Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
usual method of scanning are checked below. exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de

numérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /

Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing /

Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /

Cartes géographiques en couleur \/

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
\/ Relié avec d’autres documents

Only edition available /

Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de 'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Additional comments /
Commentaires supplémentaires:

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.



DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

SENATE OF CANADA

IN THE

jiﬂth gessiw of the JEil[Sf ﬁaqﬁamqut

OF THE

DOMINION OF CANADA.

JOHN GEORGE BOURINOT,

SHORT-HAND WRITER TO THE SENATE: &C.

OTTAWA:
PRINTED BY THE TIMES PRINTING & PUBLISHING Co,, WELLINGTON-ST.

1872,



TABLE OF CONTENTS,

Arbitration between Ontario and Que-
bec, 18

Answer to Speech, 5

Bills passed during Session, 200, 201, 202,
203, 204, 205, 206

Canal Extension, 22

Copyrights, 26, 62, 155, 158

Cape Breton, 34

Canal—Bay Verte, 33, 113

it Welland, 33

‘Civil Actions in Beauce, &c., 79

Classification of Masters & Mates, 114

Contingent Accounts, 154

Coast Navigation, 15«

Deceased Senators, 14

Drill Sheds in Nova Scotia, 53
Divorce of J. R. Martin, 74, 90
Dominion Notes, 80, 92, 98
Dual Representation, 174

Electoral Districts in New Brunswick, 78
Fisheries, 16, 47

Inland Fisheries, 38

Intercolonial R. R.—Explanations of Hon.
Mr. Mitchell, 59

Immigration Aid Societies, 68
Insolvency Law, 94, 98, 106, 151
Intercolonial ®. R, 92, 59, 113

Judges’ Salaries, 23

Library of Parliament, 5
Light Houses, 70

Manitoba Judiciary, 36
¢ Land Question, 36

Navigation of St. Lawrence, 22, 3%
Narrow vs. Broad Gauge, 41
New Brunswick School System, 188

Prince of Wales, H. R. H., 12
Patents, 16

Postal Facilities, 39, 67, 71
Public Lands, 54, 71

Public Business, 54

Quarantiue, 75, 92
Returns of Baptisms & Burials, 5

Speech—At Opening, 1
¢ At Close, 138

Senators—Deceased, 14 -

St. Lawrence Navigation, 22, 32
Superannuation of Mr. Earley, 50
. 8t. Francis & Megantic R. R., 69
Superior Court Judges, 78

School System, N. B., 188

Translations, 32
Treaty of Washington, 115150

Washington, Debate on Treaty of, 115—150
Weights & Measures, 184




DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS

OF THR

SENATE OF CANADA,

IN THER

FIFTH SESSION OF THE FIRST PARLIAMENT o¥ THE DOMINION OF
CANADA WHICH WAS CALLED TO MEET, FOB THE DESPATCH
or BusiNrss, oN THURSDAY, THE 11TH APprIL, A.D., 1872,
IN THE 35TH YEAR oF THE REIGN oF HER MAJEsTY QUEEN

VICTORIA.

THE SENATE.

Urrawa, April 11, 1872.

This day, at three o’clock, P. M., His
Excellency the Governor General pro-
‘ceeded in state to the Chamber of the

nate, in the Parliament Buildings, and
Yook his seat upon the Throne. The mem.-

rs of the Senate being assembled, His

Xcellency was pleased to command the
Sttendance of the House of Commons, and

t House being present, His Excellency
Was pleased to open the Fifth Session of
the First Parliame?tilof the Dominio;: of

a, with the following Speech from
the Throne: pe

Hon. Gentlemen of the Senats.
'g:ntlanm of the House of Commons.

e auspicious recovery which the mer-
oy of, I’I:o#)it,lgnoe vouchsafed from the well
Righ mortal illneds of the Prinoe of Wales,

& forth &' universal expreasion’ of joy

and thankfulness throughout the Empire,
All classes of the people testified their
deep sense of relief from the anxieties of
8 long and painful suspense by joining
their beloved Queen in a public Thanks.
giving which proved in vastness of attend-
ance and unanimity of feeling the grand-
est and most impressive ceremony ever
witnessed in the British Capital.

I invite you to follow the good example
on the fifteenth day of this month.

It was thought advisable wo defer the
solemnity until after the meeting of Par-
liament, and 1 feel assured that the Mem:-
bers of the two Houses, as well as all Her
Majesty's faithful subjects throughout the
Dominion will be anxious to unite in
celebrating the occasion with all becoming
observanoce and loyal alacrity,

Your Meeting has itself been postponed
to a later season than usual, upon consi.
derations of Imperial as well as Colonial.
interest, and at the instance of Her Ma-
jesty's Governmeant.



] Speech from
The young Province of Manitoba, was
last September threatened with an inva.
sion ot lawless persons from the United
States. Prompt measures for resistance
were adopted by the local authorities and
attended with the best results.

Inorder to reassure the people of the
Province, and to prevent a recurrence of
the outrage, 1 ordered a force ot two hun-
dred Militiamen to be sent to Fo:t Garry.

Notwithstanding the inclement season
of the year the troops surmounted the dif-
ficulties of the march with energy and
guccess, thus proving not only their own
discipline and endurance, but also the
value of the route through our own Ter-
ritory. N

The accounts of the expenditure occa-
sioned by this expedition will be laid be.
fore you, and you will be requested to
pass a Bill to indemnify the Government,

A copy of the Ireaty made at Washing.
ton last year bLetween Her Majesty the
Queen and the United States of America,
in which the Dominion has so great an
interest, will be laid before you. 4

8o much of the papers and of the com-
pleted correspondence as can be made
public without injury to the interests of
the Empire or of Canada, will also be at
once submitted for your information, and
your attention will be invited to this im-
portant subject. .

A conference was held at Ottawa in Sep-
tember last, on the important subject of
Immigration, at which the Government of
the Dominion, as well as those of every
Province, were represented.

A scheme for joint and several action
was provisionally arranged, to which I
invite your attention.

1 do not doubt that you will be inclined
to make ample provision for the encour-
agement of Immigration with the main-
tenance and extension of which the devel-
opment of the vast natural resources of
Canada is 8o vitally interwoven,

Since last Session the union of British
Columbia with Canada has been happily
consummated,and her representatives now
take part in your deliberations.

In order to open up and settle the fertile
Territories of the North West, ‘and to link
British Columbia therewith, it will be ne-
cessary for you to make provision for the
eonstruction of a Ruilway to the Pacific
QOcean, in conformity with the terms of
Her M-jesty's Order in Council wuniting
British Columbia with the Dominion. An
appropriation wasmade in the last S8ession
for.the preliminary Burvey of the route
for this Railway., The work has been
diligently prosecuted, and a report of
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the progress achievel will be laid before
you.

You will, I trust, concur with me in
thinking that the long contemplated im-
provement and extension of our system
of Canals ought to be vigorously prose-
cuted.

The rapid increase in the trade of Can-
ada, and the importance of competing
tor, and accommodating the commerce of
the Great West, render it necessary that
the means of transport by water should
be cheapened and tacilitated.

" I'bave to request your serious considera-
tion of this subject, and in connection
with it, the expediency of providing a di-

the Throne.

1 rect water communication between the

Gulf of St, Lawrence and the Bay of

Fundy.

-The decennial Census having been
taken last year, the duty of readjusting
the representation in Parliament of the
four Provinces originally constituting the
Dominion devolves upon you now, ac-
cording to the terms of the Union Act.

A measure for the purpose wil! accord-
ingly be submitted tor your considera.
tion.

Among other measures, Bills will be
presented to you relating to the Judges of
Superior Court=—to the regulation and
management of the public lands and
mines of the Dominion in- Manitoba and
the North West Territories, and for the
amendment of the laws relating to .the
public health.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The accounts of the past year will at
once be laid before you, and likewise a
statement of the receipts and expenditure
of the curreut year, up to the close of
the last month..

It is gratifying to me to bhe able to an-
nounce to you that the revenue for the
past, a8 well as that for the current yeasr,
will be considerably in excess of what was
estimated, and that consequently there is
no reason to apprehend embarrassment
from the immediate commencement of the
contemplated public improvements.

The estimates for the ensuing year will
be submitted to you, and I trust that you
will be -of opinion that the supplies which
my Government will ask you to vote for
the service of Her Majesty can be granted
without inconvenience to her Canadiin
subjects, :

Hon. Gentlemen of the Senate :

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have all the more satisfaction in re-
curring to your counsel and assistance at
this period, ipasmuch asd I may congratu-
late you' on the general prospetity. of the-
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ndry, and the fortunate issue ..of. the
steps taken, to unite and consolidate the
m&pemtorm which now form the. Do- -
mi :

I'feel aspured that you will. continue to
devgte the same agsiduity as_in the past.
to the augmented labours, which the
exigencies of more numerous constituen-
cies and a wider sphere of operations
demand at your hands, and I earnestly
pray that your eflorts in the path of duty
may be so happily guided as to maintain
Re:ce and justice in all the borders of the

d, and ensure the bappiness and
lasting welfare of all clasges of its inhabit-
ants. - )

The following Senators were introduced
and took the usual oaths :

Hon. Messrs. Sutherlend, Macdonald,
Carrall, Cornwall, and Girard.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill
Pro forma. ’ )

A Returp of Baptisms was laid on the
table.

LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT.

Mr, SPEAKER laid before the House,
the Report of the Librarian of the House
of Commons, on the state of the Library
of Parliament. .

The House then adjourned.

Fripay, 12th April, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at three
o'clock.
NEW LIEMBER. R
Hon. Mr. KAULBACK was introduced

and took his seat after having gone thiough
the usual formalities.

RETURNS.

.The SPEAKER laid on the table the

ibrarian's Report for the present year.
Also a return of Baptisms and Burials for
the several distriote, :

MOTION.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved that when
the House adjourn it stand adjourned until
e:day next, in order to give members
an opportunity of assisting in the Thanks.
lving for the resovery of the Prince of
ales, He also stated that he would move
An address of congratulation to Her Majeety
the same subject.

ANSWER T0 THE SPEECH.
L& . :

Hon, Mr. GIRARD, in proposing the
uawer o the Addre expressed the
E“'Ek pleasure, he felt, as ons of the in-

bitants of the distant Province of Mani~

[APRIL ‘11,
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toba, in giving his eppreval to the senti.
ments contained therein: He made special

raference to the illmess.of H.R: H. the

Prince of Wales, the nemsiof which had been
read with the deepeat regret by the peo-
ple.of the North West. .. He need not give
the House the ussurance that no portion
ef the people of Canada sympathized more
deeply with Her Majesty, or felt grenter
satisfaction at the recovery of.the Prince
than the inhabitants of that little Province
in the far Western wilderness. He could

‘not too highly approve of the reference in

the Speech to Manitoba, where the peo-
ple were deeply -attached to British
institutions and had. no. other. desire
than to give them their support,
and preserve and strengthen the connec-
tion with the Dominion. He was perfectly
satisfied with the manmner in which the
Government of Canada had acted to-
wards that Province, and had no doubt
that they would do their best to develop
its resources. He had read with int-
erest that paragraph in the Speech which
referred to the Treaty of Washington, and
for one would be happy to give the ques-
tion that consideration which its import-
ance required. He had no doubt that
the efforts of the Government to promote
immigration would have happy results to
the prosperity of the Confederation. He
heard with satisfaction the announcement
from the Throne that the Government in.
tended using their best efforts to con-
struct such public works as were neces.
sary for the development of the great re-
sources of thi» country, and he hoped
that the time was not far distant when
the locomotive would pass through the
Province of Manitoba on its way to the
Pacific coast. The prosperous condition of
the finances, and the Dominion generally,
was o every one a subject of congratule-
tion, and he was convinced that we had
every reason to look to the 'future with
hopefulness. ~With these remarks he
asked permission to move the following
resolution for an Address to His Excellency
the Governor General in answer to his
speech from the Throne :

4 That the following Address be pre-
sented to his Exceilency the Governor
Genersl, to offer the respectful thanks of
this House to His Excellency, for. the
gracious Speech which His Excellency has
been pleased to make to both Houses of
Parliament, namely :

To His Excellency the Right Honorable
Jony, Barow Lisaar, of "Lisgar and Ballie-
borough, in the County of Cavan, ireland,
in the Peerage of the United Kingdom of

Grest BritainandIreland,and a Baronet,one:
-of Her Majesty's Most Honorable Privy
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‘Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most
- Honorable Order of the Bath, Knight Grand
Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of
Baint Michuel and Saint George, Governor
General of Canada, - and Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of the Island of Prince
Edward. - : :

May it Please Your Excellency.:

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal
subjects, the Senate of C in Parha«
ment assembled, respectfully thank Your
Excellency for your gracious speech at the
opening of this Session. c

We ngree with Your Excellency that the
auspicious recovery which the mercy of
Providence vouchsafed from the well nigh
mortal illness of the Prince of Wales,
called forth a universal expression of joy

" and thankfulness throughout the Kmpire,
and that all classes of the people testified
their deep sense of relief from the anxie-
ties of a long and paiaful suspense, by
joining their beloved Queen in a public

hanksgiving, which proved in vastness of
attendance and unapimity of feeling the
grandest and most impressive ceremony
ever witnessed in the British Capital.

We thank Your Excellency for inviting
us to follow the good example on the Lif-
teenth day of this month., We are giad
that it was thought advisable to defer the
solemnity uatil after the meeting of Par-
liament ; and we assure Your Excellency
that the me.ubers of this House will be
anxious to unite with all Her Majesty's
faithful subjects throughout the Dominion
in celebrating the occasion with all be-
«coming observance and loyal alacrity.

We thank Your Excellency for inform-
ing us that our meeting has itself been
postponed toa later season than usual,
upon considerations of Imperial as well as
Coloniul interest, and at the instance f
Her Majesty's Government.

We learn with regret that the young
Province of Manitoba was, last September,
threatened with au invasion of liwless
persons from the United States. But we
are hap;y to be informed that prompt
measures for resistance were adopted by
the local authorities, and attended with
the best results; that in order to reassure
the people of the Provinoe, and to prevent
a recurrence of the outrage, Your  Excel-
lency ordered a force of two hundred
militiamen to be sent to Fort Garry ; and
th.t, notwithstanding the inclement sea-
son of the Year, the troops surmounted
the ditficulties -of the Inarch with- energy
and success, thus proving not: only their
own discipline and eaduranoce; bué also
the value of the route
territory. ‘

[SENATE,]
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We thank Your Excellemey. for the
promise thit: the aocounts of the-expen.
diture ocoasioned by this expedition. ‘will
be laid before us, and we will give our most
attentive considerstion to the Bill- ‘to.in.
demnify the Government which Your Xx-
oollency has been pleased 'to inform ue weé
shall be requested to pass. '

We are grateful also to Your Excelloncy
for the intimation that a copy of the Biesty
made at Washington last year between
Her Majexty the Queen and- the Uunited'
States of Americs, 1n which she Dominion
has 80 great an interest, will belaid before
us, and that so much of the papers and of
the completed correspondence as. caxd be
made public without injury to-the interests

.of the KEmpire or of Canada will aleo be

at once submitted for our information;:
and we will respond to Yous: Excellency’s
invitation by giving our best attention to -
this important, subject.

We rejoice td learn from ¥our Excel.
lency that a conference was held at Ot-
tawa in September last, on the sabject of
Immigration, at which the Government of
the Dominion, as well as those of every
Province, were representeds; and that a
scheme for joint and several action was
provisionally arianged, to which Your
Exceliency is pleased to invite our atten-
tion. We shall be well inclined to make
ample provisions for the encowragement
of Immigration, with the maintenance and
extensiun of which the development of the.
vast natural resources of Canada is 8o.
vitally interwoven.

1t gives us great pleasure to be officially
informed by Your Exocellency that since.
last Session the union of British Columbia.
with Canada has been happily consum.
mated, and that her representatives now
take part in our deliberations.

We thank Your Exoellency for recalling
our attention to the fact that in order to
opea up and settle the fertils Territories
of the North West, and to link British
Columbia therewith, it will be necessary
for Parliament to make provision for the
construction of a Railwry to the Pacifia
Ocean, in conformity with the terms of
Her Majesty’s Urder in Council, uniting
British Columbia with the Dominion, and
for reminding us that an appropriation
was made in the last Seasion for the Ero-
liminary Survey of the route for this Rail
way; and we are glad to learn from Your
Excellency that the work has been dili-
gently prosecuted, and that a report of
the progress achieved will be laid before us.

We concur with Your Excellenoy in
thinking that the long. contemplated ign-
vement and extension of our system of

| Canalasught 0 be vigorously prosecated,
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and that the rapid increase in the trade
ot Canada, and the importance of com-
peting for and accommodating the com-
merce of the Great West, render it neces-
sary that the means of transport by water
should be cheapened and facilitated. As
requested by Your Exocellency we will
give our serious consideration to this sub-
Ject, and in connection with it to the ex-
pediency of providing a direct water com-
munication between the Gulf of St. Law-
rence and the Bay of Fundy.

The decennial Census having been
taken last year, and the duty of re-
adjusting the representation in Parliament
of the four Provinces originally constitut-
ing the Dominion, having devolved upon
Parliament now, according to the terms
of the Union Act, we shill not fail to give
our best attention to the measure for the
purpose which Your Excellency is pleased
to inform us will be submitted for our
consideration. .

Our attentive consideration will also be
given to the Bills relating to the Judges of
Superior Courts, to the regul’ation and
management of the Public Lands

and Mines of the Dominion in Mani-
toba and the North West Territo-
ries, and for the ameniment of the

laws relating to the Public Health, which
Your Excellency has also been pleased to
say will be presented to us, among other
measures.

We are grateful to Your Excellency for
the expression of your satisfaction in re-
curring to our counsel and assistance at
-this period ; and we beg leave to recipro-
cate Your Excellency’s congratulations on
the general prosperity of the country, and
the fortunate issue of the steps taken to
unite and consolidate the vast territories
Wwhich now form the Dominion.

Yeur Excellency may rest assured that
we shall continue to devote the same as-
8iduity as in the past to the augmented
labors which the exigencies of more nu-
-merous constituencies and & wider sphere
of operations demand at our hands; and
we unite with Your Excellency in earnest-
ly praying that our efforts in the path of

1ty may be so happily guided as to main.
tain peace and justice in all the borders of
the.land, and ensure the happiness and
»ltzt.it:g welfare of all classes of its inhabi-

. -Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON, said in second-
Ing:-the Addres-, that it was not necessary
that he should detain the House at any

gth after the very eloquent remarks
that had fallen from the gentleman who

preceded hixn. He might say at the
Outset that he thought the House might
safely assume that the people of the Do

2
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minion had great cause for thankfulness
when they considered the state of Canads
as a whole. There was one subject on whi
there could be no difference of opinion-—
namely, the auspicious recovery of His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,
which was a subject for rejoicing to the
people of every part of the British Em-
pire. The state of the finances was ex-
ceedingly satisfactory, and he had no
doubt that with judicious management
there would be no nece-sity for increasing
the burthens of the people of theDominiop.
The revenue of the country appeared to
be perfectly sufficient at the present time,
not only for the ordinary expenses of the
Dominion genirally, but for the purpose
of extending and improving the commu-
nications of the Dominion by means ‘6f
Canals and Railways. He hoped that the
scheme for the encouragement of Immi-
gration would lead to the early settlement
of our newly acquired possessions, and ne
effort should be wanting to carry out this
object so mndispensable to the progress-of
& young country.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER b 8r. JUST said
that it was not his intention to provoke
discussion after the remarks that had fal-
len from the two gentlemen who had
just resumed their seats. He congratu-
lated the House on the presence of the
members from Manitoba and British Co-
lumbia, and there could be no doubt in
the minds of any one that they would
render very valuable assistance to the
work of legislation. He was confident
that the remarks made by the hon.
gentleman from Manitoba—that the
people. were deeply attached to British
institutions—were heard with peculiag
satisfaction by the House, and would be
read with pleasure by the people of the
whole Dominion, who had ne other desiie
than to see that section peaceful anfl
prosperous. He hoped that whenever tli
Government took measures for connect-
ing Canada with British:Columbia, they
would adhere {0 the -resolution they -bad
brought up in the other branch—that :the
line should be constructed, not at the'ex-
pense of the Dominion, but through the
agency of companies (hear, hear, tro
Ministerial ‘benches). In conclusion
expressed his:hope that the Governmeut
—and he referred especially to the . Minis-
ter for Marine and Fisheries—would take
speedy measures to improve the navige-
tion of the St. Lawrence, so as to previmt
such casualties as occurred last year.

‘Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that sinoce ne
controversial discussion had arisen W
would be a breach of Parliamentary -pti-
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quette and propriety to make any lengthy
remarks. He did not intend to make a
speech, but simply wished to express the
satisfaction he felt as a representative of

Nova Scotia to find that the
Goveryment intended opening up
water communication between  the

Bay of Fundy and the Gulf ot St. Law-
rence—a scheme in which he had always
taken the deepesi interest and had done
his best to promote under the convic-
tion that it would be u great benefit to
the whole country.

In answer to Hon. Mr. BUREATU,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL stated that the

pers relative to the Treaty would be

id on the table at the same time they
were submitted to the Commons. thouush
he could not state the exact day; and
there would be ample opportunity given
for discussion.

The Address was adopted.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved, seconded
by Hon. Mr. MITCHELL- that the said
Address be jresented to His Excellency
by such members as are members of the
Privy Council. Carried.

The House then adjourned until Tues-
day at 3 o'clock.

Otrawa, April 16th, 1872

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o'clock,

NOTICES OF MOTION.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN gave notice that
he would enquire of the Government whe-
ther it is their intention to introduce a bill
to amend the law respecting patents and
inventions.

Hon, Mr. MILLER.—Whether it is the
intention of the Government to maintain
a force for the protection of the coast fish-
eries and whether the Imperial authorities
will co-operate.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD.—Whether the
Government propose to adhere to the
broad gauge for the Intercolonial Rail.
way.

BILLS,

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill

: amend the Act respecting the Statutes
a.

- Hon. Mr. ATKINS introduced a Bill res.

m:ing the Public Lands of the Dom-

RETURNS,

Hon. Mr. AIKINS presented a return
with respect to corporal punishment.
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL presented the an-
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nual Reports respecting Trade and Navi-
gation and Inland Revenue.

Business.

H.R. H. THE PRINCE OF WALES.

* Theorder for the day, Address of congra-

tulation on the recovery of His Royal High-
ness the Prince of Wales, was then taken
up.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said—I am con-
fident that the House will cordially, and
with one voice, unite in the congratula-
tions which it is proposed that the Parlia-
ment of Canada should offer to Her
Majesty on the happy recovery of His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. We
have taken the earliest opportunity after
the Speech from the Throne had been
answered, to submit to this House the
Address containing these congratulations,
and every hon. member will, I am sure.
gladly seize the earliest orportunity of
tendering them to Her Majesty. We all
remember  the universal  anxiety
which was felt in this country during
those gloomy days when H. R. Highness’s
life was in danger. If I may venture to
gauge the experience of other hon. mem-
bers by my own, I may safely say that
that anxiety was spread over the whole
Dominion,and pervaded every fire side. It
was not -merely that we loved the
Queen with the respectful attachment and
homage of a free people, and felt deeply
the great personal sorrow with which, for
the second time, she was threatened. Nor
merely that we sympathized tenderly and
truly with the courageous and noble wife
of the Prince; but we believed the nation
to be passing through a time of consider=
able political uneasiness, for many old
landmarks of the country had been
attacked, and a disposition had manifest.
ed itself amongst a portion of the
British public, an active portion,
to attack others, stimulated more or
less by success, and strengthened by num-
bers,whose views went infinitelybeyond any
expressed, or perhaps held, by its leaders.

under these  circumstances, the
Prince’s  life was in danger,
and when we reflected on  the

upon the Queen’s

grobable effect Q
enlth of a fatal termination of his illness,
snd on the tender years of the young
Prince Albert Victor, we knew that we
had cause for deep  concern.
And now that the sorrow with which

the Queen and the Nation were threatened
has passed by, we rejoice with a_joy as all
pervading as were our grief and our sym-

thy. We heartily pray that H.R H.'s
fe may long be spared, and that his

reign, when it shall please God to call him
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to the Throne, may long perpetuate the
ounstitutional rule under his Royal moth-
er’s administration, under which we and
all ber subjects have so long enjoyed the
blessings of free and just government.

am confident that, notwithstanding
the teachings of a small and narrow.
minded school of political philosophers,
the people ot England will respond to the
sentence with which this address is closed,
and which so entirely speaks the senti-
“ments of this House in assuring Her Ma-
Jesty of our * unswerving attachment to
the Empire, andof our devotion to her
Throne and Person” With these words,
Inow beg leave to propose the fullowing
Address of Congratulation ¢

To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty :
MosT GRrACIOUS SOVEREIGN :

We, Your Majesty's dutiful and loyal
subjects, the Senate of Canada in Parlia-
ment assembled, humbly approach Your
Majesty to offer You our earnest congra.
tulations, on the restoration to health of
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,

The visit of His Royal Highness to Brit-
ish North America, and the acquaintance
which he then made with its people, have
served to render their sympathy during
his illness the more keen, and we humbly
assure Your Majesty that Your subjects in
Canada are deeply thankful to Almighty
God for the happy recovery of the Prince.

" Your Majesty's Canadian subjects of all
creeds and races participated in Your
Majesty’s affliction whilst His Royal High-
ness’ life was in danger, and we humbly
trust that Your Majesty will graciously
suffer us to.unite in the congratulations
Wwhich, by acclamation from all parts of
the Empire, have greeted Your Majesty
on the passing away of the great calamity
With which the nation was threatened.

We desire humbly to renew to Your
Majesty the expression of our unswerving
attachment to the Empire, and devotion
to Your Majesty's Throne and Person.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST,
Who followed in French, said that it was
With the most unfeigned pleasure that he
Tose to second the Address, which had
Juet been moved by the Hon. Postmaster
General. He could reiterate what that
hon. gentleman had said so forcibly, that
the whole population, without respect to

or creed, had heard with the deepest
Sorrow the news of the illness of H. R.
ighness the Prince of Wales, and had
thized most sincerely with his august
Mother and wife in their great sorrow.
He could also testify to the joy that per-
Vaded all classes when the cause for
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anxiety was at last removed, and the
British. Empire was saved from the sad
calamity of the death of the heir to the
British Crown. Happily, however, all
danger to British institutions had been
avertcd by his recovery, and the attach.
ment ofall classes of the people ,to the
Crown strengthened by the event which
had caused so much sorrow and anxiety
throughout the length and breadth of the
British Empire.

The Address was then ordered to be
engrossed, signed by the Speaker, and
sent to the Commons for their concur-
rence.

DECEASED SENATORS,

The SPEAKER having informed the
House of the death of Senators H. E. J.
Duchesnay and Bill,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved an ad-
journment of the House out of respect to
those gentlemen, and in doing so, alluded
particularly to Senator Duchesnay, with
whom he had a longer and more intimate
acquaintance than he had with
Senator Bill. That gentleman
had been like himself, long connected
with the Conservative party, and was a
member of an illustrious French Canadian
family, whose name was perfectly familiar
to every student of those times when the
French were the rulers of Canada. The
late Senator was a worthy scion of that
stock, and had always fulfilled most hon.
ourably and consistently all his publie
duties, while not & few present could also
testify to his courteous demeanour and
other admirable personal traits.

Hon. Mr. HOLMES spoke of his ac-
quaintance with the late Senator Bill, who
had always been most upright and honor-
able in all his relations with the world.

Hon. Mr. ARMAND seconded the motion
of the hon, Postmaster General, and re-
ferred to the high descent of the late
Senator Duchesnay,to his amiable qualities
and to his sincere desire to perform stricte
ly and honourably his’obligations as a pubs
lic man. He had left behind him very
many friends who would always preserve
his memory fresh in their minds.

The House then adjourned.

WepNEspAY, April 17, 1872,
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o’clock.
NOTICES OF MOTION.
After presentation of a number of Pe-

titions from Dominion Board of Trad
Grand Trunk Railroad Company, Monm:i
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and Chamglain Railroad Company, Ship- | Guevremont, Hazen, Letellier de St. Just,

owners and Ship Chandlers of Oatario,
&o.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN gave notice that
be would move for copies of all corres-
pondence between the Dominion Govern-
ment 4nd Local Governments of Ontario
and Quebec, with respect to the Provin-
cial Arbitration.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL laid on tabte list
of Standing Committees of the Senate,
which Government intended moving.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD gave notice that
he would move for an address, praying
for return, giving certain information re-
specting European & North American
Railroad, and that portion of the Inter-
oolonial Railroad, extending to Amberst,
N. 8.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL presented Ad-
dress from His Excellency the Governor
General, laying before the House certain
Census returns.

The House then adjourned.

Tuurspay, April 18, 1872.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.
PETITIONS,

The following petitions were read :

Of the Corporation of the Town of Wood-
stock, in the Province of Ontario,

Of Sir W. E. Logan, F.R.8,, and others
of the City of Montreal, of Sir Hugh Allan,
President of the Montreal Telegraph Com-

any, and of the Board of 'I'rade of the
Bity of Montreal. ’

Of Messrs. Jones and Miller, and of Wm.
Lewis and others connected with Shipping
in the Province of Ontario, -

Of the Caughnawaga Ship Canal Com~
pany.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved, seconded

by Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, that the following -

be Standing Committees of the House :

Privrivg —Hon. Messrs. Aikens, Bureau,
Burnham, Carrall, Chapais, Dumouchel,
Ferguson, Girard, Hazen, Holmes, Locke,
Olivier, Reesor, Sanborn, Simpson and
Skead.

Lisrary—Hon. Messrs. Allan, Blake,
Bourinot, Chaffirs, Chapais, Cormier, Corn-
wall, Ferguson,: Girard,; Hazen, Lacoste,
Leonard, Locke, Madfarlane, Malhiot,
Mills, Odell, Panet, Reedor, Renaud and
Steeves.

SranpiNg OrRPERs AND PRIvateE BiLLs.—
Hon. Messrs. Aikins, Allan, Archibald,
Armand, Botsford, Bourinot, Cornwall,
Dever, Dickson, Ferrier, ‘Flint, Girara,

Miller, Northup, Olivier, Panet, Perry,
Banborn, Sieeves, and Hon. Mr. Camp-
bell. .

BangiNg, COMMEROE, AND RAILWAYS.—
1?on, Messrs. Bureau, Chapais, Churchill,
errier, Foster, Hamilton (Kingston),
Kaulback, McDonald (Toronto), McLelan,
McMaster, Macdonald (Victoria), Macpher-
son, Malhiot, Mitchell, Robertson, Kyan,
Simpson, Skead, Smith, Sutherland, ‘'es-
sier, Wark, Wilmot, and Wilson.

CoNTINGENT AccouNms. — Hon, Messrs.
Armand, Benson, Botsford, Burnham,
Carroll, Chapais, Christie, Dickey, Dick-
son, Dumouchel, Hamilton (Inkerman),
Letellier de St. Just. McCielan, McDonald
(loronto), Macfarlane, Macpherson, Miller,
Mitchell, Mills, Read, -Ryan, Seymour,
Shaw, Tessier, and Wilson.

PATENTS.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN made the following
enquiry of the Government :— Whether it
is the 1ntention of the Government during
the present Session of Parliament, to in-
troduce a Bill to amend the Law relating
to Patents for inventions, 80 as to permit
citizens of other countries to obtain Pa-~
tents on the same terms as citizens of the
Domipion can obtain them in foreign coun-
tries ; not giving to foreigners in any case
better terms than to our own citizens ?

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL~—It is the inten-
tion of the Government toxgntroduce a bill
making more liberal the existing law res-
pecting Patents ; but it will be'more con-
venient hereafier to state its precise de-
tails.

THE FISHERIES,

Hon. Mr. MILLER asked :—Whether it
is the intemtion of the Government to
maintain a force for the protection of the
Coast Fisheries during the coming seasen,
and if so, will the Imperiai Government
co-operate in the service 7 -

“Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—It is the inten-
tion of the Government to place the usual
force on the service to which my hon.
friend has relerred, and it is also the inten-
tion of the Imperial Government to give
such directions as will ensure the co-.oper-
ation of Her Majesty's fleet with the crui-
sers of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. LOCKE—Is the force to be
placed on the service at onae ?

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL-—One vessel has
already received orders to proceed to the
Magdalen Islands in connection with. the
herring fishery. The mackerel fishery
which requires the most vigilance on our
part, does not come on till later, but we
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2 Question of

. Hon. Mr. LOCKE--Are not the salaries
In Ontario higher than those in the other
Tovinces ?

Hou. Mr. CAMPBELL —They are some-
what higher.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT referred to the in-
Crease in thé cost of living within the past
ten years, and the propriety of equalizing
the salaries of the Judges, especially in
View of the large contribution to Customs
by the Maritime Provinces—larger in pro-
Portion than that made by the old Pro-
vince of Canada. He could not understand
Why such a distinction should be made in
the case of men so highly qualified to fill
the position as were the Judges of the
Maritime Provinces.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL agreed with the
Temarks of his hon. colleague that the
question of salaries might have to be dealt
With in another Parliament.

Hon. Mr. LOCKE was curious to know
Whether there was to be a radical change
In that new Parliament to which reference
Was made (laughter).

STATUTES.

The House then went into Committee,

on. Mr. Hamilton in the Chair, and pass-
9d the Bill with respect to the custody of
the Statutesof Canada.

MESSAGE.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL announced a

essage from His Excellency graciously
acknowledgiog receipt of the Address of
the Senate.

Tugspay, 23rd April, 1872,
,The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
O'clock,

PRIVATE BILLS. .

Hon. Mr. HAZEN, from the Committee
on Standing Orders and Private Bills, re-
Ported favourably on the following peti-
ton, recommending in case of several
®uspension of ordinary rule with reference

notice : .

Of Messrs. James Domville & Co., and
Others of the City of St. John, in the

fovince of New Brunswick; praying for

® passing of an Act to authorize them
 establish a Banking Institution in the
%aid City of St. John.

Jf W. H. Howland and others of the.

City ot Torento; praying to be incorpor-
Ated ag « The Toronto Corn Exchange As-
Sociation, ™
Of the Detroit River Tunnel Company;
fl‘l'a_ymg for the passing of an Act to amend
Sir Act of incorporation, so that bonds
¥ be issued on the guarantee of Rail-

4
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way Companies using the Tunnel and for
other purposes.

Of the St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway
Company ; praying for the passing of am
Act to amend their Act of incorporation,
to authorise a further extension of their
Railway, and for other purposes.

Of the ¢:iand Trunk Railway Company
of Canada, . .foresaid ; praying for the pass.
ing of an Act, to create a third mortgage
upon the lines and property of the Mon-
treal and Champlain Railway Company,
newly purchased by the said Grand Trunk
Railway Company of Canada, and for other
purposes,

Of J. C. Fitch and others of the City of
Toronto; praying to be incorporated as
* The Bank of Canada.”

QUESTION Oi¢ “ COPYRIGHT.”

Hon. Mr. RYAN—In pursuance with
the notice which is on the minutes I rise
to move,

¢That an humble Adudress be presented to His
Excellency the (Fovernor General, praying that
His Excellency will cause to be laid before this
House, coples of all correspondence with the Im-
perial Government, or with any person or per-
sons since the 20th February, 1871, in relation te -
the question of Copyright, as well as to that of -
re-printing British Copyright works in Canada.”

It :will be in the recollection of the
House that for the last four years a mo-
tion similar to this, or having relation to
this subject, has been proposed by my=
self, and addresses based on the motion
have been regularly adopted by the
Senate, but I am sorry to say that, al-
though the question is one of great im-
portance to the interests of the country
no result of any moment has, so tar, beea
produced by these frequent addresses, or
the representations made by the Canadian
Government to the British authorities in
relation to the matter. Honourable gen~
tlemen will probably recollect the his-
tory of this question. In 1868 when
the first address of the Senate was passed
we found it in this position. ‘lhere was
then a right which was acquired from the
Imperial Government in 1849, to im
British copyright books from the United
States orthe payment of a small duty,
on condition of this duty being set aside to
form a fund for the benefit of the author.
This was intended as a concession to
Canada, 80 that cheap literature might be
imported into the country. But as time -
wen$ on, and our printing, like other in-
dustrial interests, increased, those whe
were engaged in the publishing business
felt it a grievance that whilst they were
prevented from printing copyright works,
their importation from a foreign country-
was actually allowed under the conditiom
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‘mentioned. The object of the Address
which was presented to His Excellency at
that time was to remove this grievance by
giving the same right to our printers and
publishers of priating British copyrights
as was accorded, and still is accorded,
to American publishers on the other side
of the line. Our capabilities for printing
such works cheaply were as great then as
those possessed by the Americans—per-
haps more so; and we appealed on the
subject to the British (Government through
His Excellency the Governor General, and
that Address was followed by despatches
from the Government, which were brought
down to this House on our motion in due
course. The representation was made to
the British Government that, as soon as
ever measures were taken for the protec-
tion of the interests of the British
authors in the shape of an excise,
permission should lie given for the
reprinting of British copyrights in Canada
I need not go through the various negoti-
ations which have passed since 1868
between our Government and that of
Great Britain. You will recollect perhaps
one important fact which I mentioned last
year, and that was, that the prospect of
an International Copyright Treaty with the
United States was the chief impediment
to having our wishkes complied with.
Great hopes were held out that that Treaty
would be accomplished, put it fell to the
ground, and there is no appearance at
present that such a measure will be carried
out. We are therefore precisely in the
same position that we were in 1868 on
this subject with this exception, that ne.
gotiations have been going on at different
times betwoen the Government here and
the Imperial Government. In return to
the address presented last year a new
paper was sent down, and which has not
yet been specially brought to the notice
of the House though it is amongst the
papers which were printed. In the Ses.
sional Papers, No. 43. I find a report
from the Minister of linance and the
Minister of Agriculture to the Governor
General and ¥Privy Council. They say:
“What the undersigned would venture to
suggest is that the duty on the ré-prints
of books first published, either in Great
Britain or its dependencies, when import-
ed from foreign countries, ehould be mate-
rially increased.”

The object evidently of this suggestion
was to put an end to importations from
the United States but it is obvious that
to do away with the power of importing
these works would, of course, increase
the oost of literature in this country um-
less we are allowed to reprint them our-

Question of
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selves, We are yet, perhaps, too poor a
country to pay European prices for the
literature which we require. The report
goes on to say : ‘‘ And that it should be
levied in all cases for the benefit of the
author or owner of the copyright, should
such exist.”” Every gentleman will be
prepared to join in the justice of that re-
commendation, that whilst we ask privi-
leges of this sort we should certainly
make provision for the benefit of the
author whose work we should publish ia
this country. The object we have in view
is to benefit the British author as well as
the Canadian jublisher whose interests
are identical. The only interest that
would be injuriously affected would be
the British publishers, and they have, I

Copyright.

‘believe, thrown many impediments in the

way of our acquiring the privilege which
we ack for. ¢ And to prevent evasion of
the law, a declaration should be requested
trom importers that any works which they
may claim to import free of such duty
have never been published either in
Great Britain or in Brit-
ish dependencies ; that  foreigu
reprints of works published in Canada
should be wholly prohibited; that any
author publishing in Canada should be, as
at present, protected in his copyright, but
that, unless British copyright works should
be published concurrently in Canada,
licensed Canadian publishers should be
allowed to publish, paying for the benefit
of the author or owner of the English
copyright an excise duty which could be
collected by means of stamps as easily as
other duties of a similar kind  The
undersigned have no doubt that such a
scheme as that which they have suggested
could be carried into practical effect with
great advantage to the English authors,
who, as a‘rule, would sell their copyrights
for Canada to Canadian publishers. It is
true that British publishers would not
gain that colonial circulation which they
have long tried to obtain without success;
but it is vain to expect that the expensive
editions published in England can meet a
salein any part of the American continent.”
Since these communications have passed
between the two Governments, others,
no doubt have, followed, and I hope that
there will be no objection to showing the
position of these further negotiations with
as little delay as possible. ~ Although 1t
may appear to some that the subject has
been followed up, perhaps too persistently,
yet, 1 believe, nothing but persistence and
energy in urging this matier on the Im.
perial Government will hring iv to a sue-
cessful issue. Since I gave notice of my
motion I have thought that it would be
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perhaps advisable to make an addition to
show Britich authors how little benefit
they receive from the present mode of
collecting duty on American reprints of
their works coming into Canada. I would
therefore propose to add to the words of
my motiom as printed: ¢ Also a return
showing the amount of duty collected
upon ccpies of British copyright works im-
ported into the Dominion irom the United
States during the fiscal year 1870-T1, as
well as the amount of such duties as have
been paid to tke author or authors ofsuch
works.”” It now just con es to my recol-
lection that a voluminous correspond-
ence on the subject of copyright appeared
in the London ZTimes, not many months
ago, and amongst many authors, who then
made known their complaints, the Arch-
bishop of Dublin wrote a leiter in which
he complained of the very small return
received from Canada, and rather reflected
upon the msnagement of our Customs 1n
collecting the duty for the benefit ot Brit-
ish authors. [ think he said that althou:h
one ofhis works was widely circulated in
Canada, yet all he received was some-
thing like six shillings and eight pence,
or some such trivial sum. There is no
doubt whatever thit lirge numbers of
such works are smuggled into this coun-
try from the United States. but in addi
tion to this many pass the Custora House,
because of the absence of timely returns
from the proper authorities in England. 1
have no doubt, knowing as I do some-
thing of the slowness with which public
departments move, that returns of copy~
right works only come out some time after
they have appeared in England, and bave
been copied in the United States, and con-
8equently are not in the possession of our
Customs officers, as soon as the American
reprints are sent in, The officer looks at-
bis [ists, and not sesing the work men.
tioned in them, allows the books to pass
free. Under such circumstances it will be
easy to explain why such a small amount
18 collected on American reprints for the
benefit of authors. As a forcible illustra.
tion of the position in which our publish-
ers are pow  placed, I  may
Mention that a  well known
gentleman in Montreal—I refer to the
_ Compiler and publisher of the Dominion
irectory—who ,has labored long and
®arnestly in this matter, has been forced
.establish a printing office at Rouses’
oint, across the frontier, in order that he
ay be ina position to ocompete with
American publishers. 1do noi attempt to
Justify or ofter an opinion on this proceed-
Ing; I give it simply as an example of the
effect of the present system upon our

Question of
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printing industry. We should certainly
endeavour to encourage Canadian publish-
ers and keep them in the country, instead
of forcing them across the border. In my
motion, Irefer to correspondence with
“person or persons,” as well as with the
Government for I understand that a cor-
respondence has been going on with in-
fluential individuals on this question, and
a letter has been written by a distinguish-
ed gentleman, Sir Charles Trevelyan, ap-
proving of the action and demands of the
Canadian Government on the subject. I
believe such correspondence should en-
courage our Government to prosecute
this olject with vigor, and use every
effort to obtain the very desirable boon we
have =0 long been asking.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied: I may
say at once, I believe there is no official
correspondence after that to which my
hon. friend has referred—the report ot
two members of the Government on the
subject, which was sent to England. There
has been, however, some unoflicial corres-
pondence, and the hon. gentleman is right
in mentioning the name of Sir Charles
Trevelyan, but I do not know if it can be
brought down. ] would suggest to my
hon. rriend that he also add to his motion
a request for a return which will show the
dates st which the copyright lists come
out to this country; and then the whole
case will be laid¢ before the public. My
hon. friend deserves to succeed—he has
persevered, session after session, since
Confederation, and { may add that his
efforts have not been confined to this
House, but have been exerted, with the
same object in view, during the vacation,
both in this country and in England. The
Government are entirely in accord with
the hon. gentleman on the question, and
hope that now, since there is no prospect
of an International Copyright Treaty, they
will be able to come to some satisfactory
arrangement with the British authorities.

In accordance with the suggestion of
Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL,

Mr. RYAN added the following words to
his motion :

¢ And further a return stating at what
datesand periods with reference to the
dates of publication, lists of works which
are copyrights are transmitted from the
proper department in London to the
proper department for collecting the du-
ties on copies of such copyright works in
this country.”

Hon. Mr. BUREAU made a few re-
marks, but they were not audible to the
reporter. )

he motion, as amended, then passed.

Copyright.



Routine

31
PICTOU RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY asked the Govern.
ment whether itis intended to afford in-
creased facilities for the conveyance of
coal over the Government line of railway,
between Pictou and Halifax, in Nova Sco-
tia, and in doing so, he stated that there
had been actually a coal famine last
March in Halifax. The carrying capacity
of the line was unequal to the public re-
quirements.

Hoa. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that it
was intended to atford increised facilities
on the line in question—in fact, the Min-
ister of Public Works had already com.
menced to» make improvements in the di-
reotion required. :

STATUTES.

On motion of Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL the
bill in respect to the custody of the Sta-
tutes was read a third time., and sent to
the Commons for their concurrence.

The Bouse then adjourned.

WepNesDAY, 24th April, 1872,

The SPEAK ER took the Chair at three
o'clock.
COPYRIGHT.

Hon. Mr. RYAN presented a petition
in reference to Copyright from the Domin-
ion Board of Trade, and again called at-
tention of the Government to the sub-
Jject.

POSTAL STEAM COMMUNICATION WITH
WEST INDIES.

On the presentation of a petition by
Hon. Mr. DICKKY in reference to direct
Steam Communication between Canada
and West Indies and Brazil.

ffon. Mr. CAMPBELL stated that there
was a prospect of that communication
being afforded at no distant date; for
favorable propositions were now under the
oconsideration of the Government—of
course he could not say whether they
would be accepted or not—who were very
desirous of securing the communications
in question.

Hon. Mr. RY AN—With the Foreign or
British West [ndies?

Hon Mr. CAMPBELL—It was hoped
that it would be arranged that the propo-
gition would extend to the British as well
as Foteign West Indies.

PRINTING.

Hon. Mr. SANBY)R Y presented repurt
Joint Committee on Printing, approving
of the action of Mr. Hartney in reference
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to the printing of Mr. Dawson’s report.
Report to be considered on Monday.

NAVIGATION OF ST. LAWRENCE.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
asked whether it is the intention of the
Government to provide ettectually for the
protection of the navigation of the St.
Lawrence, either by stationing tug boats
of the necessary tonnage and power to
relisve, and help to save vessels, and the
crews of vessels leaving the Ports of Mon-
treal and Quebec annually, during the
last days of the season of navigation, or
by encouraging Companies for that pur-
pose.

Whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to grant rewards to those resi-
dents on the South Shore of the St. Law-
rence, in the Counties of L'lslet and
Kamouraska, who, at the risk of their
lives, succeeded in saving the crews of
vessels abandoned in the midst of the ice
during the severe cold of last autumn,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that it
was not the intention of the Government
to station tug-boats at any particular
points for the purpose of relieving vessels.
The Government laid it down as a princi-
ple of action not to interfere with the en-
terprise of private companies when they
were equal to the performance of the
service. The Quebec Tug Boat Company
was eiliciently conducted, he understood
from members of the mercantile commu-
nity. Only when the services of such
companies could not be obtained, and life
and property were in peril, were the Gov-
ernment justified to step in. Indeed, the
Government had no boats which could be
detailed for such a service. The Druid
was unfit, while the Napoleon was indis-
pensable for the performance of
the remoteé Light House Service. With
respect to the latter part of
the tirst question the Government
had always done its best to assist said
vessels. With reference to the second
question there was a sum of money put in
the Estimates last year as a reward for
those who had made themselves conspicu-
ous for saving life and property. Appli.
cations were now under the purview of
the department in relation to the heroism
of the habitants of L'Islet and Kamour-
aska, ard they would receive that atten-
tion to which they were entitled.

FISHERIER,

Hon, Mr. SANBORN gave notice of an
enquiry with reference to expences incur-
red last session by DBritish and Canadian
Governments in protecting the Fisheries.

The House then adjourned.

Business.
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TaurspaY, 25th April, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock.
PETITIONS

Hon. Mr. SANBORN favorably reported
from Committee on Standing Orders and
Private Bills on following petitions:—

Of W. H. Gault and oth:rs ot the City
of Montreal, praying to be incorporated
a8 “The Exchange Bank.”

Of the British Americin Assurance Com-
pany ; praying for the passing of an Act
to alter and amend their Act of incorpora-
tion in certain particulars,

Of the Great Western Railway Com-
pany ; praying that the restrictions of the
one hundred and thirty-first clause of
the Railway Act may be modified,and that
the power of loaning and guaranteeing
may be defined.

Of H 8. Howland and others, of the
City of Toronto, praying to be incorpo-
rated as the ‘Pacific Junction Bridge Com-
pany,”’ for the purpose of constructing a
Railway or other Bridge over the river Ste.
Marie, near the Sault Ste. Marie,

Of the Caughnawaga Ship Canal Com-
pany, praying for the amendment of the
Act of Incorporation.

BAY VERTE CANAL.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY asked the Govern-
ment whether the Report of the Survey of
a Canal to unite the waters of the Gulf of
8aint Lawrence with the Bay of Fundy
will be submitted to Parliament, and
when ?

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that it
would be presented during the present
session. The Engineer, who had been
directed to report on the Canal unfortu-
nately fell ill, and the report was conse.
quently delayed. It was now under con-
sideration of Mr. Page, and would be laid
before Parliament as soon as possible.

WELLAND CANAL.

