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A SJUIMON, &c.

'««Bc ye wise lib serpents and luuinlcss as aovcs."-St. Mutllicw. lOihc

KIMIATA.
Page 11, NoUi, 9lh lino from top, lor " really", read «/j'f«//(/—Mne 2l>, toi

" hi Ix's" r«'ad /««/«.<.

I'ftUe M, '•^"d line from brdtom, for " may tliey", read thrii mnif.

Vvigo IT), fUli line IVoin top, (or •' wish it, cannot", road vusfifiJ. could not

~^;!,«'- 'i"»» Note, for •• ai^uwnns" road ay;'nnHK -di-h; " earn"

P:».!!,e IS, lOlU line from top, supply " Lis"

Page 2(1, la«it line, for " expression" rej».d imjtreSHion.

...^ ^lAliOtlUli itXHllOl.*^!. na* -> en. cm miioo u^o»*

§lessed with the greatest measure of success, in en-

cJarging the fold of the Great Shepherd, and reclaim-

ing the wandering sheep. So necessary indeed does

^'luch provision seem to the very existence of the Church

|s a visible Society, that the Spiritual wants of men

must have compelled them to have had recourse to it,

although there had been no positive nor divine appoint-

lent. There have certainly been found some enthu-

lasts in diiferent ages of the Church, who have de-

B



v^li

,v.M "^'"'-;,;:'/:;;;;'';;;:,';:;::i;;:;;uiiiii!'Sl
„•< l.r.'l .-l •• •

' ''"'
,,
-V ;,.,. „,1 .,1../. ...I -.sr.'l

uo\?«'\"^Mn 111 'Vi in>i<'''»i'|/

Bo yc

! The ;

mere

ilion c

(tandin

|ipart, 1

l|nd ovi

! The

liO»?W'»\<«»



m

n "i"t(liil
'*

,ni; ilH»,r.l.j;.iM

.-,la/. ,..l •;:,»••'

„il i>J .111.' '»,"«;'»

A SKIIMON, &c.

>^Bo yc xyisc as serpents and harmless us aovc9."-8t. MalUicw, lOlhc

»rtol V. Hi-

The most important features in the provision which

merciful God has made, for tlie mahitenunce and

[ropagation of the Truth of the Gospel, are the insti-

Lion of a visible Church and the appointment of a

landing Ministry,—of an order of men peculiarly set

Ipart, to preach the Word, administer the Sacraments,

§nd oversee the Spiritual state of the Brethren.

The Holy Spirit it is true does not confine Himself

^ any particular mode, or instrument, in his operations

in the heart : various are the means He continually

jmploys to confirm the weak disciple, alarm the care-

iss professor, and awaken the hardened sinner. Still

'

the testimony of experience be admitted, the labours

if the Christian Minisler have at all times been

ilessed with the greatest measure of success, in cu-

larging the fold of the Great Shepherd, and reclaim-

ing the wandering sheep. So necessary indeed does

|uch provision seem to the very existence of the Church

|s a visinle Society, that the Spiritual wants of men

iiust have compelled them to have had recourse to it,

although there had been no positive nor divine appoint-

ment. There have certainly been found some enthu-

siasts in ditierent ages of the Church, who have de-

B
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prccatcd the instruction of any set of men as (Icrogat.

