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o UR  readers
are no doubt
aware that
the  usual
grants to Queen’s
College and other |
institutions in On-
tario have been
passed by the Pro-
vincial  Assembly.
The government in-
troduced them 1in
their supplementary
estimates, and they
cover a period of

7 cighteen months, ex-
RS tending from 1st
July last to 31st Deecember next. Con-

sidering the fact that at one time there
seemed to be little prospect of an arrange-
ment so favourable as this, the friends of
the Institutions concerned certainly owe
their best thanks to those members of the
Legislature, whether in or out of the

covernment, who by their exertions secured |
it for them.
The circumstances swhich were made to

introduced in the supplementary estimates.
in fellowship with an item of marine ex-
penditure, the proposal of which was de-
nounced by the Globe as a “flagrant job.”
Their anwouncement to the Assembly was
preceded by the reading of a message
purporting to come from Government House
and declared by. the secretary, with an
emphasis becomingly soiemn, to be signed
by the Lieutenant Governor’s own hand.
It was evidently intended that this state
docwnent should beaccepted nem. con., as
the death warrant of all collegiate institu-
tions i1 the province. AU collegiate insti-
tutions?  Without esception, so far as as-
sistance from the treasury is concerned.
For the message begins by affirming that
the Governor regards ¢ the payment of any
sums of money out of the treasury to col-
legiate institutions in this Province as in-
expedient,” and then immediately proceeds
to say that he “is yet impressed with the
conviction that embarrassment would ensue
were the colleges named in the annexed
schedule suddenly deprived of the annual
grants heretofore voted by the Legislature
of the late Province of Canada; and on this

attend the introduction of the grants are ' ground alone His Excellency submits to the
unprecedented in the history of legislative ; Legislative Assembly the propriety of

proceedings, and seemx to have been
studiously and cven dexterously arranged
with the design of destroying all hope of ;
their contipuance. We may state these 3
circumstances. ]

The grants were held back as long as
possible.  Almost until the last the premier
was said to be unyielding. He is supposed
to have a mind of his own, and with refer-
ence to his intentions in this particular case
he seems to have kept them to himself, until
further silence became impossible. The
treasurer, it was reported, would resign !
rather than agrec to propose the obnoxious
subsidies. Decnied a place among the

granting to the said Colleges the several
amounts mentioned.”

It is very noteworthy that the message
does not describe the institutions which it
is declared to be inexpedicnt to assist, any
more particularly than by calling them
Collegiate institutions. They are not put
under ban, because of their denominationsl
connections. It is, in the opinion of the
Governor, inexpedient to assist any Col-
leges in Ontario, no matter what their
character be—sectarian or non-sectarian.
We shall be very much astonished indeed,
if what this expression of opinion scems
to imply shall meet with anything like gen-

ordinary supplies, where they would have | eral sympathy from the people of the

been in

company with the grants to | Province—if] in the event of the present

“Seetanan” charitics, they were at length | grants being discontinued our good reigh.
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hours in Ontario will tolerate an cntire de-
pri\ation of existing facilitics, under pub-
‘ic provision, for superior education—if
they will suffer the incompleteness which |
will then be manifest in their educational
system. But per}mps we should allow this
opinion of the Guvernor to be gratified -

|

|

i
|
t

by the mention which is made of the mude !

of assistance in immediate coanection with
it, and infer that it is not the inexpediency
of the state providing culleges that is uffirm- |
ed, but only the inexpediency of supporting |

|

or assisting them by ** the payment of any .

sums of money out of the treasury.”
th’s condemnation of & particular mode of
assistance imply a reservation in behalf of

some other mode, to be hereafter defined |

and acted upon by the government ? Does
it indicate a rectification of the wrongz done
by the mal-administration of the Um\emt)
Aet of 1853. whereby the colleres were de-
nrived of the ample provision intended for
them by the framers of that act? We
might mdu)'ro in a supposition of this kind

Does

but for the report now before us, of the .

explanations made by the Treasurer, when
he introduced the supplementary est imates
to the House. Ile must be understond,
we presume. as speaking on behalf of the
government, as defining the policy agreed
upon in the councils of the ministry. To
quote from the ZLeader's 1eport of his
speech, - he contended that the Toronto
University should be the central point for
obtaining a superior education and that pu-
pils should be compelled—-if they desired a
superior education—to attend it.”  If this
be the view of the government, they must
be regarded as being perfectly satisfied with
a single College situated at Toronto. That
instituticn has been erected at the public
expense, and it costs the country annually
not less than $400,000, probably a good
deal more.  Well, the Province being com-
mitted to the support of a system of edu-
cation, and the people in all sections being
heavily taxed for it, the result is, as re-
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creditable distance behind the ady ancing
nations.

In the Licutenant Guvernor's wiessage
an extraordinary transition is made frow the
opinion expressed at the biginning to that
enuneiated at the close of it. Thee compura-
tive mildness of inespedieney is transform-
ed into the stern rigour of illegality.  The
concluding portivn reads thus—¢ His Ex-
cellency submits to the Legislative Assembly
the propriety of'«'mntm«r to the said col-

lezes the several amounts  mentiored
in the said schedule, declering at the

same time that it shall not be iawtulto con-
tinue such grants hereafter.” QOver these
words, we understand, a keen battle has
been fuu'vht bitween bal guvernment and
bad grammar. We {.mc) we hear not a
fow Western Legislators jealous of their
prerogatives and disposed to be indignant,
interrogating cach other after this fashion :
Docs the Governor presume to say what shall
be unlawful?  Are we, the lawmakers, to
be dictated toin this style? 1 shall not
vote for the grants, says one, but T will not

“be told by His Excellency or any other
. person that in future it will be illegal todo

: 9.

spects a collegiate training and the highest

departments of learning,
to be contented with the numerous incon-
veniences attending the obtaining of these
advantages ata single point. They are to
have no choice cither as to institution or
locality. An attempt to introduce’ this
state of things must certainly be regarded
as a retrograde movement, when com-
pared with the ideas and plans embodied
in the University Act of 1833, and,
should it succced, will place Ontario. in
respect of its system of cducation, at a dis-

they arc expected

—— me m me— = ——

I shall vote for them. says another,
this year and every year [ am i this
House, the Governor's declaration to the
contrary, notwithstanding. In my opinion,
observes a canny bystander who must
have vbtained his rudiments in a parish
school North of the Tweed, you are both
wrong, His Ixccllency makes no such
declaration as you attribute to him. Instead
of believing this, 1 prefer to think that the
Governor's scribe or the printer's devil is
at fault, or clse that the messagze has been
penned by the dexterous hand of one 1
nced not name. I read the document this
way. His Excellency “ submits to the
assembly the propriety of making the grants
proposed, and of declaring that it shall not
be lawful to continue them.” It is sug-
gested to the House to declare the contin-
uance of the grants to be unlawful. This
observation has the cffect of calming the
rising wrath of the interlocutors, and they
simultancously and somewhat carelessly
drop the remurk. In that case the House
is not likely to commit itself this session to
a course which there may be the best of
reasons, after consulting our constituencies,
for reversing the next session.

Accordingly the House did not commit
itself.  The Governor's messaze was read,
but the legislature did not, either by resolu-
tion or by 2 clause in the sapply bill. so
far as we have learned, give the declaration
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]
suezested the foree of law, or even enter-
tain the propriety of so duing, and, as Mr.
Blake observed, the discussion of the gues-
tion is simply adjourned for cight or ten
months.

"There was, however, u very interesting
and animated debate on the subject, in the
course of which we notice that severai
members, supporters of the government,
distinctly declared that they did not hold
themselves committed to the discontinuance
of the grants, aud from the tone of which

ance to the colleges to be more hopeful than
was the obtaining of the preseut grants
four months ago. Qurown estiwate of the
character and tendency of the debate is
very fully expressed in the following pura-
graphs from a contemporary, evidently well
informed on the subject :—

In respect of the continuance of the grants »
very strong case was made out. The present
system of allotment was very generally and
jusily found fault with, but the claims of the
Colleges to some recognition by the State were
urgently pressed. Asusual in deliberative asz-
semblies, there were those who kept to the point
and there were those who wandered away from
it to indulge in vague generalities.
former class we cannot but think that the friends
of the Colleges had the best of it The reports
in our vpiion unwistakably =how thai they had
the weight of statistics, facts, and arguments
an their sisde.
of work done and the economenl rate at which

't i3 done, the institution of Toronto Umiversity |

; .7+ wtionson fuir and ressopable terms.
we judge the prospect of permaneunt assist- .
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only fountain of literary honour and profession-
al distinction, while Mr. Clarke of South Gren-
ville sketched, almost to perfection, the desider-
atum necessary to complete, in all its grades,
the existing system of public instruction.

With regard to the first of these suggestions,
it i3 & consummattivn most devoutly to be wish-
ed. With regard to second and third, it is use-
less to invite the other Universities to surrend-
er their privileges to the Toronto University, so
long asit has a close and local connection with
University College, and so long as its members,
against their own interests we believe, show
no disposition to accommudaite the sister insti-
With re-
gard to the fourth. it is fundamentally essential
to 1 sctilement ot the yuesuon. With a Uni-
versiiy of Untatio, knowwng no single Coilege

" more than anutber, but having all t.e Colleges

a3 teaching Corporations allilinied w it, auvd
conferring degrees upan the students, educated

: at these Colleges, after an impartial examination

of their attainments, most ot the existing anowm-
alies and difficulties would disuppear.

Vur idea is this—let us have the Universin
of Ontario; letits membership consist of men
who shall have. or at least the majority of
whom shall have. no connection with any of
the teaching Colleges ; let them have the power
of issuing examunation papers and appointing
examiners for the various Colleges afhliated to
it, on the same principle az the University of

" London does its work, for i< thirty or forty

Of the |

* entitled to obtaia degrees.

Colleges thronghout Eogluand. and let thiz
body alone determine, according to the value
of the papers received, what students may be
Let the terms of

" affiliation binding the Colleges tu the Provincial

In respect of both the amount !
* ag that none of them shall have any gnod reason

t¢ which the governwent propuses to coafine |

n3 patronage, and to patronize so fully that

it shall continue 10 be entirely independent of °

private liberality—not the most healthy con-
tition—was shown to be a long distance be-
hind. Speakers on both sides of «the question
conlined their attention too muchk to numbers.
By long lists of graduates and students oue may
prove much or little, a good case or a bad one,
according to circumstances. Perbaps the mis-
take is pardonable for once, but when the
question comes up again, we hopt members
will give some consideratica to the regulations,
and practices at different institutions with res-
pect 1o attendance, work and examinations.
Again, it is exceedingly important to notice
*hat the discussion was pot circumscribed or
dwarfed by an exclusive attention to the pecu-
niary aspect of the questions but that it extend-
ed also to the educational features of it. The
desire for 2 common curriculum aod a single
standard of examination for degrees was very
generally expressed. The existence of so many
degrec-granting institutions as we have in this
Province was loudly complained of. Some
speakers hoped that the Colleges would come
to an agreement, whereby the present nominal
afilintion to Toronto University would become
a reality - others advocated the institution ofa
liniversity of Ontario to be entirely independent
of every teach.ag corporation and to be the

3

" expedient.

University be arranged on principles o liberal

for keeping aloof; and whatever the terms be,
let conformity to them be a condition of State
aid. We sec no insuperable obstacles to a
schemse like this, and, once in operation, the
eood Province of Ontario will take its place, in
respect to its facilities 1or education. with any

; country the world.

We support the continuance of the preseat
syvstem only in the hope that it isa temporary
Better this than nothing. It is
manifestly unjust to longstanding iastitutions

, which are doing the bulk of the work conmect-
_ed with an important public service, that they
' should be utterly proscribed so far as regards

I

|
|
]
!
|

l
|

government assistance. But we hope thata
better system will soon be inaugurated, and we
have yet to learn that the subsidized colleges
are opposed to the introduction of such a sys-
tern.  Those which, during the discusson at
Toronto, were most frequently aad applauding-
ly referred to, years ago committed themselves
to an affiliation scheme.”

-— _— —— -

The conviction .appears to be gaining
ground in the Canada Presbyterian Chureh,
that the right of using musical instraments
in public worship, mustbe conceded to con-
gregations desirous of employing their aid.
So far a3 we bave seen the debates reported
Jately, the ground now taken appears to be
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that their use is inexpedient. The next
Synod will probubly see the matter defin-
itely settled by a  permissive bill” being
passed.

ty Yy EVERAL very impor-
" tant quostions of general
7@ interest will come before
the Synod to meet in Kings-
ton. in June next. We will
briefly notice a few of these,
which it would be well for the
members of Synod to reflect
upon, that they may not come
unprepared for the discus-
sion, which must necessarily arise from
thewm. .

By referring to page twenty-five of the
mioutes of last Synod, it will be seen that
Book 1. of the Form of Church Polity
submitted by the committee appointed to
draft a code of rules for the practice of the
Church, was remitted to the committee for
revision, and for transmission to Presby-
teries, which were requested to report their
opinions thereon to the committee, hefore
the first of March. Al members should
carefully study and well consider the report,
as it 1s of the ulmost consequence that the
form of polity sheuld be made as perfect as
possible.  The Interim Act anent the
exzmination of studests and candidates for
the holy ministry should also be well and

carcfully considered. It will be found in !

page thirty-five of the Synod minutes.

It is probable that the propriety of sup-
porting a Forcign Mission, may be brought
up at this meeting of Synod. Last year
it was recommended that the contributions
of congregations throughout the bounds
should go to the Missions of the Chureh of
Seotland, and that the fands for the year
now nearly closed should be applied to the
support of the Rev. Charles I. Cameron,
Missionary of the Church of Seotland to
Madras, who was formerly 2 student at
Queen's College. It will be a matter for
serious consideration whether this course
should be cootivued, or the Synod take
steps to open a ficld of oreign Missionary
labour, which could be mqre particularly
regarded as its own, and looked upon by
the members of our Church as belonging
especially to them to support. Ia the
present state of our finances the greatest
care must be taken to enter upon no new
undertakings which we do not see our way
cleatly to carry out properly. Nothing
should be done from a mere hasty impulse
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and simply from the desire to be able to
boast of a Canadian Mission field, if we can
better and more effectually obtain our end
by assisting the parent Church. We would
say nothing to disconrage those who be-
liecve in the practicability of our Church
veeupying the Forcign Mission field, and
maintaining jabourers in it advantageousty
but would simply advise them to consult
the Town Clerk of Ephesus, and “do noth-
ing rashly.”

At the missionary meeting which will
probably be held as usual during thesitting
of the Synod, some who have thought
deeply on the subject may have an opportuni-
tyoflaying their views before a larger au-
dience than that which is usually present at
the ordinary proceedings of Synod, and ifno-
thing be resolved upon this year, suggestions
and ideas may be thrown out which wiil
fructify and yield abundaatly in a future
season.

The presence of several corresponding
members from the Synods of the Lower
Provinces will bring up the consideration
of the question of a (reneral Assembly of the
Church for the whole Dominion. Lo this
imporiant matier the thoughts of members
should be directed.

The financial position of the Church at
large, in view of the loss sustained by the
suspension of the Commercial Bank, will
demand the wost serious consideration. A
complete revision of the laws relating to the
distribution of the funds of the Chureh,
under the management of the Temporali-
ties’ Board, would appear to be demanded.
For the same reason, and from the with-
drawal of the legislative grant to Queen's
College, announced as part of the policy of
the Government of Ontario, a very grave re-
sponsibility will rest upon the Synod, and
the wisest and most earnest deliberation
will be necessary in order to devise such
measures as shall preserve to us the benefits
of an institution to which we owe so much.
It will be a lasting disgrace to us if we
allow the nursery of our Church to sink
without the most strenuous efforts to res-
cue it from the difficulties which now ap-
pear to threaten its existence.

We have merely indicated some of the
questions which will probably arise. We
shall be glad to reccive suggestions for
publication in our next number on thesub-
jeets we havereferred to,or on others which
may occur to any of the members of our
Church, which may afford matter for con-
sideration before the meeting of Synod.
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CCASIONALLY com-
plaints are reccived of
errors in printing, by
which th: sense of a
comrnunication is sadly mar-
red. There is no doubt that
errors do and will creep in,
however carefully they are
gruarded against. Buta word
to"our correspondents may not be amiss on
the subject of writing plainly. No man has
u right to send an ill written, almost il-
legible communication to be printed. 1t is
neither more nor less than robbery in
many cases, as the printers who are paid
by prece work cannot make half the wages
they are entitled to, when they are com-
pelled to spend their time trying to pick
out the meaning from a manuseript looking
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like one of the eylinders found in the tomb
of Ramescs. This very month came a
communication which was handed round
the office as a curiosity, no one being able
to decipher it. It closely resembled what
might be expected as the result of an at.
tempt made by 2 madman to write in the
cuneiform character, with & dash of short
hand, intcrspersed here and there with
masonic emblems. In a young man of
cducation a bad hand is disgraceful, and
if the practice persevered in from affecta-
tion, i3 deserving of the severest reprehen-
sion.

We have to acknowledge receipt from the
Leonard Scott Publishing Company, of the
American reprints of the Kevicws and
Blackwood.

Aelos of our Chureh.

m—————

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.
Missioxary Meerings, Grove Ko, 1,

ONDAY, 3rd *cbruary, 1568,
Left Durliam per open sleigh
—cold intense,roads heavy-——
arrived on time at Canghna-
waga, there to await the plea-
surc of the “ Iroqueis,” and the
whim of the fog, which in Are.
tic grandeur rose to the skies,
threatening to detsin us as cap-
. tives smong the Iondians all
night; but afier a weary delay of two hours
and s half the fog partially cleared away, so
that the expectlant voyageurs crossed over fo
Lachine. Arrived at the Rev. Mr. Simpson's in
time to ebare his kind bospitality. and begin the
work assigned me, when I expected to meet my
primus, the Rev. Mr. Sym, of Beanbaraeis ; but
from circumstances unknown and unexpliained
to me, I found myself al once primus and solus,
go that I am compelled to use the egotistical
pronoun ¢ 1 instead of the expected and more
congenial one ¥ we We read of certrin mis~
sionaries of old who were sent out two and two,
ard we have every reason to believe that they
went in twos, and sssisted one another in their
arduous work. RButl perhaps it is copsidered
that onc now is as good as fwo then; or, proba-
bly, then they were more obedient to anthority.
Idon’t know. This, however, I do know, that
Ifound myself alone, and the work had to be
dope. At Lachioe, the meeting was not large,
but very faic. Here I fonnd myself alone in

i v
s Y

; two senses: I waz the only speaker, and the
[ people were far away from me. Uwing, I sup-~
pose, to the cold weather, they sat away back
towards the door, and in the neighbourbood of
the stoves, and up in the gallery. 1 hope they
have heard me, and that my words were not
frozen in traversing the vacant cold spacs
that was between us. Notwithstanding these
slight unavoidable drawbacks, we bad an excel-
lent meeting, This congregation is in good
hands, and in proportion to their number, are
doing as well as any; aud far better than many,
in the Synod. They are about building a ves-
try, which iz much nieded for Sabbath-school
purposes, prayer meetings, and weekly evening
lectures,

Yuesday, 2 P, M.—At Laprairic, found the
church warm and comforiable, 2nd & good meet-
ing. This congregation, till lately, for some
years had been a mission station, and as yet
receives aid from Presbytery.  Matters bLere
promise well. Great improvements bave taken
piace both in and about tbe church and manse
since wy last visit. Al things are just a3 they
shonld be. The Presbyiery may congratulate
themseives that the Rev. Mr. Barr is placed
over the interests of the Church Lerc. The
Rev. Mr. Fraser, St. Matthew's, Montreal, ably
assisted me, and delivered an excellent address
vers much to the poict. The people scemed
much interested in the great v wk committed
to their care. Immediately after the meeting,
the congregation elected 8 board of managers,
1o attend to and manage the financial affnirs of
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the church, of which board our old and excel- + ed favourably

lent friend, Jobn Dunn, Esq., i3 o wmember,
which of itself augurs well for this congrega-

tion. Returned to the city in the evening, and

attended my third appointment in old St. Gabriel

—the mother of all the Presbyterian churches
ir Montreal. The meeting was not so large as
might bave been expected, but much larger
than last year.
pastor, Rev. Mr. Campbell, it was evident that
this congregation is in the right way, and doing
their work in the best manner. The singing

From the report read by the
" the

was good : portions of the prose version of the

Psalms and New Testament Scriptures were
chanted with good effect. It would be well if
this practice became more general. The Rev.
Mr. Paton, of St. Andrew’s Church, assisted,
and delivered an admirable addiess. The meet-
ing was & success.

