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Jesus Only.
BY ANNIE CLARK.
Jesvs only ! Do I ever
Truly mean the words I say?
Can I live them out, and never
When He calls me, answer “nay " ;

Let Him all my portion choose,
Glad all unblest gain to lose.

When my cup is brimmed with gladness,

Emptied to be filled again—
And I know no thought of sadness,
Is it *“ Jesus only " then /
When life-joy flows full and free,
Is He more than all to me?

Jesus only ! Jesus only !
Can I follow and be brave,
When the way is dread and lonely,
And for human help I crave,
Earth-light past and earth-love flown,
Satisfied with Christ alone?

Jesus only ! Service holy—
Purpose high and work begun—
Is it for His honour solely,
Is it for His praise alone?
Do I cast all self away,
Seek His glory day by day?

When the shades of death enfold me,
And I face the dark unknown,
Jesus only can uphold me,
Well He loves and guards His own !
Jeath is but a shadow drear
Flung by light that shineth clear.

When I pass the gleaming Eurmln,
Kneel before the great white throne,
All my mortal clothed immortal,
Not for merit of my own—
Lo, I bring no other plea,
Only —Jesus died for me !

—Central Christian Advocate.

NOVEMBER, 1895.

[No 11.
The Model Teacher.

1. Is always in his place a few minutes be-
fore the time.

2. Uses his Bible in the class.

3. Does not lecture or scold.

4. Encourages questions.

5. Sees that his pupils are saved ; that they
have an experimental knowledge of Christ
rather than intellectual knowledge about Christ.

6. Is prepared with the lesson one week in
advance, and gives his pupils something to do.

7. Loves God’s Word.

8. Teaches his pupils how to love the Book.

9. Loves his pupiﬁ.

10, Prays for them by name,

11. Looks after the sick and absent.

12. Attends the teachers’ meeting, and comes
prepared to give as well as to receive.

13. Knows his class in their home life ; their
games, p studies, tions and
peculiar temptations,

14. Is an active enemy of those institutions
that tempt boys and girls.

15. Never indulges in any amusement which
might by any possibility injure another.

16. Is a living embodiment of all that he
teaches; for ‘‘young eyes are sharp to see
flaws,” and he should always be able to say,
““’I'ne things which ye have seen in me, do,”—
The Illustrator.

P

S —

Five things necessary for a profitable Sun-
day-school session :
PROMPTNESS,
CHEERFULNESS,
EARNESTNESS,
Devorion,
Taor.

They can be had without money, but not
without price.
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Onward, 8 pp. 4to, weekly, under 5
5 copies and upwards ...
Pleasant Hours, 4 pp. 4to, wi
Less than 20 copies.
Over 20 copies
Sunbeam, fortnightly, less than 10 copies
10 copies and UPWALAS .. ..o cveveeiiiiozenns
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10 copies and upwards
Berean Leaves, 100 copies rer month..
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Quarterly Review Service. By the year, 24
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cents a dozen ; Per100......co viasiiaeiie 050

Address— WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Publisher, Toronto.

8. F. HugsTis,
Meth. Book Room,
Halifax, N.8.
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©. W, CoaTES,
2176 St. Catherine St.,
Montreal, Que.

Number of teachers and scholars in 1894, 283,-

The entire amount raised in the school for
all purposes is the very large sum of §143,670.
We that the | stringency of the
times has something to do with the very con-
siderable decrease in the missionary givings.
For the first time collections have been taken
for the educational and superannuation funds
amounting to $607. This is a small beginning,
which, we have no doubt, will grow to a very
handsome sum.

We regret that the collections for the Sun
day-school Aid and Extension Fund amount to
only $2,622, or $308 less than the previous
year. To this should be added the amounts
contributed in {mrt payment to poor schools
for grants. This in 1894 was $1,572, and we
presume it will not vary much from that
this year. The growth of this fund, com-
E\;ﬁlng contributions from both sources, has

n very rapid.

! During the first four years of its existence its

Sundap School ‘ Banner.

W. H. WITHROW. D.D,, EpITOR.

TORONTO, NOVEMBERK, 1895.

Sunday-school Progress.

TaE statistical report of our Sunday-schools,
prepared by the Rev. Dr. Cornish, will be
found very instructive. There is, it will be
observed, an increase of 61 schools, 1,232 teach-
ers and officers, 3,341 scholars and an increase
of 2,893 scholars who are members of the
Church. These increases in some respects are
not 8o large as the average in previous years,
butin other respects that average is surpassed,
especially the increase of teachers and officers.
It is only by looking at a longer period the
steady increase of the growth of our Sunday-
schools can be shown as during the last two
quadrenniums.

The number of Sunday-schools in 1890 wa:
2,977 ; in 1894, 3,251 ; increase, 274 ; increase
of previous quadrennium, 348. Total increase
in eight years, 622.

The number of teachers in 1890, 28,411 ; the
number in 1894, 30,807 ; increase of Previouu
quadrennium, 4,024, Total increase in eight
years, 6,420. Number of scholars in 1890,
226,050; number in 1894, 252,546 ; increase,
26,496; increase of prewious quadrennium, 34,-
865, Total increa's in eight years, 61,361

averaged 3524 per year; during the
second four years, $785; during the third
quadrennium its income averaged $2,044 per
year, and during the last quadrennium its in
come has averaged $4,430 per year.

It is exceedingly important that the Sunday-
school Aid collections be largely increased.
Heretofore the expense of administration has
been almost nothing, amounting to only a few
dollars for postage and the like; every penny
of the income of the fund, with this exceptior,
going directly in grants to poor schools. The
appointment by the General Conference of a
special Sunday-school and Epworth League
Secretary to devote his whole time in these two
departments requires that his salary and travel-
ling and office expenses be mei by the Sunday-
school Aid Fund and Epworth contributions.
This will demand largely increased subscrip-
tions to the Sunday-school Aid Fund. So
urgent have been the claims on this fund for
the aiding of poor schools and planting new
ones that it has been already overdrawn. The
grants for schools in remote and destitute

laces along the stormy coasts of Newfound-
and and in the mission districts and frontier

rts of our work must be withdrawn unless
this fund is largely increased, as it cannot go
any further into debt and must as_speedily as
possible reduce its indebted But in view
of the large amount raised by our schools there
should be no difficulty in at once raising all
that may be required.  An increase of only ore
per cent. to the l%gregate of $143,670 raised by
our schools would be ample to meet the in-
creased claim upon the Sunday-school Aid
Fund and in a short time to wipe out its in-
debtedness. All that is needed is that schools
should recognize the obligations placed upon
them by the late General Conference and in-
crease their givings to the Sunday-school Aid
Fund accordingly.
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Sunday-school Supplies for 1896.

Tag publishers of Sunday-school lesson helps
have to take a long look ahead and arrange
for their notes on the lesson about a yearin
advance. Drs. Hurlbut and Doherty have
already brought out their C: tary on the
Lessons for 1896, a large volume of nearly 400
pages, with numerous cuts. The Monday Club
Sermons for the whole of 1896 are already in
the market. Artists and engravers have al-
ready prepared their pictures to illustrate the
lessons. Ourown publishing house, determined
not to be behind the leading houses of the
world, has placed a large order for these cuts
and other illustrative matter to enhance the
value of all of our Sunday-school periodicals.
The Baxgr will, as heretofore, give very full
and copious notes on the lessons. It is per-
manently enlarged in size to 56 or G4 pages,
varying with the number of Sundays in the
month. A new department of Primary Lesson
Helps has been introduced, which is proving
exceedingly popular.

Many testimonies have been received as to
the great assistance which Onward has been in
increasing the d of the schools, and in
many cases keeping the school open throughout
the whole winter through the interest created
by its general make-up and attractive and
serial stories. 1t has won special commenda-
tion for the great help it offers to the better
comprehension of the Sunday-school lessons.
Its numerous and excellent engravings of the
sacred sites and scenes of the lessons, and the
careful selection from the whole range of Eng-
lish literature of articles in prose and verse,
many of which have been written es cially for
the pages of Onward, have prove especially
valuable. No person can have any idea of the
amount of labor involved in this research who
has not made it a personal task, But so mani-
fold are the advantages that redoubled pains
shall be taken to still further improve this im-
portant department.

Pleasant Hours, Sunbeam and Happy Days
will share the general improvement of our
Sunday-school periodicals. Extensive supplies
of engravings have been ordered to illustrate
the lessons for the coming year. The improve-
ment in the paper and press work which has
been so marked will be still further carried on.

So great has been the increase in the circula-
tion of Onward that it has been found neces-
I&l‘{ to go to the very considerable expense of
making two sets of plates and cuts of the entire

T Lt ety s ai | -
!

The Methodist Magazine, now entering on its
43rd volume, will be still further improved and
will continue to share the progressive develop-
ment of all the issues of our house. Many
schools have found it an admirable substitute
for library books, as being fresher, newer and
much more economical. The illustrations of
“Every Day Life in Bible Lands,” which
throw such a flood of light on many otherwise
obscure passages of Scripture, will be continued,
with & full and varied programme of articles of
much interest to Canadian Methodist house-
holds, and especially to Sunday-school teachers
and Bible students. The Mag will be fur-
nished to schools in quantities of two or more
subscribers at the low price of $1.60 a year.
The Sunday-School Journal, speaking of the
periodicals of the great Methodist Episcopal
Church of the United States, which are of
smaller size than our own, and of equal or
higher price, says: *The figures at which
these papers are sold in quantities for distribu-
tion in Sunday-schools are almost ridiculously
low. Only the enormous facilities of the pub-
lishers and an immense circulation could war-
rant such prices. If you still doubt, send for
ples, for the publishers, hn\'in%l confidence
in the self-advertising qualities of their periodi-
cals, will send assorted samples of them to any
Sunday-echool which desires to see and know
the best thing.”
All this would apply still more force to the
publications of our own Canadian  house,
which is not behind any in the world in the
excellence and cheapness of its issues.

- - . R——

Who Entered Canaan?

BusLe statements which seem simple and
unmistakable in meaning will often be found to
contain implied or inferential truth, when they
come to be read in conjunction with other por-
tipns of Scripture text. It is this which, to a
large extent, makes familiarity with Old Testa-
ment history something not to be acquired by
the study of detached lesson selections without
an equally close study of much that lies
between. Such a passage, for instance, is
Numbers xxvi. 65, which, taken by itself,
would seem to leave no doubt that Caleb and
Joshua were the only two of the children of
Israel who came out of Egypt and into Canaan.
The following letter, from the state of Wash-
ington, recalls a discussion on this point in
the Sunday-school Times twelve years ago.
Some years ago, when the current Sunday-
school lessons were being taken from the Book
of Joshua, the writer took occasion (in Notes
on O})en Letters) to call the attention of the
S school Times to the very prevalent

paper in order that the large lition may be

error concerning Caleb and Joshua, often stated

run off the press in time to reach its many
remote subscribers.

thus : * Caleb and Joshua were the only per
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sons of the children of Israel who left Egypt
that were permitted to enter the Inn«f of
Canaan.” As the mistake again appears, in a
modified form, in the comments upon the
lesson for September 8, it seems not inoppor-
tune to review the statements then made. In
Numbers i. 1-3, we find that God commanded
Moses and Aaron to number the children of
Israel, ‘‘every male N from twenty
1enrs old and upward, all that are able to go
orth to war in Israel.” This was at Mt. Sinai,
the second month of the second year after
leaving Egypt. 1In the successive divisions of
the chapter (vs. 21, 23, 45, etc.) we are told the
number in each tribe, always with the specifi-
cation that the number referred to those ‘* that
were able to go forth to war,”—that is,
between the ages of twenty and fifty. In the
forty-seventh verse we are distinctly told that
the Levites ‘‘were not numbered amon,
them ; ” but in Numbers iii. 14, 15, we fin
that the males of the Levites were numbered
“.from a month old and upward.” This was
when they were taken in exchange for the first-
born of Israel. In Numbers iv. 1-3, we find
them numbered for tabernacle service,—all
between the ages of thirty and fifty ; and in
the successive divisions of the chapter (vs. 23,
30, 35, etc.) we find these particulers reiterated.
In Nambers xiv. 29, 30, God says: “ Your
carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all
that were numbered of you, according to your
whole number, from twenty years old and
upward, which have murmured against me,
surely ye shall not come into the land,”—save
Caleb and Joshua. In Numbers xxvi. 1-4, we
find that Moses and Eleaza: numbered the men
of war, and (vs. 63-65) that ** there was not
left a man of them ” save Caleb and Joshua.
In Numbers xxxii. 11, 12, when Moses wus
warning the children of Reuben and Gad not to
renew the sin of the ten spies, he refers to
those who died in the wilderness under the
hrars, ‘‘none of the men that came up out of
gypy,” but the added words, *‘from twenty
years <'d and upward,” shows that only the
men of war are meant. Not the slightest
doubt of this is left by Deuteronomy ii. 14-16,
where Moses says, ‘“ When all the men of war
were consumed and dead from among the
people .+ . the Lord spake unto me, sa
ing, Thou art this day to pass over Ar,”
although, did Deuteronomy i. 35 (‘‘ not _one of
these men of this evil generation ") stand alone,
we might think differently. Is it not plain,
then, that many of the priests and Levites who
left Egypt, besides Eleazar, may have entered
Canaan? Many women, perhaps? Many men
who were just under twenty when the host was
numbered at the foot of Sinai ?—Sunday-school
Times.
P S —

SomE persons, instead of ‘ putting off the
old man,” dress him up in a new shape.—St.
Bernard.

Opening and Closing Services.
FOURTH QUARTER.

OPENING SERVIOR.

L. Silence.

II. ResponsiveSentences. [Psalm 84. 8-12.]

Supt. O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer :
give ear, O God of Jacob.

School. Behold, O God our shield, and look
upon the face of thine anointed.

Supt. For a day in thy courts is better than
a thousand.

School. 1 had rather be a doorkeeper in th@
house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness,

Supt. For the Lord God is a sun and shield :
School. The Lord will give grace and glory :
Supt. No good thing will he withhold from
them that walk uprightly.
School. O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man
that trusteth in thee,
III. Singing.
IV. The Ten C d
Creed.

ts, or the Apostles’

V. Prayer, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in
concert.,

VI. Scriptural Lesson.
VII. Singing.

LESSON SERVICE.

I. Class Study of the Lesson.
II. Singing Lesson Hymn.
IIL. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out-

line and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. Suppl tal Lessou, [Special 1 in
the Church Catechism may here be introduced. )

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church
service and week-evening prayer-meeting).

CLOSING SERVICE.

1. Singing.
II. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. My God shall mrply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,

School. Thanks be unto God for his unspeak-
able gift.

III. Dismission.
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[Nov. 3.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.

B.C. 1120.]

LESSON V. SAMUEL THE JUDGE.

[Nov. 3.

GOLDEN TEXT. Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 1Sam.7. 12

Authorized Version.
1 Sam. 7. 5«15, [Commil to memory verses
12,18

"Study connection in chap. 7.]
& And Sam'u-el said, Gather all Is'ra-el to Miz'~
peb, and I will pray for you unto the Loxro,

6 And they gathered together to Miz'peh,and drew
water, and poured it out before the Lorp, and
fasted on that day, and said there, We have
sinned against the Loxp. And Sam'u-el judged
the children of Is'ra-el in Miz'peh.

7 And when the Phil-is'tines heard that the
children of Is'ra-el were gathered together to Miz'-

eh, the lords of the l'hif-‘l ines went up against

‘ra-el. And when the children of Is'ra-el heard
it, they were afraid of the Phil-is'tines.

8 And the children of Is'ra-el said to Sam'u-el,
Cease not to cry unto the Lorp our God for us,
that he will save us out of the hand of the Phil-
is'tines.

9 And Sam‘u-el took a sucking tamb, and offered
it for a burnt offering wholly unto the Lorp: and
Sam‘u-el cried unto the Lorp for ls'ra-el; and the
Lorp heard him.

10 And as Sam'u-el was offering up the burnt
offering, the Phil-is'tines drew near to battle
against Is'ra-el : but the Lorp thundered with a
great thunder on that day upon the Phil-is'tines,
and discomfited them ; and they were smitten be-
fore Is'ra-el.

11 And the men of Is'ra-el went out of Miz'peh,
and pursued the Phil-is'tines, and smote them, un-
til they came under Beth'~car.

12 Then Sam'u-el took & stone, and set i
between Miz'peh and Shen, and called the name of
it Eb-en-c'zer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lorp
helped us.

18 So the Phil-is'tines were subdued, and they
came no more into the coast of Is'ra-el : and the
hand of the Lorp was against the Phil-i- iines all
the days of S8am'u-el.

14 And the cities which the Phil-is'tines had
taken from Is'ra-el were restored to Is'ra-el, from
Ek'ron even unto Gath; and the coasts thereof
did Is'ra-el deliver out of the hands of the Phil-is'-
tines. And there was peace between Is'ra-el and
the Am'o-rites.

15 And Sam’u-el judged Ts'ra-el all the days of
his life.

Revised Version.

5  And Sam'u-el said, Gatherall Is'ra-el to Miz
pah, and [ will pray for you unto the Lorn.
6 And they gathered together to Miz'puh, and
drew water, and poured it out before the Lonrn,
and fasted on that day, and said there, Wi
have sinned against the Lorp. And Sam'u-cl
judged the children of Is'ru-el in Miz'pah.
And when the Phil-is'tines heard that the
children of Is'ru-el were gathered together to-
Miz'pah, the lords of the Phil-is'tines went up
against Isru-el.  And when the children of
Is'ra-¢l heard it, they were afraid of the Phil-
is'tines. And the children of ls'ra-el said to
Sam'n-el, Cease not to cry unto the Lorp our
God for us, that he will save us out of the
hand of the Phil-is'tines. And Sam‘u-el took
a sucking lamb, and offered it for a whole
burnt offering unto the Lorp: and Sum’u-el
cried unto the Lorp for 1s'ra-el; and the Lorp
10 answered him. And as Sam'u-el was offering
up the burnt offering, the Phil-is‘tines drew
near to battle against Is'ra-el: but the Lorn
thundered with a great thunder on that day
upon the Phil-is'tines, and discomfited them;
and they were smitten down before Is'ra-cl.
11 And the men of Is'ra-el went out of Miz'pah,
and pursued the Phil-is'tines, and smote them,
12 until they came under Beth'—car. Then Sam'u-ek
took a stone, and set it between Miz'pah and
Shen, and called the name of it Eb-en-e'zer,
18 saying, Hitherto hath the Lorp helped us. So-
the Phil-is'tines were subdued, and they came
no more within the border of Is'ra-el : and the
hand of the Lorp was against the Phil-is'tines
14 all the days of Sam'u-el. And the cities which
the Phil-is'tines had taken from Is'ra-el were
restored to Is'ra-el, from Ek'ron even unto
Gath; and the border thereof did Is'ra-el de-
liver out of the hand of the Phil-is'tines. And
there was peace between Is'ra-el and the Am'-
15 o-rites. And Sam'u-el judged Is'ra-el all the
days of his life.

-~

@®

©

TIME.—B. C. 1120. PLACE.—Mizpeh, in
the tribe of Benjamin, RULER.—Samuel;
probably the only one of all the * judges” whose
control extended over most of the land. He was
one of the purest and wisest rulers this world has
ever seen. INTRODUCTORY .—Samuel was
still a young 1. an. As soon as he found the reins
of the nation in his hands he sought to bring

sbout a great reformation. He first urged a re-
vival of personal religion ; then gathered a public
assembly. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.
—The efficiency of prayer.

HOME READINGS,

M. Samuel the judge. 1 8am. 7. 5-15.
Tu. An upright judge. 1 Sam. 12.1-5.
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W. Daniel’s intercession. Dan. 9, 8-19,
Th. Prayer answered,  Psalm 99,

F. Remembering God. Psalm 20,

8. God’s compassion. Joel 2, 12-17,
S. Prayer for others, 1 Tim, 2. 1-8,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 49, New Canndian Hymnal.

In the secret of his presence how my soul
delights to hide!

Oh, how precious are the lessons which I
learn at Jesus' side!

No. 218, New Canadian Hymnal.

Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace.

No. 130, New Canadian Hymnal.

Come, ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Penitence, v. 5, 6.

Study the geography of this lesson.

What preceded thix public consecration ¢

What duty had Swmnuel insisted upon? (See
verses 1-4,)

What incentive had he presented ?

How had his advice been received

Why did the people assemble at Mizpeh ¢ (An-

swer. This was their religious center after the loss |

of the ark and the fall of Shiloh.)

What symbolic act of humiliation accompanied
their confession ¢

What are ‘ve to understand by * Samuel judged
the children of Tsrael? "
2. Prayer, v. 7-9.

What did the lords of the Philistines do ?

How did the Israelites feel when they heard this
news ?

What did they say to Samuel ?

What was symbolized by the * burnt offering’
of a sucking lamb ?

What intercession was made by Samuel ¢

Find five other incidents of prayer for others
that God answered ?

What intercession is now made for God's peo-
ple? (Rom. 8. 27.)
3. Power, v. 10-15,

How were the Philistines routed ?

What memorial was set up, and what was its
purport ?

What did S8amuel say ? (Gorpex Texr.)

What was secured by this deliverance t

Under whose supervision were the people?

What were the leading traits of Samuel's char-
acter !
Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we taught the duty of—
1. Sincere repentance !
2, Humble confession ¢
3. Earnest prayer?
t. Grateful remembrance
QUES" ONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Peiitence, v. 5, 6.
gathering occurred at Mizpeh, and for
irpose ¢
W hat acts of penitence did the people perform?
What confession did they make?
What is promised to the true penitent? (Prov,
28, 13.)
2. Prayer, v. 7-9.
Who heard of the gathering at Mizpeh, and what
did they do?
How did this movement affect the Israelites ?
What appeal did they make to Sumuel t
What offering did Samuel make ¢
To whom did he ery, and with’ what effect ¢
What gracious promise of answer does the Lord
give? (Isa. 65. 24.)
3. Power, v. 10-15,
What danger threatened as Smmuel sacrificed ?
Whose power saved Isracl, and how?
How far did Israel pursue the Philistines?
What memorial of victory did Samuel set up ?
What did the memorial mean ? (Gorvex Text.)
How long had Tsrael rest from the Philistines?
What cities were restored to Israel #
With what people hud Israel peace?
Ilow long did Samuel judge Israel ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That God demands penitence?
2. That God hears prayer?
3. That God defends his people ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What did Samuel become

Why did God bless and help him? Because
he was true to God.

Who troubled the Israelites?

How?

Why did the Lord allow these things?

What advice did Samuel give the people?
(1 8am. 7. 3.)

What did they do after a while ?

What did Samuel tell them ?

What did he promise them ?

Where was u great meeting held ?

What did the people do?
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Who heard of it?

What danger threatened Israel?

What did Samuel do?

How did the Lord answer his prayer !
What did S8amucl set up as & memorial?
How long did Samuel judge lsrael ?

Remember—

It is the Lord who saves us from our enemies.
IHe wants us to serve him only.
There ought to be memorial stones in our

lives,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

BY ROBERT R, DOHERTY, PH.D.

General Statement.

The ark of God remained for less than a year in the ha

in seclusion and separated from the tubernacle,  During a
Jle were without the emblem of God’s presence and

Yet there was one strong heart that remuined fuithful and

ice and no organization of the nation; the peoj
crushed under the power of their enemies.

sustained the faltering hope of lsrael.  From his hom
urging them to cease from the service of the false gods, and prom-

people as ot old. 1lis labors were successful, Every-
peal, the idols were forsaken and destroyed, and the
' God, The next step in the reformation was to sum-
utral location in the land of Benjumin., They met

land, ealling upon the tribes to unite,
ising them God’s help if they would become his
where the heart of the nation responded to his ap
face of the people was turned toward their fathers

mon a great assembly of the people at Mizpeh, a ce

to express their sorrow over the past and their vows o
jonal and religious life. Their Philistine oppressors

ed to disperse the throng and bind the shackles more

table result followed this awakeging of the nat
marked the gathering, feared its result, and march

securely upon thenation. The terror of the people only made

nds of the Philistines, but for many years was
lmost & generation there was no regular serv-

¢ in Rumah Samuel went quietly throughout the

f consceration to God’s service. But the inevi-

them turn to their God and his prophet

in despairing faith, Samuel was just offering a lamb, the token of Isracl’s consecration, and lifting up
his interceding ery when the Philistine host appeared in sight.  The Almighty answered with a thun-
derstorm of hail and lightning upon the faces of the foes. They were seized with a sudden panic and
fled, pursued by the rcjoicing Israclites. A signal vietory was wrought, long kept in mind by the
monument raised upon the field, and called Ebenezer—the stone of help.” The vigor of Samuel

made the victory a permanent freedom to Isracl.

Everywhere the Philistines retired, and the Isracl-

ites pushed forward their borders. The whole land was now united under the wise rule of the prophet,

and Samuel passed from city to eity exce
new ultar, making it the religious capital of the pe
peace and order reigned throughout the land,

uting justice and imparting instruetion. At Ramah arose
ople and gathering all the tribes for worship, while

Verse 5. Gather all Israel, The next step
in the revival and reformation was to hold an as-
sembly. Not all the Israclites were present, but
representatives from all parts of the land, The
design was to inspire the people with a new en-
thusiasm in God's service. To Mizpeh, *The
watehtower,” a place in the tribe of Benjamin,
not far from Jerusalem. I will pray for you.
There waus a general confidence in the power of
prayer dwelling in one who lived in such intimate
communion with God. (1) We Zave an Intercessor
meaver the throne than even Samuel.

6. They gathered. Elders and people from
all Israel, the women and children being left at
home. To Mizpeh, This was the religious
center of the people after the loss of the ark and
the fall of Shiloh., [Ilere the great assemblies were
held and here Saul was inaugurated king. Drew
water, and poured it out. A token either of
their sorrow and humiliation before God, or of a
vow, which was thus shown as irrevocable as the
water gpilled upon the ground. Fasted. Asa
sign of their abasement on account of sin,  Said

there. (2) The open and audible confession of sin
will be a help in renouncing it. Samuel judged.
Though he had been looked upon as the national
lender and prophet for many years, this was the
cormencement of his official career. e now as-
sumed authority as God’s representative, judged
between man and man and between the people
and their God, and prepared to undertake the
dutics of a military leader. (3) 7Z%e revival of
God's work demands purity and righteousness on the
part of his workers, (4) Gods cause requires or-
ganizaticn and leadership for its success.

7. Philistines heard. Such a gathering
could not escape notice, and would forebode
danger of insurrection. 'The lords of the Phil-
istines. The Philistines were not yet organized
into a monarchy, but were ruled by an aristoeracy
of their five affiliated cities, Went up, From
their cities on the lowlands to the seat of the Is-
raclites in the mountain region. Against Is-
rael, (5) The immediate result of a revival of
God's work is to arouse the bitter opposition of all
its enemies, 'They were afraid. They were un-
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organized, without arms, and thoroughly cowed

under their musters by a generation of servi-:

tude,

8. Said to Samuel, They had no confidence
in themselves, but great faith in their leader's in-
fluence with God. Cease not to ery, ** Benot
silent from us from erying.” The language here
and elsewhere would indicate that the pr
Samuel was probably a loud, piercing cry, like a
shriek, kept up for a long time. Unto the Lord
our God. They claim now an interest in Jeho-
vah as their God, for they had renounced the serv-
ice of idols.  That he will save us, They had
no arms and no power; if saved at all, it must he
by the hand of God. (6) Often the very evigency
of trial promotes faith in God.

9. A sucking lambs A lamb a few days
old, representing a people young, helpless, and de-
pendent upon their God,  Offered it. Either by
hix own hand, as prophet, or by the hand of the
ligh priest, Ahitub, who may
as a young man. Burnt offering. "T'he sacri-
fice was wholly consumed upon the altar, and
represented entire conseeration to God. Cried
unto the Lord. Praying for the people while
the saerifice lny on the altar. The Lord heard.
* Answered ™ is more accurate. The answer was
given in the thunderstorm, as the voice of the
Lord.

10. Philistines drew near. About to rush
in upon the almost defenscless throng, The
Lord thundered . . . discomiiteds Tho
thunder, with lightning, in a land where such
storms are rare, and accompanied with lail beat-
ing on the faces of the Philistines, wrought upon
their superstitious fears and threw them into con-
fusion, Smitten before Israel. They fled,
casting their arms away in their haste to escape,
Such sudden panies are not rare, even in the thor-
ough discipline of modern warfare,

11. The men of Israecl, Encouraged by
the voice of their leader and by the token of God's
help.  Went ont, Left the shelter of the eity
in pursuit of the flying foes, Smote them, Using
such arms as they possessed, and taking those of
their enemies. Bethecar. An unknown place

ayer of

ve been present |

between Mizpeh and the plain, probably on the
edge of the mountains of Benjamin.

