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ABOUT the middle of the year 1701, a charter was ob-
lained from his Majesty King William 3d, by which many
of the then subscribing members of the Society for promot-
Wg Christian Knowledge, with several other persous of
Istinction in Church and State, were incorporated by the
ame of the Society for the propagation of the Gospel in
oreign parts. This Incorporation being limited in its
OPeration to one particular object, did not interfere with
€ important designs of the original institution. But being -
Sstablished as well for the purpose of converting and in-
atPucting the Heathen, as for the maintenance and advance-
Went of pure Christianity among the British settled abroad,
% has been from its first organization, and still continues to
b by far the most eflicient Protestant Missionary Society
the world. Its views have hitherto been prineipally di-
ted to the continent and islands in North America; for,

2 the period of its original establishment, and for a long
lime afterwards, those Colonies were much more consider-
Rble, both in extent and importance, than they are at pre-
:en;. They contained, besides emigrants from Europe, a
ltery large population of unenli%hten.ed savages, to whom
Was desirable to impart the glad tidings of the Gospel;

h

and the gettlers themselves had little less need of religious
UStruction, for they were in danger of sinking into. the

- %8 and ignorance of Heathenism, ‘

Vo L 25




324 On Missions.

To the successful labours of this Socicty, the conversioB
of the Indian T'ribes that profess Christianity, and the pum-
ber of Episcopal Churches still subsisting in the United
States, must, in a great measure, be attributed. The Cler-
gymen and School-masters or Catechists employed are up-
wards of one hundred, the greater part of which, reside
in the British Colonies of North America. In a very mo-
dest appeal lately made to the public by this Society, it 18
said that the revenues at the present moment are almost
wholly expended in contributing to the erection of Churches
and Schools, and providing a regular supply of Ministers;
Catechists, and School-masters, with competent stipendSs
who are subjected to the coutroul and authority of their
respective Bishops: nor is it too much to assert, that with-
out such assistance from the Society, many large and po-
pulous Districts of these extensive countries, would be
~deprived of the light of religion, or at least of the benefit8
of a ministry, in the administration of the sacraments an
regular public worship. «The extension of the British
dominions in the East, has since opened to Christian zeal
a new scene of exertion, to which the attention of the
country has been for some time anxiously turned. A va-
riety of circumstances, however, “continued to suggest t0
the Society, the necessity of caution, and the expediency
of waiting for some favourable conjunction, which might
enable them to concert their resources with effect, and bé”
gin their operations with reasonable assurance of succes®
The time they trust is arrived. 1

« The appointment of a Bishop at Culcutta has suppli€
an adviser of no less discretion than zesl, to direct the 507,
ciety’s proceedings at the outset, to point out safe and U¥;
exceptionable modes of acting, to suggest proper rules at
directions. and, finally, to asstst by his authority in the co%
troul and regulation of their Missions. Their first measuf®
has accordingly been to offer their co-operation to the ;
shop in the execution of such plans, as, in concurrence wit ;
the governing authorities in India, his Lordship may be 1
clined to recommend; and to place at his disposal a_s"
of money, in order to enable him to avail hjmself of ‘,‘""
* opportunities of furthering the objects of the Society, Wit
out the loss of time which must necessarily be incurred
previous communication with Europe. Some time, it 18 9 ¢
vious, will elapse before an answer can be received to t

e . ; 1o, tO
application. It may be sufficient, in the mean while t
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observe, that the island of Ceylon’in particular, which has
lately been placed under the Bishop’s jurisdiction, would
aloue supply ample employment for the inmediate exertions
of the Society.

« In this island one-third of the population is said to be no-
minally Christian, though their faith is imperfect, and de-
based by gross superstitions; and the Pagan inhabitants
are happily exempt from those artificial prejudices which
still continue to retard the progress of Christianity in Hin-
dostan.

“ For the means of accomplishing these important designs,
the Society must have recourse to the liberality of such
pious and well disposed persons as are zealous for the pro-
pagation of the Christian Faith in its purest form. To di-
vert its present revenues from the purposes to which they
have been so long and so usefully appropriated, and are in
a manner pledged, would be not only inexpedient, but un-
Justifiable. But with such objects in view, an appeal is
made without hesitation to the public, in the fullest assur-
ance that the spirit of piety, which in the beginning creat-
ed, and has hitherto sustained the Society, will be exerted
with equal eflect in promoting the enlargement and exten-
sion of its plans.”

Notwithstanding the great and persevering exertions of
these two Societies, which have not only sent, for more
than a century, the Bible to instruct the ignorant, but
teachers also, to publish its sacred contents, the Church of

ngland has been accused of coldness and indifference to

issionary exertions. And, with an affected friendship,
her enemies have pretended to lament that such a stigma
could with justice be affixed to her, which sullies that re-
utation which she has acquired in the Christian world.—
At is an extraordinary fact, that while the journals of all
denominations blazon forth ether religious Societies, and
Live long details of their meetings and exertious, they are
-Btudiously silent respecting the anniversaries of the SZ)cie-
bies for promoting Christian knowledge and propagating
the Gospel.  Thousands of well-meaning persons, ignorant
of their existence, join in accusing the Church of England
of criminal apathy 1n regard to propagating the Faith; and
While they are forced to allow. that in all other Charities
she mightily ahounds, yet, in this department, they believe
that she has been unaccountably deficient. How different
. Would their opinions and sentiments be were they informed
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that, for a hundred and twenty years, the voice of this
Church has been heard exhorting her members to Mis-
sionary labours, a voice that spoke not in vain, but glaced
her foremost in the ranks of the Evangelical host; that for
more than eighty years before the establishment of any
other Missionary Society, she has, by means of these Asso-
ciations extended her labours to the East and to the West.
Freely she had received, and freely has she given. It must
be acl);nowledged, that a great and visible impulse has
been given to the Christiap public, within these few years;
even at a time when blood and carnage. treachery and
pride seemed to possess universal dominion. Amidst de-
solation and dismay, the sun of righteousness arose, with
healing on his wings, and a greater solicitude than usual
began to be felt by Christians, to dispense the same bless-
ings to the benighted Heathen. As we are refreshed, said
they, at the fountains of living water, and have bread
enough, and to spare, ought we not to feel compassion for
those who are perishing for hunger? The Church of Eng-
land instead of standing aloof, partook largely of this Di-
vine impulse, and increases her efforts every day to dif-

fuse the light of the holy Scriptures, and the knowledge of

“salvation, to the remotest parts of the earth, to the darkest
regions of the habitable world. And it is with reason that
a Church renowned for the purity of her doctrine and the
charity of her labours, should take the lead in every goo
work, and be the first to engage in the best of all workss
the spreading the light of the Gospel. In the East and 10
the West, the Missionary labours of the Church of Englan
are directed by two Prelates of distinguished ability, who
proceed regularly in the work, and endeavour to maintai®
the primitive discipline of the Christian Church, in all it8

urity. Like a company of well disciplined troops, the

‘Missiaparies preceed under their direction, with caution an
prayer, to the establishment of pure doctrine and primiti’®
.d‘lscxpline, which are alike necessary to the rapid propaga'
tion and permanent ascendancy of the Christian Faith*
Anong them there is no variety of opinions; they leav®
contradictions of doctrine to those various teachers W2%
come from different Societies, and whose (‘;hangeableﬂ‘"sg
and inconsistencies became great obstacles to the pl‘OPag?‘i
tion of Christianity. In members of the Church of Englar
there is unity of action, and that consistency of substanc®
in their labours which is essential to the present SUPPOP




%

1

On Missions. Gyl

and farther extension of the Gospel. They resort to the
mild patriarchical and primitive discipline, of which the
Apostles were the first founders, and their Churches the
brightest examples, being well convinced that in the same
manner as the Gospel was propagaied in the first days of
its glory, must it be propagated now. Church govern-
ment, Church order, and Church discipline are among the
constant objects of the Apostles’ exhortations, and were
the objects of their continual practice. By following a
uniform system of doctrine and discipline, there are no dis-
cordances or varieties of Faith, and the conduct of the Mis-
sionaries, placed under immediate inspection, is check-
ed if wild and extravagant, so that no aversions may, by
their misconduct, be raised against Christianity. It is easy
to foresee how much more efficacious half the number of
Missionaries, under such regular order and discipline, will
prove in disseminating the light of the Gospel, than those
who are under no controul, and are too frequently deficient
in knowledge and understanding. Let not then the friends
of the English Church be any longer deluded by those who
Wantonly accuse her of being lukewarm in the cause of
issions, since she has done infinitely more than all the
other denominations put together. We have a fruitful scion
of this Apostolic Church extending over all North America,
rapidly increasing, not only in numbers, but in that which is
ar more desirable, inward piety and zeal for God; and we
ave reason to entertain the most sangunine hope, that under
the blessings of Providence, the same Church shall spread
er branches through the vast regions of the East, and the
Blories of the Redeemer’s kingdom shall in a short time su-

Persede the superstitions of Brahmah.
It is, therefore, a subject of praise and thanksgiving, that.
the Church of England rises in her strength, arrayed in her
eautiful garments, and leads the way to the conversion of
e Heathen; and though the various religious publications

inder the inspection of other Missionary Societies, profess-

Ing to acquaint the public with the progress of Christianity,
Preserve the most guarded silence upon the operations of
Our great Missionary Prelates in the East and West, yet,
€y cannot always be concealed, and will reflect new
Credit on that happy establishment which has been long
€ admiration of the whole earth, :
The next Society in point of interest and importance; is
that of the Moravian, which states in its last report the
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number of its Missions to be about thirty, and persons em-
ployed 155. The perseverance, hamility, cheerfulness
and hope, which characterise the singular labours of thi8
remarkable people, are truly astonishing, and offer a lesson
which other institutions for converting the Heathen may
find it profitable to learn. Errors may indeed be pointe
out in their doctrine, and perhaps superstition in some ©
their proceedings, but where shall we find equal self-denial
patience, even contentment, resting in full confidence o"
God, accompanied with a sweetness and affectionate con-
cern for the salvation of the Heathen, in those who profesﬁ
a purer creed? They have caught the true spirit of the
Gospel, and they. work continually by love. The sect 0
the Moravians, formerly called Hernhutters, was first
formed into a religious community by Count Zen-zendorbs
early in the 18th century, and afterwards grew so numerous
as to be found in all the countries of Europe. They like
wise style themselves Unitas Fratrum, or united Brethrem
At firsi, they laboured under great difficulties, from the
supposed licentiousness of their tenets, and the correspond”
ing dissoluteness of their lives, but they are now bette’
known and these calumnies begin to be forgotten Th‘”}
have devoted much of their attention to the conversion ¢
the Heathen, for they were grieved to hear of so many
millions of their brethren sitting in darkness and groaning
beneath the yoke of sin, and the tyranny of Satan. AD
believing the glorious promises in the word of God, th?
the Heathen should become the reward of the saffering®
and death of Jesus, they considered his commandment,
“go unto all the world and preach the Gospel to every
creature,” as given to all his followers, and were filled wil
confident hopes, that if they also went forth in abedienc?
to his word, their labour would not be in vain in the LoF t
Accordingly they have established Missians in the Wes
Indies, in North America, in Greenland, in Africa, a"d, in
the Russian part of Asia. They had several flourishi?8
Missions in North America, before the revolutionary “'l:
but they were chiefly destroyed, and the inhabitants [’art;
murdered, and partly dispersed. On the coast of Afric3:
Mission was established in 1736, by George Schim t |
man of zeal and courage, which afler a long intermisﬁl@fii's,
again flourishing under the direction of five married
stonaries. Most of their Missions are in a flourishing
dition, and especially that on the coast of Labrador

con”

The
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Bsquimaux begin to read a part of the New Testament,
translated into their language, and to give evidence that the
Preaching of the Missionaries has not been in vain.

