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.THE WOLF (CANIS LUPUS).

By William Pittman Lett.

The present, according to the Ontario Game Act, is what is known.
to sportsmen as the “close season,” that pawx vobiscum interval, during
the continuance of which the wild birds and wild animals of the forests,.
the rivers and the lakes are supposed to be allowed to rest in undisturbed
tranquility, unawed by the presence of man, unstartled by the deadly
reverberations of the rifle or the shotgun.

Next to the mautchless and magnificent surroundingé of a happy
sojourn in a tent, in the lonely and beautiful solitudes of the wilder-
ness—next to a successful hunt witk congenial companions, ~killed in
the mysteries of wood and water craft—may be classed the enjoyment.
of telling your experience, what you know, what you have learned, awid
the solemn, sublime and illimitable glories of nature. The pleasuveof
the situation is enhanced, when the detonating story of the camp fire
is told to kindred spirits, to sportsmen, to naturalists, to reading and.
thinking men, who ave certain to appreciate the attractions of the nar-
rative if it has any, sure to comprehend all, and perhaps much more
than you are able to tell them.

I need scarcely say that I am delighted to find myself standing
once more before the Field-Naturalists’ Club of the City of Ottawa.
Perbaps I have said as much before. Very likely I have. “OQut of
the fulness of the heart the mouth speaketh.” In whatever I attempt
I am ever and always an enthusiast. If I place myself in a lowly rank
in that frequently misjudged and misunderstood band, nevertheless,
under the light of history, I come to the conclusion that at appointed
times—in favourable crises—enthusiasts have been the men who in
various eras in the past, have created religious, moral, social, political
and scientific earthquakes in the world. T have accidently stumbled
upon an interesting and practically inexhaustible subject. I can't pur-
sue it now. I just leave it, by simply saying, that in my opinion, one
hour of enthusiastic energy in any cause, is worth a whole year of cold,.
calculating induction. Enthusiasm is tbe electricity of intellect, it is.
the sweeping flame of earnest endcavour. It is the strong, soaring wing
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~of the spirit which carries the votary of truth above the mountain top, .
-and enables him to get a nearer view of the stars.  *

Every man is an enthusiast, whose prophetic eye can see through
the wmist—who, gifted with a prescinct insight into the abstruse pro-
blems, obstacles and contingencies of his duy, takes off his coat, rolls up
his sleeves, and cries, come cn! to difficultiesin the glorious warfare for
human liberty, human progress, material development aud scientific
.investigation.

NOW FOR THE WOLF.

Hark to that minstrelsy, ringing and clear!

'Tis the chorus of death on the trail of the deer;

The fierce forest bloodhounds are gathering in might,
Their echoing yells wake the silence of night,

As relentless they stretch over mountain and plain,
The blood of their fast speeding victim to drain;
They close—he stands proudly one moment at bay—
*Tis his last—they are on him, to ravage and slay!

The wolf belongs to the genus Lupus, or the canine family. Accord«
'ing to “Audubon and Bachwan’s Quadrupeds of North America,” the
wolf has six incisors in the upper and six in the lower jaw ; one canine
‘tooth in each jaw, and six molars above and six below.

GENERIC CHARACTER OF THE WOLF.

The three first teeth in the upper jaw, and the four in the lower
‘jaw are trenchant, but small, and are also called false molars. The
great carnivorous tooth above is bicuspid, with a small tubercle on the

inner side; that below has the posterior lobe altogether tubercular.
There are two tuberculous teeth behind each of the great carnivorous
teeth. The muzzle of the wolf iz elongate, tongue soft, ears erect, but
sometimes pendulous in the domestic varieties. The fore feet are pen-
tedactylous, or five toed, the hind feet tetradactylous, or four toed.
"The teats are both inguinal and ventral.

The grey wolf of Canada—the typical large wolf of North America
-—is about five feet six inches in length from the point of the nose to
-extreme end of the tail; ordinarily twenty-six inches high at the shoulder;
larger ones, however, measuring twenty-eight inches and upwards in
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height, and they weigh flom exghty to one hundred pounds when in
good condition,

I yive tho latter measurements and weight from the bodies of

' wolves which T have killed, and T am confident that 1 am rather under
than over the actual size apd weight of the American wolf.

There ave several varieties of American wolves, differing so much
from each other, chiefly in colour, as to lead naturalists to the conclu-
sion that they are different in species, and do not originate from the
same primeval stock. They are all about the same size, and when they
chance to meet, band together in the same pack.

Tn size and other distinctive peculiarities, the larger wolves differ
from the prairie wolf and the coyote. Both of these smaller varieties
burrow in the ground; are much less savage or destructive, and much
more docile and affectionate in a stute of domestication; and also, much
more easily tamed than are those of any variety of the larger species.

According to the best zoological authorities, all the varieties of the
larger species of wolves are dwellers upon the surface of the earth, sleep.
ing in the open air, or making their dens in caves or crevices of rocks.

