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THE

CHRINTIAN BANNER.

 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”?
¢ This is love, that we walk after his commandments.”?

VOL, XL COBOURG AND BRIGIITON, JUNE, 1857. NO. 6,

ROCKS AND SHOALS:
WILL DISCIPLES BEWARE?

[There is a discourse published in a late Number of the ¢ Christain
TRoview,” written by a chief brother in Ohio, which, we judge, deserves
a cloze, eritieul, and devotional perun-al by every prominent disciple from
Dan to Beershela—form Prince Edward Island on the Gulf of St.
Lawrence to Waslington Territory Leyond the regions of Oregon, and
from the Gicorgian Buy in Western Canada to the southern shore of
Florida. Whilemoxe than well dispused to re-publish and circulate in
new regiuns this whole discourse, we must limit cur zcal and give, our
reading {riends only a portion of it, on account of circumseribed room.
—D. 0.]

The first of all cvils to be guarded against is the fecling of security
that says: ¢There is no danger. We are not going to give up the
{aith, nor make a creed, norrun into sectarianism. 'We have seen the
folly of such things.?

This fecling of seeurity has been the ruin of empires. That great
city, Babylon, once said in her heart: ¢ Zam, and there is none be-
sides me ; I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of
children.”  Isa. xivr, ¥, Yet in an unexpected moment fell, devoted
to destruction for her pride.  Ancient Isracl, also, thought there was
no danger, when they had learned the power of God to deliver, and saw
the weakness of the gods of Egypt tosave. But strange to say, they
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were scarce out of the sight of Egypt before they were scen dancing
around their Golden Calf!

The ancient Christians, also, when they learned the gospel of Christ,

. and saw the weakness of human philosophy, were led to say with Peter :
« Lord, to whom shall we go?  Thou hast the words of Eternal Life.”
But the Apostles were not dead, befure philosophy and vain deccit had
so cclipsed the gospel in the minds of many, that £aul was led to say :
* Brethren, I am afraid of you, lest T have bestowed Iabor upon you in
vain.”  And who can read the history of the church from that day
down without fecling the necessity of watching unto prayer?

But I pass to-a second cvil which is in our midst, and whose wither-
ing influence has long been felt to our sorrow. Itisthat old Athenian
spirit, that isalwayssecking or telling some new thing. It is a spirit
that is ever ready to vun after everything that comes up, to investigate
it. It feels perfectly competent to judge of all doubtful matters. When
rebuked it meets you with this Seripture : ¢ Prove all things, and hold
fast that which is good.” Itis a spirit that is generally quick-sighted
but not far-sighted. It views cvery thing on the rmm, and frequently
has a smattering of every thing, but a sound understanding of nothing.
1 have known some churches, and many brethren, so drunk with this
spirit, that they died for the want of an appetite for the bread of life.
It is a restless spirit that lives only on excitement, and the many * hob-
bies” of the present day afford it ample sustenance, and it lives and
thrives beyond measure. A few examples in our past history may
serve to illustrate in sorae degree its banetul influence.

Some years ago the subject of capital punishment began to be dis-
cussed in many of the newspapers, and of course, in all of our debating
clubs, by both men and boys. The (uestion finally found its way into
the church, where a few preachers, and many “ laymen,” become wise
beyond measure. Their cloguence made some of our church walls ring,
and their fame took wings and flew through the pavers the length and
breadth of the land. Lo awaken the church to take hold of the matter
we were told there was no_ great evil in the land, but the chureh was
vesponsible for it.  And many a time have I heent accosted thus:
 Why don’t you preachers come out on this subject?  You cecupy the
cars of the people one day in seven, and can do mere to revojutionize
community than any other classof citizens. DBut instcad of that, the
pulpit is drunk ! and opens not its mouth against this rﬁb of beathen- .
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ism, that hangs a hwman being by the neck as youwould 2 dog, until
heisdead! . . . . . . . . Such was the vaunting style of
these self-styled reformers, who are ever secking to make a tool of the
church to accomplish all their ends.

By-and-hy Washingtonianism came up, and the people en masse,
men, women and children, haztened to sign the pledge.  Whoever re-
fused his name, was christened a wine-bibber, and guilty, ornot guilty,
he 1ust bear the reproach. To keep pace with the times, preachers and
people, sober men and drunkards, must pledge their names together,
heneeforth and forever, to live sober men.  So high did the excitement
ran at one time, thaton a New Year’s cvening I recolleet hearing o
clergyman say, in a temperanee meeting: “I have always thought that
the Lord designed to reform the world from drunkenness by the gospel,
but T am now satisficd that he has reserved this honor for the Washing-
tonian Society, and henceforth T shall regard a membership in this
society as a stepping-stone to a membership in the church 1

Such was the interest taken in the tcmperance reform, ihat church
dogrs wege thrown open, and whoever would lift his voice in favor of
temperance was invited to occupy the sacred desk. Preachers were
frequently called upon to open the mecting by prayer, and often the
amen was searcely pronounced before some vulgar witticism from the
mouth of the orator, ereated such an uproar of laughter and feet stamp-
ing, as made the godly man fear the abuse of the pulpit.

. . . . . . . . . . . .

But that which makes these things doubly dangerous, is the humili-
ating thonght that the j.cople, as a mass, are becoming more and more
a excitable people, and these themes of excitement take decper and
deeper root every year, and the Demetriuses with their eraftsmen, who
arc oceupicd in making shrines for the party, are cver busy in calling
their couneils, and passing their resolutions, and thus awakening an
enthusiosm that find= no rival this side of the uproar at Xphesus, in
their praiscs of Diana.

Closcly allied to these things is a third danger, to which T must jn-
vite attention.  Yci I almost feel that I shall be considered as tread-
ing on forbidden ground to do so. Nevertheless, it is duty to say,
there is danger in these times of forgetting the dangers that threaten
the church, for the dangers that threaten the countiy.  Yes, of forget-
ting siuners before God, for sinners in Congress! Concerning the

< o
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church being political in its mission, as well as religious, I have noth-
ing to say at present, lest my words be construed to mean what I would
not design to teach. But I may say, there is great danger in consider-
ing ourselves equally wedded to Christ and to Coosar, of forgetting the
greater for the less, and giving Ceosar a far greater portion of our ener-
gies than we do Jesus Christ.

A preacher, not long since, as his custom was, took the Lord’s day
tospeak of our national sins, said, he ¢ felt much more likea politician
than he did like a preacher.” The thought struck me, that the feeling
was a natural one from the course he pursued. I will confess, however,
that when I sec a preacher take the Lord’s day to preach a new Pres-
ident, instead of ¢ Christ, avd him erucified,” and tell the people how
to Vote, instead of calling on them to repent and turn to God, and thas
lead the people to forget the right of Jesus Christ to rule, for the right
of the pecple to rule ; I am led to enquire whether Ile who raises up
kings and puts them down 2t pleasure, has ever asked this favor at his
hand.

Connected with this I mention another circumstance. Some time
since, & preacher of some note called on me, and with great carnestness
asked e ii' I saw a notice in the papers of an  indignation meeting”
held in bis town not long before? On telling him I had nct, he begen
to speak much in its praise, and especially to commmend the brethren
for their zeal, and spirited resolutions offered on the occasion. 1 con-
fess I could not help the thought of Jesus and the Aposties recommend-
ing to the churches the propricty of holding indignation mectings, to
condemn the wickedness of the «powers that be.”

I fancied that I saw the church at Jerusalem assemble, with Peter
at their head, who told them that the church was responsible for all the
evils in the land, and said it was the duty of the church to show her-
self first and foremost in every good work, and Rome must be reformed,
or it would soon be blotted out as a nation. 4 o arouse them to action,
he referred them to Caiphas, whom he called a wily old politician,
always studying cxpediency that he might save a sinking cause,
although he could enly save it at the price of innocent blovd, and re-
ferred them to the mujust trial of Jesus, asa fair specimen of his dis-
honesty and intrigue.

There was Herod, too, whom he called the “emissary of Satan,”
and said the public must know, that we Christians detest such charac-
ters, and that we will trample under foot his unjust authority.

e
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Yes, and there is Pilate, too, wholly unworthy of the confidence of
the people, who, for fear of losing Lis office, condeseended to the mean
and contemptible act of signing the Jdeath warrant of the Son of God.
He told them it was time that Cliristians were awake, and show to the
world that such men in anthority were wholly unworthy of any respect
from a Christian comaunity, and recummended that the clergy through-
out all the Jand send in their protests, in the name of God and suffer-
ing humanity, to their legislative halls, against their wicked enact-
ments amd ungodly rulcrs, whom they placed in authority over the
people, and closed by saying, let it be known that from henecforth,
correct pulitical vicws shall be considered essential to Christian fellow-
ship.