12. Took a stones According to the an-
cient custom, still prevalent in oriental countries,
of setting up monuments of great events, She
The word signifies ** a tooth,” and doubtless refers
to some projecting erag then well known, but now
not identificd. Ebensezer. ““The stone of
help ”—a monument reminding Isracl that the vie-
tory came not by their own prowess, but by the
help of God. Tt stood on the very ficld where the
ark had been eaptured twenty years before (1 Sam,
4. 1), and was full of humbling, grateful sugges-
tions. Hitherto. “ Up to this point of time.”

13. Philistines were subdued. Thor-
oughly beaten and repelled. They came no
more.  Not during the period of Samuel’s rule
did they successfully make inroads upon the land
of Isracl. Hland of the Lord was against,
This would indicate that they made attempts to re-
guin their lost supremacy, but failed, All the
days of Samuel. Not during his life, but his
government, for after the accession of Saul to the
throne their aggressions were suceessfully renewed.

14. Cities . + . taken . . . restored.
The small cities and villages along the foothills of
the maritime plain, on the borders between Israel
| and Philistia. From Ekron. The most northerly
of the Philistine cities, now ecalled Akir. Unte
Gath,  Probably Zill-es-Safieh, fiftcen miles
south of Ekron, These places, Ekron and Gath,
were not conquered, or certainly not held, for Gath
appears afterward as the leading Philistine city.
The coasts, The places bordering on Isracl, be-
tween the two citics named above, but not includ-
ing them, Peace . « « Amorites, This is a
general term for the Canaanite races in and around
Israel, who were now overawed by the Israclite
power under Samuel’s vigorous leadership,

15. Judged Israel. Probably he was the
only judge whose authority was rccognized by hoth
Judah and Ephraim and by all the tribes on the
west of the Jordan,  All the days of his life,
Even after the coronation of Saul Samuel was ree-
ognized as possessing supreme authority and held
in the highest reverence,

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR W,

Verse 5. Gather all Israel. This must
not he taken too literally, for it is more probable
that it was a representative council of the elders
and chief men from the several tribes, rather than
a general assembly of all male Israclites over
twenty years of nge (see 1 8am. 8, 4). The object of
the meeting was to arouse enthusinsm and patriot-
ism, to bind the people in a common bond of
unity, us well as to bring them into closer com-
munion with Jehovah. Agitators and reformers

W. DAVIES, D.D.

have always taken advantage of such gatherings,
| To Mizpah. This word is sometimes written
“Mizpeh.” It means * watchtower,” or * for-
tress.” It is always written with the definite ar-
ticle, This, like many Palestinian geographical
terms, being a common, not a proper, noun, is ap-
plied to several places.  We know of at least three
in Gilead (sce Gen. 31, 493 Josh, 11 83 Judg. 10.
17), one in Moab (1 Sam. 22. 8), another in Judah
(Josh. 15, 38),  The Mizpah mentioned here was
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in Benjamin, generally supposed to have been five
or six miles northwest of Jerusulem and not far
frotn Ramah, the home of Samuel. It has been
identified with Nebi-Samwil. It was famous for
its great assemblies, made so, doubtless, by its cen-
tral location and naturul fortification (see Judg.
20, 1-3; 21. 1-5, 8; 18am. 10, 17). It was strength-
ened by Asa, and became the residence of Ged-
alinh (2 Kings 25. 23), governor of Judea un-
der the King of Babylon. It was here that
Saul was made king. Many centuries later
Judas Maccabwus gathered a large army at this

ancient sanctuary against Antiochus Epiphanes |

(1 Muce. 8. 42,f.). Thus Mizpah was celebrated
for centuries, and, in common with Bethel, Shiloh,
Shechem, and Gilgal, was one of the sacred places
during the times of the judges. According to the
law, there was only one place where the Lord could
be acceptably worshiped (Deut. 12. 11), but these
were troublesome times and the people were dis-
organized. I will pray for you unto the
Lord. “I will intercede in your behalf.” In-
tercessory prayer was very common among God’s
people in Bible times (Gen. 18. 22, 7.; 1 Kings 18.
86; Ezra9.15). Samuel was famous for his prayers
(see 1 Sam. 8. 6; 12, 17;15. 11). Iis fame con-
tinued long after his death (Psalm 9% 6 ; Jer. 15. 1).
“The supplication of a righteous man availeth
much” (James 5. 16). Every child of God has the
assurance not only that his heavenly Father hears
his prayer, but that Christ ever liveth to make in-
tercession for him (Hebr 7. 25). .

6. And drew water, This is the only place
in the Old Testament where such a rite is men-
tioned. It is, therefore, not easy to determine its
exact symbolical signification. Some think that
here it symbolizes the pouring out of the heart in
humility and prayer before God. The Targum
paraphrases as follows: ‘And they poured out
their heart in repentance before Jehovah.” The
water once poured on the ground, so Israel makes
a complete surrender, irrevoeable, to God. Com-
pare the words of our Saviour in John 7. 37. And
fasted on that day. Fasting has ever been re-
garded as a means of grace, especially in seasons
of distress, sorrow, and calamity (2 Chron. 20, 3;
Jer. 86. 95 Neh.9.1). Though only one fast is pre-
scribed in the law of Moses, that on the great day
of atonement (Lev. 16, 29), there are not less than
twenty-eight given in later Jewish law. We have
sinned. Solemn rites and symbolical worship
are good in' their place, but public and sincere con-
fession of sin is also necessary. 8in, then as now,
was the source of most all their sorrows, Same
uel judged. This isthe first mention we have
of the great prophet acting in the cupacity of judge.
From that it has been inferred that this was the
beginning of his judgeship. Be that as it may, he
is now in full control and enters upon his duties as
reformer in great earnest. Samuel was one of the

great men of the ages, e united in himself the
offices of priest, prophet, ruler, and military com-
mander.

7. The Philistines, The word means * emi-
grants,” or ** wanderers.” They were probably
of Semitic origin, though many would make them
descendants of Ham, They were in Palestine as
early as Abrahum’s time (Gen. 26. 1). 8o also
when Joshua entered Cunaan we find a strong
confederation of them (Josh. 13. 3). They were
always the natural enemies of Israel, and many
are the battles recorded between them and the Ie.
brews. In the early daysof Samuel they ruled
with cruel sway over a large portion of the lund,
but their power was broken at the great battle of
Eben-ezer, and their dominion was broken, at
least in the territory around Mizpah, though they
continued to oppress God’s people in the southern
portions of the country, Even during the reigns
of Saul, David, Jehoram, and Ahaz they in-
flicted severe losses upon Isracl. And, strange to
say, Philistia showed its old hatred and ** per-
petual enmity *’ down to the Babylonian captivity
(Ezek. 25.15). The lords of the Philistines.
There were five of these, and they ruled over as
many different cities, with the territory around.
The towns were Gaza, Ashdod, Askelon, Gath,
and Ekron (Josh. 13, 8;1 Sam. 6. 4). Went up
against Israel. They suspected the assembly
at Mizpah, and determined to nip the contemplated
rebellion in the bud. They were afraid of the
Philistines. They went to Mizpah to pray, not to
fight. Thus they were probably unprepared for war.

8. Cease not to cry. They depended upon.
Samuel’s prayer more than they did on their own
prowess. How often has piayer accomplished
miracles ! Mary, Queen of Scots, was wont to say :
‘1 fear John Knox’s prayers more than I do an
army of ten thousand men.”

9. Samuel took a sucking lamb. Liter-
ally, “amilch lamb.” The word is only used twice
in the Bible—here and in Isa. 65, 25, No lamb
under seven days old could be offered (Exod. 22, 80).
A whole burnt offering. It was entirely con-
sumed, symbolizing pl of the
entire nation in a holy covenant to God (Rom. 12.
1). It was a fast, not a feast; thus no portion of
the sacrifice fell either to the officiating priest or
to the one offering (see Lev. 1. 10-18). Samuel was
a Levite, and had a right to officiate at the altar, as
he often did (see 1 Sam. 9. 12; 10, 8; 11. 15;
16. 2). We do not know that either the ark or the
tabernacle was at Mizpah ; if not, the irregularity
must be explained by the disorganized state of re-
ligion. Samuel cried unto the Lord. Not
simply spoke, but cried in a loud voice; not sacri-
fice alone, but contrition of heart as well. The
Lord answered him. Not simply heard, as in
the Authorized Version, but answered ; not only
received the petition, but sent a reply.
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10. And asSamuel was offering . . , the
Philistines drew near. They thought it was
a good time to surprise the Israclites, They had
but little idea of the value of intercessory prayer,
This incident should teach us that we are not free
from the attacks of Satun, even while at chureh or
performing our devotions. It should also impress
upon us the value of prayer. Do we pray as much,
as often, and as sincerely as it is our privilege !
Thundered with a great thunder. Better,
‘“with a great voice.” Both Philistine and He-
brew recognized the voice of God in the ficree
storm. Thunder is repeatedly called the voice of
Jehovah. Let everyone read that exquisite little
psulm which describes God's power and the safety
of the good man in the storm. I refer to Psalm 29,
Discomfited them. The verb used in Hebrew
is onomatopoetic—like ** hum,” only much stronger,
in English. It signifies * to terrify greatly,” * to
drive into confusion.” 1t is often used of ealami-
ties brought about by some immediate divine
agency (Exod. 14, 24; 93, 27),

11, 12. Beth=car means “ house of o lamb,”
or *“ pasture.” Itis nowhere else mentioned in the
Bible. Shen, written with the definite article,
means * the tooth ""—that is, some pointed rock or
crag. Ebeneezer, “Stone of help.”  None of
these three places has been identified. Eben-ezor is
one of the most familiar words in the language of
devotion. It is significant that at this very spot,
twenty years before, the ark was captured by the
Philistines (18am. 4. 1). The custom of setting
up stones or pillars is very old, and common to all
nations. One of the most famous ever discovered
is that of Mesha, King of Moab, which records his
victory over Israel (see 2 Kings 3. 4).

13. The Philistines were subdued. The
verb translated “‘subdued” is very strong, and
denotes to bend or to humble one’s self, and then
sue for peace. They came no more. That is,
for the time being. The hand of the Lord
was against the Philistines all the days of
Samuel. Their power was broken at Eben-ezer
their sway henceforth was only partial and local.
They were by no means utterly defeated, for we
read that they oppressed Isracl (1 Sam. 9, 16), had
a garrison at Gibeah (10. 5), had disarmed Isruel
and captured the blacksmiths (18. 19); see also
17.1 and 28. 27. The armics of Israel were utterly
routed at Gilboa (see 1. 1, #.), and thus the Phi-
listines regained their power once more.

14. From Ekron even unto Gath, The He-
brews captured many places on a line between
Ekron and Gath. Whether these two cities were
included is not clear, Ekron, once held by Israel
(Judg. 1. 18), was the most northerly of the five
strongholds of Philistia. It is now called Akka-
ron, or Akir. The site of Gath is not o well known 3
some identify it with modern Dikrin, and others

adjacent territory or land around. There was
peace between Israel and the Amorites,
The evident meaning of this clause is thut these
two nations acted together as allies to overthrow
the yoke of the Philistines. The word Amorites
signifies *“ mountaineers.” They were very power-
ful people, and occupied much territory in the
highlunds or hilly distriets on both sides of the
Jordan (sce Num. 13. 203 21 3 Josh, 10, 5).

15. And Samuel judged Israel all the
days of his life. Samuel, though not the sole
Jjudge, yet continued to exercise Jjudicial funetions
till his death. Though his sons were appointed
Jjudges in his old days, they served merely us dep-
uties under him ; and though Saul wus made king
years before Samuel died, it is evident that his
principal work was commander in chief of the
army, at least while Samuel lived.

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
Traits of a True Revival.
I. Sorrow ror Siy.
Lamented after the Lord, v, 2.
Godly sorrow worketh repentance. 2 Cor.
7. 10.
Rend your heart. Joel 2, 183,
IL. RENvNciamion or Siw,
Put away the strange gods. v. 3.
Wicked forsuke his way. Tsa, 55, 7.
Turn from their wicked ways. 2 Chron. 7. 14,
III. Conression or Siv,
We have sinned. v. 6.
Confesseth and forsuketh. Prov, 28, 13,
If we confess our sins, 1 John 1, 9.
IV. PravEr 10 Gob,
Cry unto the Lord for us, v. 8,
Seck ye the Lord. Isa. 55, 6.
Nigh unto all them that call. Psalm 145, 18,
V. Work witn Goo.
Men of Israel went out. v. 11,
Work....God worketh. Phil. 2, 13,
Laborers together with God. 1 Cor. 8. 9.
VI. Gramirene 1o Gon,
Hath the Lord helped us. v. 12,
Delivered. . ..yet deliver, 2 Cor, 1. 10,
Will bless....at all times, Psaln 84, 1.

Thoughts for Young People.
One Man’s Power for Good.

1. One man can have power with God by his
prayers in hchalf of his people and the cause of
God. (Verses 5, 9.)

2. One man can lead the people in their repent-
ance from sin, their turning toward God, and
their consceration, (Verses 5, 6.)

3. One man can give his people an example of

with Tell-es-8afieh. The border thereof. The

trust in God which shall encourage them in an
hour of advemsity, (Verses 7-10.)
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4, One man can so encournge the confidence of
others and direct their efforts as to give them
vietory over adversaries by God’s power. (Verses
10, 11.)

5. One man can sliow to others God’s hand in
their history and God’s care over them, (Verse
12.)

Lesson Word-Pictures.
BY REV. E. A. RAND.

0, it is good to come together for prayer, to deepen
the sense of sin and greaten the sense of God, und
in the days of storm turn to the divine hiding
place. And word hus gone out to all Israel that
if they will come to Mizpeh Sumuel will pray for
them. Poor Israel, in bondage to the Philistines,
but breaking out of its bondage to strunge idols,
welconies the thought that Samuel's prayers will
go up for the better life of Isracl, and that the de-
liverance of Israel as a nation may be accom-
plished. 8o they have come hy highways, by
cross paths, down the hill slopes, along the valleys,
all to Mizpeh. With what interest they gather
about Samuel, the one man rising up as Israel’s
prophet, judge, leader!

T'here is a star of hope shining in nnn Philistine
night, so long blackening the land. Tle people
are turning from idols and turning to prayer, and
they are gathering about a man who is filled with
the spirit of God. Tremble, Philistia! The hour
for the solemn service has begun., Water is
brought. It is poured out in sacred oblation. The
people fast. They bewail their sins, They are
putting up hands of supplication to God. Samuel
steps forward to give counsel and judgment,

But look away from Mizpeh. Who are guther-
ing! What power is massing itself in threatening
array ¢ There is a multitude coming up over the
hills like a storm cload, that rolls over their crests
and down into the valleys.

The Israelites look on in dread. They know the
meaning of that storm cloud. The Philistines, the
Philistines are coming! Yes, the news went
through Philistia that Isracl had gathered at Miz-
peh. These wretched servants, these craven-hearted
Hebrews have dared to hold a great meeting.
And why held? The Philistines have come up to
see,  With rattling, rumbling chariots have they
come, with sharp spears and keen swords and ar-
rows that go to the marks of Hebrew eyes.

Israel looks at the storm cloud rolling down the
hills and shakes with fear. It turns to Samuel,
pressing closer, closer, and makes its trembling
plea,  Cease not to ery unto the Lord our God for
us, that he will save us out of the hand of the ’hil-
istines,”

What a time of solemn awe! Samuel drawing
nigh to the altar, Israel shrinking up to him, and
the dreaded Philistines coming !

Samuel, though, is praying.

The flumes huve been kindled upon the altar,

The smoke ascc ads.

The burnt offering ** wholly unto the Lord " is
upon the altar.

Israel, trembling, fearing, comes closer to the
altar, for the Philistines are coming !

Samuel, though, is praying!

In battle array, threatening, shouting, defying,
the Philistines press on, their chariots rumbling,
their arms clanking ; but Samuel is praying !

Hark! God is answering!

The heavens have been blackening, and a peal
of thunder swells and booms and echoes across the
heavens. The Philistines are coming nearer, but
Samuel keeps on praying.

God is looking down in the lightning, und the
thunder grows louder and louder and crashes in u
deufening uproar through the heavens. The rain
smites down, The wind bellows, Down upon the
Philistines breaks the awful tempest,

What terror!

What confusion !

What helplessness !

1t is Isruel now that is coming, the whirlwind
in its furious charge upon the idolaters, and away
they go in flight and shame. Out of Mizpeh they
flee, and Israel presses after them, smiting and
scattering as when the harvest flail deseends upon
the stalks upon the threshing floor.

1t is God's awful fluil !

0, day of the Lord, day of the olden times,
when God led out his people to battle !

But what is Samuel doing between Mizpeh and
Shen? Samuel, the suppliant, is now Samuel, the
monument builder. He is setting up a stone of re-
membrance, and he ealls it Eben-ezer, stone of
help.  As it looks toward Israel it faces a land of
triumphant rejoicing.  Fronting Philistia and the
blue sea washing its sandy rim, this stone over-
looks aland defeated and bowed in shame.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

Verse 6. ** Samuel drew water, and poured it out
before the Lord.)” This by commentators is
passed over as without any recognizable signifi-
cance, having no parallel in the Old Testament,
und they quote the rendering of the Targum as the
spiritualized text: * They poured out their heart
in repentance before Jehovah.”  Without at-
tempting now the work of the expositor, it may
be borne in mind that libations of wine were well
known among very ancient nations, but the Hin-
doos pour out water before their gods as a part of
many of their religious services. Whatever of the

three hundred and thirty millions of objeets of
worship rhetorically recognized by the Hindoo
pantheon a Hindoo may or may not worship, he
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is sure to make offerings to his deceased ancestors,

These are balls of rice and the pouring out of

water. Standing in some sacred tank or river, the
worshiper will place his hands together and dip
up water, which he then pours out before his god.
On other occasions he may strew marigolds or
other flowers on the ground, and pour out water
upon them as an offering, the acceptance of which
he explains is manifest when the sun rises,
absorbs the water, and the dricd and withered

the Black Stone, and you destroy the Kaaba,
Thus the most iconoclastic monotheism of the
world has its pivotal center in a survival of the
old stone age of religious worship.  Millions of
Moslems from every quarter of Europe, Asia, and
Africa make the pilgrimage to Mecea to touch or

| kiss this stone, which is possibly an aérolite, as

tlowers are in evidence that the god has consumed |

the spirit of the offering.

{ Philistines.’

Verse 9. 8amucl offered a sucking lamb, which |

the law required should be at least seven days |

old, as a whole burnt offering, The distinction
between partiul and whole sacrifices, so clearly
prescribed among the Isruelites, is well recognized
among oriental nations and those of Africa also.
Men, whether gradually or not, have come to offer
parts of the vietims only, such as, in the case of a
man who was to be sacrificed, his 1'ttle finger only,
or one ox out of a herd dedieated to som god ; and
finally this has been in some euses refined to make
paste images of the object to be sacrificed. There
is diversity of distribution of the sacrificial vie-
tim or offering. The writer has scen Brahmans
quarreling over a division of the offering among
themselves. In the Israclite usage, in some sacri-
fices the shoulder fell to the officiating priest, the
breast to the priests in general, but in the whole
burnt offering nobody got any part. It was
wholly burnt up, to show the absolute surrender
of the whole person or nation to God's serviee,
without any reservation whatever.

Verse12. After all that we have written of Phoni. |

cian idolatry,Rawlinson says they were not idoluters
in the ordinary sense of the word ; that is to
they did not worship images of their deities.
Some were only conieal stones, betyli, dedicated to
various deities regarded as possessed of certain
mystic virtue. Oceasionally they appear to have
been displaced by pillars set in front of temples,
to which sacrifices were offered. These were of
metal and stone, but commonly of wood.

In early times rude stones were symbolic of di-
vine power. Betyli, or Bethel, were among the
carliest objects of religious regard in Asin. The
Venus of Paphos, the Cybele of Pessinus, ae
ing to Kenrick and others, were of this character,
The Moslems before Mohammed's day worshiped
Venus under the form of a stone with head rudely
carved on it.

Memorial stones. The center of the Moham-
medan world is the Black Stone which Mohammed
built into the Kaaba at Mecea. This stone was an
object of worship long before Mohammed’s day by
the tribes of Arabia. Remove the Kaaba, and you
destroy the communal center of !slam; remove

rord- |

tradition says it fell from heaven. Itis worn by
the touch of the millions who for centuries have
touched it as they marched round the Kaaba.

Ferse 13, ** The hand of the Lord was against the
* "T'his was not merely a political con-
test. It wus a religious and moral contest. Lenor-
munt  says:  ““Round this religious system
gathered in the external and publie worship a host
of frightful debaucheries, orgies, and prostitutions
in honor of the deities, such as accompunied all
the nuturalistic religions of antiquity. The Ca-
naanites were remarkuble for the atrocious cruelty
that stamped all the ceremonies of their worship
and the precepts of their religion.  No other peo-
ple ever rivaled them in the mixture of bloodshed
und debauchery with which they thought to honor
their deity.” Others dcelare that terror was in-
herent in the system of worship, and all cere-
monies were bloody. There were voluntary tor-
tures, sacrifice of living children in arms, and the
total result was the stifling or destruction of the
best feelings of human nature, mental degrada-
tion of the gloomiest superstition, eruel and prof-
lizute usages, till the depth of moral d lation
supplies a reason and justifieation for the deter-
mination of Jehovah that they should be de-
stroyed.

Rawlinson’s Religions of the Aucient World de-
clares that, * Altogether the religion of the Phani-
cians, while possessing some redeeming points, as
the absence of i s und deep sense of sin, which
led them to sucrifice what was nearest and dear-
est to them to appease the divine anger, must
be regarded as one of the lowest and most de-
busing of the forms of belief and worship preva-
lent in the ancient world, combining, as it did,
impurity with cruelty, the sanction of licentious-
ness with the requirement of bloody rites, revolt
ing to the conscience und destructive of any right
apprehension of the true idea of God.” In every
place where the Canaanites carried their trade und
their arms, their fanaticism eelebrated these hor-
rible sacrifices.  In verse 8 Samuel communded
them to put away the strange gods Baul and Ash-
toreth, the female principle of deity, worshiped
as Ishtar in Babylon and among the Philistines,
The religious erisis appears in this victory from
the fact that to Ishtur were devoted all spoils of
war, The symbol was Asherah, a wooden column
or image vesembling the sacred tree of the As-
syrians, the worship of which they commonly
linked with that of Baal. Israel began this wor-
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ship in the wilderness at Baal-peor, and it was
never thoroughly eradicated during the time of
the judges.

Blackboard.
BY J. T. HARTNAGEL, E8Q.

il

,ﬁﬁ FbWEP\OF FRA'

BY GEORGE W. PEASE, ESQ.

FROM PENITENCE

SIN ACKNOWLEDGED

ACRIFICE OFFERED
ALVATION SOUGHT

*
THROUGH PRAYER

SAMUEL | JESUS
PRAYING FOR
THE

ISRAELITES WORLD

“
“ CRIED UNTO THE LORD." FATHER, FORGIVE THEM."

THE LORD HEARD.

%
TO POWER.
EOPLE succs:nlsnu ONQUERED
HILISTINES \MITTEN AST OUT

“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”

By Way of Illustration,

BY JENNIE M, BINGHAM,

Perses 1 Look at the incredible
ease of praye Every time, place, posture is fit-
ting. Talent is not needed. Eloquence is out of
place.  Our want is our eloquence, our misery is
our recommendation.  Thought is quick us light-
ning, and quick as lightning can it multip
fectual prayer. Actions ean pray ; sufferings can

DPrayer.

ef-

pray. The whole function is expressed in a word ;
it is simply this: The child at his father's knee,
his words stumbling over each other from very
earnestness, and his wistful face pleading better
than his hardly intelligible prayer.—F. W. Faber.

Wonders of prayer. Abraham’s servant prays,
Rebekal appears ; Jucob prays and prevails, and

. Esau’s mind is turned from the revengeful pur-

pose he had harbored for twenty years; Moses
prays, Amalek is discomfited ; Joshua prays, Achan
is discovered ; Hannah prays, Samuel is born;
David prays, Ahithophel hangs himself; Jehosha-
phat eries to God, God turns away his foes; Isaiah
and Hezekiah pray, one hundred and eighty-five
thousund Assyrians are dead in twelve hours;
Daniel prays, the lions are muzzled ; Daniel prays,
the seventy wecks are revealed ; Nehemiah darts
a prayer, the king’s heart is softened in a minute;
Elijah prays, a drought of three years succeeds;
Elijuh prays, rain descends ; Elisha prays, Jordan
in divided; Elisha prays, a child’s soul comes
back ; the Church prays ardently, Peter is delivered
from prison by an angel.— Ryland.

Verses 9-11. Swift help. 1 had a friend who
stood by the rail track av Carlisle, Pa., when the
ammunition had given out at Antietam, and he
saw the train from Harrisburg, freighted with shot
and shell, as it went thundering down toward the
battlefield. Tle said that it stopped not for any
crossing. They put down the brakes for no grade.
They held up for no peril.  The wheels were on
fire with the speed as they dashed past. If the
train did not come up in time with the ammunition,
it might as well not come at all. So, my friends,
there are times in our lives when we must have
help immediately or perish, 0, is it not blessed to
think that God is always in quick pursuit of his
dear children ?— Talmage.

Terse 12. The word Eben-ezer means * stone of
help.” The Book of Psalms contains about fifty
references to help.  Two thoughts are prominent :
“Vyin is the help of man " (Psalm 60.11) ; suf-
ficient is the help of God (Psalm 46, 1). The
earncst ery for speedy help should be noted.
“ Make haste to help me.”” “Make no tarrying.”
¢ God shall help her, and that right early (Psalm
46, 5). The Lord Jesus is the *Mighty One,”
chosen to be our helper (Psalm 89. 19); “able
to succor” (Hch, 2. 18), to help them that have
“no helper” (Pralm 72, 12), just us he so gra-
cionsly helped the impotent man at the pool (John

5. 7, 8).— Bowes,

Muny a school and asylum and charitable home
has been erected as Samuel set up his stone, to
memorialize the Lord’s help. And a blessed and
becoming Eben-ezer it is, We should more often
make public and monumentul the Lord’s good-
ness and help.
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Verse 15. The authoritative power of a strong,
continuous character is a fuct familiur to us all, |
The difference between a character that has grown
up into u matured strength from early goodness
and purity and that which results from some sud-
den und violent conversion after years of weaken- |
ing excesses is like the difference between the
stalactite and the icicle; they look much alike,
they are formed by the same forces of nature, but
the one is many years forming and the other
grows in a nighttime, Keep the icicle under
right conditions of temperature, and it remains like
the stalactite, solid and beautiful; but change |
these conditions, put the two together under the |
barning heat of the sun, and the creation of a |
nighttime will melt away, while the deposit Of‘
many years will be strong and solid still. Those
whose early years have been filled with excesses
muy be converted in a nighttime, but with what ’
anxiety and fear we watch them. Kept under i
right conditions of moral temperature, they stand |
firm, but too often, when subjected to the burning |
heat of temptation, their Christian purpose melts “

i
\
!
|

away.—Dickinson.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw amap of Palestine, showing the Philistine
plain and the mountain region occupied by Israel, |
and locating Mizpeh, Aphek, Beth-el, Gilgal, Ra-
mah, ete....Show the condition of Israel when
Samuel arose to power as an illustration of a peo-
ple in need of revival, without ordinances, organ-
ization, or power, subject to the world, and in sin,
cte....Show the steps which Samuel took to bring
about a revival....Show the results of a revival:
(1) Reformation; (2) Opposition of the world;
(3) Power over the world; (4) The fuvor of God;
(5) Strength in God’s cause....The character of |
Samuel as here shown ... Practical duties for us |
all: (1) Trust ; (2) Repentance from sin ; (3)

(4) ——.

g

References.
Freeman’s Hanpsook. (With connecting vers .)
Ver, 3: Ashtaroth, 304. Ver. 4: Baalim, 222,
Ver. 12: Monumental stones, 49.

OPTIONAL HMYMNS,
No. 1.
Come and Worship.
Lord, we come before thee now.
How firm a foundation,
Fear not.
Jesus, Lover of my soul

No. 2,
Hear thou my prayer.
Father, to thee my soul 1 lift,
Whenever trials press my soul.
Forth to the fight.
Go forward, Christian Soldier.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]
1. For what did Samuel gather the people to
Mizpeh ¢t For a service of confession.
2. What was the great lesson which in substance

| Samucl here taught them ¢ ¢¢ Cease to do evil §

learn to do well,”

3. What was the result of this new consecra-
tion? A victory for Israel,

4. In what words did Samucl recognize this di-

vine help? Gowpen Texr: ¢ Hitherto hath
the Lord,”” ctc.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,

64. What is worship?

The service of adoration, praise, thanksgiving
and prayer, which intelligent creatures owe to
God.

