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- PRUGRESS AND PUBLICATION OF
TRUTIL

BY HARRIET MARTINBAU.

It is as impossible for a man lo prescribe to
himself the faith of his fulure years, as for
one age to preseribe the faith of a succeeding
age: aud [or the same reasons. e may in
Tis youth stale an opinion in unambiguous
terms, and with perleet sincerity, which, if
he sull hold, he cannot slate in the same
terms len years after.  The opinion may he
substantially the same, and yet have such a
beaing upon some other opinion, or way he
so0 modified by some other opinion, {bat the
saine form of words may not express it-fully,
or perhupa correctly.  1tis yet more prohahle
that the conceptions which are now attached
to the terms are enlarged by his improved
experience ; so thaty if hie would declare the
saumne truth, he nust change his teims s or if
retein the terms, he
must have modified his opinion.  What en-
lightened, veflecting Chvistian understands
exacily the same by any one pusble, any
one axiom, any one fact of Scriptnve {hat he
did when he Ot admitted its tuth 2 He be-
lieved it then j he believes it now,—but how
differently since science hashiought new evi-
dence o light, since philosophy Tas devel-
oped its origin and tendencies, since expe~
vicirce has tested its truih, dod faith invesied
it with a hatlowed interest and an indestiuc-
tible beauty ! - How, therelore, is it possible
for any one faithfully to engeze that his views
even of efemal ttutin shall nevee be modified ?
Witnessing, as every reflecting wman does, the
gradual evolulion of truth from: {he- vicissi-
fudes of human experience, and from thesue~
cessive dispensations and the progressive
cowmse of Providence, -he vy with safely
declare that Gospel truth is unmulable and
divine ; but he-will avoid the preswmplion of
supposing that all her ricues ave aheady shel
into his bosom, that her brighlest light is
poured upon is feeble cye. He will rather
hope that his apprehension will continually
Dbecome clearer, his poweis invigorated, and
Tis capacities enlorged; ill his views of reli-

jous Leath hecome as unlike what they werc
when fizst admitied, as the fair face of nature
appeass to the new-bovn infant and {o the
mighty poet.  He will reject, as an inltinge-
ment of his inalicnable rights, every atlempt
ip bind bim down to engegements which it
may not be in his power to {ullil. IHe will
refuse fo promise {hai his iatellect shall re-
main stationary 5 and to permit that any in-
dividual, or council, or any church, shall
usurp that dpivitaal’ influence which he trusts
shall -be immediately dispensed from {he
fonntain of grace and {ruth. Deshving wis~

* dom, he asks of God 3 not profaning and an-

nulling *his prayer hy engaging lo receive
it only in certain measave 3 and if any church
on cayth interfere to. prescribe the measure, he
rejects the interference as inauthorised by the
letter of ‘thie Gospel and condemned by iis
spirit,: - Vo : R :

. Christian liberty . comprehends an entire
freedom fiom restraint in the publication of
-opinjons. ~ To This ‘own masler’ every man
standeth or falleth, not only in the futnation
of his ‘opinions; but ia the use he makes of
them when formed. According to his’con-
scientiousness in_sceking. for truth, and not
according 1o the accnvacy of his judgment,
will “he be judged hy God in forming his opi-
njons:;;’ and when formed, ‘he will he respon-
sibley “not .foiw the -icctitude ofihis influence,
but. for the rectitude :of his intentions in ex-~
exting it. - What, 2 man. believes to be (he
triith; it-is'his duty 1o déclate in the method
and dégree whicly bendvolence and jirudence
may point out:to-be the best.. - For-what hut
this-do-we venerate; the hevoie, Stephen,: and
cvery other martyr who. bore witness ta.the
irtith it thé eaily days'of Chiislianity? Yet

.. for"what but this'have Christians heen'led to
thesstake Uy Chuistians, age:afier age; under
the:pretended sanction of a religion.of liberty

- and brotherly. Jove 2. For what but this have

olics and Protestants. vied with. each’

. Catholics ) ] h.
et I’ forturing ' in*body - and “mind’ mex
wliosé “conveietice - wasomnipolent - over-the
love-of libdity-and life;:and who thus:sliowed

" that; whether theiy intellect wyere or-were not
-~ unfaithfuly theirsouls;were,lrueto God 7. For

Aious known, not only will the subordinale

what but this are the Jovers of truih even yel
foo often punished, directly or indirectly, for
inviting others {o participate in the henelits
which they believe they have gained. Ste-
phen was sioned hecawse he wuas a herelic:
Paul warshipped the God of his fothers ve-
cording to @ way which was then called he-
resy, and for which he was persecuted tuough
Jife and unto death.  Peter and John were
brought helove the high priest wid vulers for
publishing their heresy, and punished for 7e-
lusing o ccase 1o publish it. Yet has this
their hieresy peevailed ; and thus shall every
new truth prevail, and ifs promulgitors be
honoured, in despite of the wraih of man
while the more freely errors are canvassed.
the sooner will they De exposed,  What was
once said with tuth in relation to the Gospel
of truth—<¢ I this counsel or this work he of
men, it will come to nought ; bat if it be of
God, ye cannot overthrow it *>—~may be said
with equal wisdom of every other kind of
truth: and the test of investigation is a much
suret one than that which is furnished by the
prejndices and the passions of men, There
is no natueal, wo Divine law which sanctions
the mfliction of pain for the exercise of the in-
tellezt, o for communicaiing the results of
that exercise; and that any human low or
custom should huve existed by which injury
of mind, hody, or eslate is made the conse-
quence of the formation and publication of opi~
ions, is a proof that the natural rights of mon
have not been understood, and that the spirit
of Chyistian liberty has not pervaded Clivis~
tiun sociely. Aslong as vepronch isatluched
to the act of promulgating opinions (indepen-
dent of the maaner), as long as the holder of
opinions. is treated with the same reprobation
as the opinions themselves, as long as lie is
prospectively eonsigiied ‘over to peidition as
they are 10" deleslation, -as long as ideas of
werit and -demerit are associufed  with the
convietions of the understanding, ot blame s
altached to the act of making those convic-

principles of the Gospel remain in port unre-
cognised, hut its cssential principies will be
violated 5 for it is clearly a duly of picty 1o
reveal all that is believed to have been dlis-
covered of the works and ways of God; and
of henevolence to communicate whot, being
conceived 1o be {truth, is conceived to be in-
tended for the universal benefit of the race.

(From the Monthly Misccllany.)

adormned our ehurele in honor of the Lord’s
Nativity.  Awd while woewere partaking the
emblems of the body Droken, and the blood
shed for our sakes, we could ot hut Jook
with deepest feeling at the memwriats of the
bhth of him whose last supper and death
we were now cammenorating,  Lhe Holy
Child appeared beflore us, as il in the lowly
manger. . And we thought of the wonderful
contrast beiween the tlwee scenvs—the
Maunger, the Supper, the Cross.

1. Tur Mascer.

Here lay the wold’s Saviour, the Son of
God, and “yet a wenk infunt, ‘a cbild of
moviality, and doomed to share the lot of
wroclandis.

Tror thon wert born of woman ! thou did’st come,
Oh Holiest ! to this world ol sin and gloom,
Not in thy dread omnipotent array;
And not by thunders strewed,
Was thy tempestuons road ;
Nor indignation burnt before thee on thy way.
Dut thee, u soft and nuked child,
I'hy mother undefiled
In the rude manger Yaid to rest,
From off her virgin breast.

The Earth and Ocean were net hushed ta hear
Bright harmouy from cvery starry sphere ;
Nor at thy bresence broke the voice of song
From all the cherub choirs,
. And serapl’s berning lyres,
Tour'd throagh the host of Heaven the charm’d
clouds aloag, .
One anzel troop the strain began,
Of all ilie race of man
By simpie shepherds heard alone
“hat soft Hosannn’s tone.

‘As'we gaze in imagination on the lowly
clild; shall we not pray that his Jife may be
without sorrow 2 Shall we not ask of God,
Uit the gaileless heart may vever know the
world’s niiquitics, that brow may never be
Turrowed with Tile’s cares, and those’ lips
never be opened to answer any languoage
except it of aflection.  Shall we not pray
that the infant shall soon breathe its last in
the arms of his mother, or if his life is to bo
prolonged, he may not be “a mun of sor-
cows and aequainted with grief? »?

No! such should not be our prayer. . The
child is Gud’s delegated Messiuh, and he
must go {orth fo battle with the powers of
darkness, and gain the great victory over
sin.

II. Tnr Sveree.

A SACRAMENTAL THOUGIIT,

It was the Sabbath of the New Year, and
ihe band of believess were gaibered round
the table of the Lord. A nomber made pro-
fession of their fuith, received the water of
Baplisra and now were to partake of the
sacred elements for the fivst fime. A large
number of the congregation, net membars of
ihe Churely, remaed during the Com-
murioi. Decp sileree and solembity per-
vided the whole aszemDly.