ing from tliat general outpouring of the spirit, vvhic!i

the Prophets represent as the glorious feature of the

Kingdom of Messiali. Almost all Christians however

are unanimous in their opinion of the necessity and

advantage of Church union, and a regularly ordained

Ministry. With them the question is not, whether any

ordination be necessary, but what ordination can claim

the sanction of Primitive and Apostolic authority.—

The Great Head of the Church however did not leave

this advantage, and necessity, to be collected from the

result of experience alone. lie himself after earnest

prayer chose a few out of many disciples, as the build-

ers up of his future Church, and consecrated them to

the work of the Ministry by the most solemn ordina-

tion. This Commission He afterward renewed before

He left the world, adding a gracious promise to be

Avith them by tlie blessing of the Spirit to the end of

time. To these chosen Apostles their Lord delegated

the power of choosing others as fellow labourers with

them—'' As my Father hath ^ent me even so send 1

you." Invested thus solemnly with this authority, they

first choose Matthias into their number, and afterwards,

when the field of their labours was extended, they or-

dained Elders in every Church, for the work of the

Ministry, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the edi-

fying of the body of Christ. And as St. Paul by the

imposition of his hands set apart Timothy in a partic-

ular manner to oversee the Church in Ephesus, and

Titus in Crete,—so wc also believe the other Apostles

delegate
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Paul by the

in a partic-

phesus, and

her Apostles

aclcgatcl, to certain fU and faUl.ful men he comm.s-

Jo„ to send iabomcrs into the harvest of the I-ord:-*

le believe thut ihU was a peculiar pr,vdegc not po.-

Lsed by others, nor, a, history shews, ever exercsed

fcv any, but these successor, of the Apostles, t.U he

cClu of Geneva, at Hrst from necessity, and after-

Lrds from, (as we conceive,) an erroneous view of

Jctpue, substituted for the Episcopal, the Preshyte-

t Crm of Government.! But without pass.ng any

Sther opinion upon those other National Churches

!^ho have seen fit to depart from what we conce.ve to

lave been the primitive order, we should never cease

to rejoice that we have been called to the M.r- nryby a

Church that has ever continued,as well Ap- oUcm go-

Vernment, a. Scriptural in doctrine. But wh.le we do so

; ;"ce let it be with trembling-how can .t ever be

.therwise? Can we forget what a F^cous charge

Intrusted to us, the souls ofmen, " whom Chr.st bough

with his death and for whom he shed h.s blood'^f

Can we fail to remember that if we depend merely on

the authority of our office however great, and howev-

er acknowledged, we grossly deceive ourselves? Men

will despise us, unless they perceive that we are anx-

ious to be ourselves, " examples of believers, m word

in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in fa.th, m pur.ty

« giving attention to reading, to exhortation, to doc-

. Th„> M«k w.. kf. at Al«a»d.i. by St. Peter; Pdye^rp at Smyrna by

St. John.

t See the prefaee of Jeremy Taylor'^ " Bpi.copac, A.eert.d," al.o, ...-

,1 14, 15, 16, IS, 35, 3V, 51, «.». t OrdmaUou Serve..
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trine." Bui. it is not only personal contempt that woM

follow Pastoral 'iei^lect--wc thereby endanger the souls

of our flock as well as our own. It is truly a most mo-

mentous consitleration for a Minister that so much de-

pends upon the honest discharge of that duty whicii

devolves upon him as ^' a steward of the mysteries ol

God" ; that interests of such magnitude, as the eter-

nal condition of Inmiortal Beings, maybe affected for

good or for evil by his labour. For is it too much to

alfirm, that a material difference is soon perceptible

in the same, or different congregations, according io

the different characters of the Mini;5ters appointed to

watch over them? As a general truth is it not unde-

niable, that the spiritual state of the flock will soon

testify with tolerable accuracy, whether their Preach-

er has alarmed their fears, and roused them by his

faithful expostulation to set about the great work of

salvation in earnest, or only flattered that fatal peace,

in which the soul is ever too pro'ie to slumber?

