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QUEBEC.

1st March, 1888.
Ricnarp Burkk, Ship laborer, Quebec, sworn.

By Mr. KxrwiN :—

Q. -How long have you been working as a ship laborer in the Port of Quebec ?
A.—Since eighteen hundred and fifty-three.

Q.—Will you please tell the Commission the rate of wages you received for your
labor when first you commenced to work in this Port ? A.—When I started here
first in eighteen bundred and fifty-three I did not work on board ship. For a couple
of months I worked in a ship yard at eighty cents a day. Then I worked for one
dollar and fifty cents a day, on board ship for a iime. I then went away that fall to
Savannah and got the same wages there and shorter hours—two and a-half hours
shorter. That was in eighteen hundred and fifty-three on board ship. I came back
here to Quebec the next year—eighteen hundred and fifty-four. 1 fr'znmd the wages
were raised something higher then. They ranged from about four dollars to three
dollars and fifty cents am% two dollars per day according to the nature of the work.
I went to Savannah again that same year, in the fall of eighteen hundred and fifty-
four, and worked there that year aboard ship. I came back here in eighteen hundred
and fifty-five, and found wages down to one dollar and eighty cents a day, and
gentlemen we would work about eleven and a-balf hours for it.

. Q.~In those days when you got through with the work, did you have any
difficelty in receiving the wages due to you ? A.—-I have had only one case that I re-
member, when [ sued for my wages.

Q. —1In the Courts? A.—No; I sent a lawyer’s letter to the man I worked for
requesting him to pay the money, and I got the money through my lawyers, it was
two dollars a day.

Q.—Huve you ever heard of a case where ships left the Port of Quebec without
the men being paid ? A.—I have heard tell of such a case.

Q.—None of it came within your own personal knowledge ? A.—No.

Q.—In what year was the Quebec Ship Laborer's Benevolent Society chartered?
A.—In eighteen hundred and sixty-two.

Q.—How were you paid in those days? A.—We were paid by the hour.
1s)ou.'éetimes we got money on account and we got our arrears after the ship had left

ort.

Q.—How long aftor she went out? A —Sometimes two or three days.

Q.—In those days was there a surplus of labor in themarket ¥ A.—TI expect ther:
was. There was plenty of men to be got. Sometimes they were scarce, sometimes
they were lenty. It was according to the shipping.

Q.—Will you please tell the Commission about the accidents that happened in
those days, and the reasons for those accidents so happening ?  A.—Well, at the time
Weo started the Society, or that tho Society was started, there was an objection to it.

remember when T got back to Quebec, from the South, T tried to get up a Society,
ere, for the welfare and the benefit of the Ship Laborers of this Port; to bury them
“en they got killed or died, and to feed them when they got wounded or <ick. At
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that time, when a man died, we had to go around with a hat to bury him, for, gene
rally speaking, the family was so poor that they had not even the money to buy a
candle to wake him, or a coffin to bury him in. So we used to get up a subscription
list and go around, showing that he could not have any money left—in fact, that he
could not have & cent, and by this means we would raise sufficient to bury him. [
may say that things are very bad this winter. Many did not earn enough to keep
them all the winter, and had to go away. Others have remained. There is not a
living to be got here now.

Q.—And that was the ob’ect you had in starting the Society? A.—Yes.

Q.—You, being an old hand at the business, must be able to understand it ? A,
—Yes.

Q.—Can you give us an idea of how many dollars you carned in the seven
months—from May to November last season, this last year ? A.—I came in here last
February—about the fourth of February-—and [ stayed here until about the first of
October, and all I did, for the timc I was here, was thirty days’ work, at four dollars
a day.

By Mr. Waisa:—

Q.—Do I understand you to say that you only obtained thirty days’ work from
May to November ? A.—Yes.

Q.—That is one hundred and twenty dollars you received in one summer ?
A.—Yes.

Q.—And the summer before, how many days did you work ? A.—Thirty-four
days, '

Q.—At the same wages ? A.—Yes.

Q.—Can you give any reason to the Commission why work is so slack, when
you work only that number of days in that time? A.—The scarcity of the ships
coming here. I know that [ was at Savannah and worked eighty-six days, at six
dollars a day, before this. This winter I did not work so much.

By Mr. Carson:—

Q.—Was the time that you were employed here during the number of months
that you have mentioned? Was that about the ordinary amount of work that any
other man did, were he then situated the same as you were, in the business of ship
loading ?  A.—In our business ?

Q.—Yes, in your business. A.—Soume did more, some less.

Q.—The reason why I ask you the question is that they received three dollars a
day, which is eighteen dollars a weck ? A.—Yes.

Q.—So that, although their wages were high, they did not receive much money ?
A.—Noj; that is all that I got. Some work for more and some less.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—ITow were you paid in those days—what currency ? A.—We were paid in
thoee days all cash.

By Mr. Fregp :—

Q.-—What do you actually receive at present for one hour? A.—We receive
fifty cents an hour for work in the hold, down in tho bottom of the ship.

Q.—If you are working on the dock or on the wharf, how much do you receive?
A.—Thirtyseven and a half cents an hour.

Q.—When you are loading a ship, how many hours additional are you at work?
A.—The day's work is eight hours,

Q.— Do you quit after tho eight hours? A.—Sometimes; but if they want us to
vork an hour or two overtime, we do no.

Q.—ZEight hours is your day ? A.—Yes.
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—_—

Q.—Then, there are more men in Quebec at your work thaun there is work for ?
~—Sometimes, not always.

By Mr. WaLse :(—

. Q—From the time of the formation of your society, in eighteen hundred and
Slln)’-tWo, did the average go about as you speak-at the present time, or were they
? Nearly alike, before eighteen hundred and sixty-one? A.—They averaged more

han they do now. There was more trade, and the ships got better freight, and there
Were more ships cowning into the port.

.—Do you know of any reason for the falling off in ships coming here and dis-
ch’."rglng here? A.—I could not say what was the cause, but the trade mostly, is
80Ing out of the port of Quebec.

s Q—After eighteen hundred and sixty-one? A.—I believe there were thirty-
even, to the best of my information.
Q.—What kind of freight was it? A.—Mostly lumber.
A Q.—Are there less lumber ships going from Quebec now then there used to be ?
L could not say—but I know that the work is getting slacker all over.

By Mr. Heag®s :—

w _Q.-—_Is there any difference in the amount of work done now from what there

88 1n eighteen hundred and sixty-two? A.—Oh, yes; the ships are loaded quicker.
Q.—Therefore, the work must be harder ? A.—Yes.

m, ~—And they loaded quicker because there was better machinery, or rather more
®n were employed? A.—I know the men seem to work harder and load ships

Quicker in the shorter hours than they did in the long ones.

fo Q.—Is there anything else with regard to this matter, before the society was
"med you wish to say ? A.—No.

A

—————

Parrick MuLrix, Quebec, Ship Labourer, sworn.

By Mr. Kgpwin :—

Q.—You have heard the evidence of Mr. Richard Barke? A.—Yes.
Q—Do you substantiate any part or the whole of that statement? A.—The
Whole of jt,
m Q.—1Ts there anything new that you would wish to add in connection with this
Oﬂétter? A.—Nothing that has not {een touched upon. I know the reason that we
§ix the Society up, was on account of the long hours. Then, we went to work at
breo clock in the morning, and knocked off at eight o’clock for half an hour to get
inakf%t- Then we knocked off again at twelve for three quarters of an hour for
nigﬁ:l‘, aud after that we continued working till six o’clock. when we left off for the

Q—~You had no special hours had you? A.—No; they seemed to take us off
on whenever they wanted us.

By My, Heaxes :—

Q—Do the men work in gangs? A.—Yes; twenty-nine for a large ship.
Q.—Are they employed by the Stevedore? A.—VYes.
the § ~—Do they work for so much a ton, or so much a day? A.—They work for
the S}t’k}vedore at 8o much a day. The Stevedore undertakes the work at so much

IP; sometimes they work for so much the tons, and sometimes by the day.

By Mr. WavLsa:—

Thel_Q‘.‘What are the other kinds of freight you handle besides lumber? A.—
: © 18 very little freight I handle hesides lumber.

and
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Q.—I suppose you load deals by the Standard? A.—Yes.

Q.—Is tho lumber trade of Quebec falling off now? A.—Yes; I believe it is, to
a certain extent. There are notso many timber ships coming here as theie used to be.

Q.—Can you give any reason for this; is lumber becoming scarce, or what is the
reason? A.—The reason, I think, is they do not want the material. If they want-
ed it I suppose they would get it any hazard or cost. That is my opinion. I do not
know exactly.

Q.—You say that you load vessels quicker now than in years gone by. Do you
know from the returns, whether more lumber leaves this Port than there used to
be. Admitting that the men work as hard and as quickly as the other witness has
said, is there more lumber shipped from Quebec now than there used to be? A.-—-I
do not know, I don’t think there is.

By Mr. FrErD.

Q.—Has the number of ship labourers at Quebec inoreased or diminished of late
years? A.—They have diminished.

Q.—Is that due to the fact that there is not sufficient work for them? A.—I
suppose 8o.

Q.—What other industry have the men taken to? A.~—No other work of any
kind. That is for ship laborers.

Q.—Is there no other freight here except lumber ? A.—There is. There is

rain.

8 Q.—And do ship luborers handle that ? A.—Yes.

Q.—Is there more grain coming here than formerly ? A.—I do not think so.

By Mr. ARMBTRONG :—

Q.—Before your society was formed previous to 1862, did you always get your
wages in full? A.—No; I did not.

Q.—Do you know any reason why you did not ? A.—I could not tell you. I
know that one ship went away with fifteen dollars of mine. I can tell you that.

Q.—Have you lost anything since your union was formed ? A.——No.

By the CHAIRMAN -—

Q.—What were the hours of labor fixed by 'your society? A.—Forty-cight
hours per week, eight hours per day.

Q.—What is the price per day? A.—Three and four dollars.

Q.—You make a distinction between some men and others ? A.—For skilled
labor we do. There is a distinction between working in the hold and working on
the wharf. In general work, for a certain class of work the men are paid three
dollars, and for another class of work four dollars, but we do not make a dollar a day
all the year round by it, nor anything like it.

Q.—How many days did you work, yourself, during the last year? A.—I am
at present acting as watchman at the new emigrant sheds, I watch there at night.
During the last season, that is to say last year, I did not work on board ship at all.

.

Riorarp R. Leaney, Quebec, Ship Laborer, sworn :
By Mr. KERWIN :—

Q—You are President of Number One Section of the Quebec Ship Laborers’
Benevolent Society ? A.—Yes.

Q.—Please tell us about how many men belong to that Society, not in the city
of Quebec only, but also in the outskirts? How many at present are members of
the Society ? A.—About two thousand. The society is divided into five sections.
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Q.—Please tell us what these sections are ? A.—There are five sections—one in
the city of Quebec; one at St. Romuald; one at Point Levis; one at Indian Cove;
and one at St. Roch.

Q.—In each of these seciions, they have got their own officers ? A.—Yes,

Q.—Will you please tell the Commission some of the benefits derived by the
Wembers of this society from the society ? A.—When » member is hurt or disabled,

6 receives the sum of six dollars a week for thirteen weeks; and after that it is op-
tional with the society to give him a further grant. If he is seriously hurt, as a rule,
@ receives a grant. We also bury the dead, and such funeral costs—between funer-
8l expenses and an allowance of twenty dollars to the widow—Dbetween fifty and fifty-
Ve dollars. This tweunty dollars is paid to the widow or the relatives of the deccas-
after the funeral—after all expenses are paid.

By Mr. Freep :(—

Q.—That is given whether the man dies uf disease or otherwise ? A.—Yes.
Q.—Suppose he dies outside the city of Quebec ? A.—In that case, we pay the
‘:llffzunt over in full to his relatives or friends. We do not superintend the funeral in
at case.
Q.—At the end of the shipping season in days gone by, was itinvariably the rule
% give away a certain amount of the funds to deserving members ? A.—OQOh, yes;
We used to have lots of petitions sent in. These were considered, and where the ap-
Plicants were deserving—which was in the great majority of the cases—we gave
them twenty dollars apiece. Some could not find employment, and were in great
18tress, s0 we did tho best we could with the amount at our disposal. We gave them
twenty dollars apiece—the deserving ones. If they were not deserving, we would
Dot give it to them.

By Mr. WaLsu :—

Q.—Your society has no reference to anything else. It is a mere benefit society ?
CAI-*N o, 8ir ; it is nothing more than a society for the protection of the labouring

asses,

Q.—What are the rates of wages named by the society ? A.—Three and four
dollars aday according to the different grades of work.

Q;—Please explain the difference—who receives the four dollars ? A.—The
Mmolders and swingers as they are called. The swingers bring the timber from the raft
to the port of the ship and the molders stow the timber in the hold. and they receive
f:O\lr dollars a day ; their work is very dangerous work ; I might say they have to

walk on the water.”” The winchers receive three dollars a day, and the boys for
ooking on the timber receive two dollars a day.

By Mr. HEaRES :—

Q.—Three dollars a day for all classes of freight ? A.—VYes.
Q.—And the same for grain and for coal ? A.—Yes ; three dollars a day.
. Q.—How long are the men required to remain in the hold ? A.—Well I d» not
think we had more than one grain vessel this last summer.
Q.—Do you know of men being delayed in trimming grain ? A.—Well it is not
A customary thing to trim grain in this port, and I do not know how long they re-
main down, but no fixed time.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Queb%é-(;Th'eret}i,s only a (%ay A<:n' frv;o tI' squose when men are trimming grain in
uring the summer —That is all.

By Mr. ARMBTRONG :—
Q.—There is an impression gone over the country that members of the Quebec
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Ship Labourers Society do not work where steam is used, and that they are unable to
compete with steam ? A —Yes.

Q.—Please explain why steam is not used, andin what cases ? A.—Steam isnot
used in the Port of Quebec on account of the danger of the work in stowing timber in
the hold of a ship and the men distinctly refused to work, it was too dangerous. It
endangered the lives of the men so they objected to allow timber to be put into the
hold by steam.

By Mr WavLsH :—

Q.—That is, its too dangerous to haul it in by steam ? A.—Yes; with the except-
ion of that, steam is used for everything else. In all other cargoes they can use
steam—on everything with the exception of timbcr.

Q.—You think it is not safe to take timber in by steam, you think putting it in by
hand is more regular ? A.—Yes; it is safer.

Q.—Have you a copy of your by-laws? A.—I have only got one for myself—
perhaps Mr. Kerwin the Commissioner who is present has one.

By MR. ARMBTRONG :-—

Q.—Is stowing away timber severe work? A.—They work eight hours and
consider that enough.

Q.—Do you consider eight hours a good day’s work ? A.—I do in Quebec. They
naturally feel exhausted after such severe work as that is. I have not worked at it
myself, but I have been brought up in Quebec ever since I was a little child, and I
know all about it. It requires experienced men. I know a man, and a good man
too, who after working on board one of these vessels last summer met me on the
streets. 1 commenced to speak to him and I never thought that man would get
home from there, he was so tired he did not want to talk to me, but wanted to get
home and go to bed.

Q.—Does a man in the hold get the same wages as a man on the water ? A.—
Yes; the same wages.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q—You stated what the benefit society gave, would they (the laborers) pay
over twenty-five cents a month when they get three and four dollars a day? A.—
A.—No; the same.

By Mr. KERWIN :—

Q—How many bave received sick bencfits from the society this last year?
A,—This summer we havo had forty disabled.

Q.—This last summer ? A.—Yes; and fifty the summer before. I did not take
the average the summer previous, but this last summer the average to each disabled
member was twenty-two dollars and seventy-five cents as near as I can remember.

By Mr. WaLss :—

Q.—And this allowance was given to men suffering mostly from accidents or
natural sickness? A.—All accidents. We do not call natural sickness being
disabled. There were forty disabled this season, and fifty the season before.

By Mr. KERwWIN :—

Q—How many months do they pay a subscription to the society ? A.—They
pay twenty-five cents a month for seven months in the year.

By Mr. FrReED :—
Q.—In the loading of vessels, if the loading is not completed at the end of a day
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_—
T

nd the merchants require her to be completed, how do you manage it? A.—The
8ame gang continues on or a new gang is engaged.
. Q—Do the mon sometimes refuse to work longer than eight hours ? A.—Some-
tmmﬂf they do.
th Q.—Is there any regulation of the society authorizing them to work longer
40 eight hours? A.—Lt1is optional, but you can have another gang.