65. What do you mean by adoration and praise?

The reverent acknowledgment of the Divine
majesty and perfections and works.

-

B. C. 1095.)

LESSON VI. SAUL CHOSEN KING.

[Nov. 10.

GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice. Psalm 07, 1,

Authorized Version. *‘

1 Sam. 10, 17«27, [Commit to memory verses |

24, 25.] |

[Study conncetion in chaps. 9 and 10.] i

17 And Sam'u-el ealled the people togetlier unto |

the Lorp to Miz'peh [

18 And said unto the children of Is'ra-cl, Thus

saith the Lorp God of Is'ra-el, 1 brought up Is'-

ra-¢l out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the

hand of the E-gyp'tians, und out of the hand of all
kingdoms, and of them that oppressed you:

19 And ye have this day rejected your God, who

himself saved you out of all ‘your adversities and |

Revised Version.

17 And Sam'u-el ealled the people together unto
18 the Lorb to Miz-puh ; and hesaid unto the ¢hil-
dren of Is ra-cl, Thus saith the Lorp, the God
of Is'ra-cl, T brought up lIs'ra-el out of E'gypt,
and I delivered you out of the hand of the
E-gyp'tians, and out of the hand of all the king-
19 doms that oppressed you : but ye have this day
rejeeted your God, who himself saveth you out
of all your calamities and your distresses ; and
ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king over
us,  Now therefore present yourselves before
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your tribulations ; and ye havesaid unto him, Nay, |
but set a king over us. Now therefore present |
yourselves before the Loxp by your tribes, and by
your thousands.

20 And when Sam'‘u-el had caused ail the tribes |
of Is'ru-¢l to come near, the tribe of Ben'ju-min was |
taken,

91 When he had caused the tribe of Ben'ju-min
to come near by their tumilies, the family of Mu'tri |
was taken, and Saul the son of Kish was taken :
and when they sought him, he could not be found

99 Therefore they inquired .ul' the Lorp further, |
if the man should yet come thither, And the Lorp
answered, Behold, he hath hid himsclf umong the
stuff.

23 And they ran and fetched him thence: and
when he stood among the people, he wus higher
than any of the people from bis sheoulders and up-
ward,

24 And Sam‘u-el said to all the people, See ye
him whom the Lorp hath chosen, that there i
none like him among ull the \n-uplcf And all the
people shouted, and said, God suve the king.

95 Then Sam'u-el told the people the manner of
the kingdom, and wrote i in a book, and laid it
up before the Lorp.  And San'u-cl sent all the peo- |
ple away, every man to his house.

26 And Saul also went home to Gib'e-ah and |
there went with him a band of men, whose hearts |
God had touched.

97 But the children of Be'li-al gaid, How shall |
this man save us? And they despised him, and |
brought him no presents. But he held his peuce. |

TIME.—B. (. 1005. PLACE.—Miz
the tribe of Benjamin,a “holy place,” which
shared with Gilgal and Beth-cl the reverence of the
people. RULERS.—The period of the judges

in

was now drawing to i's close, Down to this date
the social order of the nution had been preserved
primarily by the priesthood gnd hereditary *“el-
ders,” chiefs of clans, Now and then a “man of
God” appeared to call idolatrous backsliders to
the true worship. And now and then a strong-
willed hero liberated some portion of the Ioly
Land from erucl invaders, whom God had used
as instruments of punishment, But there was yet
“pno king in Israel,” and *‘every man did that
which was right in his own eyes.,” DOCe
TRINAL SUGGESTION.—The kingdom of
God.
HOME READINGS.

M. Saul chosen king. 1 Sam, 10, 17-27.

Tu. The people’s desire. 1 8am. 8. 1-0.

W, Saul indicated, 1 8am. 9.15-22,

Th. Anointing of Saul. 1 8am. 10. 1-9,

F. Samuel’s exhortation. 1 Sam. 12, 615,

S. Laws for the king. Deut, 17. 14-20.

8. Christian loyalty. 1 Peter 2. 11-17.

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 277, New Canadian Hymnal,
“ather, bless our school to-day 3

Be in all we do and say.

the Loxp by your tribes, and by your thou-
20 sands. So Sam‘u-el brought ull the tribes of
Is'ru-¢l near, and the tribe of Ben’ja-min was

| 21 taken. And he brought the tribe of Ben'ju-min

neur by their families, und the family of the
Ma'trites was taken : and Saul the son of Kish
was taken ; but when they sought him, he could

22 not be found. Therefore they asked of the Lown
further, Is there yet a man to come hither!
And the Lorp answered, Behold, he hath hid

23 himself among the stuff. And they ran und
fetched him thence ; and when he stood among
the people, he was higher thun any of the peo-

24 ple from his shoulders and upward, AndSam'-
u-cl said to all the people, See ye him whom
the Lorp hath chosen, that there is none like
hLim among ull the people?  And all the people
shouted, and suid, God save the king.

25 Then Sam'u-¢l told the people the manner of
the kingdom, and wrote it ina book, und laid
it up before the Lorp.  And Sam’u-el sent all

26 the people away, every man to his house. And
Saul also went to his house to Gib'e-ahj and
there went with him the host, whose hearts God

o7 had touched. But eertain sons of Be'li-al said,
Tow shall this man save us? “And they despised
him, and brought him no present. But he held
his peace.

No. 317, New Canadian Hymnal.

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Doth his successive journcys run.

No. 6, New Canadian Hymnal.
Oh, worship the King all-glorious above!
Oh, gratefully sing his power and his love!

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR STUDENTS,
1. God rejected, v. 17-10.

What had taken place at a former gathering of
the people at Mizpeh ?

Why were the people ealled together again?

Of what did the Lord remind them?

Of what ingratitude did he aceuse themn ?

To what did he summon them?

What is the GoLpen Texr?
2. Saul chosen, v. 20-27,

Ilow was the choice of u king made?

On what other occasion was the same conrse
taken? (Josh. 7. 16-18.)

On whom did the lot now fall?

Why was Saul absent when chosen 1

Where was the new king discovered ?

What especially distinguished him  from his
brethren ?

THow did Samuel introduce him to the people !

What was their response?
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What instruetion wus-gi\‘en by Sumu;:l I‘n.:gurdi !—*” What record Vdidiémuuel make ?

to the new government ¢ |

Who went home with Saul ?
How was Suul received by the people ¢

|
| How did the sons of Belial treat him ?
Of w ift e bee! ' 4
Practical Teachings. ! < .‘; ;\hut would gifts have been a proof? (1 Kings
| 421,
| What did Saul do?

" Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we tuught —

1. That government is ordained for God ?

2. That civil rulers are God’s servants ?

8. That we should honor those in authority 1

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. The cluims of God's goodness ?
2. The sin of ingratitude ?
3. The lohg-suffering patience of God ? |

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

SCHOLARS. |
1. God rejected, v. 17-19, ! QUESTION'S FOR YOUNGER
What assembly did Samuel call ? i ) SCHOLARS.
Whose message did he give to Israel # What did the Israelites ask of Samuel ?
What had the Lord done for them ? Why was this wrong !
How had they treated hin ¢ | To whom did Samuel turn for wisdom?
When bud they first rejected the Lord # (1 8am, | What did the Lord tell him to do ¢
8. 4-7.) What did Samuel tell the people ?
What were they commanded to do ? Did they still want a king?  Why ?
What King now rules the carth? (Govoex Whom did the Lord send to Samuel 2
TexT.) What had he chosen 8aul to be?
2. Saul chosen, v. 20-27. \\:hcrc did Samuel eall a myctingl.
What tribe of Tsruel was choson 1 What was to be done at this meeting?
Out of this tribe what family was chosen ? \\:hnm 1-Ii1l Samuel solemnly choose to be king?
What person was scleoted at lust ? ] \\.h:\t 41!‘| !‘]I(‘ penplc‘cry. when they saw him ¢
How had Saul been before pointed out? {Verses \ “_h“t d"} h::muvl wEhe in h'mk,!
1-6.) | \\.Iwrc did Baul go after the meeting ?
What inquiry was made of the Lord ? Were all the people pleased #
Why?
What answer was given ¢ i
What was Saul’s personal appearance 2 | Remember--
What said Samuel to the people? If we will have onr way we shall have troubles
What was their answer ¢ God's way is the only right and safe way,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

The king for Isracl had been chosen by the Lord, and anointed by his prophet, in the person ofa young
man of Benjamin, Saul the son of Kish, and now follows the public recognition ofthe new monarch, An
assembly of the people is called at Mizpeh, a place of sacred memories, both of disaster and of deliver-
ance, and there, with the * stone of help,” Eben-ezer, before them, the people meet with their God and
his faithful prophet. They are reminded of all God’s mercies and his care, of Egyptian waves rolling
asunder in their path, of Canaanite scepters broken over them, of God’s constant watchfulness, and
of their own ingratitude. Then they are bidden draw near and witness God’s grace in giving them
what they now desire, a king. The princes of the twelve tribes approach, the lot is cast, and Ben-
Jjamin, the least of all the tribes in influence, is chosen. The elders of Benjamin come forward, the lot
is again taken, and the tribe family of Mutri is selected. Thus the choice is narrowed down, amid the
increusing interest of the throng, until at last the name of Saul, the son of Kish, is called forth as the
chosen king of Israel. While all are eager for his coming, he sits in seclusion, with sincere modesty
and alarm that he, the young farmer of Gibeah, should be called upon to dircet a nation in the erisis of
its history. By divine direction his hiding place is discovered, and he is brought forth unwillingly,
Standing before the host,.he looms up like a giant with broad shoulders and mighty frame, with all the
majesty of a king in his appearance. As the venerable prophet, representing the nation’s past, takes
the hand of the youthful sovereign, whose face is turned toward its future, the air rings with the ery,
““God suve the king!” 'The principles of the new government are procluimed and the constitution of
the realin is recorded, and then the memorable assembly closes. A company of followers, touched with
the enthusiasm of the hour, accompany King Saul back to his home at Gibeah, but a larger number
utter their murmurs of displeasure at the choice, and hold themselves aloof from offering the tokens of
loyalty. Rut Saul passes over the murmurings, as if he heard them not, and calmly awaits his hour,
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17. Samuel, In this lesson
prophct-judge appears in the noblest attitude—as
oie who nssists in the revolution which is to take
from himself the supreme power and bestow it
upon another. Called the people. The king
had already received a private appointment, but
the divine choice was now to be publicly indi-
cuted and the king to be accepted by his people.
Unto the Lord.
that the ark was present; but the assembly wus
in & peculiar degree in God's presen and its re-
sult under his direction. Mizpeh. As the
place where God had already met his people and
given them vietory, and also because it was in a
central loeation, (1) ¢ is well for any people when
the Lovd is present at their political gatherings.

18. Said unto the children of Israel, It

was partly a representative body, with the elders |

and heads of the tribes 3 partly popular, many of
the people being present, encamped, and to some
extent wimed.  ‘Thus saith the Lord., Samuel
spoke with dircet iuspiration and with the au-
thority of God's representative.  (2) 1le speaks
with power twho can speak in God's mame, 1

brought up Israel. The exodus from Egypt is |
everywhere referred to as the birth of the nation |

and as the first great exhibition of God’s peculiar

interest in Isruel as lis own people. Delivered |
you. The deliverance. was wholly divine; no !

human
brought it to pass.
kingdoms.
the Moabites and Amorites east of Jordan, and the
Canagnites, in whose land they were then dwell-
ing. Them that oppressed you. The Syri-
ans, Midianites, Philistines, and other surround-
ing tribes, who had at various times oppressed Is-
rael during the period of the judges. From all
these foes God had given them deliverance by
raising up men like Ehud, Gideon, and Samuel.
(8) Every nation can show God’s hand in its his-

statesmanship or courage could have
Out of the hand of all

tory.
19. Rejected your God. By rejecting God's
plan of self-government, which would have trained

the nation up to individual character and personal |

Ye have said, Though the king-
not of God, yet

godliness,
dom was the choice of the people
God would give them their desi
rule their error to the interest of his causc. Pre«
sent yourselves, Arrange in systematic order
for the casting of the lot. Before the Lord.
Not neeessarily before the ark, but in the presence
of the prophet Samuel as his representative, By
your tribes, These were represented by their
twelve princes, among whom the lot was first cast.
Your thousands. The division of the tribes,
according to the sons or families of the tribe father.

20, 21. To come near. The representa-
tives pussed in order, and in some wiay—probubly
through the medium of the high pricst—the choice

the |

| (Judg. 20), was chosen.

It is not necessary to suppose |

! fore the Lord?”

The Amalekites in the wilderness, |

wnd still over- |
| (5) Popular applause is easily won and as easily lost.

of God was manifested. Benjamin, This wus
the smallest of the tribes, having its home between
the territory of Judah and that of Ephraim. By
their families. The heads of the cluns of Ben
jumin next appeared, and that of Matriy anew
family, which perhaps arose after the tribal war
The successive steps are
passed over, until, in the family of Kish, Saul
. . . wastaken. Ile hud already been anointed
king in private, and knew what the result of the
public choiee would be. Could not be found,
1e had hidden, out of diffidence and modesty, em-
barrassed at the sudden summons to 8o high a po-
sition. Perhaps, too, he was alarmed as he saw the
tokens of God's displeasure at the people’s desire

| for a king. (4) Modesty well becomes those who are

called to important stations.

22, Inquired of the Lord, Perhaps through
the high priest, by the means provided in the law.
If the man, cte. Literally, “hus there yetu
man come hither?”—that is, is there any other
person (meaning Saul) present besides those * be-
It was an inquiry whether Saul
was present or was to be sought for at home.
Among the stuff. In the bagguge of the assem-
bly, which was generally placed in the center of
the eamp.

23. Ran and fetched him. The whole
proceeding was in haste and with enthusiasm. He
was highers A young man of noble presence,
just such u one in appesrance a8 they would choose
for a king. It was an age when leaders stood in
the forefront of the battle, and a giant would be
conspicuous before his friends and strike terror to
In the Mohammedan traditions Saul is
known only by the name Thalat, ¢ the tall.”

24. Whom the Lord hath chosen. God
had chosen indeed, but chosen according to their
idea of a king, not according to his own for if
God had seleeted a man according to his own will,
he would have failed to meet the popular desire,
None like him. In majesty of appearance,
giving instant popularity. Ile Liad also at that
time humility of character and nobleness of mind,
and when the opportunity came he showed energy
in action. But he was a creature of impulse, and

his foes,

| soon became dominated by evil passions. God

save the king. Rather, “Let the king live!”

(6) Better the abiding favor of God than the tran-
sient regard of man.

25. Told the people. Ina public address
The manner of the kingdom, The principles
of the new kingdom, with the respective duties of
king and people toward ench other and toward
God. Thus this was a limited monarchy ; and,in-
deed, the Israclite throne was never despotic in its
theory, like most of the oriental monarchies.
Wrote it in a book. This might be called the
constitution of the state. It has, of course, been
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lost, and no copy of it is known. But its prinei

ples can be traced in the after history. Before |
the Lord. Not in the ark, but among the ar- |
chives of the nution, in the care of the priests, |
Sent all the people away. It would appear |

that before the dismission the rulers and elders
brought their presents to the new-made king.

26. Saul also went home, Ile did not as-
sume the royal state und power, but wisely waited
for circumstances to demand his action. In this
he doubtless acted by advice of Samuel, and so con-
ciliated the favor of the people.  (T) Let us not be
in haste to demand all our rights and privileges
(Phil. 4. 5). To Gibeah, A Lill four miles
north of where Jerusalem afterward stood § the
home of Saul’s fumily, Band of men, Volun-
tary followers, giving their service
honor, and the nucleus of an army.  Whose
hearts God had touched. They were filled
with the enthusiasm of the hour, and followed the
new king under a noble impulse of loy alty. (8)
The best workers in a cause ave those whose hearts
God has touched.

a guard of |
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27. Children of Belial, This should not
be tuken us a proper name, but is a Hebrew ex-
| pression for ** worthless people,” gencrally refer-
ring to the wicked and unbelicving. They are
here named in contrast with the *band” of the
previous verse.  How shall this man, They
represented a large and powerful minority, prob-
ubly from the haughty and turbulent tribe of
Ephraim, who resented the appointment of a king
from the insignificant Benjamites, Despised
him. Looked upon him with contempt. Brought
| him no presents, The customary gift, as the

token of homage and acknowledgment of a higher

authority over the possessions and serviee of the
subject. Kle held his peace. Literally, * he
was as being deaf.”  [le took no notice of the mal-
contents, not from scorn, but from prudence; pass-
ing by the slight that he might win the allegiance
of the scorners. It is evident that there wasa
widespread disaffection, a reaction from the enthu-
sinsm of the assemibly, that seriously threatened
“ the stability of the new government.

* CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 17. And Samuel called the people
together, llc had been urged to this step hy
the elders of Isrucl (1 Sam. 8, 4). It is probable
that all voters were invited to this general ussem-
bly—that is, all males over twenty years of
(see Num. 1. 8).  We nced not think that eve ¥
body who had a right to vote attended.  Suul had
been anointed already (1 Sam. 10, 1), but that
was privately, and now the time had come for a
formal public ratification. David was anointed
three times (1 Sam. 16, 32 Bam, 2 43 6.
und Solomon twice (1 Chiron, 20, 22), Saul was
chosen, it scems, by lot; some other kings by a
direct vote of the people, as Jeroboam (1 Kings
12. 20) and Josiah (2 Kings 21. 24). Unto the
Lord to Mizpah, This implics that Mizpah
had a sanctuary, that Jehovah met his people at
this place. Even if the ark was not at Mizpah, it is
evident that, like Beth-cl, Gilgal, Shechem, und
Shiloh, it was a sacred place, where priestly fune-
tions were performed. For the location of Mizpah
sce last lesson,

18. I brought up Israel out of Egypt. |

There is emphasis on the pronoun 1" 1t is not
usual to write the personal pronouns in Iebrew,
as the person iy sufficiently indicated by the form
of the verb.  Notice, therefore, the use of * 1" and
“ye ‘7 brought up, but ye have this day,”
¢te.  As much as to say: “1the Lord have done
all for you that could be done, more than any
earthly king unaided by me could possibly do.
Why, then, do you desire this change " It was a
clear cuse of unbelief—lack of faith in the invisi-

[

hand of the Egyptians. * From the powerful
hands of the mightiest king on earth. Why, then,
should you fear the petty kings of Canaan 2 Qut
of the hand of all the kingdoms that op=
pressed you. ‘It is therefore strange that you
want to be like the nations whose kings you,
kingless as you are, have defeated.” 'This bitter
irony must have touched them, by reminding
them of the source of their power; their request
must have appeared ridiculous,

19. Rejected your God.  “ You have plainly
said, * We will not have Jehovah rule us [see 1
Sam. 8. 6], but we will have a military leader who
can goinand out beforeus’ " (18am. 8. 20 ; 12, 12),
The same unbelief has been eommon all through
the ages. How deceitful sin is! What a blinding
influence it has over man! Ilave we also not re-
jeeted the heavenly King often? But set a
king over wus. Somc one more warlike and
vigorous than Samuel; some one more just and
capable than his wicked sons. This demand
for a king does not at first sight appear unrea-
sonable, but it has in it unmistakable evidences
of ingratitude and unbelief, They forget what
Jehovah had done for them, and seem to doubt,
his ability to lead them in the future. God did
well for the Hebrews as long as they lived near
unto him ; is it possible that they fancied that a
king could bring prosperity to Isracl even if they
lived far from Jehovah?  In any ense, they delib-
erately selected the bad, not the good. Do not
fail to reud Sumuel’s picture of an oriental despot
(1 Sam. 8, 10-18), What an awful portrait! But

ble Ruler. And I delivered you out of the

have we always coveted the best! Presemt

|




650 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. [Nov. 10,
yourselves, Since you must act unwisely, make | S8amuel, the scer, might have made direct use of

ready for the eclection before the Lord. That
is, .at his sanctuary. By your tribes. Each
tribe was divided into thousands, hundreds, fifties,
and tens, over which there were captains (see
Exod. 18. 25). By your thousands. Thou-
sands and families, or group of families, are used
synonymously (see 1 Sam. 10, 21 23, 23).

20. And the tribe of Benjamin was
taken. Benjamin was naturally the smallest of
all the tribes (Num. 1, 87); besides, it had been
almost annihilated in wur (Judg. 20. 46). The
selection of Benjamin would therefore not be s
liable to arouse jealousies as if it had been one of
the more important and larger- tribes. The selec-
tion was most probably by lot. The custom of
determining by lot was very ancient, not only
among the Hebrews, but among other nations, as
we learn from Homer, Herodotus, Cicero, Tacitus,
and many others. Indeed, it was commanded in
the selection of the scapegoat (Lev. 16, 8), and was
divinely guided and approved on other occasions
(Prov. 16, 83; Acts 1. 26). The land of
Canaan was divided by lot (Josh. 18, 10)3 Achan
was thus discovered (Josh. 7. 14); so was Jon-
athan (1 Sam. 14. 42). The manner’ of casting or
drawing lots differed § sometimes lots were drawn
from a vessel (Num. 33, 54). The Urim und
Thummim (Num. 27. 21) and the ephod (1 Sam.
93. 6) were used like lots, to find out the will of
the Lord.

21. Family of the Matrites. This family
is nowhere else mentioned, though the chiefs of
Benjumin are given in Num. 26. 38, . It is possi-
ble that the text is corrupt, and that we should
read * Bikrites,” that is, the descendants of Becher,
instead (see 1 Chron. 7. 6). Saul. . . was taken.
There is evidently an ellipsis here. The German
new version, following the Septuagint, reads thus :
«8o he brought the family of the Matrites one by
one; so Saul was taken.” The process seems to
have been as follows: Tribes, thousands, heads
of families, then the entire family., He could

not be found. Though man may hide, he can- |
not escape the all-secing eye of God. Saul was |

aware of what was coming, but, diffident by na-
ture, conscious of the great responsibility about to
fall upon him, and fully aware of his own wenk-
ness, he instinctively dreads the duties more than
he desires the honors inseparably conneeted with
royalty, and would fuin refuse the crown with all
its glory., Great natures never crave high offices.
Happy the land where men have to be urged to
accept high offices, whether in Church or in State,
and where the office seeker is rejected ; but woe be
to the man who will not do the work which the
Lord puts upon him.

22, Therefore they asked of 'Le Lord
further. How, we know not. Perhaps by the
Urim and Thummim or the ephod (see above), or

his prophetic gifts, as in the case of the strange
asses (1 Sam. 9. 6, 20). Is there yet a man to
come hither? Are all the sons of Kish present,
or is there one at hand? Among the stuff,
The carts and the articles usually tuken on jour-
neys. Such trappings or buggage would be piled
in one place, and for greater safety in the center
of the camp.

23. He was higher than any of the peo-
ple. A ling figure, pi every-
where, well ealculated to inspire his subjects with
respect and to fill his enemies with terror and dis-
may. The ancients were very fond of selecting
men of gigantic stature and strength as their
rulers, Homer, speaking of Ajax, says: * He
towers over all with head and shoulders broad.”
Compare also the following line from the Latin
poet: * Outtops the foremost chieftains by a
head.”

24. Whom the Lord hath chosen. The
Lord always selects the very best man he can find.
e has done so all through the ages; he does so
still. The very best men in the world are in our
churches. Though net always perfect, they are
greatly superior to those on the outside. If the
church be low in a community, what of those out-
side ofit? The fact, however, that Saul was di~
vinely selected for his office did not insure his
continuance in God’s favor. New duties arise
every day. Only those who perform them man-
fully can hope to please God and continue in his
favor. The diffident, timid Saul becomes a dis-
obedient, irritable monarch, e disregards the
heavenly voice and fails ignominiously. Lack of
faith in God and disobedience to his commands
will result in the same dismal failure to-day. All
the people shouted., The applause seemcd
universal. We know, however (verse 27), that
there were some malcontents. God save the
King. Or, more literally, as in the margin, * Let
the king live.” This wus a current phrase (see
1 Kings 1. 25; 2 Kings 11, 125 2 Chron. 23, 11).

25. The manner of the kingdom. The
charter or the constitution of the kingdom, And
wrote itin a book. Rather, *“in the book.” It
is supposed that this was a copy of Deut. 17. 1-20.
And laid it up before the Lord. The book
of the law wus kept ** by the side of the ark of
the covenant? (Deut. 81. 26). New covenunts
und important documents would be deposited, per-
haps, in the same place. )

26. Gibeah. Gibeah means * hill,” and is 80
rendered in verse 5. It was the home of Saul,and
situated five miles northeast of Jerusulem und two
miles from Ramah, the home of Samuel. And
there went with him the host. Thesoldiers,
or mighty men of war, his bodyguurd, Whose
hearts God had touched. Men who recogs

nized the election of Saul us directed by the Lord.
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When the Lord has u great work for some one te
do, he never fails to touch hearts to sympathize
with and help that one,

27. Sons of Belial. Belial is not a proper
name, and should have been transluted ever
where in the Old Testament,  The revisers ha
been singulurly inconsistent in regard to the word.,
It means “a trifler” or “a worthless person,” one
notoriously wicked and degraded. In the New Tes-
tument it is a synonym of Satun. They o . «
brought him no present.. This was virtual re-
bellion and refusal to recognize his authority (see
2 Sam. 8, 2-65 1 Kings 10, 25). He held his
peace. Literally,*he was us one deaf.” Great
men cun always afford to be patient,  The forcign
cnemy will soon come, then Suul will unite all
Isruel and by his prowess will justify the divine
selection, ratified by the people at Mizpah,

Analytical and Biblical Outline,

The Two Kings of Israel,
1. Tne Resectep Kixe,

1. Personal. 7%e Lord God. v. 18,
I'am the Lord thy God. Exod. 20. 2,

No God but me. Hos. 13, 4.

2. Gracious. Brought up. v, 18,
Plenteous in merey,  Psulm 103, 8.
Keepeth covenant and merey, Deut. 7, 9.

3. Almighty. D.livered you. v.18.

Lord God omnipotent. Rev, 19, €.
Thine is the greatness. 1 Chron. 29, 11,

4. Omniscient, Jle hath hid. v,
Eyes of the Lord, Prov. 15, 3.
Nuked and open, Heb. 4. 18,

I1. Tue Cnosen Kina,

1. Origine Benjamin. v. 20,
Swallext of the tribes. 1 Sam, 9, 21.
Little in thine own sight. 1 Sam. 15, 17,

2. Appenrance, None like him. v. 24,
Outward appearance, 1 Sam. 16, 7.

Not your thoughts, Tsa, 55, 8,

3. Limitations. 7he manner. v, 25.

A copy of the law, Deut. 17, 18,
Meditate thercin, Josh, 1, 8, 0.

4. Tact, Held his peace.
As a deaf man, heard not.  Psalm 38, 13
Be not rash with thy mouth, Keeles,

Thoughts for Young People,
God’s Relation to His People.
1+ As God spoke to his people through the me-
dium of his own appointed prophet, so God speaks
to us through his written word,  (Verse 17.)
2. God is ever present at the gatherings of his
people, so that every meeting of his Church is be-
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terest iny and care over, his people, delivering them
| from enemies and guiding them in their way,
(Verse 18.)

4. God’s interest in his people has not been be-
cuuse of their worthiness, but in spite of their faith-
lessness toward him.  (Verse 19.)

5. Even when his people have shown them-
selves unworthy, God still cares for them and
adapts his plans to their imperfections. (Verses
19, 20,)

« God sometimes permits his people to follow
| their own ways, that by experience they may learn
[ to submit the more willingly to his counsel,
(Verse 24.)

Lesson Word-Pictures,

A king of Israel is to be chosen this duy !

| All Isracl is gathered for this very purpose.
| From beyond the fords of the Jordan, from the
| south country, from Esdraclon’s plain, from the
hillslopes of Ephraim, the people have rallied. It
is o very serious gathering. ** Present yourselves
before the Lord,” was Samuel’s command.  In the
presence of' God, that solemn presence, the choice
of a king will be made,

What excitement attends this solemn mass meet-
ing! Where is the man to be picked out as king ?
In what tribe, what family ¢ People are looking
round, looking at the first fumilies, thinking what
afine king some well-known, fumous man would
make.

And how many well-known mighty men from
the first families of the land may swell with a sense
of their importance as they think that the choice
may come their way, and how fitting it would be !

As the choice is by lot, and there is such a possi-
bility as this, that the lot may slip over the noted
men and drop down on the heid of some unknown
person, the oceasion is all the more interesting.

First, a tribe will be taken. Which one? Ju-
dah, that leader, or—how gre

at is the suspense!
Every eye is turned toward Samuel, e casts the
lot, and Benjamin is taken. Now let Benjamin
alone mass its families before Samuel,  Of course,
the leading family will be noticed. This, though,
{ is a lot 1o be cast, and ro one ean suy where the
choice will fall—and it falls upon—speak louder,
Samuel !

Matri !

