The LLamp

Vol. IL.
No. 10.

TORONTO, MAY 15, 1896.

No. 22,

The Theosophical Sociely, as suck, is not responsidle yor anything contained herein.

THEIR COMMANDMENT.

“ But we know that They have left us a commandment.

That we keep,

although now and then objects, senses, men, and time conspire to
show that Masters laugh at us.”—LZLetters ZThat Have Helped Me.

—Page 29.

Some who know the magic use ot
faith and devotion, have asked what this
commandment is, of which the teacher
spoke. That commandment is one of
Service, of work for the world. Not
alone the world of humanity, but also
the world of creatures and the world of
elements; all three worlds ensouled
should have that service of ours, whether
in objective work or in that power of
thought which evolves the atoms of
substance.

There is one clause of such Service,
however, on which especial stress was
laid from the first; it may indeed be
called the primary stipulation of Thair
Commandment. It was said when this
century’s work began, and since then
repetitions are numerous, that we, the
workers, if we were to be true servitors
in the least, must form a barrier against
the oncoming tide of a psychism sure
to develop with the development of the
new race. Under the law of action and
reaction, whenever there is a spiritval
efflux sent forth, a reaction on the lower
glanes inevitably tends toward psychism,

y what may be called the effect of
polar reversion. Hence the necessity
of Their warning. This waring should
have marked attention whenevera fresh
spiritual impulse has been given to our
work under cyclic law. Just as Masters
in Their place form the guardian wall

about humanity, so the workers here on
this plane must form a barrier to pro-
tect all those who will avail themselves
of that barrier agamnst the insidious
effects of the nascent psychic senses
which evolving men are sure to feel: to
such the philosophy we spread must
serve as a guide, and in this fact inheres
the need of teaching altruism among
children.

In the recent Convention of the
Theosophical Society held at New York,
we have had a great object lesson. It
showed what The Lodge can accom-
plish through our harmonious and
united action. The spiritual forces
generated by the human heart can be
multiplied infinitely by Masters, can be
used to lift a nation or to save a world.
These spiritual forces are quiet ; the
evident is not the real. Their working
is silent, is not a phenomenon but is a
benediction. In harmony they inhere ;
unity is their great first cause. If we
look back in thought upon that Con-
vention, we will remember that there
was not one dissenting voice, not a
single argument; we will understand
that we saw The Lodge visibly working,
that this was a Masterpiece of Masters,
and that the coming year will bring
forth daily results from this great me-
lodious moment of our lves.

Yet there is one proviso. Each one
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of us can still make or mar the increase
of this work. It was done in and by
unity. By and in unity it must be
maintained. Each one lit a torch at
that flame. Let each keep that torch
alight. Every act and every thought of
our diurnal hves will cither increase or
disrupt the harmony, the unity. Let
each heart-note ring clear and true.
The most earnest worker can become a
centre of disintegration in five minutes
if separative thoughts are indulged in,
and it is easier far to lose ground than
to regain it, when discords are loosed
to play through the sphere of man.

A reaction 1s what we must provide
againet. If each one provides against
that 2z Ais own heart and mind there
will be no need for us to go ferth to
save others, for the spiritual forces in
their bemign impersonality, work more
wisely than do mankind.. If each tends
with vigilant care that light which burns
in the soul, protecting it above all from
the unsteady airs playing to and fro in
the restless mimi then other lights
will be kindled, other souls quickened,
by the pulsations coming from those
undetached sparks of the one Flame
which are our vibrant souls.

It should bz understood that the
words “ psychic forces” do not merely
refer to the phenomena of the astral
senses. They refer as well to idle
gossip, to curiosity, to psychic intrusion
and to what H. P. B. called psychic
burglary, and to doubt, suspicion, jeal-
ousy, and all the other parasites preying
upon the human heart. Comrades, on
guard! Your lights are increased, at-
tracting kindred hghts from afar, attract-
ing also the creatures of the darkness,
the tribes of error, who find in our
thoughts a life, a form, a fatal power
not their own but from us derived.
Close your minds to these. Listen to
the Song of the Soul. You will hear
its declaration of Peace. In the small
things unobserved by most people both
the hosts of the Sun and those of the
Night chiefly work. Instead of looking
for signs, marvels, astral pictures au
the hke, we would do well to observe
the small events of daily life; the duties
brought to our door by the law are the
expression, in time, of that law; the

tendency of our thought also reveals to
us that lower self which must be grasp-
ed and understood. Our minds feel
the ungoverned psychic currents in their
doubts and fears. How often have we
not seen comrades indulging in specu-
lation upon some psychic thought or
image, when before every eye and plain
to the sight was something apparently
small which was a pointer of great im-
portance to the thinker, of deep mean-
ing to the true seer. Once T remember
hearing a number of persons complain-
ing of an alteration in the seats of a
hall; this change tended fo their phy-
sical inconvenience, and yet it was a
search-light revealing the operation of
a mystic law.

There is a false and a true reaction.
The false tends away from the lines
laid down, to another grade and species
of action. The true reaction is that
interior silence which occurs after a
period of intense activity; in that si-
lence the truths received are assimilated
and the soul adjusts itself anew in pre-
paration for the next period of recep-
tivity. Meanwhile, every truth taken
up into the heart is having its effect
upon the daily life. All about us the
divine powers are playing, not visible
to any eye, but plain to the insight of
the heart. That heart knows well that
Peace, Harmony, Trustare the keynotes
of the divine Song of the Logos, for in
these states of the Soul are generated
the forces, the ‘“voice in the spiritual
sound,” which enable man to attain his
divinity. Those lights of many colours
are the garments of the soul.

The coming year is big with Destiny;
may Unity be our password, Trust,
our guide. Oh! for the power to gen-
erate a trustfulness as mighty as that of
little children, for of such indeed are
the kingdom. Trust! It is a spiritual

ower so vast, when rising from the

uman heart, that the highest acts of
spiritual regeneration may be performed
through it. Trust, Ido beseechyou, and
you shall know the radiance that only
shines from spirit. Standing each upon
his own duty, may each meet every
moment as a moment of choice. When
such 2 moment comes, take the key of
the philosophy, and, guided by your
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own light, unlock the door. No soul
ever looked to that light in vain. A
great trust has been placed in our
hands, a great power given us to wxelfi.
It is the power of united action, and
great Karma will demand account of
the use or misuse of it by each one who
has seen what that power can accom-
plish. The responsibility of that know-
ledge is ours. On guard, then, Com-
rades all, each on guard for each and'
for all, and may our lights shine clear!

JASPER NIEMAND.

INTERNATIONAL 8. 8, LESSONS.

May 24, Luke xXX: 9-}9.

The other versions of this parable
should be read in Matthew xxi: 33-46
and Markxii: 1-12. So far as the direct
application of the story Is concerned, it
undoubtedly refers to the rejecticn by
the Jews as a nation of the repeated
messages brought to them by the
prophets, the seers, the illuminati, ‘and
initiate-of successive gencrations. They
Tejected them all, wedded to their own
sorceries, and when the supreme oppor-
tunity came_ they were, by their in-
grained habit, unable to recognize it.
But these national pictures are all meant
to convey an individual lesson. Each
man is a national entity in the com-
plexity of his constitution and organiza-
tion, in the various departments of his
thoughtand consclousness, 1n the many
classes of lives that combine in him to
form a living cosmos. In th: nation
and in the individual the purpose of
existence is progress, growth, develop-
ment. As the nation expands and
grows, so does the individual. As the
hational ideal must exist to ensure de-
velopment, so in the man there must
exist the aspiration towards a more
perfect condition. ‘The inspiration for
our ideals, our lofty aspirations, our
hopes and yearnings, comes from above.
The Higher Self of each of us is con-
stantly sending messages to the vineyard
of our physical life and consciousness.
Each man is a vineyard, in the Master’s
phrase; in each is planted a branch of
the True Vine, the emblem of the
Christos, the Dionysus, the Bacchus.
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The vineyard is hedged about, and con-
tains a wine-press and a tower, all
occult symbols. Noabh, the type of the
incarnating egos of the early races, the
Nuah of the Chaldeans, planted this
vineyard, like so many other heroes of
tradition. The ego, in each new life,
plants this vineyard of earth-existence,
and then until the incarnation is ended
the work cf gathering the vintage goes
on. The passions, the desires, the
affections, the emotions, the intellectual
faculties, the artistic qualities—all these
are the husbandmen to whom the vari-
ous messages are sent in due order. As
oneclass after another rejectsthe govern-
ment of the spiritual nature, it becomes
more and more difficult to respond to
succeeding appeals, so that if the lower
aspects of our human character be not
conquered at first the final result is the
rejection of the Divine Self. There has
always appeared to be much confusion
in the interpretation of the “Stone
which the builders rejected.” The
keystone of an arch, which is often
associateG with it, has nothing in com-
mon with the ‘“head stone of the
corner.” The top corner-stone of a
square building is of no more import-
ance than any other stone on the same
course. If, however, we go back to the
ancient symbolism (see Zechariah iv),
we can scarcely fail to see that the
Pyramid, the syvmbol of strength and
perfection, is the building referred to.
The stone which would fit nowhere
else, rejected of the Builders, becomes
indeed *‘the head of the corner.” This
idea is recognized in the Great Seal of
the United States. The pyramid was
the temple of initiation in spiritual
myste: tes, so thatits completion signifies
the coming of the Teacher. :

May 31. Lukexxi: 20.36.