The most valuable skins are obtained from the white arctic wolf.
The next in thickness of fur and costliness, is thé skin of the grey wolf
of North America, and so on down to the pelt of’ the black wolf, which
being a southern animal, ranging in a warmer habitat, carries the
coarsest and thinnest coat of the entire genus, und his skin consequently
is of the least value.

The g.ey wolf, the variety most common in Canada, bears a strik-
ing resemblance to the European wolf. There are, however, differences
between them, which appeared at one time to be distinct and permanent,
Naturalists of later years seem to be unanimous in the conclusion that
the wolves of the old and the new world belong to one species.

The American wolf, notably the Canadxan variety, is at least equal
in size to that of any other country.

Billings tells us, that the body of the American wolf is long and
gaunt, muzzle elongate and somewhat thicker than that of the Pyrenean
wolf, head thick, nose long, ears erect and conical, eyes oblique, as is
the case with ail ‘true wolves; pupil of the eye, circular, tail straight and
bushy. The animal does not carry it curled over his back like a dog.™
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To this correct and excellent description I may add that the eye of
the North American wolf is of a greenish colour; its expression is
"sneaking and sinister, intermingled with an aspect of extreme cunning
similar to, but far surpassing in force that of the yellow eye of the fox.
Aagstated above, the tail of the wolf is bushy, but corresponding with the
size of the animal it is neither so:long, not so elegantly rounded and
heavy as that of the fox.

At one time the grey wolf was found all over the American con-
tinent, as far south even as the Gulf of Mexico. It is still to be met
with in considerable numbers on the great plains of the west, in the
northern and western States, on the slopes of the Rocky Mountains,
and in more or less nbundance, according to favorable location, in all
the remote or sparsely settled portions of Canada, New Brunswick,
Newfoundland and Cape Breton.

As before remarked, the black, red and grey, as well as the white
wolves of the arctic regions are believed by scientific naturalists to be-
long to one and the same species. In physical conformation, size,
weight and general character they ave specifically identical. The diff-
erence of colour alone, attributable to the influences of diversity of cli-
mate, appears to be the only distinguishing feuture between one variety
and another. In voice, form, and manner of hunting their prey, all the
varieties of the North Amevican wolf are essentially similar.

In early times in Canada, and in the valley of the Ottawa, not less
than in other places, wolves were dangerously abundant. In all new
settlements, sheep, when a farmer was fortunate enough to possess
any, had to be carefully penned up every night, otherwise wool would
certainly have been found flying before morning.

It was not alone that in one of those nocturnal raids many sheep
were devoured. This was not the worst feature in the transaction. A
couple of these bloodthirsty marauders, in a single night, would kill
fifteen or twenty sheep, simply tearing their throats for the purpose of
sucking the blood, without otherwise mutilating the carcasses.

After such a catastrophe cheap mutton was easily procurable; fre-
quently too at a season of the year when the old pioneers were obliged
to live without meat of any kind, fresh or salt, for months at a stretch.
For the benefit of those who may be unacquainted with the hardships
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and privations endured by the enterprising men who with axe and
handspike opened up the blooming glades of civilization in our ancient
forests, I may say that this enforced economical fast usually did not
terminate until the pigs were killed in December.

My subject this evening is the wolf. Let me call him, pro tempore,
to suit the occasion, Lupus Canadensis, a8 I shall deal chiefly with the
wolf of the Ottawa Valley, perhaps as iarge, as fierce, as cunning, and
as sanguinary an animal of the amiable family to which he belongs, as
can be found in any part of the world.

Apart from the information which I have gathered from the
authentic vecords of natural history, I have had a somewhat intimate
acquaintance of & personal nature with this voracious bandit of the
wilderness— an acquaintance based upon practical observation, supple-
mented by the agency of steel traps.

It is & commonly reccived opinion that the fox surpasses all other

. animals in cunning. 1 have had what I consider good and sufticient
reasons for doubting the correctness of thisconclusion. I do not like to
distwrb an old popular belief, nevertheless I think that anyone who
tries to catch a wolf in a steel trap, will agree with me in the fact, that
the wolf is a much more cunning animal than the fox.

In my younger days, I trapped many foxes and wolves, as well as
fishers, minks and wuskrats. I used no pungent oils, or other ex-
traneous attractions to wile them, but simply matched my own intelli-
gence against their conning, and in the case of the wolf, I have often
for many successive days, found myself completely circumvented.

In proof of the persistent cnnning of the wolf, I may relate a cir-
camstance which bears directly upon the point. While out trapping in
the month of November, 1840, I fastened a piece of liver upon the
knotty spike of a hem]ock tree, about thres feet from the ground, and
set a well concealed trap under it. The wolves frequented the spot
every night, and although they trampled a circle in the snow about
six feet from the tree, or twelve feet in diameter, their dread of the trap
prevented their touching the meat, notwithstanding .he fact that it re-
mained in its original position until the first day of April.

A short distance from the same spot, during the same year, 1
caught three wolves, twenty-seven foxes, three fishers and a marten. I
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had more real difficulty in capturing the three welves than I experi-
enced in catching all the others.