The Importance of the personal character of a Min-

ister to the success of his Ministry may indeed be at

once inferred from the earnest and alVectionate exhor-

tations given by St. Paul to his belov^^d disciples, Tim-

othy,and Titus, and the prudence and cautious discrim-

ination enjoined upon them, in the ordination of Priests,

and Deacons. Our Lord himself, when he ser
'
forth

the Twelve to i)rcacli to the lost sheep of th(' House

of Israel, though he knew so well their fitness, and the

spirii and temper of their minds, yet suifered them not

^ 1st Timothy, Ifh c v. 12, l:?
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red ihem not

\„0.part.o their work, -..ho«t a -lemn chargc^^^^^

the nature and .lifficulty of the.r labours. 1 he .vhole

Ihaptev before, us abounds with faithful adn.o,ut.ons

to tie Apostles as to the dangers that were to be expect-

Id by then., and the spirit with whieh thoy were to

"orTse admonitions given by hi., ^vlto knew

Jl was m man, for the conduct of the Preaehers

of His Gospel-there is none that more demands

i/attention than that contained in the tcxt^; the ,m-

Itance of this precept has in every age of the Church

Len painfully proved by the disastrous consequences

of its neglect,
" Be ye wise as serpents and harmless

: dovesJ' The union of prudence and c.rc«ms,^c^

lion, with simplicity and meekness here e"J°'"«'', '^ "

.osl essential feature in the cH-cter of a— o

Jesus Christ : It is one too wh>ch our Church has

largely insisted on in her ordination ceremomal and

n particular in that solemn charge, which she deUv-

ers'to the candidates for the Priesthood ;
she has re-

quired moreover from every one whom she adm.ts to

Lt order, that "they maintain and set forward as

much as lieth in them quietness peace and love among

all Christian people and especially among those who

are or shall be committed to their charge ' And per-

haps there are no set of men, certamly no body ol

M'..sters, who, from their peculiar s.tua.on, have so

much need to govern themselves un.lormb^ by the rule

of the text, as the Ministers of the Church of England

in this Colony.
. ^•^

* Ordination Service
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Called to exercise our spiritual functions in an in-

fant country, we miss those aids, which so greatly re-

lieve the labours of the Parochial Minister in England.

There, (at least in the country Parishes), the people

are almost all his own ; he is kept back by no fears

that a jealous suspicion may accuse him of an inter-

ested interference, a spirit of party proselyting ;
he

feels assured that he is every where welcome ;
he

knows and is known by his flock. The Ritual of the

Church also is familiar to all ; and altogether the du-

ty of the English Parish Priest has much, at least in

outward circumstances, to render it even picturesque

and delightful. Here we possess no such advantages ;

(for advantages I know from my own personal expe-

rience they are of no trifling value.) In the Ministers

of the Church of England in this country, much cir-

cumspection is often requisite lest our proff'erred ser-

viceb be misconstrued into a mere attempt to win over

strangers to our communion. There exists among

some, we cannot fail to observe, a strong feeling

against the Church as a favoured body ; who scruple

not to impute illiberal and selfish motives to her Cler-

gy, because they contend on principle for that endow-

ment which, (there can be little doubt,) is legally her's ;

but of which it is now attempted to deprive her by agi-

tation, intimidation, and those other means, which in

these days of confusion and false principle are unhap-

pily too generally employed to carry any measure that

may be deemed expedient.*

* The following from the charge of the present Bishop of Durham plainly

3UOV3 iUK WVlS.iUg3 VI iuax vitj avH»Cl hicU seems to be pervading the
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Here then arc we called on to exercise a prudent