The parallel passages are Matthew
xxiv: 16-38,and Markxiii: 15-34. The
coming of the Christos, which is re-
ferred to, is conveniently postponed by
the Christian Churches of the day to
the future, so that in all Christendom
there are no Church Christians who
realize what the spiritual Christ really is
and what is meant by His coming or
presence (parousia). Like the *‘fool-
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ish Galatians” of Paul’s epistle, having
begun with a belief in the Spirit of the
Christos, they have ended by believing
in the flesh of a corporeal Jesus. (See
Galatians iii: 3, Revised Version and
margin.) John’s test of the faithful is
stated in the first epistle, iv : 2, *‘Every
spirit which confesseth that Jesus Christ
is come in the flesh is of God.” The
Greek is explicit. Not that Jesus Christ
did come formerly, but that he is now
come and present in the flesh, which is
the ancient teaching concerning the
Avatar, The personal appearance of
the World Christs at the consummation
of certain cycles depends entirely on
the acceptance of their teaching by
humanity at large. If we desire to
witness the advent of a Messiah, it
becomes the personal duty of each to
have entered into that Presence and te
have realized in his own experience
what the Coming, the Parousia, means.
The Christ is only to be found within,
so that “If any man shall sa{) unto
you, Lo. here is Christ, or there, believe
it not.” Ail the signs of the coming
enumerated, verse 23, ¢f sey., refers to
the occult experiences of the student.
‘The signs in the sun and in the moon
and in the stars, the solar, the lunar
and sidereal planes of consciousness,
upon the earth, the physical plane,
distress and perplexity for those who
have penetrated nodecper ; the sea and
waves roaring, symbols of the disturbed
astral conditions. The powers or forces
of the over-world shall be vibrated, the
higher faculties becoming active. The
parable of the fig-tree directly refers to
the subjective life represented by its
fruit, the flower and seeds of which
grow within. The fig and the vine
represent the psychic and  spiritual
natures in the Bible teachings The
statement of verse 32 is simply untrue,
if it refers to such an Advent as is
looked forward to by most Christians.
Applied to the disciples around him,
and in view of their efforts to attain to
the Christ-consciousness, it was an
encouragement to themand toall future
seekers after God. ¢ Heaven and earth
shall pass away.” “There shall be new
heavens and a new earth.” Rebirth
and its woes await those who have not

¢t escaped all these things, and who are
not worthy to stand before the Son of
Man.”

June 7. Lukexxii: 24-37.

“He that is the greater among you,
let him become as the younger; and be
that is chief, as he that doth serve.” In
the counsels of the Great lodge, of
which the lesser lodges, churches or
societies of earth present but imperfect
semblances, we can realize this as a law
governing the “going forth” of the
Messengers. Wehavea picturein these
verses of the Master with His chelas.
“Ye are they which have continued
with me in my trials (literally, myassay-
ing), and I appoint unto you a kingdom,
even as my IFather appointed unto me.”
Through incarnation after incarnation
had His pupils followed Him, and now
that the perfecting-period or time of
initiation had been reached, the Master
must needs pass on alone. Simon,
type of the intellect or reason, the
human understanding, has been snared
by the adversary ; but the Master asks
him, when he repents, is converted, or
turns again, to ‘“ stablish the brethren.”
That Peter was not yet *“ converted ” is
worth reflection. There was yeta lower
depth of intellectual obstinacy into which
he must descend ere he could tread the
upward path of humility, and subjugate
the brain-faculties to the service—not
the criticism—of the Higher Self.

June 14. Luke xxiii: 33-46.

“ They came unto the place which is
called, The Skuil.” Anything clearer
than this statement is rarely met with in *
occult writings. Here it is that the
Christ is crucified. In this human
microcosm the denial of the Lord or
Master is made by the intellect. In
this arena is played the great drama of
the evolution of the spiritual life, the
initiation. Allreligions have recognized
the appropriateness of the allegory.
Even in ancient Mexico we have the
national Saviour, Quetzalcoat], crucified
between two thieves, as at Jerusalem.
The Babylonian and Egyptian temples
were reared to display this sacred
mystery, and-in Freemasonry to-day
there lingers the image of the same
great teaching. Vet for centuries the
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Church bhas refused to consider the vital
truths lying scarcely veiled in the in-
spired story. Nowhere, as Mr. Glad-
stone and })r. Workman have recentl
affirmed, does the New Testament teac
the doctrine of a vicarious atonement,
yet the invention of priestcraft has
taken the place of the truth proclaimed
by the Christ of Nazareth and echoed
in the higher consciousness of every
thinking man, “I, the divine Self, if I
be lifted up, will draw all men unto
me.” Truly have we ended in a wor-
ship of the flesh. May we pass through
that darkness of the ninth hour, when
the light of the Sun faily, and learning
the mysteries of the sanctuary whose
rent veil no longer hides the Word of
the Ages, attain the realm of the over-
world, and commend ourselves to the
life of the One Self that dwells in light
anapproachable.

June 21. Luke xxiv: 36-53.

Those who understood the crucifixion
to be an historical event, added to their
faith the account of the physical resur-
rection of the dead body of Jesus. The
story of His eating with the disciples
and displaying his wounds thus con-
firms their opinion. Those who found
in the crucifixion an allegory of initia-
tion, found in this story a refutation of
tie belief that when an adept has
achieved that state he then passed from
ordinary life, or, in the very common
form of the error, that the attainment
of Nirvana means extinction or pa.sing
out of existence. When the Galilean

Master attained to Nirvana, as in the -

case of the Lord Buddha, and, like all
the Buddhas of Compassion, He re-
nounced His privileges, and fulfilling
His vows dcvoted Himself to the salva-
tion of the race. In mystic language,
verse 42, “they gave him a picce of a
broiled fish (Pisces), and he took it and
did eat before them.” And the Master
labours still with humanity. When or
where the Nazarene has incarnated
matters not. But He has not aban-
doned the sheep of His hand for the
glory of any heaven in the Universe.
They who are His may find Him in this
life, in this world, Now. “Lo! Iam
with you always, even unto the end of
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the age,” was His promise, and it has
heen kept. ¢ My sheep hear my voice,
and I know them, and they follow me.”
In this knowledge, and in this only,
death has no sting, the grave no
victory.

The true Theosophists are not a
legion; the ranks are by no means
crowded. " hese are not measured by
their occult lore, or by their mysterious

ower, nor yet by any worldly standard,

ut solely by their own convictions.
‘t'hey are, one and all, dead in earnest,
dead to all things else. They may not
outwardly yet renounce, but they have
inwardly relinquished, and will rejoice
at the coming of the time when in-
cidentals shall vanish a..d only essen-
tials remain. These have lived in all
ages, giving meaning and dignity to life,
invincible and immortal.—Z%e Path,
SJanuary, 1889.

NATURE.

Do you hear the grasses murmur? Do ycu hear
tho rustling leaves?

Do you catch the whispered story Nature for her
children weaves ?

Don't you feel the warm sap throbbing? Don’t
you see the blogsoms swell ?

Don’t you know thatlife around youalways some
sweet tale can tell ?

Look around you, stop and listen; hear the rip-
pling brooklet's son% . :
As unlto the great dark ocean it runs cheerily
along.

Don't you see how like your life ‘tis, as it xipples
to its goal ? . 5

How the tiny little streamlet fin'lly mingles with
the whole ?

Mother Nature has her secrets, but of course she
will not tell ;

And if you would gain her favour you must learn
life's lesson well.

Every little drop that glistens, overy blade of
grass that grows;

Every tiny grain of gravel Mother Nature loves
and knows.

All the world needs Mother Nature, all the world
to hier doth bend ;

Seck and mind her, she'll befriend you to the
great and certain end.

Call upon her, she will listen, to none does she

ANSWEYr Noy ;
With her light she'll change the rathway from
the night to brightest day.

ETBEL C. KNAPP. (Aetat15.)
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

“H. P. B. #as called out the
reserves.”

%

““THE stone which the builders re-
jected is become the head of the
corner.”

*

**BEHOLD how goed and how pleasant
a thing it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity.”

“In all labour, there is profit.” So
now let us all get right down to another
year of solid work.

£ 3

THE Beaver T. S. will next month
take up the study of Dr. J. A. Ander-
son’s ““Septenary Man.”

*
TWENTY-FIVE CENTS in postage

stamps (U.S. or Canadian) will bring
you THE Lamp for a year.

THE LAMP.

WE have a few sets of the numbers
of THE Lame containing “The Mystery
of the Moon” for sale at fifty cents.

*

THE Lamp has for sale three copfé§ of
Volume I, bound in cloth, with title
and index. Price, $1.25, post,free.

*

We have to acknowledge the kind
efforts on behalf of THE Lamr of Mrs.

Fanny Field Hering and other friends.