On Wednesday evening the 5th—met the con-
gregations of St. Andrew’s and St. Paul's, in
St Andrew'’s Church,
by, Dr. Jenkins, the Presbyterys Deputy, and
Rev. Mr. Camplell, to an cxcellent congrega-
tion, but altogetber too small for two such large
congregations as were there represented. Hut
we are not to take the smallness of the audience

Addresses were delivered |
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with any other Protestan:
body, and were therefore called upon to put
forth all efforts so as to influence the characte:
ofour New Nativnality for good. We have .«
great work to do.  Let us be strong and
doit.  After the work to which I was appoint-
ed was thus completed [ expected to be allow-
ed to returu home to attend to my ordin.
ary duties; but at the end as well at
beginning  these “unavoidable circum-
tances’ again interfered, so that only one vut o
the three appomnted for the next week's work
could attend to the duties imposed upon them.
£0 1 was once mure forced into the harness, ang
thus had to tramy it for another week, of whicl,
Lhowever, I Lave no doubt you will hear fro:.
other sources.

Durham l6th Miuch, 1868.

w.Cc.C

Hestingoos, Dusoee, By, ATHSLSTANE, AN
ORMSTOWN.
Deputation—Revds. J. Fraser and Pattersor.

and Messrs. Black and J. L. Morris, aud

Ministers of those charges.

These meetings were most interesting and im-
pressive, and have been, we believe, productive
of much good among our people. The firs:

‘ meeting was held in

as the measure of the interest which these con-

gregations take in the iission work of the
Church, for their proverbial liberaiity has been

too lately re-affirmed for that; but stil} it would - fortably filled.
be much more pleasant for those who did attend . Ofaro ¥ e

as well as for those appointed to address then.
had the number been largei.

Thursday, 6th.—At St. Matthew’s, Point St
Charles jand here, as usual,we had a good mect-
ing. Able and interesting addresses were de-
livered by the Rev. Messrs Patterson, Hemming-

Here, as at St.Gabriel's, the singing was good,in-

the greatest credit on the cuoir and its able
leader.

Upon the whole the meetings were highly in-
teresting and satisfactory, and will result in
good, and when we consider the coldness of
the season, and the lirge number of meetings
held in the city abont the same time, may be
pronounced a suceess.

that God in bis Providence, and for wise pur-

Huntingdon —The chair was occupied by M-
Wallace, the minister of this charge, and the de-
putation was strengthened by the addition o
Rev. Mr. Ross of Dundee.  The audience was
large, and respectable, the Church being com-

The Rev. Mr. Paterson spoke first on the
difficulty which exists in exciting in a meeting
a sympathy between the speaker and hearer ir.
the misvionary cause. le was followed by Mr
J. L. Morris who spoke on the Home Mission

. work. It was truly refreshing to hear a laymaun
. speak as hie did—In plain, pathetic, but forcible

!

; terms he urged upon the people the duty of

ford, the Deputy, Dr.Jenkins, and Mr. Campbell, : §7In& of their meuns 1o support the cause of
: , Dr.Jenkins, and Mr. C: .

Christ.  He enforced this duty both en Scrip-

; turat and Clurch grounds, asking the people tu
deed onc anthem was exccuted in a highly finish- |
ed style, deserving of all praise, at onge reflecting

poses, had given us Preshyteriang an important

and responsible position in our New Dominion . . ! ¢
" the less so for this reason, that bis father was

that in the whole Dominion we stood (all Pres-
byterians) first in point of numbers, that in
wealt, learning, and piety, we

compar-
)

]
I endeavoured to point out to these meetings . 1¢ is & son of the late Dr.

test their liberality by comparisons with the
contributions of the Jews under the Mosaic
dispensation, and showing that the man who
professed to love his Church, and yet vould not
give to her support and extension, was no better
than a hypocrite and impostor. He spoke as
an carnest conscientious {ayman, who loves and
works for his Church, should speak. If we had
more of his stamp in the Church we would be
in a better position to day.

Rev. J. Fraser spoke next on the I‘orclg
Mission Ficld, and was followed by Mr. Black.
Black of St. Pauls
Church, Montreal, and was licensed to preact:
the Gospel by the Presbytery of Montreal, shou:
two weeksago. He was a volunteer in the
deputation, and & most welcome one too, and nc:

well Known and had many personal friend:
among the congregations, which tht deputatio..
visited.  He made a short and happy speech o..
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thet most important of all subjects, the circula-
tion of the Presbyterinn, and also advocuted
the cizims of the Juvenile Presbyteran.

The meeting was concluded by along and elo-

quent speech tromthe Rev. Mr. Ross, who supple-

mented all that the previous speskers had left
unsaid, and gave in additien much interesting
and original matter on both tue Home and
Foreign Mission Field. The meeting was alto-
gether a great succeess, the collection amounted
to$12.80c. After its close, a lay sssociation was
formed for the purpose of managing the
schemes of the Church.

Dundee.—'The meeting here wus most ably
presided over by the mini-ter of the charge (Mr.
Ross), and the deprtation, assisied by the Rev.
Mes-rs. Wallace and Cochrane, the church was
filled to the dvor by an attentive and earnest
audience.  This wus une «f the best missonary
meetings that we ever hud the pleasure of at-
tending. One exceedingly interesting frature
in this mecting, and which we think ought to
pe followed in all our congregations on these
occasions, was the reading by the chairman of
an claborate report of the present coudition and
working of the congregation. From this report
it appears that, the Dundee charge is in a most
prosperous condition, that during the last year
their contributions for every purpose lave
largely increased, and that there is the imme-

diste prospect of the erection of a large and -

Leautif il church; for tius object the sum of
$5000 has been subscribed, and the committee
see their wav to the rai<ing of the other three,
which will be necessary for the completion of
the work. The meeting was first gddressed by
the Rev. J. Fraser, on the Home Mission work

He urged this work specially on the ground of .

the present position of national affairs.
in the history of our country. the Presbyterian

If ever

Church wag called upon to examine herself as |
to what she was doing, and what the was able

to do, for the cause of Christ, it was surcly
now.
mences ber history in the NewDominton superior
10 all other Protestant denominations in wealth
and adwmbers.  Counsequently its respousibility
in the evangclization of this vast aud growing
country, was proportionably great. Mr. Fraser
enlarged upon four great wants in our Church
which retarded her progress in the Home Mission
work 1st. A strouger feeling of denomina-
tionalism.
lay element i our Church courts.  3rd. A
lacger number of candidates for the ministry.
4th. Greater liberatity in giving, oun the part of
our people.

Mr. Moiris spoke next on the Foreign Mission
Field. e gave statistics of the agencies at
work and the results they have produced in
beatheniom. He showed that though these
tesults were great and encouraging, that yet
more than three-fourths of the world were in
darkness and idolawry, and that the church
must bestir herself and do more and better
things, else the work would never be overtaken.
He referred especially w our Javenile Orphan-
age, which, to our shame be it spoken is the
only work that we are doing in the Foreign
Field. Mr. Morris wus followed by Mr. Patter-
s0n in & most cloquent speech on the subject
thut every denominntion bas its own peculiar

20d. A beuter representation of the |
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sphere aad work, anl for these by Providence
it was speciatly adupred  He shiowed that this
fact wus the trae basis of o sound catholiesty.
Mr. Wallace next gave a short and pithy speech
upon the Humne and Foreign work of the Chareh
of Scotland in whiclh b made special reference to
the deputiution of Drs. MeLeod aumd Watson to
India, as an evidence of the interest which the
Chureh takes in the Foreign Mission Field, and
from which he predicted great results in this
Christ-hke work. Mr. Bluck spoke next on the
schemes of the Church, and advocated their
mapagement on the prnciple of the © power
of little,” which he was glad to see was being
partially adoptedin this congregation,and in this
their connection made special reference to Mr.
Croil's report, strongly urging every family to
secure acopy. The meeting was concluded by
Mr. Cocbrane ina long and able discourse on
prayer, as the great power in Church extension
and efficiency. It was moved by Mr. Cameron
and seconded by Mr. Cruiksnanks that & vote of
thanks be given to the deratation; this was
most cordially responded to by the congrega-
tion. Collection $12.50. The great charm
about this meeting was the vigorous heartiness
which characterized it—it was sustained for
more than four hours with unflagging interest
—the speeches were cloquent, carnest, and
practical.  We like these four-hour meetings—
they have a substuntiality wlneh  carries
weight with themw, and their effect for good is
ot sovn lost upoen the people.  One thing- we
know, the sweet intere2t, the Kindly christian
sympathy, which animated this meeting will
uot soon be forgutten by cither the deputation
or the people.

Elgin—Tie meeting hete was a complete
failur..  Notwithstanding a cloudless sky, a
warm Sun, and excellent roads the audience did
pot nuimnber twenty souls.  After all that the
Presbywery has done tor this congregation we

\ expected better things of them than thatis de-

Presbyterinnism taken as a whole com-

patation should be treated in such a shabby
manner. Coliectinn $5.80. We do not blame
those who were present, but traly those that
were absent vught to be beaten with many
stripes. The deputation gave ten minute speech-
e=upon the viarious missionary topics,Home and
Foreign, and then went sorrowing on their
way to

Athelstane ~Tlere there was a capital meet~
ing. ‘The neat Jittle chureh was comfortably
filled, and one exceedingly pleasing feature was
the large number of yoaug people present.
The meeting was ably presided over hy Mr.
Wallace, and the deputation, stimulated by an
carnest and attentive aundience, gave excellent
specches on very much the same subjects as at
Dund-e. There was one point in their speeches,
however, to which we wish to make special
reference as possessing not only a local, but
also a general interest at least for Monireal,
and that is the union of Athelstane and
Elgin into one congregation. This most
desirable object has occupied the attention of
Presbytery for some years, and several depu-
tations have been sent to the congregations, in
order to bring it about, bat in some unaccount-
able way their endeavours have always been
frustrated. Locally and naturally these charges
should be anited. They are both rural charges
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~they have excellent churchez, and in Elgin
there is one of the best manses in the church,
and they are only fivo miles apart. The recent
experience of Mr. Cochrane has proved that
Elgin cannet exist aloue as a self-sustaining
congregation. With only thirty-five families,
it cannot reasonably be expected to raise the
minimum stipend required by the Church,
Athelstane on the other hand, containing up-
wards of sixty fumilies, i3 united with Hurting-
dop which is a large and wealthy congrega-
tion, abundantly ableand willing too,we believe,
if the right influences were used with thew, to
support o minister most comfortably. It this
union, therefore, were to take place, it would
make one of the best charges in the Church,
Both Elgin and .\thelstane are willing, and tle
{aster anxiously desires it ; where then lies the
difficulty ? Itis this, Mr, Wallace i3 not willing
to resign  Athelstane, except on this condition,
that the proportion of hus income paid by it, viz,
$140, be supplemented by the Huntingdon
congregation. We cannot, of course, find fault
with Mr. Wallace for this condition: it is not in
human natare for any man toresign such a
large portion of his income, especially when
that income is already sufliciently sumil, We
hope, therefore, that the Huntingdon congrega-
tion will see its duty in this matter, not merely
to Mr. Wallace, to whom they tnow pay but a
comparatively small stipend, but 1o the Church
at large. Let them in a spirit of generous and
Christian liberality supplement their minister's
income to the required amount, then the Pres-
bytery will see its way clearly to scparate
Athelstane and nnite it with BElgin, and thug a
great and general Church good will be secured,
From what we know of the IHantingdon peaple,
we are sure, if this matteris rightly presented
to them, they will be willing and glad to agree
to it. Colleetion =7 18.

Ormstown. —The meeting here was a very
large one, upwards of four hurdred people being
present. This is one ofthe best country charges
in the Chureh, and under the judicious manage-
ment of itg energetic minister, is apparently ina
most prosperous condition. Like Dundee, they
jatend to build a large and haudsome churchand
for this purpose have already subscribed over
$6,000. Mr. Clarke presided over the meeting
in & very bappy manncr. The deputation spoke
en the same subjects, and in very much the
same strain as at the former meetings.  Though
considerably fagged with their provious heavy
work and for the most part in stormy weather
and over bad roads, still their speeches teld
well, and sppeared to bhe greatly enjoyed
by the audience. (f there was naything
lacking, however, in them, it was more than
made up by Mr. Ross, who in a speech of an
hour and a guarter in length delighted the peo-
ple with his cloguent bursts of mingled wit,
humour and practical common gense. The cul-
lection amonnted to $11.40.

The deputation returned to their homes well
pleased with their week's work, and ecarrying
with them nost pleasant remembrances of the
Chateauguay district. J.F,

Beecurings. The  Preshytery's missionasy
raeeting in this congregation, pestponed from
the 13th to the 20th Feb. owing to the great
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storm, came oft on the Iatter evening, and was s

great suceess. The Rev. Mr. McDonald oceu-

pied the chair, and addresses were delivered by

the Rev. A. Paton, St. Andrew's, Montresl, and
Rev, R. Campbell, St Gabriel’s. The former

dwelt on the importance of & hearty co-operation

with the ministers on the part of elders,

managers, and people, and on other general

topics by way of stimulus and encouragemeant.

The latter confined himself to advocating an ear-

nest support of the four schemes the Synod i3

sustaining. A pumber of subscribers wire ob-

tained for the Agent's Report and five new-sub-

scribiers fur the Presbywerian., The people of
this old and thoroughly Presbyterian Cungrega-

tion scem to be at present more thun usually

on the alert. Collection $7.67.

Uressytiry o¥ Psrra~The Presbytery of
Perth met in the Town Hall of Lombardy, in
the owaship of South Elmsley, on the 27th of
last mouth, for the purpose of inducting the
Rev, William Miller, formerly of West Zorra, iny
the Presbytery of London, to the recently or-
ganized congregation of Lombardy aud Qliver's
Perry  There was a large attendance from both
sectionsofibe congregation. The Rev. Mr, Mylne,
of Smith's Falla, preached an excellent and
appropriate sermon from Is. xxxii, 2. Mr. Bais,
of Perth, gave » short 1 rrative of the steps pre-
viously takei, put 0 Mr. Miller the prescribed
questions, to which he returned sutisfuctory an-
swers, and also read the act anent the spiritual
independence of the chureh,to swhich he assented.
Mr, Miller was there afterduly inducted, and sunt-
ably addressed by Mr. Myloe. Mr. Ross of
Beckwith, addressed the people, sctting before
them in a clear and forcible manner, their pri-
vileges and their duties. At the close of the
serviceg, the ladies of each section of the con-
gregation presented to Mr. Miller, through Mc.
J. McLaxen, & Pulpit Bible aud Psalm Book,
bhandsomely bound, for which Mr. Miller returned
thanks in befitting terms.  This congregation
is made up of some SiNty or seventy families,
belonging to our Church, the Canada Presby-
terimn Chureh, and other demoninations, re-
sident in outlying corners of the congrega-
tions of Perth, Smith's Falls and Kitley. It
our curdial desire, that the settlement which bas
now taken place, may prove s happy one for all
parties interested in it, and that the congrega-
tion, uader the minist.y of Mr. Miller, may
prosper and promote the glory of God.

The congregation of Ramsay, vacant since
the lamented death of the late Rev. Joho
MeMorine, D.D., bave, some time ago, given an
unanimons call to the Rev. John Gordon, of
Georging, in the Presbytery of Toronto, 10 be
their minister. The induction at Almonte, it (3
expeeted, will take place towards the end of
this month, or carly next month.

The Presbytery of Perth recently held a very
snceessful serics of Missionary meelings in the
several congregations of the bounds. The at-
tendance at cach of the mcetings was goud, the
spirit manifested excellent, and the pecuniary
results very encouraging. The Presbytery have
had for several summers, a catechist employed
in the township of Datling, where a number of
families belonging to our Church reside, whe
hitherto have been, to a great extent, destitule
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of public religious ordinances, The Presby tery
guaranteed to the catechist a stipulated sum
for bhis summers lubours, and the collections
taken up 1t their Missionary meetings have been
sufficient to enable them to pay to him what-
over deficiency there might be between the sum
prowised and that contributed by the projde.
Much good, we believe, has resulted from the
fabours of our catechists in this Missiovary
field. The people contributed very huerally tast
vesr towards the support ot Mr. Bennett, student
of Dirinity, Morrin College, who has now
laboured among them for several summuis,

with much acceptance, and we believe also. -

with great usefulness. Duting the last summer
they also completed a commodious chuvch,
commenced by them & vear or two previously.
To their credit be it said, the cburch iz without
debt, all the charges of erection and completion
baving been defraved hy themselves, with the
exception of a small grant made to them by the
Presbytery. The Presbytery feel very much

encouraged by notice just received of a grant of

hity pouads sterling, wmade tu them by the Co-

jonial Commitiee, to wid in the employment of ;
The Preshytery
expect 1o be able among themselves, to supple- |

o Missionary in this quarter.

ment this liberal grant of the Uolonial Com-

mittee, to such an evtentas shallenable them to

cmploy the services bothof a Missionary ang of |

« Catechist, during the present year. Theve are
several bordering towaships, recently opened
up in the rear of this county and the adjucent
counties, in which a number of Preshyterian
fumilies have settled, and are lving in almost
eatire destitution of the public ordinances of
ougion. uot only as dispensed by the minis-
ters of our Church, but also, by those of other
evapgelical denominations. Tbhese townships,
though at preseat, o a great extent barren and
rugged, and with inhabitants, poor and scatter-
ed, are et known to possess, in addition to con-
siderable agricultural capabilities, rich unde-
veloped stores of valuable minerals, god are
hely, ere long, to rise into importance.
Whether therefore, we regard the present or the
fulure of these townships, our duty, in the Pro-

vidence of God. to supply them with the |

ordipances of religion, so needful for the life
tbat now i3, 50 essential for that which is to
come, is most plain and most urgent.

S,
Men's association in connection with this con-
gregation was organized on the 25th Feb,,
naving, for itsobjects, the mutual improvement
of s members. the promotion of the iatetests
of the congregation, and the support of the
general enterprises of the Church, and for its
offce-bearers, the Rev. R. Campbell, M. A,

Honorary President : Johr McPhail, President ;|

W. Darling. jup, Viee-President; James Thorn
Necretary ; George Esplin, Treasurer: John

Farquhar, Wi Peddie, and Alex, Steswart, Com- |

mittee,

The annaal Festival of the St Andrews
Church Sabbath School, Montreal, was held in
the schooi-  m on Wednesday the 11th March,
The room was beautifully and artistically de-
corated with painted tablets and illuminated
motices many of them being the work of the
teachers, i1 was also ornamented with ever-

Gasrzet Cuyncy, Moxrreal.—A Young .
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| greens.  After the children bhad partaken of re-
freshments the chair was taken by the su-
perintendent Mr. J. L. Morris. A short repori
was given shewing the school to be in a highly
flourishing condition the average attendance
1 for the last month having becn two hundred,
t Tnteresting addresses were given by the chair-
! wan, the Rev. Dr. Jenkins and Hr. Jobn
¢ Paton of Kingston, Captain Malan, A.D.C.
 and the Rev, Andrew Paton.  An interesting
i feature in the proceedings was the presentation
; toeach scholar of a little book from General
Russell who regretted his inability to be present
The children of Miss Verner's French Mission
: scpool were also present, as guests, and sang &
; French hymn very sweetly. Before parting
¢ ibe children gave bearty cheers for thell minis-
+ ter,superintendent and teachers General Russell

and the Queen. The meeting was largely at-

tended by parents and friends who all seemed
i highly delighted with the prosperous siate of
i the school and the evening’s entertainment.