iiiretion, to n.anife..: a spirit of meekness toward

those wh. oppose themselves. Wc owe U to our-

^,. and to the Church, to endeavour to make .t

Sea; more and more, that our ^..^ is or thecalva

Z. of souls, not for party aggrandizement. We are

Jailed on to convince them, if poss.ble, that mmam-

*ho.c woHd. ..d every where threatens to destroy the peace a„d order of

f^^''*^^y- « , , ^..t in these timcsf to cllect any great

^ » The engines chiefly «et -^
.y^'^'J^^J^;^; ^„^ Mimidation. These

•hunger, political or ecclesiastical, ^ « «-
*;^"^^",^,,„ „„, -eat subject of

liaving been already «"«««^^^f""y «PP^'*=^
*;,™rmS«, to accelerate the

popukr excitement, the ^^^^ "-^^
77,.^" "hrrandtheccmfideuce of

LwnfuU or the degradation of the EstabhshedC^^^^^^^
^^^^ ^^

those who so !^P1>V'- „^tT;d we c ea y a hted. 'xhe spirit of

.nticipated triumph as if the deed >verc rea'iy
^^ compromise

mdly malignant warfare IS rarely to be sotte^^^^^^^^
indications of

or concession. These for the """^^
P^f„7^;,?" ^^e only to farther ag-

.eaUness,tim^ity-^^^^^^^
gressions. One « «««; ^y "^^J^ „f conciliation may become so much an ea-

er, IS

^'^-'^^^^fj;^*^^^^^^^^ i, indeed h.rnl measure which is dealt out to

"" 'Z respec f we seem to be tenacious of what has had the sanction

as in this
"-f

?«*=*. "7 .
.J Ion- established rights and usages, the cry of

of time, -; «JP -";;^ Wind attachment to things no longer fit to be retain-

bigotry,
«f

fi

J;^!
'7 '^Z.he other hand, we shew a readiness to take

ed,is
•"f"!f'^;f^^„,jj;rs against antiquity, so far, at least, as to insti-

rr:sr;;^rteI"7ore.ntHesedlere„t^^^^^^^^^^

T '^'»
•"-tt:u;:;l:o .rr, .'owiSd':!';^ :hU, -r

J^bfyS f n^meU defeCee to v„bHe feeling. With the eonfideneo

wl'ehTo tlus rectitude inspire., yet witU such
-'^^^f

-". ^.^^
the most resolute iu such a cause, must '"'^ !>';>•»»'''"»

''„^ enco„n-
.very step be taken. Too eager a spint of conll.et may '«»" '»^«
,er,:e„,bLrassi„s, rather than advantageous, to the cause .t,.,rt«»^^

hold. Enough however there is in such time, as «!>«'«

'""""^J^'t^^.^ „
and call forth the exertions of every one among us, whatevei be hu

1
o.

Station," &c.
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taining the rij^hts and property of the Churcii of Eng-

land, vvc are guided by a principle of integrity ; that

as stewards we should be unfaithful to our trust did

we tamely suifer the Church to be despoiled of her

patrimony, did we not strive to leave uninjured to our

successors in the Ministry, that provision which was

given for their support as well as our own. Much

may be done in this way with conscientious oppo-

nents to allay ill feeling, and produce a mutual good

understanding, even though we fail in persuading them

to agree altogether with us in this view of our duty.

Might not this be attempted oftener than it is ? Cer-

tainly we are bound as far as in us lies, to live in har-

mony with all men, and to make any sacrifice for the

sake of peace, but a sacrifice of principle, for truth

and justice must be maintained, let who will be of-

fended. If when we have done all, we unhappily find

our efforts unavailing, let us still be content to bear

patiently undeserved imputations, knowing that our

intentions at least no man taketh from us.

In this country you, my Rev. Brethren ,must often

have been pained to observe such a lamentable indif-

ference among too many as to the importance of

Church union. Wc continually meet with numbeis

signally blind to the guilt of schism, who attach them-

selves to no regular society of Christians, and seem to

thmk it perfectly immaterial, whether they belong to

this or that communion, or to any. Nor is this error

confined to those who are without. Too many pro-

fessed members of our own Church are very far from
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many pro-

