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FLOWERS OF CATHOLIC FAITH.

8Whilst narrating the struggles and conquests of the 
Faith in the distant East and the far West, these Annals 
will not outgo their object in exposing to the consider
ation of their readers one of the wonders of divine 
charity, which the catholic Faith is operating in our 
own midst. The religious Order of the Carmelites, with 
its sublime object and its heroic virtues, is one of the 
miracles of divine charity which the Catholic Church 
alone has hitherto been able to produce, one of the fruits 
of divine grace, by which the good tree may easily he 
discerned. Its implantation on the soil of Canada, and the 
gathering of its first flower, offer a subject of the greatest 
interest, and cannot fail to win the admiration of all 
generous souls.

On the Kith of april, 1875, five Carmelite Nuns, at 
the request of the venerable Bishop of Montreal, left the 
Carmel of Reims (France) on their way to Canada, wdiere 
their presence had long been anxiously desired. They 
refused none of the sacrifices offered them ; willingly 
they parted from their country, their families, their 
friends ; for the love of God they abandoned the cher
ished abode of many happy years, to which they 
attached by the sweetest affections. Above all, they 
desired to comply with the designs of God, to labor for 
his glory, and to share with the chosen souls whom He 
might lead to join them, the inestimable grace of their 
holy vocation. They desired moreover to bring down 
upon Canada itself the blessings of heaven by their 
prayers, their good works, their life of continual pen
ance and mortification ; for such is the sole object of 
their Order.
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Tin* tile u! the Carmelites is indeed austere : Saint 

I hcresa willed it so, and every prescription of her Rule 
bears the stamp of moi tifieation, of sacrifice and self- 
denial in a real apostolic sense. She desires her spiri 
tual daughters to he Apostles, entirely devoted to the 
wants of their brethren, to lay them before God and 
solicit with fervor the graces necessary for one and all. 
Their mission, of course, is not public ; hidden, on the 
contrary, from all human eyes by the screen of close se
clusion, and entirely separated from the world, they 
pass their lives in perpetual retreat and silence. They 
never even speak to each other, except during recreation 
or when compelled by necessity. They do, nevertheless, 
exercise an Apostolate, but one of prayer and sacrifice. 
Such is the noble mission entrusted to them by the 
great Saint wliome they love and venerate at their Mo 
tiler, whose lessons are their rule of life, and whose Vil
nius they strive, though imperfectly, to imitate. In the 
following passage St. Theresa traces out to her daugh
ters their line of conduct, and initiates them to her 
spirit :
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" ' 1,1 ,lls Majesty assembly us j, ' . ,V 1 •lh,lt In,1l'"s" 
your soil. J,„si„(“s h,! »! H, ,m,V;"Î ’»*■ 

« °bjoct of y mu- most ardcnl desins nt l» ,
-« your praycn,, etc.» ' ol >our

so 111 lie Jl

I ill '
of

, ,s ,10t’ lJieroforc, for themselves that the Ca 
embrace llm austerities of their Rule : : 
selves to God as victims of expiation for the conversion
hërMh He°nt°i SiM T'S’ lor ,lle Holy Church and ‘ '

■ •«tors, lor all the wants of their brethren. With 
he Lue.iarislie Victim, they offer themselves
01 « bclwm> h,‘av'-'i au'l earth, beseeching God to 

anger and withhold Ids

rmclites
■

they oiler them

for

:• • uas media,- 
1 calm 

ready to smite th,>
.nhis s*.: ; 

Mtarm,guilty.
Abstinence from tlesli 

mel : meat is

• ;
m iff1!

M.,
meat is perpetual in the Car 

never used, except in case of sickness, and 
then only when all other means of restoration

l,ave ..... . ”l""»sM. Veg„lal,lc.,, mill! c-s 2 °
appwu- m turn on....... ........ ..........

ïiïitïïi* -
=E:«;F;i="~
i'^im’h ai,!kJl,0in° lhCn^•bi^^LB'»saMhlm^

iaslin0 is also majueut and prolonged • the I ftf,,
.....

lumphon till Raster, sundavs excenled • the it,..,Z\,s lak'"Y'1 «■ oiovC;»^,,!: ;l
ht season ; the second, fixed at (i in the evenin'. is"not 

moperly a meal, hut a mere collation, calculatS’rath r 
to excite than to satisfy the appetite. During the

even
.
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remainder of the year the same abstinence is observed, 
but fasting is kept only on l'ridays and certain other 
days assigned by the rule, which however are very 
frequeul. Many other forms of penance are of familiar 
and almost daily practice with the Nuns, who never
theless, as a rule, enjoy good health, '.ml sustain some
times for 10 and ">U years the strict observance of those 
lasts and abstinences. They practice them as easily in 
Canada as in France, notwithstanding the severity of 
I he climate.

The young Canadian postulants admitted amongst 
them become very easily accustomed to this severe rule ; 
they are even astonished to enjoy such good health 
in the Carmel, and become daily more attached to 
the practice of its austere virtues. The dear children 
know that a greaWmission is ottered them : to pray, to 
suffer and to immolate themselves for their brethren; 
they would willingly acquit before God the immense 
debt which so many poor souls have contracted towards 
His justice, and atone, by the practice of the most heroic 
virtues, for the enormous sins, almost infinite in num
ber, which are every day committed against 11 is ador
able Majesty. To alone for the luxury and effeminacy 
of the world, they love to become poor, to be wanting 
in everything : poor in their raiment, poor in their liv
ing, poor, oh ! yes, very poor in their furniture. A 
narrow cell, and within a chair, the poorest that could 
be found, the chair of tin' peasant's hut, 
images without frames, a wooden cross without paint, 
a holy-water cup, a few books, a little lamp very sparing 
of its feeble light, constitute tlm whole detail of orna 
men Is. To complete the furniture add a small bedstead 
made of three boards, upon which is laid a hard mattress, 
with a coarse woollen blanket and pillow. Upon this
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hard bed tho Carmelite, alter her long and toilsome 
day, hes down at night to rest her weary limbs • 
tins humble couch her eyes are closed by the peaceful 
sleep oi a pure soul during the few hours allowed 
the Rule: calm and tranquil as the child reposin- 
Us mother’s bosom, she also reposes on the Heart of her 
•lesus ; and when the morning signal calls her again to

! 1^1' lrst thou=l1 ls Jor Go(l, her first act is to renew
the oilenng of herself to her divine Spouse, that she 
Ina5 s0rve and glorify and love Him 
than on the

on

by
on

more tenderly
eve.