The Pasto- reminded them of the deep
intgvest ol the oveasion. e spoke fothe
new comumanicants of the imgortaot mean-
ing which this new yeac must have in theiv
eyes. Ide then spokuof the warniag which
the season uiteved, and the voice which
came from the sacramental table. The
beginuing year tells of 1he (lightof time and
tue perishableuess of life.and all eartlily
joys. ‘The saced clémeris speak of that
which -eannot-die, they wie ‘tlie solemn
smybol -of the life that~is” elemials  The
,?"em‘s, ag -thoy roll, sing the requiem of all

wman hopes, and mournful indeed must be
the sound to those who cannot lienc the voice
of hiim who' ook from'’ time: and death the
power {6 woundi—ihe voice which speaks
from the Holy Emblems, with:magic power
to.the belicvers’ heavt—“Iam the Resur-
rection and the Lile 5 whoso liveth and be-

Tievethron ‘me* shall' never dic *“thd véice

which joins'in with the gad divge of deprist:
ingsyeirs, and -lurns”its sadness inlo sweet
melodys. SRR BECHITIIFLATR

.- Hark, Tark I it seemsto-say . | -

." Turn from such jovs awny.”

;1 T those which ne'er decay '

. s Thongh lifeis endinga:i 3 £ :
. Above :and-avound ius hung.ithe festiv

=

garlands - with. which, we : had; but- lalely

Vi

The lowly child of the mauger has gone
forth 10 the work of lis mission. ¢ has
spoken the word given him 1o speak, and
warked the work given him to do. The
heart, so quiet in infancy, lus been paived
sotely by knowledge of the world’s s s that
braw so placid il bright in childhood, now
beqrs the forrows of Te’s cares, and the
persive shadows of mans ankindness j—the
lpsy it onee replied et in the aeceots of
Juve, have been oifen called 1o speak woids
of stern rebuoke and solemn exhortatiore.
The head, that once rested on a molher’s
hosom, has felt the stomvs rude Dlast, and
bas offen found 1o slielter. .

Dot us we condrast the Master at the Tast
Supper with toe Infani inihe Manger, shall
we,mourn at the contrast 7 No.  Butiather
rejdice.

The Master has known the worlds evil,
and ‘yet is as anstained as when au infant
upoi Lis mother’s. bosom. The heart, that
has known the woild®s sins and the might of
the, powers of death and dackiess, s yet
Dlesscd Ly =« faith, ‘more déep aad joyous
than the spontaneons faiilh of childhood.
Tho brow marked by {ife’s cares nund shad-
ed by sad remembrances-of unkindness, is
yet calm with heavenly peace and shining
willl @ lisht, not of this edrth.  The eyes,
That have Jooked on s muelr wrong and
misery- are glowing with faith and love.
yThe hand, that before was so helpless in thie
‘mianger, fas never beent outsireiched in
auger ot unkindness, and 'ig vow Breaking
'the Lrgad "of ‘life to the band- of disciples.
"Those holy lips, more blessed thau.in qniet
infancy, ave now ullering those. words. of
Heavenly ‘Tvoth and Love, whichi have been
ihe joy ol the' Chuicli throushout the world.

Tord;-a8 wolvok-at - these festive. garlands;
that-celebrate his birth:. .\ We will1ather ex-

No! we will not"miourn'at:the supper-of the |-

claim, ¢ Now is the Son of M glorilied
and God is glorified in him.”

The Sun ol God has kuown the world, and
risen above ite With the fidl experience of
humaunity and yet the innoeence of infaney,
hesits inthe compauy of his disciples.  We
wiltlove these emblems of his Last Snpper,
more than the glad garlands of his Navitity.

L. Tnx Cross.

But as we think of-the mournful Cross,
shall we not peay that the cup miglt pass
away from Lim? While we join in the
sucred Supper, hallwe not howmes, that the
feast of love wus ihegprelde to hisdeath. 2
Wiile we think of the pangless infut, shall
we not shedder a his Ginpeding faie, and
pray that his {eet might be soved fiom sad
Gethsemane and Calviwy 2 No, we will ut~
ter no such peayer. We will glory in our
crucified . Redeemer.

Foll mourifully does the vizion of child-
hood®s placid hour eontrnst with that scene
of agony—ihat Inow crowned with thorus
and wei with blood—those  hands, ever
stretetied lorth o relieve sutlering, and so
lately breaking thie beead of life, vow najled
to the fital cross, asg if still ondstretelied to
plead. for man—ihose lips, ever speaking
words of luve, true even ut deatl to their
office, conuvendiing bis mother to his dis-
ciples’ cave, aud his enemies to God’s for-
siveness—ihe head, that once leaned on
inat motlier’s hosomn, now bowed i deaih,
and I death radiont “with congoering faith,
and coimmending to God the feeting spirif.
Oi, no! we will not moueit i anguish
ever at the Cross. IHere the great work -
was finished. . Sin vanquished, inmortality
won. * Love is shown mighter. than’ death.
The powers of “darkness are colquered.
Deatlis fornd 1o be the gatd ' to heavein
Trudy it is finished. - Thoughts of holicr joy
fill onr mind in contemplating - the Ciuss of
agony thau the Manger of untiled iiinocence,
ar the Sapper of love.  Here let us glory in
the. deutly of Christ, whose emblems we now
partake. s memory gives new gladiessto
these Christmas gadands and mystic mean-
ing to this Sacramental hour.

MOSAIC SIN OFFERINGS.

The Mo=aic sin offerings were of the na-
ture of a mulcl or adcnowledgment rendered,
Jor unconscious or inevilable disregard of rere-
moniul liabilitics, and conlrection of cevemonial -
uncleanness. .Such uneleanness might be in- -
curred from various causes ; and while unre- -
moved by the appointed methods of purifica~
tion, disgualified from atiendance at the sane-
tuary, and ¢ cut off 2 <« {lic gnilly®® ¢ from .
among the congregalion.” To touch a dead
body, to enter a tent where a corpse lay, ren-
dered a person ¢ unclean for seven duys;?? {o -
come in conlact with a forbidden animal, a
hone, a grave; o be next to any one siruck
with sudden death s to be afflicted with ecer-
tain kinds of Lodily discase and infirmity; -
unwitllingly 1o lay a finger on a person un= -
clean;occasioned defilement, and necessitated
a purification or an alonemeot.* Indepen-
dendly of these oflences, enforced upon the !
Israclite by the aceidents of life; it was not -
cosy for even fhe ‘most cautious” worshipper. .
to keep pace with the complicatéd series of -
pelty debis which the law of ordinances was
always vunning up_.against bim.- 1i° his of-
{ering had an invisible blemish ; if he omitted -
a tithe, because ‘“he wist it not?? ;-ov inad- .
verlenlly fell into arrear, by a single day, with ':
vespeet 10-a known lighility ; if: absent” from
disease ; he was compelled to let his ritual
acenmulate: ¢ though it be. hidden from ;
iim,? hé must “be. guilty; and bear his ini- |,
quity,’? and bring his victim.t . On_-the birth ;
-of a ¢hild, the . mother, afier thelapse ofa
prescribed period, made hev pitlgrimage to the
temple, presented her sin offering, and “-the: .,
priest made atonement for her.>’t :The poor . ;
leper, Jong banished from . the face of men, ;
ahd unclean by:the nature of his disease,.be=
came a deblor to the sanctuary, and onrelurn;,;
from his ledious quarantine, brought his Jamb:..,
of atonement, and departed {lience, clear: from:
neglected obligations o his law.li ™ Tt-was:im-

St o

3 Liovs xx. 25,265 Num, v

‘*'Nv(jni' s -
1 1oviv ~19
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possible, however, to provide by specific ¢n~
actment for every case of ritual transgression
and impurity, arsing from inadvertence or
necessity. Scarcely could it be expeeted that

_ the courts of worship themselves would es-
cape defilement, from imperfections in the of-
ferings, or unconscious disqualification in peo-
ple or in priest. Lo clear off the whole invi-
sible residue of such sins, an annual “ day of
atonement?? was appointed. The people
thronged the avenues and approaches of the
tabernacle. Intheir presence a kid was slain
for their own transgressions, and for the high-
priest the more dignified expiation of a heifer.
Charged with the blood of each successively,
e sprinkled not only the exterior allar, open
to the sky, but, passing through the first and
holy chamber into the oly of Holies, (never
entered else,) he touched, with finger dipped
in blood, the sacred lid (the Mercy-seat) and
foreg ound of the Ark.* At that moment,
while he yet lingers behind the veil, the pu-
rification js complete: on no worshipper of
Isracl does legal unholiness vest; and were it
possible for the high priest 40 remain in that
interier retreat of Jehovah, still protracting
the expiatory act, so long would this national
purity continue, and the debt of ordinances be
effaced as it arose. But he must return ; the

" sanctifying right must end ; the people be dis-
missed ; the priests resume the daily minis-
trations; the law opens its stern account
afresh ; and in the mixture of national exac-
litude and neglects, defilements multiply
again {ill the recurring anniversary lifts off
the burden once more. Every year, then,
the necessity comes round of ¢ making atone~
ment for the Holy sancluary,” ¢ for the ta-
bernacle,”” “for the altar,” # for the priests
and for all the people of the congregation.’?
Yet, though requiring periodical renewal, the
rite, so far as it went, had an efficacy which
no Hebrew could deny ; for ceremonial sins,
unconscious or inevitable (to which all atone-
ment was limited),{ it was accepted as an in-
demnity 5 and put it beyond doubt that Mo-
saic obedience was commutable.~—J. Aurti-
neav.