T captured the wolves in the following manner. I deposited a
quantity of pigs’ livers and other offal in the centre of a dense cedar
swamp, near the present sita of the Carp village, in the Township of
Huntly. T had heard wolves howling there after deer on several occa-
sions proviously, and T was aware that they had killed & number of
sheep and a few young cattle in the neighborhood. The wolves
soon scented the bait, and gathered around it. I frequently had
the pleasure of listening to their inimitable music in the vicinity of the
bait. T visited the spot about three times in each week, always step-
ping carefully in the same tracks, going to and returning from the bait.
I found that during the first three weeks they had not ventured closer
than within six or eight feet of the bait, although the snow was beaten
down by their tracks all around it.

Early in the fourth week I found that they had devoured the
greater part of the bait. The hour for action bad arrived. I then ve-
newed the bait, and set a trap in front of it, where they had again com-
menced eating., After the trap was set T was particular in leaving the
snow and the surroundings exactly as I found them. Next morning I
found the springs of the trap bare; the snow had been scraped away and
the bait eaten on the other side. I then set another trap on the oppo-
site side, and next morning found the snow and covering scratched away
from both traps. I was somewhat puzzled, but determined to persevere.
I then set both traps in such a manner, that, should the wolves attempt
the scratching trick again, the first part of the traps that could possibly
be tonched would be the pan. The wolves came that night, and one of
them remained there; for, to my great satisfaction, I found him fast in
one of the traps in the morning. He was u fine, large specimen,
twenty-eight inches high at the shoulder, correspondingly long and
bulky, and weighing at least eighty pounds.

As it has fortunately turned out for the purposes of this paper, I
subjected Mr. Lupus to a critical examination. I stirred him up smart-
ly, and experimented upon him, with the view of practically learning
something which I did not then know about the members of his interest-
ing race. I endeavoured to make him give tongue, but all my efforts



8l

proved fruitless. I could not induce him to utter a single sound, nor-
did he attempt to snarl or growl even under strong provocation. I
noticed that whenever I stepped off « few paces, at each step he raised
his body until he stood at his full height. At each step ns I approached
him again, he lowered himself until he lay flat on the ground with his
head between his paws, in which position he remained as long as T stood
beside him. He seemed exceedingly shy and timorous; but he was far
too cunning to display any ferocity.

An otter, a fisher, » lyax or & marten would have growled, snarled.
and fought viciously under similar conditions,

T feel convinced that with a collar and chain, I could have led him:
home without difficulty. I put this opinion to the test, in the following
manner. For the purpose of fastening the trap, I hwl cut down a bal-
sam sapling about two inches in diameter, the root end of which I cut
off square, into which I drove a staple. To this staple I locked the
trap chain with a small padlock. I then replanted the tree exactly in
the spot where it had grown, aud where the wolves had been in the
habit of seeing it night after night for weeks.

When I had completed my zoological experiments—never then ex-
pecting to tell you anything about them—I unlocked the chain and
started towards home. The wolf arose and followed me quietly for
about a quarter of a mile, when I accidently tripped over a pine root
and fell. Had I not known something about the history and chavacter
of my companion, there might have been, then and there, a tragedy of
peculiar interest. The instant I {tll, and before I attempted to rise, I
turned my head quickly and looked my prison.* in the eye. I found
him with his eyes flashing and his whole body gathered for a spring.
The moment [ caught his eye he cowered befove my gaze. Had I not
been prompt, it is quite within the bounds of possibility that my audi-
ence might not have heard iny story. However, I was young, strong
and active then, and you may rest assured that I could nnt have been
silenced without a determined and sanguinary struggle.

Long blefore the occurrence of the incident just velated, I had
learned that it was dangerons to fall evea in the presence of a domesti-
cated wolf.

I need scarcely say that I did not trouble my amiable companion,
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to follow me any farther, but witlh one blow of a heavy stick which 1
carried for the purpose, I laid bhim out, as doubtless in his time he had
laid out many a besutiful deer preparatory to devonring him.

The three wolves T had killed formed part of a pack which had, &
few weeks before their tragical departure for ¢the happy hvnting
grounds,” committed serious depredations. I put the succeeding two,
-each of which was equal insize to the first, through a like process of
investigation, but failed tw elicit anything new.

I had frequently heard the pack in full ery at night. Had it been
close at hand, the sound might have proved terrifying to persons not
gifted with an ear capable of appreciating nature’s majestic harmonies.
To me, however, the nocturnal chorus of those wolves, seemed the clear-
-est and most melodious musical effort T had ever listened to. Since
-then I have heard wolves frequently, hut nothing in their tones has
caused me to change my opinion.