Io oiler herself with Jesus crucified, as a liviim 
an; ever-dying victim for the salvation of souls, to 
sutler, suffer always, for those whose sole thought is 
pleasure, and who never think of a heaven to gain 
ball to avoid, is the life of the Carmelite, her occupa- 

on her only happiness on earth. She would, at fhe 
I ice ol any sacrifice, draw down upon"earth the graces, 
tl»t blessings and favors of heaven ; she would if it 
uere possible, wm to God the hearts of all men, and fill
•mTi", u US °Ve’ and nr£° them on, amidst the perils
i t| ° ,S !lcles 01 tllc way.10 the abode of eternal rest. This
au l nnn1! m,U 01‘her ZOaI) thc sol° ol'ject of her desires ;
oh ector, I*' 8 hsl 1,UlsCj U sha11 bc tbe incessant
ohjea of her aspirations ; even her last sigh will he an

or a

,la Such is, in a few words, the beautiful life of the 
daughters ol saint Theresa; life entirely celestial, which

T° r‘K,1 whercb/ she attahmd
hat high perfection which has made her one of 

the most illustrious saints of the Church, and perhaps

.
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lhe most perfect model of the apostolate of prayer and 
sacrifice.

Such is tin- life which the Carmelites of France 
have come to inaugurate in Canada. They are come 
destitute of all earthly wealth, hut abounding in desires 
and zealous to procure, by all means in their power, 
the treasures of all spiritual graces to dear Canada, now 
their adopted country.

To realise, however, the desired object of their mis
sion. they have to depend on the generosity of the public 
for all that is strictly necessary for their living, as they 
have no other means of subsistance. They are willing 
to live on earth the life of voluntary victims of expiation ; 
but only in heaven an they hope to live as the angels, 
freed from the wa its of human nature.

Those, tlier re, who shall he pleased to assist them 
in the areoin; mnent of their noble mission shall, of 
course, participate more abundantly in the merits 
of their prayers, then* sufferings and their sacrifices, 
and acquire a higher claim to the intercession and pro
tection of their illustrious mother Saint Theresa, and 
of St. Joseph, the glorious Protector of their Order.

Let us now listen to a voice from within the cloister 
relating the trials, hopes and fears of the newly found
ed community, and the peaceful departure of the first 
Flower gathered by the hand of the divine Master from 
I lie Carmel of Canada.
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Lutter of the Mother Superioress of the Carmel of 
Montreal, to the Superioress of the Carmelite 

Monastery of Reims (France.)

Very Reverend and Honored Mother,

Peace and most humble greeting in our Lord Jesus- 
Christ, who has just now sorely afflicted our hearts, by

fai
the
nni
citi
dai;
her
wai
her
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mty so recently founded 
trie .

Kuel.ar.st, Professed nun of the Carmel of r 
U-rance), at the age of 32 years 2 months and a fe^da™ 
and after 12 years, 7 months and a few days of n,v2 ’ 
sion. Our limited number, the wants of •• r j • S" 
y..l at its beginning, and the prccions gifts ' of ™ “
<" "H, all contribute to render Iter loss eitremelv nain
ndll Ti BlU G°*l willed it so ,...=„d whaSoHo 
m is and does is always for the greater good of hi. 
cl" dren This thought consoles us, and leaves 
honl ill the peace of holy resignation.

(>m dear sister Mary Angela was born
of Soissons (France). She lost her good 

the age of eight years, and 
a pious lady, who showed her 
cmal affection,
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aml yet already so severely
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our
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in the dio- 
mother at 

was entrusted to the care of 
a tender and really mat-

yonng heart true
a great happiness for this peer child io irate “ Sd 

SO judicious a training, and God himsélf undoubtedly
of h^fltTlyv^Uon”11° direCt h0r in lh0

Being extremely gay, lively and witty, and posses.™, 
an and agrcablc features, she might have suffered from 

M.e dangerous influence of the world, had nôfher S

2TS ?lChCd ovcr hcr with thernosuendersom. 
tude, and guarded her innocence against all worM^

j angers. The young pupil, in return, loved and revered 
her mistress, whose eminent virtue she eveï lfter 
wards remembered, a ' - ' after'
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Notwithstanding lier playfulness, lier apparent 

levity, and the many innocent little tricks she loved to 
play on her companions, Hermine was nevertheless 
really pensive : at the age of 12 years she consecrated 
hersely to the Blessed Virgin, whom she always loved 
as a child loves the most tender of mothers. It was, no 
doubt, her fidelity to correspond with this first grace, 
and the first aspiration of her young heart towards 
Mary, that won her the protection of the Mother whom 
no one ever invoked in vain, and who gave her strength 
to overcome the seductions of the worle.

a
Meanwhile began to appear in lier soul the first e

indications of her vocation to a religious life ; during a 
retreat which she followed with fervor, she took her 
irrevocable resolution. She would be a nun, she would 
be a Carmelite... Her preference of a life separated from 
the world, of a life of penance and prayer, determined 
lier choice ; in the Carmel she would find what her 
heart desired.

