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THE

rome and Foveign DBecord

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

OF THE LOWER PROVINCES.

MARCH, 1S66.

PRESENT DUTY.

Never was there a louder call than now
to all God’s faithful soldiers to rally bravely
round the Master’s standard and fight with-
out fainting or weariness the Master’s bat-
tle. Error is beyond example active. The
Enemy is gathering his forces and closing
up his ranks as for a decisive effort. Surely
itis high time for the friends of Christ to
hush every murmur of internal strife and
to present a united front to the foe. The
points assailed may be briefly indicated.

I. INSPIRATION AND AUTHORITY OF
THE Binte.—God gave us his word to be
our rule of faith and of life. Without it
we shonld wander helplessly and hopelessly
throuph the wild dark mazes of error,
knowing neither what to do nor what to
believe. Every true Christian delights in
regarding it as his compass and chart
throngh the stormy voyage of lfe. This
precious treasure is now assailed with every
weapon whic) ingenuity can devise—assail-
ed by ministers of the gospel who are paid
by the state to preach sound doctrine—as.
sailed by ““right reverend bishops” and by
host of humbler imitators. Popery and
infidelity, pretentious churchmanship, and
science falsely so called, unite in this if in
nothing else, and scem to have an equal
interest in casting off the authority of the
Written Word.

Happily however, the Bible was never
before circulated with so much vigor, read
in so many languages, or cherished in so
mapy hearts. God has his faithful witnesses
in the fields of scieuce, as well as in the

pulpit and the church.  Reader, ¢n whose
cide are you? Do you ackunowledge the
word of Gad, lay up its doctrines in your
heart and pracuice them in your hin? If
not, your *lip-orthodoxy” will not serve
you: you might as well be a Strauss, a
Renan, or a Colenso.

2. Tae SasBatH.—Frcm a most un-
expected quarter the assault nas come, and
it continues to come. Men who have sworn
to our own confessions and catechisms, and
who are pledged to teach the doctrines
therein contained; men who at least in
name are Presbyterians, tell us that the
Sabbath day is but a Jewish institation ;
that the fourth commandment has been
done away with; that indeed all the tem
commandments werc abrogated more than
eighteen hundred years ago. The mouth
of the scoffer has been filled with arguments
borrowed from Glasgow pulpits; and the
Sabbath-breaker goes on his way gleefully
under the broad shicld of onc of Her Ma-
Jjosty’s Chaplains for Scotland.

But here again there is ground for ¢ncour-
agement. The people have beeu stirred up
to ““ Scarch the Scriptures.” Able meu in
all the charches have stood forth to vindi-
cate the authority of the Lord’s day; and
though the faith of some has been rudely
shaken, multitades have been confirmed and
enlightened in their hold upon the truth
The battle must unquestionably be foughe
out, not in Britain merely, but in all the
Colonies. Let us prepare for it by “ Re-
membering the Sabbath day to keep it
holy,” and cherishing the holy law of our
Lord in our hearts.
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3. InvovaArrons.—Changes are not to
be blindlyresisted as if everything new were
necessarily evil ; but neither are changes to
be eagerly sought after, as if the old were
worthless acd the new the only pleasant
way. We cannot view with any other feel”
ings than indignation and contempt the
attempts, claborate and persistent, in sec-
tions of the Church of England to introduce
the pucrile peculiaritics of the Church of
Rome. Still more pitiful is the attempt on
the part of some Presbyterians to deck
themselves in the trumpery forms and orna-
ments of a superannuated ritualism. The
command of God’s Word is ‘ Let every-
thing be done decently aand in order.” Our
places of worship should be neat, clegant
and commodious. Our modes and forms
of worship should be in accordance with
those principles of taste which God him-
gelf has established. If we are true to those
principles there will be less scope for the
innovator among us.

4. Missions.—A coosiderable class of
travellers and men of science have, within
the past year, been lond in their denun.
ciations of Missions. They declare that
the races of men are distinct and different,
and that the religion which suits one race
will prove injarious to another. Thus, they
assert, christianity has been the source of
“incalculable injury to the natives of Africa,
Polynesia, and other parts of the world.

This assault might fairly be looked for,
Thc argument in favour of the truth of
(,hrlatlﬁmty, from the success and the
benéficent influcuce of modern missions is
irrefragable. It is stronger and more
telling than a thousand syllogisms and
@ priori axgpments. The infidel of a cen-
tury ggo ridiculed the idea of sending
the gospel to any but a highly civilized
people Christians sent the gospel to Africa
and Poly nesm and the astonishing success
which has crowned, faithful labours in those
regions is the best possxble refutation of the
old infidel sneers and arguments. A last
resort has been fo deny the truthfolness of

the reports of Mnss}omnes but this did
not succeed. Men stood opt to testify to
the truth whose honesty coufd ot be doubt-
ed, Be it ours to make Vhe argp;pent for

our Master’s cause still more cogent, and
the confusion of his encmies still more
complete.  The success of the gospel
among the heathen is the most cheering
sign of the times. To the christian noth-
ing can be more welcome than tidings of
Lmanwel’s triumphs where his name has
hitherto been unknown; to the infidel
nothing can be more cmbarrassing and
confounding.

There is abundaut encourngement to
work for Christ.  We are invited, urged,
commanded thus to work. The Lord huth
need of all that we can do for him. He
requires us not merely to be sound in the
faith, to hold fast the form of sound words,
but to translate our faith, our orthodoxy,
into"action.

s
ADDRESS

To the Children of the Presbyterian Church
of Lower Provinces

BY REV. JAMES WADDELL.

Once I was familiarly acquainted with
many of the lambs of our ccclesiastical
flock, and much pleasing intercourse have
I had with thom both in the domestic and
social fold. Many of them are now lambs
no longer, but I hope they do not forget
the scenes and lessons of their youth. QOthers
have arisen in their places whom I have
never seen, but with whom I covet to hold
carrespondence.  Brothers and sisters who
rememher me, will tell them who I am—
fathers and mothers will give me access to
them, because they know I love them. and
seck to do them good—and where I am
personally unknown the Record will kindly
give me introduction, and make way for the
message which I bring.

Well then, my dear young friends, I
greet you in the name of our commoan Lord,
and remind you that you are highly favored
among children. ¥rom very childhood you
learn to know the Holy Scriptures, to hear
that Jesus loves you, to see how richly he
provides for you, and hew condescendingly
he offers to employ you, and make you
co-workers with him in carrying out his
“ Father’s business.” Ye have read “out of
the mouths of babes and sucklings thou hast
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perfected praise,” and ye have seen that God
fultils this engagement. Unce it was done
in the temple at Jerusalem, by the children
erying and saying ¢ Hosanna to the Son of
David.” Once it was done by a chiid who,
in the excitement of going with other mem-
bers of the family to take an airing on the
sea-side, had forgotten his morning prayer,
and fell upou Ris knees and exclaimed, “1
came away and forgot to say my prayers,”’
and was thus the means of leading a by-
stander to think aad pray and turn unto
the Lord. It has been done by the Sabbath
School children of England, of two or three
generations, who have united in the pur-
chase, equipment, ard sailing of mission
ships, stored with the bread of life and
froighted with ambassaders of peace. It
has veen dene by the vouthful owners of
the John Knexr and Dayspring, who have
furnished their ships for the service of the
mission in the South Seas, and sent them
out with glad tidings of great joy to the
ignorant and perishing. It has been done,
and will be done, in many ways which will
readily occur to children instructed as you
are, in christian homes and Sabbath schools;
and I hope you will all watch for opportu-
nity to speak to your companions for the
Saviour, and show to all that you have the
mind of Christ, But the scheme specially
committed to you, as a common enterprise,
and by which you are called to praise the
Lord, is the sustaining of your own ship in
the Master’s service. In this proposal you
are honored above many,—above your own
parents, for whom no such enterprise was
devised in the days of their youth,—above
children and people everywhere who are not
exalted to the position of fellow-helpers in
the causeof God. Troubles may sometimes
arise, our fears may be excited, our hopes
disappointed and our faith tried. But all
will prove for the best.  God who has done
oreat things for us, whereof we are glad,
mekes the wrath of man to praise him, and
restrains the remainder thereof, and will
bring good ont of evil, though he may sore.
ly chasten us. We must not be prond or
vain-glorious, or God will surely humble
us. Let us work on, and learn wisdom as
we go.

It is proposcd that you open receptacles
for your individual offerings in every family,
and bring up the aggregate at stated pe-
riods to replenish the treasury of the Lord.
I fully expected that you would be supplied
with mission boxes which would insugurate
an interesting era in every houschold, and
furaish an incitement to save portions of
floating capital for bank investment in
cvery home. It is, I think, a sad mistake
that this plan so well devised and acted
upon by the church in Scotland has not
been followed here. But that must not
prevent you from responding to the church’s
call, and working out the scheme. I have
several families waiting, I krow not how
impatiently, for promised boxes; but I am
glad that others have commenced with such
as their own devices could supply. One of
rather capacious dimensions, was recently
opencd im my presence, and though there
are in the family but three children, the
youngest of whom can scarcely speak plain,
and their gatherings extended only over a
few weeks, it yiclded uearly iwo dollars.
A portion of the money like seme of the
immortal Luther’s early pessessions, was
carned by the exercise of precocious musical
talent.

Another bax I wat of, that has been
vielding handsome revenaes to the mission
cause for years. Before the Dayspring was
theught of it was set up ina distant part
of the church; and ite first reccipts were
the proceeds of roble self-denial on the pare
of three little boys, who bargained with
thei. mother to forego luxuries of the
table for an cquivalent inmoney, to deposit
in their box. Year after year that box
sent its conmtribution, and at last Synod
the father informed Mrs. Geddie that he
was instructed by his children to pay her
three and 2 half dollars on account ot their
box. To testify his own interest in their
work he made their shillings a Sovereign,
and gave it as @ contribution to Mrs. Ged-
die’s orphan school. Many a sovercign
has that father given te the cause of the
Redecmer, but judging from the evident
pleasure with which he placed that one in
Mrs. G.’s hands, I should cor<lude that
none was ever given with greater good will,
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That hox, T know, will, in duc time, furnish
its full share of the support of the Day-
spring, and there arc others of like standing
that I could mention that will net be be-
hind.

‘Where no boxes have been provided, and
they cannot be got from the agents, let a
aubstitute be immediately procured. Where
gatherings have not been commenced, let
them speedily be begun.  Time hastens.
The money will soon be called for, and it
will be sad if any are found unprepared.
Some of you I know have already sent in
your first year's contributions. Favored
with generous parents, devoted Sabbath
teachers, and sympathizing friends, some
have done nobly in getting and giving of
their abundance. Many are less favored
in worldly circumstances, whom yet the
Lord needs. Not only can the small con-
tributions not be spared, but they have
done, and now do, more for the Saviour,
than the rich gifts of those who, of their
abundance, cast in much. If there be first
a willing mind, itis accepted according to
that 2 man hath, and not according to that
be hath not.

Let every youth in the church aim at ob-
taining the Saviour’s encomium pronounced
upon her who brought to him her alabaster
hox, and the treasury will be amply supplied.
I know of one boy of seven years, who pro-
poscs to plant an extra ridge of petatoes in
the spring for this service : and what hinders
others to do likewise. May not some have
a mission garden-bed, and others gather
wild fruits in their season. Let the liberal
devise liberal things. Where there is a will
there is a way. Your gifts will be all the
morc interesting to yourselves, and all the
more acceptalle to the Saviour, if they are
the products of your own industry.

The Lord loveth a cheerful giver. He
would have you remember—and while you
remember realise the truth of—the words of
the Lord Jesus how he said, “ It is more
blessed to give than it is to receive. Honor
the Lord with thy substance. “Cast thy
bread upon the waters, and thou shalt find
it after mavny days,”

Missionary Meetings.

We are glad to hear from correspondents
of annual missionary meetings being held
in many of our congregations. At some
of these cloquent addresses are delivered,
and then subscriptions are asked for. In
other cases the mecting is asked for a col-
lection which may amount to a few pounds
—three or four perhaps—and then allis
forgotten. The truth is that the enthusi-
asm caused by eloquent and carnest speak-
ing, by a fair exhibition of the wants of the
church, should never be allowed to pass off
uselessly. It should be economized. Col-
lectors should go round nextday; ora
gpecial collection should be made on the
next Lord’s Day. Missionary meetings
might be held with much profit oftener
than onco a year. The services of speakers
should be secured who are thoroughly
familiar with the work and the necessities
of the church. In Canada we observe that
the Missionary Meetings take place under
the auspices of a delegaion of Presbytery.
Two members are sent off in this dircction
and two in that, till all the congregations
are visited. This plan has many advan-
tages, and it might be introduced with
advantage in our own church. Bat the all
important object is to bring matters clearly
before the people so that all may understand
why the church wants our help, and what
she is doing with the money we place in
her hands.

0T
THE “JOHN WILLIAMS."

To carry on the work of Missions in the
numerous islands of the Pacific, and to
maintain an efficient superintendence of
the native agents and Churches, a mission-
ary ship has been long found indispensable,
The * Duff,” the “ Camden,” and the first
“John Williams” have done excellent ser-
vice in past years; and now that a sccond
ship bearing that honored name has to set
forth on her benevolent enterprize, we truss
that through the divine blessing, hercourse
may prove yet more eminently prosperous
than that of her predecessors.

When the directors of the London Mis-
sionary Society resolved to build anew
ship in the place of the “ John Williams,”
wrecked last year on Dauger Island, in the
South Pacific, tenders were received from
a select number of shipbuilders in Qifferens
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parts of the kingdom. The estimate fur-
nighed by Messrs. Alexander Hall & Co.,
Abherdeen was accepted, not only because
it was the lowest, but because, in looking
at the firures, and in view of all the cir-
cumstances of the case, it was felt that the
builders would enter into the contract, not
with a view to profit, but vecause, as thev
afterwards said, “they had never built a ship
for war, but were anxious to have the pri-
vileere and the honor of bhuilding one for
peace.”  Having furnished a beautiful
model of a clipper barque, the ship was
completed within the specified time, and on
Thursday, the 5thof October, was launched
into her future element amid the cheers of
an immense number of spectators.

