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Fome aud Forveign Hecord

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE LOWER PROVINGES,

JUNE,

IREETING OF SYNOO,

. The Synod will meet (D.V.) in Poplar
B Grove church, on Wednesday, the 24th day
SRR f June, at 7 o’clock, P. M., and will be
BEl crened by a sermon by the Rev. Dr. Me-
#8 Culloch, the Moderator.
[ 1. is hoped that there will be o large at-
S todance of ministers and clders. We have
B u doubt that arrangements for free return
MY \ckets will be mado in due time with the
B rilvey and steamboat agents, as in former
W rears, and that the usual hospitality will be
B cxercised by our people, and other christian
I fiiends in the city.
B8 The annual convention of so many minis-
B s and elders from every part of the Lower
Provinces for devotional aund business pur-
poses, ought to be an occasion of great
iterest ; and that it may be so, we would
@ worest that special prayer should be offered
8 ot o prayer meetings and in our families,
taring this month, for the gracious presence
our Great Head in whose neme we meet,
dioved by an abundant outpouring of his
g pitit on the assembled brethren.
[ The presence of the Great Master among
B3 servants may be discerned, when a high
Wiae of devotional feeling pervades the
i 2etings, when brotherly love and courtesy
Jy2dchate characterize the proceedings, and
Evien weighty and perplesing questions are
Riely and harmoniously settled.
W e have often heard disappointment ex-
gaused at the comparative absence of the
Wicions element at our Synodical meetings,
Bniatthe superabundance of debate. There

instances ; but then it must be remembered
that the members of Synod come together
for deliberation, rather than to make speech-
es on missions, We assemble for free and
full discussion, not to accept of decisions
prepared by authority. The business must
be transacted, and the action teken will
affect the whole body during the whole year,
so that the interests of religion itself, and
the efficient working out of our free system
of church government, demand the fullest
freedom of spcech. We would rejoice if
all acerbity should be banished from our
Synodical debates; but we still prefer life
with some irregularities, to the immobility
and stiffaess of death.

Of late years the evenings have all been
devoted in some measure to religious ex-
ercises. The first half hour of each business
sederunt in the evening, bas heen thus very
profitably spent, while an evening has been
devoted to missions, and another to the
state of religion throughout the body in the
provinces. We trust the Committee of
Bills and QOvertures, to whom the Synod
has entrusted the order of business, will so
arrange the Synodical programme, as to
have the subjects of general interest brought
forward in the evening, and that our city
congregations will shew their interest in the
Redeemer’s canse, and in the great work of
the church, by coming out in force.

)
SYNODIGAL NOTIGES.

1. Clerks of Presbyteries are directed by
Synod to forward to the Synod Clerk,

a
v

Y7 be just ground of complaint in many

revised rolls of Presbyteries with notices of



142 The THome and

Foreign Record, June

all changes, during the past year affecting
the Roll of Synod, including demissions,
deaths, inductions, ordinations and licen-
sures with the dates of such even.s.

2. Papers involving new business to be
laid before Synod should be transmitted to
Rev. Dr. Bayne, Pictou, Convener of Com-
mittee on Bills, fourteen days if possible
previous to the day of meeting. Papers
forwarded in due time will take precedence
on the docket.

8. No travelling expenses can be claimed
by ministers or elders from congregations
refusing or neglecting to make a collection
for the Synod fund.

4. Supplemented congregations are re-
quired as a condition of receiving aid, to
make collections for the different schemes

.of the church, as well as to answer the
questions in the statistical schedule. Pres-
byteries are directed by Synod to require
evidence that the congregational payments
have been paid before the supplement due
July 1st is drawn.

5. Boards and standing committees are
expected to have their reports ready when-
ever called for, after the first sederunt.

et O
LESSONS OF THE SEASON.

The past winter has been remarkably long
and severe, and much distress has been the
result. We all know how to sympathize
with those who shiver in the chill blast,
withont food or clothing or fuel. Their
condition is simply terrible. It appeals
loudly and irresistibly for instant help.

Ah! but think of the cold winter of sin
which reigns over countless multitudes of
humansouls. How chill, how gloomy, how
deadly its sway! Our sympathies should be
evoked in the latter case much more power-
fally than in the former, for it is unspesk-
ably more pitiable. Reader, are you boand
by the fetters of spiritual winter? If not,
you must do all in your power to rescue
those who are so bound.

The warm sunshine, the south wind and
the genial rains have conguered winter,
broken its fetters, restored the smile to the
face of natare, filled our forests with song
and with flowers, and clad our fields in

green. Thus too is the soul quickened into
new lifo, gladdened, beautified, when the
Sun of Rightcousness arises with healing
in His winyy, when the Spirit breathes upon
the slain, and when the desolate heart i re.
freshed with gracious showers of Divine |
influence.

This has been a winter of sore famine in
many lands. The wail of the hungry, dying
for lack of food, has come to us from Syria,
and Algeria and Russia and Sweden and
Prussia and France. Many thousands have
suffered helplessly the most agonizing of
deaths. But we were not permitted to con-
template fainine afar off': it came near us,
and with grim gaunt visage stared in our [
faces. It smote the fishermen along our &8
shores and the farmers in distant and seclud-
ed settlements. Many were sufferers who 8
bad never known want before—industrious, 8
sober, frugal families, but the results of their
toil were denied to them by a frowning
Providence.

The cry of distress has called forth a
prompt response. Rich and poor have B
given their aid. Suffering has been alle- B8
viated, and famine dissapointed of its prey. £
The good work of helping the needy isstil §i
going on; the hand of the beneficent is §
still open, and must remain open for months I
to come.—This isas it ought to bein a &8
christian land among christian people. :

God is teaching us solemn lessons, by the E
failure of the harvest of both sea and lad. 2
The farmer may plough and sow and plant; 3
he may watch his fields by day and night; ¥
but God alone can give the increase: firs 4
the blede, then the ear, then tho full comic §8§
the ear, He may withhold his genial rains 8
in their season; or he may clothe His su 388
with clouds when its rays ave needed iz
harvest; or Ho may commission His frost 38
to nip the promise of summer; or He ms/ i
send His mighty wind to devastate asii
destroy ~a land and sea. o

The Ssherman may set his nets and cu!fi
his lines, he may toil adventurously in su-S3
shine and in storm, but the harvest of /8
sea may elude his utmost search.

Farmer and Fishorman alike should kil
the lesson of their entiredependence on Ge 8

Onr best plans may bo baffled and disr 3§
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pointed, and ourfondest hopes put to shame.
Let us never therefore withhold from God
what is His due: it i3 saciilege to do so:
and what we rob God of, will be sure to turn
to emptiness and bitterness when our hearts
may be most fondly set upon it. Godis
the Lord of sea and laud ; He controls the
wild billows and rides upon the storm, and
He breathes and smiles on the ficlds that
wave with golden grain. Blessing all, He
expects the grateful homage of all. And
when we forges our dependence and offer
meense to our own indus‘ry and enterprise
—t0 s0il or climate—to sun or wave,—the
Tord who is a jeslous God, asserts his
authority and sends blight and sterm and
and frost, and famine, to teach the salatary
Yesson, that in Him we live and move, and
have our being. Let us learn the lesson
speedily, that it may not require to be re-
¥ peated with still greater severity.

We have hRard the cry of hunger; and
whef has been sent. This is well. But
there is along our shores and in many in-
land districts, a sore and terrible famine of
g the Word of Life. If we haste to therescue
B hen the want is temporal, relating merely
B8 1 the body, how much more should we ex-
R eriourselves when eternal interests are at
B stske! Unspeakably awful is it to perish
j for ever, when the Bread of Life is so frees
{ and when the invitations to partake of it
B aud to dispense it are so pressing. It were
® the most atrocious cruelty to hear of star-
2R vation at our doors, and not to afford instant
g rlief. Is it less cruel to sit down in the
B8 quict enjoyment of Gospel privileges, while
% thousands of our own countrymen and kin-
B4 dred are perishing in their sins 2
. The same Almighty Ruler is over us in
B® temporal a3 well as spiritual affairs; and
the same great principles control His ad-
ministration in all its departments. Things
B temporal e uses as signs and symbols to
W teach us things spiritual. The Kingdom of

g lature is as it were, & parable pointing to
1#8 the Kingdom of grace. Let us as teachable

E% disciples wisely watch the hand of our
‘fl MastER in summer sunshine, and winter

(@ ctorm ; in shrivelling blights and in har-

P8 vost’s full fruition; in famine, and pesti-

ia,

as well as in peace, and plenty, and health,
and prosperous fortune. Let us prize the
summer of His smile, and dread the wintry
frown of his wrawih. Let us seek to bring
forth fruit in His Kingdom; and as we
enjoy its high privileges let us not forget
the souls that are ready te perishin the
grasp of eternal death !

S~ — s

GOMING CHANGES IN GREAT BRITAIN AND
IRELAND.

The Presbyterians of England and Scot-
land are carnestly discussing the question
of Union. The prospect sometimes looks
gloomy ; and sometimes it is very hopeful
and bright. We cannot doubt but God
willin His own good time and way bring
His people into union and communion with
each other cven as they are all united with
Himself. It may be that the Presbyterians
of England will all form one Church, and
the Presbyterians of Scotland another, and
the Irish Presbyterians a third,—the three
to join in a “solemn League and Cove-
nant,”’ thas realizing the glorious ideal of
the men of 1638-'48. It may be that at
feast all the English-speaking Presbyterian
Churches will come together in close bonds
of fraternal love, and be able to hold Gene-
ral Councils for purposes of general help
ond guidance. It scems to us that the
“signs of the times” point in this direction.
The Uaion question having been, in prin-
ciple, settled in all the British Coloaies, is
now commanding the attention of the free
Churches in the United States and Scot-
land.

An agitation, which bids fair to assume
formidable proportions, has commenced
within the Scottish Establishment against
the old grievance of Patronage. This agi-
tation will probably lead to another dis-
raption; and it does not seem likely that
the Scottish can long survive the Irich
Establishment. That there is a connection
between the two appears from the strenu-
ous efforts put forth by the Courts of the
Scottish Church to influence Parliament
against Mr. Gladstone’s measures. The
logic that shatters the foundatio~- of the

B8 lince, and war, and commercial disasters;

Irish Church, will, at least, shake the walls
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of the Scottish Church. Indeed, it is hard
to see any evil result that could flow from
the Scottish Church’s being ficed from all
councction with the State. On the con-
trary, the severance of the tic (may we not
say, the breaking of the yoke ?) would pre-
pare the way for a happy union of all the
Presbyterian Churches in Scotland—such a
union as would raise the Church of Scot-
laud to her true and rightful position among
the Reformed Churches. The healing of
old wounds, the universal reign of brotherly
love, the rekindling of true christian zeal,
would compensate a hundred fold for the
loss of the money at present provided by
the State.

The overthrow of the Irish Establish-
ment is resolved upon so far as the British
House ot Commons can determine its fate.
Nor is it any wonder. Its adherents
amount to but one-eighth of the popule-
tion, Its 2200 clergymen have but 700,000
persons, young and old, under their charge.
There are two archbishops and ten bisbops,
who have a total income of more than
£80,000 to care for these 700,000. There
are 199 parishes without a single adherent !
There are 85 more with but 11 adherents,
and six hundred more with the merest ske-
letons of congregations. Yet in all these
parishes the ministers are paid—paid for
doing mnothing. The adherents of tke
Church are now fewer by 160,000 than
they were thirty years ago—a fact which
shows that it is not a missionary Church.
It has had three hundred years in which to
do its work, and the work is net done, not
even commenced !

A large section of British politicians were
in favour of endowing the Roman Cathelics
of Ircland, so as to *“level up” the Church
of Rume with the Episcopal Church there.
They would save the Anglican ecstablish-
ment by cstablishing Popery and every
sect that would accept state pay. This
was the proposal of Disraeli and of Earl
Russell. Happily, Mr. Gladstone has
adopted Letter principles. He rejects the
propusal to endow all, and insists that the
endow ments of the Established Church be
withdrawn. His “ resolves” he @ been car-
ried through the House of Commons, and

thus the first step has been taken towards g
consummation eagerly desired by millions.
It is probable that the Regium Donum will
be taken from the Irish Presbyterians and
the Maynooth Grant from the Romap
Catholics.

The Archbishops, Bishops, and the clergy
generally of the Eoglish church are strongly
opposed to the overthrow of the Xrish cstab-
lishment.  They have commenced an agita-
tion which may retard, but which cannot
defeat, the aceomplishment of Gladstune's
plans.

The law courts in England have so far
decided that there is room within the pale
of the English Establishment for evangeli-
cal, earnest and good men like Bishop
Bickersteth and Rev. J. C. Ryle;; for supple
and plausible Papists like the Bishop of
Oxford ; for cold and stiff Papists like the
Bishop of Salisbury ; for rank Infidels like
Bishop Colenso. There is room for High
and Dry, for Low and Slow, for Broad
and for Narrow. Comprehensiveness is the
quality most highly prized. Ritualists are
carrying matters with a high hand. The
mass, auricular confession, and abselution
are tolerated in the Church of England.
Happily there are faithful witnesses within §
the Church, earncstly labouring for the K%
Gospelin its purity. But there is evidently M8
aloud callin Providence to all orthodox HN
Protestants tc vedouble their earnestness
and vigilance i1 contending for the faith
once delivered to the saints. i

=i
UNION CONVERSAZIONE 1N LORDON.

On the first day of May, a meeting of
great interest was held at No, 55 Lancaster
Gate, Upper Hyde Park Gardens, the resi- B
dence of the late Wm, Murdoch, Esq., and
now of his nephew Wm. Miller, Esq.— B8
There were present clergymen and laymen, -
gentleman and ludics, members of the var- S8
ous Presbyterian churches in London, who §
came together along with visitors from §
other parts of the kingdom to talk on the
subject of Un1ox among Dresbyterians in
Epgland. Explanations of ausence werere:
ceived from Dr. Guthrie, the Earl of Dak
housie, Dr. Edmonds, Dr. Chalmers, &.

T T N S P ey B e
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Specches were made on the variou

Dr. Boyd, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Simpson o

; ncorporation in England were clear,

B [osition which he now occupies, in London.

B o increased by Dr. Guthrie’s expected
B esence, much good had been done, that
R Mr.and Mrs. Miller had greatly helped the

B « large a company repeesenting the Pres.
B tricrian strength of all parts of the metro-
8 10lis, and that the warmest thanks were
i iu: to them for the ealling of the meeting

f «d for their hospitality, There were at
T st 150 present.

e3P
Home Rlissions,

Report of Mr. Garvie.