I had to give but one more stretch of imagination, to see Constan-
tine stepping forth, wearing the imperial crown, and holding up the

"Cross, in token of the triumph of Christianity, and the Pope soon was
seen following, wearing the wedding ring of Church and State, saying
“ Millennium has come, and the Saints of the Most High possess the
kingdom.” Butalas! as Ilooked and saw them wed, I saw also that
the Churel: had proved herself a Larlol. . . . .

But there is a fourth evil, that is found ever; where in this day of
“progression.” I name it Forah, Lathan and Abiremism. Itis a
sort of wild democracy in the churches, that says to the elders : ¢ Stand
back, you take too much upon yourselves, since all the congregation is
Loly, as well as you.” Onehalf of the church difficulties that I have
become acquainted with, have grown out of this spirit of insubordina-
tion. It refuscs submission to the elders, and calls in question their
right, as well as their qualifications, to judge in their case. So strong
2 hold hus this spirit gained, that it has destroyed the confidence of
the elders to act in their official capacity in many instances. Hence the
ery, all over the land ¢ the inefficiency of our cldership.” I care nob
how well qualified our eldership may he, if this spirit is permitted to
reign, we might as well have so many Egyptian mummies set up for
elders, as men bearing all the qualifications given by the apostle Paul,
for the elders can not act where this spirit reigns.

Asmuch as we may need a more cfficient eldership, we nced far
more a disposition to obey those who have the rule over us, who watch
for our souls as those who must give an account to God. Also, a
greater degree of that charity that thinketh no evil, and that brotherly |
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love that esteems others better than oursclves.  And less of that self-
love that has so often characterized wx, v pullishing the weakuess of
our hrethren, the length and breadth of the land, in the ungodly news-
papers of the day, to justify ourselves and show that we are righteous.
This Korah, Dathan and Abiramisny, if not subdued, will make us
tremble yet.

But I pass to a fifth evil that endangers our happiness, and the pros-
perity of the cause we plead. Because of its sclfishness, I shall call it
Absolemism. It is that aspiring spirit that secks to be the greatest in
the kingdom, and cannot bear the idea of a superior. Oursclf, our
church, our city, our section of country, is all that can be scen by it
that is of any value. This spirit is venerable for its age, and founda
lodging place in the hearts of the Iloly Twclve, and when cast out,
was as restless as that unclean spirit, that wandered through dry places
secking rest, and found none until it returned to the place whence it
came, and then, fearing a second cxjulsion, tovk scven other spirits
worse than itsclf, to assist in carrying out its object.

T would that T could here add, that our preachers and editors have
never fostered its soul-damning influence.  But alas, it must be con-
fessed that we have had our full share of this class. But we hope, un-
der God, that the evil is passing away. Dub we need to take heed to
oursclves and watch as well as pray, for it is cvident that this demon
is among us yeb. ’

But I must not dwell upon this evil too long, but pass to a sixth
cvil, the legitimate offspring of the preceding cvils. Ji 7s a distaste
Jor all veligious reading, unless it partakes of the same exciting and
novel character of these spirits by which they arc actuated. It will
account for the few that take a religious paper. Magazines of literature
and trash are often seen upon our centre tables. Agricultural and
political news may be seen hanging upon the farmer’s line, but not
anything touching the spiritual interests of man. Parents may often
present their children with richly bound books, but they are not of the
character of ¢« Harvey’s Mcditationsamong the Tombs. No. Under
the influence of these spirits there is little love for quiet solitude, to
meditate upon the wonders of Divine Grace, or to converse with those
who love to talk of Jesus only. . e e e . .

I will now consider the seventh and last evil to be discussed at pres-
ent, which,is not general, but deserves a notice here. I confess, how-




THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 169

ever, that I scaree know what to name it, whether to call it a spurious
Llijahism, or a religious ITypochondria. It iscertainly a spirit of dis-
couragenmient that sces nothing only on the ¢ shady side.”  Like Isracl,
when they came to the Red Sea, it forgets that God is on the throne,
and has not strength to add to its faith courage, for it sces nothing but
death and ruin hang over the churches. It gives up the idea that the
gospel is ever going to take the world, and says there is no use of
preaching to sinners, we must right up the churches on the point of
order—this reformation is all wrong, and must be reformed—we must
have 2 more ¢ efficient cldership,” and better regulations about sup-
porting preachers—the churches must he awakened to the subject, to
cducate young men, and thereby qualify them to take care of the
churches—it cannot be expected that our farmers and mechanics can
feed the lambs of the flock—but we want young men of learning
and talent, that can meet and stop the mouths of gainsayers,

A timorous captain at sea might as well say to all on hoard: Our
vessel is rotten, and we are just ready to be dashedupon aniron bound
shore, and unless you can construct a new vessel there is no hope of
safety. Such language would paralyze the whole crew, and fill them
with despondency and destroy all courage to act.

And how many young converts, as well as old ones, too, who were
weak in faith, have become discouraged and said: I started too soon.
I thought all was right and the vessel good, and the pilot skilled in
steering safely into port. But alas, it is all a mistake..

Brethren, I don’t like to hear such preaching. Neither do I Iike to
hear their doleful strains, when they sing the church’s desolation. It
is not the language of either faith or hope, but the language of Israel :
“Why are we brought out into the wilderness to diel”

The alarm, in my judgment, is needless. True, there are dangers,
many and great. Dangers that must be guarded against. But I fear
the evil workings of these spirits of which I have spoken far more than
our want of a knowledge of order, or of educated young preachers, who
will be tempted to cater to the will of thesc spirits, to secure employ-
ment and become popular in the world. If these spirits can be cast
out, order will be brought around and preachersof the right kind will
gradually be supplicd. But maturity can not he expected in a day.

‘When I think that we kave, with only the Bible in our hands, strug-
gled and fought our way out of sectarianism and infidelity, and when

U
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few in number, have met in the private chamber, and in the school-
house ; yes, and in the grove, with a stump for a pulpit, and the trunk
and branchies of  tree for seals, where our unlettered farmers and me-
chanies have preached to us the word of life, and have made seetarian-
ism quail before them, and iufidelity to turn pale and lay down its
weapons ai the foot of the cross—when I think that the moutls of
gainsayers have been stopped, and in spite of their Sanballads and
Tobiases, we have built meeting-houses, and colleges, and seminaries of
learning, ande the old Jerusalem gospel gained a foothold that has
astonished the world, and led it to court our favor, and the learned man
with his ereed to come and ask our adviee: Isay whenT consider these
facts, shall T give up in despair, and say that the gospel has lost its
power? And when we look at the good accomplished, shall we now
cry out that this Reformation is all wrong? No. We began in the
right place and wiih the right armor, and with the right weapon, * the
sword of the Spirit which i the word of God.” DBut there is a little
too much of that spirit which once troubled Isracl—a desire to be like
the nations around us, that we may have a popular standing in the
world, and reach out and shake hands with those in high stations.

UNION—AN INTERESTING DIALOGUE.

CHAPTER V.

A mecting of the preachers in the town of Unily, May 27th, to dis-
cuss the subject of Christian Union, Present, a Baptist, Methodist,
Presbyterian, Lutheran, Episcopalian, and a Chwristian. Prayer by
brother M. Brother E. in the chair, and brother L. secrctary.

Pres. 1 have felt a strong determination to bring my church to an
acknowledgement of the injustice of their course in depriving me of my
support. I yet feel that it ought to be done, but how to do it is the
matter.

Meth. Yes, sir, how to do it, is the matter! I have thought the
same, but I find that my church is in good solid earnest. I find, too,
that they can do as well without my preaching as I can do without
their support.

Zu. I amnot prepared to admit that I am driven into measures
by the withdrawal of my stipend.
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Lp. Tam nct willing to make any such admission either ; but Tam
willing to admit, that having the subject of uniun foreed upon my at-
tention, and having leisure to read upon the subject, and give ita tho-
rough examination, I have scen the evils of division more ¢!carly than
cever before.

I'ap.  Br ther E. has expressed my mind pretty fully.  Having my
salary withdrawn, my pastoral labers being suspended, affording me
abundant opportunity to examine the whole premises, I have been led
to sce things that I never thought of. I felt this at the close of eir
last mecting, and consequently expressed mysclf favorable to union.