The “John Williams” is a barque of
124 feet in length, 25 fect in breadth, and
15 feet depth of hold. ITer builder’s mea-
sure is 370 tons ; and she is classed 13 years
A 1 on Lloyd’s register. The frame is of
British oak, trussed diagonally with iron
plates. Iron beams are also laid down for
the deck planking, and four lines of plates
run throughout the entire length, with
diaconal bars intersecting them, between
each mast. The planking below the water-
line is of the finest American elm and the
best quality of teak All her fastenings are
of the first order, and the workmanship,
even in the least prominent sections of the
ship, i3 perfect. She is coppered and cop-
per-fastened. There is a poop, or quarter-
deck, raised 34 feet ahove the flush, or main
deck, giving eight feet of height to the
saloon, which extends about forty-five feet
from the stern, where there is a covered
wheel-house, with steering apparatus on the
most approved principle. The saloon is
roomy and airv,and is fitted up in a simple
yet elegant style. There are state rooms
on both sides of the saloon, with three dou-
ble berths in each, well ventilated. The
framework of the state-room doors is of
teak, and the lower panels of maple, both
highly polished. A bookcase will occupy
a large space in front of the stern cabins,
where there are twe compartments, and
berths for children as well as adults. The
tables are so arrenged that they may be
used for purposes of study as well as for
meals. The saloon is lighted from above
by skylights of stained glass with appre-
priate texts of scripture, the aspect of the
whole being light and cheerfal. It is in-
tended for European missicnuries. In the
middle part of the vessel there are three
berths, immediately before the break of the
poop, the captain occupying one cabin and
the mate snother, while the steward’s pan-
¢ry and the dispensary arc in the centre.—
€till farther forward are the “’tween”
decks, a_cabin for native teachers, a large
roomy place, with bedreom accommodation
on each side and excelient ventilation—a

most important provision in those warm
climates where the ““ John Williams” will
be employved. In the forecastle there is am-
ple accommodation for the crew, and near
to it a sail-room, with berths for carpenters
and native pilots or boatmen, which are
often required when the ship is among the
islands.

The ship is modelled according to the
finest lines of the Aberdeen clippers. Her
entrance is sharp, and her run very clean;
while the floor is long, and the sides so
rounded that there is not an angular poing
about the hull.  There can he no douht bug
the ship will work her way under any cir-
cumnstances, where there is wind, otf' a lee
shore, and will be easily towed in a calm.
The main and fore-mast are of iron, and,
having openings into the hold and at the
top, they form ventilating shafts—a most
important consideration where there is car-
go. The how is ornamented with a buss
of John Williams, representing him in his
prime; and underneath, overlapping the
neck of the prow, is a carved and gilded
open bible, with the motto, ¢ Peace on
earth, and good will to men.” On the
stern, which is finely rounded, there is a
dove with the olive branch, and the scrip-
ture “ (o ye into all the world,” &c. The
ship is barque-rigged, with all her standing
rigging of iron wire, and has a very light
and graceful appearance.

The *“ John Williams” sailed from Lon-
don early in January, but encountered a
terrible storm in the Bay of Biscay and
had to put back for repairs. At one time
during the gale it was feared that all would
be lost; boats were carried away, the rig-
ging cousiderably injured, but happily no
life lost.

PPl
AN APPEAL FROM (KDIA.

A Missionary Conference was lately held
in Calcatta in which the Missionaries of
the Baptist, Free Church, Church of Eng-
land, Church of Scotland, Wesleyan and
Independent churches took part. After
prayerful discussion of the claims of the
heathen, and the best method for spreadiag
the gospel, an Appeal was adopted, address-
ed to “ Ministers, Stadents, and all such as
desire to he engaged in the spread of Chris-
tian truth.”” They ask earnestly for a
Iarge increase of men to labour in India, a
country whose claims they consider para-
mount.

“ We pleal, not for a country but a con-
tinent; not for a nation bat au empire,
composed of numerous tribes and miany
nations, We plead forraces richly endowed
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with those qualities which give power and | sin, and to point the people to the Saviour

influence to men, and who in the aggregate
form one-seventh part of the whole popula-
tion of our globe. We plead for a people
far more numerous than Africa and Ame-
rica united possess. We plead for regions
which, in extent, richness of resource, pro-
ductiveness and population, are equal to
Ttaly, Austria, Spain, France, Germany,
Prussia, Scandinavia and England uuited.
Whatever indeed, in the form of dread su-
perstition, vast demoralization, and great
power and capability, is supposed to consti-
tute a reason for the exhibition of Christian
zeal, love, pity and beneficence, we can
show in behall of 1ndia.

“And the magnificent empire, greater
than Yersia, Babylon or Rome ever ruled,
is open to every form of legitimate Chris-
tian effort. Schools are wished for, and
may be established almost everywhere
without the risk of failure; Christian pub-
lications are scldom rejected, and usnally
welcomed ; and the Gospel may be freely
preached in every bazaar, city, and village,
stretching for more than 2000 miles from
the Himalayas to the sea. There is, in-
deed, no heathen, Mohammedan, or Roman
Catholic country in the whole world so
open to missionary effect.”

Then we have the following account of
the work going on:—

“There are about 525 European and
American missionaries now laboring in
India. They are aided by 140 ordained
native missionaries and 1400 catechists,
whose services are invaluable; but besides
looking to the Indian Church for aid, we
naturally turn to Protestant countries for a
larger supply of intelligent, learned and
devout men. At present we have but one
ordained native or iluropean missionary to
cevery 300,000+of. the population. Imagine
cight ministers labouring in London, as-
sisted by seventeen Scripture readers and
City Missionaries; or seven of the former
labouring in all Yorkshire, with fiftcen of
the latter; or one of the former with two
of the latter in Novthamptonshire, or Not-
tinghamshire, or Leicestershire, as the en-
tire Church agency for the conmversion of
the people, and then you will have but a
very inadequate conception of the paucity
of Christian labor in India.

“The result of thisis greatly to be de-
plored. Long established missions are with
difficulty sustained in a condition of effi-
cieney. Many devoted brethren are left to
labor alone. Promising openings for the
introduction of the gospel are unoceupied ;
and vast regions, containing millions of
human beings, are left without one single
witness to protest against superstition and

|
!

of mankind. The limits of an appeal of
this kind arc too contived to give anything
like a description of the extent of the field
unoceupied, but we point to the fact, that
whilst no town or province in India has an
adequsate supply of Christian laborers,
there are several states lavger than Wales,
scores of districts larger and more popu-
lous than English counties, and an equal
number of towns and cities containing from
25,000 to 300,000 inhabitants, without a
Christian teacher of any description.”

incouragements to Jabour are not want-
ing. The vast Indian Empirc is at peace.
Eng. nmen are everywhere respected.
Preiudices though deep and wide-spread
are not violent. There is little or no
danger to life. The climate is not very
fatal to men of careful and temperate
habits.

“ A misconcepiion exists in reference to
the kind of men requited in India which we
are anxious to remove. Qur greatest want
indeed i3 men who unite to the highest
devotion to their work and the greatest
intellectual endowments, a large and varied
amouat of culture and learning. But for
others less richly gifted therc are fitting and
neble spheyes. The refermer like Luther,
the thinker like Calvin, the preacher like
Whitfield, the organizer like Wesley, the
lecturer like Chalmers, the teacher like Lan-
caster, the writer like Paley, the pastor like
Neff'; and men of humble pretensions, who
with loving hearts will be content to talk
with the poor and hamble by the wayside
or at the cottage, may all find here “set
before them an open dvor.”

“Need we say more? The deepest,
most yeamning, desire of our hearts goes
out in the cry—*‘ Comre over and help us.”
“ The harvest truly is great, but the labor-
ers are few ;”” we therefore not ouly pray
“the Y.ord of the harvest, that he wounld
send forth laborers inte His harvest,”’ but
we appeal for help to such as are willing to
labour where superstition has wrought its
most disastrous effects, and the noblest
triumphs are to be won for Christ. If we
could mse words of the most persuasive
eloquence, and arguments of resistless
weight, we should feel them mest fittingly
employed in pleading with yor to become
missionaries in India. We ask your aid in
behalf of 180,000,000 of our race who are
almost as far away from God and His trath
as they can he : we ask you to give your-
selves to the noble and honered work of
seeking to lead these wanderers to Chriss
that they may be saved.”
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Letter from Rev. J. D. Gordon.
Dillon’s Buay, Eromanga, Aug. 3, 1865,
REvV. A¥D Drar Sir:—

My first year’s residence on this island
draws to a close, and T am thereby remind.
ed that yvou as Seccretary of the Foreign
Mission Board will expect areport. To
draw upn one, however, and compress in-
formation on a varicty of topics within a
rcasonable compass, and at the same time
convey a clear and truthful impression, is
what I do not fecl competent to undertake.

On Thursday Aug. 3, 1864, the * Day-
spring” landed me and two boat-loads of
my etfects on the rocky shores of Eroman-
ga, which done she sailed again the same
day to locate the Rev. Mr. Morrison and
Mrs. Morrison on Fate. My first habita-
tion was the house of an Anciteumese
teacher which was cheerfully given up to
me, while he re-occupied one belonging to
Mana and Joe. IHaving in a few days
gained the ascendency over my feelings I
began to build one for myself. To do this
with such materials as the island furnished
and with native assistants was not an easy
matter, especially as the timber was carried
a day’s journcy from the mountain, a fact
of which I was not aware at the outset, or
the dimension of the building would have
been less than 58 x 18 feet. Some women
plaited thateh for the roof out of the sugar
cane leaf, and the house was fit for occupa-
tion in two months. One half of the build-
ing is our school-room. Of the houses in
the sketch in Dr. Turner’s work not the
shred of one was to be seen.

STATE OF THE ISLAND.

Before looking at the state of the island
at the time of my settlement, it may be
well to advert to the progress made by the
gospel previously. After the event of 1861,
17 persons went to Anciteum whero they
remained a year. Three afterward proceed-
ed to Marc while one remained on Anei-
teum, Four had died on Aneciteam, and
two more shortly after returning to their
native island. All who came back went
into the sandal-wood trade aud some per-
manently. Two are there still.

Of the original number seven are now no
more; and one is afixture on Mare as he is
married there.  ‘'Two were baptized on
Auciteurn and three others have since
availed themselves of that distinction.
Then as all who left were not Christians,
so all who remained behind were not heath-
en. After the death of the missionavies all
religious exercises, excepting what were
pivate, were suspended.  Thervewere how -
ever, 30 who kept up family worship and
abstained from cooking on the Sabbath.
Of these 24 were voung. About 32 re-
lapsed and among these were two chiefs.

When Mana and Joe returned they com-
menced to hold public exercises on Sab-
bath in & small house. A few young per-
sons, but old fricnds, gathered around them.
After a year’s residence at the Bay, Mana
removed to Rampuntowmax the chief set-
tlument six miles distant. There resided
the people just mentioned. A house was
erccted there workic z at which he injured
his side, while those who should have been
assisting him more taithfully wore engaged
at a feast.

On my arrival prospects were cheering.
A reed churchhad been put up at the Bay,
another not far off, and a third was in
course of ercction. Thus matters con-
tinued for a few months: but alas—the
proverb, “Too good to last long,”’~—was
soon applicable.

My predecessor’s translations were an
clementary work of 8 pages; two editions
of a catechism, the last being a tract of 4
pages, and filled with the principles of
saving kuowledge very well cxpressed and
very popular; the history of Joseph and
the Exodus a work of 24 pages closely
printed, aud which must have cost many an
hour of fatigue; the gospel by Luke; the
book of Jonal; the three first chapters of
Genesis, and some minor extracts. The
history of Joseph was finished six months
previo 1s to his death, but only a few copies
of the work were in circulation during his
life. While we lay at Anciteum, the re-
maining sheets of the edition were gathered
up and sent to the island by a young man,
who had come for them,

On the suggestion of the Rev. J. Inglis
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the gospel was issued aftrer having under-
gone a revision by the Rev. J. Copeland,
(who also supplied the 11th chap. which
was missing,) with the assistance of an
Eromangan lad who was on Aneiteumn.—
The printing was finely executed by the
Rev. J. Llla, during his detention on that
island.  Mr. Ella also published a primer
of cight pages, and a third cdition of the
catechism, and thas rendered very import-
ant service on this island.
EDUCATION.

It may appear incredible to you to hear
that I did not find one who could read when
I came here. Mana could read whatever
he had previously learncd either in the Sa-
moan or his own languege ; but take him
out of that beaten track, and he was ina
position similar to that of a boy who might
be set to read Homer without having pre-
viously translated his lessen, and who had
neither teacher nor lexicon. Joc had not
made the acquaintance of half the letters of
¢he alphabet ; and even at this date he hag
to think twce before he can call them all
by their proper names.

My first efforts were directed towards
taying the foundation of =2 book education,
I, of course, began with those who were to
be the instructors of others. But the diffi-
culty was not to teach but to unlearn. To
break down the rote system: that was the
dufficalty. And fora native to learn the art
of reading, owing to his innate indolence
and lack of curiosity to explore new fields,
was the sorest drudgery.

In the end of November the following
persons were teaching under the new re-
gime : — (1) Nivan, at Rampun-umpan,
southern headland, four miles off; (2) Soso,
at Rampun towmasi, oldest station, six
miles distant; (3) Narufo, at Rampuniatevi
and Riako, seven miles; (4) Nariovi, in
December, at Rampun-umakasow, eight
miles distant by the coast; (5) Niloki, at
Rampunari, a mile up the river, at the
bay; {6) Joc at Unumpup, two miles up
the river; (7) Nciheiman, at Sufu, two
miles north; (8) Umow, at Arowo, Row-
vilvow ; (9) Nerimpow, at Potnuma, same
side of the island. The two last menzioned
hegan in January. I have taken the liberty

of introducing these men to you, for they
are worthy.
VISITS,

In December my first visit was made to
Rowvilyow. T rode thither, as I had heen
obliged with a horse by Mr. Henry. The
The first half of the distance was quite
passable, as the way lead over mountain
plateaus; but the other half through dense
forests, over and around mountains, across
brooks, gullies, ravines and rivers where
horse had never planted foot hefore, and
then at the risk, many a time, of being
killed. On the sccond day, for example,
whan at & steep place in the path I was
apprized that it was on the brink of a pre-
cipice—a Fact which was concealed by the
long grass and rank weeds. Upon drawing
the rein the horse put his hind leg over.—
Both of us feeling ourselves going 1 threw
myself on the opposite side, and the animal
struggling to regain his pesition toppled
over on the safe side. 1 managed to disen-
gage myself from the saddle and get from
underneath, and escaped with a bruised
kuee only, and grateful to the Preserver of
life for rescuing us from a death so fright-
ful as that of falling over a precipice some
hundreds of feet deep. The landscape was
really enchanting ; but the moral wastes!

We lodged the first night with an inland
chief in an open house. The night was
cold and all spent it comfortably. Next
day we met, at a small bamboo school
house, about eighty people. Learning that
a hostile influential chief was absent I sent
two other chiefs for him; but the naked
savage would not honor me with an audi-
ence. lle had a programme of his own and
positively refused to be seen. He is the
successor of the one who dispersed Mana’s
flock in 1861.