Tothe Rev. Prestytery of Halifax:
Br appointment I preached on the morn-
pof the 8th of March last, in Kempt
B durch.  In the afternoon T preached in the
3 e place, and drove up to Burlington
terwards, and held service there. Though
day was wet, the roads in a bad con-
tion, and many of the people detained by
B ids,” the audiences were large. Next
B Vednesday evening (11th March) T went
R » Cheverie, and gave a sermon to a large
td very attentive assembly in the “ Hall.”
ta Sabbath, Capt. Morris druve me to
Tennecape, where I preached in the fore-
Lom. the afternoon held service at
Valton, Owing to the iliness of the Bap-
Stminister, the duty of preaching fell upon
2w the evening., Next Sabbath I preach-

yhases of the subjeet of Union by Dr. King,
Mr. Dinwiddie, Dr. McFarlane, Messrs H.
M, Matheson, R. A. McFie, G. B. Bruce,

Derby, Rev. D. Fraser of Inverness and
3 \r. Carlyle; the pervading feeling being
4 that whatever turn the Union negotiations
& in Scotland might take or whatever delays
might there be regarded as necessary, thas
B the wisdom and duty of an early union of

Mr. Miller did good serviee by his energy
and liberality in connection with Sabbath
school and other evangelical enterprizes
in Halifax and through Nova Scotia some
wars ago, and it is gratifying to find him
worthily pursuing the same course of use-
fulness in the higher and more influential

There was but one fecling among the
@ cuests, that though the interest would have

R ool cause, by the nssembling together of

s | ed in Kempt, following the same order as
that befoce detailed. Obeying an urgent
request, I held servico again on Wednesday
evening in the Hall, Cheverie. Having
reccived a letter from the Rev. J. McLeod
ordering me to Cornwallis, I left Kempt,
came to Halifax, and then left for Corn-
wallis. Mr, Webster, of Kentville, kindly
conveyed me to Canard Street Church on
Sabbath morning. After service there I
drove up to Lakeville. The information
having come late concerning my appoint-
ment, the people at Lakeville were not
quite prepared. There was no fire in the
church, and the day was not very warm,
As there was a good congrepation, I deter-
mined to preach, though cold myself from
a long drive. No one left during service,
and the people were very patient in the
adverse circumstances. Immediately after
preaching at Lakeville, I drove to Water-
ville, and just got to the church at the time
for meeting. Here there was a very large
gathering, and though I felt the fatigue of
the day’s work, yet I was greatly stimulated
in preaching by the earnest attention of my
hearers. I bear testimony to the kindness
of H. B. Webster, Esq. The Canard St.
congregation paid me half the amount for

my service,
April 7, 1868. A. R. Garviz.

f

Report by Rev. T. Cumming.

To the Presbytery of St. Jokn, N. B.:—

At the close of ten weeks of ministerial
service in connection with your Preshytery,
ou will, doubtless, expect me to submitm
impressions of the congregation in whic
1 have been labouring. I shall endeavour
to do so as briefly as possible. I may be
permitted to say that before I entered upon
the duties assigned to me, I had some idea
of the state of matters in my temporary
sphere of labour. I had a picture of the
condition of the congregation presented to
me, which was by no means promising.
Indeed, so dark and dreary did the prospect
thus presented seem, that a timid soul would
certainly have shrunk from the responsi-
bility. But having a good share of that
clement in me, which in the langnage of
Ciccro is called Virtus, 1 resolved to make
the experiment. I found the description,
though perhaps somewhat overdrawn, no
merc fancy sketch, so far as it applied to
the Carleton section of the Congregation.
The attendance numbers between 30 and
40; and in my private interviews with the
people I found them very much disheart-
ened. The congregation seemed like an
invalid whose recovery wes generelly dis-
paired of. But from the fixst I was hopeful,
even sapguine. There were dangerous
symptoms, undoubtedly, symptoms some-
what akin to those manifested by the fabled
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body of the olden time, the various mem-
bers of which, for a well known reason re-
fused to perform their respective functions.
But Isaw ata glance that the discase,
though somewhat dangerous, was not at all
likely to prove fatal if properly attended to.
I felt assured that there was saflicient efli-
cacy in that wonderful catholicon—the
Gospel—to ecffect, by the Divine blessing,
an entire restoration. ' With this conviction
deep in my mind, I addressed myself quictly
1o the duties develved upon me; and my
expectations have been more than realized.
Theinvalid convalesced gradually. Imight
say, rapidlv.  The numbers increased Sab-
bath after Sabath, until they developedinto
what we may call a very respectable congre-
gation. A more attentive people . have
never had the pleasure of preacaing to.

The Sabbath school, which had been
discontinued for some time, was also re-
organized, and though it is net as fully
equipped as I would like to sce it, itisin
a very promising condition.

In Pisarinco, the state of matters from
the first was altogether different. In that
section of the congregation, 10 miles distant
from Carlton, there are 36 Presbyternan
families, true blue. You can depend on
every man, woman and child of them.
They are an industrious, peaceful, church-
going people. I preached there once a fort-
night; and on every oceasion their neat,
comfortable church was well filled with a
very attentive congregation. They held a
prayer meeting themselves, every Sabbatk,
and also conduct a Sabbath school. This
zeal in upholding the ordinances of religion
among themselves, is certainly worthy of all
commendation.

It is not very easy to state the precise
number of families belonging to our church
in Carlton and vicinity. I am safe, how-
ever, in setting them down at fifty. DBesides
this, there are several families in which one
or more of the members belong to our
church, and several others who are favour-
ably disposed towards it.

It will thus be seen that the prospect of
the congregation is not so unfavourable as
might have been anticipated. With the
favouring smile of heaven upun the labours
of an acceptable and encrgetic minister, I
believe the congregation would soon be in
flourishing condition. The sooner they
succeed in securing a settled pastor among
them, the better, in my opinion. I do sin-
cercly hope and trust that they will soon
have a minister whom they can call their
own, and that he will be the honoured in-
strument in gathering many around the
cross, and bepeath the old bluc bapner of
Presbyterianism.

Respectfully submitted,
St, Joha, N. B., T. Cuaixg.
May 12th, 1868.

Report of Rev. H, McMillan,

To the Rev. Presbytery of Halifax :

I beg to submit stacement of supplies
given by me since 17th November, 1867, at
Bedford, Waverly, and Mouat Uniache,—
These extend over six months.

It is gratifying to be able to state that
the people in these localities are becoming
more regular in their attendance ou the
means of grace. Their conduct during
divine service is highly commendable, and
they pay respectfal attention to the word
spoken.

The moral condition of the mining popu-
lation is slowly, but surely, improving. Ag
Waverly there is evidently less Sabbath
desccration,—at least, drunkenness and pro-
fane swearing are_not now so common on
the Lord’s day. Temperance organizations
and Sabbath schools have largely contri-
buted towards clevating the moral and re- 3
ligious condition of this place.

At Mount Uniacke our people haveall
along been distinguished for sober habits,
Here the Subbath is devoutly observed.
Taking all circumstances into consideration,
I think we have encouragement to coutinue
our labours in these places, :

The amount received by me as collection,, §
was $9.35, money having been remitted di-
rectly to the Board from Mount Uniacke g
and from Bedford. ;

Yours, &e.,
Hueu McMiLLax.

o
Owe Loreign RAlissions,

Meeting of the Board of Yoreign
Missions.

The Board met at New Glasgow on the §
3rd of May, when the Rev. John Stewart,
Chairman, Rev. Dr. Bayne, Rev. Messrs. gil
Roy, Walker, Patterson, Sutherland, and kS,
MecGregor, were present, also Mr. Roderick i,
McGregor.

Communications were read from both il
our Forcign Mission fields, and from al
our missionaries.

From Trinidad, letters werc read from
Rev. Mr. Morton, and Rev. Mr. Lambert, 3
U. P. Mipister of St. Fernando. These
letters had reference to the prospect of the #
mission in Trinidad, the extent of the field
and to the wisdom and practicability of
strengthening the mission a subject which
the Board agreed to refer to the Synod.

The chicf paper read from Dr. Geddie
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was his annual report which greatly infer-
asted the Board and which by their dirce-
tion appears in our present issue of the
Record, which our readers will thus have an
cpportunity of reading for themselves.

We also publish in the present number
\fr. Gordon’s annual statement which is
also an interesting document, and which
esents tho reader with o very different
pewre. In Anciteum Satan’s kingdom
28 L been well nigh overthrown. In Erro-
manga it stands in its strength, The victory
tasbeen declared in one case.  In the other
the battle is at its height, the enemy occu-
pies the strongholds in foree and the assail-
wts are few, feeble and scattered. Still
3 there are some indications of progress.

i Variousother papers were read from Mr.
M Gordon respecting the “ Dayspring” and
B bc subject of an immediate effort for the
M sinelization of the island of Espirito
S Soto.  On the subjects referred to there is
il i difference of opinion among the mission-
{8 :rics, and as no decision ou the points raised
BB s yet been given by the Board, no advan-
uze would accrue from the publication of
VN ranticnlars,
MR ). Gordom, at date of writing, was at
8 Sriney, and had not then accepted the in-
vation of the church of New South Wales,
B »tecome their missionary.
Mr. Morrison was not able to prepare his
sneal statement, His letters shew that
5 illness is of a most serious character.
j (ld caught while refitting or rebuilding a
wse had affected the chest, and having,
b anxiety to advance his work, denied
Lncelf rest at the time when it would have
% most beneficial, the chest affection
[ ame seated, as evinced by debility and
Bixfuse night perspirations. The reports
B9 {eminent medical men at Melbourne speak
facute pulmonary disease, and the neces-
f very decided medical treatment with
e yest for a year, as essential to re-
tion. The latest accounts from Mr.
33 mison himself shew & marked improve-

@0, and arc much more encouraging
-1 those read to the Board.

) '.\'0 later intelligence from Mr. McNair
what has already appeared in the

A prayer meoting in connection with the
Board was held in the evening in Primitive
Church, conducted by Rev. Messrs. Stew-
art, Walker, K. Grant and McGregor; and
it is expected and requested that speeial
prayer for the support and restoration of
our dear brother Motrison will continue to
be offered up in all the prayer meetings of
the body; and that the general interests of
the mission aud the success of all the mis-
sionaries will also continue to occupy a
place in the hearts and petitions of the
Lord’s poople generally.

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

Annual Repcst by Dr. Geddie.

AxeirecM, NEw HEBRIDES, }
DEeceMBER 28, 1867. i

Rev. and Dear Sir,~The elose of another
year reminds me that I must prepare my
annual letter for you. Y have not much of
importance to record about the work on
this island, and our labours are about the
same as in former years. My object in
writing at present is rather to fulfil a daty,
than Impart information that will be of
much interest to you.

On our return to the island last year, we
found matters in a very unhappy state.—
The natives on the two sides of the island
were completely divided, and there was no
friendly intercourse between them. We
heard with intense regret that our little
island, during our absence, had been on the
verge of a civil war. It was painful beyond
expression, to witness such a state of things
among a people, who, for so many happy
years, had taken “sweet counsel together,
and walked into the house of God in com-
pany.” No effective steps were taken to
improve matters until a few months ago.
I then visited Mr. Inglis’ district by previ-
ous arrangement, accompanied by all the
chiefs and leading men on my side of the
island, and had an interview with the peo-
ple there. Our whole party received most
cordial welcome, and there was a large col-
lection of food made to feast them. A pub-
lic meeting was held, attended by natives
from all quarters, and the result has been
all that could be desired. The causes of
alienation were talked over in a frank and
friendly manner; misunderstandings were
explained ; mutual concessions were made ;
and all parties agreed to bary their animo-
sities, and revive them no more. This visit
was soon after returned, and a similar meet-
ing held at my side of the island, with like
results. I believe the natives to be sincere

2urd, was before the Board.

in their wish to live in peace with each
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other, and do not anticipate the recurrence
of former difliculties. general wish was
expressed also by the natives on buth sides
of the island to renew the practice of former
years, and sit down at the same Lord’s
table as christian brethren—a practice which
I regret to say, was discontinued after my
departure from the island. If the events to
which I now allude re:aind us of the pre-
sence of much latent heathenism among
these islanders, they assure us also that the
gospel has done much for them ; and we
ought to thank God that the influence of
chiristianity has been sufficient to trinmph
over the turbulence of huaman passion. It
would not be surprising indeed, if these
people, so recently raised fromm a state of
the lowest barbarism, should at times give
way to feclings, which often gain an ascen-
dency over persors whose ehristianity and
civilization are of a twuch higher stamp —
The religious and moral clevation of barba-
rous races is a slow aud progressive work,
and only atiins a hizh degree of eminence
after a suceession of ages. It is hard to
cradicate oid thoughts, feclings and habjts,
which have become, as it were, o second
nature, and we may cxpect occasional de-
velopments of these, even under the most
favourable circumstavees. May we enjoy
abundant outpoarings of the Divine Spirit
whose agency is omnipotent to subdue the
power of sin in the heart, and make men
uew creatures in Christ Jesus.

ROUTINE.

I will new furnish you with a bricf state-
ment of our orlinary labours, and shall
begin with Sablath-day duties. On the
morning of this day the church members
hold a prayer-mecting to ask God’s blessing
on the means of Lis grace; then fullow the
usual public services, which are conducted
much in the sume way as at home ; and
the duties of the day cluse with Sablath
evening schools at the various little villages,
which are attended by persvns of all ages.
There are religivusservices also at our most
distant out-stativns, cunducied by ruling
elders, and I occasivually spend a Sablath
at one or other of these myself. By these
arrapgements all who are able to atwend the
worship of God have it in their yower to do
s0, either at the prindipal or some of the
out-stations. I am engaged at present in
explaining the epistles to the seven churches
of Asia, and this cxercise seems to have ex-
cited o more than nsuai interest among the
natives. They sce much in the religious
history of these primitive churdhes that will
apply to themselves. May God bless his
own word, and make it * profitalle for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness.” The afternvon
of every Wednesday is devoted also to the
religious improvement of the natives. After

dinner Mrs. Geddice attends a bible class fur
the benefit of the females; and T meet wy),
candidates for church memberskip at gy
same time. % public prayer meetmyg 15
held after these classes are over, which 3
usually attended Ly more than 100 persous. {
EDUCATION. ’
The cause of education advances slowly
but steadily on the island. There are abwug
50 schools in operation, which meet duly
at suarise. These schools are taught Ly
natives, and persons of both sexes, and all
about an hour and a half, and they dv ot
materially interfere with the ordinary em-
ployments of the people. Reading vuly s
taught at our morning schuols, and alow 4
three-fourths of the natives can mak. an i
telligible ang profitable use of their boois,
Onr aim is to teach all who have the capa.
(ity to learn, to read the word of Gud m
their own tongue, and I hope the tmey, {3
large number of schools will probably ceaw |
when the adult population are readers, and
education will then be confined to the chil- [
dren. There are two schools alwo of &
higher order taught by Mr. Inglis and m)- 38
self at our respective stations.  Thee
schools are attended by natives of promix,
and they have hitherto furnished teacher
for this and other islanas. In addition w©
cyphering, geography, Bible history, &
One of the most important institutions on
our island at present is the orphan schodl,
It was formed sume years ago, and was fint
taught by Mrs. Copeland, under whom th; 38
children made great progress. It was di[g
continued some time after we left the island, 8
but we have, since our return, gatherel}
many of the scattered children, and orzatg

ages attend them. The exercises veuyy
not distant when this will be the case. A
reading, the scholars ae taught writing,
ized the school once more. Mrs. Guld

3

e

school, and is assisted in her daties by twoy
native teachers. More than fifty scholar
attend, and these depend on us to cluthdK
them ; and about one-half of them live v

the mission premises, and these we fi
also. The natives are very kind and cog
siderate, and bring us large presents of
fuod, otherwise we could not provide fof
their wants. This mode of supportig
them is unsatisfactory and precarivus, i
at times we have more food than they cafig
use, and just as often less than they ncel e
and as native food is all perishable, none
itcan be kept in reserve. We are, therh
fore, making an cffort to get some planiae
tions made for the children, and those st
live on our own premises are expected

work at them a few hours every day. T
orphans are of all ages, from 14 ye
downwards, and there are few spots of ti
earth where they form so large a proporti
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of the community as here. It is a matter
of deep regret to us that we cannot take
charze of all the orphans in our distriet, for
many of them must grow up without guar-
Lianchip or religious training, and may be-
~yme injurious members of society.