Hon. Mr. BENSON said that since he
had given notice of his enquiry with re-
spect to the supply of water for the Wel«
land Canal, he found there was an item
already in the Estimates. It was, how-
ever, very desirable to know what action
the government intended to take in con-
nection with this matter, for the parties
interested were very anxious on the sub-
§ Two propositions for remedying
existing difficulties were before the gov.
ernment, and he hoped they would soon
be'in a position to state their decision.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that his
hon. friend had seen there was an item in
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the estimates, and consequently his en-
quiry was answered. It was the wish
of the government to expend the money
80 that the object desired might be ae-
complished this season. The two plans,
proposed for increasing the supply of
water had heen reported upon by the
Engineers, and elahorate reports in ¢ n-
nection therewitl, were now before the
Board of Works, but he did not know whas
conclusion would pbe arrived at by the De-
partment,

Business.

FISHERIES,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL laid on the table
the Annual Report of the Department of
Marine and Fisheries,

Che House then adjourned.

Fripay, 26th April, 1872.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 8
o’clock, p.m.
BRITISH COLUMBIA,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL laid on the table
the report of the Hon. Mr. Langevin's
visit to British Columbia.

CAPE BRETON.

Hon. Mr. BOURINUT—I now beg leave
to make the following enquiry of the Gov-
ernment—Whether the Government have

received a Report of the Survey which they

ordered to be made for opening a Canal
between the waters of the Bras d'Or at
East Bay and S8ydney Harbour, and in con-
tinuation of St. Petler’s Canal, thereby
facilitating the growing trade of the. most
extensive Coal mines of the Dominion
situate in Cape Breton ;—and if such Re-
port has been received, to request the
Government to lay it on the Table of the
House ? Also, whether it 18 the intention
ot the Government to prosecute the pro-
posed work at an early date? My chief
reason for making this enquiry is this,—
that some time ago a public meeting was
held at Sydney to take this matter into
oonsideration, and at that meeting m

hon. colleague (Mr, Archibald) and myself
were asked to act in concert with the hon,
gentleman who represents the county in
the Commons. On the occasion of that
meeting, I took a somewhat prominemt
part, and therefore I may be allowed te
make a few remarks in relation to the
subject. It has been replied elswhere to
& somewhat similar enquiry— that the en-
gineer who was to be sent to examine the
8t. Peter's Canal, would also examine the
ground through which it is proposed to
construct the work im question. I may

‘state, however, that & Government En

gineer, Mr. MacNab, hes siready takem



13 Cape

a survey of the route, and I presume his
weport is in the hands of the Government.
Withrespect to St. Peter's Canal, it is well
known that it is too narrow for the large
alass of vessels who are likely to make use
ofit. If the work in question is opened
up, there is no doubt whatever that the
amount of shipping that will avail itself of
both canals will be very large in the
eourse of time, inasmuch as they will af.
ford such admirable facilities for reaching
the very valuablé coal mines of Sydney.
Instead of being exposed to the danger-
eus navigation of the Atlantic coast of
Abe Island at certain seasons, especially
dapgerous in the vicinity of Scattarie,
these vessels will be enabled to avail
themselves of the secure passage by the
inland waters of the Bras d’Or Lake and
Bpani-h River up to the wharves at Syd-
mey where they can load wi.h celerity. It
must be borne in mind that the coal
mines of Cape Breton are the most ex-
$ensive in the Dominion, and are already
" eonnected with the noble harbor of Syd-
mey by lines of railsay., In the face of
the hostile American tariff, the coal ex-
portis still two thirds ¢! the whole sent
eut of Nova S:otia; and under a more
favorable commercial srrangement with
the United States, the production must,
in the course of time, reach to millions
of tons annually. We havealready great
facilities in the shape of railways and
wharves for carrying on the trade, and
eventually Sydney must become one of
the largest and busiest towns of the Do-
munion. We also expect one day to
see the mines connected with Louisbourg,
an: admirable harkour, open
at all seasons, and the mearest Atlantic
rt of the Dominion to Europe
am quite sure that the attention of the
Government will be drawn to this flourish-
ing section of Canada, and that they will
mot fail to consider its requirements, and
grant those sums of money which' are
absolutely necessary for the development
of - its large industrial resources.
fion. Mr. CAMPBELL—I asked the hon.
tleman who is at the head of the
lic Works whether there was any re-
port on the subjeot, and understood from
him. that none was in the possession of
the Deg:rr:ment. Now that my hon. friend
has re d to the report of Mr. MoNab,
1 will make further inquiry into the sub-
Jock. - 1 was.also informed by the Minister
of Public. Works. that it is his intention
%0 instruct the engineer déetailed, to ex-
amine the 8t. Peter's Canal, also. to-re-
soﬂ'on the work ; od ‘between Bras
'Or and Sydney:
that report is received, the Govermment
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will be 1na position to state something
definite with respect to the Canal in ques-
tion, I had the pleasure last summer of
visiting Sydney in company with my hon.
colleague, the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, and seeing the hon. gentlemen
opposite (Hcn. Messrs, Archibald and
Bourinot), and I confess I was both de-
lighted and astonished at the spacious-
ness and security of the harbour—decid-
edly not surpassed on this continent.
When I consider the existence of
its extensive coal mines, and their close
proximity to the sea, I can have no
doubt as to the future of the fine Island
to which my hon. friend has just
referred. 1 trust that he will believe that
the Government are anxious in every way
possible to promote its prosperity. When
1 look at the Bras D’Ur Lake, I can easily
believe that screw steamers, likely here-
after to take the place of sailing vessels,
would follow the route proposed to be
established.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT—There are now
several screw steamers on their way from
Great Britain, to enter into the coal trade
of Cape Bretow.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Therefore the
navigation of the Bras d'Or is more im-
portant than ever. ‘T'he Governmens
will not fail to give the subject all the con-
sideration to which it is entitled.

MANITOBA JUDICIARY.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD asked the Govern-
ment— When does the Uovernment in-
tend to complete the judicial organization
of the Province of Manitoba, and to ap-
point Judges for the administration of
Jjustice within the limits of that Pro-
vince ? .

Hon: Mr. CAMPBELL—I beg to say
that the official copy of the Act under
which the judiciary of Manitoba has been
arranged, has been only recently received
in this part of the country, and that we
have not yet had time to make the
appointment of the judges required under
1ts provisions. The Government, however,
expect that the orgsnization of the judie
ciary.in the Province will be completed at
an early date. :

MANITOBA LAND QUESTION.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD—As this honorable
House is aware, I am one of the represen-
tatives of that new Province, whose or-
ganization is still tar from being completed
80 as to meot the wants and necessities ot
the Keopl« You must have seen by the
gub ia prints that there has been a good

eal ot discontent in the Provinocs on
account of the land question. F have just'
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received a letter from a member of the
Legislature informing me that there exists
oonsiderable agitation on the subject ; and
it is therefore very advisable that the
question should be arranged as soon as
practicable. The Province is young yet,
but has immense capabilities for progress,
and it no doubt will fillan important place
in the future among the members of the
Confederation. It is, therefore, very ne-
cegsary that every care should be taken
to remove all causes of dissatisfaction in
the Province, especially with respect to
the public lands. The people of Mani-
toba do not yet thoroughly understand all
the laws and regulations with respect to
the question, but they are loyal and
honest. When an engagement has been
solemnly entered into, they believe it
ought to be carried out as soon as pos-
sible; and therefore theyare very anxious
on the subject of the division of the land
grant made some time ago. Itis for the
nterest of the Government and of the
whole Confederation to deal with this
question as expeditiously as possible. No
portion of the people of the Dominion
are more attached to the 1astitutions
which they now enjoy ; and I hope to be
able to return to them with the know-
ledge that their jusi claims have been
granted by the Government. With these
remarks I ask permission to inquire—
Whether the Government have adopted
measures:

1st. For putting an end to the existing
difficulties and confusion in the Province
ftfn Manitoba on the subject of the public

ds

_2nd. For the division, as soon as pos-
Sible of the 1,400,000 acres of land appro-
{a&ted for the half-breed residents of
nitoba among those who have a right
ereto, and if not, what measure the
overnment intend to adopt for the pur-
g::% of putting an end to these difficul-

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—In respect to the

t question, I may say that the Govern-
ment have adopted measures for allaying
%oy discontent that may at present exist
In the Province. It is well understood
that the halt-breed lands ocould not be se-
lected until the surveys were sufficiently
far advanced. During the past year some
tweniy surveyors were sent into the
vainoo, and the work has been very
Suergetically prosecuted, as the map I
Shallnow lay on the table will clearly show.
1""&mrvoyu are now sufliciently far ad.
::llood to-enable » selection of the lands

e made, The Lieutenant Governor
::‘«bcennommw with, snd asked

ake the selection. The rights of

[APrIL 26, 1872]

Land Question. 88

existing settlers are to be respected—
certain sections are to be retained iun cer-
tain townships for the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany—also a certain section for school.
purposes. The wood lands are also to be
divided so that a portion will be retained
for the use of immigrants. With reference
to the second question, 1 may reply that
until the rear line of the settlements was
fixed, the allotment could not be made.
Instructions have been given by the de-
partment to complete this reur line as
soon as possible, and it is expected thas
by the fall patents will be issued to a$
least one half of the half-breeds. I may
also add that the services of some fifty
surveyors have been obtained-—some of
them have already gone—to hasten the
surveys of the Province.

INLAND FISHERIES,

Hon. Mr. FLINT asked the Government
when it is their intention tc take steps to
protect the Salmon and other fish in the
lakes and streams in the rear part of the
County of Frontenac, United Counties of
Lennox and Addingion, County of Huss-
ings and Peterborough, from destruction,
caused by parties employed in taking
them with spears and nets contrary to the
Fishetry Act, and if so, whether that ao-
tion will be immediate ? B

My reason for makiug this enquiry, he
said, is that our rivers and lakes are well
stocked with salmon and salmon trout
which are, every spring and fall, taken by
spears and nets in large quantities by
foreigners who come from the other side
of the line. I have been credibly inform-
ed that one bundred tons were taken dur
ing last fall to the United States from one
place, Representations have been made
on the subject to the Fishery Department,
but the Fishery Agent has not yet recelv-
ed instructions to deal with the matter,
and consequently I am constrained to
make this enquiry at the present tlime,
when there is urgent need that some steps.
should be taken to prevent these en-
croachments by foreigners. .

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—] may state in
ahswer to the hon. gentleman that the
Government are very anxious to -protect
the inland fisheries, and have done their
best to ascomplish the object they have in
view. No doubt these encroachments are
very extensive, but it is very difficult for
the Department, with .the _sm.ll sum of
money and staff at their dispoeal, to pro-
teot effectually all the waters of s0 exten-
sive an sarea as that watered by the S

Lawrence and great lakes. On»
of the great diffioulties: . that
the Department have te oontend
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agiinst is the want of oco-operation on
the part of the settlers and farmers who
live in the vicinity of the lakes and
streams ; and until they do their duty it
is almost impossible for the small staft of
public officers to give anything like effect-
ive protection to all the waters of the
Dominion.

Hon. Mr. FLINT—The gentleman to
whom 1 referred is Mr. Wilkins, of Belle-
ville, who was sent to examine into this
matter, and he is still awaiting iustrue.
tions ever siuce he made his report. So
far as I am concerned I am desirous of
doing all in my power to assist the Gov-
ernment in protecting our inland fisher-
ies.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL explained that
he understood that the difficulty in the
case of the gentleman alluded to was that
the Government found it necessary to
limit the staff to a certain sum of money
for travelling expenses. That gentleman
had more than once exceeded the limit,
and he was not now in & position to move
in the matter unless he travelled without
pay.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—This subject is very
important, and 1 am glad attention has
been called to it by the hon. gentleman
opposite. Whilst I am willing to accord
due credit for what has been done by the
Department, 1 must say that they are ae-~
relict if they do not ask for a large sum to
protect the fisheries in question. I have
known large quantities of fish taken by
spear and nets in the fall, and through
the winter, in the direction of the Ottawa
River—not by the foreigners spoken of,
but by people from the Canadian side of
Lake Ontario. I believe the Government
ought to have a Fishery Inspector in every
county.

POSTAL FACLILITIES.

Hon, Mr. SANBURN asked the Govern.
ment whether any arrangement has been
groposed, or is intended to be proposed

y the Government of the Dominion to
the Government of the United States
whereby articles of a bulky nature, such
as are carried by parcel post or book post.
may be transmitted from one country to
the other at a uniform and cheap rate by
mail ? His attention, he said, bad been
called to the question by the fact of many
seroons being anxious to get seeds from

ealers in the United States. At present,
the expense was great, as much as the
value of the package itself. He also asked
leave to add to his question an enquiry
whether the money order system could not
be: carried out between Canada and the
United States.
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Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that no
arrangement was likely to be made in the
face of the Customs difficulties, which
appear insurmountable. As respects the
Money Order system, the Governmend
were anxious 1o see it established, but
they found it was not likely to be attain-
ed whilst the United States adhered to
their present currency.

"MESSAGE.

A Message was received from the Com-
mons with the Bill respecting Larceny of
Stamps, and malicious injuries to proper-
ty.

The House adjourned.

Moxpay, 29th April, 1872,

The' SPEAKER took the chair at eight
O'clock.

PETIT10ONS.

Hon, Mr. HAZEN, from the Committes
on Standing Orders and Private Bills,
reported favorably on the following peti~
tions :

Of the Honorable L. H. Holton, and
others ; praying to be incorporated far
the purpose of constructing a Railway
through the southern frontier of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, between the River St,
Lawrence and the River Richelieu.

Of Geo. H. Wilkes, and others ; pray-
ing to be Incorporated as a Company for
the purpose of constructing Water Works
on the improved plan of the patent ob-
tained by Charles H. Waterous, of the
Town ot Brantford.

Of the Managers of the Ministers’ Wis
dows and Orphans Fund, of the Synod of
the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in-
connection with the Church of Scotland,
praying for certain amendments to their
Act of Incorporation,

Of C. Grindon, and others, of St. Johm,
in reference to certain debentures. .

NOTICES OF MOTION.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACK gave notice of
motion with respect to the lighthouse off
St. Margaret's Bay.

Hon. Mr, MACFARLANE gave notice
with respect to the report of geologicat
survey,

BILLS.

On motion of Hon.Mr. CAMPBELL,
the Bill from the House of Commons with
reference to larceny of stamps was read e
second time.

Also a bill to correet a clerical: error im

. the law respecting maliciows injuries- te
property.
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PRINTING REPORT. )
. On motion of Hon, Mr. SANBORN, the
report of the Joint Committeq on ' Print-
ing was deferred until Thutsday, Mr. Daw-
son having written to the Committee since
the Report was first submitted.

| MESSAGE.

‘A message was rectived from His Exoel.
lency the’Governor General’ with ‘certhin
apers in reference to the Washington
eaty. ) '
- The House then adjourned.

Tusspay, 30th April, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'olock.
. DIVORCE.

Richard Martin, Barnster-at.-Law, ap-
peared at the Bar, and gave testimony to
the effect of having served certain papers
on the respondent at Suspension I?ridge,
N.Y. The petition of J. Robert Martin
for an act of divorce from his wife was then
read and referred to Committee on Stand-
ing Orders and Private Bills.

NARROW va BROAD GUAGE.

Houn. Mr. BOTSFORD, in accordance
with his nolice of enquiry, then brought
forward a large number of authorities to
show the advantages that the country
would derive trom having the Intercoloni-
al Railway constructed on the narrow
instead of the broad guage. In the first
place he stated that he deeply regretted
that the Government of the day had not
graciously yielded to the voice of the ma-
Jority when this question was brought up
In the Commons two years ago. He pre-
sumed he was not incorrect in stating
that a majority were in tavor of changin,
the guage for the line whioh had been
adopted by the Government. The Gov-
ernment dealt with it as a Government
measure and yet there was only a majority
of  two against a.reduction of the guage,
that too after a division in which
%ome gix or eight members of tihe
Administration voted. It was an
Undoubted fact that a flood of light had

cast upon this subject of late years,

and: that the superior advantages of a
Darrow gange had been proved beyond
Qispute. 1n this connection he referred
t8'authorities which were entitled to the
higheat respest—~to the Commission ap-
mudtoonqniro into the merits of thei
ous Feetining Railway. Gentlemen
came from Russis, Sweden, Norway, Swit-
%riand, North Germany, snd together

6
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‘with' celebrated "Enginéers’ interested ‘In
English Railways met' ih- Waleés, and re-
ported on the capabilities of the line;
and the results of their examination were
unanimously ir favour of the work. 'The
1ssue of ‘this examination was, that the
Government of India adopted a gauge of
three feot five inches. ' The Russian Gov-
ernment ' constructed théir railways
thenceforth on a gauge of three feet
Norway and Sweden adopted the gaégé
of three feet six inches. There were
railways running in France only twenty-
nine inches in gau e in Prussia of
thirty-one inches. Two of these linés'in
Franee were in private hands, and another
under the ocontrol of the Government;
and all ‘had been eminently successful in
point of economy of construction and
management, while at the same time they
falfilled “all the  requireménts
of the trade of  the sec-
tion through which they passed. These
goutlemen came to the conclusion that &
gauge from 3 feet to 3 feet 3 was the wid.
est necessary to perform all the work on
a railway. The authority of Capt Tyler was
quoted to show the greatrate of speed at
which a line might be worked. The rail-
way in question carried double the quan:
tity of traflic paesing over the Grand
Trunk, at a rate of 35 or 40 per cent. less
for working the road and maintenance of
way. Healso read from authorities to
show the smaliness of cost in comstructin
the narrow gange. It had been prove
that the gauge of 2 feet 6 was enough for
the heaviest traffic, and was the cheapest
in point of working. On the ordinary
broad gauge, thé weight on the engine
wheels and rolling stock was something
between three and five tons, and the pro-
portion of dead weight which the cars
are obliged to carry is some T0 per cent.

g | of the weight carried; but on the narrow

gauge sll this was reversed. Experience
had proved that the exiraordinary weight
of engines and ocars on brosd gauge lines
would in course of time crush any iron or
steel rails. @Great stress had been laid on
the neceasity of having railways of one
gauge, but now-a.days meéchanical apph.
anoes were arrived at such perfection that
the oost of transfer from one car to another:
was comparatively little, and would
be very insignificant when placed agstihmt'
with &
rglnazo. 1t bad been found, foo,

made much shorter; ‘on the ex-
feet long, laden with minerals and pas-

sengers, was frequently running on three
it was
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Jolly to conmstruct a road on'tlLe broad.
principle.in & new country, when the:same.
amount of work might be done. at a great.
.saving of expenditnre. In order, how.
ever, to arrive a. correct conclusion- with'
-respect to.the Intercolopial Railway it was,
necegsary 1o take .into .consideration the
geographical position.of .the country, and
compare that line with others.in progress.;
Taking Montreal as the natural point.of
departure for the trade:of the Great Weat,
the distance to Halifax was some 858 miles
inlength. The Intercolonial touched the.
-49th degree.of North Latitude, and, passed
through a country.of. which he bad. per-
sonal knawledge, and he could  safel
asgert that a large tract of it was not ca{ ‘
culated to attract seitlers in large num-
bers, though parts of it might-be pretty
well timbered. Now there was .a rival line
in contemplation,— the line which wss to
run from Montreal via River.du Loup
through the Valley of St. John to the
port. of St. John—an admirable harbour
accessible at all seasons. This road wauld
Tun entirely through British territory and
was 624 miles in length to St. Johnagainst .
the 858 of the Intercolonial to Halilax ;
and it would be actually to the advantage
of the Haligonians to go by the tormer
in preference to the latter. He had ac-
quaintance with the country through
which it passes, and could say that it was
well suited for settlement. Again, there
was the line from Sherbrooke vig the Me-
gantic to St. John, making only 435 miles
between Montreal and St. John. 1t would
therefore be seen that the Intercolonial
was to be brought into competition with
rival lines, much shorter and running
through a country better adapted for set-
tlement. In the case of the Intercolonial,
it must also be recollected, that it was ex-
posed to all the ditliculties arising from,
heavy falls of snow very difficult to re-
move, even by the ploughs generally used
for such purposes. Yet in face of the
fact that the Intercolonial was to com-,
pete with rival lines under all these cir.
cumsiances, the Government had deter-
mined to construct it on the most expen-
sive system of guage. Had they yielded
to the feeling of the Commons two years
ago they would have saved the country a
large amount of public money. The
cost of the narrow guage was calcula.,
ted at about three-fifths less than the
broad guage ; and here the hon. gentleman
quoted from the remarks of Mr. Potter,
President of the Grand Trunk Rsilway,
who declared at ameeting of the Company .
that it was of great importance to Canada
that the Intercolonial and Pacific roads
should be of the narrow guage of the.
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American railways, and that it would pay
the Canadian Government five times. over
were they to give the funds neocessary to
substitute the narrow guage on the Grand
Trunk line, Captain Tyler, at the same
time, gave a very emphatic condemnation
of the policy of the Canadian Government
when he stated that the*‘idea of employing
the five feet guage for the whole length of

‘the line, and through. such a country was

little short of madness.”  In conclusion
the bhon. :gentleman stated that he had
been always in favor of the narrow guage
and was very anxious to.see it.adopted in
this country. He was at no time op-
posed to the construction of the Intercol-
onial road ; he had always thought that the
northern Counties of New Brunswick were
entitled to consideration, but he believed
that the Government had adopted an en-
tirely wrong principle with reference to its
construction. The people of the North
Shore of New Brunswick would themselves
in the course of time awake
to the consciousness that it would - have
been for their interest had the narrow:
gauge been adopted. He did not wish to.
throw any impediment in the way of the
speedy completion of the line, but he cer-
tainly did desire to save alarge amount of
public money, which was being thrown
away. He concluded by - asking whether
the Government still adhered to its deci-
sion of completing the Intercolonial Rail. -
way-on the broad gauge, and if not, what
width of gauge Aid it propose to adopt ?
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that he
had not interrupted - his hon. friend, but
he had assuredly been out of orderin
offering such extended remarks, previous
to making & mere enquiry of the Govern-
ment. In making that reference he (Mr.
C.) bad no other wish except to call atten-
tion to the advisability of adbering strict.
ly to- those rules which are i_ntendpd to
facilitate the despatch of public business,
'ﬁlﬁe question of the hon. gentleman, how-
ever, could be very easily answered ; the
Uovernment were compelled by law to
construct— here he quoted from the Sta-
tute—the line on the gauge of five feet
six inches. He did not propose to follow
the hon. gentleman into a discussion of
all the points be had raised, buthe gather-
ed from that hon. gentleman’s remarks
that they were founded to some extenton
For instance, Cap-
tain Tyler was not arguing in favour of
the Festining gauge, or for three feet six
inches, but for four feet eight and a half
inches. The idea of that gentleman was
to construct the Intercolonial on that
guage, and apply 8 large

sum of .money to alter the
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guage of the Grand Trunk Line ; buthon. |

members knew  full well how such a pro-
goaition, would be met n this :country.
ow - if hisfriend confined his remarks to

the 4 feet 8] guage, then heeould inform |
bim that every care had been taken by

the Government to ascertain as accurately |:
as_possible the best guage for the Inter- |

colonial road. At one end they saw the
Grand Trunk and its feeders, some 1,200
~ or K300 miles, and at the other some 300

miles m the Maritime Provinces, and ||

with these ' facts before them they were.
foreed to-decide on continuing -one guage
throughout. He had su ;
4 feet 83 guage could ‘have been con-
structed and worked more cheaply. . The

opiniens of the best engineers in the |

country, among others, the enginéer who
hisd taken part in the reductiom of the
guage of the Great Western line, had
been ‘taken, and they were to the effect
that there was mno important difference
between constructing a 4 feet 8} and a5
feet :6 inch guage. 1t was for these rea-
sons that the Government had concladed

that it was most expedient for the public |

interests to adhere to the guage now in
general use on the most important lines
of  comimunication. So  far, cer-
tainly, it had never been urged
in either branch of the Legislature —never
suggested even by professional men of
standing that we should build the Inter-
oolenial line ona guage less than 4 feet
84. No one.could urge that it. would be
advisable, with the limited experience
we have so far of the extremely narrow
guage roads, we should change our sys-
tem. It was quite possible that the short
line of the Festining, only some 14 or 15
miles in length, would be equal to the
public requirements in that particular
district. -Animmense number of persons,
and a large traffic might go through a
small lane, but it was very different when
we camie to consider the great lines of
communication. Yerhaps in the course of
time the narrow guage system would be
adopted, but at present engineers were
not quite satisfied on the subject, and it

was certainly not advisable for the Cana.:

dian Government to try any experiments.
Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD contended that

he had only followed the practice of the

f_guse of Lords in making the remarks he
id.

THIRD READING.

UOn motion of Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL,,

the Bill in reference to Malicious Injuries
to Property was read a third time and
sent to Commons.
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House went nto Committee, Hon. Mr.
. Bourinot in Chair, and passed the Bill in
reference to Larcemy of Stamps with
amendments, .

. The House then adjourned.

WEDNEaDAY, 18t May, 1872.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3

Broad Guage.

PETITIONS.

' " Hon. Mr. HAZEN, from Committee on
'Standing Orders and Private Bills, repors-
‘ed favourdbly o following petitions :

Of the Western Asdtirance Company ;
‘praying for certain ameudments to their
‘Act of Incorporation. :

. Uf the Northern Railway Company of
iCanada; praying tor an Act to consolidate
into one lease, the present leases ot the
Toronto, Simcoe and Muskoka Junction
Railway Company, and the North Grey
Railway Company. .

Of A, G. P, Dodge, of Township of West

Gwillembury, in the County of York, Pro-
vince of Ontario, and late of the Uity of
New York, praying for-an Act of natural.
ization,
- Of Messrs. Gooderham and Worts, and
others of the City of Toronto; praying to
be incorporated as *‘The Mail Prinung and
Publishing Company.”

Of the Hon. David Lewis Macpherson
and others, of the City of Toroato, and
elsewhere :n the Dominion of Canada;
praying to be incorporated as *The Inter-
oceanic Railway Company of Canada.”

Of Wm. L. Forsyth, and others, praying-
to be incorporated as *The Auticosti
Company.”

. Of ¢“The Canada Southern Railway Com-
pany,” praying for power to construct a
Rulway Bridge over the Detroit River, at
or near the Town of Amherstburg; and
also, to construct a Railway Bridge over
or aTunnel under the St. Clair Riter;
that two companies may be incorporated
for these purposes, to be called respective-
ly, the ¢ Detroit River Railway Bridge
Company,” and the ¢St. Clair River Rail-
way Bridge and Tunnel Company ;" and
that the Directors of the Canada Southern
Railway Company be the Provisional Di-
rectors of the said Companies.

‘Of George Laidlaw, and others, of the
City of Toronto; praying to be incorporat-
ed as the Lake Superior and Fort Garry
Railway Company.

Of J. McGaw, and others ot the Cities of
Montreal, Toronto and Kingston, praying
to be incorporated as ¢ The Inland Marine
and Fire Insurance Company of Canada.”

Of R. Jas, Reekie and others, of the
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Dominion of Canada; praying for the pass.
ing of an Act to authorise:them to con.
struct a Railway westward, from Lake Nip-
issing through Fort Garry to British Cel-
umbia, with a terminus on the Pacific
Ocean, and for other purposes.

. DIVORCE.
Committee on Standing Orders and Pri-

vate Bills having reported that rules had '

been complied with in case
J. Robert Martin, S
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill
for the relief of same.. o
Second reading 16th May, when peti.
tioner appears at Bar of House.

of petition of

PRINTING.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN presented vwo . re-
ports from the Joint Committee on Print.
ng. Consideration on Monday next. .

REVENUES, .

- Hon. Mr. BUREAU referred to the ne-
ceisity of having, in accordance with the
notice which he had given for an address,
a detailed statement of the revenue
arising from duties of Customs and other
revenues of every kind proceeding from
each of the Provinoces of the Dominion of
Canada, from the Union, or from the ad-
neission of the Province into the Union,
until the 30th June, 1871, and of the ex-
penses of collection of such revenues, dis-
tinguishing the articles imported and ex-
ported and the duties paid thereon, in
each of the said Provinces, from the said
dates to the 30th June, 1871, and the
corresponding expenses of collection of

such duties to the said dite. He then |

withdrew his motion.

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

‘Hon. Mr, MACFARLANE  asked whe-
ther the Report of the Geological Surve
will be submitted fo Parliamentand when

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—In g few days.

FISKERIES,

_Hon. Mr. HAZEN asked : What was the
expenditure incurred, by the Dominion

Government in protecting the Fisheries ,

during the last seasdn, and whether they
can form any spprofmtq“eetimate of
the expenditure of the Home Govern-
ment for the like service ? Lo
'Hon. Mr. MITCHELL" replied : The
estimated tdst of the Marine Police fir
the protection of the'Fishery waa’durin
the year about $84 000. With re,
to the second branich of thé question as
towhéther Government can form any ap-
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proximate estimateof the expenditure
of the Home Government for- the .lilre
service, he stated that he could not give
any reliable data on which  to estimate .
the cost of such service but he 1s Batis- :
fied that 1t must amount to - several: hun-
dreds of thousands.of dollars.

‘ . ANNUITIES.

Hon, Mr. WARK movyed that an, hum,
ble Address-be presented to Hijs: Exvel,
lency the Governor (eneral, proying that

Business.

'| His Excellency will be pleased to cauyse

such measures to be taken as will epable
the Miniater of Finance to convert into
Life Apnuities such portions of the Publie
Debt as may, from time to time be found
necessary to meet the requirements;of
persons seeking such means of invesi-
ment. In making the mation he stated
that he had known very many persogs,
men and women well advanced in yeaps,
widows and orphang,, and. others, suffar
heavy losses on actount of the misman-
agement and dishonesty of persons$o
whom they had entrusted their moneyas,.
and he thought it very advisable to estab-.
lish the system in question, which would,
afford a fund where. parties. could - find.a
safe investment. It was now .sixty years,
since the system had been established.-in
England, and it was now working admijr—
ably, although some losses were sustained,
at the outset by the Government, on ac-,
count of the trickery of stock jobbers ;.
but such result need not be feared in this
country, as the operation of the law could
be well guarded.. . . , .

"Hon, M, CAMPBELL replied that the
Ministet of Finance had now the power to
make the provision in guestion, and .in-
tended offering some amendments in the
same direction during the present session..

- |'Under these circumstances, the hon. gen-.

tleman would probably consent to withe
draw his motion,
Hon. Mr. WARK consented.
- IMMIGRATION,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced & Bill-
+to provide for the - incorporation of Immi-
gration Aid Societies.

PUBLIG/LANDS.
The Bill in reference to the above sab-

joot was deferred until Monday nex§,
rench copy not being ready.

t LARCENY OF STAMPS.

| On motion of the Hon, Mr. CAM¥'BELL,
the Bill in reference to Stamps was read 's
third time, and sent back to the House
Commons, : T '

. The House then adjourned.
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Superannuation—

TauRspAY, 2nd May, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o’¢clock, p.m.
PRINTING.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN asked that the
order of the day, consideration of the se-
cond report of Printing Committee be
discharged, as it only referred to a matter
of arrangement between the Committee
and their Clerk.

EXPLANATION.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
asked an explanation from the Minister
of Marine and Fisheries, respecting the
superannuation of Mr. Harley, Light-
house Inspector, New Brunswick,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that he
was glad that the opportunity had been
afforded him ot giving an explanation re-
8pecting a matter which has been brought
up elsewhere, with the object of refiect-
Ing on his conduct as a public man.,
Briefly stated the charge was that he had
Placed an officer, of seventy years of age,
in a public position during 1867, and had
superannuated him last year in order to
appoint his brother to the same office.
Now, he would inform the House that
prior to Confederation the practice of con-
duoting the Light-house service differed
in the several Provinces. In Nova Scotia
there was an Inspector ; in Canada, it was
oconducted under direction of Trinity
‘Houge ; in New Brunswick, by Boards of

mmissioners, one for the North Shore,
and the other for the Southern or Bay of
Fundy side. Those two Boards were com.
Posed generally of men who looked after
the lights, and charged 10 per
oent. commission on supplies furnished.
In 1851 Mr. John Harley was on the Com:
Wission—here the hon. gentleman read
from the New Brumswick Gazette
Up to 1867 he held that position. At the
time of his appointment he was a gentla-
man of large exper.ence as a shipbuilder,
‘and was held in great esteem wherever he
Was known, Subsequently, however, by
the force of circumstances he was reduced

Poverty, and remained so at the time of

Onfederation, when the light house ser-
Yioe wag placed under charge of the De-
Partment of Marine and Fisheries. He

T. M.) after due deliberation came to the
Sonclusion that the system in pperation in

Ova Scotia was the best to adopt—of

Bving a paid inspector to inspect  the
ght houses, make the necessary report of

@ supplies, and assume & responsibility
to the Government. He selected Mr.

ley out of the three Commissioners as

1
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the best man to fill the position, on the
ground that he had always been the chief
executive officer, and was in every way
highiy qualified for the otfice. During his
life time Mr. Harley had opposed the
party with which he (Mr. Mitchell) had
always been associated, and supported
that with which Mr, Hutchison was con.
nected. He was a man of energy and ex-
ercised much influence in the district
where he lived. But he (Mr. M.)felt that
he would be wanting in his duty to the
public were he to take into consideration
anything except the ability of that gen-
tleman to discharge the trust confided to
him. When the appcintment was offered
tohim, Mr. Harley confessed that his
living would depend on it for he was no
longer in affluent circumstances. Mr.
Harley received the appointment and
continued to discharge it up to 1870,
when his health began to fail, for he
was afflicted with two serious oom-
plaints, either of which made it
actually misery for him to travel to remote
places, at all times and in all manner of
ways. Mr. Harley wished to resigh,
although his means of livelihood were at
stake; but, Mr. Mitchell persuadei him
to remain for some time longer, with the
hope that his health would improve. He
held it for six months, but instead of be-
coming better, he got worse, even with all
the carg he exercised. Again he reluct-
antly tebdered his resignatign—here Mr.
Mitchell read the letter of resignation.
Mr. Harley held the oftice, at his personal
solicitation, for some eight or nine months
longer, but when the spring came he
found he was incapacitated from discharg-
ing his duties—he was then 75 years of
age—and the result was that the Depart-
ment unwillingly consented to lose the
services of an wble public ofticer. He then
looked into the guestion, and came to the
conclusion that Mr. Harley had been over
19 years in the public employment, and
was entitled to superannuation on a 20
years’ service. He represented the fact to
the Council in a report which he read to
the House. He read the Act as apply-
ing not only to the inside, but the outside
services, and believed Mr Harley was ene
titled to twenty-fiftieths of his salary which
was at that time $1,200. 'I'he matter was
referred, in accordance with the usual
practice, to the Treasury Board, where
tor the first time, the question was raised
whether persons who bhad been in the
public service for 30 or 40 years, receiving
only commission or fees, and subsequently
received a regular salary, were entitled to

Ezxplanation.

| superannuation on the whole period, or

merely  for that term when
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they  were salaried. Mr. Mit-
chell read from the Superannuation Act in
support of his view of the case, contend~
ing in particular, that under the 9th sec-
tion Mr. Barley was clearly entitled to
come in; also from the regulations made
subsequently in elucidation of that law.
The 9th section specially referred to per-
sons employed #in the outside service of
the said departments,” and * to service in
an established capacity in any of the pub-
lic departments of the Government or
oftices of the Legislatures of any of the
Provinces.”” In the regulations established
for guidance m all cases under the
law, the agents of the Department of
arine and Fisheries, as well as inspectors
of lighthouses, were specially mentioned,
The Treasury Board, he regretted to say,
did not come to altogether the same cou-
clusion he had—they doubted whether
such an officer should be ranked as having
had twenty years' service; of the four
years since 1867 of course there was no
dbubt whatever. They agreed, finally, to
give him ten years’ service, and he was
aocordingly placed on the superannuation
list at the small pittance of some $216 a
year. Yet he (Mr. Mitchell) had been ac-
cused before the country of having placed
4 man on the Buperannuation Fund when
he had no claim to such consideration.
If a man in the position of Mr. Hanley
had no right to receive a retiring ailow-
ance, then there was no use whatever in
thé Superannuation Act. As respects his
guccessor, it was true he was a relative
of his' own, but he was known to be a
man of respectability and influence,
and was able to teach that gen-
tleman "who had so ~ unwarrantedly
made the accusation in  question
He would not descend to the scurrility
which had accompaxied the charge, but
he would say that the house w«th which
that gentleman was connected had had
the supplying of the light houses for 20
years and received just such prices as
they wished; ard it was therefore not
difticutt to understand why he felt ag-
grieved that the means of continuing the
same State of things were nolonger avail.
able for him. Before sitting down, he
(Mr. M.) asked permission to refer to an-
‘Other matter which was also to be brought
up elsewhere, and in connection with
whiich the hon member for Grandville (Mr.
Letellier) had placed a notice on the table
that day If those charges were true, then
' he was unfit to occupy hia present posi-

on.

' Hon Mr. LETELLIER vk ST, JUST de-
précated any explanations at that time,
as ot in the interest of the hon, gentle-

Superannuation—
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man, it was advisable to defer them until
the motion came up in due form.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL would not go
into the question, after the hon, gentla«
man had ro kindly expressed a wish to de-
fer the discussion. He would simply say
that there was not a shadow of truth in
the charges made against him. He could
satisfy the House and country that those
charges nre baseless and malicious ; and if
the hon. member elsewhere dared to as-
sert them again he would be ready to
meet them, -

Ezplanation.

TRANSLATIONS.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU offered a few ex:
planations in reference to the mode in
which the translators of the House per-
formed their duty, oa account of an 319.-
sion having been made on the previous
day to some delayin the translation of the
bill concerning public lands. The fault
did not lie with them, the alteratighs
made fromtime to time in the bill had
delayed the translation. ‘The translatars
performed their duties most satisfaggorily
In the opinion of the French members.
The work had never been more efficiently
performed than it was at present, = .

The House then adjourned.

Fripay, May 3rd, 1812.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock. T
PETITIONS, '

Hon. Mr. SANBORN, from the Commit-
tee on Standing Orders and Private. Bills,
reported favorably on the following pesi-
tions :

Of Hon. John Young, Managing Di
tor in Qanada, of the (,anadianglwfi Em
pean Telegraph Company. :
ad‘;a.).f the Mutual Life Association of Can -

Of Rev. William Morley Punshon, M.A.
President of the Conference of the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church.

Of Sir Hugh Allan, and others, of the
city of Montreal.

Of the St. Francis and Megantic Inter-
national Railway Company.

Of the Grand Trunk Railway Company
of Canada; and of ‘the Corporation of the
town of Galt.

Uf D. Mclnnes and others. )

And of the Corporation of the village of
Waterloo. ‘

_ The Committeereported that the follow-
ing petitions properly came under oom-
sideration of local legislatures : ,

Of the Board of Irade of the town of

8t. Catharipa’s.
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. Of C. H. Fairweather, Presmdent, and
others, members of the St. John, New
Brunswick, Board of Trade.

Of Robert H. Kittson, and others, of
Sorel, in the Province of Quebec.

Hon. Mr, BENSUN said the petition from
-8t. Catharine’s had been favorably re-
ported upon in the Committee of the
other House, and did not understand why
there should be a distinc:ion.

Heon. . Mr, SANBORN replied that the
Committee only adhered to the decision
they came to last year in reference to such
subjects.

on. Mr. ROBERTSON said there was a
Qifference of opinion as to the construo-
tion of the British North America Act.

_Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that under
existing circumstances it seemed as if all
‘that could be done was to let each House
pursue the course it thought proper. He
Was of opinion that the Boards of Trade
‘Were of & provincial or local character.

PUBLIC BUSINESS,

_Hon. Mr. WARK suggested to the Go-
Yernment whether some system might
not be devised by which more business
might be originate | in the House.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that
Committees had been appointed in the
House of Lords, where the same difficulty
Was felt, but no action had been taken
%0 remove it. [he most important mea-
Sures, of necessity, originated in the other
branch. During this session, however,
4@e  very important measure, the Bill
“Rbspecting Public Lands was before the
‘House, and would be taken up next week.
Bills respecting Immigration Societies, and
o other subjects, would come up for con-
Sideration, So far as the members of the
Government and the House were con-
%rned, they had every disposition to
lnitiate as many measures as practicable
W that branch.

The: House then adjourned.

Moxpay, 6th May, 1872,
;The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
®elock, p.m.
BILLS,

_Hon. Mr. SANBORN introduced a bill
%0 amend the Act respecting St. Francis
A0d Megantic Railway.

.. Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL introduced an
A%t respecting quarantine,

ENQUIRY.

i Hon, Mr. MACFARLANE asked the
Overnment whether any regulations have
made by the Governmeat for main-
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taining the drill sheds in Nova Scotia, to
what uses are they to be applied and at
whose charge are they at present. He
explained that these drill sheds which had
been raised previous to Union at consid-
erable expense by Local Governments, and
by private subscriptions, were now ymg
useless or converted into workshops, an
otherwise used for private purposes.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL had not fully
understood the purport of his hon. friend's
enquiry, and would look further into the
question.

PRINTING,

On motion of Hon. Mr. SANBORN, the
report of Joint Committee on Printing was
adopted ; it alludes to expenditures of the
past year, to the economical management
of the aervice, and satisfactory manuer in
which Mr. Hartney performs his duties.

PUBLIC LANDS.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS moved the recond
reading of the Bill respecting publiclands,
and in doing so stated that the preamble
showed that it referred exclusively to
Manitoba and the North West Territories.
The measure dealt with the whole . land
question in its entirety, and inclugive of
timber and minerals. The system of
survey had been Qiscussed elsewhere dur-
ing the previous session, and the policy
there favored had been embodied in an
Order of Council, and the surveyors
subsequently sent out to the territory.
The system differed very little from that
adopted in the United States, but there
were one or two exceptions- For instance,
the bill made provision for roads, as also
for the convergenoce or divergence of meri.
dians. ‘Che lines bounding townships on
the east and west sides, shall in all cases
be true meridians and those on the north
and south sides shall be chords interséct-
ing circles of latitude passing through the
angles of the townships. The town;k:;ﬁ
shall be numbered in regular order n
erly from the international boundary or
49th parallel of latitude, and shall Lie
ranges numbered, Manitoba east and west
from a certain meridian line run in 1
after the ‘Principal Meridian,'drawn north-
erly from the 49th parallel at a point two
miles or thereabouts westerly from Pem.
bina. In the United States they had
certain governing lines, but their town.
shipa were laid out east and weat, and tbol
had no such provisions as in our bil
Under the system of survey, the country
is laid out in blocks of four townships
each by projecting the base and connect.
ing lines—the map showed this—and eagt
and weast meridian boundaries of ::h
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block. On these lines all township, sec--
tion, and quarter section corners are
marked, to govern in the subsequent sub-
division of the block. After detsiling the
system of survey, the bill refers to the
disposal of the Dominion lands, in which
it is provided that the Hudsin Bay Com-
pany is entitled to certain portions of the
territory known as the *‘Fertile Belt.”” The
Company, however, may select land, in
lieu of allotted land, provided it
not on the Indian reservation and settled
under lawful authority, Next come the

modes of settling the lands—first
by cash, one dollar per acre;
next, pre-emption right, or the

right to purchuse by actual settlement.
Any person being the head of a family, or
-a single man above the age of twenty-one
years, who has made a settlement on
unappropriated Dominion Lands, and who
has iuhavited or improved the same, and
has erected a dwelling thereon, may have
himself enteced with the Local Agent of
the division in which such land is situated
for any number of acres not exceeding
the quarter section of land including the
residence of the claimant, and being asub-
ject of Her Majesty by birth or naturalizi-
‘tion, shall receive u patent therefor, upon
paying the price of such lands. Every
claimant of pre-emption rights must with-
in twelve months afier filing his cliim furn-
ish the Local Agent proof of continuous
residence on the land he claims, and pay
the price thereof, and in detault of so
.doing the land so settled and improved
will be subject to the entry of any other
purchaser. Again, there is the homestead
system : any person coming into the terri-
tory and settling on a quarter section of
surveyed and unoccupied lands, becomes
entitled to a patent at the end of three
years. Itis intended, said the hon. gen.
tleman, to verge the pre-emption clause
into those referring to the homestead
system, in accordance with the principle
of a Bill which has just passed its second
reading in Congress. Itis also provided
-that certain reservations be made in every
township for educational purposes, In
the subdivisions of townships which may
consist partly of prairie and partly of tim

ber land, such of the sections or sub-divi.
sions of sections containing islands, belts,
or other tracts of timber, shall be subdi-
vided into such number of wood lots of
not less than ten, and not more than
twenty acres in each lot, as will afford, so
far as the extent of wood lana in the
{ownship may permit, one such wood lot
‘$0. each quarter section prairie farm in
such towuship. Any tract of land covered
by forest fimber may. be set apart as
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Timber Lands, and reserved from sale and
settlement. The right of cutting timber
on such limits shall be put up at” a bonus
per square mile, varying according to the
situation and value of the limit, and sold
to the highest bidder by public competi-
tion, The purchaser shall receive a lease
granting the right of cuatting timber on
the land for fwen 'y -one y-ars, and contain-
ing certain conditions.- Provision 1s also
made with respect to mining lands. No
reservation of gold, silv.r, iron, copper, or
other mines or minerals shall be inserted
in any patent from tho Crown granting
any portion of the Dominion lands. Any
person may explore for mines or minerals
on any of the Dominion lands, surveyed
or unsurveyed, and not then marked or
staked out and claimed or occupied, and
may, subject to the prcvisions of the law,
purcimse the same. In case of certain
lands proving to be rich in minerals, the
Secretary of State shall !ave the power to
withdraw such lands fro:a sale, and in lieu
thereof institute a system of lease to disco-
verers or firstapplicants. The rent payable
to the Crown under any such lease shall
be a roynlty, not to exceed two and a half
per cent. on the net profit of working.
When there are two or more claimants for
the same tract, then if the claim of the
first discoverer be not fully established to
the satistaction of the Secretary of State,
the same shull be put up at public auction
on stated terms of lease, and sold to the
highest bidder. As respects coal lands,
they are withdrawn from the operations of
the Act as regards the rights of squatters
to homesteads on the Dominion lands in
advance of the surveys, and ure reserved
in the interest of the general public. The
law provides for the steps necessary to be
taken by persons desirous of carrying on
coal mines in the territory. The Rill also
provides regulations with respect to sur-
veyors of Dominion lands, and among
other things it is provided that a Board of
Examiners be established for the examina-
tion of candidates for commissions as surs
veyors.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE S8T. JUST
called attention to the fact that the French
copy of the Bill had only been placed in
the hands of members, and that it was
advisable to defer the going into Com-
mittee for some time, in order to afford
ample opportunity fora thorough criticism
of so important a measure.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON also wished time to
consider it, as he had only ‘just then re-
ceived his copy.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU did not intend to
oppose the second reading of the Bill, but
a8 that was the proper time to discuss its
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principle, he would ask the indulgence of
the House for a very few minutes whilst
he stated some of the objections he had
to the measure in its present shape. He
considered that the bill was, in many
respects, of a very extraordinary character,
"Inasmuch as it made regulations of a
most arbitrary characier with respect to
the public lands of the west, The re-
gulations provided in the bill could ac-
tually be set aside by the Governor in
Council—a very large power to be given to
asy Government. The most important
feature of the bill, in his opinion, was the
extr.ordinary power it placed in the
hands of the local agent, who could de-
cide every question wbether a settler had
complied with the regulitions necessary
to entitle h m to evter into the possession
of lands. That agent might act justly or
unjustly, and yet he was exempted from
punishment in case of unfair or abitrary
conduct. Then the bill laid down the re-
markable proviso that all settlers entitled
to land must be British subjects ; and that
too, at the very time we had emigration
ageats abroad in France, Belgium, and
‘other foreign countries to induce immi-
gration into Canada. He was quite posi-
tive that the effect of such regulations
would be to prevent people fro:» coming
into the Dominion. He appealed to the
hon. Secretary of State to remove this
unfortunate clause ot the measure. And
the strange feature of the bill was the
absence of any regulation regarding per-
sous who may have settled on lands by a
mistake which they may have only found
out after they had made considerable im-
provements. Such persons would not be
entitled, to be indemnified for the
improvefnents in question, and that he
considered a great injustice, He had no
particular objection to the mode of divi-
sion, but he did think the system 1n
vogue in the United States, by which
large grants of lands were made for the
construction of railways, was well worthy
of consideration. About two hundred
million otacres of land had been granted
to compapies for that purpose-—no less
than 125,000,000 had been granted to the
ific Railroad Companies alone—and
the results have been highly beneficial to
the development of the resources of the
country. ‘The quantity of land so granted.
was equal to 300,000 square miles, or com-

§Pising more than the States of New York, -

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana,
and Ilhinois combined He was in favor
Of assisting Education by public grants, but
©very care should be taken to avoid a repe-
‘tition of such difficuliies as arose in this

tountry in the past. No one had forgotten

[May 6, 1872]

Lands. [

the questions of Clergy Reserves, or the
Seignorial 'enure. He trusted that every
guarantee and security would be given to
the parties who might receive these lands
for the object conttmplated by the Bill,
so that the issue might be satisfactory to
the peace and happiness of the communi-
ty. He, as a native of Quebec, felt deep-
ly interested in the future of Manitoba,
for he believed very raany of his fellow
country men would find their way there in
the course of time, especially when there
was railway communication with the far
western province. It was well known
that the want of public works and manu-
factures as well as the character ot the
commercial policy of the ooqsntry had
tended to denude the parishes of many
of the people, but he believed that with
the development of enterprise in the pro-
vince the emigration to the United States
would cease, or the people would prefer
seeking their fortunes in parts of Canadian
T'erritory like Manitoba. He objected to
the Bill, he said in conclusion, because it
gave too great power t, Government and
to individuals. 1f he understood it
aright, it was proposed to appoint another
Depirtment—he supposed another mem-
ber, a Surveyor General, would be added
to the Cabinet, and the number conse-
quently made even instead of remaining
as at present at the uonlucky figure thir-
teen. He had strong objections to many
features of the Bill, but nevertheless he
would do his best, when the Eouse went
into Committee to perfect its details for all
must confess that there was a great neces-
sity for such a measure, and that it was
the duty of every one to improve it as
far as practicable.