Asyvin Someror St. Pavrv's Caourcu San-
BATE ScuooL.—This entertainment was given
on the isth ult., ia the basement of St An-
drew’'s Churehl, and was one of the 1most suceess~
! ful meetings of the kind held this winter. After
a hearty tea kindly prepured, and presided over
by ilie ladies, the chair was taken at 7§ by the
! Superintendent, Mr. W, R. Oswald. After the
singingof the firsthymn, and prayer by the Rev.
Dr. Jenkins,elogquentaddresses were delivered by
the Rev. Mr, Paton, aud Mr. T. James Claxton.
The report being then read, the chairman in &
few appropriate and touching remarks, present-
ed o handsome silver waier pitcher to the Rev.
William M. Black on the oceasion of his retiring
from the charge of the school. Dr. Bell then
showed a series of beautiful dissolving views by
means of an osycalcium lantern belonging to
Mr. Donald Ross. Among the sicwz were
yhotographs of the Queen, Rev, Drs, Mathieson
and Jenkins, the last being that of the Rev. Mr.
Black. Instructive and pleasing addresses were
then given by Mr. J. L. Morris and Dr. Jenkins,
and after singing the National Anthem and a
; parling gift to cach, the children dispersed
; highly delighted with their evening’s enjoyment.

The room was crowded, s large number of the
§ congregation and fricnds being present.
{

Isprerioy AT Guescok.~Tbe Presbytery of
London wet at Glencoe on the 12th ult, for
the induction of the Rev, J. M. McLeo.. There
was a large attendance. Mr. Raunie of Chatham
presided and conducted the service, in which he
was assisted by Mr, Nicol of London. Glencoe,
through & varicty of mishaps, has be:n nearly
seven venrs without » minister, and now en-
ters for the first time upon the experience of a
1 gettled ministry. The good wishes of wany be-
" yond their own ncighbourhoed are with this
congregation; and itis to be hoped that no-
. thing will occur t0 mar thbe prosperity which
'y reasonably be cxpected to fluw from ting
settlement,

(GrORGINA.~—AL & raeeting of the members of
! this congregation, held in Knox's Church, Sut-

1on, on Saturday the 22nd February, much re-
{ gret wag manifested at the approacking separa-
i tion of the tic binding them to their esteemed
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+ Minister, the Rev. John Gordon, and the warm-
eBt wishes expressed that, in whatever po*tion
of the Lord's vineyard his future lot may be
cast, be may be blessed in his ‘ basket and bis
store,” and that his labotrs may not only re-
dound to his own welfare, but also to those to
whom in the providence of God he mny be call-
ed upon to take the spiritanl oversight.

The following is the copy of a resolution pass-
by the meeting, and forwarded to Mr. Gerdon
by the Secretary:

Mr. Boyd, seconded by Mr. Ego, moved . That
we, the members and adberents of the Cburch
of Scotland, im the Township of Georgina, in
annoal meeting assembled, laving learned with
regret that the tie which has hitherto bound us
to our esteemed pastor, the Rev. John Gordon,
s about tp be severed, by his translation to ap-
other charge, cannot permit thus opportuaity to
*pdss without recording our sense of his worth,
as a man and 8 minister. and expressing our
. hope that in the charge abont to be committed
- to bim, tbe same unity of purpose and har-

mony of sentiment between him and his flock,
may prevail, that bas characterized bis residence
amongst ug during the past three years, and
that when hislabours amceng them may have
cnded, he may be entitled to receive the com-
mendation and reward accorded to all faithful
servants.

«

Tae New CHURCH AT NecsoN.—On Sunday the
23rd February 1868, the new Church at Nelson
was opened for public worship. Though the
day was rather cold yet the Church was crowd-
ed at the three services. Tbe Rev. Mr. Mwmir, A
B. of Galt preached in the forenoon; the Rev.
Ar. Burnet of Hamiiton 1n the afternoon, and
the Rev. Mr. Grant of Waterdown 1n the even-
ing. Thesermons preached were elognent, evan-
geheal and appropriate, and the coliections
taken up were upon the whole good. The

_Church 1s built of brick, and looks well with-
out, and the inper furnishings are surpassed by
po country Church we bare seen. The design
of the pulpit is a chef daurre and reflects great
creliit upon the ariisti - skill of Mr. McCulloch
the architect There 18 & very commodious
vestry adjoining. The charch cost $1500, the

most of which i3 paid, 80 that the Nelson people | London

have done well’in counting the cost and raising

the money before the church was buiit. May

every country and city congregation imitate

their scriptural qxampie, Nelson is one of the

stations f the Rev. H. Edmison A. M of Water-

down; who iskhighiy esteemed, and deservediy
~’s0, by his attached congregatian

New Cracrer 1s Uxsrinés —This new and
commuod.ous CLurch basang been compieted and
the cost all but discharged by the Liberality of ,
the people of Scott and Uxbiidge, was opened |
on the 23rd slt.  After devotional services by,
the Pastor, the Rev. W. Cleland, the Rev. Dr |
Barclay of Toropto delivered a discourse on |
# gpiritoal busbandry.” The afiernoon services |
were condocted by the Res J. Bau of Scarboro,

the subject of discourse bang ' Troe fame,”

founded on Psalm xxiv. 3, ‘A man was famonx
according as bs Lad Ufted op axes opon® the |
thick trees.” Mr. B. also preached in .he even- I
ing 1n the Ontario Hal), Cxbridge Village, all

the services were sery largely adtended, many l
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being uanable to find accommodation, and of »
bigh order of excellence, and it is to be hoped
the results will be sausfactory. The liberality of
the people and of some friends in the neigh-
bourhood deserves the highest praise, apd will
go far to strengthen the hands of the zealous
pastor. The cause in Scott and Uxbridge was
initiated by the late Rev. James Lamhie. Mr.
Cleland is the second pastor, baving been pre-
ceded by the Rev. W, Brown.

~

Kincarping —~This Congregation bas uba-
nimously resolved to call to the pastorate over
them Mr John Ferguson, preacher of the gospel,
one of the students of Queen's College licensed
since lagt meeting of Synod. Mr. Ferguson is
son of the late excellent minister of Esquesing,
arnd there is no doubt be will maintain the cha-
racler for industry and earnestness he sustained
at College, and will give a good account of
himself in this growing and important field of
labour.

Lixpsayv.—The induction of Mr. Dobie, which
was expected 1o take place on the 19th,ult has
been necessarily deferred, owing to the Presby-
tery of Toronto's having lost 1tself in the grea:
storm of last month.

Port Horr.—The same cause has delayed the
transiation of Mr. Cocbrane from Elgin to this
charge.

Crirrox —The yearly report of St Andrew’s
Church, Clifton, printed in neat form, shows that
tbe Congregation is well organised,and thatallits
affairs are systematically conducted. The oum-
ber of communicants bas during last year increas
ed by 9, and the Sabbath School shows a roll
of 160 scholars with 11 teachers, besides super-
intendent and secretary. The finances areina
satisfactory position, and the accounts spow th.t
the Gongregation has not been remissin contr’-
butiops to the schemes of the Church.

Giccrrist EprcatioNaLl TRCST.— At Quebec.
Montreal, Kingston, Toronto, Ottawa, Hahfax
and a Town to be aflterwards named in New
Bruoswick, on tThe last Monday in June. it 13
proposed to bold annually the Midsommer Ma-
trzgniation Examination of the Toiversi'y of
The best candidate will obtamn a
scholarship of £100 stg. perannum, tenable for
three years, and the option of studying at the
Uaicersity of Edinburgh or University College,
London, with the wiew of graduating in arts
science, law, or medicing in conpection Wit
the University of London. The coppetihc-
will be open to all candidates under the follow-
ing conditions —(1) That ther be natives «
the Dominion ot resdents for three years imm -
dintely preceding the exam.pation, (2) Thw.
they be 18 and™n~t grer 22 years of age, ar.
(3) tbat they be of good character. Satisfactor;
proof of ehigibility 18 these reapects mast be fu: -
nished. The Governor-Genersl 1a to apro.
sub-examera. The examination will bs .
wntog.and cand.dale s angwers il be forwar !
od throagh the Colomal OfSce to the Registrs.
of the Umirersity of London, who will sabm.t
them to the Un.verpity Examinara.  The awarl
will be transmitied by the Secretary of the G -
christ Trust, throogh the Colonial Offices f.
aononncement to the candidates at the Colon o
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capital,  The successful candidate will be ex-
pected to arrive in London no later than the
first week in October following his apppoint-
ment. We subjoin 8 general statement of the
subjects of examination ;—

MarEeMaTics. —Arithmetic—ordinary rules,
fractions, extraction of square root, algebra—
simple rules, proportion, arithmetical and geo-
metrical progression, simple equations , geome-
try—Euclid, books i-iv., principal properties of
triangles, squares and other parallelograme, and
of the circle, treated geometrically.

NartunraL Pm‘wsopuv.—.\Iecbanics—-compusz-
iion and resolution of statical forces, mechani.

cal powers, ratio of power to weight, centre of

gravity, general laws of motios with chief ex-
periments for illustration, law of motion of fall
1eg bodies; hydrostaties, bydrautics, and poeu.
matics—pressure of liquids and gases, its equai
ditfusion and vartion with depth, specific gra-
vity, modes of determining it, the barometer,
siphon . commuon, forciag and air pumps:accous-
lics—nature of sound, optics—laws of reflec-
nos and refenction, for-uation of images by sumple
ienses.

Cuemistiy —Heat—sources, expansion ther-
mometer, difference briween temperatwre and
qaantity of beat, specific and latent heat. calori-
meter?, liquefaction, ebullition, evapouration, con-

tary’'s Office, and will be happy to supply addi-
tional particulars. We believe, hdwever, that
. everyihing essential to guide intending compe.
, titors throughout the Dominion will be found in
the foregoing paragraphs.

' Queen's CoLLrce.— Donations o the Library ;
* —McGill University, 4 vols. ; John Lovell, Esq.,
Publisher, Montreal, 1 vol. ; Botanical Society,
. Edinburgh, 1 vol., Principal Snodgrass, i1
¢ vols.t U. S. Patent office, 9 vols.; A friend,
Kingston, 7 vols.; Smithsonian Institution,
| Washington, 14 vols., Education office, Fred-
! ericton, 5 pamphlets . Dominion Government, 1
“vol.: 8. 8. Laurie, Esq, Edinburgh, 2 vols.;
Prof. Airy, Greenwich, 50 vols. worth over
$500 . Rev. G.'Romanes, LL D., London, Eng-
land, #1 vols. worth over $100; Oliver &
- Boyd, Edinburgh, 1 vol.. University of Toronto,
1 vol.

Donation to the Prize Fund :—Rev. J. 5.,
McLeod, Glencoe, $5.

Scholarship Fund :— A munister of the Church,
in & back Township, is about to found & scho-
larship by means of savings from his stipend,
extending over a number of years. After this
the College autborities ought oot to despair,
even if the government grant be withdrawn,

duction, couvection, radmntion, non-metallic '

elements—their compounds, chief physical and
chemical characters, preparation, characterstic
tesis—oxygen, hydrogen, carbon, nitrog.n—
cblorine, bromive, 1othne, fluorine—sulphuar,
phosphorons, silicon ; combining proportions by
weight and volume, general pature of acids,
bases, and saits symbols, and nomenclature ; the
stmosphere—constitution and effects on it of
ammal and vegetable kfe, combustion—struc-
iure and properties of flame, pature and compo-
snon of ordinary fuel; water—chemical pecu-
harives of natural wacers, carbonic acid——ox-
ides and acids of nitrogen, ammonisa, olefisnt
g§8s, marsh gas, sulpburous aod sulphuric acid,

sulpbardted bydrogen, hrdrochloric acid—

pl;osphor?c acid aud phospburetted bydrogen,
sliea,”

CLassics —G reek—Xenophon, A nabasis book
=, passages to.be translated 1nto English; ques-
Lens o grammar, istory, and geographby . La-
un—{lorace, n()ges, books 1y, 1v ; passages to
be translated into English, quections in history
and geographr. separate paper with questions in

STammar, and eaxy Kaghsh e~ntences to be tran.
sisted into Latin  Koglish Laogoage—Ortho-

£oapby, writing from dictation, grammatical
giracture  Englith history to end of 17th cen.
iy, and modern geography, French— Emsle
-dutrer, Diane, Hex. Jrumas, La Tulippe Noire;
.7 German, Sctller, Withelm Tellmwith gnes-
.0D8 in grAmMAr And cary pasrages for trane-
»al0n jotn Englich .

We hope many caadidates will come forwand

‘e the competition in Jane next. As the arrange- |

Webt i3 permaneat the number 13 sure to in-
<7case year by year. Besides the grest bonour

of

P#u0T wiil have a first-rate opportanity of pur
§oing his stodies in Britan.

Priacipal Snodgrass, from whom we bave ob-
awed the above information, bas received docu-
=ents on the subject from the Provincial Seere-

1

obtaining the scholarship, the successfal com-

IN MEMORIAM.

It 13 seldom that two deaths occur within
: one week and in one congregation of which
' each is 30 noteworthy in its intrinsic interest, as
well as the points of contrast which it presents
to the otber, as two which bave just cast a sad-
ness over the congregution of St. “Andrew's
Church, Kingstou. one, that of an aged pil-
grim who had long been calmly waiting for a
summons across the river,—the other, that of
i ope just eatening upon the batde of Life, who
' was suddenly and witboot warning called away
as’ we firmly believe to work«in a bigher sphere.

The first of these was one wellkpown to
many readers of the PresByterian, who by her
long, steady and affectionate adherence to our
Church, and by ber active furtherance of its
interests, well deserves & place awmong its
honoured names ;—Mrs. Logie_of Kiagston, who
» died on the 10th of Marche7n the 84th year of
" her age. She was born in the parish of Gamri¢,
Aberdeenshire, and had led a changeful lifs in
various parts of the world, before finally settling
down with her busband. Major Logie, on their
" property of Glenlogie near Kingston. Since

»

that time,—thirty-six years ago, she has been s -

member of St Andrew's Church, and through-
out the wany changes which have since taken
place, has continned one of its staunchest and
most xealons adherents. Beiog & resident in the
¢ township of Pittsburgh at the time when the
Mission which has sines resglted in the forma-
tion of a Church there, was organised, Mrs.
' Logie was one of its most active originators,
being lodefatigable in collecting funds, and in
stirring up the interest and co-operation of the
wpeople. After coming to reside in Kingston
where sbe hag lived since ber husband's deat b
—though gradually growing less and less able,
to cugage in Active work, sbe npever lost her
! warm interest in all that concerned the good of

.
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the Church at large, and of the congregation
with which she was connected in particular.
She was indeed no common character, and
one which now that she is gone could not be
easily replaced. She was one of the best speci-
mens of the sterling old Scottish nature. in its
most attractive form. To great strengih and
originality of mind and character, and clearness
of perception and judgment, she united great
warmth of heart, genuine and judicious practi-
cal benevolence, and a geniality and liveliness
of manner which made her a gencral favourite,
though candid and outspoken to a remarkuble
degree. As a friend she was most steadfast
and faitaful, and to the end of her life. her sym-
pathies seemed to retain all their strength and
freshoess, enabling her to enter even into the
pleasures of the young, with whom she was a
great favourite, and whom she liked to have
around her. Advancing years and trials seewned
rather to mellow and ripen than te weaken the
fine points of her character, and to make more
distinctly visible her Christian faith and trust,
and the guiding principle which regulated her
raturally kindly impulses. She has left a
vacant place which will not casily be filled up,
and the affectionate remembrance of her in many
hearts will long perpetuate ber memory. She
was mercifully spared the protracted scason of
weakness and suffering which sometimes fallz
to the lot of the aged, and but a few days of
illness intervened between her enjoyment of
perfect health and her peacceful entrance inte
“ the rest that remaineth for the people of God”
She was Iaid in her last earthly resting place
on the 13th of March, and on the 14th, one
whose youthful vigour and tali, stalwart,
stroagly built frame seemed to promise a long
tenure of life was strvck down in the flush of
early manhoad,without, so far as can be known,
the shightest consoious warning of the approach
of death.  Although hitherto only engaging in
Preparation for the imporiant work of hife, and
from his peculiarly retiring, unobtrusive natore
scarcely known beyond the circle of his imme-
diate acquaintances, there arc not a few who
will long cherish with the affectionate reverence
wkich sometimes hallows the memory of the
carly last, the name of Gilbert Dinwoodie. He
was a student of medicine in the Royal College
of Physicians in Kingston during the Iast year
and a half, previous to which time he had resid-
ed with his family near Campbeliford, his
parents having been for many Fears members of
the congregation of the Rev. Mr. Neill of Sey-
mour. During ais residence in Kingston be
was a most cnthusiastic and devoied student,
conscientious and thorough in cverything be
undeortook, and bidding faur, by his perseverance
and untemilling application, as well as by
the meatal qualitics with which he was endowed
to win for himself an honoumble place in the
ranks of the profession he had chosen. Over
his fellow-students he gained an  influence
*which was quite remarkable, considering his
quiet and reliring nalure, and the serious tone
of his character, so different from the reckless
spirit which often prevails among medical
students. His popularity among them probably
arose ia no small degree from the quick sym-
pathy with which he made his friends’ interests
his own, axd from his vaniformiy kind, obliging
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and amiable disposition which made him al-
ways ready todoa kindoess when it was re-
quired. As a striking instance of this, it may
be mentioned that only a week or two before
his death he acted as watcher and nurse by tkte
death bed of a fellow student, prostrated by
virulent small-pox, at a time when the fear o
infection made it almost impossible to procure
any other attendance.

Naturally shy and reserved in speaking of
things that interested him most deeply, he did
not often converse freely on religious subjects,
but when he did, it was with a grave thougk:-
fulness which showed that the subject was tu
bim one of no superficial feeling. Itis worthy
of remark that the close of his first session ag 2
medical student, a period the temptations ot
which are no light test to a young man’s prir-
ciples, should nave been the timme when he mad+
his first decided profession of Christienity by
coming forward to the Lord’s table. That 12
was no mere outside profession no one wh
watched his consistent and examplary life, kis
gentle, kind nnd blemeless demeanour, the ser-
ious carnestness of his manner in his reguiar
attendance on the services of the sanctuary,—
could doubt.

About two months before his death the illness
and death of a beloved elder brother, also at a
distance from his home,—had a decp snd de-
pressing effect on his sensitive nature. Tkle
sadness which it left contioned to weigh uj.-
on his spirits, and his wind seemed constanti,
occu}.ied with though's rbout mysteries of tin
unseen world and the existence of the soul i
the “ updiscovered lands ” which lie bevond the
grave. It was probabiy in consequence of the
depressed state of his system that a dose of mor-
phine taken to alleviate toothache prodaced na
unusually powerful effect.  Its soporific influ-
ence continued to affect him more orless for twe
days, but on the cveniug of the second he wa-

' going about the house, and conversing inteiii-

gently with one of his fellow-students.  Kar..
the following morning he was found in 2 stats
of insensibility, with heavily oppressed hreati.-
ing, aczd symptoms of serious brain discase
Notwithstanding the prompt and energetic use

- of remedies, nothing produced the siightest of-

fect, and ke remained in a state of unconscious-
ness until he expired, early in the afternoozn,
his death being afterwards foand 1o haver -
sulted from sudden and violent congestion ¢f
the brain. A death in such circumsiances pre-
cludes the paossibiiity of the fareweill wora.
which arc so tenderly prized by thase left be-
hind, orof any d3.ng n~surance uf the Christia -

" faith and hope which alone ean illumine th-
: shadowy valley, yet such assurances were ren-
. dered almast unnecessary by the silent testime -

ny of the tenor of such a hife.