THE PRESS.

The printing press on this island has
row heen silent f‘or more than four years.
We are preparing it for jvork again, and I
tope to see it in successful operation in a
faw weeks. It will be under the charge of
anative who formerly printed for us, but
¥ sto is in delicate health at present. He
will have two bovs to assist him, and I
mst he may he able, with their help, to do
«me work for the mission. Some printing
tas heen done in Australia for the mission,
byt it is very expensive there. The sub-
wet of sending home for . printer has been
wmder consideration at our last general
meeting, but nothing was decided aboat it.
There are co many different dialects spoken
inthis group of islands that the printing of
B tem will be a formidable work ina few
vears, We are just about to print a book
n the Futuna langnage, prepared by the
B Rev.J. Copeland, consisting of three parts—

§ the first an elementary school book—the
B «eond a catechism—and the third a few
cative hymns.

FREE-WILY, OFFERINGS.

You are aware that the natives of this
3 ilnd have been accustomed for some years
wmake an annual contribution for mission-
ay purposes. Thev have not money to
B ove, but they prepare a quantity of arrow-
wot every vear, which is sent w Australia
ud sold for the benefit of the mission.
The amount collected at my station this
far amounts to over 1300 1bs., and ought
j oo’ ze £35 sterling, which will be remit-
1o the British and Foreign Bible Society
& part nayment of the book of Psalms.
Tte annual contributions of the natives
re lutherto been given to that Society
0, 1o pay for the New Testament in this
mguage, which cost £370 sterling, and
tsy have been about sufficient for this pur-
Nie. The Bible Society has always been
iy to help us without any stipalation
vit recompence, and this generosity
"ukes us all the more desirous to relieve
o i funds.

: NATIVE CHARACTER.

Ithas oceurred to me that some informa-
Qi shout the christian character of native
@ erts might interest you. It is difficult

persons unacquainted with them to

a correct judgment about them, for
cnerate their piety too high, and others
it too low. There is certainly a
imth, and at the same time a fecbleness

0y

paut it, which makes it differ in some xe-

|

speets from the enlightened and matured
piety of christians in our own favoured
land. I find by an examination of our roil
of church members that more than 400
persons have been admitted into the churca
at my station, since it was “first formed in
1851, and that the cases of discipline have
heen as one to ten of the entire number.,
You will be prepared to say that this re-
veals an unfavorable state of things. In
judging, however, of converts from heathen-
ism, you must not make refined christian
commanities at home the standard of com-
parison ; but rather the primitive churches.
We know from scripture that many mem-
bers of the Church of Corinth, for example,
had dishonoured their christian professicn by
party divisions, neglect of diseipline, abuse
of the Lord’s supper, want of hrotherly
love, immorality in various forms, &ec., yet
Paul, amidst all this corruption, which he
severely censures, saw much that was good,
and upon a view of the whole church de-
clares that they “ came behind in no gift.”
Such is the general character of churches in
modern times in heathon lands. They
present in most cases & strange combination
of good and evil; and while we see much
in them to admire, there is much also to
condemn. Yt must be confessed that sative
christians as a whole are inferior in know-
ledge, and in the cxhibition of christian
character te professors of religion at home ;
but the wonder is that they are not more
so. The christianity of our land is not the
product of one age, but the growth of many
generations, aund of numerous external in-
flue.ces; as well as the converting grace
of God. When a man in our own favored
land is brought under the saving influence
of the truth, however depraved he was be-
fore conversion, still ke has thoughts and
feelings of a christian nature, and it is com-
paratively easy for him to assume the forms
and consistencies of a christian life. Tt is
not so with tuese islanders who have grown
up amid the thick darkness and abomina-
tions of heathenism. In their case the ten-
dency of all surrounding influences has been
to corrupt, pollute, degrade and deaden
every moral feeling of the soul. The voice
of conscience is either silen®, or so fecble as
scarcely to be heard; and for this reason
the heathen can regard with indifference
sins which appear revolting to us. Now,
when such an one is brought out of a state
of nature into a state of grace, is it wonder-
ful that he often betrays infirmities which
throw & deep and painful shade over his
character, and almost lead us to conclade
that he is still «in the gall of hitterness,
and in the bond of iniquity.”” The sancti-
fication of the soul is a gradual process, and
in the case of heathen converts a slow and
difficult one. In their best stute they are
babes in knowledge and babes in grace, and
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their spiritual growth will be much aflfected
by the treatment which they receive from
those who watch for their souls. The mis-
sionary who presides over such a flock
needs much wisdom, much paticoce, much
tenderness, and above sall much of God’s
grace. But while there is much in the
character of heathen converts to awaken
our sympathies, excite our fears, and sti-
mulate our prayers in their behalf, there is
much’also to encourage us tv labour for their
good. If there is a weakness about their
piety which causes them to yield readily to
temptation, yet we are olten hinpressed with
christian excellencies which many of them
manifest—such as strong faith, deep humi-
lity, great self-denial, and a constant readi-
ness to make every sacrifice for Jesus’ sake
and the gospels’. T can speak from expe-
rience, and truly say that my own faith has
been strengthened, and my heart encou-
raged in the work of Christ in seasons of
great trial, by the example of the native
converts around me. There are christians
in these distant regions of whose piety
there can be no doubt, and who would adprn
their professivn of religion in auny land.

RAVAGES OF DISEASE.

I regret to inform you that our island has
been visited by whooping cough this season
for the first time. It has been less fatal
than some other foreign diseases, neverthe-
less a large number have fallen victims to
it. No part of the island escaped its
ravages ; and many children dicd of it, and
some adults also. The son of Lathella,
one of the high chiefs of the island, was
among the number. His name was Sclwyn,
and he was about nine years of age. He
was, without exception, the finest looking,
and most promising boy on the whole
island. We have every reason to hope that
death was gain to him. He cnjoyed the
training of a pivns mother, and was at all
times o thoughtful and well-behaved boy.
1 visited him often during his illness, read
the scriptures to him, and prayed with him;
and always found him in a calm and peace-
ful state of mind. Some days before his
death Mrs. Geddie was conversing with
him, and addressed him as a dying person.
After she had done speaking he said, «I
know that all you have told me is true, and
have thought about these things alveady;
tell them to my companions, that they may
think about themsclves.” His death caused
great regret, for his amiable disposition had
made him a universal favourite. Our island
has now been visited by measles, diphtheria
and whooping cough ia rapid succession.
These diseases, within the space of a few
years, have swept away one-half of the po-
pulation. The natives are much dispirited
by the great calamities which have befallen
them, and we cannot wonder at this, for we

have been painfully affected by them our-
selves. It has been a sad spectacle to see
them swept by hundreds into a premuture
grave. We may rest assured that Gud
has important ends to serve by these visita-
tions of His providence. They are a mys.
tery to us at present, but when we cannot
comprehend let us stand still and adure,
We Lnow that God doeth all things well,
and these adverse events form a part of
His great plan of mercy toward: thee
lovely, but deeply degraded isles. I think
we have no reason to fear that these island-
ers are destined to be blotted out of exist.
ence, nay some things seem to indicate thag
the time is coming when more than a
remnant will be spared to love, serve and
enjoy the true God whom we make kuvwn
to them.

REFUSAL TO RECEIVE A MISSIONARY BY
) THE TANESE.

¥ must now inform you of our unsuceess-
ful attempt to introduce the gospel into the
island of Tana this year. 3n a former let- &
ter to_you I stated that Nauka, the princi- §
pal chief of Port Resolution, had visited
this island last year, and consented to allow
Mr. Neilson to settle wn his distriet. I
visited Tana a few months after to ascertain
the state of matters, and make necessary
arrangements to renew the mission once /@
more. Nauka was not at home when I
arrived, but I waited a few days for his re-
turn.  This delay gave me an opportunity
of some intercourse with the natives, and of
learning the state of feeling among them
I landed on both sides of the harbonr, and §
though I met with civil treatment every
where, yet there was & reserve about the
natives unusnal to them in former years
Many old acquaintances did not come 1o §
sce me until I sent special invitations to 8
them, and then their visits were very short
There was a waut of cordiality about them
which I did not like, and they endeavoursd
to evade all conversation ahout the special 3§
ohject of my visit. The chief returned 2t§
last, and came off to the Dayspring to s
me. He told me that the people wer
almost unanimously opposed to a_missio- S

ary settling among them, but said that if :
Mr. Neilson wished to come to Tana hefll o
would use all his influaence to protect hinJ
The only native who expressed a wish fa P
a missionary was our old friend Nowu§H ,
whose mother was a native of this ishindjg&
At our annual meeting I gave a report g
my visit to Tana, which was by no mexsgs o
favourable. Nevertheless we thought thagee
if white traders could live safely at Poril
Resolution, missionaries might do so likil .
wise, and Mr. Neilson was forthwith s8¢ o
pointed to that place. He embarked 038 o
after in_the Dayspring for Tana, with il

materials for a house, and I accompani:yg
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him with 8 number of natives to assist in | considering our peculiar circumstances.—
building the house, and to remain with him | Several of the natives spoke and told as
for a ime. Messrs. Inglis and McFarlane | their reasons for declining to receive a mis-
were on board also, on their way to the I sionary,—some wished to retain their old
Lovalty Tslands. We arrived at Port Re- | customs, and live and die as their forefathers
solution on a Sabbath morning, but had | had done; others were afraid of christianity,
worship on board, and did not go ashore | lest they should take sick and die; but the
untit the afterncon. At the very spot | prominent objection was the Curacoa’s hos-
where we landed the first thing that met ; tile visit. They repeatedly asked the ques-
our eye was a large conical shell from the : tion what they had done to merit the severe
Curaco’s guns standing in an upright po- | punishment inflicted on them by the man-
amon on the sand. There were a few | of-war—aquestion I could not answer, even
natives on the shore, and one of them, an | had I been inclined to speak on this painful

ol man, spoke to us in a very angry stran,
saving that we had come to settle a mis-
sionary, but they had received a missionary
already who had brought a man-of-war to
kil them and destroy their property, and
they would receive no more missionaries.
We inquired for Nauka, but were told that
he was not at home, and did not wish to
sec us. We walked inland a short distance
1o the chief’s residence, but could get no
tidings of him there, though we afterwards
learned that he was concealed in one of his
houses. In passing over the premises we
saw where a large cannon ball, from one of
the Curacoa’s guns, had passed through the
two sides of a house, and which, to all ap-
‘\camnces, hasbecen deserted since thattime.
Ve next went to the teacher’s house to
attend the native service. There were six
naties present, consisting of Nowar and
tis family. and we were told that these were
the only persons who attended Sabbath day
meetings.  On the following morning some
of Mr. Neilson’s things were sent on shore,
but our natives soon came oft' to say that
the Tannese would not allow them to be
lnded. I immediately sent & messenger |
to say that we would go on shore after
breakfast, and wished Nauka and the peo-
ple to meet us, and talk over the subject of
Mr. Neilson’s settlement, ond assured them
that nothing would be dome contrary to
therr wishes. We landed at the appointed
tme, our whole party consisting of Messrs.
Inglis, McFarlane, Neilson and myself.
The natives were assembled on the shore

to reccive us, but the chief was not there.
We sat down on the spot where we landed,
and L.'d our meeting in the open air. I {
requested that the chief should be sent for,

88 but Yaurien, his public speaker, said that
| tewas there to represent him, and had full
power to act in his pame. T then stated, |
through  Mintiwan, our interpreter, the
chiect of our visit, that we had come to
sttle & missionary among them with the
full concurrence of their chief, and express-
« my surprise at their unfriendly conduct
towards us. The most of the natives were
f tharmed and civil, but there wera two or
three fierce looking strangers, who had
guns loaded and capped, with them. Our
meeting commenced in o friendly spirit

subject. One savage looking man, when
speaking about the affair, worked himself
up into & complete rage, and snatching up
his gun left our meeting abruptly. I asked
the interpreter what hesaid, but his answer
wag, “I do not lil to tell you, for his
words are too bad tc . mentioned to you.”
We found out afterwards that he had said,
we were now in their power, and urged his
countrvmen to kill us, and thus revenge
the Curacod’s doings. The man, after
leaving us, went along the shore a short
distance, then turned off into the bush, and
returned creeping along the ground until
he came behind the place where we were
met. He now levelled his gun to shoot
some of our number, but we were 50 inter-
mingled with the natives that he could not
fire on us without endangering some of
them. He altered his position several
times, but there were always natives in ths
way; and had it not been for this provi-
dential circumstance he might have carried
out his murderons intentions. We were
unconscious of danger until our meeting
was over. How much do we owe to the
providential care of God who numbers the
very hairs of our head. I believe that the
design on our lives was not premeditated,
and was the result of momentary impulse.
The natives at Jurge had evidently no hos-
tile inteations against us. After delibera-
tion we deemed it iuexpedient for Mr.
Neilson to remain on Tana, and advised
him to turn his thoughts to Fate for the
present. We left some Anciteum natives
on ana, hoping that their intercourse with
the people there would tend to diminish
their prejudices against missionaries, but
they have returned home and say that
nothing can be done at present. It is now
nearly twenty years since I first visited
Tana, and the prospects were never more
gloomy than they are at the present time,
for most of our old friends have died, and
others have not risen up to take their place.
Let us pray that God’s time to favonr ¢hat
island may soon artive.

VISIT TO LOYALTY ISLANDS.

‘The closing of Tana led meunexpectedly

to visit the Loyalty Islands. We touched

t Mare, Lifu and Wea, and attended the
3
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annual meeting of our brethren of the Lon-
don Missionary Society at thelatter island.
All the missionaries wore present, and their
meeting was a very pleasing and harmoni-
ousone. Itoccupied two days, and a large
amount of business was dune in this short
time. The work of God appears to be
prospering on the islands, notwithstanding
the persecution endured by the natives from
their French oppressors The remon-
strances of the missionaries have secured
for the natives more religious liberty than
they formerly enjoyed, but there is great
room for improvement still. The mission-
aries have received repeated applications
from the natives of New Caledunia for
christian teachers, but permission has not
yet been granted to them to operate on that
island. It is open to Roman Catholic
priests, but closed against Prutestant mis-
sions. It is belicved that the French Go-
vernment inclines to the side of religious
liberty, but their generous intentions are
defeated by priestly influence.