*

WiLkiNseUrG T. S. has doubled its
membership since its foundation last
October, and this, too, in a difficult
field.

o
b

SeECrETARIES of Bianches who have
sample copies of THr, Lamp sent them
are requested to lend the same to the
members.

*

Books on theosophical subjects may
be procured from THE LaMp office, or
through Mr. W. H. Evans, bookseller,
357%% Yonge Street, Toronto.

*

Karma Lopce has inaugurated a
series of picnics, to be held every third
Sunday, for members and their friends.
Theosophical readings will close each
day’s outing. .

Wz were in error in including the
.name G. Hijo among Mr. Judge’s pen-
names last month. Rodriguez Undiano
was omitted from the list, over which sig-
nature appear some interesting articles.

*

Rerorts of the Convention were
made by the Toronto delegates on
Wednesday evening, the 6th inst., and
excited more than ordinary interest. A
new earnestness appears already to have
seized the members of the Beaver T. S.

*

A 1ETTER has been received from
Miss McLatchie, at present residing in
the Fiji Islands. She has found only
one theosophically interested acquaint-
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ance so far, but intends to keep the
link unbroken, and may yet find a wide
field of work.

*

Mr. C. B. HoGGaN, having moved
from the East End, Mr. and Mrs.
Harris, 76 Saulter Street, have kindly
consented to have the Tuesday evening
class held at their residence. Any who
are irterested in ‘Theosophy across the
Don will be welcome, at eight o’clock
every Tuesday.

THE article in our present issue by
Jasper Niemand is intended for the
perusal of every member of the T. S.
Presidents and Secretaries are requested
to call the attention of their Branch
members to it. Copies will be sent to
anyone who desires it on receipt of
postal card request.

*

WE hope to present our readers with
a portrait of our new President, Mr.
Hargrove, next month. We hope also
to resume some of our usual features
which the events of the last two months
have displaced. A batch of book
reviews, some delayed for months,
should also appear.
*

THE joint annual meeting of the
Royal Canadian Humane Society and
the Toronto Humane Society will be
held on Thursday evening, 21st inst,
at 8 o'clock in the Toronto Art Gallery,
165 King Street East. Medals and
parchments for heroic conduct will be
presented, and the public are invited to

attend.
%

WHiTE LoTus Day was well observed
in Toronto. The members of the To-
ronto T. S. held a meeting in Broadway
Hall on the evening of the 8th. The
Beaver Society commemorated the oc-
casion on Sunday evening, the 1oth,
withan address on *“Madame Blavatsky:
Her Life and Work,” and readings from
the Light of Asia and the Bhagavad
Gita. The attendance was very good.
The World published a short article the
previous day of an explanatory nature.
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ONE of the beautiful thingsin New
York which no visitor should miss see-
ing is the Washington Triumphal Arch
in° Washington Square. Tge legend
inscribed upon it is worth noting. The
words are Washington’s own : ¢ Let us
raise a standard to which the wise and
the honest can repair. The event is in
the hand of God.”

*

OUR AUSTRALIAN FRIENDS have an-
nounced their intention of starting a
monthly paper for the furtherance ot
theosophical propaganda in their own

rovinces. Mr, Willans, of Sydney, is
interested it the idea, and while issuing
a paper is no picnic, yet there is no
reason why Australia should not rival
Canada anyway. All success, then, to
our Lemurian brethren!

*

“Karma LopGE,” Wilkinsburg, Pa.
received a short visit from Miss Ban-
dusia Wakefield, of Sioux City, Iowa.
She addressed the Wilkinsburg Society,
and made many friends there and in
Pittsburg. Mr. H. A. Gibson, of Los
Angeles, also addressed the Society,
7th” May, on “Branch Work and In-
dividual Activity.” He also spoke at
the White Lotus Day celebration.

*

ONE OR TWO CORRESPONDENTS have
sent in for the spare copy of Zhe Path,
{ulﬂ, 1888 ; so, if there are any more to

e had, Tue Lamp will pay $1 each for
two more copies at least. The follow-
ing issues of Z%e Path are also wanted,
and we will pay a reasonable price, say
30 cents per copy, for the first copies
sent in. The numbers wanted are:
June, 1886 ; January, July, 1888;
February, 1890.

Part of the unofficial proceedings of
the Convention were the informal
gatherings in hotel parlours, waich lasted
into the ‘“wee sma’ ’oors ayont the
twal’,” and gave opportunity for some
most interesting symposiums. Mr. E.
B. Rambo’s account of the prison
mission work at San Quentin was a
feature at one of these; at another Dr.
Buck discoursed upon the origin and
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relation ot early and medizval secret
orders and societies, recommending the
rare work, Heckethorne’s * History of
Secret Orders,” for study as to the
origins of Masonry. Many friendships
were renewed, and delegates from all
parts of the country exchanged con-
fidences, compared notes, and gained
new ideas for future work.

*

THE rrOPOSAL to hold an extra Con-
vention in Toronto during the sessions
of the Brntish Association for the Ad-
vancement of Science next year, was
very popular among the delegates. On
the motion of a Toronto member, it was
referred to the Executive Committee to
decide upon the advisability of proceed-
ing with the idea. If done at all, it
would be necessary to carry it out on
the largest scale, without any doubt of
a success equal to the Theosophical
Congress at the Parliament of Religions.
Such a scale could not be assured
without the co operation of the highest
authorities. Should it be decided upon,
the scientific world will for the first time
have an opportunity of judging of the
marvellous completenessof theosophical
teachings about physical and allied
branches of science.” As the Associa-
tion meets on 18th August, 1897, there
is ample time for the maturing of any
plans that might be arranged.

*

Every member of the T. S. A, will
feel it a privilege to do what he or she
can towards the erection and completion
of the School for the Revival of the
Lost Mpysteries, the announcement of
which recently created such a sensation
in New York. Mrs. M. W. Brown and
Mr. W. F. Ardagh bave consented to
act as collectors, and any sums, how-
ever small, sent to them will be acknow-
ledged through THE Lamp and also by
the Central Committee in New York.
Dr. Buck, Dr. Walton, Mr. Griscom,
Mr. Patterson, Mr. Pearce and others
form this committee, and their names
are a guarantee of business methods in
connection with tne arrangements. A
banking account has been already
opened with a considerable sum, as

announced-elsewhere. Those who pre-
fer to contribute to the Central Com-
mittee direct may do so at 144 Madison
Avenue, New York City.

*

" PERHAPS the best observance of White
Lotus Day consisted in the placing in
the printer's hands of the MSS. of the
translation of ‘‘The Sermon on the
Mount,” *“The Coming of the Christos”
and other translatinns from the New
Testament, with notes by Aretss as
they appeared last year in Zhe Jrish
Zheosophist.  They will form a pam-
phlet of thirty-two pages of the size and
appearance of the Bibelvt; the type
will be clear and the workmanship of
the best class. Copies may be had for
ten cents each, or one dollar per dozen.
It is intended to supply one to every
clergyman in Toronto, and the scholar-
ship of the work must attract attention,
while the truths which it unveils will
leave a deeper impression.

*

THE question of possible reaction
after such a momentous occasion was
discussed during and after the Conven-
tion, and it was generally agreed that
there need bc none. We should not
forget, however, that the present success
can only be sustaineg just as it has been
attained—Dby earnest work and aspira-
tion. Nor should we lose sight of the
fact that the outer development of such
a singularly interesting project as the
re-establishment in Americaof the Lost
Mysteries of Antiquity is the result ot
years of persistent effort on inner planes.
‘That effort must be maintained and in-
creased, those inner planes must become
more and more real to us, if the new
School is to be a God’s gitt to the race,
and not a mere dead image of a dead
past. More responsibly than ever now
all theosophists stand at the bar of the
Great Law, and the fate of their fellow-
men depends on their fidelity to their
trust—the great trust with which they
have been trusted.

*
SO MUCH ADVANTAGE has been taken

of our offer to supply the theosophical
magazines to those sending in subscrip-
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tions 'to THE Lamp to the amount of
the price of the magazine desired that
we have determined to extend the
principle, and for a few months make
the same ‘offer apply to our list of
theosophical books. That is to say,
that anyone desiring to get any book in
our list may do so by canvassing amon
his or her friends for THE Lamp an
getting as many subscriptions as amount
to the price of the book. If you want
the Secret Doctrine, fifty subscriptions
will be necessary; if you want the Voice
of the Silence, then three subscriptions
will procure it. We have only three
conditiors, but they are cast-iron _and
no exceptions will be made: 1, Lists
of subscribers must be sent in com-
plete; for example, the entire fifty
names would require to be sent in at
one time with addresses in full, if The
Secret Doctrine was wanted. 2. Names
sent in must be those of new sub-
scribers. 3. Remittance in full must
accompany each list. We believe that
many who are unable to purchase our
somewhat expensive literature will find
this an easy means of adding to their
private libraries, or to those of their
Branches. Any books advertised in
our columns may be obtained in this
way until further notice. This offer
applies only to Canada and the United
States.