His remains were convered to the home in:
which so0 lateiy the corpse of another son had
been carticd, 1o be laid by the side of the
brother he had so deeply mourned. The sym-
pathics of many will be with the aged parez-
under the crushing weight of o0 heavy a sorrow
A large number of his fellow -studenis attended
the remains of their departed fricad to the sta-
tion, evincing by thar demeanonr the sincents
of their grief for his lass, and at 2 mecting belc
by them the same day a pumber of resolutions
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were drafted more fully expressing their sense
of their loss and of the high estimation in which
the character of the deceased was held by them.
We wonder vainly at the mysterious dispensa-

, sion. that it is now teo late.

tion which thus cut short a life so full of the !
promise of usefulness to his fellows, —we speeu-

late wherefore

fc, the young and stropg, who cherished
Noble longings for the strife--
By the wayside fell and perished—
Weary with the march of life.—
But yet we know he has not perished but only
developed into & higher and more perfect life.
To his fellow-students,—and to ali,—the silent
cloquence of his example still speaks.  May we
not translate its language into the words, so
comforting under a sense of the instabiiity of
earthly things—* Whose faith follow, consider-
ing the end of his conversation—Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, to-day and forever.’

HOME MISSION FUND.

Vaughap, per Rev. William Aitken,

. 259
Whitby, additional 215, per 3r. James Hamil-

ton, making in all . . . . . 5.0
Wolfe Island, additivuzl, jer Rev. Geurge
Porteous, . . . X
Buckingham, per e, Jdame< ¢ Smith. 123 oo
> PEYALY]

Cumberland, do, da. /52§
Gwillimbury and Inuetil. addstional. per Mr.

Mathew Faris, 70, making in all K3.20
Ottawa, per Mr. Willinm Hamilton. kR E )

There are still 16 congregations, having ministers,
who have not as yet contributed to the specisl appeal
@hich bas been 5o nobly responded to by the Church
at large. Five of thece enjov the <emices of com-
muting and privileged mimsters. Of the 15 vacant
congregations 2 only have contributed. The meeting
of the lemporalitics® Roard takes piace in the be-
ginning of May, previous to which, the accounts re-
quire ta be made up: it is therefore desirable that thase
swho stili have 1t in view 1o aid the Roard, should for-
ward their contnbutions as ¢carly as possble. It 1<
cattestly hoped that every congregation in the
Church will avail themselves of the privilege—still
thetre—of taking part in 2 movemnent. not only of
great impartance, bat one which has been also cmin-

Ce—— e .

-

]

11

ently successful. Az none should be deterred from
casung in their mite, because they cannot send a
large sum, 60 none rhould withhold, under the fwpre--

JAMES CROIL.
) Secretary peo lepoc. .
Morrisburgh, 15th March, 188.

THE SYNOD'S SCHOLARSHII* AND BURSARY
SCHEME. -
St Andrew's Sabbath Schaol, Clifton. for 1867,

per Rev. George Bell, . . $6 w
St. Andrew’s Church, Perth, per R2ev. W, Bajn, 21
Beekwith Congregatiou, per Rev. W. Ross, 124
Orangeville, per Rev. W E McKar, | 3.0
Fergus, per AL Diogwall Fordyee, Esq. . . 1867

B . JOWN PATON, Treasurer.

Kingston, Ontario, 18th March, 1~

FRENCH MISSION FUND
Dundew, per the Rev. Donaid Roes So.(w
Urangeville, do. W.E Mchay S
Dorchiester do Jas. Gordon ) [TX 1Y)
Stirlng do Alex, Buchan 5.0
[ R

ARCH. FERGT >0ON,| Treasurer
Montreal, 2'st March. 18,

!
MINISTERS WIDOWS AXND ORPHANS FLAD
" Brockville, per Mr. George Hutchison. . .82?m
' Buckingham and Cumberiand. jar the Bes.
J C.Smith . . 12:0
* Richmond, per the Rev. E. Mullan . 1T
+ Dundce, dao. 1), Ro<s 1200
Elgin do W. Cochrane 110
Wiliiamsburg do John Davidson, 121a
Seymour o Robert Neil s
» Stirhn do Alex. Buchiaa UL
Middleville and Dathouse, per the Rev D.J.

Mclean . . . - . . 21.00
Owen Sound, per the Rev, D. Morrison 2300
Huntly do Jawes Sinclair 6.0
Qsnabruck do Rob. Dole . 1200
Nottawasaga . do Alex McDorald

« Dorchester do Jas. Giurdon

St Gabtriel, Morntreal, per Rev R, Campbell

FI25 Ay
ARCH. FERGUSON Trezsurer
Montreal, 21st March, 146y

@orrespondence.

PATRONAGE vs. POPULAR ELECTION.
To the Fditor of the Presbylerian.

Sir ;— Qne of your correspondents in the last
aumber of the Presbyterian treats us 10 a very
strong dose of ¢ Patronage versus Popular
Election.” I must say that I was somewhat
astonished to sec such extreme views as thosc
te propounds sct forth in this ageand country.
I may as well confess in the outset that though
sincercly attached to the church of my fathers,
I kave always regarded Patronage as a foul
blot cpon ber purity.

Aveneg tells us what evers son of the
charch is prepared tobelicve when he says that
‘ Patronage is after all, not the monstrous evil
sepresented by many.”

. thispoint docs notcompel us tobelieve that it is
$0 very muct sprrior 1o Popular Rlection asbe
would bave us imaginc. I do not thiak that the

i
]
3
!
|
l
|
!
i
i
!

Rut the concession of |

few cases to which he refers, in which unpopu-
lar sctticmentshave turned out to the advantage
of the church, form a very strong support to his
position, when there are so many instances on
record which have had an oppesite cfect.

In the first of his cigh! vbjectiuns vour corres-
pondent tnes to ndicule the wdea of s preacher
delivering trial discourses. But though be
puts the question in this light it would be weli
fur bim to remember that ridicule thoughk a
powerful weapon against a cowardly opponent
is no argument against the truth.  For my part

' I cannot see how the ministerial office is degrad-

¢d as ke s2¥2 it is. Ly a candidate preachung to
a congregation able to judge ¢f the man that
will suil their wanls, any wore than by the

" forcible induction of an incapable unedifying

{avoitite of the patron oi—as we can easily
coacerve 1o be the case—some profegé or friend
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of one of his bottle companions. This is not a |
very flattering view of the crse: butstillitis
one that is not impossible. FEven Aveneg will
admit that these who are regnlar attendants
upon the preaching of 1he Word and who each
week listen to the man of God with an ecager '
degire 1o profit hy the truths which he enun-
ciates, sre far better judges of a clergyman’s |
fitness for Lis office than one who perhaps never
AW him—who may be a Romanist or an Infidel
snd consequently never enters the church, or
who may care iar less about her welfare and °
prosperity—though patronage makes bim one
of her most important rulers—than he does
about the success of bis favourite racer, or the '
result of the next contest for the championship
of the prize-ring. I am willing to admit for the
sake of consistency that this isa case, of rare
occurrence. Nevertheless it is a possible case,
and one which even .Jrencg dare not deny has
more than once existed.

1 shall nos ke up your valualle space in no-
ticing your correspondent’s statements in detaii.
Several of them seem to have argued an ignor-
ance of the fact that the mejority of the members |
of nearly every congregation are just as good !
judges of the acceptability of A preacher as any i
patron can be; while it is a weil known fact
that the middle classes and peasantry of Scot-
Jand—to which countryhe seems to transfer his
argumeni—are as & hody much more familiar
with Theological qr stious, and far better
judges of an edifying gospel sermon than the
majority of those who move in the higher ranks.
It is possibic that the latter may be better
judges of scientific cssays and metaphysical
disquisitions : but these, though excelient things |
in their own place. sink into comparative "

i
‘

- e m——

L eme— .

insignificance b5 the side of piety, zeal, and
HBiblical erudition. It is also a pleasing fact
that s number of the Scottish nobility and gent-
ry do no! think religious questions beneath
their notice, and are also warmly attached to °
their national church. 11 all were men of this
stamp Patronage would soon be objectionable
only in name. But as matters stand, such is
very far from being the case.

Toudrencs’s sixth objection 1 have oniy to say
1hat it caneotl be so bad for a congregation, if |
they of their own free will happen t¢ make an X
unfortunate selection,

as if an wafertunate |
selection were made hv another and then forced
upon them. 11 the former case the people wounld
in all prohability stand by the man of their
choice, while in the latter many would go off
and join the dissenting bodies.

1 can readily assent to the objection that
" Pateonage i€ not what our Free Church
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brethren have rej+ aented it to be.” Lut [ must
go still further s a say that o 1< not vhat s eneg
represents it fo be. 1 cannot however adnit that
he is correct in saying that’ Popudar Election s
wroag.” It is nuo argument to sy that the
apostles sent forth men to preach the gospel—

. because they were extracrdivary officers and
. exercised functions that are ot now within the

power of the clergy. Amonyg sheirother gifts they

. possessed that of ivfalbibly disceraity the fit-

ness of men for the sacred vihice and conscquent-
15 could not make misiakes in the matter. The
priactice of the Methodizts forms no rule; for
their conferences reserve the power of nmoving
the ministers at the &nd of every vear.aud they
are comptlled by their laws to allow no man to
remain lunger than tbree years as pastor of the
same cungregation. 8o that when su inferior
maa fulls to their lot they are consoled by the
hope of better luck rext time. The despotic

. power of the episcopai Bishops is often loudls

complained of by the people,and the arbitrary
exercise thereof i oniy tolerated when the
circumsiances of the congregations arcsuch that
they cannot well helpibemselves. BesidisAveneg
must remember, that if the practice of those
two bodics is a binding rule in the matter
under discussiop, we should by a parity of
reasoning conform to them in all other rtes-
pects.

Your correspondent quotes the words of e
procurator of the church of Scotland as an
argament in favour of his position. Now, !
know that said gentlemanis a man of high
standing snd great influence in the church.
But I am not thercfore prepared to give up my
views upon this pairt simply breause he says
they are wrong, when I am supported by the
wisdom of the general assembly of the Scottish

{ cburch. Tbat august hody declared in 1715

that ¢ It appears cquitable in i1self and agree-
able ta the liberty of christians and & free people
to have the interest in the choice of those to
whom they entrust the care of their souls.” It
1s also A well known fact that priorto 1784
Patronage was declared by the assembiy to be

" a grievance time after time. And the only time
* when the cliurch held her peace npon this im-

portant question was the dark period that inter-
vened between 1754 and 1800, Arc those the
days which Arencg would bave us live over
agrin?  Now that our dear auld kirk has been
aroused from her former indifference and cleans-
ed from much that once warred ber ancient
beauty, by the stormy traublons waters through

" which she passed but a few rears ago, isita

fitting timeto plunge herback intothe chill and
muoddy sea which paralrsed ber energies and
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marred her beauty during the co0'd bleak days of
mederatism. Has patronage been a blessing or u

curse 1o the Scottish Church?  For an answer |
we bave only to look at the dissensions which |

have from time to time raged within her bo.om
and rent her intwain. Erskine was driven out
of her fold by patronage, and so were Gillespie
and Boston.

estabiished by law. Need we go back to the ten
veurs conflict, und reciting all its accompanying
evils show that they sprung directly frow patro-
nage ? I am willing to admit that the great and
good men who led forih the Free Church proces-
siop on the dismal 18th of May1843,ncted bastily
i the matter.  But this does not alter the fact
that a great erying evil existed in the Church
and was the means of driving them out of her
fold; and that evil was patronage.  In view of
these fucts can it be saud that patronage has been
anything else than a cirse ‘o the Scottish
Church? Moreover it i< contrary to the spirit
of Presbyterianism which requires that a call

shall be signed by the wmembers of the Church '
before the Presbytery can indact the Presentee |
Thiz iz always done even in cases where the
signatures to the cnll number perhaps only -
half a dozen, while the Church members amount -

o nearly a3 many thousands,

But the most objectionzble part of Jrenes’s
letter is the conclusion, which countains the
remedy with which he proposes to abolish all
the cvils which attend Popular Election, It is
nothing less than to hand over the patronage of
congregaiions to the Presbyteries.
deed o remedy with a vengeance—a cure far
worse than the disease. Is it nola notorious fact
that clerical has cver been the very worst kind
of tyranny. I woald rather submit to Iay pa-
tronage a dozen times intensified than put this
matter into the hands of the clergy.
proof that this prefereace is not groundless, we

bave ouly to iock at the clerical despotism of |
But let Jreneg's high
handed plan be tried upon a few of our vacant E

the Romish Charch.

congregations and if the presentee is notaccept-
able they wall soon furnish a practical solution
L this question.

So different are my views from those of

Jdgeneg that 1 should like to bave our vacant |

congregations advertise for ministers stating
amount of stipend subscribed—how much of
tais is likely to be paid—adrantages of the
charge, &c.
wit licentiates and ministers without charges o
advertise for congregations. In tlis manner
all would be open. above-board and fair, aund
there would be no morc of that underhand wire-

And theic folowers have now be-
come the most bitter opponents of all Churches -

This isin- °

1
For o *

I wouid even go so far &s o per- |

11¢

| pulling, which teo often takes pluce even amony
' our Canadian clergy. If such a custom were
innugurated it would be far more satisfactory
than the preseni system to both ministers and
people.  Men of superior mental powers would
occupy their proper positions: and congregs-
tions could always cummand talent according
10 their means. The people have this matler
in their own bands, apd I am much mistaken it
they do not guard well the Wigh privilege of using
their own judgment in the =clection of thei:
pastor. They are the individaals who furnish
bis support ; and taking even the lowest view o:
the matter it i3 no more thau fair that they
should select the minister whom their own cot-
tributions have been partly at least the means o
procuring. Mureover the peuple of our Domin-
f ion are not so ignorant as Jeeaeg would Late
. us all believe. Thauks 10 our educational 8§s-
| tem, knowledge is sprewding throughout the

land, so that a good sermon well delivered
, will always be appreciated according to i3
" merits. The great majority of our people are
shrewd and practical and can t basoeasily guv
¢d by m. n of brass as .Ireneg scews to imagine,

i trust the time will never arrive Whea on-

Church shall have sofar retrogradedas to toler-
ate the system of petty tyranny recommerdud
by Jdreneg. We livein anage of progress wheu
even conservatives of the purest wuler are be-
. coming slive to the necessity of moving in tle

onward march of reform. Our Church will
surely not lie idle or move backwards while all
~ others are stirring with acticity and life. Com-
mop seast should teach all who love our Sion
not to alicnate from her the affections of our
people by questionable or unpopular measures
now that she has become dependent upon them
for her main support.

Trusting that you will pardon me for occupy-
ing so much of your valuable space.
I remain, yours, &c.,

(IRNEVA.
Kingaton, Ontario, 12th March, 15u8.

To the Editor of the Presbylerian,

EAR SIR,— As 1 believe
there is, among the Mia-
jsters and Members of our
Church, a sincere desire for
spiritual and ecclesiagiical im-
provement, perhaps  vou wily
allow me, through your periodi-
cal, to express a few convic-
tions, tending, 1 trusi, to the
_ promotion of that great object.

A few months ago, you published & report of
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a Meeting of the Presbytery of Guelph, from
which it appears that that Presbytery were
<arpesily endeavouring to better the state of
things in the Congregations c¢ntrusted to their
oversight. Many of your readers, I apprebend.
sympathise with the Presbytery in heir spirit
and efforts.

In order, huwever, that the Church at large
may be bencfitted, there 1s need of the eaercise,
Ly the Synod, of its leg.slative functions. Even
at the meeting of the Presbytery of Guelph
referred to, the want of stalute-law was felt and
expressed, in conpection with the resolution
bearing upon the administration of * the com-
mupion,” which was agreed 10. A suitable
“ Act " of the Supreme Court of our Church
would supply the lack.

What I particularly desire at presentto bring
under the notice of the Church is, the position
that should be hLeld Ly the Ministers of the
Church, as respects its temporal aflairs 1 start
by assertisg the principle, as one of scripture

and of our Church, that the Pastors should have |
3

' the oversight * of all the interests pertaining
10 the Church, Loth teraporal and spiritual.

You wilisometimes hear it said that Ministers
bave nothing to do with the temporal affairs of
the Church, and probably this assertion is often
received by Ministers and people, as if it were
right. This however isa serious mistake, though
our Ministers, I fear, sometimes aliow themselves
10 beeducated intu such a disastrous faith. They
may rely upon it—this dogma is opposed to the
will of the Lord and the good of the Church. The
error which I am sceking 10 comlat proceeds
either from wcakness or badness, and they are
often very closely allied. The devout reader of
the New Testament who will study the 13th
Chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, verses T,
17, 24 and parallel passages of the Word of
God, will be satisficd of the unscripturalness of
this ,sentiment, The unrcasonableness of it, a
very little consideration will make cvident.
Jost think of it! The Minister, bas pothing to
do with the temporalitics of his Congregation.
Apd yet the Synod has ¢ the oversight” of
them throughout ali the Congregations of the
Church. If this assumption be warrantsble
ang salutary as applicd to the Congregation, it
would only be consistent for the Synod to dele-
gate all charge and supervision of the temporal
aifairs of the Church—or all the Congregations
—t0a body of managers—of laymen,—~clected
by the Congregations, who should have the ex-
clusive power of directing and disposing of
temporalitiecs. Then let the Ministers of the
Word and the Pastors of the people be controlled
and directed by them.
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Whatever may be thuaght of the dusitableness
of such a system, it i> nothing like that of the
Cbhurch of Scotlanc or uf any of the Churches
of Christ that stand out hefore the world s
guided by the light of the New Testament.
Only imaginc—even in single Congregations,
such Ministers as Dr. Macleod of (lasgow or
Mr. Charteris, or any of a lust of others who
are working their Congregativns with fidelity -
wisdom, and affection, that they st e con-
trolled, instead of Leing ~econded and supported
by 2 body of managers

Iam very far indecd frum wishing to dispar-
age the importance and necessity of the work of
managers. They are cssential to the vitality and
welfare of the Church. For any Minister to
attempt to do witaout them. or to do their work
is most unwise and suicidal. What is wanted
is—that cach party should know their proper
dutits and respoosibilities, and that cach should
. respect and honour the other. Then both will
i co-operate in harmony.
i
{

s e e e o

I'was lately conversing withoncof the young' r
brethren about Church managers. lle said—
“I always tuke the chair at every mecting whea
I am present. [ doso. as a matter of cours>.
That is the law of the Church.” To this]
replicd that he wouldfind it difficult to prove i’
to be the law of the Church,—at least of our
Canadian Church, that the honour would pro-
bably be always conceded tohim, when dealing
with intelligent and honourable persons, but
that if unhappily, he were to fall in witn thosr
of a different character, he might find bis rights
qaesticncd or denicd.  He could not, I believe,
poiat to any sfafute lawr on the subject.