LOSS OF ““JORIN WILLIAMS” THE SECOND.

The loss of the new Jokn Williams has
been a serious calamity to the South Sea
missions. She was one of the finest ships
that ever sailed the sea, and a long career
of usefulness was expeccted of her. Her
loss is one of those things which we cannot
understand, but which we believe God will
overrule in some way or other for the good
of his own cause. She came to her end in
the same way as the old ship, being swept on
te the reef by a strong current during a
dead calm. It i8 a satisfaction to know
that her loss was an event in the course of
providence, and caused by circumstances
over which man bas no control. She was,
1 believe, fully insured, ana the missiona-
ries on the islands arge that no time should
be lost in supplying her place with another
vessel.

PRAYER AND MORE MISSIONARIES.

It is now time to close my long letter
Let me solicit for our mission a continued
interest in your prayers. Send us more |
missivnaries, and send them without delay.
Are there none of our settled ministers who
would be willing to come and preach among |
these Gentiles the unsearchable nches of |
Christ? They will find 1n these islands a
somewhat rugged, but hopeful field of labor.
May God in mercy to 2 perishing world
hasten the time when “the kingdoms of
this world are become the kingdoms of our
Lord, and of his Christ, and he shall reign
for ever and ever.”

I remain, very sincerely yours,
Joux GEDDIE.

REv.PP. G. McGreeor, Scc. B.F. 31,

(3 PEVY oy

Mr. Gordon’s Annual Report.

ERROMANGA, ATGUST 3, [867.

Rev. and Dear Sir,—In laying before
you another brief review of the history of
the missivn_ on this island during the past
year, I would begin by recording the Lord’s
mercy and faithfulness to usward, and
trusting that he may be pleased to turn the
events of an eventful year to the further-
ance of the gospel in this land.

MR. M‘NAIR’S ARRIVAL.

It was reserved for this annus memorabilis,
as you have been already duly certitied, to
witness the settlement of another nussion-
ary on this island. The Rev. J. McNair
was appointed last year to a station on the
eastern side of this island. In the end of
August of that year I left here to attend
the annual meeting on Anciteum, and got
back, in company with Mr. and Mrs. Me-
Nair, Mr. and Mrs. Morrison, in 2 trading
vessel, after an absence of only forty days,
After 2 sojourn of two months Mr. and
BMrs. McNair returned to Aneiteum (asit
was not, under the circumstances, consider-
ed prudent that they remain in Dillon’s
Bay over the approaching summer months,)
but came back again after an absence of
ahout six and a half months, since which
time they have been in Dillon’s Bay.

COOK’S BAY CLOSED.

Tt is with deep regret that T have to in-
form you that Cook’s Bay is not at present
open; consequently Mr. and Mrs. McNair
are still here with me. For different rea-
sons the people of Cook’s Bay have changed
their minds, but have not assigned any rea-
son in particular for their conduct. The
unsettled state of the island, genemlly, is
one; and oppositivn to the gouspel on the
part of the many contrary to the wishes of
the few, another.

SLOW PROGRESS.

For all the divine mercy and goodness
hitherto vouchsafed, we have made but
poor returns ; therefore we have only, dur-
g the Fast year, been receiving the drop-
pings of the sanctuary. Two men have
been admitted by bapuism, and one infant,
The men were on probation a year, and
have given satisfactory evidence of their
sincerity  during that period, and since.
One was the husband of Nilaporay, the first
woman baptized, and whose husbhand at-
tempted her life the morning after she had
been admitted. He was a man against
whom ¥ entertained hard suspicions fora
long time, and for different reasons. Thero
is one still on the catechumen’s list. Up
to this date sixteen in all have reccived the
initiatory riwe. Our list of adhcrents has
also been slightly increased.
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Three couples were married, of whom
three percons were church members.

The average attendance on school is
about 40; and the audience on Sabhath
increased to about 50.  These are small re-
sults numerically, and yet, all things consi-
dered, they are very large.

DEATHS.

The death list is unusnally long. Itis
as follows:
Killed in battle..o.ovuennnn.. 20
Murdered......oou...... RS |
Died, (men 31, women 19)....50
Children 11, infants killed, 2..13
Died of the epidemic, July....40
Total...veieun.... 134
Born—males, 10, females, 4.. 14
These statistics are chiefly taken of Dil-
fon’s Bay and vicinity, but include others
with which we have more or less intercourse.

INDUSTRY.

The external improvements have been
very considerable. Their plantations have
been enlarged, though the yam crop, on
account of a long drought, was light. Be-
tween 20 and 30 houses, which gives an
average of two each to our young men,
have been erected. Half as many new ca-
noes were made.  The night and day
watches fell, towards the close of the year,
into desuetude, our little community hav-
ing felt a sense of security notwithstanding
the continuous fighting around—to which,
heretofore, they were strangers. As many
a5 7 or 8 little boys were generally on the

remiscs, whom I formed into a Sabbath

chool class, commencing eight months
ago. Generally speaking, we lived» unmo-
Iested; but of late the remaining offspring
of the first 0ld murderer have been showing
their teeth, though afraid to bite. There
will be no security here so long as there are
two sticks of that rook’s nest together.

THE EPIDEMIC.

An epidemic, resembling diptheria in
some respects, and influenza and scarletina
in others, but which did not affect all per-
sons alike, made its appearance among us
in the end of June, about ten days after the
arrival of the Dayspring from Melbourne,
though there is nothing definite to lead one
to suppose it was conveyed by her. After
her visit we expected to have had the
whooping cough, but have had that form of
disease which proved so fatal last year on
Anciteum. Nearly all on the mission pre-
mises, hesides some who came for medical
aid, were down with it; bat not many died.
The most malignant form which the disease
assumed was the one which seized the
throas, which rapidly filled up with a viscid
phlegm, tho nose also with nasal mucus,

which in a few instances terminated in suf-
focation in 24 or 30 hours. In other cases
tho chest was attacked, but usually the
head first, with a violent "head-ache, which
soon produced & high state of febrile excite-
ment. As may well be imagined the poor
people are greatly alarmed. Insome quar-
ters & few indications appear of its being
turned in favour of Christianity; but in
most cases the old tradition sways the mul-
titude, and this is what we may expect.
The sickness has put an end to the fighting
for the present. Hostilities are suspended.
All the schools have been closed now for a
long time; but one has been recently open-
ed in Cook’s Bay, though Iam apprchen-
sive for the safety of the teacher. One has
been ready a long time for Portenia Bay,
but is still with us. We hope to be able to
re-open some schools soon.

CHRISTIAN KINDNESS.

Our friends in Australia have been mind-
ful of us. We have received, and do still
-eceive, very great kindness from the Rev.
George Mackie and Mrs. Mackie, of South
Yarra, Mclbourne. This year we got a box
from Mr. Mackie’s Sunday School, worth
£7 10s., which sum was expended in pur-
chasing the material with which it was
filled. It was probably worth £10 sterling.
Mr. Mackic has a thriving congregation,
and a large-hearted one, to whom I feel un-
der deep obligations.

I have also to acknowlegde the reczipt of
a box of goods from Nova Scotia, which
proved quite acceptable, and of very great
service.

Dr. Steel informs me that he received
£5 from St. Barpabas’ Church, Sydney, for
the use of this mission. I may remark here
that this is not the first instance of disin-
terested kinduess having been shown by our
Episcopal friends of these sons of consola-
tion. X few years ago I saw a subscription

aper of the Rev. W. W. Gill, Mangaia,
or contributions towards s monumental
stone, to be erected to the memory of the
wissionaries who had fallen here ; and op-
posite the congregation of St. B. was £5,
and a guinea followed the pastor’s own
name. I hopeto e excused for mentioning
this now; but after their last spontancous
gift I have been led to do it.

TRANSLATION AND PRINTING.
Last year T had printed a translation of

“ Leiteh’s Scripture Catechism for Begin-
ners.”” 1 had this done through the kind-
ness of Mr. Mackie, who did his part well ;
baut the printer nearly spoiled it entirely, by
sotting it up in small type. Itis well cover-
ed, and contains & brief primer under the
same covers. There are 1500 copies. I
do not yet know the cost ; but printing in
the Australian colonies, like many other
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things, is two prices. I intended the book
to be o first-book, but it is not serviceable
now for that purpose. It is printed without
capital letters, and the orthography of the
language has been settled. The books now
translated are Genesis, Jonah, some of the
Psalms, Matthew, Luke, John, and the
Acts. 'We greatly need to have some more
printing done. At present I am engaged
upon an epitome of the bible, or, rather, of
church history, from the time of Adam
down to the destruction of Jerusalem. The
volume will also include the book of Jonah,
and as many of the Psalms as I can put in
without making its size too much. This I
intend to have printed in long primer or
English type, for a first-book, since we have
been disappointed in the catechism
¥ remain, yours, &c.,
J. D. Gorpox.

Piracy in the New Hebrides.

The Rev. Dr. Steel, agent for the New
Hebrides Mission, has presented the follow-
ing petition and statement from the mission-
aries to his Excellency the Governor, who,
in the kindest manner, received the docu-
ments, and promised to give immediate
attention to them. We understand that
copies of the documents have been sent to
Queenslangd, where a bill is now before the
Legislature on the employment of the South
See Islanders.

STATEMENTS

By the New Hebrides Mission regarding the
traffic i natives as at_present conducted
among the Islands of that group.

For some time back, and more especially
within the last few years, this mission has
had its attention directed to the fact that a
large number of the natives of this group
are being carried away in vessels, ostensibly
as hired labourers to Queensland, Fiji, New
Caledonia, Taheite, Torres Stiraits, and
other parts.  With reference to the full ex-
tent to which this system is carried on, this
mission i3 not at present in a position to
furnish accurate statistics ; but we are fully
aware that 2 large number of vessels arc
engaged in it. Within the course of the
last cighteen months, vessels directly and
avowedly engaged in this traffic, have called
at the one island, Faté, no fewer than
eighteen times; and we are aware that as
many as 250 natives at least out of seven
villages of that island are at present absent
from their homes engaged in the service of
white men. We are further credibly in-
formed that several of the smaller islandsin
the northern part of this group have been
almost entirely stripped of their male popu-
lation.

The vessels engaged in this traffic—so far
as known to us—sail under one or other of
the three flags—the British, the Ameriean,

and the French. They vary in size, from
ships of seven or eight hundred tons, down
to small schooners of eight or ter tons.

There are various circumstances connec-
ted with thissystem as at present conducted
among the islands of this group to which
we deem it our duty to direes public atten-
tion.
1st. Many of these natives are taken away

{rm:}du]ently and by forcefrom their nauve

and.

Instance. Towards the close of last year

a vessel sailing under the British flag bound
for the Fijis, having on board one hundred
and ten natives from the northern islands of
this group, lay too off Fil harbour, Faté.
Some of the natives of Pango put off to her
in & conoe. They were able to converse
with the natives on board, as some of them
had resided on the islands whence they
came. - As they neared the vessel some of
the natives on board warned them not to
leave their canoe, adding “ We came off to
her in our canoces to trade as she lay to on
our shores. While we were thus engaged
i1she bore away; and when we attempted to
leave, the crew prevented us and cut our
canoes adrift. Thus they stole us from our
land, and if you board her, you will share
the same fate. Nor dGoes she come to anchor
anywhere lest we escape by swimming
ashore.

Other instances of the same kind can be
given.
20d. Many of those natives suffer great

hardships and privation on the voyage.

Instance. In the beginning of this year
(1867) a small schooner bound for the Fijis,
having on board thirty-five natives from
differentislands of this group came to anchor
in the harbour of Mucityum. She then
started on her voyage, and after having
been out & fortnight returned, reporting that
she had met with unfavorable weather,
and that her provisions were exhausted.
In fact, the captain acknowledged that 2
number of the natives were so reduced by
famine that they could not come out of the
hold ; and his statement was fully borne out
by their wretched appearance.

Qther instances of the same kind can be
given.
3rd. Some of these natives suffer severo

bodily injury, and even death, at the hands
of those who carry them away, without
any redress, or any inquiry being made
after their blood.  This naturally leadsto
their cherishing feelings of revenge, and
taking opportunities of retaliation againss
white men generally.

Instance. Towards the close of last year
the people of Emel, Fate, pirated a small
vessel and murdered the crew, consisting of
of three white men.  When visited this year
by H. M. S. Falcon for the purposc of inves-
tigating this outrage, thoy stated in selt-
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defence, that no fewer than four of their
men had been barbarously murdered by
persons who had carried them away from
their native island—giving names, dates,
and circumstances.

Other instances of a similar kind can be
given. )
4th. In the case of those who go of their

own accord, the nature of the agreements
entered into with them is very imper-
feetly, and in most cases not at all, under-
stood by them; and there is no real
security that we know of that these agree-
ments shall be faithfully fulfilled by those
who carry them away.

This has been acknowlcd%cd by those who
carry them away, and has been stated to us
by persens in the Fijis who have access to
natives imported there. It ought to he
horne in mind that almost every island in
Western Polynesia has a distinet language
ot itsown. The only medium of communi-
cation between the natives and the traders
is the English language ; and this is under-
stood only by afew, and by them very
imperfectly. ~ On most isiands it is not
undesstood at all.
5th. Most of these natives, as is well known

to us, are kept away from their native

islands for longer periods than they en-
gaged for.

This statement is fully borne out by indi-
vidual instances which have come under
our own observation, and by the fact that
it is the universal complaint of the natives,
wherever we come in contact with them.
One case ont of many we may mention.

In August, 1866, & small schooner of
shout ten tons baurthen took twenty-six
natives from the islands of Emou and Faté
1o Fiji, for a term of six months. Up to
this date, (August, 1867), not one of those
tzken {rom Faté, at least, has been returned.
sngé Many of these natives are very poorly
paid.

Tnstance. Tor five months’ service on
board & vessel trading in these sess, anative
of Faté received four handkerchiefs, a few
pipes, and a few figs of tobacco.

_Other instances of a similar kind can be
given.

7th. The wives of many of those carried

away, despairing of their return, enter
into relations with, and become the wives
of other men. This dissolution of social
ties, is & fruitful source of disturbsuce, of
destruction of property, and of war.