*

THE EDITOR of Book Notes writes to
say “that the lines underlined on en-
closed cutting from Lamp contain the
untrue statement referred to in Bovk
Notes. We have never been without
Wright's ¢ Theosophy’ since its publica-
tion ; we have never refused to handle
the ‘Ocean’ or any other Patk publica-
tion, but have copies always for sale
here and sell them.” We are exceed-
ingly glad to hear it. However, it
scarcely justifies the broadcast publica-
tion, among people who never see THE
Lamp, of the charge that we made
‘“statements that are absolutely false,”
especially when no details were given.
The ¢‘statements” are reduced from
the plural to the singular number, and
this in some degree modifies the charac-
ter of wholesale liar bestowed upon our
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reviewer by Book Notes. Qur reviewer
stated that while the T. P. S. could sell
books only fit to burn, according to
their own reviewers, they could not
handle books like ‘“ Modern Theoso-
g;xy ” or “The Ocean of Theosophy.”

ow, itis a fact that for many months
these and other Pa#% books have bee :
withdrawn from the advertisements of
the T. P. S. and f,.'zager. The same is
true of the Theosophical Book Con-
cern’s catalogues. We must say that
we still feel that our reviewer's inference
was within the mark when he stated
that the books mentioned were not
“handled” by the T. P. S. To
‘‘ handle ’ any commercial commaodity,
either in the book trade or elsewhere,
means rather more than to supply casual
orders. That the T. P. S. handles
The Lath publications in the way that
the New York house handles those of
the T. P. S,, no one knows better than
Book Notes is not the case, and it is
somewhat disingenuous even to appear
to make the claim.

*

THE EDITOR of the Expositor writes
us to say “that should I judge from my
present acquaintanceship with yourself
in formulating a general opinion con-
cerning Theovscphists as compared with
Christians, I would have to say that in
dogmatism, narrowness and credulity
they surpass all I have yet examined.”
This seems to mean that the Expositor
will refrain from judging until he gets
more evidence, and we trust is not
merely a pretext for not publishing our
letter. Mr. Truax, who represents the
constituticnal as contrasted with the
absolute monarchicalside ofthe Christian
Association, writes an interesting letter,
which we regret our limited space will
not contain in its entirety. He says, in
regard to our criticism of the incon-
sistency of those who place themselves
under the guidance of the Divine, and
then express their satisfaction with a
human individual: ¢Our position is
simplythis: Thediscoveryor re-discovery
ofthe doctrine or law of Divine guidarice
was made by the exercise of the ordinary
faculties of a man, just as those faculties
are exercised to discover any law of
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Nature. That is, by concentrating the
attention on the one Eoint or object in
view, tlie object in this case being to
find out the best method of regulating
mar’s conduct here and now. The dis-
covery, when made, was put ‘o the
common-sense test of experience, and
found to work as perfectly in practiceas
in theory. That is, the results from
practice fully met the highest expecta-
tions raised by the study of the theory.”
Mr. Truax then instances the discovery
of the xrays by Reentgen and asks:
Will others learn the new photography
by looking to God or praying to the
Almighty? . In short, what does
one want of God to teach him this new
art when he has Reentgen? This is
what we mean, and all we mean, by
telling persons to go to Burns and not
to God to learn Divine guidance, and
this is all the lady meant when she said:
* What do I want of God when I have
Burns I’”  All this sounds plausible
enough, and the attitude adopted inthe
discovery and verification of truth is
unobjectionable. But why make Burns,
or Reantgen either, the High Priest of
any dispensation, scientific or religious ?
Have Tesla and Edison not already
out-Reentgened Reentgen? Why should
we “jump,” when Mr. Burns ‘‘touches
the button,” when we can all touch our
own buttons and jump on our own
judgment? This is what a “narrow
and credulous ” theosophist wants to
know. The theosophist recognizes the
ability of every man to be his own High
Priest, and refuses to admit the inter-
vention of any external agency between
himself and the Divine Self of all. Ex-
cept in this point, which of course is
fundamental, we have no disagreement
with the Chnstian Association.

If the knowledge of the occult powers
of Nature opens the spiritual sight of
man, enlarges his intellectual faculties,
and leads him unerringly to a pro-
founder veneration for the Creator, on
the other hand ignorance, dogmatic
narro~ mindedness, and a childish fear
of looking to the bottom of things, in-
variably leads to fetish-worship and
superstition.—sis {uvedled, 11, p. 47,
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‘THE NEW YORK CONVENTION.

It was Masters’ doing and marvellous
in our eyes.

Everyone wondered at his or her
good fortune in being permitted to take
part in it

“Send out thy light and thy peace”
was the aspiration of last year; the
answer came with the power of a ful-
filled purpose and the convictior. of
growing strength.

The unity and harmony of the several
meetings occasioned much remark.
Even the newspapers noted the re-
markable quality of the enthusiasm,
quiet and earnest. ‘It wasnt the en-
thusiasm,” said the S, ¢ that shouts
and screams, but the enthusiasm that
acts in rapt ecstasy and with clasped
hands.” The Aduvertiser observed that
the ¢ delegates evidently belonged to
the educated classes. About one out
of cvery four was & physician.” *Taken
all in all,” wrote the Aerald, ‘it was u
convention of men and women who
looked as though they had brains and
ideas.”

In spite of the separation of fourteen
branches from the hundred and two of
last convention and the lapse of a few
others, one hundred and eight branches
were reported in the United States and
Canada.

The delegates and visitors from all
over the continent numbered about a
thousand, and local theosophists and
friends packed the great MadisonSquare
Concert Hall to its limit. Many who
had their attention called to it were
struck with the significance of the
golden figure that surmounted the tower
of the huge building—the Bowman
aiming his shaft towards the sunrising !

A very popular idea was given ex-
pression to in the resolution honouring
the memory of Baron de Hirsch. His
gﬁncely benefactions in the cause of

umanit{, and his constant endeavour
to serve his fellows, truly * exemplified
the true theosophical ethics,” and
marked him as “one of Nature’s noble-
men, and a true theosophist in the aim
of his life and the basis of his conduct.”

Dr. Jerome A. Anderson, of San
Francisco, made quite 2 number of new
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reﬁutations at the Convention, among
others that of a humourist. His light
and graceful speech at the Saturday
morning caucus was the subject of
general comment, and on Sunday even-
ing he quite surprised the readers of
his scientific and somewhat academic
“Reincarnation.” Dr. Anderson has
proved himself to be a ¢ Septenary
Man.”

Dr. Buck, if possible, endeared him-
self more than ever to old friends, and
made hosts of new ones. Even the
newspaper people were impressed, and
the New York Press spoke of him as
possessing ‘“an imposing presence and
a sonorous voice, both of which seemed
to have a Tiffany setting of hard sound
sense.”

A much easier task than mentioning
the prominent theosophists present
would be the naming of the very few
who were absént. The foreign dele-
gates, however, have to be noted, both
on their own account and for the links
of international harmony they represent.
From England, Dr. and Mrs. Keightley
and Mrs. Cleather were present; from
Ireland, Mr. F. J. Dick, and Mr. D. N.
Dunlop, of the Jfrish Theosophist ;
from Belgium came Mr. Opperman;
from Venezuela, E. Esquivar, Manuel
Jove and Charles I. Simon; from
Cuba, Emanuel J. Roman, Ramon R.
Carbonell, Emilio Agramonte. Mrs.
W. Q. Judge also occupied a seat on
the platiorni.  Greetings were received
from Australia, India, Scandinavia and
elsewhere.

One of the most impressive features
of the Convention was the introduction
of music during the proceedirgs. The
music had been most carefully selected,
was of the highest class and exquisitely
rendered. The string quartette was
composed of such well-known musicians
as Edvard Herrmann and Carl Hauser,
violin; Joseph Kovarik, viola; Emil
Schenck, *cello.  Ulysses Buehler acted
as pianist. The selections included
Wagner's Parsifal Prelude ; Raf’s Inter-
mezzo; Rubinstein’s Music of the
Spheres; Mascagni’s Intermezzo Sin-
fonico; Schumarm’s Traumerei, and
Evensong ; Beethoven’s Fareweli, and
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Seventh Sywmphony, and Schubert’s
Adieu.

The Saturday morning caucus proved
to be of the greatest assistance in
expediting business. The proposed
Credential Committee—Messrs. Smith
gChicago), Paiterson(Brooklyn), Smythe
Toronto), Clarke (Los Angeles), and
Hanson (Macon)—examined creden-
tials, and presented badges to all dele-
gates in attendance, the greater number
having already arrived. The Com-
mittee on Resolutions, as proposed, also
got to work and had all the business in
their charge put in order. Messrs.
Purman, Rambo, Stevens, Hanscn and
Dr. Simpson formed this Committee.
A H. Spencer, T. R. Prater and M. H.
Phelps composed the Audit Commit-
tee. The general programme of next
day’s work was outlined, and routine
matters so disposed that no time was
lost at the regular session.