Now Mr. Editor, I submit the statule law f
our Church ought to Le such as this brother
supposes it is; and 1 am confident that no
Church can prosper permauncntly without acting
upon this law. It is practised by all the pro-
minent branches of the Church of Christ. 1
need not say that in the Church of Rome, the
power and goverament of the clergy are undis-
puted. And'l have no doubt that their pastoral
and paternal influence, forms a feature of the
Church—which to many thoughtful and cbris-
tian minds, is very attractive. In the Church
; of England, the most progressive and influentia!
| of the Protestant Churches, no vestry in Eng-
, land can be lawfully held without the presence
' of the Minister of the Parish. In cach Coongre-
gation in Canada, and I suppose every where
clse, there arc two Church Wardens annually
clected,—one bty the Clergyman and the other
by the Congregation. They together with him
teke charge of the temporal affairs of the Con-
' gregation.  Of course, here, as clsewhere, if

i
|
!
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there is Church building, repairs, or any extra
business, n special Committee will be appointed
- to earry it out. Passing on to the Wesleyans
and other Methodists, who does not know that
their success in Ministerlal and Missionary ope-

rations, must be associated with, or traced to) !

_ the fa'ct, that the Church is governed by the
Preachers?. Perhaps no Christian body has
ilone financially better than the Wesleyan, and
vet the administration is clerical. This in no-
wice cuts off the activity and sympathy of the
iny element, for every mgn aund every woman
are expected to do their duty. Nordo they fail
largely and coatinually to respond to what is

~. asked of them. The wonderful energy and

advancement of the Free Church of Scotland are |

well known. Yet lere again the Ministersyof
the Church are the leaders. Does any well-
nformed observer believe that the * Sustenta-
rion Fund'{and other Funds of that Church,
<yuld havepeen so successfully carried on, if
the Minister of ench Congregation had not becn
(*»airman of the Deacons’ Court ? Certainly not.

Assuredly the idea which is seen to be em-

bo iied and acted on in these various ecclesias-_
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tical organisutionb, is that of thé Church of
Scotland also. What would Dr. Ohalmers have
done, in the Parish of St.Jobn's, Glasgow, when
with his hundred Deacons, he effected such a
princely work among the thousands of his
Parishioners, had he not been Chairman of
! these Deacons? He built schools, 'supported
the poor of the Parish, reigned as King over
10,000 parishioners, was recognized and defer-
red to by the Town Council of Glasgow ; but
where would he have been? What could he
lhave done, had be been obliged to wait upor
the pleasure of some board of Managers or its
cbairman, instead of their looking to and being
controlled by bim ? .

Harve I not said enough, Mr. Editor, to show
that we ought to have Statute Law or Synodi-
cal Act constituting the Pastor of each congre-
gation chairman Ez Officio of every Committee
connected with the Congregation, and of all
‘meetiags beld to carry on ifs afairs! Having
said so much I will intermit any farther obser-
vations, and meanwhile subscribe myself,

Respeetfully yours,
A MExBER oF Sy¥op,

Arficles Communicated.

JOTTINGS IN THE EAST.

R EXT to Perth, it was ar-
ranged that I should visit
the congregations within
the bouads of the Presby-
teries of Renfrew and Otta-
wa. Having bid a last long
adieu to my kind host at Al
monte, I took passage in the
evening train for Pakenham,
12 miles distant. The night
was very dark, and on reaching the station 1
discovered by the dim light of a lantern, that
there was but one sleigh awaiting the ar-
rival of passengers, and that, cvidently, was
not an ‘ omuibus ” Enquiry as to the
residencé of the minister of the Scotch
Kirk, elicited the facts that Mr. Mann
dwelt at the firther end of the * toon,” and
that the village of Pakenham resembled,
longitudinally,” ¢ the lang toon o’ Kircal-
dy.” The prospect of a longish walk in
the dark, and of shouldering my insepar-
able travelling companion, the identicel
brown leathern trunk that had shared my
. adventures in the woods of Mulmur, em-
boldened me to address the individual who
had taken quiet and peaceable possession

|

of that * one horse shay-’ Any one might
see at a glance that he was no ordinary man.
Of somewhat rough exterior, he was broad
shouldered and powerfully built ; his coarse
white hair indicated that he had seen the
snows of many winters; the features of his
face, which were characteristically promin-
ent, unaccountably brought to my mind the
story told of an eccentrio old Scotoh min-
ister's introduction to Rowland Hill, who
having earnestly scanned that reverend
gentleman’s countenance for a length of
time, at last exclaimed, *“Weel, sir, L ha'e
been lookin awhile at the lines o' yer
face.” “And what do you think of it,”
gaid Mr. Hill. “Why, I'm thinking that
gin the Grace o’ God had na’ changed your
heart, ye would ha'e been a most tremendous
rogue!” And to which as the reader may
remember, Mr. Hill good naturedly replied,
“You have just hit the nail on the head.”
I don’t mean to insinuate that there was
any thing roguish in the appearance of our
friend : on the contrary, I judged him then,
aund afterwards found him to' be s warm
hearted man of rare intelligence. Reply-
ing to my enquiries in unadalterated Low-

land Scbtoh, he invited me to be seated dn

-

his already overloaded conveyance, and,

/

-/
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though it wasz a bit out of his way, he
kindly offered to set me dovee ut the miuis-
ter’s ‘“yette.” The only clue as to the in-
dividuality of my unknuwn bencfactor was
that the driver respeetfully accosted hitm as
“ Sheriff.”  Next wmorniug in furtherance
of my historical rescarches, I wus advised
to call upun Andrew Dickson, “ the geolu-
gist,” the reputed Hugh Miller of Canada,
in whom I gladly recognized my good
genius of the previous cvening, and from
whow I received much interesting informa-
tion. IHe was one of the earlicst scttlers
in this part of the country, and had lived
here 40 years. In his younger days, he
was a staunch supporter of the Kirk,
and through his iustrumentality, the first
Presbyterian Chureh in Pukenhum was
erected in 1838.  Iu his cabinet were sume
very beautiful, and T should say very valu-
able, gevlogical specimens, and abuut 70
samples of Canudian wouds, scientifically
named and classified, and for which he was
awarded medals and diplomas at the great
international Exhibitions held in London
and Puaris.  He showed me also bales of
deer skins, and numerous heads of horns,
the trophics of the chuse and the produce
of his own gun.

At the manse of Pakeubam, as at every
other, I was very sovn made to feel us much
“ at home” as was pussible. Those who
konow our ministers ovuly by their appear-
ance in church courts, wmay at times be dis-
posed to judze them harshly; for it must be
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" expressed that the entire congregation had

not been there. The Rev. Peter Lindsay whe
came for me on the following morning,
reported the roads to be very badly dritted

to this cause I would fain have aseribed the
limited attendance had it not been that at
Aroprior the numbers were less by one half
than at Pakenham.  Some other cause o1
cdauses, to me unhnown, there must have
been, that in o place like Arnprior, where
fifty fuwilies, claiming to be adhierents, live
within five winuates walk of the church, not
wore than fifty persons could be induced to
spend  the evening with us.  As McDuff
says.—* in every thing there is @ weeds be ;™
and this disappointinent, with many others
of u like Kind, was received at the time as
i lesson of huwility sent to me by unerring
wisdom.  Mr Garrick, an active and useful
membes of the congregation, gave us an ex
cellent und appropriate address. So did «
Methodist minister whose nume I forget
On Sabbath tollowing there was a large at

. tendance and there is 1eason to believe that

. habit of worshipping under one roof.

(:ungrc;_'utiuu.tl miattel's are luol\iug up undes
the wuidance of the present  indefatigable
minister.  The Union question has been
settled at Arnprivr in avery sensible manner.
Finding that they could not support in &
creditable manner two ministers, all the
Presbyterians of the place have been in the

This

. llustration,and 1 could puint to many others
. of a like kind, is valuable, as tending to es-

admitted that in the heat of debate even !

the Christiun minister at times loses con-
trol of the unruly member.  Their sterling
worth can only be appreciated by mecting
them in their own houses und congrega-
tions. Could we with propricty ruise the
curtain, many a beautiful picture of dumes-

tablish the fuct that Presbyterians of dif
ferent moulds may be commingled without

~ fear of their devouring one another. In the

afternoon Mr Lindsay as usual drove out

. sume seven or eight miles into the country tu

preach for those who would otherwise be

. deprived of ordinances, the place of meet-

tic piety mizht be unveiled, and many a

record made of paticut cndurance under

vuter busied world little dreams of. I re-
member to have pocketed a * silver six-
peace,” long azo, as a reward for having
committed to heart the whole of the 119th
Psalm; but I inferred that in the manse of
Pakenhamn the whule family bave the cn-
tire Psalter by heart, for the singing was
conducted without book and joined 1o so
readily as to leave no doubt in my miund
that each Psalm aud Paraphrasc was as
familiar to all the family circle as house-
hold words. At our mecting in the Church
there were about 100 persons present who
manifested a pleasing interest in the pro-
ceedings, and the regret was very geuerally

ing en this occasion being at Flat Rapids,
where the little town-hall was filled to over

. flowing, and the rvad to which lay through
triais and discouragzements that the great

a dreaty dry pine forest. Mr. MeLaughlan,
who had the honour of cuntertaining the
Prince of Wales at & djewner inhisfine man
sion at Arnprivr, is one of the most cxtensive
and suceessful *“ lumber men” on the Ot-
tawa. His new saw mill cost some 8$30,00C,
emplyys 75 men,and turns out anuually about
cizht millions of feet of sawn lumber.  For
many yearsaprincely supporter uf vur churek
I have heard it whispered that he has re-
cently connccted himself with the Plymoutl
Brethren. On Monday moruing, Mr. Lindsay
escorted me to the church in MeNab town-
ship, 15 wiles distant, where the Reverend
George Thomson was waiting to receive
me, aud in the church about thirty persons
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were assembled.  The village of Renfrew
is very prettily situated on the river Bonne-
chére, and covers a largearea.  T'he worthy
winisterkindly shewed me all * the lions,”
and, had our walks extended but a little
way bevond the limits of ineorporation, we
<hould doubtless have scen the beurs too,

1

|
|

Three thousand emigrants coming at the
same time settled in the townships of lua-
nark, Dalhousie, Ramsay, ard Sherbrooke
Into the wilderness came these taree thou

 sand weavers and calico printers to contend

tor it isa ronwh country, though, asThave

-uid, a picturesque one, and the waters
ot the river are turned to good account in
<upplying motive power to wachiuery of
varous kinds.  The great felt want at the
prescnt time s that of railway commu-
nivation.  The  congregation is numerous
atd the people in comtoriable circumstances.
The chureh. @ vy good stone building,
las recently been thovoughly overhauled,
the expenst ol painting the interior having
heen defrayed by Mr. Melntyre, a member
of the congrezation. and the people’s re-
presentative in Parliament. 1f some good

friend would nLow present them with lamps

to light the chuieh up o'nights, not «nly

wonld its pienishinge be complete, but fuci-
“greatly aboot Glasgew an @' roon aboot.
. It did a heap o’ harm, for it wus justas fu’

Ries for comlucting evening meetings sup-
] find, the absence of which, in place like
Rentrew, must be a great disadvantage. Qur
moeting, thengh not larze, was respectable,
and jts results, on the whole, satisfactory.
Intimation had been given of a meeting to
he Leld at Admaston, formerly a branch of
the congregation of Douglas, and which at
the time of my visit was vacaut by the resig-
nation of Mr- Johu MeMorine. Mr.
Thomson accompanied me to the church
at the appointed time, but we found the
doar Jocked : after surveying a vast extent
of brulé *by the space of about an hour, we
rciraced our steps to the hospitable manse
o Renfrew : a model manse in its way;
ter, a former one having been destroyed by
fire, this well finished and comfortable one
was built and paid for within a year from
i5e date of the accident.  Several days
passed away pleasantly at Renfrew, aod,
when parting time came —as come it must
——the minister said he would be glad if T
could stay with him for a week, “but.” he
«dded, “you know its dancent like to be
doing duty.”

Douglas was my next destination.  Mr.
Thomson seat me to Paterson’s Post Office,
sbout half-way, where J. M. Campbell, an
cider of the kirk, was waiting to take me
en. We had time for a crack with Post
master Paterson, a venerable white haired
sire, who came from Renton, Duwmbarton-
shire, forty.seven years ago.

* The nawe here given to tracts of country
w!ich have been wasted by fire.

with hardships aud disappointments in-
numerable, a very araphic resumé of which
formed the topic of Archie’s discourse diring
our bricfinterview. * Afore we cam oot here”
said he, “ wewere ilka ane promised a hune

Cuer acres o guwid lan wnd mony a time 1

tell'd Captain what-do-ye-ca’-him that in-
steed o that we had gotten a hunner acres o
rock.” Ile described the difficulty they had
for years in raisivg bread cenough to keep
the wolt from the door. Mow they car-
ried a bushel of wheat ut 2 time on their
shoulders to the will, and how wuch they
suffered for want of roads aad schouls and
Christian ordinances. ** Buthow came you
tv scttle there® ond su much fine lan!! in
the west unoceupied 277 - Weel, there was
ane Dr. Struchian—that’s the Bishop noo—
Le wrat nn account ¢ Canada that circulate

o' lees us it could haud. I warned a” ma
frecus to bide at hame, tellin them, there’s
plenty o' Patersons in America wien I'm

i here.”

“But Providence aye tempers the blast to
the shora lamwb, and noo we can see it was
a’ for the best.  But mony a time the good
wife and I have thocht ower 4 we've come
through, and wonner'd hoo we did it. She
was aye used to the houses o' the nobeelity
at hame, and was a servant in the Dennis.
touns o' Colgrain—ye'll ken them braw-
ley? Noo as ye see I'm post-master here,
but there maun bea hantel o' corruption in
hizh places, for a’ that I get frae my com-
mission is aboot a copper a day.”

At Douglas T was hospitably entertained
by the family of Mr. Donald Cameron, who
was himself absent from home, but ourpro-
pused meeting in the town-hall was an utter
failure, Herel was met by the Reverend

Hugh Cameron, and  with him  went
to the church in the township of
Ross, distant 20 miles.  Qur route

was by the village of Cobden and across
the Muskrat Luke on the ice. The meet-
ing at Ross was not large; and, having
been refreshed with the hospitality of a Mr.
Thomson and his wife, both very kind
“ Paisley bodies,” we procecded the same
night to  Mr. Cameron’s head-quarters at
Beachburgh, about 9 miles to the west. The
*The refecence here made was to the Towaship
of Ramsay.



124

following evening, being Saturday, we held
a meeting in the Church. Next afternoon |
we had an opportunity of addressing the
Sabbath Scheol, and in the evening accom-
panied Mr. Cameron to Pembroke, where he
officiated in the Free Church to a lurge and
respectable audicnce.  Atnoon on Mouday,
the Rev. Duncan MecDonald met me by ap-
pointment at Beachburgh, he had driven
30 miles that morning over fearfully bad
roads, and signified Lis intention of return-
ing immediately to Coulonge, on the Nor-
thern shore uf the Ottawa, where we were |
to have a meeting in the afternoon. The .
heavy roads however preveuted our cuming
up to time, and the consequent disappoint-
ment to the congregation—if any there was
rested dhistimewith us. Weremained for the
night in thesplendid wansion of Mr. George
Bryson, one of the lumber-merchant princes
of Canada, to whose liberality the congre-
gation is mainly indebted for the pretey lit-
tle frame church that stands on the bank of |
the Ottawa, and the appruach to which, from
Mr. Bryson's, struck me as being about the |
most noticeai)]c, if' wot the grandest, kit of
natural scenery on the Ottawa. For a
mile T think, if not more, the spacious high-
way was completely arched over by forest
trees, reminding one, on looking through the |
vista from either cud, in a very striking :
manner of the grottu of Parsilippo.
The church at Uprer Litehficld, which ,
isalso on the northern bauk of the Ottawa, |
and 15 miles frum Coulonge, was at that |
time unfinished. Our mecting there tuo was
small, but comprised some guod men znd
true, who I felt sure were disposed todoall |
in their power to advance the interests of this
wide spread congregation, and to strengthen
the hands and enconrage the heart of their
nokle hearted young minister. A third |
preaching station in connectiun with this
charge is at Lower Litchficld, nine miles |
from the last named, where a handful of
people met us in the old dilapidated church.
The explanations received as to the impos-
sibility of getting the people tugether, were
reasonable, and apply to the whole of the f
Upper Ottawa scction of country, namely, |
that at this season of the year nearly |
the whole of the male population are em- -
ploged in the Jumber business, hundreds of
miles from their homes.  We were hospita-
bly entertained by Mr. Rattray, atthe Inn
of Portage du Fort, a village of five or six |
hundred inhabitants, romantically situated .
at the foot of the Rapids du Sable. Cap-
tain Finlay was also very kind. Here I
think it wa: that we were shown two pairs
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of deer’s horns wonderfully interwoven
Their little history was touching and sug
gestive. Imagination pictures it thus:—
A brace of noble stags had met one day
in the leafy forest. In size, in coolour, in
every outward particalar so much alike tha*

. of the same parents they may have bee:

born twins, Perhaps they had often met
before and roamed through the woods in
compuny, often perhaps, at the same spring
“thuse stags at eve had drunk their §lL."
One il starred morn, however, they met in
angry mood.  Their quarre]l may oot have
been about creeds and confessions, nor ab-

| out patronage, and the power of the civii

magistrate, but it wis something in their
estimation of equal importance.  Whatever

. it was, they challenged each other to morta!
. combat. Armed with the fell weapons that.
. nature gave them they retire a measured
~ distanee, and resvlved todo or die, again an i
. again each charges the other. The figh+

orows warmer and fiercer, till, with a las

[ .
. desperate lunge, Greek meets Greek in «

shock from which there is no recoil.  Thei:
antlers are locked together.  In deadly hate
they push and strive for supremacy but

. strive in vain : they reel and stagger, unti’
* both fall duwn together,—und die. We hav

endeavoured to “adornatale;” the Pres-
byterian reader may * point the moral ™’ for

. himself. We have done with the Presby-

tery of Renfrew. It our mectings wer
small, in regard to the interest manifested
by the ministers, and all theotheroffice-bear-
whom [ met with, in the matter with whici:
I was charged, I can say that no where was
I received more cordially ; and as nowher

clse was the task of conveying my dust fron:
place to place attended with so much diff

culty, sonowhere else was it done with great-
er cheerfulness.