All Missionarics keep up a constant correspondence with
the Secretary of the Moravian Missions in London, and
also transmit copies of their diaries and journals. From
these extracts are made, and manuscript copies sent and
ead in all the Congregations and Missions. By this, a
Spirit of brotherly love and sympathy, and a warm interest
In the concerns of every Mission, is preserved throughout
the whole Church, and constant prayers and supplications
are offered up unto the Lord for the prosperity of his king-
dom and the spreading of the Gospel.

The internal regulations of the Mission Settlements are
the same in every country. The Gospel is preached
to all the Heathen to whom the Missionaries can gain ac-
Cess, and every soul invited to be reconciled to God,
through the atonement made by Jesus Christ. Besides the
Public testimony of the Gospel, the Missionaries are dili-

‘gently employed in visiting and conversing with the Hea-

then in their dwellings. If any are awakened to a sense of
their undone state by nature, and of their want of a Saviour,
and come to the Missionaries for further instruction, giving
n their names, they are called New People, and special
Attention is paid to them. If they continue in their earnest

esire to be saved from the power of sin, and to be ad-
Mitted into the Christian Church by holy baptism, they
are considered as candidates for baptism; and after pre-
Vlous instruction and a convenient time of probation, bap-
Used. If they then prove, by their walk and conversation,
that they have not received the grace of God in vain, and

esire to be admitted to the holy Communion, they are first
Permitted to be once presént as spectators, and then con-
Sidered as candidates for the Communion, and after some
lime become communicants.

Each of their divisions have separate meetings, in which
ﬂley are exhorted to make their calling and election sure,
ad jnstructed in all things respecting a godly life and

'alk.  Separate meetings are likewise held with other di-
Visions of the Congregation, with the children, the single
€D, the single women, the married people, the widowers
0d widows, in which the admonitions and precepts given
II‘III the holy Seriptures for each state of life, are inculcated.

ach of the baptised and communicants come at stated
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seasons to converse privately with the Missionaries, the
men with the Missionary himself, and the women with his
wife, by which they gain a more perfect knowledge of their
Congregation than could otherwise be obtained, and an
ogpprtunity is given to the individuals to receive special
advice.

As the brethren lay a great stress upon knowing the state
of every individual belonging to their Congregations, ¥~
would be impossible for the Missionaries to do their duty in
any way satisfactory to themselves, unless in large Mis-
sionary Settlements assistants were found among the con-
verts, whose exemplary walk and good understanding have
made them respected.

These are chosen from among both sexes, and have par-
ticular districts assigned to them, in which they visit the
people from house to house, attend to the sick and iufirm
&c. watch over order, and endeavour to remove dissentions
and promote harmony among the flock. Other persons 0
good character and exemplary conversation, are used 85
servants in the Chapels, and meet also in conference t0
settle every thing belonging to outward order in the meet~
ings of the Congregation. At stated times, a council is hel
with a number of the most respectable inhabitants, chose?
by the Congregations, in which all things relating to the
outward welfare of the Settlement come under considerd”
tion. .

The Missions are.supported by voluntary contribution®
of the members of the brethren’s Congregations in Europ®
and of the several friends who have become acquainf»ed
with them. The expence of these Missions has increas€
from £2500 to £5000. The number of Missionaries is 19"
and of the widows and children and old resting Missio?
aries, 80. When the expences attending journies and v0J*
ages, building and repairs of Chapels and Mission-hous€®
unforeseen accidents, &c. are taken into consideration, th
sums will be admitted to be comparatively small, thous
large when compared with the numbers and abilities o
contributors. )

As to the manner of preaching the Gospel to the Hei?c
then, the brethren have by long experience found that * ¢
word of the cross is the power of God unto salvation, “"l
all them that believe.” They, therefore, immedlat‘?ti
preach Christ crucified, sowing the word in tears ‘}’t of
patience and courage, knowing that they shall hered
reap with jov.
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There is no part of the doctrine of onr Saviour and his
Postles, which the Missionaries do not endeavour gradu-
ally to inculeate into the minds and hearts of théir people,
oth before and after baptism, and through the mercy and
Fower of God, the most blessed effects have attended their
abours and been made conspictious in the lives and con-

Yersation of most of their converts.

For the Christian Recorder.

“ When thow art confirmed, strengthen thy brethren.”—St. Luke ¢ 22, v 32,

Sin,

He who addresses you is a layman—not accustomed
to authorship—to speak and to write for the benefit of
Others, devoted like yourself, (for you perceive Mr. Recor-
tr, you are not unknown.) to the ministry of the Gospel.
Early education, followed by a long habit of embodying
thought in phrase and sentence, and arranging these in
that Tucid order which conducts the attention smoothly for-
P’al‘d to the end of a well combined discourse, has most
'Xely rendered the process so easy to you, that vou will
Ot readily understand the difficulty T am under in offering
i‘"llsome trifling aid to the excellent work you have in
and, -
It is true, indecd, my education was of that sort which is
%alled fiberal. I wrote themes in the learned languages,
33 tolerably conversant with Pagan authors of antiquity,
% but little with those Sacred Writings., which ought to
© the guide of our lives. Yet, alas, Sir, had you seen the
OTrespondence that occasionally took place between me
n my quondam fellow-students, all with Cicero, Horace,
'rgil, Homer, Sophocles, Xenephon, Euripides, &c. at our
tl;1861' ends, you would have been tempted to remind us,
At our own language possessed its primers, spelling-books,
grammars.
v That I have been occasionally guilty of the unfashionable
‘v?e of study, since those days, and held serious converse
th the pest English authors, I will not deny; but this

&‘s’ rather for the purpose of self-instruction, than with a
oL. I,
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“view to the art of gracefully communicating information to

others. You know, Sir, that the mind in its fits of ardor
after knowledge, will fasten, if I may so express it, on the
heart of a book, without at all heeding the fashion of the
literary structure in which it is enshrined. I have not beel
altogether blind. however, to those beauties of style whi¢
give zest to the writings of Steel, Addison. Swift, and other
of our British Classics. To admire is spoutaneous; to a¢
quire to ourselves the power of imitating the models for
excellence at pleasure, demands, in mcst cases, a long
series of study, not without the assistance of enlightene
and persevering instruction,

We all know with what special embarrassment, eve?
persons fluent upon other topics. will ordinarily enter upo?
the subject of religion; and where there is no such restrainb
how usual it is to hear a style of expression vather injuriot
to the cause it would promote. [t appears to me worthy
of our serious consideration, whether by instructing fhe
youth committed to our care, in a gracelul and familia™
yet decorous manner of writing and conversing upon a su?”
Ject of such vital interest, we might not succeed to over
come that embarrassment, and supplant, at the same, th?
repulsive peculiarity of style, both of which are powerl?
obstacles in the way of obedience to our blessed 1.0rd
command, and that we should «strengthen our brethre®:
Those who are acquainted with the listory of the carl)
Christians. will have observed the bevefits, the conso!?)
tious, which they derived from mufual exhortation, ant
how much it sceins to have fallen i wiihi the ordinary ten?
of their intercourse with each other. he

It is of little comparative importance, whether or not t"“
more classical scholar, or the disciple of philosophy, Sh(:;t
be put in possession of an avenee to the human heart. B]i,
it will not be estecmed by auny believer in onr holy Re®
gion, a thing of small importaeee that a person, for fed
ample, like Henry Kirk White, should have been enab 1
to communicate to the leSs instructed members of a f{‘m‘i
such jndicious and affectionate advice as we meet wit
his familiar correspondence. ders

I shall make it my olject at present to bring your l'ef.’ p
to an acquaintance with the writings of this oxtraor“l"ail);
voung man, the splendid rising of whose genius, a0 vith
brief career, can hardly fail to suggzest a comparisol! ‘thf}
the unhappy Chatterton. The admirers, however, ©

-

n
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boy who could place his fictitious Rowley on an eminence
with the mes: venerable of our bards, would not wish to
Prosecute the cowparison further.

But another circamstance cutirely accidental, has placed
the names of these extraordinary young men by the side of
each other. it is related in the following paragraph with
Which Mir. Southey commences his life of Henry Kirk

Vhite :

“ [t fell to iny lot to publish, with the assistance of my

friend Mr. Cotile, the fust collected edition of the works
of Chatterton, in whose history I felt a more than ordinary
Interast, as being a native of the same city, familiar from
Iny childhood with those great objects of art and nature,
by which he had been so deeply inpressed, and devoted
fromi my childhood with the seme ardour to the same par-
Suits. It is now iy fortune to lay before the world some
account of onc, whose early death is ot less to be lament-
ed as a loss to English hterature, and whose virtues were
as admirable as his genius. In the present instance there
18 nothiug o be recorded, but what is honorable to him-
Self, and to the age in whici he lived; little to be regret-
ted, but that one so ripe for heaven, should so soon have
been removed from the world.”
_In a subsequent part of Mr. Southey’s account of his
llfe, is the following passage, which, as it relates to the
ctters I have alluded to, and may serve as an introduction
of high authority, to such extracts from them as you may
adm:t into your Recorder, I have not thought it out of place
to transcribe.

“Jt is not possible to concelve a human being more ami-
able in all the relations of life. He was the confidential
fiiend and adviser of every member of his family; this he
Wstinctively became; and the thorough good sense of his
vice is not less remarkable than the affection with which
iy always commuusicated.  To his mother, he is as earn-
st in besceching her to be carcful of her health, as he is
W labouring to convinee Ler that his own couiploints were
Q,bating; his letters to her ave always of hopes, of conzola-
lon, and of love; to Neville, he writes with the most bro-
th,P-l'ly intimacy, stiil, however, in that ¢ceasional tone of
vice, which it was his nature to assumne, not from any
rrogance of superiorily, but from earnestness of pure af-
€ction ; to his younger brothicr, he addresses himself like
the tenderest and wisest parent; and to two sisters, then
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too young for any other communication, he writes to direct
sheir studies, to inquire into their progress. and to encou-
¥age and to improve them. Such letiers as these are not
for the public; but they, to whom they were addresseds
will lay them to their hearts like relics, and will find 1B
them a saping virtue, more than even relics possessed.”