#* Lev, xvi. § xxiil. 26—32; Ex. =xx. 10; Num: 711,

1 In three or four instances, it is true, a sin-offering is do-
manded from the perpetrator of some nct of moral wrong.
Tut in el! these cases & suitnble punishment was ordained
nlso ; @ circumstunce incounsistent with the idea, that the ex-
piation procured remission of zailt, ‘The sacrificenppended
to the penal infliction, indicates the two-fuld character of
the act: atonce s eeremonial dejilement and a crime; and
requiring, to remedy the une, an utoning site,—to chastise the
other, a judicin! penalty.

THE FATE OF GENIUS.

Who has not heard of Richard Brinsley
Sheridan, the Dramatist, Poet and Orator,
before whose towering genius; (Irish tho? it
was,) the whole people of Great Britain, in-
cluding even royalty itself, bowed in pro-
found deference, and admiration? Who
has not almost coveted his fame? Yetitis
a fame obscured by a blot, which all the
waters of time canuot wash out : he ived and
died a drunkard! In his sixty-fifth year,
after twenty-five years of confirmed drunk-
cuness, he died neglected and destitute, in
the heart of the metropolis of Great Britain,
and in the neighbomhood of the aristocratic
wealth, beauty and fashion, who had hung
delighted on_his superhuman eloquence on
the trial of Warren Hastings. That a man,
of whose eloquence the younger Pitt, a politi-
cal enemy, would say, it surpassed all the
eloquence of ancient or modern times, and

ossessed everything that genius and art
could furnish to agitale or control the human
mind, should have been a drunkard, and
should have sodied, is indeed a sad com-
mentary on the weakness of human nature !

It seems, however, that he was first in-
toxicated by praise, and afterwards by the
bottle. But if he had not by fashionable
indulgence contracted the habit of drink, the
latter would not have been necessary io take
the place of the other. The Jove of virtuous

raise is @ great incentive to right action.

t never can, in a sober man, lead to vice.
But in a man whose brain is on fire {rom the
influence of intoxicating drink, it may well
be as it was in the case of poor Sheridan,—
when senutes ceased to applaud, the bottle
was . necessary to make him still think he
was the same godlike man, who, with an
angel’s tongue, told the story of the suffering
Begums'! : ‘

The fonndation of Sheridan’s ruin was,
that he was the loved wit, who could set the
table in a roar, and who was the cherished,
and sought companion of every idle sprig of
aristocracy, from the Prince-of Wales,
downwards.. In such society he acquired
the habit of moderate drinking. His first

lass of wine was the beginning of the many
days and nights of rozial indulgence, which
at last ended in a-flosd-tide of drunkenness.

Mooney, who has lately published a most
jnteresting History of Ireland, and which
onght to- be -in the hands of every-one to
whom the story of Ireland’s wrongs, sufler-
ings, ancient fame, and surpassing merit,
may be in any degree intcresting, says of
Sheridan = The life of this extraordinary
man is perhaps the most-etiking evidence

in history of the dreadfnl evils of intem-
perance. Here was, indeed, a noble 1nind
overthrown by aleohol! Nor was it all ef-
fected at once. Sheridan was at first a
moderate drinker, by turns the hospitable
host, or weleome guest.  Ile drank to make
others huppy around him, to increase a
mutual pleasure. Fatal disposition! At
thirty years of age, he was, aswe have scen,
the first literary man in England,— Orator,
Dramatist, Minstrel, and all,>>—blessed with
a wife, the paragon of conjugal love, one
who was gifted with the highest musical
talents, and other kindred attainments, cal-
culated to heigliten the happiness of him
she loved so well! At forty, he was a con-
firmed drunkurd and a ruined man—his
brain suffocated or discased, incapable of
conceiving, and his body enfeebled, incapa-~
ble of exertion; his wealth spent, his
character lost, his friends avoiding him, and
he tottering down to the steps of taverns into
the decpest slough of poverty and debase-
ment ; that tongue, under the spell of whose
accents senates sat entranced, now in-
coherent and inarticulate : that eye, beam-
ing with the fire of genius, whosc recogni-
tions, in the street or palace, wasonce sought
for by Peers and Prelates, now dimmed or
dilated into plrenzy; that brain, whose
conceptions and creations filled congregated
thousands in theatres with joy, or melted
them into tears, now the habitation of a
thousand demons! O, it sickens the heart
to contemplate so grand a spitit overthrown,
so splendid and so mournful a ruin. Let
the eye of rising genius but rest upon tlie
pages of this man’s life, and take 2 warning
irom the inoral which it so forcibly incul-
cates,—S. C. Temperance Advocale.

To CorrestoNvents.—The lires of *Z.” are unnvoid-
ably omitted. They will appear in our next pumber,
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MONTREAL, OCTOBER, 1846.
“THE EVANGEE_IE:_&L ALLIANCE.”

During the past month, the papers coming
from the other side of the Atlantic have
brought us an aceonnt of the sittings of what
is termed ‘the Evangelical Alliance.”—
This is a combination of clergymen and
others, of various denominations, for the pur-
pose of promoting . Christian- union. - The
meetings took place in London, in Avugust
last, and were largely attended. It is said
that filty or sixty Americans were there,
and some of the Protestant Churches of the
continent of Ewrope were likewise repre-
sented.

The promotion of Christian union is anoble
purpose, and the Alliance may carry it for-
ward to some extent; but that cannot be
very far. They have departed from the
comprehensive principles of union laid down
by our Saviour, and therefore eannot possi-
bly succeed to the full extent required by
Christianity. It is palpably a sectarian
organization, and must be circumseribed
within seetarian limits. By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples,” said
Christ, “if ye have love one towards anc-
ther.”?” Love, therefore, is the true Gospel
bond of union, as stated by the great Gospel
Messenger,—the Son of God. But what
say the founders of the Alliance ?—*You
must believe in the Trinity, and the uiter
depravity of human nature, clse we will not
recognize you as Christian disciples, or per-
mit you unite with ns? 1t is clear, there-
fore, that their basis is narrower than that of
Christianity. On it may stand Calvinists,
Wesleyans, some Ipiscopalians, and some
Baptists. Among these, mutnal asperities
may be softened, and mutual distrust 1o-
moved, and a closer union effected. To
whatever extent this is done, good will he
accomplished. Bt if the Alliance really
desire to promote a union of all Christians,
they must abolish their sectarian barriers.
No doubt they think themselves very wise,
as the ‘“children of this generation’ are
generally apt to do; but they are not so wise
as Jesns Christ. Nor is it seemly in them
to make pretensions o any 11ighcr wisdom,
than his, by setting forth o more stringent
tost.of fellowship than he did.