The Sunday morning session was
opened by Dr. Buck, Acting President,
with a retiring address of great breadth
and power. “Our philosophy,” he
said, “has been widely diffused, and it
is no longer safe to count on the ignor-
ance even of the average reader. The
public press is now-a-days universally
fair to us, and it is our duty to present
these great truths with candour and
intelligence, and to exemplify our prin-
ciples of brotherhood and toleration
with consistency and patience. Our
opportunities are great; our resources
for solving thz great problems of exist-
ence by the theosophic philosophy are
inexhaustible. People are ready to
listen. If we fail or grow weary, we
deserve only the scorn and contempt of
mankind. Our literature extends back-
ward to the dawn of history. Our
Grand Master laid the foundations ot
the Pyramids, solved the riddle of the
Sphinyx, and mapped out the Constella-
tions. The mysteries of Greece, from
which Pythagoras and Plato learned
their secrets and became immortal in
the memory of man, lie open to us.
The Shepherd Kings and the Wise
Men of the East are our Elder Brothers.
What are all these hoary secrets but a
knowledge of the origm, nature and




156

destiny of man, and the methods of his
higher evolution?”
* Mr. E. B. Rambo was elected tem-
gorary chairman, and Mr. Elliott B.
age permanent secretary, of the Con-
vention. Dr. Buck, after roll-call, was
elected permanent chairman. In ac-
knowledging the election, he said:
“The world needs to-day, more than
anything else, more than the poor need
bread or the slave his freedom —the
human mind needs knowleage of its
own origin and destiny. Not blind
belief, not faltering hope, but know-
ledge, - real knowledge, experimental
knowledge of our need, so as to make
this knowledge a basis of cthics that
shall lead to the evolution of man.”
The report of the President and Treas-
urer followed, both showing increased
activity and progress. The receipts for
the year amounted to $8,644 (£1,778).
Opver five thousand letters had been
written inthe President’s office alone.
The afiernoon session on Sunday was
occupied with the report of the Com-
mittee on Resolutions and the election
of officers. Dr. Buck’s nomination
speech was as follows: *The man I
shall put forward for President is well
known to the members of this Society,
and is equally well known in England.
Browning, in one of his works, says:
‘Iam young; I havea life to give’—
that line exactly fits the man I shall
name. Qther men have been suggested
for the position, some of them older in
the service of theosophy, and who
would make exceedingly good officers,
but the only objection one could bring
against the candidate I will name is
that he is too young. But what is
youth to au inteliigent theosophist? It
1s ripened judgment in the body of a
young man. have travelled across
the Continent with this candidate, and
bhave been in his company often. He
is level-headed. He has good common-
sense. He is well versed on the phil-
osophy and science of the Secret
Doztrine. He is always a gentleman.
He is full of devotion, and he is ready
to offer himself to the services of the
Society. 1 believe he will be quite as
acceptable to the theosophists of Europe
as to those of America. 1 know of no
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one who will help us to extend the
principles of our order better than
Ernest T. Hargrove.” Mi. Claude
Falls Wright, who, with Dr. Buck
himself, had been more frequently men-
tioned as a possible candidate than
any oiher except Mr. Hargrove, sec-
onded the nomination, declaring that
Mr. Hargrove was ‘“ not only #¢ man,
but the only man.” The election was
unanimous and warmly enthusiastic.
Mr. Hargrove, in acknowledging the
honour, spoke with an impressive weight
and dignity that made people forget his
years. The New York Wor/d remnatks
(roth May): “If theosophists in this
country don't enjoy a boom during the
next year, it will be their own fault.
It will be because they don’t understand
what an attraction they have in their
new President.” Mr. E. Augustus
Neresheimer, of New York, was elected
Vice-President and Treasurer, and the
Executive Committee consists of Dr.
J. D. Buck, Dr. A. P. Buchman, Dr.
J. A. Anderson, and Messrs. Claude
Talls Wright, H. T. Patterson and
James M. Pryse.

The noble Proclamationof the Boston
Convention was, with a few verbal
changes, re-adopted, and will stand as
one of the grandest expressions of
human aspiration :

¢ The Theosophical Society in Ameri-
ca, by its Delegates and Members in
Convention assembled, does hereby
proclaim fraternal goodwill and kindly
feeling towards allstudentsof Theosophy
and members of Theosophical Societies,
wherever and however situated. It
further proclaims and avers its heart
sympathy and association with suc
persons and organizations in all Theo-
sophical matters, except thoseof Govern-
ment and Administration, and invites
their correspondence and co-operation.
To all men and women of whatever
Caste, Creed, Race: or Religious Belief,
whose intentions aim at the fostering of
peace, gentleness and unselfish regard
one for another, and the acquisition of
such knowledge of Man and Nature as
shall tend to the elevation and advance-
ment of the Human Race, it sends most
friendly greeting and freely proffers its
services. It joins hands with all Re-
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ligions and Religious Bodies whose effort
is directed to the purification of men’s
thoughts and the bettering of their
ways, and avows its harmony therewith.
Toall Scientific Societies and individual
searchers after Wisdom, upon whatever
plane and by whatever rightcous means
pursued, it 1s and will be grateful for
such discovery and unfoldment of Truth
as shall serve to announce and confirm
A Scientific Basis for Ethics. And,lastly,
it invites to its membership all those
who, seeking a higher life hereafter,
would learn to know the Path to tread
in this ?

The sailing of the great steamer,
St. Paul, for the Macedonian coasts of
Britain, with a little group of theoso-
phists on board going over to help, was
an interesting event on the morning of
Wednesday the 2gth.

Many delegates were much exercised
as to why reduced fares had not been
arranged for with the railway companies.
It was explained that one month’s notice
was required by the Traffic Association,
and, as the change of meeting-place
grevented this, no arrangement could

e come to. At future Conventions
every delegate should take care to pro-
cure a Convention Coupon when he
buys his ticket, thus securing return
fare for one-third over single, when, as
at New York, the number present ex-
ceeds the stipulated quantity.

Nothing about the Convention excited
public interest, and the curiosity of even
the newspaper world, to such an extent
as the rumour that a great Adept was
present during the proceedings. This
arose out of reports published by the
Tribune and Sun regarding Mr. Judge’s
occult heir and successor, which were
admitted to be substantiaily correct, to
the effect that a new leader in esoteric
matters, “in some ways greater than
either Mme. Blavatsky or W. Q. Judge
himself,” had appeared. It is difficult
for outsiders, brought up in an atmos-
phere of dogmatism, to understand why
a Society, founded by Adepts, should
yet refuse officially to affirm their exist-
ence. The same principle of non-
dogmatism was involved in the shelving
of a resolution condemning vivisection,
though individually the majority of the
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delegates would have endorsed it. In
regard to the personality of the Adept,
however, it should be clear that the
mere personality is of slight importance.
Happy they who can recognize the
Power behind the Throne, and, wisely
discriminating, yield their co-operation.
Those who see in a well-considered
secrecy nothing but a desire for mystery
and an affectation of reserve only meant
to whet curiosity should have pointed
out to them the real causes for it, so far
as they can be explained.

The usval crop of errors to be met
with in conr.ection with every large
gathering was perhaps larger than usual.
Theludicrous misconceptionsheldabout
theosophy were fully reflected in the
papers, the Sus taking pains to appear
the most uninformed of any. It was
suggested that the Sws's dish of crow
scme years ago had not yet been got
over, but there is no reason to doubt
that the Su#’s very handsome apology
and retraction on that occasion was
genuine. Some of the newspaper cross-
heads were remarkable, to say theleast.
The Sun displayed “Karma evenes in
a hush,” and nobody knows yet what
was meant. The Herald read ¢ The
Adept dropped in again, Beamed upon
the meeting of the Esoteric Circle, and
ate tri-coloured ice-cream at the Recep-
tion.” The Press had “A school for
study of Esotery is proposed.” The
Sun’s account of the proceedings in the
ante-room at Madison Gardens was
very funny. It is well to remember
that the interviews appearing in many
papers just now, said to have been held
with various prominent theosophists,
are very largely fictitious. 1In one case
at least Mr. Wright's name was printed
at the end of an article with which he
had nothing to do. Theosophists know
the difference, of course, but the public
need to have these matters pointed out.
Common-sense is the best test to apply.
Theosophy is, however, attracting seri-
ous attention. As an instance, Mr.
Hargrove has been requested to con-
tribute an article to the NVorth American
Review.

T2 Sunday evening meeting was a
brillia t affair.  The leading theoso-
phists of America and Britain in ten
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minute addresses outlined the teachings
of the Secret Doctrine to a packed
audience of cver two thousand people.
The message of the evening seemed to
be summed up in Mrs. Keightley's clos-
ing words. She spoke of the story of
Jesus and Lazarus, the Master cailing
his friend to life. ‘¢ In the parable the
Theosophist sees another thing. He
sees the Spirit, free and beautiful, bend-
ing over the tomb of mortal man. We
are also imbued with a Soul. Just as
he walks through the street and sees on
every side those faces, the dumb eyes
of each one of them filled with a want
and a craving that modern civilization
never touches, just so he sees that
Spirit of the Christ lightly bending over
the tomb where lies the Soul in human
form, and crying Awake! Awake! A
form of matter? No! Then there
arises deathless, immortal, the free, the
glorious, the imperial Soul. It is an
act of magic. You can, every one of
you, perform it, and indced in your-
selves evoke the Soul.”

