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MONTREAL, SATURDAY, 21st NOVEMBER, 1846.

—m e inr an o . v -~ .

QUEBEC BOARD OF TRADE.

In another part of our paper will be found a Report of a Special
Commiittee of the Quebee Board of Trade, on the Report of the
Montreal Boanl of ‘I'rade dated 1th August last. As the mer-
cantile commuanity of Quebece, juduing by this emanation from
what we presume may be cor<idered their commercial represen-
tative body, differ materially from their brethren in this city, in
Toronto, in Hamilton, and we believe we may say in all the other
commercial cities of the provinee, we have thouglht & right that
our readers showid have the means of judging the validity of their
arguments in favour of their views.

1t gives us pleasnre to observe that on one point there is no dif-
ferenca of opinion Letween usy—namely, that the repeal of the
duty of 3s per quaner uow exacted on foreizn wheat imnported
for our cousumption is imperatively called for.” 1135 to be regret-
ied that there is not equal harmony on other subyects.

The Board of Trade of Quebec do not appear to entertain any
very decided Btitity 1o the maodification or repeal of the Differ-
ential Duties by onr Provineial Legislatnte, sinen such a power
s been couceded o them by the Imperial Parliaments but
they seem to prefer a partial modification to @ total repeal, and
this they state to be for “the maintenance of a suflicient re-
vonue 7 We contess ourselves ineapable of comprehendmg
what they mean on thus subject, inasmunch as we cannot see how
Dilerential Duties cair improve the revenne : their <ole object
beings to enconraze imponation from one plice in opposition to
anather, they act o< a bovety to the countsy protected at the ex-
pense and to the loss of the sevenue.  1f the duties from all
countries were equahized, the marimum of revenue could be le-
vied at the minimwen of eost to the consumer.  This we take to b
the sonnd principle of Lexaton.

We scarcely think our Quebee fiiends have stndied this subject
of the Differential Daties.  Indeed their mam olyert appers 1o be
tointroduce their often-ieiterated arguments in favour of protec-
tion to their Timber Trade, and their aftes-repeated complaints of
the hard usage they have met wath at the hands of the Home Go-
vermment,  Pornciier aeon an eafortuaate expression in the Re-
portof the Montzeal Bouard of Trade i which aifnsion 1s made ta
“timber and a few other naimportant artieles,™ they put the con-
struction, neither pustified by mammar nor the evidentmeaning of
thewriter, that the value of the Timber Trade is huabtly estimated
by the Mon real Board of Fiade, and they therenpon cite statistics
which nebady ever dreamt of denyving, to prove the extent and
impmtance of thattrade. Now to this we <ee no serwus objection,
except the dirinzeuaus misconstmction of the passage in ques-
tion, and the olter irrelevaney of the statemert to the teal ques-
tion then under disens<ian, uamely, the expediency or otherwiso
of repealing the Thffercunial Dusties wathm this provinee.

Ou more than one oceasien the Quebee merchants have com-
mitled the ersor of confoumdinge the guestion of protection in the
mather connnty 10 our products, and protection in this conntry to
Imperial praducts.  The fonner is an Tmperial guestion, which
will be, and in fact has been, scttled by the Imperial authoritics,
probabiy withont referenee toonr oprions: while the Inter is left
to vur Legislature, and is theretore a fit suljeet for discussion.
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acton the British Mi~ <ty i indueing them to withdraw the pro-
teetin s from Colonial ttnber in Brton: but veally of they will
take the tronble to peruse the opitaens of British statesmen of all
shades of polities on the oeeasion of passing the Betish Posses-
sions Act of last session, we think they will be satisfied that no
such eonsequences will follow,—in fact, that all that s ashed in
fayour of Bintish produce i< that it may not be placed in a more
unfavourable fuoting than Foreixn.

There do appear to be somne strange inconsistencies in the
Quebee Board of Trade's Repmt, which we merely remark en
passant to give thewn an oppminnity of explaining, aad wlich we
presume they will find no dificuliy in doing, sinee the subject is
one which they evidently have at hewsty and have therefore pro-
bably profonndly stadied.  For instance,in answer to the Mont-
real Buard of Trade, thev esthmate the protections on timber secur-
ed to this provinee, at 13s. pet load, as £250,000 par annum, and
having 1thus warmed our gratitude 1o the Baush Goverument, in

e
the neat sentence they cool it by rermanking, “ this pratection 1s,
hewever, uafortunately more nommal tan realy the Balue mer-
chants lavinr an advintage in frelulits of abort 20x. per load,
virtually laving @ premunm of 3¢ par lued in favour of the fo-
roigner ' Awain, we are ol that Lecaise the price ot Foreign
timber has not deelined to any extent sinee the diminution of
duty in Biitain, the differevee has been so muel tihen fiom the
Britich revenue tn put into the pocket- of the foreixmers; vet in
the same sentenee it is mbmiited that the cousnmpticn of umber
has erormous!y inereased, a fact which, wiether a consequence
or not of the reduetion of duty, sufiicieutly acconnts tor the mam-
tenance of the price As to the less tothe Brtish revenue, the
returns to Parlament shew  that the daties ou tamber, which
n 1813 were £611,495, in 1815 were £1,012,105.

The Repont of the Quebee Board of Trade. whilst o<tentas
tionaly proclaiming the gain to the doreizuer Ly the nedaction
of duty in Britain, is stadionsly slemt ws to the fact thet Co-
Joniad timber of ¢very deceription, we beieve, commands a
higher price in the Biitish market now thau it did previons to
the redoction of 8Ss. per Joad in 1SEL and that whilst the in-
creise in Foreizgn timber and deals entered for home consumyp-
tiem in 1815, over 1842, amonnted o only 138817 fvads, n
Colonial it amounted to 706.659 Joud:.

These facts will, we trust, prove some consolation to such
of our readers as may have been led to cutertain apprehen-
sions for the futare prospeniy of onr Tanber Trade,

On the subject of the Britisli Navizaten Law. it would appear
that the Quehee Board of Trade cutettan deertadiv daferent
opiniens from those which the advacate- of Free Trade mmain,
A< with Differential Duties, g0 with Navieatian Laws, there 13 an
obvions indicposition to arapple with the main guestion. It s
supposed, and an armment is attempte 1o be based upon it that
the Montreal Board of Trade was not awire that Colonial vessely
ate entitled to the puvelizes of vessels budt in Britain, Realiy
this i~ chikiish,  Fvery schoo'=boy will iuform the writers of the
Qiiebee Boand of Tiade Report that & Colnaial-built ship is Bris
tish, aml the whale senpe of the arguaedt of the Monireal Bomd
of Trade is directed fuat as much agaiust the monopoiy of the Co-
lonial as the Britich shipowner.

We are net aboutin the presont naraber ta teiterate the objec-
tions which we have ureed i terms so vanous azainst the British
Naviztion Laws, but <hall content ourselveswith referrg to the
remark in the Qiicbee Board of Trades Report that we can baild
vescels cheaper than they ean bie constructed in Great Britain or
the United States. We admit such to be the case, and we a<k
what reason then for pratectivn to oar <hipowners?  What hiave
they o apprehend from competition with forerzers?

Amaing the Qichee Board of Trade aceonat forthe comparativo
cheapness of fivighis from New York to Butain by the tact thint
the amemnt of freight from Britain is so great as to make the out-
ward trip the nost pofitable part of e voyace, aud conse-
quemtly the retern freight can be affurded 1o be tuken Jow;
whereas to Canada, the greater pirt of the vessels comuug ot 1
ballast, the retsmn voyage is the principal source of profit to the
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owner. Tlis al« we admit to be true to a certain extent, butnot | which grvern our Quebec frie ids, have deterred the Boards of

sutliciently to account for the envrmous oceasional disprupottion
I freighty i the respective places ; but what does it prove ¢ The
expedicacy of putting our trade on such afooting as that we may
obtam fur vessels radimg to our ports also a large amount of outs
ward freights : and this, we believe, may be done through the
modification of the British Navigation Laws and the vpening of
the St. Lawrence to foreigners.

The illustration of the impolicy of the Navigation Lawz so for-
cibly stated in the Report of the Montreal Board of Trade in the
case of our trade with Cuba, &c., is attempted to be got over by
the Quebee Board, but in vain.  The fact stands unassailed that
inthe present state of our commercial relations our only means of
gettiug a cargo of sugar 1s by sending a vessel in ballast fur ity thas
ensuring the e\‘pense of two voyages ; whereas had we the privil-
eae of hiring  foreign vessel, we should only incur the cost of one.
The answer of the Quebec Board of Trade, (Dorrowed from the
Montreal Gazelle,) is cur.ous ; namely, that the sugar can be im-
ported, through the Amernican Drawback Law, via the United
States Canals.  That is merely a reiteration of, not an answerto,
ourobjection, which is, that our Upper Canadian brethren, and in-
deed vurselves, are enabled to draw our supplies by foreign vessels
through foreign canals cheaper than through our own canals, and
that thus our formidable commercial rival New York is aggran-
dized at our expense.