The fundamental articles of the Alliance
are somewhat remarkable, They are nine

in number, of which here are four:—The
Divine inspiration, authority, and sufficiency
of Holy Scripture 3 The right and duty of
private judgment in the interpretation of Holy
Seripture ; The unity of the Godhead, and the
trinity of persons therein ; The wulter depra-
vity of human nafure in consequence of the
fall, —Was ever anything so anomalous and’
contradictory ? Here we are reminded that it
is our right and our duty to judge for ourselves
in the interpretation of the Scriptures, but we
are told at the same time what we must find
in them, and believe, before we begin to in-
quire at all. What a mockery! It islike
telling a man that he is free to go at large,
and at the same time putting fetters upon him,
In no other science save the much abused
science of theology, would such anomalics
and coniradictions be tolerated. A certain
class of theologians secem to consider them-
selves entitled 1o set consistency and common
sense at defiance. But in this they may find
themselves mistaken, and their mistake may
be made ecvident more specdily than they
dream of. Popular opinion is beginning to
look dognatic theology straight in the face.
Concerning some of the specified articles
of union, it is notorious that the members of
the sccls conventionally termed “Evange-
lical > do not agree among themselves, It
is mere pretence, then, {0 speak so loudly of
identity of opinion on what they call ¢ fun-
damentals,®? while they put widely different
constructions on the same form of words. If
certain speculative doctrines be absolutely es-
sential {o salvation, it is reasonable to expect
that they should be defined with precision.
There are various theories of the Trinity ex-
tant, all propounded by orthodox men. There
is the naked tritheism of Sherlock, and the
mere modalism of Wallis, These theories are
distinct and different. But which has the
saving truth in it ? This is what we should
be given to know, if our elernal salvation be
indeed staked on the correctness of the spe-
culative opinion. Again: With regard {o
Baptism. Since they give this ordinance a
prominent position, why do.they not tell us
what itis? Do we nol all know, that the
Baptists atlach a very diffevent signification
to this term, from {hat of the other denomina-
tions? Ifa belief in the authority and per-
petuity of this rite be necessary to qualify for
Christian fellowship, and to sccure salvation,
surely we should have been told wheiber the
sprinkling of an infant be really a valid bap-
tism or not.  Since itis made a vilal point, it
should have been carefully defined. Or,
again: with regard to the Atonement,~~the
¢central truth?? of the Gospel. Why did
they not state what they meant by it?  Our
readers may exclaim, surely they fully agree,
and understand each other on that point! We
rejoin—they surely do no such thing, and we
have the proof at hand to shew that they en-
tertain, and teach, widely differing notions
on that head, and misunderstand each other
wofully. Ourteslimony js Dr. Cox of Brook-
lyn, N.Y., one of the clergymen who went
over from America and joined the Alliance.
Here are his own words, from his own pen :—
«Y have heard great sermons from distin-
guished men; and it scems there is some de-
plorable want of manly, discriminating, and
thorough-going views, even on fundamental
points.  The doctrine of the Alonement is one
of them. They arc hampered, and strained,
and self-conlradiclory often; becanse they
lack clear and correct conceptions of that
sublime and glorious transaction. They are
not resolved as to ifs extent; and ihis with
me is a sure sign they misunderstand ils na-~
ture. 1never knew an exception.””  Such
is the evidence of an * cvangelical ?? wit-
ness, touching the ¢« evangelical * preachers
and preaching of Great DBrifain. And yet
Dr. Cox, and those concerning whom he
bears this testimony, come {ogether and pro-
¢claim to the world ihe identiiy of their belief
in fundamentals, because they assent alike (o
a certain naled proposition inwhich the word
<« Atonement > holds a prominent place. But
1o this word it is quite obvious they attach
very diverse ideas. It is manifest, therefore,
{hat the agreement of the ¢ Evangelical Al-

liance*” even in what they regard as essen,
tial articles, is merely a semblance, not a
reality,

Concerning the prospects of the Alliance
various opinions are cntertained. Some are
very sanguine as 1o the benefits likely 1o re-
sult irom it, whilst others regard it as very
doubtful whether it will accomplish any per-
mancnt or extensive good. We are of those
who think that it has not within uself the
irue clements of coherence, and is therefore
deficient in that which is essemial to an
carnest and permanent codperation. The
members of the Alliance, we may presumne,
like union ¢ well,? but many of them, we may
also presume, like their own sectarian canons
¢hetter.>  Though a Baptist, Congregation-
alist, or Methodist minister had the tongue of
an angel, and were as orthodox as Paul, he
wonld not be suffered by some of his minis-
terial brethren of the Alliance to let his voice
or his doctrine be heard before their congre-
gations, The pulpits of the Churches of Eng-
land and Scotlund are alike barred against
him. We do not mean to say here thata free
exchange of pulpits is absolutely essential to
Christian union ; but we do say,that where sce-
tarianism is permitted to obtrude, and peremp-
torily forbid such fraternal intercourse, there
is a serious obstacle raised to hearty sympathy
and cobperation. ¢ True friendship,® saith
the ancient adage, ¢ can subsist only among
equals.’?  There is a real {ruth at the bottom
of the saying.—Or, again, would the members
of the Alliance sit down to the Lord’s Supper
together? Why was not this proposed soma
time during their sittings 2 What could hava
been more appropriate and beautiful among
men who had come together from widely dis-
tant parts as disciples of Jesus Christ? ¢ Dq
this in remembrance of me,”” said our Saviour,
What an impressive symbol of sympathy and
union it would have been to have partaken
together of that delightful Christian rite !
But would they have done so? we ask again.,
—Would the close-communion Baptist have
sat down with the Methodist 2. Would the
Episcopalian have sat down with the Inde-
pendent? If so, we should be glad to hearit;
but we believe they would not. - Sectarianism
interferes here again, and raises its voicg
against it

How, under such circumstances, can wa
believe a real, whole-~souled Christian union
to subsist ? Their union, then, cannot be
thorough, heart-felt, and real. Nor can there
be any real Christian union based upon a sec-
tarian foundation, such as theiss. Such a
union cannot stand on a narrower basis, than
the broad and generous platform of the Chris-
tianity of Christ.

CZERSKT, TIIE GERMAN REFORMER.

This celebrated individual came to London
for the purpose of attending the  Evangeli-
cal Alliance.” He had been invited to at-
tend, but whether the invitation was an
official one or mnot, we cannot undertake to
say. We remember his reply. He stated,
at first, that re could not attend, alleging as
one reason his inability to bear the expense
of the journey. We did not hear anything
more of his intentions regarding the matter
until we saw it announced that he had ar-
rived in London.

Czerski, it appears, had seceded fromtho
Church of Rome, about four weeks prior to
the appearance of Ronge’s well known

In the excreisc of an independent judgment

stood upon the doctrines he found there.’
But he was not able to reconcile the various
paris of the problem of the Evangelical

the Seriptures cxactly what the Allianco
commanded, and required. So that he waa
refused admittance. ~He was heterodox in
their eyes. ‘We have not yet been able to
ascertain wherein his heterodoxy consisted.

Such was the treatment which Johannes
Czerski received at the hands of this so-

says tho Morning ddvertiser, “ has been suf-

letters concerning the ¢ holy coat® of Treves. .

he had gone to the Sacred Seriptures, and |

‘Alliance.” It appears he could not find in

called  Evangelical Alliance.”® ¢ Czerski,” °

.
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fored to walk the streets of London without
recognition. The Evangelical Alliance Liad
no welcome to offer him. But. for the
friendly ollices of the Rev. Mr. Hershell, a
Converted Jew, who statedly preaches in
the Jidgeware Road, this eminent individual
would have left our land, a broken-hearted
man.”?  Wonld it not be well if we had less
self-styled ‘¢ Evangelicism » ju the world,
and more real Christianity ?
THE WORLD'S TEMPERANCE CON-
YENTION.

The session of this Convention com-
meneced in London, on Tuesday, 5th Aug.,
and was attended by about three hundred
delegates and visitors, from various parts of
the world. It is believed that these meet-
ings have done much good, by arousing
amongst ull classes a deeper iuterest in the
cause of Temperance. The statistical evi-
dence elicited and laid before the Conven-
tion was such as could scurcely fail to pro-
duce in the mind of every right-thinking
member of the community, o strong eonvie-
tion of the obligation resting upon him, to
aid in the advancement of a cause so phil-
anthropie in itself and so consonant with
the spirit of Christianity.