By Mr. Warsn:—
t Q.—Are they paid in proportion, or do they get extra? A.—They get extra
e, that is, time and a half for night work.

Q.—After five in the evening ? A.—VYes.
Q.—Anything after that is time and a half? A.—Yes.

By Mr. KerwiN :—

Q.—About the payment of your wages, do you ever have any difficulty now in
Teceiving your money # A.—No; I never have.

Q.—How often do you get paid ? A.—Every wook.
Q.—Supposing a man is working at a ship, and is not consigned to any particular
office, where would he got pnid? A.—He would get paid on board the ship.

Q.—At the end of the day? A.—On the Saturday evening, or the termination
of the loading of the ship.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG i—
YQ-—Do you prefer weekly payments to fortnightly or monthly payments ? A.
— os,

3

By Mr. KerwiIN : —

to Q.—Can you tell us how many dollars have been voted, or paid by the Society,
Mmembers last year ?  A.—I could not answer that question.

By Mr. WaLss:—
Q.—These members, to whom you gave relief, were members who were sick or

In digtregs ? A.—Yes.

Q.—Taken as a whole, do you think this organization a benefit to the men on-
R4ged in it? A.—I certainly do.

By Mr. ArMsTRONG : —

Q.—Did you put in an average season’s work last year ? A.—Yes.
Wh Q.—You' need not answer the question [am about to put to you unless you like,
8t would your wages amount to per week, if spread over the whole twelve months ?
~I will give you the total, and you can spread it over yourself. Idid twenty-

1°Ven weeks' work in the seven months of summer, and, during that time, I made two
ﬁ&ndl‘ed and forty-five dollars and twenty-seven cents. I made from one dollar and

Y cents per week to eighteen dollars and eighty-three cents per week.

—Do you know anything about the wages paid to 'Longshoremen in other
thir ~—Yes. Iknow in Portland, Maine, and Boston, Massachusetts, it was
herey and thirty-five cents an hour, and we did not work as hard there as we do

ten Q—Do you work the same number of hours there as here? A.—No; we work
hom-lsloumha day there, und some days we did not work more than one and a half
Perhaps.
—Y. —Then your wages here for eight hours is more than the wages there ? A.
the :ﬂ’ but we veceived thirty to thirty-five cents an hour, and if we worked over
¢ hours we got more.
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Q.—But here you get thirty-seven and a half cents an hour ? A.—Yes, but here
we work harder than we do there,

Q.—From your own knowledge do the men work longer time and have more
regnlar hours and more steady employment there, than they do in the port of
Quebec 7 A.—Yes, they have more work—steadier work—in Portland in winter.

By Mr. KErRWIN (—

Q.—Do you do much Sunday work here in the summer season? A.—Yes, con-
siderable Sunday work. I know I had very few Sundays to myself last year.

Q.—What 1s the reason for there being so much Sunday work, in your opinion ?
A.—I suppose they are always anxious to get the ships away to save time and
expense. Of course you know there is a tide here and frequently ships are anxious
to save a tide.

By Mr. WaLsa:—

Q.—They wish to get them off ? A.—Yes.

Q.—Could they not get them off late on Saturday ? A.—Well, I suppose they
consider that we work better by daylight.

Q.—Is there any Sunday work on board these vessels that could be avoided ? A.
—1I do not see how it can be avoided. In fact that is the only work I see done here
on Sunday.

By Mr. HeakEs :(—

Q.—Is a man’s pay greater for work on Sunday ? A.—Yes, we claim two days
for one.

By Mr. ARMSTRONGY :—

Q.—Do you receive any wages for the time you are kept waiting for work ? A.
—No.

Q.—Do you think you should be paid for the time ro lost ? A.—I do, I think
they should give us something for waiting, s we cannot take any other work while
we are under their orders.

Q.—You have got to be there? You are notified to be there? A.—Yes; we
have got to be there or else they would get some one else to take our places.

By Mr. WaLsa:—

Q.—And if the work is not ready at the time? A.—Well, we have to wait
until it is ready.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—You are not allowed anything for waiting an hour or so after the hour it
was stated the work would be ready for you when you were engaged to do it ? A.—
No; and there is nothing unusnal in our having to do so.

Q.—Do the men seem anxious to work on Sunday on account of the extra pay ?
A.—No; as a rule, the men do not want to work on Sundays—I know this to be a
fact, for I heard them so express themselves.

By Mr. Heakes :—

~ Q.—Do the vessels furnish the gear for unloading, or do the stevedores furnish
it? A.—Well, in some cason the stevedore furnishes it ; and in other cases the ships
do so,

Q.—When the stevedore furnishes this gear, is it in good order ? A.—I am
not in a position to answer that questionui do not think it is; but I have not
had much experience. T would not like to answer.
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Q.—Do you know of any accident on board ship by the use of old or worn gear ?
A.—T bolieve there was one the year before last ; where they went to law about ‘it,
:}rl\d Where a man named Suvage was killed; wherethe party won the case, because of

& defective gearing.
By Mr. WavrsH :—

Q.—Wus the gear found by the stevedore, or by the steamshig company in that
Case? A.—I would not be positive. The widow got one thousand dollars.

By Mr. HeakEs: —
Q.—Has anybody received injuries on fand ? A.—Not that 1 know of.

By Mr. ArMsTRONG i~

Q.—Is thero any pecuniary object in the stevedore having defective gear on
hand ? A.—I do not think so. -

By Mr. Warnse: —

Q.—Have you ever been a stevedore ? A.—No ; I have never been a stevedore
—but 1 have done ditferent kindx of work on board of ships,
. Q—Are they all considered competent workmen—the stevedores ? A.—In my
Opinion, they are not.
Q.—If they do not know good gear from bad gear, might not an accident occur ?
~—That would be left to their own discretion.
~—Well, if they do not know how 1o rig a “purchase,” for instance ¥ A.—
That would not be the men’s business ; that would be the stevedore’s business.
Q.—That is mostly left to the Stevedore ? A.—Yes; that is the man I refer to.

By Mr. Fregp :(—
Wm'kQ'qDo you get paid for the time spent in puatting up rigging and preparing for

~When actually at work and preparing machinery for loading ? A.—In some
™3, 1 believe they do; and others they do not.

By Mr. WaLsH :—

coi Q.—1Is there not a rule that after you get on board and start work, you must re-
°IVe pay for your time ?  A.—Woell, ‘they will tell you thut you did not start work
Intil such a time ; and it you find fault with them, they will not employ you again.

———

Parrior FivzgeraLp, Quebee, Ship Laborer, sworn.
By Mr. KerwiN :—

Q—~You have done a great deal of work in the holds of ships ? A.—Yes.
th 9~-W§ll vou please tell the Commission how ships are generally loaded—how
a‘: timber is taken into the ships, and the dunger and risk ran in stowing that timber
c ay ? A.—Well, I have now been twenty-four years working on board ships. I
OMmmenced in 1864.
ated( ~In what year was the Quebec Ship Laborers’ Benevolent Society incorpor-
shi ! A.—In1862. The men got no regular rate of wages before that, and the
w P8 could use steam or anything else in taking timber on board vessels. We then
orked ten hours a day on board sbips.
and ((;2*.) ust describe how the timber was hauled on board aud stowed in the ship,
aw 6scribe the dangers and risks run in bringing it to the ship and stowing it
87 in the hold ? ~A.—Woell, gentlemen, I will explain it to you as well as I can
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I do not know that T can make myself understood by you, but I will do the best I
can. To begin then, perbhaps, it will make it shorter, to explain to you, that by the
rules of the Quebec Ship Laborers’ Benevolent Society, timber ships are classed
differently, accordingly to the numbes of their ports. By these rules a four ported
vessel of six hundred tons and over, calls for eighteon winchers, seven holders, two
swingers, and two boys on the stage to hook on. Vessels under six hundred tons
have four L)orts classed for twelve winchers, five holders, two swingers, and two
stagers. Ships with three ports call for a erew the same as for our ported vessels
under six hundred tons, no matter what her tonnage might he. Single ported
vessels, no matter of what tonnage, require nine winchers, five holders, one swinger
and one stager. The necessity for these rules or regulations will be appreciated by
anybgentlemen on this Commission acquainted with the loading or handling of heavy
timber.

Q. —Now come to the loading ? Hxplain how the timber is put on board ? A.—
I will come to the loading. First of all the timber is hove up from the water by a
wincher placed on the forecastle head of the port, then it is hooked on by & man in
the port by means of a pair of “dogs” and attached to the rope which leads from
the main winch, and is hove into the ship. After being dvopped into the hold by
the main winch, which is placed in the 'tween decks, immediately abaft the main
hatch, it is then hooked on to the winch which is placed in the mizzen of the ship
and hove in its berth, when it is stowed away by the holders. The holders are the
men who work in the hold. The swingers are the men who work on the timber in
the river, and they navigate it from the raft to the port of the vessel, to be hove up
from the water by the winch placed on the forcastle head (or in case of stern ports,
on the stern), as I have already described. The stagers are boys who hook it on at
the port to the ¢ topping-up ” winch.

Q.—Is this work very dangerous to the lives of the men engaged in it? A.—
The work in the hold of a timber ship is always dangerous, but particularly so should
steam be used. For instance a piece of timber running in and out of the port may
“butt ” some or the timber already stowed in the ship, and drive it aft on to the
ballast, where, gonerally, a man or two are employed stowing ballast away to the
butts of timber already in. This man, or these men, as the case may be, run great
risk of having their feet or hands jammed or smashed. 1f you were here during the
geason of navigation, all this could be far better understood hy seeing practically the
loading of a timber ship, than by any exg‘lanation I can give. It is very difficult to
explain so as to be understood. 1 was about to eay I have known instances where
accidents have happened in this way to men in the holds of timber ships. One man
that I knew got his hand and foot smashed, anid had to leave off work altogether
through an accident of this sort. Accidents will rometimes occur on a timber ship
in spite of every precaution that 4 man can think of. A piece of timber ranning iun
by the port sometimes runs in very quickly and unexpectedly and one of the holders
must of necessity always catch the winch rope in order to clear it from the winch
rope of the piece of timber—the piece of timber in such 2 case running in much
faster than the rope is taken up by the winch. Many a time a man not being quick
enough in getting out of the way has becn caught by the piece of timber and jammed
by it and badly maimed, sometimes killed. He is not alwuys able to get out of the
way. Then again if there is any old timber of any sort knocking around the ship
forward, a piecc of timber may strike some of this lumber, and cause it to fly in all
directions around the hold and strike some of the holders. I have known & case
where one man got struck in the forehead with a piece of lumber. He was laid out
senseless, and had to be carried ashore. The port of a ship is also a very dangerous

lace for taking in the timber. T have known a case where a crowbar used for
Eandling the timber when shoving it and stowing it, was knocked out of the muan’s
hands by a piece of timber and split his jaw open, and of course he Lad to *“ knock
off” work and lay up. Another case of an accident that came under my notice in
the port of a ship, was where a piece of timber had become jammed in the sill of the
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Port when the piece cleared the sill—a hard strain being on the winch rope inside
the lﬂllp.——the piece jammed in, and caught a young man’s head between the “butt”
of the piece and the beam of the ship, killing him instantly.

By Mr. WavLss :—

Q—You think there i« danger in loading with a steam winch? A.—Yes, sir;
T certainly do,

Q.—The wages are then four dollars a day for holders and the same for swingers ?
A-—-Yes; and winchers three dollars a day. I may say that the holder has to be
very expert with the crow-bar, and he has to be always on the look out for accidents

Or his position is a very dangerous one. I have known men who have heen eighteen
{ears employed as winchers and they could not be induced to work with the crow-

ar on account of the danger, and I beliove this is the reason why so few take up
Wwith the business now. As regards holders and winchers it is far more dangerous
1n the hold of a ship, than working at the winch, as I have already informed you.

Q—Then the danger is less to the men if the timber is put in by hand winch
than by steam-winch ? A.—Yes; it is bad enough when you are working with the
hand-winch, but it is far worse when you are loading in by steam-winch. That is
Why we do not use steam because it is 50 dangerous, and another thing I believe you
¢an work quicker by hand power. You can handle it go much better.

By Mr. Kgrwin :—

. Q—Do all nationalities work together or are they divided in the hold of a
timber thip? A.—They are divided. Work is such in Quebec, gentlemen, that
éven the division of race is brought into the question. In commencing a ship, the
Dumber of men to work her, according to the by-laws, should be half English and
haif French speaking, consequently the stevedore with an eye to his own pocket,
P'aces one nationality on the starboard side of the ship and the other nationality on
the port side—the French speaking on the one side and the English speaking on the
Other side, and from the time the work starts until it is finished, it is a race between
h natonalities to see who shall finish their side first. The consequence is, the
’ﬁ“’“ In Quebec do a terribly bard day's work all through, the stevedore knowing that
: ny d1v1ding nationalities the men will work all the harder, and so hard do they work
b l,Ol‘der to compete with one another and to keep the ship trimmed, that I do not -
® '6ve at the present rate of working they could possibly work more than eight
tl‘l’“l‘s 'n a day, and in that time a Quebec ship laborer does as much and more than
ey do in any other port in ten hours.

By Mr, FrEkD :—

A Q.—If he was able to do move than eight hours work would he be allowed to ?
~—If he was able to do more than e.ght hours work he would be allowed to do it.

By Mr. ARMsTRONG :—

Q.—Is it then customary with the stevedores to divide men by nationalities so

%';:0 get more out of them? A.—I do not know of any other reason. It has not
D otherwise for the last ten years.

By Mr, Frgep :—

ai dQO“-What wages were you paid in eighteen hundred and sixty-four ? A.—I was
Paid one dollar a day in eighteen hundred and sixty-four.
ves Q—How long was that before the rise took place? A.—I think about two
Sixtr;‘fo The rate of wages was increased about two years after eighteen hundred and

—aboy tu:‘h:l?t would be eighteen hnndrled and sixty-six to the best of my opinion
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By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Iave you ever known of an accident caused by raising a big load with defec-
tive gearing? A.—Yes; I have known several. 1n taking om a deck load a man’s
security from danger depends upon the safety of the gear putup. A deck load is now
taken on generally over the side—over the bow of the forecastle head. The gear on one
gide is hung from the main yard and on the other side from the main topsail yard. I
have known a case where a piece of timber was hove out of the water as high as the
rail of the ship when the rope broke. The piece of timber fell back into the water,
and in falling dropped on to a young man who was hooking on, and killed him instant-
ly. I have been on several ships where the gear broke and have seen many accidents,
and had many narrow escapes but, thank God, I was always fortunate enough to escape,
There is danger all the time with regard to gear and, as a gencral thing, captains and
stevedores and merchants will take all the work they can get out of the gear, and it
is my opinion that they will not give up the practice of using inefficient gear, until
geur is regularly inspected.

By Mr. WaLsa:—

Q.—Is it not the duty of the foreman to see that the geuar is in proper order ?
A —1 never saw gear inspected except last full, and then the Stevedores replaced two
links by a new one. That is the only inspection that I know of on record.

Q.—Do you think if there was a proper inspection of the gear, accidents would
be less frequent than they are now? A.—Yes; I think so, They take all they can
out ot the gear now. If this gear was thoroughly inspected, men would not meet
with the accidents they do.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Is the same gear used on vessels here in Quebec that is used on board vessels
in England ? A.—Well, itis this way. Sometimes the Stevedores may furnish the
ropes, and at other times it is to be found in the hold all ready.

By Mr. WaLsH :—

Q.—Do you load deals here? A.—Yes; und we take them in by hand as a gene-
ral thing, one at a time.

Q.—In Montreal they sling them in? A.—Yes; in Montreal they sling them
in ten at a time, so0 1 believe.

Q.—Is that a hetter way ? A.—The general way of handling deals in Quebec is
to discharge them from the lighter into the ship by passing them in one at a time.
From my experience [ consider that the handling of deals by hand is far quicker
than by steam. At this work there are four stowers, the others carry them. They
do not stow them any quicker at the present timo by steam than by hand. There is
another good reason, if carried and stowed by hand the deals are not broken, where-
as when handled by steam they are split and also broken.

Q.—I believe you have worked in other ports at timber stowing ? A.—Yes; I
have.

Q.—Where ? A.—At Pensacola, and at Portland.