Hon, Mr. LEI'ELLIER DE ST. JUSI
called attention to the 45th clause, and
urged that sufhcient encouragement was
not given to individuals to discover coal
beds.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said that as respects
immigrants thé Bill was more favourable
than the American law, for a settler could

ot his patent in three years, whereas it
required five in the United States.

‘The Bill was read a second time, and it
finally decided to go into Commitree on
Friday next.

The House then adjourned.

Tuespay, May Tth.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.
PETITIONS,
Hon. Mr, HAZEN —From Committee on
Standing Orders and Private Bills, report-
ed favorably en following petitions; Of
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W. L, Forsyth, W. Lorn Macdougall, D. E,
Papineau and others; Trustees of Toronto
Savings Bank. Committee reported ad-
versely on petition of Levis Board of
Trade.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST—I
hope that the feeling which prompts me
in making the present motion will be well
understood by the House. I do not make
it in a personal spirit, for | would be very
sorry that any feelings which prevail else.
where should be exhibited in this House.
It has been said that large expenses—in-
Jjustifiable expenses in fact, have been
mcurred in connection with the lntercolw
onial Rdilw.y—that property has been
purchased at exorbitant prices by the
Commissioners of the work. It is our
duty to enquire what foundation there is
for ruch statements, and therefore without
further preface I beg leave to make the
following motion:

For an Address to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying that His Ixcellency will be
pleased to cause to be laid betore this House
copies of all papers, letters and documents that
have passed belween the Government of the Do-
minjon, the Cominissioners ou the Intercolonial
Railway, and other persons interested in the tol-
lowing matters, viz. i~

A& to the rent paid by the said Commissioners,
for the use of the House occujpicd at Newcastle,
by A. L. Light, Esq., and the Lutercolonial Otfice,
stating who was the owner.

18t.—Of the said House at the time it was so
rented.

2nd.—Of the lands taken for the railway station

8rd—,Of the old ship yard intended for water
terminus,

4th.~—Of the old commereial buildings now occu-
pled as the Custom House ut Newcastle.

Specitying separately the amount paid yearly

for rent, the land unmages, the price paid or to be
paid foreach of the said premises, aud to whom,
when and how ? A

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied—I am
glad that the hon. member hias made such
a motion, and I fully appreciite the kindly
spirit m which he has done it. 1 am
pleased to have an opportunity of refuting
immediately certain assertions made else-
where; but I may first say that the papers
asged for will'be brought down as soon as
possitle by the Government. I must
observe that I do not intend going at
length into the subject at present, inas
much a8 the motion which has been made

‘elsewhere has not yet been taken up; and
therefore I shall reserve full explanations
until that happens. In the meantime I
may state that the moment I saw the mo-
tion, I enclosed 1t to the Railway Com-
missioners, and j received the following
reply :—

OTTAWA, May lst, 1872.

SIR,~Yours of yesterday with slip of questions
by the Hon, Mr. Hutchison, and your wish that
I'should give you an official answer is received,
and I.now beg to vomply with your request as
tollows =

Railway

. QUESTIONS, ANSWERS,

1ét. How much is paid | Four hundced dollars
to the Minister of Ma- |($400) per annum for
rine and Fisheries for |offices and residence of
rent of the house lately |District Engineer!
occupied by him in
Newcastle, and owned
by A. L. Lizht, and the
Intercolonial Railway
Offices ?

2nd. How much was|{ Nothing. Solicitorre-
awarded him as landirorted 5th August, 1871,
damages? Will not accept pay-
ment at all, not because
dissatisfled with award,
but declines to take any

amount. .

3rd. How much i8 he} Grounds for station not
to receive for the rail-selected nor valued.
way station location ? I

4th. How much is he| There has been no
to recelve for the shipvgoint, selected as yet at
yard intended for a deep(Newcastle as a deep
water terminus ? water terminus.

I have the }éonor to be,

ry
Your obd’t serv’t,
RALPH JONRES,

Signed
(Signed) Hee.

Hon. P, MITCHELL,

&e., &c., &c.,

As respects the fourth question, the
old Commercial Building at Newcastle, 1
can simply say, I am notin a position to
answer it definitely. However, I believe
the buildings are owned by Mr. Tuck of
8t. John, but the government have not
made any appropriation for the use of the
building, nor have they selected the place
tor the Custom House. [ am glad to have
this opportunity of giving an unqualified
deniaFto theidea that may have arisen
from the assertion made elsewhere, that
I have derived some profit from the pro.
perty referred to in the motion. The rent
I receive is altogether insignificant com-
pared with the value of the house, whilst
1 bave always refused to receive anything
for land damages. My advocacy of the
Intercolonial Railway has been always on
public grounds, and I am ready to vindi.
cate, 48 I have always done, the present
location of the line. On another occasion,
however, I expect to have ample oppor-
tunity of dealing with the whole question
at greater length.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT suggested an ad-
journment till Tuesday or Wednesday, if
public business was not in a forward state
and gave notice of motion with that ob-
ject in view. i

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the Public
Lands Bull was an order ot the day for
Friday, but the matter of adjournment
was entirely in the hands of the House.

Hon. ¥Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
thought abundant time. should be given
for consideration of so important a ques-
tion.

Hon, Mr, WILSON urged an adjourn-
ment.
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Hon. Mr. SANBORN suggested business
might be coming up from the other

ouse.

After some further remsarks from hon.
gentlemen, it was decided to leave the
matter undecided until the following
day.

The House then adjourned,

WEDNESDAY, 8 May.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o'clock,

COPYRIGHT.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—The first part of the
motion, of which I gave notice on Monday,
is to the following ettect :

When the Returns asked for in the
Benate’s Address of the 23rd April, on
the subject of Copyright, are likely to be
laid before this House ?

‘These Returns were laid before the
House yesterday, but the amounts paid to
the different authors are not given ; while
the most important part of the Address
1s answered in the following terms :

I am directed by the Governor General
to inform you that there is no correspon-
dence on record in this office since the
28th February, 1871, on the subject of
‘¢ Copyrights respecting British Copyright
% Works in Canada!"”

I must confess that I read this announce-
ment with a feeling of great disappoint-
ment. We find, after all the encourage-
ment given by the Government to the
motions made in this House—after all the
addresses on the subject from the Senate,
that it has been thought of so litile mo-
ment as not to require any official corres-
pondence since 28th February, 1871.
Some fourteen months altogether. have
now elapsed since any official communica-
tion on this important subject has been
made to the Imperial Government. 1
oonfess it appears to me that either the
representations of the Semate must be
passed by as of very little importance, or
the question must be considered of great
insignificance. I cannot, however, believe
that the representations of this House
have been deemed of a trivial nature, and
accordingly I am driven to the conclusion
that the subject has not been thought
worthy of counsideration, or has been al-
together forgotten ; but here again I am
met by the remembrance that assurances
have been given time au.l agin by the
organ of the Government in the House
that they take a deep interest in the
Queation., Yet, notwithstandiag, there is
no evidence that any effort has been made

ing the past fourteen months, to ad-
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vance it. Under all the ciicumstances I
think the Senate must be ¢ nvinced of
the necessity of urging strongly upon the
Government the object which I wish to
attain in again moving in reference to this
matter. The second part of my enquiry
is in these words:

Whether it is the intention of the Go-
vernment to urga without delay on the
lmperial Government, the importance,
during the present session of the [mpe-
rial Parliament, of such legislation as
will in eftect entitle the Printers and
Publishers of Canada to re print British
Copyright works in this Dominion ?

Although we have been informed that
there has been no official correspondence
on the subject in the public departments
we have seen in the public press some
very interesting letters bearing upon this
public question. On a former occasion [
alluded to some letters written by Sir
Charles Trevelyan, and since then 1 found
them published in the Toronto Mail. I
am happy to say that the purport of those
letters is entirely in accordunce with the
views we have been urging upon the Go-
vernment. Sir Charles Trevelyan is an
author as well as the holder of the
copyrights of Lord Macaulay's works, and
he has written these letters to Messrs faong-
man with the view of urging upon the
publishers of England just such views as
we have always advocated in this House,
and which were pressed, in 1868, upon
the Imperial Government. 7The conclusion
of these letters is given in terms which, I
think, will commend themselves to the
House and, I hope, to the country, and
will induce this Government to urge this
question again upon the attention of the
lmperial authorities, He says:

% Qur best course, in my opinion, will
t be to leave the United States go their
‘“own way, but to make an immediate
‘ arrangement with Canada on the basis ofe
¢‘fered by them. At the present relative
¢ price of labour and material in Canada
¢ and the States, this would lead to a par-
s tiah transfer of the reprinting business
«{rom the United States where English
s guthors get nothing, to Canada where
¢ they would get 12} per cent., with the
« probable ultimate result that the United
« States would also agree to allow authors
ssor their assignees, a percentage of the
s gale of the reprints of their works, on
s condition that American authors were
“allowed the same privilege in England.
% __..The Act of Parliament passed to
¢ sanction the arrangement with Canada
¢ should, of course, prohibit the introduc-
¢“tion into Eugland of reprints of English
“copyright works 'from any = quarter
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¢ Lagtly, I would submit that the circum-
“ gtances call for early and decided action.
¢We must not be like ‘dumb driven
¢ cattle,””’

1 must say in all candour that the dumb-
ness spoken of, may, in my opinion, be
tairly attributed to those who have not
urged the prosecution of the matter
more energetically. Tt is all very well to
say that private correspondence is going
on, but we cannot know what is doing
unless we have official correspondence. I
hope that the inducements which have been
beld out to me amongst other senators to
persevere in this matter are not fallacious,
and that the Government themselves will
move more energetically and make their
communications more emphatic in the
future. In 1871 when I brought this sub-
ject before the House, I stated :—¢Two
ohjects were sought to be obtained ; first,
te be put on the same footing as printers
of the United Stites in regard to reprint-
ing Briti:h copyright works; secondly, to
induce the Imperial Government to make
Colonial Copyrights extend over the whole
British Empire. The latter point the Im-
perial had already agreed to concede, and
it was now for the Dominion Government
to urge upon the former the requisite le-
gislation.” In reply to my remarks, the
hon, Postmaster General said: ¢“It was
true we had been promised legislation
on the subject. Latterly, the Minister of
Finance had been following the question
up, but he (Mr. C.) did not know how far
the matter had gone, The course adopt-
ed by his hon. friend was deserving of
every praise, and he had but little doubt
that it would be eventually crowned by
success.”” I hope now the Government
will evince their confidence in my
suocess, by doing everything in their power
to promote the objeet. Again, the other
day, when this subject was before this
House, the hon. Postmaster General said :
# The (3overnment are entirely in accord
with the hon. gentleman on the question,
1 hope that now, since there is no prospect
of an International Copyright Treaty, they
will be able to come to some satisfactory
arrangement with the British authorities.”
Ihave the same hopes, and consequently
I have come to the conclusion, and I am
sure the House will come to the same,
that we should lose no time, but impress
upon the Imperial Government the mne-
cessity of legislation during the present
session of the Imperial Parliament. If we
allow another year to pass by we will be
in the same positionin 1873 that we were
in 1868, and therefore I ask leave to make
the second enquiry on the l):per.
" Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL~In reference to
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the first part of my hon. friend’s remarks,

that the return does not show the distri-

bution of copyright moneys to British

authors, I may say that it is impossible for

the Government to make such & state-

ment. The money collected in Canada

is transmitied to the British Government

who make the distribution, and conse-

quently we have no information on that

point. With reference to his other re-

marks, I may reply that I think I stated

the other day that there was no official
correspondence, but 1 believe there had
been some uncfficial communications on

the subject. ‘The Government are not
open to the charge of not acting energe-

tically on this matter—it is the experience
of us all thatvery otten more is done by
upoflicial than by official correspondence.

The hon. gentleman has referred to the
correspondence between Sir Charles
Trevelyan and the Longmans. Thatgen-
tleman is the owner of a copyright and
takes precisely the vie w of my hon friend,
but Mr. Longman represeats much larger
interests in copyrights and holds different
opinions, and so far as Lcan learn repre-

sents the views of the British publishing
trade. So it will be seen 1t is ditlicult for
the British Government to deal with the
matter ir view of such contlicting opinions.
‘T'he correspondence that has been going
on has been conducted by Sir Francis
Hincks with the view ot affecting the
minds of the great publishing houses of
England, and in one of his letters Sir
Charles Trevelyan refers the Longmins to
Sir John Rose as an authority in the mat«
ter. In this way the Government have
been doing all that they could to accom-
plish the object which my hon. friend has
in view, and which he has tried to accom-
plish 1n 80 energetic a manner ln answer
to the question whether weintend to urge
on the Imperial Government the impor-
tance of this measure, I beg to say it is
our intention to do so in an official letter
during the present session of the Imperial
Parliament.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—I am eatisfied with the
assurance given of immediate action being
taken as I think 1 have received 4 distinot
recognition of the principle that official
representations are more likely to have an
etfect than any yrivate correspondence.
With reference to. Sir Charles Trevelyan’s
allusion to Sir John Rose, I may give his
exact words : * You would do well to con~
fer with Sir Jobn Rose who—here you will
notice the word Sir Charles uses—was the
great promoter of the Canadian comp-o-
mise.”” This remark refers, I take for
granted, to a former period. We know
that Sir John Rose conducted the corres-

Copyrights.
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pondence on the part of Canada in 1869,
and did so with great minuteness, but I
am apprehensive that he has not bLeen
urging the matter so energetically since he
ceased to have any official connection with
1t. Thave now come to the third part of
my enquiry—Whether, in expectation of,
and preparatory to such Imperial Legisla~
tion, it is the intention of Government to
introduce during the present Session any
measure whereby autharity may be con-
djtionally obtained to levy a suitable ex-
cise duty on all reprints of British Copy-
right books in Canada, which duty shall be
made applicable to the use and benefit of
the authors and owners of such works ?
This excise duty is recommended in the
Jouat report made by Sir Francis Hincks
and Mr. Dunkin, and transmitted to Eng-
land by His Excellency the Governor
General. The importance of acting at
once during the present session and in-
troducing a bill to levy a suitable excise
duty in case the British Parliament con-
sents to allow British copyrights to be re.
printed in this country, must be ob-
vious to every one in this House. If this
i8 not done by the Dominion Parliament
before this session ends, and unless power
be taken to levy an excise duty and so he
ready to correspond with the Impenal le.
gislation which we hope for, another four-
teen months may pass before we meet
again and our printers and publishers be
sti]l left to complain of serious and op-
pressive grievances.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL~My hox. friend
draws a conclusion from the language of
Sir Charles ‘I'revelyan—a mere inadven:
tence on the part of the latter evidently—
which hardly does justice to the active
exertions of Sir John Rose, for he con
tinues to doall he can to promote the ob-
Ject we have sll in view. In reply to the
hon. member’s question, I may say [ am
unable to promise that the Government
will introduce a Bill during the presen}
gession for the purpose referred to. It is

impossible to introduce a Bill without fix- |

ing the rate of duty. My hon. friend will
8ee at present 13} per cent. duty is col-
lected. "Sir Charles Trevelyan says that ie a
fair sum, but Messrs, Longman think it is
not enough. It will be impossible to in.
ftroduce a Bill until we see the action of
the British Parliament, and have such in-
formation as will enable us to tix the per
centage that will be satisfactory to ali
parties,

__ Bon.Mr. RYAN thought the same duty,
lfgiper cent, would be accepted as quite
8

cient, and that a conditional Act,

ns to the effect that so. zoon as

Inight be passed by the Dominion House
of Gommon
8
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the Imperial Parliament shall pass an Act
granting power io reprint British copy
right works in Canada, then the Governor
in Council shall have authority to levy an
excise tax of not less than 15 per cent.on
such reprints for the benefit of the author
or holder of the copyright. ’

Hon. Mr. WILMOT—1 think that the
hon, member deserves mueh oredit for
the energy with which he has pressed the
matter. 1t seems certainly a very
anomalous state of things that the Canadian
publisheys are obliged to go across the
lines to get up a printing eswablishment in
order to' priut books for circulation in
Canada. We should do everything in our
power {o encourage home industry—not
drive it to foreign countries.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN—I think that the
hon, member is entitled to every credit
for the perseverance he has shown in
direciing the attention of the House and
Government (o this important question.
I had the honor of expressing an opinion
on a former occasion, which met with
some degrece of approval, that
we might have now the power of
legislating directly on the question of
Copyrights. We are seeking the power
in a different way - from what we are seek-
ing anything else. When Legislative
powar is given to a Colony, it is well under-
st00d ou constitutiqnal principles it cannot
be properly withdrawn ; and when we have
representative insiitutions we have the
right of exercising all the privileges that
they bring with them. Wehave exercised
that power in former times with as little
apparent right asin this case. 1 am aware
thai the lmperial Copyright Act does
extend over the Coionies, I am also
aware that withregard to Patents of Inven-
tion, which is & cognate question,and ought
to be treated in the same way, full liberty
has been conceded to us by the Imparial
Government, and . if I remember rightly it
was conceded on apcount of a refusal on
the part of the colonies to accept the Im.
jerial view of the matter, It was the
custom to issue Patents in England for ail
the colonies, but it was found that there
was great reluctance even on the part of
our Courts to enforce those laws,
$herefore they became nullities, and.the
issue was.to leave the matter in our own
hands, Now we might ask whether the
same result would not accrue if we adopt-
ed a copyright lawof our own, Will we
not give equitable justice to authors,. by
dealing directly with tiis subject?’ Where
is the impropriety of asking what Colonial
Parhiaments have done in several instances,
legislating upon matters where there was,
to a certain extent, an infringement of
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Imperial Legislation, but where, at the
same time the spirit of our constitution,
gave us this power of acting. It seems to
me in that way we may best obtain what
Wwe now desire.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—There is no
dount great force in the remarks of the
hon. gentleman, and 1 think it advisable
to bring the matter under the notice of
the Minister ot Justice, and ascertaining
the possibility of obtaining the object in
the way suggested by the hon. member.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—1 hope this will not
prevent the Government urging immediate
action in the direction which I have sug-
gested.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Certainly not.
The letter I previously mentioned is now
being written.

POSTAL FACILITIES.

Hon. Mr. ‘BOTSFORD made the follow-
ing motion: Thatan humble Address be
resented to His Excellenoy the Governor
&ner&l, praying that His Excellency will
be pleased to be laid before this House, a
return shewing the number of special
trains run on the E. and N, American
Railway, and the portion of the Intercolo~
nial extending to Amherst, or any portion
thereof, from the 1st day of May, 1871, to
the last day of December of the same
year, staling the object, expense, and re-
oceipts of such special trains, and by whose
authority they were ordered. Also a
return shewing the names and numbers of
all persons who have passed free on any
portion of such railways, stating by whose
authority and for what cause such free
passes were given for the period above
mentioned. In the course of some re -
marks on the subject he reterred to the
want of rail acoommodation on that part
of the Intercolonial Railway beiween
Painsec Junction and Amherst. He stated
from personal knowledge that there had
been no passenger or mail trains between
those two points, although they were run-
ning on other portions of the road. The
Postmaster (ieneral lately made an
arrangement by which » postal car was
put on for the accommodation of the
public, but on acoount of more importance
being attached to traflic that car was con-
stantly shunted off, )
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL would enquire
into the matter, and certainly remedy any
mistake that may have arisen. He did not
understand why the matter had not before
been brought under the notice of the
Government. The returns asked for, Le
added, would be brought down as soon as

possible.
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ADJOURNMENT.

Un motion of Hon. Mr. WILMOT,
seconded by Hon. Mr. ARMAND, the
House agreed that when it adjourned that
day it should stand adjourned until the
evening of Wednesday next.

IMMIGRATION AID SOCIETIES.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill
entitled an *¢ Act to provide for the incor-
poration of ImmigrationAid Societies,’ and
in doing 80, stated that it had been prepar-
ed in consequence of the formation at
Ottawa last winter of a society to aid in
the bringing of immigrants into this coun-
try.Under the Bill the Minister of Agricul-
ture, will have power from time to time, to
divide the Provinces into Immigration Dis-
tricts, in each of which there shall be an
Immigration Agent. [n each district, an
Immigration Aid Society or Immigration
Aid Societies, for the purpose of assisting
immigrants to reach C a trom Europe.
and to obtain employ%ent on their arrival
in Canada, and of elabling persons in
Canada in want of labourers, artisaps, or
servants, to obtain them by such immigra~
tion, may be formed under the Act, The
Society shall have power to enter into
agreements and contracts, either with
members of their corporation or with
others, for any purpose relating to immi-
gration. The Society may receive appli-
cations from persons desiring to obtain
artisans, workmen, servants or laborers
from the United Kingdom, or from any
Fart of Europe, and may enter into any

awful contracts with such persons, includ-

ing the obligation on the part of such per-
sons to employ the immigrants referred to
on their arrival in Canada. It was the
object of the Government to give all the
aid in their power to all Societies who were
endeavoring to bring additional population
into the country. He had no doubt the
Bill would meet with the approbation of
the House.

Hon. Mr. SANBOKN had looked cursorily
over the Bill, and could not see that it
contained any objectionable features, but
it seemed to him, the first clause might
entail considerable expense, since it gave
the power to the Minister of Agriculture to
establish an oftice in every district. So
far we have had considerable machinery
to induce immigration, but with very little
satisfactory results. Unfortunately the con-
stitution under which we are now placed has
divided the control of this mode of immi-
gration. The Local Governments, besides,
hold the lands which are the princlipal in~
centive of immigration. The Federal
Government consequently was cramped
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88 t0 means to effect the purpose it has
in view, and could omly resort to direct
subsidy. He thought the best agents are
local industries—the encouragement of
manufactures and construction of public
works. He thought it advisable to con-
sider whether such Colonization Societies
as existed in Quebec should not be legis-
lated for in the same Bill—it would not
be expedient to have two societies of a
cognate character in the same locality.
He was satisfied that whatever was done
by the present head of the Department
with the view of promoting immigration
would be well pertgrmed: he was a man
of business capacity and good judgment,
and would bring those qualities to bear on
the administration of this Department;
but the same time it was well to remem.
ber that he was called upon to a large ex«
tent to make bricks without straw, since
the means at his disposal for achieving
anything were very limited.

Hon, Mr: WARK thought that the pre.
sent Bill was intended to do a great deal
of good, and expressed his opinion that it
was not advisable for newly arrived im-
migrants to go upon wilderness lands be-
fore they had served some time upon
cleared farms.

Hon, Mr. WILMOT expressed a similar

Opinion, and believed measures should be
taken to keep our own people in the
country by the encouragement of home
Industries.
. Hon. Mr. CAMPBRLL said that the ob-
Jection raised to the first clause was met
by the fact that any money required
would have to be voted in Parliament
every session. At present the immigration
offices were foew in number, and there was
no intention just now to enlarge the
number, but only when the necessity
arose. He was sure that the Minister of
Agriculture would read with pleasure the
remarks of the hon. member for Welling-
ton Division with respect to himself. A
great deal had already been done in the
direction of promoting immigration since
his hon, friend had joined the Govern-
ment. As respects the reference to the
Colonization Societies he would mention
:he matter to the Minister of Agricul-
ure.

The Bill was read a second time.

8T. FRANCIS AND MEGANTIC R. R.

Hon, Mr. SANBORN moved the second
Teading of the Bill intituled: ¢ An Act
to amend the St. Francis & Megantic Rail-
Way Act,” the principal objects of which
are to enable the additional issue of half a

of bonds, and the construction ofa
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telegraph line along the route. Referred
to the Committee on Railways Banking
and Commerce.

PUBLIC LANDS.

On motion of Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL,
the Bill respecting public lands was made
the first order of the day tor Wednesday
neéxt.

'The House then adjourned.

WebDNEsDAY, 15th May.

The SPEAKER teok the chair at half
past nine, p.m.

LIGHT HOUSE.

After presentation of a number of petis
tions, :
Hon, Mr. KAULBACK asked whether it
is the intention of the Government to
make provision in the Supplementary Esti-
mates for the construction of a Lighthouse
on Green Island, off St. Margaret's Bay,
for the better probection of the large in-
terest engaged in Shipping and Navigation
along the Southern Coast of Nova Scotia ?
‘The hon. gentleman alluded to the impor-
tance of the work, and pressed its cons
struction in strong terms on the attention
ot the Minister of Marine and Fisheriea.
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that the
matter was under the consideration of the
Government who were aware of the im.
portance of the work, and would probably
come to a favorable decision respecting it.
The House then adjourned.

TryurspAY, 16th May, 1872.

After presentation and reading of Peti-
tions,
PETITIONS,

Hon. Mr. SANBORN—From Committee
on Standing Orders and Private Bills, re-.
ported favorably on Petitions of Louis
Archambault of Quebec; of D. McInnes
and others; Canadian Suspension Bridge
Co.; G. E. Archer and others; D. A,
Msacdonald and others of Alexandria, O, ;
T. Reynolds and others; W.McMaster and
others ; Committee reported petition from
Chatham Board of Trade as belonging to
jurisdiction of local legislatures,

MESSAGE.

M ea were received from House of
Commons with Bills respecting seeurities
given by officers of Canada, Dominion
Notes, G. T. R. and International Bridge
gompanies. These Bills were read a first

ime.
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD asked whether the
Government intends to give the Province
of Manitoba, a law regulating weights and
measures, or to extend to that Province
same laws and provisions on the subject
of weights and measures a8 are in force
in other parts of the Dominion, and
to appoint Inspectors of weights and mea-
sures there.

Mr. CAMPBELL replied that it is not
the intention of the Government to estab.
ish the same laws in Manitoba during the
present Session, but they hoped to establish
a pertect and uniform system tor the whole
Dominion when the next Session meets,

POSTAL FACILITIES.

Hon, Mr. GIRARD again made the fol-
lowing enquiry and urged the attention of
the Government to the subject which is of
much importance to the Province he re-
presents; where there is considerable diffi.
culty found to transmit money, especially
in small sums :—Whether the Government
intends to complete the organization of
the Postal System in Mahitoba, by estabs
lishing therein a Money Order Office or
Money Order Offices and a Savings Bank
Office or Saving’s Banks Otlices, such as
are established in the other parts of the
Dominion.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the
Government had every disposition to meet
the wants of the people of Manitoba in
every particular, and would pay attention
to the postal requirements of that Pro-
vince at the earliest date possible.

PUBLIC LANDS.

The House then went into Committee
-on Bill respecting Public Lands. —Hon.
Mr. HAMILTON in the Chair.

Hon, Mr. GIRARD said in French that
he naturally felt great interest in the mea-
sure, affecting ag it did the people of his
own Province. He had looked carefully
over the Bill and had no objection to many
of its details,but there were certain features
which he did not approve of and which he
thought required modification and amend-
ment. He proceeded at some length to
state his objections, and read some amend-
merts which, whilst they did not affect
the principle, materially affected the details
of the Bill.

Hon., Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
proposed that the hon. member have his
smendments printed, 8o that the House

, might be in a position to undersand their
actual tenden&.

Hon. Mr. A Sagreed to go on with
-those clauses to which there was no parti.
cular or valid objection.
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Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE said the Bill in re-
spect to homestead principle was really
more liberal than the American law.

In answer to an objection raised by Mr.
Girard to the 18th clause respecting
those Townships reserved to Indians, Hon,
Mr. AIKINS explained that when the
Hudson’s Bay Company transferred their
rights, they were entitled to receive 5 per
cent. of the lands of the Territory. The
Company adhered to the right, and the
Government had no option in the matter.

Clause 22 respecting Educational en-
dowment having been read, -y

Hon. Mr, BUREAU proposed an amend-
ment dividing the lands among all reli-
gious denominations for separate school
purposes, in proportion to their number.

Hon. Mr, AIKINS explained that sucha
provision could not properly be incorpora-
ted with the present Bill which simply set
apart the lands as an endowment for pur-
poses of education

Hon. Mr. BURBAU agreed to defer his
amendment until another stage in the pro-

.ceedings, stating that he wished to have

lands in question disposed of according to
certain prineiples.

Hon. Mr, GIRARD suggested that the
land should be under control of Trustees
or School Commissioners of sections where
they may be, who would keep them for
education, but would not have authority
to dispose of them except through an
erder in Council,

Hon. Mr. AIKINS explained that such
provision was superfluous in present Bill.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER D& ST. JUST
thought the means of assisting Education
should be entrusted to the Local Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said, that it rested
with the Parliament hereafter to say what
shall be done with the lands.

. In reply to Hon. Mr. SANBORN,

Hon, Mr. AIKINS stated that one dollar
per acre, would be about the same as that
fixed to land in Minnesota; the Governs
ment thought that the price would deter
persons from buying for mere speculative
purposes.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN hoped, when village
lots were laid .out in accordance with
clause 31, care would be taken to reserve
space for market places, cemeteries &e.

The Committee rose and reported

progress. ;
* AFTER RECESS,

'The House again went into Committee
on the Bill.

Hon, Mr, BOTSFORD, in reference to
the 31st elause, thought the upset price
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should be fixed on village lots, which may
sold at private sale.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said the principle
generally laid down by the Government
was to sell by public Auction, but it was
deemed advisable, in certain cases, to
allow a choice of selling by private sale.

In reply to a suggestion by SENATOR
FLINT Hon. Mr. AIKINS replied that
there was no intention of having cemeteries
in villages that might be laid out.

The pre-emption clauses were amended
80 as to merge them into the homestead
system, in accordance with the prinoiple
to be adopted in the United States.

Hon.Mr. SUTHERLAND urged in strong
terms the olaims of a cluss of persons who
were not considered in the arrangements
with respect to the lands of Manitoba.
These persons were living on very narrow
strips of land, and many of them would
be obliged to leave. During the recent
troubles no men had acted more patrioti-
cally than this class of persons. whose
claims had been ignored. It was a great
injustice that the people in the section
where he himself lived should have been

forgotten in the allotment of grants of | read

land. He did not blame the Government
but was under the impression that the
rights of these people who were the pio-
neers of the settlement had not been suf-
ficiently pressed on their attention. _

Hon, Mr. MacFARLANE urgéd the
claims of theee people to consideration.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said it was open to
these or other settlers to get 160 acres of
land on payment of a small fee.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN said then they were
not placed in any better position than new
settlers.

Hon. Mr. LETEW.LIER DE ST. JUST
said that these people were not treated as
well as those who belonged to his own
nationality, and expressed the hope that

*their claims would receive attention. Such
"8 ooncession us that suggested would tend
to the harmony and happiness of the whole
cormmunity.

Hon Mr. GIRARD eaid that if the Gov-

- ernment adopted the suggestion they
would do what would be satisfactory to all
clasges of the population of Manitoba,

Atter some remarks from Hon. Mr.
BENSON to a similar effect,

Hon. Mr. AIKINS replied that he would
take the matter iramediately into consid-
eration,

Considerable dgsultory discussion arose
On that part of the 34th clause which did
not allow a settler voluntarily relinquish-
Ing or abandoning his claim, to make a
Second entry. After remarks from Hon.
Meesrs, Christie, Flint, Skead, and others,
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Hon. Mr. AIKINS agreed to amend the
clause &0 as toallow the second entry.

In reply to an amendment proposed by
Hon. Mr. GIRARD with reference to hay
lands, 36th clause.

_Hon. Mr. AIKINS stated that the ques-
tion of hay land would be dealt with dur-
ing the present season, and the right of
common would be ascertained. Those
who have the right of hay or common
would get their consideration in land.

In clause 45 respecting coal lands,

An amendment was adopted on the
suggestion of Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE
S§T.” JUSE, allowing mine to be
forfeited in case parties cease to work
them for gix consecutive months.

Hon, Mr. GIRARD urged that the Pro-
vince of Manitoba should be exempt from
the provisions of the 48th clause :—¢ Any
tract of forest land covered by forest tim-
ber may be set apart as timber lands and
reserved from sale or sttlement.”

Hon. Mr. AIKINS explained that such
an amendment was unnecessary in a Pro-
vince situated like Manitoba.

Clause 65 respecting Slides having been

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
asked if provision should not be made to
prevent saw dust being thrown into rivers.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS said the Local Govern.
ment would have regulation of such
matters.

The Committee went through 74
clauses, rose, reported progress, and re-
ceived leave to sit again.

The House adjourned at a quarter
past 10-

FripaY, 1T7th May.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock. :

After the presentation of petitions and
other routine proceedings,

Hon Mr. AIKINS brought up & return
respecting the Intercolonial Railway.

RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr, HAMILTON, from Committee
on Railways, Commerce and Banking, re.
rted favorably on the Bill respecting the

t. Francis and Megantic Railway Company.

DIVORCE.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second
reading of the Bill to provide for the
divorce of John Robert Martin, and in
doing so0 said he did not vouch for the
accuracy of the facts alleged therein,

In accordance with the rules of the
House, Richard Martin was called to the



75 Routine

bar and gave evidence of the service of
certain papers on defendant.

The Bill was carried on a division, de-
manded by Hon. Mr. Letellier de St: Just.
Contents 36; non-contents 19. It was
then referred to special committee to
examine evidence.

IMMIGRATION.

The House then went into Committee—
Hon. Mr. Botsford in the chair—on the
Bill incorporating Immigration Aid Socie-
ties, which was reported upon without
amendment, read a third time and passed

PRINTING,

On motion of Hon. Mr. SANBORN, the
first report of the Corimittee on Printing
was adopted,

QUARANTINE.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the sec-
ond reading of the bill respecting quaran-
tine, which re-enacts laws respecting that
subject, except those referring to public
heaﬁl‘;, which properly fall under the ju-
risdiction of the Provincial Governments.
It also includes several amendments to
the laws of the Maritime Provinces, which
experience has shown to be neces.

sary.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN referred to the dis-
tinction made by the Government with re-
ference to. the subject of public health,
and expressed the opinion that they had
come to a proper conclusion although the
view was different from that taken with
respect t0 many other matters which came
betore Parliament although belonging pro-
perly tolocal jurisdiction. He urged the
Government to lay down a general prin-
ciple and apply it to all legislation. The
Parliament, under its present position,
was absorbing an amount of business
which ought not to come before it.

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE agreed with
the previous speaker that the time had
come to establish a certain principle with
reference to such matters. He was glad
that the Government had introduced such
a measure which, he hoped, would pre
vent the introduction of disease into mas
ritime ports in the way it was done in Ha-
lifax last summer.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD alluded to the ne«
cessity of preveunting introduction of
diseace into Manitoba from North West
by Indians and others.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD wished to know
what distinction could be drawn between
Public Health and Infectious diseases of
Stock, on which Parliament had legis-
lated,

Hon. Mr. WILMOT wasof opinion that
power of dealing with diseases should not
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te divided, but given exclusively to locsl
legislatures or General Government.

Hon. Mr, CAMPRELL agreed that it
was advisable to have a definite principle,
as urged by the member for Wellington
Division, but it was found very difficult to
arrive at a decision on the subject. A
Joint Committee had been appointed
during a previous session to deal with
the question, but nothing had come ouf
of it. Probably in the course of time a
satisfactory arrangement would be arrived
at, and such perplexities as now con-
stantly arose prevented. As respects the
measure concerning Infectious Diseases,
he did not remember its exact nature,
but supposed it referred to Quarantine.
in answer to the mewber fr>m Manitobs,
he stated that it might be necessary to
frame a law which would prevent infec-
tious diseases, like small pox, coming into
Manitoba from the North West Territory.

The bill was thenread a second time.

'PUBLIC OFFICERS.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the sec~
ond reading of the bill (from the House
of Commons) respecting security to be
given by officers of Canada.—Car-
ried.

Business.

RAILWAY BILL.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved the second
reading of the bill confirming a oertain
agreement between the Grand Trunk Rail-
way and the International Bridge Com-
pany, and for other purposes.—Referred
to Committee on Banking, Railways and
Oommerce.

PUBLIC LANDS.

The House again went into Committee
on the Bill respecting Public Lands, Hon.
Mr. Hamilton in the chair.

In accordance with the suggestion of
Hon. Mr. BUREAU, the 107th clause was
soamended as to read: ¢ Governor in
Council shall, at any time hereafter, sub-
ject to then existing rights, as defined or
created under this Act, withdraw from
the operation of this Act such lands as
have been reserved for Indians or may be
required to satisfy the half breeds
claims”’

The Bill having been considered,

Hon. Mr. SUTHERLAND asked the
Government whether any steps had . yet
been taken in accordance with his sugges-
tion of the previous night, that a grant
should be made to a class of persons whose
claims hitherto had been overlooked.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS would be prepared
with an answer before the Bill was read a
third time.
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Hon. Mr. WARK urged the claims of
these settlers to tavorable consideration

The Committee rose and reported the
Bill with certain amendments. Report
was adopted and the Bill ordered to be
printea, as amended, before the third
reading,

‘The House then adjourned.

Moxpay, 20th May, 1872

The SPEAKER took the Charr at 3
O'clock p.m.

RAILWAY BILL,

Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, from Committee
on Banking, Railways, and Commerce,
reported Bill respecting G. T. R. and In-
ternational Bridge Companies, without
amendment, ! .

PETITIONS.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN, . from Committee
on Standing Orders and Private Bills, re-
ported favorably on petitions of Manitoba
Insurance Co. ; Mamtoba Bank; Ontario
Shipping Forwarding Co.; Anc hor Marine
Insurance Co. They also reported that
petitions of W. Ford Jones of Gananoque
and others, and Dominion Trust Co. refer
to provincial objects.

CIVIL ACTIUNS IN BEAUCE AND MONT-
MAGNY.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU moved :—That an
Address be presented to His Excellency
the (Governor General, praying that His
Excellency will be pleased to cause to be
laid before this House a tabular or other
Statement showing: .

lst. The number of actions, oppusitions
or other proceedings of an apiealable
Dature, in which contestations took place,
and hearings on the merits were had in the
District of Montmagny, from the first
January, 1868, to the first January last;

e number of such causes in which judg-
lment has been rendered; how many of
them have been carried before the Court
ot Revision or the Court of Appeals; how
DMany of such judgments have been con-
irmed ; how many reversed, and how
apy are still undetermined in Revision
Or in Appeal.

.20d. The number of actions, opposi-
tions or other proceedings of an appeal-
able nature in which contestations took
Place and hearing on the merits were bad
I the District of Beauce, from the first ot
January, 1868, to the first of January last;

e number of such causes in which judg-
Went has been repdered; how many of
them have been carried before the Court
of Revision or the Uourt of Appeal; how
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many of such judgments have been cons
firmed; how many reversed, and how
many are still pending undetermined in
Revision or.in Appeal.

3rd. The distance between Montmagny,
St, Michel and St. Jean respectively, and
the City of Quebec, and the mode of com-
munication between those places and the
City of Quebec and Montmagny, respect-
ively.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that a good
deal of the information asked fo was not
in the control of the Dominion Govern-
ment but was to be obtained by reference
to the local administration,

.Business.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS IN N.B.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD asked whether it
was the intention of the Gove nt to
equalize the Electoral Districts, ?or the
election of Members to the Commons in
New Brunswick, and how it proposes to
agportion the additiona] Members to which
that Province is entitled. He called atten-
tion to the inequality of the electoral
divisions in New Brunswick as respeocts
the election of members for the Commons.
For the last five years evident injustice
had been done {o large and populous dis-
tricts.  For instance Wgstmoreland,
with & population of 30,000, had only one
representative, whilst three others, with
only 23,000 souls, had one each. Resti-
gouche, Sunbury, Albert and Victoria
with 34,700 had four representatives. He
mentioned some other facts in corrobora-
tion of his assertion at the commence-
ment of his remarks, and urged the ne-
cessity of remedying the injustice that
had been done under the temporary Act
now in operation. -

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that he
was giad that the hon. member had called
atlention to a question of so much im-
portance, and that he could only say for
the present that the Government hiad ga-
thered all the facts they could in relation
to the subject, and would soon be able to
state the oconclusions to which they had
come.

' SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES,

Hon. Mr. BUREAU asked—

1st. Whether the Government will, du-
ring\the present Session, appointa Puisné
Judge of the Superior Court at Montreal,
conformably with the Act of the Legis-
latux;’e of Quebec, passed at its last Ses-
sion =

2nd. Whether to that end, resolutions
will be introduced during the present
Session, providing for the payment of the
salary of such sixth Judge, or whether &
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sum for the salary of such sixth Judge
has been placed in the estimates for the
fiscal year 1872-3?

3rd. Whether the Government intend
to increase the salaries of the Puisnés
Judges of the Superior Court for the Pro-
vince of Quebec, seeing that those salaries
are msufticient, considering the important
duties those Judges have to fulfil, and the
qualifications their high and responsivle
position requires them to possess ?

In making the motion he called atten-
tion to the anomalous position in which
the administration of Justice stood owing
to the B. N. A. Act. Before a new Judge
could be appointed the Local Govern-
ment bad to pass a law, and the Federal
.Government had to nominate him and fix
his emoluments. He hoped that there
would be as little delay as possible in

romoting the administration of Justice
in Quebec, and with the view of obtaining
information on that point, he had made
the motion in question.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that it
was the intention of the Government to
introduce a Bill which would effect the
object referred to in first enquiry. Pro-
vision would also be made for the pay-
ment of such an office, as soon as the
necessary legislation was effected. He
quite agreed that the salaries of the
Judges were T0oo low, and had no doubt
that it would be necessary to revise them
next session.

RAILWAY.

The. Bill to amend the St. Francis &
Megantic Railway Act was read a third
time and passed.

QUARANTINE,

The House then went into Committee—
Hon. Mr. FERRIER in the Chair—and

passed the Quarantine Bill, withan amend-

ment., 1t was read a third sime and

passed.
PUBLIC OFFICERS.

The House again went into Committee—
Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST in
the Chair—on the Bill in reference to the
security given by officers of Canada, and
passed it without amendment. The Bill
was then read a third time and passed.

DOMINION NOTES,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second
reading of the Act regulating the issue of
Dominion Notes, and in doing so stated

"that under the law passsd in the thirty-
third year of Her Majesty’s reign, the
Government recoived the power to issue
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Notes up to a certain amount, snd when
that amount was exceeded then they were
only allowed to issue additional Notes by .
holding the same sum in specie for the
redemption of such Notes in excess. This
regulation had been tound by the Govern-
ment to operate unfairly upon the banks
and the public, a3 there was a demand
from day to day for smaller notes over and
above the amount in circulation which it
was very difficult to meet on the terms
mentioned in the original Act. It was
therefore proposed under the Bill to
allow an issue of Notes, &c., above the
$9,000,000 on a security consisting partly
of specie—at least 20 per cent. of the
excess—and partly on deposits held by the
Banks. The Government had come to
the conclusion that such a measure was
necessary for the convenience of the
country at large. 'The security was ample
inasmuch as the 20 per cent. was a sum in
specie not exacted from the Banks, who
were consequently more favored than the
Dominion itself. Healso argued that this
sum really represented a good deal more.
The Government were obliged to hold
specie at four different places in the difter
rent provinces and to meet the fluctuating
curiency they would necessariiy be obliged
to keep more than 20 per cent. It had
also been found that the circulation is
fluctuating, and the Government through
the Finance Minister, had been obliged
from time to time to interfere and limit
the circulation unnecessarily and incon-
veniently because the arbitrary rule had
been laid down that they must hold dollar
for dollar over and above the issue af
nine millions of dollars. o
Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON regretted that
the Government had seen fit to introduce
such a bill, as he could not help feeling
that it was a step in the wrong direction.
It was above all things important that the
currency should rest on a very secure basis
—immediate redemption in gold. Under
the present Bill it was proposed to change
the present Law, so that only 20 per cent
nreed be kept in reserve to redeem the
excess of circulation over and above the
$900,000,000. [t was true that the bill als0
provided that the balances held by the
Government in the banks should be consl
dered as a portion of the reserves, He
ped that the Government would nob
ptess such a provision. Those deposits
were not equivalent to gold; for the K
are not obliged to redeem their notes i?
gold, but in Doniinion paper. So the
effect of the system was really paper upo?
peper. He did not- think it judicious 0
weaken the reserves too much. Ii weé
quite poasible that dollar for doliar was a8
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unreasonable amount, and less might do;
but the amendments proposed in the Bi
went altogether too far in the wrong way.
They had the tendency to render the im-
mediate redemption of notes less secure,
a state of things which Parliament should
guard against, for the result might be a
depreciated currency. He was also afraid
that the tendency of the measure, would
be to create bank favoritism—a very un-
desirable result certainly. So long as the
present Government were in power, he
did not apprehend any danger, but it was
wise to guard against the future., Suppose
the case of a favored bank being
in a weak pogition, and that the Go-
vernment wished to help it, it might
lend such an institution a million of
dellars, and dnly require one-fifth of that
amount to be held—or $200,000 in gold.
The balance of $800,000 might remain on
deposit, or the bank might get credit for
an unlimited time, Such a state of things
was, mn his opinion, very objectionable
and should be prevented if possible. We
had an instance in Upper Canada where a
certain bank suffered very much from
favoritism of this sort. Money was left
on deposit, which it lent unwisely, and
everybody knew the unfortunate results
that accrued at last. He hoped that the
Government would not press the bill in
ite present shape, but would consent to
hold at least 40 per cent. in gold. The
Postmaster General had quite correctly
stated that the Government would in
reality hold more than 20 per cent, and,
for the same reason, the 40 per cent.
would, in the end, actually amount to 50
per cent. Such a reserve would be quite
sufficient, but still the other provision
With respect to the deposits was very ob-
Jectionable and he would like to see it ex-
punged from the Bill.