The Madawaska River, so far as unrivalled natural beauty could
make it so, was once the foaming Queen of the Ottawa's magnificent
tributaries—has along its turbulent course many rapids and chutes
of marvellous grandeur and beauty. One of these chutes, situated
about one hundred miles from Ottawa, is called * Wolf Portage.”
It was so named on account of deer being chased by wolves into the
constantly open water at that point. In winter time the hunted deer
were in the habit of plunging into the rapids to escape the fangs of
their sanguinary pursuers. In catching their prey at the foot of the

iportage the wolves displayed much cunning. When a deer took the
~water at the head of the chute, it was quickly carried over the rough
-rapid into the gradually narrowing ice-enclosed glade or channel at the
“foot. Jusr at the spov where the current drove it against the ice,
under which it would immediately be whirled, a number of wolves
stood on the ice, and the instant the deer touched its edge, it was
.seized, dragged out on the ice and devoured.

On the Madawaska River, in the early lnmbering times, the skele-
tons of wolves could always be seen in winter lying on the ice at the
foot of the Wolf Portage.

So numerous were the wolves in the woods on the JMadawaslka,
-that during the years 1840 and 1841, the deer were driven completely
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out of the section of country lying between the High Falls and the
Keminiskeek Luke, a distance of sixty miles in length, and ten wiles
from each side of the river. The deer began gradually to reappear
there in 1844, and when they returned to their old haunts along * The
Hidden River,” the wolves followed them to their ancient habitat.
For many years deer have been abundant in the Madawaska region.

The old ¢ Stony Swamp,” west of Bell’s Corners on the Richmond
Road, was at one time, much infested by wolves, on account of its hav-
ing been a famous fastness for deer. The wolves of that section did
considerable damage to the flocks of farmers in the neighborhood.

In connection with this well known old road, I remember an inci-
dent which took place in the year 1830. It may not be known to
everyone that at that early period in the history of the County of Car-
leton, oxen were chiefly used for all purposes of draught and travel by
the farmers of that day, simply because they had no horses. Farm pro-
duce was then drawn to Bytown Market on ox sleighs, and then, as
now, the journey to the market wus performed partly in the night.

One clear moonlight night a farmer from the westerly part of the
Township of Nepean, was driving his oxen through the lonely windings
of the road in the Stony Swamp. The season was winter. He had a
small dog with him which was running along a short distance in front
of the team. Suddenly he heard a piteous howl, and on looking in the
divection of the sound, he saw an enormous wolf darting away through
the trees with the struggling dog in his mouth.

During the first few years of the early settlement of Hull, wolves
were very numerous and destructive in that neighvorhood. They had
killed many sheep, and had also very much disturbed the minds of
timid people. Something decisive had to be done to abate the nuisance.
A hunter set a trap and succeeded in catching one of the offenders. He
skinned part of his head and sides, and fastened a broad red collar, to
which was attached a bell, around his neck. The rather cruelly treated
wolf was then liberated, and according to the story, wolves became
scarce in the neighborhood of Huill for a number of years.

In the year 1839, in the beautiful month of October, when the
maple trees, the gorgeous sentinels of earth, seem to wear the elegant
livery of heaven, I was out one morning duck shooting on the River
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Goodwood—so called after a river running through or near the estate
of the late Duke of Richmond. The time wes the early twilight, just
preceding the dawn. Suddenly I heavd the voices of a large pack of
wolves in full cry aftera deer. The wolves were running in thick cover
on the opposite side of the river, which, at the point where I stood, was
about forty yards wide. The moment was an exciting one; but I have
no recollection of having been frightened in the least. I stood close to
the edge of the water, ready to tackle them with a single-barrelled
muzzle-loader, charged with No. 3 shot, and, at the time, regretted very
much that they did not show themselves. The pack passed rapidly on
through the dense undergrowth on the opposite shore, and caught the
deer in a few minutes, a conclusion indicaied by their silence. Sports-
men will not consider the story complete if I do not tell them that day-
light immediately appeared, and the No. 3 was put to its legitimate use;
and if T remember correctly, ten wild ducks constituted the result of
that morning’s tramp before breakfast.

On various occasions since the incident above referred to, I have
listened to the magnificent melody of the hounds in full ery upon the
steaming trail of the deer. Sportsmen need scarcely be told how far
such a concert surpasses the highest effort of instrumental music.
Ever-thing considered, such a wild, weird, clvar sounding musical per-
formance as that with which I was favoured on the mnorning in ques-
tion, 1 have never since heard. The ¢“angry growl” attributed to the
wolf by the novelist and literary theorist, who possibly never heard or
saw one, and probably know as little, either practically or otherwise,
about the animals, as the generality of would-be-witty writers do about
the correct mode of rendering the Tipperary idiom—is just so fur from
the natural habit of the wolf as is the cupacity of that animal to play
the bagpipes.

Talking of the hagpipes vreminds me of an incident which I remem-
ber reading about in my young days. In the early settlement of Can-
ada, a Scotch piper was on his way through a forest path to a merry
making In passing through a thicket his ears were assailed by the
howls of a pack of wolves close around him. Theve was no use in run-

ning away, so Sandy struck up “ The Cawmpbells are coming,” with

might and main, and away scampered the wolves as if pursued by a
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praivie fire. I do not believe that any animal in America could stand
his ground and listen for two minutes to the Highland bagpipes.