cry far from

attaching sufficient importance to this subject
;
they

wander themselves, and suffer their children to stray,

I tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind

^f doctrine,"* and thus undermine that attachment to

fie Church, and that personal regard to their Minis-

fer which it is so essential to preserve. This feeling

Ib readily taken advantage of by others, who are anx-

ious to increase their numbers ;
and we are often

lalled to exercise no trifling forbearance toward these

incourteous meddlers, who intrude among our flocks,

ind sometimes by insinuations, that we preach not the

feospel, or are inattentive to the spiritual wants of our

beople, endeavour to beguile and lead away the un-

wary and unstable- I would not be understood as as-

serting, that this always done from a hostile feeling

towards the Churcu of England; neither am I dispos-

ed to deny to many of these the praise of a godly zeal,

Ihat may well provoke our emulation. But it is our

auty calmly yet fearlessly to oppose these attempts to

draw away our members ; and when they who make

Ihc attempt are influenced by Christian motives, they

will, if we are discreet in our opposition, yield to us ;

if they are not so influenced, we are more than ever

bound to withstand their encroachments.

With these persons we may not unfrequently be

called into argument, or we may perhaps see necessa-

ry to defend ourselves from those imputations, either

personal agamst ourselves, or general against the

Church, wn. Jt are occasionally thrown out. But in

* Ephesians 4 c. 14 v.
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controversies of a rcli-ious nature much caution is

particularly requisite, lest we should be provoked to

give utterance to what serves but to engender or to

feed the angry passions, and induce us rather to en-

deavour to make our opponent appear ridiculous, than

to manifest the sincerity of our own conduct, or the

strength of our cause. It was the advice of the excel-

lent and pious Hooker to those who are engaged in

such disputes, either verbally, or by writing, ever to

hear in mind, " that there will come a time, when

three v:ords uttered with charity and meekness shall re-

ceive a far more blessed reward, than three thousand

volumes written with disdainful sharpness of wit."*

It does not appear that many persons seriously ob-

ject to the doctrines of our communion, where they are

"known. As far as my own personal knowledge can

warrant me in speaking, I have generally found most

of those, who were at all accpiaiuted with them, ready

to acknowledge the purity of our Creed as contained

in the Articles of the Church, and to do justice to that

form of sound words in which the Liturgy is clothed.

There arc a few who accuse us of too close resem-

blance in some minor points to the Church of Rome;

while on the other hand the members of that Church

denounce us as heretical and schismatical. These ob-

jections however are so trivial timt they can scarcely

call forth any feeling of displeasure, or require much

self command; neither are they new; and may they be at

once replied to in the language of two of our best and

* Preface to Eccl. Polity. § 2.
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:h of Rome ;
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. These oh-

can scarcely

•equire much

nay they be at

our best and

oldest defender.. With Jewell we may say to one

; we have separated it is true from the Chureh ol

Lme, but we have not separated from the Prun.Uve

thurch, we have not separated from the Apostles,

e have not separated from Christ."* If reproaeh-

,d we may answer in those words with whieh he meets

tU the abuse so abundantly poured upon our early Re-

formers
" We thank God that our cause is such, that

they, though they wish it, cannot cast any opproh.un,

.po^ us, which may not be equally cast upon the Ho-

ly Fathers, upon the Prophets, upon the Apostles, upon
iyr.uin.1

, i|

ri„.;«tl.im<ielf"tWth those on
peter,upon Paul, upon Christ himscli. T '

ihe other hand, who object that we retain some things

that bear too great affinity to the Church of Rome,, e

Lay safely use the words of Hooker ;
"those excep-

^ons taken against our Form, whosoever doth mea-

;„re by number, must needs be greatly out of love wH

1 thing that hath so many faults :
whosoever hy^ngl'l

.anno: choose but esteem very highly of that wherein

the the wit of so scrupulous adversaries hath not

hitherto observed any defect, which themselves ca,^

seriously think to be of moment.''^ But these are not

points likely to try our patience or forbearance

We can only regret "that things of princip e excel-

lency should be thus bitten at by men whom God hath

* Apologia Ecclesine Anglicpnae.

t
" Nos vero Deo optimo maximo gratias aguimus, earn earn e^«e c^«jn»

qu». uon cadem in Sancto.s Patres, ia Prophetas. m Apostolos, .n

ill Pallium, in Christum ipsum torqneri possit.