Chr. Brcthren, T have attended the prayer-meetings of the private
members of our churches, and I am sorry you could not have all been
present to huve seen the love, picty, and zeal manifested at these meet-
ings. T am sorry that you were not present to hcar then. pray for us,
in these deliberations, that, we might agree upen the scriptural
basis for union, unite upon it, and enter into the great work of convert-
the world to the ¢ one Lord, one faith and one baptism,” fornuwrly de-
livered to the saints!  They are already wnited, and determined never
to be separated again, in this world or the world to come.

Dres.  Isuppose they arc making a great show, in repudiating all
ministerial authority !

Bap. I was present at their meeting, a few evenings since, and
from remarks in several spirited exhortations, I gathered that they do
not repudiate all ministerial authority. They say, that they repudiate
our authority, hecause it conflicts with the authority of Christ, and the
authority of his apostles.

They insist that Christ and the apostles required them to be one—to
be perfectly joined together, in the same mind and in the same judg-
ment, and that there be no division among them, and that we interpose
our authority, and prohibit them from being one; and, consequently,
that they were compelled to repudiate our authority, or the authority
of Christ and his apostles. 'They prefer repudiating our authority, and
bowing to the authority of Christ. .

DPres.  And did you listen to such an imputation and make no
reply ?

Bap. 1 did, for I knew of no reply that could be made. I could
not deny that Christ and the apostles required them to be cne, and
that they were willing to yield to the requirement. On the other hand




172 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER,

-I could not tell them that we were willing that they should be one.
Yet, when Isaw them all united in worship, I could not but wish that
we were indeed and in truth, one.  Beside, the Word of God thunder-
ed it inmy cars, that the Lord broke down the middle wall of partition
between the Jews and Geatiles, and of the two made one new man, so
making peace—that there is one hody or one church, onc T.ord, ene faith
and one baptism. I thought of the holy prayer of Jesus, for the one-
ness of believers ; and the command of the apostles to be of the same
mind ; and, as Peter once said, ** What was I, that I sbould withstand
God ??

Dres. They have converted you then ! and I supposc you will join
Mr. ., and uphold them, in their repudiation of ministerial authority !

Bap. Ihave notsaid what I shall do ; Ido not know that I can,
at present, say what I shall do; I desire todo right ! What would you,
sir, have replied, had you been in my place, when our brethren showed
that the authority of Christ required them to wunite, and that our
authority required them to remain divided ?

Ires. What would I have done? Why, sir, I should—I—1I
should have shown that Christ did not mean that.

Iiap. Thathe did not mean what ?

Dres.  That we should be onc in that sense.

Lap. But be prayed that we should be ene, as he and his Father
are one. The union is the same as that cxisting between hinc and his
Father. How could you get over it?

Dres. The passage does not mean that.

Bap. What does it mean ?

Lres. 1t means—the Greck—I amnot to be caught in the ¢ gull
traps of Discipleism ;” the fact is—

Aleth.  Brethren, I do not know why it is, but this subject is a very
exciting one. I feel, much of the time, almost afraid to speak, lest I
should say something wrong. On the one hand, I agree with Brother
P. that it is intolcrable that our ministerial authority should be so
trampled under foot ; but on the other hand, when I have attended the
meetings of our brethren, witnessed the love that prevails among them,
the ardor, the zeal, the piety, and the large numbers that attend, I
can not but feel the convittion almost like a revelation from God, that
the work is of God and that we can not withstand it. And I confess
with brother B., that when I have heard these plain passages of Serip-
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ture quoted, sctting fmth thc wuthouty of Chmt f'01 Clmstxan union, I
could searcely retain my seat. I thought I would reply, but what to
say was the difficulty.  And now, sinee this matter has been put before
Dbrother P., whom I respect, as a man of decided learning and ability,
and he has shown himself incompetent to answer, I begin to suspect
that noman can answer. I at first suspected my own abilily, but find-
ing brother B. in the same predicament, and now finding that brother
P. can make no answer, I am well convinced that no answer can be
made. What to do is another thing, but it is no use to try to withstand
Seripture. That Christians are required to unite is as certain as that
the Bible is true.

L. I am well satisfied that the union of the children of God is rc-
quired by our Saviour, and that we cannot serve him acceptably and
continue our present unhappy divisions. The truth is, I love men of
God wherever I find them, and I desire to he in full fellowship with
ali the followers of Christ. I love preachers of the Gospel, and wish to
sce the time come when I can be in perfect union and peace with all
who preach Christ. I love my neighbors of other dcnomm'ltlons, and
havelamented a thousand times that we were not all in one holy,
happy band.

Lp. Ifully accord with the sentiments of the brethren Just ad-
vanced, and am determined, by the grace of God, not only solemnly to
pray for the union of Christians, end labor for it, but to look for the
Dasis upon which it rests. It can do no good to maintain division, and
Tam satisfied that the more of the love of Christ we enjoy, the more
interest we shall take in the union of the followers of Christ.

Lres, Gentlemen, you certainly are not looking where you are
going. There are a thousand difficulties in the way of our uniting, I
am astenisiied that you have made such concessions in favor of Mr. €.
This is just what he has been contending for all the time. Hec must
have converted you all.

Chr. I hope weshall have no appeals to prejudice, to pride, nor to
worldly ambition. The concessions made, are no more in favor of my-
self than of you all. Our interest in being right is the same, and our
interest in being united is the same. It is as much advantage to each
of you as to myself. You all sce where we are. ~ We are doing noth-
ing and have been doing nothing, not only since our brethren suspended
our support, but for years before, or at least we have been doing noth-
ing that could render us acceptable to the Lord. The cause of'this, is not
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that we have not labored hard, for we have all labored hard, yes we
have all labored peseveringly. But when one church labored, the
other opposed it ; when ene churdhi pushed forward others pulled back.
The cause iz not that we are not tulented, scalous, and honoralle men,
for all admit that we are such.  The reason ixnot that the members
are not honorable and devoted. Tt i< not a waut of liberality on their
paet, for they have been liberal. We can accomplish comparatively
notning in our present divided state, though we had the talents of
angels, and though our desires were as yure as theirs. We must be
engaged in the same eauwse and co-work with God. 'We can do this in
no way, without standing complete in one hrotherhood.

Pres. Who do you think, sir, will come to you and submit to your

dictation ?
Chr. No one, I presume, and no one is called upon to do such a

thing. T am willing to come to the Lord and submit to his dictation,
and we had all as well come to him first as last, for we shall bave to
come to him in the end.

Lres. Ilmow how you speak of eoming to the Lord and his dicta-
tion, but you always have to explain the Lord’s mode to suit yourself.

Chr. No, sir, you are wrong again ; we desire every man o think
for himself, and to understand for himself, as he must account for him-
gelf to the Lord.

DPres. I, for one, can never adopt your views.

Chr.  Thave not asked you to adopt my views! We can not unite
Tpon any man’s views.

Pres.  What shall we unite upon, then ?

Chr. We must unite upon Christ, if we unite at all.

Tres. Who will explain Christ to us.

Chs.  The apostles.  We must receive Christ first, with the whole
heart, and when we have received him—not some man’s views of him
—we must listen to him, and consider who he has authorized to preach
him, to explain him, and receive their explanation of him. I ask yom
ngt, gentlemen, to give up your consciences, or to sacrifice them, but to
exercise them to the utmost extent. I ask you not to receive some
dangerous dogma that you can not sincercly accept, but I ask you to
receive and aet upon great Bible truths that you can not conscicntiously
deny, when onee you look at them. I desire you to have solid truth—
pure, heaven-born truth, and nothing but truth, I desixe you to be-,
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lieve such truth as professors of religion will be compelled toadmit. I
wish you not to leave a surc foundation and stand on an uncertain one,
but I desire for us all to unite upon a basis that shall stand unmoved
and immoable when all things that can be shaken shall crumble into
atoms. We have a Saviour that all will have to admit to be the only
Saviour. We have a book that all will have to admit the best creed
—the only infallible creced. We bavea law that must be regarded as
the only infallible law. We have a faith, a repentance, and baptism,
that will stand the test.  'When we mect again, I desire to see Mr.
P.’s thousand dificulties, and remove a few of the more substantial of
them.

OUR MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

. From the Millennial Harbinger.