So for as T am personally concerned, if accompanied by two tho-
roughbred bull terriers, and armed with a good Winchester repeating
rifle, I shall be delighted at any time or place, in open daylight, to pay
my respects to six of the largest wolves in America.

About twelve years ago, the hunting party to which I hud the
pleasure to balong, was encamped on the bank of Bearbrook, about
twelve miles from Ottawa. It was during a cold time in the month of
December, a fact which T distinctly remember, in cons;:quence of having
had to cut & large supply of birch stovewood to keep the tent warm.
During our stay in camp on one occasion about midnight, we were
awakened by the howling of wolves near at hand, accompanied by a
noise like that produced by a large animal jumping through the snow.
Rifles were instantly grasped, but the noise suddenly ceased, and all
again was still. By the tracks found in the snow next morning, we
discovered that a large buck had galloped within less than one bound
of the back end of our tent, and had then turned aside. Upon follow-
ing the tracks of the deer a short distance, the fresh tracks of two wolves
were found on the trail. We did not foliow them far. Had we done
s0, we should, doubtless, soon have discovered the mangled remains of
the deer. Had the buck made one more bound in the direction in
which he was going, we should have had an immediate row in that
tent of more than ordinary interest and excitement. I have often re
gretted that the deer and the wolves had not landed on top of us in the
tent. In that case I could have given you a true story eclipsing in
romantic interest the most florid imaginary efforts of the most ingenious
newspaper reporter of the present day.

‘Wolves were very numerous in the Township of Gloucester up to
a few years ago, and doubtless there are many still in the solitudes of
the vast tamarac swamps still existing within less than twenty-five
miles of the City of Ottawa.

During the winter of 1868, Doctor Bell, of New Edinburgh, was
driving through the long swamp east of Eastman’s Springs. At that
time there were lots of wolves within even ten miles of the city of Ottawa,
‘While jogging along at an ordinary gait, the Doctor’s horse suddenly
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became restive, stood still and pricked up bis ears in a startled manner.
Just then a deer crossed the voad a few yards in front of the horse. The
poor animal was tired, its tongue was hanging out, and its panting could
be heard quite distinctly. The howling of wolvés was then lieard close
at hand, and after a few seconds eleven of those ferocious forest sleuntb-
hounds rushed across the road on the track of the deer. What a
glorious chance for a sure eye, a steady hand, and a good repeating rifle.
Although a keen sportsman, the worthy Doctor was armed only with
what modern pathological science regards as the most killing weapon
of the Faculty, his lancet.

Roman history, at least tradition, tells us that Romulugsand Remus,
the founders of the ancient clty of the Seven Hills, were suckled and
reared by a she wolf. If this story be true, the foster mother of those
distinguished sons of the Tiber, in her nature, was not all wolf. This
incident has been partially paralleled by the story of Androcles and

the Lion, and that of Mahdonata and the Puma. All three of-

these interesting incidents are highly creditable to the character of the
brute creation. ’

It is certain that the ancient Romans inherited none of the charac-
teristic cowardice which fine drawn physiological science might trace to
the source of their ancestors’ eavly sustenance. Nevertheless tue blood-
thirsty instincts of the lupine race were amply exemplified by the
humane and gentle rule of many of the Roman Emperors, notably Nero,
Culigula, Galba, and Vitellius. Patriotically ferocious seliishness was
also conspicuous in the too often misjudged character of Brutus; whase
treason against the purest instincts of humanily, in my opinion, was
only surpassed by the atrocious tarpitude of Judas Iscariot !

The old wolf foster-mother of the founders of Rome, may have
polluted some of the rivulets of Italian blood. You may searchin vain
amongst the Knights of the Stiletto, and the wretched organs-grinders of
to-day, for a single heroic counterpart of those stalwart Roman warriors
who carried off the Sabine women and bore the victorious eagles of
Julius Caesar through ancient Gaul and Britain !

In the history of British America the instances are very rare in-
deed in which wolves are authentically reported to have attacked human
beings. Emboldened by numbers, and stimulated into aundacity by
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hunger, the wolves of Russia and Siberia have, for ages, been a perpetual
tervor to night travellers in the frigid and inhospitable countries refer-
red to ; in the wild forests, and dangerous fastnesses of which, they are
met with in such vast multitudes.

In a land where the humanizing influences of a refined civilization,,
are even yet in their extreme infancy, the dead and wounded, for hun-
dreds of years, upon the bat:le-fields of intestine wars, were left to rot or
be devoured by wild animals. Ts it any wonder then, that the wolves
of Russia have acquired a taste for human blood, and like the Bengal
Tiger, have become man-eaters ? )

In contradistinction to the habits of their European congeness,
North American wolves, although comparatively bold under the pres-
sure of hunger, commonly dread the presence of man, and flee from him
in terror as do the deer and the black bear.

I remember a story current here in old times, about the fate of a
gigantic indian named Clouthier—a rather Gallic designation for a pure
Algonquin—who was well known to the late “ Squire Wright,” the
original founder of the ancient village of Hull. My story may be true
in every particular, tor Clouthier was a man of herculean proportions,
and almost superhuman strength.