TO HIS BROTHER NEVILLE.
: « St. Johns, 11th March, 1806.
-# DEAR NEVILLE, ,

« ] hope you read Mason on Self-knowledge, no¥
and then ; it is a useful book, and it will help you greatly in
framing your spirit to the ways of humility, piety, and peace:
Reading, occasional meditation, and constant prayer, Wl
nfallibly guide you to happiness, as far as we can be happy
here, and will help you on your way to that blessed abodés
where | hope, ardently hope, we shall all meet hereafter
in the assembly of the saints. Go cooly and deliberately
but determinately, to the work of your salvation. Do no-
thing here in a hurry; deliberate upon every thing; take
,your steps cautiously, yet with a simple reliance on the
} mercy of your God and Saviour; and wherever you s€€

your daty lie, lose no time in acting up to it. This is the
only way to arrive at comfort in your Christian career, an
-the coustant observance of this measure, will, with the 2%
*sistance of God, smooth your way with quietness and 1
"pose, even to the brink of eternity, and beyond the glllPh
that bounds it, ‘
~ «I Lad almost dropped the idea of seeing Nottingha®
this next long vacation, as my stay in Cambridge may
“importantly useful; but I think now I shall go down for ™.
health’s, and more particularly for my mother’s sake, who
‘my presence will comfort, and perhaps help. I should be
“glad to moor all my family in the harbour of religious tru®
. and in the calm seas of religious peace. These concer®
. - are apt at tines to escape me; bui they now press muc
& - upon my heart; and, I thivk it is my first duty to see”t
t -y fanuly are safe in the most important of all affairs.

TO HIS MOTHER. o
w St. Johns, Cambridge, April, 1800«

hai i

' # DEaR MothEr, my
“I am quite unhappy to sce you so anxious OP * i
; tful @

accouat, and zlso, that you should think me neglec
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you. Believe me, my dear mother, my thoughts are oftén
with you; never do | lay myself on my bed, before you
" have all passed before me in my prayers; and one of my
first earth)y wishes is to make- you comfortable, and pro-
vide that rest and quiet for your mind which you so much
need, and never fear but I'shall have it in my power some
time or other. ~ My prospects wear a flattering appearance,
Ishall be sure of a fellow-hip somewhere or other, and then
if i geta curacy in Cambridge, I shall have a clear income
of £170 per anuwm, besides my board aud lodgiug, perhaps
more. If 1 do not reside in Cambridge, 1 shall have some
quict parsouage, where you can come and spend the sum-
mer monthis; Maria and Lucy will then be older, and you
will be less missed. On all accounts you have much reason
to indulge happier dreams; my health is considerably bet-
ter; ouly do you take as much care of yours as I'do of
mine, and all will be well. 1eshort, and entreat, and be-
seech you, as you love me and all your children, that you
will take your bitters withc_)ut ceasing ; as you wish me to
Pay regard to your exhortations, attend to this.”- . ‘

TO MR. K. SWANN.

April 6th, 1805.
My Desr Kirg, ’

“Your complaint of the lukewarmness of your
affections towards spiritual things is a very common’ one
‘With Christians. We all feel it; and if it be attended with
an earnest desire to acquit ourselves in this respect, and
to recover our wonted fervour, it is a complaint indicative
of our faithfulness.
“In cases of Christian experience, I submit my own
Opinion to any body’s, and have too serious distrust of it
myself, to oﬂ‘Zr 1t as a rule or maxim of unquestionable au.
thority ; but | have found, and think that the best remedy
8gainst lukewarmness is, an obstinate persisting in prayer,
until our affections be removed, and a regular habit of go-
‘tllllg to religious duties, with a prepared and meek heart,
$Pending so many minutes in seeking it.
“Thus when we pray we must kneel down with the idea
at we are to spend so many minutes in supplications, and
er the usual time has elapsed, go =bout our regular busi.
Ress; we must remind ourselves that we have an object in
Plfayer, and that until that object be attained, that is, until

TN LA

nking more of obtaining communion with God, than of
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we are satisfied that our Father hears us, we are not to
conceive that our duty is performed, although we may be
i the posture of prayer for an hour.”

TO THE MEMORY OF H. K. WHITE.

BY THE REV. W. B. COLLYER, D. D.

O! lost too soon! accept the tear,
A stranger to thy memory pays,
Dear to the Muse, to Science dear!
In the young morning of thy days.

All the wild notes that Pity lov’d,
Awoke responsive still to thee,
While o’er the lyre thy fingers rov’d,
In softest, sweetest harmony.

The chords that in the human heart,
Compassion touches as her own,
Bore in thy symphcuies a part,
With them in perfect unison.

. Amidst accumulated woes,
That premature afflictions bring,
Submission’s sacred hymn arose,
Warbl'd from every mournful string.

- When o’er thy dawn the darkness spread
And deeper every moment grew,
When rudely round thy youthful head
The chilling blasts of sickness blew:

Religion heard no plainings loud,
The sigh in secret stole from thee,
And pity from the dropping cloud
Shed tears of holy sympathy.

P * Cold is that heart, in which were met
L More virtues than could ever die,

The morning star of hope is set,

The sun adorns another sky.

O partial grief! to mourn the day
- So suddenly o’erclouded here,
To rise witl’; unextinguished ray
To shine in a superior sphere.
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Of Genius early quits this sod
Impatient of-a robe of clay, ~'
Spreads the light pinion spurns the clod, - -
And smiles, and soars, and steals away.

But more than Genius urg’d thy flight,
And mark’d the way, dear youth, for thee,
Henry sprang up to worlds of light, *
On wings of immortality ! -

b

BIBLE SOCIETY OF UPPER CANADA.
ijk, 30th November, 1819.

At @ General Meeting of the BIBLE SOCIETY of Upper
' Canada, held here this day, )

HIS EXCELLENCY SIR PEREGRINE MAITLAND,

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF THIS PROVINCE, IN THE CHAIR,
THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS,
Proposed and seconded by different Gentlemen, were unanimously passed ;

Ist.—That the Report be now read.
2d.—That the Report be received and adopted.
3d.—That it appears from the Report that the state of
religious knowledge in this Province is improving.
4th.—That this Society views, with cordial approbation,
the great exertions now making in ditferent parts of the
rovince in building Churches.
. 9th.—That the Society congratulates the Province on the
Wereasing number of Associations for distributing the
Criptures.
6th.—That this Society will ever be ready to eherish
nd assist similar Institutions within the Province.
7th—That this Society highly approves of Sunday
Schools, and recommends their estab ishment in every
ownship or place where children can be collected.
' 8th.—That a donation of 12 Bibles and 12 New Testa-
g.ems be given to the Essex or Western District Auxiliary
ible and Common Prayer Book Society.

~
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9th,-:-That a donation of 12 Bibles and 12 New Testa~

_;ﬁnts be given to the Rev. Richard Pollard, for the use of
' Saciety which he is forming. '
10th.—-That a donation of 12 Bibles and 12 New Testa-
ments be given to the Bellville Bible Society. .
llth.—-’%:lhat the thanks of this Meeting be given to His
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, President of this So-
ciety, for His Excellency’s unremitted and important exer-
tions to promote the interests and extend the usefulness 0
this Insfitution. ~
- 12th.—That the thanks of the Committee be given to the
Committee of Directors.

13thy—That the thanks of the Meeting be given to the

Treasurer and Secretary for their services, and that they
be requested te continue in their respective offices.

REPORT.

The Committee of the Upper Canadp Bible Society, in

‘reporting their proceedings, begin by stating, that the total
number of Bibles and New Testaments issued by the So-
ciety during the last twelve months, amount to 307—194
Bibles, and 113 New Testaments. .
A large proportion of these, have been given to emis
grants when going upon their lands, as may be seen by the
etailed accounts of the distribution. It appeared a sea”
sonable time to confer this treasure of wisdom and Divin€
illumination, upon those who were taking up their abode 1
the wilderness, and who must, from the nature of the Set
tlement, remain for a long time, at a great distance: fro¥!
one another. Their seclusion from all society would 13-
turally lead them to serious reflection, and what could dr
rect this reflection better than the word of God ? .
Many more might have been distributed in tuis mannefs
but it was suggested, that bestowing the Bibles and NeW.
Testaments gratis to all who chose to apply, was to exhau®
the charity, or to make it too burdensome to its c“ntribum[fi
and it was therefore advised, that something should be p?’“d ‘
for each book, however small, as a mark of gratitude aP
sincerity, affording at the same time, a kind of pledge that,
it would lead to a serious perusal. é
In ‘consequence of this suggestion, different prices Wer
demanded for Bibles and New Testaments, from prime €©
dowa to one quarter of a dollar, according to the supP"Sfio
means of the applicant, the Comumnittee still continuing

g.?
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- ﬁive to all who were unable to purchase Bibles and New
“‘I'estaments gratis, as before. It is for the Socigfg"to dg=
termine whether the Committee should persevere in ie-
Manding some such token of sincerity, except from .the
poor, or distribute the Scriptures in donations promisen-
ously to all who request them. Much may be sai‘f in favour
of gratuitous distribution; for, many who are able ‘and
“ will not purchase, would read the Bible if given .to-them,
and might, from the perusal of it, be turned from darkness
to light, and restore fourfold the favour that had been cop-
ferred upon them. But the Committee, on the wheole, lean
to the opinion, that some discrimination should be used, as
More copies of the Scriptures may be distributed in the
Province for many years to come, to persons unable to pur-
1 chase, than their funds will enable them to supply. The
Committee are confirmed in this opinion by the fact that
Many persons who had sufficient means refused to give an
Part of the price, however trifling, and consequently the
demand was for a time greatly diminished.
.. There is another reason which renders it prudent to use
1scrimination in the distribution, namely, that the emi-
grants considered themselves as having aright to receive
ibles from your Society, and affected to think it was_a
- Privilege annexed to their receiving a grant of Land from
the Crown. This opinion, however preposterous, was
‘ More generally entertained than can well be credited, and
"equires some discretionary power in the distribution to
Y™move it. For if the Scriptures be demanded as a right,
those feelings of gratitude, which it is the desire of your
ciety to excite, can have no place, nor is it probable
that there will be much desire to purchase them. Your
Committee are compelled, though with deep concern, to
4 Temark, that great numbers of those persons who have
Btely come into the Province are destitute of Bibles, a cir-
tel“mstance greatly to be lamented; but . it is to be hoped,
"at the exertions of this and similar institutions, now rising
- Pin different parts of tie Province, will, in a short time,
g ove this evil, and be able, at the same time, to supply
, 'u’e"vants of the native or old population. Your Commit-
‘F m¢ have the satisfaction to state, that the Bibles and New
“Staments, which they have distributed, have, in almost
€ry instance, been received with gratitude. Some ex-.