4^ X Eccl. Pol. Book 5. § 27.
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endued with graces, both of wit and learning for bet-

ter purposes."* But we may safely let our Liturgy

and Articles speak for themselves, and speak they will.

If the public service and ministrations of the Church of

England are at all properly performed, they will ol"

themselves gradually remove that " causeless dislike

w^hich some have conceived of them," because they

are not familiar with them, and many who now enter-

tain a prejudice against them will be brought to con-

fess in the words of that judicious defender above

quoted, " that when uttered with true devotion and

zeal of heart, they afford to God himself that glory,

that aid to the weakest sort of men, to the most per-

fect that solid comfort which is unspeakable."! It is

our duty to recommend our service to those who

know it not. It's external mode of worship is comely,

and may be by a little attention rendered attractive :

it is a handmaid of no mean value ; and by prudence

and moderation in explaining it, many will soon learn

to esteem it as it deserves ; but this must depend in a

great degree upon ourselves, if therefore they see us

inattentive to the advantage we possess in our Ritual,

and careless in conforming to it, we cannot expect that

they will be disposed to treat it with much respect.

The observations I have hitherto offered, apply rath-

er to our intercourse with members of ether commun-

ions ; and in this country where it so frequently hap-

pens that a Clergyman has to form a congregation in-

stead of succeeding to one already prepared to receive

* Eccl. Pol. Book 5 § 41. t Ecc!. Pol. Beck 6. § 35.
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kifi spiritual admonitions, as he has often to labour

nong tliose who have long been unused to, or are

Irholly ignorant of our forms, though the children ma-

tfy of them of members of the Church, it is of the

lUghest importance that a favourable impression be

treated towards us. The increase of the Ch»irch in

tiiis Colony mainly depends upon its Clergy ;
and

While we lameni the thinness of our ranks, and regret

tiiat so many are thereby precluded from access to our

iiinistrations, who would otherwise most gladly share

Ihem, we cannot fail to reflect that a greater respon-

ibility is thereby laid upon us, who are already en-

gaged in the vineyard, to approve ourselves workmen,

Hiat need not to be ashamed.

But it is not merely towards our fellow Christians of

iiflfcrent persuasions from our own, that we are con-

Mnually called on to exercise the wisdom, and forbear-

tiice, commanded by our Lord: both in our private

Intercourse among our own flocks, and in our more

jHiblic pastoral duties, we ever find attention to this

isaution more necessary, if possible, than elsewhere.

For what situation is there in life, in what office

can any human being possibly be engaged, that re-

quires, to its efficient discharge, such varied qualifica-

tions, such a combination of zeal and prudence, of

Irmness and gentleness.!* Who is more called to ac-

quaint himself with the varieties of human character,

than a Minister of Christ ? The qualifications he needs

are truly numerous, and the duties which rest upon

him are indeed arduous. Heber, who well knew, and
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hiinRclf possessed in an onjincnt degrco, all those qual-

ifies of heart and undorstundin*; necessary lor tlie

work of the Ministry, lias so well expressed theilitlcr-

ent manner with which a Clergyman should mc(!t the

diflercnt memhcrs of his lloek, that I cannot forbear

Iranscribinj^ the passage, more especially as it applies

with singular propriety to our situation in this coun-

try. Speaking of a Chaplain in India, he says " he

must be no uncourtly recluse, or he will lose his inllu-

ence over the higher ranks of congregation. He must

be no man of pleasure, or he will endanger their souls

and his own." " He must bo a scholar, a man of culti-

vated mind, for in many of his hearers, (wherever he is

stationed,) he will meei with a degree of knowledge,

IF NOT retinement, and a spirit of fastidious criticism,

which a Parochial Minister in England does not often

encounter." " He must condescend to simple men,

for here as elsewhere the majority will ingeneral be the

poor and uneducated."* And certainly it requires no

small degree of personal circumspection, and jealous

watchfulness, that there may be nothing in our exam-

ple, or conversation, that may cause others to oflend,

or give occasion to those who seek occasion against

us. It sometimes requires no inconsiderable share of

prudence, as well as charity, to endear ourselves to

our poorer brethren, without appearing to neglect the

rest of our charge, or to be acceptable to the ricli,

without appearing to mix with too much freedom in

the pleasures of society.

