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K  REVISED' STATUTES®

“OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

1. The -Members: of - the Executive Council *shall forai! a’
Council of. Public Instruction, five of whomi' shall be’a’quorum:’

2. The Governor in Courcil shall hirve power” to appoint &’
Principal of ‘the Normal- and- Model Sthool, at‘a’ salary not
execeding-twelve ‘htndred -dollars pér ahnim, whoshiall ‘ap 3
point suchassistants;  with :thd approval of- 'the Couéil of
Public Instruction; as may be found neeessary.

3. The Governor in Coiiricil shall havé power to appoint a
Provincial Superintendent - of - Education;” who shall “also” be’
Secretary to the Council of Public Instruttion, at” an aurual
salary -of ‘one: thousand two hundred “dollars; Wlth travelling

:_ expenses-and -contingencies' of ; office ‘not " to exceed: four hun'
- 'dred dollars, whose dutics ‘shall bé as follows— -

- To inspect and examine annually all thé County ‘Acadcnics’
thiroughout: the Province, and, as often as he mdy be required
by - the Council of Public" Instructlon, all ‘Schools’ recéiving
Ptovincial aid ; and make such enquirics and teport rCSpeétmoj
the quahﬁc:atmns of -Teachers and management of Schools,: ag)
he may think proper, undcr ‘the directions of the Council"of
Public Instruction ;— ,

To promote the: ‘ostablishment of Superior Schools j—to hold
Institutos.-of - Teachers; and - public: mectings }—to ‘prepare
printed instructions and blank forms for all purposes required
under tho Law, and furnish them, together with copics of ‘this
Act,: gratuitously- to:the Boards of Commissioners and ‘Teach-
crs; and-to. make- armually for tho-information of the Legisla:
ture, -a-report -on the. state- of the- Schools subject to his
inepection, accompanied by full statistical tables and detailed
accounts .of the expernditure of tho moncys appropriated by
this: chapter ;—to :distribute -all ncccssary - blanks for- the
purposes of this chapter, and make such guggestions on educa-
tional subjects as he may deem ‘propor: .
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4. The Council of Public Instruction shall have the general
supcrintendence of the Normal School;—shall prepare and
publish regulations under which moncys shall be drawn and
expended,, and teachers classified, and shall make such general
regulations for the guidance of School Boards as may scem
best fitted to bring about uniformity in their proceedings j—e
shall appoint properly qualificd persons to examine the stu-
dents of the Normal School for the purpose of awarding them
certificates after the complctmn of their term of attendance,
who shall be entitled to receive three dollars each per diem
when engaged in the performance of that duty ;—shall recom-
mend suitable text books and apparatus for all schools, as well
ag proper books for school librarics; and shall decide all cases
of appeal from Commissioners, Trustecs, or Teachers, and
make such orders thercon as may be required.

5. The Council of Public Instruction shall appoint, upon
the rccommendation of the Supcrintendent of Education, an
Inspector of Schools for cach County of this Province, who
shall be the Secretary and Clerk of the Board of Commission-
ers: his duties shall be to visit and examine half-ycarly each
school within his County,—rcport fully upon its condition to
the Commissioners, in conformity with instructions rcceived
from the Superintendent,—furnish the trustees and teachers
such information ag they may require respecting the operation
of ‘this Act, and the performance of their dQutics,—have the
charge and. management of all school books belonging to the
Boald——-promote the advancement of cducation by holdmo
Public meetings, and diffusing such information as shall further
that- object, and also the improvemeut of school houses, and
all appertammg thercto, and generally aid the Superintendent
in carrying out a uniform system of instruction.

6. The Inspector shall give a bond in double the sum of:
moncy allotted to the County or district, to Her Majesty, with
two surecties, for tho faithful pcrformance of his duties, and he
shall keep the accounts, moneys, and records, of the Board of
Commissioners. = ',

... The Inspector shall receive from the Comlmssxoners five
por cent. on the actual disburgements, and in addition thereto,
‘seyen shillings and sixpence for cach half Vearly vmt to cuch
of .the schools in his district. S

- 8. iThe Governor in Council shall appomt seven or mord
¢ Commissioners -for cach of the Counties and Districts named
‘in-annexed Schedule.-B, who shall form a Board of School
{Commissioners, of whom five shall bo & quorura. - Merabers of



-

5,:

tho Legislature, the Clergy, and M'mstratcs thhm oach Coun-
ty, shall be visitors of scliools, ' 5

.....

9. ' The Commissioners shall meet on thq ﬁxst Tuesday m?
~May and November; and where. there are more than one,
- gchool district in a County, thé Council ‘of Public Instruction
shall fix tho tlmo for the mectmg of tho Board' of Commls-
sioners.

10. The Chairman shall be elected annually at the mcetmg
in May, and shall call a special meeting when required by two
members of the Board, Jor when du'et.ted by tho Couucll ot
Pubhc Tnstruction, ,,f 'f_ 3

"The Chairman of the Board tbe Inspector of Schools,
nnd 8 Dcputy Surveyor of Crown Lands, ghall- form, & .Com.,
mission to revise and re-arrange each school district in Schedule
B, into sections—subject to The approval of the Council of
Public Instruction, who shall have power to. confirm, amend, or
direct a re-arrangement,—provided the cxpense for laying out,
such scetions docs not exceed the sum of torty dollars for any
one district; the accounts to be approved by the Board, and
pmd from the Provincial treasury.

) “The above special Commwsxoners shall lvave due rcgara
- to the number of children, and to the ability of each section to
support an cfficient schoo;, towns and viilages, the popalation
of which is less than four thousand, shall not be divided unless
by speeial direction of the Counul of Public Instruction, and
no more than one school shall be held in one school section,
unless in cases where upon the recommendation of the Inspec-
tor of Schools for the district, the Council of Public Instrue-
tion shall permit separatg schools for the different sexes; the
sections thus laid off shall be numbered and specifically do-
scribed in o report to be submitted to the Board of School
Commissioners at the mecting in November, due publicity by
advertisements signed by the Inspector, posted in at least three
of the most pubhc places, having previously bccn given wntlun
cach section of the bounds thereof.

13. 1t shall be competent for the Board of Comnussxoncrs,
with the sanction of the Council of Public Instruction, to make
such alterations in the allocation of the scctions as may at any
timo bo' xequired, at a regular acmx-mmual mectuw of tho
Board. ~ :

14. The Board of, Commxssxoncrs shall appomt a-com-
ittec ‘of three examiners for each school district, one of whom
: shg.l_l be the Inspector of the district, whose duty it shall be to

ERRye ,
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examine all applicants for licenso to.teach, in: accordance with .
tho qualifications of cach class of teachers. preseribed; by the
Council of Public Instruction, and grant the same_to.those
found qualified, satlsfactory cvidence of good, moral character
having previously been given; and no teacher, shall, without,,
such  license, receive any portion of ‘the sums granted for the
support’ of Academxes, Superior, or ‘Common Schools; saxd
committes to receive at the rate of two dollars per d;em, for
every day they meet,

"15. If any tea.cher holdmg a license shall become guilty.
of -drunkenness, or other gross immorality, the Commissioners
shall cancel his license, aud notify him and the trustees of any
section in which he may be employed, of the same; such
teachor to draw no portion of the sum granted by this chapter -
for any timo after his licenso shall have been thus cavcclled.

"16; The Olork of the Board of Commissioners shall pay-,
the sums allotted to’ the teachers personally or upon_their:
written order, so soon as practlcable after they are due, °

“17." There, shall be granted . annually, the sum- of . seven.y,
thousand two hundred dollars towards the support of County .
Academics to bo constructed and located in accordanco with
the"dircctions of the Council of Public Instruction, and to be .
applicd as specified in Schedule A ; the sum of seven thousand
two hundred dollars for Superior Schools, to be constructed .
and located by the.Council of Public Instruction, to be pro- -
vided in tho  proportion of four hundred dollars for cach .
County, each School to receive not less than one hundred
dollars, ‘and tho further sum of fifty-cight thousand cight
hundred and cighty dollars towards the support of Common.,
Schools, as specified in Schedule B; and when in any County
the 'sum’ granted for Academics shall not be drawn, one half
tho said sum shall be appropriated to aid the Superior Schools..
established in such  County, and the remaiving half to. the.
Common School fund for said County.,

18. One fifth of the whole sum appropriated for Commeon
Schools shall Lo applied to aid poor and scattored soctions, in
addition to the amount to which they may be otherwise en-
titled, on such torms as the Commissioners shall degido; tho .
lcmmndu 10 bo distributed among the sectjons whero smtub}o,}
school-houses are provulcd in such manner that tcachers of.
the same class shall reccivo at the same rate; that second
class teachers shall receive not more than three fourths of the.
amount paid to first class teachers ; third clags teachers one
half of the sum given fo first class teachers, unless in' cases
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whoto the Inspector shall report that the teacher has not sus-
tained tho standing as o teacher indicated by his license, whcn
it shall be competent for the Commlssxonexs to withhold the
Provincial grant in whole or in part..

19, The Commissioners shall draw, half-yedrly the before
mentioned stmis allowed ander tlus Chapter, and in addmon
thercto the amount nccessary to pay to the Inspector seven
shillings and sixpencé for each half-ycarly visit actually made
to each of the schools within thé County; and they shall be
éntitled to allow tiot iiore than twenty dollars per ahnum of
the Provincial ailowanse to the Clerk for stationéry, and five
per cent. on the disbursements,

20, * Tho Comimissioners shall allow twenty-five per cont. to
all Schools supported by asscssment in addition to the amount
to which they would otherwise bo entitled, provided the In,
spector shall report that instruction has bcen impartially af
forded to all scekmg it. '

21. Any person may convey or dewse real estate to the
Cotimissioners for any’ dxstrxct, and duly vest in the, Commxs-
sioners and their successors in offico the legal. estate themm,
i trust for the purposé of crectmg and: kcepmg in; repair g,
acliool-liouse thereon'; aid thé Commissioners may sue and be
sucd in respect thercof but shall have no control over any
school-house on such Iands, as against the trustees of the school
scetion or the inhabitants, other than may be cxpressed by the
conveyarnice or devisc,

22. The Commissioners shall on or before the ﬁrst day of
December in every year, make o return to:the Financial Scero,
tary of their procecdings, and of the monoys by them roccived
and distributed, and such other returng as'may be dirccted by.
the Council of l’ubhc Instruction; and’ shall certify that the
same is, to tho best of their belief, correet in overy particulary
and that they have distributed the- Provincial moncy' impartial
ly and. faithfully.

23. Tho annual school’ mecting for the appointment- of
trustees and other school! busingss, shall bo held - in tho school’
houso of the scction, or if none, in-any.'othet conveniont build::
ing, on -the last 'I'uesduy in Octobor, - 'Tho”first 'ncoting sud-!
ceeding .tho passing of this Chapter, shall be tonvened by:the!
Clerk of tho Commxsszoncrs, and- all- succeeding i mectings by3
tho -trusteos, or where none -exist, by: the- Clerk, by notices?
posted in three of the most: pubhc places,‘at least” thireo days
previously, sigued by the Clerk, or trustees, as the case'may be
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24, At the first annual meeting under this Chapter, three
trustees snall be appointed in each section, and at cach annual
meceting thercafter, one of the trustees first clected shall go
out of office by ballot and another shall be elected in his room;
provided always that he may be re-elected with his own con-
‘sent.” Any person appointed a trustee, and refusing to act,
shall forfeit the sum of ten dollars. S

25. At cvery annual mceting the majority of the free-
holders and houscholders present shall cleet one of their num-
ber to preside over the meeting, and shall appoint & Sceretary
to rccord its procecdings; and the chairman shall decide all
questions of order, and shall take the votes of rate payers
only, and shall give a casting vote in case of an cquality of
votes. Rate-payers in this Chapter shall mean the persons
whos¢ names are included in the county rate roll for the}dis-
trict, rated in respect of rcal or personal property, but shall
not include persons rated only for poll tax. - - S

'26. The annual meeting shall receive the report of, the
trustees as to the state of the school, and the funds required
for its support in the cnsuing year; and the majority shall de-
cide as to the manner in which such support shall be raised—
whether by subseription or assessment ; aud in case it is decided
fo raiso the required funds by subscription, and the sum sub-
scribed for the support of the school fails to be realized, the
balance shall be raised by assessment in manner as hercinafter
mentioned, the amount previously paid being token into con-
sideration; and if a majority present agree to raise money for
.the support of one or more schools by assessment; or for the
purchase of lands whereon to erect school-houses; or for the
building or repairing them,—they shall then appoint threo
assessors who shall forthwith assess the amount upon the in-
habitants of cach section by an cqual rate upon such section
to be imposed according to the assessment roll for the year
to be furnished by the Olerk of the Peace for the County or
district in which such school scction shall be situate, and shall
!)e collected by a collector, to be also appointed at such meet-
Ing, under a warrant to be signed by the assessors; and in
default of payment to be collected under and subjeci to the
Provisions of the Chapter of the Revised Statutes “Of County
assessments,”, and of any acts in amendment thereof, and such
Mssessors shall return such assessment to the general sessions’
"Qr to any special sessions held for that purpose, when appeals:
8hall be had and determined. And when, in accordance with
the instructions and regulations of the Council of Public
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Instruction, the school-houge or houses in any -section shall be
declarcd unfit for use by the School Commissioncrs, the trus-
.tees shall be authorized to raisc the sum required for the
building by asscssment -on the real and personal property of
-the inhabitants of the section.:

27, If any person offering to vote at an annual or other
school section mecting shall be challenged as unquuhﬁed the
chairman presiding at such meeting, shall require the pérson
so offering to makoe the following declaration :—

«I do declare and affirm that Lam g rate payer in this school
weetion, and that 1 am’ lﬂgzﬂly qunllhcd to vote at this mcetmg

And every person makmg ‘such declm dtion. shall ;be per;mt
ted to vote on all questions proposed at such mectmg  but if
“any person shall refuse to make such declaration, his vote shall
be rejected ; provided always that every person who shall:wil-
fully make a false declaration of his right to vote,.shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, -and pumslmble by fine or
imprisonment, at the discretion of the caurt, or by a penalty
of not less than five or more than ten dollars, to be recovered
by the trustees of the scction for jts use, as a private debt
.under chapter ore of the Revised Statutes.