A heart of purple immortelles hung
below the grave, gentle face of William
Q. Judge in Aryan Hall. It seemed to
indicate the rea{ity of the influence still
exercised by the dead President, and
was a token of the living loyalty of his
friends. Nor was he forgotten in the
Convention. A series nof resolutions
was adopted expressingygratitude “to the
guardians of our race: for the staunch,
devoted, and loyal soul whom they
sent and permitted to dwell so long
with us ;” that we should endeavour *““to
live up to his high ideals,” and “pledge
our lives, our fortunes and our sacred
honour to endeavour to push forward to
its full completion that ideal and per-
fect brotherhood of humanity which
shall be without distinction of race,
creed, sex or caste,” a work ¢ for which
he lived and for which he died.” A
very fine life-size bust of Mr. Judge,
done by Gustav Lindstrom, was unveil-
ed at the Sunday evening meeting
while the great audience stood insilence.
The ceremony was performed by little
four-and-a-half-years Genevieve Mer-
cedes Gwendolyn Kluge. This little
child was stated to be the youngest
member of any esoteric body in the

world, her initiation having occurred
most unexpectedly, and in itself being
an,incident of striking interest, signifi-
cant of the new age just commencing.
After the unveiling of the bu  accom-
panied by a few strains of plaintive
music, the resolutions adopted at the
morning session were read by Judge
O’Rourke, Grand Master of the Indiana
Masons, and Mr. Neresheimer read Mr.
Judge’s address at the Parliament of
Religions in Chicago on “Brother-
hood.”

Immediately after the unveiling, how-
ever, a most unexpected announcement
was made by Mr. Wright, and one
which perhaps presents a nobler tribute
to the memory of Mr. Judge than any
other that could be conceived. Mr.
Wright stated that the real founders of
the Society were * preparing to found a
School for the Revival of the Lost
Mysteries of Antiquity in which those
who have served their time in the Lesser
Mysteries or the preceding degrees—
namely, in the discipline of the soul, and
the service of humanity—may enter the
Greater Mysteries and become Masters
indeed by evolving to higher planes of
knowledge and power, on the one con-
dition, that such power and knowledge
shall be devoted unreservedly to the
service of humanity.” Funds to pro-
cure a suitable site and to erect buildings
would be required, and all who desired
would have an opportunity to contribute,
it being understood that no money
donated would give the slightest voice
in its control. No money would of
course be taken in exchange for teach-
ing in the School, the tuition in which
would be absolutely free and for those
only who were “duly and truly pre-
pared.” About $35,000 in cash and
work was contributed before the close
of the Convention. An interesting
allusion to this project is to be found in
an article by H. P. B. so long ago as
December, 1887. In Zwcfer, in an
article on *¢ The Esoteric Character of
the Gospels,” she writes: *“1f the voice
of the MysTERIES has become silent for
many ages in the West, if Eleusis,
Memphis, Antium, Delphi, and Cresa,
have long ago been made the tombs of
a Science once as colossal in the West
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as it is yet in the Fast, there are succes-
sors now being prepared for them. We
are in 1887 and the nineteenth century
is close to its death. The twentieth
century has strange developments in
store for humanity, and may even be
the Jast of its name.”

Several keynotes were struck at the
Convention which may be wisely kept
in memory. All of them have been
emphasized, too, so that there may be
no excuse for forgetfulness. The har-
mony and unity of the proceedings are
commented upon by Jasper Niemand
in an article printed elsewhere. ‘The
cosmopolitan character of the move-
ment was evident. The election of a
British President by an American dele-
gation is sufficient testimony in itself.
The spirituality of the theosophic teach-
ings was evinced again and again, and
the exalted conception of a School for
the Revival of the Lost Mysteries of
Antiquity bore this home tc every
classical scholarand Free Mason among
the public in attendance in a way that
was not to be gainsaid. Another point
uron which part of the public is sadly
at fault in regard to theosophy came up
at the Monday morning session when a
resolution of thanks to Dr. Buck for
his entertainment of theosophic visitors
in Cincinnati wasintroduced. Dr. Buck
interposed, however, in the following
remarks: “Brothers and Sisters,—I
have a word to say upon this subject.
Did ycu ever know a man, young or
old, rich or poor, wise or foolish, to
make a home? It is the wife that
makes the home. Those who have
been entertained at my home have been
welcomed by my wife and by our child-
ren. My work has been lightened very
largely, I believe, for we are oue at
home. We believe that theosophy begins
in the home, and though it may end in
the home, and it will stay all of the
time in the home, it is from the home-
life that shall emanate the real spirit of
theosophy. Of course, when the Soul
has evolved to a <ertain point and
becomes really theosophical, itis cosmo-
politan, and 1t may feel at home any-
where. We at our home take theosophy
as the most_practical and sensible and
quiet thing in the world, and if we have

159

given welcome to others they have left
benedictions with us. I thank you and
appreciate from my heart of hearts, not
only for myself, but for mg wife, the
sentiment that you have bestowed.”
Mrs. Buck was accordingly included
in the terms of the resolution, and the
beauty of a united and barmonious
home life thus gracefully recognized.
The sacred character of the conjugal
relation was stiil more pronouncedly
marked by the impressive ceremonies
at the marriage of Mr. and Mrs, Wright
on Sunday, 3rd inst., noted elsewhere.

WRIGHT—LEONARD.

A THEQOSOPHICAL MARRIAGE.

Mr. Claude Falls Wright and Miss
Mary Katherine Leoline Leonard were
married on Sunday, 3zrd May. Mr.
Wright is one of the best known theoso-
phists in America, his Sunday morning
lectures in Chickering Hall, New York,
having given him a wide reputation.
Miss Leonard has been an active worker
in Chicago and Boston, and has lectur-
ed through the New England States.
The ceremony was performed according
to the Egyptian rites of over five thous-
and years ago, in the presence of Mr.
]]udge’s occult successor and her col-

eagues. Mr. Hargrove addressed those
present in explanation of the symbolism
of the ceremony, and on the sanctity of .
the marriage relation. e hope to pre-
sent his remarks in full next month.
Mrs. Cleather also spoke. She said:
* Marriage, truly understood, is a very
sacred thing. It must be a union—a
binding—of man and woman on all
planes, including the psychic, mental
and spiritual. Itis—or should be—but
a renewing of the ancient bond ; and if
their united life be a pure and worthy
one, for service, not for self; if the
bond be truly understood and sacredly
kept, then it may be that not once, but
many times, will they meet, and come
together again, running through all the
lower forms of experience together
until they pass on into states in which
what we understand by ‘marriage’ is
immeasurably transcended.” YPermis-
sion for the ceremony was accorded by
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the Inner Council, that they *‘should
be united in the bonds of legal matri-
mony under the common Jaw and the
laws of the land, in order that they may
work together in the world as man and
wife, thus preserving harmonious agree-
ment with the social usages and avoid-
ing friction with the customs of the age
in which we now live.” The pledge
taken by the contracting couple ran:
‘“\We pledge ourselves, in renewal of
the promise given years ago, loyally to
continue together in the work of The
Lodge. Since the link and union about
to be recognized by the whole world is
effected for the doubling of our in-
dividual efforts, we pledge ourselves,
before all, henceforth and forever, to
sink all personal ambitions, bending all
our energies to the uplifting of humanity
and abiding together in unity and con-
fidence to the end of time.” The chant-
ting of ancient mantrams during the
ceremony had an impressive and solemn
effect. Mr. and Mrs. Wright will con-
tinue to work at Headquarters in New
York,

NOTES ON THE MAGAZINES.

Theosophy opens with a short article
which will bear very close consideration,
The balance of the number consists of
papers written by personal friends of
Mr. Judge which we hope all impartial
people will have an opportunity of read-
ing.

The Irish  Theosophist has some
beautiful tributesto Mr. Judge. ¢ It was
in that memorable convention in Lon-
don two years ago,” writes ¥, *‘that I
first glimpsed his real greatness. As he
sat there quietly, one among many,
not speaking a word, I was overcome
by a sense of spiritual dilation, of uncon-
querable will about him, and that one
figure with the gmy head became all the
room to me. Shall I not say the truth
I think? Here was a hero out of the
remote, antique, giant ages, come among
us, wearing but on the surface the
vesture of our little day. We, too, came
out of that past, but in forgetfulness;
he with memory and power soon regain-

ed.” The poetical translation trom “The
Book of the Eagle,” St. John i: 1-33, is
ong of the exquisite renderings we have
learned to look for from Dublin. Itis
accompanied by a mystical picture,
“ The Wings of a Dove.”

In Zucifer Mr. Mead’s ¢ Orpheus ” is
concluded with a chapter on Reincar-
nation. Plato says that the body (soma)
is the sepuichre (sema) of the soul.
The Phrygians in their Mysteries call-
ed the soul imprisoned in the body, the
“dead.” A writer quoted by Hippoly-
tus says this is what is written, ¢ ye are
whited sepulchres, filled within with the
bones of the dead (Matthew xxiii : 27)
—for the ‘living man’ is not in you.
And again : The ‘dead’ shall leap forth
from the tombs (Matthew xxvii: 52,
53; Xxi: 5; Lukevii: 22.) Thatisto
say, from their earthly bodies regenerat-
ed spiritual men, not fleshly.” «A
House of Dreams” is very dainty. The
other articles are very clever an({ full of
‘“‘language.”

