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The Revival in Sardis.

It was the noon Gour at the conter-
enee in Peacedale.  Deacin Hart had
juined oo group o delepates wha were
nlking abont the dearth of revivals,
Wt why it was that ontside the chureh

Wicre was so dittde interest o rehgion,
sl inside tae ehureh so litlde coneern
e conversion of men.

B-Woll, deacon,” said they, as he
Rd them, “we hear you've been hav-
Bearepmlar old-lashioned revivat over
3.

Bl vroad, happy face of the deacon
ol npafresh as heanswered: “Yes
B¢ tue Lord, we've had a” zreat
Btz We waited years tor the Lovd

fue. but when we just stopped

walting and every one of us set to
work, we tound that the Lord was
there all the time waiting for us,

“Tell us ubout it.\What methods did
youuse? How did you goto work ?”
were the ca-cr questions as they gath-
cred about him.

“Well you see it was in this way.
we dido’t bave no evaugelist, ‘cause
some o the members said iF we'd any
muoney to give away we'd better give
it to the parson instead of to & strang-
er.  Besides, you know they all luved
the parson, and they said, ‘e loves
us and hie knows all about us; and no
man from outside ean come liere o
Sardis and tatk to us heart to heart
the way varson dues”  Aud o we did-
'L have no evangetist.

“Andit appears to me we didn’thave
o methods, neither,  The parson, he
atways kept telling us, It don’t mat-
The Lord

when

ter much about methods.
wants men and  woman

they're ready to do whnt's got thbe
done, the Lord will provide the meth:
ads. The parson kept at us il we all
begun to feel that sumething ought to
bedone.  And then ‘twasw't Jong be-
fore we begun to 1eel that we ought to
to be doing it ourselves. T

and



“Come o ook back on't, it does good.” And he would say that cvery
seem cur'ous how we all acted so sort time on religion, and you couldn’t get 1
o' blind-fike- There we was all wait- no further with him. So when I ':i? !
ing lor the Lord to come, and ail pray- thought of Joe I said to myself, *It’s
ing that He would come. And every neuse to name him ’cause ‘tain't tikely '
time our reg'lar prayer meeting was Joe wants to be saved.’
through we shook nands all round and  “There was old Bill Whitman, a
said we'd had o blessod meeting, and quarrelsome, mean sort o chap. T
it did seem ns though the Lord was go- knew he needed to be saved if any-
ing to come to Sardis, and then we all body did. No one could rememibior
went home, and things run on just the ever secing him 1o chureh.  But when
sane till next week’s meeting, aud I thought of him I thought, ‘Why,
then the purson wonld ask us ‘What Bill Whitman! why, it's no use to
are we going todo abeut these people think of nim as being saved.”  There
ronnd us that ain’y Christians ? was Charlie Sprague, bright, but wiid

“They we'd pray and exhort each and full of ridicule tor reigion, but
other 10 be up and duing, and the how could L bring mysell to think of
meeting would close and we'd shake him as ahopetul subject for vur pray- B
hands and say the Lord was good, and €/ that he might be saccd? Then B
we hoped  he would come to Sardis. their wiis George Stocum,a respectable §
and then we'd go hame again, and alt eitizen, with bis mind fal of polities, §
the time there didw’s seens to do sin-  Put with 1o use tor religion.
ners in Sardis that wanted to be saved  “Aund so 1 thought of Frank Skill
and somehow we began to get ddiscour- ings, who was  breaking his mother’s
aged like 'cause the Lord didn'e come.  heart oy his love of drink; and of :

“Well, one night, right in the meet- Aleck Danvers, whose wite with tean
ing, when everybody was waiting and had wold me only the day betore that {
lstening o’ the clock. parsun  says heseemed to get farther and larther B
right up quick like, “Deacon Hart, do away tilt it almest seemed as i she
you know anybody in this town_that must go with sim and give up ll[}i“,_l_
needs to be saved ¥ a Christian ; and of James Brown, wiog