Q.—What is the rate of wages there ? A.—The rate of wages there was $5 a
day; and we were found on board of ship with our breakfast and dinner. And if
therc was a rush we were paid $6 a day.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Do you not think that 84 a day in our healthy climate is better than $6 a
day in Pensacola, with the prospect of catching yellow fever ? A.—I was always
healthy enough wherever I have been. It depende a good deal upon how a man takes
care of himself. .
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By Mr. Heargs:—
@—That was pitch pine you loaded at Pensacola ? A.—Yes.
By Mr. Freep :—

Q.—Was the timber harder to work there than in Quebec? A.—No. That is
™Y experience. It is far harder work in Quebec.
. . ¢—You could not work so hard there on account of the heat ? A.—I have seen
It just ag Lot here. I have seen men work very hard here in Augqst, 'thh only their
draweps ou, swinging timber, and working at the winch; and working in the hold. We
A€ 00t of the kind of men that they have in Montreal, that work for a day or two,
untijl they get moneyv for drink, and then knock off work. We do not do that. We
Work hard, so as to get our turn at the next job—as every man knows. )

Q.—And the reason why you object so strongly to the use of steam inside a ship

i . - . . " M ?
18.0n account of the great danger and risk you run of being injured for life, orkilled ?
“—Yes.

By Mr. ArystrRoNG :—

. Q—Would you please explain what is a_“trunk way ” on a timber ship ? A.—
Ttis o narrow space {)-etween the tiers of timber for the men to work in. )
. Q—Would you consider it sate to work in a trunk way in front of a piece of
timber being hauled in by steam? A.—No; | would rather go to gaol first—to plain-
Y eXpress myself. 1 would not go before a piece of timber hove%y s'xteam at all, in
3 trunk way knowing that my life would Le in danger. I may explain that the run-
Mng gear, op tackle, has got to go ahead of the piece, and & man in the trunk way
has got 1 £o ahead of the piece and keep the gear free. Now, in stowing by hand
Winch, which makes no noise o speak of, if a man finds himself in a tight place, he
Cries out, and his voice is heard at once by the winchers, and the piece is stopped im-
Mediately. Whereas, on a ship where fimber is hove by steam, the man has got to
shout tq hig partner, and his partner has to run to the man at the bell, _and thg man
&% the bell hag to ril’\g to the engineer, and the engineer stops the engine, while all
o118 being done although it may be donc very quickly, the piece has travelled
twelve op fourteen feet, and perhaps killed the poor man in the trunk way. That is
© Teason why steam is objected to in Quebec. . o
A :‘%'“"In Pensacola did you not get paid from the time you commenced lv;vm ]
e very 1noment ; a man was paid from the moment he commenced a job unti
he finigheq it T was paid five dollars a day, and as soon as I would £o to the Stevedore
Would get my money. With regard to the time lost by us in waiting, after being
ehgaged, in the Port of Quebec, it is something distressing. 1t sometimes takes all
2ur time, T know last season you might go to Sillery, which is three or four miles
from here, or New Liverpool, which is seven or eight iniles from here, or Indian
OVe, which is four or five miles ; it costs ten cents to go to any of those Qlaces, and
ten centy to come back. You may stop all that time there until one o’clock, and
gVen as late as three o'clock, waiting to begin work, and then you may be told by the
teved'm.e that you can do nothing that day, as no deals or timber had come, up to
that time, | ave spent three weeks in this way in making five days work, and
not I8 trips to Sillery Cove, Indian Cove, Liverpool, and one trip to Cape Rouge,
Ot only on one occasion, but on several oceasions.

By Mr. ArmstroNG :—

Q—

Do I understand you to say that you had to go about in this way for several
Weoks, three weeks to maly;e up ﬁvg’ days gvork ? A—Yes.
er moge <Y 00 Were only paid for the five days work ? A.—Yes; and not a cop-
Si more.  You are only paid for the time you work. I have been in Liverpool for
mx days to load a ghi , and I might be going there every day for.thre'e weeks or
ore t‘iSWOI'k, and onFy make three, four, five or six days, whatever it might be.
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By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Cannct you work any where else in the same time? A.—No; because 2
man is supposed to go on board every morning, and if he is not there they will get
someone else in his place. You are bound to be there.

Q.--You are obliged to put in an appearance, whether you work or not? A.—
Yes.

Q.—TPrevious to the formation of the society did you ever work on board a ship
and not get paid ¢ A.—The society was organized in eighteen hundred and sixty-
two, and I commenced in cightoen hundred and sixty-four. 1 think T lost three or
four dollars before that. 1 have been hanging around a stevedore’s house waiting for
my turn to go and get paid, and, as a general thing, would have to wait outside.
There was no inside business at all about it, and you would have to wait there ex-
pecting your one dollar and a half or two dollars, or a dollar and a quarter, and be
paid off like that.

By Mr. WaLsn :—

Q.—As a general rule do stevedores working at a ship find the gear? A.—
Well as far as my knowledge goes, if the contract is for the company to find the
gear, they find it; but if the stevedore takes it for so much the ship, he finds all the
gear.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—From your knowledge of the business of the (Port of Quebec, do you think it
fossible to do away with the I)OSitiOH of stevedore, and take the men in turn ? A.—
do not think it possible at all, Somebody would have to be boss.

Q.—Could not men of experience take it in turn ? A .—Well the timber has to
be marked outside ready for the swinger and the work has to be superintended by
some one, but I may say that this nationality question is so run that | think the ste-
vedore would not be required in any case to see that the men did their work. They
work so hard that they do not require superintending. Instead of the stevedore
running the men, the men run the stevedore.

Q.—It is not a fact that Quebec men go to other ports and are considered first
class workmen? A.—I know my experience is, that Quebeckers excel at timber,
and there is no mistake about that,

Q.—Can you tell us if in the United States Quebeckers ave sought after and pre-
ferred ? A.—Yes ; there is no difficulty in getting a job.

Q.—A man to work in the hold of a ship stowing timber, or to swing timber,
must be brought up to it, must he not? A.—Yes. Well. I never knew a man to
go into the hold of a timber ship unless he was brought up to it, and I know at the
winch, they are skilled labourers, and as far as swinging timber is concerned if a man
does not learn to swing timber as a boy, he will not as a man. I never kngw him to
practice the business as a man, if he had not been brought up to it.

GEo. MULROONEY, of Quebec, Ship Labourer, sworn :—

By Mr. KERwIN :—

Q.—You have had some experience as a timber swinger, I believe ? A.—Yes,

Q.—Will you please tell the members of the Commission what work there is
about the swinging of timber? A —The swinger must first get a white mark put
on the timber. It is marked by the stevedore, the way he wishes it to go into the
ship, and after it is marked by tie stovedore the timber swinger has to fetch it from
the aft to the port of the ship ready for hoisting into the ship. When they work at
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swinging timber they are mostly always wet to the waist, and very often to the
neck. Their work is very hard.

By Mr. WaLse :—

Q—Is there a certain degree of danger attached to it from being on ﬂﬁe X??;{J :ﬁ
uch apg slipping off ? A.—VYes; that danger is there all the' tlmt.al.{ tha‘; n whon
working you are’ working in clothes wet to the waist. The? 1v(cifm - hat wag, for
eight hours, and in the fall of the year you suffer from snow, c.ot and wet.
often two or three pieces of timber are stuck together by the fr {))s_  ine timbor from
Q.—Have you ever known of any accidents to swingers rlndglﬁjg' 1bor from
the raft to the ship? A.—Yes; 1 have known them go adrift an atw ?d 8 off lo
pick them up. I know that timber swingers are leaving the bu,su}essi t0 h?t,l’matism
3 few years there will not be any swingers left. The old ones have gotr
and are leaving off working at it. . L . B
-—Do v%)é) know ofganybody being drowned while swinging timber 1!1 . :tinl
do not know of anybody being drowned of late years, though there are men w g

timber that cannot swim. I have known men to fall off, but they have managed to
get out again,

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q-“-Supposing that there was a swift tide running, would there be danger of his
being sucked under the vessel 7  A.—Yes.

By Mr. Fregp:—

ing to
Q.—Is the timber ever so close together that & man could not find an openir-x k
get his head through to breathe, sh%uld he accidentally fall overbof:'a.lﬁi ?'nﬁéar ;c; hl:
mostly that way all the time. It is very seldom any other. If he sltds kly mear the
ead he goes under and comes out at the other end, and he wog : e dros
before he came up at the end of the raft. He has ten chances of not heing saved.

By Mvr. ArmstrRONG —

i > pi hree or four
Q.—Supposing he is on a raft of three or fou pieces. If| say, that three
Pieces go adpr}ift? h% holds them together until some one follows a'nd picks h}m \;}:] ;

—Yes; he would try to. The swinger sometimes goes away in the morning, n
works an hour or so ‘before breakfast, and gets wet to the waist, and he lt:lay 8 ﬁ

there until dipner time, or antil he goes honic in the day, with his wet clothes on &

that time, If near home, he might run in and get a change of clothing. N

Q—Ts thera no fire on the raft at which he could dry his clothes ? Au-—— 'O:t o
—And no fire in the ship? A.—He is not allowed in the ship’s galley 3111 I

only a smal) place anyway. Sometimes you go into a ShlP where the cook will n

0

8llow you even to dry your socks; where they will not allow you to dry yourself, or
Warm yourself ay, a],

By Mr. WaLsg :—
Q

i ttribute
~—You say that tj ber swingers are getting scarce. To what do you & C
that? A heydar?getl'nll]e runs aﬁgd the hard work he has to do. Men do not‘}.lkg to
“lay off» upon a log in long boots, and often have those boots full of water, if they
are working on sinking timber, and be themselves wet all day.

By Mr. Fregp :—

Q.—Do timber swingers get constant work ? Have they work the year round,
Or the whole of the season ? A.—No.

. ¥—What would you consider a fair average season’s earnings of a man in your
business ? A.—Oh; three hundred dollars. That is the outside.
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Q.—Do they ever get any work in the winter time, when the season of naviga-
tion is closed ? A.—Very seldom. Last winter I worked about ten days; another
winter I worked about two and a half days, maybe three days. That is all the work
that 1 have done in the winter time, and I never was out of here before (Quebec). I
have stopI]))ed here all the time so far. There is no work to do here in winter.

Q.—Do many men go South, to work, in winter ? A.—Yes; a great many of
them.

Q.—Do many ship laborers own the houses in wkich they live ? A.—Very,
very few.

Q.—Do many of them save money, and have bank accounts? A.—No; I do not
know of any. There may be one or two, but they mostly always owe money instead
of saving money, and it takes the summer time to pay.

Q.—Do the stevedores have property of their own? A.—Some of them.

Q.—Do you know how stevedores are hired ? Is there any particular rate, or is
it by contract with the owners or captains of the vessels? A.—It is by contract;
sometimes with the captains and at other times with the merchant. He gets 8o much
for loading the ship, and the captain or merchant pays the men, that is, he gets so
much for superintending the loading, and the captain pays the men.

Q.—Do vessels as a general rule go to sea in an unseaworthy condition, I mean
as regards cargo., Are they over laden—that is, are they over laden to people who
understand shipping? A.—I have heard them say as much.

Q.—You have heard officers of the ships complain ? A.—I have heard it said so.

Q.—That they go to sca in that condition? A.—Yes; if they (the crew) kick,
there is a survey held (and that is no bother to the merchants), and the sailor has
got to go to sea in her or go to gaol.

By the CHAIRMAN :(—

Q.—If that is so, how do they do with that ship when she gets to England, if the
ship leaves here in an unseaworthy condition ? A.—I do not know about the other
side.

Q.—Are you aware that they have got laws in England to punish such an
infraction of the rules as regards navigation? A.—No.

Q.—And are you aware that those rules are strictly enforced? A.—I am not
aware that they are.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Have you ever known of any vessels throwing cargo overboard after they
leave Quebec—when they get outside ? A.—Yes; I have often heard them say that
a8 soon as they get outside they would have it off. I suppose they would be looking
after their own safety.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—And you suppose they would be looking after the insurance by waiting until
they got outside as you call it before they heaved it off ? A.—Yes.

Q.—Have you an insurance inspector here in Quebec? A.—Yes.

Q.—Does the insurance inspector not see after it for the sake of the Insurance
Company? A.—I cannot say anything about that.

Q.—Is there an insurance agent? A.—Yes; there is quite & number.,

Q.—And does he not do his duty towards his employer 7 A.—I do not know
what would be his duty. I could not say.
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Trouas EngierT, Quebec, Ship laborer, sworn.
By Mr. KerwIN:—

- Q.—You are in the habit of working on ships discharging coal, I believe? A.—
e8.

Q.—Will you give us some idea about how work is done in that respect. How
many men are in the hold of a ship discharging coal? A.—Nine men, each man
with a shovel, and one hooking ang unhooking.

Q.—How is the coal discharged from the ship? A.—Waell, it is hove out of the
hold by means of tubs; sometimes it is hove out of the hold into lighters, and more
times on to the wharf.

Q.—How many hours do you work? A.—Fight hours constitutes a day’s work,

Q.—When you go down into the hold of a ship how loug do you work? A.—I
work from seven to eight o'clock. Then I take my breakfast. 1 commence againat
nine, and work until one o’clock, knock off at one o'clock for dinner for one hour,
and then work until five when I leave for the day.

Q—How much will a coal tub carry? A.—Well, tubs seem to be growing
larger to what they were when I joined the Society. There are some of them so
large that two of them will make & ton. When 1 joined the Society it would take
three tubs full for a ton; now it only takes two for a ton. In discharging coal you
must have your tub ready all the time, or if yon do not you are not wanted.

Q.—Well, is a standard tub every size? A.—No.

S Q—How long have youn been discharging coal ? A.—Ever since I joined the
oclety. :

Q.—How long is that ago? A.—Eight years the next second of June.

Q.—Did you ever discharge coal before they had standards at all? A.—Woell,
they have no standard; no regulated tub. The man that comosalong with the biggest
is the best liked, and they put out the most coal,

Q.—Have you any idea how many tubs they will discharge in a day if eight
men work in the hold. I mean a day of eight hours ? A.—Well, last summer I was
working on the Beaver Wharf. The man over each hatch is supposed to be the fore-
man, e put it out into batteaux. That day we put out two hundred and eighty
tons of coal. The man to whom this was consigned and by whom this steamer was

chartered, had sold some of this coal to an asylum, and some gentlemen came there
representing the asylum the coal was to go to, and he weighed the coal and the

weight was 80 much for each tub, and it took so many to fill each battean, and he

owned that we eight men discharged two hundred and eighty tons of coal that day
in eight hours.

By the CramMaN:—
Q.—And did you discharge that from one hatch ? A,—Yes.
By Mr, FreEDp:—

Q.—There were eight men below ; how many were there on deck ? A.—1 think

there were three men on the stage and one man below to hook and unhook the tub
—that was four men to manage the tub.

Q.—And only eight men shovelling the coal ? A.—Yes; and one man hooking
on the tubs and unhooking them.

Q —These three men that you speak of were for assisting it over the side ?
A.—Yes; for dumping it on the wharf, or into the batteaux.

(}—Were they part of the crew ? A .—Yes; but they had nothing to do with
shovelling the coal, the eight men did that,
By Mr. KgrwiN :—

Q.—Do you know of any accidents having taken place by inefficient gear in the
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discharging of coal from ships ? A.—Yes; when we used to have sailors helping us
—and then we had accidents with the ships crew on the deck.

Q.—Do you never discharge from the two hatches ? A.—Yes; there were
two gangs in that ship that I spcak of. I was in the main hatch; we were putting
it into lighters, and the others were putting it on the wharf.

By Mr. WaLse:—

Q.—Am I to understand that you can have the tub any size you like ? A.—
Y? You are not compelled to fill them, but sometimes the men are glad to get the
job.

Q.—Do the stevedores get the contract for unloading, or do they get so much a
ton ? A.—No. That is between the stevedore and the captain,

By the CHAIRMAN:—

Q.—You work by the day, never by theton ? A.—No.
Q.—Have you any idea what is the average rate per day received by the steve-
dore ? A.—I could not exactly say.

By Mr, ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—What is the effect of having an extra large tub ? A.—Itis in order to get
so much more work done, Sir; as the larger the tub, the less times you will require
to hoist and empty it. The larger the tub, the more the men can put into it. Itis
for the benefit of the party who employs the men.

Q.—It takes a longer time to load, does it not ? A.—You could put more into a
largl:a tub than a small tub. Of course they are anxious to use the Donkey Engine,
8o they work us for all we are worth.