s,
a
te
Ol
\Y
<;
a IAn obstacle, however, deterred her a 

moment : she had a liking for foreign missions ; she 
would ho happy to grant them her strength and her 
life... whilst in the Carmel there are no missioners ; the 
daughters of St. Theresa do not go forth and far away 
to instruct and evangelize the little. Indians, to nurse, 
exhort and assist the sick, the dying savage tribes... 
Must she therefore join the daughters of St. Vincent of 
Paul ? No ! her choice is made, her vocation is positive; 
all her affections arc for the Carmel. She will ho a

ul
in
on

till:
tin;
tree

Carmelite...and if she cannot go to the world's end to ex
ercise her apostolate, she knows that the Canned is also 
an order of apostles, an order of missioners, if not by 
preaching, at least by prayer and sacrifice. She little 
thought then, the dear child, that she would one day he 
called to a distant mission, that she would cross the

till
sisli
cidu
was
hefo
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olllcos on'rns'u.V!f d'i"^ f".lrilled dlliS,?"uy Hie different 

'11,11,1 10 I'ev, in particular ih.it of assisnm 
potlress ; her good .Moll,,,, Prioress I,el,I |lcr i„ hi' ,,

i","1 -to-ml lier II,e grealest confidence Z 
e-u.eiilM-elv Ifdlh, a ,™„CT and am.c.i^pS:

ctei o?whl TT' de?U°" lmvar"s "■» Messed 
01 ' "'h s 10 ™ Map,,y lo l„,w U,c 1,„| 

s.ie ,i„ I will, few of |lie l,.;a!s of ,piri||Ml
applied herself easily to
never lost the hoi

y name, 
She

prayer and meditation, and
oeeurja'ions on ' of God amidst lier dailv
occupa, ions. Oil on, very often she used to
v\i t ier good Mother in heaven, with her Angel 
Guardian whom she also tenderly loved. lier health 
r hough rather delicate, allowed her nevertheless to 
obsene with punctuality the Unie of the Carmel 
in time of sickness she bore her 
ously.

converse

and
s u deri ngs con rage*

During her postulate she accidentallv burned her foot
'i'll div loi °|W?y|f1,6 T’'1 ll0lllinff ‘'lhoul ^ and continued 

« H day long lo follow the exercises of I lie community Ma-
Aground'andb^.?!?"'**U,Wble t0bcarllcifo°'upon 
. ° ’1 --nig i eproached for not demandinir the
[id To'T) le; .stat<! lyi'd'Md, she said she had omitedmU- 
‘"V0 “ U,ro"Kh far of causing anv ironhlo lo II o

,IW" "io involuntary cause JZ Z 
1 11,0 consequences were so serious that she

«» confined to the infirmary for ,ix ’ Sh" 
I'cfore she recovered.

Tlius passed away the lirsl

weeks at leasi

years of our dear sister's
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religious life. Calm and peaceful, assiduous to her duty 
and to the work of her own sanctification, she loved 
prayer and enjoyed the grace and happiness of her dear 
vocation.

Meantime a great event was being prepared ; Coil 
had decreed the extension of the Carmel to Canada, and 
lie was already disposing all things for the accomplish
ment of his designs. The young Canadian lady who 
was Ilis first instrument in the work was already snl- 
liciting our assent, and invited us pressinglv to come 
and establish the Carmel in Canada, where she desired 
to he its first living stone. On our repeated refusal, she 
set out herself for France and came to knock at the door 
of our Monastery of Reims, accomplishing her immense 
sacrifice with all the courage and energy of a heroine : 
her career was not a long one, but it was complete, and 
truly may we apply to her the words of Scripture : that 
in a short space she fulfilled a long career. The Lord 
no doubt found her ripe for heaven, and hastened to cull 
this little flower yet hardly in bloom, and already dif
fusing the sweet perfume of advanced sanctity.

After the death of Sister Theresa of Jesus, I he négo
ciations for a foundation in Canada were reopened more 
seriously than ever. They recalled to Sister Mary 
Angela all her former ideas about foreign missions. Any 
allusion to Canada made her radiant with joy, and 
whenever a letter announced that the matter was pro
gressing, her eyes brightened like two stars... the mere 
sight of a letter, before she knew its contents, filled her 
with joy and fervor. The allair progressed slowly, very 
slowly ; the Carmel hesitated to consent, difficulties 
arose, and for a long time the project remained very 
uncertain. Meanwhile the little missioner prayed, 
prayed again, prayed incessantly, whilst, we suppose, 
the little Flower of the Carmel also prayed in heaven.

!
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From thaï time forward, the heart of Sister Mary 
Angela was in Canada : she took the greatest interest 
before tiod in the young Canadian children whom Ilis 
divine goodness would lead to ns, and one day she said 
to one of her companions : « My dear Sister, let us pray 

firent deal for tire young Canadians who are waiting 
" for ns beyond ; the dear children, oh ! how wo love 
" them, how we long to see and know them ! *

« a

finally all obstacles were removed ; the foundation 
accepted, the voyage was decided, and a few monthswas

afterwards the departure took place. Our dear Sister 
fell very keenly, as we all did, the pain of separation, 
lo abandon the sweet home of her religious life, to 
separate from a cherished Mother and from beloved 
Sisters never more to see them on earth, was indeed an 
ordeal for her heart, it was a heavy sacrifice for us all... 
But it was God's will !... Before leaving she said to her 
companion : « Lot ns not impair our sacrifice ; let us 
perlorin it with all possible purely of intention for the 
greater glory of our divine Lord. »