Presseq great thankfulness to the Society, and we have
Vo, au
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gvery reason to believe, that it is read in many familiéi_

where it was formerly in a manner unknown, with muc
attention. - Several examples might be related of deep
acknowledgement; among others, two families, one con
sisting of sixteen, including the parents, and another of fif-
teen, who were filled with joy, and said, that with the:
Bibles. and New Testaments in their hands, they woul
penetrate into the woods without regret, and be able among
themselves to sanctify the Sabbath unto the Lord. Indee
the gift was truly appreciated by most of those who receivec
it, and this eager reception of the Scriptures is one of the
best rewards of your exertions and a powerful motive 0
perseverance. ,

Numbers of families, consisting of eight or ten, had no
religious book of any description, and others had Bibles
many of them so lacerated, or of so small print, that thé
parents could not read them.

The Committee remark, that very liberal donations havé
been made to several new settlements, especially to tha

under the charge of Messrs Carter and Beattie, for which .

they are extremely grateful. The great exertions made by

Mr. Carter to establish a school, and to assemble his peop!®

together every Sunday, appeared to merit particular €
couragement, and your Committee had great pleasure 19
affording it. )
The Scriptures have been supplied to the prisoners W}d’
the most happy efects. One unhappy person who remai®
ed many months under sentence of death, meditated mu®
upon the Scriptures, particularly on the New Testamen
to which his attention was more particularly directed,
there is every reason to believe, that when the Lieutens”
Governor ‘was most graciously pleased to commute his P%
nishment to banishment, that he was a sincere penlte“t’
and would never again infringe the laws of society. Oft
prisoners now in confinement, two deserve particular “0‘;
tice ; one a black man lying under sentence of death, Wb'
had little or no knowledge of religion when he was €0
mitted to prison, is now become serious, and so eagerl m
be able to peruse the Scriptures, that he is learning fro
his fellow prisoners to read, of which he was entirely igno-
rant a few weeks ago. He begins to master lessons O
or three syllables, and in a short time he will be able
accomplish the great object of his wishes. ‘The‘Pers-se
-who takes so much pains in instructing him, has like™

ftwo
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- Bund much consolation from the perusal of the Scriptures;
and seems very penitent, and not likely to renew, on his
enlargement, those depredations on society which brought
im to his ‘present unhappy situation: ik
Many o
Wwinter were supplied with copies of the Scriptures, for
Which they were truly grateful, and some copies were
deposited in the Hospital, and of the troops at present here
Several have applied for Bibles and have been gratified.
Your Committee have much pleasure in announcing the
establishment of many similar institutions throughout the
rovince, and surely if Societies for the advancement of
gcience, agriculture, and commerce have always been cone
sidered among civilized nations, as the most effectaal means
of exalting the condition and welfare of the people, Socie-
ties for spreading among mankind the Christian religion,
Bught to be considered as one of the first and most impor-
tant objects by every reflecting mind, who is desirous of

beholding the happiness of his species placed on its proper

asis. And the motives which press on such minds to
Pursue this labour are useful and interesting. It is not a
Common calamity that we are called upon to relieve, for te
this the common sympathies of our nature may prompt us,
ut we are invited to come to the relief of all moral
Wretchedness ; to apply the remedy which infinite wis~
dom has devised for a sinful world; to be the humble in-
Sruments of imparting life, everlasting joy, unspeakable
- 8nd full of glory, to millions of our living fellow-men, and
to unborn generations. It is no wonder that such motives
Occurring to well disposed persons throughout the Pro-
Vince, should stir up their minds to the formation of So-
Cleties for disseminating the Bible. At Sandwich, Mr. Pol-
Ard, is exerting himsel% to establish a Society at that place,
and another upon the Thames, with the happiest prospects
f syccess, and although, from the situation of the country,
their numbers may be small, and their means narrow, the
ord considers not the largeness of the gift, but the prin-
®iple on which it is given. :

. At Kent and Essex, Bible Societies have been formed,
Mhich have already been of great use in awakening the
ple from the slumber of death, and producing inquiries
te gﬁng that precious book, which they had long ne-
Cted.
The Bible Society at Niagara, the first that was esta-

the soldiers which were quartered here last

e
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blished in this Province, is said to proceed with increasing
interest. At Bellville, a Bible Society, auxiliary to this,
has been establis ‘ed, and a subscription has been opened
and is now collecting for the purpose of transmitting the
same to the Upper Canada Bible Society, to which 1t re-
quests to be received, as a branch, and to receive our
countenance and support. ' o
The Bible Society; of Prince Edward has published &
very excellent report, in which among other interesting
matters, they consider an objection against the formation
of Bible Societies, in this country, namely, that «although
they may be useful in some Foreign parts, where the sole
object is to supply the Heathen with Bibles, yets in a coun-
try like this, where every one has the means of purchasing
a Bible for himself, they are not only unnecessary, but
worse than useless; because they tend to encourage indo-
lence rather than economy, by holding eut to a certain clas®
of people the prospect of being supplied without their oW®
exertions.”
+ For a refutation of this objection, your Committee need
only appeal to facts. Within the circle of their own per
sonal acquaintance, there are several numerous familief
destitute of the word of life, who by the best economy
would find it extremely difficult, if not altogether impra¢
ticable, to procure this precious treasure. There aré
others, the heads of which, want the disposition rather tha?-
the means, but their children are attaiming, one after an?
ther, the years of understanding and accountability. Som®
are perhaps serious; one of the number may be perhap®
pious; and all may be tender, and susceptible of those ff;
Jigious impressions, which are peculiar to carly life. I p
-every serious reflecting mind contemplate such a scene &
this, and inquire whether, in their circumstances, a Blbls
‘would net be a most welcome gift, and whether it woul
not in all probability be preductive of the most salutary
happy effects. : n
* In Erncst-town, there is a Bible Society which has beet
for some time established, and from its being in the hed
of a very populous District, it may be produclive of gre?
benefit. od
In Kingston, the Bible and Prayer Book Society proc®
with renewed energy, and under the most favourable ;
ticipations. The Genanoque Auxiliary Bible Societys eie
blished by the inhabitants of that Village, in a great de§
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through the influence and exertions of Col. Stone, has pub-
lished a very good constitution of 16 articles and a list of
the subscribers. ’ : :
It is evident, from the most cursory view of the Pro-
Vince, in which we see Churches building, and Sunday
Schools establishing, in almost every direction, and com-
Paring it with what it was in point of religious instruction
a few years ago, that.the progress of religious knowledge
and feelings has been very great, and this, under God, may
be attributed, in a great measure, to the various Bible and

Common Prayer Book Societies, which have. been esta- -

blished. They embrace the moral and religious welfare

of the great mass of the people; they cherish a spirit of

‘piety and charity; and, by giving them what they have
long wanted, a pure incentive to action, and a taste for a,
species of reading which is not only innocent but profitable,
they attract them from sensual and degrading pleasures,
promote habits of sobriety and industry, and inspire them
with kind and benevolent affections. R

"T'o use the words of the noble President of the British
and Foreign Bible Society, « The peace, order, and hap-
“Piness of society will ever be in proportion to the influence
of that holy book, which we circulate and recommend on
the hearts and lives of mankind, and this is the basis of all
reform national as well as individual.” «

The Committee acknowledge, with great pleasure, the
receipt of fifty copies of the New Testament from Mr. James
Strachan, on his late visit to this Province, as a testimony
of his Christian regard and of his high veneration for the
‘Principles upon which the Society is founded. _

Your Committee cannot think it necessary to use any
arguments to convince you of the propriety of continuing
Your exertions for the diffusion of Christianity. You know
that the Gospel is the instrument appointed by God for
Testoring the world to purity and peace; that to<impart
this invaluable blessing, the Son of God died; and, that
Joly men in all ages have toiled and suffered to spread it

through the world, and shall we do nothing in aid of this
esioy) P :

- While we are labouring to send Bibles into every cottage,.

ght not something be done to rescue the Massasaguas

'om Heathen darkness? This neglected people form a

“Mbe of the Chippawas, the most numerous aboriginal na-

%0 of North America. Were a translation of the Gospel
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made into their language, it would be understood as far
almost as the pole. In the plains of the North this people
are numerous, and on receiving printed books, a desire to
‘read would soon be excited among old and young. Schools
might be established among them by Missionaries, and a6
they learned to read, the Lord would no doubt open their
understandings, aud they would attain more and more light
in holy things. Whep it is considered that a great part o

the New Testament has been translated into the language
of the Esquimaux, who are now generally learning to read,
and begin to understand the Scriptures, and if that part of
the Scriptures has been translated into the language of the
Mohawks, we have no reason to despair accompl?s%xing our
object, should it be adopted. This is certainly a matter
deserving of serious consideration, for: it neither appears
beyond our means or ability. To pour the light of the
Gospel into the minds of the Chippawas, and its spirit into
their hearts, would indeed be a glorious undertaking, and
by whom can this be better attempted than by their neigh-
bours ?

Having -thus finished the detail of our domestic transac-
tions, we shall, with the Society’s permission, briefly advert
to some of the many interesting facts that are recorded 18
the last or fifteenth report of the British and Foreign Bible
Society. :

In their narrative of facts, the Committee commence a8
usual, with the Continent of Europe, and advert with heart”
feltfsatisfaction to the establishment and definitive organ®*
zation of a Bible Society at Paris, with the authority of G0
vernment, for the Protestant part of the population 12
France, under the Presidency of the Marquis De J oucourt
peer of France, and minister of state. This event to
place on the 30th of last November, and since that per©
its active Committee have been diligently occupied in co™
certing and executing the proper measures for makin
known its object and promoting subscriptions in its behall
not only in the capital, but likewise throughout the depart'
ments.

The example of Paris has been followed by Bourdeat®
Montaubin, and Nismes, where provincial Committees 87
engaged in forming Auxiliary Societies, and a similar €€
ing has been manifested in other great Protestant station®
In the United Netherlands, Bible \éocieties have multiph€®>
and at the anniversary celebrated in Amsterdam, com
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of deputies fov each, the report presented on that occasion
a very encouraging picture of the state of the General As-
sociation, and of its beneficial influence on the character
and habits of the people. R

In Switzerland, the Bible Societies have, in the course of
the past year, acquired a fresh stimulus, and their opera-
tions, already augmented, hold forths the promise of still
greater extension and efficiency. :

The Bible Societies of Germany and Prussia, are now
become exceedingly numerous, and their operatious are
performed on a scale of great magnitude and activity., «1
rejoice exceedingly,” says the venerable Muller, the chief
gromoter of one of these Societies, « that the Lord has

eemed me worthy and given me strength in my eighty-
first year, to be the founder of this Society, by which, if
ot during my life, yet certainly after my death, much good
will be produced. While the day of my life lasts, and ere
the night cometh, I will do all in my power for the further-
ance of the glorious undertaking; and, using the feeble
means with which he has favoured me, corfidently rely
Upon his most merciful protection.”

The Danish Bible Society held its third anniversary in

ay, 1816, which, in point of attendance and interest, far
exceeded any of the former, and the speeches delivered
evinced a degree of zeal, which demonstrates that the ob-
Ject of the institution has made its way to the hearts of the

atiish people. «I have never witnessed,” says one of the
8peakers, “ such a general and active zeal in promoting
any yseful cause ; men, women, male and female, servants,

ys and girls, eagerly subscribe their contributions, ac-
Cording to their abilities.”