Clouthier was a great hunter, and had a fine field for his prowess
and skill in the neighborhood of Hull, which then abounded with bears,
dect, moose, wapiti, otters and beaver. In one of his hunting excursions
he was attacked and torn to pieces by a large pack of wolves. 1t was
surmised by those who afterwards discovered his bones, and fragmeuts
of his clothing, that after he had shot one of his assailants with his.
single-barrelled flint-lock gun, he had drawn his tomahawk from his.
belt, and fought desperately for his life.

From the number of skulls and other portions of their bones found
at the scene of the tragedy, it was calculated that the indian had killed
fourteen of the wolves before he was overpowered. The dead wolves
had all been devoured by their fellows, nothing of them being left but
their bones. Like his scriptural prot.type, the Algonquin Sampson
did not fall unavenged.

If this story be correct—and it was considered quite authentic by
the old inhabitents of Flull and Bytown—it is the only instance of
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which I have heard or read, of wolves having attacked man in this part
of Canada. On the contrary, I know of several instances in which one
man had taken the carcass of a recently killed deer from as many as
four wolves, without meeting with any resistance, although without a
weapon of any kind.

In a thickly wooded country like Canada, hunting the wolf is neces-
sarily confined to shooting, trappingund poisoning by means ofstrychnine.
The latter mode of destroying wild animals is altogether unsportsmanlike,
and, excepting under very peculiacr circumstances, ought to be frowned
upon and discouraged by all the sportsmen. Leaving out of the ques-
tion the danger to domestic animals caused by putting out poison, many
of the animals killed by this questionable method, wander off a long
distance before they die, suffering extreme torture, and ave never found

Wolves are seldom seen in the woods, even by those whose
avocations oblige them continually to travel through the most solitary
fastnesses. So keen is the eye and the ear,and so acute is the
wolf’s sense of smelling, that the hunter or bushranger is either seen
heard or scented before he has any idea that a wolf has been near,
Now and then an accidental shot may be obtained, but even such chances
are few and far between.

Six years ago, while deer hunting, I saw an enormous wolf on the
Madawaska River. He had been started by another hunter on the top
of a mountain, and had rushed down the side of a ravine at the end of
which I was watching for him. As he came within range, he jumped
up and stood upon a log behind two pine trees growing together, which
concealed every part of his body but his nose. As that part of his
anatomy is not es vulnerable as the nose of a bear, I waited for him to
take another step. This, to my grec.¢ vegret, be did not do, but jumped
off the Jog and disappeared in the thick brush and tall weeds. Thus 1
lost my chance of obtaining a grand trophy ; and thus by his escape, I
feel that many a beautiful deer afterwards lost its life.

Spearing the wolf, on the open prairie, in the mauner of ¢ Pig
Sticking” in India, is & most exciting kind of sport, although not
always unattended by danger, occasioned by badger-holes and prairie dog
towns, which are frequent|y encounteved in the chage.

But the grandest sport with the gray, or as he is called on the
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praivies, the ¢ timber wolf ” may be enjoyed in coursing the animal with
strong courageous greyhounds. .

Although the grey wolf is an animal of great speed and endurance,
he is soon overtaken by those fleet-footed gaze hounds, which, when
thoy overtake him, snap at him and wound him with their sharp teeth
and powerful jaws, and by their extreme agility avcid his dangerous
attacks, keeping him at bay until the mounted hunter arrives and ter-
mindtes the chase by a well divected pistol shot. For a time this kind
of hunting taxes all the energies of the greyhounds, in consequence ot
the fleetness and great staying powers of the wolf, a swiftness, however,
which may be termed comparatively slow work contrasted with the
lightning performances of that telephone of the plains, the ¢ Jack Rab-
bit,” or correctly speaking, the great hare of the prairies.

1t has been aflirmed by the great naturalists of America, that the
abovigines of this country, before the advent of white men, used domes-
ticated wolves instead of dogs. This can readily be credited by any one
acquainted with the indian dogs of even the present day. Although
smaller in size, a condition superinduced by ages of neglect and starva-
tion, the indian dog of the present is peculiarly and positively wolfish in
aspect and characteristics.

It is a notable fact that an irreconcilable antipathy has always
existed between the domestic dog and the tamed wolf of the Indians,
In their constant quarrels and combats with each other, the former are
always the aggressors. The Indian wolf dogs always act upon the
defensive ; usually trying to avoid a conflict with their more conrageous
kinsmen.

In other days, when the lordly bison frequented and ornamented
the limitless prairies of the great Northwest, when their million-hoofed
tramp shook the solid earth, the wolf was ever his sneaking and per-
sistent enemy. He silently tracked the calves, the wounded, the aged
and the helpless, until an opportunity presented itself for a safe attack,

A single white arctic wolf will run down a barren ground caribou
and by one savage bite in the flank disable the largest buck.