“ITow stands the cause of Missions amongst us??’ This question is
asked frequently and from various sources. We would give a definite
answer, were it possible to do so, with any dcgrce of justice to our
Brethren.  'We do not know precisely the degree of material aid that
has been sent in to the Treasury at Cincinnati, but from the prompt~
nessand liberality with which the first gppeals that were made, were
reported to have been met, we anticipated a very general and generous
support. A short suspension in the energetic prosccution of the Socie-
ty’s interests was necessarily caused by the xesignation of the Corres-
ponding Secretary, but we are happy tolearn that the timely and judi-
cious selcetion of 316, B. I'. Frankiin to take charge of the manage-
ment pro lempore, has removed this difficulty, and that the claims of
the Society are now being actively and earnestly pressed upon the
chuickies.  Brother Franklin’s wide acquaintance with the brotherhood,
and the deservedly high estecm in which be is everywhere held, for
soundness of judgment and pious devotion to the interests of our cause,
make us hope that his management and advocacy of these great inter-
ests will not only win confidence, but be honored with ceminent success
in raising funds to carry forward the noble work of missions.

Surely we ought to be a missionary people. God has committed to
us, in a special manner, the ministry of reconciliation through his Son.
Inilling our hearts with the love that moved his own to seck and to
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save us, he has constrained usto feel a deep and abiding solicitude for the
Salvation of our fellows. 'F'o love our Saviour, and to seek the conver-
sion of those for whom he died, are necessarily inseparable in the hearts
of those, who have become partakers of the divine nulure, hecause they
stand as cause and cfiees, in the regencrated soud. We know of no surer
test of the presence and cfficacy of any cause, than is to be found in
the practical efiocts which it produces, and there can be no surer
criterion of the presence wnd power of the love of God in the chnreh,
than its zeal for the extension and triumphs of the kingdom of Christ.
And where this love abounds, T care not what the speeniative viewsof
a mwan may be, his heart will yearn for the conversion of the world.
When he looks abroad upon the waste places of Zion, and sees that
¢« darkness covers the carth, and gross darkness t
home and abroad, superstition and idolatry brood over the wide
chaos of lost and ruined, but immortal souly, ke cannet hut g, O,
that the Lord might arizc npon thee, aud his glory be ween uponthee
—that the nations might cowme to thy light and kings to the brightness
of thy rising.””  And what is this, but to fuel as Christ felt,—to real-
ize that it is our noblest and divinest work appeintcd us under our con-
acring Prinee, to build the old wastes, to raise up the former deselations,
to repair the waste citics, the desolations of many generations !

we people,” that at

Brethren, dowe feel our mission 7 Howmany of us realize that there
is necessily laid upon us to preach thegospel? Yet it is as true of cach
of us as it was of the devoted Apostle, “awvee s unio me if* L preach
not the gospel I We cannot get away from under the eternal weight of
this divineftobligation. In the marts of commeree, alung the high-
ways of travel, within the domestic ¢ircle, the ravages of ~in risc up
before us,—we sce humanity trodden down under its desolations,—our
very children entangled in its futal folds ; and there is 2 voiee witlin us
—a divine voice—the utterance of an enlightened Christian conscience,
which bids us run to the rescue.  We cannot live in the love of Gedand
suppress the feeling. Tn our public and in our private devotiens, we are
praying for the conversion of the nations,—that laborers may be sent
abroad to gather this wideharvest of the werld, that watchmen way he
set upon thy walls, O Jerusalam ! who shall never hold their peace
day nor night : and can we be honest, and withhold oar aid in the blessed
work! O! can we rest, or hold our peace, “until lher righteousness
go forth as brightness, and her salvation as a lamp that burneth.”$ In
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the spirit and after the divine example of our blessed Saviour, each
ttue follower must suy and truly feel :

“ The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me;

For the Lord hath anointed me

To preach good tidings unto the meck,

He hath sent me 1o bind up the broken hearted,

To proclaim liberty to the captives,

And the opening of the prison to thoce who are bound ;

T'o proclaim thie acceptable year of the Lord,

And the day of Salvation of our God ;

To comfort all who mourn ;

To make glad the mourners in Zion,

To give wito them beauty for ashes,

The oil of Joy for mowningg

The garment of praise for the Spirit of heaviness ;

That they may bl, called Trecs of Righteousness,

The plq.muv of the Lord, that he may be glorified.” 3

Is, Ixi: 1y 2.

Therc can be no true Christianity without the Missionary spirit. We
" will defend this thesis against any odds, and before any tribunal that
acknowledges the divine authority of the New Testament :— There can
be no true “Christiahit y without the Missionary spirif. You may talk
about expediency, and higgle about North and South co-operating, .and
stumble at the proper man for the Missionary, and theorize about the
prerogatives of something which you vaguely call “the charch,”—all
this you may do till doom's day—but if these miserable subterfuges.
only cover up your parsimony, and furnish a cloak for your godless
indifference about the Salvation of the lost, you are not of the Spirit of'
Christ at all, and we have no controversy with you. We don’t expect
your co-operation.

Our blessed Saviour has committed his cause to the keeping of the
Taithful and it is to them that he perpetually repeats the sublime com-
mission, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel.” It is a!
work for clean hands andloving hearts. Tt is to preach the g =:,gspel not.
politics, nor humanity simply—but the Salvation of thé souls of men,
~—for the gospel eternally repeats :—What shall it profit a man, if he
live politically free, and die spiritually @ slave. The Gospel reaches
Dboth Paul and his jailor,—takes men as it finds them, and without
stumbling at their political relations, strikes at the tyrant, Sin, reign-
ing in their hearts, and proclaims liberty to the captive soul. Alas, for
tho.>e who would hamper the gospel in the little hand-baskets with,

which they go about hawking their own narrow conceits about the:
_rights of man?! They can ﬁnd room doubtless for Tom Paine’s ¢« Age

i
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of Reason,” or some other work of his with a similar catch-title, but

"let them not think to huddle in among their wares the world embrac-
ing and glorious gospel of the blessed (fod. Watchmen upon the walls
of Zion! I exhort you, suffer not the gospel to be thus hindered in its
divine work of universal conquest !

But may not a good Christian have conscientious sernples ahout a
distinct Missionary organization, scparate from the chureh?  Certainly.
We know of two or three such among us now, who by long and faithful
public service in the kingdom, have won, and deservedly enjoy a good
report, but we ask these brethren, good and true as they are, to turn a
lovingeye upon our Society, and to consider that it is the first-born of
2 wide-spread brotherhood, who are in the spirit of primitive days,
secking to plant Christianity, both at home and in the land of promise,
once more, upon its ancient Jerusalem foundations. To consider it in
that spirit of love, which is not easily provoked, but which rcjoices in
the vietory of truth, believes all things and hopes all things—and thus
to ask themselves, their own heads and hearts, is owr Missionary Society
distinet from the church ?  Beware brethren of ambiguous terms,  The
church, in the wide sense of the New Testament, has no organiza-
tion presented to us in the Scriptures.  But we do not prepare a dis-
cussion with these brethren on this subject at present.  We ask them,
and we will name brethren Fanning and Oliphant, owr geographical
estremes—we expecially ask these, our brother editors, to suspend their
judgment, yet a little, that the heert may have a fair chance with the
stoney th:cories on which the gospel must ever wither without fruit.
Pocket " ¢ controversy, brethren, and pray for the cause of Missions in-
stead. ive us the aid of your wisdom, not the discouragement of
your opposition, and all will be well. Wil these brother editors do us
the kindness to publish this, our appeal to their spirit of harmony, and
cheer us with the hope of a cordial co-operation in this noble cause,
even though it be under a protest against the wisdom of the plan? We
cannot doubt it. W. K. P,

[ Professor Pendleton, who gave to the readersof the Harbinger the
preceding, and made a request to have it sexrved to the readers of this
paper, is pleased in a subsequent asticle to cmploy the following lan-
guage, which, with what is already given, we re-publish without pres-
ent comment.—D. O.] . )

We proposed in our last Number a truce to such of our seribes, as




THE CORISTIAN BANNER., 179

are yet vascillating as to their duty with respeet to the benevolent
movement of our brethren towards some practical and cfficient scheme
for carrying out the great commission. We trust it will be heartily
accepted.  We proposed it, not from any fear that this movement can-
not be perfectly and completely justificd—nor because we have seen
anything said against it that cannot be casily met and satisfactorily
answered, but because we wished to avoid the delay which such a dis-
cussion would necessarily occasion in the practical working of our mis-
sionary spirit. . . . “ .