Butthe continnance of the British Navigation Laws is advocated
by the Quebace Board of Trude as an equivalent for the sums of mo-
ney expended by the British iation on this Province. We admit no
such plea, nor woull Great Britain venturo to make uso of it.
She, fur certain reasons of state, thiuks proper to maintain a mili-
tary force ou this continent, but it is at her option at any moment
to increase, diminish, or totally to withdraw it; and she has long
since admitted, in the most solemn manner, that she has no right
to tax us one sixpence for its support.  And is she to do that in-
directly which the constitution forbids to be done directly 2 If
50, at least lot us come to some distinet understanding of the
terms of the compact! Let us know the precise amount of pro-
tection to be afforded to British shipping, i consideration of tho
grecise amount of military expenditure within the Province!

Vhen the two sides of the account are thus stated, we shall be
better enabled ta judze whether the advantage on our side is so
great as the Quebec Board of Trade wish us to believe : nay, we
may perhaps even come to the conclusion that it would be better
to be directly taxed for the maintenance of our militery defences,
than to suffer the loss of our commerce, the decay of our pullic
works, and the decline of our revenue, which we believe must
result from the restrictions imposed ou us by the British Naviga-
tion Laws.

As to the balance of {rade, the Quebec Board of Trade need
trouble themselves little about it : the value of our exports will
adjust themselves to that of our imports without the iutervention
of any extraneous aid. There is little fear of the foreign merchant
sending us more property than we have the means of paying for.
As to our means of raising the funds necessary for the support of
our civil government, and our other necessary expenditure, if we
rely on other resources than those which we have within ovrselv. .,
and which it only needs an enlightened spirit and sound judgment
on the part of our statesmen to make available 10 a munh greater
extent than they are at present—we trust to 3 broken reed. On
whole past history abundantly proves the folly cf expecting a
continuance of commercial protection in any shape from the mo-
ther country ; and had we svoner discovered this fact, and relied
on our own exertions instead of trusting to others, we are satisfied
that this would have been a fur more prosperous country than it
now is,

On the free navigation of the §t. Lawrenee, our Quebee friends
abstain from giving an opinion, because, as they state, the subject
is better understood by the Inperial Governinent, ¢ as involving
principles and intergsts of great magnitude and vast importance
to the whole empire,” We wonder then how they venture to
give an opinion aon the British Navigation Laws generally.  That
surely is alsq a question of great importauce to the whole empire,
and involves most important principles; nay, it is so general in
its character, and so closely connected with the national policy,
that we may well imagine it has occupied the serigus attention
of British statesmen. 'The question of the free nayigation of the
St. Lawrence, on the other hand, is one—although doubtless it
also involves high considerations of national policy, which form
a fitsubject for grave deliberation on the part of the British minis-
ter—which appeals directly to the feelings of every inhabitant
of Canada, because by it lus pecumary interests are most imme-
diately affected.  We can, therefore, scarcely conceive the possi-
bility of any individual connccted with our corimerce~still less
of any pubiic boldy representing the greatest shipping port of the
couutty—remainiag neutral during the agitativn of such a ques-
tion. We will admit that the national question may bz better
understood by the British Government than by us; but we doult
if the provincial question—that on which ous very existence as
a commaercial countiy depends—is at all known in Britain ; and
we rejurce that 1o such overstrained feelings of delicacy as those

Trade of the uther commercial citivs of the Province from ex-
ressing their opinions.  We morcover confidently rely that the
rovincial Legislature will, at its neat session, lend its influence

inthe same cause, and obtain the object at which the majority of

the inkabitaunts of all parts of Canada, unless it be Quebec, im,

—the Fxek Navication or THEST. Lawarnce. By that time, we

trust, our Quebec friends will have matured their opinions.

TILE PROVINCIAL TARIFF.

Having at length succeeded in arousing public attention to the
serious iujuries inflicted on our commerce and industry by the
operation of the Navigation Laws, and, by force of argument and
facts, compelled our opponents, the Montreal Gazette in particular,
to acknowledge in the most unequivocal language that “ com-
mercially they are totally indefensible”! und consequently in-
compatible, in their present state, with a full degree of colonial
prospenty y—having, we say, established these important truths,
and wrung the admission from our most violent opponents,
we consider ourselves now at liberty to revert to the subject of
the Provincial Tariff, a topic scarcely, if at all, inferior in impor-
tance to the Navigation Laws, in its beariugs upon the well bemg
of the people of this Province.

In our present number, it will be our endeavor to lny beforo
our readers the rough sketch of such a tariff scheme as would, in
our opinion, meet the general concurrence of Free Traders,
throughout the Province. It will illustrate on the one hand, what
we understand by a Free Trade Tariff ; and, on the other, that
such a scheme might be instantly adopted by the country with-
out endangering the credit or impairing the annuul revenue of the
Province.—Nay, we venture to assertit will show that, while we
diminish taxes, the presumption is altogether in favor of our
thereby inoreasing our available revenue.

Let us however at the outset, again endeavor to set some of
our contemporarics in the Western part of the Province right as
to our views upon taxation. Some of them still persist, we ob-
serve in alleging that we wish at once, and per saltum, to resort
to a system of direct tazation. We have repeatedly and plainly
repudiated that intention. Our doctrine has been, that looking
upon both direct and indirect taxation as the same in principle,
as falling directly upon income, we consider the adoption of
cither system should depend entirely on the following grounds :—
1s. Its practicability ; 2nd. The comparative expense of collec-
tion; and 3rd. The comparative convenience to the community
at large. . . .

We know that the indirect system is practicable; we know its
expense, and we know it is convenient; and till t-hose w}}o ad-
vocate the opposite system come forward and prove its superiority,
wo considor ourselves justified in refusing to adopt it, although we
are aware it has some influential adyocates, both here and else-
where. Our opposition to it, however, as will be seen by what
we have stated, s not positive ar active, but passive. e are
open to conviction, and ready 1o examine any scheme founded
on the principle of direct taxation that may be put before the
country. . .

In the meantime we shall endeavor to explain our own views,
We see nothing at variance with Free Trade, in a well regulated
Tariff of Custom House Duties. What we object to is a Tariff
calculated to limit or prohibit importations,—2 duty that has the
effect of artuficially raising the prico of commodities far above the
mere ampunt of duty levied upon them. Take, for instance, the
article of pork. It is well known that the Province requires to
import fully as much again for its consumption as it profuces.
The duty is about 11s. per barrel. What then istheeffect? The
consumer_ not only pays 1ls. gcr barrel to the revenue on the
quantity imporled for his use, but pays perhaps fully the same
sum in extra price upon the whole quantity he"consumes of dames-
tic production. ‘Thus, for instance, for a barrel of American mess
pork, he pays, we will suppose, first 50s. as the prime cost, then
11s. to the revenue for duty, making the total cost, 61s, Now as
there cannot be two market prices for the same commodity, it
follows that he must, under these circumstances, pay the domestic

roducer 61s. also, for his barrel of pork; while, on the other
Eand of there were no duty, it is clear the consumer would pay
only 50s. all raund, for his suppplies. We object then to such a
duty, from its obvicusly unjust and injurious effects; inasmuch
as 1t niot only compels a certain part of tho community to contri-
bute to the rovenue, (which none can object to,) but also to cons
tribute in perhapsan equal ratio fo his fellow sulject, which is
manifestly nnjust. . .

The dutics, on the other hand, to which we can see no objec-
tion, are such as are levied on sugar, tea, wines, &c., because
there being none of these commodities produced in the province,
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it follows clearly, that the price of such to the consumer is merely
enhanced by the amount of duty paid on them, inasmuch as the
whole quantity consumed must necessarily be imported. The only
question, then, in such case should be, What rate of duty will yield
the largest return to the revenue ?  In constructing our tariff,
therefore, we shall maintain the principle that duties shoutd be lad
exclusively, if practicable, on such articles alone as are not pro-
duced to any extent in the province. We must acknowledge,
however, that practically we do not think this principle can be
perfectly carried out.  For instance, we do not think it possible to
avoid taxing imported cottons, woollens, and such like manufac-
tures, yet we know a few cotton, woollen, and other manufactorics,
have already sprung into existence, and hence, we are av-are, any
duty upon such imported goods must necessarly tend to enhance the
market price of the domestic manufacture. As yet, however, the
quantity of the latter is unimportant, and may, therefore, for the
present, be disregarded as too insignificant to be noticed, or, at all
events, to be allowed to defeat the principle of a scheme.