In the course of the proceedings of the Con-
vention, ‘ An Appeal fo the British Nation
on the greatest Reform yet to be accomplish-
ed,” was read and adopted. It is from the
penof Mr. Sillk Buckingham ; and the {ollow-
ing extract from it, we have no doubt, will
be read with interest :—

¢ Tellow-countrymen, the agze in which
we live is called the Age of Reforin; and
among the nations of the earth, England
takes the forewmost rank amongst reforms.
The wise and the good in all countries look
to it for example, and in most instances
loolk to it with hope; but there is one giant
evil yet to be reformed, in which its exam-
ple is more pernicious than beneficial, and
in which its national influence has created
&0 vast an amount of injury, that all its ener-
gies should be put l'orllu at once, and with-
out an honr’s delay, to remove the Dlot
{rom its otherwise bright escutcheon. - Asa
people, you are intelligent—the world ad-
mits ity but, much as you have learnt, and
greal as is the superiority you manifest in
arts, in science, and in commerce, you are
yet, as fur as the mujority of your members
15 concerned, steeped in the profoundest ig-
norance as to the extent of injury sustained
by you all, in a greater or lesser degree, by
what you deem the innocent and moderate
use of intoxicating drinks. As a people,
you are wealthy—ne othier people on the
globe are your equals in this ; but, in no
country is so large a portion of that wealth
utterly wasted and destroyed, as it is by
usages and customs prevalent among you,
in all ranks of socicly, from the cottage to
the paluce—Dy all ages, all professions, both
sexes, and all conditions of men. As a
eople, you are courageous—ryour history
ﬁ:\s proved it: but there is one foe whom
you have not cournge to front, whom you
shrink from attacking—and before whose
sway you bend in dread and homage—the
tyrant, Fashion. As a people, you are free
—nono, perhaps, really freer: but amidst
all your boasted freedom, you are slaves 1o
a. habit which holds yon in fetters more
closely rivetted than those which manacle
the Alvicans for while you have broken his
chains to pieces, you still wear your own,
apparently unconscious of the bondage. As
a people, you are benevolent, moral, reli-
gious; your numerous institations and mu-
nificent subscriptions every where proelaim
it: but you nevertheless seem to be unmov-
ed by a sweeping torrent of destruction,
rolling over every part of your otherwise
beautiful and happy country, which mars
your henevolence, sutrages all morality, and
is the greatest stumbling-block to pure reli-
gion that has cver obstrueted its heavenly
path. * * * Ithasbeen proved by
parliamentary evidence,—sifted, examined,
and scratinized, bt never yet confuied or
deniad,—that the actual expenditure of mo-
ney, i Great Britain alone, exclusive of all
her colonies, in the mere purchase of intoxi-
eating drinks, exceeds fifty millions sterling!
a sum greater than the whole revenue of the
kingdom, -from every available source.
Does this vast expendituré . make any one
stronger or healthier than if he abstained en-
tirely fromitsuse?  The united intelligence
of the most enlightened-and eminent medi-
calmenof the country answer no !—and out
of a long list of those who have so answered,
Ly their signatures to public deeuments, it
will be enough to mention the names of Sir

.‘Tumcs Clarke, Sir I. Maegrigor, Sir Ben-
jawin Brodie, Sir Willimn Bumett, Drs.
Chambers, Paris, Bright, Copeland, Forbes,
Lathar, Bostoek, Guy, Key, IDiotson, and
a host ol others, including the very heads of
the medicul profession. "Does itmake any
one more industrious, or capable of enduring
greater labour?  The nuiformtestimonios of
Ianded proprictors, merchants, munufue-
turers, ind employers of large bodies of men,
i agricultare, traude, mining, in fleets, iy
armies, in isolated labour, or in co~operaiive
force, answer xo!  On the contrary, they
prove that it produces idleness in sucl o de-
gree, as that, on an average ol the whole
working comnunity, oue-sixth part of their
time, or ope day in every weck,is wasted and
expended by drinking usages und induloen-
ces 3 and therefore that ancther fifty millions
sterling is therefore lost to the whole nation
by the suppression or stagnation of s0 much
productive pawer: while the sickness and
debility occusioned by intemperance, both
parents and their progeny, adds considerably
to this loss of eflicient labour aud production,
great as italready is.  Does it improve the
mtelleet, or increase the skill of any living
being? ~ All experience answers xo! It
renders some stupld, others self-willed and
obstinute, some vain and coneeited, and
others furious und demoniacal: but of pa-
tient learning, practised skill, and ealin and
deliberate wisdom, it never imparted an
atom. It makes present idiots und future
lunaties, but it makes no man wiser or more
competent to the discharge of any of the
great duties of life.  Does it make men more
moral, women more chaste, or children more
truthful and houest?  Alas! in no one in-
stance has it ever done this. Stimulating
drink is every hour the exciting ‘canse of
nearly all the crimes that §ill our prisous,
that peaple our penal colonies, and that sup-
Py the executioner forthe gnllows.  Strong
drink is the parent of nearly all the mutinies
in the navy, and insubordinatiens in the ar-
my 3 and alnest all the totares of flogeing,
and every speeies of naval aud military pun-
ishment, is elearly traceable to this sinsle
cause.  Stimulating drink is the powerful
agent wsed to facilitate secuetions, adulte-
ries, and the daily violations of chastity, in
thought, word, and deed 3 aud the inmates
of uvery female asylum, with one united
voice will answer, that but for the use of
reason~drowning drink, their betrayers
would. never have succeeded in depriving
them of all that rendered life valuable—
their hitherto unspotied honour ; apd that but
for the sume conscience~searing poison, they
would have returned again, rapentant, to the
bosom of suciety,their expulsion from which,
as oulcasts, was owing to the eriminal con-
duet of others , but, inthe deliriun produced
by divink, they find their only solace, by
steeping their unulterable woes in tempora-
ry oblivion. And for children—in cvery
country emblems of purily and innocence, in
every religion “personifyimg angels of bliss
and glory—oli! let it be wtitten in buming
tears of grief and shame—echildren are every
day, in every town aud village, in every ho-
vel, and in every mansion, trained by their
blind and unthinking parents, to acqure an
appetite for this destroying poison cvery
time it is given to them by the maternal
hand—which should never dispense anght
but blessings—as areward for good behavi-
our—as something to gratify them and do
them good !—or, when seating them at the
table, and bidding them drink the healths of
those around, to elevate them for the moment
to the dignity of little men and women:
never dreading that in after-life this taste,
first sanctioned and fostered by parental ex-
ample, and meant, no doubt, in kindness,
may, by a subsequent vicious indulgence,
bring these originally pure and innocent
children to the last stage of dishonour and
degradation, a drunkard’s grave—a fate that
never could befal them if they never tasted
this insidious poison. Mere, then, are fifty
millions of money actually spent, and fifty
millions’ worth of valuable time and pro-
ductive labour wasted, without adding tothe
health, strength, capacity, skill, intellect,
wealth, virtue, morality, or religion, of any
single being. Is this the nation calling it-
self wise? ” Will it be ondured for a mo-
ment longer by a people calling themselves
free? Shall it be quailed before as an un-
conquerable evil, by a people calling them-~
selves brave ? M so, let them abandon all
these titles, and submit to be considered the
weakest and feeblest of mankind.”

ENGLISI OPERATIVES,

Elihu Burritt, the # Learned Blacksmith,??
of Woreester, Mass,, who is now making a
pedestrian tour of England, gives the follow-
ing as a leaf from lis journal :—

I was suddenly diverted from my contem-
plation of this magnificent scenery by a fall
of heavy rain drops, as the prelude of an im-
pending shower. Seeing & gate openy and

hearing a familiar clicking behind the hedge,
1stepped through into a little blacksmith’s
shop, about aslarge as an Americun smoke-
house for curing bacon.  The first object that
my eycs rested upon, was a full-giown man,
nine years of age, and nearly three feet high,
perched upon a stone of hall that height, to
ralse his hreast to the level of his father’s
anvily at which he was at work, with all the
vigor of lis little short arms, making nails.
Lsay a full-grown man, for'l fear he can
never grow any larger, physically or men-
tally. ~As T put my hand on his shoulder in
a familiar way, to make myself al home with
bim, amd to remove the timidity with which
my sudden appearance scemed to inspire
him, by a pleasant word or two of greeting,
his flesh felt ense-hardened into all the indu-
ration of toiling manhood, and as unsuscep-
tible of growth as his anvil block. Fixed
manhood had set in upon him in the green-
ness of his youth ; and there he was, by his
father’s side, a stinted, premature man ; with
his childhood cut ofl'; with no space to grow
up between the cradle and the anvil block ;
chased, as soon as he could stand on his Iittle
legs, from the hearth-stone to the forge-
stone, by iron necessity, that could not let
him stop long enough to pick up a letter of
the English alphabet on the way. O, Lord
John Russell! think of it! Of this English~
man’s son, placed by his mother, scarcely
weaned, on a high, cold stone, bavefooted,
before the anvil ; there to harden, sear, and
blister its young hands by heating and ham-
mering vagged nailrods, for the suslenance
her breast can no longersupply ! Lord John!
look at those nails, as they lie hissing on the
block. Xnow their meaning, use, and lan-
guage? Please your Lordship, let me ftell
you~—for I have made nails before now—{hey
uare iron cxclamation poinls, which this un-
lettered, dwarfish boy is unconsciously array-
ing against you, against the British Govern-
ment, and the ministry of Briiish literatue,
for cufting him off without a leiter of the
Yinglish alphabet, when printing is done by
steamn ! for incarcerating him, for no sin on
his or his parents? side, bul poverly, into a
dark, six-by-cight prisor of hard labour, a
youlhless being—think of it! an infant har-
dened, almost in its mother’s arms, into a
man, by toil that bows the sturdiest of the
world’s labourers whe came 1o manhood
through intervéning years of childhood !