W. K. P.

THE HOLY SPIRIT, NO. IIL

What is the special work of the Spirit since the death of the apostles and
completion ofthe Sacred Canon?  In our last we showed that one work
is to console the saints ““in all their tribulations.” To say that this is
always done by his promises in the Word might be more that we could
easily prove. Instead of exhausting ourselves however intrying to explain
the Spirit's mode of operating, it is of infinitely more importance to chris-
tians to seck aftera greater enjoyment of that consolation ¢wherewith we
are comforted of God.” Tocke’s system of mental philosophy which ex-
cludes all kinds of knowledge from the mind except what comes through
the senses, bas often been extended so far as to deny that God ‘could
in any way, except through written or spoken words, addressing the eye
or the ear, convey a knowledge of his will to the understanding of
man. This assumption however is abundantly refuted by the fact that
Proplets and Apostles were ¢ moved by the Ioly Spirit” to speak, that
it was “givea” them what they should speak, and that they were
“anointed” with the Spirit to preach the Gospel to the poor. Itis true
that such expressions as ¢ The Spirit speaketh expressly” &e., are
thotight to prove that He always spake audibly at the Apostles’ side,
whose words they merely re-pronounced ; but it is also thought more
theological to teach that they spake in all languages simply as the Spirit
in them * gave them utterance.” ’

Now although we need no new revelations nor miracles of any kind |

it is plain from the facts just alluded to that God in consoling his peo-
VOL. XL—N0. VI.
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ple, as iu revealing his will, way not be confined to the sound, sight, or
remembrance of the promises in the word. The churches after Paul’s
conversion walked in the ¢ fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the
Holy Spirit.” What are all holy cuotions, promptings to good deeds,
and our unaccountably happy scasons but the prescnee of the Holy
Spirit? The pulsations in all the exivemitics beat tinee with the throb-
bings of the heart.  As the heart throws out the blood to the smallest
members of the body, so Christ scnds out his Spirit into the hearts of
his feeblest children, the smallest members of his body; and in the
ratio of our enjoyment of the Spirit so will we feel the Loly emotions
that belong Lo the great Souree of our spiritual life.

If this be abstract spivitual influcnce, let it be so. It is not miracu-
lous if it be abstract, for the mere presence of the Spirit in the heart is
a full explanation of all spiritual impulses in the hearts ofthe saints.
Could the Holy Spirit dwell in the heart and yet produce no comfort?
Does not the very presence of blood in our bodies produce warmth?
Surely there can be no great mystery in this maiier, for as it is God’s
Divine Nature that prompts him to dogood and to feckan indniie hap-
piness in it, so angels and good wen are happy simply because thcy
partake the Divine Nature. Tbe more largely we partake of the Spirit
of Christ, the more we will have of his Nature, {he moie of comfort,
and love, and of every finit of the Spivit. Dut the farther we depart
from the Sun of Righteousness the less of bis Jight and heat we will
pussess. Why has Merewy moie light and heat than any other
planet 2—1t’s nearer the Sun. How appropriate the exhortation then ;
“Let us draw nigh unto God.” “Draw nigh to God and He will
draw nigh to you.” Blessed reciprocity.

It is a good thing to draw nigh to God 1o ask him for the smallest
favor ; for if you come into bis piescuce at all, withieverence, the
light of his eouutenance will shine upon yeu, a.«d you will 1¢ceive much
more than you asked for. Solomon asked only for wisdom, and lo, how -
he was blessed. If you go toward the sun for more light you will get
wmore heat too. It is thus that God blesses “ above all that we ask or
think of” Let us then often, * praying in the spirit,” draw nigh and
make all our requests known {0 hiwm.

The necessity of this comfort of the Spivit is well illusbiated iniheex-
perience of every humble preacher of the Gospel.  Why at times is his
courage all gone—not prepared io preach to-day—ihinks he can do no
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good—wishes some other preacher would happen along—rprays, but can~
not feel for poor slaves of sim and says in his heart: If the world
would be just as well off and the Lord would excuse bim he would like
to steal ffom publie life nud retive io give himself up to meditation and
to the instruction of his family? Bul sce! How he casts himself
upon the Lovd! How be prays! How he lays hold ou the thrope!
And lo, his heart cxpands, bis wouth is opened, grasps firmly the
sword of the Spivit, sinners bow, while bis whole soul is made to tri-
uwph in the unwasting sivength o e gospel.  This truly is to be
¢ strengtucucd widh all might By e Sy in the inner man.” He
can now speak of the Saviour {o all whom he may meet, can go from
Louse to howse, preach on the high-ways, for a “door of utterance is
opened aud he speaks boldly as he ougbt to speak.” He now feels
strong in the Lovd and i the power of his might. What before were
burdens, such as the singer’s opposiiion and indifference, the coldness of
the churel, the juvisible uature of Jhe interests he represents, are now
conveunicutly supported, for he can bear ¢ all things through Christ who
sirenglhens him” by his Spurit.  If the true man of God will, by the
word of God aul prayer, kee,» himsellcharged wiihthis celestial warmth
and feel wheu he rises to, preach thay death is on’his left hand in the
pulpit wiih Wim, aud his grea. God upon the right, and that the con-
gregation is fu gieat davger of dyivg in their sins—this will arm him
with more (han huotan wight, his eye would leok a lion down, and his
courage would spike every cannon in the artillery of hell. Organization
is not om greatest want. What we most need is the ¢ all might”
of the Holy Spirit in the heavts of all—preachers aud churches. How
many of us can go from. house (o house with tears preaching the glori-
ous gospel?  Paul cou'd go weeping and gives us, no doubt, the reason
of it in Rom. 5: 5. “The love o God is shed abroad in oux hearts by
the Holy Spirit.” How oiten Jesus wepi!

He wept that we mizht weep,
Aund shall our checks be dey 2

Let us therefore, brethiren, seek to enjoy the Spiritin our heartsand
it will be what the Savienr promised—*“A well of water springing up
unto everlasting life.

T. M.

—————— e

§% Engagein no pursuit in which you can not look up to God and
say ¢ Bless me in this, O my Father.’

T
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REPLY TO J. B., .

HEAVEN AND THE SAINTS,.

Mr. Ebrror :—The last sentence of J. B's strictures in the April
number of the Christian Banner, if I understand it corrcetly, amounts
to an announcement that he declines farther discussion on the subject
of future punishment. Such being the case, I am perfectly willing
to leave it, as it now stands, to the determination of your readers ; satis-
fied that nothing which has been advanced by him, will have convinced
any who entertained doubts as to the truth of a doctrine which is a libel
alike upon the justice and the goodness of God. With your permission
I will therefore proceed to notice his article on Heaven and the Saints
which appeared in the January number. .

The essay may be considered as consisting of two parts, the first
treating of heaven as a definite locality, and the sccond of that locality
as the future dwelling place of the saints.  Since the’ seriptures teach
that there is a place, the abode of ¢ the blessed and only Potentate,
the King of kings and Lord of lords, who only hath immortality, dwell-
ing in light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath
seen nor can sce 3 to whom be honor and power cverlasting, amen”—
with the former part, but little fault can be found. Butas the right-
cous are nowhere promised an cntrance into that most holy place,
the latter part of the drticle is more objectionable ; and, as will pres-
ently be shown, completely fails to accomplish the design of the
writer. «

It commences with the insinuation that to helieve this carth to be
the future abode of the rightcous is equivalent to believing that
agriculture and pasturage will Le their occupation. Now while it is
true that the carth will be cultivated and yicld abundantly in the com-
ing age, the Bible does not teach that the innnortalized saints will be
the cultivators, neither is such a doctrine held by those, who, belicv-
ing the sure word of prophesy, look forward with confidence to the tiine
when ¢ such as are blessed of God shall inherit the earth.” It is nct
right, then, for J. B. to try to prejudice people’s minds against the
truth by compiling with it that which is false.

The first passage quoted to prove that heaven will be the future
home of the righteous, is John 1. 8¢., and the (uestion is asked,
¢ where then was Jesus going 1 Assuredly he was not going to beaven.
He was going where the apostles could, in time, follow him. It could
not bhe to the Father, for Jesus had a little before said they could mnot
follow him there—verse 33; whither I go ye canuot cume—and the

passage from st Timothy, quoted above, distinctly says that ¢ no man
can approach unto him.” In answer to the question, then, I would
say, he was going forth to humiliation and death ; and that while the
events of that memorable night showed that at that time Peter could
not follow him ; the Lord’s prediction recorded Jno. 21. 1¥, shows that

Ri
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he did so afterwards. The future habitation of the righteous not being
alluded to in the verse under consideration, it follows that it cannot
perform the task allotted to it by my friend.

The next is John 14, 2 and 3 which is thus commented on : “The
Lord did not say that he would stay with his disciples here on earth,
but that he will come again to receive them, and they will be where he
is.”  Admitted  and where will he be when he comes again? There
is but one answer, and it is fatal to my friend’s theory. IIe was then
on earth and when he ¢ comes again,” must return to earth.  Therefore,
proof to the contrary being wanting, the earth will be the dwelling
place of the righteous.