Who is Matri ?

What a buz

But, hush!

The'end is not reached yet.  Samuel soon reaches
it, though; the king is Saul, the son of Kish!
Louder, Samuel!  Names are not familinr,

Saul, the son of Kish? Who is Kish? Who is
Saul? Anybody know about Saul? Bring him

g there is everywhere !

fore the Lord.  (Verse17.) |
3. God has, in every age, shown a peeuliar in- |

out! Find him!
He cannot be found !
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A nobody has been chosen, und he is nowhere !

1las anyone seen King Suul, the son of Kish?

Perhaps hie is on some kind of throne ulready,
his father's family, his neighbors bowing to him.

No, he is found in “the stuff!” People have
made a collection of the baggage they brought with
them, and the new king is hiding therc.

It may take some time to get King Timidity out
of the stuff, for his arms are long and his legs arc
longer—why, what a magnificent physique he has!
And when he is hurried before the people waiting
80 anxiously to see their king, he is * higher than
any of the people from his shoulders and upward ! ”

Everybody struggles up to get a8 near a view as
possible, the taller and the stronger having the
preference, but the king overtops everybody.

Samuel points at him. None like this chosen of
theLord! What a shout goes up, rolling on like a
wave, gathering size and strength, rolling grander,
the applauding ery of a vast multitude, the huzzuh
of u nation, * God save the king!”

Such a day!

samuel instruets the people about the kingdom
that now has a head, writes down these instructions,
and then lays the roll before the Lerd. Then he
dismisses the people to their homey; King Saul
goes home also. Loyal hearts make a bodyguard
and go with Saul. There are hearts of Belial,
though, that sneer, that bring no gifts to the king.

0, wise Saul!

1o was to all this as a deaf man, If he had been
always as wise, not only deaf, but dumb too, and
blind! O for these three window-shutters against
many things said and done!

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
Samuel called the people together at Mizpeh.
The religious unity of the nation had been de-
stroyed. Samucl held cireuit court at Bethel, Gil-
gul, and Mizpeh, Ile lived at Ramuh, Ile now

was resorted to. On the day of atonement two he-
goats were selected, and then two tablets made of
boxwood were used to scleet by lot which one of
the two should be offered. The several tribes were
distributed in Pulestine by lot, and men were se-
lected as warriors by this method. Various other
matters were determined by lot, such as settlement
of disputes, detecting eriminals, and choosing
priests from wmong twenty-four families.  Yet
they inquired of the Lord further for the indi-
vidual to bemade king. Thisis the technical phrase
when the resort was had to the Urim and Thum-
mim placed inside the high priest’s breastplate.
They were distinet from the twelve stones in the
breastplate, being placed within the folds of the
double chosken. Egyptian judges used to wear two
figures—truth and justice—and a symbol of light
has been found over the heart of mummies. The
Iebrews were not allowed to use any images of’
anything, not even on their banners. The substi-
tute was a white diamond, or white erystal, on
which was inseribed ** Jehovah.” Thehigh priest,
wearing two such stones, named ** lights”” and
“ perfections,” went before the Lord, and, gazing
at these, beeame absorbed in devout contemplation,
which enabled him to reach an cestatic condition
in which e was supposed to aseertain the mind or
will of Jehovah in the special case.

Ferse 25, Samuel told the people the manner of’
the kingdom. This suggests the contrast between
this limited monarchy, wherein the king was
restrained by a constitution, and the usual oriental
despotic rule, whercin the property of all his vassals
or retainers is liable to be scized for his own pleas-
ure without compensation, and all their servants
and euttle subjeet to be impressed into royal serv-
ice with or without pay. Thus, too, all the military
officers, all the cultivators of royal estates, all the
employees in the royal arsenal, all the atlackés of
the royal houschold, and many other classes have

| no personal or politieal rights, but are all at the

proceeded to organize the nation, and this national |

assembly was called, composed of Israclites not
under twenty years of age who had not forfeited
their privileges, und ulso of foreigners, who had the
right of representution under certain conditions,
He dirceted them to come by tribes and by thou-

sands. This was after the political divisions of |

Moses. ‘The natural tribal line was one of consan-

|

guinity of tribes, fumilies, clans, and individuals. |

Moses made o numerieal division Dy thousands,
like the theoretical number of a regiment in our
military organization,

The selection was made by lots, & common form |

of reaching decisiows among orientals,  One mode
was for the judge to sit with an urn or cap in his
lap, into which the lot was east, The 1lnbrews
accepted this as o solemn ordeal, fully belicving
that God gave the decision. The people were
called to sanctify themselves before this method

|

merey of the whim of the king. Life itself is sub-
jeet to the royal command, without any forms of
trial or justice, Few persons can faney, without
protracted study, the chicanery, the plots and
counterplots of those connected with the civil and
political life of the individuals connected with it,
as o consequence of this absolute despotism. All
this obtains in our day in the Turkish Empire and
in all royal houscholds among the remnants of the
despotie governors of India,  According to Smith's
Dictionary it was the custom of Israel to kecp
greatly important documents and records and his-
torical naratives by the side of the ark, and it is
snggested that this charter limiting the kingly
power was placed there,

Terse 27, The children of Belial brought no
presents. No oriental, at least in India, goes into
the presence of a superior in any formal way with-
out carrying some gift. 1t may be only u basket
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of fruit or vegetables; it may be coin, which he | mutual relations of king and people. ..

presents on a cloth or handkerchief. Europeans
get into the habit of declining the money, merely
touching it and making a salam, the usual gesture
of salutation. This applies to all presents of value,
except on state occusions, partly or mainly because
the courtesies of the case require that a more valu-
able present be given in return. The writer was
present on the greatest state oceusion of all modern
times, at Agra, India, when after the mutiny the
country was taken under the direet control of the
British crown and the old Eust India Compuny
dissolved.  All the native princes of the lund were
summoned to the presence of the newly appointed
viceroy, 8ir John Lawrence. The |
pomp of the oceasion ecould not be deseribed in a
volume. One feature of it consisted in the presen-
tation of gifts from the new viceroy in return for
those already made to him by these representatives
of royalty, some of whom occupied thrones on
which members of their blood line had sat in un-
broken suceession back to a point beyond the his-
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.What du-

| ties in public affairs are here shown ?

antry and |

tory of the British isles. What their  presents” |
were we had no means of knowing, but the first |

present in complimentary return of Sir John Law-
rence consisted of six elephants, seven Arab steeds,
Cashmere shawls worth fabulous sums, gold clocks,
and a vast array of other valuables, This was the
gift to but one of these, and there were eighty-four
of them, each of whom in order reccived handsome
gifts,

When these sons of Belial refused to bring pres-
ents, they announced thereby their revolt against
the new regency. They were not a tribe or elun,

but merely a worthless lot, a devilish set, as one |

might say, as Belial is not a name belonging to any
political or civil class, There was none such., But
there was this bad element, and it is quite charac-

teristic of the oriental civil and social order that |

there should be an outbreak of insubordinate
classes on just such a state occasion as this was,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Notice the connecting events with the last lesson,
the choice of Saulj tell the story, or call it out

from the scholars....Mizpeh, its location and the |
previous events occurring there....The purpose |
of this gathering....How God showed himself as |

Isracl’s King....The relations between God and
his people....The manner of Saul's appointment.
....His reception by the people....His friends
and his foes....His conduet and early character.
.- Note (1) God’s grace in this lesson ; (2) Sam-

uel’s spirit; (3) Saul's character ; (4) The people’s |

feeling....Samuel as the model of a public man,
showing (1) Fidelity to God ; (2) Love for his peo-

Blackboard,

LET THE EARTH REJOICE,

THE LORD REJECTED.
ISRAELITES | MEN TO-DAY
WISH TO
FOLLOW THEIR OWN WAYS
AND
REJECT
THE PROPHET.| THE SAVIOUR.

GOD SAYS:
" Protest solemnly “There is none other

unto them." | name + . . whereby we
must be saved."

" Neither are your ways my ways.”

THE LORD REIGNETH.

YESTERDAY.
‘“In the beginning God created.”
TO-DAY.
“The kingdom of heaven is within you.”
FOREVER.
‘“Every knee shall bow.”

References,

Freemax, (With conneeting verses,) ( hap. 09—

ple; (3) Submissiveness and unselfishness; (4) | Ver.7: Presents, 64. Ver. 11: Wells, 31, Ver. 18:
Loyalty to the king; (5) Spirit of order, showing | Thauks at meals, 670. Ver. 16: Coronation cere-
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mionies, 346, Ver. 25: Dwelling ¢-the housetop,
464, Ver. 26: Sleepingon the roof, 2013 eurly rising,
21, Chap. 10—Ver. 1: Oil vessel, 841 kissing as
an uct of homage, 427, Ver. 5: The pipe, 2003
schools of the prophets, 326; the psaltery, 432.

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 17-19. There is a verse in Psalms which
/51 “ He gave them their request, but sent lean-
ness into their souls.” The Lord teaches his chil-
dren sometimes by letting them have their own
way. John Ruskin says he learned obedience in
this way when he was very young. The steaming
ten wrn was brought in one night, and he eried for
it.. His mother said he must not touch it, but still
he called and screamed for the pretty thing. * Let
him touch it,” said the nother to the nurse; and
he did. It was the best lesson in obedience I
could possibly have had,” suid Ruskin. Hezekiah,
the king, when he reccived word that it was the
Lord’s will that he should die, besought him ear-
nestly that it should not be so. God lengthened
his life fifteen years, and a son born three years
after this prayer came to the throne when twelve
yeurs old, and for fifty-five years Jie ruled. He
was an exccedingly wicked man, as was his son
after him, so that for fifty-seven years Israel had
wicked rulers who * seduced them to do more
evil than the nations which the Lord destroyed.”
This was the result of Hezckinh’s will being done
instead of the Lord’s will being done.

Verses 20-25. The hiding of good men grows in-
creasingly difficult. Sooner or later, in the most
unexpected sort of way, the lot fulls on the quali-
fied man, and the scarch among the stuff begins.
Itis better that he should be there than almost
anywhere clse, for there is where the world has
learned to look. The best preparation for higher
things is always the faithful performance of the
things that lie nearest. The member of the House
of Commons who sneered at an opponent, * You
blacked my father’s boots!’ reccived an answer
that may well have heen given with honest pride,
“¥es: and did it well,”  Far from disqualifying
him, the humble work qualified him for the higher
serviee,— larton.

Verse 26. Goethe said: *“Tell me with whom
you associate, and T will tell you what you are.”
Saul’s heart must have been pure, or he would not
have sought such companions. A business man,
in refusing a young man as applicant for a place in
his office, said: ** 1 know nothing against him, ex-
cept that his chosen companions are wild, reckless
fellows ; and I learned long ago that it is safe to
judge a young inan by the compuny he keeps.”

Verse 27, Saul’s way of treating his enemies is
suggestive. ** He held his peace,” or, as the mar-
gin says, ** He was s though he had been deaf.”

Thie minister or politician who is wisely blind and
deaf concerning those who despise him has dis-
armed them at the outset.  Says Bishop Thobum
 We are never offended at one whom we consider
inferior to ourselves. We never take offense at u
child. To be sensitive to the slights of one ix to
acknowledge his superiority. Itis like suying that
we eare very much for his opinion. The best wuy
is never to know that one is slighted.”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

O for a thousand tongues tq sing.
Come, thou almighty King.
Praise for his greatness.

Child of a King.

Jesus shall reign.

No. 2.
Jesus, thou everlusting King.
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven.
Prince of peace.
The Triumph Song.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school. ]

1. Who wasthe first king of Israel?  Saul, the
son of Kish,

2. By whom was he appointed king? By the
Lord.

3. By whom was he anointed ?
prophet Samuel.

4, Where was bis appointment made known ¢
At an assembly of the people.

5. What was his appearance? He was the
tallest among the people.

6. Whatdid the people say when they saw him ?
¢ God save the king.”

7. Repeat the Gorbex Texr: ¢ The Lord
reigneth,?’ cte.

By the

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.

66. What is prayer?

Prayer is an offering up of our desires to God,
in the name of Christ, for things agreeable to His
will,

Psalm Ixii. 8

Daniel ix. 18 19.

67. What must always accompany prayer?!

Confession of our sins, and thankful acknow-

ledgment of God's mercies
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B. C. 1079, LESSON VII. SAUL REJECTED, [Nov. 17,

GOLDEN TEXT. To obey is better than sacrifice. 1 Sam, 15, 22,

Authorized Version.

"

1 Sam. 15. 1023, |Commit to MEMOry verses
10,11,

[Study connection in chap, 15.)

10 Then came the word of the Lorp unto Sam'-
u-el, saying,

11 It repenteth me that 1 have set up Saul #o be
king: for he is turned buck from following me,
and hath not performed my commandments,  And
it grieved Sam'u-¢l; and "he eried unto the Logrp
all night.

12 And when Sam'u-¢l rose early to meet Saul
in the morning, it wus told Sam'u-cl, saying, Saul
came to Car'mel, and behold, he set him up a place,
and is gone about, and passed on, and goue down
to Gil'gal,

13 And Sam'u-cl came to Saul: and Saul said
unto him, Blessed b thou of the Lorp: I have
pv.-rfurmui the commandment of the Lokn,

14 And Sam'u-el said, What meaneth then this
bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing
of the oxen which I hear?

156 And Saul said, They have brought them from
the Am'a-lek-ites : for the people spared the best
of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto the
Loro thy God ; and the rest we have utterly de-
stroyed.

16 Then Sam'u-el said unto Saul, Stay, and 1
will tell thee what the Lorv hath said to me this
night. And he said unto him, Say on.

17 And Sam'u-el smid, When thou wast little in
thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of
the tribes of Is‘ra-¢l, and the Lorp anointed thee
king over Is'ra-el

18 And the Lorp sent thee on a journey, and
said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Am‘a-
lek-ites, and fight against them until they be con-
sumed,

19 Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice
of the Lorp, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst
evil in the sight of the Lorn ¢

20 And Saul said unto Sam'u-el, Yea, T have
obeyed the voice of the Lorp, and have gone the
way which the Lorp sent me, and have brought
A'gag the king of Am’a-lek, and have utterly de-
stroyed the Am'a-lek-ites,

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and
oxen, the chief' of the things which should have
been utterly destroyed, to sucrifice unto the Lorp
thy God in Gil'gal.

22 And Sam'u-el said, Hath the Lorp as ¢great
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obey-
ing the voice of the Lorn ¢ Behold, to obey is bet-
ter than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of
rams,

23 For rebellion 4s as the sin of witcheraft, and
stubbornness és as_iniquity and idolatry. Because
thou hast rejeeted the word of' the Lown, he hath
also rejected thee from being king.

Revised Version,
10 Then came the word of the Lorp unto Sam'u-
11 el, saying, It repenteth me that 1 have set up Saul
to be king: for he is turned back from follow-
ing me, and hath not performed my command-
ments,  And Sam'u-el was wroth; and he eried
unto the Lorp all night. And Sam'u-cl rose
carly to meet Saul in the morning ; and it was
told Sam'u-¢l, saying, Saul came to Car'mel, and,
behold, he set him up & monument, and is gone
about, and passed on, and gone down to Gil'gal,
13 And Sam'u-cl came toSaul : and Saul said unto
him, Blessed be thou of the Lorn : T have per-
formed the commandment of the Lorn. And
Sum’u-el said, What meaneth then this bleating
of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the
5 oxen which I hear? And Saul said, They have
brought them from the Am'a-lek-ites: for the
people spared the best of the sheep and of the
oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lorp thy God ; and
the rest wo have utterly destroyed. Then Sam’-
u-cl suid unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee
what the Lorp hath said to me this night. And
he said unto him, Say on.  And Sam’u-el said,
Though thou wast little in thine own sight,
wast thou not made the head of the tribes of
Isracl? And the Lorp anointed thee king
18 over Isruel; and the Lorp sent thee on a jour-
ney, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sin-
ners the Am'a-lek-ites, and fight against themn
until they be consumed. Wherefore then didst
thou not obey the voice of the Lorn, but didst
fly upon the spoil, and didst that which was
evil in the sight of the Lorn? And Saul said
unto Sam'u-el, Yea, I have obeyed the voice of
the Lorp, and have gone the way which the
Lorp sent me, and have brought A'gag the king
of Am'a-lek, and have utterly destroyed the
21 Am'a-lek-ites, But the people took of the
spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the devoted
things, to sacrifice unto the Loro thy God in
22 Gil'gal. And Samuel said, Hath the Lorp as
great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the Lorn?  Behold,
to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken
23 than the fut of rams. For rebellion is as the
sin of witcheraft, and stubbornness is as idol-
atry and teraphim.  Beeause thou hast rejected
the word of the Lorn, he hath also rejected thee
from being king.

—
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TIME.—B. C. 1079; but exact chronology is
impossible.  PLACE.—Gilgal, in the Jordan
vulley ; the military headquarters of the nation,
RULER.—8aul had heen king for at least ten
years, But Sumuel, though never a priest, and not
now a judge, was evidently the strongest govern-

ing power in the Lind. He was “the father of
prophecy,” and had the confidence of the people
as the recipient of ** the word of the Lord;” but
his political influence wus altogether unique,
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION .—God's j g~
ment upon sin.
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IHOME READINGS,

1 Sam. 15, 10-23,
1 Sam, 13, 5-14.

1 Sam, 15, 24-51.
1 Sam. 28, 15-2

M. Saul rejected.
Z'u. A previous sin.
W, Result of disobedience.
7, The sentence confirmed,
F. The Lord’s requirement. Micah 6, 1-8.
S. Judgment on disobedience,  Prov. 1. 22

8. Obedience better than saerifice. Tsa. 1. 10-20,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 98, New Canadian Hymnal.

Depth of merey, can there bet

No. 67, New Canadian Hymnal.

Not all the blood of beasts.

No. 110, New Canadian Hymnal.
With broken heart and contrite sigh.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Rejected Word, v. 10-15,

Study Saul's reign from the time of Samuel’s fire-
well to this lesson.

Why did God repent having chosen Suul to be
king ¢

W hat is meant by God’s repenting ¢

What had been Samuel’s relations to the king
through these years !

Why did Samuel grieve so over God's messuge

Learn and tell all that you eun about the Ama-
lekites.

What false assurance did the king give the
prophet ?

What sign showed Samuel that this assurance
was false

What was the commandment to which Saul re-
ferred? (1 Sam. 15. 3.)

Had Saul broken the commandment in the let-
ter or the spirit?

Make a xketeh-map and trace the journeys of

Suul and Swmuel,

Why were the
tion ?

Turn the entire dialogue between Sumuel and
Saul into wmodern language.
2. The Rejected King, v. 16

How did Samuel interpret Saul’s action ?

How did Saul show that he knew thut he had
disobeyed in spirit 2 (Verse 21,)

With what serviee is God well pleased ¢

To what is rebellion compared ¢

What was the penalty ot Suul's disobedieice !

What is the GoLpex Text?

Read the rest of this chapter and study it in its
relation to this lesson,

Study the geography carefully,
Amalekites doomed to destrue-

Practical Teachings.

Where does this lesson teach—
1. That there is no hidden transgression?
2, That obedience is essentiul to acceptance with

Thut God’s rejection of us is based on our re-
_]u'LIl)H of him?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
The Rejected Word, v. 10-15.
What was Saul bidden to do? (Verse 3.)
How fully did he obey ? (Verses 7-9.)
Whose word came to Sumuel ¢
What was the message ¢
THow was Samucl affected thereby ?
What did Samuel hear about Saul in the morn-
ing?
What was Saul’s greeting to Sumuel ?
What question did Samuel ask ¢
What was the king’s answer ?
W hat is better for a sinner than making excuses ¢
(Psalm 32. 5.)
2. The Rejected King, v. 16-23.
Whose word did Samuel give to the king?
What question did Samuel ask Saul ?
What command had been given him ?
What did Samuel then ask ?
What did Saul say for himself?
Whom did he charge with disobedience?
What question did Samuel ask
What is better than any sacrifice
TexT.)
.To what did he liken rebellion ?
What sentence did he pronounce on Saul?
Why was this a just sentence ? (See 1 Sam. 2. 30.)

1.

(GOLDEN

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That &in cannot be hidden from God?
2. That God demands whole-hearted service ?
3. That to reject God is to be rejected by him?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What did Saul at first feel that he needed ?

Where ean we find wisdom ?  (James 1. 5.)

What change eame over him by and by ?

How did Saul’s life look on the day of' his coro-
nation ?

How did it finally end ¢

What was tlie cause of his failure ?

Whom did the Lord send Saul to fight against !

What did he tell him to do?

What did Saul win ?

How did he disobey the Lord ?

Was this wise?

Why not ¢

Who went to see Saul after the battle?
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What did Saul tell him ¢

Could he deceive Samuel ?

How did he try to excuse his sin ?
What did Samuel tell him ¢
What did he say God would do?

Remember—
All that God says we niust do,
It we would to him be true;
For we see with baby eyes—
God alone is great and wise,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement,
Saul has now ruled over Israel for about ten years,  The kingdom has been organized, a court is
assembled around the house of Saul at Gibeal, a standing army is arranged under command of Abner,
Suul’s unele, and the twelve tribes are all united under his throne, Outwardly the state is prosperous,

for the Philistines have Heen repelled, the Ammonites huve been driven back to their de

rts, and the

frontiers on every side are protected, But Saul has not fulfilled the early promise of his reign ; he has
grown arrogant, independent in his spirit, and no longer submits to the guidance of the prophet. The
hour has now come to avenge the wrongs of Amalek upon Israel and to execute the fierce wrath of the
Lord. Two hundred thousand armied men rally at the summons and fall upon the acenrsed people,
But, instead of obeying God’s command, they spare the King us a token of triumph angl the best of the

spoil under pretext of an offe
pose to act heneeforth according to his own will.

caled his disloyalty to the God of Tsrael and his pur-
Sumuel is bidden to utter the sentence of the true

King upon his recreant representative, All night long the aged prophet wrestles with his duty, but

with the morning he enters upon his sorrowful tusk,

He meets the vietorious army, driving before them

vast herds of cattle and flocks of sheep, the spoils of conquest, Soon the King appears, effusive in his
words of honor to the prophet and of congratulution to himself, A few words of stern rebuke, and his
mantle of self-righteousness falls, Ile is reveuled as the hypoerite, the rebel against the God of Tsrael,
the seeker after selfish rewards. In a burst of prophetic wrath Samuel proclaims the bigh principle
that ebedience to God's command is more acceptable than sacrifices upon his altar,  Saul, who has for-
feited his privilege us the anointed of God, hears the solemn sentence which sets him aside as the repre-
sentative of Jehoval, and shall soon aplift a worthier possessor to his throne,

Verse 10. The word of the Lord unto
Samuel. Either by a vision or a dream. Com-
pare Num, 12, 6 and the statement of 1 Sam. 8, 21 ;
4. 1. Often had Jehovah’s word come to him be-
fore. It is notable that the first word of the Lord
to Samuel was concerning the doom of Eli’s house,
and the last word was concerning the downfull of

11. It repenteth me. Or, Tt grieves me.”
This word reveals to us an affecting view of the
divine nature. It represents Jehovah as tender and
emotional, and does not thercfore accord with the
stern theology which teaches the absolute impassi-
bility of God. The emotion of indignation or
gricf or pity no more implies imperfection in any
intelligent being than does the emotion of love,
But verse 29 of this chapter teaches that God is not
subject to the fitful changes which are often seen
inmen.  The divine emotions of love and of anger
entially holy and righteous, and when a
man changes his relation to God, God's relutionship
toward him will change. God's holy affection in
every case is grounded in immutable righteousness,
und therefore eannot err. For he is turned,
Here is the reason of God’s changed attitude toward
Suul. It grieved Samuel. Literally, *it
burned ” him, It beeume like a fire shut up in his
bones,  He cried + « « all night.  We have
noticed the power of Samuel’s intercession (xee 1

are

Sam. 7. 5, 8), e was conspicuously a man of
prayer. Compare our Lord Jesus continuing ull
night in prayer to God (Luke 6, 12),

12. Samuel rose early. After a night spent
in supplieation with God in behalf of Saul. To
meet Saul. Saul was now on his return from
the slaughter of the Amalekites, having spared
their king and the valuab's part of the spoil in
disobedience to God’s express command, Came
to Carmel. Not Mount Carmel by the Mediter-
ranean, but a city in the mountains of Judah south
of Iebron, now called Kurmul. Set him up a
place. Rather, a *“trophy’ or * monument,” in
honor of his vietory. The word in the original n
“ahand.” Gone about . . . passedon. FEx-
pressions which indicate a stately and pompous
march, Gone down. From the mountains into
the valley of the Jordan, a descent of three thou-
sand feet in thirty miles, Gilgal, The place
where the fortified camp of Israel stood during the
conquest under Josht and during the period ot
the judges a sort of military capital for the nation,
It was in the Jordan valley, near the head of the
Dead Sea, and equally accessible to the tribes on
both sides of the river.

13, Saul said.  With an evident conscious-
ness of guilt endeavoring to hide itself, Blessed
be thou. An overstrained courtesy, as if by
compliment to anticipate criticism, 1 have pers
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formed. He wus endeavoring to hide his dis
obedience under the general measure of his obedi-
ence, as if obeying one command would cover a
disobedience of another. ‘The commandment.
God had ordered the utter destruction of the
Amalekites, beeause of their general wickedness,
of their injury to Israel (see Deut. 18), and be-
cause the southern frontier was open to their
ravages. The destruction was to be complete, and
no plunder was allowed, since the cause was the
Lord’s, and not their own.

14, 15. Samuel said. Ile spoke as the mes-
senger of the King of kings to the unfuithful serv-
ant. What meaneth then. The sound of the
oxen and the sheep was a sign that God’s command
had been violated. (1) Zhe sinner’s guilt is sure to
Jfind a voice in heaven. Saul said. His answer
‘shows & mean, cringing spirit, ashamed to assume
the responsibility of his act, and willing rather to
admit himself no king, but the slave of his people.
The Amalekites. A tribe of unknown origin,
dwelling south of lIsracl, that Yad harassed the
Israclites during their wandering in the wilderness,
and, as a consequence, had been luid under the
ban forever. The interests of the whole world,
waiting as it was for a religion from lsrael, made
the preservation and purity of this one people an
absolute necessity for the race. The people
spared. (2) Sinners are ever proneto excuse them-
selves by criminating others. The best. A pre-
tense of piety which was but a cover for covetous-
ness. To sucrifice. The sacrifice was accom-
panied with a feast upon the slain victims, in which
the people shared, so that there was a selfish mo-
tive, even if Saul spoke the truth. Thy God. A
word to propitiate Samuel, as especially God's
servant. We have utterly destroyed. “ They
spared ; we destroyed.” It was the people who
were responsible for the disobedience, the king who
obeyed, in his account of the transaction.

16, 17. Samuel said. Stripping away the
disguise of piety, and laying bare the true motive
of Suul’s conduct, Stay. As if the king were
about to leave the place. Lord hath said. He
had given the human view j now let him hear the
divine.  (3) Men’s opinion of conduct is of very
little account beside God’s. 'When thou wast
little. A contrast between his present boastful,
arrogant spirit and his carlier humility, Made
the head. This clevation had come from the
Lord’s will, and in no sense by his own abilities,
Anointed thees A special honor, sinee the holy
oil was that made by Moses in the wilderness, and
he had been sct apart by its use in a pecular way
as one conseerated.

18, 19, On a journey. On nwar 80 easy a8
10 become a mere triumphal march,  Utterly

destroy. The destruction of the idolatrous and
abominably wicked tribes in and around Canaan
was a neeessity if the world was ever to receive the

[Nov. 17.

Gospel. 'The sinners, Their erimes made the
Amulekites fit only for the sword. Be cone
sumed. It was not a war of ambition or for plun-
der, and Isracl was but the ofticer executing sen-
tence. Fly upon the spoils The prophet suw
the eagerness for plunder ir the hearts of the king
and the people, and how easily they had perverted
acrusade into u raid. Didst evils (4) Thore is
equal crime in doing evil and in leaving undone
God's command.

20. I have obeyed. e recites the things
done as his own, and refers to the things left un-
done as the people’s.  (5) Even disobedience can be
made to wear the garb of loyalty. Brought
Agag. Perhaps the hereditary title of Amalekite
kings (Num. 24. 7). He was evidently broucht
to grace the triumph of the conqueror. Utterly
destroyed. Yet not so utterly but that they
afterward smote Israel, and required the power of
David to punish them (1 Sam. 30).

21. The people took. Still trying to throw
the blame on others, The chief of the things,
ete. “The chief of the devoted things.’ As
things devoted, they could not be properly sacri-
ficed, because already God’s property. (6) There
is little merit in vobbing from God,and then giving
back to him what is his own.