The boy’s father was at' work with his
back towards me, when I entered. Atmy
first word of salutation to the lad, he turned
around and accosted me a little boshfully, as
if unaccustomed to the sight of strangers in
in that place, or reluctance to let them into
the scene and secret of his poverly. Isat
down upon otie end of his mnail-bench, and
told him T was an American blacksmith by
trade, and that I had come in to see how Tie
got on in the world ; whether he was carning
pretly good wages at his business, so that he
could live comforiably, and send his children
to school. As T said this, I glanced inquir-
ingly toward the boy, who was looking stea-
dily at me from his stone stool by the anvil.
Two or three liltle crock-faced girls, from
{wo o five years, had stolen in timidly, and
a couple of young, frightencd cyes were seen
peering over the door-sill at me. They all
looked as if some task were daily allotted
them in the soot and cinders of their father’s
forge, even to the sharp-eyed baby at the
door. The poor Englishman—he was as
much an Englishman as the Duke of Wel-
lington—looked at his bushy-headed, bare-
fooled children, and said softly, with a me-
lancholy shake of the head, that the times
were rather hard with him. It troubled his
heart, and many hours of the night he was
kept awake by the thought of it, that he could
not send his children in school, nor teach
them himself to read. They were good chil-
dren, he said, with a moistjyearning in his
eyes; they were all the wealth he had, and
he laved them the more, the harder he had to
work for them. The poorest part of the po-
verly that was on him, was that he could not
give s children the letters,  They were
good children, for all the crock of the shop
was on their faces, and their fingers were bent
like eagles® claws with handling nails. He
had been a poor man all his days, and he
knew his children would be poor all their
days, and poorer than he, if the nail business
should grow worse. If he could only give
them the letters, or the alphabet as hey ecall-
ed it, it would make them the like of rich;
for then they could read the Testament. He
could read {he Testament = little, for he had
learned the letlers by firelight. It was a
good hook, was the Testament; never saw
any other book—heard tell of some in rich
people’s houses; but it matltered but little
with him. The Testament, he was sure it
was made for nailers and such like. [t help-
¢d him wouderfully when the loaf was small
on his table. He had but little time {o read
it when the sun was wup, and it took him
long to read a little, for he leamed the letiers
when he was old. “But he laid it beside his
dish at dinner time and fed his heart with it,

while the childsen were eating ihe bread that
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fell 1o his share.  And when he had spelt oat
a line of the shortest words, he read them
aloud, and lis eldest boy, the one on the block
there, could say several whole verses he had
learned in this way. 1t was a great comfort
to him to think that Jeemes could take into
his heart so many verses of the Testament,
which he could not read. [le intended to
teach all his children in this way. It was
all he could do for them 5 and this he had to
do at meal times 3 for all the other hours he
had to be at the anvil.  The nailing business
was growing harder, he was growing old, and
and lis family large. e had 1o work from
Jour o'clock in the morning 6ill ten o’clock at
night to carn cighteenpenre. 1lis wages aver-
aged only about seren shillings @ wede ; and
there were five of them in thie family {o liva
on what they could carn. 1t was hard to
make up the loss of an hour. Not one of
their hands, however little, could be spared.
Jemmy was going on nine yeurs of age, and
w1 helpful lad he wasj; and the poor man
looked ot Lhim doatingly. Jemmy could work
off 2 thousand nails a day, of the smallest
size. The rent of their littie shop, tenement,
and garden, was five pounds a year; and a
few pennics earned by the youngest of them
was of great account,

Uxttamay Convestion, U.S.—The An-
tumnal Convention will this year be held at
Philadelphia, commencing on the 20th Oec-
tober inst.

Irisu ProtEstast Cnunen iy BostoN.—
We find the following announcement in the
Boston Christian WWorld :~

« The Rev. J. Fisher, recently from the North
of Ireland, formerly of the Synod of Ulster, will
preachin the Tall in Purchase Street, lutely va-
cated by the Lpiscopal Society, commencing on
Sabbath next, Oct. «4th and continuing for sucees~
sive Sabbaths, at the usual hours of public wor-
ship. With the Divine Blegsing, it will bé the
endeavor of the preacher to gather a new con-
gregation of Irish and other Dissenters, many of
whont are not at present connected with any of
the regular congregations of this city. "T'he lrish
Prolestants, in particular, are desirous of having
one of their own native preachers, whose sy~
pathies and views are more in accordance with
their own. Al are cordially invited to attend.”;

Tur Excrisu Chnurcnr 1N InELAND.—
The following is an extracl from an article
which appeared in the Ecectic Review for
August last :—

¢ 'The population of Ircland is nbout eight mil.
lions, more then six millions of whom are Roman.
Cntholics ; whilst of the remainder, there are on-
Iy about seven hmdred thousand belonging to
the established chureh ! The functionaries of the
state ehureh are not confined to those localitieg
where the main body of their adlierents are found,
but are fixed in places where they have few or
noue at all.  There ave no less than forty-ons
benefices twwhich there is wol a s ingleProtestant
Episcopalion! 'Theve are ninety-nine where
there are nat twenty Protestanta,and one hundred
and twenty mare, in which the number varies
from twenty to fifty. There are fifty other par-
ishes whose whole Protestant population consists
of only five lmdred and wwenty-seven indivi-
duals. % # # 1In such facts lie the materials
for discord, and of continual agitation.  "The fm~
niense revenbes of the state, form another item
in “the monster grievance.” Their precise
amount it is diffieult to ascertain. We have
made every attempt to do so, but without suceess.
1t iz our firm belief that the full amount is known
only to the recipients.  The income of the prim-
ate is certainly not less than :£20°000 per anmun.
‘I'he bench of bishops enjoy about £160,000 per
annum. #* * #%  And this, be it remembered,
in n country proverbially poor—where, even ac-
cording to govermment statistics, every fourth inan
isa paoper. * % * The incomes of some of the
clergy, in plnces where they have little or no duty
to perfor, having few, if any, adherents, amount
to @ very losge sum. We conld name fifty par-
iglies, containing only about onehundred and
twenty-seven individuals professing the Protestant
faith, whose united clerical revenues exceed

£11,000.—Ecletic Reviw,

Reniciovs Orvions.—Among the Acts recents
iy passed, is onc entitled, * An Act to relieve Her
Maujesty’s subjects from certain penalties and dis-
abilities in regard to religious apinions.” As a
remarknble feature in the Bill, it may be men-
tioned that there is no preamble, It is at once
declared that from and after the commencenent
of the Act, the various Statutes or Ordinances,
and the several Acts or parts of Acts, recited,
ghall be repenled. At < one foll swoop' it removes
from the siatute book hwenty-siz Acts of Parlin-’
ment, from the 5th and Gth Edward V1. to the
33rd George 111.—DBy the second provision, Jews
are to be subject fo the same laws as Protestam
Dissenters in vespect to schools and placos of
worship.—London Times. o
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DUTY.

BY W. Jo LINTON.

Be thou no coward !
Lifeis a trust:
Thou art God’s gteward
Dare to be just !
Cod's sun shines on all,

God is thy moster ;
Keap thy life whole ;
De thon no waster
Of body or sonl !
God watcheth thy falf,

Care for God's children!
Faith ever throve ;
There is no wild'ring
Where there is fove:
Love mustereth all,

“YYITENGE: CAME THE TARES?”

Whenee erept the "Lrinity into the Chris-
tian fold? This question T <hull now an-
swer by giving as briel a sketch as possible
of the history "of the Trinity.  But the first
pait of my history must be that of =bmple
Uniturinuisme; for vestiges of voother form
‘of doetrive cati be traced back farihier than
the third ceatory, nor ean we find sy evi-
dence that the doctiine of three equul persons
‘in the Godhead was wmaintained tll Jate in
abe foth contury. 1 am peeared o slnie,
wiihout fear of coniradiction, that the due=
trine of the equalily of the Futher, Sou, aud
1oty Spivit, cannot be forad in any work of
the Tivstjthree centudies, wenl thit there van-
not be fuend, with refecenee fo the divine
watvee, in any genaine Cheistine work of
the fiest two certucies, aey stvementof doe-
tring, equivalent, or approachds« to, or con-
wisteui with, the wodern doeteive "ol ihe
Trinity. Is it said, thay, becanse there was
no coutroversy dhort this deetrine, it was
was passed over nsiferce? I reply, that,
as tho Chuistian fuhers vovote ehieily abows
the divine natuve, attribuotes, and wiil, if
they lad this idea, they coudd net have fail-
951‘ o rse corresponding plvaseology ; for
Trinitariun. pluweology 35 wow wvs=ed by
"Crinitacians, viot ouly in controver-ial weit-
Tigs, but b prayers and - practical: ser-
wonsy il hag Leen freely nsed during ages
when the doetrine was réceived without vp~
positiow or dissents . :