28, The trustces of any section shall be a body corporate
for the prosccution and defence of all gctions rolating to the
school or its affairs, and other neeessary purposes, under the
title of Trustecs of Section No.  in the Comlty or District
of

.25, It shali be the duty of the trustees to appoxut one of
.themselves or some other person to ba secretary of the hoard
“of trustces, whose duty it shall be to keep the accounts, moneys,
and records of the board, and to collect and disburse the
school moneys as directed by a majority of the trustees, who
shall reccive five per cent. comnmission on all sums collected by
him for school purposes; and his duty shall be to keep the
school-house in repair, and supply it with comfortable furmture,
outhouses, {ucl, and apparatus.

(1.) To take possession of and hold as a corpora,twn all the
.schaol property of the scction, (but not 'to intexfere with any
*private rights, or the property of any religious.denomination;)
or which may be purchased for or given to it for the use or
support of Commeon or Superior Schools, and if necessary. to
lease or rent land or buildings for school purposes, for a period
of not less thar five months.
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. (2.) To contract with and employ -3 licensed teacher or
teachers for the section, for a period of not less than five
months, and to determine the amount of his or their salaries,
which must be procured from the people. by voluntary,sub‘
- acription or asscssment, and not by fees per pupil. .. All.Com-
~.mon Schools shall be fu,e to all the, children 1esxdmrr in. the
section in which they aro cstablished, ‘

(8.) To visit the school at least four times in cach year, and
to be present when practicable at the semi-annunal examinations,
and to prepare or have prepared, a true return of the state of
the school, according to the form preparcd for that purpose by

“the Supermtendent and to forward the same to the Com-
Amxesmnors at the close of cach half ycar.

(4.) To take duo care of the portion of libtary books allot-

ted to tho scction, and return the samne to thc Clexk as direct-
¢d in the rules for libraries.
- (8.) If any trustee shall sign a false rcturn tcndlnrr to pro-
‘curc for the scction an unduc share of the public ald he shall
Jorfeit the sum of twenty dollars, to be recovered by the Clerk
‘of Comunissioners for school purposes, and if any dispute arise
between the trustees and teacher respeeting the teacher’s
salary or daty, it shall he referred for decision to the Board of
Comunissioners.

30. If the scction be entitled to a Superior Scbool, or to
more than one school, the trustces of tho scction shall be
trustces of all such schools, and no scetion shall have more
than one board of trustecs.

.31, In casc no annual mecting shall be held by trostees, it
shall be competent for tho 1n<:pcctm to call such mectings
twenty days thercafter.

32. No person shall be deemed o qualified teacher under
this Chapter, or reccive any portion of the school grant, unless
he hold a licenso from the Commissioners of the County or
District in which he s cmployed. It shall be the duty of every
‘8uch teacher— :

(1.) To teach dilligently and faithfully all the branches re-

‘Quired to be taught in his school, and to maintain proper order
and discipline thclcm, accmdxmr to his engagements with the
‘trustees and the provisions of this Chapter.
.- (2.) Not to attempt establishing a school in any section,
:wnh«)ut in the first plw:e making an agrcement with its trustees;
and if there be no- trustees, to notify the clerk of the same,
that trustces may be legally appointed.
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© {3.) To keep an accurate register of the daily attendance
of the pupils; the register to be at all times open to the in-
spection of Commissioners, Inspectors, Visitors, and Trustces.
- (4.) To have, at the end of .every lalf:year, u public ex-
amination of his school, of which he shall give notice through
the pupils to the parents and trusiecs, and tc school visitors
resident in the section. s TN

(5.) To give notice of school meetings advertised by the
clerks or trustees through his pupils. =

-(6.) To furnish the Trustees, Commigsioners, or Superin-
tendent, with any information that may be in his power,
respecting anything conneeted ‘with the school, or affecting ite
interest and character. ' ST ‘

(1) To sign a certificate attached to the return, truly
stating that no part of his salary hag been collusively withheld,
and that the engagements made by the trustees have been car-
ried out in good faith; and any teacher signing a false certifi-
cate shall be liable to a fine of twenty dollars, to be recovered
by the Clerk, and applied for school purposes. -

(8.) To inculcate by precept and example a respect for re-
lizion aund the primciples of Christian morality.

33. The Superintendent and leensed teachers, whilo em-
ployed ag such, shall be exempt from militia duty, and from
gerving in any town office, or on jurics.

34, The Council may draw {rom the trcasury o sum not
exceeding sixteen hundred dollars, and apply the samo in pro-
portion to population for the establishment of school librarics
in central and suitable places in cach County, under such regu-
lations as the Couneil of Public Instruction may decm proper;
to be under the charge and control of the Commissioners, and
open to the inspection of the Superintendent; provided that
an ¢qual amount Le raised by the people themsclves and ap-
propriated to the same purposc,—the books to be selected by
the Commissioners, with the approval of the Council of Pub-
lic Instruction.

35. The Governor may advauce, upon the requisition of
the Council of Public Instruction, the sum of two thousand
tour hundred dollars, to be expended in the purchase of such
improved school hooks, maps, apparatus, and educational re-

- ports ag the Superintendent may sclect, with the sanction of
the Council of Public Instruction, to be distributed among the
' Boards of Commissioners of the respective districts in the
same proportion as the moncy appropriated for Common
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Schools is divided, and to be gratuitously distributed by the
Commissioners among such schools as th(‘y may deem neces-
_sary.

- 36. This chapter shall come into operation on the tenth dny
.of May, 18064 ; but cxisting arrangements shall not be inter-
“forod with, and all officers shall remain in office until superseded
by the opcration of this Chapter, or under its authority.

SCHEDULE A.

COUNTY ACADEMIES.,

County of Queen’s County—Six hundred dollars.
County of ‘Annapolis Six hundrad dollars.
County of Lunenburg Six "hundred dollars,
County of Cumberland Six hundred dollars.
Qounty of Digby Six lundred dollars.
County of Yurmouth Six hundred dollars.
Couunty of Shelburne Six hundred dollars.
"County of Guysborough Six bundred dollars.
‘County of Cape Breton ‘Bix ‘hundred dollars.

County of Inveruess
Qounty ‘of Richmond
Cownty-of Victoria

Six hundred dollars.
Six ‘hundred dollars.
Six hundred -dollars.

SCHEDULE B.

-COMMON SCHOOLS.

Cape Breton County—Three thousand seven hundred and four—
teon dollars.

“King's County—~Three thousand thrce lundred and’ thirty-two

llars. . .

+iQuaen's County-~Qne thousand -six hundrod .and 'sixty-seven
‘dollars. ;

.chhmond County—Two thousand two "bundred and fortv-four
dollars. .

. Antigonish County—Two thousand six hundred and forty-sovem
‘@ollars.
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Victoria County—One thousand seven hundred and scvonteen
dollars.

City of Halifaz—Four thousand four. hundred and fifty-nine
dollurs. Con R

Ialifax Co.—Rural, Shore, and Woestern Districts—Iour thou-
sand two hundred and sixty-five dollare—to be divided among the
cxisting districts according to population.

Annapolis County—Two thousand nine hundred and eighty-two
dollars—to bo divided among the existing districts according to
population, ,

Colchester County—Three thousand five hundred and sixty-cight
dollars. P O .

Cumberland County——W estern Distyiet—Six hundred and ninety-
two dollars. Eastern District—Two thousand seven hundred and
seventy-five dollars. R .

Digby County—Two thousand six hundred and twenty-five dol-

_ lars—to be divided among the existing districts according to popu-

lation.

Guysborough County—Two thousand two hundred and sixty-
four dollars—to be divided among the existing districts according
to population. , L

Hunts County—Three thousand one hundred and eight dollars
—to be divided among the oxisting districts according to population.

Inverness County—Threo thousand five hundred and fifty-five

" dollars—to be divided among the existing districts according to

-~

population. < :

L nenburg County—Three thousand four hundred and ninety-
one dollars—to be divided among the existing districts according
to population.

Picton County—North District—Two thousand four hundred and
forty-two dollars. South District—Two thousand six hundred and
eighty-one dollars.

Shelburne County—One thousand uine hundred and two dollare

 —to be divided among the existing districts according to popula-

tion. ,

Yarmouth County—Two thousand seven hundred and fifty dol
iars——to be divided among the existing districts according to popu-
ation.
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1. SCHOOL SECTIONS

1.- The term, School Secction, means that portion of territory
which mny be presided over by three Trustees. Under the old
Act, its cquivalent was called a school District; but that Term is
now used to designate that portion of: temtory placed under tho
chargc of u separate Board of School Commissioners. -

Abox.t thirty years ago, thie countics were divided into School
bect-ona ‘The wany changes which have intérvened, as ‘well as the
provisidns of the new Act—that Common Schools are free, and that
gchool-houses shall be built by asscssment, render a gcncml re:
. vision indispensably necessary. To meet this, the Act appoints s
special commission with full powers to adjust all matters con-
nected with these seetions.  This commission is instructed ¢ to have
due regard to the number of children, and to the ability of each
Scction to support an cfficient school, and not to divide towns and
villages the l)opul:mon of which does not exceed four thousand, un-
less by the special direction of the Council of Public Instruction.”

3. A sad tendency obtains in many parts of the Province to
-subdivide and multiply School Sections. The cause of this is found
in the intense desire of the many to have the school-house as near
their own dwellings as possible,

While the Council of Public Instruction acknowledges that this
desire mnay procced from legitimate and even laudable motives, it
cannot be unmindful of the many evils such a course has already
entailed on the cause of Education in this Province.

BExperience has abundantly shown that small School Sections are
the parents of fechle and inefficient sechools. The resources of the
ivhabitants are so subdivided as to render it impossible to establish
schools of high order, build suitable school-houses, or support com-
petent teachers, without incurring a burthen too heavy to be will-
ingly borne.

Such a course, moreover, frequently hampers tho skilful teacher,
Iis school is toe small. "Che wholesome stimulus engendered by
the presence and contact of many minds is wanting ; and the school,
instcad of being an arcna fitted to produco intelectual vigor, is
feeble, dwarfed, aud comparatively lifeless.

There is also nmple evidence showing that in Scliool Sections of
good size, the attendance is not less regular than in thosc of smaller
dinensions. In fact, it is the unvarying testimony of expericnced
teachers that childrea living farthest from tho school-house are the
most regular and punctual 1n attcndancc.—shus confirwing the pro-
verb: * What costs little is valued little.”
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4. If, then, experience shows that among the advantages sc-
curcd by having School Sections of good size, is the increased
ability of the section to purchase a good site for the School-house,
to erect suitable buildings, to procure greater conveniences for in-
struction, to employ better qualified teachers, to bave a full school
by which emulation is begotten,—iu short, to obtain a more power-
ful levverage over the whole matter of tho cducation of our youth
at a less expense to cach individual ; it is highly desirable that our
Province reap the benefit of this experience.

It is therefore carnestly hoped that parties most dircetly interest-
ed will cheerfully furnish every facility for the enlargement instead
of the diminution of the sections.

5

5. In many cases two sections may be put into one, or, it may
be three into two. Wherever this is practicable, every sacrifico
should be made to accomphsh it. Ixcepting 'in densely peopled
settlements, no School Section should be less than three miles in
length, and in thinly peopled settlements, four miles.

Such a division of any county will place the school, if it be cen-
trically located, within & mile and a half of most of the chlldrcn.
while but a-few will bo required to walk two miles. |

In a few countics little will be required to adjust the sectxons i m
many, much ; while in all the nicest economy will bo neoded in
order that the expense incurred may be as small as can well consist
with thoroughness in the work.

6. The Inspcctors shall keep a correct record of the boundarics
of cach School Section, and furnish, from time to time, printed
copies of the same to each Board of Trustecs, and to the Secyetary
of the Council of Public Instruction.

. 7. The Oouncil submits the matter of School Sections to the
careful consideration of the special commission to whom is intrusted
its faithful exccution. After this commission shall have finished
its work, the Act empowers the varions Boards of Commissioners
to adjust the Sections as future exigencies may demand. The
Council submits to them, also, the grave importance of this matter
whenever this exerciso of their prerogative may be required.