The voyage on sea was pretty rough ; several of us 
suffered considerably from sea-siclmcss ; sister Mary 
Angela escaped with the least injury. She delighted in 
attending the sick, together with the nurse, who 
abso able, to some extent, to attend to her duty. After a 
voyage of three long weeks, including 15 days on sea, 
x\e arrived at last in sight of Quebec, which appeared 
to us like a land of promise after 40 years in the desert.... 
It was Ascension day, the 0 of May 1875. We paid a 
short visit to the good [Jrsuline Mothers, who received- 
us with real sisterly kindness, and offered us the most 
giacious hospitality, loo soon did we have lo separate t 
but hearts remain united in the love of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.
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W g sol out at last lor Montreal, and our arrival 

grootod by a torribio storm : the thunder pealed fright 
fully, (he sky blazed, the rain poured down in torrents, 
the elements seemed to conspire against us. We 
rived safely at the Hotel-Dieu about half past six in the 
evening. The good Mothers of this Institution 
previously sollioiled the favor, as they called it, of 
keeping us until we could be installed. They received 
us with the greatest kindness, and conducted 
sanctuary to thank God and the Blessed Virgin, 
partaking of a slight lunch, we withdrew to the 
piepared for us and tried to repair the 
fatigues of the day. We remained a month in that holy 
House ; we felt ourselves quite at home, and shalljnever 
forget the edifying examples and the religious spirit 
I mind in that fervent

was

ar-

had

us to the 
After 

rooms 
excessive i

i
we i

community, nor the affectionate 
kindness ol the good Mothers towards us. Our relations 
have ever since been most friendly, as we fondly trust 
they shall continue to lie in the future. Meantim 
little temporary lodging was being prepared for us ; 
very poor and very narrow, it was tiu- Bethlehem of 
our Carmel in Canada. We

(

l

1
te a
n
v

were conducted thither in 
procession with the blessed Sacrement, which 
deposited in our little, very little chapel.

o
was to be v

b
'Mien all bad retired, and the door awas closed

upon us, how happy we lelt to be again within the 
cloister ! We

si
b:"oie there, alone with Jesus, Jesus near 

us, Jesus lor us, for us alone,- bis six poor little spouses... 
Inal moment was one of ineffable happiness.

T
in
tli

• Ullr 8°°d Sister Mary Angela went to work imme
diately with all her heart. She was so happy !... As in 
all newly founded communities, she had to exert' her
self in the ditlemit offices entrusted to her. She was 
depositary, she attended the wicket, and as we jiud yet

01

G i
nr
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wi
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lay Sister, she also took charge of the kitchen, 
attend the wicket especially was a difficult task, and 

filtered her an abundant source of merit. Being stran
gers in the place, at a distance of nearly three miles from 
the town, knowing neither the people nor the usages 
o l,he comUry>VVti "'ere exposed to many mistakes and 
embarrassments. But divine Providence came to our 
assistance through a few persons, who kindly interested 
themselves in

no

behalf. Our dear Sister suffered 
siderably all summer ; she no doubt fell the change of
a!:Z!hitdi^Ssoricn ,r0l"’N

Applications for admittance

our c«ni-

soon came in nume
rous, very numerous. To enable us to receive them it 

necessary to add a wing to the lodging we then 
occupied, until it were possible to erect 
mastery. Seven out of the

was

a regular Mo-
many young ladies who 

presented themselves were chosen and admitted towards 
the beginning of november. The•, . .. , „ poor things had
idea ot our kind of life ; everything appeared very new
'01 " strailRe t0 lllcm- ()lIt the seven first postulants 
only one is now a Professed nun, with a few others 
who came afterwards. We were, alas ! only at the 
«•ginning of our trials ; a phase of pain and anguish was 

about to open before us, and heart-rending circum
stances, which we arc compelled to pass over in silence 
brought our foundation to the verge of destruction! 
the facts arc so extraordinary, that they would 
incredible il we could relate them. All 
that we saw them pass with

no

appear 
we can say, is 

unspeakable anxiety for 
ourselves, and with the most heartfelt gratitude towards 
Bod for the providential assistance of His divine good- 
ness, which wrought real miracles in our favor Yc« 
dear Reverend Mother, God did miracles for us, and 
without a miracle wc should have inevitably went to
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tho bottom. I suitl so 0110 day to our Sisters in a mo. 
incut of terrible distress : “My dear children, there is 
no hope....without a miracle, the foundation must fall...” 
God did that miracle when all seemed lost !

l.nder all those trying circumstances our beloved 
Sister preserved her inalterable confidence in God, and 
often, when we exposed to her our fears and anxieties 
for the future, we admired the energy of her faith, 
which made her hope even against hope ; hers was 
more than hope, it was almost certitude.

As I have already stated, Reverend Mother, a Mo
nastery adapted to our wants and usages was to be 
erected for us. The work was even commenced. Rut 
circumstances of a very grave nature came to interrupt 
the enterprise ; the work had to be suspended, with the 
hope however of being continued afterwards. But it 

not : we had to yield to the exigency of the situa-
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tion, and abandon a fond and long cherished project, 
now become impossible ; we had to give up a magnifi
cent building lot, given for our establishment ; we had 
to sacrifice considerable sums of money now spent to no 
purpose, and think of fixing our tent somewhere else... 
but where ? or how ?... no one knew, it was the secret 
of God.

dis
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. the
GaiI and, feet
the1 here we were, alone, abandoned, without 

human support, nor ressource, nor advice, and what 
advice could be given under such circumstances ? We 
prayed, and at the same time we attempted an appeal 
for assistance ; but every door was closed 
terrible financial crisis which has weighed upon Canada 
since a few years rendered our situation even more 
difficult, more despairing, if a Christian, if a religious 
soul especially, could ever despair ! We saw ourselves 
on the point of being compelled to return to their fami
lies our dear little novices, and God knows how painful

any and
gar< 
and 
wre 
exce 
chui 
her. 
char 
our i 
unal 
bekn

»

-

the

I



* Hi

U-- ?oy

v m1'!',',r seIulrallmi W» lo them end to „s !... And

“ 7™ " °10 dtt ? W.»M we return ..............
'iw10 ^

Wo wo it reduce»! lo

on

IS
-14?