Hon. Mr. RYAN agreed with most of
the remarks of the preceding speaker, for
he was sure that whilst we based our cur—
rency on gold, we would have-a currency
which would inspire confidence among all
who have business to do with the country.
If we departed, to any great extent, from
such a principle, as would be the case
under the hill, then confidence in our
nonetary position would be impaired.

en we relaxed our system and held
out to banks an opportunity of receiving
currency which they do not require to pay
for 1n gold, undue expansion would ensue
and financial embarrassment be the final
Tesult. As long as we went on prosperously
that expansion might seem safe enough but
et a crisis occur, a8 it .may ocour in the
best regulated countries, and banks get
iuto ugiﬂioulties, then the country
9
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would suffer. It was more prudent to go
on quietly and cautiously than to en-
courage undue expansion and its danger-
ous consequences. He hoped that the
appeals which had been made to the Gov-
ernment would be heeded, and that they
would consent to amend the bill, The
House had confidence in the financial
capacity and prudent management of the
gentleman who now conducted our finan-
cial aftairs, and whilst he remained in the
same position the country was not in
danger; but we had no guarantee for the
future, for we did not know who might be
in office some years hence, and therefore
it was advisable to protect the public in-
terests by every means in our power. He was
confident that those banks which wished
to carry on their affairs prudently,
would not object to see the amount of
specie held in reserve augmented to 40
per cent.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
said that he held views similar to those
just expressed, but he believed the wealth
of the country which was .the guarantee
for the debentures was as good as gold.
But the moment the benefit of the circu-
lation was given to the banks instead of to
the country, then we were moving in the
wrong direction. It became more neces:
sary that gold should be the basis, the
moment you deprive the Government of
the benefit of the circulation and hand it
to the banks.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT said that every one
could bear testimony=to the benefit de.
rived by the whole country from the issue
of Dominion Notes. When he had first
addressed the House on this subject in
1867, the amount of the circulation, - was
only $12,000,000, consisting 2lmost entire-
ly of Bank Notes—not one per cent. on
the taxable property of the country. His
hon. friend from Toronto had dwelt
strongly on the gold as the great seourity,
but he (Mr. W.) could remember thav in
1825 had it not been for the discovery of
some one pound notes the Bank of Eng./
land would have been obliged to shut its
doors. The country, at that time, wanted
circulation,—there was no want of pros-
perity—and the result was a crisis, causing
great depreciation of property in Great
Britain, ruinous bankruptcies, and the
failure of many Banks. We have a
country of 4,000,000 of people, and the
Census of 1851 shewed property to the
amount of §1,400,000,000.. If we looked
at the country alongside of and com-
pared the Census returns from 1861 to
1871—during which years a most disas-
trous war had occurred, causing the withx
drawal of an immense number of persons



83 Deminion
from industrial pursuits, and destroying
an enormous amount of property, we find
that the value of taxable property had
increased from $1,000,000,000 to 30,000,000.
Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—The value in
one case is in gold, and in the other in
depreciated ourrency.
on.” Mr. WILMOT—At the same
time there was now held more gold
in" the Banks of the United States
and- Treasury Department than ever
before. This result was due in his (Mr.
W.’s) opinion by Mr. Chase adopting the
policy of issuing legal tender notes to the
extent of $413,760,863 and establishing a
free Banking Law with an issue of $300,-
000,000 of national Bank Notes, making
the whole currency uniform guaranteed
by the nation. Under this financial
lioy, no notes could be issued by the
ggnks without security, and it had given
such a stimulus to the industry of the
people, that they had not only paid
off ‘Ehe large sum of $890,000,000 of their
debt, but had also relessed the country
of alarge portion of internal taxation,
The policy was not without precedent, for
Mr. Pitt, one of England's greatest
statesmen, had inaugurated one rome.
what similar in 1797 by making Bank of
England notes a legal tender guaranteed
by the State, leaving gold to find its value
in the market like all other commodities,
which continued until 1823, The hon.
member would not deny that during the
period referred to, it was the trade with
that country (U. S.) which had stimulated
uction in the Dominion, and thereby
t up our Banks in a great measure, by
supplying them with a large amount of
foreign exchange. Our farmers and others
were able to se%l their goods to our neigh-
bozs, for the very currency of which he
spoke 80 disparagingly, and in that way
assist. to swell . the revenue to
its present proportions. The Bauk of

England was restricted by the Act of 1844 |

and beyond the £15,000,000 of notes
muredyby congols and obliged to hold
- five sovereigns for every five pound note
issued by this Act. The banking depart-
ment was separated from the issue de-
partment. In 1847 the bank,was bankrupt
go far as the law was concerned and the
Government had to come forward and
relieve the bank by allowing it to issue

notes beyond the law. ln 1857 it was the.

same thing, and in 1866, two banks had a
larger amount of deposit in the bank of
England, than all the gold that was held
in both departments which they threat—
ened to demand. Again the Government
had to come forward and stop the depre

ciation of property, in consequence of the.
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restriction of circulation caused by a
foreign demand for gold. Even now om
account of the German purchases of gold
in the London market, the Bank of
England had again raised the rate to five
per cent and it may go tar higher, restrict-
ing the home-trade, and msy end ina
crisis and panie. He was of opinion that
the gold system was based on & fallaoy—it
wag attempting to make a certain quantity
of gold not ouly the usit of quantity but
the unit of value, a thing impossible
without causing violent uctuations. The
history of the United States for the past
ten years was a proof that the theory in
question was based on a fallacy. Their
system had tided the country through a
most critical period without a commereciak
crisis, when its credit was. almost prostra-
ted, and lately the discount lfad been only
4 a3 between paper and gold. Great
Britain paid off more of her debt during
the two years closing the war of 1815,
than she has ever paid siuce, and that was
under the system of making Bank of
England notes legal tender, and allewing
gold to find its value in the market like
any other product of labour. The effact
of resuming specie payments, under Sir
Robert Peel’s Act of 1819, was to increase
the public debt and private debts, incur-
req in paper at 13} to the sovereign—in
fact to increase all the liabilities of. the
country one-half for the benefit of the fund-
holders and creditors at the expense
of the public and the debtors.
With respect to the presen’ Bill, it left the
Dominion notes up to $9,000,000; as they
were before, but as regards the issue
beyond that sum there was no restriction
whatever. In his judgment, the amount
of Dominion notes ought not to execeed
the amount of the annual revenue. In
the next place he did not think the pubws
lic should endorse the amount of cirgula.
tion to be given to the Banks without
their obtaining something forit. The cir-
culation of Dommnion notes was the best
kind of currency we could have, for with
them we could travel from one end of - the
country to the other. They were. a legal
tender endorsed by the State, and t
whole property of the country wus lisble
for their redemption. What he wished to
see was, that the circulation is as secure
a8 in the neighboring country. The Banks
were not liable to be called h30!1 to pay in
gold on demand. They 1o deposit
actual value—in debentures of the United
States— und receive only 90 per cent. of
circulating notes for them. In this coun.
try the result of the circulation of Domin-
ion notes had been most ‘benefical. Now
the total circulation had risen from . $12-
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000,000 to $34,000,000—the Bank circula
tion having reached $23,000.000, and that
of the Dominion notes $11,114,000. He
wished to see our banking system made
still more liberal, so that any number of
individuals, on furnishing proper security,
and registering the name of their locality
and amount of capital, should have the
right to éstablish a Bank : and he was sure
that the intelligence of the country would
supﬁrt such a system, for it would place
banking in the same position as all ether
business dealers in money.
~ Hon. Mr. BUREAU said that he consid-
ered the issue of Dominion Notes when
prudently managed, could promote the
ublic interests. The money now circu-
lating might be doubly advantageous to
the country, In the first place, it was a
benefit inasmuch as we had not to pay
interest on the Dominion notes, Again,
the money we have to borrow in England
for the construction of our public works,
could be placed out at interest at a good
rate—nearly equal to the amount we have
to pay in England. Indeed, it might be
shown that we would receive a benefit to
the extent of makinga saving of 8 per
cent, by the circulation of our notes. The
Government was to reserve 20 per cent.,
and that was quite sufficient in his opinion
because we had the whole country as
Security, and the Government might at
any time have gold for any amount ; and
h fact we had enough to meet our liabilis
ties, The only thing of which he com-
Pplained ini the present bill was that there
Wis no limitation as to the issue.’ If we
ookied to the experience of the United
Btates to guide us, we found that the
amotnt of the circulation of the banks
was limited to some $300,000,000, and
8nparing our population with that of the
ted States, we would be entitled to
30,000,000. 1t was better for the Gov-
éfnment to state definitely what amount
they will require, but under any oircum-
Btances we must act with great care. The
first tinie the Government issued notes,
they asked for $5,000,000,then they raised
the sum to $9,000,000, and now no
amount was fixed, but the Government
ight 18sue as much as they pleased. One
danger he apprehended was the patronage
o the Government being handed to
one favoured bank, and in that case a
crisis might arise. In the month of Sep-
térhiber last, there was such a crisis be-
Ytise the gold was going out of the coun.
&y into the United States where the mar-
ket was 1 good dealbetter. The strongest
glbt,ltut};)& had control of x,x;or& gold than
e Ollier institutions of the goumtry
{ied, a6 o romult waa o ad. T0y
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own way. When it required more gold
for operations in the United States it went
to the other banks and forced them to
give it. Necessarily the banks were
obliged to ask more for discount so as {0
pay for the gold they were obliged to get
from the United States; The consequence
was the banks did not respect th%l.;
charters, but obliged persons applying.
them for accommodation to pay 9 per
cent. In September the Bankin question
had in specie—in other countries, $9,258,-
557, here $1,577,093 or $10,835,644, whilst
all the other Banks in Ontario .and
Quebec had altogether only 34-317,252.'%
and hence it would be seen what power i
held in its hands.

1f the patronage of the Government .is
only to benefit one institution, 1f the de-
posits were not made of such a proportion
as to prevent any run ona bank, there
would be greater danger to be apprehend-
ed than now exists, of commercial embar-
assment and bankruptcy. In the United
States, the Government could always hald
the keys of the position, inasmuch a& the
importations are paid in gold, and they
have nlways in the treasury a quantity of
specie to prevent every note circulated
by the different banks is as at par, for it
was considered as gold. ' 1f. any persons
combined to create a crisis with a view to
speculation the Government were in.a
position to step mn and preventit. In
this country, on the other hand, it was
not possible to find gold in a moment. If
theGovernment received the money for the
Pacilic Railway and placed it at deposit in
a particular bank they could not ask for it
at a days’ notice. Since the British Goy«
ernment had found it expedient to with-
draw the troops from the ocountry, .we
were annually loosing,a great amount of
gold—some million of dollars; and cog-
sequently we had to meet the expense. .af
the defence of the country. ourselves.
Under these circumstances, the oconntry
was & loser to the extent of perhaps two
millions of dollars. ' On the 30th April last
circulation of the banks was. $23,307,638 ;
of Dominion Notes $10,129,575 ; fractional
currency $396,967; making & total issue
of $33,834,198. In specie the banks held
$9,002,522, and the Government $3,028,.
368 for the redemption of DominionNotes;
making a total of $10,060,090. From the
foregoing figures it would seem that the
sircu'ation of notes was about the same in
proportion to population as that of the
United States. He did not know wha$
the Government intended to do, but he
$hought it would be wise policy to fix the
amount they proposed {o rsise under
the present measure. They had
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already done a great deal to promote the
monetary circulation of the country ; for it
was not long since very many complaints
were coming in of the inconvenience and
loss arising from the existence of a de-
preciated currency ; and noone undertook
to remedy the difficulty until the present
Finanoe Minister- came into office. The
persons who suffered principally by this
depreciated currency were the small deal-
ers and merchants throughout the coun-
try, and manyof them had to pay as a
daily operation at the rate of 5 per cent.
on the $100 to get rid of the coin, and the
consequence was financial embarrassment
time and again. He did not understand
why the Finance Minister should not state
the amount he intended to raise. Per~
haps he proposed making a great finan.
cial stroke, place the money he would
borrow for public works in the different
banks and receive interest on it, while he
circulated as many notes as he wished.
He regretted that we had not now in this
oountry a banking system like that in the
United States, which would enable per-
sons with & much smaller capital than
$200,000 to establish banks. He would
like such institutions in towns and vil-
. lages, with a capital of $50,000. At pre-
sent, the system was calculated to benefit
only the wholesale merchants, but he
wished to assist the farmers and small
dealers in addition thrcughout the rural
districts, but he had every confidence that
the time would soon come when we would
have a more liberal banking law. He
oould see evidence pointing to the estab-
lishment ere long of a Bank of Issue by
the Government. In the meantime, how-
ever, for the reasons he had stated, he
must give his support to the measure be-
fore the House.

Hon. Mr. WARK believed the present
Bill was a departure from the system
heretofore established in this country.
The first $5,000,000 issued required four
millions of debentures and one of gold.
The second four millions required one of
goldalso, Accordingly, the issue of nine
millions required seven of debentures, and
two of gold. Then we had to follow the
practice of the Bank of England and issue
every additional dollar on condition that
it be redeemed in gold. He believed that
the system so far had been profitable to
the ocountry, but it was an experiment the
result of which had hardly yet been shown,
1t might be compared to the experience
of a new lnsurance Company; premiums
came in very rapidly whilst the losses were
small; but the time might arrive when
embarrassment and complications would
ensue. He was of opinion that we should
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proceed with caution ana nov pusn uae
system to extremes. The effect of the
proposed change, he believed, was to with-
draw gold from the country. He knew
tbhat the Finance Minister expected that
the additional issue would be in smulier
notes ; but it did not follow that the banks
would put one dollar more of the money
into circulation than was actually necessary
to meet the demand of their customers.
Ifanything beyond thatwas actuallyneeded
for the necessities of the country was issued,
it would go into the vaults of the Bank
and form part of their cash reserve, and
gold would go gradually out of the coun-
try. In England the business was done
with eovereigns. The Banks did not issue
any notes under five pounds; but here
there was paper as low as one and two
dollars. The amount of cash reserves
held in this country was some $14,000,000,
and assuming ¥7,000,000 of that was in
Dominion notes, then there was $7,000,000
in gold, and if the Government held $3,»
000,000 more, that made $10,000,000
to represent the whole gold of the
country. Indeed, it was a very rare thing
to see gold passing in erdinary business
transactions. Since the Union of the Pro-
vinces the country had been generally
prosperous—no financial crisis had ocecur
red, no difficulty had arisen to prevent
the circulation being kept afloat; but in
case of a monetary crisis, embarrassment
might arise, and it was against such a con-
tingenocy that Parliament should guard.
Under all the circumstances he recom-
mended caution, and a limitation to the
accommodation which the Banks should
receive. He did not believe there was any
security in a paper currency—it was like a
lottery

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON"said if we had the
power to legislate so that other countries
would take our notes as gold, hon, gentle-
men might be right in the conclusions
they come to; but the Chinese would not
sell us their silks or tess without receiving
what they considered the true equivalont.
He did not think that the experience of
the world had found out any ourrency
equal to gold. He held that there was no
safe banking unless there was a proper
equivalent at the basis of the circulation,
If a bank issued $10 or 12,000,000;shey had
an equivalent in the shape of merchan-
dize True the Government had the
whole country—they could impose addi-
tional taxes; but, nevertheless, they had.
no true commercial equivalent to fall bask
upon. He contended that the Bill was s
breach of faith with the Banks, who agread
to surrender their rights on certain condi-
tions, which they had fulfilled ‘on. their.
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pPart, He remenbered the time when he
dould buy Government notes for 20 per
¢ent discount—when the notes of a people
of 40,000,000 were only worth 40 cents on
the dollar, He was afraid that the prin.
ciple on which we were acting would lead
to a far worse state of things; for the
Bill was entirely a step in the wrong
direction. In 1879 and 1879, the whole of
the discounts of the Banks of Untario and
Quebec were about $56 000,000, while
they had reached some $94,000,000 at the
Present him; but he was unable to account
1n a legitimate way for so large an increase.
He believed the present measure would
tead to undue expansion and speculation,
and sooner or later disturb busine.s and
bring about a financial crisis. No bank
doing a correct buciness would advance
money except for a sufficient equivalent,
" but here the Government proposed to
1ssue without giving the country good
Security. He did not see anything in the
Ineasure with respect to the disposing of
the notes—they might favor one institu-
tion to the injury of the others. Under
any circumstances the amount of reserve
:léould be much larger—at least 40 per
nt,

Hon. Mr. BENSON was of the same
Opinion with those who urged that the
Principle of the Bill was not safe. He must
express his strong objection to a system
" Which made no restriction as to the
amount of issue. He had every canfid-
8nce in the finances of Canada, but at the
8ame time he must urge that the amount
of reserve be raised to 40 per cent. at
?daet, and the amount of issue be limit-

Dominion

> Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL denied that there
had been any breach of faith whatever
With the banks. Parliament placed on the
Statate Book a law reserving to the Gov-
Srament the right to issue notes within a
Certain denomination,and giving the banks
Dhivilege of issuing notes of a different
Nomination, besides relieving them of
their taxes. The necessities of the coun-
try demanded that there should be an addi.
tonud fssue of one dollar notes. It was idle
iy thit a rule laid down at a certain
Peripd was to last for all time to come. If
thare was really a necessity for ‘the angu-
WMentation of one dollar notes, then it
Was absurd to say we should be tied down
b}t cast iron rule applicable to different
Cliroumstances.  His hon. friends thought
¥re should be an increase of the specie
Teserve ; but it should be remembered thas
the hanks were not obliged to hold a
single dollar in specie ; and if thit was
®onsidered safe in the case of those insti-
Kitions, it ought to-be so certainly in. the
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case of the Domiinion which was liable for,

and able to meet all its own Iiabilities.

'The Government could have no object in
view in proposing such a measure except
to meet the requirements of the country.
No Ministry would dare to favor one bank
Ly giving it the control of the greater
part of the issue ; the Bank returns were
published from week to week, and the
amount of their deposits could be easily
seen. Headmitted thac there mnst be a
a bagsis in gold, but he did not underssand
that the Finance Minister was particularly
wedded to the amount of reserve. He
had great respect for the opinions of hon.
gentlemen who had spoken on the ques.
tior, and would take the earliest oppor-
tunity of consulting the Finance Minister
on the suhject. )

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said that five gen-
tlemen, depated by Banking institutions
had waited on a member of the Cabinet
who took the leading part on this ques-
tion, and had come to an understanding
with him.

Hon, Mr. BOTSFORD said that a limib
of some kind should be fixed to the issue
of notes.

Hon, Mr. NORTHUP was inclined to
the opinion that .the measure, on the
whole, would be acceptable to Nova Scotia.
Some 80 per cent. of the Dominion notes
would get into circulation, and the cur-
rency of the whole country in that way
benefited. The best security which the
Dominion had lay in the prudence of the
Finance Minister and im the standing of
the Banks, The Finance Minster would
not issue money except to meet the pub-
lic necessities, and certainly he would not
advance it to any Bank unless he had con-
fidence in its management and discretion,
and that he could ascertain from the re.
turns and other means open to him. He
telt that the Nova Scotia Banks, managed
as they were by discreet Directors, might
be safely entrusted with the circulation.
Under all the circumstances, having given .
the measure his carétul consideration h
was quite prepared to accept it as devised
in the interésts of the country.

The Bill was read a second time.

The House then a ljourned.

Tyespay, May 21.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at three
o'clock. ' .
After presentation of petitions
DIVORCE,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, from the elect
(lommittee, reported that one of the wit-
nes:es called to give evidence respecting
-the divorce case, refused to be sworn. He
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then moved that Mr. Lount was guilty of a
breach of the privileges of the House, and
that he be taken into custody by the
Gentleman Usher under warrant of the
Speaker.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
objected to the manner in which case had
been presented to the House, inasmuch
as the petition and bill had been intro
duced by a member of the Government,
who was also Chairman of the Committee
which was acting as a judicial tribunal,
He also objected to having case again
brought up after it had been more than
once dealt with by the Senate.

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE took similar
ground, referring to Todd’s Parlinmentary

ractice, Vol. 2.

Hon. .&Ir. ODELL took a different view,
and urged that such an objection ought te
have been made previously, but in any
case that was not the proper stage at
which to bring up such a point.

Hon. Mr. WILMJUT exonerated the
chairman from having in any way whatever
attempted to influence the Committee.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON said the
House was entirely deviating from the
actual question under consideration—the
asgertion of the privileges of the Sen-
‘ate.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST, JUST
did not intend to say that the least undue
influence was used by the Chairman.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL perfectly under-
stood that,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
atknowledged the ability of the Postmas-
ter Genera% to act as chairman, but he
wished to establish a principle in accord.
ance with the usages of the House of
Lords. He hoped the Mon. geéntleman
would withdraw from the Committee.

Hon. Messrs. WARK and BOUSFORD
said it would now be very inconvenient
to alter personnel of Committee, though it
might be well to establish a principle for
future guidance as soon as a similar case
arose hereafter.

Qnestion was postponed in order to
allow the minutes to be laid betore the
House, giving reason why witnes: refused
to be sworn.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he had
been guided solely by the desire to assist
in establishing precedents for the future
In oonnection with a matter new to the
House. He only assumed such a position
temporarily until the House came to a
decision as to the proper course to be pur-
sued in relation to such questions here-
after. It was, however, purely chimerical
to a:‘rgue that he could exercise any andue
itfiuénve on thé Comingitéee, Hé had
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simply charged himself with it 45 a matter
of duty and in the interests of the House

for the reasons given.,
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD asked why the
Intercolonial Railway, betweeu Amherst
and Truro, was not opened for traffic at
the time stated by the Goverhmunt ‘it
would be, and when it is probable such
portion of the Railway will be opeifed ?

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that he
was informed that the road will be proba
bly opened early in July or August.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that ‘the Post- -
master General was a nionth edrlier than
the Commissioners who said September.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBLLL—Then wé had
better say September, (Laughter.)

. Hou.b Mr. MoLELAlllV nlllidceld' to thi:e
eavy bridging, tunnelling, and gr

on the line and explained that the road

was rapidly drawing to eomgletibn, as it

was nearly ready for the track.

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE was glad to
hear hopes held out that the line would
be soon opened.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said the génetal ex-
pectation of the public had not been aat-
isfied but the difficulty arcse from thie lo-
cation of the route with which the Com-
missioners had nothing to do. He found
by the report of the Commissioners that
all the money had bsen paid to contract-
ors 8ix weeks before for work which wis
rot nearly completed.

INDEMNITY, &c.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the fol«
lowing resolution :

That the Clerk be instructed to lay bofore the
Senate, at the commencement of every segsion,
a staterment of the indemnity and mil d to
Senators for the last sessiohi’ and bt riher
orders, to deliver to the Chairman af the Com-
mittee of the House of Commons e ed with
the audit of the Treasury acco!?m .8 copy of any
8-ch statement, whenever he msy deem It né-
cessary to apply for the same.—Carried.

QUARANTINE.

On motion of Hon, Mr, CAMPBELL the
Quardntine Bill was read a third time.
An amendment having been madée by the
Government with the view of preventing
the introduction of disease by peliries,
furs, &o., as suggested by one of thé mem-
bers from Manitoba on a previous occasion.

RAILWAY BILL.

On motion of Hon. Mr. FERRIER, thé
Grand Trunk Railway snd Internatiomal
Bridge Agreement Bill was fead a thid
time.

DOMINION NOTHS;

The House theh Wert mte Committse
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on the Dominion Notes Bill.—Hon. Mr.
W in the Chair,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he had
expressed his opinion on the previous day
When some hon. gentlemen had argued in
favor of a 40 per cent. reserve, that the

inance Minister was not wedded particu-
larly to the 20 per cent. He had said so
use he had believed from the Finance
Minister’s remarks elsewhere that he did
not intend to keep only 20 per cent.
bat that on the contrary he would always
keep a larger sum. On consultation with
the Finanoe Minister, he had come to the
oonclusion that 35 per cent. would be a
fuir sum to have, and accordingly he would
ove to alter the bill to that effect. Of
course, the sum in reserve would always,
the reasons he had given on a previous
day, amount to very little below fifty per
cent. It should be remembered that the
er notes issued by the Banks were
Dever issued ezcept for gold, and the
House was only called upon to legislate
with reference to the small notes ; and as
respects- the limitation of the issue, he did
not think it necessary, for the Government
would only issue the notes through the
banks and could net go beyond the re -
quirements of the country.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON expressed the
gratification he felt at the announcement
of the Postmaster -General.

Hon, Mr. SANBORN said that it had

n quite manifest to those engaged in
business throughout the country that there
vd been a great scarcity of rotes of a
Small denomination. The amendment,
however, now proposed, seemed to him to
Y8 rather in the interest of the banks than
In that of the public ; for he did not see
t there was to be any security, that the
ler notes would be put into circula-

Hon, Mr. TESSIER did not consider
hat the amendment was an improvement,
50 far as the origipal intention of the Bill
Was concerned. The 39,000,000 provided
r originally would have been quite suf
ficient for general business if the notes had
Ben ocirculated, but the banks had kept
hem locked up hecause they wished to
Ve circulation to their own notes of four
ollars and upwards. The object of the
Present Bill was to remedy this state of
things, but he did not believa it 'would be
8ccomplished to the extent anticipated.
the Finance Minister had been allowed
) deposit a certain amount of these notes
With the different banks, for which he was
receive no interest, then the banks
Would find it to their profit to circulate
Wem, On the other hand, if Government
%ok away from the banks the interest

Dominion
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they had in circulating those notes you
defeated the object of the Bill. ®
double liability of the bank, was a better
security than the additional 15 per cent.
imposed by the amendment

Hon. Mr. WARK made some remarks
but he was only imperfectly heard.

Hon. Mr. BENSON said that he had
always been opposed to the principle of
the Bill—the issue of Dominion notes.
He had every confidence in the present
Finance Minister, but we should guard
against the future in legislating for the.
monetary concerns of the country. He
did not think the bill was much improved,
and regretted the issue of notes was not
limited.

Hon. Mr, NOKRTHUP reiterated the
opinion that the measure would be bene-
ficial to public of Nova Scotia, inasmuch
as a large amount of notes would certainly
go into circulation.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that cer-
tainly no one could accuse the present
Finance Minister of a desire of favorin,
Banking institutions. He was sure tha
smaller notes would get into circulation,
and if any ditticulty should arise on ac«
count of the Banks not lending their
assistance —he did not apprehend that—
then the Government would take steps to
remedy it.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON believed that the
Government had acted prudently in
meeting the views of hon. gentlemen and
would be glad were they also to limit the
issue of the notes.

After a few remarks from Hon. Mr.
WILMOT,

The Bill was passed in Committee.
INSOLVENCY LAWS.

The next order of the day, the Bill to
repeal the Insolvency Laws (from the
House of Commons) was then taken up.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that he deem-
ed it advisable to make a few observations
in moving the second reading of a Bill
which had created a good deal of discus-~
sion throughout the country. The Insol.
vency laws, as-they existed in the Domi-
nion of Canada, been in force for
three years; and substantially they were
in operation since 1864 in the united
Province of Canada. It was urged thata
law regulating the affairs between debtor
and creditor was necessary for the
interests of trade and commerce, and
that it should be of a permanent charaoter.
That was, bowever, a subject of debate ;
no laws in Englaud or the United States
relative to bankruptcy had been of a
permanent character, but liable to change.

3

At present the Insolvency lawa of England,
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of the United States, and of France, were
all widely different from one another;
they were based upon different principles
and started from a different stand point.
The proposition was laid down in England
that the object of & bankrupt law is this,
that you should as cheaply and as fairly
- agpracticable divide the property of the
Insolvent among his creditors; but there
was no recognition whatever of any rights
‘onthe part of the debtor, In former
days we had imprisonment for debt in
Canada ; italso' existed in England and
the United States ; but it had long since
been repealed and was now regarded
 as & relic of barbarism. Since the remov-
al of that law from the Statute Book,
a very different view has been taken with
regard to the treatment which should be
meted out to those who are unfortunate
In the United States tbey
laid down these principles—that the in-
tent of a Bankruptcy law is to divide as
fairly and as speedily as possible the
property of an Insolvent among his
creditors, and provide at the same time
for the relief of tiie Insolveut. Our law
went further than either in England or
the United States, 1ts object, above all
others, seemed to be to protect the Insol.
vent. The causes that led to its adoption
was the state of the country at the time,
on account of a panic which had left many
persons embarrassed ; and it be€ame neces-
sary to enact a law to afford reliefto such
individuals, and enable them to start
anew. The law was really intended to
deal with a temporary state of things; it
reliéved the parties in question, and he
was not prepared to say that it was not
advisable to legislate for them'; but it
should be remembered that the law was
-intendéd Yor an exceptional order-of cir-
cumstances and ought not to bear general
application, when those circumstances no
‘longer existed. it had been urfed in the
press and elsewhere that the hostility to
the:law emsanated chiefly from that much
abused class—the legal profession; but
#0:far a3 it was concerned, it was really
divided on the question: - It need not be
"urged that any measure which léd to com-
:plications and disputes, was really an ad-
yantage: to the profession. Now the In-
solveney law was really of a hybrid
character—not caloulated to be permanent,
not to be incorporated into our jurispru-
dence. - [t has been fraught with results
to the whole:.country injurrious in the
-extrewe. - He denied that the principal
-opposition came from the rural districts;
for he found that the gentlemen who
-came from the eities, were-as much divided
dm. opinion :as members of the legal pro-
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fession. He found that the mercantile
community in the cities was divides;;,'for
instance, he had before him a petition
from the largest city of the Dominion,
containing seventy names of wholessle
dealers in favor of the repeal of the law.
He knew from personal intercourse’ with
Montreal merchants that many of them
are decidedly opgoeed to the statutp—
that they have as hearty an aversion to it
as any class of persons in the country. He
was aware that some Boards of Trade had
given an opinion in favor of the continu-
ance of the law, subject to amendment,
but on looking into the matter he saw
that the Dominion Board of hade‘v(f;;e
actually divided on the question. The
majority favored thedaw when ameénded,
while a minority of 13 votéd for its repeal.
He iuaintained that the rural distrjcts
had a right to speak on a question of igu.s
kind, for they were the feeders of our
commerce. The retail business stimilated
our trade, and acted a very imporfant
part in working out thé prosperity of the
country. The retailers were bhi,.'a'n&all
rills runninz in the rivers, whith How
steadidly onward and make up thg' greab
ocean of commerce. He referred to ‘the
evils arising from certain unscrupulous
traders who manage somehow w‘gﬂ;

te
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goods on credit, and ‘come ipto the 'r
distficts to compets with legitir
trade. They would “sell their goods ‘at &
price no honest trader cbuld put theirs
at; and after & few ydars, when jhe
wholesale dealer was ‘becoming impatient
for payment, they would say 5;7"91? you
do not ‘press’ me; Iwill pay you ‘,‘.gut
otherwise [ must gb 'into’” bankraptey.”
'Thie merchant at *last wotld 'be compédiled
to force payment, would enfer judgmeént,
and the whole matter would gét into. the
hands of the official assignees, and 59 pnd
of expense would follow, while the' goods
would be sold at auction, affain fo' ‘ghe;f in-
jury of legitimate traders. The Wholesale
merchant certainly gained no benefit from
such a state of thihgs ; on the’ confrary,
he would get peérhaps 10s. to the pound,
or 5,  but more generally fbtlﬁ_il‘gi ““'The
first object of legislatioh should ¥e't8'pro-
mote the legitimate trade 8f the douniry,
and in that way advance the welfare of so-

“¢ietyat large.

The hon. gentleman Here wehit' 4

refer to the experience of Eng?gh with
respect to Bankrupt Laws, and thé frauds
that arose under the old system. The pre-
sent law, he said, was enacted in'1869; and
did not recognize the principle ‘6f alficial
assignment ; but the creditor could put
the insolvent into bankruptey uﬂdgr oer-
tain citcumstarices. ‘The banktipt oguld
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not get his discharge unless he paid 10s. to
the pound, and that dischurge. need not
necessarily be final ; and in this connec-
tion he cited & number of facts to illus.
trate the working of the present law in
England. Now, he continued, it was ur
god that if we swept. away the regula.
tions now in force in this country we
would throw open the door to fraud, and
disorganize trade, and that it was more ex:
pedient to amend the law; but to that
argument he must reply at once that the
law was not susceptible to amendment.
The experience of the past, here and in
England, went to show that it is an ex-
i difficult thing to deal with the
question, and that it is dubious whether &
g:rmanent bankruptcy law is desirable.
far as the present Act was concerned,
it was justly complained that it was not
. under proper surveillance, that it did not
come within the jurisdiction of the courts
inysuch a way as to be carried out satis-
factorily. The fact wag, as he stated pre-
viously, that it was a hybrid system ; a
large portion of the law was
aocomplished outside of the oourts,
in & very  unsatisfactory way.
One of the most prominent Assignees of
the city of Montreal, was now bound over
to answer to a charge of forgery; his
apology is that he has not done anything
more than the other assignees have been
acoustomed to do, and that he has been
acting in the interests of the public.
Under such circumstances it was easily
seen that there was no security for the
public in the system, inasmuch as it was
not under the supervision of a properly
qualified tribunal but was carried out by
persons of no responsibility. The law was
1ot adapted to the circumstances of Que-
bee ahy more than it appeared to be suited
to the whole Dominion, Inasmuch as it
could not be made to work satisfactori
as a uniform law, it was best to sweep it
off the statute book altogether, Then,
if there seemed to be a mnecessity for it,
‘wé could endeavor to mature & more satis-
factory system for the arrangement of
‘matters between debtors and creditor,
80 that justice should to be done
%0 all parties—a system which would be
in barmony with the general jurisprudence
of the provinces, and in accordance with
the commercial interests of the whole Do-
minjon,

f}

. On motion of Hon. Mr. SANBORN,
seconded by Hon. Mr. LETELLIER D&
T, JUBT, it was

' Ordered,—That farther debate on the
:'M motion ' bepostponed until to-mor-,

10

Insolvency

[May 2], 1872.]

Laess. 98

A message was brought from the House
of Commons with the following Bills :

An Act to amend the Actrespecting the
Statutes of Canada.

An Act to inoo;p&mte the Canadian
Railway Equipmen$ Company.

An Act to fmend the Aot respecting the
Civil Service of Canada.

An Act respecting the Public Debt, and
the raising of Loans authorised by Parlia-
ment.

The House then adjourned.

WEDNESDAY, May 22.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at one
p.m.

BREACH OF PRIVILEGES.

Atter routine,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved that the
Speaker issue his warrant for the arrest of
W. Leunt, the witness, who had refused
to be examined before the Divorce Coms
mittee, snd thereby committed a breach
of the privileges of the House. Car-
ried.

DOMINION NOTES,

On motion of Hon: Mr, CAMPBEL
the Dominion Notes Bill was read a
time and passed.

INSOLVENCY LAWS.

Hon, Mr. WARK read the following
motion, of which he had given notioe on a
previous day: : :

That an humble address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor General,
praying that His Kxcellency will be pleased
to appeinta Commission of competent
persons, whose duty it shall be under the
direction of the Minister of Justice, to in-
quire into the operation of the Insolvent
Act, and recommend suot:e amendme;h t:
may 8| NeCessary ; same
emum s Bill 10 be submitted to
Parlisment at its next Seasion.

The hon. gentleman gave a brief review
of the history of the Insolvency Laws, in
the Province of New Brunswick, He
argued that it was the wisest policy, not
to repeal a law because it did not work
altogether well, but to oonsider how it
might be amended 80 as to promote the
public interests. He found that the
public opinion of the country was divided
on the question, that the repealing Bill
bad only passed by a very narrow ity
in the Commens; and under those circum-
stances it was not wise to re it altoge -
ther. The result would only lead to =
state of things far worse than eould possibly
arise under the law. He did not wish to
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see any creditor in a position to harrass
and crush a debtor who was acting honestly.
When a man failed honestly the law
should step in and distribute his property
among his creditors, and then he should
be allowed to take a fresh start.

Hon. Mr. SANBORN arose to a point of
order. An address was not permussible
with reference to the subject matwer of a
bill that was pending before the House.

Hon. Mr. WARK consented to allow his
motion to stand.

The order of the day, the second read-
ing of the bill to repeal the Insolvency
Laws, was then taken up.

Hon. Mr. SANBOURN went on to say that
the responsibiiity which rested upon the
House was of no little moment, and ought
to be exercised. The House was called
upon to consider a question on which
there had been given during two sesgions
an expression of the sentiments of a ma-
jority of those who represent more di-
rectly the people of the Dominion. In
the provinces of Quebec and Ontario the
law had been in force for eight years, and
the vote which was given elsewhere on the
question may fairly be considered to illus-
trate the feelings of the majority of the
people of those provinces. His hon.
friend who had just resumed his seat had
stated that he had been at the birth and
death of three bankruptcy laws in New
Brunswick ; a very significant fact inas-
much as it showed that in his province, as
elsewhere, such laws are of a temporary
nature and are simply created in the first
instance for the purpose of doing away
with exceptional evils which grow upon
society. he had been surprised to hear
the hon. gentleman, who was generally so
accurate, state that our Insolvemcy Laws
were so perfect that they had been adopt-
ed word by word by the United
States. 1t was hardly probable that
the law could be adopted word for word
inasmuch as there were certain provisions
" in it which could not be very well adapted
to the United States, The Act of 1841
was enforced in the United States, and
that was long prior to the enactment of
our law. He was not prepared to say
what amendments had been made to that
law, but at all events it recognized the

rinciple of voluntary assignment—it was
incorporated into their system of judi-
cature—all the bankruptey proceedings
were conducted in the ordinary courts of
justice under the checks and guarantees
wbhich the courts are calculated to give.
With reference to our law it was nothing
of the kind. In the United States a per-
son could not make a voluntary assign-
ment unless he made it under oath that
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was to say, he made an inventory of his
assets and liabilities under oath. Under
our law any man who was a tradesman—
and it required very little to constitute
that; if he ran a water cart, it would be
sufficient—he had only to go before a
Notary and make an assignment of his
Estate. He had known instances where
that Estate had been so insufficient that
the Bankrupt had been obliged to get a
subscription raised by his friends to enable
hym to meet the fees he had to pay to the
Assignee. With regard to the imperfec~
tions of our law he might say the assign-
ment was made without any other formal-
ity. True the insolvent was called upon
toassist the Assignee in making up the
Inventory. He might be examined by the
creditors as to whether he has made a
fnll assignment, but that was after he was
in bankruptcy. All the proceedings went
on with the Assignee and in many instan-
ces many of them were extremely informal,
and there was no check upon them,
The result of the present state of things
was shown by the Gazette. So numerous
were the applications for a discharge in
bankruptey ; and in almost all cases those
applications were from the Insolvent The
Attorney-General of England said in 1869
that under the old law which was very
much like ours, that it had got to be con-
sidered necessary for the credit of their
families that some persons should go
through bankruptcy once in six years.
But we had got far in advance of that—
many had gone through bankruptcy twice
within six years. All this went to show
that the influences of such a law must be
injurious, What he wished to impress
upon the House was that this law was of
such a nature that it could not be
amended, but we must proceed to the
basis and re-enact anew a law it it should
be necessary. But he believed that in the
present prosperous condition of the coun-
try we had no occasion for such a law.
With respect to the discrimination to be
exercised in giving credit, those who sold
had the matter pretty muoch in their own
hands, A geat fault now lay with those
who forced too many goods upon the
market, and he regretted that the system
of trading between the large centres and
the country had so0 entirely changed withe
in a few years. Formerly the country
traders sought out the goods they wanted,
but now they were waited upen by a class
of persons known as ‘ commerocial travel-
lers” who forced goods on them. Let
those who carry on business conduct it on
sound commercial principles—then we
would be safer than we are now. Every
man should meet his obligations, and if
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hlsere was any ‘other principls preferable
4o that he would like to know #t. If those
who were in trade would take pains to
find ‘out whether it was fraud or misfor
tﬂz:e ba:r h;eakleunemad ledthto
ptoy of a man, they
would seon establish in the community a
sentiment which would give risa to a
whelesome trade in the ocountty, and
prevent nine out of ten cases ofInsolvency
-that at: present exist. Now a man enter-
ed into business as if there was no great
‘responsibility conneated with it~—no more
4han railway oontractors appeared to feel.
If thére were evils that might arise in
eonnection with preferential assignments,
et there be a law enacted that would re-
amove them.: When the question before
the House came up in the other branch,
last- sesgion, there was a majority of 31
-from Ontario and Quebee in favor of re-
peal. This session, on the final vote on
this ‘question, the present Bill was sup-~
potted by the large majority of 36 from
Antario and Quebec. It was true the
Maritime representatives were, for the
most part, opposed to the Bill, but never-
stholess it had passed suoccessfully. He
-read from:s newspaper an advertisement
of - a -trader who announced that he had
-oommenced business again, ¢ having uns
dergone repairs, legally and morally,”’—
showing:how callous e became under
the existing " system ot -bankraptoy—ocon.
‘sidering it rather & matter for smusement.
‘He-dlso read the oonclusion 'of the memo-
wial-of:Montreal merchants, who declare
that the law is ¢ injurious to the interests
of the country generally,” that it ¢‘isso
oomplicated by amendmyents from time to
time that further amendment hereafter
will only tend to further embarrassment,”’
audd that it wes better 1o enact a new law
%m0 that settlements may be arrived at
Wwithout the intervention of Official As-
Signee or third party.”” There was, he
%ontinued, another petition trom Mon-
treal; purporting to be signed by 180; but
he kad vecsived two letters from two gen-
temen who bad signed it, deolaring’ that
bad not understood its natare.” One
o€ $hem statwd that he had been induced
$a:sign it by the Uficial Assignee by the
statomemt that it was int favor of the amend-
b of :¢he law. - He alto read another
letber $0 show the evils that atise from the
Sxisting law. . In: conclusion, he upotOﬁimd
tothe House for having trespassed so long
®n.its stontion, but-he had been opposed
tosthe: law in 1869, and now that be had
icmeuparienoeol' its o) xi-atiom he felt
36 Was y justifi n his opposis
Han, - fgopposui i ‘beamuss He believed
it was sanctioning and perpetusting a

Insolvency

[May 22, 1872

102

system of commereial immorality through-
out the country, and that the only re.
medy now was to repeal it altogether.
Then the Government could take the
matter into consideration between this
and next session, and come down with a
measure which would meet the difficulties
of the case and be as permanent as any
such law ought to be.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL said that he rose
with a feeling of much embarrassment to
address the House for the first time,
especially as he felt compelled to assume
a position entirely antagonistic to a gen-
tléman for whose legal acumen sand
argumentative power he felt the highest
respect. He need not tell the House that
there was a time in the history of the
world—not a very ramote time ; when a
condition of impoverishment was one of
obloquy—when imprisonment for debt was
in vogue and the word ¢ bankrupt'’ was
synonymous with the words rascal and
rogue—or to quote the more expressive
language of his hon. friend—with ¢ com-
mercial immorality.” It mustbe remem-
bered that there was formerly oconsider~
able difference between the proper appli. .
cations of the terms ¢ bankruptcy” -and
¢ insolvency.” Insolvency ocovered s
wider range—bankruptey only extended ™
to merchants and traders; but now they
might be considered synonymous. His
hon. friend had quoted from Lord Eldon a
statement to show the former experience
of things in England, and alse referred to
the experience of the United States. With
respect to the latter country he found
that first they borrowed the bankruptoy
law of England and put it into operation
for a limited term of five years ; but the
law was not continued but’ suffered to go
by default. In 1841 the United Btates, in
their wisdom, found it necessary to re-
enact s new bankruptoy law and that sr-
vived a few yesdrs. ‘I,.n 1867, the United
Btates still felt compelled to pass a general
bankruptey law for the United States. So
it happened that the experience of the
great Anglo-Saxon family been in the
direction of enacting laws for the re .
tion of bankruptoy ; and in face of facts
like those it was idle for his hon. friend to
say, and endeavour to fortify himself b
quotations from Lord Eldon to try ani

that there was no necessity for suchk
enactments. When England herself, the
standard bearer in every progressive
movement, had enforced a 'ba.n;h'upatﬁy
law,—when the United States found it ad-
visable to do the same, the hon, gentle-
mau would erase all laws from the Cana-
disn Statute Book and in that way go con-

Laws.

trary to the experience of the wisest com-
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mercial nations of the world. He (Dr. C.)
belisved that the principal opponents of
the law were members of the legal fratern-:
ity, of which his hon. friend was so dis-
tinguished an ornament. He did not think,
however, that the agricultural interests of
which he was as strong an advocate as any
one in the House, approved of the
measure that was nowunder consideration.
His hon. triend, when referring to the
votes on the question elsewhere, had kept
carefully out of sight the fact that thers
had been only a majority of three alto-
gether on the division—in fact, it was a’
mere snap vote. He did not wish to go
back to the condition of things that ex-
isted before we had a bankruptcy law in
this country—when people who were
disposéd to act honestly and fairly, had
been actually driven across the border
on ‘account of the harshness of
their oreditors, He did not wish
to ses any system in operation, calculated
to harass and oppress any upright man
who had been simpl{ unfortunate in busr-
ness. It was said that rogues rushed in
and took advantage of the present law,
but would things be any better, accord-
ing to his own showing, if it were swept
off the statute book altogether. Those
who are engaged in business would have
the same interest as ever An disposing of
their goods, and would be as easily de-
ceived as now by unscrupulous traders.
He felt sure that the House would pay no
heed to the sophistry and appeals of his
hon. friend, and would give & vote in favor
of the necessity of having at all times an
equitable means of enabling men to carry
on legitimate business, and to restore
themselves when they have honestly
failed. ;

Hon. Mr. SMITH said that he must en-
dorse a very large portion of the remarks
that had fallen trom the hon, mover of
the bill with respect to the injurious ef-
feots of the present law. He was in favor
of a hankruptoy law it we can obtain one
that'"Will not encourage rascality among
the cotnmercial community, The law, as
it now stood, had certajnly that tendency.
There was a time when on account of the
failure of the crops and over importation
it was'ndoessary for a number of unfortu-
nate men tb d’get a bankruptoly law; but
that titie had passed. The law was in-
tended for an exceptional order of cir
cumstancss which no longer existed, and"
any whd should'happen to get into ditfi.
calties would be enabled to obtain relief
even if the meéasure is repealed. We
were now living in a very prosperous
state, we had a large amount of money at
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our disposal, and he believed that with

Laws. 104

the assistance of Providence the Domin-
jon had a long and prosperous career. be-
fore it. When we had on .the statute
book a law which enabled men to take ad«
vantage of their position, and become
dishonest, he felt it his duty. to
vote for its repeal.  He showed how a
dishonest man could come into a village.
and enter into competition with the mer~
chant who had been there for many. years,
carrying on a safe and legitimate business,
but who would soon find himself unable to
compete with one who started with bor-
rowed capital which he would soon refund,
and cared nothing for consequences. That
trader would eventually get into. difticul.
ties, offer his areditors 20. cents on the
dollar ; and if that was refused at{ the
outset, he would threaten them with an
assignment, when probably they would
receive nothing. Of course, the creditors
would have to-yield, and a few.days- later
he would came out with a flaming adver
tissment headed ¢ Bankrupt Stock for
Sale at 50 per cent. below first cost.” The .
natural consequence would be that the.
honest trader would find himself. unders
sold, and probably in the end irretriev..
ably embarrassed by circurastances arising
from an iniquitous law. The speculators who.
went into business for the purpose:of. re-
maining only a few months were the class
of persons really protected by. . the
law. It was understood throughout On-
tario that the bankruptoy law will die out
next year, and he was quite positive that
there would be an imme number of
unscrupulous dealers in the' interval, who
would go infd bankruptoy ; and he intend-
od keeping a list of such persons with the
view of showing the House next session—
in case 1t waa not now repealed—the effects
of a_measure which encouraged rash, dis.
honest speculation. For these and.. athier.
reasons he would suppart the Bill now
before the House. e
Hon, Mr. WILMOT did not helieve that
any man should be oppressed. whean. he.
was unfortunate in business, and that
would in his opinjon. be the effagt .of. ».
system which did not, give him an .oppor-
tunity of dividing his property equitably.
and getting clear of his liabilities. and
commencing anew. Hishon. friends had
referred to the prosperous conditiom of
the country, but suppose s monetary
crisis should occur in London on , sccount.

“of a drain of gold to pay the Franch. debt,

money would go up everywhare..and: we
would find ourselves very much embar,
ragsed in this country.. He had. known
the price of lumpber and ships go.dowa to
rainously low raiés in_consequence. of .8
panic. spddenly. arising 1w . the..Reitwh
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oney market, and the people of New
Brunswick were suddenly large losers at
the véry moment they thought they were
In &' prosperous condition. 1ln legislating
for the country, Parliament should guard
against contingencies and not be carried
away " by expeetations that might prove
delusive. 1f Great Britain had found it
Decegsary to keep a bankruptey law on
her statute book—if the United States had
thought it advisable to do the same, the
Dominion of Canada certainly sheuld have
Some means by which the mercantile com-
munity ¢an meke arrangements for the
Settlement of bankrupt affairs. The Board
of Trade of St. John had come to Parlia-
ent with a petition asking that the law
be not repealed, and he believed it would
be prejudicial to the publi¢ interest to
take the steps they were now asked to
Pursue,

Hon. Mr. SMITH againurged the repeal
of the law, and said that the Official Assig-
neés were a class of persons very expensive
to keop up. He would trust a bankrupt
Btogk i1 the hands of the Sheriff and a
lawyer, rather than to the Assignees.

Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE was anxious
to do justioe to the honest trader, but he
Wasriot convinced by any arguments yet
' Used by the advocates of the Bill that it
Would' have such a tendency. He believed
that viewed in all its aspects it was better
%o let the law remain on the statute book
than repeal it altogether, and allow our
business affairs to become embarrassed in
Oonsequence of the want of legal regula.
tions, - The law had been only in opera-
t10n for three years, and he did not wish
to swe it strangled before the time of its
legal ‘expiration—a year hence. It ap-
Pearéd to him that the country has
already one of the best safeguards of
%ommércial morality, though he was aware
Marny persons did not approve of it; he
Teferred to that sgstem by which the
Standing ‘0f every business man in the
SOmmunity “ocould be ascertained 1 a
Mondent. -He did not believe the law was

Y any'mésns perfect, but it was better to
let it'remaii for & few monthe longer

&0 bBisk to a state of uncertainty and
Complidations, and for those reasons he
Would move that the Bill be read that day
thres months, -

Hon: My TESSIKK followed and spoke
With sfinich 'Bm{hasis in French against the
option of the Bill which had been
[oved by his hon. friend from the Wel-
Ington ‘Division, and which he believed
Would‘tend to injurious results. He com

tefl’ the arguments of the mover, and
%noluded {hé’ arguments of the mover,
"nd comuluded By seconding the motion
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of the hon. member who had just sat
down,
The debate was then adjourned.

BILLS FROM THE COMMONS,

A message was brought from the House
of Commons by their clerk, with Bills
intituled- An Act to make provision for
the continuation and extension of the
Geological survey of Canada, and the
Geological Survey.

An Act to idemnify the members of
the Executive Government and others,
for the unavoidable expenditure of Public
money, without = Parliamentary grant,
occasioned by the sending of an expedl-
tionary force to Manitoba, in 1871,

An Act to incorporate the St. Lawrenee
Bank.

An Act to incorporate the Thunder Bay
Silver Mines Telegraph Company.

An Act to incorporate the Mail Printing
and Publishing Company (limited.)

An Act relating to the Treaty of Wash.
ington, 1871.

An Act to amend the Act relating to
Banks and Banking.

An Act to amend the Chapters six and
seven of the Statutes of 1871, relating to
‘SBavings Banks,

THE TREATY.

The Bill relating to the Treaty of Wash-
ington wae made the order of the day, for
Tuesday next.

The House then adjourned.

I'aurspay, May 23, 1872.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 8
p.m. S

THE INSOLVENCY LAWS,

The House then resumed the adjourned
Debate on the Hon. Mr. MACFARLANE'S
amendment, to the Hon. Mr. SANBORN"S
motion; for the second reading of Insol«
venoy Laws repeal Bill, viz: to leave out
t“now” and insert ¢‘this day three
months.”