By Mr. WaLsu :—

Q.—Does it make any difference to the men? A.—It keeps them going. I have
to fill my part. There are four tubs. There are two men to each tub, and we know
that if we do not get our tub filled on time, we are behind, and will not get a tub at
the next ship. Sometimes one tub is not so large as the other.

Q.—The larger the tub the greater the advantage to the stevedore? A.—Yes,

Q.—And has the stevedore anything to say about the size of the tub? A.—
He gets what will suit him, not us,

Q.—Who finds the tub? A.—The stevedore in most all cases.

By Mr. KERWIN :—

Q.—Eight men in discharging two hundred and eighty (280) tons a day, as you
say, would necessitate the shovelling of thirty-five (35) tons or so each man per day ?
A.—Yes,

Q.—Or four and three-eight tons each man per hour? A.—Yes, that is what
this gentleman figured it at.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Have you ever known an instance where small tubs are replaced by large
tubs for the purpose of hurrying out the work ? A.—Yes.

Q.—How long have you worked in the hold of a steamer, taking in cargo, from
the time you commenced to work until you got through? A.—Six hours.

Q.—That is without any rest at all—continuous? A.—Yes. 1 mean from the
time I go into the bunkers with my partner until the time I come out—two men’s
time. % have known myself to be in sometimes seven hours, and sometimes six
hours, and of course a great deal depends on the tide. Of coufse, in low water we
put in more coal than in high water.
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Q.—Cannot you give us a description of how things are in unloading a vessel

with coal? A.—Yes. When the coal comes in the way of the port we put it away.
We manage so a8 to keep it clear.

By Mr. WaLsa:—

Q.—It is very hard work, I should imagine? A.—Yes. And someti.mps these
Welsh coal bunkers are so full of dust that you cannot see for the dust, and it is some-

times 80 hot that if you go to the open port, and touch the iron work with your bare
skin, you will burn yourself,

By Mr. KERWIN :—

Q.—Ts it not a fact that each man working in the hold like that, has on only a
pair of thin pants and vest? A.-—Yes.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Is the water you drink only what you get from between the water wharf
and the barge or bateau ? A.—I generally work on the lighter side of the ship.
Q.—Perhaps you did not quite hear my question. I have reference to the drink-

ing water used by the men in the hold? "A.—Yes. We get it from the lighter side
in a bucket.

2nd March, 1888.

Mgzs. E. MippLETON, of Coaticooke, in the Province of Quebec, who is now so-
journing in the City of Quebec, sworn.

By Mr. KerwiN :—

Q.—You have given some attention to the cause of Temperance, in this Pro-
vince, I believe? A.—Yes.

Q.—You are Provincial President of the Womens' Christian Temperance Union
of the Dominion of Canada? A.—Yes.

Q.—Can you tell the Commission about how many places there are in Quebee in
which intoxicating liquors are sold? A.—No; I should think some of the residents
of Quebec would be better witnesses on that point. I am only here occasionally.
My work in Quebec is finished for the present. 1 am not a resident of Quebec, my
home is at Coaticooke, but I travel a great deal in the interests of the Womens’
Christian Temperance Union. Of eourse, I am a member of the Quebec Local
Union. [ am Vice-President of the whole Union, and devote myself to the work
throughout the whole Province.

Q.—Are you able to tell the Commission whether, in the centres of industry in
the Province of Quebec, intemperance 1s increasing or decreasing among the working
classes? A.—I would like to say that I am not sufficiently informed to answer that

uestion immediately. Had I known of this Commission desiring information on
the question of Temperance, I should have specially informed myself. That is not a
E‘art of the duly of our Association. I cannot say whether, in the Quebec district,

emperance is increasing or decreasing. 1 am not informed of the statistics for the
moment, that is not my work.

Q.—Are you able to give information respecting the number of cases among the
working classes, whether in consequence of intemperance, men are unable to sup-
port their families properly? A.—No; I cannot say how many cases, but I am
aware that in very many cases we have to help families on that account. Part of
our work is to help the families of inebriates. If you speak of the whole Province,
I can say that very largely, in Montreal especially, we have asheltering home, and 1

presume there is not one individual sheltered in that home, who has not been brought
to it through intemperance.
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Q.—While in Montreal, we took testimony on that point, and we would like
now, if possible, to get information relative to Quebec, and all other manufacturing
centres in this part of the Province? A.—If it did not take up too much time of
the Commission, I would like to explain: Our Union is divided into departments.
We have departments for certain classes of work. The work is thus divided up,
and carefully attended to. We also attend to the Prison and the Police department,
and we have secured the attendance of a police matron at the Central Station at
Montreal. She has been appointed mainly through our industry. Our work is
divided into departments under the Provisional President, so that from the nature of
my work you can see that I am not always preparcd to give statistics relating to one
particular place. Miss Barber superintends the police work, that is, work among
intemperate women in Montreal.

Q.—Are you able to say whether the cases of distress arising from intemperance
have been reduced in those counties in which the Scott Act has been enforced ? A.—
I cannot say—I should presume so, but that would not be testimony.

Q.—The Commission desires to get facts, of course, bearing on the cundition and
prospects of the working people. Unfortunately we know there is a great deal of
suffering caused by intemperance, and we would like, a8 far as possible, to learn how
much is due to that cause. If you can give us any information concerning this
matter—or on any point on which you have not been asked—embracing facts and
statistics relating to this work that you have in hand, we shall be glad to receive
it?  A.—I know there are many cases of great misery come before us in various
places, some in Quebec, others in Montreal, and some in other places where the
women are obliged to labor for themselves and families, because of the husband’s
intemperance. We meet with cases where unfortunately the woman herself is given
to drink and where their homes are the abodes of great misery. In our work we
find the greatest amount of misery caused by intemperance, and we have reasons to
believe that there would be very few inmates in the female gaols were it not for
intemperance. We are of the opinion that there would be no need for a woman’s
gaol or reformatory, but for drink. With all the unfortunates with which we have
to do we find the great majority are brought down through the use of intoxicants
and there are very many families to-day, reduced from a position of comfort and ease
to one of poverty through that same cause. We have at present a case in our own
work where the head of the house, through intemperance, has been reduced, not
merely from a respectable position, but from a much higher position than merely
respectable, down to the position of the poorest class and it is because of in-
temperance that he is receiving help from us. He is now a reformed man but has
fallen from an affluent position to one of poverty, and all through intemperance, and
it is part of our work to help those suffering from that cause.

By Mr. WaLsa :—

Q.—Can you not in the very near future—perhaps possibly before you leave for
Montreal—furnish us with such statistics and uny information that you may be
pleased to give—that you think may be of use to us? A.—I will endeavour to do so.

By Mr. HEakEs :—

Q.—Will you please tell us whether in your opinion and from your experience,
groceries or taverns are most injurious to the people? A.—We greatly object to
rocerics obtaining licenses. In Montreal they number something like fifteen
lgmundred, and we have a sort of compact among the ladies there,.that they will not
deal with grocers who sell intoxicating liquors, because where liquor is sold in
groceries, it is a very dangerous thing. We have, and are making a strong effort to
remove the sale of liquor from groceries as they are unfortunately the means of
strong temptation, and particularly to women and children. We most strongly
oppose the granting of liquor licenses to grocers.
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Q.—Do you think if the business of a grocer was entirely s.epag'ated from. the
liquor business it would be an advantage to families? A.—We think it would.

Q.—Do you know what proportion of the grocers of Quebec have licenses for the
sale of intoxicating liquors? A.—I am not aware that we have more than two or
three temperance groceries. As 1 said before, I do not reside here, and I am not
often in Quebec. 1 was merely passing along in the course of my duty, gnd I stayed
here longer than usual. Sometimes I am six or eight months away. 1 know of two
or three temperance grocers in Quebec, and perhaps there are more,but I know of
two or three. )

Q.~Do you know if there is a growing feeling among the people of Quebec
towards restricting the sale of intoxicating liquors? A.—There is a very strong
feeling on our part. .

Q.—And on the part of the people generally ? A.—1I think so. I hope so.

By Mr, ABMSTRONG :—

Q—Have you given any attention or made any enquiry to the causes of in-
temperance among the working classes? A.—Yes. )

Q.—Do you think in some cases this intemperance arises from a lack of employ-
ment, and even from a lack of proper food? A.—I do not know—I cannot say. I
am afraid the habits are formed, and that the lack of employment is sometimes due
to those habits. Still it may be so,

Q.—You believe that some who are out of employment may drift that way?
A-—They may. )

~—Can you give us instances of men who are out of employment in Quebec to-
day through the use of intoxicating liguors ? A.—1I cannot at the moment.

Q.—~Are_all those who do not drink in Quebec in employment to-day ? A.—I
cannot say—I do not know. .
Q.—Did you ever give a thought that the small wages received by the working
classes is a cause which leads to intemperance? A.—I have no information on that
point.

To the Chairman of the Labor Commission : ’
Sir 1 —

In accordance with the pledge made by me when before the Commission, on
the 2nd of March, that I would endeavor to su

Pply reliable information on several
points upon which 1 was then examined, I shal

now redeem my promise. I affirm
that the statistics and statements have been carefully gathered from officials in this

city and from superintendents in our departments of work.
On visiting the office of the Recorder, I was informed that the commitments
for drunkenness were very largely diminished from some of the preceding years.

This was to some extent to be accounted for by the active co—operation of the clergy
and temperance workers,

with the regulation of Sunday closing, etc. We, however,
have reason to deplore the fact that there is much intemperance in the city, and
that it has led to the perpetration of crime, and been the cause of sudden and violent
death. And we fear that so long as places are licensed to sell intoxicants and so
many places known as corner groceries exist, which, although having no licenses,
are imperfectly watched, the evil will continue. The dimination of our shipping
and the removal of many from our city as residents, may account in some measure
for the lessening of crime. We are still by no means in condition to claim the
honors for sobriety and virtue. )
One of the officials interviewed expressed regret that the Vigilence Committee
88 ceased to exist in this city, and suggested as a remedy to existing evils thata
large temperance society be formed which would take in all classes and creeds.
Such a society, we think, the City and District Alliance will prove. From some of the
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Superintendents we have the information that there is not 80 much poverty arising
from intemperance’as in previous winters. Nevertheless there is much need of im-
provement in this respect. And [ also learn that among the unfortunate of our
own sex the use of intoxicating drinks has been largely the cause of their downfall,

and in nearly every instance, when degraded, the habit has made it almost impossible
to induce them to reform.

Erizasers MIppLETON,
Pro. Pres. W.C. T. U.

I beg leave to make the following correction :

Insome of the newspapers I am reported as having, in my evidence before the
Labor Commission, said: “ We have two or three temperance groceries,” whereas,
when asked if I could inform the Commission how many temperance groceries we
have, I said that I could not speak positively, but knew of two or three. I have
since ascertained that we have at least five very respectable temperance groceries.

E. MIDDLETON.

LICENSES ISSUED FOR QUEBEC CITY, BANLIEU AND LEVIS, 1887-1888,

HorELs.
One hundred and eleven ....... e eeieetressacteesensesrearaserasesntsares core sensenes sensss 111
RESTAURANTS.
Forty-four ..ccooivvviiiniiiiiiiniies ceranennes cereeeerrriaiies vereesane erteeteaereretaraaane 44
GROCERS.
One hundred and forty-two ....cccovvevvvnninniiiiniiineieies oone B RN 142
‘WHOLESALE GROCERS,
Quebec, nine ............. ceerias Cerereetieriaaeas crreee ieereeane et vevees 9
TLOVIS, OMB. ueiinies e treiretes ettt e e e erte e et e et en et ra e e e e e aa e are e 1
— 10
CLuBs
Quebec and parishes, etc., 8IX..cvrieiiiiiin ciiien i 6
BorTLERS,
Quebec, eleven........ ........e. e eeerrireeeite et reret e et raaeantaesaraenens veevens 11
Lovig, three ..oc.viveriereiieniicininnineens eeennininenns et ea e ettt aean s 3
— 14
TTOLAL LICOIBOS tvueeinreiveiueencarrnesonnenornressirinresessnssnassessestonensroeanes . 327

Jonx Dicxk, of Quebec, Port Warden of the Port of Quebee, and Surveyor for
English Lloyds, at Quebec, sworn:—
By Mr. Warss :—

Q.—Will you please give us an outline of the special duties you have to perform
as Port Warden of the Port of Quebec ? A.—My duties as Port Warden is to ex-
amine vessels arriving with cargoes in a damaged state, and to authorize their survey.
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Then there are other duties connected with my office—I have to attend to surveys;
and report upon the damage to vessels stranded. I think that is about the principal
part of my duties,

Q.—You also have a surveillance over the loading of vessels ? A.—Yes; I see
that they are not over-loaded. -

. :——Do a great many vessels come in a year to the port of Quebec, that you
think it necessary to make surveys upon ? A.—A great many.

—Is there any way by which you can inform us of the number and damage ?
A;*_lf I had been allowed the time, I could have given you the number of steam and
sailing ships ; but I am not prepared to answer that question off hand. I make an
annual re‘%)rt to the Government, and the Board of Trade, which is printed.

.Q.—We can get it from that, but we wish you to give us your opinion and ex-
Perience, if you please. From what cause do you suppose that most of the vessels ar-
Iive here disabled or damaged—is it by stranding or boisterous weather at sea ? A.—
ome get stranded coming out, and others, principally steamers, are damaged by ice.

Q.—Are iron steamers as good on this coast in the spring of the year, or in_the
Summer, as sailing vessels ? E.—It depends upon the construction of the vessel.

Q.—Are they as well prepared for resisting the ice ? A.—That depends upon
the construction of the vessel. They arerepaired for the ice at Quebec. We repair-
ed one of the line running between here and Newfoundland. We repaired that ves-
sel, and since those repairs were done, she has sustained no damage. ) )

%—-Were those repairs by the addition of wood ? A.—By the addition of iron.

Q—1Is it what is commonly called by the name of sheathing ? A.—Double
platmg.

Q.—Wooden vessels are repaired with wood ? A.—Yes.

sio Q.—Do any of these vessels to your knowledge come here with any injury occa-
ne

d by overloading ? A.—No.
Q.—Do any vessels come here overloaded ? A.—No.
Q.—Not one ? A.—No,

Q~Is it part of your duty before a vessel leaves port to see that she is not
overloaded ?

¢ A.—That is embodied in the Port Warden’s bye-laws. It states there
that if I see reason for taking action I am to do so.
Q.—And if anyone knew of such a case and they reported it to you, would you
be Ob}lged to act ? A.—Yes; and I have done it on several occasions. On several
Occasions vessels before proceeding to sea have had to take off considerable cargo.
Q—Did you within the last few years find any vessels of that kind leaving
3‘1‘5‘)%, or about to leave Quebec ? A.—There was none rejected by me since that
1me, but previously there were several.
tak Q.—When you find 1t necessary to make an examination of a vessel, is your word
axen or do you have any one else with you at the examination ? A.—In that case
© an expert.
right ~—But your decision is final ? A.—Yes ; my decision is final, but I have the
gthetg take one or more experts. I have the bye-laws and I will eend you a copy
ers ﬂ‘;2--~You could not give us at a word, I suppose, any idea of the number of steam-
s at have passed through your hands, give us your own opinion. Can you give
m ﬂy 1dea ? ~ A.—For the last two or three years I believe there has passed through
yg;rsﬂnds of steamers about ninety. That would be about the average for the three

Q.—That is in damaged vessels ? A.—No.