Having now explained what duties we object 10, and what we
considerunohjectionable, our next step will be tu shew that our prin-
ciples may be immediately adopted with safety to the revenue and
great benefit to the public.

We will suppose, to effect the purpose we have in view, the
the existing duties, both imperial and prc incial, repealed, and a
uniform revenue tariff’ substituted, in conformity with free trade
notions, For the basis of our argument, we will adopt the impor-
tations of 1845, as affording a fair criterion of the average consump-
tion of imported articles, having arrived at the conclusion, after na-
king a careful comparison with several previous years, thatit is so,
It may be added too, that the importations are more hikely toincrease
than diminish hereafter, for various reasons:—such as, first, the
patural increase of population and wealth ; and, secondly, increased
consumption from dininished cos+.

Refersing then to a parliamentary return alluded to in a former
number, we find that dutics were paid in 1815 on the following arti-
cles and quantities :—

1. Sugar, Raw and Bastard, . o.coeiniinnea dbal,

2. Do. Retined,.... LJlbs...... 1,736,502
3. Spiritsr e ennnnn .galis........361,563
4. Wines,...... do. ... 994,562
5 TOIB, to iee ivee ceemrireserereesieivreeinses jbs...... 2.434,624
6. Tobacco. . . s, 2842 262
7. Coffee, covvniiivins ciienniecrieienranensnenanss lbs........ 691,287
8. Molazes, ... .. . 36467 cwt. 1 qr. 17 lbe.
9. Salty eeeiveniniiae e eee w0008 e 12,151
Do. .iiiiriie s eeretneranaaas barrels......... 17.066
10. Goods paymg ad valuremm duty (Quebee an
Montreal) cooveeeivienenenneas o vanes L £2,500268 6 2

11. Goods puymng ed rvalorem duty, imported
at all oiber poris 1a Canada, esiunated at... 500,000 0 0
Note.~The Intter catimute is necessary as the
returny Lefore us gne the quanuty imporied at
Quebec and Montreal, clone.

Total.e.iiviuiiiiianninss SO eeeneeennees £3,006,288 6 2

12. Free Goods, Montreal and Quebec...... 48,544 19 0
Do. other places, estimazed (for
the rcason stated in above note,)at...... 12000 0 0

£3,158633 5 2

Now, the duties we wonld propose to levy on the foregoing arti-
cles, in lieu of the dif’rential and provincial duties now levied,
would be as follows: (with this proviso, however, that we are not
now placing before the c wntry a perfect scheme, to which the Free-
trade Association, of which we are the organ, is irrevocably com-
mitted, but mercly a ske.cli, founded upon those sound principles of
political economy which the Association recognizes as natural truths,
and desire to sec incorporated in our financial and commercial sys-
tems) viz, :—

1. On Sugar, Raw and Bastard, ....ccc.cceveneeens per cwt. 12s.6d.
Q. Do. Refineds ....... coseranelboiees. 240
3. SPIFiLe, oovve cevee ciens ceree cieen sene el Qe
4. Wines—common, under £10 pipe, gall...... 4d.

Do.  Otherkinds «..ooooiii o cvie e enene .. 29,
5. Tea9, . oven iveeinee b...... a4,
6. TOBRCECO, oeecvenienrne civre vrveronenernans ... dd
ToCOfloCe covvae covvanine tevee ciree vrveer e einees e b ... 1
8. Molasses, .. RTATY SRR £ N
9. Salt, ciiieivirrnineenn [ UURPRPPRNPE (1) . SOPTIO Ss.

10, 11, and 12.—~Gools pay:;lg mi x;;.l.orcm duty of U p. cent.

We believe that the above scale of duties may, in some instancess
bealtered to advantage—some reduced and others augmented. Buty
on the other hand, were we to alter them much, our present purpose
would be impaired, if not defeated; that is, we could not so satis-
Jactorly shew that a uniform revenue turiff might be instantancously
adopted without deranging the finances of the counlry, or giving a
viofent shock to mercantile arrangements.

_For instance, the duty on sugar is precisely what has been le-
vied this year, with its objectionable” feature removed,~—that s,
instead of charging 7<. 6d. per cwt. on British West India sugar, and
125.6d. per cwt. on forcign, we proposc to subject all alike to the
latter duty.
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Again, the duty on tea we make 24 perlb. alt round, instead of
14, perlb. on what is imported by sea, and 24 per Ih. on what is
imported land, it being at variance, in our opinion, with sound
principles, {o attempt to force trade out of its natural channels by
artificial restrictions,

On wines and spirits, it will he remarked, we deviate materially
from the custing system 3 and we would also particularly draw
attention to the fact, that in our present estimate, we entirely ex-
clude from the calculation all agricultural produce whatsoever, viz.
beef, pork, wheat, flour, cattle, poultry, and such like; and we
would fain, also. on principle, have excluded all raw maierials re-
quired for domesiic industry. We found 1t impossible, however,
to separate the latter fiom the mass of goods paying ad valorem
duty ; and we must, therefore, endeavor hereafter to eslimate their
value, and allow for the duty.

We wish our readers, however, to understand distinetly that
we place agricultural produce and ruw materials for dumestic
industry on the same fouting, our reasons for which we shall en-
ter mto at large w2 futare number.

Meantune, we subyomn a table shewing that the foregoing
scheme would afford us an ample revenue :—

1. Raw and Bastard Sugars....at 123 6d perewt..... £ 4722516 5§
2, Refined do .... 2d.perlb. cees 1345017 0
3. SpIS ceeiieneeniiieiens Qs per.gall, ceee 3695616 0
4. Wines, Counnon, 100,000 galls. 4d. per gall. ceee 1,666 13 4

O.dier hinds, 124,562+ 2a, per gall, veee 12436 4 0
5. TONS civecevncescnonnaess A perly veee 237117 4
6. T0iacco . vuoiieeieiasanseas Idoperlb. oo 181215 2
7. Coffec...coet veen cenennnns e Idepertb. L.l 2680 7 3
& VMo'acses Ce eee eaeee 4z prer cwt. Leee G293 9 8
9. Salt....... s eee see.eeves  DS.perton. 3464 5 O

1086 1 2
{f: SGoo.ls payingz ad val, duty, £3,006'288 6 2 ag.
Equal, at the new Par of Ex-

CanNGe,10. cvveesecnecnsses £3,769,385 2 5 cy.

LG PErcent . evvrecvenioientioesenesaaiieens 226,175 010

£38480 3 0

Converted into currency at the new Par of Lxch. guves £163,178 6 5

Our readers will observe that we have not included free goods
in the above table. We behlieve that the bulk of such goods are
Linpurted for the use of the troops, and may therefure be allowed
to remain free. At all events, it raises a distinet question, which
we have no wish to enter into at present.

Tuey will also observe that by our prapased mederute scale of
duties, calenlated upon the usnal importations of the country, a
Jarger revenue can be raised than is absolutely required,—~—the
whole amount required, as we have shown in a previous number,
beinz only £839,000! wlnle our scheme aives about £50,008
additional—a triumphant couclasion, we conceive, in favour of
a Free~-Trade Taritf!

THE POSI’-OFFg‘.EaDEI’AR'l‘.\.IIJ.\'T,
0

Nopoint is more strongly insisted on in the Repoit of the Post-
office Commission, than the erroncousness of the principle which
would look to provincial legislation as the means of reforming the
department, Speaking of the Post-offce Bill of 1334, the Cum-
missioners observe :—

“ It was prepared unfortunately with a view 1o its heing sub-
mitted for enactment to each of the colonial legislatures, an error
sufiicient in atself to have rendered the success of the project al-
most impossible. There was an admitted necessity for aniformity
in the leading features ot the system, as well in its relations with
the several provinces as with the other parts of the empire ; but it
was too much to expect that all those independent, not tn say con-
flicting, legislatures, each more or less ignorant of the sutject, and
some influenced by no friendly spirit, wonld have agreed upon alil
the details of & very comphcated plan.  When colonies begin to
legislate, one of their first impulces is to make even an unneces-
sary display of independence, by acting to the full extent of theis
powers; and we have seen, accordingly, that in every province
where the subject was taken up at all, the parliament evinced a
strong desire for an independent post-oflice ; overlooking, in their
love of self-assertion, all the obstructions, incongruities, and extra~
vagance, which must necessanily be produred by a conflict of many
provincial departments, each having separate officers, accounts, rol-
tracts, tates, amd regulations, of its own, The result of this at-
temnyt has alrcady been described,—it farled completely.