I. SCHOOL-HOUSES AND FURNITURE.

1. “If there is'any one house in the district more pleasantly
located, more comfortably situated, better warmed, more inviting
i its genernl appearance, and more elevating in its influences than
another; -that house thould be the School-honge.”—Ceusin. With
thegq sentimentd the Council of Publie Instruction fully b)rmpatlnseq
That every facility may bé had by the people for the realization 'of
these views, the new Act provides for the exeotlon of School-heuses
by assessment.
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2. Ttis belicved that in wany sections the School-houndes are
not at all in keeping with the advanced condition of the section ;
that in others they are tenantable only in sumieer; and that in.
more they are much too small for the number of children requiring
accommodation. The Boards of School Commissiopers are entrust-
od with the special suporvision of the School-houses, and the Coun-
¢il relies on their inanifesting much intercst and zeal in this matter.
In addition to personal effort, the Boards should direct the atten-
tion of the Inspectors to a careful examination of all School-houses
within their respective bounds, and obtain through him, at an early
day, a specific report respecting both their internal and external
azpects. Such a report will be found of great service, also, in
distributing the Provincial grant under the new Act. . +- .
" 8. In the ercction of a School-house ‘the  tw¢. most-important
points to be attended to are 2 suitable site, and the size and com:
modiousness of the building. o S

In reference to the site, care should be taken to see that it is i
& situation of readiest accessibility to the majority of the population
of the section, that it is located at least fifty* yards from the publie
highway, that it is removed from the poisonous influences of stag-
nant pools, and low-lying swampy grounds, that it has a dry airy
position (with a gentle slope and southern exposure if possible,)
and commands as attractive and extensive s prospect as natural
facilitics will permit. _ .

The amount of land set apart for School purposes should not, in
the country, be less than half an acre ;t in thickly peopled localities
not less than a guarter ; and in towns, not less than one-eighth of
an acre,—and whercver it can be procured the length of the lot
should be twice its breadth. . ,

As to the size and commodiousness of the building, provisiod
should be made for one-quarter of the population of the section;
and whatever that number may be, the §chool-houso should be of
‘such capacity as to furnish to each scholar at least 150 cubic feet of
pure atmospheric air, or seven square feet of superficial area, with
ceiling running from 13 to 16 feet in height.

4. The Amecrican mode of arranging the seats in School-houses,
18 now almost unanimously admitted to be the best. (Sce plans.)
By this plan the Teacher is enabled to have his eye upon every
pupil, and every pupil to have his eye upon the Teacher.
According to this method, and allowing for the length either 6 or 8
feet for entrance hall, 4 te 5 feel for Teacher's platform, 4 to § feet
between the platform and the desks, and 2 feet 6 or 9 inches (ac-
cording to the size of pupils) for each desk and seat together ; and
allowing 2 feet for the aisles, from 8 feet 6 in. to 4 feet, in graded
schools for cach desk, and at least 2 feet for divisions betwees

* A greater distance is preferabld. ; c

-+ The Council strongly recommends largor areas, so that there mn;r be ample
room for play-grounds. .
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rows of desks, the following dimensions w111 furmsh accommodnuon
for the number of scholars preﬁxcd : P S

Plans . ( 24 Scholars, 26'X 21 clear, 6 . lw.ll 38 rows of deska,
[\ ' 99 X 21 “ TR 1] €6 u RN TR UR
No.: 1y {36 4’u : ag 2l w ek » u v O T u‘* Rl
Myr 2’ —46 K 35 X2 ¢« 8§ ft hull with smglo dcsks at'
. .~ ¢+ sides, and 3 rows of graded desks in centre,
No 3,—56 . , .. 40 X 27 clear, with clags-room.
Adding 2 ft. 9 in. to the length for every additional row of deska

Where the nuinber of scholars amounts to upwards of ﬁfty, che'e
should be a class-room attached.

5. The preceding are suitable dimensions for mixed schools .
having one Teacher, or, where there is a class-room attached, one
Teacher and an Assistant.. When, however, the number of cluldren

“to be schooled in the Section, exceeds 100, instead of two or more
separate houses, thera should be two or more apartments under the
same roof, with'a corresponding number of Teachers, the whole
being under the control of the Head-master. A fixed grade of at-
tainment should be required of the pupils before they are allowed
to pass out of one department into another, '

For sections thickly settled, this is the cheapest mode. It avails
itsclf of the principle of the division of labor, and turns it to practi-
cal account in school-teaching. It groups together those children
of nearly equal attainments, and thus cnables onc Teaclier to in-
struct a much larger number than if they were not so classified.

It is also more efficient. The Teacher is brought into direct
oontact with the minds of all his pupils during the greater part of
the duy. The course of study is continuous and steadily progres-
sive, not only in the matter of method, and the subjects taught, but
of tcxt-books, and iudeed of all external appliances. Bcsxdes,
there is a constant stimulus preserved, and the younger depart-
ment beconies the steady supplier of the more advanced.

This systemn requires quite a distinet arrangement in the matter
of school buildings.  All the departments must be under the sume
roof, and so constructed thut there may bo cusy nccess from one to
the other.

6. Wa give on separate sheets o few ground plans and cleva-
tions of both these sorts of School-houses. Irom these Teachers
may sclect according to their means and taste.  The style of finish
is plain, but the same plans will admit of whatever degree of orna-
ment the section may desire.  We have drawn the pluny on a large
scale, in order that carpenters in every part of the country may be
ablo to work from them without difficulty.

7. As to the style of desk best adapted to school purposes, we
ireatly prefer the Dawson desk, and the American patent desk.
enches do not afford the necessary support to the body, and, as
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before intimated, #ro not adapted to an cflcciont organization of the
school. They may, however, be used with advantage in class-
rooms. Tho Dawson desk should be made quite open at the sides
and underncath, sc as'to socure both a freo circulation of air, and
enso of ingress and egress to the pupil. - It should be without a
soreen, or high board, in front, having the soat attached to the
dosk,—the whole being vlaced on light iron shoes, and scrowed
firmly to the floor. . : ' :

The patent desk has the scats separate from each other and from.
the desk, while both seats and desk arc supported by light iron
castings screwed to the floor. . This desk has already been mann-
factured in this Province,* and if Nova Scotian_enterprise could
devise some means by which so-great ‘a.couvenience could be
furnished at a price within the ability-ofra:large number of our
schools, it would confer an inestimable blessing upon the: cause of
Hducation, and place the Province under a debt of lasting gratitude.

The desks and seats in every school should be graded, and no
desk should seat more than two pupils. -

1. APPARATUS AND TEXT-BOOKS. "

+ 1. The Teacher cannot do'good work without suitable apparatus,
any more than the mechanic without suitable tools. -~ This apparatus
should be provided out of the funds of the scction, and not left to
the random cflorts of Teachers or of private individuals. A com-
peratively small sum devoted yearly to this object, would, in a short
time, cquip the majority of schools throughout the Province.

2. The following articles should be considered indispensably
necessary :— :
. (1.) Every Common School should have a clock, hand bell, ball-
frame, blackboards,} alarge map of the Province (and of the Coun-
ty if possible), the hemispheres (of large sizel), a terrestrial globe.
dictionary, and gazetteer.

+The patent desk can bo furnished st Truro, at $7. for desk and clairs, The
Dawson desk with iron sides can be furnished much cheaper.

+As School-houses ave being built or repaired, cheap and excellent Black.
bourds can be uwde as follows :—Upon a ¢ seratch coat” of plastering on sawed
laths, lay on cvenly, but without * sinoothing,” a sccond coat one sixth of which
iz Plaster of Puris.—Take lampblack and, atter subjecting it to a sufliciently
strong heat in an iron vessel to free it from oily matter, mix with alcoho! or burn:
ing fluid to a thick paste. Take clean fresh-water sand, lime, putty, calcioed
plaster (rather move plister than puity), and o siandl quantity of flower of ciery s
mix thoroughly, and add cnough of the lampblack paste to make the mortar jet-
black. Lay this upon the ¢ second coat,’” and polish very smooth with tho trowel
These “boards™ will last as long as the building. Thoy should not be ofie?
washed, but cleaned with o lambskin rubber.

+Small maps are of little use in the school-room. At a littlo distance, tho
names of places are illegible and the outlines of countries indistinet; consequent-
Iy classes full into great disorder ju theiv atteropts to decipher them. :
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(2.) Besides the above, an advanced Common®School should be
provided with a large mnap of each Country for the minute study of
its Geography ; Johnston's charts illustrative of Natural Philosophy,
and some apparatus for the same ; instruments for Surveying; and
(if it be taught) instruments for Navigation; and soms Chemical
apparatus., S R it

(8.) In graded schools, the Klementary department should be
furnished with an extensive assortment of pictures for object les-
sons, a ball-frame, the different linear measures, the correct coin-
age of the country, the various weights with a pair of small scales,
a hox of wooden bricks, and models of the more common solids.

- The Preparatory department should be supplied with apparatus
adapted to the best grade of Common or Superior Schools, or such
as may be required to preserve an unbroken connection between'
the kilementary and High School or Academic departments.

The Iligh School, in addition to the principal things laid down
for Common Schools, should have a full set of ancient maps, and
avother of physical maps ; Physiological diagrams, both vegetable
and animal ; a celestial globe, historical charts; adequate apparatus
for Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, Surveying, and Navigation.

3. Trustees should encourage Teachers, and they, in turn, their
scholars, to collect into a small Musoum the curiosities of Natural
History to be found in the neighbourhood. These objects will serve
many purposes of illustration, while the employment will quickea
the powers of observation, stimulate enquiry, and awaken the minds
of all to thg wonders that surround them. The efforts of Teachers
of Academies should, when desirable, bz aided by the funds of the
the scction, in order that a museum containing types of the general
objects of Natural Scienco may be provided both for study and il-
lustration. )

4. Texr-Booxs. The matter of text-books is of even greater
importance than that already considered. To sclect suitablo school
books from the numerous scries now before the public, and recom-
mend the same for gencral adoption, is one of the special dutios
.devolved, by the new Act, on the Council of Public Instruction.

The Council duly appreciates the many advantages arising from
& uniformity of school ﬁooks, and is well aware that to withhold all
‘public money from schools which do not adopt the books recom-
mended, is the only mode by which this uniforihity can be fully
gecured. They do not, however, think it best, at present, to pur-
sue too closely this course. Much diversity of opinion exists among
Teachers and othera on this subject, and the Council does not
feel warranted to disregard the views of those possessing 80 much
experience, They therefore prefer, for the present, to allow Trus- .
tees and Teachers a choice, within certain limits, in reference %o
the sorts of books used. v

5. But whilst the Council makes only this partial restriction at
_present, they wish it to be distinetly understood that in each school
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the same books shall be used in each scparate class or branch of
knowledge. This restriction they belicve to bo necessary in order
to sccure in any school a proper classification of the pupils, without
which, they are of opinion, there can be no thorough and systematie
teaching. .

6. The Irish National Series of books is the only one that al-
rondy has the sanction of the Legislature. This series is now in
pretty general cireulation, and though defective in many respects, it
contains a large amount of valuable practical information, and is
furnished at an exceedingly low price. The Reading series is not,

"however, well adapted, for the teaching of reading.: The selections
abound in unimpassioned narrative and 'didactic . pieces; and are
wanting, ‘o a considerable degree, in the descriptive, the cmotional,
and the imaginative. The Primer and the.two Intraductory Reading
books are ill adapted to beginners, and are far inferior to similar
books of later preparation. Theso three the Council would dis-

- place, and substitute Nelson and Sons’ ¢ Step-by-Step,” and
* Sequel.” The remainder of the Irish series may meet the wants
of a large number of sections not able to purchase the correspond-
ing boolks of the Nelson series. The Council regards the latter
as much better ndapted to the teaching of reading. Many schools
may not require the whole series, but sclections may be made ac-
cording to the attainments of the pupils. .

7. With these notes of explanation, and reserving the right of
adding to or altering as occasion may require, the Council names

“the following as the authorized School Books of the Provinee :—

i, Xxcrisx Reavine Booxs.
Irish National Series, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Books.
Nelson & Sons’ complete series.
Voiume of Irish National Series on Elocution,

2. Srririve Booxs. .
Spelling Book Superseded,

3. Grammar AND CoxreosITION.:
*Nova Scotia Grammwar. - (In course’of preparation.)
Morrell's Analysis, ‘ :
Reid’s Rudiments of Euglish Composition.
Whately’s Rhetorie.

4. Excrisu DicTIONARIES.
Worcester's—all sizes.

8. MaruEmaTICS. ‘

Arithmetic.—Mulholland’s Nova Secotia :Avithmetic. - (Revised and

: ~ enlarged Edition.) - ‘

Algebra.—Chambers’, Greenleaf’s.

(reometry —Ohambers' Euolid.

‘Practical Mothematics.—Chambers'.
Navigatiop.—Norie—Bowditch..

#The Council prefers, for tho present, not to recommend any published Girais
Taar, but o allow local parties their own cholce. :
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8. Wrrrine AND Drawing.

*Miilhauser's sttcm of Writing.
McKiulay's ruled Copy Books and Writing Modcls. '
" in accordance with the above system.
+ Dyce's Outlinés of Drawing.
- Outlines of Familar Objccts, by Art’ Masters in' con-
nection with the department of Science and Art.

7. Grograrny.

“Calkin’s Geography and History of Nova Scotia.
$School Geography of the World, (in course of pre-
paration.)

Maps—‘\IcKm].zy s Maps of Nova Scotia.

Nelsons® Secrics of wall maps, (blue sea.)

Nelsons’ Junior and Scnior Atlases.

. . Johnston's Physlc.d Atlas.
8,'»',‘HIBTORY. ‘
" Boyd's Summary of Canadian Mistory.

Colher 8 School History of the British Empu'e.
Collier's Great Iivents in History.

Chambers’ Ancient, Mediceval, and Modern Hlstory
Liddell's History of Rome.

" Smitl's History of Greece.