/515 for April has not been received.
The Englisit Theosophist considers the
proposed changes in the Adyar consti-
tution. Any one convicted of felony,
ipse facto will cease to be a member of
the Society. The unconvicted may
remain until the law decides their qual-
fications as F.T.S. The May num-
ber has an excellent a-ticle on Mr. Judge
and the usual notes tnd comments.

The Theosophic Gleaner is as usual a
bright garner from current writings.
THE Lamp is credited with two items, a
compliment we duly appreciate. The
Bombay T. S. has resolved aprgpos Mr.
Judge’s death, ¢ on this occasion to
rivet our eyes, now that he has passed
away from us, only on those bright
features of his life and work by which
the Society has benefited.” We can
omit the other refiections.

The Metaphysical Magazine is quite
theosophical in its May number. ghas.
Johnston has the first of three articles
on “Karma ;” Dr. Hartmann continues
his ¢ Correlation of Spiritual Forces,”
Prof. Bjerregaard writes on “Adonis,
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Pheenix and Being,” and Margarette
Dwight Ward on ‘¢ The Symbolism of
Twelve.”

We have also received New England
Notes with portrait of Mr. Judge, Orien-
tal Department Paper with a selection
from the Chhandogya Upanishad of
great occult value, Z%e Bibelot, Book
Notes, The Islamic World, Theosophy
in Australia, Notes and Queries, which
has a collection of thirty definitions of
theosophy *‘prepared by a Paramahamsa
of the Himalayas;” the ninth one
declares “ ‘Theosophy is that branch of
Masonry which shows the universein an
egg ;'  Theosophic  Thinker, which
believes Theosophic to indicate to the
pubilic too sectarian a position and will
in future drop it from the title; the
issue for the 28th March has a good
article on ¢ Krishna ;° Z%e Gritic, Do-
minton Review, Secular Thought,
Farmers' Sun, Teosofisk Tidskrift, Assi-
nibotan, Meaford Mirror, Maha Bodkhi
Journal, The Editor, Boston Ildeas,
Zootlights, 9 May issue of which hasa
very strong piece of writing aprepos to
capital punishment and a most dramatic
and pathetic little sketch by J. H.
Hilliard, Valley Record, etc , etc.

CHRISTIANITY BEFORE CHRLST.

There are many more vital points of
contact between the New Trustament
and the Talmud than divines seem yet
fully to realize; for such terms as Re
demption, Baptism, Grace, Taith, Salva-
tion, Regeneration, Son of man, Son of
God, and Kingdom of Heaven were not,
as we are apt to think, invented by
Christianity, but were household words
of Talmudic Judaism.. ... The funda-
mental mysteries of the new faith are
matters totally apart, but the ethics in
both are in their broad outlines identical.
The grand dictum, * Do unto others as
thou wouldst be done by,” is quoted by
Hillel, the president, af whose dealh
Jesus was ten years of age, not as any-
thing new, butas an old and well-known
dictum ‘‘that compriseth the whole
law.”-~Em. Deutch, Quarterly Rev.,
Oct., 1876.
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INSPIRATION.

He builds not anxiously by rule and line
Who, as bo toils at the august design,;
Hears xcn his heart the summons from the
olght,
Sees in his soul the truth of beauty shine.
Chas. G. D. Rober(s.

PRAYER means the intense direction
of the will and desire towards the
Highest, and an unchanging intent to
know nothing but the Highest.— Per-
Ject Way, 114, 49.

“THE WORLD KNOWETH
US NOT.”

This is a series of extracts
helpful to students from the
letters of W. Q. Jupce, which
series has appeared in Z/e
Irish Theosophist. 1 am about
to print it in book form for the
use of students, and would
earnestly beg my fellow Theo-
sophists, in all parts of the
world, to send me any such ex-
tracts from letters of Mr. Junce
in their possession, so that all
our comrades may share equally
in them. The book will be
printed at my personal expense,
and the proceeds devoted to
the Theosophical cause.

Juria W. L. KemcurLey,
62 Queen Anne St..
London, W., Englana.
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TO CONTRIBUTORS.

Tne LAxp is dosirous to encourage the presen-
tation of theosophic ideas in an attractive sud
Jucid_munuer. Atteact ve, for theosoply is nog
the dull and heavy atffair romo imagine. Aud
Iucid, for to make it iaterestivg it must bo
remembered that most peopls know but littie of
theosophy, and know that little quito_wrongly.
Nothing imust be talien for granted in the reador
but comnion-sense, and evon this postulate must
not be strained. Technical aud foroign terms
are to be avoided. Novel presentations of familiay
idoas attract renewed attention. Clenrness niust
not be confounded with prolivity.

Short, pithy and original paragraphs, little
assays, sketehos, storics, etc., are welcome. New
phases orapplications of well-known laws should
bo recorded. Centributions on these lines not
exceoding 300 words will bo considered. Con-
tributions over 700 words in length are too long
for THe Ladxpr., Suct matter should go to the
larger magazines. Pcetry, in the form of good
verse, displaying an appreciation of the laws of
metre, accent, rhythuin and rhyme will receive
attontion. And the gift of humour was uot
meant to be suppressed.

All contributions must be on theosophical
lines. Theosophy and occuitism are uot synony-
mous with hypnotism, clairvoyaunce, juggling,
transmigration, spiritualistic phenomena,montat
healing, aud so forth, as many people seem to
think. These things are relatively unimportant
at presont in comparison with the Brotherhood
of Mau, the fundamental unity of all religions,
the scientific basis of 1norality, the perfectibility
of the bhuman race, the divinity of inan’s
spiritual nature, the unchangeableness and uni-
versality of law, the importance of a knowledge
of the laws of compensation and equilibrium, of
action and reaction, cause and effect, sowing and
reaping, and of cyclic manifestation, or periodi-
city, under which the soul of man advances
through repeate i births and deaths towards per-
fection, the Onenoss of all Life, and the latent
existouce in man of all the powers and faculties
oporating in the universe, whether physical,
psychic or spiritual; tho reality, in fact, of the
‘Unseen. These questions, dealt with scientifi-
cally, philosophically, rollgtously. in the light of
ancient Scriptures and modorn lotters, afford the
widest scope for literary effort.

Do not send anything you have just dashead off.
Lot it batch for twenty-one days.

Do not write for tho sake of writing, but becauso
you have something govd to record about theoso-
phy which you nover saw anywhore else so
eell put.

Contributors who want their MSS. roturned
must onclo: o postage. The Jetter rate in Canada
i3 3 cents per ounce.

Our terms of paymont, though not munificent,
aro above the average. Brevity is a merit in
verso; in view of this it will be paid for at
double rates.

Address contributions (without explanations)
to the En1TOR,

THE LAMP.
157 Bay ST.,

ToroxTO, ONT.

THE LAMP.

THE BEAVER BRANCH.
The Forum, Youge and Qerrard Sts.
“ENTRANCE ON GERRARD STREET.

The Beaver Branch of the T. S. in
America will hold the following meetings
during

THE TMONTH TO COfE.

Wednesday, May 20, 8 p.m., “Gates
of Gold,” chap. iii, secs. 2-3.

Friday, May 22, 8 p.m., *“Some Ques-
tions Answered.” Mr. Armstrong.
Sunday, May 24, 11 a.m., “ The Secret

S Dé)ctrilrvfe,” -

unday, May 24, 7 p.m., “Theosoph
and){he Churchesl.)” Mr. Smythe? Y

Sundl?y, May 24, 8 p.m., II. Epistle of
ohn.

Wednesday, May 27, 8 p.m., “ Through
the Gates,” chap. iv, secs. 1 and 2.
Friday, May 29, 8 p.m., “ Renuncia-

tion.” Mr, Beckett.
Sunday, Ma’y 31, IT a.m., “‘The Secret
S Dgctrin;f. ? ™
unday, May 31, 7 p.m., “ Theosoph
in Ancient)i‘l%gypt.” Mr. Smythe.p Y
Su;dgzy, May 31, 8 p.m., IIL. Epistle of
ohn.
Wednesday, June 3, 8 p.m., “Gates of
Gold,” chap. iv, secs. 3and 4.
Friday, June 5, 8 p.m., ““The ¢ Faith’
of the Theosophist.” Mr. Port.
Sunday, June 7, 11 a.m., ‘“ The Secret
S Dgctrix}e.” -
unday, June 7, 7 p.m., * Theosoph,
and Free MasorZry.” Mr. Smythg. y
Sunday, June 7, 8 p.m., Philippians i:
I-11.
Wednesday, June 10, 8 p.m., “Gates of
Gold,” chap. v, secs. 1 and 2.
Friday, June 12, 8 p.m., ¢‘Theosophy
and Christianity.” Mr. Jones.
Sunday, June 14, 1r am., ‘“The
Secret Doctrine.”
Sunday, June 14, 7 p.m., ¢ William Q.
Judge, the Theosophist.” Mr. Smythe.
Sunday, June 14, 8 p.m., Philippians i:
12-30.
Wedr?esday, June 17, 8 p.m., “ Gates of
Gold,” chap. v, sec. 3.
Friday, June 19, 8 p.m., ¢ Why Thec-
sophy is Accepted.” Mrs.Brown.