As Joe in particular was opposed to the
re-opening up of Rowvilyow, and being at
a loss to know how to proceed, after having
addressed the people I took a vote, when
there stood up for a teacher thirty-five men,
twenty boys, and there about twenty women
outside. Having again consuited those who
accompanied me thither all agreed to leave
one with them. Next morning, when tak-
ing my leave of them, it was quictly inti-
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mated that the teacher would not suit.—
The renson why came out afterward.  His
fathe~, in former days, had killed some of
the tribe of which he was chief, and the
teacher was not one of the tribe of our hos-
tile chief. In short, the people though able
to cope with the man Wwere afraid of him.
But as all arrangements had been closed
asnd information then given withheld, I
could not stultify my own proceedings by
leaving one whom they wished, especially
as | vould ill spare him for them, but pro-
mised to let him come in a month’s time,
w't’1 which they were satistied.
EXPLORATIONS,

After the meeting on the preceding day
we proceeded to the sca, two miles distant,
and there saw a few of the remnants of
Mana’s work. TFording a river at the west
side of the bay, we were walking around it
on our way to the old site, when having
walked a mile over loose sand while the
evening sun was beating upon us, I was
obliged to halt. The natives with us, too,
belonging to Rowvilvow were afraid. We
sat down on the shore in company with a
few natives of the place who were painted
red and black, well equipped with foreign
arms, and in the interest of the traders.—
We chatted together, prayed, and on part-
ing sang the ‘‘ happy land,” a hymn with
which a small spot on the then desolate
shores had once heen vocal; and we cculd
bat hope that “ The strains which once did
sweet in Zion glide,” would soon be pourcd
forth rom hearts tuncd to the praise of
Him who is Lord over all and blessed for
evermore.

While some were thus engaged, others
were exercised about making a safe retreat.
The wood at the base of a mountain was
nigh. Two of us brought up the rear, and
just while within a pace or two of the for-
est a Rowvilyow native who was behind
me hounded forwarded, gun in hand and
looking behind him thoroughly frightened.
Ilooked behind me and the only apology
that I could make for him was to doff my
hat o his countrymen ou the beach.

The sun was then noaring the sea and a
mountzain half a mile in height to climb
and two miles to be walked sfter that. We

agnin met our friends at the place whence
we had sct out, and after & bountiful repast
assembled for worship,  Undesignedly we
were two companies worshipping simal-
tancously. Two natives prayed, and thus
engaged while one was praising between
his sentences the aceents of the other were
distinetly heard, and tae effect, at feast
upon my mind, wag impressive. There
they stood — two witnesses ~ and surely
every word shall be established.

Some women were cxceedingly timid.
Even when urged by others they would not
come near me, and if I strolled down to
them they would tremblingly repeat my
words —sometimes in a ludicrous manner—
being stupid fromn agitation,

T'here, too, [ saw one of those who had
been to Samoa—a helpless cripple. He
had not & finger on cither hand of the
slichtest benefit.  Another of those who
had been to Samoa and who lives on this
side the island, has since taken to himself
two womun. He acquired sufficient in-
fluence by being made overscer of a sandul-
wood station, to purchase two.

PROGRESS AND DECLINE,

When Mana and Joe resumed the work
all the malcontents in their vicinity threat-
ened to kill them. Anticipated discase and
death were assigned as reasons. The recol-
lection of the scourging which they had
received i3 burnt into their very hearts. A
few months afterward, and eleven previous
¢ my settlement—there was an carthquake
of unusual violence. One in 1860 hroke
up a war encampnient, The influence of
the last one was turned in favor of Chris-
tianity, I know not how, unless it were
through a story which got into circulation
to the cffect that Mrs.— (my informant,)
and Maua prayed and the island did not go
down. Humanly speaking the work was
resumed a vear too late; as I came when
the good impression was fast fading out of
the memorics of the mass and now it is
clean gone.

For four months after my arrival the
attendance at the Bay on Sabbath would
average 100. Some days about 150 were
present.  That of the school during the
same time would be 30 or 35. In January
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nearly ~30 primers and 500 catechisms had
been circulated. It may strike vou there
was some prodigality in that. But when
one comes saying he wishes a book and by
promise guarantees to make a zood use of
it, it is not easy to refuse. A few days
after their receipt, they were hune up to
smoke, the owners not troubling more
cither them or the school-rooms. This
was not uncxpected. In March only
about 150 persons were at all regular in
their attendance, and by the middle of May
but 123, which leaves a small dividend for
cach school.

CAUSES Or DECLINE.

The number and poteney of the influen-
ces at work against Christianity vary ac-
cording o circumstances and localities-
Take as an illustration Unumpup: The
“John Williams’” last visit—took away a
young man belonging to that place to
Amnciteum, and who subsequently resided a
year on Mare. He affirmed on his rcturn
that the people where he had heen were
dying, and zealously set himself to oppose
the spread of the Word of God. Some
from that tribe who attended both school
and church immediately threw up both;
anid Joc who had been settled there four
months was dismissed in March. I never
got an audience of the chief (a youth under
the influcnce of others) and of the people
but a very few.

Take another instance. In Jannarv a
voung man was Killed at Rampuniatevi.—
He had been trespassing upon a chicf in a
neighboring settlement. A breach of the
seventh commandment is punishable with
death, and it is one frequently inflicted.—
At the time I had invited all the chicfs fa-
vorable to christianity, to a supper and
cntertainment with the magic lantern.—
When they were present here, next morning
after school one shot an arrow into Waki’s
side. He was carried into a house near hy,
and death not immediately ensuing, the
brother of the one who shot him, and who
had been m the Dayspring five months,
went next day and cut his throat. Waki
was one of the Bunkil party in 1861, It
was in his heart to have told them, but he

dared not. Waki's father had killed the
father of his murderers when they were
little boys. This was the reason why he
met with such a fate. He was not really
killed to appease the vengeance of the in-
Jjured chief, whose women had ran away
from him. Thercupon followed the re-
fortification of war caves at Raiko, and
soon after at other places.

Again, alter these things, a chief of this
settlenrent incurred wrath, by keeping some
boar’s tusks which he should have given
to another, and by some other informality,
and it was generally resolved to destroy the
two settlements, Difterent chiefs cautioned
the teacher against putting up a church,
which was in contemplation, as it would
only be burnt. One night he was awakened
by the enquiry. “ Who is with you.” On
replying that he was alone, he was advised
to remove as he would be killed. To this
he said, that if any were disposed to do so
they might. that they could ouly kill his
hody. Finall:s, nearly one half of the island
wes involved, and the agitation for two
months was intolerable. The matter was
settled by making a present of gools. But
Riako was destroyed.

Take another stand point. The mission
premises arc on the point north of the river.
The sandal-wood establishment is about
four hundred yards farther up the stream.
On the opposite side satan has kept 2 small
outlying picket since 1839, Shortly after
the settlement of teachers at Rowvilyow,
one from this detachment proceeded thither
and inflamed the people, or tried to, against
christianity, and advised them to kill Umow.
The cry about discase and death, took, of
course. Others did similar work ina district
south-

In February a hoat came from Ancitcum,
The captain was a gentleman mentioned by
Admiral Erskine. It was reported of him
that he asked the people on the other side
of the island why they take missionary,
ani that he told them the people elsewhere
who did so were dying, and that they should
throw away their clothing. Now, I am not
aware that the man ever said so ; and our
fricndly natives here were charitable enough
to helicve that some of their own country-
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men got it up. Nor would I mention it
here were it not for the fact that the effects
produced were the saime. There was a gen-
eral flinging away of clothing, a return to
nudity and painting.

I do not know if I S]l()l&ld mention that
I heard of a design against myself, which
was to have been put in execution by
knocking at my door some night. Two of
our natives seriously cautioned me against
responding if such solicitations should be
made. There was something in this but I
am not aware of its origin. It was gene-
rally known. These things were not nice
fullabys.

FEASTS.

But above any one or all of the preced-
ing causes combined is another, namely,
teasts. Slander may be outlived ; foes, not
implacable, may lay aside their enmity ;
but when will feasting be numbered with
the things that were? The sounds which
fell first upon my ear after landing were
those of shells blowing for a feast, and like
the tolling of a bell. Since that time there
has been no intermission. Within a radius
of 10 miles from this place there have been
held 25 or 30 feasts regularly at the times
of new and full moon; and at the larger of
these 400 or 500 were assembled. To give
an account of these would require a sepa-
rate paper. Sufficeitnow tosay that theyare
prolific of evil, and are Satan’s stronghold.
Preparation is made for one a fortnight
before hand during which time companic®
are arriving who come in some cases from
extremes of the island. At feasts, coun-
cils for war are held and the enemies of the
Lord strengthen their hands. For feasts
the chie both in quantity and quality, of
the products of the carth are gathered, and
of hogs also. Wagon loads of yams are
bound to a frame work made in the form
of an isosceles triangle and having bases
varying from 3 to 30 feet, and some of
which extend to the height of 100 feet.
And there they hang for five or even seven
months. At these their sacred objects are
exhibited, viz.; navilaks—which are com-
posed perhaps of argillaccous earth, or
some of them may be stalactites—weighing
from 3 to 30 Ibs. Thesc are images of the

new and full moon and the great gods of
Eromanga, and are in the possession of the
chiefs. When not in usc they are kept hid
in the ground. Small ones are ina few
instances the property of others. These
stones, curves and rings, are continually
changing hands. Hence I infer that idol-
atry will not fall piecemeal. Numpuri
shells and boars’ tusks are their other
sacred articles. The shooting of a volley
of arrows at on-lgokers is a practice too on
such occasions not unfrequently fatal.—
Another thing which has operated agaiust
us is the fact that scveral have been re
moved by death.
DEATHS.

The first called away was a little hoy—
one of those who had stood firm though
very young. kis sufferings were unmiti-
gated. When removed his hip joints were
entirely bare and protruding. We may
hope that he is now like Lazarus nestling
in the bosom of Abraham.

Mana followed on the 17th January.
He had been laid aside from all active
duties long before I came. His disease was
probably pulmonary consumption. As I
gave an account of this event at the time,
I need not repeat it now. Since that
period 8 have followed, also 4 children.—
Of the heathen 4 died near us. One was
carried to me delirious from sun-stroke.
His skrieks frequently awoke me at night
while he remained on the mission premises.

One who had come to see the Dayspring
on her first visit, was killed and eaten
shortly afterward. In December the grave
closed over his murderer. He was interred
by his friends on the opposite side of the
river. Hearing at sun-set that he was being
buried alive I hastened to tae place a quar-
ter of @ mile up the river. We saw the
grave in & thicket but no one was there.
At the point we heard while returning that
he had ceased to breathe. But two days
before they spoke of him as having died,
and believed that he really had. If in this
sense he died he vas buried alive. At any
rate his body could not have been cold.
Then followed the days of his mourning ;,
and onc went even from the Mission pre-
wmises to weep for the cannibal. Nothing
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hese people ever did shocked me so much.

The hero of 1839 was, of course, chief
mourner.  The great day of revelation,
too, may shew that all the plots formed
against christianity @ this sland may be
traced to his door.

Scveral have perished in the Sandal-wood
trade. In February two men and a woman
of Eromanga were killed at Rowvilyow,
by Tanese, an occurrence which operated
strongly against our work there. T heard
of three Tanese killed and an Aneitcumese,
besides others wounded. In June a jealous
Malay shot a native of Lifa, who died soon
after at Dillon’s Bay. But the greatest
slaugzhter occurred in July, when a white
man, named Fletcher, and twelve natives
of Sandwich was treacherously tomahawked,
a few wounded escaped. Shortly before my
location a white man, named Jerry, and
seven natives of Sandwich had been murder-
ed, making in all ahout thirty who had
perished within & year in that horrid trade;
and this has been ahout the average, pro-
bably, of lives lost thus, during the last
twenty vears. It is indeed dreadful to live
in such a land and move about among such
eonflicting races. I cannot add more with-
out indulging in invective. The sandal-
wood trade is done and the finale is terrible;
more terrible will be the day when inquisi-
tion shall be made for the blood shed on
these dreary, bloody shores.

Other causcs besides those just mentioned
operate against Christianity, and of a more
painful character, viz. : missionaries them-
selves do not alwavs pull tozether. Con-
tradivtions arc varions. I shall bricfly
notice a few, in discovering which, too, per-
haps I may get credic for some degree of
ingenw'iv,  And first, in reference to the
sandal-wood trade, our church members at
Jeast a few of them, know the character of
the trade.  They have seen its evil effects
upon their own countrynen in the use of
guns and tobacco. Norwithstanding, our
Mission vessel, and not she alone, has car
ried off sandal-wood pudlicly, and not in
smali quantitics cither, while the first men-
tioned vessel makes uno scruple about dis-
posing of firc-ares to the natives.

They kuow too that missionaries come

srmed and thus far put themselveson a
level with the natives. In my humble
opinion the man who cannot make up his
mind to come unaccompanied by his gun
and revolver should not come at all.  The
natives are aware toothat the *“ John Knox"
—shade of the Reformer!—is now a san-
dal-wood tradcr tho’ the metamorphcsis is
to them inexplicable.

In March the natives of Rowvilvow said,
“ We do not wish to carry double. One
is enough—Christianity or our own cus-
toms. Let us stick to our own.” Expect
not to hear of great things from this island.
The aged will go down I belicvo to their
fathers; and during another generation the
land may be purged from its blood, and
crimes annumbered and untold, when these
painfal contradictions will either be un-
known or unremembered.

WEEPING PLACES.

The land is full of these as well it may ;
and they are in keeping with evervthing
around them. They are tent-like construc-
tions made of old trees. They are from
ten 1o thirty paces in circumference : and
the insi e is stuffed with refuse of the ovens
which is the fare of the spirits. They
weep sitting in the dust and with their
faces hesmeared with ashes. Weeping con-
tnues for weeks and even months. Day
hy day relatives of the deceased take part
as well as friends—and this custom involves
an ahsence from all the means of instruc-
tion. When the vital spark departs the
death-wail beging. agd the whole perform-
ance s quite oriental. I may give anex-
ample.

One of our number who died dropped
down dead upon the path ore morning.
He had left his native village under unhap-
py circumstances inasmuch as he had,
though but a hoy, drawn a how toshoot his
brother for a hreach of the seventh com-
mandment. His aged mother was hastily
conveyed to the place; snd she had preceded
me but a little while on my way to the
burial ground. The house was crowded.
and one of his brothers was vociferating
incessantly gamething in commendation of
the departed.  His face was livid with
anguish and suffused with tears. It was
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the wildest, maddest grief imaginable, tho’
a mere outburst.  But his poor old mother!
While the body was being wrapped up,
pending forward on her hands and knees
she touched the winding mat in the most
feeling manner and sobbed aloud in truly
pathetic accents, “My son, my son, my
dear son!” the mere recollection of which
is sufficient to moisten ong’s eyes. I
usually spend an hour at the grave where
we engage in reading, speaking, praying,
and singing.
BIRTHS.

Against the foregoing long list of deaths
aan be set the birth of six living children.
MARRIAGE.