9. Scuoor Sincine Booxs,
Acadian Minstrel.
School Sizging Book, adapted to Elementary, Com-
mon, and Academic Schools, (in course of pro-
paration.) .

10. Naturarn Puirosoruy.
~ " DParker's Nutaral Philosophy.
Tate's do.
11. Narturatn Screxce.
Chambers’ Chemistry.
{D‘m.t g Mincrulogy.
Crey's Text Book on ])omt\y;
Patterson's Zoology.
Page’s Text-Book on Gcology ]

[12. Mzwnran Science.

Tfaven's Mental Science.
Whatcly's Logio.
Waylund's Moval Philosophy. ]

$Tho Council does not rrcscriho a knowledge of Mulhanser's System smong
the qualillcations of Tenchers; bur, would urgoe an intinato acquur\mnco thores
with upon ull who give lnstrucuon in pemmanship. 0

$+The Council leaves, for the present, the suljcet of 8 -gencral Geogra, to the
_!'dls..xcnon of ‘Trustecs. § graphy
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13, Ecoxoxic Screxce.. ' :
Dawson's Elements of Aguculbural Chemletry.
Johnston's Cutechism of  do.- -

Comb’s Jilements of Animal l’hysmlagy
' [Wayiand's Political Economy.]
14. - Crissics,
_Grammayrs.—Ldinburg Academy Latin Grammar.

. de. . do. Groek Grammar.

‘Eten Latin Grammar,
do. Urook Grammar, '

Bulliony’ Latin Grammar.:

do..: .. Greck Grammar,

('ompoutwn.-—-Arnold s Greek and Latin Series.”;
CHassical Authors.—THarpor's Greek and Latin Texts

S Rxu mx.-—-mupcrs toxtis havo a beautiful lettcr-prcss, are ncatly boumi ‘and
- are suld at w low prico.

.

. THE COMMON 8CHOOL.

1" The Common Sohool ig tho gmnndwor of our public Bduca-

“tion, and therefore has high claims on our sttontion. - Its design is

10 foster and direct the unfolding of the' youthful ‘mind, and to fit
.t for a rutional manhood and an enlightened citizenship.

In its physical aspect, it should have such a care for the body 28
the inflexible laws of our being render imperative, in order that the
best conditions for the exercise of the intellectuul powers may be
had, and had continuously, and to purpose.

In its intellectual aspect, it should seck to make & well-informed
and intelligent people.  To sceure the former, it must furnish the
pupil with l\uowlu!r'c : and this it strives ‘to accomplish by means
of instruetion. o create the latter, it must cxercisc the powers of

- the pupil’s wind on the knowledge prcscntcd : and this is duca-
tion,

In ity wmoral aspect, \t should aim to make all physical and intel-
leatual activity the product of just motives, to direct mental power
into proper channels, and to mass the sum of the child's encrgios
into one fit and substantial whole~=character. '

These proe chses, morcover, to bo carried to thelr best issuc,
shouid be kept in play simultanoously.” ARNE

2. Three branchoy form the staplo of Common School instruo-

tion “the Mother- 'Jfonguc.‘6 or Language, Amhmnuc. and Wmmg

. A good knowledgo o L-m"uugo implios the fo!lowlng poimu == Reading, wlth

Speliiny, which teaches the sounds, forms, aud sense of its words; Grammar,

. which teaches its constructions and their musual dependence: and (,ompoutwn.
which teaches the suitable expression of thought..
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These are universal in their utility, Being instrumentary branches,
or those by means of which the pupil may unlock the treasure-house
of all knowledge, they must cver, and justly, occupy the first place
in the Common School.  Whatever else it teaches, these must be
taught; and if it does not teach them effectively, it completely fails
to discharge its first’duty to society and to the State. - R
" These branches in tho hands of the skilful Teacher, can be made,
not only to supply a certain amount of knowledge necessary for the
transaction of the general business of life, as well as furnish the
means of securing more kunowledge; but also themselves to become
ominently tributary to a just development and growth of the mental
activities thereby called into exercise. ‘

Laxcvuac, if properly taught, duves more than furnish an inlet to
the world's thought ; it gives a steadily progréssive mental discipline,
It is itself the production, the cxact copy, of thought, at every turn
cxhbibiting principles and .obeying laws, so that in classifying its
‘words, tracing themn under different forms, stripping them of in-
flexional changes and additions, and grappling with its propositions,
the mind is tracing and applying principles under an endless variety
of conditions. Iun this mental exertion lies the power of discipline
gossessed by any subject. IHowever long the school period may

e, the demands of this branch, in its various forms, will increase .
.in proportion as the horizon of the pupil's mental vision is enlarged.

Nuuser takes its place next in rank to Language, as furnishing
a perfect disciplinary process. A few first principles run through
the whole science; a few elementary operations enfold all its rules
of procedure; while the circumnstances in which these rules are ap-
plied, are infinitely various. . .

- Wririxag, viewed as a part of the means adapted to aid in the
study of language, is entitled to share in the educative import-
ance of, that branch.  Viewed as a distinct art it has considerable
educative value. When the components of the character used are
-properly classified,* and the pupil led forward step by step in a na-
tural way, it is well fitted to exercise, and therefore, strengthen,
bath the imitative powers and the judgment. On the handling of
these standard branches, more than upon all others, depends the
intellectual choracter of the school. To make them yield a power-
.ful and comprchensive discipline, implies, however, a rational mode
.of teaching them. Many children may and do gain a somewhat ex- -
‘tensive knowlcdge of these branches, and yet fail to show evidences
«of mental growth commensurate with the means employed. -The
reason is often obvious. The Teacher has failed. to so teach as to
_quicken and call forth the best energies of the pupil’s mind. The
ueans have been mistaken for the end; and hence there is, on the
"I,onrt of the taught, repose and indifference, instead of activity ; and
sloathing, instead of the keenest hunger.

"-‘»*»ﬁo cyitamofqﬁ’lting, perhaps, - so admirably -megts these requirements, as
«Mulhauser's. - : :
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-8. In addition to the subjects named ahove, there should be’
taught in every school a certain amount of general knowledge sait-
«d to early years. This is commonly called ¢ the science of com-~
mon things.” These lessons may be drawn front any of the depart-
ments of real knowledge ;- e. g. the auimals of our own and other
countrics, the products of the soil, the processes of the arts, and the
like. Subjects must be sclected from the visible world because, at
certain stages of udvancewent, the real affords the only means of
drawing forth the pupil's sympathies with knowledge, and of calling
into action his powers of observation and comparison. _
. This mecthod of instruction, graded to the attainmnents of 'tln;
scholars, should form a part of the regular work of the Teacher.
The lessons must, of course, be given orally, and pot through texts
books. ' ’ '

4. 'The Schoo! should impart, also, a certain amount of gupple-

-mentary knowledge. This embraces such as is. essential’ to the
pupil’s personal welfare, and such as becomes him as a future citizen
of & free country.

As a part of the former are included the gencral laws of health;
the design of the scnses, and the manner of using them ; the im-
portance of the habit of attention, and the conditions of its effective
excrcise ; the marks of a sound judgment, and the caution required
iv forming opinions; social duties; ¢the instincts of his animal and
rational nature, their uses, and the contro! to be exercised over
.them ; the feelings to be cherished toward himself, his neighbour,
and his God; the sanctions to virtuous conduct,. both in this life
and in the next.’ ‘ o,

Geography and History form the chief subjectz of the' latter;
viz, that necessary for the general well-being of the citizen. To fit
the children of this Province for the duties of citizenship, they
should be well-instructed in the geography and history of Nava
Scotia and the British North ‘American Provinces, as well as of
Great Britain, Treland and the United States. A knowledge of other
tountries i3 very desirable; but an intimate knowledge of these
i8 well nigh indispensable.  These subjects are generally embodied
in distinet text-books for scparate study; but they should, as for
as possible, be studied in connection. T'he skilful V'eacher will find
no subject offering a more inviting ficld for oral teaching, none
more rich in materials wherewith to supplement book instruction. -

5. The school should also prepare the pupil for enjoyment’ a8
well as for work. Both are alike instinots of his- nature, which
must find their gratification; and .it'is difficult to decide which ex-
erts the greater formative influence upon character..- To meet this,’
provision should be made for the imparting of knowledge apecially
adapted to the cultivation of Sentiment and Taste. Such kuow-
ledge is found in Singing and Drawing. o

The art of Singing should, in cur opinion, form & part of ‘cle-
mentary public instruction.- The place which it should occupy in
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fho devotions of the school 28 wcll us fo fho sorvwos of publio
worship, scems to require it. But whon weé 4dd ‘to ‘this considera-
tion thut it beyond anything clse, fur nishes an elevatmg Tecreation
for‘ the pupil, and in after years for the’ citizon, it seems mdnspen-
g able, - No schoal ‘can so pleasantly perform ‘the work of ‘which it
u! cﬁpnble, xf it lacks'this ‘means of order, dlscxplmo. and Tife, - .
* Drawing as a branch of Common School irstruction designs “to
) ﬁuonto the’ eye to the discrimination ‘of forin, ‘and the hand to its
roproduction.” Beyond the ‘many practical advantages conforrod
" upon those who ‘give attention to thia art, ‘thore - IS called “forth
and ‘chastened a taste for beauty of form. Tt also exerts a direct
hnd ‘boneficial influence on the study ‘of penmanship. Somo’ Comc
mon' Schools in the Province have introduced Outline Drawing ny'an -
integral part of mstmctlon. and it is hoped that tho number of such |
mu speedily increaso.*

V. 'SUPERIOR SCHOOLS.

1. Bya Supcrxor School is meant a Common School of great ex-
cellence. This excellence must be manifest, not only in the accuracy -
with which the memory does its work, but also in the readiness with
Wwhich the pupils apprehend and apply the principles involved in any
branch of study, ‘There must also be that evident quickening of the
‘variéd mental activitics of the scholars from the’ youngest to the oldest,
which results from a correct mode of presenting knowledge, ‘rather
tbnn from knowledge itsclf. To secure these cnds, the organization

of \thc school must “be complete ; and ‘order, obedience, and applica-
hon to, stu\dy, must rule throughout

- 2 To foster such schools, the new Act proudcs $400 for each

ounty, to be divided among not more than four schools. This sum
shall be given in addition to the amount such schools'shall be entitled
to as first class Common Schpols. = Should but one gchool in the
county reach the standing of a Superior School, such school shall re-
ceive the whole grant.

+ 8. 'The Council of Public Tnstruction decms it wise and just to
place this award within the reach of as many scctions as possible.
Thg matter is therefore thrown open to competition.  The following
arc the conditions on which any scction may competo for the’ grant ;—

(l ) The school must not be situate within the same section as a
(‘oumy or Denominational Academy:  (2.) Thoe school-house must
be of ample size for the scction, and in good condition : (See School-
houses.) (3.) The furniture must be of the most approved:paticrn,,

.. & I have nover yet, in the e\:pcnmcnts 1 bnva mndq, mnt \vmx a person .who
“could not lewrn to draw at all; and-n general, Uiere is naatisfactory and uvuilublo
powor in overy one to lewn dxuwln,, 1 he wislics.— Ruskin.



27'
whether of home or foreign monufucture. and arranged in propey or-
der’s (See ﬁur}ulure) (4.)." 'The npparatus myust be suitable an,

¢qual to the wants of the school: (See Appardtus.)’ (5.) - The out-
houses must be commod\ous ond kept neat and clean

) sﬁ ) The Teacher may be e:ther a male or [cmaie, but must bold
8 license of the first’ class-(7 “mist’ ‘deliver dally to ' the \vholg
gchool an oral lesson® on the ‘science of common- thmgs——(S) muﬁQ‘
:;e able to use with effect ‘the Arithmeticon or Ball- frame, and be
well gkilled in the various uses of the Black-board.

(9) 'The school must be in o gtate of complete orgnnuahon, man.
ngcmcnt, and dxsuphne. .

'(10.) " 'The daily average attendance of pupils for the whole term
must be not less than tb:'ty.

4. Any section prepired to compete for the Supcnor-School grant,
muet forward to the Inspector, through its Trusteee, a written ‘notifis
caticn of the same, on or before the 20th day of November or May
in each scheol term.  (See Duties of Inspectors, 1.)

5. The Council indulges the hope that both seétions and Teach-
ers will show a spirit of noble emulation in competing for this grant.
If those who compete one scason fail to obtain it, success may await
them another; while both people ynd Teacher will be largely bene-
fited by the trial. *

~ 6. In the decision the following tests will be rigidly applied :— .

(1 D anv,\(lh Readmg,-——Corrcct pronuncxatxon, ﬂlstxnct ut-
terance, proper pauses, fluency, just expression of the sentiment o
the passage, ‘and full knowledge of the subject-maiter of the piec
read. Spelling,—the rcading 1esson and dictation : the'method pm’su1
ed, and the accuracy of the exercise. “@rammar,—Parsing;’ Anulysxé
and Compogition of sentences, - nccordmg to the grade of scholarg™
the plan udopted end the thoroughness of the work. "

© (29 MarurnaTics.  Arithine{ic,— Ball- frarne, ease and eﬂ'ec g
with which it is used. Tables,—accuracy of memory, and’ know-
ledge of origin and use. Mental Arithmetic,~—accuracy, rcasons fo
the rule, and quickness of work. Fundamental Rules,’ and Slatj
arithmetic generally,—Correctness, rcadiness of "proof, explanation
of processes whether of contraction or otherwise, expedition, “and
gencral neatness of the work. Algebra,~samo as ' slate arithme>
}xc ) Geometry J,—applxcatxon of principles to practical measures
ments,

(8.) Wurina.  Postuto of the pupils, manner of holding the
pen, form and inclination of the létters, spacing, ﬁrmncas, and legl—
bility of ' hand-writing, ‘ueatness of Lopy.Books and’ ease withi',
which the pupils write.