* Charge to ihe Clergy in India, page 7. One sentence slightly varied.
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') Constituted as men arc, it is scarcely ever i)ossihle

J
find any congregation however small, but what

ore will be divisions, caused by diversity of opinions,

^ opposition of interests, more especially in this

feuntry, where the spirit of speculation so widely pre-

tEils. To make peace is a delightful ollke ;
one well

^coming the Minister of Christ ; one which he is so-

femnly bound to ])erform ; but painful experience

iDon convinces him, who attempts it, tliat the part o*

In arbitrator is one, lliat requires the greatest caution

Ind discretion. If by any slight inadvertency of ex-

pression, or in any otlier way, a susi)icion be once

faised, that we are not perfectly impartial ;
we ren-

der the work of reconciliation ten-fold more dilhcult,

ind sometimes fail altogether ;
besides incurring the

ehargc, (however sincerely we may disclaim it), of

lleing partial and unjust, and thus lay the foundation

«»f a coldness, which perhaps no after attention on our

part can ever wholly remove.

"* But it is in our more immediate pastoral duties, that

^e are made to feel the value of this injunction of our

tord. " To speak the truth in love," is the great es-

sential of public, and private admonition. To reprove

iin without needless severity, to comfort the penitent

Without undue indulgence, to inspire gratitude and

tftection even while exposing the enormity and dan-

ger of a life spent in disobedience to Christ, requires

a mind at once enlightened and benevolent, fully im-

pressed with the awful nature of sin, and burning with

love to the Redeemer, and the souls whom He died to
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redeem. It is remarkable how this appears in the

ministerial conduct of St. Paul. The Apostle seems

to put his whole soul into his work ; and while he

never failed to speak the truth boldly without any sin-

ful compromise, it is easy to observe a tenderness of

heart, joined with a true knowledge of human nature,

in all his preaching, and writings. Thus when at

Athens, he with the most consummate readiness takes

advantage of an accidental circumstance in their idol-

atry, to persuade his audience that there is only one

true God, and to draw them to his spiritual worship.*

Though he had been three years at Ephesus, yet

neither Demetrius, nor the interested craftsmen could

prove that he was a blasphemer of their goddess ;t a

convincing argument of the judicious nature of St.

Paul's teaching. The Apostle prudently avoided what-

ever had a tendency to engage the passions or preju-

dices of men on the side of error, but on the contra-

ry by moderation and skilful address, sought to ren-

der them auxiliary to the reception of the truth. Now
as has been well observed by a living writer " many
preachers take to themselves the satisfaction express-

ed by St. Paul, that he ' had not shunned to declare

the whole counsel of God,' whose manner of declaring

it bears very little resemblance to that of the V nestle."

"He leaves us no example of an unqualify*; e-

ment of a truth difficult to be understood, with a har-

dy unconcern for the expression it might leave on the

* Acis. c. \7 y. 23. t Acts, c. 19, T. 87.
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minds of Iuh hearers."* If this mode were more close-
ly studied, and more generally imitated, would not the
effects soon become manifest?