The congregations of Huntley and Ricl-
mound were called upon, en route to
Ottawa. The former was, uncharitably
perhaps, adjudged to be somewhat ¢ de-
moralized " from the fact that in neith-
er of its two churches had any attempt beer
made io secure a meeting.  The latter had
been: vacant for some time and a 1ceting
was not expected, yet there were present
few to testify their trust in Iim who said.
“ where two or three arc gathered together
in my name,there am Lin the midst of hem.”
1 lodgea for the night with Mr. McElroy wke
though engaged in an cxtensive business
appeared to be both able and willing to de
vote much time and attention to the inter-

! ests of the Church. The distance thence to

Ottawa is twenty miles, and theroad pass-
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e through a good agricultural country.
This is by far the finest approach to the
Metropolis. At a distance of five or six
miles the magnificent new Parliament Build-
ings loom into sight, while on nearer ap-
proach the lofty promontory on which they
are perched, capped with towers and peaks
and pinnacles, scems to rise higher and
higher, resembling so much some castellat-
ed headland of the Rhine, as to cause grave
doubt in the traveller’s mind that he is not
in the backwoods of Canada. Though
every means had been used by Dr. Spence
to sceure a full muster of his large and im-
portant congregation, I should blush to
name the actual numbers in attendance at
our meeting. Perhaps it may be here. as
in some other of our cities and towns, that
while people will cheerfully give their
money, they grudge to give their tiwe. i
The reason is obvious.
ed for on the supposition that such meetings !
are neither interesting nor attractive, the
fault being less with the people than with
the speakers, and this I venture to say not
in a spirit of unkindly criticism, but to draw
attention to the remedy. My impression
is that our platform speakers often fail to
hold their auditory by the ears from one
«f two opposite causes,—the tendency to too
much sermonizing on the one hand, and on |
the other, that of trusting too much to the
inspiration of the moment, an undue confi-
dence in their powers of speaking extempore,
causing them to dispense with previous care-
ful preparation, resulting not unfrequently
in an apology for a speech. This will not
draw crowds, but in every community of
cducated, intellizent and thinking peo-
ple, good speaking will. But enough of
this, for 1 am reminded that those who live ,
in glass houses should not throw stones. To ‘
the particulars given in the Church Agent's |
Report, p. 95, T have nothing to add,
save to express regret for what I hereby ad-
mit to be an unpardonable omission, and |
which is now supplied in the words of a ;
kird friend who directed my attention to |
it.—“In the account of St. Andrew's
Church, Ottawa, it is to be regretted that
the name of the late Hon. Thomas McKay
does not occur. The workmen mentioned
were his masons, &c., employed in building |
the locks. The inspecting engineer had |
stopped the work on one occasion, and “ oor i
Tam,” as his good old mother used to call |
bim, took his men to the Church. He was |
always a pillar of the Kirk in OQttawa, and as
an Klder, member of Synod, Trustee of
Queen's College, Legislative Councillor &e

It must be account-

; erend James C. Smith.
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he did good service for the Kirk o'Scotland
in Canada.” T left Ottawa reluctantly
with a grateful sensc of the very marked
kindness received from Dr. and Mrs. Spence,
as well as from every member of the congre-
gation whom I had the pleasure of meeting,
and under the wing of the Reverend James
Sieveright, proceeded to Chelsea where we
had an interesting meeting. With him I
visited the new iron works near Hull and
witnessed the process of cunverting our na-
tive ore into “pig iron.” The smelting
wns accomplished by means of chareoal,
which, added to the original purity of the
mineral gives the product a marketable va-
lue greatly exceeding that of imported
“Scotch pig.”” The deposit is known as
magnetic iron, and the ore occurs in syen-
itic gneiss, interstratified with white crys-
talline lime-stone, and forms a bed about
90 feet in thickness. It is coarsely granu-
lar and is shown by Sir William Logan s
analysis to contain in one hundred parts
3'18 of quartz and graphite, and 96:09 ot
magnetic oxyd of iron. This equal-
6966 per cent of metallic iron®* The
average quantity manufactured at the pre-
sent time is about six tons per day. M.
Sieveright placed e under still further obli-
gations by cscorting me to Cumberland, 25
miies from Chelsex and 17 from Ottawa,
as also by volunteering to be my substitute
at the congregational meeting in Bucking-

, ham, which from indisposition I was un-

able to attend.  To Mrs. Petrie also are
due grateful acknowledgments for her warm
hospitality, her tender solicitude, and her
motherly kindness.  Though wunable to
take much part in the proceedings at Cum-
berland I was impressed with the belief
that a good work is progressing there in a
manner satisfactory and creditable to the
congregation and to its minister, the Rev-
The roads having
become quite bure of snow we returned to
Ottawa on the ice, which proved to be ina
very dangerous condition. *¢ I'mjust after
pulling my horse out of a hole 18 feet long,”
said an Irishman whom we overtook by the
way. Another was yet more unfortunate,
for his horse was drowned aund he himself
barely escaped a similar fate.

The remainder of my journey in the
Presbytery of Ottawa was accomplished by
rail, with the exception of a detour to
Heckston, a branch of the South Gower
and Mountzain congregation, to which the

! Rev. Mr. Canning of Oxfurd Mills kindly

*Logan’s Geology of Canada, 1863. pp. 674.
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conveyed me in his gig. I remained over
Sabbath with the Rev. J. B. Mullan, of
Spencerville. There wasalarge attendance
at his Sunday School, and the congregation
who met for worship in the upper room of
the Town Hall was numerous and respeet-
able.

In the afternoon Mr. Mullan having been
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prevented by a painful ocevrrence that had

taken place in the village, from conducting
his usual services at Mainsville—eizht
miles distant—1I became the bearer of his
apology to u crowded congregation assem-
bled in a capacious and shapely stone
church, which, unfinished at tnat time, has

since been completed, and I think freed ' ed away since then it may not be too late

from debt, in a very spirited and creditable
manner.

¢« Gloomy winters’ noo awa'!” The
seasor of tho year had come when a
yearning takes possession of us to see once
more the green fields,

“ When soon reviving plunts and fowers
Anew shall deck the plain :

The woods shall hear the voice ofspring,
And flourish green again,”

Under any circumstances there comes
upon us—more so in Canada than else-
where —an enervating, depressing influence
with the approach of Spring.  Under that
I could have borne up, but the intelligence
reccived at Ottawa of the death of a dear
friecnd—one who was iuterested in every
step that T took more than all others
—uumanned me,  With ¢ heavy heart

I endeavoured to fulfil my subsequent

appointments, and though a year has pass-

" to ask the indulgence and the sympathy of

the ministers and congregations who were
thus visited under circumstances that to-

 tally unfiited me from realizing their rea-

, sonable cxpectations and my own desire to
" be serviceable to them.

Ehe Thurehes wwy their Fissions.

THE CJAUSES OF THE PRESENT
FLUENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGIOX.

A LECTURE DELIVERED By THE Rgv. CHARLES
I. Camerox B. A. a7 tuE Free Cuuren IsstiTu-
TION, BoMBaY, 257H (QCTOBER, 1867,

[At first we intended merely to notice the
“ollowing excellent lecture. By inscertingitin full
we havenodoubt we shall gratify those whohave
the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with
the lecturer, and minister to the profit of all
our readers  Mr. Cameron’s argument is not a
new one, but it is put with great ability, lucid-
ness, and freshness of illustration, while the
Indian stand point from which be speaks gives
peculiar attraction to the furm and special inter-
~st to the matter of his address. The bearing of
his well-chosen words upon modern speculations
ie not the least valuahle feature of the lecture. Mr.
Cameron having gone from our University and
Church may for that reasun be regarded as our
Missionary.  We wish from our heart we could
add that hic is our mizsionary becuuse we sup-
port him.  Wil! not our Foreign Mission Com-
mittee take up and carry out the suggestion
implied ia this yemarh.  To do so would only
be meaking a propcr and reasomable exten-
sion of our missionary operativns in bebalf of
Indian youth, for Mr. Cameron’s worh consists
chiefly it b~ being an cducator of these.—
Ed.]

One of the most striking and hopeful fea-
tares of the puesent age is its independence of
thougnt aud action. Iti: true that this tenden-
¢y isin many cases carried tvo far. If our
forefathers of a few geucrations back crred by

age as the highest evidence of worth, the pre-
seat race of philosuphers are prone to err on

IN- ' the other side,

and look upon everything
which can claim a few centaries of antiquity
as ¢n that account unworthy of credit or st-
tention. Still this is but the natural reaction
from the bonduge in which the human race was
for ages held. Men who have long felt the
galling liuks of sluvery are apt to revel in their
newborn freedom, if they do not abuse it.
Such revelling or even abuse in the case of
which we are speaking, however, i3 no reason
for condemping or deprecating the exercise of
that independeuce which characteiizes modern
thought.

For what is the past to us save &s it in-
fluences or moulds the present? Of what
avail would it be to & modern studeat of
Chemistry, to wade through the wmuasty lore of
alchemy—to eaamioe into the truth or false-
huod of each carivus conceit, wild speculation
or absurd conclusivn of the simple minded
sages of the retort and crucible? What to us

is the Chaldean astrology, or even the Ptole-
maic system of astronomy, immeasurably in
advance of the former, and with & higher pre-
tension to plulosuphic truthfuluess? What to
us is the Polytheiam of Grecce und Rome, onece
honoured and powerful as the religion of civili-
zation and empire? Nothing, except as ma-
terials to fill up the gaps of humau Listory, or
data to illustrate the progress and development
of that metaphysical unit called miund.

Men no longer creep timidly rouhd the bays
and headlands which formed the lapdmarks of
former generations, and in their opinion saved
them from destruction. They strike out boldly

] . into the occan of truth and bring bome price-
a gslavish devotion to antiquity, and regarded

less atgosies of hnowledge. It i» present things

! —living things that, it may be, send their roots
. fur back inic the past—powers and encrgies
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that now influence and mould the race—the
phenomena of Vitality and Life, and not the
shrunken and shrivelled forms of Decay and
Death, that at the present day attract snd
cngage the minds of thoughtful men. The living
generation of civilized men assume, for the
most part, that they can think as well as their
ancestors, and that therefore they are ne more
borad by apything that their ancestors said or
thought than it coicmends itself to their under-
standing or consciences. They assume also
that they are in far better circumstances to dis-
cern truth and detect error, in these latter days
than any race or generation before thein. Es-
pecially is the grand truth beginning to be real-
ized that created intelligences are respunsible

up to the amount of their own capacity, aud no |

farther.
longer satisfied to be led like children. Tley
want to know where they are, whither they are
going, and whether they cannot discoser sume
better ways and ends.  This metuod is cerinin-
ly less peaceable than the other. Itis easier
far to let oneself be led than to walk alone, es-
pecially in such cross lights as we now wilkin.
It is casier to go somewhere because our tathers
went than to start cutupon an independent en-
terprise. There is an interminable clashing of
opinion, much misunderstandings much quar-
relling, blundering, confusion and noise. But
this excess of activity, this blundering and

noise is infinitely better than: the utter stag- !

natidn or fungous apology for life, feeding
upon dead or decaying muatter, which spreads
over so many sections and periods of human
history.

This excess of activity is no wbhere more
manifested than on the subject of religion. It
was the hatit for many ages with individuals
aud races (and is still with many) to reccive
their religion upon credit. This mostimportant
of all matters, where respoasibility rises to the

highest, and ignorance or error is followed by |

the more terrible consequences, was that in
which men showed the greatest indifference, and
most frequently shified the responsibility to
other shoulders. Men adopted their fathers'
religion as they inherited his property, as a
matter of course, or practiced it as they did the
etiquette of the society in which they lived, be-
cause it was the fashion. A better spirit is
beginning to influence vur age. This apathy
or blind, unreasoning acquiescence, asunworthy
of men as it is ruinous to the interest of truth
and religion, does indeed still exist, and toa
wide extent. But its empire is passing away.
lts victims are the blind, the indolent, or the
cowardly, who saciific cverything to peace and
ease. Theeducated, the thoughiiul, the Lhunest
and earnest, are everywhere inquiting into
the truth of the systems which they have been
taught and secking for & reason for the hopes
which they bave been led to entertain.

Under the impression that you, young men

of Indig, will receive in & manly, ingenuous and

philosophic spirit any honest and well-moeant
endeavour to enable you to disentangle the
difficulties of your way and help you to the
truth, 1 have taken up this evening one aspect
of this interesting, important and extensive
subject, namely: ‘ What are the causes which
kave conduced, or are conducing, to the pre-

The result of this is that men are no |
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{ sent powerful and extcuding wmflucnce of the
[ rehigion of Christ?”
: Need [ say that christianity is nuw the
. dominant and dominating religion of the world ?
It is a position which udmits of no doubt. A
, mere knowledge of cuntemporary history is all
i that ig necessary to make this the conviction ot
' every unbiassed mind.
dent

Its centres are coinci-
with the centres of civilizaton. Its
l progress is contemporary with, or anticipative

of the progress of arts, science and literature,

alloverthe world.  Iu mere numbers (although

this in itself is never a true test of the in-
| fluence of a religion) it is now superior to any
|' other, including &s it does a third ot the popul-
| ation of the earth within the pale of those who
' acknowledge it in one form or anuvther. Bat
! in no respectis its predominancy manifested so
| strikingly as in (hat which always constitutes
! the most hopeful feature of either religious or
, political system,—its indumituable, irrepressible
© vitality. While uthier religions uredead or dying,
Cliristianity isin themorniog freshness, strength
and enthusiasm of youth. Hindovism is by its
very nature fossilized—cat off for ever by 1ts
exclugiveness from partaking in the progress
of the Race. Boodlusm, with a more hberal
and geunerous creed, aud with a wundrous share
of prusperity in its day, bas long ago folded its
wings and ended its flight.  Its lite was human.
It is gone; and the disintegrating process is
now going forward. Mohammedanism is dy-
ing. Its lite was purely political. The empire
is passiug away and the flickering light of ity
religion is dying out withits power.

These forms of religion are doomed beyond
the possibility of resuscitation.  What life they
had was entirely the result of certain conditions
noliticel or social. These conditions are
changed, arnd as far as we can judge can
never again be even temporarily reproduced.
The religion resulting from them. therefore,
must change or be di-integrated, and perish, as
the Flora or Fauna of our Geologic Period
vanished or was transformed upon a change of
climate. There can therefore be no well found-
cd expectation that these furms of religion can
ever again be restored in their ancient or indeed
in any formn. They are anachronisms which
the spirit of the age will not permit to live.

It is otherwise with Christianity. There has
been no .ime in its history when activities so
numerous and strong were put furth,—no time
when tribes, so many and so widely separated
owned the sway of Jesus of Nazareth.

It istrue,and it isadmitted without hesitation,
; that Christianity never had to encounter the
i resistance which it now encouunters, nor to deal
‘ with the enemies with whom it now has to deal.
: Tcreligion under the name of Pantheism, Theism,
| Rationalism, irreligion under the pame of
l
{
!

science and truth, irreligion under the very
name of Christianity meets real Christianity
with an array of forces so overwhelming that
in the language of its Divine Founder: “ Ifit
} were possible the very elect would be drawn
{ away.” Y(}t this very opposition, giguntic in
{ its proportions and alarming in its intensity,
i but proves the present power and influence of

this religion. It is not dead things which men

fight with, but livings things; and the living
! things according to the measure of their power
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and vitality. It isa law of dynamics that
action and reaction arc always equal and oppo-
cite. The one is a measure of the other. Trans-
serring this to the dynamics of ming, the issue
is altogether in favour of Christiunity. Itis no
weak power, no effete or dying energy that in
oue j.art of its work can cope successfully with
1he concentrated opposition of some of the most

powerful munds of the present age, and yet do
forming the church of Christ throughout tr

this—carrying on the mighty Lattle, which well
might ocrupy all its encrgies, asa e v bye-
play—-=shile working out 1. great mission and
hastening on to its great destand, the empire of
the world.

There never was a time in the history of
Gireat Britein. never. perhaps. a time in the bis-
tory of any countr), in which such gigantic and
organised opposition was brought to bear
against a single power as against the British
Empire in the wars of Napoleon.  Once itsiood
alone, with all Europe and the most powerfal
tribes of Asia and America arrayed against it

But that period placed Great Britain on an
eminence moral and political, from which it

looks proudly down to this day. Christianity
in the present contest not only holds its own
but makes progress. To us Christians the issue

is not doubtful, and cven to you the vast re- .

soarces and irrepressible vitality  f this religion
mus? appear siupeadous.

Qar inquiry then is: What has givea to Christ-
ianity this preeminence ? What is there in it or

in connection with it, which has cnaltded it to
strikeits roots deep and spread its branches wadc |

over the earth:?

To many minds an answer is readily cnough
suggested. Tt is the religion of the dominant
race and natarelly cnvagh shares in its pros-
perity.

This is a very short ard very easy way of
solving one of the most interesting and impor-
tant problems, considered scientificaliz o
morally, which can engage the attention of the
philosophic stadent.  Aund I bave no doubt but
mans persons without farther thought rest
satizsfied with the solution. Is it not jast as
nataralthat Chastianity should follow Western
civilization ns that Mohammedanism should be
spread by the sword of the Saracen or the
Tark ?

Rat 1st us see what foundation this view has
1n fact.  In the first place Christiamity in not
1% ROY Sense of to any exient a product of
Western civilization 1t had not its birth place
in the West batin the East whenee it spread
westward, withont sward or spear, by a process
as noiseless hut as resistless as the sea-breeze
comes over the adjacent shore, and impalpabic,
invisible inficence, which armiesconld not fight
and power cculd not crush. It was anierior to
and bad a different onmin from ail the political
organizations of the West. It came into them

from withou?, 2nd madetsell a2 home among

them.

More, Chunistaansty s not idenuficd with any
political system. | suppase there 1s no mistake
which the aatites of Indis are more apt to make
than this. Hindoaism is co iatertwined with
the politacal and social life of the people that
the oxe cannot exist withoat the othker. Hhin-
doos are thercfore apt to thiak that Christ-
;aoity has the same reiation te Ecropeans.
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Norw, itis important once for all to understand,
tunt De religion of Clrist is not, and never yet
has beer cither a political system or in connec-
tion withany political system. The vutward foru:
in which certain socicties clothe their Christ-
ianity has been, and is, in some cases sllied ¢
political yower. But the religion of Christ i-
spirit and not form, and has never been clothe!
in any thing but the aggregate of human being-

world. These state religions arc as many as
the governments to which they are allied, and
necessarily rise and fall, or change, with these
governments,  Christianity is one and un-
changeable, and proves its independence of al!
carthly powers, by having often cxisted, and
sill in many cases existing and prospering
apart from all political alliances.

In Great Britzin and other countrics where a
pure form of Christiariwy is acknowledged, mea-
sarces have been passed through the exertions (¢
Christian individuals, favourable to the interes’
of religion. But on other oceasions Christianity
has met with morc cpposition than countenance
You arc aware how here in India for many
vears, while heathen temples were subsidize !
and heathen rites protected by the Government,
Christianity received acither help nor sanction
The first English Missionarics who came to
Bengal came in Danish and American vessels
Rritish Captains dared not bring them. Orn
their arrival they were not prrmitted to labour
in British territory, but fouad protection in an
insignificant Danish settlement. I do notmention
these things as a2 reproach to my country.
though they fre a reproach toit. I mentiox
them as conclusive proofs that between the
kingdom of Christ aud the kingdom of Britaix,
or any other Kingdom, there is a wide and ma-
dical difference; and that the prosperity of
Chris:ianity is not in any degrec dependen:
upon the prestige of a dominant political or-
ganization.

A more careful i7  -stigation of the relatior
between Christianity and the secunlar power wi'l
show, I think, that the latier has been deper-
dent for its establishment and prosperity upo-
the former. Nodern civilization, as develope?
in western countries, has had many contribut.
ing causes, bat a definition of ii'as the secular-
ization of Christianiv' would not be far wrong
The nflacnce of this power. directivand iadivec:-
v, upon the individual and nati»nal consciencr,
restreiniag from wroag and urging to the dil--
gent cmplorment of all abilitics cannot beove-
estimated.

1t is idle then &s well as iliagical to aserib+
the nresentiafiacnce of Christianity to the pres
tige of 8 power, whick if it bas not sprung from
Christianits, has at least bren both modified
and immeasurably cnlarged by it

There are only two things we believe, whic!
can be shown satisfactorily to account for th
power cxerted by the teligion of the Bible—
Fitsy, its own intsinsic adapiadiliiy 1o the waate
of maxn, and secondlr. its invisible but a"
powerial divine life,

We might sappoce that a religion whiza
claime to br from the God and Creator of t-
haman mace, and 0 v iatended for the cternal
weii-beiag of man should coatain in itselfl som-
etidence of 1% hirh otigin and adaptedness i
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the object at which it aims. There is no dif
ficulty in discovering such evidence in the pre-
sent case,

(To

PRESBYTERIAN CONVEXNTION IN
AMERICA.
1see I ambooked for a paper in the Heekly
Reviexr.  When 1 gavemy consent, my idex was

loncluded.)

to take up a topic in my own line of study ; but '

3 public event in which I am much interested
has cast up. and I feel myself called on to press
it on the sttention of the members of the Pres-
brterian Churches in this country. [ allude to
the Convention of the Presbyterian Churches of
the Uerited Ntates, hild afew weeks agoin Phila-
delphia.