“ Much,” says a member of the Icelandic Bible Society,
“have we, though at a remote distance, been benefitted
and advanced by the pious exeirtions of Great Britain; not
Only from the circumstance of our having been supplied

rough the liberality of the Bible Society in that country,
With an abundance of Bibles, but also, that we have been
| Shabled, through its aid and countenance, to establish a
i ible Society among ourselves, which all who venerate and
' '0ve the sacred volume must desire may prosper.” i

"The Swedish National Society, with its pumerous auxili-
Aries, in the different provinces of the kingdom, displays a
b"ght example of concord, stability, and perseverance, in

P
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dis<eminating the word of the living God among an attens
tive and grateful population. o
- Russia opens a vast field for the dissemination of the holy
kScriptures. Societies are established in all the principal
cities from Siberia to Teftis, in communication with the pa-
rent Society at Petersburgh. «The dissemination of the
book of God’s word smong all the nations of the earth,”
says the Emperor Alexander, in his address to the Frank-
fort Bible Society, “is a new and extraordinary blessing
from God our Saviour, to the children of men; and it is cal*
culated to promote the work of their salvation; blessed aré
they who take a part in it, for such gather fruit unto eterna
life, when those who sow and those who reap shall rejoice
together. I find this undertaking not merely worthy of my
attention, no, I am penetrated by it to the inmost recesses
of my soul, and I reckon the promotion of it my sacred
duty, because on it depends the temporal and eternal hap-
piness of those whom Providence has committed to my
care.” ‘
In giving a short abstract of the luminous report of the
Bible Society, we are forcibly struck with the characters
rank, and influence of those who take the lead in its ope€”
rations. Princes, noblemen, ministers of state, and -thé
principal magistrates of every place, are found, not merely
giving their subscription, far less giving it and taking D9
share in the proceedings, but most actively employed and.
exerting themselves by their speeches and motions at thelf
public meetings, to stir up the zeal of those who still ré”
main indifferent. At Malta, a Bible Society was establish”
ed in May, 1817, which will become the centre of operd”
tions carried on in that extensive quarter, comprehending
Greece, Syria, Egypt, and the Ionian Islands. ,
' In the East, Societies have been established at Bombay’
Madrass, Calcutta, and Columbo, which are most act1ve
cmployed. in disseminating the sacred volume. At Calcuft®
several editions of the Scriptures are completing in differe?
languages, to be distributed among nations which have ne*
ver heard of a crucified Saviour. )
A Bible Society has been formed in Sumatra, and 0"‘:
in New South Wales, the latter of which, will be of gre?s
immediate use, as more than three fifths of the inhabita™
that can read, are without a Bible, ; ‘,
In noticing the wide field of America, the yveport §ay*
that the greatest yigour and harmony prevails in prom"“"g
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the simple object of the institution, and notice is taken of
the Societies established in these and the other British
rovinces. ,
At bome the Society still pessesses the publie confidence,

and continues to extend its influence and benevolence

-through the three kingdoms. Auxiliary Societies continue

to increase, and a great number of associations have been
formed by the ladies in aid of the pafent institution.
The Committee conclude their eloquent and interesti

~ Mport with observing, that 260,031 copies of the Bible an

New Testament have been issued from their depository
during the last year, making a total since its establishment

" o two millions. three hundred thousand Bibles and Testa,

Ments. Stimulated by the impulse which this institution
\ iven, the nations of Europe are now rapidly retrac.
g the steps by which they had departed from the stan~
dard of truth, and doing public homage to that holy word,
the neglect or contempt of which, formed the principal
Source of their delusion, and the worst feature in their
guilt. Both rulers and people have found in the Bible a
guidanée and eonsolation which a spurious philosophy had
Yeiled from their views, and they agree to regard and to
Value it as their best instructor, and their iarest pos-
Session, ‘

The spirit of the Bible is gone forth among the nations
of Clristendom, and they seem to be preparing, with
%ne consent, to revive the light wherever it had become
obseured among themselves, and to impart it in all its puri-

» :gelmd strength to those that are sitting in darkness and i

shadow of death, that it may guide their feet into the
Way of peace. In the prospect of exertions so congenial
With the precepts and predictions of that book, to whose
Circulation, they are directed, we feel emboldened to de-
Pend on the highest aid, and to expect the grandest events;
¥4 jp this confidence we would adopt as expressive of our
agyers and our hopes, the lofty strains of divine inspira-
God be merciful to us, and bless us, and cause his face
:l‘:shine upon us; that thy way may be known upon earth,
‘hy saving health among all nations. Let the people praise
%e‘, O God, let all the people praise thce. Then shall
earth yield her increase ; and God, even our own God,
%n‘bless us. God shall bless us and all the ends of the

®arth ghall fear him.
Vor. I. avy




ON THE, AMUSEMENTS OF CLERGYMEN.

To the Editor of theChmtmn Recorder. o
S, o

Tue information respecting Sunday Scheols, lately
communicated through the Christian Recorder, has given
to some, and we hope to all your readers the highest sa
tisfaction; especially that part of the communication which
states, that our excellent Governor and his worthy Lady
were pleased, in such a distinguished manner, to encouragé
and patronise the Sunday Schools in' York, by attending at
the public examination, "and distributing to the children
presents.with their own hands. It is most devoutly to be
wished, that all ladies and gentlemen in Canada, and
throughout the world, would go and do likewise. '.‘

Liberal extracts from the Reports of the Sunday Schools i8
Great Britain, would undoubtedly be highly gratifying and
extensively useful to your readers in general.

And some things may be stated from Lower Canada o8
this subject, which are ‘deserving of public notice. I
Quebec, Montreal, and several other parts of the Provincé
Sunday Schools have been introduced, and some of the®
have been carried on successfully for more than two years
In the newly settled Township of Stanstead, 250 childreé?
and young people have given in their names as learners 1
the different schools which have been formed in that Tow?
ship, and in the course of two years have recited from the
holy Scriptures, and other religious books, upwards of on®
hundred and thirty thousand verses; and in Hatley th?
adjoining Township, of late a good degree of attention
been excited among the youth, and a number of scho9 p
formed under that truly noble and distinguished charactéf
the Hon. and Rev. Dr. Stewart. He not only furnishes ¢
necessary rewards of merit, to encourage the children *
commit to memory portions of the holy Scriptures, but n
attends personally to hear them recite, and address th€ g
on the nature and design of the institution, and carry tho i
lambs of his flock to the throne of heavenly grace If i
glorgymen ard ministers of the Gospel would imitate ™
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‘example; we should soon behold Sunday Schools in every
part of our extensive country, and Churches crewded with
faithful worshippers. Should the_ clergy adopt this plan of
ﬁl_ling up all their leisure moments in visiting schools and
Private E\mﬂies, with a view to énforce the pra'ctical ‘duties
of religion, they would feel no desire to engage in any of
e amusements recommended by Mr. Toplagy,’ in the fifth
Number of the Christian Recorder. " R
Mr. Editor, it has given much pain to some of the readers
of the Recorder, that such amusements should be recom-
mended to any class of citizens, and especially to that
.(}‘lass, whose conduct in all things ought to be an example
to others. If ministers of the é;s e% allow themselves to
attend theatres, balls, and card-parties, can it be expected-
that their public discourses will have any good effect upon
the minds of their hearers? We do. not find that Christ
and his Apostles had access to any trifling amusements in
order to fit themselves for the discharge of the 'duties of
their public station; and when we.reflect upon the differ-
ent kinds of employments, in which the Christian minister
18 called to take a part, no one can suppose there is any
fiecessity of wasting any part of his time. And with what
Propriety can parents and sponsors at the baptism of a
child be called to renounce the pomps and vanities of the
world, should the ministers of religion, by their own ex-
ample, lead their flocks to engage in those vanities? Such
Wethods of spending time appear but poorly to accord with
the. apostolic injunction, « Vl;’hatsoever ye do in word or deed,
do.all to the glory of God.” Lo
- It is essentially requisite, that all ministers of the Gospel
uld live in such a manner as to be an example to every
Oge beholding their life and deportment; and )f any of the
Yeformers or good men in past ages have been left to trans-
Eress this rule, we ought not like Ham to expose the naked- -
#ess of our fathers, but rather like the dutiful sons of Noah,
"Cast the mantle of charity over their failings and infirmities.
Uiall the actions of great and good men are to be held up
88 worthy of imitation, then the drunkard, the libertine, and
Profane swearer must be commended, for they can plead
‘:;T..example of Noah, Lot, David, Peter, and a long cata-
" ‘A FRIEND TO PURE RELIGION.

s ue of worthies.

s
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REMARKS.

‘Had it been anticipated, that any such inferemces ¥
those mentioned by our valuable corresporident could have
been drawn from Mr. Toplady’s letter, it would have beén
denied a place in the Christian Recorder; but this “Friend
to pure Religion cannot have given it his best ¢onsideration,
or he would have found that no part of it warrants the ¥ast
sentence of his communication. " ST
It was far from the Editor’s wish to give pain to any of
his readers; but as this appears to have been the case, he
deems it requisite to state briefly his own views on this im:
portant subject, and in doing so, adopts with much satisfal
tion the sentiments of a respectable religious Journal. '

“We may venture to rest the whole question upon ouf
Saviour’s example. What answer can be given to the at-
gument commonly deduced from the very first of his -
racles 7" It stands an unequivocal record in favour of that
which in these days might «?raw down upon him who ven-
tured to do likéwise, ‘the accusation of conforming sinfuflf
to the world. Let those who are of a different opinion, ré*
fer to ‘the many other instances in which our Saviour eithef
partook of; or attended to pure festive meetings, unconnects
ed with religious observances, without any remark upon
their impropriety or sinfulness. When was” he accused of
ealing and drinking witn publicans and sinners ? 1t wa?
when Levi, a newly elected tollower, had made him a gf
feast, when'there was a great company of publicans and
of others that sat down with them. Had that feast been'th
occasion of an impressive sermon, or a geries of instractivé
doctrines, d6ubtless St. Matthew, who tifen for the first (it
in all probability, behetd the blessed Jesug'bemeath his'ro®
would have inserted them in his Gospel ; 'yet, “the few Y&
marks recorded originated in the commeiits of the Phariset®
upon his conduct. In his parables, we have: allusions
dbundance to social meetings, without a word sespe e
their improptiety. When the elder son returns from ¥
field, he hedrs music and dancing ; what is the occasiof®
His dissipated brother had returned repenting. Kuow s
the young ‘man’s character, we might have argued, that®
feast with music and dancing was the last mode of %
tion ‘our” Bavicar woukd have alladed to, had he dee
such recreations improper; but, neither on this, nor on t07
wedding feasts and great suppers, does he ever bestoW
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word of censure. With such awmhority before us, are ‘we
Justified in anathematising, as' utterly “inconsistent with u
Christian profession, petsons and things upon which out
Savidur passed no condemnation ?  The indisctiminate and
Incessant pursuit of divessions, whatever may be their ngs
tave, we disapprove of as strongly ‘ab the strictest Christians,
but we cannot accompany threm to the extent of their repto-
bation. Our interpretation of the reprehensible sonformity

With the world, consists in the abuse and not the wse oftit;
in following the multitude to do evil} in partaking of its
Pleasures, whrere comscience tells us that by those pleasures
our religious principles will be contaminated, the putity of
iegfendms sullied, ‘and the brightuers of our faith darken-

»” . . . :

The Editor canuot conclude these remarks, without ex-
bressing a wish that he may be favoured with frequent coms
lunications from this ¥riend to pure Religion, for be likes
the spirit of his Letter, and has long been'of opinien, that
i is the duty of every clergyman to give up innocent amuse-
Inents, when disagreeable to his parishioners, or when theg
tend, in any way, to lesaen his usefulpess. v

T

o MILNER, A. M. —
."PICAR OF THE PARISH OF THE HOLY TRINTIY, HULT.