YOU ARE CORDIALLY IN-
VITEDTO ATTEND ON FRIDAYS
AND SUNDAYS.
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Books for Sale by The Lamp.

The Music of Speech

With charts and diagrams, by FRANSIS JOSER
BrouxN, President of the Delsarte Coilege of
Oratory, Toronto. Large quarto volume, $1.

This valuable work will enable any one to ac-
quire, by the methods of cultivation described, a
deop, rich and melodious voice.

Bir Henry Irving speaks of it as *“a very in-
teresting work.”

Dr. Franklin Sargent, President of the Ameri-
can Academy of Dramatic Arts, says it is “scion-
tific and clear in exposition.”

Prof. J. T. McAvoy, Indiavapolis School of
Oratory, declares it ‘‘worthy of most critical
study.”

Prof. J. W. Churchill says: “It will procure
most excellent results in perfecting the instru-
ment of expression.”

Iesat Nassar.

The story of the Life of JEsUS THE NAZARENE
from Christian, Jewish and other Records,
Legends, etc. By the Mamveovs. Large 12 mo.
cloth, 713 pages. Price $2.

This book is the result of over fitty years re-
searches by the Mamreov family, begun by the
father of the authoxs in 1849 under & firman or
charter granted by the Sultan of Turkey. It has
met with a miost enthusiastic reception wherever
it has been read, and no book since “Bea Hur"
has so vividly depicted the life of Palestine end
the East.

Poems Grave and Gay.

Lyrics, Sonnets, The 2Xeanut Ballaas, eotc.
Cloth, 184 pages, $1.

A book of mere rhymed words, according to
the Elgin Every Saturday, it seemed *finely
artistic,” to the N. Y. Independent ; while for the
poet-critic, Matthow Richey Knight, it has “more
than ordinary poetic talent. There is thought,
gense and imagination in tho book."

Any of the above post free on receipt of price

by
THE LAMP,

157 Bay_Street, Toronto, Ontario.

The Sermon on the Mount.

THE COMING OF THE CHRISTOS, &c.

A now and literal rendering of several import-
ant New T'estament passages, with ecopious notes,
Ly ARETAS. the whole forming & valuable com-

endium of the Spiritual Mysteries as taught by

osus. 32 pages, with cover, Bibolot size, 10
cents. $1 per dozen.

THE LAup, 157 Bey Strect, ToroxtoO,

“1SIS”

HE Theosophical Society in Europe (Eng-
land), has arranged to issue a new mago-
zine devoted to the Occult; price fifteen

cents monthly, THE Liasphasaccopted the Can-
adian agency for this important publication.

¢ 181S”

Will deal with the teachings of the Secret Doc-
trine, as far as possible, in the spirit in which
tboy wero delivered by H. P, Blavatsky, and it
will endeavour to render thcosophy a iiving
reality to the student.

THE LadMp will book subscribers at $159 per
year,and for this amount will include one year's
subscription to THE Laxp.  Sample copies will be
sent on receipt of 15 cents in stamps.

Address,

THE LAMP,
157 Bay Street, TORONTO, ONT,

A NEW DEPARTURE

I¥ PERIODNCAL LITERATURE 18

THE NEW BOHEMIAN.

SPARKLING ! SURPRISING !

THE P1oNEER 0F UNCONVENTIONALITY
IN ART AND Lig1TERS.

$1.00 A YEAR =~ - 10 CENTS A COPY,
THE BOHEMIAN PUB. CO.,
34 PIKE BUILDIRG, =~  CINCINNATI, OHIO.

Footlights.

A weekly paper for the theatre-goer.
Has two virtues now-cleanliness and
truthfulness. 2More virtues in the future.

Postal brings a sample copy.

Footlights, 42 2

Tenth and Chestnut Streets,
PHILADELPHIA.
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THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. LIST O_F BO OKS

The Theosophical Society is not a .
secret or political organization. It was Recommended to Students of Theosophy.
founded in New York in 1875. Its
main object is the formation of a
nucleus of Universal Brotherhood, with- INTRODUCTORY.
out any distinctions whatever. Ttssub- o - the Orient. W.0. Judge .. So so
sidiary objects are the study of ancient  Modern ‘Iheosopny. Claude ¥, %“‘ﬁ”" paer 30
and modern religions, phﬂosophies’ and WhatisTheosophy? Walter R. Old, toards. .35

. t ‘TheSeven Principlesof Man. Annie Besant .
sciences, and the demonstration of the  Reincarnation, Annic teaant £

h 35
importance of that study ; and the Death-and After. Annie Besan .35
investigation of the unexplained laws A COURSE FOR STUDY.
of nature and the psychical powers ocean of Theosophy. W. Q. Judge, paper.. .so
latent in man. gccutlt }Korld. 1}? P.giripeélt.pupc?. cevreesinee L 50
. (N3 ey to €080 . o L. avat: PURTITSTINES
The only essential requisite to become  1531ic Budahin. ‘A, B omacs sapir™ 1%
a member of the society is ‘¢ To believe Mazilcﬁt\}'hlte and Black. Dr. F. Hartmann,
. . . o a, Se seeteseesienetteattataicney vonre . .
in Universal Brotherhood as a Pri inciple,  Nath re’s Finer Forces. Rama Prasad. 1 ';'oo

ctice it consis- Reincarnation. Dr. J. A. Anderson, paper. .
?gnc:l;o”endcavour to pra e Esolteric Basis of Ch]]'istianity. w. inpgs- 5
g . . And s e sz sscninn 1,25
Every member has the right to believe édyltl of (lgeh}VllltenlfottlS~ AL C., pager...... .50
or disbelieve in any religious system or  §tfidies ia Ocoultiom. H B. B s, p1ber 50
philosophy, and declare 'such belief or FOR MORE ADVANCED STUDENTS.
disbelief without affecting his standing Fivey T 1y, Selected Artic]
N H ive Yearsof Theosophy. Sele ticles
asa member of the Socxety , each bemg Isis Unveiled. H. P.]Bl):'wntsk‘;r.ea vol;sm iy 3;2
required to show that tolerance for the  The Secret Doctrine. . B. Blavar .
opmons of others which he expects
from them.

3, VOIS, oo i e e 12,50
The Theosophical Glossary. H.P.Blavatsky 3 30

Attendance at the foliowing meetings FOR CONTEMPLATIVE AND DE-
of the BEAVER Theosophical Society VOTIONAL STUDY.

at The Forum, corner of Yonge and Light of Asia. Sir Ed\v(i:n Arnold

ic 3 Light on the Path. M
Gerrard, (entrance by Gerrard) is in-  gERton the Path, M- C...

L (Ju ).

vited : Letters that have Helped Me. ~ Jasper
* Niemand. . vy seveevenss coeee o, .50
Through the Gates of Gold. M. C.... .50

SUNDAY, 11 a.m. 0 1215 pn, * Secret Doctrine”  Voice of the Silence. ‘I'rans., by H. P.
ass. Blavatsky...... . . seeseneesiieny e e .75
SuspAY, 7 p.m., Public Meeting, at which Theo-  Yoga Aphorisms. Patanjali. I'rans. Judge. .75
gophical Addresses and Readings are given I
bypmembors. and questious answered. THEOSOPHICAL MAGAZINES.
SUNDAY, 8 p.m1., Class for tho study of the Sacred

) . o . ar .
Books of the various Religions. lhc{:iit‘)‘phy (The Path.) ?‘(e'ul.).v Subserip-

2.00
RIDAY 8 p m. to W0p.m,, Public Meeting for the  Isis......ceceveres veve venee .. .50
¥ iuromlml discus:l;ion of the World's Roligions,  ‘I'he Irish ‘Theosophis . 1.00
Philosophies and Sciences. This Meetingis  Pacific Theosoplist . s 1.00
specially iuteuded for those who are uumac-  English ‘I'heosophist e e 40
quainted with Theosophical ideas. Lamp . .25

* PAMPHLETS.
ot] 1 Wilkesbarre Letters on Theosophy............ .10
. A mC(_t; n(f?' for member§ of the Socnety Indianapolis Letters on Theosophy.. . 10
is held Wednesday evenings. Persons gelvachxm 5 Czhe Hc{wczn World ... .10
ri joi 1 ulture of Concentration... .. .10
desiring to join the Society should Fheosopiy Simpts bat " f

Things Common to Chri

apply to one of the officers or members.
'I}ile entrance fee, including subscription
for the first year, is $1.c0. Annual
subscription, $1.00.

Books may be had from the Society’s THE LAMP, 157 BAY STREET, TORONTO, ONT.

For Sale by

library on application to the hbrarian. or
The programme for the ensuing THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING CO.,
month will be found on another page. 144 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK.

~