Hot. Mr. CAMPBELL read a telegram
from Montreal stating that a deputation
was on its way on behalf of the Board of
Trade of that city, to ask the Senate to.
reject the Bill for the repeal of the Insol« .
vency Laws; and adding that the Toronto
Board of Trade concurred in the opinion

Laws.

that it was advisable to continue the pre- .

sent law until amended. L
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST, JUSI re- .
plied atsome length to the arguments
used by Hon, Mr. Tessier against the Bill .
for repealing the liw. He aokqowlﬁed
that there were difficulties in dealing
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with the best oourse to pursue, but he
was nevertheless of the belief that the
sentiment of the great majority of the
people was in favor of striking off the
statute book a law which worked so un.
equally and so injuriously to the commer-
intertets of the Dominion. He alluded to
the tendency it had to encourage commer-
cial immorality among the community,
and to benefit the debtor at the expense
of his creditors —a principle not encour-
agedn any bankrupt system anywhere,
He wished to see a check imposed on
dishonest bankruptey, instead of allowing
it to be actually fostered by an imperfect
law. The country was now in a very pros«

rous state and could dispense with a

w which only stimulated a large class of
reckless speculators and dishonest traders.
He did not deny that there was a oertain
condition of things when a bankruptcy law
might be necessary; for instance when &
monetary crisis arose and persons tound
themselves suddenly embarrassed and
unable to go on with their business; but
there was no appearance now of such a con-
tingency, and he thought it was the wisest

licy to repeal the law, and take steps to

orm a new one hereafter in case it should

be deemed necessary to do 8o in the pub.
lic interests.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that he had
noticed that the debate had evolved some
curious features.  Not one gentleman
who had spoken in opposition to the Bili
had ventured to say one word in favour of
the Insolvency Law which the House was
asked to repeal. All were in favour of a
bankrupt law of some sort, but no one
attempted to defend the provisions of the
one now in operation. In the facetious
speech of his hon. friend from British
Columbia, who had rather tried to amuse
than convince the House, he had stated
that the Bill was promoted and supported
by lawyers. He (Mr. Dickey) believed
that members of that profession were
as fully entitled to hold and express their
opinions on the question as the members
of any other learned profession.. When
hon. members discussed a question in the
House they did not do so as lawyers sim.

y, though they would naturally give the

nefit of their legal and constitutional
lore, It could be said with truth at the
present moment thatall the great interests
of the country were represented in the
Senate — Banking, Commeroe, Agriculture ;
and after the humorous speech of his hon.
friend opposite, he must add Medicine.
He might be excused for saying that the
Senate was a body, as the debate bad fully
shown, as fully ocapable of discussing a
measure like the one under consideration
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as any other deliberative assembly in any

part of the world. 1t had struck himag 8

curious anomaly, that whilst the Maritime

Provinces had complained that the law

had been forced upon them by Ontarie
and Quebec, those two great provinces
were now asking for its repeal, whilst
New Brunswick and Nova Scotis
supported it. He remembered the time
when the law was considered one of the
acts of tyranny which his untortunate Pro-

vince was obliged to bear as one of the
consequences of union. Now, how was he
to account for the change of opinion in
Oatario and Quebec within three short
years. He considered he was warranted
in referring to the proceedings in 1869,
when every amendment was rejested by
large majorities, and deducing the oconolu-
sion that the popular objections tothe
measure must have arisen from its imper<
fections. (Hear, hear.) It must be ad-
mitted that great difficulty had always
been found in dealing with the question.
It was only necessary to refer to the his-
tory of legislation on the subject to see
that there is an inherent difficulty connect-
ed with legislation on the question. The
very number of bills that had been enaet-
ed, amended and repealed since its first
legislation in England was a proof of the
perplexity and embarrassment that met
all those who had endeavoured to frame s
satisfactory law. The regulations that had
been made only served to evade the diffi-
culties instead of grappling with them
boldly and plainly. His hon. friend oppo-
site (Hon. Mr. Wilmot) had said with
reference to the old law of New Brunswiok
that so unjust were its provisions that he
knew a case of an old man who had rew
mained in jail at St. John for the whole of
bis life. He was bound to say that there

Laws.

must be some mistake about that matter ;
the person in question could not have
given an honest statement of his affairs.
He contended that under the law of New
Brunswick, of which he had some pro-
fessional experience, it was not in the
power of any man to keep a debtor in jail
when he gave an honest account of his
property. They had also an Insolvemt
law in Nova Scotis under which a man
who had been guilty of traud or dishonesty,
might be remanded for a term not exceed-
ingone year ; and at the expiration of
that period he was entitled to his
discharge. They had atill the law of im-
prisonment for debt, but it was a
qualified law, The debtor could not be
arrested under first process, until it had
been shown to the satisfaction of a Judge

.or Commissioner that he was about to.

leave the country for the purpose of evad«
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ng his liabilities. He could well under-
Stand that in the large commercial centres
like Halifax and St. John, there might be
icular reasons why the merchants and
kers nright desire to retain the law;
but he was speaking gemerally of the
fountry districts, and was bound to say
thatits working bas not been satisfactory so
i a8 it had come within his own knowledge
Gither 1n the mode of its administration or
the effect of its operation. He knew a case
of .a railway contractor who owed a large
Sum to & great many persons—debts
Virying from ome hundred dollars up-
wards—and by some mysterious process,
Some one, not one ot the creditors in
%gution, put him into the Bankruptey
oourt in Cumberland County ; and the re-
sult was an attachment whieh swept away
thie whole of his property and those debts
Temain unpaid up to the present time.
He might be told that a meeting of the
oreditors could be called, but had they
fong so they would in all probability have
met by an overwhelmning number of
elaimants; hundrede of miles distant, who
‘would out-vote them. Practically it was in
the power of any person and his friends to
-prevent those poor men from taking any
steps to-obtain payment for their honest
OMims. Be was very much afraid that
‘sach « law could never carry eut the real
object which it was intended to accom-
Plish—an equal division among all the
creditors. 1t had passed into a proverb
n'the United States that a man can never
8et riclr until he has failed several times—
such was the effect of the present law in
Practiee. It had been said that one
of the guiding principles of a
bankruptcy law should be to enable
an ynfortunate debtor to get relieved.
Ho believed the present law could only
‘to rash speculation, to aspecies of
gambling. The debtor was enabled to
%y 40 his creditor ‘“#leads I win, tailsyou
lose,’ beocause if he succeeded he pocket-
8d:the gains ; if he lost he went scot free.
It did no¢ accomplish the object of & pro-
Per division of the property; it served
Tsthar to enable the debtor to getrelieved
9fhis debts in the easiest way possible
With very little reference to the interests
of the creditor, - The bill before the House
?Nposed to repeal the existing laws, but
' went still further, it prevented the re-
Yival of those laws which were heretofore
W force in the different provinces, If it
Were 40 - pass 16 would leave Nova Sootia
Without any Insolvency Law at all as re.
8%tds-traders, Whilst there was imprison-
Went for debt in that provinoe, it would
be in the of an exacting creditor to
Put & man into jail and keep him there
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should the law pass in its present form.
Therefore he was not willing to sea the bill
pass without amendment ; he would con-
sent to its second reading, and then he
would propose In committee eisher that
Nova Scotia should be exempt, or that the
laws repealed by the Bankrdft Law of
1869 shall be revived. Although the law
would expire in the course of fifteen
months, yet it was best to repeal it 4t a
time when probably more people than
ever before would histen to avail theme
selves of its provisions. When it died a
natural death it would certainly be ¢ un-
wept, unhonored and unsung.”

Hon. Mr. McCLELAN said that he had
no very strong opinions on the subject oné
way or the other. He found, however,
that petitions had been sent from Mone
treal, Toronto, Quebec, St. John and Hali-
fax —the great commercial centres of the
Dominion—against any interference with
the law now on the statute book. "The
hon. member for Cumberland had
stated that he was net accustomed to
practise in the Bankruptey Court, and
certainly had he greater experience of the
working of the law he would hsrdly have
said so much against it. He (Mr. MeL.)
hiad some oxi)erienee of the statute, and,
indeed, had lost a considerable sum of
money by a person who had availed hime
self of its provisions, but still he 'had-felt
it was an honourable discharge and he
ought not to oppose it; for he was of the
opinion that any man who pursued his
business in a proper way, and failed
through misfortune, ought not to be kept
Under the control of creditors who may
very exacting and harsh, if not rapacious.
under all the circumstancgs he helieved a
g;nkrnpwy law was necessary to & coun-

y engaged in commerce. The only dif-
ficulty had been to frame such a law as
will meet the interests and necessities ot
the country. With respect o New Bruns-

wick, he mentioned that ‘the
laws formerly agsed  there  had
been enacted for the most part

to meet cases of great individual hardship,
and they were hardly intenGed t0 have a
general application, One objection taken
to the Insolvency Act was'the large ex-
pense it entailed—that the charges were
g0 really 80 excessive that the pro

was largely depreciated before the credi-
tors got anything, and that, on the whole,
the Assignees were the parties chiefly
benefitted; but that had not been his
experience. It appeared to him that the
costs attending a bankruptcy case area fair
subject for exantination by the judge who
gives the final discharge ; and if they were
excessive there was & mode ‘of reducing
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them to a proper limit. Any result,
however, was better than the accumula~
tion of law suits that would probably arise
were weo to go back to the old state of
things. He felt he would be hardly doing
his duty were he to give his vote in favor
of repealing the law, at the present time.
Ag respects the remark made by the hon.
member for the Wellington Division,
with regard to perferential assignments,

he must say that it appeared strange to
him that a stipulation bearing on that
subject had not been iacorporated into our
law; and if the hon. gentleman would set
to work to prepare something which
would guard the oreditors from his difflcul-
ty, he would find a large suppors. In
fact, that hon. member would probably
find himself, before he was done, re en-
acting an Insolvency Law or something
which wounld have the eftect of conferring
those benefits on the Commercial commn

nity, which there was little doubt the
present enactment failed to confer.

Hon Mr. NORTHUP said that he
thought it his duty as the only represen-
tative of the city of Halifax in the Senate,
to make a few observations with reference
to the measure under consideration. He
must confess at the outset that they had
received the measure in Nova Sootia
under protest, One of the strongest
arguments now in ite favor was the fact
that all the leading merchants, who made
up the Chamber of Commerce of Halifax,
had unanimously asked that the Act
shoull not be repealed. As respects the
rural districts of the province he bad not
heard any valid objections to its continu-
ance on the statute book. He was ready
to admit that 1t might be amended in
several essential particulars—for instance,
that no person should be allowed :to put
himself into insolvency. The old
law of Nova Scotia was in many
respects a harsh one—a person doing
business could buy £500 of property, and
a few days afterwards could hand it over
to some friend, and the rest of the credi-
tors could not getacent. Hedid not wish
to go back to the old condition of things
which was injurious to the best interests
of the whole commercial community.
Those who were engaged in large business
had toa great extent the power of pre.
venting rash speculation f; exercising
more discrimination with respect to those
who wish to buy from them. In his opi-
nion it would not be wise to wait until a
crisis was anticipated, to pass a Bank-
ruptoy Law; it would only tend to hasten
the very crisis which 1t was intended to
meet. He was quite willing to benefit the
honest debtor, and give him every oppor«

Insolvency

[SENATE)]

Laws. 112

tunity of restoring his fortunes. He had
known not a few cases of men who had
failed and afterwards became benefactors
of their country. Holding these opinions
he mu.t vote against the Bill which h.d
been brought so ably to the consideration
of the Senate by the hon. gentleman op-
posite He did not believe in breaking
down the law before we had something
better to put in its place.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACK said that he had
no hesitation whatever in saying that the
present Insolvency Act did not tend to
the benetit of the creditor as it ought to be
the case. Its whole object was to give
relief to [nsolvents and to facilitate their
release from their obligations. From his
own knowledge as a professional man he
considered the law has a tendency to de-
moralize honest traders and work to the
advantage of those who are dishonest.
He considered it changed the proper re-
lations that should exist between debtor
and creditor, giving the former a very de-
cided advantage over the latter. Numerous
tfaw suits had arisen, he could say trom
experience, from the results of a measure
which was so imperfect in its details
The eftect of the law was to draw men into
bankruptcy and create recklessness in the
way of conduoting business—in fact de-
moralize the whole communinity. The
Gazette was now full of notices of kssign~
mens, and not one of them at the in-
stance of the creditor, for when a man fail-
ed the creditor knew it was no use for
him to move in the matter.. If there was
any part of the Dominion more prosperous
than another it was the Province of Nova
Scotia, and he hoped this law would be
repealed and not allowed to continue on
the statute book to the injury of the com-
mercial interests and the commercial im~
morality of the country. He believed
it the present Bill was allowed to pass, the
result would be to bring aboat the intro-
duction of another law which would
remedy existing evils and promote the
commercial progress of the Dominion.

Hon. Mr. REESOR said that one reason
of the difficulty ot legislating on the
question was the fact that there was little
experience as t0 the proper mode of deals
ing with it at the time the present law
was enacted. When the law was
passed, it occupied the attention of
the best legal minds, and subsequently the
same legal talent was required to amend
it. The fact appeared to be that while
the law was very good in theory, it had
failed in practice. ‘L'he general expres-
sion from all parts of the oountry, in his
opinion, was in favor of repealing the
law. He believed that it wasa very diffi-
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cult matter to deal with bankrupt laws.
In his opinion, the best course was to

rovide as simple machinery as possible
by which the division of the property
should be made. The present law had
Geen proved on experience to be inade-
quate to meet the aifficulties, and now the
evils were just as great as they were be-
fore its enactment. Uuder those circum-
gtances he was of the opinjon that if the
House repealed the presentlaw, the coun-
try will be prepared to sustain 'some mea-
sure which will be more just and equitable
in its operation and condnce to the ad-
vantage of the business community.

Hon. Mr. HOLMES hoped that the
House would after so lengthy a debate
cotme to some conclusion on the subject.
In his opinion, it was better to leave the
Imatter alone, inasmuch as the law diéd so
soon.

"~ The House then divided on Mr. Mac-

“farlane’s amendment which was carried.
Coatents 35 ; non-contents 24.

‘The Public Lands Bill was then read a
third time and sent to6 the Commons. A
number of bills were also read a second
time. )

The House then adjourned until Monday

gvening.

Moxoay, May 27.
The SPEAKER took the chair at eight
o’clock. ’
INTERCOLONIAL R.R.

: Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE 8T. JUST
asked the Government whether the Inter-
‘oolonial Railway between River du Loup
and the River Metis, will be opened be-
fore September next, if not, when?

Hon. Mr.. MITCHELL replied that it|

would not be openied during that month,
but

time,
BAY VERTE CANAL.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY asked whether the
Government intend during the present
yenr 'to- take the necessary’ preliminary
steps for inviting tenders for the early
construction of & canal 10 unite the waters
of the Bay of Fundy with the Gulf of St.
'Ltswrence ?

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied tbat the
Government mtended asking tenders for
the construction of the work as soon ns
they received necessary authority from
Parliament. ' .

BILLS,

_“Bills vespecting Banks and Banking,
‘Savings Banks, St. Lawretice ‘Batk and

11
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Mutual Life Association, were read a
second time. :

Bills respecting Civil Service, Public
Debt, [ademnity in connection with the
Fenian invasion of Manitoba, and Geologi-
cal Survey, were passed in Committee and
read a third time.

Bill to naturalize A. P. Dodge was also
read a third time and passed. ’

A large number of Bills were. received
from the Commons, and ordered for a
second reading to-morrow.

The House then adjourned.

Tugspay, May 28, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the chair at thiee
p-m.

CLASSIFICATION OF MASTERS AND
MATES.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER asked whether any
and what arrangements have been made
by the Government, for opening schools
of instruction in relation to the classifica-
tion of Masters and Mates, the numuer
of candidates which have been examined
and passed, stating how many have passed
a8 - Masters and bow many as Mates, and
the place where these examinations were
held? Also, the number of light- houses
and fog ‘whistles, established by the De-
partment of Marine and Fisheries?: in
making the enquiry, the hon. gentleman
took occasion to refer to the efticiency with
which the Hon. Minister of Marine con-
ducted the affaivs of his department,

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL thanked the hon.
gentleman for the expressioas of approval
‘which he had given to the managerient of
the Department, and went on to suy that
it was a great satisfaction to knowthat the
commercial community of Canada appre-
‘ciated the efforts of the Governmeént to
give every facility for the prosecution of
trade and commerce. With respeéct to
the information asked for, he statéd that
thére were schools now in operhition at
Quebec and St. John, and ome would be
immediately opened at Halitax—the gen-
tfemen in c| e would receive $300. The
number of candidates examined and passed
was 109, since 1st of July last. Eighty-
nine had passed as mastérs and twenty as
mates.  He explained that there were
two classes - one of competency and the
other of service; any person who was a
‘master or mate prior to the passage of
the Act coule get a simple certificate of
competency, but these certiticates did not
give the sume rights which the certificates
of the other class gave them. These cer
tificates were recognized in the same way
as the highest class of British cettificates.
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Since 1867 the number of light houses
constructed or under contract was 82 ; of
fog whistles 10.

Treaty of

PILOTS.

On motion of Hon. Mr. FERRIER, the
House agreed that an humble address be
presented to His Excellency the Governor
General, praying that His Excellency will
bd pleased to cause to be laid before the
House, a copy of any correspondence
which has taken place between the De~

tment of Marine and Fisheries and the

perial Board of Trade, in London, re~
lative to the relaxation of the Rules and
Regulations relating to the granting ot
Mnsters certificates of competency to
Pilots of the Lower St. Lawrence.

THE TREATY OF WASHINGTON.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said—The bill
which is now submitted for the considera-
tion ot the House is for the purpose of
enacting those laws in Canada which are
necersary to give effect to those portions
of the Treaty of Washington that affect
the Dominion. The provisions of the bill
are of a very simple character. They pro
vide for the suspension of all acts which

revent the inhabitants of the United

tates from taking fish on the coasts of
the Provinces of Quebec, New Brunswick,
and Nova Sootia ; for the free importatior
of fish oil and fish of all kinds except fish
of the inland lands into Canada ; for the
transmission of goods, wares and merchan-
dize from one part of Canada to another,
whilein transit to the United States,
under such rules as the Governor in Coun-
cil may prescribe ; also, for the admission
of United States vessels into the advan-
es of the C.nadian coasting trade pro«
vided the articles to be carried pass overa
certain portion of the United States by
land. The whole bill is, by the last clause,
to come into force only after the Procla-
mation of His Excellency the Governor
General o that effect. It is impossible to
approach the discussion of the Washington
Treaty without being alive to the conscious-
néss that everyihing which relates to it
has been discussed at great length and
with great abihity, almostif not quite in
the hearing of every gentleman present.
Undoubtedly by reason of these discus-
sions, very much interest has been taken
from this subject ; but nevertheless it is
my duty on behalf of the Government in
submitting the bill to the consideration of
this branch of the Legislature to give an
outline of the ocircumstances - which
bave led "o the ‘lreaty and
the legzislation which is sought to be

i
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passed by this House. Hon. gentlemen
are all aware that on the termination of
Reciprocity it became the policy and duty
of the Government to go back to the ex-
clusive 1ights of fishery which Canadians
enjoyed within three miles of their ooast.
It was at the time doubtful whether it
was advisable to do that absolutely or
whether in order o avoid disputes we
should limit the absolute use of our un-
doubted rights with respect to those fish

eries. The counsels which tended in the
direction of giving the Americans admis-
sion to0 our waters under some restrictions
prevailed, partly on the advice of the Im-
perial Government and partly through
the sense which the Canadian Govern~
ment felt of the responsibility involved
in seeking to press extreme rights. In
consequence of these considerations the
system of licensing was adopted for two or
three years. That system had these two
merits, it involved a complete acknows
ledgment of the right of Canada to the
three miles’ limit ; and secondly, it pre-
vented the danger of oollision between
the fishermen of the two countries. Dus
ring the first two years the American fish-
ermen took out licenses very generally.
The license fee was small, and the Ameri-
cans did not attempt to any large extent
to evade it. Subsequently we found that
the licenses were not asked for and that
the American tishermen did come within
the three miles’ limit of our shores, Con-
siderable feeling was excited among our
people by this disregard of our undoubted
rights, and it became the duty of the
Government to consider what was best to
be done. It was desirable that, if possible,
we should arrive at some satis-
factory decision between ourselves and
the United States with respect to the
limit of exclusive fishing rights. It was
believed that were the whole question
submitted to an arbitration, apd a8 deci-
sion arrived at on the subject, there would
be no difliculty in enforcing by means of
our own police schooners, and vessels of
the Imperial Government these enact-
ments so far as they were applicable to
the fishing rights of Canada within the
three miles limits. We approached she

British Government with the view of
obtaining that end.. We thought our.
object might be attained by referring the
question to a commission mutually named
by the two countries. The. British Gov -
ernment were at that time ready to make
representions to the United States on the

subject and premised to do so. - Before
those representations were made other
ditliculties which existed between the. two
countries presentéd themselves to the

Washington.
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Imperial Government, and demanded also
consideration at their hands. These new
difficulties were those which grew out of
the Alabama claims, and had become of
Imperial-interest, and it so happened after
the Canadian Government made their re-
Quest for the settlement of these fishing
Pights, a proposition was made for the
arrangement of these and other matters
between the two countries. Up to this
$ime the Government ot Canada had de-
sired simply the settlement of the rights
for exclusive fishing. We had also made
Strong  representations as to the losses
Which had been inflicted upon this coun.

try by the Fenian invasions. 'Those
representations had also met with
attention at the hands of Her
Majesty’s Government, and ‘it was

understood that representations
would be made to the American Govern.
nent upon that poins. That subject acs
cordingly passed at that time I have men-
tioned into the consideration of the Jm-
Perial authorities,and was included among
the matters which they proposed submit-
ting to the Government at Washington.
During the negotiations at Washington an
effort was made to separate those que--
fions which more immediately aftected
Canada from those of Imperial interest,
but that was found impossible ; and then
the general result followed of the adop:
tion by the Commiesioners of the [reaty,
to whioch this bill gives effect so far as it
¢oncerns Canada. It will be seen from the
whole course of the proceedings, the Gov-
@mment of Canada haa distinct objects in
View which they attempted to have rettled
Without reference to other disputes. They
3tbempted to obtain these objects by
ving a separate decision in the first in-
Btance on the limits of exclusive fishing
aad on the Fenian claims, and secondly
on those questions whilst the Joint High
Commission was sitting at Washington,
Jy dealing separately with ‘those which
lmmediately saffected Canada. [ do not
Understand from anything that bms trans.
Pired elsewhere, or from the newspapers
that up to this stage of the matter any
¥erse criticism had arisen with refer.
Shee to the conduct of the Govern.

,'tht. After the results of the
reaty became known very
Serions objections were taken to the

urse pursued by the Government. These
bjections were ot & three-fold character.

In the first Pplace, objections were taken as |

'a.the inconsistency of the Government
Asdeveloped in the minutes of Council
torg were sent to England with respeoct:

8he Treaty. Another objection was taken
With reference to the direct responsi-

[May 28, 1872]

118

bility of the gentleman who was a member
of the Commission and also a member of
this Government. The objection was urged
that his responsibility was to the people of
this country, and that under these cir-
cumstances he was not justified in signing
the Treaty. The third class of objections
was as to the merits of the Treaty. With
respect to the objection—regarding the
responsibility of Sir John Maodonald—I
think that has lost all its interest and
need not be discussed inasmuch as tha
Government of which he is the head has
asked both branches of the Legislature to
adopt the Treaty which he signed. At
present there is no use in diseussing what
is a merely theoretical question. As res.
pects the charge of inconsistency against
the Government, because in the first
place we objected to the Treaty in such
strong termse, and suggested afterwards
the mode by which it migh: ‘!;: made :norg
acceptable to the people of this country,
thmllx) that can be gasily refuted. That ob.
jection is susceptible of easy explanation
when one bears in mind the change which
took place in the feelings of the country
from one period to another. When the
Treaty wa+ originally signed there was a
considerable feeling excited against it,
arsing out of several causes. In the first
place there was a feeling that the right of
common of fishing had been given away
over our heads—that the Parliament of
Canada had not been asked beforeband
whether they would or would not give up
their fishing rights within the three miles
limits. The Government, g‘epreseni::s
the confidence of this Parliament
country, had not been.czon_sult‘.edf and con-
sequently there was considerable feeling
on the subject in every section. Again,
the people of Canada felt that they had
been ubjustly treated with respect to the
Fenian claims. Everybody knows that
each of the Fenian invusions had been
rendered abortive not by the exertion of
the United Btates but by the patriotic
efforts of the people of this ocountry,
(Cheers.) If England appeared to give
more credit to the United States than was
their due, it arose in a great measure from
the fact that the telegraph wires sre
the possession of the Americans, and the
news of the invasion and movement of the
United States Government to arrest the
Fenians reached England simultaneously
and created the impression that their
interference was really more prompt than
it was, Under those circumstances know-.
ing the great losses which had been
inflicted upon the country, we were anxious
that the Feman claims should have been
dealt with at Washington and indeed we

Washington.
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had -the promise of the lmperial Govern-
ment that they would be oconsidered.
When we found that the letters which had
ssed between Lord Kimberley and Sir
ward Thornton were not sufhciently
comprehensive to include these claims, the
people of Canada were exceedingly dissatis-
fied. They were dissatisfied also because
they believed the consideration which was
iven for the fisheries was inadequate.
ey had besn desirous of obtaining Re-
ciprocity, but that was not given in its en-
tirety by the Treaty; and I think when
the first Minutes of Council were writtea
they represented the feelings of the peo-
ple very correctly. Time passed on and
opportunity was given for that sober sec-
ond thought which often leads to the
safest conclusions on questions. In the
first place, we supposed that those en-
gaged in the fishing trade were against
the Treaty, but we found in the course of
time that the Maritime Provinces were de-
cidedly in favor of the measure ; and that
has now been conclusively proved by the
vote given in the other branch by the re-
Presentatives of those provinces. When
we found that the feeling of dissatistaction
was disappearing, that those most affected
by the Treaty were ready to accept it, a
new view of the case was submitted to
the Government, and justification attorded
for the language used in the second of
these despatches to which reference has
been made with the view of showing the
inconsistency of the Government. 'There
remained, however, the Fenian claims and
wo submitted a proposition with respect to
those claims which we hoped would en-
able us to satisfy Parliament. It hasbeen
said by some English newspapers that the
British Government should either have en-
forced those claims or refrained from giv-
ing use any consideration for them. I am
not prepared to say thatI concur in that
view. It is, of course, the boldand mag
nanimous view; but at the same time
there is a great deal of consideration due

ta  those  great topics which
affect the  peace  of nations.
¥ it was believed that these

Fenian claims could not be enforced with-
out endangering the peace of the two
countries, it was a wise although 1t may
not bave been a bold thing, not to have
pressed them. I do notthink the people
of this country are open to any accusa-
jons or imputations because they accept
this guarantee. We had a fair claim for
compensation for the damage we suffered
from the Fenian invasion. We had dis.
charged our obligations towards the
United States—we were living quiet,
peacéable lives—showing no disposition
i
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whatever to be aggressive, when frem time
to time these Fenian raids took place and
the country was put to a large loss of life
and property. When Great Britain, for
Imperial reasons, refused to press the
c'aims of Canada, there was no reason
either in morals or good sense why the
people of the country should not ask the
Imperial Government to give such com-
pensation as would satisfy us in some
measure for the losses we had sustained.
In the next place, as to the merits of the
Treaty, I apprehend when we look at the
vote elsewhere, we h:ve a strong indica-
tion as to the feelings of the country at
large. The merits of the measure were
there discussed at lengzth, but I think this
is remarkable that th.se members of Par-
liament who come from the Maritime Pro-
vinces and who are best able to form
opinions upon that part of the Treaty which
affects the Fisheries, are for the most
part—particularly those representing fish~
ing counties—favorable to it. Amongst
others I was particularly struck with vhe
speech of one of the members for Halifax,
who spoke with a great knowledge of the
subject—engaged as he has been for
many years 1 the fisheries—knowing
all the circumstance. o che trade before
1854 down to the present time; and his
arguments were particularly strong in
favour of the adoption of the Treaty. I
may say here at once that there is no
giving away of Sovereign rights—we have
admitted the United Statesto a common
fishery for a certain period and eertamn
conditions, but when that period expires
we can if we wish have our rights restored.
Under the old Reciprocity Treaty, and the
licensing system the American fishermen
were givihg away our Sovcreign rights. It
must be borne in mind that there is in
the Treaty an acknowledgment of the right
of fishing within the three miles limit to be
exclusively our own. And this right will
reveri to us exclusively at the expiration
of the period of twelve years allotted for
the duration of the Treaty. A good deal
has been said with respect to the naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence. By the comity
of nations the St. Lawrence is open to the
world as far as Montreal, and the United
States in consequence of owning the con:-
try alongside of us have the right of navi-
gating the great lakes as far as St. Regis.
What has been done under the Treaty is
to give them the right of navigating the
river between St. Reg:s and Montreal ;
they cannot well use it unless they pass
through our canals, and we do wish to see
their ships pass through the St. Lawrence
and our and the wealth and pros-
perity of Canada in that way enhanced,
t
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In giving up our fisheries we ac-
quire from the United States advan-
tages of very considerable moment.
In the first place they do not pretend thag
the fishing rights which they give us are
equal in value to those which we give to
them. An arbitration accordingly is ar-
ranged by which the difference between
the respective conces:ions may be ascer-
tained and paid to this country. I have
no doubt in my own mind that that the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries will be
able to make out a very strong case with
respect to the value of these fisheries,
Then theie is the bonding system which
18 of great value to both countries, and if
it had not been continued by the Treaty,
Canada would have been seriously incon-
venienced. Irrespective of these advan-
tages the feelings of the people of this
country changed very much on account of
the knowledge that great importance was
attached by the Parliament and people of
England to a solution of the difticulties
between Great Britain and the United
States. We felt that the people of Kng.
land were actuated in a great measure by
the consideration that no part of Her
Majesty’s Empire had adeeper interest in
the peaceable adjustment of the diffical-
ties than Canada herself. We knew that
the people of Englaud were mking some
sacrifices of national pride which English-
men feel as much as any other people
when they agreed to accept the Creaty for
the sake of peace, and above all for the
sake of this part of the Empire, (applause.)
Then, there grew up in this country a de-
sire that we should reciprocate the senti-
ments displayed by Great Britain and
make any reasonable sacrifice in order to
carry out a Treaty which was matured in
the interests of the whole Empire.
Bince these transactions took place we
have had remarkable evidence of the im-
Portance attached to the preservation of
the Treaty both by Great Britajn and the
United States. The history ot the indi-
rect or consequential claims is pretty well
known to us all, and we hive witnessed
the earnest desire of the people and of
the statesmen of both countries that the
Ul-considered advancement of these
claims should not be allowed to break up
the Treaty. We have seen tl:e anxiety
of the Government of England whilst re-
fusing absolutely to admit that these
olaims could be considered by the Geneva
tribunal to arrive at some arrangement by
Which they could be withdrawn without
offence to the sensitiveness of the people
of the United States. We haye seen also
the forbearance which the Opposition
In England has shewn during the whole
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course of the negotiations which we beliave
are now drawing to a satisfactory close-
All parties have acted calmly and patient-
ly, and there has been a sacrifice of some
national pride on both sides. It has un-
doubtedly been very difficult tor the Unit-
ed States to recede from the position
which the case sudmitted on their behalf
had taken up with reference to the conse-
quential damages, and 80 on the part of
both these nations, sacrifices have been
made with the sole object of giving this
Treaty effect, and as to the- course that
Great Britain has taken, 1 think it beyond
doubt, that it has been very mnch actuat-
ed by regard to the position which she
occupies on this continent. [ am quite
sure that this House fully understands the
magnitude of the interests involved n the
satisfactory adjustment of all differences
between the United States and England
and I hope honorable gentlemen will
unanimously agree to pass this bill, the
second reading of which 1 now beg leave
to move.

Hon. Mr. LE'ELLIER DE ST. JUST.—
I must say at the outset that I feel rather
embarrassed in rising to address the
House on & question which has already
been so fully discussed, but I believe we
should not allow the present occasion to
pass without expressing our opinion ona
subject of so much importance. 1 regrét
that I cannot accept as correct the views
expressed by the Hon. Postmaster Gene-
ral. I certainly join in the expression to
which he gave utteiance of the necessity
of securing by the best mode in our power
a lasting and honorable peace between
the two great nations who might have
been embroiled in war by the Alabama
difti;ulty, I am not, however, prepared
to admit that war would arise were the
fishery portions of the Treaty to be
omitted 1f there were such danger no
Canadian would hesitate to give his assent
to this part of the lreaty. my opinion,
this portion of the Treaty does not inter-
fere with the peaceable solution of the
difficulties on other questions between the
two great powers who are parties to the
measure. The real question at issue wag
not one of our own —1it arose sutirely out
of the polioy adopted in England at the
time of the American civil war. 1he
people of the United States felt deeply
aggrieved at the depredations caused by
the Alabama and other cruisers. They
were first laughed down when they'made a
demand for redress, but subsequently the
Johnson Treaty was agreed upon. At that
time the question of the fisheries was not
taken into consideration. When the
Johuson Treaty was passed, and we re-

Washington,
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member it was afterwards rejected by the

Trealy of

United States they thought they
could settle it without going
to the Domwion  and  saying
-—You shall have a share in this

Treaty, you shall grant us your rights over
the navigation of the St. Lawrence. Sub-
sequently 2 demand was made by our
Government for the protection of our
Fisheries, and indemnity for the loszes we
sustained from the Feniin raids. When
the Postmaster General went on that mis-
sion he must have felt that he was not
treated as a Minister of the Crown ought
to have been. The replies of Lord Kim-
berly were certainly given with a harsh.
ness that this country did not deserve.
However we had to submit, and then
ensued the proposition to the Washington
(fovernment to renew the negotiations
which had been breken off' between the
two Governments foc the settlement of
the Alabama difliculty. The Minister of
Justice was appointed one of the Commis-~
sioners, and [ admit that the moment he
accepted the position he separated him-
self from his colleagues and becume an
Imperial officer; but at the same time I

cannot believe he could divest himself

entirely of his position in Canada, or of the
1eeling that his Gover.ment would be to
a certain extent responsible for his posi-
tion. Now it is urged that the Treaty is
2 good one. It seems to me that it is a
great deal like the other treaties passed
between Gireat Britain and the United
States ; we have always had the worst of it.
If we go back a good many years we see a
large portion of our Western Territory
was taken from the Colontes for the sake of
peace. Later-we tind, in 1842, that a Com-
mission was appointed to settle the ques-
tion of the boundary of New Brunswick,
and Quebec; and here again &
very valuable section of our territory
was handed over to the United States.
'That Treity was characterized in the Par-
liament of England as a sort of capitula-
tion, because the United States obtained
what did not belong to them, It was, be-
sides, the mistake of British diplomacy
that led to the difficulties connected with
the Island of San Juan, and which have to
be settled by an arbitration. [ do not con-
tend that we should not be placed in a
position to assist England in her eftorts to
ensure peace with the United States, but
I do say that when we are paying the full
amount of her debt we should be treated
in a different way. We ought not to see
the Fenian claims disposed of in the way
that was done on the Commission ; for the
moment they came before it, the reply was
that they could not be considered --they
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were not named in the stipulations and
must therefore be set aside as of no value
whatever. Might it not then be said

with truth that our rights had been sa-
crificed and the Treaty was a capitula-
tion? In compensation we are to have
a guarantee for £2.500,000, but that
really amounts to nothing but the en-
dorsation of a vote which would never be
protested on the market, whilst we con-
; tinue to enjoy our present prosperity.
| rhen our territorial rights, the fisheries
and the navigation of the St. Lawa
rence, have been ceded to the United
States without adequate compensation.
All that we are to receive for all we give
up is the free entrance of fish and fish oil
into the American market. The Hon.
Postmaster General acknowledges that
there wis a clamor against the Treaty,
but now itis all drowned by the votes
of the other Ifouse. I do not pretend to
say that the result of the vote is not to
4 certain extent the expression of opinion
of the country, but [ do say this, if the
(Government examine this vote, they
will find that certsin sectional interesis
have been predominant., Ior instance,
you will see a number of persons who are
trying t> get a free market for the only
products of their country ; and it is not
strange that they should go for the treaty;
but they must remember that they do so
at the expense of the other portions of the
Dominion. It is true that the majority is
large, but it is formed chiefly by those
members who are most anxious to obtain
access to tue markets of the United States.,
We know that an effort was made for a
larger award ; it was proposed by the Am-
erican Commissioners, that fish, fish oil,
coal, lumber, and salt should be admitted,
but the result was that the British Com-
missioners said that they could not accept
those terms until they conferred with
themrr Government, and so valuable time
was lost, for when at a later period they
came to consider the question, they found

the Americin Commissioners would not
agree to the original proposition. The
Americans then found the British Com-
missioners ready to accept any conditions
that might be imposed upon them. The
result was, that instead of obtiining free
admission for the articles I have mention-
ed, they had to be satistied with a market
for a single commodity. When we cons
sider the famous national policy of gentle-
men opposite —that it alone was to give us
Reciprocity, it is difficult to understand
their present position. If we had allowed
things to remain as they were, and not
mixed up our questions with matters of
deep Imperial import, we would be in a
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decidedly better position now; for [ re.
peat my opinions that war would not
have ensued from the Fishery question.
If any disposition hid been shown by the
United States to precipitate war on this
country in case we rejected this part of
the Treuty, I would believe there is a ne-
cessity for our accepting the measure ;
but nothing of the kind has been mani-
fested. We do not see inall the corres.
pondence on this subject between Great
Britain and the United States that the
position of Canada has been jadverted to

Treaty of
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in the least degree. There must be an

instinct of patriotism in the breast of

every Canadian which must make us feel l
that our rights have been sacrificed. 1do
not say it is at present desirable, but I be-
lieve there must come a time when we
must stand by ourselves. If we look at

the press of the mother country we see |

that there is a feeling that we are asource
of difficulty to the mother country, in fact
a source of weakness. Might not the
time then come when the Empire will en-
deavor to get rid of the weakness ? If we
are such a source of difticulty I do not see
why we should not take steps which woula
prevent the Empire from suffering loss.
I do not say it is desirable to become in-
dependent, but it is in the tuture ; for we
cannot remin as we are but we must be-
come a nation in the course of
time. The days of our youth have
passed, and when we consider the vast
extent of our territory, the growth of our
population, the pros; ects of Immigration
in the future, the incalculable value of our
resources, we must see that the time must
come sooner or later when we shall be
called upon to assume a higher position
among the communities of the world. 1
do not say the time for this has vet arriv-
ed, but we can see evidence pointing in
this direction. Suppose now, to recurn to
the Treaty, we wished to enter into lirger
commercial relations with the United
States, whut would we have to offer them
agan inducement ? We would not have the
Fisheries, for they would be granted in
Such a way that even when it comes to an
end we will have little or nothing to say
a8 to its renewal. This is our last chance
of dealing with the question ; henceforth
it will be in the hands of Great Britain.
It it is not her interest to renew the
Treaty we will be deprived of the advan-
tages we formerly possessed ; and then
. difficulties and discontent must arise and
Perhaps bring about the very result to
Which I have been referring. Tt has been
8aid that a certain portion of the Domin-
lon must derive a great benefit from the
Passage of the 'I'realy, but we know the
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indignation with which the news of its pro-
visions was received at Fredericton, and
the unanimous vote which was passed de-
claratory of the Opinion that the measure

was o artering away of Coloniut rights for
the sake of certain Imperial interests with-
out Canada receiving a sufficient cqquival-
ent. As respects Nova >cotia | admut that
there 18 a certain class in favor of the
Treaty beciuse it gives them a free
market for their fish; but the interests
of the other Provinces are ignored
As ume passes and the country more
clezrly sees the value of the rights that
have been sacrficed, Parlinment itself
will be foiced to declare that the Treaty is
no benefit to the Dominion. I do not
intend to ask the liouse to divide on the
question, but 1 am nevertheless compelled
by a sense of public duty to express my
disapproval of a measure which hands
over our most valuable territorial
rights at the dictation of a foreign power
because England wishes to settle her
Alabama difticulties. In connection with
this question let me give a short citation
from a book, which has a bearing on
treaties like,the one now under considera-
tion. ¢ In 1773 by the Treaty of Recog-.
nition of the United States, Great Britain
did abandon the State of Illinois and other
valuable territories which had been ceded
by France to Great Brit in in 1763. 1n
1818 the fisheries on the unsettled shores
of Newfoundland and ILabrador were
abandoned gratuitously as well as our
rights to a boundary line the Mississippi

In 1842 by the Ashburton Treaty, which
was styled by the public men in England,

a capitulation Great Britain gave up
the Maine territory then a possession of
New Brunswick and of Lower Canada ; in
1846, by the Uregon Treaty the Columbin
river and the Oregon territory were sur-
rendered to the States, and in 1872 we
surrender the Island of San Juan, the
Fisheries, the Navigation of the St. Law.
rence, and endanger the exclusive rights
to our canals, and all that for the sake of
peace. Are not all these treaties leading
to the total sacritice of the Canadian
Territory, p:ece by piece, and are they
not tending to diminish and cripple our
natnral resources and creating a feeling
of uneasiness, inspiring ideas of the neces~
sity of a chinge in the relations of the
Dominion with the Mother Country.”
With respect to the navigation of the St.
Lawrence it is urged that the river is not
navigable, and the Americans must make
use of our canals, I believe the Treaty in
spirit gives the Americans the right to use
the canals just as they can use the river.
I have little doubt that if they think it
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necessary they will contend that they have
such a right and find means of making
Great Britain acknowledge that to be the
case. We know from the sud experience
of the past that whenever the United
States wish to obtain any concessions
from England, they are invariably suc-
cessful ; and it would be just the same
thing hereafter should they come forward

and put an interpretation on the
Treaty that will give them the
use of the canals on their own terms.
When the Americans asked  for

a portion of New Brunswick, their demand
was resisted in the first instance, a good
deal of correspondence ensued, and a
Commission was finally appointed with the
result of giving the United States all that
they demanded. If there is one person
in this House who should object to this
measure, it is the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, who has said tbat our fisheries
are of 50 much commercial 1mportance
that we ought not to give them up except
for sufficient commercial concessions.
Gentlemen need not ~ay that we have the
canals, and the Americans cannot maike
use of them except with our consent. If
a question should arise in connection with
them, I repeat Great Britain will deciare
rather than get embroiled that they are
within the interpretation of that part of
the Treaty, giving the Americans the right
to navigate the St. Lawrence. In con-
clusion, I must express my regret that
the rights of Cavada have been so0
egregiously sacrificed for the sake of Im-
perial interests. I regret it because I
cannot see that war could be apprehended
on account of our deciding to reserve our
right to the fisheries and the St. Lawrence,
until we obtained the concessions to which
we are fairly entitlea. The questfon of
the fisheries ought to have been arranged
on its own merits—not mixed up with a
matter of such vital import to the
Empire, as the Alabama difficulty. I do
not wish to be considered disloyal to Bri-
tish connection, when I object to the
Treaty, for I am only actuated by the
the desire to express my opinion as a

Canadian, anxious to promote the inter-’

ests of Canada and preserve the honour of
England. I have spoken frankly and un-
reservedly on the subject, and I trust in a
manner consistent with true philosophy
and historical facts.

Hon. Mr. WARK—I think the hon,
member mistakes the feeling of this
House altogether when he thinks that he
does nrtat all times receive the earnest
attention of hon. members when he ad-
dresses them ; for all of us must admit
that he invariably expresses himself in a
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clear, moderate, and intelligent manner.
There are perhaps few subjects which have
been brought under the notice of the p o-
ple of this country, that have led to a
greater diversity of opinirn than the ques-
tion which we are now called upon to dis-
cuss, The hon. Postmaster General has
remarked that a great change has taken
placein the opinions of many persons
since this question came to te discussed.
My teelings on the subject have not under-
gone any change. Perhaps 1 have
viewed the ‘I'reaty more favorably than
others from the circumstance that I have
always held very strong views of the im-
portance of preserving the connection be-
tween the mother country and this Do-
minion. Iread the Treaty very carefully
and for the reason just stated came to the
conclusion that it was a measure which

Ought to be accepted by the people of

this country. I have not failed to see
that one defect in the Treaty has been
that the question of the right of the Amer-
icans to fish in our bays, and within our
headlands, had not been settled at the
same time with other questions, for we
must all sce the inconvenience of having
this matter left open, to be thrown back
upon us at some future time. It is also
matter for regret that whilst the parties
to the Treaty took so much pains to define
everything in connection with ships, they
did not define the duties of Government
to prevent such scenes as we have wit-
nessed during the last few years in the
United States. I believe there is no
country in the world which affords so safe
a refuge to political offenders as Eng-
land. We remember a few years
ago when the Emperor Napoleon made
certain representations, a great English
statesman—Lord Palmerston—gave way
to him, but the clamor that was raise

against infringing on the right of asylum
was 80 great that he was forced to resign:
But at the same time these poltical
refugees must keep within the laws of the
country. 1t was well known, however:
that these Fenians organized in public
appointed generals, raised money, pur”
chased arms and supplies under the very
eyes of the United States Governments
and still not a step was taken to arrest
their illegal course wuntil Canada ha

sutfered heavy losses. I hold that such #
state of things was most unfriendly t0
this country, and it ought to have been
considered with the other questions dis-
posed of by the High Commissioners We
all know the advantages we enjoy as #
dependency of Great Britain—in the tim®
of peace our ships are to be found in every
part of the world, and in case of difficulty
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they have British Consuls, and accredited

representatives to consult. On every sea, :

they find a British cruiser to protect them
in the time of war. We must remember

that in time of war we have always been:
defended, and we have the pledge of the

protection of the whole Empire in case of
danger hereafter. If we enjoy advantages
like these we should certainly be prepared
to make some sacrifices for the benefit of
the Empire; but I do not believe that the
sacritices which we are called upon to
make are as great as some persons ésti=
mate them. I am not prepared, howeyer,
to admit that the right of sending fish
into the American market when we have
all the markets of the world open to us,
is going to be of such great benefit to
the fishing interest. The benefit of such
an arrangement can only be seen after a
time. If we find that the price of tish
keeps as high in the United States market
as heretofore then our fishermen will be
benefitted to the extent of duty exacted,
and it will be a great advantage to us to
send our fish there. On the other hand,
if we find that fish 1s regulated as to price
in Halifax and St. John, by the markets of
the world, and that the fish caught by the
United States comes down to the same
value, then it will be the consumers in the
United States and not our fishermen who
will receive the benefit. I hope the
Minister of Marine will keep this pointin
view when he goes to submit the claims
of Canada for additional compensation. I
am a free trader, and believe it is gene-
rally the consumer who pays the duty. I
have carefully considered the position of
this country in connection with the Reci-
procity Treaty, and hold strong views on
the subject. 'I'he great interest of Ontario
is agriculture, and the people of the Pro-
vince considered it a great advantage to
%et their products into the United States
ree of duty. Itis mosy important, how-
ever, to obtain a market in a country that
does not produce itself—there is a great
advantage n an interchange of different
commodities. I fail to see the benefit of
sending our agricultural commodities into
a country that produces more than it con-
sumes. The United States have been
always the exporters of flour: where then
is the advantage of sending Canadian flour
into the United States. It might be they
would not export the same article they
got from us, but then the Americans con

sumed less of their own products and ex-
ported more to foreign markets. The
profits of our agricultural interest accord-
ingly went into the United States, the com~
modities of Canada were carried through
American canals and over American rail-
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ways, and distributed to foreign markets
by Ameérican ships. So the United States
actually derived all the benefit from this
trade under the Reciprocity Treaty. I
believe the repeal ofP the Treaty has
injured the Americans more than it
has Canada, and that we have been learn-
ing the benefits of self-reliance. I do not