Again, is there not su( \ a thing as " rightly divid-

ing the word of truth"? giving to all their meat in due
season? May we not comfort, when we ought to

alarm, and alarm when we ought to comfort? May we
not on the one hand break the bruised rcod by harsh
and injudicious treatment ; and on the other may we
not booth and lull with the promises of Scripture, when
we ought to announce the terrors of the Lord, to lift

up our voice like a trumpet, to shew the people their

sin? May we not by partial, or ill timed declaration,

even of undeniable truth, produce fatal mistakes?
May we not so preach grace, as to lead men to contin-

ue in sin that grace may abound? or may we not so
preach tlie fruits of grace as that men may altogether

keep out of sight the principle from which all must
proceed, and so found upon their works a delusive

and ruinous confidencef? " And who is sufficient for

these things?"

I am sensible my Reverend Brethren that many more
observations might be drawn from the text, peculiar-

ly applicable did time permit me to enlarge further

upon the subject. I am fully aware that those I have
ventured to offer possess little of novelty, little to claim
your attention. 1 feci that there are many present

* Sumner's Apostolic.il preaching, chap. 3, pages, 122 and 135.

To this excellent wr.k I cannot forbear in this place acknowledging my
great obligations. I strongly recommend it to the attention of all my young-
er Brethren, and especially all those who arc candidates for the Ministry.

t See Wardlaw's Sermons.
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from whom I ought rather to receiv'3 instruction than

attempt to offer it. I can only express my regret that

this season of such unusual disiress, in which the af-

flicting hand of God has heen so heavy upon us, com-

bined with the pressure of an additional and extensive

pastoral charge, should have left me so little leisure

to prepare for this interesting occasion. Would that

we could oftener meet, to take sweet counsel together

for our mutual edification and encouragement, ta

strengthen and uphold each other in the discharge of

our duty, and confirm our love as Brethren !
Such is

our condition in this country, that never were the aids

of union and concert more essential to any. We need

all that assistance that is to be derived from a com-

bined and united system of operation among our bo-

dy. But first, and above all, we need the prayers of

each other, and of ou- flocks. A work like our's that

requires such various endowments, such a spirit of

diligent love and unwearied vigilance, can only be per-

formed through the strength and excellency of God,

and in his strength only can we go forth with any hope

of success. If we are the sentinels of the Gospel, and

would be faithful to the Captain of our salvation we

must be clothed in the armour of light, having on the

breast-plate of righteousness, taking the shield of faith,

and the sword of the spirit ; we must be " mighty in the

Scriptures." These are the arms which, uadcr the

blessing of the Great Head of the Church, will ensure

us the victory, and enable us to approve ourselves in

the sight of God and men; and without these arms we



33

neither can, nor ought to stand.* Whatever may be

the difficulties, which now oppose themselves to our

p ogress ;
whoever we may have to contend agams

It the obstacles in our way serve rather to animate

1 dishearten us. And have we not a blessed en

couragement to persevere, in the ";'^'-«'='=*

°V"5*';^
Iv Apostolx Church throughout the world ?

If we

ook to the East, we behold her planted in the pemn-

ir'f India, and ^^^o.r^s.^^^^^JZltZ
• ree " If we turn our eyes nearer home to the West,

elee hlr in the neighbouring country, " stretchmg

Tt er brancbes unto the .«, and her oughs uMo

to the ri«cr."t And may we not anticipate the time

hen t"e hills of this land .viU also be covered with

her shadow? May we "<"
^^''^^^J

"*.' *
.^'n the

„roach of that day, when it may be said of her, in tne

Ss of Mm, wh'; will in aRer ages be remembered

rthe grateful and converted Hindoo, as one of the

Jathers of the Anglo-Indian Church,

Which may the Lord hasten in his time. In the mean

Twe letall her members with one heart and one

no h entreat the Lord of the vineyard, that he would

send into his harvest an increasing succession of zeal-

::Vnd faithful labourers, and t»>at°ar venerable -nd

yVnostolic Church, which, like the House of the Reca

£ cave* steadfastly to the
''^^^^^'^^fil^^:^^

thers, may never want a man to stand before God for

.SeeMa.eco„«,cA.ou™e„t,P.eCacc. tP,*«0. t H.b«. Pa.«t..e.