“Yoa see I'd already praved and Was disgracing the church overy day
made some renarks, and the pamon’s With s backsiiding.  And so oy,
question come so surt o sudden like Pretty much all over town. I thougu it
that I was took all aback, and I stam ¢ men that needed to be saved.
mered ont, “I—l—suppose there ave L knew the parson was waiting t
Why, of conrse there are. Lot of say, as suou as [ named unybody, ‘Des
‘em.! con Hart, will you lead us in prayerd

“ ‘Deacon Hart, said he, ‘will you forbim ? and su, surt o' helpless like, B
name one person that needs to be sav- Ijust said, ‘There’'s men enougl as B
ed? needs to be saved, bat I dan't see no

“Well, now, do you believe it? I encouragement to pray for ’em.’  Naw, §

was dumb as a pust.  Thete were lots I ruess every bidy there thought just

of people T thought about.  But some- the way I did, but. you see, nubudy §
how T couldn’t seem t bring myself had ever said it out loud, and so when i
to name a single one.  There was Joe 1#aid,'Idunt sec no encoucagement B L
Smith. I knew he needed to be saved. to pray for’em,’” everybudy looked up g8 th
His wife joined *fore she was married, quick, just as it their own consciences
but Joe. he always said, ‘T den’s mind had spoke, and they was ashamed (o3
coming to church once ina while cause be eaught distrnsting God'e pover 1o B
it can’t do no harm if it don't do no save

wi
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1 up
mees J
d to 8
o

“Widow Brown was the firet to  “Yes, and my boy Charlie,” sobbed
speak. “Pears to me we've all been Mothier Sprague. ‘And my husbaud,!
doubting the Lord, and that’s why sin- said another. ‘And mine, ‘and mine,’
uers ain’t converted. We're just like snid several women with eager, trem-
the disciples when they asked the Lord bling voices. :

“Why couldn’t we cast them out? and  “Well, there the Lord was in that
the Lord told them, “Becanse of your meeting. Our hearts all sort o' melted
little tuith. This kind can came forth in common sympat.y, and we all see
by nothing but by prayer.” If we be- ench other heart to heart, aud the Lord
lieved as muceh in the Lord’s readiness helped us mightily to pray, and when
and power tosave old Bill Whitman the parson raised his hands for the
or Charlic Sprague as we believe in  benediction, and in broken voice ask-
his power to save s, religion would ed that the Lord would go with us as
mean & good deal more in this town he sent us out into the world, we some-
than it does now.  And I believe she how all fel' as the Lord had come to
contined, with her eyes full of tears, Sardis, and souls was going to be sav-
‘that the Lord is right here in this ed.

meeting to-night to rebuke us, same a8 «we didn’t have no methods to
He did the disciples when he said, “O speak of, but every one of us went, first
ye ot little faith.” to God in prayer, and then from prayer

“Then John Coburn got up, and tomenandwomenaboutus, and it wan’t
every buddy was surprised as they saw long ‘fure we began to rejuice in the
him through their tears, 'enuse he nev- most remarkable conversions.  Old Bill
er somehow had anything to say in Whitman come into the meeting one
meetings ‘cept to pray, and he suid, dight and said as how he had alwayx
“Iyin’t no use for us to be awkward bated religion and  Christians. No
in religion ‘cause the disciples were. man had scemed to care for his soul,
They was all helpless and discouraged and he'd made up his mind that he
like, smne as we, and they made an Was going to die game, and never let
awlul ponz showing of reiigion ’fore anybudy knuw that he -ver thought a-
them Pharisces and that poor, unbe- bout God and the herealter and his
lirviug tather who wanted bis buy cur own wickedness.  ‘But blessed be the
cil.  But when they sce Jesus was a- Lord,” he said, ‘there was an angel from
ming hem then they knew it was all heaven come to me one day whenI
right, us iv will be here in Sardis when  was sanin® wood, and tatked with me
we make onr redgion a real thing a- so tender like, and come again, and
ming scoffers und anbelievers.  Dow’t again, and prayed with me, and here
you remember the Lord turned his sad 1am, old Bill Whitman, saved by the
mee to thuse fanthiess disciple. and grace of God! And the angel that the
wid them, “Bring that poor boy hitner Lord sent was that voman over there

1 10 me”? in the corner God bless ner!