(4 ) GLOGRAI’IXY Knowledge of its essential principles founded.

'flho Teacher should preserve an outline, or gkcleton, of thcso Jcagons, aund
farnish the Inspector an uxammmon of thy papers as he may desirg. -
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upon the use of the Globe, with natural and political outlines of
the hemispheres; a minute acquaintance with any map or maps
in the order Jaid down (sce Z'he Common School), and paper or
blackboard outlincs of the same by the scholars. ) v

- (5.) Hisrory. An accurate knowledge of the history of Nova
Scotia, New DBrunswick, Canada, Great Britain, or of whatever
. country the Geography of which is professed to be taught in the
Bchool.  The outlines of Universal History, as the School may be
able to overtake them.

Rumanrk. History is the complement of Geography. Each is but half-taught
soparately. A historical outline should introduce the map of each Country, and
this outline should be carefully filled in as the geographical lessons proceed. It is
not necessary that the pupils should have a historical text-book for this exercise.
The I'eacher can present vivid sketches of the leading events, and thus more effec-

:;‘x.a.uy than by text-books alone, associate the chief points of history, by contiguity
. place.

It must be distinctly’ understood that the -foregoing tests of the
internal state of the School, have reference not to a few scholars,
~ but to the general average of the whole. :

VI. COUNTY ACADEMIES.

. 1. The new Act encourages the establishment of an Academy in
each County, in which there does not already exist an advanced edu-
cational Institution in the reccption of a Provincial grant.” The
. terms of the grant to these Academies are as follows :—¢ There shall
be granted annually the sum of seven thousand two hundred dollars
towards the support of County Academies, to be constracted and lo-
cated in' accordance with the directions of the Council of Public Iln-
struction, and to be applied as specified in Schedule A.” This Sched-
ule appropriates the sum cf six-hundred dollars to each County
entitled to participate in the grant. -

. 2. The conditions fixed by the Council on which this grant may
be drawn are as follows :—

+'(1.) . Every County Town having not less than one hundred and
twenty-five and not more than two-hundred children of fit age for
schoq), shall provide by assessment a commodious building, with two
large apartments as school-rcoms, end one class-room, according to
plan furnished. (See plan). One of these apartments shall be called
the Preparatory School, and the other the High School, or Academy.
"»'The inhabitants of said Town shall annuelly raise either by assess-
ment or subscription, the minimum sum of five-hundred dollars to--
-ward the payment of salaries. . L
. (2.)  Every County Town' possessing two-hundred and upward
children of proper age for school, shall provide, by assessment, a
‘school-house with three apartments as school-rooms, ard two apart-
ments as class-rooms, with other befitting appurtenances; and shall
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annually raise by assessment or subscription, the minimum sum of
six-hundred dollars toward the payment of sularics, "These apart-
ments shall be called the Elementery, the Preparatory, and the High
School, or Academy. (Sce plan.)

(8 The furniture throughout must be of the most approved put—
tern, whether home-made or imported ; and the desks must be pro-
perly graded. (Sce Furaiture.)

(4.) A fixed amount of attainments shall be rcquu-ed of the pupils
of each department, and an examination had in presence of all the
Teachers, before a transfercnce from one departmcnt to another ean
take place.

(5.) The subjects *aught in the Elementary department shall be
those common to all initiatory or primary schools ; in the Prepara-
} tory, those required of Superior Schools, with the elements of Latin ;
in the High School, or Academy, Mathematics, Latin, Greek, and
- French, the elements of Natural Philosophy and Natural Sclence,
‘with the higher branches of an English education.

(6.) The Master of the Academy shall be Head Master oi the
whole establishment, and no one shall be eligible for such situation
who is not thoroughly acquainted with the graded system of schools,
and can give satisfactory evidence that he is apt to teach. - Ho must
alto be a sound English as well as Classical and Mathematxcal
Scholar. q

(7.) The Teacher of the Elementary department may be exther )
male or female, though the latter is preferable for the sake of the fe-
male scholars who may be in attendance. If the latter she must
possess a practical and intimate knowledge of the manner of con-
ducting primary schools, and be perfectly familiar with the system
of graded schools. Whether male or female, the Teacher must be
capable of giving object and oral lessons, . .

8.  Fach department of these Academics shall be open to both
sexcs; and the High School or Academic department shall also be
open, without charge, to all residing within the county, who may be
able to pass the examination required of Candidates from the Pre-
paratory school.

4. No material ulteration in the'accompanying plans of Academles
shall be made, exccpt that the style of finish, which is plain in the
plans, may be made as ornamental as parties may desire.

5. The Council of Public Instruction offer the geant to ‘County
“Academies, subject to the preceding conditions, to the County Towns,
until the first day of May, 1865. If at the expiration of this period
the offer is not accepted and acted upog, it will be made to villages
or other denscly peopled sections in the counly, under auch re:
strictions as the Council shall deem proper.

- 6. The Superintendent of Education will visit these Insututwnﬁ
r'mually. and report upon theu' condition for the information of the .
Legislature. ‘L



VMl THE NORMAL SCHOOL. ,

T, Thv, like all similgr Institutions, is mamly nnd »pecmﬂy 1.9
tended 'to fit "for ‘the business' of teaching.’ Of all professions’
teaching is one of the most difficult : hence thie nced of special pre:&
paration Civilization acknowledges this need. Accordingly'every
- nation supportmg a popular system of Education, has made provision
whereby this training may be had. Last year the Imperisl Parlia:
ment voted £800,000 sterling, to supplement local and denomina-
tional efforts in the cause of Common School Education. Of this
sum £300,000; were appropriated to the training of a class of prop*
erly qualified Teachers. This Province grants for the furtherance
of: Common Schools about £20,000 currency, Of this sum £823 is
qqueratq amount to_expend in equipping and sustaining 8 Provin-.
cial cstabht;hmcnt devoted to such an iwportant end.

2. By the now Act, the charge of the. Normal School is trans-
ferred from the Board of Directors, to the Couneil of Public Instruc-
tion, 8o that uniformity of action may be secured between it nnd the
: gchools throughout, the Province.

" The Hye-Laws passed by the Directors, appertammg to the mtez-
nal arrangementy of the Institution, remain in force.

8. Refore being enrolled a Student at the Normal School, every
pupil-teacher shall make the following declaration, and subscribe his
or her name thereto :—“ I hereby declare that my object in attending
the Provincial Normal School, is to qualify myself for the business of
teaching; and that my 1ntentxon is to teach for a period not less than
three years jnthe Prov.mce of Nova Scotia,—if adjudged a Certificate
by the ngnpmers In consideration of this declaration, instrue-
noq, stauonery, and the use of teyt- books, (cxcept chssxcal) elmll be
farnished pupil-tegchers, free of charge.

4, Candidates for admission to the Normal School shall appear
bcfore apy of the Examiners to the various Boards of School Com-
mwsxoncrs ; and if they pass a =ntxsfn<.tor) cxamination on the third-
clags 8y] a\mc ¥ they s)mll receive a certificate from the Inspector.
This certificate shall give the holder admission to the Normal School,

and, as under the old Act, entitle Lim to the allowance of three-pence
er mxlc, fqr trayelling cxpenses,  In the case of those who hold
{ICCDSCS \vcn under the new Act, it shall be sufficient to make ap-
phcauon to the' Inspcctor, who shall forward the requisite certifi-
cates to apphcnnts No person shall be admitted to this Institution
as a pupil-teacher, thhout the above-named certificate.

Persons wishing to cnrol as candidates for High School or Aca-
dcmy ctruﬁcntcs must in addition to a good knowledge of Lnghsh
be thoroughl) familiar’ thh the Latin and Greek Grammars, and bé

able to purse with ease any passa"e in some clemcntary \vork in cach

¥1f qualificd, they may be examined en the sccond- or first-clags syll.tbus, omit-
bpg the practica) questions at the end.
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fanguage. ~ Tn Mathematick, they must be ‘competent to'sblvo "an!
example in the Nova Scotia Arithmetic, to work quadratic’equations
in ‘Algebra, and to demonstiate’any propositios 'in the first ‘four books
'of Euclid. X et s ‘

5. "(1.) Under {lio new Act, 'thie ‘Council of ‘Piiblic Tnstructicn
appoints Examiners to the Normal School, who are'to award, at the
close of each session, certificates, or diplomas, to such pupil-teachers
as may be found qualified to receive them. L

(2.) Pupil-teachers who have never ‘taught, shall be required to
attend two sessions, before they can present themselves as candi-
‘Qiites ‘for the first-class diploma; ‘and not ‘then, ‘urless they have
taken the second-class diploma, at the close of the first téri,

(3.) . Pupil-teachers who have taught with a good degree of suc-
cess for five months, and have passed a supcrior examination before
the District Examiner on the second- or firat-class syllabus, as well
us ‘graduates of Colleges, shall be entitled, at the énd f ‘the firdt
term, to present themselves as candidates for the first.class diploma.
o, (4.) Pupil-teachers who enrol as candidates for High School or’
"Academy certificatés ‘must, whatever be their attainments on enter-
‘ing, ‘attend two sessions before they can go before the Examiners to
obtain their diplomas, provided that they do notalready hold the fifst-
“or second-class diploma from “the Normal School. Two sessions at
:tlm'l_east‘wi)l be nceded to ‘bécome thoroughly acquainted’with the
‘practical working of the graded system’ of Schools, and’the ‘best me-
“thod of conducting the same. . : '

6. The Principal, as formerly, may admit pupils not'intending f0
teach, to the number of ten cach term, at the rate of $8 per’scesion-
The funds thence arising shall be used to procurc a Teacher in
Drawing, for whom no remuneration has been provided by law-
Pupil-Teachers shall receive instruction in this, as in other branches,
without charge. '

.. 1. As outline lectures on Natural Scienco, embracing Chemistrys
Minerualogy, Botany, Zoology and Geology, are delivered in this In-
stitution, und special attention given to Agricultural Chemistry with
Vegetable and Animal Physiology, the Principal may admit young
farmers to the advantages of this Course, (us well ns to kindre
‘branches) who arc desirous of obtaining a theoretical knowledge of
their future calling. Practical illustrations touching Horticulture
and Agriculture are given by means of the experimental garden an
Sfurm attached to “the Institution. "Such students shtal] be'admitted
to this course on the payment of a small fec which shall be ‘cxpend-
td on'the improvement of the garden’and farm. N
.. 8.. At the close of cach session, the Principal shall'forward-to the -
.Secretary of the Council of Public Insjruction a report, setting fortp’
the name, scx, age. and residence of each pupil-teacher-enrolled, an!
of cach paying pupil. He shall also forward a list of those awarded.
certificates, with the class of cach; and report generally concerning
the business of the session.
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9. There shall be two sessions of the Normal School in cach
year ; the first commencing on the sccond Wednesday in November,
and closing on the last T hursday in March; and the second com-
mencing on the second Wednesday in May, and closing on the last
Thursday in September. None shall be admitted after the first week
of each term, except in cases deemed satisfactory by the Principal,

VIll. SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

~ Regulations respecting the establishment of School Libraries will
be issued in due time,

IX. METHODS OF SUPPORTING COMMON, SUPERIOR,
. AND ACADEMIC SCHOOLS.

1. The Annual School Mccting of the.Scction is to'be held on
tho lost Tueeday in October. This meeting must make provision
for the support of the School for' the next twelve months, or’for
whatever period it may purpose to support the school during that .
time. (See Time in Session, 1) The Trustees shall make a full
report at this meeting, ¢ as to the state of the School, and the funds
required for its support in the epsuing.year.,” At the first meeting
(Oct. 1864), there bcing then no: lrgal))r -appointed Trustees, the
trustees whom this mcating may clect must‘immediately proceed to
determine the requirements of the School, and th¥sum necessary for
its support during the next’yetr, and repb'}t’forlhw{th to the meeung
Some preliminary ai'mngemcnts on the part of, thoHe most decply in-
terested 'will go tar tmensn(xe the presentatxon 6!' ﬁroper and adequnte
estimates. Je e

2. The Act prohlbxts all ;ﬁymcnt of fees for pupils. All Schools,
Common, Superior, and Academic, are to be maintained either by as-
sessment or subscription, as a majority of the ratepayers present at
the annual meeting may decide. 'When the subscription is not real-
ized by the end of the first quarter, or at whatever time it may be
agreed upon, the Trustees are empowered to raise the balance by
assessment.