¢ But even if 1t had succeeded, the proposed measure was cal-
enlated to afford only an incomplete remedy for existing defects,
whilst, on the other hand, it would have introduced difficulties from
which the present system is free. To erect a post-office, which
in cach particular colony would be the creature of its own legise
lative act, would have heen an admnission that the paramount au.
thority is vested in the provincial governments, whilst the details
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of the measure inconsistently denied to them the smallest shage of
practical control over the administration of the departinents  No
single legislature, even notwithstanding the concessivn of this im-
portaut principle, could have iuttoduced further chaunges, however
necessary, in a system, the very eaistence of which depei.ded on
its unbroken uniformity threaghout the whole of the provinces.
The head of the department, with enlarged authority, would have
become more independent than ever of provincial control, He
would, it is true, according to the letter of the law, be still subor-
dinate to the Post-master Generalj but the authority of the latter
would have been impaired, and the control which he is supposed
to exercise, virtually abandoned in principle, would soon have be-
come perfectly illusony in practice.”

Rejecting thus decidedly the plan of provincial post-office le-
gislation, and indeed rezarding imperial legislation as not requi-
site, in view of the large powersvested in the Lo:ds of the Trea-
sury and Post-master General by the imperial act of the 3rd and
4th Victoria,—the Commission was, however, far from satisfied at
the state of things which it found existing, or inclined to leave it
unamended.

According to the Repoity the *leading defects ?? in the consti-
tution of the department, were two in number: the one, “the
want of uniformity in the principles upon which it is conducted
by two Deputy Post-masters General, of co-ordinate and inde-
pendent authority ;°” the other, ** the absence notonly of respon-
sibility to the executive or representative authorities m the colo-
nies, but of all real responsilnlity to the head of the department in
England.” The detail given in the Report, of the thousand-and-
one incongruities of practice prevailing in the Halifax as compared
with the Quebee charge, most unjquestionably bears out the first
count of this indictment, And for the second, it is cnough to
observe, as the Report docs, that the commissions and instruc-
tions of the Deputy Post-masters Geueral, recognized no local au-
thority to whom they should reporty or from whom they should re-
ceive inustructions; that alithough they may have sometimes in
practice communicated somewhat more with the provincial autho-
rities than the theory of the system woulld sugzest, such commu-
nication was always of an irresular aud unsatisfactory charaater;
and thesr responsibilily to their chief, tie Post-master General in
London, could not but be in effect nearly nominal, their ordinary
proceedings not admitting of real supetvision by so distant an
authority, and his decisions even upon larger matters,—appeals
from and complaints agaiust them not cxcepted,—from a sort of ne-~
cessity of the case, proceeding upon their stalements and sugges-
tions, in the main, if not altogether, .

To remedy this two-fold defect, the Commission praposed, in
the first place, that the whole Post-office Department for British
Noth America should be put under one Deputy Post-master Gene~
ral, resident (of coursey ordinarilv at the seat of government in
Canada, with a sufficient staff’ of Post-office Surveyors under him,
one of whom should be stationed at the seat of government of Nova
Scotia, and_another at that of New Brunswick} and, in thesecond
place, that there should be introdused into Lis commission or instruc-
tions, a clause “requiring him to obey, in all things lawfui, the or-
ders of the Governor General, as well as those of the Lords of the
Treasury and the Post-master General »>—a clause under the autho-
rity of which, the QGovernot General would, of course, sccure, as
well for the executives of the other provinces as for that of Canada,
an administrative control over the department within their respec-
.ive limits, which would suffice to subject the whole system and its
officers, to a thoroughly cflicient oveisight, and yet could not pos-
sibly clash with that of the imperial authorities, or interfere with
the geneial uniformity of the rule required for the well-working of
the department.

The practice of remitiing a sarplus post-office revenue to Eng-
land, is also unreservedly condemned.  “ This is a point,” says the
Report, ¢ on which the public wishes have been so decidedly ex-
pressed, that we should have no hope of any arrangement from
which this principle (the giving up any such surplus to provincial
uses) was excluded, being sati-factory to the peojple of British North
America.”?

On the other hand, however, the counter-project that has been
entertained by many, of distributing such surplus between the pro-
vinces, as an item of their reveuue, is equally condemned.  The
Commissioners considéred that no attempt onglit to be made to ob-
tain from the department any surplus whatever. The Post office,
in their view, should support itsclf, and no more, To exlend its
operations permanently fcyond its means, so as to make the de-
partment dependent on other taxalion for its maintenance, they
argue, would not be safe ; to keep them so far within its means as
to detive a revenue from it,—in other words, to levy a tax to be
applied to othor uses of Government, upon correspondence by
mail,—they argue, would be unwise in the extreme.

With this view of the general Yosition of the department, as «a
self sustainin% institution,” it fullows, of course, that they rejected
the project of a uniform rate of postage for all distances, To be
uniform, a rate must be low; for nothing but a low rate can be
levied, from the necessity of the case, for short distances. In
Great Britain the uniforin rate fixed uvpon was accordingly one
penny.  But there, the whole average cost of a single lelter was
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proved, before the change was made, 1o be less than one farthing.
In Canada, on ti.e contrary, the Commission found frum the returns
made to it, that the average cost of cach single letter was (in
currency) about five pence halfpenny.  The lowest existing rate—
complained of vith reason, as too” high for snort distances--was
Jour pence halfpenny.  To tawse it was out of the question ; aud to
take ‘a uniform rate below it—on the principles Jaid down by the
Commissioners—not less so.

‘The scale recommended by the Commissioners was the follow-

P

ing :—
Under 30 miles, . . . . . 2.cy.
From 30 to 80 miles, . . . 44,
From 80 to 200 miles, . . . . 6l ¢
From 200 to 300 miles, . . . B, ¢

Over 300, . . . . . . Is ¢

And with this scale they recommended the adoption of the
weight system, as already establishied at home. The adoption of
the two changes they regarded as not likely to canse any material
loss of revenue, even for the time, and as almost certain before long
to raise the revenue of the department beyond its former amount.

Newspaper postage they proposed, of course, to bring into the
general revenue of the department—from which it never ought to
have been diverted 5 and they recommended a uniforn rate of a
halfpenny currency on each paper, to be prepaid or not, at the op-
tion of the parties. For other printed matter, they proposed a uni-
form rate of a penny an ounce within the Provinces; and if trom
Great Britain, some rate greatly lower than the letter postage charge
actually levied on it,

SHIP CANAL T0 ¥EW YORK FROM THE UPPER LAKES.

We have much pleasure in giving to our readers the following
extraot from a letter received from a gentleman in Oswego, N.Y.,
whose opinions are entitled to the highest consideration :—

OsweGo, 13th November, 1846.

Esq.

Sir,—1I take the’]ibeny to draw your attention to the route from
the St. Lawrence, for propellers and sailing vessels of the size now
used on the Upper Lakes, to New York ciry, Please lock at the
map, and at a glance of the eye the feasibility of a ship canal 8 or
9 feet deep, from Lachine to the deep waters of Lake Champlain,
and from Whitchall to Troy, will be perceived by you, and that too
atacost within the reach of an incorporated company, if permission
can be obtained from Canada and the State of New York, to con-
struct such a work.

The every day iucreasing commerce of the West, will soon re-
quire all the avenues to market that can possibly be opened, from
the Rocky Mountains and beyend . no route can compete with that
via the Lakes, in safety, cheaune:s, and promptitude. If the pro-
pellers can reach Montical and New York, freights to both places
will be cheaper than by any otler route, and Montreal, as a market,
will become the popular desiination of western produce.

I need not point out to you that this work would secure youa
very great income for your Canadian canals, and greatly benefit
your Province, but patticulari 7 the City of Montreal.

Please reflect on these hints, and excuse the liberty I have taken
in addressing them to you.

Very respectfully youné

To ——

We fully agree with the above, that every possible avenue to the
ocean from the West will < n be required, and that the present
mode of transit by the Ene Canal is quite inadequate for the
business which the impetus of England’s Free-Trade policy will
mve to the production of agricultural produce in the West. No
onc who has not travelled throngh the Western States can form
the least idea of what the fertility of its soil and the energy of
its inhabitants are capable of producing. We are of opinion,
however, that the Hortland Rail-Road, if properly constructed
upoa the wide-guage principle, will succcssful(lly compete with
the proposed Ship Canal from Lachine, provided the said road
can be connected by means of a Bridge across the St. Lawrence,
with our Canals. The relative distances of each route will be
as follows (as nearly as possible from recollection) :—

BY THE ERIE CANAL.