Whea 1 attended last year. in a sort of semi-
officizl capacity, the General Assermbiies of the
two great Presbyterian bodies, the Old and New
School, which met providentially in the same
town of St. Louis, T found a very strong desire
for union on the part of ministers, elders, and
people. 1t was one of the greatest privileges |
have ever enjosed to take part in the wmeetings
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been at the’hiead of the Chlristian Commission
—which Lhad administered the lessons and con-
solations of religion to the Northern army, in a
way whbich had never been doane to any army
before, which induced a rude soldiery to rush
to the prayer mecting at the close of a heuvy
day’s campaign, before going to their tents for
refreshment and rest, which turned scenes of
war into scenes of revival—was the bead of this
Convention, was a pledge that the cause
would be wrought withenergy, andin a truly
catholic spirit. 3r. Stuart bas done me the
honour tu inform me throughout of the pro-
ceedings. I shuuld have writien a letter, like
my friend Dr. Guthrie, to the t'onvention, but |
was oppressed with Irish work at the time, and
b feel that i duaty 1 have to discharge mast

. be in Great Britain rather than America.

The significance of the Cunvention in Amer-
ica cannut be uverestimated.  Men of the high-

. ¢5t standing, ia their respective Churches, bave

taken partt in the proceedings.  Dr. Hodge, ot

* the O1d Sciwol, and Dr. H. B. Smith, of the New

" School,

for prayer and sacramental fellowship which

were held by the two bodies iz order to prepare
for reunion. 1 saw there for the first time that
-00} fervour (to use an Irish bull) which char-
acterisas the Americans (as it does the Scotch).

which at times brings thewm into trouble, butal-

ways bripgs them out of it. At the great meet-
ing of three thousand people, presided over b3
the two Moderators, when the question was
put, © Do you wish immediate union?” and
those who wished for it were asked to stand ap,
not 8 person present kKept his seatexcept myself,
and I sat simply because I felt T had no right to
take part inan Americen questien.  Difficulties,
a3 might have been expected, have grisenin the
adjustment of the crmpiicated questions origi-
nating in Fears of scparation: but 1 am confi-
lent, from the spirit manifested, that {he propo-
sal for reunion then inaugurated will, in due
scasom, be brought to n < 2cessful issue.

Mcanwhile, other bodies, not solarge as these, .

hat possessing equal maral weight in the coua-
try, were not included in the negotintions, such
as the United Preshyterian, the Datch Reformed,
snd the Reformed Presbyterian.
asked, should not the whole orthodox Presby-
terian Churches in the States come to an under-
standing? The question was revolved in men’s
minds Gl they came to <ee that anattempt must
be made to realise wisat so many were ardentiy
wishing and praying for. The body initiating
the movement was the old ime-bonoured Church,
which carried with it 1L~ bluc banner of the Cox-
enant to America. which has stood unflinching-
17 to principle in seasons of prevailing tempta-
tion and declension, and has never beer contam-
‘zated by slavery, by beterodoxy, or any public
sia It was regarded with favour, not oniy by
th~ Old School and New School, but by tac
Tinited Presbyterian and the Dutch Reformed, so
well knowrn far their adherence o soundness of
Qith. The agent who breathed life inte the
whole was my friend Mr. George M. Stusry, of
Philadelphis, one of the noblest of thase Scotch-
Irith 1o whom the Americaa Charches owe so
mach.  The fact that the gentlemsa who had

Wby, it was |

who
controversy

having latdy been engaged
with one another met in
this  Coavention to agree. Two of the
best Bishops in the States came to  the
meeiing with therwr congratulations. ¢ These are
times,” said Bishop M-lliaine, < when, instead
of there being a desire to magmiy our differ-

in

" ences we should aim to bring them about suck

measures as will unite us in the adeancement
of tiie Church of Clrist.  (ir pravers ascendesd
for you, and vou reciprocated the same.  These
prayers have been answered, noi directly but
more coaspicuousiv than most of us could have
anticipated. God has auswered them in the
spirit of fove. I greet you in the name of the
House of Bishops, and [ greet youn the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ.” The dutyof replying de-
volved on Dr. Hodge, known in this country for
his massive intcllect, but known among his
fricnds for his genuine fecling—in this respect.
as in so many others, like our own lamented
William Cunningham. * You, Rishop M¢llvaine,
with Bishop Johns, whom 1 had hoped to see on
this nccasion. and I, were boFs together in
Princcton College fifty odd years ago. Even-
ing after cvening we knelt together 1n
prayer.  We were baptised with the Spirit dur-
ing the great revival of 1813, in that institution :
we sat together year after year in the same class-
room, snd we were Instructed by the same ven-
crablc theological teachers. You havegone your
way, and | have gone munc. I wiil venture to
say, in the presence of this audience, that I do
not believe, in all that time, Fou have preached
any ove setmon which 1 wonld not have rejoiced
to detiver. I feel the same confidence in saying.
that [ never preacked a sermon which you woald
not have publicly and cordiaily endorsed. Here
we stand, grey-headed, side by side, for the
moment the represeatatives of these two  great
bodies, feeling for cach other the same inumate
and cordial love, looking nor backwards nor
downward, at the grave at our very feet, but
oanwarnd to the coming giors.” We can under-
stand that, doniag Dr. Hodge s address, tears
were falling from almost cvery exe, aad it
woald be impossible with the pen toconvey any
sdequate impression of the solemnity of the
sceae.” A basis of union was adopicd unan:-
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mously, and will be laid before the varions
branches of the Presbyterian Chiurch reprosent-
ed in the Convention.

" This Conveation will have a miglty irflaence
for good in the Upited States. It is a public
manujfestation, sich as has never beeo given be-
fore, of the unity of the great Presby teniandamily
oo theWesle n Continent. ! {an for th moment
the mouth-prece,” said Dr. Hudge, ' of the breth~
ren of the Prestiyterian Church—a denomination
that is represented by about 50)0 ministers, an
equal number of Churches, and over a million
of souls, who havg-been baptized in the name of
Jesus Curist.” The Canvention exhubits s unit-
ed front to the enemy in these times, when the
Truth is threatened by a rev.ved r.tualism on the
one hand, and a plausible infidelity on the other.
Meanwhile,there will be a cessation bf denomina-
ticoal jealousies, and sectar.an opposition, and
and hearty co-operation, if not cumbination, iu
that great work 10 which the Amencaa Charch-
es have bad to engage, 10 planting new congre-
gations in the wastes of their country, and n
that equally important worh whoch they must
now face amung the lapsed pup datioa of theur
fast-increasing cities.
agreement in principle, and of the pleasant
common action, will be, 1o fit time, an organic
union among the various bodies.

Bat I would pot bave troabled the Teehly
Revicw with any lucubrations of mine, bad ttus
been exclusively an American quesuon. [t bas
aspects; 5o, have reason to believe Mr. Stuart
thinks, towards the Scottish, Insh, and Englsh
Presbyterinn Chutchies, and towards the scatter-
ed Reformed Churclies un the Cuntinent, stand-
ing so mach 1o need of sympathy and support
from more prosperous Charches, and towards
the Missionary Presbyterian Charches .o Ma-
hometan and Heathen countries, ‘owards, in
fact, ngt the incorporation, but tne pleasant
com on and co-vperation, of the orthodox
Presbytenan Chorches throughoat the world.
I may.enter—I w.ll do nothing more—on thus
wide field 10 & future commanication,

Jauxs McCosa.

GEORGE MACDONALD IN THE PULPIT.

Last night, George MacDonaHd, the poet and
novalist, preached for the Rev. Juhn Pulsford
1a Albany Streot Congregational Church. The
church was crowded in every part, incloding
the passages, and mans persons were aaable
1o obtain admission. Mr. MacDaonald condact-
«d the openung devotional exercses with much
carnestoess, and his sermon, which occapied
abont forty minotes in the delivery, was carnest
and impressive, and was listened to thronghoat
with the closest attention by the large andience.
Mz. MacDonaid chose for L text Ismabh xxsu..
2—" And a man ghall beas a h.ding-place from
the wiod, and a covert from the tempdst, as
rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of
a great rock io & weary land.” In thuy iotro-
doction he said ~Let as look for & moment at
the imagery of the text, not for the saks of its
baauty, dut of its troth. It brings back to my
mind jost the experience that | often bhad as a
boy 10 fightlng with the w.ntry winds of a still
colder regton than joars. Suaggling home
from achool, perbaps besten with the w.ad, and
bitterly, I woald come to & hollow {x:to which

L]
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TLe ixsue of the felt

N

' I gladly sank. The wind ceased , it was rosr-
ing all about me, Lut not a breath blew on me,
and the'gush of reviving warmth from the heart
spread over all my frame. The “rivers of.
water in a dry place,” and ¢ the shadow of a

; great rock in a weary land,” belong rather to

\ nther climes tlidu ours, yet which of us has not
known the place of getting out of the burning

sun just into the cool shadow for & moment?

Recall it t> yourselves—the comfort that settles

uppn you, the Kind of unconsciously grateful

way in which your thoughts come out to mest

i*  And for the thirst, not many of us bave

¢ rer endured sach thirst as tc be able to thank

God so much as we might thank Him fora

+ ~aught of cool water, but [ have known this,

* at I have been more thankful for cold water

.+ the delight just of drioking it than I have
ver beeo fur wine. The gladness, the rescuing

j-eace, the repose. Well, that is whkat a man

- »uld be toh.sfellows. And here the Prophet

© oks forward to the time when peuple will be

" e tosay, ‘“ Ah, there is a man who is to hia

! ‘ow-men wlat the culd water is to the thirsty,
:at the shadow of.the great rock is to the out-

v ro lraveller, what the covert is to the man

ose strength is falling from him in the buf-

{ ing with the winds of the world.” Put out

f your minds {ur a moment the thought that a

lL.gher is meant here—we shall come to that pre-

sently. Letusapraaca the temple of the Might-
iest througk the avenue of the Luman. Have
any of you ever known what it was to recsive
this comfort and shelter from a fellow-man?
Oh, bow mxny there have been who have felt it,
whether you may bave happened to have felt
itormot' Dud I say bappened to have felt it or
oot” I oaghs to have said, whether you have
that next to the highest blessing that God can
give to recogaise the blcased shelter of buman-
ity over you. Many a maa might bave turned
from the dowoward ruad if just another man
had spread.he wings of humau ort and ten-
derness over his soul—hadlet bim krow in some
form—in almost any form—what buman tare

was, To many a man has not ths love of a

woman come just as thesaving power of God?

i Weary and wors even to carelesness, not be-

X lieving tbat there was nay one upon earth that

, loved bim or looked after hum, many a man has

’ jast brep resived and set agolag again by even

‘ the love of a Little cbild. What the homan oa-

; tare needs—remember I am beg.ning at the be-

; §iviog, I am nt stopp.ng thers—what the ha-

; man patare needs, is the bumanity of it8 fel.

X lows Itbas notroom. Yoo may bave all the

‘ world your own, jou may clear man from

, sbout you 1l you dwell alons in the earth,

!

i

i

!

}

i

1

1

}

1

and your 8ol will bave no room. The room,
the peace, the sense of well-beiag, the comfoct
that & man reeds, is when ans.her anseen world,
the world of asother buman soul, has opened
up for bim te walk abroad ia and bs at peacs,
and bs at home there. And the Prophet here
looks forward to the t.me when the men w.llbe
polated out tu their fellows a8 men—the men
who will have the rank and the posinon will
bs pot those necossarily who are gifted, who
| Are mea ofinteliec:, mea of wealth,men of genins,
., menoflean.ng,men of laflasnce, bat when a man
: shall be poin el to as 2 man beecaase he Is “a
hiding-pla.c fruym the wind and, & covert from
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ihe tempest "—because a human heart knows |
there is shelter there —that that man won’t cast |
him off, but will lift him up, spread out a shade {
for him, give him the living water of affection '
to drink. Ab! then is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Mr. MacDonald went on to notice that this hu- ,
nan recognization and help was not cnough for
man—something more was waunted to satisfy
the craviegs of the human soul ; but help would
be found in aman yet, though * in a2 man whose
humanity is endless, who is perfect man in
virtue of the Divinity that dwellsin God.” He
dwelt on the impossivility of knowing the Divin- |
iy except through humanity, decluring that
S there was a truth in the Word of God, it was
ihrough Christ that we know the Father. Do you
think, he asked, that you can sec the Divinity by
msiply saying ¢ He is Divine.” Is that the way to
learn 11?7 Will anything of the unknown gran-
deur of God come into your bearts in that way ?
No ; you see the Humanitr. He is set foith,
and for that wus this book written. and, [ believe,
this worid made.  You see the Humenity. Do
sou know it? Does it pass before you merely
4s 8 picture, and go away merely as a picture ¢
Most of you seec no more in this man than
Moses saw in the back of that clondy vision.
Say not, I pray you, that I am false to your

18

creed, even in this. I believe in the Incarna

tion as the very centre of all life, not of
your theoiugy only, but of all life, and science
nnd history ; aud 1 believe that noue of these
are cxplicuble in and other way. Butl say,
have you learned what God is, through this
man who is a hiding-place from the tempest ?
The bumau is just the door into the mighty pal-
ace of the Duvine, aud it is no matter what you
theuries be, 50 long a3 by that door you enter not
into the palace of the Divine. How are you to
cuter’ [ will tell you, thatall the troubles you
ever met with in this world—all the annoyan-
ces, miseries, disiresses, down to the lowest. to
hunger and thirst—are buty us it were, the
hounds of God to drive you to this place of re-
fuge, that yo. may know where you azre, and
what God made 3 +. tur. Don't ik about re-
ligion nuy mure til! you know sometinng of 1t in
yourselves. Come to refuge—to Him who knows
every thoughtin you, and who cun make all the
excuse for you that can honestly be made for
¥ou. Mr. MacDonald made of earnest appeals
10 his hearers to coie to Christ as the only re-
fuge,and us ¢ the door by which they mightenter
into the oaly plice of peace, the sceret place ot
the Most High, for there only is the soul of man
at rest.”

Artides Sclected.

THE FISHERMANS DAUGHTERS,
CHATTER 1.

N adark and stormy night,the
toud dash of wind and rain
against the window-pance
awoke me, and I lay listen-

ing and trembling, as the old

casements shook again. 1 dread-
ed to hear them, perhaps torn
from their frames, and hurled in-
to the room. 1 slept with my |
sister, and as my fears increased |
with the increasing storm, I at |

Iast put out my small hand, ana

patted her on the face to wake her. She was |

ten years older than mysclf, and I kaew | |
shonld obtain that soothing and carc 1 was at
all times sure of from her hesrt and arm——as far |

at lcast as it lay in her power. 1

She, like mrself, was however already |
awake. Poar Elsie ' never now did the sound
sleep of health close her weary eyes as in by |
gone days. !

She told me she had been awake a leng time. |

{
i

3

She had counted cleven, and twelve, and onc,
strokes of the large old clock on the stairs
acar our door. ‘ Oh' she should bave been
<o tired, *nd sarrowlul,” she said, “ but for the
<cal-comfarling thonght, that our Father, our
fricod in heaven, never stumbered nor slept,
his all-secing eye was upon us, both in the
darkness of night. and in the brightness of day.
and his holy angels were now guarding aroand
our beds®

1t0ld her of my fears; and at that instant,
1he wind, as though bent on giving me just

. Elsic’'s sude, pressiog my htte face to

caate to be frightened, dashed with such a

shrivk against the house, I shrank close to
her
shoulder, while my heast beat violendy.

Oh, what a night it was! How shrilly the
wild wind whistled throaugh the keyholes of
every doordown the deserted passages, through
the bare rooms, in on one side and out at
another: then rushing round, and over the
house, it strove to curry away the roof-in jis
course and flew to the wood. whose great trees
it shook and tumbled to and fro, like reeds.

Our house—in our, I include my father and
mother, two brothers, a sister, and myself—lay
in a2 valley. a wlerabis high hill standing be-
tween it and she sea.  This hill ought, it seem-
cd, to have afforded good and sccure shelter to
the building thus cowcring .at its back, but so
far from such being the case, I suspect we
shon.d have heen considerakly more peacefui
without it: for the wind sweeping round the
cnd point, gathered together its power within
the deep valley, and sa bore down with terrible
strer.gth upon our poor dwelling.  On the side
of the hill tkat rose vetween us and the land.
grew a thick high wood, the swinging of whose
brauches, and rustling of the folhiage, often
made 2 sound as though the great sea lay at
the hack as well as at the front of our house.

Nevertheless, despite my fears, and ats dis-
comforts, cach year, as it came and weni, §
loved more and more the wild old home that
sheliered us. A great rambling, half ruinous
building it was! with many loag passages, and
empty rooms, with ceilings, through some of
which the ligs = the rain, and the wind made
their way; while the flooring was in parts too
insecure for hearvier footing than my own.

Years gone by it had been a fine plrce—a



132
manot bouse they, saidl—in the time of Crom-
well, but now, with the exception of four
rooms—threc bedrooms on the second floor,
and & buge kitchen on the first and which rooms

father and my brothers—two strong lads, at
the time my story begins, of sixtcen and seven-

. teen years of age—kept in good repair, the big

old building did not contain a space sufficient~
ly unimpsired by time and neglect, to bave

"sheltered any one. .
The kitchen, a wide-spreading stonc-floored,

ent, served for every dumestic purpose,
and here, too, father, assisted by one or both
my brothers, mended his nets, when the
weather did not allow of his sitting on the
bench_out side the door to do it. He was a

fisherman, and three parts of bis time was spent '

on the rouglr waters.

It was in this wise my fathér became pos-
sessed of the old house. A neighbouring far.
mer having bought most of the surrounding
land upon which it stood, the owoers included
it 1n the bargain with the rest. It was useless
to Mf. Busk, the yfarmer, wbo hiking and re-
specting father—Ye was not then married—
readily agreed to fsell him the buildiog fora
small sum of motey—I forget bow tnuch.
He and mother made it up between them, for
she had-saved a good deal wheh in se-vice
a8 a servant, and at the end of a year, with the
help of his friends and the kind farmer, who
gave and leat hun many things, he managed
to get into excellent order the four rooms I
told you of , and then be and mother were mar-
ried, and came and lived in the old house,
where we therr four childern were bora.

But now I must return to my accoudt of the
night storm, and to Elsie, agrinst whom I was
claging 1o chddish terror (I was six jears old
at that time.)

¢ Pray with me, dear!” she said very, very
earnestly. I was well used to doing so, and
repeated the words after her a3 clearly as I
coald—words 4hat seemed to rush out of her
soul, 50 tntense were they in their tone of en-
treaty for the destitate, the friendless, the home-
less, for those exposed to the pitilessstorm this
right, but oh! how thrilling becams her soft
voice, as she petitioned the great and merciful
God in bebalf of the poor seamen, and all those
who were even now, perchance, tossing help-
lessly on the desolate stormy wuters,

Just then came another sound, mingling
with the fierce roar of the winds, and of which,
young though I was, 1 well understood the
meaning , fur those things were of {requent oc-
currence in this onr wild sea coast home.

Elsie started when she beard it, and stopped
praying, and listened. Then it came again—
and again-—the booming sound of a gun from
some vessel harryiog to destruction,—perhaps
alresdy struck on the rocks, with which this
coast abounded.