Instance. In July this year a native of

B Pango, on the island of Faté returned from

Queensiand.  He had been away for about
three years.  During his absence, the wife
he had left behind him had become the wife

BB o another man; on nccount of which the
B village had at the time been brought to the

verge of a civil war. Immediately after his
arrival in July last, hostilities began between
the two parts of the village inhabited by the
friends of the respeetive parties. A great
deal of angry talk passed between them,
threats were made of setting houses on fire,
several plantations were destroyed, and the
utmost confusion and alarm prevailed for
some days; when at length the matter was
settled by the first husband consenting to
give up his claim to the woman on condition
of receiving twenty pigs as a solatium.
The matter did not end there. A month or
so after these occurrences, the woman,
whose second marriage had been the occasion
of these disturbances, fled to the house of her
former husband, and was received by him
as his wife. This naturally led to the
renewal of hostilities between the two ends
of the village. And there is every reason
to believe that, but for the presence of the
missionary and the intercession of the
Christian party, the matter would not have
been settled without bloodshed.
Other instances of a similar kind can be
given.
8th. In almost all cases, the men who are
taken away are the strongest and most
active io their villages; and by the re-
moval of such men a more than ordin-
ary proportion of old and infirm people
with women and children remain ; which
materially interferes with the raising of
food, the procuring of fish, and other
work necessary to the well-being of the
natives.
9th, With reference to those who return, we
find that those who have been oftenest
and longest away are generally the worst
and most dangerous characters.
10th. The whole system is, so far as we
kunow, under no adequate supervision or
control; sothat the natives of these islands
are at the mercy of any man who can
induce or cagjole or force them to take a
passage on board his vessel.

In these circumstances we have no hesi-
tation in denouncing the trade in human
beings, as at present carried on among these
islands, as in violation of the natural rights
of man; as calcnlated to be injurious to the
social, moral, and spiritual interests of the
natives; as demoralising and degrading to
the white men engaged in it; as, in short, &
revival of the slave trade, without that
security for the temporal well-being of those
who are the subjects of it, which would be
derived from the fact of their being the
property of a man who had invested alarge
sum of money in their purchase.

Signed in” behalf of the New Hebrides
Mission.

J. G. Parox, Chairman.
Jos. CorELAND, Clerk
Aneiteum, N. H., 7th Scp., 1867.
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To His Excellency the Right Honorable the
Earl of Belmore, Governor-in-Chicf of
New South Wales, and Captain General
and Vice Admiral of the same.

May it please your Excellency.

The petition of the undersigned humbly
showeth,

That your petitioners are Christian mission-

aries, representing Presbyterian Churches,

labouring on the six southern islands of the

New Hebrides Group, viz. :—Aneiteum,

Fotuna, Tanna, Aniwa, Erromanga, and

Faté.

That in their capacity as such they, of
course, are deeply interested in the elevation
of the natives of these islands, physically
and socially as well as morally and spiritu-
ally; so that while on the one hand any
plan which has a tendency to promote so
desirable an object has not only their perfect
acquiescence but their hearty support, on
the other they cannot but regard it as their
duty to oppose any system which i3 found
to interfere with the natural rights of the
natives, and with the furtherance of those
ends for which missionaries settle among
them.

That in fulfilment of their duty and in the
interests of humanity they feel themselves
bound to lay before your Excellency cer-
tain facts and allegations as embodied in the
accompanying ‘‘statement” relating to a
system of traffic in human beings as at
present carried on among these islands.

That yourpetitioners humbly and earnest-
Iy request your Excellency that an investi-
gation be made into the working of
this traffic, that it be put under such super
vision and control as shall prevent the rights
of the natives from being ruthlessly violated;
and that some one be appeinted to care for
the interests and investigate the grievances
of those natives of these islands who reside
in the colony of which you are the head.

And your petitioners wili ever pray.

Joux Geppig, D. D.
Jonx INGLIs.

Jonx G. Paron.
JosepR COPELAND.
DoxarLp MORRISON.
J. D. Gorpox.
James Cosn, M. A.
THouAS NEILSON.

Lietter from the Rev. J B Smythe,
Chaplain on board H. M.2S. “ Brisk.”

‘We have great pleasure in affording our
readersan opportunity of knowing the views
entertained by an irspartial and competent
observer of the work conducted by the
agents of the Wesleyan, Congregational,
and Presbyterian Churches, in the islands of
the South Seas.

The Rev. J. B. Smythe, Chaplain on
board H. M. S. Brisk, has during two
vigits of tho ship to the Fiji, and other
islands, made himself acquainted with Mis-
sionary operations on the islands visited by
the Brisk, and published the following in-
teresting account of his observations :—

To the Rev. Stephen Rabone, Secretary of the

Mission in Foyi— X

M. M. S. “Brisk,” }
Sydney Habour, Nov. 25, 1867.

Rev. Sir,—You are doubtless anxious
to know the result of the visit of H. M. S.
Brisk to Fiji, in so far as it relates to the
murder of the late Mr. Baker and his seven
native teachers.  Information touching
this will be best derived from the official re-
port; therefore, I need only stc'e, that,
owing to the influence bronght to bear upon
Thakomban, the acknowledged chief {or
king, as he is styled) of Bau, and of that
part of the group where the cruel deed was
perpetrated ; he called meetings of his sub-
ordinate chiefs to take counsel together, and
arrange to proceed into the interior as soon
as possible, with a strong force, and punish
the murderers in such a way as to mark his
abhorrence of their wanton and barbarous
act. It is satisfactory to know, that, of this
outrage, hut one feeling exists amongst all
the Christian natives and resident Euro-
peans. The deepest sympathy is felt for the
poor widow and her children, and the cry
for chastisement is universal. Punishment
adequate to the offence is sure to be inflicted,
aithough from the almost impenetrable na-
ture of the country, the inappropriate time
of the year (their cotton planting season,)
the tedious ceremonies which precede all
Fijian movemets, and last but not least,
preparing to meet an American debt of very
questionable equity ; the guilty may escape
longer than is desirable. However, this
foul massacre is the last act of the kind
which is likely to be committed in Fiji; for
this raid into the remote interior will in all
probability strike the final blow at the root
of heathenism, and render life secure
throughout the entire group.

Intense zeal carried poor Mr. Baker be-
yond the bounds of prudence, and his error
lies in proceeding on his way after repeated
warnings to the contrarv. In hima vale-
able life has been cut off, for his highest
aim was to spread Christianity in those
dark and cannibal regions, which a heart
less brave than his own would have shrank
{rom penctrating.

1 cannot refrain from taking this oppor:
tunity of recording my high appreciation of
the great and good work which the mission-
aries are accomplishing in Fiji; and which

must beapparent to every unprejudiced and
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Christian man visiting these islands. Ttis
indeed a rare pleasure to attend the native
services ; to sce large and flourishing con-
gregations imbued with the spirit of devotion
and godly reverence; to hear heart-felt
praise to Gon; to observe their zeal in
prayer, and the love of their Bibles. Never
was I so murh impressed with the power of
Divine truth as when I stood in the midst
of a native congregation at Bauw, of over
seven hundred, (the king scated in a digni-
ficd manner in an arm-chair, with his large
Bible before him; the Queen (the finest
speeimen as regards flesh and bones of the
“human form divine” thatI eversaw) in a
conspicuous place among the women, ) and
heard the Gospel preached by s native
minister, and the accents of their praise as-
cending up on high like the voice of many
waters.  The chureh is a large native build-
ing, capable of holding one thousand per-
sons, and displays great ingenuity in’ its
style of architecture. It is situated within
a few yards ot the ruins of an old heathen
temple where human sacrifices were wont
to be offered to their gods previous to
their being cooked and eaten. The ovens
which were used for this revolting pur-
pose of cooking the vietims are still to be
seen filled with earth, and quite close to the
church. A large tree overhangs them, the
trunk of which is covered with norches
representing the number cooked. I found
it impossible to count them, owing to the
irregular order and antiquity of the early
entries. X confess that my soul was stirred
within me as I quietly surveyed the dark
faces of the \vors}ﬁppers in a church raised
by their own hands to the honour of the
truc God, their eyes eagerly resting on the
preacher, and thescripture references sought
out with facility. This was ot a special
gathering, for I attended native services in
several places, and generally addressed the
congregations throngh the Missionaries, and
am thoroughly convinced of the magnitude
and reality of the good work of God in Fiji.
Who cannot feel as I did when he re-
flects on the revolting customs cherished for
ages, and the barbarous practices of these
once benighted savages who a few years
ago, were accustomed to feed upor each
others bodies as large fishes do upon small
ones. Who cannot but admire the men
whose indefatigable labours bronght about
this change, & change so great and attended
with so wuch difficulty that only great
enerey and perseverance terapered with
wisdom could have effected it.
. I was well repaid for my visit to the
Richmond Native Institution on the island
of Kandavu. The clean and airy school-
room, the tidy little houscs for the students
and the beautiful order in which the grounds
are kept, delight the eye of the visitor.
When we entered the institution a well de-

fined air of satisfaction gleamed in the faces
of forty-five fine-looking young men, and as
we proceeded to ascertain their mental at-
tainments, slates and paper were quickly
placed before them, and the examination
passed off in a_manner alike creditable to
themselves, and to their energetic teacher.
The writing of some especially attracted
my attention, it being as good as any I
have seen, and the course of study is wisely
selected.

This institution is clearly the hope of
Tiji, for native agents must be largely em-
ployed ; therefore a constant number of not
less than one hundred should be kepy under
instruction, and although Mr. Nettleton
appears to be a hest in himself, an assistant
is necessary. Mrs. Nettleton devotes much
of her time to the wives of the married
students, in sr<iiug their minds with useful
information and indoor civilization.

The call for help is so great that many of
the poor fellows have to leave before their
course of study is completed, and essay to
teach others ere t"ey are tnught themselves.
The present number of missionaries should
be at least trebléd, and even then vast ficlds
for labour will remain unoccupiced ; for con-
sider a country cqual in extent to that of
Wales, and populated with about two hun-
dred thousand souls, without roads or con-
veyances, save the everlasting boat, which
is anything but a comfortable means of
travelling when it is blowing hard, especi-
ally for those who feel that their swimming
powers are not to be depended upon.

What I have stated of the success of Mis-
sion work in Fiji applies equally to that in
the Navigator’s group, for few mission ficlds
are blessed with such truly excellent men,
of long experience and sound judgment.
The Native Seminary at Matua, under the
able management of Dr. Turner and his
colleagrue, is a perfect model of itskind. Tt
is the first of the sort I ever saw, and when
I consider the beauty of the situation, the
harmony which pervades every part, the
admirable course of instruction, and the
exact method with which everything is
carried out, T cannot but compare it favour-
ably with many of our English grammar
schools.

It is self-supporting, and contains gene-
rally from ninety to one hundred students,
and turns out annually on an average,
thirty well trained candidates for the minis-
try, who are allotted their respectiva spheres
of labour, to take charge of day schools and”
conduct Divine service on Sunday ; the
missionaries, of course, having the superin-
tendence of the whole. In this way each
viilage has its own teacher, and supports
him comfortably.

Things are so well managed that not
only do the natives provide for their own
educational wants, but they make a large
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cont:ithution every year to the London lis-
sionary Society.

A handsomely bound copy of the Hol
Scriptures, and nearly all the useful English
school books, are translated into the native
'anguage, and ave in universal use. The
Samoans are natarally a superior, and com-

aratively speaking a refined race, and I
helieve they are farther advanced than any
other native race in the South Seas; except

erhaps, the Tongans of the Friendly is-
ands,  whose great progress I know only
by reputation. They are all Christians,
and are now manifesting a_ desire for pro-
gress in the direction of law and order.
Their hospitality combined with their cere-
monious manners impress all visitors with
a fecling of satisfaction.

T may here state that so very strictly is
the Lord’s day observed in all the christian
islands of the South Seas, that IThave heard
the wisdom of this exact teaching ques-
tioned even by serious men, who averred
that ¢ the Sabbath was made for man, and
not man for the Sabbath.” To me it ap-
pears quite right, for the heathen must be
dealt with in the beginning as children, and
we do not give the same liberty to the in-
fant mind as to that of mature growth.

Mission operations in the New Hebriaes
group have still much to contend with; it is
only beginning to be felt in many parts;
and the natives are physically and intellec-
tually low in the scale of humanity. How-
ever a great effort is being made, and all
honour to Nova Scotia, the first English
colony to send missionaries to the heathen ;
the right sort of men are at work, and ere
long, with God’s blessing, Christianity will
grow and blossom like the rose, and take
the place of ignorance and cruelty.

The natives of Anecitcum, a very poor
race indeed, have had the advantage for
years, of the labours of Mr. Inglis, one of
the most judicious and devoted of mission-
aries. His colleague, Mr. Geddie, I had
not the pleasure of mecting, but Bishop
Selwyn’s testimony of him is a sufficient
guarantee of his value.
this island fourteen months ago, an epide-
mic broke out which caused great mortality
among the natives; and Ishall never for-
get the great care and anxiety manifested
by Mr. Inglis and his excellent wife for the
sick and dying, visiting the pcor creatures
from house o house with medicine and
cordials, and treating them as tenderly as
though they were their own children.

This sad visitation suspended the opera-
tion of a large native school near Mr.
Inglis’s residence, so that I had not an op-

ortunity of seeing it at work, but judging
rom this good man’s zeal and ability, I
have no doubt of the style in which it is
managed and the success attending it.

I need hardly add, that the Aneiteumese

When I visited {

are all christians, and a beautiful copy of
the New Testament with suitable school
books of the native language are in the
hands of every family, The leaven of Di.
vine Trath is slowly but surely developing
itsclf on the thrice blood-stained 1sland of
Erromanga (thanks to the devoted Gordon,
brother to one of those who fell in his
master’s service,) as it is on the other island
of this group.

Mr. Fletcheris working hard and suec-
cesstully on the unhealthy and lonely island
of Rotumah. He is holding on until he
completes a translation of the New Testa-
ment and then I hope some compassion will
be in store for him as his constitution and
that of his attached wife are suffering a good
deal.

It is impossible to speak here of the la-
bours of each individual missionary, I
would gladly do so, if the narrow limits of
a letter permitted.

Bishop Pateson’s mission field, Bank’s
island and the Solomon Group, I have not
visited, but the name of such an eminent
divine is a sufficient guarantee that the

. Lord’s work is prospering there under the
" able management of this kighly gitted ser-

vant of Gop.

The French Roman Catholic Mission, I
purposely avoid criticising, but it has not
succeeded by any means. Batchelor mis-
sionaries may teach religion, but they want
the grand co-operation and influence of
woman to teach the heathen domestic cum.
fort and civilization.