From Cleveland to Buffalo, . . . « , . 150
Buffalo to Albany (Canal), . . . . . . 3862
Albany to New York, « . . .« e . 145
Two transhipments, 362 mules by Canal, cargo 700 brls. ——65"

4

¥ LAKE CHAMPLAIN,

Cleveland to Welland Canal, . . . . . 150
Welland Canal, .« <« o . e |
Thence to Lachine, e e e e ..+ 3%
Lachine to St- Johns, . « . <« . o . 18
St. Johns to Whitehall, . . - . .+ . . 140
Whitchall to Albany, . « .+« 78
Albany to New York, . . .« « . « « 145
No transhipment, 156 miles by Canal, cargo 3500 brls. -—-915

.+ T
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BY PORTLAND RAILROAD.
Cleveland to Montreal, . . 511
Meutreal to Portland (Railvoad), . . . . . &

—

791
One transhipment, 57 miles Canal, cargo to Montreal 3590 brls.

To cover the advantage of there being no transhipment by the
proposed ronte via Lake Champlain, we have a saving of abowt
134 mi'es by Ralroad to Portlind, from a transhipment takivg
place here s and when at Portland, produce is nearer England by
about 300 miles than if sent via New York.  We must not furget
100, that ere long we expeet to have a line of Railroad to conneet
Michizan at Detiot with Montreal. When this chain of Railroad
<hiall have been completed, the merchant will be enabled to
make shipments of produce one month earlier and one month
than at present, or than could possibly be done by Canal naviga-
twn.  We should like to see this subject discussed by our con-
temporarices.

QUEBEC BOARD OF TRADE.

The Special Comnmittee to whom wag referred the Report of
the Council of the Buard of Trade of Montreal, dated 34th Aungust
last, ¢appointed to examine and enquire into the state of the trade
“of the Provinee,” &c., offer the following

REPORT.

Your Committee have eamestly endeavored to give to the Report in
question an attenuve and dispassionate consideration, not only from its
having emanated from so highly respectable and intelhigent a body as the
Board of T'rade of Montreal, but also from the subjrct being ane deeply
affecting the nterests and :he tuture prosperity and welfare of the whole
Province of Canada. Your Comnuttee, therefore, regret that their
opmions should be, in many essential particulars, at variance with the
conclusions therein adopted.

‘The principal objects of the Report are stated to be,—

1st. The Repeal of the Impersal diflerentint duties,

2nd. The Repeal of the 3s fronuer duty on Amerncan wheat.

3rd. Such a modification of the Briush navigation laws as will leave
us free to employ, at our option, the cheapest vessels we can procure,
whether they be British or Forcign.

Lastly. ‘The removal of nll restrictions that now operate agamnst the
free trade of the St. Lawrence.

First, then, as regards differential duties, the Imperial Parliament
having passed an act authorizing the Colonial Legislatures to repeal them
in whole or m part, your Commitrice desire 10 see a repeal or modifica-
non of such of these duties as may be considcred most burthensome, hav-
g due regard, however, to the selection of such articles as rmght hold
out a -easonable prospect of wcreased consumption, and 10 the main-
tenanc . of a sufficient revenue. The Montreal Board of Trade have
come to the conciusion that Tunber 18 an unimportant article of our ex-
port.  This branch of our trade alone affords employment to about three-
fourths of the whole shipping engaged 1in the Canada trade, and the far-
mer & market on the spot fur 8 very large portion of his agricultural pro-
duce ; and estimating the protection proposed to be secured to us at the
lowest scale of 15s. per load, it will produce upwards of £350,000 per
annum,—or more than three times the amoynt of the differential duties
complained of as bewng so oppressive. This protection is, however, un-
fortunately more nominal than real, the Baltic merchants having an ad-
vantage over us in freights of about 20s. per load, virtually leaving a
premium of 5s. per ioad in fayor of the foreigner. The increased con-
sumption of timbher 1 England after the changes of 1842, has heen, hy
many, atinbuted o the reduction of duties, but as there has since been
little or no reduction in the Briish markets 1n the prices of foreign tinz-
ber, it is evident the difference moes into the pockets of foreigners instead
of as heretofore contributing to the Briush revenue. ‘The increased
consumption must, therefore, chuefly be ascribed, to ihe enormousiy in-
creased demand for the constructirn of Railways, the opening of the
China trade, &c. &c. &c., and the consequent improvement in the Mo-
ther Country in all her elements of national prospernty, and not to the
reduction of duties. These fortuitous circumstances carne most oppor-
tnely to aid the colonists to meet the changes of 1842 ; how they are to
bear those now coming into operation, remains to be scen.

Secondly. Yout Committee concur with the Montreal Board of Trade
n desining the repeal of the duty of three shillinga per quarter levied on
wheat imnported from the Umited States into this Colony fer consumption,
the altered circumstonces arising from the recent changss in the com-
nercial policy of England rendening such duty now unnecessary and im-
pohtic ; and they also ugree n the opmuon that as the Colony raises a
large surplus of wheat and other agricultural productions for exportation,
the value of the surplus to be exported must regulate the value of the
whole to the producer.

Thirdly. Yonr Commitice now approach the important question of a
modification of the Navigation Laws. ‘I'ic Montreal Board of Trade
state an their Report that lﬁcsc Laws are o framed o8 to give an abso-
lute monapoly of the carrying trade of Canada to Bntish shipowners,
winch assertipn is, to & certain extent, contradicted by the very extracts
they themselves have published from the laws in question.—They also
feem to forget that this so called mionopoly is given not only to British,
but aleo to Colonial shipowners, and that as colomsts they nre perimtted
to build veseels without restriction or limstation, which are immedintely
admitted to ali the privileges enjoyed by Britsh shipmng.  Vessels can
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be buiit here cheaper than in the United States or Gireat Britaun, and therr
consirnetion afforda profitable smplayment to a larze portion of our popui-
ation snd great encouragement to many branches of our trade and comne
merce.  ‘The Montreal Board of Trade have disingenuously selected New
York and Montreal for a comparison of freights from these ports respec-
uively to Liverpool, overionking the faet that the New York trade with
Iaverpool is almost exclusively carrnied on by their packet ships, which
chiefly depend on thewr outward frewghts from Liverpool, and generally
have large nuibers of passengers both ways, whereas the great propor-
tion of vessela enzaged - the Canada trade, from our exports vastly ex-
ceeding our imports, are of necessity obliged to come out in baiinal.
When British vessels obtauin outward cargoes, they do and can afford 10
take freights, even from New York to Liverpool, as low as American
vessels, and in the Sonthern ports of the Unmited States where ships of
both countrics are on an equal footing, the greater part of the carrying
trade is actually performed by Britsh and Calomal shipping.  But if the
Briush shipowner under the Navigation Laws does really enjoy ar ad~
vaniageous and benefical monopoly of the carrying trade of Cana la, it
appears singular that so large a poruon of British and Coloninl tonage
should be engazed in successful competition with foreign vessels in all
other quarters of the globe.  As regards our internal carrying trade, your
Committee are of omnion that some relaxation might safely and advan.-
tageously be consented to, especially as this is more o local than a nation-
al question.  Every encouragement and facility ought to be afforded to
draw the vast products of the great western countries through our magni-
ficent inland waters and splendid canals. From the most accurate m?or-
mation your Committee have heen nhle to obtain, they are convineed
that the rates of fresrht of sngar from Cuba to Boston and NewYork gen-
erally, exceed 2a. per cwi. ; 131t therefore to be supposed that American
vessels would carry it to Canada by a much longer and more intricate
voyage, fora lower or even the same rate as to the ports abovementioned !
If 1t 13 congidered of importance to carry on a direct trade with Cuba, all
the difficulties, real or imaginary, set forth in the Report, might be obvi-
ated by commencing the voyage in Canada instead of Cuba, with an
outward cargo in British or Coloninl vessels,which yonr comnnttee affirm
can, even under our Navigation Laws, be sniled as cheaply as vessels of
the United States.  As long, however, as tre American Drawback Law
remains in force, allowmg sugars, &c., to come by the shorter and less
expensive route from the Umited States, your committee beiieve that im-
portanons via the St. Lawrence, will not take place to any extent, unlese
the improveinents, now n progress, to facilitate our internal carrying
trade, enable us to enter into successful competition with onr neighbours.
The Report of the Montireal Board of Trade says : * Why should Canada
be thus himited to Brnush shipmug? What equivalent 1 trade does
England now afford her for that injurious restriction?  None, absolutely
none.”  Supposing our trade does suffer some shight njury and inconve-
nience from restrictions originully imposed for the benefit of the whole
Empire, surely some cquivalent may be found m the enormons suins of
money annually expended by England in this country. The balance of
trade, even now, 18 against us, but dry up this prolific source of our weaith,
and where are the means to be found to defrny the cost of our Caivil Go-
vermment ond other necessary expenditure 2 Recourse must then be had
to heavy direct taxation, to wlich a large portion of our population will
never tamely submit.