- .+ Tmat God, who raiges up pastors according to his owa
‘wart, and qualifies them for the i tant stations they are
designed to fill, having employed them for the accomplish.
ent of his good design, in the advancement of. the empive
“f'Jesmi Christ, has a right, at what season he sées best, to
lemiss them from their service on earth, and introduce
Yoem ¢o their -everlasting rest in Heaven. Sometimes he
Socs this, while his people are looking up to them with
bigh expectations, concluding that a very large sphere of
ulness is yet before them.  « God,” says one, “.gives .

en of the most eminent abilties their dismission, at a time
¥hen the Church can least. spare them, that the depen-
g‘veﬂpe and trust of the Churehes may be wholly in himselt”
hile, therefore, we remember those who once preached

MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF THE REV. JOSEPH
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to.us the word of life, and while we call to mind their hel¥
conversation and exemplary conduct, may we never forget
that it was with Christ’s gifts they were enriched, with his
grace they were adorned, and that it was in the brightnesé
of ‘his truth .they shone! When these stars are removeds
we should be concerned to.dwell under ‘the beams of the
Sun of Righteousness, who is « the same yesterday, and :tot
day, and for ever.” e
. ..The Rev. Joseph Milner, the subject of these memoirs
was born'at Leeds, jn'.the West Riding of the county of
York. - His parents, though neither great nor noble in this
world, were ornaments in that station in which an all-wise
Providence had placed them. Under the ministry of the
Rev. John Edwards of that town, his mother frequently at-
tended, and it was her endeavour to inculcate upon the
mind of her son those important truths, which even them
impressed his memory, and were afterwards the delight and
glory of his soul.* : ‘ . o
- His early discovery of a taste for literature, induced b
friends to send him to-the free grammarschool, and after
wards to Cambridge, where he made such proficiency. 8
to abtain an honorary prize, the reward of his classical atr
tainments. Upon his entrance into the ministry, there ap*
geared in him great integrity and earnestness. At this seaso?
is religious sentiments were orthodox rather than evange”
lical. Convinced, however, that religion was more than, 3
form, the ministry more than an office of honour and emd“;
ment, and that « without holiness no man can see the Lor
he laboured with much assiduity, if passible, to etst:_;b.lﬁlll
his own righteousness; and. as he sometimes remarked
few persons could posssibly conceive what a difficalty it
bad been to him to unlearn what before it had cost h\mﬁﬂ‘h
pains to acquire. His prevailing desire was to be right;. ands
therefore, in him was verified the truth. of our Lord’s: 7€
mark, that «if a man will do his will, he shall know of b¥¥
doctrine whether it be of God.” Comparing his religio®
sentiments with the word of truth, he began to suspect tb#
all was not right; the deeper be searched, the more

bl
i

suspicions were increased and confirmed. This gradua¥

FE— . __...a—/
* His mother, after he settled at Hull, lived with him, and had 'the hi{i
piness to see, not only her prayers answered, but her labours crowned ¥ vib
success, in the holy walk and abundant usefulness of her son. He survi?
her only about two years. I

~
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brought him, with the simplicity of a little child, to sit at the
feet of Christ, that he might learn the truth from his mouth,
The light he had now received tended to discover the for-
mer darkness of his mind. , :
_ About this time Luther’s comment upon the Epistle to the
Galatians fell in his way ; a work which was not only then
rendered peculiarly useful to him, but for which he retained
the greatest respect to the day of his death. He now saw
himself to be in that very state, in which the word of God
represents all the unregenerate ; and with him it was not a
Speculative nicety, but a subject of infinite importance,
how a guilty sinner could be justified before a holy God.
The trath as it is in Jesus, accompanied with its divine evi-
dence and energy, gradually prevailed against those stron
holds of -prejudice with which his mind had been hitherto
fortified. He received it as “a faithful saying, and wor-
thy of all his acceptance, that Jesus Christ came into the
World to save sinners, ‘even the chief of sinners.” ‘This
ortant change of sentiment and of heart took place some
idears after he had been settled in Hull, as Lecturer and
aster of the Free Grammar School. Indeed, the wisdom
of God was manifested in this, especially toward the peo-
Ple to whom he ministered ; for, had he at first been ine
troduced to them, with all that splendour of divine truth in
Which he afterwards shone; it might have ‘overpowered
their minds, or have excited prejudices against his doc-
trine, not easy to be surmounted. ~Instead of them, disco-
Vering error by a gradual display of truth. It might be
%aid of him, both-as a Christian and as a minister of the
_Bospel, that « his path was as the shining light, which
thincth more and more to the perfect day.” So forcibly
nd so effectually did he commend himself to every man’s
Sonscience, as, in the sight of God, that his greatest oppo-
Bents could not but revere his honest sincerity. To all it
¥as evident, that whether they supposed him right or wrong,
he was in earnest; and, that because he believed, therefore
d he spoken. His whole heart was in his work. In the
tause of Christ he feared no man, but was bold as a lian;
I the gervice of the Gospel he was assiduous and gentle,
%8 a faithful shepherd seeking the good of all. While in
&e graces of the Christian he flourished as the palm-tree;
was deep-rooted in knowledge and experience as the
Mis ar of Lebanon. To know Christ and him crucified, was

daily study; and to make him known, was the grand
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sabject of his public ministry. He preached Ghrisd Jesus
the Lord, and held himself the servant of the peaple, fol
Christ’s sake. .

The doctrine of human depravity, of atonemvent for sit
by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, of justificatiom freedy by
grace, of imputed righteousness, and. of the Spirit’s world
in regeneration, samctification, and comfart, were subjectt
wpon which he insisted frequently with great clearmess and
energy; and his labours, so far from being vain, werd
erowned with abundant sueeess. Sinners were converteds
the fearful encouraged, and believers were built up in theif
most holy faith.* . :
- For many years he rode every Sunday afternoon to. WeF
ton, where 1n the evening he prayed, and espounded the
Seriptures, and the people flocked to the house where b8
ledged, to hear him. On the Lord’s day morning, he
preached at North Ferriby, of which he was Viear,t and
afterwards returned to Hull, where, in the afternoon, b
published the Gospel to a very crowded and attentive au

~ dience. Every other Wednesday forenoon he delivered 2

lecture in the Church; and on a Thursday he read prayeré
and expounded the Scriptures in Lister’s Haspital. Not only
the poor upon the charity, but persons of great respectability
attended. His labours in this place were, perhaps, #
much owned of God for general and abiding usefulness 8%
amy in which he engaged. Here he delivered himself with
the greatest freédom, faithfulness, and affection; and 8
peculiar favour and blessing attended the word. He wa#
amongst his people as a father with his children, and suc
was his love to them, that, with holy Paul, he was « ready
not only to impart to them the Gospel of Christ, but his oW?
soul also.” ,
In whatever he engaged, he made it evident that €08’
science was concerned. As a preceptor, his aim was 8
, , -

Ao

#* The Spirit of God had led Mr. M, into very deep and extensive: dis
coveries of the depravity of the human heart. He possessed a happy talenoz
almost peculiar to himself, in deseribing and detecting the pharfsaic PO
fessor in all his subterfuges. [In this subject he seemed only to have to re
view what he had formerly found in himself.

41 -
1 1t was through the interest and patronage of Mr. Alderman W.'li
berforce, grandfather to the present member for the county of oeré
most of his preferments in the church, in the eariier part of his life, W
reccived, ‘
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snce to furnish the minds of his pupils with useful know-
dedge, and to cultivate their hearts. Every possible oppor-
tunity was seized to enforce good morals, and to illustrate
truth, by leading their minds to God as the source of all
science, and to Jesus Christ as the fulness of all truth.  Se-
%eral eminent chhracters were formed under his tuition,
who now shine both in the Senate and in the Church.
* In conversation he was so affable and instructive, that
probably he never left any company, but they were con-
strained to admire either his learning as a man, his piety as
a Christian, or his fidelity as a minwster. In every Flace,
and upon all occasions, his concern was to diffuse the fervor
of the knowledge of Jesus Christ, his master.
+ But with all his excellencies, like others, he had his im-
perfections. Perhaps some of his greatest conflicts were
with himself. For he not only preached, but felt the de-
ceitfulness and depravity of the human heart; and his na-
tural temper being rather irritable, though this might be
seldom visible to any but himself, yet he found by experi-
ence, that it required all the influence of Divine grace to
Soften and meliorate his spirit.
_ As an author, his works being now before the Public, a
list of them may suffice. In 1781 he published « Gibbon’s
Account of Christianity considered, with some Strictures on
Hume’s Dialogues on Natural Religion.” About 1785 ap-
Peared, « Some remarkable passages in the life of William
Howard ;? and, in 1789, « Essays on Religious Subjects,
Earticularly on the Influences of the Holy Spirit.” . The
tst velume of his « History of the Church,” was pub-
1shed in 1794 ; the year following appeared the: second vo-
me; a third is said to be nearly ready for the public;
and, as we are informed, he has brought that work dowa
about the time of the Reformation, we hope it may appear
bereafter. SPRRTE :
+.Upon the death of the Rev. Thomas Clarke, D, D. Mr.
Milner was inducted to the Vicarage of the Parish of the
aly Trinity, Hull. This he enjoyed but a very short sea-
Son; for, scarcely had he:entered upan his new residence
¢fore he was called up to his heavenly mansion. The
“tarrh under which he had frequently laboured, greatly
Micreased ; and, attended with other complaints, threatened
3 8peedy dissolution. However, some time after he reviv-
& a little ; and during this interval, in the week before hx
ov. L. 2 X

.
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death, a minister who had been many years acquainted
with him, being introduced into his chamber, and express-
ing the joy he felt upon finding him apparently so much
better, and a hope that his mind had been happily supt
ported during his illness, Mr. M. replied, «I have reaso®
to be thankful in that respect; but those doctrines wé
have preached so many years, particularly that of the
atonement, can alone support a soul in such a season as
have experienced.” Upon its being further remarked, the
many were pleading with God for him, not only in the ests~
blished Church. but out of it, that he might be spared fof
eater usefulness, he.rejoined, « God’s people may differ
I lesser things, but there is one spirit in which they aré
all united ;—however, as to usefulness, at our time of lifées
we are not to expect great things, but must be thankful fof
-what God has wrought, and it will be well to see that work
gtand.” \ ,
~ During his illness he was much in prayer for the floek
‘committed to his charge; and though for a season he ha
great soul conflicts, to an intimate friend he afterwards sai
« Satan cannot bring one charge against me.now, but 1 8
able to amswer it.” Toward the close of life he slumbered
'much ; ‘and, on Wednesday, Nov. 15, 1797, in the 53d yeaf
of his age, he finally closed his labours, and entered int®
the joy of his Lord. ;
hus died the Rev. Joseph Milner, in whose life a“d
.conversation, the truth and influence of Christianity appesF’
ed; in whose doctrine,;the mind, the fidelity, and the ge#
‘tleness of Jesus Christ were marnifested: his walk was €%
emplary, and his end was peace. .
Truly the memory of the just is precious. May ,thcl
eat ‘Head of the Church raise. np many such fm,t.hf“d
Jabourers ; .and may the people who have been de rlveé
of this burning and shining light, retain not only ¥
form, : But- the favour of his doctrire, following him, .*:n
he followed Christ, till they shall finally join with h?'n
in Heaven, in ascribing « glory to Him' that sitteth up®
the Throne, and ‘the Lamb for ever and ever.” .