;i
' I;

Ihisoxtremily, dear Mother, 
, • ... , xvo perceived the star of relief

ii i 1 i'm l< *’ " 10 t0° ;t liiml interest in our behalf 
0lrd lls some tlnifi Previously, that she had a little

Smur^rt1* ,l,e wilUnglv place atour
incmion *■*• 50 smnl1' sl,c >W"lly dared lo
imntion it. 1 paid no attention to the offer then • we
had at that time other views, which failed ; but now we
iLinembered the little piece of ground in question

requested the lady, yet almost unknown u! ’
grant us the favor of an interview.
discovered in her a heart of gold...
pathy and devotedness. She was
whom Providence had
the instrument of divine
Carmel
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Prom the outset I 

lull of interest, sym- 
Ihe consoling angel 

spnl 10 our assistance ; she was 
,,,, , mercy towards our poor little
I he ground was examined, 

and again on every side, to see if there 
feet more !
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wrecTCnSty : lhC,r RenCr0US hand rescued us from the.
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at communion for our dear benefactors, and for their 
pious mother, who is very aged, and also very good to 
us .She has been suffering several years from complete 
blindness, which she endures nevertheless with all the 
patience of a fervent Christian. Do also, Reverend Mo
ther, remember us in your prayers before God, that He 
may complete His work, and send us the means to meet 
the heavy debts we have yet to pay for the building of 
our Monastery. Several persons have already come to 
our assistance, and become thereby participants in the 
prayers and good works of the Carmel. Towards them 
also we have a debt of profound gratitude which we 
likewise recommend to your charity. We here ask 
them to accept our heart-fell thanks for the good they 
have done us, and to be assured that our dear departed 
Sister will remember them before God, as 1 myself re
commended her to do a few moments before she expired.

But, my dear Mother, notwithstanding their benev
olence, the pious Canadians cannot, on account of the 
financial crisis they are traversing, do as much as they 
would desire ; do therefore beseech St. Joseph, our 
tender Father, to be in the future, as in the past, our 
heavenly Purveyor, and to complete, for his own glory, 
what he has so successfully begun.

And now we arc within, our dear Carmel, every 
stone of which is a monument of God's goodness, and 
expresses, by its mere presence, a magnificent and per
petual Deo gratins ! From here our dear child was the 
first to take her flight towards heaven, sanctified by the 
graces of her God, purified by her sufferings, by her 
love, by the grace of the Sacrements and of the Jubilee ; 
may she have known no interval between her last act 
of love on earth and the first her heart produced in 
heaven !
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W c have entertained you at length, too long per

haps, dear Mother, on the trials and pains, the jovs and 
consolations of our four first years in Canada. The 
paths through which divine Providence has led us were 
;'‘S0 U,0f of Sisl,!r Mary Angela ; they form part of her 

■ 1,1 ,hnm sllc sanctilled herself. Moreover, Reverend 
Mother, wo thought those details might interest von • 
we know that many of our dear Monasteries love Ca- 
iiada, and desire to learn all about the foundation of our 
Carmel ; and when I say many of our Monasteries, whv 
should 1 not say all ? You will therefore pardon us 
dear Mother, for having entertained von so long. Rut 
let us return to our dear sick Sister. ‘

For some time past a persistant cough, frequent 
oppressions, progressive weakness and all the symptoms 
ol consumption had caused us great anxiety for our dear 
.-lster s health. Our efforts to arrest the progress of her 
illness were in vain ; our prayers and supplications failed 
to obtain a recovery so ardently desired. The dear child 
willingly united her prayers with ours ; she would have 
been happy to recover, lhat she might continue 
long years to work and devote herself for ourdeai 
dation, which she

• many 
' fouii-

so tenderly loved!The Lord ordained 
no doubt continue in heaven her 

dear work, and he our Intercessor for the consolidation 
ami dcvelopemenl of

otherwise : she will

. great enterprise. She endured
her sickness with great courage, following the exercises 
till I lie last, even assisting al Matins, though she 
hardly able to stand. Habitually gay and amiable,

so lively during recreation, that no one would 
suppose she was habitually suffering. Little by little 
we had to refuse her one exercise, then another : “
Hier, she used to say mournfully, you are leaving me 
nothing ! She attended regularly at Vespers ‘ up to 
about the least of Our Lady of Mount

our

were
shewas

Mo-

Carmel ; she
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assisted at Mass the day before lier death, anil that very 
morning duriny her oyony, she asked permission to go 
to Mass ; she died at half past nine o’clock the 
same morning. Our dear Sister was able to continue 
her communions up to the last, not withstanding the 
ardent thirst she had to endure ; she never kept her bed 
a whole day ; only after receiving Kxtreme-Unclion did 
she rest a few hours, saying : “ 1 feel so well in 
little bed where I received so many graces, that 1 cannot, 
decide to leave it. ’’ Since about two months she had 
grown very thin, her illness was making visible pro
gress. The week before h?r death, we exposed our fears 
to the physician of the Mouse, who was also alarmed and 
advised us to have her anointed without delay. She caim- 
herself to the parlor, despite our entreaties, believing 
she was not sick enough to let the doctor conic in : what 
a beautiful example of her love for the rule 
death ! XX e believed for a mom nit that Saint Ann 
would perhaps restore our dear child to us ; but this 
hope was ol short duration. On monday. the l of augnsi, 
she received the last sacrements with that piety, faith 
and leivor which had distinguished her whole life. At 
'even in the morning, she had dressed herself to come 
to Mass : she intended to gu in It'd again for lie.1 
ninny. She knew not lmw to express her happiness : 
lier face was radiant, and I lie sweet joy that brightened 
her features seemed to reileet in her pure soul IIv 
scnco of (iud and the peace of heaven. XX*e could not 
realise that our b.-loved Sister was to leave us so 
she seemed so full of life ; from time to time 
served a few alarming symptoms, bill she 
recovered.