4tk Your committee abstain from given an opinien as to the removal
of all the reatnictions that now operate agaimnst the free navigation of the
St. Lawrence, helieving that that question is botter uaderstoad by the Tm-
perial Government,as involving pnnciples and interests of great magnitude
and vast nuportance to the whole Empire. '

ettt

Coor.ine Down~Procress oF Orrstoxs. ~We really must com-
pliment our contemporary of the Guzetfy on the extraordinary
chanze which has lately come over his opintons on the subject of
the Navigation Laws. It was ouly in September last that he would
not listen to the proposal for a modification of those laws, stigmatiz-
ing it as ¢ PREPOSTEROUS, UNREASONADLE AND ABSURD,’—a de-
mand to he placed ¢« much in the same category with Repeal of
the Union.>> At that time the Editor of the Gazelte declared his
4 solemn conviction * that « England 1will never abandon ker Navi-
gation Laws until she has defermined {0 ebandon her Colonial system,
noi* abandon it in any Colony until she has delermined to abandon that
Colony>> Latterly, however, a great change has come o'er the
spirit of our contemporary’s dream.  He will no longer “argue for
the Navigation Laws > : on the contrary, he has ¢ great doubts of
their wisdom.”” & Cominercially,” he adds, “ they are totally inde-
fensible.” He thinks “ there ean be no objection to the inhabitants
of this colony petitioning, as British subjects, for their repeal,”
and is extremely anxious not to be supposed “opposed to the
proposal for their abandonment.”  Was there ever a more de-
cided convert, and ought not the Economist to be exceedingly
proud to have reformed so vefractory a pupil?  Can there be 2
doubt that we have made the stout Governme.t organ come into
our opinior 7 And yet he has talked largely, too, and abused
us not a litt »»  But we forgive him, and only trust that he will
use what little influence he has with his masters to bring them
round likewise to the side of truth and reason.

== e -
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ENGLISH_NEWS.

The Englieh mail, brouglit by the Acadia, was received in Montreal
yesterdny. ‘The steamer herself arrived at Boston on Tuesday inorning.
Her intelligence had been partly forestailed by the Great IWestern, which
made New York hathour a few hours before her. We learn by tlus ar-
tival that the duty on foreign corn has fallen to ita lowest point under the
new tatifl, viz,, 4s. a quarter, and that the Government have determmed,
after instituting inquiries, not to open the poris. It issupposed from th.a
that the supplies on Land are suflicicnt for the wants of the nation, and
that things are not quite so bad as the y have been represented.  * In the
sbsence of speciiicinformation,” says the Lundan Spectator, * the deci-
sion of the Cabinet must be regarded as a reasutance on the score of
supples for the winter. It is to be presumed that Ministeis have made
themeelves masters of the attainable knoswledge on the subject, and know
quite well cnough that the opening of the ports would be needless. On
the fuce of 1t, such a measure would be reasonable in a time of scarcity ;
but it not necessary, it would be, in fact, impolitic, since nothing bug
necessity tould wartant an unsettlement of the law, with all the risk of a
Protectionist reaction”” ‘The supplies received from the United States

had been very considerable, the entnies at the Liverpool Custom-house
for vue day being equal to seventy-five thousand bushels of wheat. In
France also,it isstated that the stock of grain is larger than people's fenrs
led them to believe, and prices have, in conscquence, receded. The
some Tesult hos been observed .n England. At Mork-lane on Monday
preceding she sailing of the stcamer, the fall in the better descriptions of
flour was as much as 4s. a sack, and at the Liverpool market on the day
following, there wus a dechine of s, 6d. per barrel on United States and
Cunadian flour. ‘T'he Leconomust attributes this fall to the news of a de-
cline in the American market, which had been received just before, and
ohserves, ** It will, however, Le remembered, that accounts of the most
amportant advance in this market had not then heen received in the
United States, and it is therefore more than probalie that we shail re-
ceive accounts of further advances in that market by the next two or
three mails.”  The state of Ireland is still the principal subject ef discus.

sion with the English press, and is conducted with a view to practieal
objects. Notwithstandiug the cfforts of agitators, it would seem that the
prospects of that country are less gloomy than they were, although the
tash undertaken by the Govermincnt is no easy onc, and its wisdom
doudtful, The Spectator saya, It scems now tolerably plain that Govern-
ment have ascertained that there will be such a supply of fovd in the
country, and have provided such employment of the people at wages, as
to have guarded ngainst starvation. There is subsistence for the people,
aud none who will work need starve.”

Parliament has been funher prorogued from the 4th of November to
12th January next. ‘The inconvenience of meeting at the present time,
when the personal exertions of the Engiish and Insh members are require
edn alleviating sufferings ».. their own neighbourhoods, is amd to have
principally induced this decision.  Lord John Russell has adidressed a
letter to the Duke of Leinster, which has been publiched, on the present
state of [reland. It points out the duty of the Ir.sh landiords. . Touclung
s reproductive lahour,” Lord John avows that Government expected to
ace thie lunded proprictors begin isnprovements on their own account, and
n that case only saiplus lubour would have been employed on public
worhs ; and he laments the « wrong direction” which has been given to
the Labores-rate Act.  lle exposes the absurd tasks demanded from
Government, such as maintaining an unnsual rate of wages, and keeping
down food to the usual prices.  \What Governinent cannot do, individu-
als and societics tmght 5 they may buy food, and sell it ata moderate rate.
Lord John inculcaies diigence and hearty co-operation amongat ail
classes, especinlly 1n considering what kind of agricultural products can
in future be subsututed for the precarions putaio crop,  France has been
vigited by terrible inundations, winch have caused a great loss of Iife and
property.  On the banks of the Loire, the waterrose even to the fourth
and tifth stories of'the houses. A poruon of the French press is exhibiting
a bad fecling towards Great Britain, 1n consequence of the supposcd oppo-
sition of our Govercment to the marnace of the Duke of Montpensier
with the sister of the Queen of Span. It 1s coticed also that both coun-
tries are extending their marine, but that this has any other object beyond
keepirg up this great anm of national defence ia most unhkely, ‘The day
w licn nations made war on such ~hallow pretencesas royal marriazes g,
we trust,passed for ever.  Amongst the recent umports to Liverpool from
Calentta, has been a hundred baus of flour, the produce of the Bast Indies.
At the time of the sailing of the dcadia, Lord Elgin wasin London, but
we ace nothing said either of his rumourcd alliance or his departure for
this colony.

Xy Our usuol summary of Provincial and J.ocal Intellizence e amitted from want of
roore. VVo atc obliged, for the sanre revson, to deler ill vur nest ue, an atticle on
the Prepatation of Pravisins for the Fogish mathet, as well as the Qunrterly State.
mont of I'nparts at St, Johus, and toveral other stems, which were designed for this
duy's Ecanomist.

THE MARKETS.

ENGLISH.

The newe hy the steamer of the 4th November, reached us last
evening. The weather had been fine, and the large arrivals from
the Continent and the United States had the eflect of deptessing the
Com Market, so that Wheat had receded in value 2s. to 3<. per
quarter, and Flour Is. 10 25, per barrel—cn late quotations.  Gene-

ral business seems to be good, and the apprehensions of manufac-
turers and others, of corn and jrovisions reaching famine prices,
were giving way to a conviction that there would be no serious de-
rungement of the usual course of events, Below we annex prices
of our various articles of export :—

Canada White Wheat, 8 9d. to 9s. 3d. Mixcd, 8s. 10 8 64,
Flour, Fine, 333, Extra, 31s.

Yetlow Pine, 17d. 10 1744, Red Pine, 221, 10 234, Eln, 21d.
10220, Oak, 25. Gd, to 2s. 9d. Deals, £10 10s to £11 10s.
Pipe Staves, L35 to £40.

Pease, 453 to50s.  Oatmeal, 40s.t0 42s, Indian Corn, 565 to 58s.
Sonr Flour, 30s.

Pot Ashes, 27s. 6d.  Pearls, 27s. 6d.

( Aritten for the Ecomomiat.)
NEW YORK. 16th Noo. 18486,

Asngs are in demand at $5 75 for Pearls and $5 25 for Pots.
Frour—The advance in [reights, heavy arrivals, and unfu-
vourable weather, have influenced prices, and we quote best
Genesce at $5 943 to $6.  Export from 1st to 10th Nov. 21,893 brls.
Whaeat has slightly declined. Large sales have been made
at $1 10 to $1 16 for best Western, and 81 20 10 $1 25 for
prime Genesee, for shipmeut,
Cory is in request at 70 to 80 cents for North 'm ye'low.
Provisions are tuther dull.  Several parcels for Canadian
account had been taken at $10 to $10 25 for Mes<, but Prime
was dull.  New Prime Beef was held at §6, and Mess ot $8
Fretenrs continue active.  14d. has been paid for Whet t,
Liverpool, and 4s. 3d. for Flour, witheut prospect ot uny decline.
Exciaxee on London 7 to 74 per cent prem.