22. Samuel said. He spoke in the exalted
thought of a seer, and in language which, like
much of prophecy, is in poetical form; for verses
29 and 23 form in Hebrew four pairs of poctic
lines. Delight in burnt offerings. The forms
of service were less acceptable to God than the
reality of obedience. Burnt offering here refers
to the holocaust, or offering entirely consumed.,
Asin obeying. The cternal principle ofall moral
duty to God is here presented. All the outward
services were to be an aid to obedience, not a sub-
stitute for it. (7) Let no man think to deceive God
with @ show of worship while disobeying him
in life.

23. Rebellion is as . « . witcheraft, Per-
haps an allusion to Saul's zeal in extirpating the
crime of witcheraft (1 Sam. 28. 3), and a warning
that his own sin was as great as that which he had
condemned in others, Witcheraft was the dealing
with evil spirits, either real or pretended, some-
what after the manner of so-called Spiritualism at
the present time, which invarinbly corrupts its vo-
tarics.  Saul’s disloyalty to the God of Israel was
shown as clearly as if he had sought after idols,
Stubbornness. Self-will shown in resistance 10
God’s commands. Rejected . + « the Lord.
Saul had deliberately set aside God’s commands,
and thus shown himsclf unfit to accomplish his
will for Isracl. Rejected thee. He was sct
aside as God's representative, but not at once de-
throned. (8) Only those who are willing to obey
are fit to command.

e R S T
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CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 10. Then came the word. Possibly
in a vision, as at Shiloh (1 Saw, 215 4.1). Ac-
cording to Keil this was ten years after the for-
mal anointing of Suul.

11. It repenteth me. Inthe Old Testament
God is often spoken of as repenting. T'he priy ury
meaning of the verb rendered ** vepent” in this place
is to be sorry, to grieve, or vex. It has been well
suid that the ewotion of pity, grief, or displeasure
implies no more imperfection in God than that of
love. Inverse 20 we read that God will not lie nor
repent, which is an apparent contradiction of this
passage, and not easily reconcilable unless we give
two meanings to the word repent.  Those who be-
lieve in the ubsolute omniscience of God experience
great difficulty with passages of this kind., Those,
on the other hand, who, with the veunerable Dy,
MecCabe, teach the nescience of God explain this
and similar verses by simply declaring that the
Lord did not foreknow that Saul would turn out
rebellious,  The discussion of such subjeets should
be discouraged in Sunday schools, For now we
know in part ; a million years henee, when admitted
into the freshmen class of the great university
ubove, we hope to see many hidden things in a
clearer light.  Two things are, however, certain, If
we love God, as all of us may, he will love us ; and
it we continue in his love, there will be no change
in his feelings toward us. He is turned back
from following me. This explains the change
predicated of Jehovah,  Saul turned back ; God re-
mained holy and good. God’s feclings toward the
good and bad cannot be the same. And Samuel
was wroth, Literally, *“ it burned to Samuel.” He
was angry, not merely grieved, as in the Author-
ized Version.  Cried unto the Lord all night.
He had a difficult task to perform ; it required great
courage to undertake it. If, as some suppose, he
prayed God to forgive Saul and to avert his over-
throw, he was not heard. Good men’s prayers
cannot save bad men without effort on the part of
the latter (compare Exod. 32, 11-18),

12, Samuel rose early. A night in com-
munion with God made him bold as a lion. Ile
starts early to meet the dread sovercign and to pro-
nounce judgment upon him. Saulcame to Care
mel, Carmel means * the garden of God,” that is,
any fertile place. Thisx was not Mount Curmel,
but a town in the hills of Juduh xome seven miles
southeast of Hebron (Josh. 15, 55). Nabal dwelt
in thisregion (1 Sam 25. 2). A monument. Lit-
cerully, “a hand,” ** a pointer,’ that is, a shaft or a
pillar to commemorate his vietory. The erection of
such monuments was common, The Moabite stone
—B. C. 900—is one of the most noted yet dis
covered. Gone down to Gilgal, The Septua-
gint inserts after the word * Gilgal”” the following :
*And Samuel came to Saul, and behold he wus

offering a burnt offering to the Lord, the first fruit
of the spoil.” It is a singular coincidence that
Saul was deposed at the very place where he hud
been proclaimed king.

13. Blessed be thou of the Lord. A cur-
rout formula of greeting among the Semites, corre-
sponding to our “God bless you or *Be wel-
come.” I have performed the command=
ment of the Lord. This was partially true;
halt’ truths, however, are often worse than false-
hoods. It was an effort to justity his disobedience
und to deccive Samuel, and as such it was base hy-
pocrisy to taik as he did. Do not fail to read the
Lord’s command in verse 3.

14. What meaneth then this bleating of
the sheep? All living animals had been put un-
der the ban, and were to be utterly destroyed (see
verse 3). The very animals gave the lie to his
boasting,

15. They have brought them. Like cow-
ards in all ages, he trics to shift the blame, Itis
the old story, *“The woman thou gavest me."”
Aaron acted in the same way (Exod. 32, 22), Saul
wasking; his word was law. He might have com-
pelled obedience, Under no circumstances can
anyone disobey the Lord. How could Saul sacri-
fice to Jehovah that which had been already devo-
ted (sce Lev. 27. 28, £.)1 The people spared
the best. The people did as they were commanded
by the king. Mecan indeed is the man who will
shift the blame from himself to his subordinates,
To sacrifice unto the Lord. The desire for
plunder outweighed devotion to God. It might be
that Saul intended to have a very great holocaust
or burnt offering, but much more probable that the
spared cattle and sheep were intended as a booty,
or at best for peace offerings or general feasting.
The rest we have utterly destroyed. Notice
the we. It stands in bold contrast to the people
above,

16. Stay. Say no more; God cannot be de-
ceived, Twill tell thee. I,the onewho anointed
thee; I, thy best friend; I, who have followed
thee like a father.  What the Lord hath said
to me. And therefore the truth, and what must
happen (see verse 10). This night. Not at Gilgal,
but at Ramuh, twelve or fifteen miles distant,
where Samuel lived, He said . « « Say on.
The hardness of Saul's heart appears at every step.
He boldly maintains his integrity in the very
presence of God,

17 Though thou wast little. To appre-
ciate the pointedness of the prophet’s words the
scholar must read 1 Sam. 9. 21, The tribe of Ben-
jamin was always small, and was almost utterly
cut off in the fearful slaughter recorded in Judg.
20. 46. In thine own sight. 1lis timidity and
modesty when selected king were very remarkable
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(see lust lesson, verse 21). Ilis degeneration was
rapid and complete. The prophet’s argument
seems to be this: Sinee God has done so much for
thee, thy duty is to obey to the letter ut all
times.

18. Sent thee on a journey. On a way
mapped out, on a special expedition. Go and ut=
terly destroys The verb used means to put un-
der ban, to separate for sacred purposes, to devote
to God's special service, and to utterly destroy.
The command scems exe
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same God us the prophet; as much as to suy,
% Unto thy God, which is mine also.”

22. To obey is better than sacrifice,
“This was the burden of the preaching of the proph

| ets of lsracl (sce Isa. 1. 113 Jer. 6. 205 Hosea 6.

dingly harshj neverthe- |

. |
less, the Judge of all the earth cannot err or com- |

mand anything that is not just. When we know
more, we may be able to explain passages of this
nature to the satisfuction of all. We should re-

member one thing: The God of nature and the |

God of the Bible, even of the Old Testament, are
one and the same.
place in the pestilence, fumine, eyclone, cte., when
good und bad, young and old, men and brates are
utterly destroyed without diserimination. It would

This utter destruction takes |

be as reasonable to find fault with God for sending |

or permitting the famine, tempest, or earthquake as
to doubt his goodness and justice in his dealings
with the Canaanites. From all we know they
were utterly depraved, and they musy be dest royed,
lest they teach the Ilebrews “to do after all their
abominations which they have done unto their
gods " (Deut. 20. 18). There are times when great
geverity isnecessary.  Criminals must be deprived
of liberty and often of life. Better exceute onc
murderer than to allow him the chance of murder-
ing a dozen, or even one, more. The cruelty to in-
fanteis only apparent. Better far for a child to
die in infuncy and be eternally :d than to be
brought up in sin by wicked parents and at jast
go to eternal ruin.

19. Didst fly upon the spoil. This im-
plies inordinate greed on Saul's part. Thus ava-
rice, not devotion, was the leading motive.

20. Yea, I have obeyed. What persistency
in justifying himself! Agag.
name, and not a title, like Pharaoh or Cwsar. It

is not clear why Saul spared Agag: possibly to |

bumiliate him in a triumphal march. Amaleks
ites. Amalek was of Edomitish origin (Gen, 86,12;
see also Gen. 14. 7). These people were nomads,
dwelling south of Palestine (Num. 13, 29), some-
where between Philistia and Egypt, Edom and 8i-
nai. They showed great hostility to the Tsraclites,
first in the wilderness near Rephidim (Exod. 17. 8),
again on the borders of Canaan (Num. 14. 45). Dur-
ing the times of the judges we find them onee more
allied with other nations against the children of
Isracl. They were repeatedly defeated under several
Kings—by Saul (1 Sam. 14. 48), by David (1 Sam.
27. 83 80. 17), and by Hezekiah (1 Chron. 4. 43).
21. Unto the Lord thy God. Saul,insaying
“thy God,” does not intimate that he no longer
worships Jchovah. but vather that he adores the

This is a proper

61 Amos 5. 213 Mieah 6. 6). ** 1f ye love me, keep
my commandments.”  There is no substitute for
picty, und no piety without obedience.

23. Rebellion is as the sin of witch=
erafte  Witcheraft was punished by death (Exod.
2,18). Those practicing it professed communion
with evil spirits, and thus could not communc
with God. Stubbornness is asidolatry. The
word rendered * stubbornness? usually means per-
versity or apostasy, und vanity is the same as in-
iquity. Teraphim. Tlhese were staall idols, some-
thing like the penates of the Romans. Rachel, like
viad them with her on her journey to
ler new home (Gen, 81, 19).  We read of them in
the times of the judges (Judg. 18, 17-20).  They
were made of wood, and human shaped (1 Sam,
19, 13-16), and were used as amulets and charms
(Zeeh, 10, 2). The prophet emphasizes the gravity
of Saul’s disobedience. It is equal to witeheraft—
that is, renouncing the true God—and the worship-
ing of idols. Becanse thon hast rejected the
word of the Lord. This is not arbitrariness on
God’s part, but the natural result of disobedience.
God could not use a disobedient subjeet in the time
of Saul, nor ean he to-day.

JEneus, ¢

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Seven Sins.
1. Vaniry,
Set him up a place, v.12.
Let another. . .. praise thee. Prov. 27, 2.
11, FaLsgnoon.
1 have performed. v. 13,
Covereth his Prov. 28. 18.
11, Hyrocnrisy,
The best. . . .to sacrifice. v.15.
Saerifice of the wicked, Prov. 15. 8.
1V. DISOBEDIENCE,
Didst thow not obey. v. 19.
Rebel....the Lord against you. 1 Sam. 12, 15.
V. Greep,
Fly upon the spoil. v.19.
Beware of covetousness,
VI Disrova
Rebellion. .. witcheraft.
Rebelled against me,
VII. SELF-WILL.
Stubbornness. .. .iniquity. v.23.
Chosen their own ways, Isa, 66, 3,

mns,

Luke 12, 15.

v, 23,

Isa, 1.

9

Thoughts fur Young People.
Disobedience to God.

1. Those who have been disobedient to God ure
very apt to vaunt their own deeds. (Verses 12,18.)
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2. Disobedience to God is sure of discovery, |

even when under the deepest veil of concealment,
(Verse 14.)

3. Disobedience to God is often hidden under a
show of submission and honor. (Verse 15.)

4. Disobedicnce to God is all the more w icked
because of the mercies which God las hestowed
upon the sinner, (Verse 17.)

5. Disobedience to God may be shown in not
doing God’s will as well as in actually doing evil,
(Verse 19.) -

6. Disobedience to God is generally inspired ly
selfish desire for what God has forbidden. (Verses
19, 21.)

7. Disobedience to God cannot be conceuled
under a show of service and the forms of worship,
(Verse 22.)

8. Disobedience to God springs from self-will,
which is disloyalty and rebellion, (Verse 23.)

Lesson Word-Pictures,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNEL.

There is an old man bowed to the ground and |

erying in the dark unto God. It is Samuecl plead- |

ing for Saul, for the big king whom Sumuel
anointed, but whom God purpos

to reject,

how long Samuel will pray there. Youlook up to
the heavens to cateh some sign among the stars us
to the time of night.  Midnight, and still Samucl
prays. The hours drag slowly by. In the cast
there is a faint flushing of the sky. *“It is the
dawn,” you say. The gray, growing light creeps
into Samuel’s retreat.  Will he not arise now? 0
weeping, pleading, praying Samuel, arisc now!
In your thought, however, plead every moment for
Saul,

Isracl’s first king, how he enchains our interest !

You admire some things in Saul. If at some
wave of a magician’s wand he could stand before
us tall, erect, shapely, muscular, he would be an
objeet of our praise and an idol of an age of physical
prowess. Thus coming before our thought, imagine
him brought before Tsracl the day he was clected

king by lot, when he lad been * hiding in the |
stuff.””  As he towers in his magnificent propor- |

tions above the people, do you wonder at the scene
of the enthusiastic reception they give their king ?
Then think of his going into battle. Like himself,
great must have been his armor, and you see his
armor-bearer bringing it out and arraying his
master init. e Jifts to Saul's brow his shining
helmet, binds his coat of mail, sees that his greaves
are in proper place, fastens his keen-edged
sword, hands him his trusty, weighty spear, and
then, bearing Saul's shield, accompanies his great
master to the fight.  What a shout of admiration
goes up from the army as its great captain comes
before them to lead them on!

You praise Saul's undoubted courage. You see

you think of that prostrate form, you wonder |

him at the head, not in the rear, of Is
plunging forward, cutting his way to rizht and
left through the thickest opposition like the mower
swinging his seythe among the grain stalks, rally-
ing the faltering, encouraging the timid, giving a
leader to the rush of all daring fighters,

As he gathers the warriors about his person,
masses, fires, and impels them, you think of a
thunderbolt driving resistlessly through the ranks
of the Canaanites,

*“Yes, he has courage,” you say of this fighting
king. To-day, though, when he meets Samuel, he
is not the great, manly king. Ile eringes, he hides
the truth.  On one side is the big, brawny soldier-
King, in heimet, in coat of mail, with his sword,
On the other side is the prophet and judge, white-
haired, stern, immovable, and yet you feel that
he mourns over the king sincercly,

Samuel faces Saul,  The king says he has done
as commanded by Samuel,

What ?

k!

O, that unmistakable * Bah, bal !
bleating of many sheep.

And O, that * Mooh, mooli ! It is the un-
doubted lowing of many oxen.

You wish that the big king were more manly,
that he would deal in no equivocation.  The judge
will have no compromise. 1Ile refuses to bend,
The kingdom is declared rent that very day from
Saul.  The big king and the white-haired Judge
part.  Samuel no more comes to worship with Is-
rael’s stately King, but in the separation how he
mourns over Israel’s rejected head.

It is the

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The independence of the religious teacher or
prophet of the incumbent of the throne is a
marked feature of many portions of oriental his-
tory. This is not so much scen in the mere con-
sultations of oracles before deciding whether to en-
gage in warfare or enter upon any public venture
as in the constant presence of a religious guide
and the freedom accorded him, hy public demand
or reverence, to chide a king or direet his policy.
This is not so much an organized official relation
as an inherent acknowledgment that the govern-
ment only represents the secular interests of the
people, while it needs a privy counsclor in the
form of some representative of religion, This has
ever served as a check on the despotism of oriental
monarehs, The religious representative was sup-
posed to deal faithfully with the monarch in the
interests of morals, justice, humanity, and religion,
As a rule, in an oriental court his person was
sacred as his religion, and a king might as soon
defile a temple as touch one of these religious repre-
sentatives, Should the monarch harm this religious
representative, he might anticipate a revolt, as in
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some vague way religion has ever been held to be
above the king. A disturbance would instantly
oceur if the State power and privilege were used to
injure the person of such a privileged character.
There was 1o written law that required the reign-
ing sovereign to he just or humane, but the un-
written law allowed the religious saint to chide or
correct abuses in these directions.

What is more peculiar in India is that these may
not be priests or in any wise officially created re-
ligious guides. The fakir is not a priest; he is, how-
ever, adevotee and esteemed holy by the populace,
and he represents what has always been present in
some guise, as in the West the friar, something be-
tween the established religious officiary and the
recognized State authority—an element represent-
ing holy living and with large privileges and un-
defined powers. The prophet of the olden time
was much after this third order. Samuel himself
was neither priest nor king, yet he was intermedi-
ary between God and cither priest or king. He
established an order of prophets, to some of whom
was given this power and duty to rebuke or cor-
veet. Samuel announced the divine order and de-
posed or anointed kings. Ile now announces to
Saul that his kingship is at an end, All this is
very natural to one familiar with theunwritten his-
tory of oriental society. Samuel is a strietly
oriental representative of* the everywhere recog-
nized higher clement of a divine interposition on
cthical lines in the government of rulers. Itisa
feature not wholly absent from governments in
modern Europe, but absolutely undiscoverable and
unappreciated in America.

Verse 12, Saul * set him up aplace,” a triumphal
pillar or arch, memorial of his victory, as Napoleon
set up the Arch of Triumph in the city of Paris.
If Jerome's surmise be correct, it was only ‘“an
arch of martyles, palms, and olives.”  Ahab set up
a pillar, or * hand," as the literal rendering would
be. Such memorials are very common in Eastern
lands.

Verses 20, 21, Saul destroyed the Amalekites,
but spared the spoil and the king of that people.
God intended an utter destruction. The ecruelties
of Eastern wars are represented as bringing the
threshing wheel” over the enemy, it not being
unusual to condemn prisoners of war, when spe-
cially obnoxious, to be eut into small pieces by driv-
ing over them the threshing sledge, which had
rows of sharp spikes or iron teeth, thus tearing
their flesh into morsels (see Geikie's Holy Land
and the Bible, vol. i, page 149). Tt scems to have
been not unusual with Syrian warriors, and it is
suggested that David thus treated some Ammonite
prisoners captured at Rabbah (2 Sam. 12, 31).

Sparing the spoil seems to have been done with the
connivance of Sanl, though he says *they " did it.
It is extremely difficult for an oriental captain to
prevent soldiers from ** looting,” and the word has

come to find a place in our language. The indis-
eriminate seizure of whatever they might find as
their personal property is one of the unwritten
privileges of the soldier in the East, and even the
severe discipline of modern Eurvpean armies has
often proved ineflicient to stay this general scrani-
ble and stealing. It is distinguished from theft,
and often acknowledged as the portion of the pri-
vate soldier, sometimes being allowed as an incen-
tive in the battle.

But here everything was ** devoted,” or cherem.
The Hebrew, unlike heathen nations, did not eon-
found * devoted” as meaning under bun, with
« devoted,” as meaning set apart for sacrifice as o
voluntary offering. What was devoted to destruc-
tion belonged to God by the very ediet of
destruction, and was in no sense within the dispo-
sition of the individual as his gift. Hence Saul or
the people sinned by counting as ““loot™ the
property of the Amalekites taken in battle, and as
proposing to sacrifice what God already had * de-
voted ” as his own.

Jerse 23. Opposition to the will of God is defie-
tion, the sume as abandonment of his worship by
resorting to divination by evil spirits or teraphim.
The latter were household images of the Israelites,
still used in spite of the opposition of Jehovah to
this remnant of idolatry. They were as much an
idol or vanity as any African or Asiatie fetish or
charm used for divining good or bad luck, though
not strietly idols which reccived ceremonial wor-
ship. They were sometimes, it would appear, life
size and in human form, and thus were large
images. They are found at intervals in Ilebrew
history, from Genesis with Rachel to Judges and
the later kings, and Zecharinh and Ezekiel both
refer to them (Cambridge Lible, 1 Sam. 19, 13).
The Persians use talismans akin to these teraphim.
The Babylonians put these on the gates of their
cities, thecompound-figured gods being on the outer
surface of the gates and the hidden teraphim, or
seeret charms, on the inside surface. Daniel sat in
such « * gate” as ruler over Babylon.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Sketeh briefly the events of Saul's reign; the
exploit of Jonathan ; the wurs of Suul, ete. ; und
show how the sin of this lesson might have been
anticipated from Saul's previous conduet (1 Sam.
13.9-14)....Draw the map and show the location of
the Amalekites, Carmel, Gilgal, ete.... Why were
the Amulckites condemned to destruetion?....
Saul’s conduct with reference to them and its mo-
tives. ... A word-picture of the interview between
Samuel and Saul....The spirit of Saul as indi-
cated in this lesson....Teachings concerning dis-
obedience to God....Dwell on sins of omisgion,
sins of evasion, sins of deception, ete. ..The results
of Saul's sin. God’s character as here shown:
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(1) Notice of me

acts; (2) Wrath at disobedience 3
(3) Omniscience, seeing motives, character, ete.; (4)
Requirement of obedicence, cte,

References.
Freemaxn. Ver. 23: Witcheraft, 578 ; teraphim,

Blackboard,

/Goos /L AW. )

o

RESULT = REJECTED

FORMS vs. SPIRIT.

SAUL | MAN
OFFERS TO GOD
SACRIFICES

OF
HEEP l MONEY
POIL DEEDS
BUT

DisOBEYS His COMMANDS,

REJECTED
FROM

KINGSHIP. | SONSHIP,

TRUE RELIGION,

OBEDIENCE FAITH
NOT NOT
SACRIFICE. | WORKS.

OBEDIENCE a0 FAITH
INCLUDE
SACRIFICE amo WORKS.
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By Way of Illustration.

Verses 10-15, “I have performed the com-
mandment of the Lord,” so Saul says 3 and while
| he speaks his sentences are punctuated by the
lowing of oxen and the bleating of sheep.  When-
everand wherever Peter tells a lie, there is a cock
ncar by ready to erow.  Abel’s blood will ery even
from the ground. The sheep in their innocence
bleated out Saul’s guilt. The universe is so con-
structed that a guilty man cannot hide his sin,
“And Samuel said, What meaneth then this
bleating of the sheep in mine ears?  This is an
embarrassing question for a sinner to answer. You
assert your innocence, and yet my senses take
knowledge of your guilt. You say you do not
drink too much ; what meaneth then this redden-
ing of the eyes and trembling of the hand? You
say you are an honest man; what. meaneth then
thixstyle of living far beyond your income? “ And
Saul suid, They have brought them,” ete. Mark
that word *““they.”  When o man is driven into a
corner, the most convenient trapdoor through
which to eseape is that little word *¢ they.” ¢ For
the people sparced the best of the sheep and of the
The people! That trick is old as Eden,
There was just one of the people present in Eden

on whom it was possible for Adam to saddle his

| sin, and he promptly made use of that one, though
’ ) )

she was his wife,  The increase of populution
enables us to substitute *“the people ™ for our wife.
Cireumstances change, but the human heart never
changes,—..

forson.

Verse 17, One of the college buildings at Cam-
bridge, England, has three gateways in suceession.
The first is named Humility, the second Virtue,
and the third, which opens toward the Senate, is
named Honor, This is an illustration of the
proverb, ** Before honor is humility.” The child
who realizes its own littleness and reaches up to
take hold of father’s hand walks very safely, The
dunger comes when the child thinks he has grown
too large to need father's help and advice, and so
ventures on ulone, confident and boastful.

Verses 18-25,  Obedience.  An officer who had
received his orders from the Duke of Wellington
urged the impossibility of exccuting them. Wel-
lington replied: “1 did not ask your opinion; 1
gave youmy orders and expect them to he obeyed,™
Implicit obedience is required of every soldier of
Christ,

“Ours not to reason why,
Ours not to muke rey
Ours but to do or die

FPoster,

The end of life is not to do good, although many
of us think so. It is not to win souls, although 1
once thought so. The end of life is to do the will
of God.  That may be in the line of doing good or
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winning souls, or it may not. The maximum
achievement of any man’s life after it is over is to
have done all the will of God.— Drummond.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Hasten, sinner, to be wise.
Pleading with thee.

Keep thou my way.

Dare to do right,

Will Jesus find us watching ¢

No. 2.
Hear my prayer.
Saviour, I come to thee.
By faith alone.
I want a heart to pray.
Whenever trials press my soul.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]
1. What did God command Saul to do?
destroy the Amalekites,

To

2. Who were the Amalekites ? A very wicked
people.

3. What did Saul
God.

4. How did he disobey God? In sparing the
best of the spoil.

5. For what purpose did he say that it wus
spared 7 To sacrifice to the Lord.

6. What did Samuel say to him ? GoLpex Tex1 :
¢ To obey is better than sacrifice.”’

7. What was Saul’s penalty for his disobedience !
God rejected him as king.

dot He disobeyed

CATECHISM QUESTION,
68, What is confession ?
Penitently acknowledging to God our sinfulness,
and our special sins, 8o faras we can remember
them,

Psalm xxxii. 5,

B. C. 760.)

LESSON VII}. THE WOES OF INTEMPERANCE.

[Nov. 24.

GOLDEN TEXT. Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that
they may follow strong drink. Isa. 5. 11.

Authorized Version.
Isa. 5. 1123, [Commit to memory verses 11-13.]

11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the
morning, that they may follow strong drink ; that
continue until night, 7/ wine inflame them !

12 And the harp and the viol, the tabret and
pipe and wine, are in their feasts : but they regard
not the work of the Lorp, neither consider the
operation of his hands.

13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity,
beeause they have no knowledge: and their hon-
orable men are famished, and their multitude
dried up with thirst,

14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and
opened her mouth without measure: and their
glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and
he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

15 And the mean man shall be brought down,
and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the
eyes of the lofty shall be humbled :

16 But the Lorn of hosts shall be exalted in

judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified

in righteousness,

17 Then shall the lambs feed after their manner,
and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers
eat,

18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity with
cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart
rope:

10 That say, Let him make speed, and hasten
his work, that we may see if ¢ and let the counsel
of the Holy One of Is'ra-ol draw nigh and come,
that we may know it/

20 Woe unto them that eall evil good, and good

Revised Version.
11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the
morning, that they may follow strong drink ;
that tarry late into the night, till wine inflame
them! And the harp and the lute, the tabret
and the pipe, and wine, arc in their feasts: but
they regard not the work of the Lorp, neither
have they considered the operation of his
hands, Therefore my people are gone into
captivity, for lack of knowledge:* and their
lonorable men are fumished, and their multi-
tude are parched with thirst. Therefore hell
hath enlarged her desire, and opened her
mouth without measure: and their glory, and
their multitude, and their pomp, and he that
5 rejoiceth among them, descend into it.  And
the mean man is bowed down, and the great
man is humbled, and the eyes of the lofty are
16 humbled : but the Lorp of hosts is exalted in
judgment, and God the Holy One is sanctified
in righteousness. Then shall the lambs feed as
in their pasture, and the waste places of the fat
ones shall wanderers eat.

Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords
of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope:
that say, Let him make speed, let him hasten
his work, that we may see it: and let the
counsel of the Holy One of Is'ra-el draw nigh
and come, that we may know it!

Woe unto them that eall evil good, and good

14

17

20
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evil; that put darkness for light, and light for
durkness ; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for
bitter!

21 Woe pnto them thegp are wise in their own
«yus, and prudent in thefr own sight !

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink
wine, aud men of strength to mingle strong
drink:

25 Which justify the wicked for reward, and
take away the righteousness of the righteous from
him!

TIME.—About B. C. 760. PLACE.—
Probably Jerusalem. RULERS.—Azariali, king
of Judah; Pekah, king of Isracl. INTRO«
DUCTORY .—Isaiah was the most eloquent of
the prophets; of royal blood, probably, DOCs
TRINAL SUGGESTION.—The righteous-
ness of God.

HOME READINGS.

M. The woes of intemperance. Isa. 5, 11-22,
Zu. The mocker, Prov. 20, 1-7,

W. Poverty and rags. Prov. 23, 15-23,

7% 'The serpent’s bite. Prov. 23, 5.

F. The drunkuard rejected. 1 Cor, 5, 7-13.
N. Shut out of the kingdom. Gal. 5. 16-26.
8. Works of darkness. Eph. 5. 11-21,

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 332, New Canadian Hymnal.
There’s a demon in the glass—dash it down!

No. 333, New Canadian Hymnal.

The army of temperance is gathering its men.

Wo. 335, New Canadian Hymnal.

Homes there are of want and sorrow.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. The Drunkard’s Feast, v, 11-1¢

[
On whom does Go!’s prophet pronounce a woe ?

What sin in modern life is followed most nearly

uniformly with immediate temporal punishment ¢

What reason can be given for the faet that men
who drink intoxicants as a rule do not regard the
work of the Lord ¢

What were some of the social conditions of Ile-
brew life at the time of this propheey ?