Philippians 3. 20. is next quoted ; but not satisfied with the common
version, my friends tells us he will give us Macknight’s, and upon that
suthority builds up a theory to suit himself. In this instance J. B.
presumes a little too much upan the supposed ignorance of the reader,
and perpetrates a frand.  Dlacknight does not own the translation, and
so far as his printed works testify never hear of it. His rendering,
taken from the 504 page of the 2 vol of the fourth London edition, is
—*“But our conversation is for heaven, whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” This is defended by a note, in which
he says it agrees with both the Syriac and the Latin vulgate. Perhaps
it will be said, this is no argument. Well suppose it is not, and that
J. B’s rendering agrees with the original, it will not help bim ; for the
passage testifies that the Aspostle looked for the Saviour from "heaven,
and writing to che Thessaloaians he says they who are caught up into
the air to meet him will be ever with the Lord.  Unless then J. B can
show—vwhich by the way is an impossibility—that Jesus will return a
second time to heaven, Phil. 3. 23 testifies against him.

Heb. 9. 12, 24 is correctly cnough (uoted to show that Jesus has
entered heaven, the true holy place, ‘now to appear in the presence of
God for us,” but he goes on to say “since we are told, Heb. 6. 19, 20,
that the christian hope entereth into that within the veil, and that
Jesus has entered there as our forcrunner, it is evident that the saints
shall enter t0o.”” Jesus is indeed the forcrunner ; but itis not in that
capacity he entered heaven for us, but in the capacity of o highpriest
bearing his own precious blood.  Surely my friend is not ignorant tha
under the law none Lut the highpriest dare enter the most holy, and
even he but once a year and not without blood. The holy places
made with hands were the figures of the true ; it follows then, that as
the Jews could not enter the most holy after Aaron, neither can the
christian enter the true holy place after the great highpriest. Again,
the Apostle says ‘hope as an anchor enters into that within the veil.
When an anchor is cast into the sea, it enters into the soil at the bottom;
and if the anchorage is good the vesselis secure. In the case before
us, the anchor enters into Jesus, who has gone within the veil—so that
the soul is secure indeed, and come what may will be preserved till the
great day. That J. B.’s explanation of the figure isabsurd will be mani-
fest from the fact that if the same reasoning is applied to ordinary life
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—by that the christian must follow his anchor within the veil.—the
mariner must also follow his anchor to the bottom of the sea.  These
quotations from Hebrews then, like all othev scriptures which refer to
the subject, teach that wan cannot enter into the most Lioly place,
the immediate prescnce o the hlessed and only Poicntate, and it follows
that the hopes of heaven in which J. B. indulges are vain, nol being
founded upon the promise of God.

I hope he will not impute to me a spirit that I do not possess; while
I consider it a privilege to have the opportuniiy of opposing ervor and
giving it no quarter, I indulge in no feelings of emnity lowards him as
an individual.

Czo. L. Scorr.

Paris, May 13th, 1857.

*4* Not haviog the slightest preference for any locality in the whole
aniverse for the Redeemer of men to glorify Lis dear peop'e and put
them in possession of the promiscd revenue of honov and fwwo taliiy,
and not feeling special iniercst in a discussion coucerning the future
location of the chosen in Christ, we notice the preceding <'myly to ntter
a reviewing word relative to one or two sevipiwre quotations hy fiiend
Scott and his use of them. Our co-lubores J. L. nas pleased to bring
up the langnage of the Lord to bis disciples, ¢ Whithet I 0. you can-
not come ; so now I say to you;” and (o Simen he subsequenily says,
¢ Thou canst not follow me now, but thou shalt follow me hereafter.”
Friend Scott tells us that Jesus meant by these words that he was
¢ going forth to humiliation and death,’ and thereforc Simon and his
companions were to follow Jesus to the like humiliation und death.
This view, to our mind, is both contracted and constrained ;—contract-
ed, because it makes the Lord narrow dowx his ntterance to a small
part of the scene before him, thus presenting only suffering and death
to the friends whom he loved ; constrained, because the Lord was treat-
ing of his glorification and promising hjs friends that they should follow
him where he was to be glorified. The Lord refers to his language to
the Jews, where he connests  whither I 20” with “whence I came.”
Such expressions as * I came down from heaven:” “I came forth from
the Father:” “I go to the Father,” are cxpressions very familiar in
the Saviour’s addresses.

The affectionate interview between Jesus and ¢his own who were in
the world,’ on the night of betrayal, would scem to have been as fol-
lows :—Jesus, knowing that the Father had put all thingsin his power,
and that he was come from God, and was about returning whence he
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vame, was pleased to make the last feast of the passover an oceasion of
great significancy to his chosen ones. Soon as Iscariot leaves the room
where the passover was held, the Lord of love says to his fricnds, speak-
ing of things future as though they were present, ¢ Now is the Son of
man glorified ; and calling his disciples by the endearing name chil-
dren, he says, ¢ Yet alittle while I am with you’—even during his be-
trayal, condemnation, and death, he intimates that he is with them.
Then he introduces his departure from them, telling them that at pres-
ent they could not follow him where he was going. They expressed a
strong desire to go with him, because they apprehended that where he
was they would like to be. He does not check their inclination, but
honestly tells them that they could not go in the meantime where he
is to go, but gives them a promise of going afterwards—a very dark
and gloomy promise, if it referred only to following him to condemna-
tion and violent death, which, indeed, as it respects all of them, could
not be promised, provided it be correct thatat least one of them escaped
following him in this manner.

The connexion farther justifies our interpretation. Forhe immedi-
ately adds, ¢ Benot troubled: I go to prepare a place for you.

Another passage that friend Scott seems to touch with a rough hand,
is Heb. 6, where the faithi{ul and argumentative Paul informs us that
the Lord Jesus is the forerunner, who, for us, has entered into the
holiest. It is affirmed by our friend at Paris that while it is true that
Jesus is the forerunner, he did not enter heaven in this capacity, but
as a highpricst. The sacred language is, « Whither [within the veil]
the forerunner is for us entered.” With great distinctness these words
teach us, 1st, that Jesus hag entered the Holy of Holies; 2nd, that he
isnot only highpriest, but forerunter, a term which implies that others
‘at another time arve to follow; and 3rd, that he is the forernnner, not
for some other kind of spirits, but For vs. Our Lord, now in the Holy
Place, is High Priest, Sacrifice, Forerunner, Advocate, Prince, Media-
tor, Lawgiver, Redeemer, &c. And Christ being forerunner as well as
highpriest, and the Jews’ highpriest not having been a forerunner
within the veil, our friend’s next argument, built upon the Jewish
custom; is retwrned to him for amendment.

‘We offer these remarks, not as they bear apon the question at issue
which relates to the locality of the glorified saints, but more especially
to mark our disapprobation of what we regard as the outgrowthi of fapey
in handling the Sacred Word.
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Meantime, we would affectionately say to all, whether called Advent
men or other professing men opposed to them :~—Gentlemen, the cter-
nal home of the righteous will bc a very pretty and happy place, the
abode of lovely and loving men made perfeet in Christ Jesus ; and it is
doubtless far more wise to labor zealously to fit men for this happy
home, than to controvert about its locality.

D. O.

-—

DR. THOMAS. '

Dr. Thomas has published that the recent Russian war would not
terminate till the Lord should come, and destroy Gogand his army on
the mountains of Israel. The war has terminated in a general peace,
the Lord has not come, Gog has been turned back, and consequently
has not been on the mountains of Isracl. What is the difference
between his error in this important matter, and that committed by
‘Wm. Miller and others, whom Dr. T. denounces as ¢ sinners,” “ apos-
tates,” on account of their mistake? Thus far, the doctor has observed
a profound silence as to his mis-calculations, while at the same time
he has held up those of his neighbors before his readers! The case
reminds us of the “mote” and the “beamn.”