[By T legraph.) BUFFALO. 16tA Nov. 1846.
Frour.—Receipts heavy. Sales quicik at $125 to $4 373
Wauear—Illlinois 66e., best Ohio 73c¢.

Nothing doing in Provistoxs.
Furicurs.—Flour to Albany $1 183; Wheat to New Yurk

40 cents; Corn to ditto, 36 cents.

CanaL Torrs —The aggregate amount received for tolls fiom
the commencement of navigation to7th Nov. inclusive, $2,183,586
During the sume period in 1815, . .« e . 2,365,957

Increase, .. e e e . $117,623

(Reported for the Feonomeat.)
CLEVELAND. Nov. 7, 1846.
Wieat.—The market opened this week with a very dull feel-
ing. 624 cents was all the best szxmples vould command. Sub-
sequently, however, owing to an arnval of vessels, it much in-
roved, and all that arrived found buyers at 66 to 68 cents from
oat. The light receipts of the lust three days (only 20,000 bush.)
and a report that fanmers had stopped brmging our therr wheat in
the interior, further improved the tone, and several purchases
were made at 70 centy, from store.—Receipts, 83,725 bush.
Frouvn.—Sales of fair to favorite brands at $ to $1 123 per brl,
—Receipts, 13993 brls.
Corx.—Quite neglected—no sales.—Raceipts, 10,784 bush.
Pork.—No sales—no stock.—Receipts, 10,784 bu<h,
Frrient.—To Bufiulo: Wheat, 11 ¢ ; Flour, 10 ¢.—~To Oswego:
Wheat, 25 c. ; Flour, $1.—To N.Yurk: Flour, $1 624.—Kingston
no Canadian vessels loaded—much wanted.
C. M‘DoxaLp & Co.

MONTREAL. Friday Erening,20th Nao.

Asnrs.—The demand for shipment, this fall, is now over, and no
price has as yet been fixed for purchases for spring shipment. We
quote Pots and Pearls at 23s,

Frour—Continues to decline, nct so much from any change in the
English markets, as ifrom the fact fthat stocks must be held over
winter, Several large transactions have been made during the
week at prices from 30s. to 23s. 64.,—at which latter rate the mar-
ket closed to-day.

Warat.—All that has yet come forward has been placed er barge
at 5s. 6d.; but, as future receipts must go into store—with a view
to shipment next spring,—we muy expecta decline corresponding to
the expense of storage and insurance.

Prasg—are held,at 4s. 3d.

Fraxserp—sells for 4s. 6d. per niinot.

Provisioxs.—There have been considerable atrivals of Mes,rem
New York, notwithstanding which, the stock is not heavy, and we
quote the price of New York inspection at $11}.  Prime and Pcime
Mess are quite dull without any demand,—prices nominal at §103 &
$83.

%’A!.Low—-is in demand at 6 31, per Ib—stock not heavy.

Frercuts.—There is only one vessel in port, for sea,—the
Vigilant, and she is engaged. Closing rates were, 5s. to 5s. 3d. for
Fk})ur to Liverpool and Glasgow, and 12s. to 12s. 6d. per minot for
Wheat.

— |
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DUTIES.

On Tmports, the praduce or mapufacture of the United Kingdom or British Cossessions, the dutics stated uodes the head * Provinria), srelevied. On Foreign Goods both
“{mpecial* and * Frovincial®” are payable. . L

A patt of the ad valorem duty 19 levied under the Tmperial Act 4th and 5th Victoria, eap. 49, upon the value at port of entry, which is ascertmined by adding 10 per cent. 10
the invaice value; and the remasnder of the duty, which 1s provincisl. is levied simply on the invoice price.

Foreign articles, excepting sugar and teas, stapped from Umited Kingdomn, hasing been wareboused there, or on which any draw back has been ieccived, pay only three-fourths
of such part of snid duty as s 1ev:ed under the Impcrial Act,
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EXPORTS OF PRODUCE UP TO 21st NOVEMBER.
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NOTICE.

N and after the 15th instant, the Subsenhera

will charge the undermentioned R \'T'ES

lll-'ll-‘RBlGll'l‘, from Kingston and places below, to Mont-
real.—

« 30 perhareel
.46 [\Mhn"f‘{

Ashes (iiaiie, .7 8 perbr
Whe t ..... eerie eun 0 10} grs G2,
Aud other articles 1 propotion.
fnanrance, as uenul, will be ehnrged on all property
dawnwnsds, i addition to the $Preizit
H. JONES & Co,
R CLINNES,
Sggent fur the Quebee Fortearding Co.
MACPHERSON CRANI & Co.
HOOKER, HOLTON & Co.
Mantrenl, Nos. 11, 145,

E.

1o the Clumants for Rebcllon Losses e Lower
Canada, whose aames are included in the
Schedule pulilished in the Canade azctie,
duted 10151 October, 1816.

A Recennkr Graerat’«Oppnie g,
b Maateeal, Gth October, 1846,
IIYHE RECFIVER GENERAL s authorized
to weue DEBENTURES; redecinable m
‘Twenty Years, for the hquulation of these Losees, i stuns
not less than Puenty five Pommds, Carreney. beanine In-
tereat at Sex per Cent pee Annuna, a¢ pronaded by the At
9 Vietana, Cap (5, puyuble 3 \‘.mly.nn the I Samaney,
1t 15 recommendid to those sndis ilusls whose el are
uniderthe sum ahove specined, that thes ahonhl tnte s a<
toanake up the Minunum Amount of Dbentures sblowed
te e iaued,

—

{7 The Bazhd and Freach papers 1 Montrea) wilf
msett the above fur two weeks

NOTICE,
F the Undersigned hereby give notice, that
apphication will be made by us at the neat

meeting of the $ezistature to abtam a CHARTER fur the
porpaso of CONFURUCTING A BRIDGE v xS
TUE ST LAWR NCE sey feam the Seuth side of <o
Iiver to o paint on St, Pani’s Bdand (e St Peul'. qud
Fronn said Jsland to Ve North bank sl paght of vony neg o«
the sand slnnd, and from the North bauk o the Jhver to u
cons etent teetunus on the Caunt.

11, Strene Ns,

Houotr Avuas,

Jasox C, P1eRex,

D Baanson,

Wirnias Do,

JonN L vise,

WML Ly,

J. R oswm

J. FRavmsany,

Jaa Yatsa,

Jons E, Mirre,

To. Ho Hovros,

D L. Mapatastr,

Brss. Lyuas,

R. Coxst,

Daan Ponrase s,

Montrenl, Septeambier §1.1946,

Avnniw Suaw,
Jave< Gievorn,
Wy nyossrovg,
Mosrs Have,
Josten Mooy,
Roorer Masay
O, Ber11 e,
. Jtvan,

A Llacqey,

B, HanT,
Josven BoergeT,
AN Drase,
W Prvainsarn,
W ¢ Minvplau,
Jous 3 Day,
Gro. LLLDAR, Juny,

ST. LAWRENCE AND ATLANTIC
RLATLBDAD,

NOTICE.

TPYHE STOCKHOLDERS of the ¥1. Lawrenee

and Adanuc Ran-Read Company. having,
at these Reent Ger il Meetine, hed on the 2nd inct g,
staninonsy resolved tpon the imeniate commen ement
of the Rt Rand. wbereby the ~Cntians e Shates ot
Stock conditinn! cpon that o ‘1 cenved sulrequent
te She Juth witsmn) bave hecote atantnte sl New st
boddors nge requested to £ AN the LIRS INST VLMENT
of £1 16« Curgency por Share, 1 he Prevaarer, ut the
Coumpany s Gfea 1% Lattie ¥t Jrmes St

By onder of the Beard,
THOMAS STEERS,

Secretary

O8ice nf the &1 Lawrenes pmt Atluntie l
Rai-Rerad Cesnpany,
Mantreal, Oth Augad, 1340, s

BIRMINGHAM

TUE <1 B2CRINVR,

GENT for SAML. A. GODDARD & €CO.
LY i 10 be tiand an the Rooms of the Frex

Toank Assuctation, No, St Sactnment street,

WILLIAM HEDGE.
Mantren), 30th Mav, JR446.
FFICES AND STORES TO LEU —
Apply 10

MACDOUGALL & GLASSK, Proxkers,

ST Pangtg Navier SiRrgnt.

AGENCY.

Wh May, 1996,

THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

Sheely any Vinningham
SHELTFT HARDWARE
SELLING UFF AT GREATLY REDUCED
PRICES.