‘think that it will be for our advantage to

have a Reciprocity Treaty immediitely—
we have still a good deal to learn in the
way of making ourselves independent of
the United States in the matter of ocom
merce. Many other points connected with
the question suggest themsélves to my
mind, but like other gentlemen, I feel
that it has already been sufficiently dis.
cussed in Parliament and in the Press;
but this I may say with respeot to the
position of Sir John Macdonald that when
a man accepts an appointment to negotiate
aTresty e ceases to be responsible to
anyone exoept the power that appoints
him. ,'Che whole responsibility rests on
the Ministry of Great Britain, and the
Commussioner had simply to actin aceord-
anoe with its instructions and certainly

cannot be held responsible to anybody

else. I think on the whole we owe it to
the coantry under whose protection we
Lave enjoyed so many advantages to make
some sacrifices -in case she thinks proper
to ask them at our hands.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY said: It is impossi-
ble to approach the cousideration of the
Treaty, which this bill purposes te ratify,
without being impressed with the gravity
of the subject. This Treaty has dur-
ing the past twelvemonths been the suba
ject of anxious and thoughtful delibera.
tion by the leading statesmen of the two
foremost uations of the world, by the press
everywhere, and by the friends of .peace
in every, civilized land. It i8 not meoces~
sary to enter upon alengthened disoussion
of the comparative merits of the provi.
sions of the Treaty, and yet it is due to
the Senate that so important a meacure
should not be accep or rejected with.
out disoussion. ‘In this sentiment I entire
ly conour with my Hon. friend on m
left (Hon. Mr. Leteilier), but 1 differ
from him in the reasons he gives for op-
posing that Treaty. He complains that
Janadian interests have been bartered away
for Alabama claims, Why if my Hon. friend
had read the printed correspondence,
he must have known that the proposal of
the British Minister was only to refer the
Fishery question and other questions afs
fecting Canada, and thatit was the Ameri.
can Secretary of State who proposed that
the Alnbama oclaims should be included
in the reference. Besides, had the Alaba.
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ma question resulted in war, who
would have been the chief sufferers?
Would not the pe0¥1e of Canada? (Hear,
hear.) That the Treaty was fair to Eng-
land or to this country, I am not prepared
to assert, but two important consider-
ations must not be overlooked, 1st. No
Treaty agreed to by the American Pleni-
potentiaries could go into effect until
ratified by a two-third vote of the United
dtates Senate. 2nd- The English Com

missoners were hampered by instructions,
and it was a foregone conclusion scarcely
concealed in Washington that they were
to return with a Treaty of some sort. En-
glishmen are proverbially frank and out-
spoken, and it i8 not surprizing that their
more astute opponents: should have pro-
fitted by it.  Apropos to this, it has
struck me as a curious fact, that while
Mr. Fish’'s proposal of reference is in
terms most comyprehensive, ‘‘ALL the ques-
tions which now unfortunately stand in the
way of an entire and abiding friendship
between the two nations,” his Govern-
ment should have objected that it did not
cover the Fenian claims, while the pro-
vision for settling the losses by
means of the Alabama and other
vessels has since been claimed as
including consequential damages, not
referred to in the Treaty. (Hear, hear.)
Talleyrard’s celebrated saying  that,
¢ language was invented to conceal men’s
thoughts,” is no longer a governing rule
in European diplomacy. The negotiations
resulting in the Treaty of Vienna, dragged
through several years, while the Conference
at Washington produced the important
Treaty under consideration in a few weeks.
On this occasion that frankness to which
I have adverted was carried almost to the
verge of indiscretion. Many things were
taken for granted, and a loophole was left
for the indirect claims which have since
excited so much bitter feeling. It is very
much to be regretted that this was left to
understanding, and that the matter was
not placed beyond cavil by the introdue-
tion of a few plan words. Happily we at
last see the silver lining of the cloud that
for the past three months threatemed to
overshadow the two countries. It would
indeed bave been a sad spectacle for men
and angels had this first attempt to settle
International disputes by international
arbitrament proved abortive. In the in-
terest of peaceand civilization we must all
rejoice at the prospect of its being carried
toa suceeasfulp issue, and thus ensuring
lasting harmony and good will between the
two great powers of Europe and America,
(hear, hear.) Reverting to the Washing.
ton Conference, 1 have reason to believe
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that but for the tact, ability and firmness
of Sir John A. Macdonald,even less regard
might have been had to the interests of
Canada (bear, hear.) In corroboration of
this, it is only necessary to refer to the
minute of the Privy Council, 28th July
last, in which the Ministry have well and
ably reflected the prevailing sentiment of
Canada, and have set forth in the strongest
light the objections to the measure. In
this report strong ground is taken, and
very properly too, on the subject of the
claims for losses by Fenian
raids, I need  hardly remind
the House that on every occasion when
this matter has come up I have denounced
the conduct of the United States Govern-
ment as unworthy of a friendly nation
and contended that there is no principle
on which the Alabama claims could be
contended for that would not apply with
tenfold force toour claim for indemnifica-
tion on accounc of these Fenian raids. My
hon. friend from New Brunswick (Hon.
Mr. Wark) seemed to muke it a subject of
complaint against the Treaty that i1t laid
down no rule to prevent such raids in
future. Had he referred to the 6th article,
he would have found that the second rule
does provide for the future by stating
that a ¢ Neutral Government is beund
not to permit or suffer either belligerent
to make use of its ports or waters as the
base of naval operations against theother,
or tor the purpose of the renewal or auga«
mentation of military supplies or arms or
the recruitment of men.” And the third
rule makes this obligatory as to “all
persons within its jurisdiction,” So that
this is an additional feature of the Treaty
which should ccamend it to all Canadians.
Had this been in force in 1866 or 1870 the
incursions fromthe other side of the
border could not have taken place, and in
future all such raids are simply 1mpossible
while the two countries remain at peace,
hear, hear.) As a recognition of our
claim for these Fenian losses we have
received the Imperial guarantee for twelve
million of dollars in aid of our contem-
plated canals and railways; the money
advantage of this to usis great and

palpable, but I attach even more
importance to it as a pledge and
token of lasting connexion with

the mother country (hear, hear). My
hon. friend (Hon. Mr. Letellier) talks my-
steriously of the future of this country, as
if public opinion in England pointed to an
early separatisn. I do not propose to go
into that question at large to-day but I
wish to say that I have no sympathy with
those views, and I believe this House has
hone [hear, hear]. There may be dociri-
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‘Aaires or people of the Manchester school,
or what my hon. friend calls philosophers,
who talk vaguely of fhese speculative
changes, but there is nothing in the utter-
ance of any English statesman or any head
of a party to' justify the inferences of the
hon. member. On this point the great
heart of England is sound, and there
need be no fears of even the suggestion of
a separation while we desire, as 1 believe
we always will, to remain attached to the
old flag [hear, hear). In considering this
question it must never be forgotten that
the very essence of a treaty is compro
mise. In no other way could a treaty be
negotiated. It is a balance of equivalents
hear, hear]. Although not then in pub-
ic life I well recollect the storm of indig-
nation in Nova Scotia in 1854 when the
Reciprocity Treaty came up before the As-
sembly for ratification. Two of our ablest
men of opposing parties, Messrs. Howe and
Johnston, denounced it as unfair to Nova
Scotia, just as the Hon, Mr. Letellier and
others denounce the Washington Treaty
to-day as unfair to Canada. These gentle-
men have lived to see their prophecies fal-
sified by the event, and I have no doubt
my hon. friend a year or two hence will
equally acknowledge his mistake. At
the same time I am far from
regarding the abrogation of the Recipro-
city Treaty as an unmitigated evil. Ithas
put us on our mettle, driven us to seek
new markets and taught our people the
great national virtue of self-reliance. But
does the Washington Treaty bring with it
no advantages ? The persons most inter-
ested in Nova Scotia are of opinion that
the free admission of fish into the Ameri.
can markets is a great boon, while the
privilege to land and carry on trade must
redound largely to the advantage ot the
People along the coast. The man who
aunches out from the rocky shores of
Nova Scotia to earn alivelihood for himself
- and his family from the bosom of the deep
knows full well that he has an ample
market in the United States where here-
after as of old under the Reciprocity
Treaty, he is eure of a remunerative price.
My hon. triend (Hon. Mr- Wark) seems to
think that our market would be swamped
by fish of American catch, but I can con.
sole him by telling him that our fishermen
twelve years' experience under the
iprocity Treaty, and they are not
afraid of the competition. The hon. mem-
ber (Hon, Mr. Letellier) has deemed it not
Unbecoming to sneer at Nova Scotia, as if
fish was the only article she had to export.
T trust my hon. friend will come down to
the sea-side and we will show hum thit we
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export coal and gold and lumber and agrie
cuﬁ(\)xral produce to the United States in
the face of large duties and could we ob-
tain Reciprocity the export of these
articles would be largely increased. (Hear,
hear.) Thesecuring of the bonding system
by treaty through the United States cannot
fail to be of advantage. Cut off as we are
from a winter port on the Atlantic and
with no land conveyance throughout the
year except by ordinary roads or through
a foreign country to the great interior of
the Dominion. Then the coasting trade
on the lakes must throw a vast amount of
carrying trade into the hands of Ontario,
It has always been the policy to attract as
much as possible of the traffic of the Great
West of the grain producing country on
the borders of the Great Lakes to ita
natural outlet by the artery of the St.
Lawronce snd its artificial adjuncts of navi-
gation. Nay, I hope ere many years to
see the grains of the noble grame country
and our own far west beyond Lake Superi-
or brought down this same avenue to the
seab Canada has a desp interest in
securing this carrying trade, and the
opening of our canals to the Americans is
really in our own interest. I have only
glanced at the many obvious advantages
of this treaty. Isany oneprepared to take
the responsibility of rejecting 1t? I trust
and believe not. Hon. gentlemen I sup-
port this treaty, not as the best to which
we were entitled, but as the best we could
get. 1support it as bringing a lengthen-
ed peace with our nearest neighbors, and
because peace means prosperity to the
land we all love. The distinguished
nobleman about to leave our shores may
well look back with satisfaction to the
rapid strides that Canada has made under
his administration. Seldom has it fallen to
the lot of a representative of the Sovereign
to witness such gratifying results in four
short years. Other Governor Generals
have had the proud boast of adding con-
quered provinces in the East, but ours is
a still prouder boast of a peaceful acquisi-
tion in the West of territories equal in size
to the half of Europe, and rich in agricul.
tural and mineral resources, our revenue
has increased, the volume of our trade
has noarly doubled, and content and plen-
teousness reign throughout the land,
With peace assured on our borders, and
our people free to develop the great
material interests of the country, who shall
set limits to its progress during the next
decade. Let us then, if possible pass this
Bill to-night without division in deference
to the expressed wish of the Mother
Country, and we shall present ourselves

Washingion.
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before England and the world a loyal,
happy and strong, because united people.
(Cheers).

Hon Mr. REESUR—On a question of so
much importance I think it on(liy fair that
an expression of opinion should be given
by the members of this House, The posi-
tion taken by the former speakers In this
debate appears to me to be one assumed
by a large number of members in both
branches of the Legislature, and is evi-
dently influenced 1n a grest measute by a
desire to yield to the express wishes of
the Home Government. 1 can fully sym.
pathize with those who express that wish;
but at.the same. time we must all feel that
this Dominion has certain rights and
privileges which require consideration,
and ought not to be overlooked, notwith.
standing our attachment to the Par-
ent State. The responsibility of the Do-
minion Government in the settlement of
this question, I believe, goes further than
some hon. gentlemen would seém to
think. They appear to throw the whole
responsibility upon the British Gbvern-
ment; but reading over the correspons
dence on this guestion we find that Cana-
da was represented upon the Commission.
As the First Minister of the Crown was ap
pointed on the Commission, we have res-
son to say that the Government of Canada
had a certain responsibility’ in the action
and decision of that Commiission. I[u all
the despatches relating to  the appoint-
ment of the Commission we find it ex-
pressly stated that *Canada will be re
presented.” And this was carried out by
the appointment of the Premier of Cana-
Qa, Sir John A, ondld. Now as re-
speots the course pursued by the Cans-
dian representative upon the on,
1 know that it has the approval ofa larﬁ
majority in one branch, and will probab
obtain the sympathy of this House as well.
The responsibility is therefore in a great
mensure shifted off his shoulders to
those of the people of this country.
I quite councur with the remarks
that have been made by previous speakers
as to the injustice that has been don_e to
Canada in ignoring the Fenian olaims.
Earl Graaville in the first of his letters of
instructions to the High Commissioners
intimates that among the subjetts to be
discussed will be ‘‘the olaims of the
people of Canada on acoount of the Fenian
raids.” Itis to be regretted that not only
have our claims in this particalar been
overlnoked, but that we hilve no.sufficient
guarantee in- the ‘I'reaty itself against like
ocourrences in the future. One ocannot
help being impresséd with the ides that
had the Commissinats exhibtted half as
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much determination to have a settlement
of these Fenian claims, a3 the British Gov-
ernment has shown since the question of
‘s consequential damages’’ came up, the
United States Government would have
yielded and adjusted the matter to our
satisfaction, Now it is said that the Mari-
time representatives sanction this Treaty,
and that their approval shows the merits
of the measure. But it must be remem-
bered that this is a Dominion question,
and cannot be considered in a purely
provincial or sectional aspect. No one
denies that ocertain interests in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia are benefited
by the Treaty, but at the same time we
see that no adequate compensation has
been given to the whole Dominion for
what it sacrifices under the measure. The
value of the products of the Dominion
that find a market in the States amounts
to something like twenty seven millions
of dollars; and all these commodities, or
nearly all, pay a large duty. If the duty
were removed, we wounld be gainers pro-
bably to the extent of some four or five
millions of dollars. I remember well when
the Reciprocity Treaty was repealed, there
was immediately a decline in the price of
certain exports of Canada, amounting to 25
or 30 per cent, in cattle, sheep, peas,barley,
and other grains that had found a large
sale in the United States. ‘'l'akinginto
consideration all the circumstances, it
seems to me th.t we concede too much
and receive too little, simply because
England is deeply anxious to have a great
diticulty of her own immediately settléd.
1 think we do wrong if against our convie-
tions of what is right, against the convic-
tions of the Government of Canada as set
forth in strong terms in their Minutes. of
Council, we sallowed a measure of this
kind to pass by general assent. We ought
to exprews our opinions frankly, and show
that weare ot insensible to the wrong in-
flicted upon us. ltis not by conceding
overything thatis asked, we can have
justice done to us. Itis for Canada to
stand out for her just rights, otherwise
she will never secure them. The Home
Government hns been consideting this
question with a regard to lmperial in-
terests alone. I do not say that it hds
been utterly regardless of Canada, but I
believe it has not been in a position to
understand what was the best for the
interests of this country. It is fof us,
when the oppo-tunity is given under this
Bill, to remonstrate strongly againet the
injustice that h s been dohe, and prove to
Great Britain what sacrifices we are called
upon to' make ut her demand and for Im-
peérial considerations,
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Hon. W. J. MoDONALD, (B. C.)—
I consider myself in a position to look at
the question now before this House tree
from all local feeling, and free from all
party spirit, not having been hitherto
mixed up with the politics of this country.
‘The causes which led to the negotiations
of the Treaty are so well known, »nd have
Jjust been reviewed by the Postmaster
General. I need not therefore repeat
them [f by the Treaty of Washington
our territorial rights have been nvaded
was this done solely in the interests of
England. Was this done to patch a peace
with America with a view to future com-
plication in Europe and the balance of
power being destroyed and new alliances
formed? Such is not the case- this
Treaty is as much in the interests of Can-
ada as that of England, and were she not
jealous of our rights what difference could
it make to her who fished in our waters.
{t must be evident to all that there exists
a strong feeling in ingland that this
country should have peace and tranquility
and not be contending for her rights with
a foreign S:ate, rights which she has
always belped us to maintain and will still
do s0. The people of this country cannot,
and do not wish to have causes of dispute
and quarrels left open no more than Eng
and does which migat at any time lead

Treaty of

us into serious complication with a power- -

ful neighbor. and one branch of the Par-
liament of this country has sustained
this view of the question, and deemed it
expedient to ratify the Treaty although it
was not all that could be desired. History
shows that Canadians have always held
their ground against the United States,
yot we are a commercial and not a military
people, and unsettled international ques-
tions disturo our industries; unsettle
the public mind periodically; cripple
trade, and retard the general progress of
the country. And this Fishery guestion
unless settled will be a continual bome of
contention, and will have the most dam.
aging effect on the credit of this country
and must inteifere with the great public
work now in contemplation. Ou: duty
then in the furtherance of all these inter-
ests is to give effect to the Treaty, and
should we need further evidence to con-
Vince us of this, we have it in the vote
given in the House of Commons by the
Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
members—~63 for the Treaty, 21 againat.
It has been clearly shown by members ot
Loth houses that a great stimulus will be
given to many branches of trade in the

wer Provinces under the provisions of
the Treaty, and that no Province will be
Injured. The Government of this country
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have given the matter their most careful
consideration, and studied the question in
all its bearings. And all admire and ap~
prove of the determined stand taken by
them, and the clear and vigorous way
in which they placed the views of this coun-
try before the 1mperial Government,and if
finally they accepted a modification of these
views and took all that it was possible to
get they cannot be blamed. I feel that
they have the best interests of the coun-
try at heart, and I am bound to give my
support to a Government that has ruled
the country so well during the last five
years as shown by the great prosperity of
the country, If under the operation of
this Treaty the balunce of trade should
appesr against us, a money payment is
provided for equal to such balance. Why
should a money payment be scorned ?
What does all commerce and trade lead
to but money ? But it appears to me
that there is 80 much sentiment mixed up
with the whole question that si ht is lost
of the reality. 'The honor of the country
cannot be sullied by the negotiations in
this matter as we are left free to reject the
Treaty. \Ve are free in this as in all
things, yet there are certain ties which
link us to the mother country which it
would not be politic to sever or even to
tighten at this t1me, and if hereafter we
have to separate let the responsibility
rest with England and not with Canada.
If we reject this Treaty, and Eungland
withdraws her countenance, withdraws
her protection, and withdraws from arbi-
tration in our affairs, are we 1n a position
to protect our own fisheries? Are we
prepared to build, man and equip a pavy
capable of protecting our interests. I
contend that we are not able, or in sucha
position. The rejection of this Treaty
means more than the simple rejection, it
means a feeling antagonistic to that of
the Empire, it means introducing the thin
end of the wedge of independence, it
means republicanism, it means anarchy
and confusion, and the worst feature in
independence is the form of government
which we would have to adopt. A mon-
archy we cannot have, and a republic is
the only thing open to us. When we
have this formn of Government I do not
wish to live in ihis country. Imagine
this country a republic. How insigniticant
we would be, hemmed in on the one side
by an enarmous country and on the other
by the North Pole, rent asunder by pos
litical factions and a continual struggle
for power, without status as a nation, and
without weight in the council of nations.
As we :re now I believe the people of
Canade re the most free, the most pros-
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perous and the most happy people on the

face of the globe. The very country in
which we live conduces to vigor, industry
and self reliance, We are well governed,

the laws faithfully administered, and civil
and religious liberty secured to all.

Therefore if we are true to ourselves, if we
are true to this New Dominion let us enter
into closer bonds with the Mother Country
the cradle and nursery of freedom, civiliza
tion and justice, who will not suffer us to
be wronged or oppressed ; and if we are
called upon to give up in her interests a
portion of our inheritance let us do so
cheerfully, an inheritance which she her-
self has given us. Before sitting down I
must say that all English statesmen how-
ever great their talents, however carefully
they may have looked to Imperial interests,
yet in dealing with the United States in
the matter of colonial boundaries and other
questions affecting the Colonies, have al-
ways manifested too great a wish toaccede
to American demands, and have been too
much influenced by American bluster and
too ready to sacrifice colonial interests.
With regard to San Juan Island that ques.
tion has been left to the arbitration of a
disinterested monarch, and altho’ the
Americans have pertinacity on their side
we have justice on our side. When that
Western boundary line was settled the
only ship channel known was the one
claimed ﬁy

nels was not known. and the .one now
claimed by the Americans was not then
used by the only navigators of these waters
the Hudson Bay Company. In all justice
San Juan ought to belong to us, it is
closer to our shores and of more import-
ance to us than to the Americans. We have
occupied it with farm and lishing stations
from 1851 to the present day and America
never laid claim before 1855, and took
forcible possession of it in 1858. On the
navigation of the St. Lawrence 1 do not
feel competent to express an opinion, the
question being governed by international
law and by commercial policy, but 1 wish
to say this much, that whatever brings
trade and traffic through this country
deserves our support and encouragement
as it must contribute to our revenue and

importance by showing that we
have the best route and highway
for traffic through our country.

Hon. Mr. NORTHUP~-The question
now before us has already been so
thoroughly discussed in the Legisiature of
this Dominion and elsewhere perbaps
nothing further of interest can be sal:
upon the subject. I will ask the attention
of the House for a very short time to
make a few remarks from a Nova Scotia

us, the existence of two chan-;
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stand point. The fishery interest was very

successtul during the Reciprocity Treaty,

and we have ever been most desirous for

its renewal. In the present Treaty we have

more, inasmuch as during the old Treaty

we stood on equal footing, not 8o now, as

we can build and outfit our vessels for 25
per cent. less than the Americans and are
nearer the fishing grounds, and these are

indeed great advantages, and to compete

successfully with us they must either get
their vessels built or outfitted with us,

and this would be to our great benefit, or
they must get avery large bounty from
their Government. Our fisheries produced
last year about five million dollars alarger
sum than any previous year, and under
the present Treaty must continue to
increase. The hon. gentleman from Ri-
chibucto stated that the consumer paid
the duty on mackerel. I contend it is not
so, the Americans largely snpply their
own market, and their own and our fisher-
men may be said tofish side by side and
carry them to the same marketand realize
the same price, but our fishermen have to
pay a duty of $§2 per barrel on their catch.
Our coal owners hoped to have the duty
taken off or much reduced ; that trade 1s
not now yielding a fair return, and they
think they have great cause to complain of
the action of the other branch of this Legis-
lature in sweeping away last session what
was termed ¢ the protective tarift, while
negotiations were going on at Washington
by the Commissioners upon an offer
made by the United States Commissioners
to admit coal, salt, and lumber free So
soon as the American heard of the passage
that resolution, they withdraw thair
offer. Of this there carr be no doubt, as
it was clearly stated by the Minister of
Justice in his place in the Commons. We
see that the Americans have taken the
duty off tea and coffee, and are paving the
way for a cheap breakfast, so we cannot
suppose they will long submit to have the
fuel that cooks the breakfast taxed. 1tis
the last article that should be subject to a

tax. Lumbering operations are carried on
to a large extent with us, and those mter-

ested hoped to have had the duty taken
off, but notwithstanding the duty, we sell
largely to the United States and this inw
terest never was carried on as successfully
as now, and new establishments are going

up in different parts of the Province. Qur
farmers expected to have agricultural pro-

ducts free as heretofore as under the old

Treaty, they found a good market there.

T knew a friend of mine in Cornwallis, to

have raised 500 bushels of potatoes off one

acre of graund, which he sold at ocne

dollar per bushel cash in his cellar, Is it

Washington.
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any wonder then that they would desire
this market again open to them? But
they have found a market in the West
Indies and otherwise dispose of their pro-
ducts, and this interest is doing well. Our
ship builders would have been very glad
to have had our ships admitted to registry
and the coasting trade opened to us, be~
cause we can build at a much less cost
than they. 1tis generally believed that
there are many British vessels owned by
Americans registered in the names of
British subjects. This branch of business
is now, however, very successful. and there
is perhaps more tonnage now building in
the Province than at any previous time.
In the County of Hants, represented by
the Hon. Mr. Howe, there are about
thirty thousand tons building, and these
are good vessels, and admitted to lst
clags for 8 years, and a renewal of 4 years
under certain conditions, and I may say
that these vessels will be owned in the
couptry, and all their earnings sent home
from abroad to enrich our people. Itis
well known that Nova Scotia owns more
tonnage than any other country in propor«
tion to population, having more thana
ton of shipping to every inhabitant, and
I may add that the tonnage is increasing
much more rapidly than the population.
may say in this connection, that as
something has been said about Indepen:
dence, the people of Nova Scotia do not
desire it. ‘I'he sails of our ships whiten
every sea, and it is the Flag of Old Eng.
land that gives them confidence and pro-
tects their interests when mneed be.
The people believe that independence
leans anpexation, that we could not
stand alone. It would take a consider-
able portion of our revenue to pay Consuls
abroad, and where would be the navy to
back them up in time of need. In the
Local Legislature there were four annex-
ationists, but not one of them was re-eleot-
ed at the last Election. This shows the feel-
Ings of the people. I was amongst those
Who thought that the abrogation of the Re-
ciprocity Treaty would be an irreparable
loss to us, but it has not proved so
and I now think 1t was perhaps
the best thing that ever happened.
e used to sell to the Americans the raw
Mgterial at first price and bring back
Manufactured articles at the highest prices
hey having all the advantage of manufac-
Wuring, Manufacturing establishments are
Dow gpringing up all over the country and
on g golid basis as we can successfully
Sompete, the taxes are now so much high-
or in the States and there is now so much
One by machinery that the high price of
bor ig not so great a difficulty as heretos
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fore and with our coal and iron and other
resources we are now looking to a bright
future in manufactures. I went across to
Hull a few days ago and visited Mr, Eddy’s
esta’ lishment for the manufacture of
matches, tubs, buckets, &c., and found
that he gave employment to 2,000 people
and its growth ha~ been very rapid for the
last six years. This Treaty will help us to
build and complete, within the time fhope,
the Pacific Rallway. We have among us
this session, for the first time, gentlemen
representing Manitoba and British Colum-
bia who would do honor to any Legislative
Assembly, and judging the people by them
we may reasonably expect much {from that
part of the Dominion. Now, hon. gentle-
men § think with a good Government

such a8 we now have and with
well directed energies this Dominion

has a bright future The hon. gentleman
for Parkerville said the other day that if
he could only see Nova Scotia he would
willingly die, but I tell him to come down
to Nova Scotia we will be glad to see him,
and will not bury him, but treat him well,
and send him back I think better satisfied
than ever with his country. We should
miss his good face and humour from
among us. Hon gentlomen, you will
always find the Nova Scotians a patriotic
and loyal people, ready to make sacrifices
for the general good. They believe that
they live under the best system of
Government that prevails in theworld,
and are ruled over by the bestSover-
eign that ever swayed a sceptre.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—I1tis certain-
ly rather difficult to continue a debate on
a subject on which 80 much has already
been said ; but at the same time the
question is ofso much importance that I
am unwilling to give a silent vote. I be.
lieve it will be advantageous to the coun-
try if there is great unanimity on this
question, perhaps the mosat important that
has ever been debated in this Parliament.
[am one of those who connot boast of
being a recent convert to the desirability
ot this Treaty. I have approved of it from
the first—not that 1 was altogether satis.
fied with it—mot that there were not
things in it that might have been more
favorable for Canada; but 1 have looked
upon it &8 more or less in the nature of a
compromise. It is impossible for every
party in the arrangement of such matters
to have enfirely his own way, and one
feature in its favor to my mind is the fact
that it is not altogether satisfactory to
either side. In that respect it is like an
arbitration. I must ray that I did not
expect that complete reciprocity would
have been obtained by the negotiations—
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the policy, the very necessities of the
Americans obliged them to reject such a
measure so far as concerns agricultural
products. The civil war had entailed
upon them burthens of the most serious
character—it obliged them to impose
heavy taxation, internal and external,
many articles produced in the country
itself were specifically taxed ; and it was
scarcely to be expected that whilst this
was the case, they would allow Canadian
products free into their own country. In
1866 the Reciprocity Treaty was repealed;
under it the Americans had
same vights as we are now asked to give
them. We gave them the right to tish
just as freely as they will have it from this
time forward. Then the Treaty having
been repealed we asserted our own sovers
eign rights to the fishing grounds,
by requiring the people of the United
States to pay a license tor fishing, but we
charged them a merely nominal rate.
The question that presented itself to my
mind was whether it was desirable to con-.
tinue to exclude the productions of the
fisheries from free markets in the United
States, because we could not also obtain
admission for our agricultural products
into the United States, We were bound
to accept reciprocity as far as poszible, and
the Treaty gives it as respects the Fisher-
ies. I consider the admission of fish goes
very far towards an equivalent for the
right given to the Americans to fish in our
waters. The Treaty goes still further, for
it provides if the interchange of fishing
privileges 1s not sufficient, then there is
an arbitration to settle the ditterence be-
tween the respective concesszions. 1 am
enough of a free trader to take as much
tree trade as I can to begin with, and [
believe we can best attain more perfect
reciprocity by establishing an amicable
state of relations with the United States.
1 believe that the continuance of our
prosperity depends in a great measure on
the amicable relations we have with our
neighbors. Any one acquainted with the
trade of the country will admit that the
moment there was an apprehension that
the Geneva Con.erence would break up
contidence in the stability of our prosperi-
ty was disturbed. I would not make
undue or unreasonable sacritices when our
national rights are in question, but Iam
qnite certain that the Parent State would
not ask us to ratify this Treaty were she
not convinced that it is consistent with
her honor and the advancement of our
best interests. Numerically we are not the
equals of our neighbors, we are 4,000,000
against 40,000,000 ; but at the same time we
have our national rights, and I would be
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the first to assert them when there is &
necessity: I believe there is a sufficient
sense of justice throughout the world to
assist us in the assertion of our just rights
in the time of our need. We must re-
member that the fishery stipulations are
only to last for twelve years. We gave
the Americans the right to fish on the pay-
ment of a small license fee, and there was
at last great difficulty found in collecting
it. Nevertheless we allowed them to fish
in our waters without any return whatever
for a number of years. because we hoped
they would grant Reciprocity ; but now
we obtain admission for our fish, and the
privilege (whatever it way be worth) of
fishing in their own waters. It is true we
receive no extraordinary advantages under
the Treaty, but still we are benefitted to
amoderate extent. The Mother Country
has made sacrifices, she has consented to0
pay for the depredations caused by the
Alabama as the Conference may decide. I
think that is perfectly right. 1 bave been
always of opinton that the escape of the
Alaibama was a national mistake. No rea-
sonable man can deny that our interests
in preserving peace on this continent i¢
greater than theirs. We must remember
too that the whole question has been left t0
the decision of this Parliament—the first
time we have had such a privilege concer~
ed to us. If the interests of the peopl®
were sacrificed, Parliament could rejec
the measure, but we have had already
elsewhere sufficient evidence of the feel-
ing on this point. With respect to the
St. Lawrence, a great deal has been said
about the surrender of soversignty—on®
would iwragine imagine that the very
liberties ot this country had been sacrl-
ficed, and yet all we give up to the United
States is the right to navigate a small po”
tion of the river which is actually uB*
navigable. The rapids there compel ves’

Washington.

sels to make use of the canal
which  continue  exclusively unde’
the control of Canada. It has beel

said by my hon, friend from Grandvill®,
that it we give the Americans the right ¢
navigating the St. Lawrence, we conce/

the canals. Now the fact is the navigatio?
of the canalsis reserved to us, for ’t‘h
Treaty says expressly— Article 27, ¢ 1b®
Government of Her Britanic Majemz,
engages to urge upon the Government Oe
the Dominion of Canada to secure to tB ¢
citizens of the United States the use .
the Welland, St. Lawrence, and otb°
canals in the Dominion.” What has bee?
the policy of the tountry with respect o
the Canals? To open them to the
trade of the United States on the A%
terms enjoyed by our own people. The®
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works have been enlarged, and are to te
lmproved, chiefly with the view of attract-
Ing the trade of the West ; they are now
beyond the actual requirements of our
own internal tratfic. Under these cir-
cumstances we will continue to ofter every
Inducement to the Americans to make
use of these public works. A similar pro
vision was included in the Treaty of 1854,
and that, of course, lapsed when the
Treaty was repealed. We did not then
close our canals, for we believed it wes
the wisest policy to keep them open on
the same terms as before the expiration
of the Treaty. With respect to the river
itself it has been always practically open
to Montreal, and by the Treaty it is to be
nominally open from St. Regis to Mont-
real. This territorial concess.on is, there-
fore, virtually a worthless privilege. No
One can urge the advisability of shutting
up the river when it is actually for our
advantage to make it the outlet for the
surplus produce of the great West. I
think the navigation of Lake Michigan
should have been conceded on the same
terms as the navigation of the St. Law-
rence, but I have no doubt that the right
we have given to the Americans to use our
canals will always secure to us the right
to navigate that Lake. Then there is
the bonding system secured to us—it is
true it must become of less value accord-
ing .8 our railways are extended; but
nevertheless it will be alwaysa benefit
to us. Then the trans shipment privileges
accorded by the Treaty are entirely new.
1t is held by the Americans that a voyage
from Portland to San Krancisco is a coast.
Ing voyage—it is a most extreme con-
struction of the- regulations; but those
regulations are modified by the Treaty so
far as our inland trade is concerned. With
respect to the Fenian raids I intend
say very little I think the course pur-
Sued by the United States with respect to
those marauders has been one most un~
Wworthy of a great nation. We have al-
Ways most strictly discharged our duties
a8 a friendly neighbor; and therefore we
must consider their neglect most dis-
creditable to them, and I have no doubt
that it will redound very much to their
dishonor on the pages of history. With re-
8pect to these claims, our government
could do no more than they did—we had
No representative at Washington —any re-
Presentations that we h:d to make must be
through the British Government. Our
Overnment pressed the claims ot this
Country as strongly as they could, and
then their power to effect &nything ceas-
I think they made the only arrange-
Ment that was open to them. The Bri-
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tish Government assumed the cost of the
raids, and I have no feeling against allow-
ing England to bear it when the losses
were not mcurred through any fault of
our own. ‘These expenses were incurred
because these misguided people thought
they could best injure England by strik-
ing a blow at Canada. 1 havs always held
it would not have been an extruordinary
stretch of liberality on the part of the
British Government had they guaranteed
the whole cost of the Canada Pacific Rail-
road. Such a guarantee would be invaluable
to the interests of the Empire itself—it
would tend to develope her strength
on this Continent, and 1ncrease the pro-
sperity of this great branch of the Britigsh
tamily. England might have given this
guarantee without a single risk on her own
part, and it would have benefitted her in
the end to an incalculable degree. So far
from thinking that we are lowering our-
selves by taking the guarantee of £2,500),-
000 we would willingly humiliate ourselves
by taking a much larger one. (Hear.) I
think the simple questien at issue is
whe'her we save anything by accepting
this guarantee. 1f our bonds can be sold
at as good a rate without 1t then of course
there is no necessity for the guarantee;
but we all know perfectly well that we
shall save money and be in a better posi-
tion to promote great public undertakings
by accepting the guarantee granted to
Canada by the British Government. (Heur,
hear.)

Hon. Mr. HOLMES --I must take advan-
tage of this opportunity of expressing my
unqualiied satistaction with the poticy
pursued by the Government in relation to
this important matter, 1am of the opin-
ion that this Treaty will in many respects
be as great a benetit to the country as the
Reciprocity Treaty decidedly was, and it is
ditticult for me to understand the reasons
that prompt some hon. gentlemen to op-
pose the measure. We have a prosperous
country, extending from the Alantic to
the Pacific, and abounding in resources,
and [ have no doubt whatever that the
results accruing from the Treaty which
we are about to ratify will give a great
stimulus to 1its progress, and ensure its
peace for many years to come.

Uon. Dr. CARRALL—I must ask the
indulgence of the House for a few mi.
nutes whilst I give expression to some
thoughts on this very momentous ques-
tion. 1 had quite dismissed the question
frem my mind - in fact, [ had heard so
much about it, that | was beginning to be
(quite nauseated. Among the elite of
Ottawa, in the hotels, in the House, in the
press, everywhere it has been the Treaty.

Washington.
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Now to-day we have had the leader of the
Opposition in this Hous: arising in his
rlace and disavowing his intention of mov-
ing an amendment to the second reading
of the bill, and under these circums+
stances I fcel the want of that stimulus
which a fierce opposition to the measure
would give me. Still, unable as I am to
find new ideus to absorb, 1 feel o!liged to
follow the example of hon. gentlemen and
say a few words with the view of incorpor

ating my name on the roll of honor of
those who vote for the Treaty. [ mustask
the indulgence of the Housc. I ask
you to strain your generosity to the ut«
most, for the question has been so
thorougnly discussed from the time that
the master hand in another branch usher-
ed 1t into birth that there is hardly a
particle of a new idea left for me to
evolve. But here [ must let you in-
to a secret. 1 confess that I have
not heard all that has been said on the
subject from the puint of view that I oc-
cupied in the Senator’s Gallery; for there
are certain attractions sometimes in that
place which ars sadly apt to distract one’s
attention from the question of fish and
fishoil. If 1 should then tread upon
ground that has already been trodden, do
not think that [ am an intruder -a tres-
passer—for 1 do it unconsciously. [ have
been immensely amused at the attitude
assumed in reference to the Treaty by the
gentleman who monopolizes, directs, con.-
trols all the political machinery of the
Opposition through the newspaper he
owns; if I remember aright, he was only a
short while ago in the Government him-
self, and left 1t because the Administra-
tion would not obtain Reciprocity. Now,
when for the first time in the history of
the British nation, a Colonist hus been
taken into the councils of the country,
and permitted to direct Imperiil interests
—when we are through his instrumentality
to obtain a certain amount of reciprocity,
we find this same .ir. Brown assailing
this able and astute Minister, who
has achieved so much for the Dominion.
It has been said that Colonial interests
have been invariably sacrificed whenever
Treaties have been arranged between
Great Britain and the United States. It
may be that Mr. Osborne sacrificed the
interests of this country, and when told of
his error, consecrated it simply by & tear;
it may be that Ashburton sold some of our
territory to Maine. and made a bargain
which would put money in hispurse. Here,
however, at last we have a 'I'reaty whi:h
conters decided advuntiges on Canada;
and that it is 80, is because we had on the
Commission one who was nble to guard
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our intercsts, and that was our Premier.
1 am suffering from a mental debility in
consequence of the want of vigour display-

Washington.

ed Ly the leader of the Opposition
th« wtornoon, He sail so litide that
1 Cand take hold of, that

I um really at a loss for new arguments to
present 10 the House. [ deny thit we
arc called upon to make any sacritice in
accepting this Treaty. [ only wish it was
a sacrifice so that we might place on re-
cord our willingness to make any sacrifices
for vhe sake of the glorious Empire to
which we belong Among the points that
have been touched in the discussion of
this question is British connection. I am
among those who believe that the best
minds of England are in favor of assuming
a position that will prove that she is desir-
ous of dr.wing closer and closer the ties
that now bind together the British Empire.
I believe that this country with its magni-
ficent extent of territory and its invaluable
resources has a great future before 1, if we
are only true to our best interosts and
preserve that connection which has been
so beneficial to us in the past and must
strengthen and assist us so materially in
the career of prosperity upon which we
have now entered.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN —I have no doubt that
the House will be very much inclined to
think that we have already heard so much
.11 the Treaty that any lengthy speeches
in this branch of the Legislature will now
be superfluous. I am not anxious to de-
fine my own position, but there is a
natural feeling on the part of anyone who
is here in a representative capacity to state
for the information of those whom he re-
presents, the reasons that influence him
to vote for a measure on which there may
be comsiderable diversity of opimion. I
‘:esire vory heartily to vote for this meas~
ire, beciuge I consider that it tends to
wards establishing friendly relations be-
twween two great nations—between the
Great . mpire to which we belong and the

Giveat Republic on our borders. The hon.
member for Grandville stated to
the llouse that he saw no force

in an argument of that kind, because it
wa- not plain to him that if the House re-
Jjected that portion of the I'reaty referring
to the fisheries it would interfere with the
relitions between the two couatries in
question. No one supposes that if the
Legislature threw out the Bill there would
te war immediately ; but all of us must
foel that so long as there are subjects of
dispute to cause soreness of feeling be-
tween these great nations there is danger
ol wostilities arising between them. There-
lore if it is in our power to do anything
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towards establishing a good feeling be-
tween those countries, that isa strong
argument to vote for any measure that
may hive that tendency. Itis our duty
as subjects of the Empire to which we be.
long to do all in our power to prevent
any such contingency as I have fore-
shadowed. If that could only be done at
the expense of some sacrifices to the
country, Canadians should be the last to
hesitate to make them. With reference
to Canada being a source of weakness to
England, I am convinced that 1say no-
thing more than the truth when I state
that the great body of the British nationis
Just as determined as ever, as long as
Canada desires to be connected with the
British Empire, to maintain that tie which
now binds it to its dependencies. When
we look back to the past and remember
all that Great Britain has done for her
colonies, and consider the many benetits
they receive from British connection, we
ought to fecl that we should not
hesitate to make sacrifices when England
believes it necessary. We have heard it
8said that by passing this Bill we are con~
Ceding sovereign rights without receiving
any adequate consideration inasmuch as
Wwe give up the fisheries and the 1 .viga-
tion of the St. Lawrence. With regard to
the navigation of the &t. Lawrence,
centend that question has been
fully disposed of. It has been shown
by several speakers that this concession
really amounts to nothing, while we must
benefit our own trade by inducing the
Americans to pass through our own canals,
As respects the Fisheries, when one is in
doubt on a question of that kinl, one
desires to hear the opinions of those who
are most deeply interested in the matter.
Having unfortunately been prevented
from attending in my place until to-day,
and being naturally anxious to follow the
debates on this question, 1 read the dis-
Cussion elsewhere with great interest. It
does appear to me that the arguments
used by gentlemen who really understand
the question, show irresistibly that that
Enrt of the Dominion especially affected
y this Act, is to receive undoubted bene-
from its provisions. It has been said
that the interests of Ontario have been
Bacrificed because one of the means which
We had for obtaining reciprocity has been
Biven away. 1 have always believed that
When the United States repealed the
L'eat.y, they were actuated a g od deal by
eir feeling towards this country. In.
8tead of entertaining the opinion that the
Passage of this measure is to prevent
Complete reciprocity, I believe that it will
ve the very contrary effect. There can
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be no question that the Fishery rights
have led to a great deal of controversy
and irritation. I think so long as those
rights were properly exercieed we should
be allowed to enjoy them. At the same
time I conscientiously believe that if this
Bill passes, and the Treaty arrangements
are carried out, the feeling of friendliness
towards us that will be cngendered in the
United States will ultimately lead to the
adoption of reciprocity in the fullest de-
gree. Much stress has been laid on the
Fenian claims, that we were selling our
honor for money— that we ought not tore-
ceive compensation for wrongs of that kind,
I have been accustomed to think that as
long as we remain subjects of the British
Empire, the Imperial authorities are an-
swerable for any matters of that characs
ter ; and it they donot deem it advisable
under the circnmstances to press these
Fenians claims, it appears to me that no
discredit can be reflected on Canada. If
there is any discredit at all, it must be
thrown upon the Imperial Government
for it alone is answerable, If the Imperial
Government, then, in the interest of
prace, decide not to urge these claims
a Uoutrance, let the responsibility rest
upon them and not upon Canada. For
my part, 1 cannot see that there is any-
thing derogatory or offensive to our
sense of national honor when England
chooses to reimburse us for the losses we
have sustained. For those and other
reasons, which I will not weary the
House by ursing, [ have much pleasure in
voting for the second reading of the Bill
now under consideration.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD fullowed and made
a few remarks in French, expressive of
the wish of the people of Manitoba to see
peace ensured to the Dominion, so that
it might continue in the career of pros-
perity on which it has eatered. He
stated it was his intention to vote for the
measure. )

The question of concurrence in the
seco~d reading of the bill being put, the
same was resolved in the affirmative, and
the bill was then read a second time
accordingly.

The House adjourned.

Washington

WEeDNESDAY, 29th May, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3

o’clock. :

Billson the following subjects were read &
third time:—Caughnawaga Canal, G. T. R.
and Town of Galt, Detroit River Tunnel
Co., Northern Railway Extension, Martin’s
Divorce Presbyterian Church Widows' and
Orphans’ Fund, Banks and Banking, Ex.
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change Bank of Canada, Bank of Acadia,
Maritime Bank, Hamilton Bank, and St.
Lawrence Bank.

Bills respecting Quebec Frontier Rail-
way, Canadian and European Telegraph
Co., Savings~Bank of Toronto, Bank of St.
John, Grand Trunk and Mountreal and
Champlain Railways, were read a second
time.

The House went into Committee and
passed the Bill relating to the Washington
Treaty without ammendment. 'The Bill was
then read a third titne and sent to the
Commons.

Insolvency

Fripay, 31st May.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 0’clock.
Two Reports of the Committee of Con-
tingent Accounts were submitted by Hon.
Mr. SEYMOUR, and ovdered for con
sideration on Monday next.

The following bills were read a third
time and passed :— Bank of St. John,
tirand Trunk Railway and Montreal and
Champlain Companies, Toronto Savings
Bank, Quebec Frontier Railway Com-
pany.

INSOLVENCY LAWS,

Hon. Mr. WARK moved that an humble
address be presented to Ilis Excellency
the Governor General, praying that His
Excellency will be pleased to cause an in-
quiry to be made, under the direction of
the Minister of Justice. into the operation
of the Insolvent Law, with the view of em
bodying such amendments a8 may be
deemed necesary, in a bill to be submit-
ted to Parliament at its next session.

In making the motion the hon. gentle-
man urged the necessity of making an
amendment in the existing law. Whilst
many persons objected to repealing it al-
together, no one contcnded that it was
not susceptible of improvement in many
respects. The necessitiesof the country
required the equitable distribution of a
debtor’s property among his creditors,
and that the honest insolvent should be
protected from the rapacity of any hard
creditor.

Hon. Mr. MoMASTER seconded the
motion as necessary in the interests of the |
country. |

Hon. Mr. DEVER rose to say that he
hoped notwithstanding the very able and
plausible speeches made on this subject,
a few days ago, a house composed as this
was, of gentlemen of long experience 1n
commercial and legal matterswould give the
motion of the hon. gentlemen before them
that wise, an | thoughtful consideration to
which ha thought it was intitled. The
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power, and the right to have an
Insolvency Law for the benefit of .all
Canada. And here he would say that
the present Law is both an Insolvency
Law and a Bankruptcy Law, or in other
words an Attachment Law, and an Insol-
vency Law ‘as under the compulsory
clauses of the Act a debtor not meeting
his labilities generally as they become
due, or showing signs against his creditors
of fraudulent intentions can be called on
for a statement of his affairs, and if not
found satisfactory to his creditors, a se-
curing of his assests by an attachment can
be had at once. And this 18 why the
several Boards of Trade who are good
judges of commercial questions are so de-
sirous that the Act should be continued,
feeling as they do, that it is a much sater
law for general trade, than a mere Insol-
vency Law, which would only protect, or
in the miid language of the day relieve the
debtor. He would not say why 1t is a
good and fair law such as this is,and pass -
ed only some three years ago, asa general
law, for the -everal Provinces of this
Dominion is now sought to be repealed
by one of those spasmodic changes
of thought—in a number of gentlemep—
in the other branch oi this Legislature
who take it upon themselves to get up.an
excitoment ayainst it, and say it should be
repealed even beloie it 1 quite time the
parties most to b injured had a fair chance
of becoming fariliar with the benefits
arising out of it 10 business men. And
here again he would call the attention of
this House to the fact that the United
States had passe i a similar law in Marc

1867. It isintitled, * An Act to establish
a uniform system of bankruptcy through-
out the United States.” This Actis now
in force; it is so well adapted, and pro-
vides so carefully, that fraud shalt be pre-
vented and justice done in all cases, and
80 generally useful that it is more than
probable it will be permanent, and
without beiny ropealed will be amend-
ed from time to time, as experience
shows the need. It had an amendment
passed to it, n 1869, whichi prevents a
debtor from getting discharged unless his
assests shall p.y fifty per cent of the
claims proved against his estate upon’
which he shall be liable, as the principal
debtor, unless tlie assent in writing of a
majority in pumber and value of his
creditors be filed in the case at, or before
the time of the hearmg of the appli-
cation for discharge. He would say 1t
was suspicious to see gentlemen who
helped to pass our law, in 1869, as a
Dominion Law, seek now to get it re-
pealed of their own motion, since he

Laws.
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‘was not aware that even one petition from
the parties who had the best right to be
udges on such commercial questions, had
not asked for its repeal; but on the con.
trary nearly all the great centres of busi-
ness through their respective Boards of
Trade had asked that it may not be re-
pealed; butthat it may e continued,
and amended if necessary. lie would ask
then that this motion may Le well con-
sidered by this House, anl ths Govern-
ment, so that the countr - will not fall
back-—by allowing this L.w to expire—to
that state of affairs which prevailad in
the Lower Provinces belore the passing of
this uniform Law, which so enables the
commercial men of the several Provinces
of this Dominion to understind each
other. Further he would suy on the basis
of our commercial credit. he would ask
that the motion be complied with, and
‘the Law continued, and th-reby conti.
dence given to men of me:ns to advance
their capital. and give that credit
80 essential for commercitl activity. In
answer to the arguments of some hon.
gentlemen it was only necessary for him
to say that under the sever.l clauses of
this law, it was utterly impossible for the
dishonest debtor to act a1 des:ribed, and
a8 he could, under the system of execu-
tion, because no unequal or preferential
making of the assets—where commercial
men know their business—can be sus-
tained, but every creditor must share and
share alike. In conclusion then, :e would
support the motion of the hon mover, and
hoped every gentleman who loved fair
E.lqzvy,j'ould act similarly, so as to keep a

Routine
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aAw dontinting, thatis nox a Dominion
IAw in contrast with the c nfusion the
Country will be in, if this Act be allowed
to expire, and which t, him would be
going backward instead of forward—mak
lug again the laws of the several pro-
vinces of this Dominion dissimilar ins
stead of national and uniform.

~.Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL replied that un-
der apy circumstances the Government
lutended taking the question of the In
8olvency Laws into their consideration du-
Tipg the vacation, and would therefore
Willingly agree to the Address.

The motion was carried.

_Bills on the following subjects were
read a second time :

-Nt. Catharine’s Board of
Sydenham.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a bill
0 amend the act respecting copy-
Tights .

The House adjourned,

Trade, River
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Monpay, June 3, 1'872.: .

Hon. Mr, BOLSFORD, [in absence of
Hon. Mr. Cauchon] took the Thair at 3
o'clock,

Business.

THIRD READINGS.

The following bills were read a third
time and passed :

To incorporate the British American As-
surange Company. .

lo am-nd the Act respecting rivers and
streams s0 s to apply to the river Syden-
nam.

SECOND READING,

On motion of Hon. Mr. REESOR, the
bill respecting the London and Canadian
Loan Agency was read a second time and
referred to the Committee on Standing
Orders and Private Bills.

COAST NAVIGATION,

Hon. Mr. McCLELAN askeda—-Whether
it is the intention of the Government to
provide this Session, for the construction
of a steam fug whistle on Cape Enragé, in
the Bay of Fundy, in view of the danger-
ous character of the coast, and the ina
creasing amount of vessels employed in
guid Bay ? In making the motion, the
hon. gentlemn urged the importance of
the service, and took an opportunity of
expressing his satisfaction with the ens
crgy and vigilance displayed by the De-
partment of Marine and Fisheries.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said it the De-
partment deserved the thanks of the com:
mercial community for its vigilance, due
credit must be give. to the subordinates.
With respect to the enquiry he stated
that the Government, whilst acknowledg~
ing the necessity for the fog whistle, were
unable to provide it this session, but
would certainly do so next session, should
the country continue to give them its
confidence. The Government were able
to state they int-nded providing a fog
whistle at Machias Seal Island in the
same Bay.

don. Mr. WILMOT was glad to hear
the intimation of the Minister on the lats
ter point, for a steamer had heen lost on
the islind recently, and it was a very
dangerous spot.

CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS,

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUK moved the adop-
tion of tworeports of Comimittee on Con-
tingent Accounts. The first simply re-
ferred to the Clerk’s account with the.
Senate froin 1st February to 31st Decemn
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ber, 1871, and reported it to be correct.
The second report recommends that

Antoine Alphonse Boucher, Esquire, the
Senior of the French Translators be pr.~
moted to the ofhce of Chief French 'Irans-
lator to the Senate. vacated by Robert
LeMoine, Esquire, on occasion of his
appointment as Clerk of the Senate. They
recommend that Elizabeth Hewson be ap-
pointed and employed as a charwoman,
The Committee also recommend that John
Wingtield be appointed and employed as
a Sessional Messenger, said apporntment
to date from the first day of this Session,
since which day he has been doing duty as
such, and en the reference made to the
Committee on the twenty fourth diy of
April last, of the petition of C. W. Taylor,
the Committee report that they cannot
recommend that the prayer of the said
petition be grante:l.

‘I'he reports were adopted.

The House then adjourned, after receiv-
ing several bills from the Commons.

‘'vespay, 4th June, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o' clock.