Sir John Richardson, a distinguished arctic explorer, who has con-
tributed many interesting facts to the general fund of natural history,
tells us that the wolves of northern America run down and capture

e
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foxes, whenever they find them on the open plains, at a distance from
their underground dens. A large wolf is strong enough to carry off an
arctic fox in his mouth at a rate of speed far surpassing that of hunters
upon snowshoes, They are said frequently to attack and carry off the
sleigh dogs of the Indians.

The northern Indians improve the breed of their sleigh dogs by
crossing them with wolves. This process adds to their size, speed and
strength, The voice of the wolf and that of the Indian dog, to my own
personal knowledge, in volume and sound, is precisely similar.

Many years ago I remember having hunted deer with a large sized
Indian dog. He was cne of the best dogs that I ever turned loose
upon a deer track.  As he pursued his quarry his tongue was distinctly
and nnmistakably the howl of of a wolf, loud, clear and prolonged,
without a single sharp hark like that of a dog. This dog, true to the
instincts of his ancestry, never failed to find a deer, if there was one
within reach, and once the game was found, he stuck to the trail like
his old progenitors until he tasted blood. I would not mind paying
what some of my audience would consider an exorbitant price for such
another dog to-day. ’

When I speak of Indian dogs, I do not mean the miserable dimin-
utive race of singed curs generally found in starving annoyance around
an Iudian camp to-day. Such attenuated whelps, in my opinion, can
trace their origin to the fox ; certainly not to the wolf. I allude tothe
strong and hardy wolf dogs used by the Indians in the Northwest, and
by the Esquimaux as they speed along over the snow under the crack-
ling of the aurora bovealis in the Arctic Circle.

The late Sheriff Dickson, of Pakenham, who, during many years of
his life was, not only a successful deer hunter, but also an enthusiastic
student of geology, in an interesting article on the wolf, published in the
Canadian Naturalist and Geologist, gives many entertaining particulars
respecting the Canadian wolf. From personal experience he bears tes-
“timony to the cowardice and treachery of wolves. When caught in a
trap, wounded by a gunshot, or cornered up so that they could not escape
be invariably killed them with a club or tomahawk, without ever meet-
ing with any_ resistance. Wolves, he found, could always be frightened
away from the carcass of a deer by firing a shot amongst them.
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As their only mesns of escape, when hunted by wolves, désr make
for the nearest water. Should the river or lake be narrow, the deer
generally swim either up or down, Seldom straight across; and fre-
quently after making a detour of some distance, land sgain on the same
side from which they had entered the water. By this ruse the wolves
are puzzled and put off the scent.

If there are weeds or thick brush growing along the shore, & hunted
deer will sometimes sink himself under water in a thick clump, so that
no part of his body can be seen above the surface but his head, by which
his pursuers are baffled. On glare ice the wolf scon ends the chase.
When frightened, the deer falls flat at every bound and is quickly over-
taken and killed. Should a deer get into a strong rapid and the wolves
attempt to follow, they are generally swept off their feet and carried
away. If one should approach close enough, a large buck will often
kill his foe with one blow from his sharp hoof. Dogs of the courageou
kind are sometimes killed in the same manner.

The great and merciless slaughter of deer, héwever, orcurs in the
latter part of winter, when the snow is deep and covered by a crust
strong enough to bear wolves or dogs, and not sufficiently so to support
e deer. Then it is that the wild wolves of the forest, as well as the
human wolves of & yet imperfect civilization, relentlessly niurder the
poor animals in hundreds.

I have now told you nearly all T know about the wolf, and also
much of what I have learned from the valuahle writings of standard
naturalists concerning the life, habits and habitat of this widely dis-
tributed member of the great and interestiig family of our north Amer-
ican carnivora. . .

From personal experience, and careful comparison, I have ho hesi-
tation in’assigning to the wolf of the Ottawa Valley, if nota pre-emi-
nence ia size and weight, at leastan equalily in magnitude, as well ds
in all the other amiable characteristics distinguisking the genus lupus
in any - cher land.

It T have been fortunate enough to add one original fact to the
voluminous records of nutural hxst;ory, ifThave impar ted one instructive
idea, if I have succeeded in amusing or entertaining my critical audience,
if T have thrown but a single ray of new light upon the wolf, I shall con-

sider myself specially favoured in having achieved wmore than I ex-
pected to accomphsh
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REPORT OF THE ZOOLOGICAL BRANCH OF THE OTTAWA
FIELD-NATURALISTS' CLUB FOR THE YEAR ENDING
18rr MARCH, 1890.

In the year which is just closing there have been no mammals ob-
served in the immediate vicinity of Ottawa, which have not hitherto
been seen and more or less accurately described. This does not mean,
however, that the field is exhausted, as there is no certainty of such
being the case, on the contrary, there are reasons for believing that
there yet may be found among the smaller mammals species new to this -
locality, it being only about three years ago since the hairy-tailed mole
(Scapanus breweri) was first noted as having been seen in this
neighborhood

During the past year two specimens of mole shrew ( Bluring
brevicaude ) were caught, one by Mr. Lees in the early part of December
in the village of Ottawa East, and the other by Mr. Fletcher in
Stewarton in January last, both of which were sent to Mr. Whiteaves
of the Geological Museum and duly acknowledged. The one caught by
Mz, Lees has been prepared and mounted and placed among the other
animals in the museum. One specimen of the field mouse (drvicola
pennsylvanica) was caught in Mr. Fletcher's house on the 10th Feb-
ruary, after having gnawed off about a yard of a lace curtain where it
touched th~ ground. It gnawed its way into the room through the
floor. It is well known that the common house mouse will eat starch
quite readily, and probably the field mouse, having a similar taste, was
attracted by the starchy dressing of the curtain.