HE Subecribers beg to annonnce, thar, pre-

. paratory to the termination of their Co.
Psenenhing Iy ltation, they wall, sn the st provnan,
cominence SPLLING OFF the who's off thee TIvtenae
Stack of SIELE HARDWARE o Montreal, at prices

which will atford n mast Qivorable opportuty foe in-
purters and the Prade i Dastern und Westess Canada to

tepientl therr Slocke
BUDDEN & VENMNOR,

ENGLISIT CROWN AND SHEET
WINDOW GLASS.

TOW IN STORE and Daily Expected TO

IN ARRIVE--

300 RONLS AWINDOW GLASY, FErtra Thisk—nWares,
o CRAILS [11A 16 10 2) a2 per foot,

BUDDEN & VENNOR.

Muntreal, 25th September, 124485,

NOW QPENING, AND FOR SALE
Lip the Subdscrtders:
NE Thousand Picces Atvaca Lvernes,
2300 Preces 3-4 and G-4 Plain and ‘I'willed
CASHMERES,
190 Piecee Biack nnd Colored ORLETANS,
S Peees GALA PLALDS,
10600 Picees WINTER BONNET RIBRON,

August 23, ALISON & CO.
COMMISSION AGENCY.

HE underagned beg to intorm Purchasers in
the Quinre Mankrr that thay are prepared
fie ovecte GROERS for FISHL OIL, o0 WEST INDIA
PRODNUCL, st a Modetate Commnesian,
ALPORT & GLASS.
Quebee, Inl Sept, 1846,

NOTICE,

HE Partnership heretofore existing hetween

HARRISON STEPHENS, JOUIN YOUNG
and ROMYO 1E RPUPRENS, ander the §£um of ST1-
PHEAR Yot NG & CO., was this dny DISSOLVED by
mutithl conseat.

Al Bebtadue tooand by the il Frrm, wall be seteled by

Jous Vouaa and Beszauss Haswes,
ITARRISON STEPHENS,
JOHN YOUNaG,
ROMEQ i, STEPHENS,

Manteeal, 318 Augant, 1845

NOTICIE.
YHID BUSINESS  lhithesto carried on by
Mesere, Hargtcox Sprearvs, Jony Youag,
and Posga 1L Sygpngss, will be CONTING ED by the
Fuber Sersyounder the Bana of STLPHLMS, YOUNG

&L,
JOIEN YOUNR,
BENJAMIN HOLMES.

Manteeal, 31t Anmet. 1546
FOR SALE.
TIVEAS: Twanhay, Youag Hyson, Ganpowde
and Souchong, m bovey,

Motueses, Heavw,

Mart i%s Cozune Prandy,

Koy Mazsuda Waue,

Bate b and faw Leseed O,

O ne O, Enalich Glue,

Pl Tabycen, Punenta, uwd Pepyes.

Atsn,
Patent Suenin Candles, from the Mannfacturer
STLPHENS, YOUNG & CO.
Qith \noaet, 1946,

SCANADAY WINDOW GLASS,
TP Ruleenber is now prepared to supply
Ocders for all czez and alines of Wixpow
GLANE, menutictrered at the * Cannda Glaes Works,”
SLdohos, U L, to the eagat ot 1948 BONEN,

EDWIN ATWATER,

193, &1 Pats, Serent

S Mas, 1-i6,

Yl‘IHZ Bramess qieretofore carned on by . P-

JANES wl, from thes date, he contipned

hy the Subscainss, tader the Pin of D, 10 JANLS & Cu),
P.JANER,

Mosntzeal, Oth il 1836, W. W JANES.

FEVHLE Sabsenbers nase constandy on hand .—

ruoveg, CODFIS,
INLAYN MEAL, BU P,
PORK, CHLDSG,
SapaayN, LARD.

Afew Bovee Patent e HONEY, and a Chaco As.
otticit of DRY GROCERIES, fur the supply of Famlies

D. P JANES & Co,
Corner uf St Panl & M €inl Mreets.
) P OR SALE.—~2000 barrels PRIME VESS
PORK, of eaccllent corn and quaney. .
uth Aug, 1846, ALISON & CO.

e n
1348,

NORTIIERN FIRANSPORTATION LINE-
0 INSURED. £g

JAMES H. HHOOKER AND OTHLRS, Droprictors,

‘?HR\\' ARDING to and from NEW YORK,
MONTRIEEAL, and all PORTS on LAKLS
CHAMPLAIN,

For Uroht. apph to=Chiatles B Janes and Page Catha,
Nov 8 Coentiva Shp, New-York 5 3 H. Hooker uord [, AL
Carleton, 135, River Steeet, Pan 10 A Holeansl, 108,
Pier. Albany, J. € Pieece & Son and \Witham Coote,
St Juhne € Fo Oliner baceomb and W, 8 Fady, \Wiate-
tall, J. 81 Hooker, 135, Lang W harf, Bnston,

GLORGE BENT, MoxTRrat..

N I —Runte of the abose Line leave Cocnties Rltp, N\,
dav, it e v,

1846. Novthern Line, 1846
TRAVIS & CO. PROPRIETORS.
l\/

ERCHANDIZE, &¢ &e FORWARDED

FROM NEW.YORK TO MONTREAL
aud all antesmedinte places, with cato and dispateh, at the
lowcdt rates,

For Frewghtnpply to 1. J N, Stark, 33, Coontres Shyp,
New Yorh . 60 1 Blount, 19, Rwver Street, Troy, W, A.
‘Fraves, Whitehall; Wilham Coate, 8t, Johns, (. F I IR
Preece & Sun St Johne, C 1 : Mattliewson & Sincluee,
164, S Panl Street, Montrenl, U. B

Mark Guods—Carcof Trarisé&: Co,

N R—A Boat of the above Line loaves New Yark daily
nHe . :

PLOPLE’S LINE OF STEAM BOATS.
"I\HP. Public are informed that WILLIAM

RRISTOW, Lsgure, 13 appointed Agent,
or MONTRE AL, of thie Line.

Queber, Uil May, 1316, JOHN WILSON.

N cOTY Tl » v .
GLOBE INSURANCE €O, OF LONDON.
LITE, FIRE, AND ANNUITILS,
CAN'FAL, ONE MILLION STERLING,

the whale pud up and invested, theteby af-
futding to the Proprictors socunity against farther ealls, and
tatho Vesared nn vnmedinte avunable fund fos the P
meut ol the st exteanve loses . and therefore no persen
susured by i Coneany s hinble 1o be enlied upen to
contrilete towanls the logses of athers, s with Soctetics
estahitishad on the prmeiple of MuTear, Inst oy,

Ner Entenace Money of Admission’ Fees requted from
pers s edoetin e 1afe Tusurnnecs.

Cfficars an the Vany or Nosv are not eharged with any
addoronal Premnam, unless endled 1nto neteve sonvies, )
Pulieres s thee whate ter of Lafe will be purelinsed on
Torn  tole agtoed on with the purties interested, should
they be desstoas of sutrembening them ta the Company.,

The urlericned ane authonzed to lusnre Fire and Lifo

Bisks an very adenntageons terms, and to scttle Losses
without getere: them to Englond,

Consulting Phpsician.—~br. Craw rorn, Montreal.
RYAN, CHAPMAN & CO.
Jrents for Canada,

1\t Mav, 1816, MosTunar.

REMOVAL
O OGHTUE & MANTZ have REMOVED

their {Jrmting Establishment from Great
R James Street, 1o Uiavy &< Boghinae, No 112, Notre
Tme Streed, o doors Bnst of the French Cuthediat,

Maontgen), tih May, 1846,
JOHN LEEMING,
AUCTIONEER,
BRORER, COMMIRRION AND GUNERAL AGENY
St Franeas Tavrer Sieeet, fAonteeal.

CoJobuUNLOY,
BROKLR IN I'LODUCE, BILLS O EXCILANGE, &e
N0, 3, 31, Sacrameat Sereet,

“THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST,? )
A Weekiy Newspaper,

DEVOTED TO I INTLRESYS OF CONMERCE

JRICE of Subeeripuon, 10s per Annum,—

payable m advanee.
RATFS OF ADVIRTISING.

Six lineeand uader, @ 6 et incertom, nind T4d.cach
rubsequent vscrtion Ten les and usder Je, 94 it
wnction, and 13, ench subseqguent inecttion,  Ahove ten
hnes gd per Line st aserton, and 1, per hine each sube
sequent ssertion, L he us sl discotnt i made where par-
tiesadvartese by the vear, o sor i considernbile tid,

Ot n.—No 3, ST. Sacnavrs~ SerreT, where all
Cammunicat ons are requested 10 be dicicted,

Alunteeal, feith Mny. J846,

PRINTED FOR THL COMMITTLI OF THE

FRoutreal ffree Trabe Rssociation,

DONGGHUT, & MANT %! PRINTERS,