«T can’t tell- you about the rest,
“And dow’t we all know ‘l,hm, that's seause their ain't time. We bad a
\\'l.nu. wo')'e ROt to do here in Surdis.-— great refreshing and their wasw't a
l{nng Bill Whitnan and  Charlie home in Sardis that didi’t have reason
Spragne and all the rest of 'em to the praise God and rejoiee with the
Lord in prayer, with the same faith angels in heaver over a sinner repent-
that the disciples had  when  they ing aud taroing to Sod. It does seem
lronght that buy to be eured? They as if the Lord had  'me to " Sardis to
knew the Lord conld cure him, wnd I atay. blessrd be his name for ever.”

f wlicve the Lord can save Bill Whit-  Tlhure was nat a dry eve as that

man and wants to, t0o.” group of honest men looked into the



deacon’s glawing face pnd grasped him
by the hand. N

“Why can’t we have snel o blessed
revival over in our town?" said one.
“Aund in our town, too,” said another,
“Yes, aud in ours,” suid a third,

And as they passed into the churcly,
tor the afternoun session of prayer was
just beginning, I said to myscll, “Yes,
sure enough, why can't we bhave josg
such a revival 2

And Itound myself saying in an-
swer: “We ean it we will.  The Loxd
wants it.  Our neighbours need it. It
will come if we do what we onght to
do—tenderly, persistently, believingly
pray and fubour, man sith man, heare
to heart. as guided aud heped by the
Holy Spirit of God.”"—Busten Couyrey-
ationalist,
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Programme for Misson Band
\

Hyux “Jesus Saves”

Missionary Creed [in concert]

Praver by Leader

BipLg Lessoy Psalm 103

Misures of previovs mecting.

SINGING “*Over the ocean wave”

RuLi Catl Eachi answering by repeat-
ing w pussage from the Bible con-
taining the word Give.

QUESTIONS BY LEADER

Ques.  In what presidency are the
Telegus chiefly fouund ?

Ans.  In the Madras Presidency:

Ques. Name some  of the pioneer

missionaries to the Telegns
Ans.  Mr. Day, Mr. Sutton, Mr. and

Mrs. Jewctt, Mr, Clough, Mr. and

Mrs. Timpany, Mr, and Mrs. McLav-

rin and others.

Ques.  Review the names of our own
wissionaries in the Telegus Field,
loeating each at his or her proper
station,

The Leader might ask the Band
this question to be answered at the
next meeting.

Who was the first missionary and
what command did he give o his
fellows ?

Close by singing «To the work”
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The empirc of India contains & pop-
ulaticon of abuut 288,000,000. OF this
pumber 20,000,000 are Tetugus. 1t iy
anmong these people that the Baptists
ot these Maritime Provinees have es
tabiished o uisson in cledienee to the
~ommand ol their King: “Go ye into
all the world and preach the gospel o
every creature.”  This misson was es-
tbished in 1875, Av the present
time there are 5 Stations, 3 Mission
TFamilics, and 7 churches, and & mem-
ership ranging from 25 to 40, and this
in a population of 1,700,000—one mis-
sionary to about 340,000, In these
Marttiine Provinees with & population
ul about 800,000, there is une vrdained
minister 10 about 750. This dispre
portion is very nnequil, anfair and un-
christian, It is safe to say that at
Jeast ane-half of the 1,700,000 know
nothing  whatever of the Chrost wao
came to save them, LW M