On Wednesday, the nth. sh - again came lasting lo 
the choir (which is up stairsi to rev ive holy commu
nion, and after Mass she remain-xl all through th' tviv
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moiiyof profession of out* fifth little Canadian novice.
11 n. a^’ 11,5 s> witliout any other symptom of an 

proacluug death, she began to have the death-rattle 
i, mtl four 0 clor,t i" the morning. She assured us that 
>he was not suffering, that she felt better than the day 
'.‘lore; the dear child preserved all her presence of 

mmd. she observed everything, remembered everything 
v\ e look advantage of ber admirable presence of mind
assrmow iiic hoiy v:aiic“m : **

IT M
- If*.1Hur Reverend Chaplain, who is so cood so

aboutai* WH!infly 1,!'0Ug,lt h,‘r ,,ie WeM«l Cerement 
; r . ;K'l0Ckl1 ()ll,‘ doap c,liId’s happiness was 

< omplete, and so was ours, I assure you, Dear Mo-
1 ■l’: d''fllt‘ 011'' s,m'mv.......Jesus had come himself to

>0. one the soul ol his little spouse.-She was going to 
ovpM > \\ 111 1st Me yet reposed in her heart ! Did He not 
l»*nly her soul in Hi< blood from whatever stains 
remained to lie expiated 1 did she not 
awful tribunal

i ■!?
1l

> VU.
■ »1<

yet
■ ■ - mappear before the

covered with the merits of her Jesus ?...
'VO love to hope that lie received her into heaven, that 
ll"n‘ s,1;,h h*id her... in the bosom of God do 

Jove to seek her. She was so well prepared ! a few mo- ' 
■"outs In-lore receiving the holy Viaticum she said with 

11 ‘,XI,,VM101' Wl‘ "hall neve,- forget : Oil dear Mother 
1“ -h‘sus come and take possession of my heart to do 
"II... whatsoever lie pleases!” 
absorbed in her God. “

wo
fc."'

n *
e (

• - F ,/She was altogether 
Mother, (she said to me) it, seems

leases
:|S il I bad wings to 
God. id, ! yes. just as He pleases!

o',''? d"h'as.k,'J lor more, but instantly added • 
<"• . no, Mother, ,t you please, I will ask nothin- '

dosuv to have no will of my own.” Again we offered
he, two tea spoonfuls -I water ; taking the second one
siesaid : I take both to honor the two natures o
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Our Saviour.’- She renewed her sacred vows with an 
expressiveness that moved us all, repeating thrice in an 
ineffable tone : “ And so until death! and so... until 
death ! and so until... death ! ” she then added : “in the 
name ol' thy most holy, most amiable, most adorable 
Trinity did 1 repeat thrice : and so until... death !” She 
followed attentively, and linished alone the aspirations 
we suggested to her, and joined in the prayers for the 
dying. She perceived one of our postulants near her 
b.'d, and said to her with effusion : “ Oh ! my dear Sis- 
« ter Ann-Mary, how sweet it is to die in the Carmel ! ” 
She retained her gaiety even in the embrace of death, 
reprimanding herself for her sleepiness which she could 
not overcome : « It is a shame, islie used to sav) to be sleep- 
« ing this way, lazy thing that 1 am; I should receive 
K the whip to keep me awake.» Poor child, she 
was going to rest for ever ! She offered the sacrilice 
of her life for the holy Church and for its Head, for our 
dear France, for Canada, her adoptive country ; she 
promised us she would not forget in heaven our holy 
Order, and in particular our beloved Carmel of Reims ; 
she will also remember all our dear and generous Bene
factors. We should like, dear Mother, to relate to you 
all the edifying words we gathered from the lips of our 
dying Sister, if it were not too long ; but we could 
never tell you the expressiveness with which her lips or 
rather her heart pronounced them. She gradually lost 
the use of speech, but not her presence of mind ; she 
pressed our hand repeatedly. She had been some tune 
in this state when suddenly, without even opening her 
eyes, she said very distinctly : « My Clod... my God... I 
■I give Thee my heart... My God... 1 give Thee my whole 
« heart, » she added, laying stress on each word ; she 
then said with a tone of earnestness: u What shall I 
give to Jesus ?” It was a sublime moment... Five mi-
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mite» after, she added : “ I am then going to die ! " These 
were her ast words ; she soon ceased to breathe and 
mnitted her pure soul into the hands of her divine 
bpouse, without the least effort, calm and peaceful 
ho infant going to sleep on its mother’s bosom.

Inday the 8th, about half past nine 
were all present. She seemed 
W’o loved to pray beside her.

We have

>'

: tflj
■ •

as
It was

in the morning ; we 
to smile in death, and

' Si:I;. . . the sweet and melancholy consolation of
retaining in the vault of our new Monastery the mortal 
remains of our dear departed Sisters ; it seems thereby 
as it they remained with „s; often indeed shall we go 
to pray beside this dear tomb... The obsequies were 
performed by His Lordship Bishop Taché, of St. Boni- 
lace, in presence of several members of the cler-w

We confidently believe that our dear daughter is 
already possession of her God; nevertheless, the 
judgements ol the Lord arc severe, and He requires 
great perfection in the souls He has chosen to he 
lis Spouses. We request you therefore, dear Mother 
o have the prayers of the Order offered as soon as 

possible for our dear Sister. Please have vour liolv 
Community offer a communion, a day’s good works the 
indulgence of the 6 Palrr, of the Via Cruris, with invo
cations to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Marv, to St 
Joseph, to our Saintly Mother, and to the holy Ansels’ 
tor whom she had a special devotion.

At the foot of the Cross 
respects and believe us
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■: Ps,we beg you to accept 

r most affectionately,
Very Reverend and honored Mother/

A our humble sister and servant in our Lord, 
Sister Mary Seiiaphine

of the divine Heart of Jesus. 
Prom our Monastery of Our Ladv of tlu>

Uoart... Montreal (Canada) august 11 1879.
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THE EXILES OF SIBERIA.

j
A HLIMl’SE OF HOW THE CATHOLIC POLES ASK POLITICAL VIII- 

SOSEItS A HE Til BATED llY RvSSIA. WllY NIHILISM IS SO 

WIDE Si’llEAI),—11Y AN EYE WITNESS.