Q—That is what came in ? A.—Yes.
vessels'~-1n your opinion which do you consider most likely to be damaged, sailing
£ oon Or steamships. Which do you think are mostly liable to be damaged ? A.—
T8¢ the steamers are more liable to strain.

ged than wooq. They are more liable to be dama-

—Independent of the material of which they are formed, which do you think
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are the ones subject to the most damage, sailing vessels or steamers ? A.—From
straining, the iron is likely to suffer the most damage from any casualty at all. Evﬂﬁ
if it became unmanagable from straining, the steamer would suffer the most damage
Q.—In your experience do you tind it easier to manage wood than iron7§
A.—That has been proved. ;
Q.—I am very glad to have your opinion. When a survey is held, made, an®
ou think it necessary to discharge a cargo, is it you who surveys the vessel agalh
fore they load her to take iu cargo again ? A.—I recommend what gortion of th®
cargo is to be taken out of the vessel. Sometimes only a part has to be taken outi-
and sometimes the whole cargo, both in wood and iron vessels. Sometimes &
wooden vessel only needs what 1s called stiffening and the skin cleared out. We:
had last %aar two steam vessel cargoes taken out of the vessels. o
Q—Do you find any difficulty in getting such implements as you receive; is i¥
you who employs them or the Company ? A.—It is the builders, the dock propri®*
tors, I have no cognizance over the labour, nothing more than to order the repairs?
If vessels are rated in Lloyds, I see that the vessel is repaired and that everything,
is done under Lloyd’s regulations.
Q.—Are there any agents here of Lloyds? A.—I am the Surveyor for Lioyds
I see to that, ;
Q.—I suppose that you have all the necessary foundries, and matters of thak
kind in Quebec, that may be required for iron ships? A.—We have now; previou#
to last year we had not. We lahoured at great disadvantage. Now, we have #
proper dock and establishment for doing any kind of iron work. "
Q.—Is your Dry Dock, here in Quebec, capable of taking up any vessels visit
ing the Port? A.—Yes. .
Q.—What is its capacity? A.—It is an excellent dock, down in St. George'$
‘Ward, on the river side. _
Q.—I suppose with regard to all kinds of ship-carpentering work you have &
sufficient supply of mechanics to do all the necessary work for wooden ships?
A.—T have never known any want of them; I undertook Messrs. Allan, Gilmour &
Company’s repairing for sixteen years, and I had no difficulty in getting alterations:
done. We always got good men.
Q.—Did it ever occur in your time that vesscls came into port of Quebec over
loaded ? A.—It did not, whether injured or uninjured or otherwise.
Q.—May it have happened and not come to your knowledge ? A.—Noj it could
not have been without my knowing.

By Mr. HEAKES :—

Q.—Do you inspect every portion of the ship? A.—Everything belonging 0
ship, inside and out, except the provisions.

Q.—Is that in accordance with a rule issued by the Dominion Government, oF
in accordance with the rules issued by the Insurance Company ? A.—It isin accord®
ance with a rule issued by Lloyds. 1 have nothing to do with insurance matters ab
all. I am employed by Lloyds to examine vesscls to see whether they are such
vessels as represented or not, and I have to report whenever occasion requires, but’
that is very seldom necessary in Quebec. s

Q.—Do vessels leave the port of Quebec without being inspected, or the loading
superintended by you? A.—Yes; timber laden ships I have nothing to do with.

Q.—Are complaints made of ships being in an unseaworthy condition before
leaving port, and if so are these complaints generally well founded ? A.—I cannot.
say, some are, and some are not. Very often objections are raised by ship’s companies
and, of course, the matter is then brought before the proper tribunal, and perhaps
may be called upon, or some one else may be called upon, to report on the condition
of that ship, and a decision is given accordingly.

Q.—Have you ever known a vessel to leave the Port of Quebec on that account ?
A.—No. We have condemned vessels on several occasions.
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Q.—Have you ever known crews to refuse to go to sea on account of the
unseaworthy condition of the vessels ? A.—I have known them to make that ex-
cuse very often in order to get away from the ship.

Q. —What is the mode of procedure when a crew refuses to go to sea in a vessel
against which a complaint has been lodged ? A.—Well what I have stated. The
crew makes a complaint and I have to go on board and report according to the con-
dition of the ship. If the ship is well founded in overy way the men are ordered to
return to their ship and if they refuse they are tried in the Police Court and com-
pelled to go aboard the ship, or go to gaol. L

Q—Is a vessel ever alfowed to go to sea, if a complaint is made against her,
without being inspected ? A.—I have-uever heard of one._

Q.—Do you inspect the ground tackle ? A.—Everythmg. Anchors, chaix}s a:nd
everything. If you read my book here you will see everything of that description
mﬁglntioued. I am bound to keep a record of everything that goes through my
office.

Q.—What is done with these vessels after they are condemned? A.—They are
burned on the beach.

Q—Did you ever hear of a ship being loaded under the Plimsoll mark when the
men refused to go on board ? A.—Yes; one case of the Allan’s, but that I can explain
fully. The vessel was previously running in the passenger trade, in which trade
they are always given a larger freeboard than in carrying cargoes, and this time
they loaded the vessel, according to my ideas as to what it should be loaded up to. It
was loaded to within a foot of what I considered right, and it was on the Plimsoll
mark, and it was upon that that the crew joined with the landsmen and the ship was
detained in consequence. That was eight years ago. Mr. Rae came down to me and
asked me what was the best means to adopt, and I recommended that he should com-
promise with the crew. This was acted upon, and he gave the men a little extra
wages to go, and they did so. On their arrival at Liverpool they were paid off. The
ship was marked up to the load afterwards, the mark of the freight boat. That ship was

the “Sarmatian” and that was the only vessel about which there was any difficulty
in going away from here in that way.

By Mr. WALsSH :—

Q.—Do you allow a vessel to go out of port with deck loads? A.—Under cer-
tain conditions.

Q.—Is not a certain date only allowed for deals? A.—That does not come under
my duties at all. That is in the hands of the customs, but if a vessel was overloaded
1 would notify the Collector of Customs that she was not seaworthy.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Did you ever pass a steamer as seaworthy which, after a fow hours, returned
back into port? A.—Yes; the “ Lake Huron.” She was simply refitted temporarily,
and proceeded down as far as the Traverse, when the captain thought it prudent to
return. I was one of the Surveyors, and gave the recommendation along with Dr.
Simmons, the Deputy Port Warden. They were simple repairs to enable her to
return home. We were deceived by different reports, but the most serious damage
Was not represented,as she was injured across the bottom,and we could not see that from
the lnside ; but she was perfectly tight when she left here, and when she got into
the troubled waters of the Traverse she commenced to make water. The Captain
thought he had better return, and he was quite justified in doing so. That was the

only case since I have been Port Warden.
By Mr. WaLsu :—
Q—How was she repaired ? A.—Inside, with cement and plank, and as soon as
Z?Sygoii out of the traverse into smooth water she became tight again. That is the

vessel that I knew to go out unseaworthy.
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By Mr. FREED :—

Q.—Is commerce in the port of Quebec increasing, or decreasing ?  A.—1It is d&
creasing largely.

Q.—What, in your opinion, is the cause of that? A.—For the last few yeart
trade has changed, more or less. For the last few years a great deal of Quebec busi;
ness has gone to Montreal, and I was told that it was partly owing to the cost 0!
labor, and partly owing to arbitrary rules. I find that merchants here can ship theif
deals in the port of Montreal cheaper than they can do so here, and now, that it i
invariably done. 1 am verysorryto see it. It is lknown to certain parties that every
season a quantity of freight goes from Quebec to Montreal, to be shipped therc soonef
than stop the vessels here. :

Q.—When they go to Montreal, do not they take on a part of their cargo heré,
in the port of Quebec, on their return? A.—Some of them call here for coals—
the greater number do. Even when taking a full cargo at Montreal they call heré’
for coals, and they have to get my certificate, but they cannot get that until they are.
loaded, and not until all their coals are on board. '

By Mr. McLEaN :—

Q—Has the tide anything to do with the vessels going to Montreal? A.—J do
not think it has now.

Q.—Is that not s0? A.—No. These vessels, of course, they can return to Que-
bec down to twenty-four feet six inches, and they are twenty-five feet six inches
before leaving Quebec.

By Mr. Wansa:—

Q.—That is the dei{)est draught that a vessel can be drawing and get clear
through to Montreal? A.—Well, last summer, I believe they had to lighten two or
three vessels in Quebec so that they could go.

By the CHAIRMAN :(—

Q.—It was very low water last summer? A.—Yes; it was very low water last
summer. It was a very dry sammer.

Q.—And the water had been as low as we have known it? A.—VYes.

Q.—Then in the spring of the year they can go through with any cargo? A.—
Yes; in September if there are no rains all the northern waters get low, but if there
is plenty of rain away to the north the St. Lawrence keeps up. A long tack of
easterly winds also keeps it up, and after a long tack of westerly winds the water
goes down.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—You said that a vessel could go to Montreal at any time. Do the owners
generally take advantage of the tide to pass Cape LaRoche? A.—They leave the
pilots to judge. The vessel is under the control of the pilot. The proper time in my
experience when I used to go to Montreai—the proper iime to go to Montreal is the
latter end of the ebb tide.

Q.—Can they pass there at low tide? A.—A vessel of good speed can go up to
there at any time. I mean to Cape LaRoche, but to pass Cape LaRoche they look a8
much for delay coming down as going up, and the channel is very intricate, These
large ships sometimes come down with only three inches of spare water, and they
have to watch the tide to come down.
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Davip MoreaN, Quebec, Tailor.
By Mr. HeakEes :—

Q.—You do custom work ? A.—Yes; ordinary custom work.
Q.—What class of help do you employ ? A.—Well the best we can get.
Q.—Are they all men ? A:—They are not ull men—they are women and men.

Q.—Can you tell us what wages ordinary coat makers earn? A.—Good coat
hands earn ten dollars a week, Females earn from three to five dollars according to
what they do. Vest makers somewhere about three dollars a week,
Q.—Are the men engaged in making vests ? A.—No.

Q.—They ave all women? A.—Yes.

Q.—And for pants ? A.—The same. )

Q.—What wages do pants makers got ? A, —Fifty cents a pair.

Q. —Are they all women employed on them ?  A.—Yes.

Q,—Can you give us an idea of how many pairs of pants a4 woman can make in
a week by herself ? A.—I cannot say exactly but about sevenor cight. Some make
more than others.

Q.—We are speaking just now about the average ? A.—Yes.

Q.—Do you find thesc people constant employment all the year round? A.—
As a rule, all the year round.

Q.—Do they work on the premises ? A.—Some of them do.

Q.—Do you know how many hours a day a female works to make seven pairs of
pauts a week, that would be a pair aday. A.—Well she would work about ten hours.

Q.—Do you take on any apprentices ? A.—We take on one or two occasionally.

Q.—When apprentices are taken on, in the tailoring business, how much do they
earn the first year ? A.—According to what they are worth—rvery little,

Q.—And the second year? A.—One dollar a week.

Q. —How many years are they at tailoring before they become experienced ?
A.-—About six or seven years,

Q.—And do their wages increase ? A.——Oh yes; all time.

Q.—Do you employ much machinery in the manufacture of clothing? A.—A
little; all tailors do.

Q.—How does machinery compare with hand work ?
ably ? A.—Well; it is finer looking but is not so durable.

Q.—Has the introduction of sewing machines increased or decreased the wages
of the men ? A.—It has rather increased it, 1 think.

Q.—Has it given the men more work or less work ?  A.—It requires less men,
but there is morc demand for the men.

Does it compare favour-

Q.—And less apprentices 7 A.—We do not take apprentices on for that kind of
machines.

Q.—Have you stopped apprenticing boys? A.—No; boys are taken as
apprentices.
Q.—Do you do any other class of manufacture besides clothing ? A.—Yes.
Q.—Do you manufacture shirte? A.—Yes,
Q.—Are shirts mado by the day or piece? A.—So0 much a piece.
Q—How much to the dozen? A.—About twenty-five or thirty cents a piece.
Q.—Would that be flannel? A.—We do not make any other but flannel.
Q—Would that be thread and all complete ? A.—Yes.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Do those womem take any work home at night? A.—No; not those who
are working day work.
think :T_Do you know if that kind of work is carried on in Quebec ? A.—I do not
it is.

el ﬁI could not tell you, I do not know I am sure. I never had any,

: 8 five dollars a week for women making clothing the average, or is it the
highest given?  A.—It is the highest here. 8 ’
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Q—What is the average about? A.—About four dollars a week. It is
according to what they can do. Some are much better thun others at work.

Q.—To make this three or four dollars a week they have got to have a sewing
machine? A.—-Oh, yes; the employer owns the sewing machine.

Q.—The women that make the shirts do they make the whole shirt ? A.—VYes.

Q.—They have to own a sewing machine for that ?  A.—Yes; if they work at
home.

Q.—Is there any clothing made in Quebec for stores—that is ready-made
clothing? A.—Oh, yes.

Q.—Which receives the largest amount; the women that make custom work or
the women that make ready-made clothing? A.—The others that make custom
work, they receive four dollars a week.

Q.—How mnch would & woman make on ready made clothing ? A.—Well, they
get about one dollar a coat for cheap work.

By Mr. HEAKES :—

Q.—How many coats wiil & woman make in 2 week? A.—Five or six.

Q—What kind of coats would they be? A.—Light tweed coats.

Q.—How :nany coats will a custom tailor make in a weck ?  A.—He will make
three at customn work. With help, of course, he will make more.

Q. —A woman would make more in a shop, than a man at custom work? A.—
Yes; because his is a great deal more ditficult work.

By Mr. WaLsH:—

Q.—Are there any wholesale clothing houses here in Quebec? A.—No; there
are not; they are all in Montreal.

Q.—Are there any importing houses of ready-made clothing here in Quebec?
A.—No; ther¢ are not.

Q.—There used to be, I believe. What is the reason you have done away with
them? A.—Well, they find the Montreal people do the business. People go to
Montreal for ready-made clothing.

Q.—Have you not all the facilities here that the Montreal people have for making
these things ?  A.—Well, they have always been the largest makers there, and the
people from below all go to Montreal to buy clothes. We can make them here.

Q.—Have you not all the facilities for buying the cloth, etc., and for obtaining
labor? A.—We have. But we do not seem to go ahead in that branch.

Q.—Do you attribute that to any other cause than want of enterprise? A.—
That is all. We want more enterprise.

Q.—There are plenty of men of means here? A.—Yes; thereis plenty of money.
There are plenty of means.

By Mr. HeAxEs :—

Q.—Do you know if labour is as cheap in Montreal as it is in Quebec? A.—I
think it is as cheap here. It is cheaper here in our trade.

Wirriam J. LEMESURIER, of Quebec, Tobacco Manufacturer, sworn:

By Mr. Kerwin:—

Q.—How many hands do you employ in your factory? A —Forty-five or fifty.

Q.—You know something about the working of your factory? A.—I do the bu-
siness part of it, but I know something about the manufacturing part of it.

Q.—How many men are employed among the forty-five or fifty hands comprising
tho staff of your factory ? Arve there any ? A.—About ten or fifteen.
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Q.—And the balance would be boys and girls? A.—Yes.

Q.—What are the ages of the boys and girls ? A.—They all say they are fourteen
when they come in.

Q.—%ou have no idea what the age of the youngest is? A.—I cannot say.

Q.—What is the rate of wages paid to the men per week? A.—Five doliars

to nine dollars per week. Some earn seventeen dollars, others earn seven, eight or
nine dollars per week.

Q.—How wany hours per day do they work? A.—They work from seven in
the morning to six at night.

Q.—Do they work at night ? A.—Yes; sometimes they do.
Q.—How long at night do they work in the busy season-—how many hours after

six o’clock. A.—They work up 'till ten o’clock, but that is only for a few days ; it is
not regular. It is just a few times in the year.

Q.—Do you pay them extra for working extra hours? A.—We paythem at the
regular rate.

Q. —How much more do they receive for night work than for day work? A.—
1t is all job work.

Q.—Are there any fines imposed at all? A.—No. .
Q.—Where do you ind a market for your tobacco? A.—All over the Dominion.
A C%.—Are you able to compete with Montreal manufacturers in that respect ?
~Yes,

By Mr. HeAgzs:—
Q.—What time are these children required to go to work in the morning ? A.—
They start with the others.
Q.—What time is that? A, —Seven o'clock.

Q.—How long are they kept at work? A.—Until twelve o'clock, and then
after that, they work from one until six o’clock.

Q. —What wages do these boys and girls earn? A.—The small girls commence
the labelling of packages at twenty cents a day. The boys get forty cents, and fifty
cents a day.

Q.~—Are those boys employed by the firm, or by the men on piece work ? A.—
They are employed by the firm.

—How many of these female helps have you got that are grown up? A.—

Th?y are nearly all grown up I believe they are all grown up, except three
or four,

Q.—What wages do you pay the girls? A.—They earn twenty cents a day;
that is, the small girls, thore are only threa or four of them, and they earn twenty

Cents a day.

Q.——-Vzhat would be the average earnings of the others? A.—They are em-
Ployed at different classes of work, I could not give you exactly the average. The
Women receive five and six dollars a week, and the stemmers sixty cents the hundred.

Q.—Have you separate conveniences provided for the men and women in your
establishment ?~ A, —Yes.

~—How are these convenience provided? A.—They are separate apartments.

Q.—Avre they in close proximity ? A.—Yes.

Q—How many flights of stairs are there in your factory ? A.—Three.

Q.—How many stair-cases are there leading to the workroom? A.—There are
three flights.