From a very reputable exchange paper, which takes rank with the
Advent friends, we extract the above. Dr. Thomas is a large man in-
tellectually, and he isnot smallin the department of learning and gen-
cral knowledge. We wish we could testify thus frecly as to his spirit-
uality. For years we have cntertained a tincture of hope that, as age
came upon the Dr., he would gradually, and perhaps imperceptibly to
himself, inerease in the happy and amiable wisdom of christianity, cul-
tivating and by his marked abilities diffusing love, joy, the spirit of
peace, forbearance, brotherly kindness, and the grace of what is some-
times .called piety ; but this hope no longer exists. His ¢ Herald,”
which we occasionally see, at present published at Mott Haven, N. Y.,
is remarkable for great research,.literary industry, varied knowledge,
dogmatic zeal, personal bitterness, politico-ecclesiastic generalship, the-
oretic pride, and the absence of almost all the heavenly beauties and
sweet spiritualities which are calculated to wnite, adorn, and happify
men. His talents however may not be unprofitably exercised, taking a
wide view of things—for the Divine Master may make use of his labors
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to show the great contrast between the fruits of the christian religion
and the fruits of talented speculation.  While however speaking in this
parallel manner, we must credit him with 2 much larger stock of that
admirable quality called honesty than very many of his popular oppo-
sers,

D. 0.
QUERIES CONCERNING PREACHING AND TEACHING.

Tor the Christian Banuer.

What subject is best caleulated to do away with the prejudice that
exists among our neighbors of other denominations against the Disci-
ples in our weekly meetings or in private conversation?—one that
would at once show them the great contrast between what we consider
to be seriptural and their views, together with our aversion to sectari-
anism ?—or would this only increase it, drive them away from our
meetings, and convinee them that true piety does not consist in com-
bating sectarianism?  Or would it be best to hold forth the love of
Christ manifested in the scheme of redemption and prove to them our
zeal in the cause of our blessed Redeemer and our interest in the con-
version of the whole human family by a well ordered life, and so lcad
them gently along, pointing them to the deeds and sufferings of Christ
and his prayer in John 17th for the union of all his people, and so
induce them to love Jesus Christ supremely, which is always demon-
strated in the fullowing manner, “If you love me keep my command-
ments ?”

My recasons for asking the above questions are these: I Iuve fre-
quently thought tl.ere wasa little too much harshness used toward
those of other denominations, and consequently the cause of Christ
suffered much®n account of it. Though I may lack in judgment, and
will therefore leave it to your judgment, brother Oliphant, whetherthe
above is worthy of notice and fit tv appear on the pages of the Chris-
tian Banner. B

I remain in the hope,
A DiscrrLe.

*.% QOur brother has so happily proposed his queries that all, or
almost all, will be enabled to answer them. Itis not to be doubted
that our love should measure as much as our logic—everywhere and in
all cases, in things private, in things social, and in things publie.
o . : D. 0.
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THE ASSISTANCE OF PROFESSOR MUNNELL.

A worthy brother, wiiting to us last month, expresses greal pleasure
.on learning that the good brother Munnell has become one of the cdi-
tors of the Christian Banner. We realize that both J. Butchart and
T. Munnell are valuable brethren. Qur correspondent says :

« T congratulate you on your good fortunc in getting the assistance
of brother Munnell in your labors in conducting the Christian Banner,
which I have no doubt will contribute muck to its value. I have had
the privilege of becoming acquainted with him, and do not hesitate to

saythat in my judgment he is onc of the best men.”
D. O.

NEWS OF ACCESSIONS.

The faithful brother Richards, of Rockford, Illineis, says that during
brother Moss’ stay with the brethren there, the beginning of last month,
three or four obeyed ihe fiovd and much good othewise done.

More than one thousand five hundved additions are veported in late
exchanges. All the brethren who labo to convert sinners inio saints,
and convert saints into better saints, should be held in dear csteem

and their hands held up that they become not faint in the work.
: D. 0.

NUMEROUS NOTICES.

% The Nature and Duration of Future Punishment,”, is the title ofa
spirited volume of some hundred and twenty-five pages, by Dr. J. T.
Walsh, of Kinston, North Corolina. This work made its way to the
office of the Christian Banner a week or two since : and from hastily
examining only a very limited portion of1t, we preceive that it has merits.
On the cover of this work there is a notice which tells that the periodi-
cal of brother Walsh is numbered with the dead. The prevalent spirit-
ual dearth of these times has fanished it. The Doetor, its editor, like
a benevolent physisian, exerted his skill to save it, but at length had
the painful duty of writing its obituary—ihus:

The Christian Preacher is discontinued. The editor did his best to
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kecp it alive, believing that the caunse in North Corolina demands such
a publication, But, 2iter publishing it four years, it has now failed for
want o adequate patronage. Although there are nearly three thousan
Disciples in the State, five hundred of these could not be induced to pa.a\
for a monthly periodical devoted to their itevests. We shall not stop
to spoak of the cause, but will yemaik in passing, that the editor has
sacrificed more than all the Disciples in the State put tozcther, to keep
up the¥ Preacher.””  Iie does noi «eel it his duty to do more, hence the
paper is discontinucd.

“The Home,”—a well developed, frank, carncst, and virtnous Mag-
azine for the Wife, the Mother, the Daughter, and the Sister within
the family circle. It is published at Buffale, N. Y., and edited by
Mrs. Aery. Only 82 per year.

% The Christian Sentinel :” Peorvia, Illinois: by O. A. Burgess, 1.
N. Carman, and J. Lindsey. This is a prettily yrinted monthly, of
Thirty-two pages, at One Dollar per volume of twelve Numbers. We
have only scen the fivst three Nos. for the current year, but from these
we must judge that the work ministers good to iis readers.

¢ The Canadian Indcpendent: a Semi-Mondily sheet, published by
the Congiegacionalists of Canada. It liails from Tvronto, and is a respect~
able paper.  We shall” ¢ pleased {o exchange with it. Only $1 per
year. Address G. B. Thomas, T'oronto.

¢ The Golden Rule:” New York: D. T. Newton, cditor. Thisisa
spicy, vacy, hearty, perpendicular monibly, which pleads wih whole-
hearted canestness for temperauce, pwe literatwme, pure. spirituality,
and unfeigned honesty and simplicity in every department of human
action. L. is ouly fifty cents a-year, or five copies to one address for
two dollars. The addvess is, D. F. Newton, 181 William st., New
York.

“The Bible Union Reporter, Monthly ; containing the ¥nglish
Seripturcs Reviscd, and important intelligence relating «0 the progress
of pure versions of the word of God,” has fov many months been regu-
larin its visits. The vevision of the Kpistle to the Hebrewsis given in
the Number foc June. We must find time and room shorily to give _
our readers an article pertaining to sundry portions of the revised ver-
sion oi the scriptures by the Bible Uniou; but in the meantime, the
following quotation from an article in the Reporter, copied from the
New Yotk Chronicle, relative to the Final Revision Committee, will be
perused with marked interest:

¢ Ti, will be recollected that it was resolved, at the annual meeting
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of the Bible Union, to proceed at onee to the appointment of this most
important of all agencies connected with the revision enterprise.  Since
that time, the work has been constantly in hand, and progress has been
made, though the final conclusion is not yet reached. It is a measure
that requires great deliberation, much diserimination, and extensive
inquiry and correspondence.  None but scholars of the very highest
order can safely assume the responsibilities of such a committee.

« We understand, however, that definite arrangements have been
made with Prof. I J. Conant, D. D., of the Rochester Theological
Seminary, who is expected, after July next, to give his whole time to
the work ; and also with Prof. 1. B. Hackett, D. D., of the Newton
Theological Seminary, who will give to it all his time, except what is
required tor the duties of his professorship, the preparations for which
will, as far as practicable, be made subsidiary to this work. Both these
gentlemen are heartily interested in the enterprise of vevising the Eng-
Lish Seriptures.  Prof. Huckett expressed himself to that effect some
years ago. Prof. Conant’s position shas long been well understood.—
Therc are, perhaps, no men in the country who are by natare, by habit,
by scholarship, and in cvery point of view, better qualified to do this
work than these gentlemen.

« « « .« « By thePlan of the Union, approved at “its last anni-
versary, the Final Committce will consist of, at least, five or seven
members.  The work of completing the number is still a matter of con-
stant correspondence and almost daily deliberation ; and, notwithstand-
ing the diligence of the Committee of the Board, and their devotion to
the business, we think it highly probable that it will not be tully cons
cluded before the next annual meeting of the Bible Union, as it is one
requiring great deliberation and much caution.”

¢ The British Millennial Harbinger”—DMay and June Numbers. We
heartily welcome our brother Wallis, through his beautiful and useful
periodical, as he again greets us at the office of the Chistian Banner.
We have resolved not to do without the British Harbinger, for we
need the religious news from Britain ; and if our brother at Notting-
ham, England, cannot afford to send us an exchange regularly, cither
on account of postage or some other cause, we authorize him to make
out bis bill at the end or first of the year, and send us the same for
payment.