_Yet farther, it ag certain as any fael in
history, that the Trinity was not in primitive
times the doctrine of the whole cluueh,
evenif we were 1o admit that it was held by
apurt of the cluwceh. No ecelesinstical his-
toriab denies or Jdonbts flat the Judaizing
Christinns ol Palestine, who forned distinet
seets ewly i the second: contwry, Vwere
Unitariang.  There were two sects of these
Christians—the Ebionites wwl the Nuza-
renes. The Ebionites believed Jesuns to
have been o mereauan, the zon of Juseph
and Mary 3 they are eotformly spokea of by
the Orthotux tuthers as hereiler. The Nu-
zarenes believed. in the miraculous bivthand
superhivnan dismity of Jesus, but remaurded
hig o a ereated and finite beingy and they
scem to have been vewarded as Oiholdox in
the earlicst times, and wre not speken of as
Yiereties (i)l the fourth ceniary. For these
ficts, it may be suflicieui to referyon to the
ecclesiastical histoey of Moshein, himselfl o
Trinitarian. Now covld theTrinity bave been
believed - by the greal body vi the chnrch
during - the first thice centuries, and Uwse
Nuzarenes have been left without ancthma
and obloquy.? )

. There is yet another remark of bnpoit-
ance ‘to be made with regand to the carly
Christian writings. They consisied 20t only
of works for the edification. of those veithii
the ehurch, but many of then were writien

{or the defencs and. propagation of the new.

faith, and were addie s2d 1o Jews and Da-
gans—10 the opposers and persceutors of the
chureh..  Im'writings of. this ¢lass; the mnost
important doetrine of the . whole. Chrisiiau
system could not have beeir passed over in
silence. It mnsl needs have: been elearly
stated and expounded, for the benefit of the
uninitiated,and elaborately defended against
donbis and objections. Let us see, then,
what sori of lunguage the carly advocates o
Christianity used in propagating and defend-
ing their veligion... . N :
:.0n the. day.of Pentecost, Peter-addressed:
a.confused, skeptical, amul moeking multi-
tude, many of whom had come ffom afar,
and werd utfer strangers to the new religion.
Hearlis simple statemiént, whiclimade, we

ave told; three thousand ' converts. - < Jesus.
of Nazarotlhi; a-man approved of God-wumung:

youy byonwaeles, and. wvouders; and. sigus,
whigh: God.dlid by. him.in the widst of yon,

as,ye yourselves, also know ; him, being de-

livered By 'the délerminate counsel  and

Toreknowledge of God; ye lave taked, and

by wicked hands hive crucified and slain,
whom God hath raised up.”*  Hear also in
what terms Paal preached Jesus for the fivst
time before the superstitions and idolusrous
Atheniuns, ¢ e lwth appointed w day in
whichhe will judge the world in rishteous-
ness, by that man whom lie hath owdained,
whereof he Luth given assuriace o all
men, in that he hath raised him front the
dead .t Hear adso St Paul’s synopsis of
his own preaching, in that hold, manly de-
fence before Agnippa, it which you will all
feal that it wus infinitely beneaih the apos-
tle?s clhuraeter to have wsed concealmeut ov
vquivocation, ¢ confinee nuto this day,
wibnes=ing both 1o small and great, saying
none other things than these whicl the
prophets and Moses did soy should come :
that Churist should suller, and that he shoukl
be the first that should vise from the dead,
and should hew light wito the people, wnd
w0 the Geatiles.” “ Suying “nuae oilher
things,’—could St.Puu honestly have made
such a denial as this, if he had preached
so novel mnd momentous a view of the diviine
wdave as the Trinity unfolds, especially
when it is considered that this must have
beenn an entircly unknown doctrine to
Agrippa?

The only other Cluistian apologist, whom
I'have time to quote, is Justin Mariyr, who
addressed o defencee of Christianity to Anto-
ninus Pius aboutthe year 140, and abont the
ame time wrote o defence of Christimity
aguinst Jewish objections, in the foru of a
dialogue with Trypho the Jew. Juotiig I
remitel in passing, has always held aw ui-
questioned  rank ™ amongst the Oithudox
tuthers.  Speal i of Jesus (iuthe dialogne
witl T'rypho), he suys : ©The Futher is the
author to hiw, botl, of kis existence, and of
hisjbefrg powerim, and of lis being Lord
and divine.”?  “He was rubordinate 1o the
Taiher and o minister to Lis will.??

I will now offer you a few cxtracts fiom
the fathers of the fivst three or four eeniurics,
premisioy that I shall fquete from no reputed
heretie, i only from those whoin the Trini-
s L vewand as representatives of the Octho-
oxy ol their times,  Ishall have no diffical-
ty, [think, in shewing you that these fa-
thers were what we now cail Unitarians.
Clewsent of Route, @ vevsaual fviewd of 8L
Pavl, (helieved on the concuiting {estimony
of antiquity to be the Citment meniioned by
St. Pund tu the eypisile to the Philippians)l
styles Josns ¢ the sceptre of the Mojesty of
God.»? . We find, towards {he close of his
epistle (o the Corinthians, the following dox-
nlogy,—could a Trinitarizi hove writtew it?
«Now God, the Inspecior of all things, the
PFather of all spirits, and ithe Loxd of all flesh,
wio has chosen o Lord Jesus Chirisi, and us
hy him, his peculiar people, grant to every
soul of wan {hat calleth upon his glovioss and
holy name, faith, fear, ycace, long-snilering,
patience, temperance, holiness, and sobriety,
unto all well-pleasing In his sizht, thiongh
oue TTigh Priest and Protector, Christ Jesus,
by whom be glory, and majesty, and power,
and honor unto hitn, vow and forever.>
Clement of Alexsindrio, who wrofe near the
beginuing of the third cenlvry, spys: #'The
Mediator performs the will "of the Talher.

The Word is the Medtator, heing cotmnon to
both, the Séal of God and fhe Saviour of Men,
God’s Servaut and onr Instructor.”?

Origen, the most lewrned of the fathers,
wrote about the year 225, Tle say=: ¢ The
TFather only is the Cood ; and the Saviour, as
he is the image of the invisible God, vo s he
the fwage of his goodness.? ¢ Tf weknow
what peayer is, we must not pray to any
ereated beiug, not to Clrist himself, but ouly
{0 God, the Father of all, towhom our Saviour
himselfl prayed.”? % Weare not to pray (o a
brother, who has the soniec Father with our-
selves, Jesus himaell saying, that we must
pray {o the Father through the Son?? If this
is not Unilarianism, whal is it? .

" Fuscbins, the futher of ecclesiastical histo-
1y, who wrote a2hbout the yeur 320, says:
«There is one God, and “the only-begollen
comes ont of him,?? "¢ Chuist, being neither
{he Supreme God, nov an ungel, is of » mid-
dle. nature between them; and being neither
{he Sujweme God, nor a man, but the Medja-
{or, is in the middle between them, the enly-
begoiten. Son. of God.” ¢ Chuist, the only-
hegotten Son - of God, and the firsi-born of
exery creature, teaches us to call his Faiher
the true God, and- commands us to worship
him only.”? ’ ’

"1IMhad mwked for quotation many mwre
extracts from the same and other fathers of
the chareh ; but I omit them for the sako of
brevity.. Aud now let e ask, could these.
fathers have been Trinitarians, . in the rno-
dern gense of that word 2. Could & modern
Trinitarian have weritten the passages which
I.havo. now quoted?  Haud I gnoted them,
without uaming. theiv authors, would youi not
have taken;them, for cxtracts from. the
wrilings, of Unitwrian, divines? I trnst that

1 there. 1s.ne need of my saying, that I bave

endeayvoured .10; ropresenut the . opinjons of

¥ Aols i, 9294, f Acts svil, 31, 1 Acts xvi, 9293,
|| Philippians’ v, 3~ = - - . :

those times impartially. Durmg the seeond
and third centuries, from a source which 1
shall shortly indicate, there was a gradual
introduetion of Triniiarian phrascology into
the ehnreh.  DBut I no mote believe that 1
myself am a Unitarian, than I do that the
Christian fathers of the {irst three centurices,
whose woirks have come down 1o us, were
all of them virtually Unjtarians. Though,
from the time of Justin downward, there
was a gradeal departure from the stmplicity
of the gospel, and a teudeney towarnds mys-
tical views of the divine nature, and to-
wards the recosnition of n threefold distine-
tion therein, yet I believe, that, down to the
end of the second century at least, it not of
the third, the doetrine of three equal persons
in the Godhiead would have beent deemed as
arozsly heretieal, as that of the undivided
uuity of God is anywhere reguded at the
present time. :