' 3. In consequence of this arrangement, every school is declnred
to be free, i. ¢, it i open to every child, rich and poor, in the sce-
tion. This is a noble provision, and one that must be hailed by every .
patriot and philanthropist as the dawn of a. brighter day for our
‘Province. In future it cannot be said that the appalling ignorance
-of the land, is justly laid at the doors of our Legislature. It is ear-
‘nestly hoped however, that evenr the poorest will conscxenhouslyv
‘contribute to the support of the school according to their ability. :
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. 4. If at the annual meeting a majority of the ratcpayers shall de-
termine to raise the entire school expenses for the year by assess-
ment, they shall appoint at the same mceting, three assessorg and a-
"‘collector Having obtained from the Clerk of the Peace the assess-
ment roll for the year, the assessors shall forthwith levy the amount
upon the inhabitants of the scction by an equal rate. ;A list of those
assessed shall then be furnished by the assessors to the callector who
shall, under warrant signed by the assessors, proceed to collect the
sums levied, and pay the same as soon as collected to the Secretary
of the Board of Trustees. - In the case of persons refusing to pay the-
sums assessed, tho collector is to proceed to collect the same accord-
mg to the provision of the Act ¢ Of County Asaessmcnts )

. If the ratepayers at the annual meeting determme to'raise the
sum requxred for the maintenance of the school for. the year, by suby
scription, the Council of Public Instruction recommenda,, that_ the-’

_ followmg course be pursued :— ;

: (L) That the inhabitants of the section then present subseribé.
the sums they purpose to give, and that the Secretary of the Trustees.
visit the abscntces within one month thereafter, to obtain then' sub-
scriptions.

(2.) That the half of said sum be paid to the Secretary by the end
of January ; and the balance, Ly the end of July. . ..

_ (3.) That on the second Wednesday of February, and on the
second Wednesday of August, there be a meeting of the Trustees;
and if they find that the adequate sum is not realized, they, as em-

: {nx EYopuiar way to raise the balance

by assessment. p .
{ & ‘\)y subscnpnon their §

Those who havg Jue proportxon of the
original sum as i nssesye ‘e h qmr to pay any more;
but those who hatie paid V‘ g cnptn, ghall berequired
to make up their ﬁ@ency by.the asseasmx@t yhile those who have
overpaid shall haveN he ”\ﬂ) usg ref C\?e\ , ’

© 6. So many and so~gragtts adv¥intages attendant on sups.
porting schools by assessment rater than by subscription, that the
Council hopes to see the former mode. very generally adopted. The
principle, when viewed in all its bearings, will be found admxrably
adapted to further the best interests of each commumty, and in per-
fect consonance with the principles of equity and justice, as. well as
with the principles and ends of civil government.. . . ;. .

Every Common (and Superior}) School that adopts thls 'mode nt ite
annual mecting, and faithfully carries it out, shall receive one quarter
more Provincial aid direct from the Treasury than if supported by
subscription. This sum fs offered as a premium upon the best modgq
of supportmg Schools.

ot drg ' ad

" #The Coundt! requests that the people and the Trustees m-ange that the eouecté :
or end Sceretary of the Trutsees bo one and the same person:

tAs before stated, it is highly desfrable that the colleotor and secretary of Trué:
rees be one and the same persen. ' In that case, no transfor of money will be needt.d

INot of its spcezle but of itg Common School graut.
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~X:’ 'SCHOOL REGISTRATION:

1. By thls is meant the keeping by the teacher of a fajthful
record of eertam things relating to his pupils. A Register to be
,,complet “should include’ three thinge,—a correct account, (1) of
" iames; ‘ages, dates of admissions and withdrawals ; (2) of average
~daily; weekly, monthly, quarterly, half-yearly and yearly attendance ;
and (3) of the general Progress of the Scholars. Buch registers will
prove of great value, not only to Teachers but to Pupsls, Parents,
Trustees,  and especially to the Province st large since without
them no reliable educational statistics can be obtained.

- 2, Every section shall furnish through its Trustees a well- bound :
’:and substantial School-Register of the form authorized . by the
" Council of Public Instruction, in which the Teacher shall keep an
‘accurate record as directed therein. This Register shall be perma-
nently preserved by the Trustees, and shall at all times be accessible
to the officers and visitors named in the foregomg Act, and to the
mhabxtants of the section. - :

" Resank, Speclmen sheets in paper covers will be fnrmshad gratls by the Su-
‘perintendent of Education to every school at its first session under the new Act ;
and the Teacher shall keep the record of the school in accordunce with such form,

Larger Registers in substantial binding will shortly be prepared, so that cach see-
tion may have no difficulty in purchasing a suitable Book. ‘

XI. TIME IN SESSION, HOLIDAYS, AND VACATIONS.

1. While the new Act requires each section at its annual meet-
ing to make provision for the support of the School for a whole ycar,
or whatever portion of it the section is able to sustain one, it does -
not prohibit a change of Teachcrs during that time. . No Teacher,
however, shall be engaged for a less period than five months. No
portion of the Provincial allowance, therefore, can be drawn unless
the Teacher has actually filled such engagement with the Trustees,
It is hoped, however, that few will engage for less than a year.

2. In order to remove a fruitful source of contention, and to bring
about greater uniformity in our schools, the Council dcems it expe-
dient to lay down the following regulations in reference to the num-
ber of teaching hours, holidays, and vacations :—

(1) The school year shall be understood to begin on the ﬁrst of
November.

* (2)- The hours of teaching shall not exceed six each day, ex-
tlusive of the hour allowed at noon for recreation. The Trustees
may, however, determine upon a less number of hours..

(3) Lvery alternate Saturday shall be a holiday, and each Satur-
day on which the school is in session, shall be devoted to the review

-of the work of the preceding fortnight. Trustees may, if they pre-
fer, allow every Saturday as a holiday.

(4) There shall be threc vacations during the year; viz. Eight
days at Christmas, a week at seed time, and a fortnight at harvest.
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3. All engogements between Trustees and Teachers shall be sub-

- Ject to the foregoing regulations ; and no Teacher shall be deprived
of any part of his salary on account of observing allowed holidays
and vacations. ' o oo

Xli. : DUTIES OF TRUSTEES..

"1, " At the Anmual Meeting in October, 1864, three Trustees must
‘be appointed in each section, At the Annnal Meetings in 1865 and
in 18686, one of the Trustees ‘eletted in 1864 shall go out of office
by ballot ; and at each annual meeting thereafter the first on the list,
i. e. he who has served the longest, shall retire. <'These vacancies
must' be' filled by the appointment of new -‘Trustees.: "Those who
have just gone out of office shall be eligible for re-election provided
they shall consent to serve. - - ’
++ This plan will enable all who are qualified for the office to share
in its responsibilities and labors. - .

The votes taken on this matter as on all others connected with
the school meeting, must be those of householders and frecholders,
These Trustees represent the inhabitants of the section, and transact
all school business in their name and on their behalf. - The interests
of Education cannot. thrive in any section unless these officers effi-

_ciently discharge their duties, Under the old law, the Trustces
§ustly complained that their work was in a great measure undefined.
As a consequence, it remained unperformed, Hence much of past
weakness and imperfection is remedied in the new law, by enlarging
the powers of these officers, and defining more specifically their impor-
tant duties, Sound judgment must be exercised by the various sec-
tions in choosing fit men for this work—men of intelligence, of busi
ness habits, and of educational zeal, n

2. It is required that the Trustees at the annual meeting give i
w report *“ as to the state of the school and the funds required for its
support in the ensuing year.” (See Methods of Supporting Schools.)
3. The Trustee whose name is first on the list shall, at as early
a day as possible, call & meeting of the Trustees for the appointment
of a Secretary, and for the transaction of any other business which
the law may direct. . . '
This secretary may be either one of the Trustees or some other
person in the scction. Ile ig to receive & commission of five per
- cent. on all school moneys collected by him. ‘The Trustees shall
furnish their secretary & well-bound blank book of good size, in
which a correct record of all the school matters of the section shsll
. be made, and carefully preserved as n:part of its authentic School
History. . : ek
Since so much dependes upon the -gecretary, it is hoped that no
p;}ins will be spared to secure the services of the best man for the
‘office.
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4. As soon as practicable after their election, the Trustces shalf
take possession of and hold as a corporation all the achool property
of the seetion. For this purpese an inventory should be carefully
made out and preserved; and a copy of the same presented to the
teacher at the beginning of his engagement,—he being beld respon~
sible for any damage, except unavoldable wear, that may be done’
during his term of scrvice.

5. If the Board of Commlsswners acting in accordance with
what hgs been set forth concerning school-houses, (see ¢ School~
houses”) shell declare that 2 new School-house is necessary, the
Trustees shall forthwith take proper steps for the erection of such &
house,—-—se}ectmg the design most suitable for the section, letting
out the work by contract, and raising by assessment in the regular 1
way the sum reguired.

6. Whenever the school-house shall need repam, the gecretary

of the Trustees shall take immediate steps to put ;t in a tenantable
and serviceable condition. To the secretary, also, is specially com-
mitted the work of providing and arranging the fpeniture, apparatus,
put-houses, and fuel,
:+-No trouble should be apared by the secretary to dlseharge these .
duties with promptness and liberality, since both the comfort of the: .
Teachers and Scholars, and the general prosperity of the School de-
pend so largely thereon.

7. 'The Teacher is selected and engaged by the Trustees. . They
pledge him on behalf of the section the payment of & certain salary,
The amount of salary will depend in a good degree upen the class
of Teacher engageds. Both male and female Teachers are divided
into three classes. . ‘The relative proportion of the Provincial grant
received by each- class is stated in the Act. (See clause 18). For
scale fixed for female teachers, see *“ Duties of Commissioners,” (8).
The law instructs the €ommissioners to distribute to the three classes
in each group, their respective porportions of the public funds, sgr
that Teachers of the same class shall receive at the same rate. It
seems but proper, therefore, that, as the very lowest scale, the peo-
ple should pay, irrespective of Provincial Aid :— .

£ 1st. Clasg $240 | Tst Clwes $180 ..

T:f:ﬁ,, { 2nd ,, $180 [ ¥ emele {m n 8120,

€. Teard o,y $120 } 8d. ,, $ 90

1 Thu, in our opinion, should be the minimum emolument from the
section. - The Council' does rot, however, for a moment suppose’
that sections. able %o-raise larger sums, will fpil to do s0; as by this
_‘'means alone, the services .of the best TPeachers can be secured.
Every Toacher should recgive whatever his services will command -
in the educstional market. Let section vie with section in pros
viding & eompetency for the worthy Teacher, and soon thers will be
" found no lack of the best talent of the land in the teaching profeseion,-

' 8. A relation being established between the Trustees and the
Teachor, it becomes the duty of the former on behalf of the people

Teaehers,
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to sce that the scholare are making sure progress, that there is life
in the school both intellectual and moral,—in short, that the great
ends sought by the education of the young are being realized in the
section over which they preside, " All may not be able to' form a
nice judgment upon its intellectnal aspect, but none can fail to esti-
mate correctly its social and moral tone. While the law doesnot
ganction the teaching in our public schools of the peculiar views
which characterize the different denominations of Christians, it does
instruct the Teacher ¢ To inculcate by precept and example a respect
for religion and the principles of Christian morality.” To the
I'rustees the people must look to see thejr desires in this respect, 80
far as is consonant with the spirjt of the Jaw, carried into effect by
the Teacher. = - T R ’

‘That the Trustees may be thoroughly familiar: with these internal
aspects of the school, the law strongly recommends their'visiting
the ‘school four times in the course of the year, and urges their at-
€endance at the semi-annual examinations. By visiting in rotation;
a monthly visit may be had. This would require on the part of
each, one visit a quarter. The encouragement and stimulus thus
given both to the Teacher and the taught would be incalculable.

It is also very important that the Trustees be present at thé
achool during the Inspector’s visitation.

9. Every school being free to all the children in each section,
there remains no hindrance to a universal popular education, but
through the indiflerence or selfishness of parents, . This exists to an
alarming extent. ' oo

It is epecially incumbent on the Trustees as well as on the Teach-
er to see that all parents are aware of the boon now placed within
their reach, and fully alive to its value; and to secure the largest
and most regular attendance possible. If every Board of Trustees
determines that every child within the bounds of the section shall at
{cast be able to read, write, and cypher, some future census will
bear imperishable testimony to their faithfulness and zeal.: .
" 10.  The Trustees must prepare a true return of the state of the
achool according to the form prepared by the Superintendent, and
forward the same to the Commissioners at the close of each half year:
“The forms furnished wili be minute, and every Board of Trustees is
expected 10 use every exertion to hdve them accurately filled up.

‘These returns must form the ground work of all our educational
statistics.” Heretofore these statisticy have -been unreliable; but
henceforth the Register of the Teacher will form the chicf source
whence they must be drawn ; and Trustees must during their school
visits, satisfy themselves that such Register is being properly kept.
The Returns of the Trustees being found reliable, we may know ou?
conditien in this depgrtment of the common weal, and be able to
adopt such measures ac shall best meet the exigeneies of this branch
of the public service.

11, To discharge the foregoing duties with diligence.and faith-
fulness, will require no small amount of labor.. . But when we call to
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mind the object in view, and the important interests that hinge -
thereon, it cannot fail to be scen that such an object is amply entitled
to it all. Besides, provision is made for the retiring of one of the
members of this Trusteeship annually.

Xiil." DUTIES OF EXAMINERS.

We shall speak elsewhere concerning the appointment and re-
quisite qualifications of these officials.  (See Duites of Commission-
ers, 4.) Their business is to examine and classify all applicants for
Ticenses according to forms preseribed by the Coxmcif7 of Publie
Tnstruction. The exercise of much judgment and discretion will be
required of these Examiners. If, in the discharge of their high
duties, they shall place themselves in sympathy with the efforts now
put forth to leaven the youthful mind of the Province with a sound
education, no provision of the ncw Act will do more to elevate the
tone, and quicken the life of popular education, than the appoint-
nment of these officers.  The following are the qualifications which
tho Examiners shall require of all applicants for licenses »—

S$YLLABUS OF EXAMINATION.
1. Female Candidates—Class, III.