PRIVATIE BILLS,

Hon. Mr. DICKSON brought in report
of Committee on Standing Orders and
Private Bills, and moved that the quorum
be reduced to five. Also that the petitions
of Boards of Trade of St. Cathierine’s, St.
John, Levis. &c., be referred bick to the
Committee fur reconsideration

These motions were adopted.

SKECOND READINGS,

On motion of Hon. Mr. McLELAN a
bill with respect to the Halifax Banking
Company was read a second time.

On motion of Hon. Mr. BENSON a bill
in reference to Dominion Warer Wo ks
was read a cecond time,

COLPYRIGHTS,

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, in moving the
second reading of the bill to amend the
law with respect to copyrights, cxpressed
his regret that two gentlemen—Hon. Mr.
Ryan and Hon. Mr. Sanborn—who had
always taken a deep interest in the ques-
tion were not present. i‘or some time
past addresses hud been passed in the
House with the view of bringing about
Imperial legislation on the subject of re-
printing British copyrights in this coun.
wy. Certiniy very many persons ha! hecn
of opinion that the Imperial legislation on
this question was an encroachment ujon
the privileges given to these colonies to
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enjoy representative institutions to the
fullest extent. Several copyright laws had
in the course of time passed the Imperial
Parliament, and were ultimately made to
run into all the colonies. These laws
prevented the republication of British
copyrights in this country; but subse-
quently an arringement was made to allow
the importation into this country of
American reprints of British copyright
works on the payment of a duty of 124 per
cent., to be distributed among the authors
of such works. This system, however, had
been proved to operate prejudicially to the
interests of Canadian publishers; and an
effort had been made for some time past
to obtain from the Imperial Government
the right to reprint the works in question
in this country. When the question was
last brought up the hon. member for the
Wellington Division (Hon. Mr. Sanborn)
suggested that we might legislate directly
on the subject, for he believed we had the
power by virtue of the B. N. A. Act aml
the fact of our enjoying representative
Government. He (Mr.C.) in accordance
with the promise he made on that occa-
sion, had trought the subject to the
notice of the Minister of Justice and his
colleagues in the Government, and it was
decided to act upon the suggestion of the
hon. gentleman just mentioned. ‘The
argument defining the po-ition of the Gov-
ernment was stated in the preamble of
the Bill—that there was no reservation
with respect to copyrights when repre -
sentative institutions wgre granted to this
country—and that express power was
given to the Dominion by the Union Act
to legislate upon the subject. Some
might say that the power was only given
to the Dominion in contra-distinction to
the powers given to the Provinces; but
‘nevertheless, he believed the lansuage
was broad enough to embrace the power
given in the present Bill. 1t was now pro-
pose:l to allow Canadian publishers to
reprint British copyright works on receipt
of'a licence from the Government These
works are to be regictered with the
M:nister of Agriculture, and thereupon
no foreign reprints of such works are to
be allowed to be imported. An excise duty
of fifteen per cent on the wholesale price
of such works is to be collected and dis-
tributed for the advantage of the authors.

Hon. Mr. FEKRIER said the Dominion
ought not to be placed in reference to
such works in u worse position than it is
now. A duty of 12} per cent. was at
present collected on the wholesule price
of Am rican reprints, but now there was
to be :n excise duty imposed to the
extent of 3 per cent, more.

Copyrights.
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. Hon, Mr. BURKAU was very desirous
to encourage home industry, but at the
same time he saw danger in a Bill which
disturbed the relations we at present en-
Jjoyed with the United States. More than
that, he doubted whether we had the
power to legislate on such a subject. The
same difficulty might occur that arose in
1837, when the Special Council passed an
Act to abolish Habeas Corpus. At that
time a very distinguished lawyer, Judge
Valliere, contended that we had no power
to overrule Imperial legislation, and he
suffered for expressing that opinion, but
he was subsequently proved to be correct.
We could not be too careful in dealing
with matters of legisiation, where we
might come into conflict with Imperial
authorities. He was in favor of a certain
amount of protection to home industry,
but there was always a danger that the
principle might be pushed to extremes.
He had no objection to the imposition of
a small duty, but he believed the general
principles of the Bill are antagonistic to
the public interests. e could not too
strongly urge the advisability of culti-
vating the most friendly relations with the
United States, instead of exciting the
hostile feelings of the publishing interest
of that country. He deprecated any
undue haste in dealing with such matters.

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE pointed out some
difficulties in the way of our dealing direct-
ly with the question,

Hon. Mr. WILMOT expressed himself
desirous of sweeping away our present
anomalous system which is so injurious to
the interests of the publishers of Canada.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not suppose
there is any reason to apprehend thag the
Passage of the bill will interfere with the
relations between Canada and the United
States. He did not aee any analogy what-
ever between the present question and
the suspension of the Act of Habeas
Corpus by the Council in 1837. He did
not claim tb be acting contrary to Imperial
Legislation, but in pursuance of the ex.
Press authority given to us. ~ At the sume
time the Government wished to act with
all caution, and had therefore inserted a
clause declaring that the law shall not go
Into effect until there is a proclamation of
the Governor o that end. The Govern-
ent, however, hopcd and believed the
English law otlicers would come to the
8ame conclusion they had, that Canada had
the right to legislate with respect to such
atters.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU contended that the
cage he had cited was directly in point,
and again argued we had no jurisdiction
n the matter.

The bill was read a sec.ud time,.

British
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MESSAGE.

A Message was received from His Ex-
cellency the Goveruor General with respect
to the receipt in England of the Address
expressive of the gratificution of Parlia-
ment at the recovery of H. R. H. the
Prince of Wales

Several Bills were received from the
Commons

The House then adjourned.

WebsEspaY, June 5.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock.

PETITION,

Hon, Mr. OL1VIER presented a petition
of Mutual Fire Association of Stanstead
against & bill to incorporate Agricultural
Assurance Company of Cunada, and it was
read at the table, and then referred to
%plrlnmittee on Standing Orders and Private

ills.
PRIVATE BILLS.

Hon. Mr. DICKSON presented report
of Committee on Standing Orders and
Privste Bills, favorable to recepiion of
pefitions from several Boards of Trade,
and of J. Schultz and others, for railway
objects. Also, on bills establishing St.
Catherine’s Board of Trade, and incorpo-
rating Inland Marine and Fire Insurance
Company, and London and Canadian Loan
and Agency, all of which were read a third
time and passed.

COPYRIGHTS,

The House then went into Committee
on the bill to amend the law respecting
Copyrights,

Hon, Mr. OLIVIER in the chair.

Hon. )r. CAMPBELL expressed the
pleasure he felt that Hon. Mr. Ryan who
had always taken so deep an interest in
the question was present to give the
tlouse the benefit of his knowledge of the
matter.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
doubted the advisability of prohibiting the
importation of books.-

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said it was the
invariable practice to prohibit importation
of works which were copyrighted in Eng-
land or the United States.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU contended that
the bill, if passed, would not only
be antagonistic to Imperial legislation
but actuully in conflict with a I'reaty exist-
ing between Ureat Britain and France.
The 15th and 17th sections of the Imperial
Act expressly stated thuat the rights of
British copyrights should extend not only
to Great Britain, but to all parts of the
British dominions; and yet it was now
proposed to pass a bill in the face of that
Imperial statute. He contended that even
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if the British North America Act gave the
power in question, and he denied that it
applied to anything except Canadian
copyright works—it could not be retro-
spective.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the very pre-
amble of the Bill stated the reasons why
the Government believed Canada could
egislate directly on such a question. He
knew the Act referred to was in exist
ence, but it was contended that since it was
passed the British Parliament had also
passed the British North America Aect,
giving the Dominicn power to legislate
with respect 10 copyrights; »nd it was a
well understood pi.nciple that when the
Legislature expressed opinions at dif-
ferent times, the latest expression was to
rule. The Union Act was broad, end
applied to copyrights gener.lly, and
could not be limited as the hon. gentle-
man argued. As respects the [reaty with
France, it could have no possible connecw
tion whatever with the matter before the
House. That Treaty referr~d to French
copyrights published in ¢reat Britain ;
and he was surprised that the hon. gentle-
man should bring 1t up. Canada hud Je-
prerentative institutions, and it was
claimed by the member for the Wellington
Division, and others that we had
under these institutions the right
to deal with such a question,
and Imperial legislation could not aflect
vs with respect to copyrights any more
than it could in the cise of patents.
Under any circumstances, no harm could
arise from the passing of the bill; on the
contrary beneficial results must accrue for
it would direct the attention of the British
Government to the subject.

Hon, Mr. BUREAU again urged his view
of the case. K

Hon. Mr. RYAN expressed his astonish-
ment that the hon. gentleman (Mr.
Bureau) should oppose a measure which,
should it come into operation, would be a
great benefit to a very important branch
of industry, especially in the city of Mon
treal, He showed that the bill had no
reference whatever to the Ireaty quoted
by the hon. gentleman, and then went on
to say that the Act of 1849 was passed
with the view of benetiting the people ot
Canada ; for at that time the publishing
interest here was not able to compete
with the same iuterest across the frontier
in the production of cheap literature.
The state of things, however, was now
very different ; and it was felt that the
present system was very injurigus to the
publishers and printers of Canada. As an
illustration of the energy with which this
branch of industry is now prosecuted he
mentioned M. Lovell of Montreal employs

British
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some 500 persons, many of them females.
That gentleman had recently been offered

very strong inducements if he
would remove his entire estabs~
lishment to the TUnited States,

He expressed himself emphatically in
favor of the bill before the House, and con-
tended that it was a8 just in principle,
and would operate most beneficially. ‘g‘b‘e
measure was in the interest of the British
author as well as the Canadian publisher.
Sir C. Trevelyan, backed by the opinions of
leadin; English authors, warmly approved
of the policy of Canada in this particular.
ITe was satistied with the opinion given on
the subject by eminent legal minds in
this country, and believed that the result
of the reference to England would be satis-
tactory. He trusted sincerelythat every gen
tleman in vhe House would do all in bhis
power to promte the interests of a very
importaut branch of industry which w
now laboring under great disadvantage,

An amendment was added at the sug-
gestion of the Hon. Mr. Ryan, making
the excise duty nof to exceed 12} per
cent on the wholesale value. :

The tCowmmittee rose and the :mend-
ment was adopted by the Honse. The
bill was then read a third time and
sent to the House of Commons—the
money clauses being first omitted.

SECOND READINGS.

Bills to incorporate Canada Agricultu-
ral Insurance Company, Levis and Sorel
Boards of Trade, was read a second time.

After reception of several bills from the
fTouse of Commons, ' "

The House adjourned.

TrorsDAY, June 6, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock.

PILOTS.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS presented to the
House a Return to an Address to His Ex-
cellency the Governor GGeneral dated May
1872, praying His Excellency to cause to
be laid before this House, a copy of any
correspondence which has taken place be-
twe2n the Department of the Marine and
Fisheries and the imperial Board of Trade
in London, relative tothe relaxation of
the Rules and Regulations relating t6 the
granting of masters’ certificates of compe-
tency to Pilots on the Lower St. Lawrence.

PRIVATE BILLS.

Hon. Mr. DICKSUN from the Commit-
tee on Standing Orders and Private Bills,
reported favorably on ¢ an Act to amend.
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the Act to incorporate the Canadian and
uropean Telegraph Company.”

Also on *‘an Act to 1ncorporate the
Dominion Water Works Company.”” These
Bills were read a third time and passed.

Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, from Committee
on Banking, Commerce and Railways, re-

rted favorably on Bills respecting Hali.

ax Banking Company and Great Western
ailway. The latter was read a third
time and passed.

[JuNE

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC R. R.

Bon. Mr. CAMPBELL, in moving the
cond reading of the Bill respecting the
Canadian Pacific Railway, said that its ob-
Jeot was perfectly familiar to hon. gentle.
men, inasmuch as it carried out
the arrangement contemplated at the
time the Union was effected with British
Columbia, 1t was suggested at the time
the resolutions were passed last session,
that a reasonable subsidy in money—some
fen or twelve thousand dollars a mile—
and a land grant of some 50,000,000 acres
would probably accomplish the object we
had in view. Many membersin both
branches of the Legislature were of opin.
1on that a larger quantity of land would be
required. Experience, however, had
thown the Government that the object
oan be accomplished within the terms
mentioned in the Bill. Those terms were
$30,000,000 in money, and 50,000,000 acres
In land. The interest on the money was
of course quite within the power of the
Dominion to grant without at all unduly
ressing upon the resources of the people.
ortunately for the Dominion, we were
Passing through a seasom of great pros-
Perity, and we had every rea~on to hope
that this enterprize will add to that pros-
ggrity. The other arrangements in the
ill were of a very simple character, and
Provided that the road shall be construct.
ed by one or more companies. 1f it were
lecessary those companies could amalga-
ate, and failing t the Government
%ould resort to some other means of get~
ting the road constructed The road at
this end was to comuw.ence to the south of
ke Nipissing. Comparing our line with
the Union Pacitic, it would be found more
®agily construoted, while the natural
features of the country are in every way
Superior. A large portion of the American
@ ran through an arid waste,
While the altitude was several thousand
feet higher than that of the Canadian
acitic will be. Under these circumstan-
¢es our road could be constructed more
vantageously by any company. [t would
 of course the object of such a company
settle their lands as rapidly as possible,

14
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and in that way become actually immigra-
tion agents.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
did not intend to oppose the bill inas-
much a8 we are bound to construct it
in accordance with the measure pass.
ed last session, but he felt com-
pelled to state some objections he
had to the scheme of construc-
tion. He admitted that the natural
features, as stated by the Hon. Postmaster
General, were in favor of the Canadian
line, but he thought nevertheless before
we went into such an undertaking the
Government ought to have more definite
information than they have now with
respect to its cost. If we compared the
terms now offered with the actual cost of
the American lines, it would be found that
they would be entirely inadequate. He
found vhat the whole cost of the Union
Pacific and Central Pacitic was some $205,-
000,000. The cost of our road'compared
with the Union Pacilic would be $270,~
000,000 ; compared with the Central
Pacitic it,woula be $205,000,000. As the
$30,000,000 offered by the Canadian Gov-
ernment was clearly inadequate for so
great an undertaking he was afraid we
would have in connection with the work a
repetition of all the blunders we have had
in the past.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—What assistance did
the American line receive from the
Federal Government ?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST.—
The Government under this Bill intend
giving only some $11,000 a mile. The
Government of the United States, on the
other hand, granted on the whole length
of the Pacific line some $30,000 a mile.
We were actually to build our lme for
two-thirds less. It was true we were giving
a largeramount of land, some 19,000 acres
a mile. But the two roads in the United
States had received the same advantages
from the Government; they got on the
average $32,000 a mile in money, and
12,800 acres of land per mile. When we
compared the distances ot the lines, we
must see that the Bill did not provide a
sufficient amount of money. A large por-
tion of the Central & Union Pacific roads
ran over fertile plains just as our own
liue would., Of course when we reached
the mountains we would also have to con-
tend with difficulties. From the Lake of
the Woods eastward we would find ob-
stacles equal to those encountered by the
Americansdn constructing their two lines.
He would not be surprized to tind that the
road would ¢ost us in the end $200,000,000
instead of  $30,000,000. It was easy

enough to make estimates more favorable,
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but our experiencs taught us to place
little reliance on them, and he preferred
being guided by facts like those he was
quoting from the record of American rail-
way construction.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—Was not the
money grant of the American railways
simply a loan ?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST.—
That made no difference as respects the
cost, though it might affect the Company.
The contractors might be inconvenienced
in the money market, but they would go
on with the road and the cost of its con-
struction would be no greater. He did
not mean to urge we should not build our
line, but what he wished to urge was that
we should not be too hasty in undertak.
ing what may hereafter seriously cripple
our resources. We all knew that the In
tercolonial Railway had made very slow
progress so far. The estimates made by
the original contractors were too low and
the contracts had finally to be annulled.
No one knew when the road would be
finished or how much it would cost.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL,—The road will
be completed within the estimates of the
Engineer.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE 8T. JUST
said that it would be time enough to
speak positively on this question when
further progress was made with the road.
As respects the general features of the
bill, he did not see that they required any
particular comments, but he must say that
he regretted that the Government should
go into so large an enterprise without
actually knowing what it would cost. He
spoke earnestly on the matter, because he
did not wish t> see the country hereafter
precipitated into difficulties on account of
our heedlessness in the present

Hon. Dr. CARRALL took issue with the
hon. gentleman as to the probable cost of
the Canudian Pacific line. He had taken
some pains to inform himself on the sub-
* ject, and was of opinion that the road
could be constructed on the terms offered
by the Government. The money given
by the United States Government was in
the shape of a loan, whereas the bill under
consideration offered an actual sungc.iy.
He reminded the House that to British
Colnmbia belonged the homor of
originating the idea of this grand
continental railway. It was true the
matter had been talked of before,
but it was not until the scheme of union
was mooted that the railway project as-
sumed a definite shape: We all felt that
the Union could never be a reality unless
we had the railway binding the two oceans
together by indissoluble links of iron,
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The construction of the railway would des
velope a noble extent of country ; it
would divert to the North West that
stream of European emigration that had
hitherto been directed to the South West.
We had now territory enough but no po-
pulation and the immediate result of the
completion of the line would be to people
that wilderness. He had confidence in
the future of this country, and believed
there was no danger whatever of embar-
rassing our resources in connection with
this line. Even if it were to cost much
more than anticipated, the country could
afford it. ‘The additional ;population
brought into the country would soon
enable the Dominion to meet the obliga-
tions incurred. He pointed out the supe-
rior advantages of the Canadian line in re
spect to the soil of the country, climate
and altitude, as compared with the Ameri-
can lines. He referred to the great sti-
mulus the line would give to trade with
the countries of the China sea, and the be-
nefit the Dominion would thereby receive.
It would develop miueral resources now
entirely dormant, and add immensely to
the wealth of an .lready prosperous coun-
try.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
said that calovlating the 19,000 acres of
land at $1 an acre, and adding that to the
$11,000 of money we had $30,000 a mile
as the grant of our Government against.
the $32,000 a mile given by the United
States Government.

Hon. Dr. CARRALL—A dollar an acre
was too little. He knew that the land
would be worth from $8 to $30 an acre;
and he spoke from his knowledge of its
value on the Pacific line—through New
braska for instance.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that there
were just two points on which he felb
compelled to make a few observations.
All confessed that we must pass the Bill
in order to carry out in good faith the
engagements of the Dominion with British
Columbia. Even if we had not made those
engagements public opinion was fully
al:ve to the necessity of opening up the
vast country to the North West. He con-
tended that the terms offered by the Bill
were amply sutlicient to provide for the
construction of the line. The natural
characteristics of the route, as compared
with the American line, were entirely in
favor of the Canadian. road. From seven
to eight hundred miles of the American
railway were through the Ameriead
desert. According to the hon. member
from Grandville,{the American subsidy was
£32,000 a mile. Now the Canadian Gov»
ernment gave as # - subsidy—not 58
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& mere loan secured by morigage,—
812,000 in money per mile—supposing the
distance to be 2,500 miles.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST JUST'—
The statement was made elsewhere by Sir
George Cartier that the distance would be
probably 2,700 miles.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL based his state-
ment upon the best authority, and that
was the official report of the Engineer.
The Americans gave some 12,800 acras of
land, whereas we are to grant
20,000 acres a mile, and there could
be no doubt whatever as to 1ts
very superior character. Those lands
were well watered, abounding in mineral
and other resources, and aftording every
advantage to a company who wished to
embark in a profitable uudertakiog.
The money grant and land subsidy to-
gether, therefore, amounted to a value of
$32,000, or a far larger sum when we consid
or the money is not a mere loan, and the
land is greater in quantity and more
valuable for settlement. Companies of the
Weathiest capitalists in the country were
now ready to oome forward and assume
the construction of the road on the terms
offered to them. American capitalists
were also equally ready to emb:rk to-
morrow in the same undertaking. In
view of all these facts it was idle to say
that the Government were to undergo
any risk in legislating for the construction
of & work which entailed no undue bur-
thens on the Dominion, and which would
In the future largely increase the wealth
and prosperity of the whole country. As
respects the remarks made by the hon,
gentlemen on the subject of the Inter.
colonial Railway, he explained that it was
& mistake to say that all the original con-
tractors had broken: down; for a number
Of them, the Messrs. Worthington among
the rest, bad completed or were carrying
on the work inaccordance with their firt
offers. After an experience of four years
the Government were in a position
to say that the cost of the Intercolonial

way would be within the sum original-
¥ estimated by them The Government
been obliged by public opinion to
Acospt the lowest tengers, and had not
n in the same position that private
Sompanies would be had they undertaken
he construction of the road, On the
Whole, however, the work was progressing
Most satisfactorily, and nine-tenths of the
W8 would be . completed before
Sighteen months had pessed away.
Hon. Mr. FERRIER said that he had
n among those who had believed from
the first in the advantages of Confedera.
tion, and he was now proud to knew that
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the results had borne him out. He had
now no hesitation whatever in saying that
the construction of the Canadian Pacific
Railway was absolutely necessary to the
development of our Western territory, and
that Canada could safely enter on its con.
struction under the terms offered by the
Government. The grant of land and
money together was amply sufficient to
induce reliable Canadian capitalists to
engage in the undertaking with every
prospect of carrying it out - successfully.
He calculated the land at a dollar an acre,
and that would give $20,000 a mile; that
sum together with the money subsidy, of
$12 000 would make $32,000, or £8,000
ourrency per mile. Now he had before
him the figures of the cost of the Grand
Trunk Railway, and he found that the
section between Richmond and Quebec,
(and none of the sections exceeded the
cost of that particular one) including land
damages,—an 1mportant item which would
be saved in the case of the Canadian
Pacific -rolling stock, stations, &c., was
£7,000 sterling a mile. In view of this fact,
gentlemen must see that there could be
no dfficu'ty whatever in inducing ocom-
panies to uadertike the construction of
line. The terms of'ered by the Govern-
ment were far more favourable than those
given by the United states; for in the
case of the American Pacific line the loan
granted to it still lay on the road as a first
mortgage. He maintained that not a
single dollar more will be required for the
censtruction of the road than now offered.
Similar predictions of financial embarrass-
ment were thrown out at the commence-
ment of Confederation, but we were never
in a more flourishing condition than at
present. He believed the Canadian
Pacific Railway would be as beneficial to
the development of the Dominion as the
Grand Trunk road had certainly been.
Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD expressed his
gratification at hearing the statements
made by the hon. member from Montreal ;
for they certainly disabused his mind with
respect to the cost of the Grand Trunk,
and proved that that road had been con-
structed more cheaply than most colonial
lines. It was quite clear that after the
legislation of last year we had to passa
bill to this effect. He believed all the
rovisions of the measure were most
avorable to the country, and were quite
sufficient to achieve the object in contem-
plation. The terms, judging from the
remarks made that day, were far more
favourable than those given to the Ameri-
can lines. He congratulated the Govern<
ment on the decision they had arrived at,
to construct the road on a narrow gauge ;
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and that fact alone would lessen the cost
of construction and working. Under all
the circumstances he considered the bill
as decidedly in the interests of the Domin-
ion.

Hon. Mr. RYAN might refer to some
details of the bill in Committee, but he
must say that he thought with respect to
the cost the best plan would be to strlke
an average between the high estimate of
the hon. member for G:andville, and the
very low one of the other gentleman near
him (Mr. Ferrier). The House should re-
collect that the road had to be built in an
entirely wilderness country, that supplies
and labor had to be transported at a large
expense. In the case of the Grand Trunk
it had been built in a populous district.
Iron, too, was vastly enhanced in price.

Hon. Mr. LOCKE said there was little
use discussing the quesiion inasmuch as
the construction of the road was a part of
the agreement made for the admission of
British Columbia.

. Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL regretted to hear
his hon. friend opposite (Hon. Mr.
Letellier de St. Just) convey the impres
sion that this country had in the past
embarked rashly in railway undertak-
ings.,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
explained that he had merely said that
there was a tendency to go beyond the
estimates in public enterprizes.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that there
was no country which had its railways at
a less burthen upon the people than
Canada at the present moment. We had
given a certain sum of moncy to the Grand
Trunk Railway, and & smaller amount in
the case of the Northern Road, but our
total liabilities in connection with railway
enterprizes were insignificant compared
with what they would be had we done as
other dependencies, and guaranteed a
certain amount upon the capital expend-
ed in constructing such works

Hon. Mr, MocDONALD (British Colum-
bia)  expressed his gratitude at
the willingness displayed by the House
to carry out the agreement with British
Columbia in the most perfect good faith
The people of that colony, whilst believing
the railway would be a great advantage to
them, at the same time looked upon 16 as
a grand national undertaking, intimately
connected with the future prosperity of
the whole Dominion. Looking at the
harbors of the East and West, and at the
vast resources of the country lying be-
tween the two oceans. it was easy to see
that the railway would be of incalculable
benefit to the commerce of the Dominion,
He referred to Mr. Fieming's report to

Canadian
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show the strong reasons we had for
building  the  roud, and  then
went on to state he had heard
the remarks of I[{on. Mr. Ferrier
with very great pleasure, as that hon.
gentleman was well understood to be
an excellent authority on matters of rail-
way construction. We all knew that i
these days of enterprize and rapid com-
mercial dvelopement, undertakings which
would not have been dreamed of a quarter
of & century ago were commenoced and
carried out with remarkable rapidity.
kven if we had only half a day’s advans
tage in our favor, the preference would be
given to our line over other routes,
80 great was the demand for despatoh in
the markets of the world. In constructing
the work, we would necessarily bring in &
large population to develope the country
which was now a wilderness, and thereby
increase the wealth of the Dominion from
the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans. The
scheme of uniting the two oceans had
been talked of for a century, but it was
only now that it had assumed a definite
shape, and was likely to become a reality,

Hon. Mr. HOLMES would not discuss
the question, inasmuch as public opinion
was unanimous a8 to the necessity of
goingon with the road.

The Bill was then read a second time.

SECOND READINGS,

The following Bille were read a second
time : -

Bill respecting Wesleyan Methodist
Church in Canada.

Bill incorporating Toronto Corn Ex~
change Association. -

Bill mmcorporating Aocident Insurance
Company.

‘The House adjourned, after receivin,
two Bills from the Commons. B

Fripay, June 7, 1872.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o’clock. .
Bills respecting Canada Agricultural
Insurance Company, Sorel Board of Trade,
Halifax Banking Company, and Levis
Board of Trade, were read a third time
and passed. .
AGRICULTURE.

Senatar WARK made the following mo-
tion, and urged the necessity of stimu-’
lating agriculture by reference to the-
steps taken in that direction in other’
countries. Private enterprize had done
much to improve farming mn Englana;
but our circumstances were different, and
it was best to follow the example of the’
United States. In each State there
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were local boards assisted by grants of
public money. Some years ago, in 1862,
an Aot was passed by Congress to estab-
lish & Department of Agriculture, the
duty ot which is to promote the interests
of agriculture by circulating important
information, ocollecting statistics, disuri-
buting seeds and plants, and so on. The
Commissioner had to make annual reports
and direct and control the expenditure of
money voted by Congress for the promo-
tion ofagriculture. He referred to the
last report of the Department, and showed
how extensive was the staff of the Com-
missioner and the value of the work
that it accomplished. We could not yet
expect to do all that they were doing in
this particular in the United Stites. For
Instance, an Act had been passed to grant
ublic lands for the establishment of col-
ges in each State for the education of
the people in agricultural and scientific
subjects. In Canada we should expect
the Minister of Agiculture to
devote henceforth more attention to an
interest which has never yet received the
consideration it should. = Statistics ought
o be collected with the view of inform-
ing mercantile men and the people gen-
erally as to the state of the crops. He
would also have information, at the same
time, gathered in connection with the fish-
eries. He would also establish & sysiem
of gcientific experiments with the view of
showing causes of exhaustion of the soil,
and otherwise educuiting the people as to
the best mode of farming. He was afraid
that unless the systam of agriculture is
changed inCanada and the United States,
the land in many places will be thoroughly
ruined, and the country impoverished in
the course of time. The exodus of popu~
lation from Quebec to a certain extent
might, be traced to this very cause. The
question was well worthy of the atten
tion of philosophers and statesmen,
Whether we could not arrest this impover-
ishment of the soil. The fisheries of this
country had received more c.nsideration
than the agricultural interess at the hands
of the Government. Commerce was as-
sisted by building canals and improving
navigation. Looking at the large num-
r of persons engaged in agriculture, the
capital embarked in its pursuit, and the
Value of agricultural products, it was time
that the Minister of Agrieulture should
turn his attention to the subject. He
Wwould therefore move
. That the importance of the agrioultural
Interests of the Dominion renders it de-
Sirable that such measures should be
adopted as will enable the Minister of
Agrioulture to make the adyancement of

Agricultral
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that great source of national wealth the
leading object of his Department.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT in seconding the
motion, said that there was no doubt that
the Minister of Agriculture should really
get up some return more interesting to
the farming interest than that he annually
issued. He referred to the census of 1861
to show the importance of the agriculturas
interest as compared with other branches
of industry in this country. He urged
the collection and dissemination of such
information as would promote agriculture.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU referred to the
Agricultural development of the Province
of Quebec and showed that it compared
most favourably with other countries.

Hon. Mr LETELUIER DE ST. JUST
quite agreed as to the importance of the
question, byt it was a mistake to say that
there was an inferior system of agricul-
ture or an inferior soil in Quebec.

Hon. Mr. WARK explained that he said
that 1t was not improbable that many
families had been forced to leave parts of
Quebec as well as the New England States
on account of the soil having been ex-
hausted by an injudicious system of agri~
culture.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
was glad to hear the explanation, and went
on to say that the motion was not suffi-
ciently explicit and appeared to reflect on
the Minister of Agriculture. He thought
the resolution should be more specific, and
define what duties should be undertaken
by the Department.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he
agreed with his hon. friend opposite that
no practical object could be effected by
the passage of the motion. He supposed
that the honourable gentleman had
attained his object by drawing the atten
tion of the House and country to a very
important question, and would not press
his resolution which could at present
have no practical effect, and seemed to
reflect somewhat on the Department. !

Hon. Mr. WARK only wished to strengh-
en the ; hands of the present Minister of
Agriculture, who, he believed trom what
he heard, would endeavor to make the
Department beneficial to the Agricultural
interests of the Dominion. He consented
to withdraw his resolution,

TEA AND COFFEE DUTIES.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the ses
cond reading of the bill to repeal the du-
ties of customs on I'eas and Coffees.

Hon. Mr. RYAN said that he had seen
it stated that the United States Govern-
ment in taking of the duty from tea had

Interests.
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excepted teas imported from any place
eastward of the Cape of Good Hope.

lon Mr. CAMPBELL said the bon.
gentleman with his usual accuracy had
stated the fact. The Government were
considering the matter and would be pre-
pared to deal with it.

FRAUDULENT MARKING,.

Hon Mr. CAMPBELL moved second
reading of the bill from the House of
Commons with respect to fraudulent mark-
ing of merchandize, almost a transcript of
the English law on the same subject.
Carried,

PRINTING,

Hon. Mr. LOCKE moved adoption of
fifth report of the Joint Committee on
Printing, ordering printing of certain
public documents, &o. Carried.

CANADIAN PACIFIC R, R.

House then went into Committee on the
Bill respecting the Canadian Pacific R- R.

Hon. Mr. BENSON in the Chair.

An amendment was made, on motion of
Hon. Mr. RYAN, to the 3rd clause.

Committee rose and reported.

The report was adopted, and the Bill
was read tbird time and passed.

DUAL REPRESENTATION.

Bill from the House of Commons respect-
ing Dual Representation was made Order
of the Day for Monday, as it was not print-
ed in French.

BOARD OF TRADE.,

Bill from the House of Commons incor-
porating St. John Board of [rade was read
second time and referred to Committee
on Standing Orders and Private Bills

A large number of Bills were received
from House of Commons.

House adjourned until Saturday even-
ing, at half-past seven.

Saturpay 8th June, 1872,

ol ‘The Speaker took the chair at eight
o'clock.

BILLS OF EXCHANGE, &c.

Hon. Mr. DICKSUON moved the second
reading of the Act to amend the law re-
lutin%to Bills of Exchsnge and Promis-
sory Notes.

Hon, Mr. BUREAU objected to the bill
as in violation of general usage and law of
the mercantile community.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL  explained
that he had conceived . the same
ideas with respect to the bill, but
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upon enquiry he found that the
bill was not so objectionable in the parti-
culars supposed.

It was agreed at his suggestion to read
the bill a second time, and refer it to the
Committee on Banking Commerce, and
Railways, who could consider its merits.

Business

PRIVATE BILLS.

Hon. Mr. DICKSON reported tavorably
for the Committec on Standing Orders and
Private Bills, on the Bills incorporating Ac-
cident Insurance Company of Canada; in-
corporating Missionary Society ot the
Wesleyan  Methodist in  Canada,
incorporating St. John Board of Trade;
all of which were read a third time and
passed.

FRAUDULENT MARKING,

The Housa went into Committee of
the whole, Hon. Mr. McDONALD in the
chair, and passed the bill with respect to
fraudulent marking of merchandize.

The Committee rose and reported
progress—

Hon Mr. RYAN having raised ' some
doubts us to the operations of the bill,

RAILWAY BILL,

On motion of the Hon. Mr. OLLVIER the
House agreed to the amendments made
by the Commons to the bill respecting
the Quebec Frontier Railway. The ill
was then read a third time and passed.

SECOND READINGS.

The following Bills from the House of
Commons were read a second time :

Ontario Shipping and Farwarding Com-
pany Bill.—Hon. Mr AIKINS.

Chatham Board of Trade Bill.—Hon.
Mr. BENSON.

Anticosti Company incorporation Bill.—
Hon. Mr. PRICE.

Manitoba Bank Incorpo ation Bill—Hon.
Mr. GIRARD.

Polling Districts in Inverness, Nova
Scotia Division Bill—Hon. Mr. CAMP-
BELL.

St. Lawrence International Bridge Bill,
—Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON.

Montreal Telegraph Company extension
Bill.— Hon. Mr. RYAN.

Superior Bank of Caaada incorporation
Bill.-Hon Mr. CAMPBELL.

Coteau and Province Line Railway Bill.—
Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR.

St. Clair River Railway Bridge and
Tunnel Bill —Hon. Mr BENSON,

Voters Lists tor Elections in Nova Scotia
Revisal Bill.—Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL.

The House then adjourned.
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'The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock.
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BILLS.

Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, from Committee
on Banking, Commerce and Railways, re.
ported favorably on Bills: An Act to in-
corporate the River St. Clair Railway
Bridge and Tunnel Company.

An Act to incorporate the Coteau and
Province Line Railway and Bridge Com-
pany. )

An Act to incorporate the Superior
Bank of Canads.

An Act to extend the Powers of the
Montreal Telegraph Company.

An Act to incorporate the Anticosti
Company.

An Act to incorporate the St. Lawrence
International Bridge Company.

An Act to incorporate the Detroit River
Railway Bridge Company.

An Act to incorporate the Ontario Ship-
ping and Forwarding Company.

Aﬁl these Bills were read a third time
and pa-sed. '

Hon. Mr. DICKSON, from Committee
on Standing Uiders and Private Bills, re-
ported favourably on Bills:

An Act to. incorporate the Toronto
Corn Exchange Association. _

An Act to incorporate the Montreal and
Chatham Board ot Trade.

An Act to change the name of District
Permanent Building Society of Montreal.

These Bills were read a third time and
passed.

DUAL REPRESENTATION.

Hon. Mr. BUTSFURD moved the second
reading of the Bill from the the House of
Commons, with respect to Dual Repre-
sentation in Parliament. In making the
motion he said that he thought the prin-
ciple established by the Legislatures of
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia with re-
spect to dual representation—that the
Local Legislatures should be freed from
any direct connection with Parliament
—was correct and judicious. He was not
aware of any change of opinion in the
Province of New Brunswick on the
subject. Under these circumstances
he was favorable to the Bill.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
said that he objected to the bill, because
it was partial in its operation, and he be-
lieved unconstitutional in character. He
did not understand why the Provinces of
Quebec, British Columbia, and Manitoba
should be exempted from its provisions,
whilst it applied to Nova Scotia, New
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Brunswick, and Ontario. He was con~
vinced that the members of the Govern-
ment themselves would never have
brought in a measure of such a character.

Represetation.

' Tt did not effect—a-~ should be the.tens

dency of all legislation of pParliament—an
agsimilation but actually a division of
powers—for it sought to give to some what
wa~ not extended to other Provinces. If
there was to be no dualily of representa-
tion, let the Parliament pass a general
law applicable to all the Provinces, and
he would give it atavorable consideration,
but he looked upon the bill as embodying
a wrong and partial principle. He was
even prepared 10 doubt the constitution-
ality of the measure, inasmuch as it w.s
outside of our constitution to pass an Act
which related to arrangements made by
an inferior legislative power. ln fact,
Parliament was asked by the bill to dele~
gate to an inferior authority the comple.
tion of a law. ['he constitution pus into
the hands of Parliament the sovereign
ower of controlling the representation of
itself, but now they were asked to make it
subordinate to the legislation of a Local
Legislature. In this connection he re-
ferred to eminent American authorities to
show that the bill was an infringe-
ment of the constitutional rights
of Parliament, and called upon the
Government to consider the question care-
fully before allowing it to proceed further.
He did not wish to see personal or pri-
vate legslation introduced into the
Houses, and it was notorious to every one
that the present bill was open to such an
imputation. Whilst the bill concurred
with the local enactments passed in New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, it did not
agree with the law passed 1 Ontario,
where the local legislature had limited the
time when the duality shall come into
operation. It was well known that the
object of the bill was to strike a blow at
two pruminent men in another branch,
and he must express his strong disap-
proval of such personal legislation. When
three provinces, representing three-fitths
of the population of Canada, had declared
against dual representation it was the
duty of the Government to bring in a
measure which will not be personal in its
nature, but geveral in it operation. The
second clause was a very extraordinary
one for it gave great power to a person
who might be the mere tool of a Govern-
ment and disposed touse his authority
unjustly and arbitrarily. “I'he returning
officer could strike off a1 the votes of a
candidate, and in fact exercise judicial
power. It he was a strong partisan he
was in & position to suit his party ends as
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he wished. This was a bill which ought
to be considered carefully by the Senate
and rejected as injurious to the publicin-
terests. It was for the Semate, which
should be under the influence of cool and
moderate counsels, to prevent any unjust
measure which had passed the lower
branch from becoming the law of the
land. It was for Parliament to declare
who shall sit in its own body ; the local
legislatures had the right to arrange its
own representation ; but he did not wish
to see Parliament going beyond 1its func-
tions and passing legislation, neither equi-
tablein ite operations nor constitutional
in its provisions

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that in
approaching the discussion of the question
every member of the Senate must be
anxious to take no step which would
touch the rights and privileges ot the other
branch of the Legislature. All remember-
ed when a Bill affecting the Senate had
been introduced elsewhere a large major-
ity upheld the rights and privileges of that
branch, The members of the Senate
occupied a very different position from
those in the other House. 'The Senators
were appointed for lifs, if a disability
attached to them it was tor life. There
was no reason whatever why a member
occupying a seat for lifa should be debarr-
ed from all oftices of honor under the
Crown. He did not think any member
should be cut off frym such position ; the
non. member for Montreal (Hon. Mr.
Ryan) had acted as Commissioner to the
West Indies and no one surely could say
that he was thereby disqualified from con-
tinuing in the upper branch. He was
quite sure that gentlemen in the Senate
would be equally reluctant to interfere in
any way with thé rights and privileges of
the lower House. The present bill reterr-
ed exclusively to the circumstances under
which the House of “ommons had decided
members should sit in that body, and he
for one was not disposed to interfere with
legislation which it was the exclusive
privilege of that bra=ch to pass. If the
suggestion of the hon memter for Grand
ville was adopted and the Senate should
interfere with the rights and qualifications
of the Commons then an invitation was ex-
tended to the latter to pursue the same
eourse in relation to the Upper House.
He did not conmsider the constitutional
argument of the hon. gentleman as sound
or tenatle. That hon. gentleman had
.attacked the bill as unconstitutional and
then went on to ray that he would not

~object it 1t were made applicable to Que-
bec and the other Provinces . but he
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seemed to forget that even were it so0 the
constitutional difficulty would remain.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
explained that he contended that the
Parliament of the Dominion had a right
to declare who shall be elected to the
House, by a general law, without interfer-
ing with the Local Legislatures.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL went on to say
that Parlinment was not governed by the
rules which were laid down by the constitu-
tion of the United States—~not by doctrines
applicable to the relations between the
Federal Government and the different
States—but by the Constitutional Act of
1867, which said in direct English that
Parliament had full power to legislate
upon the subject. He did not understand
why a man should not say distinctly before
he became a candidate for Parliament,
whether he had resigned his seat in the
other legislature, especially when there
was an act of that legislature preventing
him from sitting in both. Whyshould the
country be put to the expense and incon-
venience of what might be a mere sham
elect:on ? The hon. member had stated
that the bill was aimed at two gentlemen
in the otier branch, an tried t» connect
the Government with its ipitiation, He
ought not to make such an assertion after
the statement positively made elsewhere,
that the Bill was introduced without the
knowledge, or consultation with the Gov-
ernment. The same gentleman (Mr.
Costigan) had brought forward a similar
bill last session. The hon. gentleman op-
posite forgot that the measure would not
affect merely the seats of two, but of sev-
eral gentlemen in the House of Commons.
It was urged that extraordinary power was
given to the Returning Officer, but it was
now the law that the votes of a disquali-
tied candidate could be struck off The
bill was only intended to apply to those
Provinces which, by their own free will,
bad legislated on the question, and he
could not see any reason why it should nat
be passed by the House.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT said that he had
always been in favor of Dual Representa-
tion, and had not seen anything since
1867 to induce him to change his opinion.
He was not in favor of changing the legs-
lation of OUntario—1t would be ar improper
interference with the Local Legislature.

Hon. Mr, CHRISTIE said that he failed
to di-cover that the Postmaster General
had answered the argument of the hon.
member from Grandville who had declared
that the bill was unconstitutional because
it made the legislation of Parliament con-
tingent on the action of the Local Legls-
lature. The hon. gentlethen had aaid

Representation.
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that the American authorities quoted by
- the hon. member from Grandville had no
relation to the subject, inasmuch as they
referred to republican institutions. Now
the principles of American legislation were
based on principles of British legislation—
they were essentially the same. The Pro-
vincial l.egislatures in relation to the Fe-
deral Parliament might be compared with
the State Legislatures in relation to Con-
gress. Ihe hon. gentleman here read
trom the authorities quoted by hon, Mr.
Letellier de St, Just, to show that they
were exactly in point, and then went on
to say that the precise effect of the bill
ought to be declared in plain English—
that any persons in New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, and Ontario shall not sit in the
House of Commons if they are disqualified
by the act of the Local Legislature, but
that nevertheless persons similarly situ-
ated, trom Manitoba, British Columbis,
and Quebec, shall be eligible to sit in the
general Parliameni. He considered it
perfectly legitimate for the Senate to
reject the bill if it should deem sucha
couse advisable notwithstanding what the
Postmaster General had said against
any interference with the rights of the
other House. The Senate was one of the
Estates of the Dominion, and all measures
had to come under its supervision; and he
for one was not willing to see that branch
become a mere cypher, a mere recording
body. He held it one of the special duties
of an Upper Chamber that it should in-
terfere with any measure that was partial
and personal in its character. He found
that there were in the House ot Commons
four members of the local Government
and thirteen members of the local legisla-
ture of the Province of Quebec. Two
members of the Legislative Council of
Quebec were in the Senate. The Speaker
of that body was also a member of the
Legislature of that Province. Referring
to the Province of Manitoba he found that
one member of the Local Assembly was in
the Senate, and two members of the same
body were in the House of Commons,
This state of things was noi interfered
with, but when we came to the Province
of Untario, the case was very different—
the members, of the Local Legislature are
not to have the right to sit in Parliament.
So far as Ontario was concerned, the Bill
went further than the Legislature of that
Province contemplated when it passed its
looal Act,and that fact of itself showed con-
clusively that Parliament was now asked to
step beyond its jurisdiction and interfere
unnecessarily in local legislation. He ob-
jected most emphatically to giving judicial
- power to the returning officer, as provided

15
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for under the bill—a power not given him
by any other statute ever passed. If the
returning officer acted unjustly what re-
dress would the candidate have?

Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL said that he
could petition, and have the case examin:
ed by the Committee on contraverted
elections.

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE said that he could
not appear before the Committee, for it
might be that he was not even recognized
as a candidate—he might not even
be nominated. Such a case was very
likely to happen, there had been cases of
returning officers actually returning them-
selves. He was opposed to dual repre-
sentation, but he certainly could not sup«
port a measure which was at once partial
and unconstitutional in character.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that when
the subject of dual representation came
up in the legislature of New Brumswick,
unlike his hon. friend behind him (Mr.
Wilmot) he had been in favor of the policy
which was then adopted by that body. He
was not going to question the propriety
of the course pursued by the legislatures
of Qunebec, Manitoba, or British Columbia,
but he was clear on this point, that if one
Province of the Dominion chose to adopt
the policy of abolishing dual representa-
tion it was only right that Parliament
should as far as possible carry out the
wishes of the majority in that Province.
He thought the constitutional point raised
by the Opposition to the measure had been
fully answered by the remarks of the
Hon. Postmaster General. This legisla-
tion, now asked for, was not dependent
upon a contingency—upon the legislation
of the Province. If the bill contained a
provision that the Act ~hould not go into
cperation until something was done by
the Legislature of Ontario, then it might
be considered a contingent legislation.
He found that in three of the Provinces a
policy had been lad down by the legisla-
ture as to the men who should sit in the
Assemblies, and the present law was in-
tended toapply to that state of things—
to carry out the spirit and intention of the
local, statutes. ‘T'he hon. member who
last spoke (Mr. Christie) had said tha} he
knew of no statute where a judicial power
was given t0 a returning officer as was the
case in the bill. Now by reference to the
legislation of New Brunswick 1t would be
jound that there was alaw on the statute
book, iu which the Returning Ufficer had
the power given him to declare a candi-
date disqualified to be voted for or re-
turned in case he did not place s
declaration of qualitication in the
hands of the former within a certain

Representation,
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time, Asa member of the Government ; posite professed.s great indifterence, .they
he denied most emphatically having [ oertainly displayed a large amount of earn-
mitiated any legislation with the view of | estness — in fact, excitement, — whilst
aftecting the seats of particular gentlemen | discussing the question. o

in the other branch. The Goverpment  Hon. Mr. MIYCHELL said that the Gov-
had not, directly or indirectly, inspired | ernment discussed that measure.as they.
the measure, they had simply dealt with ' did all public acts with earnestness; but
it a8 they dealt with every question which | they did not instigate the Bill. y

came betore them, as public men bound | Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUSI
to give every subject their most careful = contended that the Bill was only establish-
oonsideration. He, for one, would be | ing partial legislation, and that the  duty
sorry to-see the gentlemen in question ex- | of the Senate was clearly to reject it. .He"
cluded from Parliament, as 1t was advi- ; did not understand the argument of. the
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sable to have in that body the best men
we ocould have. As respects the probabi-
ity of an injustice being done to a candi-
date by & returning ofticer, it must be
borne in mind that he had his right of
appeal to a Committee of the House.

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE—How can a per-
son who is declared ineligible to appear
as a candidate come before a committee—
he 18 not recognized ?

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—Every pergon
has the right of petitioning Parliament
ana asking for redress. If a candidate
was improperly excluded by the return.
ing officer he could petition Parliament
and obtsin a remedy, [Ihe bill was no
interference with local legislation, the
Parliament simply defined its own rights
and expressed its wishes with respect to
its own representation. He referred to
the Klection Law to show that the reject-
ed candidate had a right to appear before
the Committee of the House. - Under any
circumetances, he contended it was not
unusual to legislate for one province dif-
ferently from another. The ballot was
still in operation in New Brunswick,
whilst open voting was retained in Que-
beo and Ontario.

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER pEjSr. JUST—
The Government did not find themselves
strong enough to bring in a general mex-
sure respecting the mode of conducting
elections.