I had the pleasure of leading Joe and a
widow into the state of matrimony. Joe
being an historic character, and as it was
the first christian marriage, we waited for a
few days for the arrival ot the Dayspring to
give it eclat. But love brooks no delay;
and the vessel not appearing after an ab-
sence of seven months and a week he was
married on the 23 of June.

BAPTISMS.

Five were baptized on the 27th Novem-
ber. Nilapore—a married woman, and the
best on the island; Ukiand Soso her bro-
ther; Narufo and Niloki. The hrother and
sister arc alore in the world. Their father
was murdered one night in his own house
by the man who opposed the Word of God
st Rowvilyow. Soso is disabled n his
right arm which was shot. Narufo was an
assistant teacher in former years, hut he
says unconverted. He is now getting up
io years. Niloki is one of our hest, and
comes from the vicinity of Bunkil.

June 18.—Nerimpow (married) was bap-
uzed ; and on July 2nd, Nivan and Nariovi
{teachersj and Feteflanum—a young maa.

COM3 UNJON,

On the 17th July two women and eight
young men were admitted to the table of
the Lord. One of our number was prevent-
ed from partaking on account of ill health.
Besides thesc there were present the teach-
ers aud two of their wives from Tana,
which, with the man and his wife living on
the island, made our company number
seventeen persous.

Our communion scason fell on treublous
times.  On the Sabbath, itself, the forcign-
ers and patives of the bay were engagud in
open warfare. We may, lowever, draw
encouragement from the facr that Christ
has here a little churth, and, I think, com-
posed of living members, so that we can
now plead the promisc—** The gates of hell
shall not prevail azainst it.”

OUR PRESENT STATE AND PROSPECTS.

About one hundred aud forty-tive ars
reading the primer, fitty the gospel, and the
average attendance on Sabbath is three
hundred. About twelve have read the gos-
pel through twice, and a3 many more can
write.

The people now make a respectable ap-
pearance at church. A few wornen used
to meet once a week to sow. Nickamisis,
the An:it:umese teacher’s wife, was at the
head of these, and she has rendered us much
assistance in her own sphere.  These women
made one hundred and ftifty shirts for men
and boys, and onc hundred upper garments
for women. In adlition about sixty gar-
ments of different kinds, besides several
pieces of flaunel, &, were distributed.

The book of Geinesis has been translated
and seventecen of the Psalms. A small
work containing thirteen psalms and hymns,
I got printed at Sydney, through the kind-
ness of the Rev. W. Mclatre, at a cost of
£4 stg. Mrs. Mcelntyre generously bors
the expense—at least in the mean time.

Scarcity of food at Dillon’s Bay isa great
drawback. The whole valley, mission pre-
mises and all, has long been trodden down
hy horses and cattle. Few, very few, peo-
ple reside at the hay. During the months
of January, February, March and April,
or a grea: pa:i of that time, I had but
twelve in ali, young and old, residing on
the premises, snd these were living at &
starving rate.  Of these, ton, not one was
native-born of the loeal ty. T am dependent
upon visitors very much ro keep me com-
pany. There are vrear odds against as.
Only two wachers out of the eight are at
present deing anyvihinr considershle, while
four have been idic for five months.

The island, for the past few mouths, has
been in a very disturbed condition. The
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state of matters was becoming worse and
worse. The Lord only knows what the
issue will be.

1 had been living in expectation of having
z co-laborer during the coming year, who
might settle at Rowvilyow ; but my hope
has been deferred.  There is 8o much inter-
course between the west part of the island
and that, that a missionary is nceded for
that place. The chief difficalty will be to
select a site which will combine a good
snany people with harbor accommodation.
Three missionarics will be enough for the
msland, but four would find sufficient terri-
tory. But whether even one will be allow-
ed to work there longer, or a single teacher,
will, in all human probability, depend much
apon the proceedings of Commodore Wise-
man, when he shall visit theisland. I have
told our people that Jehovah is our man-of-
war. Yours, in the Lord’s service,

J. D. Gorpon.

Letter from Rev. J. D. Gordon,
Bromanga.
The following are extracts from Mr
Gordon’s Ietter to Dr. Bayne, dated the
26th September :—

“ The circumstances under which T write
this note are painful rather than pleasant.
‘We have here fallen on perilows days, so
that between sickness and death, wars and
ramors of wars, murders private and pub-
lic, and the threats of the heathen, X hardly
know what to do. Tlhe last war, in which
eight chiefs were pitted against tew, com.
menced after the Curacoa’s visit a month
ago. Scveral were wounded with arrows,
and one on our side was tomahawked. On
the south side there was warin which three
lives were lost. And now the people of my
most promising village, Rampunumaksow,
have gone to war amaong themselves.

All those attached to christianity werc
allies of Waristaki, the chief up the river,
who, with his people, though opposed to
christianity is not opposed to the white race.
The object of Kowiowr and Worisnangeri,
who act in councert, is to dispossess this
chief and then to destroy the Europeans
and the couverts. Yesterday & native we.
turned from Rocvilyx with news that ou

foes were getting reinforcements from that
quarter. The last resort this time has been
taken, viz.,—DPieces of cocoanut trees are
sent from tribe to tribe. Iach tribe that
receives it keeps it a day, and arc carcful
from the first to keep it from falling or
touching the ground, as this would bea
bad omen. The tribe that refuses it is
“cursed ” No one now knows that hig life
is worth a day’s purchase. On Saturday
last Kowiowi, the root of all the trouble,
wished Warismangen to send to the mission
premises and kill Nebewman, who, several
months ago, was settled at Sufu. He hung
his head at the proposal.

Our enemies now come prowling abour
the premises after night. I can scarcely sct
a watch—my people being few, but I musy -
try it. I tried locking the door for a few
nights but this prevented my sleeping. I
have discontinued the practice and sleep has
returned tome. The unconscious hours of
slecp are very precious. Ifear theirattempts
to set fire to my premises, and locking the
door would not help this.

I wrote you an account of Sir W. Wise-
man’s first visit. True to his word he came
again yesterday morning, and chiefly on my
account. For this you will not feel less
erateful than we do. But of what use ix
his visit. Evidently his last appearance did
us no good ; it emboldened the wicked stil}
more. Yet their continued bad conduct
after his departure may have been a coinci-
dence, not a consequence. I have written
out a memo. of complaints against the two
chiefs above-mentioned. Sir William has
most graciously received it and expressed
his liveliest sympathy. This was all he in-
tended doing till he should make a repre-
sentation of the case to the Admiralty.—
Our situation is perilous and the case ex-
traordinary. The place in possession of
Joe and others, and the site of a school
house hought by my predecessor from the
late chief here, have been taken formal pos-
session of by Kowiawi since the late visit of
the Commodore. The Commodore sum-
moned the two chicfs to appear before him.
Kowiowi was at Sufu and pled sickness,
but he would come when the other would.
The Commodore has waited here two days
although already behind time. He will wait
till noon to-dav, and wunless they come he
will go down to their village, which is on
the coast, and probably invite them with 4
few shells. If they come he will make
them prisoners and carry them off, promis-
ing to bring them back and restore them if
those hehind behave well. All this he is
about to do purely fur the interes's of Au-
manity on the island, and he regrets that his
circamstances forbid his doing more. * *

I seut for our friendly natives to come,
but though they responded promptly at
first, not so now, They were mocked for
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coming hefore and arc now ashamed and
afraid. The Commodore has written me &
formal letter urging me to leave, and offer-
ing to convey me and the teachers to the
Loyalty Islands, or New Caledonia, or
Sydney, or even to Aunciteum. But my
way i8 hedged up so that I canoot avail
myself of his offer. Were I to do so I
would never hear the last of it.  'What can
any mortal man do in such a dilemma 72—
Clearly but his duty to the best of his judg-
ment, aad look up. Were I to run now,
the people who have embraced christianity,
(and even now there are four young men
candidates for baptism,) at the risk of their
lives, would not, could not feel but what
they had been betrayed. I offered to go
hence if the brethren would provide an
asylum for me, and as many as wished to
follow me, otherwise I would share their
fate. This they could not do. It would
put any people about a good deal to make
provision for probably not less than one
hundred people, men, women and children.
1 can now but do my utmost to get more
ta came nnd settle here—but they are afraid
knowing the jealously, hatred, and slaugh-
tur to which the step might expose them.
After all X hope the ark will not fall into
the hands of the Philistines. The Lord
knows when and how to deliver the righ-
tcous. * * * * [Mr Gordon went on
board the Curacoa and then wrote &s fol-
lows :]—My heart is distressed. The Com-
modore fired only a Gozen shots and a few
rockets as 8 warning to them. T fear they
will not view it in the right hight. Though
worned off distinetly the infatuated people
kept walking about the shore, which shows
how lightly they estecmed the power so
often threatened. They even fired on the
hoat that was sent to take soundings. The
Commodore has left a written message for
the chiefs. If they take this warning they
will not be visited again in the same way,
but otherwise he will return and scourge
them properly. My teachers are of opinion
that the warning will be taken but lightly,
and that it will not induce them to deal
more favourably with us. At all cvents
they had greatly desired it, 2nd looked upon
it as a last resource. All have acted from
the best motives whatever the conseqmences
may be. No one could have had as much
intercourse with the Commodore &s we have
had without entertaining of him the highest
opinion. He has my entire confidence and
highest regard. The Commodoge is just
going. I have not yet heard from a mes-
senger sent to Sufu at noon. The Lord
1ift on us the light of his countenance and
give ue peace. I think I may have to re-
tire soon for a scason, or finally. The
Lord’s will be done.  Fareweil.
P.S.—The messenger has just returned.
Jaues D. Gorpox.”

Letter from Rev, D. Morrison.
Dillow’s Bay, Erromanga,

<tngust 15, 1865
Rev. and Dear Sir,—

I wrote ta you a f{ew days ago by the
Esk. T write now by the Curacoa, the Com-
modore’s frigate.

We left Aneiteum for the North last
Thursday. The Cominadore Sir William
Wiseman, wished the Dayspring to pilot
him to the various islands and places at
which is was deemed of importance that he
should call. So we first called at Port
Resolution, Tanna. On dropping auchor
he sent formal summons to the various
chiefs implicated in the destruction of Mr.
Paton’s house and property, requesting
them to appear before him that he might
speak to them, by to-morrow noon, failing
which, he would shell their villages and de-
stroy their property, and kill as many of
them as came iu his way, to punish them
for having destroyed the property of British
residents, to whom they had sold land and
promised protection on it. Friday noon
came, but no chiet came to see the Com-
modore. Meanwhile the Dayspring was
full of them, trading with yams, fowls,
oranges, &c. After twelve o’clock one
could see that preparations for an attack
were going on on board the Curacoa.

Satarday forenoon the bombardment
commenced. Armstrongs, rifles and can-
non, were fast hurling their deadly contents
on cach side of the harbour. A hoat was,
meantime, streaming fire on shore by means
of rockets. The previous night having been
rainy there was nothing ignited.

About 11 A. M., four large boats were
sent ashore, full of men armed to the teeth-
They landed without opposition, went inte
the bush in quest of villages and plantations
to destroy. They returncd about 3 P.M.
What they did we comnld not see, sg the
villages are built among the bushes.

One of the sailors was shot by a chief
from near Mr. Matheson’s place; but he,
in turn, was immediately cut down by
another. W did not ascertain with cer-
tainty whether any other of the Tanna-men
fell. There were twenty-onc canoes de-
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stroyed by a party sent along the shore for I On Tuesday the Commodore summoned

the purpose.

Nowar, a friendly chief, was not molested.
He was cautioned to keep his own territory:
and 10 have his canoes also on his own
beach, and that no harm should befall them.
Thus his people stood securely on the
beach all day, viewing what was going on
with mingled feelings of pleasure, gratitude
and terror.

From intercourse had with them after
the affray was over, it was found that a
very decided impression had been made on
the whole race of them. All were eager
for the cessation of hostilities. Not only
those friendly Lefore, but also those who
had been hostile, were urgent to have teach-
ers sent them as soon as possible, promising
them food and protection. The destroyers
of Mr. Paton’s property promised also to
build his garden fence and repair his house,
the walls of which are still standing, as well
as they could. All of them, but the friend”
1y chicef in particular, were urgent on Mr;
Paton to come and live again among them.
promising all good hehaviour, that .he m an
of-war mi_ht fight them no more.

This was the state of matters when we
left. The issue remains to be seen.

Sabbath morning, at 7.30 A.M., accord-
ing to the Commodore’s instructions we
sailed for Dillon’s Bay, with a stiff and
favourable brecze, where we arrived about
4 P.M. The Curacoa followed us.

Mr. Gordon, on landing, found that the
heathen had been destroying the property
of thosc on the mission premises, and dis®
possessing them of their land, so that they
were all now cut off from means of subsist-
ence, with the avowed purpose of destroying
the missionary himself, in the end. Thrice
since he went to Aneiteum have they been
proposing to burn down his house.

On Monday Mr. G. assembled those
friendly to him into the schooi room. The
Commodore asked them whether they were
willing to stand by Mr. Gordon or not.—
The chiefs present, with the exception of
onc, said they were. One wassilent. Hav-
ing told them what he would do in the event
of their doing Mr. Gordon any harm, he
went away.

a few hostile chicfs living near. Two came.
He met them at Mr. Gordon’s house. He
spoke to them in about the same terms as
he did to the others yesterday. He could
not punish the murderers of Mr. and Mrs.
Gordon, from the vesse!, and he had no
arrangements made for land warfare, there-
fore he deemed it best to do nothing this
year; but promised to have special arrar.ge-
ments made, and to come and punish them
in May next. The results of these procced-
ings remain to be seen.

Aug. 18th.—We came yesterday to Ha-
vana Harbour, a famous and extensive har-
bour on the north-western coast of Fate.
We anchored off Sema on the cast side of
the harbour.

The Commodore wished Nameng, chief
of Konra, an island in the mouth of the
harbour, to come to see him, as he had
heard of his ill-conduct towards white men,
~or rather British subjects visiting the
harbour ; and also of their having, some
years ago, murdered the teachers left on the
island. Mr. Inglis and myself took him
and several others on board the man-of-war
to interpret to them the Commodore’s word.
They promised good conduct for the future.

In the afternoon we landed Mare teachers,
Joame and wife; and Wapoi and Wapala,
voung men, on Ungster under the care of
Fungalulu the chicf. Ie promised to give
them food, to protect themselves and their
property, to assist them to build a house for
themselves, and also to acquire the language.
Mr. Inglis said that considering all the
circumstances it was the most auspicious
settlement of teachers, which he had ever
witnessed. Having commended them to
God by prayer we put off again for the ves-
sel, now on her way out.