Laxcuace: Reading—To read a passage in prose, and another
in verse, with 2 distinet utterance and due attention to the punctua-
tion. o

Spelling—To spell correctly any ordinary seutence dictated by
the Examiners. :

2. Grammar.—1. *¥To parse easy sentences and apply the rules of
Syntax. :2.:To have some general knowledge of the construction
and various medifications of simple sentences. :

- REMARX.~The order pursued in parsing should be, from the general to the par~
ticular, as in the following model :(—

Word. | Class.| Sub-Class. Inflexions. Syntax. Rule of Syntax.

. Boys | Noum] .Com. Mas. gend., {<of the pro-| j a proposition.
Nom. Caso. position. must be in the
) Nom. Case.”

( Activa Voice, gAgrees with| (**A verb must

“love |Verb. fTransitive, i Ind. Mood, its subject,| ) agree with its

gl’lu., 3rd Pers., %’I‘ho subject] ( *“Tho suhject of

-Regular, Pres. Tense, | (“‘Boys.” | subject in num-
Plu. 3rd Perxs. ber and person.”™

i Limits the| {** Anoun orpro-
g Sing. 3rd. Pers.| { action ex-|{noun used: to

. n&véiﬁi Noun.| - Com. ° Necut, gend., pressed by | ) limit the action

Obj., Case, tho verb |[) ofaTrans. verb,
R . ‘love.” must be in the
Obj. Case.”

Arrraumeric—To be thoroughly acquainted with the following :—
:(1.) The Arithmeticon or Ball-frame, and its use in illustrating
the fundamental rules. .. .- : :
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(2.) All the Arithmetical Tables in use in the North American
Provinces, with their application to cogmercial Arithmetio. .

(8.) *Arithmetio to Reduction inclusive, with the principle in-
volved in Decimal Notation, and with the differont methods of proof,
—n3 laid down in the first and second parts of the Nova Scotia
Arithmetic. o

Wrrring—*To write a specimen of the penmanship used in set-
ing copies of text-hand and small-hand, and to be able to give
tolerable instruction in penmanship. L o

Grocraruy.—(1.) ¥To know well the Geography of Nova
Scotia. (2.) *To answer ' general questions concerning the lines
used on maps. (8.) ¥To answer leading questions concerning the
great natural divisions of the earth: N N

Historv.—To be well acquainted with the History of Nova
Scotia. e ’

" *1. To explain with some facility the subject-matter of any com-
mon reading lesson. . « : :

2. Female Candidates— Class, II.

Lanbuace: Reading—To read a passage in prose, and another
in verse, with dis‘inctness, fluency, and due attention to the puno-
tuation. . . N R .

Speliing.—To spell correctly any ordinary sentence dictated by
the Examiners. 2. To know and exemplify the proper use of oapi-
tal letters. 3. To know and exemplify the properuse of the period
in punctuation.

Remarx.—~The passage dictated by the Examiners should be such as to bring
ons in a single Exercise the Candidate’s knowledge on these points.

Grammar.—1.% To have a thorough knowledge of the classifica-
tion and inflexion of words. 2. To analyze any Simple sentenca.
3.*% To parse any ordinary sentence, and apply the Rules of Syn-
tax. See form of parsing under Class I11. -

Composition.—1.* To correct simple examples of the wrong nse
of words. 2.* To write plain prose on a given subject. :

Marnenmarics,—To have o thorough knowledge of the follow-
ing :— .

gArithmcu'c.—l. The Ball-Frame and its nge. "2. All the Arith-
metical Tables used in the British Provinces, with their application
to commercial Arithmetic; also, those of ¥ngland, Uniteg States,
and France. 3.* The Rules and application of mental and slate
Arithmetic as far as Interest, as contained in the Nova Scotia Arith-
metic; and to be able to illustrate all the Rules, by means of ob-"
jeets. ' SO

Algedra.—*The Fundamental Rules of Algebra.

- Weiting.—*To write a firm, plain hand, both text and small ;
and to know well the principles of penmanship.

Groerarry.—1. *To be able to draw from memory an outling .
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map of Nova Scotia, with the mountain ranges and chief rivers dls~
tinetly marked.

2.* To answer questions about the physical and political Geo-
graphy of the British North American Provinces, aud any gencral
questions concorning the hemispheres.

3.% To uuderstand tho use of the globe sufficiently to illustrate
thereby the succession of day and mght, and of the scasons,

History.—*To be familiar with the histories of Nova Scotm,
and Great Britain.

1.* Point out the means to be employed for exciting to diligence
in study and for sccuring good order and obedicnce,  2:% Set forth
the expedicnts you would adopt in teaching the following :—(1.)
Reading, so as to secure the qualities of distinetness and ﬂuency
(2.) Grammar and Arithmetic to beginners.

8. Female Candidates—Class, ).

Lavcuace: Reading—1.% To classify the letters of the alpha-
bet according to the organs of specch employed in uttering them.
2. To give the powers “of the letters. 8. To read a passagoe in
prose and another in verse as in Class II and with just ‘expres-
sion,—or with that modulation and that mﬂean of the voice which
will bring out with proper effect the true meaning of the piece.

RLMA‘RK ~—This exercisc must be so performed as to leave no doubt, in the
mind of the Examiner, concerning the Candidate’s fitness to conduct Rcutunou
or Rhetorical exercises,

Spelling.—To spell correctly any sentence dictated by the Ex-.
aminers, exemplifying in the same exercise the proper use of Capital
letters and the principles of Punctuation.

- QGrammpar.—1.*—To classify grammatically any promiscuous as-
semblaga of words, and assign the reasons for such classification.
2.* To analyze any simple or compound sentence. 3.* To parse,
as in Class 1I. 4.% To cxplain the structure of English verse and
scau readily any of the four ordinary measures,—JIambie, Trochaie,
Dactylic, Anapuestic.

Composition.—1.¥*—To give an abstract, or outline, of any piece
sclected by the Examiner.  2.% To convert n piece of poetry into
tho order of prose, and to paraphrase parts of it. 8.* To explain

{IOf the principal figures of speech.

ATHEMATICS.— Arithmatic.—To have a complete knowledge of
the following :— |

1,~The DBali-Frame and its use. 2.=~All the "arithmetical
Tables in use, with their application to'commercia! arithmetio.
3% The rules of mental and slate arithmetic as far as Exchange, -
as contained in the Nova Scotia Arithmetio, with their apphcatxon.

Algebra —*To the end of Simple Equauons !

* Qeometry.—*The first Book of Huclid. .

Writing.—*To write a firm current hand, and to be able;to
teach with much facility the principles of Penmansh:p i
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.Boox-Krering.—*Book-Kecping in its simple and elementary
form.

GeoerarPHY.~1%—To draw, from memory, an outline wmap of
England. The mountains, chief rivers, and scaport towns to be
distinctly marked. ' A

2.%—To answer quostions respecting tho physical and political
geography of Britiﬂl North Amorios, Iingland, and United Stutes.
3.% T'o understand thoe uses of the Globe. 1

IlisTory.—*To have a minute knowledge of the History of
Nova Scotia, and Groat Britain, :

Remark.~Tho outlines of Universal H!Btory’ h.re not requiréd in this Examinar
tion but are strongly urged upon the attention of cu.nd!datea.

: 1*—To write notes of Examination on any given reading lesson,’

adapted to scholars six, nine, and twelve years old.” 2.¥ T% _

answer questions on the proper cxpedients to be used in giving in- .
struction in reading, spelling, grammar, and gcography.

. 4. Male Candidates—Class,111.
The same as required of Females—Class, IT.

5. Male Candidates— Class, IT..
_Sume as Class, I-—~Females.

- 6. JMMale Candidates—Class, I.
Languacr—TReading.—1.¥—To show what alphabetical combi-
nations always. represent simple sounds, and how this should be
taken advantage of in teaching children to read, (as th in this.)
2. To give with accuracy and easc the powérs of the letters.
4. To read a passage in prose and another in verse, with correct
pronunciation, - distinct witerance, proper pauscs, fluency, ‘and 8
Jjust expression of tho sentiments of tho passage.; «
ReMARX.~—So¢ Rem. under Female Cundidates—Cilass L., 8.

Spelling.—Samo as Class, I1. ; and to exemplify the correct use
of quotation points. '

Grammar.—1.* To show the clements of the English language,
and give the proportion of each. 2.% To present, with reasons
in full, the grammatical classification of the words of our language.
3.* To present examples of simple, complex, and compound sen-
tences, and analyze any given sentence. 4. ¥To parse in tabular
form any sentence.

Reuarx.—Sce Tabular Form given in Remark Femals Candidates—Class 3.

5. *To explain any of the following :—motre. -quantity, accent,
feet, ceesural pause, and rhyme. 8. To sean with accuracy and
eage any ordinary form of English verse. : CarE

REMARK.—An acquaintance with the grammar of any other Langunge will bé
considered as enhancing the standing of - Candidates.
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: C’omposztzon —1.%." To! convert a piece of - Poetry richly florid
into prose severely chaste. 2.* To explain the nature and advan-
tages of figurative language, and be well acquainted w1th the prin-
cxpal figures of speech. . cah

- MATHEMATICS. —-Arzthmehc —1. The Ba.lLFrame and 1ts use,
: 2 * To solve any sccount in Commercial Arithmetic.

Algebra.¥*—To work any example, to the end of quadratxo equa-
tions.

Geometry.*—To demonstrate any proposition in the first four
books of Euclid.

Practical Mathematics,®* —To be well-versed in nght- zmd
oblique-angled Trigonometry, the Mensuration of surfaces, and Land
Surveying,—as given in Chambers’ series or an equivalent.

Navigation.—To have a good knowledge of Navigation. :

Natural Philosophy.¥*—To have a tolerable knowledge of the
elements of Natural Philosophy, especially of Mechanics. -

Writine.—Same as Female, Class I. !

Book-Keerine.—To understand Book-Keeping by single entry.

. Geograruy.—1.* To draw, from memory, an outline map of
any of the Continents, with the mountain ranges and great rivers
accurately marked. 2.% To have a good knowledge of general
geography, and a very completc knowledge of the subjects given
1 Female, Class 1. 2.

History.—*To be well versed in the history of the British North
American Provinces, and Great Britain, and to possess an accurate
knowledge of the outlines of Universal History.

CneyistrY.—To be able to teach the leadmg prmcxples of Agri-
cultural Chemistry.

1* To show what is meant by an abstract of a lesson, and how
pupils should be trained {o write such abstracts. 2¥ To describe
the spelling lessons adapted to the first, sccond, and third divisions
of & Common School, and show how cxercises in Dictation may be
most expeditiously and effectively corrceted. 3% To draw wp a
Time-Table for use in a miscellancous school under given: circum-
stances,

ReEMARK.~By a time-table is meant a scheme shewing the allotment of time to
each branch taught in the School.

7. CouxTYy ACADEMIES.
Ilead Master.

Lavovaor: Reading.—Same ns required of Male, Class, I. 4

Spelling.—1. T'o spell any word of fixed orthography and in com-
mon use, that may be dwtated by the Kxaminers. 2. To spell cor-
rectly the written exercises embraced in this syllabus.

English Grammar.—1.% To know the history of the English lun-
guage. 2. To have a most intimate acquaintance with English
Grammar, in all its departments, especially the construction of son-
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ténces, or analysis.” 3.* To be be well skilled in the mechanism of
English Prosody. - 4. To punctuate correctly - the examination
papers. s - , . .

Composition.—1. To answer any questions concernipg the follow- -
ing :—(1.)* The essential elements of 2 good style.*- (2.) *The dif-
ferent kinds of style,” (3.)¥ The nature, use, and classification of
figurative language. (4.)* The different kinds of Composition.

2.* To write a Critical examination of a given passage. -

Marnemarics.—To stand a satisfactory examination on the fol-
lowing :— _— e

1% Arithmetic; 2.* Algebra, Chambers or Greenleaf; 3.% The
first six. Books of Euclid; 4,* Practical Mathematics, as given in
Chambers, or an equivalent; 5.* Solid and Spherical .Geometry ;
6.% Navigation, as contained in Norie or Bowdiich. - Also, *Na--
tural Philosophy and Astronomy. o ’

Wariting.—As in Male, Class I.

REMARK.—The Council is of opinion that Mulhauser’s system of writing s
worthy the carcful attention of Teachers. N . Co

Boox Keerine.—Tc be able to teach Book-keeping, both by
double and single entry. :

GroerarHY.—1. To possess a minute and comprehensive know-
ledge of Geography,—*Mathematical, “Physical, and Political.

. Rexarx.~The cxamination on this branch must embraco the uses of the Globe.

2. To have an accurate and extensive knowledge of Ancient
Geography. ;
Hisrory.—To know accurately the following :— o

1% Tull outlines of Universal History, and the leading ecvents
under each period.

2.* Grecian and Roman History.

3.* History of Great Britain. N }In detail., ;

4.* History of British North American Provinces. :

Priysrovoey.To know the leading features of Animal and Vege-
table Physiology. o

Crrestrsery.—%To be proficient in Chemistey—Inorganio and
Organic—especially in its application to agriculture.