A jumping mouse (Zapus hudsonius) was caught near Billings
Bridge last sunmer by Mr. Bartlett, of the city post office, who ought to
be a member of this club. The mouse is somewhat rare in this vicinity.
It is now mounted and placed in the Geological Museum.

It is hardly necessary to mention that Mr. W. P. Lett gave a very
nstructive and interesting lecture on the 21st February on the habits
and chavacteristics of the common grey wolf before the members of this
club. The animel in question having been very common in this locality
thirty or forty years ago, but now never seen.

We think it well to recommend that in future the different mem-
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bers of the club should be asked to report as soon as possible to the
leaders of this branch, for the time being, if they should ohserve any
animal which might be new to them, as impcr wnt discoverics nay often
be lost for want of attention jast ot the time.  They think also thut it
. would be desirable to have printed, a list of all the mammals which have
ever been known to frequent this neighborhood. Many of the larger
kinds have now completely disappeared. '
' Respectfully submitted,

J. BALLANTYNE, Leaders
Ottawa, March 14, 1890. W. P. Lerr. '

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Editor of the Ottawa Natwralist:

Sir,—In the transactions of the O. F. N. C. fox 1883 84, the report
of the Ornithological Branch notes that one of its members found the
Short-billed Marsh Wren, Cistothorus stelluris, ¢ very abundant” in a
marsh along the Rideau, about twenty miles from the city. As this is
a very rare bird in Ontario, and one whose acquaintance I have never
made, I made enquiries about the locality, and on the 9th July my
brother, F. A. Saunders, and myself took the C. P. Ry. to Osgoode and
went from there to Kars, where we were informed the Marsh Wreps
were to be found. The marsh was there, with the usual quota of marsh
birds, viz: Florida Gallinule, Bittern, Carolina Rail, Virginia Rail,
Red-winged Blackbird and Long-billed Marsh Wren, but though we
searched diligently we could find no trace of the short-billed species.
All we saw at short range were long-billed, and the only one we shot
was of the same species, but as neither of us were familiar with the
song of the short-billed, we might possibly have heard it without know-
ing it. The eggs would have provided a ready means of determining
the presence of the Short-billed Wrens had they heen laid, but though
we examined between twenty and thirty nests, some of them alnost if
not quite completed, none contained eggs and we were again left in the
dark. These nests, however, were the ordinary type of the long-bill,
whereas the short-bill is said to build among long rush-like grasses,
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covering the nest completely on the outside with living blades, so that
it is comparatively difficult to find. The nest of the long-bill, placed
high in the cat {ails, is easily found, in fact the searcher is bewildered
by finding three or four nests at one glance, most of which are invari-
ably empty. It would be interesting to know it the authors of this note
referred to, took specimens of the bird when the locality was visited be-
fore. The Short-billed Wren inhabits a much more restricted region
than the other species, and has not, as far as T am aware, been reported
as common from any other point in Ontario, and as the long-bill is
abundant in every suitable locality in Western Ontario, New York
State and all adjacent parts south and west, the chances are that the
Short-billed Wren if present at Karsat all, is vare. Nevertheless, it is
found in its greatest abundance through the States along the A.tluntic,
and as its numbers gradually diminish the nearer they approach
Ontario, it is not impossible that they have been found as stated. I have
observed the long-bill species in abundance in the marshes at Toronto,
Rondean, Point Pelee, and Lake St. Clair, and in smaller numbers in
little pieces of bulrush marsh through the country, and in all these
places they have shown their industry by building several unused nests
for every one that is built for breeding purposes, but even then, their
numbers are such that the collector has no difficulty in securing all the
eggs he may desire. 'Their song is & medley of unmusical chatter, de-

liger«d generally on a short flight into the air, but often while perched
on a dead bulrush stalk, and while they are not easily approached if sit-
ting in a conspicuous place, their assurance is such that they will often
conme feavlessly to within 8 or 10 feet and sing and chatter at the in-
truder at u great rate, very likely making a big hullabaloo over his ap-
proach to the very nest they have decided not to use.

London, Ont. W. E. SAUNDERS.

—0—

EXCURSIONS.

The next general excursion of the Club will be held on Saturday,
9th August, to Eastman’s Springs, on the Canada Atlantic Railway.
The train will leave Elgin street station at 2 p.yr.

The tfollowing low rates have been mranged, which should secure a
large attendunce :—Members of the Club, 25¢ ; non-members, 30c ;
children, 15¢. Tickets must be bought from the Club.

September Excursion by vans to Kirk’s Ferry on 6th September.
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