Towards evening, we again visited Man-
golu, towards the mouth of the harbor on
the same side. These had sent me word
early in ;ghe year to send them teachers.
We had none to give them at this time;
but we called to keep up a friendly feeling
with a view to the future settlement of a
teacher among them. They received us
most cordially. 'We told our tale, gave the
chief a small present and went away pro-
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mising to return to them with a teacher as
soon as we could procure one. Mungatu,
Konra, and Sema are now waiting for
teachers. They say they will have Erakor
men to teach them: Thus we towards
dusk turned away frot this most interesting
and important field thanking God and en-
couraged, and hoping that the long dreary
night of heathen darkness on this most
beaatiful of islands is now at length to give
place to a glorious day. It was agreed to
leave the three young men together until
they can speak the language of this island,
when it is contemplated to send them to
different stations. A voice in these leadings
of God’s providence cries : Come over and
help us! O may many of the pious youths
ot our beloved church hear the call!

o
> +

Aeligions Futelligence.

A Presbytery in China.

There arec now several Presbyteries in
India and two or threc in China. The
Presbytery of Ningpo, China, recently sent
a narrative of the state of religion within
their bounds to the Synod of New York.
They speak with satisfaction of the increase
of the number of ministers from the native
Church ; of the perfected organization of
the two additional churches determined
upon at their last meeting ; and of the stea-
dy growth of all their churches in numbers
with aungmenting evidence that they arc
being built up in faith and in love. “We
have now,” they continue, * four churches,
Each of them has been steadily increasing.
Fiftecn have been added to the Ningpo
church ; thirty-three to the Tii-yu-yiao
church ; ten to the San-pob church ; and
$ix to the Bao-ko-tah church, including
three who were added on examination at
its organization. Besides this, one man
was baptized at Zing-nyii, a mission sta-
tion beyond the bounds of any of these
churches. A further manifestation of the
Spirit’s presence is seen in the fact that in
all our churches there are inquirers, and
that the walk and conversation of most of
the members are orderly, as becoming those
professing the religion of Jesus. Another
gratifying circamstances denoting progress,
19 the disposition of our churches to do
something toward their own support. One
putsforth efforts towards raising the pastor’s
salary in part; another pays the rent of its
own place of worship, and defrays its

elders’ expenscs to Preshytery ; another
continues in part the support of an out-
station.”

The Missionaries and Natives in
New Zealand.

Mr. Fitzgerald, who has resigned the
Ministry of native aftairs in New Zealand,
together with the Weld Ministry, writing to
Mr. Adderley, M.P., says :—“ "The present
suspicious and sulky attitude of the great
bulk of the native race has its origin, part-
ly, at all events, in a multitude of petty
grievances arising out of unfultilled pro-
mises. Instead of lttting them alone, and
giving them what they ask for when it is
a matter of indifference, we have treated
them like children, and acted as if we knew
much better what was good for them than
they do themselves. Their conclusion has
been that in all this manipulation we were
looking to our own object and interests and
not to theirs ; and I cannot tell them that
this is altogether a mistake.  One most re-
markable instance of this is scen in the
hatred to the missionaries—an entirely new
feature in Maori scntiment, but one pain-
fully evident. They accuse the wission-
aries of stealing their land while they pre-
tended to teach them :eligion, and point to
the lurge estates formerly acquired by the
missionaries. Unjust as these charges are,
with some exceptions, they are deeply felt.
As one chief expressed it, ‘ While yon were
teaching us to look up to heaven, yon were
pulling the land from under our feet.’—
Again, they look on the missionaries as
having deserted them in this, as they view
it, unjust and aggressive war, and as having
sided with their oppressors. One point in
particular is pointed to. Bishop Selwyn
accompanied the army through the Waik-
ato, and endured all the misery of a cam-
paign in order to tender his services to the
wounded and dying of both sides. Bus
the natives helicve that he was actually in
command of a part of the army, and was
showing General Camcron bis way about
the county. W. Thomson. in a petition to
the Assembly, speaks cf the army of
Bishop Selwyn and the General.” Formerly
the missionaries were the link between the
two races. Now this link is absolutely dis-
solvad, and in this new-born hatred of the
missionaries lies one of the causes of Hau-
hanism.”

This shows how very carefully mission-
aries should avoid everything leading to
complications in war and strife. The apos-
tolic example is the only safe one—to know
nothing among men but Jesns Christ and
him crucified.
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Temporal Value of Missions,

Says an American contemporary :—* It
is almost incredible that a loaded wagon
could be drawn through wilderness, desert,
and mountain passes thousand of miles.—
What demonstrated its practicability ? Not
commercial enterprise. Not the reckless
daring of the emigrant. Not the spirit of
adventure. It was the missionary zeal of
two families sent to Oregon by the Ameri-
can Board. In 1836 Rev. H. Spaulding,
Dr. Marcus Whitman, and their wives,
were about to proceed to their labours in
Oregan, and decided to attempt the journey
aver the plains with wagons. Many thought
it impossible. Just after the decision was
made, Rev. Jason Lee wrote for the female
members of ihe Methodist mission to come
around Cape IHorn, saying that no woman
could live to cross by land. Tt was too late
for the families of Messrs. Spaunlding and
Whitman to change their plans. Fearing
and hoping, they entered the lonely plains
and reached the waters of the Pacific in
safety. ‘I'wo years later, four women cros-
sed—they were all wives of missionaries.
The next year two more crossed, mission-
aries’ wives both. In 1840, four more
women crossed; three were missionaries’
wives and one the first female emigrant.

But for the zeal and daring of these
first missionaries, the overland wagon road
would have been for years a thing of the
future. Our female and infant population
of the Pacific coast would never have been
there. And withont families there could
have been nothing like permanent settle-
ment. Mere shanties of trappers, fur-traders
and gold-hunters would have been all we
should have had in place of towns and
cities ; and quite probably by this time not
a mile of the Pacific coast would have been
in possession of the United States.”

Great change in Italy.

The contrast between what Italy was
seven years ago, and what that kingdom is
now, is most striking and encouraging. In
1859 the Word of God was a forbidden
book. ‘The travellers’ trunks were made to
diszorge their most precious contents—
Bibles—which were at once cousigned to
the flames. People who dared to read, even
in their own houses, the message of God's
love to man, were hurried off to prisons.
Now Italy is the freest of all free lands
upon the Eastern continent. The Bible
can be sold in the streets. The herald of
the Cross mayv offer salvation threugh a
crucified Saviour in the highways and mar-
ket places. Thousands flock together to
discuss the doctrines of the Bible, so new,
30 wonderful to them. Driven from their
charches, they meet in work-shops, in
harns, and in the cpen air, to listen to the

message from on high. The long-persecuted
Waldenses have come out of their hiding-
places and mountain fastnesses, and offer
to the inhabitants of the fair valleys the
truth as it is in Jesus. The Covenanter
and the Wesleyan are sounding loud the
trampet of the gospel. A noble band,
emerging from the darkness of centaries,
meet and draw up a system of theologzy fr
the Free Italian Church. "T'he people hun-
ger for the bread of life—they clamor for it
a3 do their lazzaroni for food. They are
poor, they are ignorant. They arc going
through a religious crisis. They have heen
forced by the Pope and his pompous ency-
clicals to despise and reject the Papacy ;
and if a true spiritual faithis not soon given
them, they will reject all religion, and skep-
ticism will spread its blighting curse over
all the land..

New South Wales.

The Rev. Dr. SteeL of Sydney writes
to the . C. Record an interesting account
of Presbyterianism in New South Wales.
We make a short extract :—

“A. plan has heen nearly matured of a
Supplementary Stipend Fund, and a Home
Mission and Church Extension Fund. No
congregation is to get a minister without
contributing £150 of their own resources,
and a manse or residence. None is to get
more than £50 out of the Central Fund.
The minimum stipend is to be £200 and &
manse, or £250 without a manse. This is
lower than Victoria, but the population is
scattered, and living is not quite so expen-
sive.

We propose raising £1,000 for the pas-
sage of ten ministers from home. They
are greatly wamnted. They must be young
men, of good ability, ready to itinerate,
and of good address—£200 a year for two
years will be securcd to such as come pro-
perly accredited ; but they must, if required,
be ready to labour during that period under
the direction of the Committee. I trust
you will look out and commission some
able, young, unmarried men. We must
have a higher type of ministers, if' we are
to advance. The sharpness and activity of
the colonists will not be satisfied with dull
preachers. Able men will be well sustain-
ed. . We trust to establish inter-
colonial correspondence with the Churches,
50 a8 to give greater cohesion tothe Presby-
terian cause, and to make it more cffectual
in Australia.”

““ A suppiementary Stipend Fund nearly
secured :” This is a work that remains to
be accomplished in our church. We can-
not put it off much longer. The Home
Mission should be relieved from the care of
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congregrations as soou as they are regularly

organized. The “ Supplementary Board”

should have funds of its own.  Qur Synod

has been gradually feeling its way in this

direction, and we suppose the decisive step

will be taken in course of the present year.
_—

Free Church.

The attendance at the colleges of the
Free Church numbers 224, being just one
above last vear. ‘There are 121 students at
Edinburgh, 76 at Glasgow, and 27 at Aber-
deen. About twenty, however, are students
from other churches and from other lands,
and thercforc not available for the ministry
of the Free Chnrch,

The Sustentative Fund shows an increase
of nearly .£2000 over the corresponding
period of last year.

The Foreign Mission also shows an in-
crease of more than 50 per cent.

United Presbyterian Church.

The income of this church for Foreign
Missions for 1865 is larger than ever before,
being about .£24,000. About £10,000 were
raised in the same ycar for church exten-
sion in Scotland.

The Reeord contains the obituary of Rev.
Andrew Main, one of the Jamaica Mis-
stonaries

The Manse Fund amounts to nearly
£5000. A strenuous etfort is being made
to raise the stipends to a minimun of £150
with manse.

R o .~

The Sabbath School,

Sabbath School Liessons for April.
FIRST SABBATH.

Sopsect: Jacob leaves Laban.
xxxi. 36-55.

We shall draw out the leading facts and
lessons, partially at leastby questions, occa-
sionally giving the answer. Let us notice
the statement of Jacob's fecling and reply.

Vv. 36,37.—What were his feclings ?
Was his anger sinful 2 State the difference
between sinful anger and righteous indig-
nation. ns. (1) the latter has a just cause ;
(2) it i3 not excessive. How was Jacob’s
anger expressed? State the meaning of
the word ckode. In what words did Jacob
expostulate? Name a righteous man who
appealed in self-defence to those who knew
bim, in similarterms. 1 Sam.xii.3. Would
4 guilty man venture on such a challenge ?

Gen.

Vv. 38, 39.—Jacob s appeal to past con-
duct, Daring how long a time had Laban
known him?  State the extent of his ser-
vice with him, respectively for Leah, for
Rachol and for his flocks.  What was the
result of this trial of his fidelity ¥ Here we
have the picture of the faithtal shepherd.
Present one of the unfaithful, Yzek. xxxiv.
1-5. What lesson have we here for the
minister and Sabbath school teacher ?

V. 40.—Had he endured hardships '—
From what did these arise? 1o shepherds
suffer from cold as well as from heat in
Syria ? At certain scasons the cold at night
is peculiarly piercing, and the transition
from the heat of mid-day to the cola of
night is most trying to any constitution.

. 41.—How had Jacoh been treated
during these 20 years ? What forms did
the injustice of Laban assume? How often
were his wages changed ?

V. 42.—WasJacob impoverished by man-
ifold injustice ?  If not, if he went out rich
how did he account forit? Mark well to
whom he ascribes his wealth,—and do you
ascribe your health, strength, and all your

comforts to the same Being. But why
these different names? Was Jehovah the

God alike of Abraham and of Isaac? But
were these two in the same circumstances ?
One had entered into rest, and God was his
God, in full possession aud conscious en-
joyment—the other was on carth a God
fearer. The fear of Isaac was the God
whom he trusted and feared ; for * the fear
of the Lord >’ is descriptive of the good
man’s religion while on the footstcol. He
is ‘ working out his salvation with fear.”

Vv. 43, 44.—Laban’s reply. There is not
much here to admire. It comes from a
worldly mind, which has not even honesty
to give itdignity. Itis a poor reply. He
could not deny one of the statements of
Jacob. He could neither impugn his fidel-
ity nor vindicate his own character. Still,
the closing proposal is good. The covenant
accepted am}) ratified—(1) Both parties uni-
ted in the erection of a pillar, to be a me-
morial of the transaction. (2) They concur
in regarding this stone monument as a wit-
ness, the one calling it Jegar-Sabadutha—
the other Galeed. Were these names nearly
equivalent? Did the name Galeed extend
to the surrounding territory ? Where is it?
What other name was given and what
reason is assigned. Verse 49. Mizpah
means high place or watch tower, In the
absence of all human witnesses, thuse con-
tracting parties called the Omuiscient God
to be witness and judge between them.
(3) The terms of the covenant, what are
they ? mutual justice and kindness.

Vv. 50-52.—Jagcob is pledged to kindness
to Laban’s daughters, aud both are bound
in a covenant of amity.

V. 53.—Both sware, Jacob by the Lord
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God who had called Abram and entered
into covenant with him; and Laban by
God, as worshipped by his forefathers on
the other side of the flood. In the one form
of oath allidolatry is removed,—in the other
it is not. 'T'he church and the world are
here represented.

V. 54.—The Sacrifice. Jacoh worshipped
God by sacrifice and thus confirmed the
covenant. Note also the mutual participa-
tion of the food—the exsence of the festival
being douhtless the flesh of the slain vietim,
Are vou reminded of a nohler feast in the
flesh of & sacritice more precious and excel-
lent ? ]

V. 53.—The parting. It was affectionate,
tender, demounstrative, as we might expect
among orientals, accompanied with prayer,
and probubly final.

DocTrRINE TO BE PROVED,

The comfort of a «ood conscience. Acts
xxiv. 16; 1 Sam. iit. 12; Dan. iii. 16-18;
Ps. xxvi. 1, 11,

SECOND SABBATH.

Sunaecr: Jacob’s fear of Esau.
xxxii. 1-32

V. 1.—Having escaped one difficulty he
i8 quickly involved in a greater. The chief
part of his journey is accomphished, and he
18 near the land of promise. It was not
really necessary that he should pass the ter-
ritories of Esau, but it appears that he had
moved south from Galced and prohably
aimed for Beersheba, intending to enter by
the south of the Dead Sea. This route
would bring him into the contines of Esau’s
territories. And now calling to mind the
injury he had inflicted on his brother, and
the revengeful fecling which that wrong had
awakened, he is greatly troubled at the pros-
pect before him.  His angry brother may
mect him with armed bands in hostile atti-
tude. But Jacab is under the protection of
God, and He is pleased in great mercy to
cause to appear another host, that his ser-
vant mav know that he has not forgotten
the promise recorded. Gen. xxviii. 15, And
that oreaver are the hosts on his side than
all that can come against him.