I have thus briofly recorded my experi-
enco of mission vork in the islands of the
South Pacific, carefully sought out and im-
partially stated, in the hope that gainsayers
may be convinced and christians rejoiced
when they know that the Lord’s cause is
being honoured and magnified in thesconce
dark spots of the earth. o

My opinior of the personal qualifications
of those entrusted with so great a work may
be gathered from the above facts; and yet
uader a senge of its magnitude, wemay say
“who is sufficient for these things?”
However the “ the treasure of the Gospel”
is committed to ‘““earthen vessels,” for the
express purpose “that the excellency of the
power may be of Gop, and not of men.”
Accordingly, it has pleased Him to appoint
as his agents in the Church, men with their
infirmities and imperfections; and yet con-
trary to this, Gop’s plan, there are to be
found inconsiderate persons who would re-
pel from the ministry all besides the arro-
gant and the vain. When personal piety is.
unequivocal ; and when it exists in unity
with zeal for the inculeating of the truths
and the holy morality of the Gospel ; qualifi-
cations as to other points, may, cousistently
with charity, be a subject of trust. A ne-
cessity is lald on every believer in the Son
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of Gop to cultivate & missionary spirit, the '
constituent principles of which are produced
in the New Creation of his own soul; and
for wlose range a “world lying in wicked-
ness” opens an extensive and deeply neces-
sitous sphere.

It i true that the degree of ability, and
the opportunities for the exercise of that
spirit, are alike various; but, still we dare
to affirin that in this age there isan im-
peachment of individaal piety, and a falling
short of the beneficent purpuses of a be-
volent Gob, in proportion as the means ac-
tually possessed are not duly improved.
However we havo great reason to be thank-
ful for an era of zeal aud devotion is rapid-
Iy setting in.

The arm of the Lord is now being re-
vealed, stretching itsclf over the nations of
the warld in the attitude of fostering care ;
and the voice has gone forth in accents of
besceching tenderness “ Look unto me and
be ye saved all the ends of the earth.” The
Gop of Mission therefore has inclined the
hearts of Christians to coutemplate the
perishing condition of the heathen, and his
people have begun to feel that by a combi-
nation of effort they have had power given
them to accomplish much. Let them then
¢ thank Gop and take courage,” proceed to
new efforts, and do their utmost as * fellow
workers together” under Him to realize the
time when “the knowledge of the Lord
shall cover the earth, as the waters cover
the sea.”

Your’s faithfully,
James B. SMyYTHE,
Chaplain to H. M. S. Brisk.

TRINIDAD MISSION.
Iere ViLrLage, TRINIDAD, }
MarcH 20th, 1868.

Rev. and Dear Brother,—Your very wel-
come favours of February 1st and 10th were
received on the 11th and 12th inst. You
cannot imagine how rejoiced we were to
receive these letters and the Records, for we
were longing for news from home. Friends
at home cannot do us a greater kindnes than
write us now and then. I hope my last
letter of Feb. 1st, from San Fernando came
to hand. I will follow it up in this letter
by a few items that may or may not prove
interesting,

Feb., 7th.—I spent an hour or two in the
Stipendiary Magistrate’s Court. Several
indentured Coolics were before the Court
for ahsenting themselves from their estates
and work, and sume Chincse for stealmg |
cane. The Interpreters, Hindustan, Tamal, |
and Chinese are Christians. The Hindas
swear by the Ganges over a tumbler of
water, and the Moliammedans by the Koran. |

Estates having industrial Coolies are re-

quired by law, to provide Hogpitals and
engage a doctor to visit the estate twice a
week ; and the Coolies reccive at the ex-
pense of the estate whatever food or medi-
cine the doctor orders.

Feb. 10th.—I accompauvied a medical
gentleman round several cstates. In one
hospital we found a woman of the Brahman
caste, and & young man of the Carpentee
caste. The woman had only becn three
weeks in the country, While in the hospital
her child bad died and her husband had
deserted her, and she looked heart-broken.
I told her ahout Jesus Christ, and urged
ber to pray to him. She answered firmly
and decidedly. No, no, I will not.

Doctor.—You must have strengthening
food. Can you take mlk?

Coolie.—1t does not agree with me.

Dr.—Will you take a little soup then ¢

C.—Certainly not.

Dr.—How then can you get well 2

C.—Bhagawan will make me strong.

Dr.—But Brahman and every body eat
soup here?

—No, no. Impossible.

Here the young moan lost patience with
her and told her it was so, there was no
caste there, all were alike in Trinidad. She
half raised herself on her bed, and indig-
nantly ordered him to go_away. Caste
must he a terrible thing in India. Here it
is kept up, but only to a very limited extent,

The young man listened to all I had to
say. He was nearly well and begzed clo-
quently to be discharged. I told him that
if he could read he would not find the time
so long. He answered, of course. T then
explained that my object was to teach the
Coolics. His answer was, if you teach us,
of course we will learn.  As we were about
to leave, he clasped his hands to the Dr.
in the attitnde of prayer, then clasped the
Drs. clothes, and’ at last his very feet in
true Eastern style of supplication and in
tones most touching begged to be let go.
As thisfailed, with oricutal exaggeration he
threatened to cut off his head, if left there.

Our cook is a Coolie lad 16 years of age.
His mother died on the passage to Trinidad
and his father was sent immediately back to
India as a disabled man. Thus he was
left here fourteen months in care of a sister
a few years older. They were sent to
Palmiste Estate. The manager’s family
cared for the boy, and had him baptized
Henry Martin. One of the daughters
married 2 Church of England clergymen,
and Henry lived with them for some years.
When they left the island he was sent to
the Coolie Orphan House where he remained
for some years. A few months ago he left
the Home and was indentured to his old
master for three vears, and he kindly a]lo_\ved
him to come with us. So far he has given
us satisfaction. and his knowledge of Hin-
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dustani and of the customs of the people is
of considerable advantage to us at times.

A few days ago a Moham:nedan Coolie
came to the door and asked for food. We
had just risen from dinner, and I thought-
lessly offered him cooked rice. He refused
to touch it, on my asking why, he became
offended. Stooping down he licked both
nmy feet. T saw that he was offended and
Henry at once explained that that was
a token of high displeasure. He was leaving
his mark which meant that he did not care
to see me ugain.

I explained to him the custom in my
country, told him I was ignorant of the cus-
toms of his conntry and that I did not mean
to insult him. He then cooled down, took
back the mark and became quite reconciled
on a small piece of money being sabstituted
for the rice. Had the rice been uncooked
he would have anccepted it without hesitation.

March 6.—On my morning rounds fell in
with a Mohammedan Teacher and Priest.
He was reading the Koran in a sing song
tone in a new shop. The shopkeeper gave
me 2 seat and offered me a cigar. He told
me his shop had been christened a few days
before, and that this was an additional ser-
vice of praise. He attended to his customers
all the time ; but his wife was very attentive
to the reader, who stopped occasionally to
explain a word or expression. She was
beautifully dressed according to the style of
India, and loaded with ornaments. She
had seventeen bracelets of silver and onc of
gold on cach arm. These were mostly of
solid metal and two of them were cexceed-
ingly massive and of fine workmanship.
Around her neck were thirteen silver neck
ornaments, mostly of solid metal and several
of them as much as three quarters of an
inch square in front. These ornaments are
clasped arcund the neck. They are heaviest
in front and taper toward the back of
the neck And fifteen finger rings, four
heavy ear-rings to ecach ear, and over the
head and shoulders a magnificent veil, and
you may fancy the rest. At the end of the
chapter the reader entered into conversation,
He told me that he had a Church a little
farther up the village where he taught school.
T have since seen this building.  Boarded in
and roofed with galvanized iron, itis far
before the best Coolie houses and equal to
their best shops.

Our stay in_San Fernando was very
pleasant. To Rev. Geo. Lambert and his
congregation we are indebted for much
kindness. We came here Feb., 21st, but
the carpenters only finished a week ago.
The Coolies around are very friendly, agamn
and again they have sent us presents of
green corn, and quite & number have prom-
ised to send their children to be taught as
soon as we are ready to teach them. We
hope to enter on this work soon. Hitherto

we have simply been making friends with
them and trying to gain their confidence.

Whatever the result of our mission to the
Coolies, there can be no doubt that there is
an urgent call for the attempt to do some-
thing.  Eighkt-hundred new Coolies have
arrived since we came here, and more than
twice as many more are expected before the
end of the year. While they remain heath-
ens they cannot be trusted, especially if
their numbers increase. Last year they in
several instances beat the overseers or mana-
gers severcly, to the extent of breaking
arms where differences arose.  And since
we came here an overseer was found lying
on the road speechless and died in less than
an hour. Proof was lacking but all the
evidence went to show that he was mur-
dered by Coolies.

When relieved from the duties of this
station, Mr. Lambert began operations in
Cipero street, San Fernando. This is a
neglected part of the town, lying out toward
some sugar cstates. He has Sunday school,
and afterwards a short service in a building
formerly used as a sort of theatre. At first
thirty children and about forty adults at-
tended—now there are seventy children and
about the same number of adults. In the
Sunday School there is a class of ten Coolie
children; and two Madras Coolies. Christ-
ians in connecction with the Methodist
church render some assittance in teaching.
Oceasionally quite 2 number of Coolie men
and women assemble, or hang alout the
door. Thus the goud seed of the Kingdom
is being sown, and we know not which shall
prosper, this or that.

I preached here several Sabbaths before
we could move up. The attendance was
then smaller than My, Lambert’s average ;
but since we caine here it has come up very
well. At 6% o’clock a. m., we meet for
prayer, attendance about twenty. Sunday
School meets at 1 o’clock, attendance about
thirty. Public worship begins at 24 o’clock,
attendance about fifty. A fortnight ago
we had cummunion—there sat at the table
fourteen, anl one was absent through sick-
ness. This week we begin a Thursday
evening prayer meeting.

Yours vory truly,
Jouy Morrox.

P, S.—Please address,
“SaN FErNANDO,
TRINIDAD,
B. W. Isp1Es.”
And ask Correspondents through Record,
to do the same. 3
.M.
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News of the Ghuneh,

Presbytery of Pictou.

The Presbytery of Pictou met in James
Church, New Glasgow, on the 5th inst.,
and was constituted by the Rev. George
Pattersou, Moderator, with whom were
present the Revds. David Roy, J. Stewanrt,
George Walker, D. Bayne, A. P. Miller,
Alexander Sutherland, D. B. Blair, James
Thompson, George Roddick, J. McKinnon,
Alexander Ross, K. J. Grant, J. A T.
Sutherland, A. J. Mowitt, A. MecL.
Sinclair, J. B. Watt and J. D. Murray,
Ministers, and Messrs. George Underwood,
James McGregor, John Miller, Hugh Gunn,
James McDonald, Donald Ross, Franeis
Henry, Danicl Falconer and James Grant,
Ruling Elders.

After the Roll was called and the Minutes
of the last meeting weve read and sustained,
Mr. Iugh Gunn representative Elder from
the congiegation of Earltown and West
Branch. reported that since the last meet-
ing of DIreshytery, their pastor, the Rev.
Lauchlan McDonald, had been called away
by death, that consequently the congregation
is vacant, and that through him they ask
the sympathy of the Presbytery in their
present trinl and attention to their spiritual
wants, The Presbycery in removing Mr.
McDonald’s name from the Roll appointed
the Rev. John Stewart to preach to the
congregation vacant on the 4th Sabbath of
this month, and. prepate & Minute in refer-
coce to his death to be placed on their
records, and also appointed the Rev. Alex,
Sutherland to be Mpderator of the Session.

The following is the -Mifiite prepared by
Mr. Stewart :—* The Presbytery in conse-
quence of the removal by death of one of
their number who within the last eighteen
months was inducted into the charge of
Earltown, fecl by this sudden death a loud
call addressed to them to beup and doing
the important work with which the Lord
has intrusted them. Mr. McDonald more
than twenty years ago had his heart deeply
impressed with the importance of the work
ofthe Ministry—labored in the Free Church
of Scotland for several years with more
than usual diligence and acceptability—
came to this country certificd by that church
—without any unnecessary delay entered
upou his work as oune that felt he could not
do enough for Chnist durfng his short so-
journ here below, and “was instant in
season and out of season,” that both him-
selt and his work might bo accepted by Him
who had called him.~ While both his friends
and this Presbytery deplore the loss of a
lovable man and a faithful ambassador of
Christ, they at the same time believe that
their loss is his gain. The congregation of

Earltown and West Branch feel that they
have lost the best friend they had on earth,
and in this bereavement the Presbytery
deeply sympathize with them, and their
prayer in their behalf is that the Lord in
due time will send them a pastor *“ accord-
ing to His own heart,” who among them
will gather souls unto Christ, and feed the
flock of His heritage “ with knowledge and
understanding.”

The Rev. Mr. Sinclair reported that ac-
cording to appointment he preached durmn,,
the month of April in St. John’s chareh
Chotham, and that on the 1ith of that
month he moderated in a call’for one to be
the pastor of the con%regation, which came
out unanimously in favour of Mr. Garvie,
preacher of the Gospel ; that it was signed
by 59 members and 88 adherents, aud that
the congregation are desirous, in the event
of their Call being sustained and accepted, .
that the ordination and induction take place
at as carly a date as possible.

Mr. Sinclair’s conduct was cordially ap-
proved of and the Call to Mr. Garvie sus-
tained. Mr. Garvie being present the Call
was put into his hand and, after some time
given him for consideration, he intimated its
acceptance.

The Moderator and Cletk reported that
they had on their own responsibility and
unofficially assigned Mr. Garvie the follow-
ing sabjects as trials for Ordination, viz:
Lecture, Matthew xxv. 1-13; Sermon,
John iii. 14, 15 ; Exercise aaod Additions,
Acts ii. 27 ; Theology, Arminian Contro-
versy ; Church History, Arian Controverny ,
Hebrew, the Book of Ruth; Greek, N. T,
ad aper Lib. ; with a view of facilitating his
ordination and induction before the meeting
of Synod. The Preshytery agreed to ac-
copt these subjects as his trials for ordination.
Mr. Garvie having intimated that he was
prepared to give them in, the Presbytery
reccived aud sustained them —It was agreed
to appoint his ordination and induction into
the pastoral charge of the congregation of
St. John’s Church, Chatham, on Thursday,
the 28th inst., at 11 A, M., the Moderator to
preside and ordain, Mr. McKinnon to preach,
and Dr. Bayne to address the minister, and
Mr. Blair the people. The Rev. J. D.
Murray was appointed to preach in the
congregation on the 3rd and 4th Sabbaths
of this month, and to read the Edict for ordi-
nation, Mr. William Grant was appointed
to supply his place.

The Rev. Mr. Roy requested leave to be
absent from his congregation during the
roonth of June, and Dr. Bayne to be absent
frow his congregation for 6 or 7 weeks, as
they intended to make additional improve-
ments upon the church. Both of these re-
quests were granted. .

The Rev. Mr. Thompson was aspomted
to preach at West Branch, River John, on
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the 5th Sabbath of May, and the Rev. Mr.
Roddick at Earltown on the Ist Sabbath of
June.

The Preshytery adjourned to meet in
Poplar Grove Church, Halifax, on Wednes-
day the 24th June, at 10 A. ., for ordinary
business.

Joun McKinvox, Clerk.

Presbytery of Halifax.