Q.—And just one stair-case? A.—Yes.
~—Have you any fire escapes outside the building? A.—No.
By Mr. Faeep :—

any 3‘-~—When & child comes, and says he or

(VY i e
for oumel:ezf verifying that statement? A
49

she is fourteen years of age, do you take
—No; they just tell us so, and we judge
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Q.—Do you take any means to obtain & certificate of the birth of the child, o
to obtain proof that they are under the age of fourteen? A.—No; if we have any
doubt of it we do not take them.

Q.—Do you refuse them very often ? A.—No; that very seldom happens.

Q.—Do you inflict any punishment upon the children for disobeying orders, of
infringin%the rules ? A.—No.

Q.—Do you permit your foreman to chastize a child in any manner? A.—Noi
he is allowed to talk to them, nothing else.

Q.—You do not permit them to beat the children? A.—No. )

Q.—Do you permit them to be locked up in solitary confinement? A-—No; it
very seldom happens that they disobey orders. We allow nothing of that kind. it
they do not do what is right we discharge them. Thatis all.

Q.—Do you impose any fines ? A.—No.

Q.—How frequently do you pay them ? A.—Weekly.

Q.—Are any deductions made for bad work? A.—No. ,

Q.—How many men are earning seventeen dollars a week? A.—We have ong
man earning seventeen dollars, and another sixteen dollars. We have only a fo%
men working on that job. /

Q.—Do these men have to pay the boys that are working under them, or do,
they receive the seventeen dollars a week clear? A.—No; they each have a stemmefaf
under them. 4

Q.—How much have they got, on the average, to pay per week, outof this si%
teen or seventeen dollars, for extra assistance? . A.-—'Bhey pay the stemmer twent§
cents a day, and the stemmer is learning the business.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—How many men has the man got to emplog who receives seventeen dolls!
a week ? A —He can employ as many as he likes, but he only has one to help hi

By Mr. HeagEs :—

Q.—You say that you work at night? A.—Very seldom.
Q.—When you have occasion to light the gas, do you pay for it yourself, or 44
the hands pay for it ? A.—Wae pay for it ourselves. i
Q.—Will you kindly tell us how far these water closets are asunder—how f8¥
trom one another, or are they opposite each other ? A.—They are in the basemenh
alongside each other. , ;
Q.—Do you think, in the interests of decency and morality, it is right to havQ
them 80 near one another? A.—I do not see any objection—it is the handiest placey
Q.—Where there are so many employed in the factory ? We have no objectio®
to your having them wherever it is convenient, but an objection may be found ¥
your having them beside one another, where both sexes and all ages are compelled ¥
go. Now, in some places where I have visited, they have promised to alter this st#!9
of things, and place those for the fomales in one portion of the building, and those f0%
the males in an entirely separate place, so that the sexes do not meet. Do not y0%
think yourself it would be an advantage? A.—-Yes; I do in that light.
Q.—Can we get from you a promise that these things will be looked after}
A.—Yes; I will do my best for my part, and I would like to see that other man¥
facturers would have it done also.
Q.—Can we get you to say that you will have it done? A.—I can say thal}
will have it done,

By Mr. ARMBTRONG :—

Q.—Do the doors of your workrooms open outwards or inwards? A.—Wb
doors there are open inwards. The outside doors open outwards. . i

Q.—Do the doors of the workrooms open inwards ? A.—They cannotopen otho:
wise because they are at the top of the stairs.



Q.—Is the sanitary condition of your factory good. 1 mean the ventilation #
A—Yes.

Q.—Do you ever have the Health Inspector around the fuetory to visit you ?
A.—No.

Q.—IHe has never been around 2 A.—No.

Q.—Do you know it there is one in existence 7 A.—~There is one comes round
every spring. He visits our premnises to see tho vards, that is all,

Q.—They never go up stairs?  A-—No; they examiue the yards to see that
they are properly cleaned.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—When your men are working to scven, eight or nine o’clock at nightdo they
get an hour for supper? A.—Yes,

Q.—Avre your hands, provided in the establishment, with a place to get their
dinner? A.—Yes,

Q).—~Have they got a place outside tLo building or in the building it-elf? A.—
They can go inlo one part of the building, and take their meals by the stove.

Q.—Are t}u,y oblired to dine in the workshop itself? A -—We have no dining
room in the factory, but there is lots of spare room 1 the factory.

By Mr. Wartsh:—

Q.—There is one thing 1 would like to call your attention to, and that is the
absence of means of exit from some buildings in case of fire. We learn that you have
only one stair-way leading trom the top of your building to the bottom and we tind
at other places it is the same way. Now there is just ag greal a reason for » change
in this respect as there is for a change in the position of the water closets in orfier o
prevent the mixing of sexes coming down these stairs. Tho conductof employees in
not always creditable, and we think it would be advisable to have separate means of
exit for males and temales. Do you wot thinic it wouid be? A.—1 think it would
take the authorities a good while to do this, on account of it keeping the men from
working all the time.

Q.—-It would not be necessary to keep the men from working, but the men could
be kept back while the women are coming down ?  A.-—I think this is a question I
would rather not answer.

Q.—I think that is what the Commission would be likely to recommend? A.—
If there is any possibility of deing it, we will do it. We wish to o what is right.

Joux Grass, Quebec, Biscuit Baker, sworn,
By Mx. KErwIN :—

Q.—How many hands do you employ ? A.-—Ten.

Q. —What class of work do you do ?  A.—J make plain biscuits—hard bread as
it is called on board ship—ship bread.

Q.—Do you employ any wormen in that work? A.—No,

Q.—All'men ? A —They ave all raen, and one boy.

Q —Is the boy an apprentice ? 4 —\Jo he is not an apprentice.

Q.—~What hours do these men work at the- business ?  A—DBctween nine and
ten hours a day, including their dinner hous.

Q.—Wh=t are their average earnings ? A.—A boy carns from fifty cents. I
pay all the way from fifty cents to onc dollar and sixty cents 2 duy; that i the
highast paid per day for bisenit work.

Q.—~What is the lowest sum that you pay your men? A.—The lowest pay that
a man earns at biscuit work, is seventy-fiva cents a day.
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Q—Are these all skilled bakers ? A.—Not one of them. The only baker in
the establishment is myself.

Q.—Is the work done by machinery ? A.—A'together.

Q.—Has the introduction of machinery, in the manufacture of biscuits, decreased
the cost of labor ? A.—The men earn better wages now than they did during the
time they were employed on hand work, and that is a long time ago.

Q.—Do yon know any biscuit factory where men are employed on hand work
to-day ? A.—No. They could not exist.

Q.—Can you tell us what the rates of wages are in Quebec in your business 28
compared with anywhere else in Canada ? A.—There are none here in Canada iB.
my line besides myself, except at the sea ports of St. John, New Brunswick, and
Halifax, Nova Scotia. There are none others that I am aware of.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—You say that at the time sea biscuits were made by hand work, men did
not earn as much money as they do now ? A.—I think I said they get better wages
now.

Q.—Was the cost of living cheaper then, than it is now ? A.—Certainly.

Q.—Do you know the per centage ? A.—No.

Q.—Is it not a notorious fact that thirty years ago, it was much cheaper living
here than now ? A.—Yes.

By Mr. McLEAN :—

Q.—Do you think men were better off thirty years ago than they are to day !
A.—I think money went as far then as it does now. :
Q.—Do men live better now ? A.—It is a hard thing to say whether they livel
better or not. They live more expensively, but whether they live better or mot I'

cannot say.
Q.—%hey dress better ? A.—Yes, and more expensively. ~,
Q.—And they live more extravagantly ? A.—They do both, the men and their:
families. . 2
Q.— Are there many bakers who have families ? A.—Yes; I guess the same 88
anyone else.
Q.—What is the highest rent that a baker would be likely to pay, for an ordinary
family, in a respectable locality ? A.—I cannot say that. I never heard anything
on that question.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—After the cost of ordinary living is paid, and the taxes, and house rent and
clothing, how much money would you have at the end of the year if you received
the wages that are currently given to bakers ? A.—Please do not misunderstand,
me, I only employ them six months in the year. I have no work in the winter fof.
them. ’

Q.—Are tbey idle the rest of the year? A.—They get employment wherever:
they can. I should add that, in addition to the wages, they get a compensation a¥
the end of the season of forty or fifty dollars.

By Mr. Frexp :—

Q.—On what do you calculate that bonus? Do you calculate it on your profit
or the excellence of your men? A.—It is in order to keep the men there with mé
80 that they should not desert me.

Q.—H{we you had any difficulty with your men? A.—No.

Q.—Have you experienced any difficulty in obtaining men to do the work? A
—None whatever ; they are always ready to come, and work for me. If there is 4
vacancy I can easily get it filled.



M3

Q.—What are the hours of labour? Q.-~Nine or ten hours a day, including the
dinner hour,

t
By the Cuaraman :—
Q. —How long have you resided in Quebec? A.—I am sixty one years of age,
and my faiher was here in business before me.

Q.—S0 your father was in the same trade? A.—Yes; my father and myself—
I succeeded him—we have been in business, in Quebec, ever since the year eighteen
hundred and eleven.

Q.—Why do not you work in winter ? A.—Because thore is no market. There
are no ships.

Anprew HoLweLL, of Quebec, Policeman, sworn.
1 am a member of the Quebec City Police Force. I am forty-eight years of age.

By Mr. KxawiN :—

Q.—How long have yon been employed on the city police force? A.—Twenty
ears, and ten months., I entered the Eo]ice force before I was thirty years of age.
have been on the police force altogether, that is all my life.

Q.—What is your present rate of wages to-day ? A.—On the city police force,
we had $1 a day, but——

Q—~What is your present rate of pay? A.—I have been in receipt of 60 cents
& day since the 1st of h{ay last.

Q.—8o, you have got down to 60 cents a dsy? A.—Yes, sir; more is the pity.
Q.—How many hours have you to work for 60 cents a day ? A.—From ninein

the morning until nine the next morning, day and night. We are two hours out
and two hours in, and after twelve o’clock at night we are three hours out. 'We are

two hours out in the day time.

Q.—Is that the regular pay of a police officer to day? A.—No; the regular

pay is 81 a day. Wages have been cut down. There were two old men nearly
seventy years of age, one died since. and the other is still goiny about, and myself,

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—They think you are not fit for a policeman at $1 a day, but that you are fit
for oue at 60 cents? ~ A—1I suppose that is it.

By Mr. KerwiN :~—

Q.—Do you do all tho work of an ordinary policeman, now ? A.—Yes; extra
duty, and everything that is required.

~—~And you attend, in your turn, on your guard ? A} ~Yes; I have been twenty
years and ten months on the force, and I was never a day late or absent from duty,
and there was never the stroke of a pen against me, but still, they thought fit to
reduce me from $1 to 60 cents a day.

Q.—In other words, you are on duty for twenty-four hours for the sum of 60

cents ? A.—Yes; and I do the same for 60 couts that another man does for a dollar.

Q.—How many are working at the sume rate of wages ? A.—Another and me.

. @ —What is the rate of pay paid to other oficers? A.—$1 a day, and six
shillings a day.

Q—Do

Do you have to buy your own clothing out of that 60 cents a day? A.—No;
they furnish’the clothing always. ¢

-~~Ale you 4 married man ? A.—Yes.

«~—Xiave you any family? A.—[ had one. We are four in family. I ma
say that | have):me child of o v Y

of my own, and 2 girl that I reared.
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Q.—Are the policeman in Quebec insured ? A.—Yes.

Q.—How much per month have they to pay for insurance ?  A.-—Forty-two
cents,

Q.—Would you have to pay as much per month as a man receiving $1.25 a day ?
A.—Yes; In fact, it is stopped out of my pay, if there is anything owing.

Q.—Is this insurance compulsory? A.—Yes; it is stopped out of the pay be-
fore you get it.

Q.—What do you receive in case of accident? A.—$1,000.

Q.—In case of accident, how much would you receive, if you got hurt and was
unable to attend to your duty ? A.—$6 a week, and we would have to pay the doctor.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

13.—It would pay you better to be sick at that rate ? A.—It would, sir; so it
would.

Q.—What is the amount received by a widow in case of the death of her hus-
band ? A.—Wae never have a death by accident.

Q.—Have you asked ? A.—There was some dissatisfaotion about it last year,
and some said they were going to knock off, as they got no satisfaction for it.

Q.—Very often, policemen are engaged at additional duties, such as taking care -
of Lacrosse Grounds; did you ever get anything for that? A.—It is divided every
spring, the total amount, or part of it. We never got any account of it last spring.

e got $2.75 each. ‘

Q.—Who receives this money? A —The Chief of Police receives it, and puts it
in the bank, or whatever he does with it for the year.

Q.—Have you asked for an increase on that sixty cents a day? A.—Yes.

Q.—You made an application to the Police Board ? A.—Yes; I asked forit. I
said my pay had been reduced, after twenty years service, from $1 to sixty cents,
and the Chief said: ““ You were put up before, and you did nothing better.”

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—What did he mean by that? A.—I suppose he meant that I did not make
arrests.

Q.—Were all the salaries reduced ? A.—In the time of the previous Mayor, he
made three classes of men.

Q.—1 ask you if, at the time of the reduction, all the salaries were reduced’
A.—Oh, no; only the three.

Q.—You say policemen are provided with clothing; what clothing do you getf
A.—A pair of pants, a coat, a pair of boots for three years, that is large boots, and 8
pair of summer boots every spring.

By Mr. Heaxes :—

Q.—Do you receive any underclothing? A.—No.

Q.—Is that all you receive in addition to your pay? A.—Thatis ali; ot course,
‘'we receive summer and winter clothes.

Q.—Do you sleep in the Police Station? A.—We do, when we are not on guard.

Q.—And you are on twenty-four hours? A.—We are there, except when we
get a day off, and the time at our meals. When we get a day off, we stop at home,
except when we are called out for extra duty.

Q.—After being on duty twenty-four hours, how long do you remain at home ¥
A.—We are the same time at home,

Q.—Then, you are twenty-four hours at home ? A.—No.

By Mr. McLEAN :—

Q. —When wages are cut down, is there auy cause given for it? A.—All the
reason the chief gave me was that I did not make prisoners and reports enough.
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Q.—Then, it all depends on the number of arrests that yon make? A.—It

appears so. After they changed the chief and the Recorder, we had this trouble.

here never was that trouble before the present chief came. It is all got up since
then.

Q.—If you make an arrest during the night, and the person is called before the
Police Magistrate, do you go away at nine o'clock ? A.—If it it my day off, I go
home when I am through, but if I have to go to Court, I am detained there sometimes
until the Court is over—until my case is heard.

Q.—Then, you may be twenty-four hours on duty and be afterwards detained at
the Police Court ? A.—Yes. . .
Q.—Do you get any additional pay for that ? A.—No. It is according to the

number of prisoners we bring. Sometimeswe are detained there until twelve o’clock
in the day.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Has the Chief of Police the right to reduce the salary of a man of the force
without the advice of the City Council? A.—It was not the Chief, it was a clerk of
the Recorder’s Court, and him. : .

Q.—Are these three the Board of Police Commissioners? A.—No; the Re-
corder, the Judge of Sessions and the Mayor compose th’e Police Board.

By Mr. HEARES :—

Q.—And this Board reduced your salary? A.—No; the Mayor was not on the
Board when my salary was cut.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—How many men are there on the Quebec Police Force? A.—About fifty.

Q.—Two only have been reduced? A.—Thatisall. There were two the sprin
before last, and me this spring. There are only two now, one of these three has die
since.

Q.—What used to be the salary paid to a policoman? Was it ever higher than
$1aday? A.—No. The sergeants get six shillings and the constables a dollaxr.

Q.—That includes Sundays? A.—Oh. yes, seven days a week.

Q.—And it seems that you have nota very good record given you. You do not make
a great many arrests ? A.—That is all. They have nothing against me in any other
way. There is not the scratch of a pen against me in twenty years, nor was I a
winute late, and I was never brought before the Chief or the Police Commissioners.

By Mr. Xerwin :—

. Q-—Are there many men that you could have brought time and again before the
Police Magistrate, whom you have told to go home ? A.—Plenty. When I have
seen them merry among themselves, I would say, “ Go away home, and I will not

arrest you,” and in many other ways 1 might have made myself popular at the
station, I mj

> ght have made reports such as grocers, and others placing obstacles on
the sidewalk., I would walk into the store, and say to the proprietor that it was con-
trary to the by-law, and tell him to remove them into his store, or I should have to
report him and bring him before the court. Other policemen would not notify them
at all, but would bring them before the court.