Why did God permit the Israclites to be tuken |

into captivity ?

What is meant by “honorable men” and

* multitude 2

What is the meaning of the awful image, in the l

fonrteenth verse, of the mouth of hell ?

evily that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet
for bitter!

Woe unto them that are wise in their own
eyes, und prudent, in their own sight !

Woe unto them that are mighty to drink
wine, und men of strength to mingle strong

23 drink: which justify the wicked for a reward,

and take away the rightcousness of the right-
cous from him !

2. The Drunkard’s Woe, v. 17-23,
What is the meaning of the seventeenth verse ?
What class of people are characterized in the

eighteenth verse?

Put the “ woes" of the last four verses of the
lesson into modern phraseology ; then discuss
them,

Is it right to indulge in the use of intoxicating
liquors ?

If that be wrong, is it right to sell them ¢

If that be wrong, is it right to grant permission
to other people to sell them ¢

If that be wrong, is it right to vote for men who
when in office will grant that permission ?

Find cases in the Bible of men whose success in
life was thwarted by their habits of indulging in
strong drink.

Gather together all the reasons that you can
think of for maintaining that the drinking habit
now is morally much worse than it was in Bible
times,

Practical Teachings.
Whercin does this lesson teach—

1. That the beauty and splendor of social feasts
cannot blind God to the odious sin of intemper-
ance !

2. That no false argument concerning liquor
drinking or selling can alter fact ?

3. That those who will not listen to reason in
regard to this evil will hereafter reap an awful
punishment ?

4s That it is a sin to license sin—* to justify the
wicked for reward 2

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1 The Drunkard’s Feast, v. 11-16.
Upon what early risers is a woe pronounced ?
(Goroex TexT,)
What music have they at their feasts ?
For whose work have they no regard ?
What doom awaits all such? (See Psalm 28, 5.)
Why had the people been taken eaptive ?
What had become of the men of honor?
Into what pit had their glory gone ?
Who would be humbled in that day ?
Who would be exalted ?
Why do God’s judgments exalt him?
Psalm 19. 9 119, 75.)
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2. The Drunkard’s Woe, v. 17-23. ‘When do we know that a thing is true?
What is said of the waste places ? What has God told us about strong drink ?
What is said of vain and bold sinners Why do so many go to destrueticn through
What was their challenge to the Almighty ? strong drink ?
Upon what perverters of language will woe rest? Upon whom does God pronounce a woe !
What is in store for the conceited ? What is it to “follow strong drink?” To
What warning does a wise man give to such? make a business of it.
(Prov. 3. 17.) Into what does this lead? Into captivity.
Upon what mighty men is a woe uttered ? In what does it end? (Verses 14, 15.)
Of what injustice:were they guilty ? What is said of those who are proud of their sii
How does God regard such people? (Prov. 17.15.) (Verse 18.)
What is the most terrible woe to the drunkard ? How are such people deseribed # (Verse 20.)
(1 Cor. 6. 10.) What do they think themselves? Very wise.
How can we escape the drunkard’s woe? (Prov. What does God know them to be? Very fool-
23, 31.) ish.
Teachings of the Lesson. What is the last  woe” in this lesson ?
Where in this lesson are we taught— Why should we never drink wine or strony
1. That liquor drinking is a curse? drink? Becaunse it causes so much woe.
2, That drunkenness leads to other vices ?
3. That God will surely punish the drunkard? Remember—
QUESTIOSFL%E(ITXRYO“NGER That God wants us to be happy and useful.
What does * woe ” mean? e That he warns us against things that wouu!
How many times is the word found in this les- harm.
son? That it is very unwise to disobey God.

BEXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

These words were probably uttered about B. C. 760. Pekah was king of Israel, and Azariuh king ot
Judah. Both nations had sadly declined in religious force and good morals ; but Jerusalem was still
the stronghold of the sacred priesthood. The spirit of prophecy (or, in plain modern English, of divind
guidance) was not now so often shown in miraculous deeds, startling their beholders into a recognition
of the presence of the invisible God, as in bold, straightforward appeals for reform and distinet threats
and promises of God's v t of public and private affairs. No voice rang out in warning or
cheer with such cloquence as that of Isaiah. Himself related to the kings whose wickedness he de-
nounced, he stood forth for years as the incarnation of aggressive righteousness in the midst of “u
crooked and perverse generation,” and no statesman of ancient or modern times has risen to sublimer
oratory than his. The passage from which our lesson is taken is full of suggestion. The prophet, in
superb poetical diction, describes himself as walking out from the crowded thoroughfares of Jerusalem
into the  vineyard of the Lord.” There he observes ¢ wild grapes  where choicest clusters shonld
have grown, and these wild grapes ¢ Lie catalogues into a series of woes.” Avarice and drunkenness
were the besetting sins of ancient Israel, as they are of modern America. Settle the ““ drink question”
and the * land question” righteously, and the nation will prosper.

Verse 11. Woe. We arc so accustomed to | long in good society and habitually run to such ex-
regard God’s * woes” as threats and anathemas l cess 3 no individual could, and, so fur, there is ini-
that we are apt to forget that they are also state- | provement. But nations t o-day are immeasur-
ments of the steady working of what is often called | ably more guilty in their support of the drink
tpatural” law. He who does the misdeeds here | habit than ever before. 'Till wine inflame
mentioned always as a consequence has the woe. thezn. Burn them up. Even the purest wines
Rise up early. Showing that in them intoxica- and beers are destructive flames, consuming body
tion wus not merely adegrading incidentof revelry, and soul,

but an end which was sought after. Strong 12. Harp...viol ... tabret. .. pipe.
drink. In Bible times there were no distilled | The commonness of music at ancient feasts is seen
liquors and no systematically corrupted liquors, | from chap. 24. 8,93 Amos 6. 5, 6. The harp is
Continue until night. Sct aside all duties for | one of the most ancient of instruments. The viol
the purpose of * getting drunk.” The world has | was something like the lyre, but with twelve
turned around a good many times since Isaiah’s | strings. The tabret was probubly a kettledrum
day, and no men conld now hold their position | or tambourine. 'The pipe may have been a flute
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or flageolet,  These musicul instruments stand for
the dance and other light-hearted amusements
with which the bunguets were enlivened,  The

people enjoyed these luxuries, but regarded not |

God’s work. Regard not the work of the
Lord. No pampered man does, Neither cone
sider. God always regards luck of consideration
as a erime. Nothing kills conscience like the
steady drinking of intoxicants, Operation,
Workings.

13. Therefore. Because of their systematic
ignorance of truth, Are gone, The prophet sees
the future as if it were the present. Into cape
tivity. Their captors are wine and strong drink,
No knowledge. They learn neither by their
own experience nor by that of others, Honorable
men. Aristocrats. Multitude. Common people.
All alike are brought into distress, And yet it is
questionable if these sinners suffered more than
those who habitually drink intoxicants now, whose
physical torments pass description j or if the misery
which these drunkards brought upon the innocent
people of Samaria because of their excess was as
great as the unspeakable misery brought to thou-
sunds of innocent hearts to-day by relatives whose
appetites turn them temporarily into idiots and
lunaties.

14. Hell, The unseen realm of spirits, rather
than the place of torments. Hath enlarged
herself, As if the power of darkness were not
prepared for such a wholesale turning to evil. It
is one of the strongest possible figures of speech,
Death and hell ave throughout the Scriptures repre-
sented as yawning ferociously for the souls of inen §
but in this case the frenzied sinners of Isracl are
trooping so eagerly to destruction that the very
appetite of hell has to be enlarged for the consump-
tion of the unanticipated spoils of drink. * When
our judges tell us from the bench that nine tenths
of pauperism and crime are caused by drink, our
physicians that if only irregular tippling were

abolished half the current sickness of the land |

would cease, and our statesmen that the ravages
of strong drink are equal to those of the historical
scourges of war, famine, and pestilence combined,
surely to swallow such a glut of spoil the appetite
of “hell” must have been still more enlarged, and

CRITICAL

Verse 11. Woe unto them that rise up
early in the morning, Drunkenness has been
the curse of the ages. It is not a modern sin.
Though very common in Christian lands, it is ab-
solutely at variance with the spirit of our holy
religion. To drink in the morning was ever re-
garded as debauchery by the different nations of
antiquity (Eccles, 10. 16, 7.); it was evidence that
one was a slave to his passions. May follow
strong drink. Make a regular business of it, de-

the mouth of ‘hell’ made still larger.”—&. A.
Smith.

15, The mean and mighty alike are humbled.
The scene in verses 14 and 15 needs only to be
pictured clearly to our classes to produce a lasting
effect.  Death rapidly enlurges its bottomless pit
for the unwonted harvest of souls, while they with
insane revelry indulge in their glory, their multi-
tude, their pomp, and their song, dancing in merri-
ment into destruction.

16. Exalted. In the view of mankind the
righteous judgment of God will be indorsed.
Sanctified, Regarded as holy. We could not
revere God in our hearts if he tolerated sin,

17. After their manner. At their own will.
The fences are all down, the rich gardens and
farms are all desolate, and the lambs, grown wild,
are heedlessly permitted to feed among the vine-
yards and orchards and gardens of those who have
been deported as chained captives to Nineveh.
Waste places of the fat ones, The deserted
lands of the rich. One of the incidental evidences
of the awful condition of poverty of the masses in
the antique world is found in the Bible and in pro-
fane writings by the constant allusions to the
richer classes as the fat ones and to the peasantry
as men lean and poor in visage, the fact being that
the millions under the sway of Nineveh and Egypt
and Rome lived and died in hunger.

18. Draw iniquity. It should be ‘‘draw
punishment,” They harness themselves like horses
to a cart—a cart loaded with punishments for them-
sclves—and cagerly drag it along, They strain
every nerve in sin,

19. A verse full of defiance to God.

20. This woe is directed against those who con-
found the distinction of right and wrong.

21. A woe against those who, nerved by strong
drink, assert themselves in state affairs,  One can-
not help longing for an Isaiah to speak out in our
Senate halls.

22, 23. Intemperance, like every other sin, is
but a link in the chain, These rich revelers are
sortlid bribe takers, justifying the wicked—for they
are paid to do so—and tempting the righteous to
do wrong by offering a bribe to him,

NOTES.

vote one’s energies and life to it. ** Strong drink
was a general term, like our word *liquor,” for
intoxicants, for beverages made out of grain,
honey, dates, and many other fruits other thun
the grape; sometimes wine seems to be included
(Num. 28, 7). Wine, however, was the common
drink of the people, while strong drink was in-
dulgedin by the moredegraded. Into the night.
Rather, “ until the twilight.”” Thus all day long.
Let the youthful reader remember that no drunk-
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ard commenced drinking in this way, but was | jnto captivity. Iow pathetic! * My people,”

first a moderate drinker. Why is the saloon the
first place open in the morning and the last place
to close at night? Till wine inflame them.
Till heated by 1 80 as to i itate them
for reasoning and right-doing. The two great

sins of Judah at this time were the pursuit of |

wealth and pleasure—greed of gain and indul-
gence of the appetite. It is & sad comment on
modern civilization that the more advanced a na-
tion the greater is its liquor Dbill. The future
will, however, condemn the use of ardent spirits
and aleohol as the present does stealing and mur-
der; and why not? for it leads to more erime und
misery than any other agency.

12. The harp « « « lute. These two were
stringed instruments, the exact character and
form of which, as of most musical instruments
mentioned in the Bible, are not known. The
tabret. This word is from a verb meaning to
beat or strike; hence some kind of a drum or tam-
bourine. Pipe. This is from ckalal, ** to perfo-
rate,” “to hollow out;” thus it must have be-
longed to the flute family. Thoseinterested in this
subject will do well to examine our Bible diction-
aries or cyclopedias under the several words or
“ musieal instruments,” where much information
may be gained and pictures of ancient instruments,
taken from the monuments of Egypt, Babylon, and
Assyria, may bescen. From many references in the
Bible it is clear that the Hebrews were a musical
people, and made use of both vocal and instru-
mental music in worship as well as in social life.
The prophets often thundered against earousals
where music and drunkenness went hand in hand
(Tsa. 24. 8, 7. ; Amos 6. 5, 1. ; and often). They
regard not the work of the Lord. “The
work of the Lord " in this clause and * the opera-
tion of his hands” in the next parallel, after the
style of Hebrew poctry, refer to one and the same
thing; that is, to the judgments which God was
executing upon the land (sce Isa. 10, 125 28. 21), o
the divine visitations sent upon the people in order
to lead them to repentance. So engrossed were they
in their indul , 80 deluded by passion, so
blinded in their mad race for pleasure, as not to
recognize the hand of Jehovah in the impend-
ing evils and calamities about to befull them.
There is nothing that dulls the moral nature, scars
the conscience, and makes one blind to his best
interests more than the habitual indulgence in
strong drink.  Woc be to the land where the social
cup is respectable.  Woe be to the national assem-
bly that tolerates a saloon in the very building
where its laws are made.

13. Therefore. B of their indulg
and disregard of God's solemn and repeated warn-
ings. This, therefore, is very emphatic, as much
as to say, ““It is wine and strong drink that re-
duce you to slavery.,” My people are gone

my own peculiar people.  So in our day the most
degraded drunkard is the child of the living God,
ercuted in his very image for eternal bliss, not for
woe and misery, both now and hereafter. Let us
do our part in rescuing our brothers who are
weaker than we are. It is not necessary to think
that this is a prophetic vision of what was to hap
pen but rather something that had already taken
place, The prophet was referring to the partial
captivity of the northern kingdom by Tiglath-
pileser 1I and Sargon between B. C. 734-721.
For lack of knowledge. Or, perhaps, * with-
out [their] knowledge;” that is, unexpectedly or
unawares, Drunkardsand the devotees of pleasure
are not wise, and yet it is not so much ignorunce
as a neglect of the knowledge they have. Itis an
unreasonable refusal of the light. Their honor-
able men. More literally, * its glory " or ** hon-
or ;" that is, its nobility, its aristoeracy (see Isa. 3.
1-3). Are famished. Licerally, ‘‘are men of
hunger,” or, in common English, *“ hungry men.”
They are owned by hunger. This is a IHebraisim,
like * man of sin,” equivalent to “sinful man.”
Multitude. This word primarily means noise,
then, by accommodation, a noisy erowd ; the com-
mon people, in contradistinetion from the honor-
able men, the genteel sclect few mentioned above.
What the prophet wishes to say is that the sieges
and war about to befall Judah will reduce ull
classes and conditions to the same level, or it
may refer to hunger and thirst endured by cap-
tives while being led to exile. Be that as it may,
the drink evil is ruthless, and reduces all classes
to degradation,

14. Therefore hell hath enlarged her
desire. Ilcll, as understood in modern English,
is the place of cternal torture for lost sinners. Here,
however, it means the underworld, or the place of
all departed spirits. The Hebrew word is sheol,
corresponding in many regards to the Greek word
hades. Sheol should never be translated. ** Death
or *“grave” would be a good translation for this
place, where sheol is personified and compared to
aravenous beast, eager to swallow its prey. Forsim-
ilar personification see Isa. 28.15; Job 28, 22. The
grave is very greedy ; it ever swallows, but never
gives back. Tow much like death is the monster
intemperance! Ilow many are its victims! How
many does it lead captive every year! Opened
her mouth without measure. This is figu-
rative Janguage, but how awfully true! For ac-
cording to the best testimony the ravages of liquor
are fur greater than the combined destruction
caused by famine, war, and pestilence. The liquor
traffic is o monster a million times more cruel thuan
the captors of Isracl and Judah, How ravenous,
how soulless and heartiess the man who drinks
liquor when his father or mother suffer untold
agonies, when wife and child shiver with cold and

«
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hunger ! How vile the wretch who for a little guin
will sell an immortal soul that which he knows
will ruin him soul and body, as well as torment
those dependent upon and related to him! And
their glory. The possessive “their™ refers to
Judah and Isracl, and more especially to the in-
habitants of Jerusalem (sce verses 3 and 7). This
clause is very strong; it portrays conditions the
exact opposite of the gloomy darkness and silence
of the grave.  For a beautiful deseription of sheol
read Job 10. 21, 22,

15. All conditions were carried captive; so in
our day King Alcohol spares neither class nor cven
SEX,

16. Lord of hosts is exalted in Judge
ments God, the source of all right, is exalted
when right triumphs, when evildoers are brought
to justice. Sanctified in righteousness.
Since God is good, sin must be punished and ev ery
violation of law must be satisfied,

17. Then shall the lambs feed. This
verse should be read immediately after the tenth,
where it belongs. The towns of Judah will be so

wasted by the ravages of war as to utterly disap- |
pear from the face of the carth, They will be
turned into pasture lands for sheep, ow literally
this has been fulfilled is known to every student of
ancient geography. Ilow many a flourishing city
has disappeared so that its very site is no longer

known! The waste places of the fat ones.
The ruins of the palaces and pleasure grounds of
the Hebrew aristocracy.  Shall wanderers eat.
The wanderers are the nomadie shepherds who
drive their flocks from pasture to pasture. The
onee proud palace is now leveled with the ground, so
as to be of no value except to produce scanty feed
for the roving flocks. Some read “sheep” or
‘Kkids » for * wanderers,”

18. Draw iniquity with cords of vane
itys Like a beast of burden the sinner harnesses
himself to his excesses. Cords of vanity are lying
promises and false pleasures. They are so en-
tangled in the meshes of sin as to drag their heavy
burdens as with cart ropes. The word used for
*“cart” in this place is that clumsy vehicle for
earrying freight and heavy loads.

19. Thisis the language of the scoffer, of the
one trifling with sacred things, of the one so far
under the influence of liquor as to defy the God of
heaven himself.

20. Call evil good. To be in such a state
is the greatest calamity that can befall a mortal,
Bad enough to be the vietim of appetite ; but to
deliberately say that wickedness is goodness is
devilish, Those who advocate moderate drinking
as conducive to health and sobriety, those who
claim that the saloon is a public necessity, and who
rent houses for liquor selling are dangerously near
calling evil good. If, as our Discipline says, * the
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I liquor traffic cannot be legalized without
| what of those who vote to license or tax it ?

21. Them that are wise in their own
eyes. Such are all those who refuse to repent of
{ sinand turn to the Lord, Those blinded by pleus-
ure of any kind, and, as this is a temperance les-
son, we might say everyone who loves his party
and office more than he does country and God,

22,23, Mighty to drink wine, Thesetwo
verses naturally go together. The reference is to
those in power, to judges who are drunkards or
who favor drunkenness—mighty in the barroon,
| but weak on the beneh. Mingle strong drink.
Not with water, but with spices or sweet sub-
stunces, 80 a8 to make it more palatable and to
cnable them to indulge more frecly, Which j
tify the wicked for a reward. * Bribe”
would be better than *“ reward.” 1ad Isaiah been
deseribing Tammany Hall in its palmiest day=, or
many a modern mayor, police judge, or politiciun,
he could not have drawn a more perfect picture,

The following has been quoted many times, but
it is well worth repeating: *“ A saloon can no more
be run without using up boys than a flouring mill
without wheat or a sawmill without logs. The
only question is, Whose boys—yours or mine?
our boys or our neighbors’ 2

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Seven Results of Intemperance.
I. AppeETITE,
Rise up... follow strong drink, v. 11,
Be not drunk with wine. Eph. 5, 15,
Take heed to yourselves. Luke 2
1L Imeiery,
Regard not., . . .the Lord, v. 12,
My lord delayeth, Luke 12, 45, 46,
Fear of the Lord. .. .knowledge,
11T, ENSLAVEMENT.
Goneinto captivity, v. 13,
Servant of sin.  John 8. 34,
Iis servants ye are.  Rom, 6. 16,
1V. Ruix,

Glory....shall descend. v. 14,
Way....to destruction. Matt, 7, 15,
Live after the flesh....die. Rom, &, 13,

V. WickepNEss,
Iniquity with cords. v. 18,
Last days scoffers, 2 Detel
Their ¢onscience seared. 1 Tim, 4.1, v,
VI. FaLsgnoon,

Call evil good. v. 20,

Loved darkness....deeds...
Light....be not darkness.
VII. SELF-CONFIDENCE,

Wise in their own eyes. v, 21,
More hope of a fool. Prov. 26, 12,

Let no man deceive himself. 1 Cor, 8, 18-20.

Prov. 1. 7.

.evil. John 3. 19,
Luke 11, 25,
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Thoughts for Young People.
On God’s Punishment of Sin.

1. Zhere can be mo law without penalty. The
evil results of sin are as truly its natural conse-
quences as broken limbs are consequent on violent
fulls,

2. Fuate cannot be ignored by blinding one's eyes.
These merry-hearted revelers who danced into
destruction were as really destroyed as if they had
mournfully moved thither in funeral robes.
There is no iniquity hidden from God. These
bribe givers and bribe takers, these underhanded
as well as outspoken sinners, were all under the
immanent eye of their almighty Judge, and so am
1, and so are you.

3. God’s love s shown in punishing iniquity as
really as in rewarding good, Were there no divine
court of appeals to which we could turn with con-
fidence, had we not as full faith in God’s justice
as in his love, the moral universe would be
turned into chaos,

4. In the midst of all scenes of sorvow we may
look up to God with confiding love. He tukes no
pleasure in the death of him that dieth. Ile hates
sin, but loves sinners, His judgments are always
measured, but his mercy is immeasuriible.

Lesson Word-Pictures.

What a morning scene! A man, rising up early,
steals to his pantry or sneaks out to the saloon that
he may smack his lips over the intoxicating cup.
Does he hear no voice of warning erying, * Woe,
woe?” Ile may hear, but he will not consider,
He is warned, but he despises the warning. There
is the look of a low, beastly purpose on his face,

It may kill him; what matter? Ile must drink.
His wife and children are in rags; what matter?
He must drink. There is no fire in the stove, no
wood in the shed, no food on the table ; what mat-
ter? He must drink., He chases after something
that drives him. Woe, woe to one beginning the
day when such a purpose is his companion. It
may be a young man starting out in the morning.
Heis not a drunkard ; he does not dress as a drunk-
ard 3 he has not the empty pockets of a drunkard.
There is the flush of health in his checks j he has
good clothes on his back ; money elinks in his
pocket ; the sun smiles upon him and he is pros-
pered, but—he must drink. It is a young peo-
ple's rally for sport in which he is interested, a
pienic off on an early train or boat, and he drinks
for the fun of it, the smartness of it, the sociability
of it. 1l¢ must drink again and again.

Follow up the course of one in the foolish, mad
pursuit after aleohol.

Night has come.

It is now the scene of an after-dark debauch. Tt
may be in the saloon. There is the sound of

musie, the quick stroke of the violin, the roll of the
harp, the blare of the cornet. There is a ring of
drinkers ; wine is in the midst of them. Home,
family, business—all things like duties are forgot-
ten, Everything seems to be forgotten save that
the throat is a spout down which something mad-
dening may be poured. The old drinker of the
morning is here; the youngman of the pienic is ut
the round of merriment in a house closing up the
day. Amid the blandishments of beckoning eyes,
honeyed voices, glittering goblets, sparkling wines,
soft musie, the young man forgets everything likc
a restraint,  When midnight drops its black fold~
on the noise of the revelry and hushes it, what an
idiot staggers out into the cool dark !

An idiot and a captive !

“Gone into captivity,” is the solemn cry of the
word of God, *“ because they have no knowledge.”
The young man at those picnic festivities and the
evening banquet has thrust his hands deliberately
into chains.

0, he can stop, he claims; but he never does
stop.

1le laughs when he is treated ; O, he ean stop--
but he drinks.

Ile smiles at the marriage collation when wine is
handed him ; O, he can stop—but he drinks.

He jokes when at his club a social glass is
passed ; O, he can stop—but he drinks.

In chains !

And every glass is another link.

Every swallow is another link.

Every sip is another link,

The links multiply ; the chains thicken. He is
more and more of a bondman, Ile is more and
more like the drunkard whose slavery is confessed
before all the world, who has just liberty enough,
loose chain enough, to get to the saloon, That is
the place where he is tied up, O, “the honorable
men famished” and the * multitude dried up with
thirst,” as cries the word of God !

How many live on the street called * Leanness
and ITunger?”

Poverty in the pocket.

Poverty in the home.

Poverty in the shop.

Poverty in the soul.

Leanness and hunger and poverty everywhere.

And thirst, what thirst!

The drunkard lives in a house with one room,
and that house is a furnace, Ile lives in Furnace
House, on the strect of “ Leanness and Iun-
ger.”

He burns in the morning, he burns at noon, he
burns at night. He puts out the fire with that
which makes more fire, ~ All through his body
rages the horrible fire. 1le is burning up and
burning out. Nothing but a body fire-caten, just
a cinder laid in the coffin at last.

And then how “hell hath enlarged herself” to
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reccive the drunkard !  Room, more room, alas,
for a great army is staggering down !

Wae, then, to those “ mighty to drink wine! "

Woe to the “men of strength ™ that “ mingle
strong drink !*?

Woe to those that go on !

Woe to those that begin !

Blackboard.

WARNING
O _You!

| Hoty TgiBLE

| IsA/5.1).

ASTE NOT. HANDLE
oucH NoT, NO

“WOE UNTO THEM”

STRONG DRINK’S

CAPTIVES.

RICH \
POOR
BRAINY { l
WEAK
ALL
FOOLISH, |

NO iDISEASE
WISE MEN. |LJEATH.

BEWARE
OF THE
FIRST GLASS.

| CONSEQUENCES,

GODLESSNESS.

HAME
LAVERY

POVERTY

BE NOT ONE OF THOSE

“THAT . . . FOLLOW STRONG
DRINK."

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The * strong drink” of the East, sheckar, was not
uly made of grapes. Pomegranates were used to
produce an intoxieating beverage. Lupine, skirret,
and some other herbs, and barley also, were used,
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mingled with spices, to make a strong beer, The
Mishna mentions an apple wine, possibly of the
nature of cider. Another compound was made of
honcy and pepper, known as honey wine, Debash
is still made by Syrians, us it was anciently, from
the grape, with milk and water added. The modern
name is dibs. A wine was made in Egypt from
dates. In India the palmetto tree furnishes an in-
toxicating juice. Throughout the most ancient
prehistorical times in the central plateaz of Asia
known as Iran, a portion of P 1, intoxicants
were freely used in public rel
The most ancient Hindoo seriptures, the Vedas, as
well as the wost ancient Zoroastrian literature,
speak in loud praise of the Soma, or Homa, juice.
It was not only used, though grossly intoxicating,
in many religions ceremonies, but itself became an
object of worship, if' we may judge from the hymns
of praise composed to it, which have survived to
ourtime, and are translated by learned Sanskritists,
as Iaug, Wilson, Muller, and Muir.

The custom of accompanying banquets or bac-
chanalia with music and dancing never been
absent from the festivities of the Eas The bag-
pipe now used differs from that of Europe in hav-
ing one or more pipes besides the main one.  This
instrument belongs to western Asia chicfly, not
having been known in Egypt or Arabia. There
are, besides, several kinds of flute ; ashrill flute or
flageolet was used in Egypt. The tabret or tam-
bourine, a combination of drum and eymbul, was a
favorite musieal instrument found in most houses,
and much used in social and religious festivals to
accompany dancing. It is as old as Miriam’s duy,
and older, for it figures in Assyrian and Egyptian
monuments,

Such a combination of musie, dancing, and
drunkenness as is described here, supplemented
by other forms of voluptuous rioting, was common
among oriental prinees and rich persens, and was
more or less imitated among the masses on pre-
seribed oceasions,

s eeremonies,

By Way of Illustration.

TEMPERANCE LESSON,

Intemperance is a food destroyer., Brewers and
distillers destroy more than fifty million bushels
of grain annually in this country, We are told
that that amount would furnish three hundred one-
pound loaves of bread to each family in the United
States, These loaves would pave a street thirty
feet wide nearly across the continent, and it would
be better to do that, or throw them into the Mis-
sissippi, than to turn the grain into a curse, It is
sin to destroy food, and no nation will prosper long
that favors such a waste. T have read that in the
year of the great famine in Ireland, when so many
died of starvation, enough grain was distilled in




whisky on Irish soil to have saved every life and ;
to have given all enough to eat, had it been made
into bread,—Jennings.

Will you not give up a poor tickling of the
palate, an unwholesome tingling of the brain to
rescue your nation from a blighting degradation ¢
Not long ago there was an explosion in u colliery,
by which four hundred miners were suddenly
hurled amid shattered ruins into horrible death.
It was caused by a single miner who had opened
his safety lanp to light his pipe. To that pipe
were sacrificed four hundred precious lives of
fathers, husbands, and sons. The social atmos-
phere around us is full of the explosive fire damp
of intemperance. Total abstinence is our safety
lamp.—Farrar,

Here is a wise Greek proverb: * The wine press
is the fountain of insanity.” It is the fountain,
also, of all sorts of erime, There are just as many
policemen in London as there are grogshops—
fourteen thousand of each. If therc eame next
yeur an increase of five thousand grogshops, there
would have to be five thousand additional police-
men employed. Butsuppose there was an increase,
instead, of five thousand bakeries or groceries or
dry goods shops ; not a single additional police-
man need be employed in consequence, except to
proteet them from burglars and sneak thieves who
steal money to spend in grogshops.