This Presbytery met in the Session
House of Chalmers Church, on Wednesday
6th May, at 11 o’clock, A. M. Prescut—
Rev. Dr. King, James Waddell, Professor
McKnight, A. Stuart, J. McLeod, Wm.
Maxwell, E. Annand, A. Simpson and
John Forrest, Ministers; and Messrs, W,
Anderson, J. S. McLean, James Farquhar
and Robert Murray, ruling Elders.  Mr.
Waddell was appointed Moderator, pro
tem. It was reported that both Rev. Mr.
Forlong and his congregation agreed that
his demission should take effect at the mid-
dle of May instead of the end of June. The
following commissioners appeared on behalf
of Poplar Grove congregation, to prosecute
their call to Rev. A. Simpson :—Charles
Robson, John S. McLean, and J. Scott
Hutton, Esquires. James A. Scott, Esq.,
appeared as commissioner for the Gore and
Kennetcook. The Presbytery having heard
the statements and reasonings on both sides
and also Mr. Simpson’s acceptance of the
call, resolved unanimously to translate Mr.
Simpson to Poplar Grove Church. His mn-
duction is appointed to take place on the
evening of Thursday the 21st May at 73
o’clock. Res. Dr. King to preach and pre-
side; Prof. McKnighe to address the min-
ister and Mr. Sedgewick the people.

The Presbytery devoted much time to
the discussian of the proposed Rules and
Forms of Procedure remitted by Synod.
The next meeting to take place on Thurs-
nay the 21st inst, in the Poplar Grove
Church, at 11 2. m.

The Presbytery met in Poplar Grove
Church on Thursday, the 21st May, at 11
o’clock, A.yM. Present, Revs. Dr. King,
P. G. McGregor, W. Maxwell, J. McLean,
J. Cameron, Professor McKuigh , A. Simp-
son and J. Forrest, ministers, and R. Mur-
ray, James Farquhar and —— Fisher,
eldas . Dr, King, moderator, pro tem.—
Mr. Forrest, clerk, pro tem. The priacipal
part of the day was taken up with the con-
sideration of the proposed Rules and Forms
of Procedure. In the evening Rev. A.
Simpson was inducted into the pastoral
charge of Poplar Grove Church. Dr. King
})reached an able and appropriate sermon
rom 1 Cor. iii. 9. Professor McKnight
addressed the minister very impressively.
In the absence of Rev, Mr. Sedgwick, Dr.

: King addressed the people. Mr. Simpson

~as very cordially welcomed by the con.
gregation.

The following appointments were made,
Rev. 1. McMillan to dispense the Lord's
Supper at Fall River, Waverley. Mr.
Nelson to supply Cornwallis North and
West during J)c month of May. Mr. Logan
to supply all Cornwallis during the [ist
three Sabbaths of June, in the followwg
order,~ June 14th and 28th, at Canard in
the morning, Kentville in the afternoon, and
Waterville in the evening; June 21st, at
Lakoeville in the morning, Canard in the
afternoon, and Kentville in the evening.
Rev, T. Cumming was appointed to supply
Kempt and Walton during the month of
June. Mr. Nelson to supply Gore and
Kennetcook during the month of June.—
Mr. McLean was appointed to preach in
the Gore congregation and declare it vacant
to-morrow ; and also to be interim Modera.
tor of Session, Professor McKnight to
supply Mr. McLean’s pulpit. The Pres-
hytery adjourned to meet in Poplar Grove
C‘Iynurch, on the fourth Wednesday of June,
at 10 o’clock, A. 1.

The Presbytery of St. John.

This Presbytery Leld two meetings on
the 13th May. The first importantitem of
business was a memorial from the congre-
gation of Lower Norton, craving a resump-
tion of pastoral services among them by
their late pastor, Rev. James Gray. After
a patient examination of all circumstances
of the case of the Presbytery, resolved to
hold a meeting for visitation at Sussex,
soon after the meeting of Synod, when the
best and most advantageous destribution ot
Mr. Gray’s labours will be made subject of
careful deliberation ; and in the meantime
Messrs  Gray and Frazer were dirccted to
confer together and give Lower Norton such
supplies as their other engagements may
permit.

The next important item was the Report
of Rev. T. Cumming, of ten weeks’ service
in Carlton Presbyterian Church, immadi-
ately followed by a petition from said
church, asking for moderation in Call. The
Report was received and approved, and the

rayer of the petition was granted and the

ev. N. McKay appointed to preach in
Carlton church on Thursday cveuning the
28th inst., and moderate in Call.

On motion, it was resolved to apply to
the Home Mission Board for an additional
labourer, with a view to the supplying of
Carlton and Paserinco.

The Presbytery then took up the remit
of Synod in respect to forms of proccedure
and questons of the formula. The result of
their deliberations, which were pains-taking
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and patient, will be roported to the proper
quarter.

In view of the very inadequato support
given by the congregation of Springfield
and Inglish [Settlement to the Rev. Lowis
Jack, and by that of Londonderry and
Campbell Settlement to the Rev. A. Donald
the Presbytery resolved to recommend the
case of those brethren to the favourable con-
sideration of the committee on supplements,
and to ask for aid to the amount ot $80.00
for each of these congregations. The Pres-
bytery would specially urge the case of
Camphell Settlement and  Londonderry,
inasmuch as a bonus for three years, was
promised to Mr., Donald in licu of contri-
butions from Salt Springs, which section
formerly under the carc of the Rev. Mr.
Donald, now forms a part of the congre-
gation of the Rev. Simon Frazer. The
Presbytery adjourned to mect in St. David's
Church, St. John, on Tuesday the 23rd day
of June, at 1 o’clock P. M.

Summary.

Rev. L. M‘DonaLp.—Within the last
two years the Rov. L. M‘Donald was settled
in Farltown, in response to an carnest and
unanimous call. He laboured in the con-
gregation with great acceptance till the
21st March, when he was prostrated by
illness, whica terminated fatally on the 14th
April. He was but 52 vears of age. From
a sketch of his life furnished to the Vitness
by Rev. A. Sutherland, we learn that he
was born in Scotland,—that his parents
came to Pictou in 1820, and settled finally
at Malagawatch. C. B. His education was
obtained partly in New Glasgow, partly in
Halif*x, and was completed in Edinburgh.
He lahored for several years in a Highland
congregation, in connection with the Free
Church of Scotland. In November, 1866,
he was settledin Earltown. Heimmediately
engaged in the various duties of his office in
the congregation ; stadying and preaching,
conducting prayer meetings, visiting and
catechising, examining day schools, and
conducting Sabbath schools, to the benefit
and satisfaction of all classes and ages.—
01d and young loved him. He never lost
aday till the fatal stroke which ended his
labors on earth.

Rev. Wm. Alves, late pastor of Calvin
church. St. John, N. B., has taken his de-
parture tor New Zealand. Spesking of him
the Colonial Presbyteriansays :—* Mr. Alves
took a high place as a preacher, bringing
varied scholarship, and much intellectual
power, to bear upon the interpretation of
the scriptures. His published lectures on
the opening chapter of Lphesians bear
ample evidence of his exegetical ability.—
Well acquainted wilh the usuages of the

church courts, ¢ 1d having for some years
acted as clerk o1 the Presbytery of St. John,
he will be much missed in Presbytery and ~
Synod. His d. arture, and that of his
family, creates quite a break in the social
circle in which he moved Their many
attached friends here can, however, only
hope and pray that in the family re-union
which, it is expected will be enjoyed in
New Zealand, and in the wider sphere of
labour opening up to Mr. Alves in that
colony, the change may be advantageous
and agreeable.”

The Rev. Dr. McCosh, the well known
Scottish metaphysician, has been unani-
mously elected President of the College ot
New Jersey, Princeton. He has accepted
the appointment, and is shortly to come to
America.

Rev. C. Chiniquy’s work in Illinois ap-
pears to be steadily prospering.

Our readers in general, but especially the
Highlanders, will learn with regret that
Rev. Peter McLean, once of Whycocomah,
has departed this life. He was a most ac-
cepteble and po-verful preacher. He spent
several months in this country in 1866, as
a Deputy from the Free Church.

Rev. Dr. McLeod of Snizort, has also
gone to his rest and reward.

Dr. William Chalmers, of London, bas
been clected Professor in the English Pres-
byterian College in place of Dr McCrie,
who resigned last year.

The eminent missionary traveller, Dr.
Livingstone, is still alive.

Dr. Bannerman, Professor of Divinity
in the New College, Edinburgh, died early
in April. e was a theologian of great
ability, and his place will not easily be sup-
plicd. He was 62 years of age.

Dr. James Buchanan has resigned his
Profescorship in the New College on ac-
count of increasing infirmities.

Micnac Mission.—The Report of the
Micmac Mission for 1867 is just pnblished.
Mr, Rand’s work, which is presecuted with
increasing activity, simple faith and burn.
ing zeal, Is attended with evident tokens of
the divine blessing. Several most pleasiag
instances are given of improvement on the
part of Indians—instances of industry, ho-
nesty and enterprise. Their personal habits
also in many instances are improving.—
The book of Exodus has been translated in-
to the Micmac language, and will soon be
printeé. The work as a whole seems to he
making progress. The Mission is now
supported without any cauvassing for funds.
The Missionary lays his wants before the
Lord and hitherto they have been supplied.
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Jaxarca.—In the present Record we
give an interesting letter from Rev. Tho-
mas Downie, late of Antigonish. Rev.
William Murray, late of Cornwallis, is now
labouring in Kingston, Jamaica. His health
has greatly improved.

The circulation of the Record of the
United Preshyterian Church, Scotland, has
reached 50,000 copies a month.

Both the vencrable Sceretarics of the
United Presbyterian Church have tendered
their resignation to the Synod.

&y A
Cama " e

Dovvespondence.

LETTER FROM REV. T. DOWNIE, JAMAICA,

My Dear Sir,—Before I left Nova Scotia
you expressed a wish that after X had been
some time in Jamaica I would write you &
letter, and give you some account of my
new sphere of labour. I need not say that
it is with feelings of pleasure I comply with
your request; and want of leisure is my
only apology for not writing you Lefore this
time. The ycars that I spent in Nova
Scotia were, to me, years of happiness and
comfort. Often do I recur, with feelings of
lively interest, to the scenes of my Antigo-
nish pastorate; and my fervent prayer to
the great Ilead of the Church is, that he
may bless the people among whom I ia-
boured, by advancing their temporal and
spiritual welfare. As I read the Record and
Preshyterian Witness regularly, I am made
acquainted with the proceedings of yom
church courts, and I notice with interest
the progress which the cause of religion is
making among you. A bright future is, I
believe, befors the Presbyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces. Its ministers are now
doing a great and important work; they
are scattering the seed of divine truth over
a wide extent of territory ; the gospei tree
which they are rearing, already affords a
shelter to multitudes of immortal souls; end
there cannot Le a doubt that millions of in-
dividuals yet unborn are to find a refuge
beneath its branches.

The field of Iabour upon which I have
entered in Jamaices is large and extensive,
and such as to demand my unvwearied ener-

gies. The United Presbyterian Church in
Scotland commenced a mission in the istand
more than forty years ago, and there are
now twenty-four congregations bhelonging
to that body. These congregations are di-
vided into four Presbyteries, the ministers
of which, with representative clders, meet
as a Synod oncea year. According to the
statisties for 1867, there were—in the cop-
gregations 4684 members; an attendance
at public worship of 6121; on the roll of
candidates for admission to the church 470;
attendance of scholars at Sabbath classes
3445, taught by 296 teachers. The total
income of the congregations for the year
was £2559 sterling. The ¢xpenses of mi-
nisters and clders attending the meeting of
Synod are, as in Nova Scotia, paid out of
the Synod fund, to which each congregation
is expeeted to give a collection, The Synod
of 1868 met iu the beginning of March, and
from the following staiement of monies con-
tributed for the Synod fund, it will appear
that the collections of some of our congre-
gations will.bear a proportion to the libera-
lity of some of the congregations in Nova
Scotia. I select a few items at random.
For the above fund the congregation of
Carronhall contributed £2 stg., Montego
Bay £4 2s. 6d., Goshen £1 4s. 73d., Mount
Horeb £1, Hampden £5, Mount Zion,
£2 10s., Falmouth £2 9s, 6d.

From the foregoing statement, some idea
may be formed of the size of the Presbyterian
church in Jamaica, and the extent of its
operations. It has already accomplished,
and is still doing a great and important
work. When the fact is taken into account
that the mass of the people only emerged
from slavery, with all its degrading and
demoralizing influences, thirty vears ago,
the wonder is, that so many large congre-
gations have been formed, and that in them
there are so many individuals who are
adorning their christian profession by a holy
life and conduct. I would, however, care-
fully guard against conveying the impression
that our congregations, in organization and
efficiency, would stand a comparison with
old and experienced congregations in Scot-
land or Nova Scotin. Whatever care is
exercised by ministers in admitting to the
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fellowship of the church only such indivi-
duals as possess a clear acquaintance with
the doctrine of the bible, and exhibit a de-
meanour such as would accord with the
christian profession, the numerous declen-
sions that take place from the membership
shew how feceble is the hold which, in many
cases, the truth has taken of the heart.—
- Under the fostering care of British churches
our congregations will, I believe, at some
future period, rise to a position of vigour
and influence which might warrant their
being left to their own resources; but if
British aid were wihhdrawn at the present
juncture, the consequence would bc disas-
trous in the extreme. The Baptist deno-
mination, which did such au important
work in Jamaica, and whose influence was
at one time so extensive in the island, has
suffered largely from the connection between
1t and the home church having terminated.
The Baptist church in England—judging
from the size of congregations in Jamaica,
that foreign help was no longer needed—
withdrew their support, and the result is,
that the membership of the Baptist churches
in Jamaica was, last year, sixteen thousand
less than it was twenty-five years ago.—
The experience of missions in Jamaica is
teaching the important lesson to churches
in Britain and elsewhere, that when indivi-
duals are raised out of heathenism, and
formedinto christian congregations, patience
must he exercised towards them, and many
years must clapse before the responsibilities
of old and tricd congregations, in civilized
countries, can be put upon their shoulders.

An important institution connected with
the Presbyterian mission in Jamaica is that
of the week-day schools. The teachers are
cducated at Montego Bay Academy, and
must go through a course of four years’
study in English, Latin, Greek, and Mathe-
matics, before they are sllowed to take
charge of aschool. The examination of the
academy at Montego Bay takes place twice
avear. I was present at two of the exami-
nations, and witnessed, with much delight,
the progress that had been made by black
youths, who were qualifying themselves to
become instractors of the rising generation
in different parts of the island. Had any

one who regards the intellect of the negro
as inferior to that of the white man, been
present, his views wonld have undergone a
modification, for although there was a num-
ber of white boys in attendance, the sons of
merchants and others in Montego Bay, the
leading prizes for English Composition,
Map drawing, Latin, and Mathematics,weze
carried off by black and coloured youths.
The academy is taught with much efficiency
by the Rev. George B. Alexander, M. A.,
ap old fellow-student of my own,—apd I
need not say how delighted I was on coming
to Jamaica, to find one who had pursucd
the same course of study with mo in Scot-
land, holding an office of so much import-
ance. When a student, after completing
his four years’ courseat Montego Bay, takes
charge of a school, he receives a salary of
£30 stg. per annum from the Mission Board
in Scotland, the use of a dwelling house,
and as much as he can make by the fees.