MR. PHILLIPS’ SPEECH,

Delivered at Cheltenham, on the Tth Oct. last, at the Ath Annt-
versary of the Gloucestershire Missionary Society.

Mr. PriLrirs cane forward and
®us addressed the chairman :—* Sir,
after the eloquence with which so
Many gentlemen bave gratified and
delighted this most respectable as-
%embly, and after the almost inspired
address of one of them, 1 feel almost
%hamed of having acceded to the
Wishes of the committee by proposing

¢ resolution which I have the honor
o submit. I should apologize, Sir,
for even the few moments intrusion
Which 1 mean to make upon this
Meeting, did I not feel that I had no
®ight to consider myself as quite a
Stranger; did I not feel that the sub-
Ject unites us all into one great social
‘amily, and gives to the meanest so-
Journer the claim of a brother and a
fl‘l‘end——(Applausa‘)—-At a time like

18, perhaps, when the Infidel is
abroad, and the Atheist and the dis-

deliever triumph in their blasphemy, .

it behoves the humblest Christian to
Tange himself beneath the banners of
his faith, and attest, even by his mar-
Yrdom, the sincerity of bis allegiance.
“~(Great Applause. )—When | consi-
er the source whence Christianity
3 sprung—the humility of its origin
“the poverty of its disciples—the
Miracles of its creation— the mighty
Way it has acquired—not only over
e civilized world, but which your
'8sions are hourly extending over
Wless, mindless, and imhruted re-
Ots—J own the awful presence of
DP_Godhead—-—nothing less than a
'Vinity could have done it !—The
Wers, the prejudices, the supersti-
003 of the earth, were all in arms
Stinst it ; it had nor sword nor scep-
~its founder was in rags—its
ity tles were lowly fishermen—its
Pired prophets, lowly and unedu-
““ed—ite cradle was a manger—its

home a dungeon—its earthly diadem
a crown of thorns! And yet, forth
it went—that lowly, humble, perse-
cuted spirit—and the idols of the
Heathen fell ; and the thrones of the
mighty trembled ; and Paganism satv
her peasants and her prince kneel
down and worship the unarmed Con-
queror !—( This admirable portrait of
the dwine spirit and attributes of
Christianity, was hailed with the most
enthusiastic peals of approbation.)—
If this be not the work of the Divini-
ty, then I yield to the reptile ambi-
tion of the Atheist. 1 see no God
above—TI see no government below ;
and 1 yield my consciousness of an
immertal soul to his boasted fraternity
with the worin that perishes l—But,
Sir, even when I thus concede to him
the divine origin of our Christian
faith, I arrest him upon worldly prin-
ciples—I desire him to produce, from
all the wisdom of the earth, so pure
a system of practical morality—acode
of ethics more sublime in its concep-
tion—more simple in its means—
more happy and more powerful in
its operation ; and if he cannot do
s0, | then say to him, Oh! in the
name of your own darling policy,
filch not its guide from youth, ifs
shield from manhood, and its crutch
from age !—(Great Applause. )—
Though the light I follow may lead
me astray, still | think it is light from
Heaven! The good, and great, and
wise, are my companions—my de-
lightful hope is harmless, if not holy ;
and wake me not to a disappointment,
which in your tomb of annihilation, I
shall not taste hereafter! To pro

pagate the sacred creed—to teach
the ignorant—to enrich the poor—
to illumine this world with the splen-
d.urs of the next—to make men hap-
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Py, you have never seen—and to
redeem millions you can never know
-—you have sent your hallowed Mis-
sionaries forward ; and never did an
holier vision rise, than that of this
celestial, glorious embassy.—( Ap-
Plause. —Methinks I see the band of
willing exiles bidding farewell, per-
hups for ever, to their native coun-
try ;—foregoing home, and friends,
and Inxury—to tempt the savage sea,
or men more savage than the raging
element—to dare the polar tempest,
and the tropic fire; and, often doom-
ed, by the forfeit of their lives, to
give their precepts a proof and an
expiation—( Applause.) 1t is quite
delightful to read over their reports,
and sce the blessed product of thejr
labours. They leave no clime un-

~ visited, no peril unencountered. In

the South Sea Islands they found the
population almost eradicated by the
murders of idolatry. ¢It was God
Almighty,’ says the Royal Convert of
Otaheite, ¢ who sent your mission to
the remainder of my people” 1 do
not wish to shock your Christian ears
with the cruelties from which you
have redecmed these islands. Will
you believe it, that they had been
educated in such cannibal ferocity,
as to excavate the earth, and form an
oven of burning stones, into which
they literally threw their infants, and
gorged their infernal appetites with
their flesh !'—Will you believe it,
that they thought murder grateful to
the God of Mercy !—and the blood
of his creatures as their best liba-
tion! In nine of these islands, those
abominations are extinct—infanticide
is abolished—their prisoners are ex-
changed—society i now cemented
by the bond of brotherhood, and the
accursed shrines that streamed with
human gore, and blazed with human
unction, now echo the songs of peace,
and the sweet strains of piety. In
India, too, where Providence, for
some special purpose, permits these
Dittle insular specks to hold above one
hundred millions in subjection—a
phenouienon scarcely to be paralleled
is history—the spell of Brahma.is

dissolving, the chains of Caste are fall-
ing off—the wheels of Jughernaut are
scarce ensanguined—the horrid cus-
tom of self-immolation is daily disap-
pearing—and the sacred stream o

Jordan mingles with the Ganges.—
(Great Applause.) FEven the rude
soldier, mid the din of arms, and the'
licence of the camp, ¢ makes (say#
our Missionary) the Bible the inmale
of his knapsack, and the companioft
of his pillow.” Such has been the
success of your Missions in that coun-
try, that one who left India some
Years ago, can form no just estimate
of what now exists there.—'1'urs
from these lunds to that of Africa, 8
name I now can mention without
horror. In sixteen of their town$y
and many of their islands, we see the
sun of Christianity arising, and as it
rises, the whole spectral train of Su-
perstition vanishing in air  Agricul®
ture and civihzation are busy in the
Desert, an# the poor Hoitentob
kneeling at the Altar, implores h®¥.
God to remember not the Slave trade-
—( Applunse.) I any thing, Sir, coukt

add to the satisfaction that 1 feel, it
is the couciousness that knowledg®
and Christianity are advancing bhap

in hand, and that wherever I scé
your Missionaries journeying, I 8€€
schools rising np.. as it were, A

landmarl of their progress. AP

who can tel! what the conseqneﬂceﬁ
may be in after ages 2 Who can t€
whether those remote rvegions mtJ,
not, hereafier, become the rivalf ‘i!
European improvement ?  Who =h?
place a ban upon the intellect deriv®
from the Almnighty ? Who shall 5",3:
that the future poet shall not 'fnscl‘
nate the wilds, and that the philos®
pher and statesman shall not ref i
together beneath the shadow of the
p-lm-trees 7 This may be viston? "‘
but surely, in a mor:1 point of Vi€ ;
the wdvantages of education are
visiomary, [A long and contit
burst of applause fol owed thi® P
sage, and 1 its ardor imped Re-
connexion and progress of ouf eteil
port, and prevented us from i’
ing some most excellent rewar

ued
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the advantages of the cultivation of
the human mind.] These, Sir, the
Propagation of the Gospel—the ud-
Yancement of science and industry—
the perfections of the artist—the diffu-
sion of knowledge—the happiness of
mankind here and hereafter—these
ure the blessed objects of your Mis-
Sionaries, and, compared with these,
all human ambition sinks into the

ust ; the ensanguined chariot of the
€onqueror pauses—the sceptre falls
from the imperial grasp—the blossom
Withers even in the patriot’s garland.
But deeds like these require no pa-
Regyric—in the words ot that dear
{riend, whose name can never die—
{In this allusion to bis friend, Curran,
Mr. Phillips’ feelings were evidently
Wmuch affected.] < They are record-
ed in the heart from whence they
Sprung, and, in the hour of adverse
Vicissitudes, if ever it should arrive,
weet will be the odour of their me-
Wory, and precious the balm of their
Consolation.’

‘“ Before I sit down, Sir, I must
take the liberty of saying, that the
Principal objection which 1 have

€ard against your institution is with
Me the principal motive of my admi-
Fation—I allude, Sir, to the diffusive.
Principles on which it is founded.—
Ahave seen too much, Sir, of sectarian
otry.—as a man I abhor it—as a
Christian I blush at it—it is not only
egrading to the religion that em-
Ploys even the shadow of intolerance,
Ut it is an impious despotism in the
%?Verument that conutenances it.
se are my opioions and I will
R0t suppress them. OQur religion
8 ity various denominations, but
“}ey are stroggling to the same man-
on, though by different avenues,
i when I meet them on their way,
. Care not whether they be Protes-
ant or Presbyterian, Disseater or
atholic, I know them as Christians,
\ d I will embrace them as
Yothren.—[This noble and liberal
iment was received with the
Watmest burst of heart-felt sympathy
Py " delight.]—1I hail, then, the foua-
Ation of such a Sociely as this—{
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hail it, in-many réspects, as amhappy
omen—1} hail it; as an augury of that
coming day when the bright bow of
Christianity, commencing in the hes-
vens and encompassing the earth,
shall include the children of every
clime and celour beneath the arch
of its promise and the -glory of ite
protection.—Sir, 1 thank this meet-
g for the more than courtesy with
which it has received me, and | fee}
great pleasure in proposing this Re-
solution for their adoption.” .

e e———

To the Editor of the Christian Re-
: corder.
Sll; .
I have with some difficulty pro-
cured the following, which s the
substance of Mr. Femton’s speech at
our Bible Society Meeting. 1 hope
you will have it printed in the books
for this year.
Your’s, &c.

