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N publishing a work of this nature, it is perhaps advisable that a few words should be said about how it
has been done.

My principal training in art has been acquired while working for a newspaper, and the knowledge
that my drawing must be suitable for quick printing, on"cheap paper, has no doubt had some influence
in forming my style. This work‘, which must be done very rapidly, affords artists a characteristic and
varied training, familiarizing them with many branches of draughtmanship, and insisting upon their
securing results by the simplest means possible.

A great many of these portraits were made under conditions far from favourable; sometimes in a
small dressing room, with insufficient light, while I expected the sitter to jump up at any moment as soon
as the cue was given. The likenesses of Kubelik and Gerardy were taken in ten minutes, and that of
Bispham in a quarter of an hour. They were drawn on rough paper, with a soft crayon. The portrait
5f Harry Kellar was drawn with black and white crayon on brown paper, and was finished in less than

half an hour.
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some drawings than in others, but always something.

S
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With that accomplished woman and
charming actress, Mrs. Patrick Campbell,
it was different; she gave me several
sittings, and | made a number of rapid
sketches of her from the wings, while she
was acting.

I have endeavored to vary my tech-
nique according to the character of my sub-
jects, but have always tried to stick closely
to facts. It was only after repeated requests
for proofs, on good paber, of some of these
portraits that it was decided to publish them
in their present form. As I wished, so far as
possible, to give facsimiles of the originals,
| determined to print them myself on a hand

press; this was done with the press which is

in the rooms of the Renaissance Club, and I think | have been fairly
successful in preserving the general effect of the originals. Even in

the very best processes of reproduction something is Icst; more in

Taking the pictures, however, as they stand, they

will give the public a far better idea of what the original drawings looked like than the prints which

appeared in the newspaper; and if the public in looking at them get only half the pleasure that [ felt in

doing the work, I shall feel amply rewarded: for it is no small satisfaction to have the opportunity of meeting

men and women, whose names are known over the whole world as the very leaders in their art, to discuss

with them various artistic questions, and to learn their opinions on subjects of interest to one's-self. My

experiences with all the artists who have
posed for me have been very pleasant, as
they have always been most courteous and
kind.

In conclusion, I wish to express my
gratitude to those friends who, by their appre-
ciation and encouragement, have made the
task of printing this, my first book, a labour of
love, and especially to my friend, Mr. George
Murray, for his charming poem, which ap-
pears on the following page, and to Mr. Hugh
Graham, by whose kind permission some of

these drawings are published.

R. G. MATHEWS.

Mr. Geo. Arliss making up for his part of the Duke in the ** Notorious Mrs. Ebbsmith."
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