We have now reached the peviod of the
Arviun controversy, and the celebrated
Couueil of Nice. The Arian controversy
was ont this wise. Alewiudder, bishop of
Alexandria, in an assembly of his presby-
ters, maintaived that the Sen was of the
samie essence with the Futher. This as-
seriiont was oppoused by Arius, one of his
meshyters, who matiteined that the Son
was {otally sud essentinlly distinet from the
Futher, being the first wud noblest of Iis
croatves, The dispote waxed warm, each
side (uding strony mul detecmined cham-
pions, vutil at Jlength Alexander stmunoned
a rumerous council, aml deposed Arius and
his adhevents from thelr oflices in the
church,  Upon thiz, the controversy spread
like wildfire, inflamed the whele elnneh,
and firally led to the swomouing of the
Council of Nice, which met inthe year 325,
condemued hy vote of the majority the dec-
trine of Arius, procured his banishment isto
Hlyria, ad established what 35 called the
Nieene ereed,—u creed not strictly Trinita-
vian, thoush strongly  teeding that wiy.
This ereed applies the title of Gad to our
Saviour ; but calls him God oul ar or de=
rived from God,and thas does not make him
a self-existent aud independeut being, so
that this Iast step towards the full develop-
ment of the Trinity still remained to Le
tukens  There was a larre minority of the
Couneil that dissented from this creed,
thougl jt was backed by the authediyof the
emperor Constantine, who fook an active
part iu the session.  Ouly five years after-
wards, the ewperor, linving Deeome an
Arinn, repealed. the Jaws against Arius, and
ingtituted a series of oppressive measures
azainst the partizans of the Nice::e creed.
Teu years aflter the session of  the Couneil
of MNiee, the Comncil of Tyre deposed
Athanasins, Alexander’s suceessor, and
reinstated Arius and his adherents i their
former offices and honors in the Alexandvi-
an churein  From this thne, for a pericd of
vaore than forty years,the Avian parly gene~
rally had the supremacey ; and the Nicene
creed could not, therefore, have been ealled
the ereed of the church until near the elose
of the fourth century.

The Athanasian creed is the oldest monu-
ment extant of the doetrine of three literally
equal persons in the Godlwead. This was
prolably written by Hilary, who died in the

{latter part of the fouth centiry. It has

been recognized i the Romish ehinrel as an
authentic compend of fuith, since the nintl
or teidh centwry. Tt isvetained inthe Eng-
lish book of common prayer; and its exclu-

sion fromt the serviee of the Ameriean Epis-~
copal ehurely was assented o with great re-
Tuetance by their transatlantic brethren. Tt
is a very long and prolix document, and 1
eanvot 'l)_\mden you with the whole of it ; yet
T iun going to give yon a pretry long extract
from 1t, for Lwo reasons, first, that you may
see in s own canonical language what ab-
snrdities and contradietions the docetrine of
the Lrinity involves ; and, sccondly, that yon
may contrast it, as [read it, with the “sim-
plicity that is in Chyist.” o

“We worship one Cod in Triuity, and
Trinity ja unity ; neither confounding the
persons, nor dividing the substance. ™ For
there is one person of the Father, anather ol
the Son, and another of the IToly Spirit. But
tho Goadbiead of the Father, of the Son, and of
the Holy Spivit-is ull ane, the glovy oqual,
the majesly coeternal. . Sich as the Fathor
is, such is the Sou, and sueh is the Holy
spirils  The Father: wereate, the Son un-
erente, and the Holy Spirit wnereate.  The
Father incomprehensible, the: Son. incon-
prehengible, and the Holy Spivit incompre-
hensible. The Fatheér ctemnal, the Son eter-
nal, and the:Holy: Spirit. eternal.  And yet
there are not, three eternals, but gne elernal.
Astlso there are not ‘three incomprehensi-
bles, nor three unereated; Lot one tnereate
and. oner incomprehensible. . So; likewise,.
the Father is Almighty, the.Son Almighty,
and the Holy Spifit Almighty. And yet
there'are not. three’ Almighties ;- but ono
‘Almighty. ~ So thie Fatheris: God, the Son
is God;-and the Floly Spiritis: Géd: "And

yet-theid are: not three Gods,-but'one Gals | ™

—
So likewise the Tather is Lord, the Son
Lord, and the Holy Spivit Lord : and yet not
tiiree Lowds, but one Lord.  For like as we
are compelled by the Christian verity to ae~
knowledge every person by himsell 1o be
God and Lord, so are we forbidden by the
Cathiolic relizion to suy, There be three Gods
or three Lords, * * * * Aund in this
Trinity noue is fore or after other; none is
greater or less than another; but the whole
thiree persons are cociernal together and co-
equals”? Ot all which, and much more like
it, the ereed in its sequel choritably asserts,
and thie good people of the Enalisiu church
are comrpelled by the rubrie to hear on no
fess than thirteen Sundays and festivals in
the year: ¢ Which fitith except every one
do keep whele and undefiled, without donbt
he shall perish everlastingly.®?  The ouly
appropriale responae to this would be in the
wonds of the apoatles, “Who then can be
saved 277

We have now scen that the doctrine of
the Trinity is not tavglt in the Bible, and
that it formed uo pact of the Christian sys-
tern as maintained by the primitive churel.
Whenice theu earne it? [ hiave no hesita~
tiow in refening it to the Platonic philozo-
phy.  Pluto had written much about threc
divine priveiples, which he had styled the
One or the Good, Mind or Word, and Soul
or Spirit.  His followers had talked and
written wnystieally aboul these same thiee
prineiples, until the number ree had be-
come with them a sacced nwmber, and a
divine Trinity had assumed 2 prominent
place among the doetrines of the later. Pla-
touists, insowuseh that it may be traced in
all their works,  In process of time many
eminent  Platonists  became  Christians.
Justin Matye was a devoted diseiple of
Platw.  Alexandria, which, as we have
seen, was the birth-place of the Chiistian
Trissity, was the head-quarters of Platonisin
and the early Trinitacian fathers were all
Platonists, and were therefore Trinitarians
belore they became Christiing, These fa-
thers having beea much and long in the
schools of philosophy, conld 1ot come to
Jusns with the simplicity of little children,
They were wnwilling to be disviples of
Christ alone.  They quoied Plato and Jesus
Clirist in the same breath, believed in both
with equatly mhesitatiog assurance, incor-
porated the Platonie Tvinity into their reli~
mions creed, remodeled the Christian sys-
terrv i the Platonie monld, and then com-
plimented the memory of Plo on his hav-
g anticipated the essentinl doctrines of the
gospel.. That this statement 15 not exagge-
rated will appear from the faet, that, in
their extant writings, the early Tvinitarian
fathers always quote Ploto and his fol-
lowers, as freely as they do the New Testa-
went, on the subject of the Trurdiy. Ste
Augustine expressly saye, that he was in
the dark with regard to the Thivity, until he
found the true doctrine conceruny the di-
vine Word in a Latin transhdion of some
of the Platonic writings, which the povi-
dence of Gad had thrown i his way. I
mizht, had 1 time, adduce numerons quo-
tations from the Cluistian fathers to the
same effeet.

1 have now accomplished, as far as pos-
sible within the liinits of a single lecture,
the work propesed.. T have shown you, us
I think, that the Triuity is not a doctrine of
the Bible, that it was 10t believed or
tanght by the early Churistian fathers, and
that it derived ils techuical phraseology, its
ideas and its ultimate form, fron the Pla-
tonie philosophy- .

One word in conclusion.. If the view
which [ have now presented be jost, ours is
no new doectrine, but the faith first delivered
to the suints,  What we believe, was the’
erced of the chureh in those days, whery
there were tougnes of fire awd liemts all
zaal, whei the word was guick and power-
ful, when the dizeiples offered theiv all npon
the altar of their faith, and multitudes of
#uch as shonld be saved were daily ddded
to the cornpany of the believers. Whymay,
not the same creed bear Jike fruits nuw, and
among us ? May it not, God Thelping, if-
we are fithful to onr Helt 2 Let us not; if
we think that we have the  trathy, idly boast

of our superjor discerranents. for it only ™

makes our negligence und slugyishness the-
niore -Dlamewortly.  Were we  blind, we.
should have less sine -But'now that we says;:

Ve see, onr sin reroains.  If we have tle:

light, Jet us walk as children of the Tight.:
If we deem owrselves, in our own views'of
religious - dvetrine, more faithiul: thian our
fellow ‘Christians to the sublime declarationt
of Mases, “The Lord onr God is one Lord,*>
let -us be  no less faithful to the command-:
ment, which he amiexes to that declaition;
—<¢Thor shalt:lave the Lord thy God ‘with'.
all: thy: hearty and: with “all thy soul, and’
with all thy :might,”*—d. P. Peabody, :
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