There are to be found in various places in our
country large coramunities where they have no
paupers and no erimes. It is not necessary to say
that those are the places where dramshops are un-
known. A few years ago there was a county in
Minnesota, containing several thousand inhabit-
ants, where they had been so successful in ban-
ishing rum that for several years they had
built no jail and no courthouse, and for years had
not had a session of court in the county.— (. F,
Wright.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw from the class facts concerning Isaiah, his
family, his rank, his place of residence, the char-
acter of his prophecy, the men with whom he had
to deal....Date of this lesson. Who were kings
of Judah and Israel? What was the relative
strength of the neighboring powers?! How was
the destruction herc threatened to be brought to
pass?....Prevalent iniquity of Israel and Judah
nobles. The land question and the liquor ques-
tion....Enumerate the woes of the lesson. Strong
drink, defiance of God, the obliteration of the dis-
tinetion between evil and good. Self-conceit and
bribery....Trace the historic fulfillment of this
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References.
Freeman, Ver, 5: The pipe, 2005 the psaltery,
432, Ver. 22: Mixed wine, 460,

OPTIONAL HMYMNS,
No. 1.

Yield not to temptation,
Rescue the perishing.
No compromise.
We'll help the cause along,
The sparkling rill,

No. 2.
Soldiers of the cross, arise.
Lift up the Gospel banner,
1 am the way.
Temperance rally.
Help the erring.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. On whom docs the propliet pronounce a woe ¢
On those that will follow strong drink.

2. On whom is a second woe pronounced? On
those that will justify sin,

3. On whom is a third woe pronounced? On
those who will not be taught their duty.

4. On whom is a fourth woe pronounced? On
those that justifly wickedness for a re-
ward,.

5. Repeat the Gopex Texr: ¢¢ Woe unto
them,?? ete.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.

69. Where are prayer and thenksgiving joined
together?
Philippians iv. 6,

70. Where should we offer our prayers and
thanksgivings?

We are required to offer up our prayers an
hanksgivings publicly in the bly of Go .~
people, and privately in our chambers.

The Drunkards’ Looking-Glass.
[From an ancient manuseript.]
THE DRUNKARDS' LOOKING-GLASS §

Or, a short View of their Present Shame and'

Future Misery.—Published in Love to those
concerned, and recommended to them s n
tender Caution, to avoid the same excess.

You that are not professed Atheists, but pro-

prophecy ... Draw application to modern life.

fessed Christians, and yet are guilty of so loath-
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some a vice as excess and Drunkenness is, pray
be entreated and persuaded, at the most sober
seasons, to consider your present states, and the
sad and lamentable Effects that will and do cer-
tainly attend and follow such practices, viz. :

First, SoMe  GENERAL  Errecrs THEREOF !
Drunkenness makes a man wnfit for Good,
Drowneth and Infatuateth the senses, Depraveth
the Reason, Besots the Understanding.  Causes
Error in Judgment. Tt is hurtfull to the mind,
Defiles the Conscience. Hardens and steals a way
the Heart. Brings a spiritual Lethargy, Ttis a
work of Darkness, An Anmnoyance to Modesty,
A Gate to Debauchery. A Discloser of Secrets.
A Betrayer of trust. A Depriver of Honesty, A
forerunner of Mis It Cracks men's credits,
Empties their Purses. Consumeth their Estates,
Violates the rules of Temperance. Perverts the
order of Nature. Causes Profane, scurrilous and
cursed speeches. Ranting, Swearing and Blas-
phemy. Quarreling, fighting and Murder. It is
the Mother of Mischief. The father of vice and
pride. The nurse of Riot and Fury. The School
of Lying and Slander. A Discoverer of folly,
An  Oppressor of Nature. An Impairer of
Health. It Deformeth the Visage. Corrupteth
the Breath. Stupefies the spirits. Intoxicates
the Brain. Decayeth the Memory. Begets un-
natural Thirst. Inflameth the Blood. Causes
Stammering of Speech. Reeling and Staggering
to and fro, Filthy and Loathsome Vomiting,
Dropsies, surfeits, Fevers, etc. Itisa voluntary
madness. A Deceiver of Fools. It Decays the
Moral Virtues. A Bewitching Poison. An In-
vited Enemy. A Flattering Devil. Causes for-
getfulness of God. A Provoker of his Judg.
ments, Hastens (and often brings untimely)
Death. And at last destroys the Soul.

SecoNpLy: Some particular Characters of a
Drunkard; A Drunkard in that state is indis-
posed to Virtue, Is a Licentious person. Makes
his Belly his God. Is worse than a Brute. A
Companion of Riot and Revelling, A Game and
Sport to Profane people. A Ridiculous object,
His own Sorrow, Woe and Shame. His Wife's
Grief.  His Children's Disgrace. Ilis Neigh-
bour's  Contempt and Derision.  His family's
Ruin, A thief to himself. A Scandal to Chris-
tianity. A Reproach to Religion. A Dishonour
to God. Unfit for civil society. An abuser of
God's mercies, and good Creatures. A Loser of
his precious time. A Destroyer of his reputation,
Parts and Credit. Is subject to many Dangers,
A Slave to the Devil and his own Lust, A Trav-
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eller to Destruction. A transgressor of the Laws
of God and Man. Against whom woes are pro-
nounced.  His own soul's enemy. A Human
Monster. And at last will be excluded God's
Kingdom. Also, there have been many signal,
dreadful and amazing examples, that Divine
Vengeance hath suffered to overtake some Health
Drinkers, and quaffing, carousing Drunkards, as
History relates.

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour.

— W thank thee, then, O Father,
For all things bright and good,
The seedtime and the harvest,
Our life, our health, our food !
Accept the gifts we offer
For all thy love imparts,
And—what thou most desirest—
Our humble, thankful hearts,
All good gifts around us
Are sent from heaven above !
Then thank the Lord, O, thank the Lord
For all his love! —Claudius.

— Let us give thanks to God upon Thanksgiving
Day. Naturc is beautiful, and fellow-men are
dear, and duty is close beside us, and he is over us
and in us, We want to trust him with a fuller
trust, and so at last to come to that high life where
we shall ““Be careful for nothing, but in every-
thing, by prayer and supplication, with thanks-
giving, let our request be made known unto
God ;" for that, and that alone, is peace.— Phillips
Brooks.

— Not the arms of Israel put the Philistines to
flight, but the prayers of Samuel.— Zange.

— Goodness hath been ever a stronger guard
than valor, It is the surest poliey always to have
peace with God.— Biskop Hall,

— Whatever good there is in us, or is done by
us, at any time, it must be aseribed to the grace of
God. If the heart bend at any time the right way,
it is because he has touched it. One touch is
enough when it is divine.—Henry.

— The Gospel professed may lift & man unto
heaven ; but it is only the Gospel possessed that
brings a man into heaven.—=Secker,

— The slightest sorrow for sin is sufficient, if it
produce amendment ; the greatest is insufficient,
ifit do not.— Colton.

— Man may follow a theusand delusive meteors,
but the only true light is the light of God's coun-
tenance,— Farrar.

— He who sins against men may fear discovery,
but he who sins against God is sure of it.—Joues,
of Nayland.
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PRIMARY TEACHERS' DEPARTMENT.

The Child at the Door.
Behold, I stand at the door.—Rev. 3 : 20,

BY MARY A. LATHBURY. \
Tuere’s a child outside your door,
Let him in.
He may never pass it more,—
Let him in.
Let a little wandering waif
Find a shelter sweet and safe
In the love and light of home,
Let him come.

There's a cry along your street,

ay by day ;
There’s a soun! of little feet
Gone astray.
Open wide your guarded gate
For the little ones that wait,
Till a voice of love from home
Bid them come.

There’s a voice divinely sﬁ'reet,

Calls to-day ;
“ Will you let these little feet

Stray away ?

Let the lambs be homeward led

And of you it shall be said,

“ You have doae it faithfully

Unto me.””

We shall stand some solemn day
At His door.

Shall we hear the Master say
O'er and o’er—

“¢ Let the children all come in
From a world of pain and sin ;
Open wide the doors of Home,

Children, come.”’

—Union Signal,

Y —e—————

Primary Paragraphs,

Locke says, * He that has found a way how to
keep up a child’s spirit, easy, active, and free, and
yet at the same time to restrain him from many
things he has a mind to, and to draw him to

hings that are uneasy to him; he, I say, that
knows how to reconcile these seeming contradic-

There is the restless child,. He does not need
to be told that you have planned ways in which
lie may * help” you on purpose to work off alittle
of his surplus activity, and so make the lesson
tteaching a restful and pleasant change.  Rather
leave him free to imagine that his quiet attention

is the thing that you might expect.
Wy

“Freddie, how do you like the new teacher?”
asked a mother of her boy. “First-rate; she
never tells me to keep still, nor nothing.  And I
help her lots, mamma.” “ What can you do to
help her, Fred? " “ 0, I do different things. Last
Sunday I sorted the papers. Once I picked out
the pieces of chalk for her, and had 'em all ready
touse, It took a good while, 'cause there’s so
many colors, And say, mamma, she always says
¢if you please’ and * thank you,’ just as polite.”

The tactful teacher will try many ways before
resorting to open rebuke. Even if a child is very
trying, the quiet word spoken to him alone will,
in most cases, be found more effectual than any
amount of justly deserved scolding * before folks.”
/‘\//’

Trying daye come to every teacher of the little
ones. The spirit of mischief seems to pervade
the class. Little eyes and thoughts are every-
where save on the lesson. Then must the teacher
turn to the great Father and Mother heart brood-
ing over her and her little charge, and “take”
fresh supplies of patience, tact, and love, or the
day will be lost.

—_— e

Points for Primary Teachers., |

——

ool bbb |

Tuk primary teacher is one of the most im-
portant factors in the moral and spiritual train-
ing of children, hence the very best teachers
should be reserved for this work. Don’t try to

tions, has, in my opinion, got the true secret of
education.” '

Just this the successful primary teacher must

learn to do, and it is an art that is not speedily

“Yearned. Love is the teacher, and love does not
tire or give way to discouragement.

be a primary teacher unless you can be regular

and punctual in your attendance at Sunday-
school. Children acquire good habits, as well
as bad ones, much more readily by example
than by precept. You are perhaps making or
marring & life by your example. And you
must have much consecrated common sense,
a large fund of patience, and a determination
to serve the Lord even under difficulties.
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They acquired the habit of churchgoing,

It is important that children should go to Sun-
day school, but it is even more important that
they should go to church. Sad indeed is the con-
dition of a young person who imagines himself or
lierself too old to go to Sunday school and yet
perhaps too young to go to church, as they have
always been trained to think that the church is
only for old people.

Sunday school attendance does not develop
chureh attendance—indeed, it rather works against
it if children are not accustomed to attend church
ax well as Sunday school,

Y u—

Children as Helpers,
BY M. V. M,

Tur most successful Sunday school is the one
in which the largest (proportionate) number of
children are actively and cordially engaged in
helping.  No superintendent, however gifted, is
able to carvy on a school alone,  The cooperation
of assistants is needed certainly, but quite as cer-
tainly the cooperation of papils. And it may be
had.  The children are ready and waiting to be
taken into partnership and help to carry the
school to a successful issue. But it must be a
hip.  The superi must really
want and appreciate the help the children are able
to give, and let them know it. Then it shall be
seen how veadily and royally these eager young
souls will give,

Let the children help in keeping order. An
orderly superintendent must have an orderly
school or bid good-bye to his peace of mind. This
can only be secured by the interested help of the
childven. It is not difficult to create an esprit de
corps in a school. “England expects every man
to do his duty” worked wonders of daring even
intimid souls, The brave, believing superintend-
ent who expects every pupil to help promote
order in the school will not be disappointed, pro-
vided always that works keep step with faith.

Let the children help in carrying good reading
into the homes. In order that they may do this
intelligently, and therefore effectively, the super-
intendent should now and then speak appre-
ciatively of the reading matter which is dis-
tributed.  In order to do this it is necessary to
be acquainted with the quality of it, by no means
assuming that it is right and fit because issued
by a religious house,

Let the children help to catry on the great mis-

real part

sionary work of the day. It is within the power
of little hands to wipe out that wonder of the
angels, a missionary debt, and to put new heart
and hope into missionary workers, If superin-
tendent and teachers will but unite faithfully and
carnestly in leading on the Sunday school host to
help as they can, the work will be done.

Children love to be told what to do and how to
doit. Urge them to earn money for their own
offering, and suggest ways and means by which
they may do it. Instruct as to wise methods in
the use of collection cards, if they are used, and
always aim to make the children feel your own
interest in the good cause you commend to them,

** What are you doing with those ugly images ¥ "
asked a lady of a primary superintendent.

“0, the children of my class have collection
cards, and I am going to make these old idols help
to raise money for their own overthrow.”

“Do you really think they can help¥ »

“Why, to be sure they can, and will. My
children hecome interested, and go home to talk
of what they have seen and heard. What in.
terests children interests parents, and the cards
come back filled. 0, yes, the images help ! "

But the best result of letting children help is
that they are themselves helped. And for this
we labor first and always, that the dear children
of our love and care may be brought to Christ,
and that right early,

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER.

LESSON V. (November 3.)
SAMUEL THE JUDGE. 1 Sam. 7. 5-15.

Goroex Texr. “Hitherto hath the Lord helped
us” (1 8am. 7.

Primary Notes,
BY MRS, J. H, POLHEMUS,

Muny years ago there

lived & wise man named

Archimedes, The king of

[ the country where he lived

| once had a new crown made,

| and when it was finished he

I wl” he PH\Q? thought the goldsmith had

{ cheated him by mixing
something with the gold so that it was not pure.
He couldn’t tell surely himself, so he asked Archi-
medes to find out.  Archimedes didn’t know how
at first, but he kept thinking about it tili, one day
(thestory says while he was taking a bath), the way
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to find out came into his mind and he hurried out,
suying a8 he went, “ Eureka!” which means, “I
huve found it.”  You see just the one word meant
what it took four to tell; since then people often
uxe that one word when they want to say they have
found something, so that whenever we hear the
word * Eureka,” we think of what it means, and
know that something has been found. T have told
you this story beenuse I want you to know how
much a word can mean, and because I want to teach
you to-day a word that has a beautiful meaning, &
word I hope you will say very often.

The Jews used to think a great deal of what a
name meant.  Whenever God helped them in some
wonderful way they would call the place where
they were helped by a name, the meaning of which
would remind them of what had happened. [Illus-
trations : Gen. 22. 14; 32, 30; Exod. 17. 15.] Jewish
children’s names were chosen for their meaning.
What was the title of our lust lesson ¢ What was the
child’s name? [Print * Samuel ” at top, left-hand
of board.] You remember the sweet story of the
mother who prayed so earnestly for o little child,
and when God gave her a boy buby she called himn

Samuel, because Samuel means “asked of God.” |
Well, it was Samuel who used the word we are to |

learn to-day it is printed on the Poard, a long,

hard word, but one you will understand by and by. |
Just now I only want you tosay the word. [Repeat

till all can say Ebenezer.]

The child Samuel did what all children doj :
every day he grew a little, and so in time he be- |

came & man, While he was growing up he still
lived in the tabernacle, and the Bible says—
[1 Sam. 8. 19, 20). Samuel was not only a prophet,
but he became a judge [finish printing title] and
ted the Israclites ; they needed a judge very much,
for again they were in trouble. [Tell of the war
with the Philistines and how the ark was tuken
from Shiloh, with the sad results (1 Sam. 4. 1-18).
Tell what was done with the ark, and show in map
the places to W hich it was taken, and its final rest-
ing place (chaps. 5-7. 2). Now give the event
found in verses 8-11, making altar with lamb upon
it, leaving Ebenezer on front side. Tell of the stone
set up by Samuel and called Ebenezer because it
meant * Hitherto,” ete. Print Golden Text below
altar.]

What does Ebenezer mean? You can suy your
Golden Text in just one word—Ebenezer—and
whenever you say Ebenczer you think it means
—what ?

There have been many people since Samuel lived
who have been able to say Ebenezer. Why?
Because God has helped them.,  Who loves to help
us? Jesus. [Print at left of altar.] That lamb
and altar make me think of something Jesus did.
What? Beeause he lived and died for us.  We
know he ix our heiper, and if you are his child you
wan say, * Jesus, my helper.” [Print at right of

altar.] There is living to-day lady who has hud
great trouble ; her husband and four of her children
have died, and she is very lonely, but she never
compluins and is brave and cheerful. If you should
ask her how she can be so, she would suy, ** Ehen
ezer "—**the Lord hath helped me.”

1 know a boy who gets angry, O, xo quickly!
and yet when the angry feeling comes into his
heart, and the angry words to his lips, he is able
to overeome them and be pleasunt and forgiving.
If you should ask him how he did it, he would suy,
« Ebenezer "—* the Lord hath helped me.”

Whatever way you need God’s help, you eun
Lave it, and whenever you are able to overcome o1
béar trouble and disappointment, T want you to suy
as Samuel did, * Ebenezer”—*the Lord hath
helped me.” Suppose you try this weck, and when
ever you are helped make u round murk on picee
of puper to stand for a stone; then bring it next
Sunday for me to see how many times you have
suid * Ebenezer.”

Sue ons ror Covomine,  Title, yellow ; altur,
brownj lamb, white; * Ebenezer” and Golden
Text, white; ¢ Jesus, my helper,” green.
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Kindergarten Hints.

BY MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER.

KinpERGARTEN DEPARTMENT,  Sumucl the Judyge.
1 Sam. 7. 3-6, 12,

Gowpkx Texr. “Hitherto hath the Lord helped
us (1 8am., 7. 12).

Ams 1o i KispEreartser. oy Bible,
Psalms 20, 99; Old Testament History (Smith),
pages 871-378; Cambridge Bible Jfor Schools (Kcil
and Delitzsel); Hours with the Bible (Geikie.
vol, il Seripture Readings (Chalmers), vol. ii.

ATTENTION STORY.

The little boy Samuel grew strong and larze
He still worked uwu{' in the temple, serving (
by being helpful to the minister and to the people.
Everybody knew that he was good, and every body
loved him. By and by he became onme of the
iudgmx whose work was to tell the people about the

aw and to help them to be good. ~He prayed very
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often, and asked Goid to tell Nim just what to Ky
ane What 1o dogso e eoul o help toe people to be

good, Tt was haed work 1o him to et them to |

love God and serve hinn, dle loy-d the elildren
and tie youth, At one place he taught the o to
read and write, and also taugnt them s, so that
they could sing in the chuvel, 8o Nousee, hittie

peo de, what a good num he was and how he was |
domg god ali the tine, Do you not think when |

the minister, i ¥ teh ol superintendent,
and the ieaener work very hund to | elp othersto be
good and Tupp, , that everybody ougl't to try real
hard to Le coud't il you'all 1y ¢ Sumuel isked
all the people who worshiped idols to put them
away, that their heaits mght be ready to serve
God.  The people suidl that they would put away
the gods and pray to the true God.  Then he said
let ull the people come together and he would pray
for them. 'l"w) did so, and they sud they were
sorry for any nauzhty things they had done, and
aftor that they all praved together,  Tren Samuel

set up a lurge stone, which wus to he a sign that |

God had helped them, Let us read sbout i, [Read
1 Sam, 7. 8-6,12,]

Explain unusu 1 words:  Ashtaroth,” % Philis-
tinos,” “deliver,” ¢ Bualim,” “serve,” * Mizpeh,”
‘“Shen,”

OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text,

Monday, Samucl asked all the people to come
back to God and to pray to him and to put away
the idols, These people did not pray to a calf,
but to some other image, and it was just as naughty
as it was when the people in the wilderness, years
before, worshiped the calf.

Tuesday. Sumucl told the people to get their
hearts ready to serve God, because he knew their
hearts must be pure, loving, and true before there
could he good and true serviee,

Wednesday. 'The people were obedient, and did
asthe good judge, Samuel, told them to do, heeanse
they believed that his heart was pure and that God
would teach him how to help them. Little children
trust and obey their purents and teachers in that
way.

Thursday. et theteachertalk of prayer. Samuel
and all the people believed that God was their
friend and that he would help them. They asked
him for help to he good,

Friday. Let the teacher impress a lesson of
gratitude, showing that whenever God or people
help us we should remember it always. The world
is full of people who are lielping each other, and
God is helping us all.  If some one does a helpful,
loving aet for us, and we eannot serve them in
return, we can show our gratitude by serving some
one else, for there is always a place and a way for
doing good.

Narvne Wonk, Leaves may be studied, You
have been enjoying the colors of the leaves during
the past weeks, and now, little people, ean you
remember how many colors you saw?  Notice how
long the oak tree holds its durk-brown leaves after
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the red and yellow leaves of the muple trees have
blown awuy,

Art Work. You muy get xome autumn scene,
where color is prominent cnough to refleet itself
in the water,  The sunset view of un autumn lands
seape will give o fine color study for the chiliren,

Haso Work, Let the small ehildren pick up a
few stones which they think are pretty, and after
washing them they may outline them on their
slates or on drawing pads, Here is an Gpportunity
to observe variety and shape, as well as to illus-
trate individuality, by comparison,

The Traxsimion Crass muy color the stone on

| the eurd,

Sciexce ar [ome wrrn Morukn.  Study indi-
viduaiity, No two leaves are exuctly alike, ecither
in color or in form, so no two people are alike,
either in appesrance or expression, Ilow very
wonderful it is to see people in the same family
look o differently, and think ditferently about the
same things, yet they love each other dearly and
agree ahout most things, living peacefully together.
This ix the peace whieh God gives,

LESSON VI. (November 10,)
SAUL CHOSEN KING. 1 Sam. 10, 17-27.

Goroen Texr, “The Lord reigneth; let the
earth rejoice ' (Psalm 97, 1),

Primary Notes,

There was onee in New
York city a great procession,
Fhere were regiments of sol-
diers in iight uniforms;
there were gay flags and
y b many  bands playing fine
£ OVER US [ RTS (RN begin to

w3  tell you all that made the
procession 8o long or so beautiful, but I can tell
you what it was for, It was all in honor of a young
man who rode in an open earringe, and for whom
hats were taken off and handkerchiefs waved us he
passed.  Are you wondering why he should have
thix done for him? It was beeause he was the son
of u queen and would some day be a king; the
crown [uncoveror muke] that his mother wus wears
ing would xome day be his, and he would reign
[print on erown]—that is, be the ruler of u great
country. I suppose u good many boys who saw
him ride by wished they could be in his place and
some time be a king, but whether this is =0 1 can’t
be sure ; but I do know of some people who wighed
they hud a king of their own. [Print “king"
at top and right of board ; the title, when finished,
forms an arch.] They saw people living around
them who had kings, while they had none, and
they thonght they would be a great deal better off
if they had a king to rule them and lead them in
battles. It was true this people had had no earthly
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king, but they had had some one better than any
king eould be.  God himself had been their ruler
and leader, and had gained many victories for
them over their enemies. Can you tell me the
name of this peoplet  You remember the Sunday
wo talked about the judges I told you that ever
since the Isrnelites had been brought out of Egypt
Moses, Joshua, the judges, and now Samuel, had
only been the men through whom God had led
them 3 they only obeyed God’s directions and told
lie Israelites God’s commands. Wasn’t it strange
they were dissatisfied ¢ But this is what we learn
about them to-day—that they wanted a King. [Tell
of the visit and message to Samuel (chap. 8. 4, 5),
of what Samuel did, his directions, the deseription
given of the king, and the result (8. 6-22).] As
the Tsraelites had never had a king before, one
must be chosen [print before * king”). Who would
ehoose him?  Not the Israelites or Samuel, but
God; and God told Samuel he would send him a
man who should be anointed king. [Tell the story
of 8aul as found in the ninth chapter, and deseribe
the anointing and Saul’s return home (10, 1-16).]

Now the time had come for the people to know
who was to be their king, for Samuel had not yet
told them as [ have told you, What yas his name !
{Print *Saul” before t chosen,” and then give
losson story (10, 17-27).] When the Israelites saw
their new king they were very glad. They shouted,
and xaid : * God save the king!” They thought
it was a time to be glad and rejoice [print], but I
think it was really a sad duy. Can you think why ?
Phere is a verse in our lesson that tells us [read
the first part of verse 19]. They had said, We
want a king, instead of having Ged for our king.
0, how sorry they were by and by! You will
Jearn about it when you hear more of their story.
Now I want you to think of another time, long af-
terward, when the Jews made a sad mistake in
choosing a king.

1 am thinking of a large room, filled with sol-
diers and men, all gathered around and looking at
one Man. He is dressed in a purple robe, and on
his head is a crown—not made of gold, but of
thorns. Hark! some one spenks, It is the gov-
ernor, before whom the Man is standing. He says
to the erowd, * Behold your King!™ and hack
comes a shout, * Away with him!" ¢ Crucify
him!” “Why!" says the governor, “ghall 1
crucify your King?” And some one answered,
“We have no king but Cwsar.” Who was the
King in the purple robe?  As the Jews in our les-
son to-day rejected God, so years after they re-
jected Jesus, O, sad, sad day !

Dear children, as Pilate said that day to the
Jews 1 want to say to you: * Behold your King!”
Jesus wants to come into your heart [make a heart
around the crown] to-day and reign there. If you
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may indeed rejoice. David said—[repeat Golden
Text and finish printing]. If the Lord truly reigns
in our hearts and lives, we may sing with great joy,
« We are children of a King.”

[Sing first verse.]

SucarsTions For Cororing, Heart, white ; erown
and title, yellow; *The Lord reigneth,” white;
“ Rejoice,” red, outlined with white.

Kindergarten Hints.
KinpERGARTEN DEparTMENT.  Suul Chosen King.
1 Sam, 10, 17-27.

Gotoex Texr. * Upon the harp will T praise
Thee” (Psalm 43. 4).

Ams 1o thE KinpEreartser.  Holy Bible,
1 Sam. 10, 1-9; 1 Peter 2. 11-17; Old Testament
History (Smith), pages 380-386 ; Life and Times of
Samuel and Saul (Drone), pages 83, 84, 62 Prophets
and Kings of the Old Testament (Maurice) ; Hours
with the Bible (Geikie), vol. iii; Judge me, O God,
Psalm 43, cight voices, Mendelssohn.

ATTENTION STORY.

A long time after the prayers and the talks which
Samuel and the people cn{nyrll together, Sumuel
told them all to come to that place where he had
set up the stone, to Mizpeh, and there he talked to
them of God, telling’ them to remember how God
had cared for the people in the wilderness. Hle
said that he was sorry to know that they wanted a
king now, beeause he thought God’s care was
enough, it they thought they must have a king
who would wear a crown and sit on & throne, he
said that they might choose one. Who should be
chosen? God sent a young man to Samuel onc
day to ask a question of him. Everyone knew
that Samuel was very wise, and so whe they
could not find out things themselves they would
go to him. So this young man, whose name wis
Saul, went to Samuel, and—what do you think !—
Samnel said to him: ¢ Go up before me unto the
high place, for ve shall eat with me to-day : and in
the morning I will let thee go, and will tell thee all
that is in thine heart.” Saul was very much sur-
prised to have the prophet speak to him in that
manner, and he was much more surprised to have

accept him and obey him, he will lead and guide
you as no other king could ; if you accept him you

the holy oil poured on his head, which meant that
he was chosen to be king. After this there was 8
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public choice, and all the people came together,
and they passed before Samuel family by fumily,
By und by a fumily came in which was this young
mian, and the people thought he would be just t)

one to be their King, and they chose him, The |

first thing he did was to run away and hide, but
some of the people ran ufter him and brought him
back. When he stood beside the people he was
taller than any of them, and they shouted, * God
save the king Then Samuel wrote in a book all

the rules for a kingdom, and then almost all the
people went home to their own houses, but a few
men went home with the new king, Iere in the
Bible is the story written, [Read 18am, 10, 17-27, ]

Explain unusual words: ** Delivered,” ‘op-
pressed,” “adversities,” “ tribulations,” ¢ tribes,”
 Matri,” ¢ Kish.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and

Golden Text,

Monday. Samuel tried to teach gratitude to the |

people, and he was sorry that they wanted some
one besides God to be their ruler. e reminded
them of the way by which God had led them.

Tuesday.  The tencher may tulk of families and
tribes of that time being like the families and towns
we have now.  Explain simply that the family was
the first of all institutions, It was, and it is, first
to receive God's blessing,

Wednesday.  Saul must have been very modest
aud quict to run and hide where they kept the
buggage.  Perhaps he thought that if Le ran off
some one else would he chosen, and perhaps he
thought it was wrong to have a king, as he had
heard what Snmuel had said to the people about it,

Thursday, Saul came with the men when they
found him, and that shows that he was willing to
help, or to be their King if it was best to have a
king.