V. 2.—What did Jucob sav? What
name did he give the place? What is the
meaning of Muahanaim? Two hosts, or
encampments. He had escaped one, he
feared another. But lo! hosts of angels
are detailed to guard him. Did they deliver
any message?  Would their appearance
strengthen and comfort withoat a verbal
messagze 2 Produce one or more passages
illustrative of angelic agency in protecting
the Lord’s people. Ps. xxxvii. 7.

V. 3.—Did God release Jacob from the
ohligations of prudence and self-defence ?
‘What measuves of precaution did he adopt?

Gen.

(1) Hecommissions messengers to approach
his brother with a message of friendship.

Vv. 4, 5.—He directs them to addrese
him with all the respect duc to an clder
brother.

V. 6.—The messengers rcturn but can
give no assurance of peace. Esau secins to
have maintained a gullen reserve.  Possibly
he was not fully resolved in his own mind
what he would do. He is not fully deter-
mined to strike, and much may depend on
the spirit in which he is met.

V. 7-9.—Here we have Jacob in distress,
in action, and in prayer. (1)} In distress—
His conscience is not so light and so void
of offence in this difficulty as it was in the
last. He is perplexed by vecollections of
wrong doing. He is perplexed with the
exposed condition of his faumily. (2) In
action—He divides his people and flocks
into two bands. If the one should be sur-
prized the other may be a reserve, or the
assailint may relent after the first attack.

Vv. 9-12.—In prayer. In prayer Jacob
is a model. (1) He calls upon the God of
his fathers, and claims him as his own
God who has spoken to himself. This was
truly a prayer presented in faith. Children,
your fathers have devoted vou to God;
and in Christ’s name come and claim the
Lord as’your own God. (2) Ie prays with
the deepest humility. Verse 10. Name
other examples of deep humility in prayer
from Abraham to Paul. (3) He sought
for the one thing which he then specially
needed. Verse 11.  What is the one thing
you need. Is it deliverance? from what
and from whom? (4) He plead the divine
promises to himself, What promise with
an invitation had God addresscd to you, O
sinners 2 What to you, O children?

V. 13.—And he lodged there that night,
&c. A memorable night it was. Let us
glance at its chief incidents and features.
(1) e scnt off a present in advance to
Esau, and no stinted gift it was, What did
hesend? V. 14,15 (2) He gave direc-
tions to his servants. What were they to
sav? Was the same charge given to the
different bands? What information were
they to giverespecting Jacob. V.20, Was
there anything wrong in the policy of Jacob?
(3) Carefally conducted his family over the
Jubbok, V. 22, 23. Lastly, he retires,
probahly re-crossing the brook, for secret
prayer, and here commences the mysterious
struggle. (1) Who wrestled with Jacob ?
Read Hosea xii. 4. He had power over the
angel, and prevailed. It was then no mere
man, whatever appearances indicated. Now
read v. 30. I have seen God face to face.
What can we do herc but have recourse to
the aneel of the covenant, the God man.
(2) What means this wrestling? It was
partly literal wrestling, requiring the vigor-
ous exertion of power of muscle and limb.
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See verse 25. Else why the, touching of the
literal sinew.  But the chief conflict was
internal and spiricual,—for Hosea says he
wept and made supplication to the angel,—
and hecause we know that though disabled
in his limb, he prevailed. He gained a
great moral and spiritual victory. (3) By
whose help did he gain this vietory 7 Left
to himself, unaided, wonld not the conflict
have been an unequal one? (4) Was this
victory gained by a single effort 2 No, the
perseverance of Jacob is chiefly to be noticed.
V.26, Let me go; here was a kind of
boldness which the Lord loved, and a per-
severance which be would neeand could not
refuse.

Vv. 27, 28 —No more Jacob or supplant.-
er, thou shalt he called Israel, or successful
wrestler, princely prevailer,

V. 29.—But mark the r¢joinder of Jacoh,
‘Tell me, I pray thee, what is thy name?
What is thy character, nature, attributes ?
T beseech thee show me thy glory.” 1fa
direct answer is not given yet a blessing is
imparted. The less is blessed of the great-
er, Jacob by Jacol’s Lord

V. 30.—Jacob regards his question as
answered, and in the name given to that

lace he records the name of his benefactor,
eniel, the face of God.

V. 31.—And now the sun has arisen
alike upon the earth, and on the heart of
the patriarch. The darkness and distress
are gone.  Light and joy fill his soul; yet
by his halting gait is he reminded of his
weakuess, and stimulated to gratitude at
avery step.

Lrssons.

1. Great trials may befall the people of
God while they are in the path of duty.

2. The trials of God’s people should
bring sins past to remembrance, and pro-
duce sorrow if not distress.

3. Trials should lead us to the throne
of grace.

4. When we prevail, then we are more
than recompensed for all anxieties and
SOTTOWS,

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED.

God is a refuge in trouble. Ps. xlvi. 1;

xx. 1; 2 Chron. xx. 12.

THIRD SABBATH.

Svnyect : Jacob meets Esau, Genesis
xxxiii. 1-20.

With a troubled mind had Jacob but
yesterday antivipated the approaching meet-
ing with Esan. Now his brother is at
hand with his four hundred, hat Jacob is
distressed no more.  He has prevailed with
God, and now heis calm, and peaceful,
makes his arrangements with care and pru-
dence.

What were these arrangements ?

V. 2.—How many companies and of
whom did they consist ?

V. 3.—The Orientals are a demonstra-
tive people.  These prostrations may ap-
pear to us excessive and insinecre,  But
they are quite in Kkeeping with Lastern
cusfom in the expression of respect due to
an elder brother .nd a chief.

V.4.—(1) Esau meets his brother not only
peacefully but most aflectionately. ‘I'wenty
years had taken off the edge of his resent.
ment. The respect shown him by Jacob
and all his servants, further meollifies and
suhdues his feelings,  (2) Inﬁuirics respect-
ing the houschold, v. 5 7. ofe the beau-
tiful reply in verse 5th, followed by appro-
priate introductions.  (3) Conversations
respecting property and gifts, v.8-11. How
conciliating to Fsau was Jacob’s reply res-
pecting the droves in advance, v. 8ch.
*These are to find grace in the eyes of my
lord.” V. 9th, does Isau accept?  State
the reason assigned for refusal,  Whieh of
the brothers prevail in this loving coutro-

versy? V. 1lth, what reason did Jucob
assign? (4) Esau offering to he a gruide,
v. 12th.  Was this an offer of fricudship ?

Do the refusals

Yes. Was it accepted?
No; a sufticient

arise from distrust?
reason was given—ver. 13.  (5) A peaceful
separation, v 16, 17.  Isau returns to
Mount Seir.  Jacob continnes his journey
t> Succoth, south o.” the Jablhok and near
the Jordan, Jacob’s booths gave the name
Succoth to the place. (6) Entrance to
Canaan, v. 18th. “Vhatever his original
intention was respecting the route, in poing
of fact, he crossed the Jordan, entering nog
from the south but from the easr, an4 ar-
rived in peace at Shalem in Shechem, a
central part of the land. (7) A purchase
of land and an altar to God. One of the
first things he did was to purchase the title
to the place where he encamped on his re-
turn. W hatusedid he make of his ground?
He erected there an altar and called it Ki-
Elohe Ismel. He took possession of a por-
tion ot the land and devoted it to the God
who had met and blessed him by the way,
and delivered him from all his distresses.
May we imitate hisexample! Dr. Payson
on the evening of his marriage devoted his
house to God, and the wedding party spent
a happy evening in prayer and praise.—
Our forefathers 300 years ago in England
and Scotland, wrote on their door posts
such mottoes as—‘ The Lord is my por-
tion,” ** Except the Lord do build the house,
&c.” When we begin every cuterprize by
looking for the Divine Presence we follow
Jacob's good example.

Lessoxs.

1 How unseemly are quarrels between
brethren, and how blessed is the sight of
them dwelling together in love.

2 They who first prevail with God will
next prevail with men.  God can make the
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beasts of the forest and the stones of the
field to be at pence with them,

3 Acknowledire God as the source of all
familv mercies—v. Hth,

4 Raise an altar to God in your dwelling.

DoctrINE— Prayer tn trouble answered.”
Ps. Ixvi. 18:20; DPs. exxxviii. 3; Ps.
exvi. 3-5.
FEramples—Joseph, Daaiel, David, Heaz-
ckiah, Jehoshaphat.

FOURTH SABBATIH.

Sunsrcer : Juacol's removal to Bethe,—
Gen. xxxv. 1-20,

V. I.—Some thirty years have passed
since that night in the Patrinreh’s history,
when, asleep at Tz on his pillow of stone,
he saw in a dream a ladder ascending from
carth to heaven, when the Lord graciously
entered into a covenant with him. He
reached Padan- Arun safely, lived there
many years, came away rich in family and
in possessions and was wonderfully helped
on his return. e did not disown ox forget
his delivever, vet he had never revisited
that memorable spot to have his gratitude
and faith strengthened.  He is now called
to set out on this pilgrimage. Very touch-
ing is the language of this verse. Read it
carefully, God would have us call to mem-
ory our mercies and deliverances.

V. 2.—Jacob makes ready. He wili go,
and he will not go alone. He is the priest
in his own houschold, and for a special ser-
vice he calls for special preparation. Read
the solemn charge. And were there strange
gods in Jacob’s family 2 It would appear
so, and it is to be feared, O christian, that
there are idols not only in your family but
in your heart,

. 8.—Let us arise and go up to Bethel.
Together let us co, and together let us
make an altar and give thanks— O come
let us sing unto the Lord.”  ¢‘ O children
come hither and I wili teach you the fear of
the Lord.” To God who answered me in
the day of my distress. Ps. exvi. 1.

V 4.—They gave up their objeets of
superstition. Methinks they should have
been buried or burned long ago, and that
Jacob was not innocent in this matter.

V. 5.—~They journeved probably unarm-
ed yet safe—and why ? The text explains.
How casily can God proteet his people.
He has but to speak, yea, to will, and it is
done. When obedient Israel kept their
solomn {Lasts, and all the men went from
all the borders to the capital, no enemy
ever struck a blow. When disobedient,
both country and capital fell into the ene-
my hand.

V. 6.—Luz, the old name of Bethel, the
memorable spot of his wondrous vision.
He was then alone, now a large company
make up his household.

V. 9.—He biilds there an altar to the
living God, and anew gives the place its
sacred namo, (it is doubtful if the first El
belongs to the name,) which gradually
came inte general use.

V. 8 — But there death entered his
houschold. Questions.—Who was Debor-
ah? Where born? With whom did she
leave Mesopotamia? At her decease was
she an old or a young person ? - When did
she pass into Jacob’s family ¢ Urobably
since his return to Canaan. How were
Jacob’s family affected by the event ! Was
this creditable to them or to her?  Where
buried? Meaning of Allon-Bachuth 2—
Ouk of weeping.

Vv. 9-13. — And God appeared unto
Jacodb, &c. Did he enjoy a special mani-
festation of the Lord’s presence ! Yes.
Ver. 9th and 13th.  Why called the second
“time? To distinguish it from the first
ever mcmorable appearance when he saw
the ladder in vision. Was all fellowship
between God and him interrupted during
the interval 2 No, bat these appearances
were extraordinary.

Vv. 10-15.—These v rses describe a full
confirmation of the covenant previously
made, and the following particulars may be
noted. (1) The change of name reiterated,
ver. 10.  (2) Great and precious promises
renewed, ver. 11-12.  (3) Re-erection of
the Pillar of Remembrance, ver. 14, (4)
Re-dedication of the memorial.

Vv. 16-19.—Family incidents —a birth
and a death—a child born and a mother
dying, and this was she who once exclaimed
“Give me childrenor I die.”” The prayer
was answered, Joseph was given her and
now Benjamin. But her life is the forfeit.
How necessary in asking for temporal bles-
sings to add, Lord, not as I will but as
thou wilt. The return journey was o sad
one to Jacob. He joyfully erected the pil-
lar at Bethel, but it was with a sad heart
that he sct up this memento at Ephrath of
his beloved Rachel, the departed mother of
his orphan children. This memorial long
stood. It was kmown when Moses wrote
this record. See also 1 Sawm. x. 2.

Lessons FOr CHILDREN.

1 Fulfil your promises to God and man.

2 Remember God as the witness of all
your deeds and the recorder of all your
VOows.

3 Go with your parents to worship God.

4 Love, honor, and obey your parents.
They may die suddenly on a journey or at
home,

DocrTRINE,

Importance of family religion, Gen. viii.
18, 21 ; Gen. xxxv. 2, 3; Joshua xxiv. 15;
Jobi. 5; Acts x. 2. Here are five exam-
ples of family prayer—Noah, Jacoh,Joshua,
Job, Cornelius.
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FIFTH SA3BATH.

Subject: Joseph and his brethren, Gen,
xxxvii. 1-36.

Vv, 1-2.—Esan had removed to Mount
Seir, had in fact become a heathen.  Hence
the Sacred History has little more to say of
him. Jacob has no fear of him, and can
tive quictly in Canaan. W hat is meant by
* the gencrations of Jacob?” The history
of his family. Who was Bilhah? Who
was Zilpah? What was .Joseph’s motive
in telling his father the crimes of his bro-
chers?  Is it right to tell everybody all we
know of everybody ?

V. 3.—Joseph. His mother gave him
this name because the Lord had taken away
her reproach ; and because she believed he
would add another son.  There are two
Hebrew words, the one meaning “ will take
away” and the other ** will add”’ which are
loth pronounced ‘“yoseph.”” Why did
Jucob love Joseph? (Besides the reason
given in this verse, Josephus adds the very
probable onc “ because of the beauty ot his
hody and the virtues of his mind.” ¢ Coat
of many colours ”’—a long tunic with sleeves
and with stripes of different colours. It was
a sign of special favour. Captives from the
land of Canaan are represented in old Egvp-
tian monuments as cﬁad in many-coloured
garments. And in the East, parents at this
day manifest their affection and admiration
for children in the same manner. Crimson,
purnleand other colours are often tastefully
sewed together.

V. 4.—Isit right for {:arents to show par-
tiality in dealing with their children?—
Should children ever feel jealous of each
other?

Vv. 5-11.—What was the meaning of
Joseph’s dream ? Did his father and broth-
ers understand them ?  State the effect on
their foelings. Give reasons for. believing
that these dreams were sent of God; and
mention other dreams in the Bible. How
should we regard dreams now? See Job
xxxiil. 13-17, and Acts ii. 16, 17. Kitto in
speaking of dreams says, * History, biogra-
phy, and the experience of most of us, sup-
ply not a few modern instances in which
drcams have been most important for warn-
ing, for guidance, or for the detection of
crime.”  Joseph was a good young mas;
his brothers knew it, yet they bitterly hated
him. Give otherinstances—as for example,
Cain, Esan, Saul, the Scribes and Pharisees.