Sometimes it did not cost them much,
and other times it would.
well %~Are You conscious of having let off any man that was guilty of an offence,
n

litt) owing that he should be punished ? A.—No. 1 often bave seen a man &
tlh't ‘ithe worse for liquor, and T have assisted him home—let him off, but I did not
an‘c{] w}dwas breaking any part of my duty; and another thing, 1 went to the Mayor

that L him the cause, and he said it was the duty of a policeman not to persecute,
al 1 was to assist and not to injure the public, and he promised to get my salary
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raised, but I never heard anything more about it. Perhaps the Mayor did what he
K{romised, and was not able to get it raised. I put in an application, by order of the,

ayor, but one member never attended, and the Recorder was against me. The
Mayor was for me.

Q.—Do you receive sixty cents a day for six days, or seven days? A.—Seven
days, counting Sundays.

o —

Tuouas LaNE, Quebec, Machinist, sworn :—

By Mr. KErwIN :(—

Q.—How long have you been employed in the Cartridge Factory ? A.—Five
years and five months,

Q.—What are your working hours? A.—From seven in the morning until six
at night.

6.—There is a list of rules governing the Factory? A.—Yes.

Q.—One of the rules is that the factory is closed during working hours? A.~—
Yes. It is closed from the time you go there in the morning until noon, and again
when you return at twelve-thirty. ‘

Q.—Am I to understand that the factory is locked during these hours? A.—
Yes; they have made that rule, but they never abide by it. Sometimes it is open at.
five minutes past eleven, and at other times according to humour; but I have gone.
to the factory three minutes late, and have becn stopped, and have had to go home:
again. I have lost half a day by not being there exactly at half past twelve.

Q.—How many rules are there posted up in your establishment? A.—There
are eight or ten. The foreman will make a rule every time he is in a bad temper.
Every time he is in a bad temper he will put up a rule against the men,

&.—What is the rule about keeping the tables cleaned ? A.—That refers to the:
overseer; that is not in the machine shop.

Q.—What are the hours that you were engaged in the factory ? A.—Ten and 8
half hours a day, five days in the week, with half an hour for dinner, and seven and 8.
half hours on Saturday.

By Mr. HeAkESs :—

Q.—What wages do you receive ? A.—I received nne dollar and a half a day for;
one week, and after that two dollars a day. I spoke to the manager, and he said:
he would give me a rise of half a dollar, but the foreman was against me for the:
job, and I did not get it. I wrote to the Deputy Minister, and received & reply thab
{19 had it under consideration.

Q. —What wages are you getting now ? A.—I am getting two dollars a day’
now.

Q.—I think you said the foreman stopped you from getting & rise ? A.—Yes.

Q.—How many men are there engaged in the manufacture of cartridges ? A.—
I could not tell you. There are five or six departments. ,

Q.—How many machinists are there engaged ? A.—There are four machinist®,
and one overseer.

Q.—Are there any boys in the machine shop ? A.—Yes; two.

Q.—Are they learning the trade? A.—Thereis not much of a trade to be learne‘g;
there. :

Q.—What wages do the boys earn ? A.—Forty cents a day, one of them; an‘;
last week one of them was raised from forty-five to fifty cents a day. i

Q.—What do the boys do ? A.—One of the boys works in the factory at th¢
machines; and the other boy worked at the plumbing business before. He has bees.
in there about three months, ‘
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Q.—What are the ages of these boys? A.—One is sixteen, and the other is
nineteen.
Q.—Are there any rules in the shop fining the men for any of these offences ?

A.—No; not in the shop—there are, outside the factory. They are regularyme-
chanics. There is a rule regarding the ticket box.

Q.—What is this ticket box ? A.—You get a ticket at night time when you go
home, and you have got to put it in there. William Roberts is number one; I am

number two. IfT lose that ticket going home, I have got to find it. If I cannot find

it, the foreman takes me to the sugerintendent; and they believe my statement, or
not, as they please. The first night w

en I received my ticket, I forgot what I was to
do with it, and put itinto the box. One of the boysheard the noise, and sto{)l};ed
me, and said I was doing wrong. The next morning the overseer stopped me; I had
forgotten all about it. And in order to conform to the rules, I wrote my number on
a plece of paper, and put it in the box, and went into the machine shop, when the
little boy reminded me that I had put my ticket in the box the previous night. I
thought it would be all right; so about half-past nine the foreman came to me, and
the overseer had the tickets ranged outon a square board. He said, “ Where is your
ticket.” I said I put it in by mistake last night; aed he said he would not believe
me, and that I did it on purpose, 8o as to stop away five or ten minutes in the morn-
Ing, 8o a8 to make my time good,

Q.—How long has the rule been in force ? A.—About having these checks ?

Q.—Yes. A.—Five or six weeks; not more.

Q—Who made that rule, the superintendent, or both of them ? A.—Yes ; the
Major makes these rules.

Q.—Are you aware who makes the rules—is it the
dent ? A.—VYes; the Major madethat rule.

Q.—Do you remember & party named McLean, who received four cents for &

week's work ? A.—Yes; he lives down the Cove. :

h Q.—And another named Halsey who received seven cents ? A.—I heard of
at. )

foreman or the superinten-

Q.—Avre you aware of boys playing daring meal hours and being fined five cents
a piece forit? A.—VYes.

Q.—Did you ever hear of a pair of rubbers being stolen, and forty-five of the
employees, including the girl who lost the rubbers, being tined five cents a piece for
the rubbers? A.—Yes. .

Q.—~Do you know where these fines goto? A.—No. Ido not.

Q.—What are the sanitary conditions of the place ? A.—Waell. There is one
room, where they

make the clay plugs which go to the end of the bullet, that the
roof of is rather low.

Q.—Have you heard anything of people being paid when they ave sick ? A.—
I was away Friday and Satarday. I had my arm in a sling.

Q.—You did not have medical attendance ? A.—No.

Q.—Were you paid for the time you lost ? A.—No,
~—Were your injuries received accidentally ? A.—Yes,

Q. —It was an accident ? A.

14 —TYes. The lathes that we have there are of a very
0'd style, and the back gear was covered. I was doing a job for a  base cup " and
the foreman came

in, and showed me the style he wanted, and in the course of my
Work I put my hand at the back, and the gear caught my finger and brought it in. I

;mp(fed the machine, and that was how it happened. A’little girl one day had her
h?‘“ caught, and one of the mechanics, who is not there now, shifled the belt; but for

n:;:lv she would have lost her hand. As it was she did lose one joint. He is inToronto

'Q--Are they taught that the i i :
p y must not interfere with the dangerous parts of
the Mmachinery ? " A, —gl‘hey are taught, but they want some one to look over them,
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By Mr. Heakes:—

Q.—Do you think it proper work for a child ? A.—No.
Q.—What are their ages? A.—They look pretty small. Some look as though
they were eleven, and some ten-—--some look like seven, in the factory.

By Mr. ARMSBTRONG :—

Q.—Are there a good many there that cannot read and write ? A.—Yes.

Q.—What would he the ages of the oldest of these ? A.—Some are as oid as
seventeen or eighteen.

Q.—IHow often are you paid ? A.—FEvery Saturday afternoon.

By Mr. KerwiN :—

Q—Do you know how many there are in the factory ? A.—No. They are
short handed to day.

Q.—How much do these girls receive ? A.—I cannot say.

By Mr. WaLsH :—

Q.—Who employs these hands ? A.—The girls?

Q—Yes? A.—The foreman.

Q—Is the foreman a long time there? A.—Yes; he came out before the
machinery; he was at home in England before that.

Q.—%O the boys and girls work in the same departments as the mechanics?
%].———No; They work in the factory. We work across the yard in the machine
shop.

pQ.——Can al! the machinery be protected ? A.—Some can, and some cannot. In
going around the disc they put out their hands, and get caught,

Q.—Is it their business to go round that disc ? A.—They would break a punch
or break a dise, if they did not go round the disec.

(Translation.)
TgLEsPHORE FoNTAINE, of Quebec, Laborer, sworn.

By Mr. HELBRONNER : —

Q.—Are you a laborer 7 A.—Yes, sir.

Q.—What wages do you generally earn, in summer, as a laborer? A.—I carned
one dollar a day last summer.

Q.—Had you work every day during the summer t A.—Yes, sir.

Q.—How much do youget in winter ? A.—In winter we were paid four shil-
lings ; for a while we were {)aid four shillings, and atterwards one dollar a day.

~—You earned one dollar a daythis winter ? A.—Yes, sir; part of the time.
~—When—in what month ? A.—Last month (February).
~—And were the wages reduced ? A.—Yes, sir.
~—What was the reduction ? A.—One shilling a day.

Q.—Are eighty cents the wages you get now ? A.—At that time, we worked
eight hours & day, and now we work tem hours. T don’t know whether they will
give us more, for we have not been paid since we began to work ten hours.

Q.—W.re you paid eighty cents for eight hours work, the last time you were
paid 7 A.—Yes, sir.

Q.—When were you last paid? A.—1t will be seven wecks to-morrow night.

Q.—Have the hours been increased during these last seven weeks? A.—They
have been increased by two hours a day.

DLLO
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Q.——Do you now work 10 hours a day ? A.—Ves, sir,

Q.—At what hour do you begin work ? A.—We begin at 7 in the morning.
Q.—And at what hour do you finish? A.—At half-past five,

Q.—And has nothing been said about it? A.—No, sir.

Q.—Before, when you were paid 80 cents, were you paid by the day or by the
hour? A.—By the day, $1.

Q.—And now you work 10 hours, and they have not told you what you will be
paid? A.—No, sir.

Q—You say the last payment was seven weeks ago? A.—Seven weeks.
Q.—You have not received a cent for '7 weeks? A.—No, sir.
Q.—Have you asked for money ? A.—No, sir.

. Q—How do you cxpect to be paid if you do not ask for money? A.—I don’t
now.

Q.—About how many men work with you? A.—35 or 36 men.

Q.—Did none of them ever ask the master for money? A.—1I cannot say.
Q.—But did you not unite to ask? A.—No, sir.
8—-At what do you work? A.—Masonry.

—Are you hired by the day, the week or the month ? A.—By the day.
Q.—Are the masons paid ? A.—No, sir.

Q—Is no one paid ? A.—I do not think so. I don’t think any one is paid.
| on.—How many workmen are there in all? A.—35 in all, including masons and
aborers,

-

. Q. —What was the ordinary pay day, seven weeks ago? How often were you
paid? A.—Every fortnight.

By Mr. Heaxes :—

Q.—Did it ever occur before, that you were not paid at the end of the fortnight ?
A.—No, sir. Always paid correctly. This is the first time. ‘

By Mr. FregD :—
Q.—Do you expect now to be paid? A.—I think so.
By Mr. HELBBONNER : —

. Q—Does not receiving your pay irregularly put you to some trouble? A.—Yes
sir,

Q—You are obliged to buyon credit? A.—Yes, sir
Q.—And you pay dearer?” A.—Certainly. :
Q.—Which still further reduces your wages? A.—Yes, sir
Q.—Do you think you will receive higher wages for having worked 10 hours in-
8tead of 8? “A.—I can’t say. He did not tell u:.g &

By Mr. Faeep :—
Q—

No & 18 onedollar aday the regular summer wages of labourers in Quebec? A.—
, 8iT.

aha l(%.-—th.t. are the regular wages ? A.—Often four shillings, or five shillings and
Q.—How man

y hours do labourers work, on an avorage, for eighty or ninet
cénts aday ? A.—Ten hours a day. ’ B g y
By Mr. HELBRONNER :—
wage%EThen’ the wages of one dollar a day, paid you last summer, were higher

an labourers generally receive in Quebec? A —Yes, sir.
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By Mr. FrEED :---

Q.—Can you give this Commission any information concerning the houses gen-
erally inhabited by labourers in Quebec ? Are they comfortable ? A.—Yes, sir.
Q.—Well built ?  A.—Yes, sir; well built.

. Q.—How many rooms, on an average, do these houses contain ? A.—It depends;
gsometimes two ; sometimes three.

Q.—What rent do you pay for a house of two or three rooms? A.—Three dok-
lars or three dollars and fifty ccnts.
By Mr. WaLsa :—

Q.—Ave the drains good ? A.—Yes, sir.

. dQ.—-Are they well aired—are the drains good ? A.—There are none of any

ind.
By Mr. FreED :—

Q.—Are there privies to each dwelling ? A.—No, sir, ;
Q.—Is the water from the city put into each dwelling ? A.—No, sir.

By the CHAIRMAN : —

Q~—Do you take water from wells? A.—No; we carry water. There are
water-carriers who bring water from the St. Roch acqueduct.

By Mr, TFregD :—

Q.—Are these drains running from each dwelling to the drains in the street ?
A'_gﬁ]s)g' you know of houses in which men and women are obliged to sleep ip
the same room? A.—No, sir.

By Mr. HEAKES :—

Q.—Do you pay for the water brought by the carriers ? A.-—Yey, sir.
Q.—How much do you pay ? A.—Ten cents a barrel.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—And you pay the Corporation besides that ? A.—Yes, sir.
Q.—You do not live in Quebec? A.—Yen, sir.

Q.—Do you pay for city water besides what you (Pay the carriers ¢ A.—Yes, sir-
Q.—How much do you pay ? A.—A couple of dollars.

Q.—You pay for water you do not get ? A.—Yes, sir.

(Translation.)

Josepn ForTiER, of Quebee, Joiner, sworn,
By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Are you a foreman joiner ? A.—Yes, sir.

Q—What wages do joiners receive during the summer? A.—Not always the
same. All shops do not pay the same wages.

Q.—What, on an average? A.—Last summer some were paid here $1.40 for ten
hours, and others wore paid $1.50.
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By Mr. WaLsa:—

Q.—What are the highest summer wages paid, in the city, to joiners? A.—I
think $1.50 was the highest amount given. Some shops paid less than that.

Q.—~What are the lowest wages? A.—In summer, they should not be less
than $1.

Q.—Do carpenters get the same wages?
because they work with joiners.
Q.—Do carpenters then receive only $1 a day, ou an average? A.—$1. But

there are carpenters who have worked here, and have been paid the same as joiners,
that is to say, $1.40.

A.—Carpenters get the lowest wages,

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q. —What makes the difference of the price paid to joiners? Is it because
they work in different shops, or because some of them are more able than others?
A.—When they work in the same shop, the difference is caused by the difference in
the ability of the men. But in other shops some men, who work as well as others,
are not paid as much. It all depends on their agreement with the contractors.

Q.—What are the wages of a foreman joiner ? A.—It depends. In shops where
there are not many men, the foremen receives less. He may get 60 or 75 cents more
than an ordinary workman. There are exceptions too.

Q.—Have you any objection to state what you, yourself earn? A.—At the
present time, and for ten hours work, I earn $3 a day.

Q.—Did you earn more in summer ? A.—No, sir.

By Mr. WaLsa :—

Q.—Is there constant work for joiners in Quebec? A.—A certain number have

cl(:nstant work, but there are some inferior hands who have to do without a part of
the year,

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—How long have you been in the employ of your present master? A.—I
have been working for the same master for 13 months.

Q.—How many hours a day did you work in the beginning? A.—13 months
ago, I worked 10 hours.

Q—And the summer? A.—Ten houvs,

Q.—You have always worked ten hours? A.—We began in the beginning or
middle of November, to work ten hours. In the beginning or middle of November
We began to work eight hours, and we worked eight hours a day till the middle of
January, if I am not mistaken.

.. —Did you always receive the same pay? A.—Yes, sir; only when I began, I
did not earn §3, now I earn $3.

.—How much did you earn when you first began? A.-—$1.75 or $1.50; I don’t
remember,

Q—Are you a foreman? A.—Yes, sir,
Q.—How often were you paid, every week or every fortnight? A.—Every
fortmght.,

Q.—Have you always been paid regularly ? A.—Until the 14th of January last.
Q—Have you been paid anything since the 14th of January last? A.—No, sir.
Q.—Did you aek? A.—VYes; I asked if we were to be paid such or such a day,

gnd I was always put off from one week to another. But, since the 23rd of Decem-
de!‘, the work has, in a sort of way, changed hands. Just now we working by the
cay for the Government, we are working in this very building, (the Court House),
ember, the contractors were supposed to be under

{:%S:tnow, Before the 23rd of Dec
erm;:gi’. and since the 23rd of December the work is done, by the day, for the Gov-
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Q.—Who do you think wiil pay you, the contractor or the Government? A.—
The eontractor, it he receives money from the Government, for on the 14th of Janw
ary, our last pay day, the contractor told the¢ workmen : “Now, I will not be able t0
pay you until I receive money from the Government.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Do you know whether your men have suffered from not being paid ? A.-
I have no personal experience, but I have heard it said among the men, that many
were straitened by it, that they were in need of wood, and that the grocers had refus-
ed to give them further credit.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—The contractors said to you - “ I will not be able to pay you until T receive
money from the Government?” ~A.—Yes, sir.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Do you know if any of the workmen have sickness in their families’
A.—T heard that the wife of one of the workmen was very ill, but he has not come
to work for some days, and I cannot say.