Friday. TLet the teacher explain how God |

tonched the hearts of some of the men, and they
felt that they must help the fumilies and the tribes,
Then it will be profitable to talk of our King who
is Lord of all the earth, and we are so glad we
would like to do as David suid in our Golden
Text.

Narere Wonrk. The earth rejoices in harvest
now, and the King over all has given fruits for

cach season,  Now we have guinees and eranber- |

ries to learn about,  Onee a little girl living in the
city thought eranberries were little apples.  They
grow in most sandy soil and need much air and
water,  (The teacher may find much information
on these subjeets in the Eneyclopedia Britannica,
vols. vi and xx.)

Arr Work, Let the teacher show some paint-
ing of fruit to the children, and let them name the
color and variety of each kind represented.

Hanp Work. The kindergarten children may
draw pictures of eranberries. Some of the berries
are a perfect sphere, while others are a little ob-
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long. Some of them are pink, and some of differ-
ent shades to durk purple.

The TransiTion Crass may sew the lesson card.

Science ar Hose witn Mormner.  Read and tulk
of uutumn fruits and their uses. Many of them
have very beautiful blossoms during the flower
season, and afterward the usetul fruit. There are
some trees and shrubs which are merely ornamental,
but thereby they give mueh pleasure to our senses
of sight and smell, while others do this and are use-
ful ulso, us they bear fruit which gives pleasure to
the taste and helps, too, in sustaining life. Some
people ure beuutiful, but some are both beautiful
and useful,  Many who have not benutiful faces
have u beautitul life, and to be good is much bet-
ter und greater than to be handsome.

LESSON VII. (November 17.)
SAUL REJECTED. 1 Sam. 15. 10-28.

Gowpex Text.  “To obey is better than sae-
rifice” (1 Sam. 15, 22),

Primary Notes.

Does the picture on the

Given *OCOD lmunl. make you think of

= anything you ever saw?

( | What is it called ¢ © Where

\ | huve you seen scales,  For

| what are they used? If 1

iNof MY Wi Il uhfnuhl put  two .li-l!'n-runl.

I things on the two sides of

the scales, how would I know which weighed the

most ! What kind of things can be weighed by

scales . There are u good many things we need to

know the value of; or what they are worth, for

which we cannot use seales,  Sometimes there are

two things we wounld like to do, but before doing

one of them we want to know which ix better, but

we ean't put such things in seales.  No, we have

to weigh them in our minds, as we say; that is,
think about ench aud deeide which is better,

Sometimes we make mistakes about the value or

worth of things, but there is one who always

| knows just the true worth of everything. Wi ¢

Two people are doing what seems to us very good
work, but God knows that the work of'one is vorth
much more than that of the other. He tees that
one person is doing the work to please God, and the
other to muke people think well of him. Do yon
remember the Jesus was in the temiple and saw
the people drop their money into the box ¢ I sup-
pose those who saw the widow put in that tiny
piece of money didn’t think it was worth much
compared with the bigger gifts ; but what did . esus
say ? [Luke 21. 1-4.]

Our lesson to-day tells us what God thinks of
two good things—which he thinks is worth the
most.  To find out we must go back to our story
of the Israelites and their new king, whose name
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was what? [Print ¢ 8aul” at top of board.] At
first they were very much pleased with King Saul,
for he proved to be a brave nun who led them
uguinst their enemies and helped them guin a great
vietory, [1 Sum. 11.] But though Saul was brave
he was not like Culeb, who foliowed the Lord
how? Soon after this great vietory weread of his
displeasing God, und how Samuel said some very
sad words to him. [Read 1 Sam, 13. 13,14.] You
would have thought after this Saul would have
been very careful to be obedient § but listen while
I tell you what he did not long after Sumuel’s
warning.

[Tell lesson story, giving God’s message to Saul
and how it was obeyed, making very plain Suul’s

disobedicnee; then tell what God told Samuel, |

Samuel’s grief, and his visit to Saul, picturing the
seene as vividly as possible. Close with Samuel’s
words in verse 26, printing * rcjected” after
“8aul " and explaining its meaning (15. 1-26 ).]

What did Saul say was to be done with the sheep
and oxen that were saved? [Print  Suerifice.”]
Didn't it please God to have his people offer sac-
rifices to him? Then why was he displeased with
them? [Read verse3.] Whenthese animals were
saved Saul and the Israclites did not do what?
[Print * Obey.”] Weall know it is a good thing to
obey God, so we have two good things written on
the board,and we now want to find out which is
of more value in God’s sight.

Suppose mamma should say to her little daughter,
“ Mary, I'm going away to mukea vixit; while I
am gone [ want you to hem these towels and put
your room in perfeet order.” Now suppose, when
mamma came back, Mary should say, *Dear
mamma, I love you so much; sce what a beautiful
table cover I've made you. I spentall my own
money to buy the things of which to make it.”
What do you think muamma would say, and how
would she feel?  But suppose, after a little,'she
should find the towels not hemmed and Mary’s
voom still in disorder, how do you think thut
would make her fecl?  Which do you say she
would think better, that Mary hud sacrificed—that
means given her time und moncy—to muke her a
pretty present, or that xhe should have obeyed hert?
1 am sure you will all say it would have been bet-
ter for Mary to obey, und that wus just the way
that God felt about Saul. Saumuel told Suul so in
the words of our Golden Text. [Repeat and finish
printing.]

Do you know that God fecls in the same wuy to-
day ? I loves to have you give him what you
ean, but he loves better 1o have you obey him per-

fectly. In his night toobey is better than sacrifice. |

Will you remember this as longas you live, and try
to obey God us you should ?

SuaoksTions For CoLoriNg, Seales, white ; title,
light brown, outlined with white; Golden Text,
blue.
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SACRIFICE

Kindergarten Hints.
Kixpercartexy Departaest.  Saul Rejected.
1 Sam. 15, 10, 11, 16, 17, 19, 23 (last clause).
Gorpex Texr. ** We will obey the voice of the
Lord " (Jer. 42. 6).

Aws 1o e Kixperoarrser. Iloly Bible,
Prov. 1. 22-33; Isa. 13 Jobertson’s Sermons,
& Obedience the Organ of Spiritual Knowledge 3
History of the Jews (Milmun); Shipwrecks of
Faith (Trench).

ATTENTION STORY.

1t is tco bad that Saul hecame careless about his
life. e did not remember God’s word und keep
hix commundments, It seems as if he becume
tired of trying to be good, and he was not helpful
to the people. They chose him to be king be-
cause he was tall and handsome,  We wish he hud
been good too,  God’s voice said to Samuel that
Saul had been naughty, and when good Samuel
knew that he wus very sorry, and he prayed to
God all night. Then Samuel said he would talk to
Saul about this; so he did, reminding Saul that
when he thought he was not a very great man,
even then he was made king.  Samue said, * Why
did not you obey the voiee of the Lord ¢ You have
been naughty, and beeause you have not obeyed
the Lord's word you cannot be king.” Saul tried to
excuse himsclf by saying that the people were to
blume for the wrong things for which Samuel re-
proved him, as he had done what they wanted him
to do. Sumuel knew that Saul was the only one
to suy what the people ought to do, for they oheyed
and loved their king.  Then the prophet said to
him that God had been very unm{ to make him
king, but because he had not done right xome one
clse wou'd be mude king in hix stead, and that no
one of his family could be made king in hix place.
Yousce, little people, that anyone who ix nanghty
hurts himselt and also others,” We should always
try to be good, ko we may help other peo ple 1o
live good lives. When it was too late to chanwe
liix way of being king, and to commence to help
the people to be good, Seul suid, 1 have done
wrong.”  When we know we are nanghty we
ought to begin to do right before we got into the
way of being naughty all the time. [Read 1 Sum.

15,10, 11, 16,17, 19, 28 (lust clause).]
Explain unusual words: * Repenteth,” ** per
formed,”? * grieved,” *“anointed,” *xpoil,”” * re-
| jeeted”
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OUTLINE,
Sunday.  Attention Story, Bible lesson, and
Golden Text.
Monday.  When Saul did wrong it grieved those

who loved him, and through wll the past time and
now, too, this is true everywhere, One person
cannot be naughty without making many people
sorrowful.  Let us give joy to all who love us, and
never give sorrow,

Tuesday. Saul did not obey God's word, and
therefore he beeame unfitted to be a king,  This
teaches us that no matter how much we lave, i’ we
would be huppy and peaceful, we must remember
God and obey his word.  To be good makes people
happy. It is not what we have, but what we ure,
we should think about,

Wednesday, To obey God, our parents, and
teachers is pleasing to God. A little girl or oy
who is obedient at home is to be trusted, beenuse
the parents know that such children will do just
what is told them is right to do.
depended upon ?

Thursday. Let the teacher talk of the Golden
Text.  We say we will obey—that sounds just as
if we had thought about it and made up our
minds, We know of a strong Helper who will be
with us always, Who is het

Friday. How do we hear his voice?  The gen-
tle eull in our hearts telling us to be gentie, true,
loving, and helpful is the eall of God's voice—his
Spirit, who speaks to everyone, It the little peo-
ple obey his voice they will be glud ; but if they
choose to be nauglhty sometimes they will be very
sorry afterward.

Narvre Work, We will talk of frost, which is
touching everything now. It comes a little a
time, so that we may be prepared for the very cold
days by and by,  Frost is frozen dew, and is ealled
white frost to distinguish it from the bluck frost
which freezes the leaves and the juices of the
herbs, Sce People’s Cyclopedin for good illustrations
of frost.

Anr Worg, Let the teacher show an interior
view of some pulace, explaining that while these
luxuries may be used for good, they may also
catise us to forget what is best in life unless we are

Can we all be

heat, and swmmer and winter, and day and night
shall not ceuse” (Gen, 8, :

LESSON VIII. (November 24.)

THE WOES OF INTEMPERANCE. Isa.
5. 11-23.

Gorpeny Texr. * Woe unto them that rise up
early in the morning, that they may follow strong
drink” (Isa. 5. 11).

Primary Notes.

How many ever read fairy
stories ! Are they true sto-
riest No, but often they are
very interesting, 1 think we
all havé liked to read about
fuiries und giants ; even read-
ing about giants makes us al-
mostafraid,and we are always
l']lul “when \\llut h.nmn ns to them? When they are
dead. There is u very old fairy story called “Juck,
the Giant Killer,”  The giant in this story was
very big and savage; he lived in a eave on the
very top of amountain, and when he wanted some-
thing to eut he would stride over the country to
hunt forit. - When he came near a village the peo-
ple would run away, while the giunt stole their
cuttle and earried their sheep and oxen back to his
den. Ile had been doing this many years, making
the people trom whom he stole v poor and un-
happy. At last a brave little fellow called Juck
resolved to kill him. One night Jack dug a big

| hole in the ground near the giant’s home, covering

giants such as Juck killed

willing to follow in God's way, us well as to pray, |

Y Show me thy way, O Lord ! "

Haxp Work. The kindergarten ehildren may
muke a throne and paluces with the fourth oy
sixth gift,

The Traxsimion Crass may outline the words on
the lesson eard.

Sciexce At Home witn Morner.  Tulk of frost.
A little girl’s mother said to her these frosty days,
and the first snowflakes say to ux, “ Get out the
warm elothes now, for winter is coming!”  IHow
nice that fuithful winter is coming!  God's word
gives this promise, and says: * While the earth
remuineth, seedtizne and  harvest, and cold and

it with straw so it could not be seen ; then he blew
#0 loudly on a horn that the giant awoke and came
out very angry to kill Jack, and walking right
over the hole fell in,  Before he could get out Juck
struck him steh a Llow w ith a pickax thut he died
av onee,

Now, this is not a true story, und there are no
3 hie and his story were
made np to eutertain children ; but there is a giant
who lives in our land who in many ways is like
this muke-believe one.  Ile is strong and cunning,
and makes, O, so many poor and sad. He not
only steals from them, but he makes them sick and
often kills them.  No one has yet been found to
kill him, though many have tried. 1 wonder if
there are not some * Jucks " in this elass who will
resolve to-day that they will fight and kill this
giant?

But you want to know his name and where he
lives.  1I've brourht him with me, but you necedn’t
be afraid, for I have him safely in one of his homes,
and while he is there he can’t hurt anyonie. [Un-
wrap o bottle with something in it that looks like
wine.] This is the giant who ix so strong and
eruel; he has many names; to-day we will eall
him by one thut is very long. [Print * Intemper-
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ance.””] That is what big people call him, but little
folks know him better by the nume of Drink ; let
us make his picture under his nume. [Muke a
bottle.]

Giant Intemperance is very old ; he cnught Noah
soon after he came out of the ark, and made him
drunk (Gen. 9. 20, 21). The Bible says much
about the sorrow and trouble he makes for all who
fall into his hands. Solomon tells how poor they
become who are his sluves (Prov. 23. 20, 21, 29, 80),
and how strong he is (Prov. 20, 1), and Paul
says—[1 Cor. 6.10].

The prophet Isaiuh warns us about him. Listen
while Iread you what he suys. [Read Isu. 5.11, 12,
asking the children if they have not often seen men
and women like those Isaiuh pictures, aud if they
have not often heard music in the suloons. ] What
does Isaiah say to those who—[repeat Golden Text]!
[Print ¢ Woes of” ubove * *Intemperance.” ] You
and 1 know the woes thut Giant Intemperance
brings to men and women and children. [us-
trate from what you know. |

But listen to Isaiah again, | Verse 21.] 1 think
that means those who won't believe how strong
and cunning is this giant, who think he couldn’t
hurt them—that they cun stop drinking whenever
they please. Be sure such people witl find out too
Jate how weuk they ure and how strong is drink—
the woes will surcly come.

But again Isaiuh 5, ** Woe; " this time it is—
[verse 20]. That seems to mean those who say to
others, It won't hurt you to drink a little;* who
tell a boy it will ** do him good” to drink the beer
left in a glass.  Woe and trouble to those who lead
others into this giant’s power!

How ean you kill Giant Intemperance? By never
l-tting him get the least hold of youj by never
having him in your home; by never tonching him 3
by keeping others nway from him. He has brought
our land much woe; he must be killed, but alone
we shall never be able to conquer him.  But God
will help us; God, who is stronger than the
strongest giant, will help us to overcome him.

Let us take the fint step in the fight against

Giant Intemperance by resolving to-day that we
will never touch, taste, or handle strong drink,
[Print this pledge on bourd.]

SuearsTions For CoLoriNg, Boitle, white; liquor,
dark red; title, dark red ; pledge, yellow.

Kindergarten Hints.

Kinpewoartey  Depantment,  Thanksgiving,

Psulm 65. 1, 9-13.

Gorpes Texr. * Bethankful unto him ™ (Psalm
100, 4).

Aws 1o e Kinpereartser,  Holy Bible,
Psulms 66, 67; Beauties of Ruskin, puge 60,
+ Functions and Agencies of Water,” also puge
887 3 Encyclopadia Britannica, vol. Xxiv, pages 402-
410; Oratorio, Woman of Samaria (Bennett),
«Therefore with Joy Shall Ye Draw Water.”

ATTENTION STORY.

Our lesson of last week was about the king who
was not obedient to God, and he could not be king
any longer. Next week we will talk about the new
king, and so to-day we will tulk of some things he
saw in this beautiful world, and of his thanktul-
ness for them. He said that God is King over all
kings, also ruler of ull the earth. He tells us in
the Pialms, that means the hymns of praise, thut
people are waiting to praise God for his wonderful
gifts. This man’s nume is David. We huve tulked
of him and of his hymns many times, He was so
thanktul that he remembered everything, and now,
while the people in all our lund are waiting for
Thanksgiving Day, it will be very nice for us to
think of some of the things we have, just as David
did. Boys and girls, even little tiny ones, are
thankful, as David was, for water. d gives it,
and no other drink is as good as pure water.  Men
make many things to drink which hurt them and
make them very sick, but the drink that God
gives to us is pure.  David spenks in one hymn of
water and corn, showers and Tittle hills and flocks,

aned of valleys that shout for jov and sing.  We
will read the hymn. [Read Psalm 65, 1, 9-13.]
Explain  unusual words: ¢ Waiteth,” * per-

formed,” ¢ visitest,” ¢ enrichest,”” ¢ preparest,”

Sprovided,” ¢ waterest,”  “ridges” abun-

| dantly,” “ furrows,” * springing,” *erownest.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story
Golden Text.

Monday. Tt is time now to sing hymns of praisc.
Thankful people will delight to do this. We are
| thankful every day for the blessings we have, but
i we are glad to have a day when at the same time
| we may all together pray and sing and give thanks.
| What do we call the day on which we give thanks !
; The peopleall over this great land will give thanks
‘ to God our Father,

Bible lesson, and

Tuesday. Let us talk of some of the blessings we
have, just as David spoke of them. He said God
visits ;the earth and waters it. What a pretty
thought thut rain is a visit of God! That means a
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blessing to our earth. Every blessing we have is a
visit of our loving heavenly Father. Water makes
the earth rich,

Wednesday. Duvid says that God prepares the
corn, and he sends soft showers to water the ridges
and furrows. Let us talk of them and then make
them in the sand table. They are like little deep
paths where corn is planted. God blesses them
with sunshine and with rain while they are
springing above the ground.

Zhursday. David said that the whole year was
erowned with God’s blessing.  Why ! it is just so
now—all this year has been like a crown, a golden
crown, too, beeause now we have the golden corn
and grains in the storehouses. We began the
spring with the pussy willow and the green things,
und with the white and yellow flowers coming
trom the bulbs that had been planted, and now the
harvest has been gathered.  The valleys sing with
the blessings of God, and the waters running
through them make a glad noise,

Friday. We may talk of the Golden Text, and
of how we may show that we are thankful. When
people are very thankful they try to do something
to show this, and that means service for others,
We may show that we really thank God for his
gifts by giving some of them to others, What are
we willing to give! We may make u happy
Thanksgiving Day for somebody.

Narure Work. The teacher may have inventions
and original work, us this psalm is fertile with na-
ture topics,

Arr Work. Get a picture of a harvest ficld or of
fruit pieces, and explain how these harvests are the
result of the seed-sowing of last spring.

Haxp Work. Let the Kindergarten children
make water troughs for animals. They may use
the fourth gift building blocks. They may muke
well houses also with blocks, and in the sand table
dig wells and make brooks and rivers, ridges and
furrows, On their eards they may sew windmills,
and talk of mill streams and of the uses of water,
which is one of God’s greatest gifts,

The Transimion Crass may sew the words, 1
will give them water,” upon the lesson card,

Science ar Tloxe witn Moruer.,  The uses of
water may be enumerated, and this combined with
a writing lesson. All children like to write, Tet
some one in the family name these uses and another
one write them down, then all talk of them, Ina
family where a great deal of water is used the peo-
ple are clean, healthy, and happy. Where strong
drink is used the people are always sad and un-
happy. Water, air, and light are the great gifts of
God given freely to all people. No animal or
vegetable life could exist without them. Talk in
the home of the different uses of these—water, nir,
light.

Whisper Songs for November.

FIRST LESSON,
Tue Lord is gooc
Ile helps me day by day,
And [ will follow on
To trust him and obey.
SECOND LESSON,

These little hearts, O God,
To thee we gladly bring ;
O take and make them thine ;
Be thou our Saviour-King.
TIIRD LESSON,

We cannot save ourselves
T'his is our only part—
To give to God, our King,
A trustful, willing heart,
FOURTIL 1.
The ugly giant sin
God’s little ones must fight §
But God will surely |
To conquer by his might.

Order of Service
FOR TIE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Fourth Quarter.

Rising, all vepeat, “ 0O Lord, open thou my
lips ; and my mouth shall show forth thy praise.”

Sixna, ov Repear 1x CoNcERrt,

* Jesus, Master, we do love thee,
And to prove our love would lay

Fruit of lips which thou wilt open,
At thy blessed feet to-day.”

SoxG oF PraIsk.

Teacher. O God, thou art my God; early will T
seck thee,

Claxs. O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee
shall all flesh come.

Ecno Praver, closing with the Lord's Prayer,

Hywuy, adapted to lesson,

Arostres’ CreED,

OrrerINGS, followed by singing

Comymaxnments, Pgary, or Books oF Tne BisLe,

Birrupay Servicr, (A beautiful serviee may
be found in Song and Study for God's Little Oues,
page 146.)

Review, from blackboard,

Morion Soxa. “Two Little Eves,” No. 52,
Melodies for Little People, Hunt & Eaton, New
York.

Lrsson Teaciing, followed by Concert PRAYER,

“Shepherd of thy little flock,
Lead me by the shadowing rock,
Where the richest pasture grows,
Where the living water flows,
“ By that pure and silent stream,
Sheltered from the scorching beam,
Shepherd, Saviour, Guardian, Guide,
Keep me ever near thy side.”
Crosing Hymx,
Mizean.




686 SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER

Boys and Men.

You are boys now, but you will soon be men.
You are half as tall now as you ever will be.
Soon you will have your own way to make in
the world. Do you mean to be i le and fretful,
and deceive people, and give them a bad
opinion of you? Or do you intend to go to
work, and act bravely and nobly, and do your
duty, and leave a name behiud you when you
die which the world will love and respect?
Take care—now is the time! Did you ever
notice a large tree that grew crooked, and was
an ugly eye-sore ¢n that account? Perhaps it
[ on the lawn, right in front of the porch,
and your father would haveliked very much to
straighten it. It was impossible to doso. A
hundred horses could not have dragged it erect
Aud yet think of the time when the large tree
was & small sapling; a child might have
straightened it then, and it would have grown
properly, and everyone would have admired it.

Boys ought to grow straight, not crooked.
You are young now, as the tree was ouce.
Begin in time, and you will be as straightas an
arrow when you are a man. If you wait, it
will be too late. The way to make men erect
and noble is to take them when they are boys,
and to show them that there is nething in the
world 8o noble as doing their duty.—&z.

“Some First Steps in Human
Progress.”

ONE of the most charming books in the
C.L.S.C. course for the coming year isa volume
by Professor Frederick Starr, oiy the University
of Chicago, well known as a teacher and
lecturer upon scientific subjects. Professor
starr has the happy faculty of knowing how to
present his material in a clear and interesting
manner and his story of man’s early develop-
ment, how he learned ‘‘fire making,” the
growth of implements of various kinds, the
origin of ideas concerning worship, his first
attempts at a wriiten language, etc., are as
fascinating as any narrative of romance or
adventure,

The C.L.S.C. and the Teachers.

_ Tk Chautauqua Reading Circle has organ-
ized a new feature in connection with its four
years course, known as the ‘* Teachers’ Read-
in{ Circle.” This is a department of the
C.L.S.C., and closely identified with it, but
designed to give to teachers the advantage of
some study of pedagogical subjects, and at the
same time provide a course which may be a
help to many busy teachers who feel the need
of a plan requiring a little less work and
expense than the full C.L.S.C. course. The
plan has received the hearty co-operation of
educators and promises to meet a genuine want.

Lessons for 1896.

THE lessons for the first half of 1896 will be
on the life of our Lord. No lesson help can be
more advantag. ous than the study of that life
in the words ot the inspired evangelists. For
this purpose a Harmony ot the Guspels, giving a
congecutive nsriative of that matchiess hife, will
be founs greatly helpful. There are several
such Harmonies in existence, most of tnem,
however, are somewhat expensive, from $1.00
to $1.50 in price, The Harmony prepared by
the cditor of the BANNER has been very favour-
ably received, the third addition being uearly
exhausted. It will be sent post free trum the
Methodist Book Rooms, ‘loronto, Moutreal
and Halitax, at the low price of 50 cents,

Book Notices.

Ways of Working ; or Hilpful Hints for Sun-
day-school Officers and Teuchers. By A. F.
SCHAUFFLER, D.D., formerly superintendent
of Olivet ~unday school, New York. Boston :
W. A. Wilde & Co. Toronto: William
Briggs. Price, $1.00.

Many of our readers have, doubtless, heard
the Rev. Dr. Schauffler expound the lessons at
Sunday-school couventions, Those who have
will never torget the vivid and realistic manner
in which he brought the lesson before the mind.
By the keen exercise of historic imagination he
first pictured to himself and then made others
to see the whole environment of the lesson
story. He has been for several years a success-
ful Sunday-school superinteudent, and in this
volume embodies the result of his experience
and observation in Sunday-school work.
Among other things he discusses ‘‘The Super-
intendent and His Work,” *The Teachers’
Meeting—What it Should Be and What it
Should Not Be,” * Private Lesson Study,”
“The Art of Questioning,” **Object Teach-
ing,” “ The Blackboard,” **School Music,”
«How to Preserve Order,” ‘Premiums and
Rewards,” ** Entertainments,” *‘ The Library
and Librarian,” ** Primary Class Work,” and
the like. The book will be a great advantage
to every earnest teacher or superintendent.
It would be well to have a copy in the school
library that it might circulate in all the classes.

Hixts for Sunday-school teachers in their
teaching work are of real value only as they
come from a practical worker. Amos. R.
Wells has just this sort of experience, and a
delightfully clever way of putting it into
words. In an article in the Sunday-schoo’
1imes he contrasts what he terms ‘ trigger
teaching ” with ** big-gun teaching,” showing
how a teacher may and ouﬁht to develop a
scholar’s personality. He shows this, not by
":fu theorizing, but by many a bit of pointed
advice,
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ADVERTISEMENTS

II'ZEACH ERS

Look Through Your
Sunday-school Library

And see if the following recent books from our own presses are on its
shelves,

If not, kindly do us the favour of showing the list to your
Librarian, and recommend those you would especially like to have intro-
duced—or, recommend them all :

A Veteran of 1812, By Mary Agnes FitzGibbon. Illustrated - %1 00
ER AL LR 12 T T

At _Lnst, By Mrs. Mary Elise Lauder. Illustrated - - - - 1256
Pearls and Pebbles. By Mrs, Catharine Parr Traill, Ilustrated, 1 50
The Life and Times of Sir Isnac Brock. By D. B. Read,

Q.C. With Portrait aud Iilustiations . - . - 150
China_and_its People. By Rev. W. H. Withrow, D.D. - 100

The Native Races of North Ameriea. By Rev., W. H,
Withrow, D.D. - - . . ‘ . . 075

A Lost Ideal. By Annie 8, Swan. [lustrated -

100
Elizabeth Glen, M.B. Miss Swan's latest hook. [lustrated 100
Only Ten Cents. By “Pansy.” Illustrated =L N o . 0 70
What They Couldn't. ‘“‘Pansy's” latest. Illustrated . 0 70
—————
Miss Dexie: A Romance of the Provinees. By Mrs. W. J.

Dickson (Stauford Eveleth) - . . . - . . 100
Motley's Verses Grave and Gay. By Jj. W. Bengough. Ilus, 100
Japan, the Land of the Morning, By Rev. J. W, Saunby. Mlus, 1 00
Forest, Lake and Praivie. Twenty Years of Frontier Life in

Western Canada, By Rev, John McDougall. [lustrated - - 1 00
Etehings From a Parvsonage Veranda. By Mrs, E. Jeffers

Graham, Illustrated. By J, W, Bengough - - . 100
Practical Talks on Important Themes. By Rev, H, T.
Crossley. Second edition - - - . - - 100
Lion, the Mastiff. A Humane Story. By Annie G. Savigny - 0 50
—_———————
Oowikapun; or How the Gospel Reached the Nelson
ver lndlunn. A new book by Rev, E. R. Young,
Illustrated - G R - 100
The Red, Red Wine. New Temperance Story I-_\ Rev. J,
Jackson Wray. [llustrated - - . 100
Old Muan Savarin, and Other Stories. By Edward William
Thompson. lilustrated - - 100

WILLIAM BR'CIGS, Wesley Buildings,

C. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q

S. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.S. ) Toronto’ Ont°

In ordering goods, or in mal ing tnquiry concerning n this M you will oblge the
publisher, aswell as the 'udocrluer. by stating that you saw the advmlumem ln Tu SUNDAY BCHOOL BANNER.
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SOUN E NIR RANGES

Like ihe model wife, always give satisfaction
in any home, Thousands of kind words from
thousands of homes speak positive proof of
the popularity of these stoves

An
Aerated
Oven

Makes the difference,
cooks your food with
pure hot air, prevents

(1)
€

that usual great waste §R\ \ B
of heat through the :ﬁ%‘“

chimney, therefore it
burns less fuel.
IS NOT EXPENSIVE TO
BUY. WILL LAST
A LIFETIME

CUTTRISS

These Beautiful Ranges will give satisfaction
in the little log cabin or the palace hotel.

GurneEY-TiLDEN Co.,

LIMITED
Sold Everywhere Hamilto“y O“t-

By Leading Stove Dealers
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