Vv. 12-18.—Shechem is about forty miles
northward from Hebron, where Joseph start-
ed from. It was a long journey. I‘?o roads
ur sign-posts, Jacob owned land, and had
a well, at Shechem. Dothan is north of
Samaria. It retains its name to the present

day.
{lv. 19-22.—What was the motive of
Joseph’s brethren? They intended to defeas

his ‘“dreams.” They were stirred up by
cenvy, and envy led to a conspiracy to mur-
der.  State the nature of envy Tlow is it
characterized in scripture 7 Prov. xxviii. 4.
Reuben, though a wicked man, was moved
by brotherly affection.

V. 24.—Pit—A sort of well or cistern.
Dr. Thomson, in his ““ Land and the Book ”’
says that the country abounds with these
cisterns. He mentions the cese of a native
doctor who fell into one of these pits, the
mouth being covered with snow: “ Not
being hurt by the fall he indulged in a
hearty laugh at the exploit. Soon, how-
ever, he saw with terror that the inside—
shaped like a huge demi-john—was as smooth
as glass, so that it was utterly impossible to
climb out. After desperate, but fruitless
efforts, he had no resource but to call for
help at the top of his voice, in the hope that
some chance passer-by might hear. Thus
he passed two dreadful days and nights be-
fore he was discovered and taken out more
decad than alive.” He adds, “ When peer-
ing into thesedark demi-john cisterns I have
often thonght of poor Joseph, for it was,
doubtless, a forsaken cistern into which he
was thrown. by his barbarous brethren,”’
They were dag in the rock.

. 25—Mark the cool cruelty of the
brothers : they sit down to “ eat bread’’
after consigning Joseph to what they thought
a most horrible death. The caravan route
between Gilead and Egypt still passes by
Dothan ; and ‘* Ishmaelites ”’ or ¢ Merch-
ants” are still ready to make the same sort
of bargain as Judah proposes.

V. 28.—It did not show fraternal affec-
tion that they were willing to sell their
brother into lifelong and cruel slavery.
““ Twenty pieces of silver ’—equal to £3—
a small price ; but they wanted to getrid of
bim. Think of the unutterable sorrow of
the boy ! Fastened to a pole, as the custom
was, and dragged behind the camels, he was
led into Egypt, away fror2 all he loved.

Vv. 31-36,—The unnatural brothers cheat
their father. “All his daughters ’—his
sons’ wives and Dinah. ¢ Into the grave ”
—into the ‘‘unseen world.” This proves
that Jacob knew of afuture state. Potiphar
was chief of the executioners.

- LESSONS.

1. Seeing the dreadful results of envy
we should be careful to root it out of our
hearts.

2. Jacob’s sons were angry with Joseph
for telling their bad deeds to their father.
We should beware of doing anything that
we would be ashamed to tell our parents or
our heavenly Father.

3. See how God mskes use of Reuben
and Judah, and the Merchants, to fulfil his

own good purposes ; but the guilt of sinfil
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acts is not lessened because God over-rules
them for wood.

4. Joscph was a type of Christ: Hated
of his hrethren, persecuted, sold in “Wewpt,
reduced to the lowest extrenity.  *¢ In all
this let us hehold Jesus hated, envied, per-
secuted, sold and suffering for us; vea, in
some sense by ns: for we are like-minded
by nature with those who cracified him;
and our sins were the real causes of those
sufferines which made way for bis mediato
rial exaltation. Thus while we were ene-
mivs provision was made for our extreme
nceessity, acainst the time when we should
become sensible of our real character and
condition ; and then we find that e was
preparines to overcome our evil with his
good.  While we receive from his fulness,
let us not forget the anguish of his soul
when suttering for our sins ; let us mourn
for our crimes and crucify his cracitiers; let
us love and serve him ; let us through envy,
reproah and tribulation, follow him to
glor_v !—(S(‘:)H.)

Docrringe T0 B ProvEb.

We should resist the beginning of evil.—
James iii. 5; Prov. xvii. 14. Envy led the
brothers of Joseph to plan munder.  Refer
also to the way in which Abraham ended
the quarrel between his own people and
Lot’s. Judas, and Ananias and Sapphira
are examples.

e
Aews of the Ghaech,

Presbytery of P. E. 1.

This Preshytery met in the Free Charch,
Charlottetown, on Wednesday, the 3lst
Jan. There were present the Revs. A.
Munro, Moderator, A. Campbell, J. Allan,
H. Crawford, G. Sutherland, Clerk, A
Camecron, D). McNeil, R. Laird, W. Ross,
A. Falconer, D. McDougall, and D. W,
CamerOn ; and Messrs. M. Gillis, D. Laird,
D. Doughart an 1 G. Walker. elders.

The time of the Preshytery was chiefly
occupied with local matters.

A petition for a supply of preaching
from persons in and heyond Bonshaw, and
for recognition as a distinct station, elicited
after much discussion the following unani-
mous dcliverance, viz., “In regard to the
prayer of the petitioners, the Presbytery

that a preachinz station be recog-
nized,—the preaching to be granted, on
account of present circumstances. on the
West side of DeSsble River.”

The subject of female education was in-
troduced by Mr. D. Laird, who moved
the following resolution, which was unani-
mously adopted: “That this Presbytery ap-

point a conmittee of five to confer with a
committee of our brethren of the Wesloy-
an Chuarch, or any other Church, on the
expediency of Protestants of all denomina-
tions in this Colony makingz a united cffort
to cstahlish a female seminary in Charlotte-
town; and if practicable, to draw up the
hasis of a scheme for the sapport and man-
agement of such an educational institution ;
and to report at a future meetine of Pres-
hvtery.””  The Committee appointed were
Revs. A. Camphell, W. Ross, A. Falroner,
and H. Crawford, with Mr. D). Laird ; Mr.
Campbell, Convener.

The Preshytery being informed that there
was a desire on the part of many at West
River and Bonshaw to secure the whole of
Rev. W, Ross’s services, the Revs. D. Me-
Neil and A. Cameron were appointed a
Committee to visit these localities at an
carly day, to enquire whether they are ripe
for the contemplated chauye.

The following supplies were appointed
for Trvon, viz: The Rev. Jam~s Allan for
the 3rd Sibbath of Februwry, and the Rev.
R. Laird for the 1st Sabbath of March,

The Preshytery adjourned to meet in
Queen Square Church, Charlottetown, on
the first Tuesday of March at 11 a. m.

The Presbytery of Victoria and
Richmecnd.

The Presbytery met in the Preshyterian
Church, Mabou, C. B., on the 7th Novem-
ber last.

The following members of Preshytery
were present, viz., Rev. D). McKenzie,
Moderator pro. tem., Rev. K. McKenzie,
Preshytery Clerk, and Mr. Benjamin Smith,
Ruling Elder.

Rev. Lauchlin Macdonald, being present
was invited to take his seat as a correspon-
ding member.

After the usual preliminaries to ordina-
tion, Rev. D. McKenzie, conducted public
worship; preached an appropriate discourse,
John x. 9. At the close, Rev. K. McKen-
zic read a brief narrative of the steps taken
by Presbytery in filling up the vacancy in
the congregation. Mr. Sinclair being call-
ed upon the usnal questions wer. put to
him and satisfactorily answered. There-
after the Moderator procecded to the act of
ordination ; the minister clect was accord-
ingly set apart by solemn prayer and the
Isying on of the {ands of the Presbytery,
to the office of the holy ministrv. le
received the right hand of fellowship and
was formally introdaced into the pastoral
charge of she congregation.

Thereafter, the Moderator snitably ad-
dressed the newly ondained minister, and
Rev. K. McKenzic the people, on their
respective solemn, and responsible dutics as
Pagtor and people.
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On retiring from their place of worship,
the congregation gave their young pastor a
cordial welcome.  Mr. Sinclair having
signed the formula, adopted ad interim by
Synod, his name was added to the roll of
Preshytery.  Having arranged some busi-
vess with the managers of the congrega-
tion of less public interest, the Preshytery
adjourned to meet at thé strait of Canso,
Thursday 9th inst., at 11 o’clock a. m.

At the time and place appointed this
Court again met. There were present,—
Rev. Murdoch Stewart, Moderator pro.
tem. ; Messrs. W. G. Forbes, Keeneth Mac-
kenzie, Donald Mackenzie, William Sin-
clair, ministers ; Malcom McILeod, Whyco-
comah ; and John Campbell, Plaister Cove,
Ruling Elders. 'The congregation ot Why-
cocomeh, River Dennis, and Plaster
Cove, were respectively represented by
Jommissioners, who were heard in the
uspal order. The Presbytery felt a heavy
responsibility in the duty before them of
deciding between the claims of the call
from the large and extensive congregation
of Whycocomah on the one hand; and
those of Rev. Mr, Forbes’ own charge on
the other.

They were relicved in a great measure
however, by a clear and decided expression
of Mr. Forbes’ views and feelings in this
matter. He said that after careful, delibe-
rate, and he trusted he could sincerely say,
praverful consideration, he now felt, under
all the circumstances, that it woald be his
duty to remain in his present charge. Two
elements that weighed with him in this,
heing, the recent loss to their congregation
of their church edifice, also, the spiritually
hopeful state of junior members in his
congregation.  Whereupon, the Presby-
tery proceeded by vote, and after some dis-
cussion, decided that Mr. Forbes continue
in his present charge. Deeply sympathi-
zing with the congregation of Whycoco-
mah n their present destitute state, as to
the public ordinances of religion, they
called upon Mr. Forbes to offer up praver,
specially on their behalf which he did with
reat carnestness.

Having appointed a day of Thanksgiving
within their bounds, 16th inst., as a public
acknowledgment of the goodness of God
in the late abundant harvest.

'The Presbytery adjourned to meet for
Presbyterial visitation, commencing at
Baddeck, (D. V.) on Tuesday 27th Feb-
ruary, 1866,

Tae PressyTerY oF HALIFAX met
on Tuesday the 20th February in the base-
ment of Poplar Grove Church. There
were present Revds. J. L. Murdoch, Prof.
King, John Cameron, James Maclean, W.
Murray, John Macleod, A. Stuart, Prof.

Macknight, T. Cumming, and . Annand,
Ministers : and W. Aunderson, Dr. Hattie,
R. Murray, Elders. Mr. Macleod, Modera-
tor. ‘The principal matter before the Pres-
bytery was the case of the Lawrencetown
and Musquodoboit Harhor congregation,—
It appeared that the three sections of Law-
rencetown, Cow Bayv and Porter’s Lake,
desirous of securing the whole of Mr, Stu-
art’s service, had raised about $400 towards
his support. There is also a reasonable
prospect of increased support. ‘The Presby-
tery, after full investigation, agreed to crect
these three sections of Mr. Stuart’s charge
into a separate congregation to have the
whole of his ministerial services. They
agreed also to erect the following stations
into a mew congregation. Musquodoboit
Harbor, Clam Harbor, Jeddore, Meagher’s
Grant and Antrim. Mr. Stuart to be Mo-
derator of session. Mr. Edward McCurdy
was appointed to supply this charge for
March and April. Rev. T. Cumming was
appointed to preach at Oldham on the last
Sabbath of February, and at Wavcerly on
the first Sabbath of April. Service was
appointed tor Rawdon and the Gore on the
first and fourth Sabbaths of Ma~ch, and for
Kennetcook on the second Sabbath of
March and the first Sabbath of April.

Supply for Poplar Grove Church was
provided till the next meeting of the Pres-
bytery.

It was agreed to apply for the services
of four or five stadents or probationery to
labor within the bounds of the Preshytery
during the sammer.

Mr. John Lamont was restored to his
position as a probationer.

The Presbytery adjourned to meet in the
College Hall, Halifax, on Tuesday the 17th
April at 11 o’clock.

Tre PReSBYTERY oF Prctou met at
New Glasgow on the 13th February., Re-
ports were reccived from the scssions of
New Glasgow, regarding the formation of
a new congregation at the Alhion Mines.
The sessions of James and Primitive church-
es reported that they raise no objections to
the proposed erection. The session of
Knox’s ehurch reported that while not ob-
jecting to the measure, it would seriously
affect the interests of that congregation.—
The Presbytery agreed to grant the prayer
of the petition, and appointed the Rev. Alex.
Ross t2 meet with the people at the Mines
on the Monday following, for the purpose of

duly organizing them.

'{ho Pf’aresbyﬁ%ry will meet again on the
6th March, in Knox’s church, New Glas-
gow, at 11 o'clock, for ordinary business,
and in the evening for the Presbyterial visi-
tation of the congregation. Dr. Bayue to
preach.
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Presbytery of York.

This Presbytery met at Salmon River in
Red Bank Church, on the 2nd inst, There
were present the Rev. James Salinon and
Rev. Alex. Smith, Ministers, with Mr.
John Fraser, Elder. Mr, Sulmon was
appointed Moderator in the absence of Mr.
Stirling. The principal business was the
visitation of the congregation of the above
place. The questions of the Formula were
put and answered, and it appeared that
Ministers, Elders, and Managers were alike
assiduous in the discharge of their respec-
tive duties. The Presbytery was pleased
with the state of the congregation in gene-
ral, but felt it to be their duty to record in
their Minutes, their opinion that the sti-
peand promised to their Minister was entire-
ly too low. Mr. Smith addressed the
managers and people in a very suitable
manner, and urged the necessity of raising
the salary to S500, or $600, and, also, that
the arrears be paid up as soon as possible.
The Presbytery was much gratified in
many respects with its visitation to the
above congregation. They huave had diffi-
cultics of a very serious nature to contend
with, They have helped to build two
Manses, one of which was burned to the
ground, and the other is at present owned
by their former pastor which causes their
present Minister to pay a yearly rent. At
present they are very anxious to purchase
the farm and the Manse, if it can be obtain-
ed on reasonable terms. The ladies of this
congregation put forth a most laudable
effort during the past year, which reflected
much credit upon thern and upon the whole
congregation. They raised nearly $200 to
repair and paint their church, which has
given it a complete finish, both inside and
out. They have also put an excellent
fence around their grave-yard, thus paying
a tribute of respect to the ashes of departed
worth. The Presbytery had the pleasure
of ordaining four new Elders in the above
congregation ; viz., Messrs. J Christie, F.
Baird, F. Elliott, and W. ¥owler, men
possessed of guod abilities, and of an ex-
cellent spirit and who no doubt, will be a
means of strengthening the hands of the
other members of Session. Altogether the
Preshytery had every reason to be satisfied
with the condition of the congregation.
The Presbytery adjourned to meet ag
Prince William in the second Wednesday
in March. The Modcrator to preach.—
Rev. A. Sterling.—.N. B. Col. Presbyterian,

Sarem Cavrcr, Gree¥ Hiin.—This
congregation held its annual missionary
meeting on the 8th January. During the
past year the congregation adopted a new
acheme, having resolved to cadeavour to
raise half the salary of a foreign missionary,

|
I
!

and as much more as they could for other
purposes. A subscription list was taken up
which amounted to about £100 for the year,
and it wa, agrecd that the money he collect-
ey at the church door on the tirst Sabbath
of every month. The scheme went into
operation on the beginning of May last, and
the congregation met on the 8th January to
test its success during the intervening nine
months. The result was that during that
time the snm of £82 had been collected.
It was agreed to appropriate that snm and
commence anew for the present year. The
appropriation of the sum was as follows :—

Half of F.M. salary for ninc months, £56 5
Home Missions - - - - 60

Education Scheme - - - 6 0
Bible Society - - - - - 60
Deaf and Dumb Institution - 30
Micmac Mission - - - - 30
Synod Fund, in addition to col. - 20

£82 5

Previous to the 1st May last, the congre-
gation had also collected the following sums:

Colportage - - - - - £L230
Mr. Geddie’s expenses - - 12 5 0
Synod Fund - - - - 200

£16 8 6

Making o total for objects bevond the con-
aregation of £98 10s. At the same rate as
daring the last nine months, it would have
been about £110. The congregation con-
sists only of one hundred families, none of
them wealthy. They pay for stipend on an
average £1 12a. for each family, and they
are now payving at the rate of over £1 per
family for missionary purposes, We believe

© that none feel themselves poorer for what
| they have done, and some think that thev

can even do more. We doubt not there are
10,000 families in our church. Even at the
same rate as this our church could raise
annaally £10,000 for carrving on its ope-
rations.