Ouce more came the dismal appeal , then it
ceased. To my young mind it was as a voice
imploring God and man to save them. “Ob
Gatty, Gatty ! they will be all lost! What can
we do 7-—oh what can we do!” cri¢d Blsis in an
agony. ¢Ohthat] were a mant that I could
ouly walk even I

_Poor Biste® for nearly a year she had lain
on that bed. Her spine was badly hurt, the
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doctor said, and her sole chance of recovery,
perbaps of living, was by an almost motionless
cxistence for years to come,~—six or seven pro-
bably, but be could not say for certain. And
now, with me for her constant companion, and
generally her only attendant (I was a strong
child of my age), and with her one ‘book, the
Bible, and her needle work, the once active
girl uncomplainingly bore her heavy affliction,~
all the heavier becaunse of that poverty which
she knew obliged the father and brothers she
so dearly loved, to'continually rjsk their lives to
heep poverty from our door, and which effort
she was now so powerless to aid them in

When in health, it was Elsie's delightto car-
ry the fish tosell at the littlemarket town eight
1.iles off. To reach this in time she would leave
tiome by four and five o’'clock in summer morn-
| .ugs, always returning to gladden our parent's
' learts with the sight of her empty baskett
y ( mpty at least of the fish), and her smsll
| talico bag for a purse, well filled with money,
I
|
!

- -principally pennies and bhalfpennies, to be
* re, but nevertheless sufficient to meet our
- mple necessities, helped out as they were by
(. ¢ constant supply in our own house of fish,
s uted and fresh. But now there she lay,—day
«fier dry, night after night,—still doing all
that lay in her weak power to helfother; her
one great and ceaseless comfort close
at ber right hand, and usually lying open at
some particular texts she was committing to
her own or my memory.

While yet she was wringing bher haunds and
crying out, * They would be all lostI'" a violent
knocking and banging came to the outer door,
and a strong voice, that made itself heard
above the storm, called loudly upon Miller,
and Sam aod Tom(our father and brothers), to
get up quickly and come out.

Thereupon a window was hastily thrown
up, and father asked what was wanting, for he
had not heard the signal guns.

* A big vessel had run upon the rocks,” they
told him, “ and they wanted hands to try snd
save those on board ber , but if they were not
quick—"

The wind carried away the remaining words
In a shortness of time which only those counld
employ who, liviog with the sight of death con-
stantly staring themselves and others in the
face, aro forced to be prompt of thought acd
ready in action to save or be saved, our brave
fatber and brotbers were dregsed, and down,
i and out, standing, with many another poor
‘ fellow as daring as themselves, on the beach,
| with the sea befors them,~as Sam told us in

the morning,—looking like & boiling canldron
of ink and foam,

They were only able to distingnish the
position of the doomed vessel by the light of
a single lantern placed in her bows. She was
wedged in between two rocks, but not with
safficient firmness to prevent her being knocked
to and fro by the fierce wind and waves, the
movements being sbown by the light, and
which knocking about would, they- knew,
spoedily break her to peices,

“Let us pray again, dear,” sobbed Elsie, -
and for father and brothers. Oh dear, dear father!
God belp and preserve the™” And again ] repeat-
cd the earnest prayer after her.
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Then, having lit the lamp, Elsie took her
Rible, and with a trembling band found those
texts which she nnd 1 learned by heart. aud
though years hud passed since that night, thes
gtill dwell in my memory fresh and clear as
on that hour, when 1 lay watching her pale,
sorrowful resigned fuce in the lamp-light, asit
bent over the litde welleworn Bible, which
‘ather had given her live years before, when
she was strong and healthy as I was now.

But I must tell you the beautiful texte we
learned that night. These were they —

« have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear
me, O God : jncline tbine ear to me, and hear
my prayer.”
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*(iod is our refuge and strength, a very
present help i trouble | therefore will not we
fear, thought he carth be removed, and though
the mountains be curried into the midst of the
gea ; and though the waters thereof roar and
be troubied, though the mountains shake with
the swelling thereof.” .

Just as we had learned them I fell asleep,
and did not wake again until father and

. brothers came, back three hiours after the time

. they went away ; and father opened the door te
" speak a word of comfort to Elsie,

He always

did so on like occasions. He knew she would

. be sleepless until his return,—praying, watch-

ing and waitieg for him.

THE PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN.
By Tos Rev. J. M. Macuron. GLEMCOE, UnTARIO.

IAT isprayer ?”
one of the questions in the
Shorter Catechism of our
Church, and a most im-
portant question it is.
The answer too, is worthy
of the majesty of the sub-
jeet. It is as follows :
“ Prayer is an offering up
. of our desires unto God,
for things agrecable to His will, in the name
of Christ, with confcssion of our sins and
thankful acknowledgment of His mercies.”
These are points, however, whose urgent
claims for scrious consideration the Phari-
seedid not fecl at the timne ; nor, indeed, had
he ever felt them. He had no carnest de-
sire or sincere longing after God. He was
not yet wounded in his conscience, by any
solemn sense of guilt ; the sharp arrow of
conviction had not yet made any impres-
ston on hishard and unbelieving heart. and
he was still surrounded by the darkness of
his carnal mind, therefore he did not seek
to “ the waterbreoks '™ or wish, as one who
needed mercy, to < appear before God,” to
pay a child's homzge and receive a Father's
blessing. It was pot to obtain ¢ things
agrecable to” God's ¢ wiil”" that he “ went
up to the temple,” but to make a display of
his own formal piety. To him *the name
of Christ” was not the only * name given
under heaven among men whereby we must
be saved.”  As for confession of sins, that
was a matter which had not yet engaged his
attention, or cost him a single thought.
¢ Thankful” he was, we are willing to ad-
mit. We have, indced, no doubt of his sin-
cerity on that point. But we have clse-

Thisis |

Sabbath Heavings.

where explained the rature of his gratitude
and the reason of it and we have also seen
that the basis of his magniloquent thanks-
giving was of the most unsatistactory kind.
For example, he praised himself for the ex-
cellency of his own moral character, forget-
ting, or perhaps, not knowing, that * he who
cxalteth himself shall be abased.” He even
went further, for he took wup the slippery
position of the public detractor, and with
remarkable complacency, he contrasted the
supposed vices of others with his owrr nega-
tive virtues. Not only did he trust in him-
self that he was righteous, but he also des-
pised others. He entertained the highest
opinion of his own integrity, and of the per-
fection of his religious character, but of
other men he had the most unfavourable
impression, and ecvidently insinuated that
they were living ungodly lives. He was
therefore uncharitable; and an uncharitable
spirit and disposition render a man unfit for
the kingdom of heaven, because such a man
shows no satisfactory cvidence that he has
really “been born again.” Evidence of this
kind is imperatively demanded where apub-
lic profession of religion is made. Thatis,
there must be evidence of the holiness to
which the worshipper lays claimn. But where
such a profession is not made, and were re-
ligion is not regarded as the one thing need-
ful, people are not deceived by the false
pretensions of sanctimonious hypocrisy,
which arc put forward and they are not
disappointed at not finding in such an un-
promising state of things the sweet fruits
of righteousness ripening into the higher
forms of the spiritual lif, for they see plain-
Iy before their eyes what they may really
cxpect. But no conscientious reader of his
Bible, no carnest candidate for heaven—
must cver forget that “if any man bein
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Christ, he is a new creature,” new iu his
whole nature—new in heart, conscience,
will, affections, hopes, life and purpose, he
is endowed with new principies of action,
and with a life in which the fraits of the
Spirit are visible.  Ilis religious profession
is not a Shibbolath, as~umed on certain oc-
casions, and for particadar purposes. His
devotional spirit i> genuine and intense;
and the blessed inwaird change which he
has experienced, finds capression, und bears
its own evidence, inhis daily waik and cou-
versation in the wuild.  The children of
God have indeed in thowselves the evidence
of their adoption, fur tie Spirit by whom
they *ery Abba, Father,” ix their sure
witness. [For them it is not necessary te
proclaim their 1ighteousnessbefure the world
because they shine as lights “in a dark
place,” und men see their ** good works”
which “ are wrought in God.” The true
character of believers isits own witness,and
carries with it the unmistakable testimony
that its origin is from Heuven. But it was
differcut with the Pharisee.  His piety was
a mere shadow, looking down frum the
heights of his own imagination, and settling
with awful gloom fur beneath, like a borrid
mantle thrown over the dead. And the
Pharisee’s prayer was~ indecd the voice of
the spiritually dead. that, like the cold,
blighting blast of the cast wiud, came up
with a struggling cffort, saying : 1 aw
not as other micn are. or even asthis publi-
can.” The worshipp r was one who had not
yet reccived *“ the tongue of the learned”
to ‘‘utter the memory of ™ God’s ¢ great
woodness™ in a right spirit. It was the
proud Pharisce who, blind to his own faults
and failings. unconscious also of his remote-
ness frowr true righteousness, and not aware.
as his language and deportment too clearly
show, of his entire innocence of that charity
which thinketh mno evil, now asserted the
purity of his life and the superiority of his
devoutness. e was not an extortioner or
adulterer. e was not even as the publican.
Hchad used no force or vielence against
any one. e had not robbed ** widows
houses™ as was custowmary for his sect to do.
He was cquitablein his dealings.  He gave
just weight and good measure.  His cha-
racter was, according to his own account,
free from the grossest class of moral con-
taminations. e had never defiled himself
by an open breach of those commandinents
which forbid licentiousness and inpurity,
and he therefore concluded that he had
never dishonoured the divine law, cither in
thought, word, or deed. This was a very

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

strange conclusion to draw, but it was pu

feetly natural for the Pharisee. But what
a delusion ! what folly it is for men to en

deavour in this way to commend themselves
to Gud, un the mere strength of their own
merits 2 And this was what the Pharisee
actually did.  He enumeratad certain sins
of which he said he bad not been guilty
and thus taking it for grauted that evers-
thing was right, he had o doubt of his a-
ceptunce in the sight of God.  But he left
a lurge margin for his transgressions, for he
might have been guilty of ten  thousanid
other sins, though not chargeable withtho
which he declared be had not committed

and it must be admitted that he rested his
plea on a most treacherous foundation  How
blind? und yet men persevere in this evil
practice. A man who Is veither an ex-
tortioner nor adulterer, nor a drunkard, no
a professional thicf, may nevertheless be de
void of all honour—may be a secret enemy.
and ecretly, @ practical enemy—of" all mo-
ralty. Ile may indeed be o wicked man ai-
ter all—utterly destitute of all brotherly love
—Vbeing filled with all bitterness, aud livin
 without Christ—having no hope,and with-
out God in the world.” The Christian
world is filled with these pious and polist-
cd heathens —these spurious and veiled cor-
verts, who lay on the altar of reuson and
mere oniward morality ¢ the maimed” offe--
ings of insiacere devotion and seif-sufficier:-
cy. and expect God toaceept these miserabic
scraps of an unwilling and feigned serviee

They feel assured of salvation, provided
that they are not openly wuilty of the mor
heinous erimes which disgrace the human
family, ignoring the fact that he who i-
guilty in the least is guilty < of ail.” They
tell us what vices they have renounced—
what temptations they have overcome—
what criminal propeusions to evil they haw
suppressed—what sivs they have not commi'

ted—and what guilt they have not incurred
But these plausible declarations, which we
the vain utterances of a hollow profession
and the distinet evidences of the most pro-
found ignorance of true picty, are not reai-
ly accompanied by such actions as go to
prove that they are well founded. Nega
tive picty, we may dcpend upon it, 1is no
the medicine that will heal the soul whicl
sin has ¢ pierced through with many sor-
rows.” Norisit the golden lamp whose
celestial light guides the believing followers
of Christ, in * the narrow way that leadet®
unto life.” This negative rightcousness
whose creed is, I do not sin to the same ex-
tent to which other men sin, therefore I
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am sure of God’s favour both here and
hereafter, is one of those wide-spreading
trees which many a modern Zaccheus, uct-
ing from a far worse motive thau curiosity,
and being of short stature in the practieal
knowiedgeand true principles of Christianity
tas climbed, not iud-ed to obtain a elearer
view of Jesus as the way to heaven, bt to
attewpt to get to heaven without Him.
What was thought and said by the Phari-
see in the temple, is thought and said now
by not a few within the pale of the visible
church who, alas! have the ¢ form of god-
linese"" without its «“ power.” We need not
therefore travel back to the remote ages of
ecclesiastical antiquity, to blame sclf-delud-
edmen for thatof which weourselvesare daily
guilty ; for who is there that does not belicve
himself cure of heaven; beeause ke is not
outwardly as bad as other men? 'There
uever was a more dangerous failacy than
this false belief. Itis certainly not the
“faith which worketh by love,” noris it
¢ the victory that overcometh the world.”
No man, it must be remembered, can enter
heaven on the plea that he is not a great
and notorious sinner, or that in part he con-
forms to the law of God, but on
the ground ofhis faithi n Christ, through
whom alone he can obtain forgivencss
of sin, acceptance with God, and grace to
prepare him for death, judgment, and eter-
nitv. And yet, like the haughty Pharisce,
muititudes deceive themselves by holding
the very same kind of belief as that on
which he rested his hope of sulvation. They
look around thew, and think uncharitably
of their neighbous instead of being anxious
about their own souls. They sceverely cri-
ticise the doings, suspect the wmotives, and
diligently scrutinize the seerets of other
people; but they never humbly examine
themselves whether they “be inthe faith;”
and much less do they conceive it to be
possible that they can “be reprobates.”
They are so keen-sighted as to be able to
sec a “mote” in a * brother's eye,” but
at the same time so utterly blind that they
cannot “ behold” the “beam” which isin
their “own eye.” And this istraly 2 most
extraordinary paradox. But we find the
key to this monstrous evil admirably ex-
plained in the sermon on the mount, and
we constantly sec the most appalling illus-

trations of it on cvery side. Can anything, |

however, be more absurd than to imagine
that we are worthy of God's favour and Jove,
and qualified for the enjoyment of his pre-
sence in glory, mercly because we abstain
from the comwmission of sins which one is
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ashiamed even to name, and beeause on this
account we fancy ourselves much better
than others? But it 12 assurediy a most
dangerous experiment to suspend our sal-
vation on the foolish supposition that we
arc more righteous, more pious, and more
godly than other men.  Even granting that,
in some respects, we are not o bad us our
neighbours, it is quite possible that in

! many other points we may be more wick-

ed than they. Auy superiority, therefore,
which we may have over them, 1o the out-
ward aspect of our moral character, never
can be accepted, and ought never to be put
forward, as the standard of fitness for the
kingdom of heaven. * Iam not as other
men are,” will never save. I am as good
as you are— I am as holy as he is—has not

. a particle of Gospel in it. butis, on the cou-

trary, opposed to all Divine truth and
wisdom, and i3 a destructive snare and a
gross delusion.  There certainly can be no
merit, in the sight of God, in doing more
than is commanded, nor have we any reason
to boust of our obedience to the divine law,
sceing that we constantly fail and come
short in far less than what is actually ca-
joined on us. How foolish and vain it is
for any man to trust in his own works, is
clearly enough expressed by Him who
hus said, ¢ when ye shall have done all
those things which are commanded you,

| say, we are improfitable servants; we have

done that which was our duty to do.” But
the Pharisce of yore did not contemplate
the matter in this light; and this too is
not the view which bpominal christians of
the ‘present day take of theirreligious duty.
They think that they can do more than
their duty, and thut consequently they ex-
ccl other men and please God better. Hence,
I am not “ even as this publican,” is con-
stantly on the lips of thousands of formal
worshippers: their meaning, is very plain.
They mean to say, I am much holier than
my neighbour; and under this fulse notion
—that is, that their own holiness can save
them—they challenge God by a bold—we
might say, an impious appeal to their own
goodness. Dut such systematic theology
1s worthless, and these who are content
with its doctrines, shall one day discover to
their loss and utter dismay, that ¢ the hope
of the hypocrite shall perish.” The iwm-
pertant question, therefore, which concerns
all menis: Have Iin me ¢ this mind,
which was also in Christ Jesus?”  Andif
we have not this mind. itis vain to talk
about our not being as other man are—
that is, according to the Pharisaical opi-
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nion, our not being as vicious and as wick- | wicked employwent; und especially un-

ed as we suppose them to be. But how great-
ly do those err from the very letter of ,

worthy of the Christian name, to be always
disparaging, underrating, and deerying cur
followmen, pointing to them with the finger

scripture, who justify themselves before | . . th .
God by condemning others! Surely such . of scorn, and crying with a malicious air,
self deluded formalists cannot have bene- “Tln_s publican.” = And hateful as the
fited by St. Paul’s warning against a course practice 15, and with this most unchristian
so much to be reprobuted.  And here is | spirit in the ascendant, men repair to the

his reproof —*‘ who ar thou that judgest |
another man’s servant? To his own mas- |
ter be standeth or fal'vth, yea, he shall be |
holden up; for God i> able to make him |
stand.” Butstill) in the face of this very |
plain statement, the liuguage of contempt |
and scorn against others, is heard from
many who are not cuitainly better prepar-
ed for heaven than thuse whom they so
unblushingly condemn. Even when no bad
opinion of others is> openly expressed, there |
is the dark, undertone insinuation—ihere |
is the significant and sinister cast of the |
eye—there is the ominuus shake of the head |

|

'

—there is the derisive laugh—there is the
artificial cough—there is the hollow whis-
per, bearing on its pinions the marshalled |
legions of gloomy hints, with 2 thousand
cautions against revealing the name of their
author, but with the most sincere wish that
they may be received as very truth—and
there is the contemptuous power that im- |
poses on itself sullun silence when other
men’s virtues are extolled. But there is
often more than all this. There is the un-
subdued sneer. ¢ This publican.” And
let it be very carcfully observed, that this
sort of thing is not confined to what in a
theological sense, iscalled the world, but is
even the habitual doing of' those who are
regular and punctilious enough in the per-
formance of religious services. One must
have seen very little, indced, of soclety, wk .
does not know this, He cannot have tra-
velled through the highways and hedges of
human life, or seen any thing of the world |
as it speaks, acts, and lives, or if be have, he |
must be . sadly deficient in the faculty of
observation. His cyes must have been '
shut, and his cars closed, not to have seen |
i
!

and heard the many unworthy expedients
which are constantly resorted to by unprin-
cipled men, for the purposc of gaining
favour for themsclves, and of injuring the |
reputation and uscfulness of others. Not :
unfrequently are good and honourable man
grieved at what they sce and hear in this |
way, under circumstances over which they
have no control. It is an inhuman a most

" any danger.
; that God should say to them as He said to
. Isracl of old, “when ye spread forth your

[ Glencoe, Ontario.

sanctuary with the feelir.g that they are all
right and others all wrong. Nothing is
surer than that such i indeed the feeling of
those over whose durk and hardened hearts
the beams of the Divine light have pever
fullen.  The devotion of such men has no

- life, no principle—unu subjective cuerzy—uo

objective good to accomplish. It is no
more real worship than the statue of a man
i= the man himself. They feel no weight on
their conscience. They have no sense of
having, times without number, insulted the
majesty of heuven. They forget that they
are fullen creatures, who have wandered
far from God, apd thercfore they make no
confession of sin. They feel no nced of
Divine grace to yuicken their dead hearts to
newness of life; and they have no fear of
death and judgment, for they cannot- sec
Is it any wonder therefore,

. hands, I will hide mine cye> from you; yea,
- when ye make many prayers I will not

hear?”  God is holy, and is “ of purer
eyes than to behold evil.” He carnot
“ look on iniquity ;" thereforec He will not
accept of a hypocritical service, but demands
that which comes from the heart. ¢ God is
Spirit; and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth. * It is
very obvious then, that ¢ the prayer that
gocth out of feigned lips,” is not an offer-
ing suitable £>r the altar of Jehovah. “The
sacrifices of God arc a broken spirit.” But
# the sacrifice of the wicked is an abominu-
tion to the Lord;” - how much more
when he bringeth it with a wicked mind 2"
*¢ He that turneth away his ear from hear-
ing the law, even his prayer shall be an
abomination.” It would be well for the
causc of religion and for the prosperity of
the church at large if christian worshippers
would bear all this in mind, and approach
God with greater humility and reverence,
pleading, not their own good works, bu*
the merits of Christ’'s death.

J. M. MacLEeop.