Berlin, Aug. 7, (187!).)—If a person of sane mind were 
to inform you of li is or lmr intention to spend a vacation 
in Siberia you would undoubtedly smile audibly, and 
opine that the parly making so audacious an assertion 
would be a lit subject for the lunatic asylum. Still, I 
a in bound to confess that I have just returned from a 
trip to that Arctic region, where I made quite a stay, in 
company with my friend Robert Leinke, the eminent 
political economist, and a student of political philoso
phy than whom there is none more thorough and more 
searching. We have been through the land of the Ni
hilists, and however earnest we might have been in our 
desire to discover important information, all our efforts 
would have been in vain, had not an intiucntial Amer
ican at St. Pclershourg. whose name 1 have promised 
not to mention, given us such letters of introduction 
that all portals were opened wide to us and we saw and 
heard what only a privileged few have seen and heard 
for a good many years. It is easily understood that the 
Russian Government, under the trying circumstances of 
the present day, is not very liberal in granting extended 
privileges to newspaper men : and, had I travelled in 
that capacity, I might have been denied access to the 
sources from which I have drawn the information about 
a good many things in Russia. The large cities, how
ever, are not the places for the accumulation of knowl
edge such as we desired to get ; and, after idling a few 
days at Moscow. St. Pclershourg, and its villegeatures, 
we started for the Siberian mines.
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Until we came to Tobolsk there was still some civil- 
izatioa about and around us. But after that we received 
a foretaste of the horrors we were about to witness.
1 ajs.we dragged along in a miserable carriage without 
meeting anything or anybody except the lonely Govern
ment posts, with their stupid « Slarost » and his subord
inate Cossacks. At last we saw in the distance a tower
ing mountain, and within its cleft side a colossal openin'* 
similar to the pit of a volcano. From within foul a?r 
and desagreeable smells saluted our nostrils, and for 
some time we had to draw our breath hard. With our 
pocket handkerchiefs crammed into our mouths we 
enterred the gigantic mouth of the rock. From the 
walls dirty water dripped down in large drops, forming 
a little rivulet, which gathered in a pool outside the 
entrance. Toward the east and the north the territory 
lose as high as 4,000 feet above the sea. A chain sev 
era miles in length, of snow-capped glaciers gave to the 

me the character of an unapproachable fortress. To 
ie left of the entrance an enormous guard-house was 

buil, occupied by a number of Cossacks. The establish
ment was about as filthy as any habitation for human 

eings can well be. The furniture consisted only of a 
ew rough benches and a large table. In front of its 

door a double file of muskets were stacked, between 
which a bearded Cossack marched up and down. Wo 
showed our letters to the young officer of the day who 
regarded us wondering,y-searchingly. hTsShT*
‘ s t0 understand the granting of a privilege so sel- 
°m snught and so rarely granted. A guide was given 

us, and we passed a long, narrow and dark corridor 
which, to judge from the inclination of the floor, led
into the depth. The ground was so slippery and so wet 
that we were in danger of falling more that once. 

Pestilential miasms filled the air ; and, in spite of a
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good fur cloak—the gift of a friend in Moscow—I actual
ly shook witli cold. The darkness was so intense that 
neither of us could see the other.

We had gone on perhaps ten minutes when I per
ceived, far in the distance, the trembling, uncertain 
glimmer of a light ; and I felt sure that we were approach
ing the mine proper. The ground became softer and 
more slimy, the cold more penetrating. At every step 
wo sank into the morass for several inches, and 
there was a smell of putrefaction, as in a charnel- 
house.
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« We are in front of the mine, » said our guide, 

pointing to a high iron railing which surrounded a 
long cave—its massive rails, through the crevice of 
which hardly a rat might have squeezed itself, being 
covered with rust. The locks were fastened with chains 
of immense thickness and weight. A guard made his 
appearance, and upon the word of our guide he opened 
the lock, but only with a great deal of strength was he 
enabled so far to turn the railing upon its hinges that 
we could pass through into the interior. We stepped 
into a room which, although it was large enough other
wise, hardly permitted a full-grown man to stand up
right, and was lighted only by a poor oil-lamp, which 
left all surrounding things in darkness.

« Where are we ? » I asked the guide. « In 
the dormitory of the prisoners, » he answered.
« Formerly this was a well yielding lode ; now we have 
made it into a sleeping room. » We shuddered. This sub
terranean cave, into which neither sun nor moon 
could ever send a ray of light, was called an 
apartment ; and in this terrible grave, the air of 
which was pregnant with fearful miasms, the unfortun
ates banished here by the unpitiable law of despotism
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wore compelled to rest after the day's work,'upon 
bed of straw! Into the dripping walls of the 
alcove-like cells had been hollowed out ; and the entire 
room gave the impression of an enormous bee Mve 
-.ven cell harbors five prisoners during the night • and 

above each of the single cots ’
tened,

a poor
rock,

a strong iron bar was fas-

chair-no table-no shelving ; everywhere the naked 
l ock and rusty iron ! The straw which served as a bed 
or Lhe dohnquents was wet and half rotten ; it looked 

and felt like a mass of dung. A little bag filled with 
straw served as a pillow ; a wet sheet, made of bag li
nen, as a coverlet. No bench—no ustensils of any kind 
n one corner a lamp faintly glimmered in honor of 

He Madonna, whose image was fastened above it i 
old gilt frame. n an

An insupportable dread overcame me in cazine 
upon this picture of terrible desolation and misery and 

drew a long breath of relief when we passed out of 
the « dormitory » and into another corridor, dark as the 
first one, but less slippery. Everything was as quiet as 
a graveyard until we reached an enormous cave in the 
centre ol which stood a round table and three benches 
several torches, fastened to iron rings in the wall' 
served to lighten the hall, in the ceiling of which I saw 
a window, almost covered with iron bars, through 
wluch a faint ray of day light endeavored to penetrate 
ami tins mingled with the torchlight produced an effect 
at once dismal and gloomy beyond description, 
was the mine proper, and here an infernal noise was 
heard, caused by the pickaxes and hammers with which 
•he exiles were working the iron ore. Before us w* saw 
?ev oral hundred ragged creatures, with terrible rough 
long beards, faces pale as death, or of a sickly yellow,