Sprinquille, Pictou,
23rd Jan'y. 1866.

Mzr. Epitor.—In the Record for Janu-
ary, page 24, it is reported as a part of the
proceedings of the Presbytery ot Cape Bre-
ton, as follows 1= The Presbytery appoini-
ed Mr. McIntosh to correspond with the
Home Mission Comunittee in reference to
a suitable Missionary for Cape North; also
to ascertain from Mr. I). Sutherland what
he had done with the moncy raised by the
people towards the building of a church
theve.””

For the information of all who may feel
interested, and in defence of my own good
name, I feel it necessary to state that all the
money I received for that object is safely
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invested in the Building Society and the
Provincial Savings’ Bank, bearing interest.

There is a sum of one hundred pounds in
the hands of some wembers of the Presby-
tery, which, I believe, and have been right-
ly or wrongly contending, ought to be de-
voted to the same purpose ; and I have,
without any concealment, and with no
wrong intention whatever, merely endeavor-
ed to render the funds in my hands pro-
ductive, until that question should be finally
settled, or until I should be ealled upon for
them.

I have not yct heard from Mr. McIntosh
on the subject. When I do Ishall cheer-
fully give him every information.

DoNALD SCTHERLAND.

[We have to state in reference to the
above that it was unavoidably crowded out
of our last. We do not think that the
Presbytery of Cape Breton intended any
rcflection on Mr. Sutherland by their min-
ute : but if they did we believe he did not
deserve it.  Mr. S. deserves great credit for
his indefatigable industry in collecting mo-
ney for a church in Cape North. The sums
collected by him were properly invested,
and are available whenever required. On
the other hand, the “one hundred pounds”’
to which he refers came under the consider-
ation of a Committee of Synod, and there
was no difficulty in the case.]

P .

“At THE ELEVRENTH HoUR.”—Rev.J
1I. Myers, of Lodiana, writes, under date of
October 20th : “ We had a meeting of ses-
sion this week at which six were inquirers.
QOre whom we call Devi, ‘“the earnest
man,” had been received before, hut at his
own request his baptism was delayed until
now, to sec whether his wife conld not go
with him  He brings with him both his
wife and the old mother, tottering with old
age, blind, also, and ready to drop into the
grave. She had never even come as an in-
quirer, and to our shame we received her
with & great deal of incredulity. * * *
When che was asked to give an explanation
of her hope, it was done with such gestures
and tone of voice, and such clearness of
views, that we were not only astonished,
but shed tears of joy at the grace of God
manifested {u her. She was asked whether
she prayed, she said she did and was alto-
gether happy. When asked what she pray-
ed for, she began by saying that sbe asked
God to give her what he had given Pauland
Moses and David, and spoke alse of many
other things in such a way, that we shave
no doubt that she will be received into the
fellowship of the saints. She gave such

decided evidence of the teaching of the koly
Spirit that it was worth more to me as a
proof of the reality of the religion of Jesus
than anything I ever experienced in my
life.”—H. F. Rec. U. S.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS, &c.

Monies received by Treasurer from 20th
December 1865 to February 1866.
FOREIGN MISBION:
From Princetewn, P.E.I. Sab. Sch. for sailing
exp. ot Dayspring. £2140,[.c.£2 5
Primitive Church, N.G.. col. taken
tirst Sabbath in the year....... 25 0 0
Afriend........... PR e 150
HOME MISSION:
Additional frem Knox's Ch. Pietou. 0 5 @
Donation from Mrs. W. Young,R. H.0 5 @

Mr. A. K. Mackinlay aeknowledges the fol-
lowing sums,—
FOREIGN MISSION:
Ladies of Dr. Smith’s congregation,
Cross Roads, Upper Stewiaeke ... 836 29

A Presbyterian, Cornwallis... ...... $40
AC..o o .10
D. Murphy, {for Jews)............... .. 100

A friend, per Rev. E. Ross, Londonderry 10 00
HOME M=>10N ¢

AC ..ol e, ...12 00

A Presbyterian, Cornwalklis. ... .... NN 10 00

A friend, per Rev. E. Ross, Londonderry 10 00
EDUEATION:

A.C........ e e e 12 00

Bridgewater, per Rev. J. Morton.......10 00

Clyde, per Rev. M. G. Henry ......... 6 00

Friend, Mabou.. ..........ouvenuin.. 4 00
SYNOD FUND:

A Coviviii e 6 00

The Treasurer of the Ministers, Widows,
and Orphan s Fund, P. C. L. P. acknowledges
recei' ‘ of the following sums:—

W. . .on, Merigomish . ... ... ... .. $1 50
Rev. David Rov, New Glasgow........ 10 00
Rev. Mr. McMillan's Cengregation Mar-

ray Harbor, P.E.L. currency, $20..18 66
Eastein Section Rev.Dr. Smith’s cong..36 75

Western Section do .12 75
Middle Stewiacke do ..40 00
Brookfield de .57

$123 41

Amounts formerly acknowledged. .. .4117 85

Total amount received todate. ..... 34241 26
Pictou, 14th Feb. 1866.
HOWARD PRIMROSE, Freasurer,
M. W.ard O. Fund, P.C. L. P.

PAYMENTS FOR THE RECORD.

The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following sums:—

Mr. Geo. B. Johnsen, New Annan,.... $4 08
Mr. James A. Scott, Gore,.. ........... 500
Mr. D. W. Archibald, Truro,... .. 050
Mr. D. F. Layton, Folly,... ..... 10 0
Rev. R. Sedgewick, Musquodoboi 21 50
Mr. A. K. Graham. FiveIslands,.. 5 00

Mr. John Hardic, Newcastle, N.B.,.. . 100
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Rev. James Waddel), Tangier,.. ... ...
Mr. Hugh Dunlap, Stewiacke,...... ... 10 00

Mr. E. Fulton, Brookfield,............. 1 00
Mr. Simson,....oooo oo o, 0 5C
Rev. D. 8. Gordon, Annapolis,.. .., ..., 10 00
Rev. John Turnbull, St. James, N.B... 2 50
Mr. Joseph McLearn, Maitand,....... . 5 00
lev. K. McKenzie, Baddeck,. .. ....... 5 00

Mr. Geo. White, Noel,
Mr. J. I'. Crow, Upper Economy,. . ...
Mr. 11. E. McKay, Princetown, P.E.L,.
Mr. Glendenning,.. ...................
Rev. James Mcl.ean, Shubenacadie,. ..

Rev. . Sedgrewick. Musquodoboit... ... 4 00
Mr. Allan Spencer, Londonderry,. .. ... 5 00
Mr. Alexander Hill, Noel ... ... . ... 5 00
Mr. A. F. Matthews, Alberton, P.EL.. 8 00
Mr. D. Gunn, Country Harbour,....... 0 60
Mr. Geo. Hattie, Pictou,..... ......... 38 80
Mr. Alex. Cameron, Baddeck.......... 100
Mr. S. Bartlett, Truro,................ 0 50
Mr. Robert Davidson, Yortapique,......10 00
Mr. Thos. B. Gounld. River John........ 8 50
Rev. A. Stuart, Lake Porter,.......... 19 00
Mr. Lauchlan Pender, Jerusalem. N.B.,. 1 00

Mr. Wim. Buchanan, Sydoey, C.B.,....15 00

Mr. John A. Bariy, Bridgewater,...... 0 60
Mr. Thomas Graham, New Glasgow ... 4 00

Rev. M. Stewart, West Bay,
Mr. P. Smith, Bedford Mills,. ... .
Rev. Dr. Smith,................ .. ..

Rev. Prof. King............... ....... 2 50
Rev. R. S. Pattersou. Bedeque, P.E.I.,.. 4 00
Rev. W. Murray, Cornwallis...........17 50

Rev. H. McMillan, Murray llarbour,. .. .4 00

Mr. Donald Sinclair. Goshen,. ... L 2 00
Rev. K. .J. Grant, Merrigonush,. .. ..... 17 00

Rev. A. Sutherland, Rogers Hill,........6
Rodk. McGregor, Esq., New Glasgow,.. 2 40

Rev. K. McKenzie, Baddeck, C.8.,.... 2 00
Mr. Joseph Peppard, Londonderry,..... 8 00
Mr. David Vauce, Londonderry,. ... ... 5 00
Rev. R. Sedgewick, Musquodoboit,.... 6 00

Rev. J. Cameron, Nine Mile laver,.....21 50
Rev. D. McMillan, LaHave,........... 19 00
Rev. J. ). McGillivray, Stewiacke,.. ...
Mr. James Patterson, Pictou
Mr. Win. Stewart, Westchester,,
Mr. S. W. McKeen. Glace Bav,
James McGregor, Lsq , New tilasgow,. .31 50

Rev A. P. Miller, Merricomsi,... .. .. 7 50
3 r Henry Sterns, Truro,. .oo00 L. 16 00
Mr. Thos. Fletcher, 3d, Londonderry. .. 3 50
Mr. Wm. Johnston....... ...... ... 2 00
John Cameron, Esq., Upper Sauth River, 3 00
Miss Forrest, Halitax,...... . . .... 4 00
Rev. N. McKay, St.John,.. .......... 100
John Hattie, Esq., Caledona,.......... 5 00

Mr. Win. Smith, New G asgow,.......10 00
Mr. Robert Trotter, Antiggon-he... .. ...15 00
Rev. ). McNeill, Woodville, 1" K.L,.... 5 00
Rev. W. R. Frame, Summers. le, P.EL, 7 00
Mr. Robert Logan, Five Mile River,.... ¢ 00

Mr. J. A. McDounald, Sherbr oke,. ... .. 15 00
Mr. Alexander Archibaid, ¢ nelg.....15 00
Rev. G. Christie, Yarmoutd, .......... 3 00
Mr. D. F. Layton, Lendond »oy,. oL, . 0 50
Mr. Thomas Campbell. Lak - Ainslie,... 2 50
Bev. H. D. Steele, Cornwalli- ........ 50
Rev. Jamas Fraser Boulardi -, .. ..., 4 00
Mr. Geo. Hattie, Picton,... .. .. 100
Rev. James Byers, Clifton,. ..... ol 15 00

Mr Alex. Matheson, WestBay......... 1 50
Mr. Wm. McKenzie, Boom, C. B....... 8 00
Mr. Alex. Fisher, Stewiacke,.......... T 50
Mr. Thomas Hanes, Kennetcook,...... 2 50
Rev. J Morton, Bridgewater........... 6 50
Hon. D. Wark, Richibueto, N.B,,...... 0 50
M. H. Goudge, Esq., Windsor,......... 53 50
Mr. Robert McDonald, Cape George,... 7 00
Mr. J. G. Allan, Ragged Islands,....... 1 20
Mr. A G. Russell, Lunenburg,.. ...... 8 50
Mr. Hiram Smith, Newport,........... 700
Rev. W. G. Forbes, Plaister Cove,..... 17 00
Adam Roy, Esq.,Maitland, ..... ... 800
Mr. John McDougall, Blue Mountains,..10 50
Rev. D. McKenzie, Middle River,...... . 5 00
Mr. James McDonald, East River,. ..... 100
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Rev. Geo. Patterson, Green Hill,.......

Officers of the Principal Boards, &c.

Board of Education.—R. V. Grant, Esg.,
Pictou, P’resident; A. McKinlay, Fsq., Hali-
fax, Vice-President; John McKinlay, lsq.,
Pictou, Secretary; Abram Patterson, Esq.,
Pictou,Genetal Treasurer; J. I1. Liddell, Esq.,
Halifax, Treasurer ot Protessorial Fund.

Board of Superintendence of Theologi
Hall.—A. Forrest, Esq., M. D, Halifax, Chair-
man; Rev. W. Maxwell, Halifax, Secretar{{.

Board of Home Misswns. — Rev. A. Me-
Knight, Dartinouth, Chairman; Rev. T, Cum-
ming, Halifax, Secretary.

Committee on Supplements.—Rev. H. Me-
Leod, D. D., Syduey, Chairman; Rev. T.
Sedgewick, Tatamagouche, Secretary.

Commiltee on Colportrge.—~Rev. J. 1. Bax-
ter, Onslow, Convener.

Board of Foreign Missions.—Rev.J. Stuart,
New Glasgow, Chairman; Rev. J. Bayne, D.
D., Pictou, Secretary.

Trustees of Widows' Fund.—Rev. J. Bayne,
D.D., Convener; Rev. G. Patterson, Green-
Hill, Secretary; Howard Primrese, Esq., Pie-
tou, Treasurer. )

Commilttee on Statistics.—Rev. T. Cumming,
Convener.

Treasurer—(Fxcept for Professorial
Fund and Widow’s Fund.)— Abram Patter-
son, Esq., Pictou. )

Receiver of Contributions to the Schemes of
the Church.--James McCallum, Esq., of Prince
Edward Island; Robert Smith, ksq., Mer-
chant, Trure; A. K. Mackinlay, Exq., Halifax.

Receiver of Goods for Misstons.— Mr.
William Johnston, of McPherson & Co.’s,
Booksellers, Pictou.
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Tue HoME AND ForetcN RECORD is
under the control of a Committee of Synod;
and is published at Halifax by Mr. Jaues
BARNES,

TERMS.

Single copies, 60 cents (3s.) each.  Any ons
remitting One Dollar will be entitled to a
single copy for two years.
ire copies and upwards, to one addrees,
50 cents (2s. 6d.) per copv.

Yor every fen copies ordered to one address
an additional copy will be sent free.

These terms are so low that the Committee
must snsist on the payment in adoance.