A SUBSCRIBER.

- York, 9th Nov. 1819.

MosT worTHY CHAIRMAN, <

I had noidea of either propos-
ing or seconding any of the Resoluti-
ons of this day, when I entered this
room ; and I regret having no oppor-
tunity of declining so distinguished in
honor, seeing I am surrounded by so
much piety, rank and talent. The
Resolution I have the honor of syb-
mitting to this Meeting, for its appro-
val, is of a congratulatory nature : the
feeling it excites in my mind, is in-
deed delightfu!, when 1 consider the
circumstances out of which it arises.
L never was more sincere than at this
moment, when 1 am congratulating
the Province, through the medium of
this Meeiing, on the increasing num-
ber of Associates for the distribution
of the Scriptures. '

The panoramic view exhibited te.
my mind by this congratulation, em-
braces the past, the present and the
fature.. WhenI take aretrospective-
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view of the state of mankind before
the promulgation of the revealed
will of God, | behold a scene of
darkness and uncertainty ; there
were afew who, by the faint glim-
mermgs of unguided reason, could in-
fer the immateriality and immortality
of the human mind, grounding their
agioms on its amazing capabilities and
unbounded (esires ; but the evidence
though strong was not by the many
considered as demonstrated ; though
* Plato reasoned well”’ he convinced
but few ; even the Jews themselves,
who were favored above ¢ all the fa-
milies of the earth,” (vide Amos, iii,
2.) were not agreed about this most
momentous and essential truth.—
Though the dispensation with which
they were favored, was the most per-

- fect in its day, it was only **the sha-

dow of things to come.” ( Heb. x, 1.)
the substance of which is the Gospel
by which ¢ life and immortality are
brought to light.”  Even after the
institution of the Christian religion,
the promulgation of the Gospel, and
the acute and demonstrative reason-
mngs of the Apostles, what gross dark-
ness rested on the minds of the peo-
ple, occasioned principally by the
Scriptures being withheld from them.
Wickliffe was the first in our Mother
Country who translated the sacred
Volume into the vernacular tongue,
(in 1380,) but printing not being
then found out, but little publicity
eould be given to so rich a treasure.
Tindal 1 believe was the first who
printed the Scriptures, and he durst
not do it at home, but went over to
the continent, and was hunted by his
enemics and brought home and burnt
in Smithfield ; and after this blessed
Book had struggied through the op-
g:sition of bigotry, it fell into the

nds of infideli'y tnd envious spe-
culation : one. condemned it as ab-
surd, without proving it so, from a
spirit of retalation; its interdicts
were too strict; and its mandates too
imperative, for the ungudly licentious
infidel : the curious speculator tried
it by the te-t of chronology, chemis-
try and Philosophy, aud the more it

was analyzed the more precious I
appeared.  Haviug silenced many
and baffled all ifs enemies, it came
forward to the people under the au-
gust sanction of King James ; but still
it wos but seldom seen ; it came into
various parishes, and was chained t0
the reading desk, and the people had
reteren-e to the divine prisoner only
at stated times.

The value set on the Scriptures,
has ‘been so great, that some have
been known to give a load of hay fof
asingle page : and considering its in*
trinsic worth, as being trath without
obscurity or error, and truth of the
most important kind, ’tis not to be
wondercd at,  But, Sir, how are wé
favored in the present day : we live
in days of candour, when party dis-
tinction is lost, when sectarian oppo-
sition is absorbed by Christian chari*
ty, when all are uniting and assimila-
ting into one spirit and making a i
multaneous effort for the distribution
of the Bible, and that without com-
ment.  Who could have anticipate
at the accession of the present King
of France, that a Bible Society woul
have been instituted in Paris ? but
this is the case. Long did the Bible
act on the defensive, but now, heho
it 1s assuming a formidable appeal”
ance, itis invadiog the enemy in b!
own country, and even in his AsxaU‘;
concealment.  The cloud of Gospe
promises is now hovering over Caii#”
da, and ready to discharge its glofi'
ous contents on these Provinces. |

Acting in my official capacit)’
(which 1 would mention with all ¢~
eoming humility and without that $P!,
rit that tickles the Pharisee’s hearfv‘
as a British Missionary, I have to P®
netrate these woods, and dissemin?
those religious truths elicited by g
Gospel, in my excursions I o 'ﬁ?’.
the people assembled in groups 4! g
coursing on the beterogeneous
trines promulgated amongst them *7
the varions sectarians that occaf
ally preach to them, uniformly “g:
pealing to the Scriptures, like the “e‘,
ble Bereans of -old, to sce Wt‘,c@;#
those things aréso.- -
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In such circumstances, the Bible is
to- them a light and a sure guide.—
Should not this stimulate us to facih-
tate its spread, and rejoice in every
assistance afforded us in the benevo-
lent work.

On the whole, Sir, what happy ef-
ects may we not reasonahly antici
Pate from the universal distribution
of the Scriptures. May we not con-
fidently affirm, with holy rapture in
our hearts, that we see:the dawning of
those days wher we shall not have to
8ay to our neighbour, know ye the
Lord ? but when all shall know.hiw,
from the least unto the greatest,
when the glory of the Lord shall co-
ver the earth as the waters cover the
great deep? With these views and
these feelings, I beg leave to submit
as one of the Resolutions of this
Meeting

That this Society congratulates the

rovince on the increasing number
of Associates for the distribution of
the Scriptures.

e ]
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continued. .

= DR. BRAY’S ASSOCIATES.
. The libraries formed by Dr. Bray,
Yere for the. most part parochial ;
those which the Associates baye es-
tiblished are of two kinds, partly pa-
Tochial and partly lending libraries ;
Mud slender as their resources bave
een, up to the preseat time, their
Register contains ninety of the for-
r description, and fifty-four of the
itter. So that two hundred libra-
Dee distributed throughout all the
aceses in the kingdom, are the
€sent result of their own and their
“lader’s labours. The present As-
H lates do not much exceed eighty.
h alfpf the English Bench, ard of the
:‘lgeﬂor Clergy, thirty-five being in-
ed in_that number; but un object
9bviously calculated (o encourage

®tical industry, and te rase the

13

standard of Christian knowledge in
general, by the improvement which
will grow out of it in the instruc.
tion of the Clergy; in an age and
country like ours, can only.want to be
known, iu order to be more kiberall
supported. S
The Reformation, amongst its other
blessings, restored the Clergy of the
Church of England ¢ to the charities
of domestic life,” but it did not restoré
to them * that portion of their reve-
nues, which in the darkness.of a more
corrupt age, had been alienated te’
Monastic & Conventual yses,” whilst
these were rendered more than ever
necessary, in consequence of the fa-
milies springing up around them, and
locking up to them for support.

This insufficiency was, even at thas
time, felt and Jamented ; and the pro-
vision in: Edward’s Vith’s. Charter,
for the founding of Christ’s Hospital,
which made the children of the Clers
gy equally eligible into that institu-
tion, with those of the freemen of
London, manifests a stropg disposition
to mitigate an evil, which.the pe-
culating spirit of those times would
not allow the goyernment effectually
to redress.

Feast.of ths Sons of the Clorgy.

Other remedies in time succeeded,
and the first that claims our attention
is, the Association known by the
name of TrE STewarps oF TuER
Feast or THE Sons or THE CLEROY,

-now nearly two centuries old. The

object of which continues to this da

the same that it was at its originel
formation, viz. to raise a sum of moe
ney by annual col'ection, to meet the
painful exigence to which tbe poorer
Clergymen are reduced, when the

.education of their children is ¢om-

pleted, and fee is required, in order
to their being apprenticed to some
trade or handicraft, in which they
may earn an honest livelihood, and
become useful members of society.
Such bas beea the general appro-
priation of this fund eyer siuce its
creation ; but being the product of
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castial benévolence, and eempura-
tively very limited in its amount, its
total inadequacy to mect the cails
made upon it, was soon perceived,
aud a more efficient establishment
speedily followed, known by the
name of -

“The Corporation for the Rslief o
Poor Widows and Children of Cler-
gymen.

" A Royal Charter was granted’by
Charles the Second for this institu-
tion, soon after the Restoration, un-
der which it has fleurished up to the
‘présent time ; having acquired large
funds of its own from the pious mu-
nificence of numerous benefactors,
‘and being moreover the trustee and
"administrator of several private cha-
rities for the relief of necessitous
clergymen and their families. Its
objects are declared in its designa-
tion ; and the course of its benevo-
lence is the supplying the insuffici-
éncy of the former institution in pro-
widing apprentice fees, and allowing
small portions towards the support
of the widows and unmarried daugh-
ters of clergymen, above forty-five
years of age ; near five hundred of
the former, and upwards of one hun-
dred and eighty of the latter, being
annually pensioned from its funds.
But the whole exigency of the be-
reaved families of the poorer clergy
was not met by either of the above
specified establishments, their young-
er children yet remained very pre.
cariously and insufficiently provided
‘with the means of education; and

-gnother institution ‘was still found

wanting, to render those already in
existence complete. Under this con-
viction some charitable jndividuals,
in the year 1749, associated them-
m;_lves together, under the designation
o

The Society for cloathing, maintain-
ing, and educating poor Orphans
of Clercymen of the FKstublished
&hureh, i that part of the Unitad

- Kingdom called England, until ¢f
age to be put Apprentice.
: (To be continmed.)

OBITUARY. .
Ir is our painfol duty to cont

f municate to our readers the death of

Mrs. M‘G1LL, wife of the Hon. John

M‘Gill, Receiver General of the

Prdvince. 'This melancholy event,
which happened on the morning of
the 21st, has thrown a deep gloom
over the face of the whole Suecie
ty, and left a sad blank which will
not soon be filled up. She had ex-
perienced the most acute and racking
pain during a very long iliness, whick
she bore with uncommeon meekness
and resignation.—In her departure,
York has lost one of its most usefu!
members and distinguished orna-

‘ments ; her intimate acquaintancess

a kind hearted friend ; her husband,
an affectionate and invaluable wife-
Few persons ever possessed the be
nevolent and amiable qualities of her
sex in a more eminent degree. The,
kindness and attractive simplicity ©
her manners, endeared her to all who

‘knew her. The sons and daughte¥®

of distress and want claimed her ré”
gard, and shared it bountifully-—"
Her lite might be considered a stres®

of benevolence, and it was Chrislis®

benevolence, which disregarded;
bour, fatigue, or trouble, in do¥
good. ill
In the hour of death, Mrs. M‘Cl
enjoyed the consolations of our %%
religion, for she was a sincere Chr%°
tian, and of the most pious habit®
and, from the whole tenor o

life, have the best grounds ¥ i
ife, we ha est g :

believing, that she will be welc! od

at the day of judgment, and admi!

to the joy of her Lord. e
May we not hope, that an examP

go pious, benevolent, and res ihé

will not pass away without prodnc!"

some blessed effects upon her sof

ing friends aud neighbours ?