Hen. Mr. MITCHELL —The Government
prufessed to govern in accordance with the
‘‘well understood wishes of the people.”
The Government would not attempt to in
terfere with those rights and privileges to
which the people of a Province professed

-an attachment. No one denied that the
Senate should criticize and deal with every
measure that came up from the other
braneh; but what the Hon. Postmaster
General urged was that the Senate should
not imberfere unduly with a measure of a
speeial character, aflecting the interests
and privileges of gentlemen in the Com~
mons.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST

said that whilst the hon, gentlemen op-

Hon Postmaster General, that the Senate
:_hould not interfere with such a . ques.
100. e .
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL had only. referre 1
to the expediency or propriety of imter-
fering with a measure of tgat kind. )
Hon, Mr. LELELLIER DE ST. JUSL
said that the application of the.. elective
Erincxple to the old Legislative Caquncil
ad been mooted in the House of Assems
bly, He did not ses why the Sepate
should not declare what wag hest for, the
general welfare of the country.. The Gov-
ernment were aware that .the .bill was
partial and exceptional in its character.
Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL—The Govern-
ment know notbing of thekind. -, .
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUSI'—
Well the pressof the country had.revealed
the motive at-the bottom of the measure.
Hon. Mr. MoLELAN said that the Legis-
lature of OUntario went as.far as it could. to
declare against dual representation, but it
could not, define the qualifications of &
candidate for the House of Comuons, and
therefore it.was left for. Parliament. to
perfeot the legislation..on the. questisn.
He referred to the practical workings.of a
similar measure in Nova Scotia to illus-
trate some of the effests of the BilL,... ..,
Hon, Mr. REESOR said that.it .was no
a matter of surprize that the Minister.of
Justice had not voted for the Bill, for,he
must have had his doubts as to its con-
stitutionality. By reference to, tha Cons
stitutional Act it. would beseenthal . the
Loosl Legisiatures, bad . exclugive , juris-
diction over the property.. and givil ri
of the Province. It was obvious ,that it
was an -interterance with such. rights to
tell them that they .should not.seand he
candidate they chase 1o the House . of
Commons. A question  might also., be
raised as to the propriety of having one
person elected. for two opnstituencies, and
-allowing him subsequently {0 select..hus
seat. Tnat privilege which . had.:existed
from time - immemorial .was more eggra:
ordinary t.hul;e the Qex;e ;d% wouldallow.
one person. .being. eleoted. for twa Legiela-
tures. He had heen .always ppposed to
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interference with the rights of the people,
and believed they should exercise the
privilege of electing men to both Legis-
latures; for he velieved there would be
many cases where such a provision would
be neficial to the public interests,
The present Bill went still further
than  the law of Ontario, and
limited the selection of a candidate by a
constituency. If a constituency favored a
paricufar candidate for the House of
Commons, he could be elected under the
law of Ontario as it now stands, hut if the
Bill was ed then he must first resign
his seat in the Untario Legislature. If he
was not returned, then the country would
I6se the bénefit of his services altogether:
Hon. Mr. McMASTER said that the Gov-
ernment repudiated all comnection with
the Bill, but it was & remarkable fact that
thé géntleman who proposed the same
messure last year was opposed by them,
while this séssion they pursued an entirely
different course. The warmth displayed
by members of the Government in discuss.
ing the question showed how rauch inter-
est they took in the matter. It would be
remefhbered that the late Premier of - On-
tario strongly opposed the rejection of the
ringiple of dual representation, but pub-
ic opinion beoame 20 strong at last that
he wasg forced to:yield to the extent of
providing that the members of the Local
Govertiment should not be elected to seats
it the Dominion Parlisament. When the
present - Premier of Ontario came into
power he brought in a measure stipulating
that dual representation should be abolizh-
od, but-it was not to go into operation
untjl the new Parliament was elected.
Under that Bill no member of the Loecal
Lagisiature, whether connected with the
Government or not, could sit in the Com-
mons, but until Parliament met the mem-
bers of the Local Government could retain
thair seats in the Local Legislature—they
Mmight remain there for oue session, in
faot, . Now the present bill set aside thit
adt, and he would not vote for it inasouch
a8 it wag, in his opinion, a most unwar-
rantable interference with the rights of
the Local Legislatures. - :

‘Holp. Mr. BUREAU only wished to add
‘s fow vofnarks t0 show the imperfections
of the Bill. The ‘provision giving power to
the returning officer was without prece-
dent, and ‘must have the most injurious
Tesults, Power was given to that officer
to'* decide,” withont appeal, if a candi-
date' is eligible 'of not in the sense of
thé ‘Bil1, - The firsk section stated ‘that
no'person shall be eligibte to or capable
of betrg nominated for the House of Comn-
Wbhs; #fon the day of nondination he is &
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member of the Legislative Council or
Assembly of any Province where .dual re-
presentatian has been abolished. Now
suppose 2 member of one of these Local
Legislatures should place his resignation
in the hands of the Speaker, as is the
custom, in order to qualify himself to ap-
pear as a candidate for the Federal Pars
liament, and suppose the Returning
Ufticer thought proper to ignore or pretend,
to ignore such a resignation. Would 1t
not be possible for an uascrupulous Re-
turning Officer to deny the authenticity or
legality of this resignation? The expe
rience of the past ought to put us on our
guard, What authority was proposed to
regulate the dispute between the Return-:
ing Officer and the candinate inquestion ?
On a matter of such grave moment it was
not even proposed to allow the same pro-
tection which the humblest person was
able to demand at the hands of the
tribunals of the Dominien. Yet the Gov-
ernment were willing to assume the re-
sponsibility of such dangerous legislation.
In fact, if we examined the arbitrary pros
visions of the bill, with the Act providing
for the independence of Parliament, any
one must be convinced of the truth of his
assertions. The Aot set forth that ne.
one shall be eligible or shall take his seat:
or vote, if - he shall be disqualified «veords:
ing to the Act. 'I'hese were also the same
terms used by the Legislature of Ontarie-
during its last session. Is the Returning
Officer, in either case, constitutea the sole
judge. No. Yet the Government om
the eve of a - general election .sup.
ported a measure 80 novel and
impolitic. The Hon. Postmaster Gene-.
ral had said the Vbill would saye
expense, but that wasan error ; for.should.
it happen that the returning officers
should be summoned to the barof the
Chamber, every day devoied to the ne~
cessary enquiry would entail & heavy ex-
pense, and retard the progress of legisla.
tion. In whatever lLight he coneidered
the Bill, he saw reason to regret that it
was introduced ; butin any case it ought
to be amended 80 as to take away from
the returning officer a power which -ought
only to be exercised by the Legislature or
the regularly constituted tribunals for the
trial of contested elections. ;
Hon Mr. WARK objected to the power
given to the returning officer as extraor-.
nary, and likely to lead to abuses. He
wished to see our legislation of universal
application, not partial in its operations,
as would be the case with the present
measure should it become law. le was
not opposed to dual representation. and
' had always entertained the same opinion..

Representation.
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He thought the Parliament should not
deal hastily with the question, but wait
until we had more experience of the prac-
tical results of the working of the new
system. He pointed out the expense
and inconvenience that a candidate
coming from Nova Scotia or New Rruns-
wick would be subject to in case he had to
appear before an Election Committee, 1f
the Government had brought in a bill to
have a trial in the Province itself the case
might be difterent.

Hon, Mr. SUTHERLAND was unwilling
to vote without expressing his opinion
that the measure was objectionible
to him. It appeared to him that
the Bill was intended to steal
a march on the Legislature of Ontario, and
he did not believe that was the proper
time or legitimate way of dealing
with the matter. He was not opposed to
a general measure, but he could not vote
for a Bill so partial in character.

The question of concurrence being put
the Housedivided and the names being
called for they weretaken down as
follows :

Contents.—Hon, Messieurs Aikins, Ar-
mand, Benson, Botsford, Burnham, Camp-
bell, Currall, Chapais, Cornwall, Dickson,
Dumouchel, Ferrier, Foster, Girard, Ham.
ilton, (Kingston), Holmes, Lacoste, Leslie,
MQC{elan, cLelan, Macdonald, Mitchell,
Odell, Panet, Perry, Read, Ryan, Shaw,
—28. :

Non-Contents.—Hon. Messieurs Bluke,
Bureau, Chaffers, Christie, Cormier, Iklint,
Guevremont, Leonard, Letellier de St. Just,
MoMaster, Malhoit Olivier, Price, Reesor,
Seymour Simpson. Sutherland, Wark,
Wilmot.—19.

So it was resolved in the aflirmative,
and

Thesaid Bill was then read a second
time accordingly.

AFTER RECESS.

The following Bills were read second
time :— -

Banque Ville Marie incorporation Bill.
(Hon. Mr. Letellier de St. Just )

Immigratioa Act Amendment Bill.
(Hon. Mr. Campbell.)

Capada Improvement Company Bill-
[Bon, Mr. Ryan.)

North Western Trading Company Bill,
(Hon. Mr. Benson.)

Ottawa Vaudreuil, and Montreal Ruilway
Eill. (Hon. Mr. Flint.)

Canada Central Railway amendment
Bili. (Hon, Mr. Benson.)

Public Works Act deubts removal Bill.
Hon, Mr. Campbell.)
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Charlotte County Comissionners of Pilots
Bill (Hon. Mr. Compbell.)

Hudson’s Bay Company Loan amend-
ment Bilt. (Hon. Mr. Campbell.)

Hafifax Harbor Master’s apppointment
Bill. (Hon. Mr. Mitchell.)

Nova =cotia Shipping of Seamen Bill,
(Hon. Mr. Mitchell.)

Bridges Bill. (Hon, Mr. Campbell.)

St Lawrence and Ottawa Railway Bill.
(Hon Mr Macpherson.)

The House went into Committee and
passed :

Fraudulent marking of merchandize
Bill. (Hon. Mr. Campbell.); also Polling
Districts in Inverness, Nova Scotia Divi-
sion Bill. (Hon Mr Campbell); also Vo-
ters Lists lor Elections in Nova Scotia Re-
vised Bill. (Hon Mr Campbell.)

These three bills were passed and sent
back to Commons.

A number of bills were received from the
Commons. '

The House then adjourned.

Representation,

Tuespay, June 11, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock.
BILLS.

Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, from Committee
on Banking, Railways and Commerce, re
ported up the Bill with respect to Bills of
Exchange and Promissory Notes, with
amendment, adopting the law of mer-
chants which prevails everywhere.

Also, bills to amend the St. Lawrence
and Ottawa Railway Act.,

To incorporate Banque Ville Marie,

To grant additional powers to the Mon-
treal and Ottawa Railway Company.

To incorporate Camada Improvement
Company.

These bills were read a third time and
passed.

Hon. Mr. DICKSON, from Commitiee
on Standing Orders and Private Bills, re-
ported favorably on petitions of Angus
Morrison and others ; and of Dominion
Trust Company.

CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS,

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR presented a report
from the Committee on Coustingent Ac-
counts. Adopted,

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES,

Hon. Mr. RYAN made the motion of
which he had given notice on a previous
day : That an humble Address Le present-
ed to His Excellency the Governor
Geeneral, praying that (during the interval
between the dissolution of the present
and the assembling of a new Parliamient),
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steps may be taken by the appointment of
& commission ot enquiry or otherwise, to
obtain such full and correct information as
ay enable the Government to submit to
Parliament at its next session, a Bill or
Bills, providing -

1st. One uniform system of weights and
measures throughout the Dominion.

2nd. The purchase and maintenance at
convenient places of accurate and reliable
standards of length, weight and capacity,
including standards for the measurement
of gas,

3rd. A regular and general inspection
of all weights and measures throughout
the Dominion.
. The hon. gentleman stated that the sub
Ject had oocupied the attention of the
House for some time. In 1870 a special
committee wasappointed to make enquiry
into the subject of coins, and weights
and measures throughout the Dominion.
That Committee made a report which was
adopted by the Senate, and after detailing
certain circumstances stated that they were
‘¢ of opinion that no time should be lost in
establishing by law & uniform system of
weights and measures throughout the
Dominion. The duty of mitiating legis
lation on a subject of such importance
necessarily devolves upon the Govern-
ment, and the Committee are of opion
that another session should not be allowed
to pass without a measure being submitted
to Parliament.”” Two measures were sub-
mitted to Parliament, one of which estab-
lished the metric system. Another mea-
sure dealing with the general subject of
weights and measures, and approaching
the organization of a uniform system was
also submitted, but when it came to be
considered, it was not considered suffi.
ciently perfect, and the Government ac-
cordingly withdrew it. He did not think
that the country had lost anything by the
withdrawal of that measure inasmuch as
Blnce that time great progress has been
made in (reat Britain towards establishing
the best system of weights and measures.
A Royal Commission had been sitting now
for tive years, and their measure was about
Complete. They had already published
five voluminous reports, including also the
Subject of measurement of gas. ''he mea-
Sure, however, was not yet before the
Imperial Parliament, though there was no
doubt it wonld be there during the pre-
Sent session. Under these circumstances
1t appeared to him that when the suhject
Wag considered of such importance, that it

emanded the attention of a Commission

“*Ouagqsed of the most eminent men, in.
cluding the Astronomer Royal, the Gov~
erament in this couniry ought to take

Routine
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time before the meeting of Parliament
to prepare a measure which will satisfy the

Business.

people.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that
the Government would consent to
the motion. The question  had

already occupied the attention of the Gov-
ernment, but there were considerable
difficulties in the way arising out of the
difterent practices in the diflerent Pro-
vinces, A new Parliament, no doubt,

‘would be called upon to deal with the

question.

The motion was amended, at the sug-
gestion of Hon. Mr. Letellier de St. Just,
tuo add water metres.

SECOND READINGS,

The following bills were read asecond
time :—

Dominjon Trust Company’s Bill —(Hon.
Mr. Aikibs.)

Manitoba Insurance Company Bill—
Hon. Mr. Girard.)

Western Assurance Company Amend-
ment Bill —(Hon. Mr. Macpherson.)

Patents of Invention Bill—(Hon. Mr.
Campbell.)

Imperial Guarantee and Loan Society
Bill—(Hon. Mr. Macpherson )

DUAL REPRESENTATION,

The House then went into Committee
on the Bill witi respect to Dual Reprosen-
tation,

Hon. Mr. BENSON in the chair,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
moved an amendment, making the Bill
applicable to all the Provinces,

Hon. Mr. BU I'SFORD said that this was
intended as a side wind to destroy the
bill. The New Brunswick members had no
desire to interfere with the other Pro-
vinces—they should be allowed to deal
with the question as they should think
proper.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
said that the intention was only to give
a wider scope to the bill,

Hon. Mr. GIRARD contended that the
principle embodied in the amendment was
unconstitutional ; the people of the Pro-
vinces in question ought first to be allowed
to express their own opinions on the sub,
Jject.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, 1n reply to the
statement that the legislation was personal,
stated one of the gentlemen in the other
branch who were to be affected, had else-
where suggested the amendment which
made the Bill applicable to Ontario, and
actually voted for it. )

. The question was put and the motion ’
0nt.
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Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
proposed another amendment. That after
the first clause the following proviso be
added : Provided that the Act will not in-~
terfére with or invalidate in any way what-
ever with the provisions or enactments of
an Act passed by the Legislature of
Ontario at its last Nession, chapter 4, en-
titléd, ** An Act to render members of the
Hotise of Commons ineligible as members
of the Local Legislatures of Untario.”

Hon. Mr. BOUTSFORD said that he must
oppose the ameéndment, ind expressed his
surprize that an attempt should be made
to defeat the wishes of the House of Com-
mons with respect to a matter concerning
their own rights and privileges.

The motion was lost on division.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST, JUST
proposed another amendment againat the
cl%ll'lge respecting Returning Officers.

e Committee rose and reported the
Bill without amendment.

Hon. Mr. BUREAU moved that the Bill
be referred back to committee to amend
it-s0 as to provide that the Returning
Officers shall have under it only the same
duties and powers as are now imposed
upon them by law.

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE
amendment.

On a division the amendment was lost
by the following vote : Contents 13 ; Non
Contents 25,

The Bill was then read a third time on
division.

seconded the

IMMIGRATION.

Hou-e again went into Committee on
the [mmigration Bill,

Hon. Mr, McMASTER in the chair, and
passed it with an amendment. Commit-
tee rose and report was adopted.

The Bill was then read a time and pass-
ed,

: BILLS.

Fbllowing Bills also went through Com-
mittee, and were read a third time and

pagaed :—

Nova Scotia Shipping of Seamen Bill—
(Hon, Mr. Mitchell.)

Bridges Bill—¢ion. Mr. Campbell )

Tea and Coffee Duties Bill—(Hon. Mr.
Camprell) S

Anticosti Incorporation Bill—(Hon. Mr
Prige.) .

Halifax Harbor Master’s Bill—(Hon. Mr.
Muichsll.) .

Hudson’s Bay Co. Loan Bill—(Hon. Mr.
Campbell.)

Immigration Act Amendment Bill- (Hon
Mr, Campbell,)
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Public Works Act doubts removal Bill—
(Hon. Mr. Campbell.) '
Charlotte County Commissioners of .
Pilots Bill—(Hon. Mr. Campbell.)

SECOND SITTING.

NEW BRUNSWICK SCHOOL SYSTEM.

Hon. Mr. WARK—I feel that nothing
but the importance ot the subject ahont
which [am about to ask a question can ex-
cuse me for trespassing on the attention
of the House at the present time. Those
who have read the discussion in the press
and elsewhere on the Educational Aot of
New Brunswick must feel the conviotion
that there is a prevaleut opinion tuat -the
legislature of that provinoce has been
guilty of an act of injustice to a portion of
the people. Iam as conversant with the
whole legislation of that province as any
person in this Parliament, and, therefore,
I feel, reading these articlesand speeches,
that I should explain the real facts of the
case. I would refer especislly to one
paragraph, a translation in the Wilness
from La Minerve, which contains these
words :—* The vote of Wednesday affects
in a serious manner the feelings we have
entertained towards men who owe to us
almost all the positions they ocoupy. We
cannot forget that these men of New
Brunswick and Nova Sootis, at present
Ministers by favor of the Conservative
party of Ontario and Quebes, belong to
the so-called Liberal school; and their
present conduct foroes us to oomsider-
théir alliance as the saddest of political
necessities, They haveinflicted'on us an-
odious injustice at this time. Let: them:
reat assured that henceforth we shall look
forrevenge tothe day when we shall nss
them out ot the door.”” Now I believe
this extract is taken from a respectable
paper, those words certainly could only
have been penned under the influence of
wounded feelings, under the belief -that a
deep injury had been done to the writer's
co-religionists. It i3 understood that
what we called special grants have been
made for educational purposes for a great
number of years, but the origin of these
grants is not generally known. In -the
province of New Brunswick, when first es-:
tablished as & separate province, as was
the case in most colonies, the governimg
class was chiefly, or almost exclusively,

| members of the Church of England. I

could not give a better proof of this than
by referring to the fact that when I ent:
ered public life, 30 years ago, the whole
Executive Council, the whole Legislative
Council, with two exceptions, ‘and the’
‘njembers of the House of Aésembly, with
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thirteen exoeptions, members of that
church. In the province the necessity of
education for the better classes was
felt at an eatly period. A college
was incorporated by a colonial charter
about the begicningof the present cen-
tury. It had grants of lands for its endow-
ment as well as grants of money. in 1828
& royal charter was granted, and provided
that the Bishop of the Diocese, and for
the time being should be the Visitor. The
Archdeacon was the President, and the
Council was to be composed of persons
whe should subscribe to the 39 articles of
the Church of England. This state of
things was not satisfactory to many persons,
but at that time the friends of the institu-
tion contended that the Legislature could
not alier or amend aroyal charter. In the
course of time denominations commenced
to eome in and ask for grants to provide
for education for those in whom they were
interested. The Baptists got a grant of
£200 which was subsequently increased to
£1,000, and latterly to £1,200. 'The Wes-
leyans got £360 for a Male Academy, and
subsequently for a Female Academy, they
obtained £1,200. At a later period the
Congregationalists and the - Presbyterians
came in and got grants. In connection
with the University there was another in.
stitution, but for & -different object, and
‘that was the Madras School for the educa-
tion of the humble classes. The Bishop,
Rector and Churchwardens of the Trinity
Church, were at the head of this institution
which alee held a royal charter. The only
person connected with it, who was not a
member of the Church of England, was
the Presbyterian clergyman of St. John.
His successor, however, was not provided
for. . This matter gave the same cause of
complaint to the humble classes that the
University - had  given to those
interested  in-  higher education,
The first grant that was made was in 1841,
and { give the-exact words—¢ To the
Justices  of the Peace for the City and
County of 86 John, £250, towards the
support of a free school established in the
said '-city -umconnected with- the Madras
Board,” ..In 1842the grant was continued
in exactly the same words. At that time
no denomination i mentioned, In 1843
the Act read-—¢ To the Justices of the
Peace dor, the City and County of St. John
n aid , of ‘individual subecription toward
‘the suppery af the Roman Catholic School

establiphed in the said City, and now in.

Mogt.efficient operation, the sum of £150.”
In 1848, the first year I entered the Honse
of  Assembly, a petition came up from

Porgland. which. is -almost a part of :St..

Johy, from the Rev. Mr. Dunphy, which
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was referred to a Committee on School
Petitions of which I was a member. T:
may observe as a proof of the kindly
feeling which existed at that time towards
the Roman Catholics that though there
was not a member of that body in the
House of Assembly, the five individuals
who were on the Committee fecommended
the grant, and it was made in these teyms:
¢'I'o the Rev. James Dunphy, of St. John,
in aid of the individual subscription to
establish a free school in the parish of
Portland.” This is a grant similar to that
made two years before to the Justices of
the Peace. The object was to establish
free schools where the teachings shoiild
not interfere with their religious convic-
tions. The Madras Board had a number
of schools scattered over New Brimswick,
at important points, and other ‘schools
gradually sprang up in the same'néigh-
borhood, and was supported by the grants
m question. These began gradually to be
school grants to Roman Catholiés, and
they went on increasing from the time I
have mentioned. In 1856 the amounts
stood on the statute book as follows:—
The Baptist Academy £150; the Wes.:
leyans £700; Madras School - £400,
and there was a grant made to
a very worthy clergyman in 8t. Jjohn
of £50 more. The Milltown Academy in
connection with the Congregationalists
had £200. At that time the Roman Oatho-
lic grants stood thus: Chatham, £50; 8t.
John, £150; Portland, £30 ; Memrameook,
£150; Fredericton, £150; St. Stephen’s,
£100; St. Andrew's, £75. These grants
of 1856 are the last that appear on the
Statute Book of New Brunswick as nibde
to any particular denomination. “After
that the moneys ware granted - for educa.
tional purposes and the Goverfiment ‘dis.
tributed them. There is not a lifte itr the
Statute Book to show that there was dny
grant for religious objects up to the
present time. In 1870 the Baptists re~
ceived $1,200 ; the Wesleyans, $2,800 ; the
Milton - Academy, $600; ' the: 'Madias
School, $1,600. Tbe Bishop ‘of Frederio- -
ton had $200 for & free school; and there
was one Church of England fres echool in
St. John that received $200. and: anéther
that received $70. The grants to-the
Chureh of England, - therefore, amounted
to $2,070. The Presbyterian school at St.
Stephen’s ‘had $150; the Academy' at
Chatham, $500, and $500 at Woodstook. "
The grants to the Roman Catholios had
raised, for they were receiving $300 fof & '
school at 8t. Andrew’s, $600 at. Frederic-
ton, $600 at St. John, $400 at Milton,
$240 at Carleton, $600 at Chatham;' $400
for the Madawaska, $300 at ‘Woodstook,

Syséem.
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200 at Portland, $400 at Bathurst, $400
at Newcastle, $100 at St. Stephen.

Hon, Mr. BOTSFORD—You must add
Memramcook, $400.

Hon. Mr. WARK —I have not been able
to verify that, but I will add it These
sums make a total of $4,840. This is a
fair statement of the state of thing at the
time the New School Act of New Bruns.
wick came into operation. With respect
to the University I may wention that in
the oourse of time the Legislature began
to insist upon a changein its constitution.
It is now divested altogether of its
denominational character, and is govern:
ed by a Ddenate consisting entirely
of laymen. That Senate has been so en-
Jarged as to leave room for each deno-
mioation of christians in the Province to be
represented. When young men enter the
University, they have to intimate through
their parents or guardians what church
they wish to attend- All the churches
are within a mile of the University, and
therefore there is no difliculty on that
point. ‘The people of New Brunswick felt
that they were behind other Provinces
with respect to Common School Education,
and therefore they passed laws mnow in
question to establish free schools through-
out the whole P.ovince. It Las been al-
leged that the present law is less favor.
able to the Roman Catholics than the one
in existence previously. Now I wish to
state very brietfly the leading features of
both laws. In the first place the principles
were laid down that in order to have effi-
cient schools the teachers ought to be
trained, and we established a model
school for that purpose. Another feature
of the law was the unmiformity of books in-
troduced into all the schools. Another
feature was this—that when the teachers
got trained, they were expected to go and
introduce the new system wherever they
were employed, and Inspectors were
employed to follow them and see that
they discharged their duties. These
features were also contained in the new
law. The great difference between the
wwo systems 18 this—the teachers were
clagsitied in first, gecond, and third c.ass;
and according to the class they receiveé
a grant, small or large, from the public
funds. They receive exactly the same
now, but formerly the teacher had to go

and make his own bargain with
the employers, and had to collect
his own salary as best he could

Under the presen} system it is provided
that a tax shall be levied on the whole
county, amounting to 30 cents per head of
. the total population, to be levied on real
and personal property, and income, and
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part of it as a poll tax. The amount thus
raised is distributed among the schools in
proportion to the class of the schools.
Then it is also provided that each school
district shall elect its own trustees, and
that they shall raise what they can afford
for a teacher. The trustees are bound to
geta share of the county assessment, and
if it is a poor district there is a . provision
that they shall receive something more,
about one-fifth I think. The effect of, this
legislation is this—we had 927 schools in
1871, and they were all free. Then the
college was placed on such a liberal bagis
that nobodys could object to it. Under
these circumstances the causes that led to
denominational grants had ceased to exist.
The GGovernment were thenin a position
to say—we cannot continue these grants;
we have established free schools, the
University is placed on a liberal footing,
and there is no necessity forany person
standing aloof. We were in the same‘}w-
sition to say to-the Madras Board,—You
were incorporated to educate the indigent
and have spent your grants on 14 free
schools—we are prepared to give s liberal
school education in 927 to both paor and
rich. We could say to the Roman Catho-
lics,—We have given you grants by way of
rellef from the teachings of which you
complained, but now all this is swept
away—it is no longer necessary to provide
schools for you, for we have provided that
all the schools are free. Of these 927
schools, there were 239 Roman Catholic
teachers, who would be enough tor every
school that they require in the Province:
Under these circumstances the House will
see that the present law is not less favor~
able to any particular class than thal
which has been repealed.  As an illustra~
tion of the Kkindly spirit in which hoth
Protestant and Roman Catholics worked
in former times I may mention that when
I was a School Trustee I was as

with Rev. Mr. Paquet—he loaked after

System.

the French schools and his colleagues

attended to the English-—~and we had tbe
most perfect contidence in him, and always
joined him in signing bis teacher’s certili-
catess We had still ‘more’ striking ex-
amples of liberality and kindly-feeling
when Dr. Dollard was Bishop of the whole
Province of New Brunswick. Soon after hi#
appointment he went to reside, in Fredrio:
ton. He accepted the office af Trustee of
Schools, his colleagues were Rev. DI
Brook and a clergyman of the Church of
England, 1 think Rev. Mr. Kjtchum-
These three gentlemen met frofn time ¥
time and examined all the schools of ' 'the
city. The utmost- cordiality existed be-
tween them, and although the BisbopP
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found in those schools the children of his
church receiving their education side by
side with Protestants he was, doubtless,
satisfied that they were not suffering either
religiously, morally, or intellectually by
this contact. I regret that the same kind-
ly feeling does not exist now, hut with
that I have nothing to do. 1 have simply
endeavored to state as succinctly as pos-
sible the circumstances connected with the
school grants, with the view of dispelling
& large amount of prejudice that appears
to exist on the subject. Without further
remarks I will now ask the Government
whether in preparing the case to be sub-
mitted to the Law ofticers in England they
intend consulting the Government of New
Brunswick.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL~I am quite cer-
tain that the hon. member has done good
service by dispelling a considerable mis~
conception that exists on the subject to
which he has drawn attention. I have
no doubt that the statement which he has
made is perfectly accurate,for he has been
in & position to know all the facts of the
case. With reference to the question
asked, I bog to say that in preparing the
case the Government will be anxious to
have it accurately given on both sides, and
therefore they will take care that the
Government of New Brunswick is consult~
ed in reference to the matter,

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE ST JUST—I
would not have arisen to make any re-
marks had I not felt the speech of the
hon. gentleman could not be allowed to
pass in silence, I regret that this ques-
tion has been brought before this House,
and that we are obliged to protest against
the assertions of the hon. member. I
must say that justice has not been done
to the minority in New Brunswick. What
was: granted to the mindrities in Ontario
and Quebec has not been conceded to the
Boman Catholics of New Brunswick.
When the hon. gentleman would have us
infer that the New Brunswick law is in
aceordance with the constitutional Act,
then I say that he has not examined the
case thoroughly and seen what is the re-
sult of that Statute. The members of
that particular church are excluded from
heing teachers among their co-religionists.

Hon. Mr. WARK—There were 239
Roman Catholic teachiers in New Bruns«
wick, teaching under the present law.

Hon. Mr. LLIER DE ST. JUST—
One of the features of this Act is such that
it enabled those who have care of the edu-
cational system to make regulations to
Jetermine who ghall be the teachers of
the Cathiolics. By these regulations they
have said that no priests, no person de-
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voted to religious instruction, shall be
recognized as capable of becoming teach-
ers among their co-religionists. Under -
these circumstances we would be wanting
in our duty if we did not protest against
the remarks of the hon. member. 1 regret
that the legislation of New Brunswick
was not vetoed by the Governor General,
for such & course would have allayed great
irritation that now exists.

Hon. Mr. WARK—I simply stated what
led to the legislation of New Brunswick,
and the reasons they had for abandoning
the special grants.

Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS—I have heard with

a great deal of displeasure the words that
have fallen from the hon. member who has
just sat down, and 1t would have beena
reat deal better in the interests of New
.unswick if he had not stated what he
has to-day. We knew very well before
that New Brunswick had been liberal to-
ward the Catholics ; we knew, too, that
since last year they have changed their
views in that particular. The hon. mems
ber has just succeeded in putting before
this House and country in the most open
manner, at one and the ssme time, the
liberality and injustice which has been
shown to the Catholics. He has proved
that for «31 years the Cathelics received
grants from the Catholics in order to teach
their children ; but since last year all this
has been changed. He has proved that
before last year the people of New Bruns«
wick were free to support education in
acoordance with their peculiar views, and
the Government hel their efforts. He
hag proved that since last year all this has
been altered, and now the whole people
are bound to pay taxes for eduoation that
does not suit the wishes of the Catholics.

The subject then dropped.

PATENTS.

System.

'The House went into Committee on the
Bill respecting Patents, Hon. Mr. OLIVIER
in the Chair, and some desultory discus-
sion arose, in which Hon. Messsrs. RYAN,
FERRIER, LETELLIER DE SI. JUST,
and CAMPBELL took part.

The Committee rose and reported the
Bill with amendments. )

Hon, Mr. KYAN expressed his regret
that so important a measure should come
up at a period of the session, when it was
impossible to give it that full consideration
which it ought to receive at the hands of
the Senate. The House had already
amended it in Committee, but he had
little doubt that whilst the measure might
be on the whole an improvement

upon the existing law, still it would be
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found to coatain imperfections which
would have to be removed next session.

Hon, Mr, CAMPBELL said that it was
inevitable that measures should come up
at a late period, and he had no doubt that
the measure would be found most advan.
tageous to the public interests.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.

ADDRESS TO LORD LISGAR.

A message was received from the House
of Commons, informing the Senate that
they had passed an Address to His Ex.
cellency the Governor General previous
to his departure for England, and asking
the concurrence of that honourable body
in said Address.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he was

quite sure that the Senate would cordially
unite in expressing the views set forth in
the Address of the other branch. All
those who knew His Excellency would be
sorry to hear of his departure, and would
always entertain a grateful recollection of
his services to the Dominion. He then
moved that the blank in the Addres: be
filled up by ¢ The Senate.”
. Hon. Mr. LETELLIER pe ST. JUST
- said, in seconding the motion, ,that he
must cheerfully endorse the remarks that
had fallen from the hon. Postmaster Gen-
eral. All would willingly confess that
His Excellency had discharged his one-
rous and delicate duties with impartiality
and faithfulness to the interests over
which he presided.

The motion was passed.

WepyEspAY, June 12, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock.
BILLS.

Hon. Mr, DICKSON, from the Commit-
tee on Standing Orders and Private Bills,
reported favorably on the following
bills : |

An Act to incorporate the Imperial
Guarantee and Loan Society.

An Act further to amend the Act incor»
porating the Western Assurance Com-
pany.

Aan Act to incorporate the Gananoque
and Wiltsie Navigation Company. °

Hon. Mr, FERRIER, from the Commit-
tes on Banking, Railways and Commerce,
reported favorably on the following
bills :

An Act to incorporate the Quebec Pa-
citic R. R. Company.

An Act to incorporate the Interoceanic
R. R. of Canada.

[SENATE.)
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An Act to incorporate the Thunder Bay
Silver Mines Railway Company,

An Act to incorporate the Canada Pacitic
Railway Company.

An Act toamend the Act of incorpora«
tion of the Ontario and Erie Ship Canal
Company.

An Act to amend the Act to incorpo-
rate the Queenston Suspension Bridge
Company.

An Act to incorporate the Pacific June-
tion Bridge Company.

An Act to incorporate the Canada and
New York Bridge and Tunnel Com-
pany.

An Act to amend the Act incorporating
the Canada Central Railway Company:

An Act to explain and amend the Sault
St. Mary Railway and Bridge Aot.

All these bills were read a third time
and passed.

Business

PRINTING,.

Hon. Mr, GIRARD, from Joint Com-
mittee on Printing, presented a report
respecting the printing of certain fpublic
documents,—Referred back for amend-
ment,

SALARIES,

lion. Mr. ARMAND moved that the
Clerk of this House be instructed to pay
the Employes of the Senate lon the lst
July for that month, and the month of
August, and that on the 1st day of August
and each and every month thereafter, he
pay them one month’s pay.

Hon. Mr. McDONALD (B. C.) seconded
the motion.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL hoped the hon.
gentleman would vot press his motion at
that late period of the session, as it would
necessitate, if passed, a revisal of all the
salaries in other departments of the public
service. He acknowledged the cost of
living had largely increased of late years,
and that it would be necessary in a new
Earhament to take up the whole ques<

ion.

The motion was dropped.

SECOND SITTING.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER said that since the
ITouse adjourned that afternoon a regolu-
tion had passed the other branch with ress
pect to the salaries and emoluments ot its
cmployes, and he would therefore ask the
House to pursue a similar course in rela-
tion to it own officers and servants. He
propused the following resolution, ser
conded by the Hon. Mr. ARMAND:

'Lhal whereas. this House, during the
tiast session of the present Parliament, in
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order to economize its expenditure, re-
duced the salaries of certain of its officers
and clerks on the Department, ard no in
crease has since been made to the said
Balaries or emoluments,

Resolved,—That in the opinion of this
House, such of the officers and servants of
this House as His Honor, the Speaker, the
Hoporable the Postmastef General and
the Honourable the Receiver General may
consider entitled from length of serviceor
capacity should have such reasonable ad-
dition to their salaries as will compensate
them faitly for their work, for the current
year and until their cases may be consider-
ed by this House.

Hon Mr CAMPBELL said that he was quite
ready to accede to the resolution in view
of the action taken elsewhere. Undoubht.
edly the House would not wish to sce its
officers and servants considered less fav-
orably than those of the other branch—a
due regard being had to efliciency and
service.

'The motion was adopted.

Routine

BILLS.

Hon. Mr. FERKIER, from Committee
on Banking, Railways and Commerce,
reported favorably the following bills,

An act to incorporate the Lake Superior
and Manitoba Railway Company.

An act to incorporate the Lake Superior
and Winnipeg Railway Company.

An act to incorporate the Central Rail-
way Company of Manitoba.

An act to incoporate the North Western
Railway Company of Munitoba. )

An act to incorporate the Maniioba
Junction Railway Company. o

The foregoing bills were read third time
and passed.

The following bill was received from
the House of Commons and passed through
the necessary stages.

An act to nmend the act respecting
Copyrights (wiih amendments.)

An act further to amend the act 31 Vie-
toria Chapter 33.

The said bill was read for the first time.

The House then adjourned-

Taurspay, 13th June, 1872,

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock, ’

Senator GIRARD prezented the final
Yeport of the Joint Committee on Printing.
Adopted.

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL was added to the
Committee appointed under resolution of
the previous night to consider saluries
and emoluments of the employes of the
Senate,
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A large number of Bille were brought
up from the House of Commons, and
passed throygh their various stages.

Business.

MAIL SERVICE,

On motion for the second reading of the
Supply Bill,

Hon. Mr. REESCR called attention to
the contract made in 1-~69, between the
Canadian Government and the Messrs.
Allun of Montreal, for the performance of
the steam service across the Atlantic.
According to that contract, it was agreed
‘* the service shall commence on the lst
day of April, 15369, and shall continue up
to and until the Ist day of April, 1872
and shall not then terminate, but shall
continue in force thereatter in all its pros
visions until either party to the contract
shall give to the other party 12 months
previous notice of a desire to terminate
the same.” He mentioned the fact of
there being other efficiently managed
steamship lines sailing from Montreal, and
asked the Government whether they had
given notice in accordance with the terms
of the contract or intended doing, so.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the
Government were quite satisfied with the
manner in which the Messrs. Allan had
carried out the very important service-
they had engaged m 1869 to perform.
Their steamship line was not excelled by
any others for despatch and safety and
was an admirable illustration ot the enter-
prise of the commercial men of the Do-
minion. The Government had, he con-
tinued, given notice on the 31st of March
last, of their imtention to terminate the
contract in April, 1873, and they had
done so in view of the completion of the
Intercolonial Railway, and the advisability
of revising all present arrangements in
connection with the mailservice.

The Supply Bill was passed.

The House then adjourned.

Fripay, June 14, 1872.
PRORUGATION.

At three o’clock His Excellency the
Governor General came down to the Se-
nate and having assented to a number of
Bills, prorogued Parliament with the {ol-
lowiny $peech:

SPEECH.

Honowrable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have much satisfaction in relieving you
from an attendance in Parliament which

I cannot fail to be inconvenient to many of
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you at this season of the year, I thank
you therefore all the more for the time
and attention which you bave diligently
bestowed on the discharge of your public
duties,

The interest and importance of various
questions which have been discussed and
decided will render the Session memor-
able in the annals of the country.

Your adoption of the Articles of the
Treaty of Washington which affect Cana-
dian interests, has placed in a clear light
your determination to share the fortunes
of England. The generous disposition
evinced under the trying circumstances of
the time has added strength to the hon-
ourable position of Canada, both as re-
gards the British Empire and the United
States. '

The vast project, of which you have so
wisely matured the conditions for carrying
a Railway to the shores of the Pacific, will
open & new pathway for England as well
1n peace as in war, to the East, and will, I
trust, be productive of the most essential
benefits 1o this Dominion by giving facili-
ties to traffic of all descriptions, enhancing
the value of the public lands, promoting
their settlqment, and drawing closer the
ties which bind the sister Provinces toges
ther by easier access and multiplied inter-
course.

Few who have not considered the subjeot
have any adequate concéption how large
an extent of economical advantage, the pos-
session of great navigable rivers like the
St. Lawrence and its tributaries comprises.
The outlay you have sanctioned on their
improvement, and on that of the auxili-
ary canals, is 2 safe investment. It will
be amply and speedily repayed by the
augmented volume of trade flowing down
all the channels opened to its course, for it
will be swollen by the confluence of your
own accumulating productions with those
of your Western neiglbors.

1t is highly satisfactory that the condi-
tion of the revenue is s0 prosperous as to
enable you to advance the interests of the
Country by commencing the construction
of thesé works at once, without delay or

misgiving, "~ -
Gentlemen of the House of Commons ;-

In'Her Majesty’s name I thank you for
the supplies which you have so cheerfully
granted. -

1 heartily congratulate you on the pros-
perous condition of .the revenue, and on
your having been enabled by the
of the duties on tea snd coffee to diminish
the burdens of the people,

[SENATE)]
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Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate,
Gentlemen of the House of Commons,

The joint addrees with which you bave
honored me on the eve of my departure is
most agreeable to my feelinfs.

1shall I assure you hold in grateful re-
collection all my life the expression of
your respect and esteem. '

I have watched with deep interest in my
official capacity the proceedings of four
sessions, and made- myself otherwise ac-
qualated with the views and wishes of the:
Parliament and people of Canada, and I
earnestly hope that the good intelligence,
which prevails between them and the.
people of England may last constant and
unimpaired for generations to come. -

I have now the honor to bid you fire-
well, with those serious thoughts which
the word farewell naturally awakens, with
every acknowledgment of the many
courtesies and the effective assistance which
I have received at your hands and with
the most cherished and ardent wishes for
the welfare of the Dominion, with which
Irejoice to think that my humble name
has been connected by an honorable tie
for more than three years.

The following Bills received the Royal -
Assent :—

An act to repeal the Duties of Customs: .
on Tea and Coffee.

- An act to amepd the aot respecting the:
Statutes of Canada.

An act to confirm an agreement made
between the Grand Trunk Railwdy . Com-
pany of Canada and the luternational
Bridge Company; and for other par-
poses. ‘

An act for the avoidance of doubts
respecting Larceny of Stamps, A

An act further t0 amend ¢ an act” re-
specting the security to be given Officers
of Canada. .

An act to correct a Clerical error 1n the
act respecting Malicious Injuries to-
Property. . ~ ;

_An act {0 make provision for the oone.
tinuation and extension of the Geologieal
Survey of Cansda, and: for the mainten: -
ance of the Geologieal Museum. ;

An act to- naturalize Anson Greene
Phelps Dodge."

An act to amend the aot regulating the
issue of Daminion Notes. 8

An act rsspecting. . the Public Deht and
the raising of Loans sushorized by Par-
liament. . P Co

An act to amend the act respecting the
Civil Service of Canada. N '

An act to amend the act of incorporation

of the Caughnawaga Ship Canal Compeny. -

An act to amend an act to inocorporete
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the Detroit River Tunnel Company, and
for ather purpases. '

An saot to amend ¢ An act to Incorporate
the Managars of the Ministers’ Widowsand
Orphans Fiand' of the Synod of the Pres-
byterian Church of Canada in connection
with the Chiirch of Seotland.

An act to incorporate the Canada and
Newfoundland Sealing and Fishing Com-

bany,
. An act relating to the Treaty of Wash-
ington, 1871.

An act to indemnify the Members of
the Executive Government, and others
for the unavoidakle expenditure of Public
Money without Parliamentary grant, ocoa-
sion
torce to Manitoba in 1871.

An act relating to Quarantine.

An act to amend the act relating to
Banks and Banking,.

An act respeciing the Grand Trunk
Railway and the Champlain Railroad Com.-
Panies,

An act to moorporate the Bank of

eadia.

Baﬁ]l; act respecting the Toronto Savings

An'wt to amend the act, chapter 47, of
the Consolidated Statutes for Upper Cana-
da, entituled, * An act respecting Rivers
and Streams.”’ '

An act to amend the act incorporating |

the British Amerioa Assurance Company,
g;g] the subsequent acts affecting the said
y.

Anngt to incorporate the Anchor Marine
Insurance Company.

An act to amend the chapters six and
seven of the Statutes of 1871, relating to
Savings’ Banks.

_An aot to incorporate the Thunder Bay
Silver Mines Telegraph Company.

An act to incorporate the Mail Printing
and Publishing Company. (Limited.)

An act to incorporate the Canadian Rail.
way. Equipment Company.

An act to amend the act incorporating
the Mutual Life Association of Canada,

An act to legulize & certain agreement
entered .into between the Grénd lrunk
Railway Comparrgof‘ Canada and the Cor-
poration of the Town of Galt, and forother
Purposes therein mentioned.

.. An aeb to legalize and contirm the Lease
to the Northern Railway Com of Ca-
nada of the Lines of Railway of the North-
ern Extension Railways Company. s

An act to amend the act inoorporatin
the Lomdon and Cansdian Loan ant
Agency Company. (Limited.) /

An act- 00 -enabdle: the Gm; Western
1 Col - $0 extend-and - improve
ita y mP“"‘y pro
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"An aot to incorporate the Dominion
Water Works Company.

An act to incorporate the Inland Marlne
and Fire Insuranoe Company of Canada*

An act to incorporate the St. Catherine’s
(Ontario) Board of Trade.

An act to amend the act to incerporate
the Canadian and European Telegraph
Company. .

An act to incorporate the Bank of Saint
John.

An act to incorporate the Maritime
Bank of the Dominion of Canada,

Anact to incorporate the Bank of Ha-
milton,

Anact to incorporate the St. Lawrence

by the sending of an expeditionary | Bank

An aot to incorporate ihe .Exchange
Bank of Canada,

An act to incorporate the Quebec Fron~
tier Railway Compauy. .

An act to incorporate the Canada Agri
cultural Insurance Company. .

An act to mncorporate ¢ The Saint John
Board of Trade.”

An act to incorporate the Board of Trade
of the Town of Levis. .

An act to incorporate the Missionary So-
ciety of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in
Canada, ¢

rﬁl act to inoorporate the Sorel Board of
Trade.

Au act to amend the lawrelating to the
Fraudulent Marking of Merchandise.

An act so provide for the Revisal of
Voters' Lists for Elections to the House of
Commons in a certain Revisal District of
the County of Victoria, Nova Scotia,

An act to incorporate the Detroit River
Railway Bridge Company.

An act to ingorporate the River St. Clair

Railway Bridge and Tunnel Company.
. Anact to incorpoate the Coteau and
Province Line Ba;lp::y and Bridge Com-
pa:gl act to inl??:1 Ct: the St. Lawrence
International Bridge Company, . )

An act to. incorporate ¢ The Bank of
Manitoba.”

An act to change the name of the
o Distriot‘ Permanent Building Society of
Montreal” to that of the ¢ Loanand Land -
etl Credit Company,” and to grant certain
powers to the said Compaany.

An act to extend the powers of the
Montreal Telegraph Company, and. for
other purposes:

An aot to incorporate the SuperiorBank
of Canada. .

An act to inocorporate the Toronto Corn
Exchange Association.

An act- to divide certsin polling diss
tricts in the County of Inverness, in the.
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Province of Nova Scotia, and to provide
for voters’ lists therefor.

An act respecting bridges,

An act to amend ¢ The St. Lawrence
and Ottawa Railway Act.”

An act to remove doubts under the act
respecting the Public Works of Can-
ada,

An act respecting the shipping of sea-
men in Nova Scotia.

An act respecting the appointment and
powers of Commissioners of Pilots for the
coasts and harbours of the County of Char-
lotte.

An act to provide for the appointment
of Harbor Master for the Port of Halifax.

Anact to amend the act, 34 Victoria,
chapter 3, respecting the Loan for paying
& certain sum to the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany.

An act to grant certain additional
powers to the Ottawa, Vandreuil and Mon-
treal Railway Company. o

An act to incorporate the ¢ Dominion
Trust Company.”

An act to compel members of the Local
Legislature, in any Province where dual
representation isnot allowed, to resign
their seats before becoming candidates for

- seats in the Dominion Parliament.

An act to incorporate the ¢‘Banque Ville
Marie.”

An act to incorporate the Canada Im-
provemen. Company.

An act to amend the Immigration Act
of 1869.

An act to incorporate “The Accident 1n-
surance Company of Canada "’

An act to incorporate the Ontario Ship-
ping and Forwarding Company.

An act to incorporate the Board of
Trade of the Town of Chatham.

An act relating to bills of Exchange and
Promissary Notes.

An act respecting the Canadian Pacific
Railway.

An act to amend the St Francis and
Megantic Railway act.

An act respecting ’atents of Invention.

An act to incorporate the Halifax Bank-
ing Company.

An act to incorporate the Manitoba In~
surance Company.

An act to provide for the incorporation
of Immigration Aid Societies.

An act to re-adjust the Representation
of the House of Commons.

An act to incorporate the Manitoba
Junction Railway Company.

An act to incorporate the Lake Superior
and Winnipeg Railway Company.

An act to incorporate the North West-
ern Railway Company of Manitoba,
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An act to incorporate the Central Rail.
way Company of Manitoba,

An act to incorporate the Lake Superior
and Mamtoba Railway Company.

An act relating to the Central Bank of
New Brunswick.

An act to incorporate the “Quebec Paci-
fic Railroad Company.”

An act to incorporate the Tmperial Guar-
antee and Loan Society.

An act to incorporate The Canada Pacific
Railway Company.

An act to incorporate the Canada and
New York Bridge and Tunnel Company.

An act further to amend the act 31 Vie-
toria Chapter 33.

A act to expiain and amend the ¢ Sault
St. Mary Railway and Bridge act.

An act to amend the act to incorpo-
rate the Queenston Suspension Bridge
Company.

An act to amend the act of incorpora-
tion of the Ontario and Erie Ship Canal
Company.

An act further to amend the act incor»
porating the Western Assurance Com-
pany.

An act to amend the act incorporating
the Canada Central Railway Company.

An act to incorporate the Thunder Bay
Silver Mines Railway Company.

An act to incorporrte the Pacific Junc-
tion Bridge Company,

An act to incorporate the Gananoque
and Wiltsie Navigation Company.

An act to incorporate tne Inter-Oceanic
Railway Company of Canada.

An act to amend the act 32 and 33
Victoria, Chapter 8.

An act to amend the Law relating to
Advertisements respecting Stolen Goods.

An act to amend an act of the present
Seasion, and to enable the Governor in
Council to impose a duty on teaand coffee,
imported from the United States, in the
case therein mentioned.

An act to amend the Criminal Law rela-
ting to Violence, Threats and Molesta-
tions.

An act respecting Trade Unions.

An act to extend the Acts 32, 33 Vie,,
Cap. 40, and 33 Vie,, Cap. 20, to the Port
of Collingwood.

An act to extend certain Laws relating
to matters connected with Navigation to
the Province of British Columbia.

«n act for imposing Tonnage Dues and
Wharfage Rates to meet the cost of im-
proveing the navigation of the St. Law-
rence between Montreal and Quebec.

Anact to extend the Canadian Tariff
of Duties of Customs and Excise, and
certain acts relating to Customs and the
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Revenue to the Province of British Col-
umbia.

An act to incerporated the Anlicosti
Company.

An act to amend the Interim Parlia-
mentary Elections Act, 1871.

An act respecting the Public Lands of
the Dominion.

[JUNE 14 1872
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His Excellency the Governor General
was pleased to reserve the following Bill
for the signification of Her Majesty’s plea-
sure thereon.

An act to amend the act respecting
copyright.