¢ The New York Chroniele,” is a superior Weekly, conducted by Mr.
Chureh, formerly pastor of the First Baptist church at Rochester. The
Chronicle is fitted out in new type, fine paper, and exhibits other symp-
toms of health. A portion of the paperis devoted to the interests of
the Bible Union. It isa happy and very serviceable arrangement.—
Mr. Church is a Baptist, but not a mere Baptist. We.love all Baptists
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as brethren who make manifest that they love to adore the Saviour
rather than adore the ligaments and usages which pertain to raere par-
tizanship.

D. O.

A WESLEYAN TEMPLE IN EVERTON.

We sclect the following paragraph from the ¢ Christian Guardian”
——an cxtract of a letter sent to the cditor of that print :

Will you allow me a little space in the Guarbiax, while I give you
and your readers an account of the opening services of our new Wesley-
an Methodist Church in the rising village of Xverton ?  This village is
situated on the east side of the Township of Eramosa, and within the
bounds of the Guelph Cireuit, a distance of about eleven miles from
Guelph,  Notwithstanding the badness of the roads, at the hour ap-
pointed the house was full to overflowing. Our esteemed chairman,
Rev. L. Warner, preached in the morning from Exckiel xlvi. 9. It
was truly a solemn and profitable time. Two chcumstances
tended to render the vecasion more than nsually interesting; one was
that it was the first Gospel sermon ever preached in that village ; and
the other was the very pleasing intelligence that there was no debt on
the house ; it laving been built and paid for by our esteemed brethren
My, Peter Steward and Mr. Wm, Plewis.  These noble-hearted breth-
ren feeling the importance of having the pure gospel of Chist preached
to them and their neighbors; they having experienced its saving power
in their own hearts, nobly went to work and built this house and paid
for it ; amd then presented it to God and his church.  May God reward
them, by making it the spiritual birth-place of hundreds.of precious
souls, The afternoon services was conducted by the Rev. Robt. Cooney,
0., The little temple of God was full to overflowing ; so much so,
that a large portion of the congregation had to stand.

#% It will no doubt be an item of news to the people of that region
to hear that Mr. L. Warner preached the first gospel sermon in the
village of Everton. e doubtless delivered the first Wesleyan ser-
mon.

D. O.
GREAT SENTIMENTS FROM JOHN WESLEY.

Condemn no man for not thinking as you think. Let every one en-
joy the full and free liberty of thinking for himself. Let every man
use his own judgment, since every man must give an account of him-
self to God. Abhor every approach, in any kind or degree, to the spirit
of persceution.  If you cannot reason or persuade a man intothe truth,
never attempt to force him intoit. Iflove will not compel him to come,
leave him to God, the Judge of ali. :
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PREACHERS AND THEIR REWARD.,

A journal published irihe city of Boston is responsible for the follow-
ing. Let the reader pause after perusing it and ask himself the ques-
tion, Whatismy duty ?—

“ The complaint is general 5 it eomes up from the seminaries of

- every scet; that no young men will enter the ministry—that the

benches of the theological schools are empty, while the law schools and.
the colleges of medicine are full to overflowing. But, in reiurn, the
young men asked : ¢ Why should we enter a profession where the ave-
rage pay is less than that of a good day labourer? We will do good
where we can.  Perhaps it may be in our power to do much good.
elsewhere ; bul how can welive? How ean we marry—how support a
family—Llow pay off the debt of cducation with such a stipend !'—
True,, a minister of the word of God should be content to suffer and bear
all things, confident of the All Hail hereafter ; but why to the neces-
saxry trials, and the inevitable sorrows, and the too sure sacrifices, of a
gelf-immolating and devoted life—why to all this should be added the
harassings of poverty, the pinching of debt, and the continual anxiety
for daily bread? It is an insane and suicidal policy which brings
about this stute of things, and the Church of America should profit. by
the lessons of the past.”

TESTIMONY FROM AFAR.

A chief brother in. Alubama, writipg to us last month, among other
items of encouragement, thus witnesses—

“T am plcased with the manner and matter of the €histian Banner,
because it keeps close to the ancient landmarks, and breathes a proper
spirit ; and will continue to take i, and try to get others to do so.”

Because of the stern rebuffs of opposers, and not altegether for vari-
ety’s sake, we must occasionally allow some of our friends to speak a

word in our favor.
D. 0.

-—

£ Religion clevates the intellect, ennobles ambition, and refines
the affections.

i

3
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OBITUARY NOTICE.

Died, in Rockford, Illinois, on the morning of the first day of May,.
inst., sister Emily R., consort of Elder t.. D. Waldo, in the thirty-
seventh year of her age, after 2 severe and painful illness of many
months which she bore with christian resignation and fortitude to the
close. When she was sensible that the time of her departure drew
near she called for her husband, ehildren, her parents, and a sister who
had been with her for some weeks, around her bed and bade them a
kind and affectionate adicu Asked forgiveness wherever she had
erred in any way, gave her chi'dren their charge to be good and kind
to their father and God would bless them. Language could not paint
the sccne. It was one where the flinty hearts would melt, the skeptic
would tremble to see one (who by nature was feeble and frail) with
peiect composwe.  Biddiog her parents, husband, children, and sister,
and othe; friends adicu, with perfect calmuess she fell asleep in Jesus.
We donot mowrn as those who have no hope. Her family and friends,
the chureh and socieiy of which she was a member, will long cherish
an affectionate vegovd for ber memovy. It is now sixteen years since
she put on €'ist.  No oue inthechcle of my acquaintanee haslived a
more exemplary life.  On the Lord’s day following, brothe) Y. J. Cor-
rell tendered the consolations of the gospel to a large concourse of
mourning relatives and friends, fiom the fourth chapter Ist Thessalon-
ians, commencing at 15th verse, to the end of chapter.

N.B. The Cluistiaw Sentinel will please copy.

NEWS FROM SCOTLAND.

A correspondent od the British Harbinger, writing from Largo, Sect-
land, communicates the following :

Tt will no doubt be interesting to your readers to know, that iw this
ancient fishing staiiom, with a very primitive and old-fashioned popula-
tion of fishermen and a few weavers, thore has existed a small body of
Seotch Baptists for more than fifty years, who meet together in an old
room which will contain some two or three score persons. Originally
Calvinistie, they have been gradually becoming more liberal and fheir
views move expanded. They are a very worthy, consistent and zealous
people, united closely together, teaching and exhorting one another,
living in peace among themselves, and exjoying more prosperity than
morc numerous churches. Whatever we may think of their position,
we cannot but admire the unity and love which they manifest, and earn-
cstly bope they may go from strength to.strength, and that the time
may soon come when we shall all speak the same things.
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PULPIT ORATORY.

Accustomed as we are to good speaking in this country, let any one
saunter some Sunday into (for example) a Presbyterian Church.  After
hearing the choir sing & hymn or two, and one very short, and one
cnormously long prayer, the preacher commences the main service of
the occasion, e is boxed up in the pulpit. He would think it saeri-
lege if he omitted to take a text, and accordingly a text he takes,
applying naturally, or in the way of a conceit, to his subject. With
this placarded thus in imagination above him, and which, according to
his taste, he recurs to constantly as a sort of refrain—he launches out
into his discourse, which will be sensible, or decorous, or fanciful, or
vapid ; but always formal. The sermon is writlen ouf. The speaker
has come there with a discourse in his pocket, and its apothegms and
its appeals he gives over to his auditors whenever he can lay his finger
on them. On their part, the congregation come to hear a sermon ; yes
they come lo hear @ scrmon ; a certain amount is to be dispensed, anda
general assent to be returned, and the Church breaks up, and all go
home. The sermon is eriticized ; the sentiments may be applauded 3
and itis considered very good advice 5 and there the matter ends.

Not one heart has been touched—not one emotion awakened—not
oune resolution adopted. Not 2 human being it may be, but has assent-
cd to or admired the sermon ; not one, who, especially, and with a per-
sonal application, has arappled with its thoughts in his heart.

—Exchange Paper.

POWER OF PRAYER.

Trace Whitefield, or Pierce, or Nettleton, or Payson, in their tarcer,
and it will be seen that the road between the pulpit and the closct was
well beaten. No grass grew in that path., They, like Moses, dwelt
much of their time in the mount of communion with God ; and when
they came to the people, they were radiant with glory upon which they
had been gazing—not only with radiant glory, but also clothed with
power. The same may be said of others who have atfained to emin-
ence as successful preachers of the gospel.

= We designed noticing in this Number an article in the ¢ Pro-
phetic Expositor” of last month., Something of the kind may yet be
expected. D. 0.