My sphere of labour is Hampden, on the
north side of the island, about seven miles
from Falmoath, and sixteen miles from
Montego Bay. The congregation is the
oldest and largest connected with the Pres-
byterian depomination in the island. It
was formed by the Rev. George Blyth,
who, after labouring for twenty-five years
with great devotedness, found it necessary,
on account of his health, to return to Scot-
land. There are at present above six hun-
dred communicants, and the Sabbath at-
tendance in the course of the year is from
five hundred to seven or cight hundred,
according to the character of the weather
There are twenty-four Sabbath classes
conducted by an equal number of teachers,
and attended on an average by 240 scholars.
Conneeted with the congregation there are
now four week-day schools, which impart
instruction in the course of the year to not
fewer than 300 children.

My sphere of labour is extensive, and my
congregation may be said to comprise re-
presentatives of every class in Jamaica.
My Sabbath aundience embraces planters,
overseers, and ficld labourers, engineers,
carpentets, coopers, plumbers, and other
tradesmen, store-keepers and frechold set-
tlers. The subscriptions of members vary
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from .£6 sterling to two shillings per annum,
while many, from age and infirmity, are
unable to give anything for gospel ordi-
naoces.  With one or two exceptions, no
other cungregation has such a diversity of
class. All the congregations of the South-
ern Presbytery are made up exclusively of
free-holders, who own their own land and
live by the produce of their own labou:;
and these are developing a superior type of
character to what is found among the field
lab8urers.  From the size of my congrega-
tion and the varied occupations followed by
the people, I have ample opportunities of
judging of their social condition. The
charge of indolence, so frequently brought
against the negro population, may be, I re-
gret to say, preferred with truth against
many of them in Jamaica. In acountry so
fertile where perpetual summer reigos, and
in which a black man can earn a livelihood
so easily, it is sad to contemplate theamount
of poverty that prevails. Many of the ne-
groes, however, are industrious, and live in
stone houses of two stories with several
apartments in each.  There is, for example,
a black man in my congregation, who, with
his family, would be an honour to eny
church. By energy he has risen to a posi-
tion of respectability and comfort, and he
contributes one hundred dollars per annum
for the education of his son, a very promis-
ing youth, at Montego Bay Academy.—
Most of my clders are black men ; some of
them are men of considerable intelligence,
and all of them, so far as I know, act in
accordance with their christian profession ;
while several of them exhibit a devotedness
to the daties of their office which would
shame clders in countries that have longer
enjoyed the gospel than Jamaica. One of
them, who was converted under the minis-
try of the Rev. Mr. Blyth in the year 1850,
has ever since led a most exemplary life.
Ministers, who have been long in the coun-
try and have known h'm intimately, have
told me that they never kuew of a fault
being leid to his charge. I was very much
interested with the account which he gave
me onc dey of the change which the gospel
had wrought upon the moral condition of
Jamaica. He had been visiting with me in

a district of the congregation, and as we
were returning homewards, he spoke in the
following strain:—“1 can remember the
time when vice was universal in the island
and was nothing thought of, but now,
though it still prevails to a great extent,
Qeople are ashamed to practise it openly.
When I compare what the country now ig
with what it was in the days of slavery, 1
can only say, what has religion doue!”

As we rode along we came to the charch at

Hampden. Pointing to it he said, “I
remember betore that church was buile, a
few of us used to meet for prayer on Sab-
bath mornings among some bushes that
arew there. Had our master known what
we were ahout we wonld have beon whip-
ped.  And now to think how many hun-
dreds of people, respectably dressed, assem-
ble tliere c¢very Sabbath morning for the
worship of God.” The deep 1nterest which
this elder takes in the welfare of the congre-
gation, relieves me of a considerable amount
of anxiety. Next to the prosperity of the
church the comfort of the minister seemns to
be his principal object of study. Frequent-
1y when he thought I was labouring beyond
my strength, he has given me a gentle re-
monstrance to spare myself. Occasionally,
when he has seen me go out in the morning
to visitation and not return till the evening,
he has gone to Mrs. Downie, and told her
that she must watch minister, for heisa
new comer, and white people cannot stand
so much work here as in another climate,

It is now about a year since I settled at
Hampden, and I like my sphere of labour
very much. The manse 1s situated ona
rising ground, and commands a lovely view
over an extensive space of table land.  The
Rev. Hope Waddel, in lug work on Jamaica
thus speaks of the scene from the manse :—
The view from the Presbyterian manse at
Hampden is worthy of being remembered.
Tu the distance rise up long ranges of black
conical mountains, tier ahove tier, clothed
with forest. The intervening space 1s o
vast plain covered with luxuriant sugar-
cane fields, and dotted with sugar works,
cocoa-nut groves, and gigantic cotton-trees;
while in the fore-ground at the foot of the
hill, where the manse is erected, stands the
beautiful white stone church.

Did space permit, Imight give some ac-
count of the commercial condition and pros-
pects of Jamaica. For a number of years
business of every kind has been in a declim-
ing state, but there is one fuct, in the present
position of the island, on which the hupes
of returning prosperity may be based, and
that is, that while the imports ove largely
diminishing, the exports are as largery m-
crensing. In other words, the peuple are
living more on the produce of their own soil,
and depending less for supplies from other
countries. T‘ie following were the items
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of export in 1867:—30,000 hogsheads of
sugar; 19,000 puncheons of rum ; 5,500,000
Ibs. of cofiee; 6,593,000 Ibs. of pimento;
15,000 ewt. of ginger ; 85,000 1bs. of arrow-
root; 40,000 tons of dye-wood,~—altogether
valued at £879,000 stg.

I am not labouring without encourage-
ment. For the lact month or two the Sab-
bath collections have been larger than they
had been for several years. A few weeks
ago a collection was made for Foreign
Missions, wnich amounted to £14 stg., one
of the largest collections ever made at
Hampden.

I close this letter by exprassing the wish
that the blessing of Heaven may rest upon
all with whom I was associated in the Pres-
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces of
British North America; and that that
church, gradually lengthening her cords
and strengthening her stakes, may be a
praise and glory in those parts of the world
where her influence is felt.

I am, yours faithfully,
TroMAS DowNIE.

o the Editor of the Record.

The late intelligence from the foreign
mission field deserves the most serious con-
sideration of the whole Church. Mission
work is evidently iun a critical condition.
The missionarics are all sorely tried. The
heathen are hardened. The old enemy of
the Church is fortifying himself in ~his
strongholds, determined that he shall not
yield one inch of his territory. With as
good reason as Joshua prostrated himself
before the Lord after the defeat of Ai, may
our Church fall down upon her knees on
hearing these tidings. Nor is it difficult to
show that the fault lies mainly with our-
selves. The heart of the Church is not
thoroughly in the work. The spirit of the
early christians must be cherished if we cx-
peet to have their success in converting the
heathen. It is surcly a species of refined
mockery to send men out to the high places
of heathenism unless we remember them
carnestly in our daily prayers. In these
circumstances our first duty as a Church is
to humble ourselves for our sins by fasting
and prayer.  *This kind gocth not out hut
by prayer and fasting.” OQur Preshyteries
and Sessions should appoint seasons of fast-
ing and prayer in all our congregations for
confession of sins, and earnest supplication
before God on behalf of all who labour in
the work of the Lord. It isto be feared
manv regard our missionary work as a
question of money. Others again may
have heen too ready to glory in what was
done by our pioneer missionary, under the
blessing of God. The Lord is a jealous
God. For the sins of vain-glory and self-
conceit the Church must be lowly in deep

penitence before she can expect any great
success either in the home or foreign field.
Your correspondent knows a minister who
is ready to uiler his humble services to the
Forcign Mission Board as soon as the
Church feels more her responsibility, and
manifests greater earnestness in sustaining
the hands of her missionaries at the throne
of grace ; but who, in present circumstances,
does not consider it his duty to go. Wil
rou, the members and adherents of the
resbyterian Church of the Lower Pro-
vinces consider this?  You have only to
ask—ask in faith, nothing doubting. Will
you cast away any accursed thing that may
be in your hands and cause wrath against
the Lord’s hosts? Will you come as one
man to the help of the Lord 7 If you will
the day shall speedily be won, Shall we
take our ease while the ark and Isracl abide
in tents ? Shall we not share in the sor-
rows of our missionarics? Let the watch-
men on the walls of Zion lift their voice
and arouse the slumbering members of the
Church at home. Let true and undefiled
religion prosper amoung ourselves, and quick
as the electric spark the influence shall be
felt by our missionaries. One shall chase
a thousand then.  He that is feeble among
them shall be as David ; and very soou our
cars shall be gladdened with the news of
satan’s stronghold being scaled and Jesus
being glorified in the salvation of the be-
nighted heathen. FraTER.

*OTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE
MENTS, &c.

CoRRECTION.—In ourlast number we were
rivileged to publish extracts from a private
etter trom Mra. Geddie. One absurd mistake
occutred in printing the letter. The ladies
are represented as yoing about in their night
dresses instead of Lght dresses. For * 1 then
brought him honey”—read *1 then brought
him home.”

We are requested, by Rev. Mr. Alves, to
intimate that all monies received from sale of
his Lectures on first chapter of Ephesians,
should be remitted to J. & A. McMillan, St.
John, N. B, or paid to Rev. James Bennet,
at next meeting of Synod.

MISSIONARIES WANTED.

The Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres-
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces,
having been authorized by Synod to cngaf;e
the services of one or mnore Missionaries to the
New Hebrides, invite Ministers and Proba-
tioners to consider prayerfully the urgent call
for Evangelists in that dark and destitute
portion of the earth. .

A?plications or letters of inquiry addressed
to the Secretary will meet with immediate
By order of the Board,

P. G. McGRrEGoRr, Sec'y B.F. 3.

attention.
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EF=The Committee on the Supplementary
Scheme have decived to postpone further
action till after the meeting of Synod.

The Treasurer of the Presbyterian Minis-
ters’ Widows' and Orphans’ Fund, P.C.L.P.,
acknowledges receipt of the following sums:
12 months interest on 3400, to 28th

Apriloo oo $24 00

Intpcrcst accrued on Bank deposit. .. .
Interest paid on S1036 loaned until
13th August....ooiiveiiiiiniinn. 2315

. S102 10
Amounts formerly acknowledged. ..8210 95

Total amount reccived to date. ... 88313 05
HowARD PRIMROSE,
Treasurer P.3M.W. and O.F. P.C.L.P.
Picton, May 11, I868.

The Treasurer acknowledges receipt of the
following sums for the diffcrent Schemes of
the Church:—

HOME MISSION.

Collection from Prince St. Ch., Picton, 331 75
Member of Sharon Ch., Albion Mines, 4 00
Blue Mountain Congregation, per Rev.

D.B. Blair.. ..o.oiiiiiiiie 18 85
Barney’s River Cong., per Rev. D. B.

Blair...... ..o 50
Col. in Prinutive Ch., New Glasgow. 81 26}

Middle Stewiacke, per G. . Bates.. 36 20
Economy and Five Islands, per Rev.
J. McG. McKay:
Col. by Miss Susan Reid....S155
#  Mr. James Graham.. 170

. “ Daniel Hill...... 166%
“ “ John Hill....... 2 56
% Miss Eliza 111 ..... 515
“  Mr. Charles ill..... 187}
14 50

Female Miss. Assuciation, J. Ch.

New Glasgow.......... ... 2950
2nd Cong. of Maitland and Noucl..... 23 90
N. Cornwallis, per Rev. W. Maxwell. 10 00
A youthtul member of Central Church,

W.R., per Rev. J. Thomson. ..... 800

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Member of Sharon Ch., Allion Mines. 400
French River Congregation.......... 400
Blue Mountain Cong., per Rev. D. B.

Blair ..o e 1886

Blair ...oooiiiii i 350
Col. from Sharon Ch., Albion Miues. 30 80
Middle Stewiacke, per G. I1. Bates... 36 20
Economy and Five Islands, per Rev.
J. MeG. McKay:
Col. by Miss Susan Reid....S155
“  Mr. James Graham.. 170

“ ¢ Daniel Hill...... 166}

* MMiss Eliza Hill...... 515

 Mr.John Hill....... 2 56

“ ¢ Charles Hill...... 1873
— 1450

Lower Sclmah Miss. Society, per Rev.
Currie. oo vovuiiiinieiianaiaa,
Female Miss. Association, John Knox
Ch., N. Glasgow............... ..
A youthful member of Central Church,
V. R., per Rev. J. Thomson.....,

Y DAYSPRING.”

Member of Sharon Ch., Albion Mines.

Col. by Daniel G. G. Barclay, E. R..

* = John Milne Barclay.........

Sharon Ch., Albion Mines, per Rev. A.
J. Mowitt:

Col. by Miss II. J. McKay...$485

¢~ Agnes Turnbull. 216

“ Janet McKelvie 550

“ Jane Mitchell... 212

¢ Elizabeth G. Ross.... 358

¢ MariaJ. McKay...... 252

¢ Master J. D. McKenzie 327

200

— 2400
Barney’s River, per Rev. . B. Blair:
Col. by Donald Austin,..... 81124
“ " Thomas C. Blair.... 140}
¢ Isabella McKay..... 340
: “  Laggan S. S. Box... 147
-—— 740
S. Cornwalliy, per Rev. W. Forlung:
Col. by Master W. G. Forlong,56 92
‘e ¢ J. McKetterick 505
‘ d Albert Quin... 350
** Miss Mary J. Borden. 240

— 1787
Economy and Five Islands:
Col. by J. McG. McKay.....S34 38%
“ ~ Lounisa Fulton.......
*  Mary A. Dunning...

Children of St. John's Church, Yar-
mouth, per N. Hilton, Esq........
EDUCATION.

Member of Sharon Ch., Albion Mines 200
Hopewell Congregation, per Rev. J. .
McKinnon.. ................... 2800
Col. frowt J. Knox Ch., N. Glasgow.. 1121
CHINIQUY FUND.
A youthful member of Central Church,

9794

W. R, per Rev. J. Thomson......
INSTITUTION kOR DEAF AND DUMB.
Rev.D. ROYuuruiineneeanaraan ceen 400

CHINIQUY FUND.
West River Cong., per Rev. George
Roddick......iviiviiiiiiiiiats 1200

THE HOME AND FOREIGN -REGORB.

Tue Home AxD FoReiGN RECORD is
under the countrul of o Committee of Synod;
and is published at Halifax by Mr. JaMEs
BARNES.

TERMS.

Single copies, 60 cents (3s.) cach. Any one
remitting One Dollar will be entitled to &
single copy for two years.

Five copies and upwards, to one address,
50 cents (23. 6d.) per copy.

For every fen copies ordered to one address
an additional copy will be sent free.

These terms are so low that the Committes
must insist on the payment in advance.