This
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with red-rimmed eyes, dragging heavy chains, rattling 
them at every motion—the prisoners ! Not one looked 
healthy, and not one spoke, or sang, or whistled ; they 
all worked in silence, looking askance at us, and rat
tling again their chains, which have been put upon 
them in the name of justice ! Many of them were bare
foot ; a few wore the remnants of shoes upon their feet. 
The rags which covered them were completely satur
ated with the dripping water, so that they could not 
give to the shivering bodies one atom of warmth. Upon 
their beards I saw long icicles, and I sometimes watch
ed one or the other blow into his chilled hands or shake 
convulsively in the icy-cold air. I shall never forget 
the dreadful scene ; and, in contemplating it, I would 
imagine for a moment that mountain spirits were busy 
here at their hidden work ; but the clanking of the 
chains, the groaning of the prisoners, and the rough 
cries of the taskmasters soon recalled the dreadful real
ity. The hammering and digging never ceased. If an 
exile attempted to rest a little, the sharp command of 
the overseer soon put him to work again ; and there 
was a feverish, unceasing activity. One of the prison
ers—a slight fine ligure, with a face the profile of 
which showed extraordinary beauty—excited our parti
cular attention. With visible exertion lie swung his 
pickaxe, and his breath came wheezing from his chest ; 
but he could not loosen the stone, and sometimes his 
arm fell despairingly to tiis side.

We approached him. « Why are you here? » Tasked; 
He looked up shyly, almost frightened, and continued 
his work.

-I The prisoners are forbidden to speak about the 
cause of their exile, » the Inspector informed me.

a Who is the prisoner ? » I asked our guide.
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" No 114, « he answered, laconically
» I replied ; « but I mean his name, his 

family, his crime. »
« It is Count de Parentoff, he replied, « a well- 

know conspirator. I 
more about No. 114. »

The foul air almost suffocated me. I beckoned to 
the guide and my friend. He and f hastily traversed 
again the narrow corridors, and ascended to" the 
again, where the Chief Commander saluted

" Well, » he asked, « what impression has our insti
tution made upon you ? »

We bowed in silence.
He seemed delighted, and remarked ironically :

« Our boys below work diligently, do they not ? »»

"In,1eed they do, » answered my friend ; « but 
with what feeling of relief the unhappy ones must greet 
their Sunday, when they can take a rest. »

« Rest ! n he said, wonderingly ; « they have 
they must work always !»

sorry not to be able to tell youam

world
us.

none ;

« Always ! »

" ^Pst certainly ! They are condemned to work 
everlastingly. He who once enters the mine never lea
ves it again. »

« But this is barbaric, » I could not refrain from
saying.

He shrugged his shoulders. « The exiles.» he replied 
« work twelve hours daily, and on Sundays too. They 
are never permitted to rest, Oh ! but yes—twice during 
the year—at Easter and on the birthday of our glorious 
Emperor ! »

-*
 - J

r.
v-

w
w

BB
K

g 
••

r&
-

. •• 
L 

■ 
..

l



And lie removed his hat, as though lie had spoken 
the name of the Lord.

We bowed again, and hastened to get bark to To
bolsk. My friend and I were both very silent until 
got out of Russia. But hereafter we shall not be so 
very much shocked and surprised when we read of the 
terrible spread ol that political fanaticism which is cal
led Nihilism in the great Empire of the European East.
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IRISH NUNS IN THE EAST.■

In the Autumn of the year 1873, a small commun
ity of nuns, ol the Order ol the Most Holy Cross and 
Passion ol Our Lord Jesus Christ, most of whom 
Irish ladies, were at the request of Monsignor Ignatius 
Poali, Bishop of Nicopolis and Bucharest, sent from the 
mother house at Bolton, England, to found a Convent 
in Rouschouk, the capital of Danubian Bulgaria. In 
spite of the great difficulties which always attend the 
commencement of undertakings of this nature, they 
succeeded in the short space of three or four years, in 
attracting to their school not only all the Catholic peo
ple of the town, who, up to that time, had frequented 
various non catholic institutions, but also a consider
able number ol the children of non Catholic parents, 
who entrust them by preference to the care of these 
good Sisters. Moreover, the good example of their lives, 
their edifying conversation, and the zeal with which, 
in their leisure hours, they devoted themselves to the 

of the sick, and other works of mercy, were the
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cause of the return of many to the One True Church. 
Everything gave hopes of a most consoling future. A 
small Convent, with schools adjoining, had been erected
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near the Church and the Bishop had already purchas- 
ed an adjacent ptece of land, in order to enlarge the „ 
tabhshment, when the war broke ont, and 
the poor Religions to flee from the 
scarcely leaving them time 
most essential requisites.

compelled 
scene of their labors, 

to bring with them the

Having taken refuge in Bucharest, and waited there

t'he'Sl ofUM'i0V'?’ hhC TP“U‘ °r LiUlc WailMhia.'tot

format ew cmn^f SZT", ""?*«.the*S^no„f^“^*Heir,h„oU
thüdren In order to commence this new foundation 
the B,shop was obliged to rent and newly ïZth a
r^tl ?Tide f°r lhe maintenance of the Religiot

w ho, in their former residence, had ceased to he depend’ 
eut on him for their support. There also Divine Prov"
favor6 B* ^ remarkab,c indications of its

■ vo. Besides the novices and the postulants whom 
he bisters brought with them from Rouschouk ti,pV 

have lately received six other young lad s tme oï

vo k of education, the number of the community

Iff *= ~

the beneficial working of their holy institute For this 
reason the Bishop ,m resolved erect a modestly 
on the site belonging to the mission and in the 7m 
niediate vicinity of the Catholic church at Crajova : but"
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as the means at his disposal are not even sufficient to 
defray the expenses of the rent and maintenance of the 
prosent house, he has commissioned the Rev. Jerome 
Smith, Passionist, to visit England and Ireland.
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