Crassics.—To know thoroughly the Latin and Greek Grammars,
and be able to translate and parse accurately the following:—

1. Latin.~Caxsar—*DeBello Gallico, Books 1. II. ITI. Horace
—Odes, Book I., and *Ars Poetica; Virgil—Aineid, Books, I. I1.
IIL.; Livy—Book, I; Ciccro—two orations; Tacitus—*Agricola-

2. Greel.—Xenophon—* Anabasis, Books, I. IL. ; Memorabilia: -
Book, I.; *Homer—Iliad, Books, I. II. III. . Euripides—*Al-
cestis. e

3. To answer questions in Latin and Greek Prosody, and to scan
with correctness and expedition any of the preceding portions ©
Virgil, Horace, and Homer. e .

4* To translate Knglish into Latin and Greek.. -
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1¥* Deseribe the steps nocessary to secure the thorough organi-
zation of a School, and the benefits flowing therefrom,

2.* Why should more importance be attached to the Method of
Teaching than to the thing taught? .

3.* Write out notes of an oral lesson on any subject illustrative
of the Scicnce of Common things. (Subject to be selected by the
Examiner.) o

4.* In what ways may wholesome cmulation be encouraged. in
exciting to diligence in study ?

8. DirecrroNs To ExAMINERS.

1. The answers returned to questions on any subject marked with
a star (¥) in the preceding exercises, must be on paper. This does
not preclude any oral answers the Examiners may require of Can?
didates on any subject named in the syllabus. Examiners shall file
and preserve the Examination papers, and furnish the Superin-
tendent an inspection of the same whenever he way desire.

- 2. Suggestions as to the mode of conducting examinations, will
be forwarded to the Examiners by the Superintendent.-

LIRS

XIV. DUTIES OF INSPECTORS.

1. A systematic inspection of schools is essential to their life and
growth. By it a wide-spread educational spirit is begotten and
maintained. If efficiently performed, local parties are made alive to
their duty and interest,—especially Trustecs, Teachers and Schoiars.

2. Different countries pursue different plans to bring about a
thorough system of inspection. Some employ. few' Inspectors, hav-
ing large territories, and receiving large salaries; others adopt a
mode the reverse of this,—each -seeking to operate according to its

" educational condition and external circumstances. All, however,
agree that a system of Inspection is indispensably necessary for the
maintenance of an efficient system of education. The want of sys-
temativ Inspection has heretofore seriously deranged our educationa)
machinery, and rendered our best efforts comparatively abortive.

+ 8. The new Act secks to remedy this serious defect by the ap.
pointment of cightcen Inspectors. Thus each county has one Inspec-
tor : and this, when we take into account our present transition state,
local peculiarities, and the migratory habits of our Teachers, is, per-
haps, the mothod best adapted to our present wants, ., -
. 4,.1 These Inspectors.are Clerks of the local Boards of Schoo)
Commissioners within the several Counties. .This arrangcment effects
a great: saving of expense .in connection with the,whole mafter of -
School Inspection. Under the old Act there were paid to the Clerks
‘of the severgl Boards about $2,800, with comparatively little éduca-
tional benefit accruing, - This sum is now paid to the Inspectors
upon whom devolve the duties of the clerks, as well as those of
school Inspection...:The: actual expenditure, therefore, incurred to -
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obtain efficient men for School-Inspection is about §3,000, or, $3,200,
~a small sum when we consider the benefits that must accrue to
the Province at large. This sum docs nbt diminish the common
school grant: but is paid from the Provincial Treasury. -t :. .,

*.§. The following is an outline of the duties of these Inspectors :—
* “(1.) To be one of the commission to revise the School-Sections 7
(2.) To be one of the examining committee: (3.) To act as clerk
of each School-Board within the county, and to draw from the Pro-
vincial Treasury all moneys passing to the same ¢ (4.) To inspect half-
yearly each school within the county s (5.) To report to the Commission~
ers, half-yearly, upon the condition of the schools in conformity with
instructions received from the: Superintendent: (6.) To . furnish
T'rustees and Teachers with such information respecting the opera~
tions of the new Act, and the performance of their duties, as they may
require : (7.) To have the charge and management of all Schoql Books
belonging to the Board : (8.) To promote the advancement of educa~
tion by holding public-meetings 5 (9.) To diffuse such information
as shall promote the improvement of School-houses, and all apper.
taining thereto: (10.) To report to the Council of Public Instrucs
tion the results of examination of Superior Schools: (11.) To see
that poor and scattered sections are enjoying the special advantages
of the new Act: (12.) Generally to aid the Superintendent in carry-
ing out & uniform system of Education. . - .. , |

6. Such is a mere enumeration of these officers’ duties.’ They
are at once weighty and responsible, and demand for their faithful
discharge soun(1g attainments both literary and professional. -

The finest points in all the branches of a common-school educa«
tion, as well as the end of education itself, and the fit means for at~
tuining that end, require to be practically known and appreciated in
order to determine with confidence whether a achool is well or ill
taught, and to be able to point out any defect and suggest the pro-
per remedy. These officers require, also, to be familiar with sl
matters of detail relative to school-premises, ‘school-organization,
classification, appropriation of time,—in short all that pertains to
both the external and internal of the school. They should have, too,
full sommand of their time, that thcy may be able to spend at least
three hours in cvery school twice during the ycar, In a majority of
Counties, this would occupy five or six months, irrespective of the
time that must be devoted to the other duties of the office. ., .. .

7. Ih testing the Schools which are eandidates for the Supe
rior-8chool grant, the Inspectors mey call in the aid of the Examin-
era, <Two visitations of such Schools should be had,—one early iz
the term, and another noar its ¢lose, ; The Inspectors shall as soon
gs practicable submit the results.af their examimations of these
schools to the Secretary of the Council of Public Instruction, ;. .- ;
8. . Until the last of October next, the Inspectors will be engaged
in visiting all the School Sections, that they may learn the educa-
‘tional peculiarities and conditions of each section, meet Trustees and
Teachers. acquaint themselvey:with the schools, and;kold publi€
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meetings for imparting correct information concerning the requires
ments of the new Act. This visitation being made, the committee
for revising the sections—of whom the Inspector is one—will enter
upon its work. Next November, the Inspectors will be prepared to
enter into a full examination of the internal condition of the schools,
" Specific instructions for the guidance of the Inspectors, will be
usued by the Supermtendent.

XV.: DUTIES OF COMMISSIONERS.

1.. The plan of local Boards is still preserved. A paid agent—
the Inspector of S8chools—will enable the Commissioners, more suc-
_cessfully than formerly, to become important suxiliaries in furthenng
the best interests of Common School Education. S ‘

*+' 2. After theBoards of Commissioners are appomted‘under the
new Act, the first named in the several commissions shall call meet-
inga of the various Boards for the appointment of chairmen to act till
the regular meeting in May, and for the appointment of Examiners,

" 8. Boards of Schocl Commissioners will be appointed for the
several Counties and Districts as under the old Act. In Counties
having but one District each, the Boards mect on the first Tuesday -
in May and November. The following are the times of meeting fixed
by the Council of Public Instruction in Countics having more than
one School District each ;—

First Tuesday in May and November : Halifax City, Lunenburg,
South Queens, Shelburne, Yarmouth, Digby, Annapolis West, Hants
West, Colchester, Cumberland, North Picton, Guysboro’, South In.
verncss.

. L'hree days later than the preceding Boards : Halifax West, North
‘Queens, Barrington, Argyle, Clare, Annapolis East, Hants East,
Stirling, Parrsboro’, South Pictou, St. Marys, North Inverness, Ches-
ter.

Second Tuesday in May and November : Halifax Enst, New Dublin,

Halifax Shore, thrce days later than Hulifax East,

4. The Chairman of the Board is one of the Commission ap.
pointed to revise the Scctions. The deputy-surveyor of Crown
Lands, who acts in conjunction with the chairman of the Board, and
the Inspector of Schools, in this revision, will be appointed by the
Council of Public Instruction. 'Where therc are two or more Boards
in a County, the chairman of each Board will act, in the above Com-
mission, within the territorial limits under his jurisdiction,

« §, Each Board appoints a committce to examine and liconse
Teachers.- This committee is to consist of three members, one of
whom must be the Inspector of the County. The other two may be
sclected from the members of the Board, or from the District at
large.. From whichever sourcc derived, they must be men of high
literary and professional attainments. They will be required not
only to examine and classify applicants for all grades of the Common
Schools, but also to examine all applicants for High Schools or
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Academies. The proper discharge of this duty implies large mathe-
matical and classical knowledge, as well as clear views as to what
constitutes an efficient Teacher, together with a thorough knowledge
of the orgamzatxon and management of Schuols, both mlxed and
graded.” (See ¢ Duties of Examiners.”) : :

6. The distribution of the Provincial grant is another and im-
portant duty of the Commissioners. -Under the old Act, this duty
was very \mperfect]y performed, owing to the vagueness which cha-
racterized its application to the circumstances of individual Schools.
Commissioners, moreover, could not be expected to know the pecu-,
liar claims of\each section, or the extent of its worthiness or unwor-
thiness to share in the public grant. Hereafter the Inspector will
supply this knowledge,—thus guarding the interests of thc Provmcc
and advocating the just claims of the people. S

The new Act lays down three criteria of decision :—a * smtable
school-house” in sections able to bulld one, the class of the Teach-
er’s license, and the report of the Inspector. Thesc if honestly ap-
plied will disclose the worthiness of the section, the scholarship of
the Teacher, and his &bility to educate the young,—and these are
sufficient. Some would add the number and average attendance of
the pupils. But while this scems proper in the case of Superior
Schools, it might be unjust to reward or punish the great body of
Teachers for that over which they have so imperfect control, And
" further, the.fact that all schools are free, taken in connexion with the
capabilitics of the Teacher, the supervision of the Trustees, and tne
visitations of the Inspector, causes us to believe that this object will
be as fully secured as is possible without resorting to compulsory
measurcs,

Distributing the provision for the poorer sections is an important
duty entrusted to the Board. The Act instructs the Commissioncrs,
on such terms as they may decide, to apply one-fifth of the whole
sum granted to Common Schools, to aid * poor and scattered sec-
tions,” in addition to the amount to which they may otherwise be
entitled. This is an admirable provision, and if wisely carried into
effect, will be fraught with good to the whole Province, The In-
speetor ought to bo fully able to furnish such information ‘to the
Board as will sccure to deserving sections a just share of this grant.
In many localities, a portion of this money can be judiciously ex-
-pended in procuring the services of itinerant Teachers. No portion
of the District need be denicd a School.. The different Boards must
see that the law, in this matter, is faithfully carried out.

The Commissioncrs shall also prepare a list of such Schools as ar®
entitled to the Bonus of twenty-five per cent., and instruct the clerk
to draw the gross amount from the Provincial Treasury, and to pay
the same as soon thereafter as practicable. This Bonus shallnot bé
given to such sections as may resort to assessment to meet deficien-
cies arising from the failure of subscnptxon. (See Methods of Su}"
porling Schools. 6. )

7. The Commissioners at their meeting in November, 1864 shall
disburse the Provincial grant according to the provxswna of the 0}
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Act., Inspectors shall be allowed their eommission on the common

school moneys, and the payment of actual expenditure for stationery

within $20; but the Boards shall allow out of the commission of
five per cent. any just claims of the late Clerks, . . R
At their meeting in May, 1865, the disbursement shall he made

under the New Act.  The following will show the order of procedure’
with moneys claiming the attention of the Boards under the pro-.

visions of the new law ;— .
(1.) The accounts of the Commission for revising the sections,
the Examiners’ accounts, and the Inspector’s, for half-yearly visita-
tions actually made to the schools, are to be approved by the Board
end paid from the Provincial Treasury. :
..(2) In distributing the Common-School grant :—Sections able
to build suitable school-houses, but failing to do so, must be ex-
cluded participation in the public money. - =~ L o
(3.) Exclude, wholly or partially, from sharing in the grant,

Teachers whom, on the Inspector’s report, the Board may declare

incompetent, . .. . o
.(4.) Allow five per cent. for Inspector’s salary; and, also, bis
actual expenditure for stationery, within $20. S
(5.) Subtract travelling expenses for those to whom the Inspector
has given a certificate of admission to the Normal School. ‘

(6.) Deduct one-fifth of the remainder for ¢ poor and scattered -

sections.” .

(7.) Find the number of schools taught in suitable school-houses,
to which add those taught in poor and scattered sections ; and also
the number of Superior Schools. (See Superior Schools, 2.)

B

(8.) Teachers of the same class shall receive at the same rate j'firsty -

class Females shall receive the some as second-class Males; second-
class Females the same as third-class Males ; and third-class Females
one-half the sum given to first-class Females.

- 8. The improvement in the matter of school-houses will hereafter M

largely depend upon the Commissioners, If houses are unfit for the
purposes of the section, no time should be lost in declaring them so;
and in forwarding such declaration to the parties interested. (Sce
School-Houses and Furniture.) In some cases, a part of the grant
“to ¢ poor and scattered sections,” might be judiciously given to
* supplement the efforts of the section in erecting a suitable house.
The Council expects the several Boards to manifest becoming in
terest and diligence in this very important matter.

i: 37 The Plans of School-Houses, referred to in the preceding
pages, and which were prepared to be bound with the same, could
not ba obtained from the lithographer in time. .They will be bound
separately, and forwarded to the Inspectors for distribution, |

‘ErrATA.—Page 18, line 7, for ““levverage,” read, leverage. Paga 17, line 10,
for ““him,” read, them. Page 18, paragraph 6, for “Teachers,” read, Trustees.
Page 20, paragraph 8, for * correct coinage,” read, current coinnge. Pago 24, 15th
ling from bottom, for ** character,” read, characters, |