Q.—When do you expect to be paid ? A.—We expect to be paid to-morrow.

Q.—Do you know if the men are paid for eight or ten hours work now thst
they works ten hours? A.—They increased their hours of work without notifying
them whether they would increase their wages or not.

Q.—They increased their hours of work without notifying them whother they
would increase their wages or not? A.—No; they did not say that they would pay
in proportion to the wages earned.

By Mr. WaLse :—

Q.—Avre there machines in the shoF you work in? A.—There is only onec.
Q.—What sort of machine? A.—It is a machine to mortise the wood,

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q—Do they use many machines to work wood in other shops in Quebec!
A.—Only in the factories for doors and windows,

Q.—Have you ever worked in any of these factories ? A.—No.

Q.—1s there a Union of Carpenters and joiners at Quebec? A.—I do not belon§
to any, 1 cannot say from my own knowledge.

Q..—Is there much work at Quebec for joiners ? A.—At present there is enough-
Several men left here and the greator number have found situations. I would state
that several men, who were discharged eight days ago, have found situations else
where in Quebec.

(Translation.)
NaroLEoN CHAMBERLAND, of Quebec, Painter, sworn.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—You are a painter ? A.—Yes, sir,

Q.—Is thero a difference between the wages in summer and winter? A.—Yefr
sir.

Q.—What is the average wages of a painter during the summer? A.—Ther®
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are several classes of painters. In summer, there are some that get wages not too
high, and some that get still less.

Q.—What are the highest wages that a painter can get in Quebec? A.—One
dollar and fifty conts.
Q.—For how many hours of work ? A.—Ten hours a day.

Q.—What are the lowest wages? A.—In summer oune dollar a day, one dollar
and twenty cents, one dollar and twenty-five cents.

Q.—Would the man who receives one dollar and fifty cents in one shop, get &
dollar in another, or is his skill acknowledged everywhere? ~ A.—That depends on
the masters. There are workmen who caunot earn one dollar and fifty cents.

~—Do you think that a workman that earns one dollar and fifty cents might
earn but one dollar in another shop ? A-—T douv’t know.
. Q—What are the wages in winter > A.—Eighty cents. But the wages in winter
N some shops is one dollar a day, of eight hours. One dollar is the highest given.

By Mr. Heages :—

Q.—Can you give us the reason why wages are reduced so much in winter ?
A.—1T think it is because the masters will not pay more.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—
Q.—1Is there much work in winter ? A.—There is not much.

By Mr. WaLsu:—
Q.—Ts there much work for painters at Quebec ? A.——In spring, there may be
a cotg)le of months when work is preasing ; but after that it is not very plentifal.

—Do painters do whitewashing and other work than the painting of houses ?
A.—1 think not,
Q—Do you do paper-hanging ? A.—No, sir.

By Mr. HETL,BRONNER :—

Q—How are painters paid, every eight days, or every fifteen days? A.—Some
#hops pay every eight days; and others every fifteen.

Q.—How much do you got atv present ? ~ A.—One dollar and fifty cents.

Q.—Are you paid every fortnight ? A.—Yes; every fortnight.

~—Are you paid regularly ? A.—No; for seven weeks we have not been paid,

Q.—Did you ask for payment ? A.—T did not ask; but I was told that others

Who asked, did not get anything.

A %—Wby did you not ask for your money ? Were you afraid of being dismissed ?

Lo 0 but hearing that the others, who asked, were put off from day to day, I thought
Would not fare any better, and that it was no use to ask.

By Mr, Freep :—

A Q-“B_efore these seven weeks, were you paid regularly, and at stated times ?
—Yes, sir; regularly every fifteen days since I have worked there.

A.—Were you paid on Monday ? A.—Yes, sir.

- Q.—Do you know whether among painters there are some who are not paid in

w°n9?', but who received orders on stores? A.—I can’tsay that I was paid in goods, I

5 A8 always paid in money~-I mistake, I worked in a shep last spring—a year ago last

1Pring; we were obliged to take ** Bons ” notes, to be paid. Without theése we might
ave waited g long while and perhaps lost our money.

not Q-—What kind of “Bons ” or orders were you given? A.—It was an order, a

o fit.?"be changed, a promissory note: “I promise to pay in thirty days the sum

By Mr. HeLBRONNER : —
Q—~What did you do with that note? A.—1 got it changed.
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Q.—Did it cost you anything ? A.—One dollar, and the note was for twenty.

Q.—Did you change it in a bank or with somebody in connection with your
master ?  A.—With a broker.

Q.—Did your master send you there or did you go of your own accord ? A.—
My master toﬂi me to go there. They were two, the master and the clerk.

Q.—Then the master gave you a note of twenty dollars to pay your wages, and
sent you to the broker he pointed out, who paid you the note and retained one
dollar? A.—Yes, sir. ‘

Q—Do you know if the same thing happened often to other workmen? A.—I
only heard it.

Q.—How many workmen were there in that shop? A.—We were between
twenty-seven and thirty.

Q.—Were you the only one amon% these twenty or thirty who was paid in that
way ? A.—I was the only one to the best of my knowledge.

Q.—Are you obliged to buy, what you need, on credit, now? A.—No;butIam
obliged to owe for my board. I am boarding.

Q.—Have they confidence in you? A.—If we get paid we will pay them; it i8
not certain.

Q.—Have they threatened to turn you out? A,—No, sir; not yet, but if this
lasts, it may happen before long.

By Mr. HEaKES :—

Q.—Do you know if the wages of Quebec workmen are often seized for debt?
A.—T have no knowledge of it.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—How many painters work with you, and have not been paid for seven
weeks? A.—Just now we are only seven, but four wecks ago, we were sixteen.
For four weeks we ure seven.

Q.—Were the nine that left paid when they left ? A.—No; they were not paid,
and there arc some that left six weeks ago that have not been paid. Seven weeks
ago we were twenty-six.

Q.—Have any of them left the city ? A.—J don't think so.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Were those men that left, discharged or did they leave of themselves? A.—
They were discharged.
Q.—Were they given “ Bous” for what was due them ? A.—No, sir.

(Translation.)
CuARLES RositTAILLE, of Quebec, Mechanician, sworn.

By Mr. HELBRONNER i~

Q.—Where do you work at present? A.—At the Government cartridge factory.
Q.—What position do you hold ? A.—That of firat cartridge tool-maker.
Q.—Do you work at tool making or at the manufacture of cartridges ? A.—At
- tool making.

Q. —What kind of tools do you manufacture? A.—All the tools necessary for
the manufacture of the different kinds of cartridges.

Q.—Are the machines you employ in manufacturing these cartridges in a good
condition? A.—We are not properly organized ; the machines are not of the right
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kind , oy
m

good enough of their kind, to do the work properly, so that it gives us
Ore work and more trouble and discomfort than neczssfgr;;..
Q.—Avre the machines defective ? A.—They are defective. 4 8 half. but this
~—How many hours a day do you work? A.—Ten hours a.ln hi; palf, but this
extra half hour is to gain three hours on Saturday, and we have only
our dinner, .
Q—When are you paid ? A —Every week. i
Q--—Regularly,yandpin money ? A.-—--Begulm-l_y, agdl _zlemoir;‘elagr.
~—Are children employed? A.—Little boys and little girls..

By Mr. WavLsu :—

. Q—What are the wages given to the men in your department? A.—The men
10 my depart

ment get two dollars, two dollars and twenty-five cents, and two dollars
4nd fifty cents,

By Mr, HELBRONNER :—

Q. —~What is the age of the youngest child working at the cartridge factory ?
A—1am not quite sure.

~~But how old do you think, judging from its size ? A.—Some [ should think
to be abou

t eleven years old, some twelve or thirteen. There are very few of them
10w, there were more of them employed some years ago.
By Mr. WarLsn :—
Q—w

hat are the wages given to these children? A.~—1I can’t 3“?0?'{ ng;:tgu:
very sma] wages. One of my own boys works there, and he has only. ¥
day. He iy nineteen years old. I kept him at school until last year.

By the CaalRMAN :—
Q—Has he just begun to work ? A.—Yes, sir.
By Mr. HeLoronNER :—

' i ir —_ 't exactly say.

Q.—What is t. ot the youngest little girl? A. Icant‘eﬁaet y say.

Q~ ‘0; x:ag;’e)?og\frs a d:y} do t%ese children work? A.—Children work the
Sime s grown people, ten hours,

By Mr. Warsna :—
Q

—In what department of the factory do these children work? A.—In the
departmeny of cartridge making.

By Mv, HeLBroNNER ‘—

Q—What ;

; 8 their work? Do they fill the cartridges? A.—They place the
Pleces. AL

the pieces are made by ma%hifxl‘ Y-Y ‘
10 they work at the machines ~—Yes, sir. . .

~Is not fhat cllangerous? A.—Yes, sir. Ms’my boys and little girls have had
the eng of their fingers cut off.

"THAVe you, yourself, witnessed these accidents ? A.—Yes, sir.
By Mr, Warse:—

A,N%(T]?O the children rec

eive any compensation for the injuries they receiye ?
40O, Blr,
" R~Is it to your knowledge that any of these children have been rendered un-
for gg vk by reason of these accidents ? A.—No, sir; I don’t think go.
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By Mr. FreED :—
Q.—Do these children always work near the machines? A.—Yes, sir. They

are often changed from one to another. Generally, they work at the same machine.
some roll cartridges by hand ; others work at the machines.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Who puts them to such dangerous work ? Who is the person authorized
to_put children to such machines ? A.—It is the children themselves that come and
ask for work.

Q.—But, does not the foreman direct them where to work, telling one to work
here, and another there? A.—Certainly, it is the foreman who puts thcm to work.

By Mr. Freep:—

Q.—And these children lose their fingers by the machines at which they are set
to work? A.—But it is often due to their own imprudence, too.

By Mr. WaLsn :—

Q.—DBut are these children not taught to work at these machines before being
put regularly to them ? A.—VYes, sir. They are taught.

By Mr. HIELBRONNER —

Q.—Do you know if there are children who earn but twenty cente a day ? A.—
Yes, sir; there are some. There were some that earned less, they are very few now,
but when there were more of them, there were some that earned less than that.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Wasg their work worth more than that 7 A.—I can’t say, our occupation®
do not permit us to notice these things.

By Mr. HEARES:—

Q.—How long has this manafactory been in existence ? A.—For six years.
Q.—Ilow many children, to your knowledge, have been maimed by these m&
chines during these six years ? A.—I know of five or six.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Is there a system of fines in the cartridge factory ? A.—I heard it men”
tioned, but I don’t know.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—You have been working six years, since the factory opened ? A.—Ye8
sir. It will be six yeurs at the end of this month.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Have you any objection to state what are the wages you receive now !
A.—Two dollars and fifty cents per day. I left a much better place to come here, L
was in the United States.

Q.—Did they send for you to the United States, or did you ask for the place i
A.—1 had asked for the place before leaving, and they brought me on.

- Q.—Had you been promised higher wages than those you now receive ? A~
©8, 8Ir. i

Q.—Do the men working under you, and the other foremen complain of thei
wages ?  A.—Yes, sir; they complain, but there is no one under me, Pam simply #
workman. We all work under the foreman. - '
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Q.—But : i - depar ive ? ecei
tWo dollag what do the workmen in your department receive ? A.—Some receive

fat; guing, 8, aud some two dollars and a half. Itis a very difficult work and very

By Mr. HeLBrONNER : —

Q.—Ave fines im

them eithor posed in your department? A.—No, sir. We do not need

Q.—Are children employed in your department? A.—No,sir. There are two
”‘PPl‘entice-mechavnicians.p yedmy P ’

—

ow old are they ? —One is nineteen years old, and the other is about
the same, T can't say y? A.—One y ,
~—How much do they earn? A.—Forty cents a day. )

asked '\Hf"v" you any information to give this Commission beyond the quostions
in geny ou? A.—Muach. I have many things to say about the wages qf workmqn
my Oweral, They are not paid altogether what they should get. For instance, in
WOrkedn Case, [ havo for five years past, asked for an increase of wages. Having

thare for six years. {am one of the first workmen,and T have never had

an incregge I have had . .
; . v 't; srienc dIk 11 the parts of the
USinesg thorough) ; ad forty years' experience an now a P

By Mr. ArMsTRONG :—

Q.—Are ther

employed iy (ke e women and young girls, other than the little girls you mentioned,

factory? A.—Yes, sir. There are big girls.

(Translation.)

Zogy, Foraurs, of Quebec, Tool Machinist, sworn.

Q By Mr. HeLsronNER :(—

work' You work at the Cartridge factory at the present time ? A.—Yes, sir. I
mact: the same department as the last witness (Charles Robitaille), as too
achinijgt, !
Q'“‘XI,I”'VG you work just now ? A.—No; they discharged me two weeks ago.
“—Xou have heard the evidence of the last witness? A.—Yes, sir.

—

. ~Have . ; Le
il You anything to add to that evidence or tu alter init? A.—1 would
ke 10 be questioned gxrthe%.

very short.hy were you discharged? A.—It would be very long to tell, and also

mysel? 'I;Py lo tell it the short way? A.—I was discharged—I can't tell why,
factory | t will be three years next month that [ have worked in the cartridge
J> L Was sent there by order; [ had not asked to go.

June 1;,:0 O}l\‘ Worked there three years? A.—Nearly thiee years, till the month of

0 often when 1 was discharged.” I asked the reason, it was simply because I was

not v sick, I 10§t work too often; and yet when I went into the factory, as [

8im ly n:{{ strong in health, I made it a condition that when 1 lost work I should

day. © paid for the time 1 lost. When I lost a day, I was not paid for that
[

Q.\You rar T .
Weeky WithcmzV :vl;-](:il;c}f“"ged last June? A.—At the end of May, T was five or six

otheo were ill?  A._No, sir; I worked. I appealed to the minister, as
went buck :ontl}llght do, and they sent me a letter telling me to return to work, and I
— W, ne factory. But'two weeks ago, T was discharged for the second time.

A8 any reason given you for so doing, if there was one at all? A.—They

0
many othe,
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—

gave me none. They told me simply; no work. That is all the reason they gave
me.

Q.—That is the reason they gave you? A.—Yes.

Q.—Are you of the opinion there was another reason? A.—Yes.

Q.—Tell it ? A.—I am of opinion that there was ill-will against me.

Q.—On whose part ? A.—On the part of the foreman.

Q.—Were you under the direct orders of the foreman ? A.—Yes; that is, there
was a superintendent, but we never spoke to him; only to the foreman.

Q.—You never appealed to the superintendent ? ~A.—No, sir.

Q.—What was the cause of the foreman’s ill-will against you ? A.—It was that,
during one entire week, during six days, I had only been able to work the value
of fifteen hours. The man was drunk, bad no sense; therefore there was no one t0
give out work at the end of the week, I had not done the work I should have done 11
six days, having worked only fifteen hours on account of this man’s drunkenness.

Q.—Did you lay the matter before the Superintendent ? Did you appeal to him
against your discharge ? A.—Not the last time.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Nor to the Minister ? A,—No, sir.

Q.—You say the Minister had given you back your situation ? A.—Yes, sir;
the first time.

Q.—Why would he not do the same now? A.—Because I tried to get my father
in again, who was also discharged, and 1 did not succeed. I noticed the foreman
hatred against me after one day’s absence. He obliged me to show a doctor’s certifi
cate, for which I had to pay fifty cents, besides the lost time.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—
Q.—You say that the foreman was drunk. Did any of the other workmen iP
the shop notice it ? A —Yep, sir.
By the CHAIRMAN :—
Q—It was your duty to give information of it to the Minister also ? A.—If the
superintendent noticed it, it was not my duty to report.
By Mr. HELBRONNER:—

Q.—Have you anything else to say ? A.—I would like to speak of the ability
-of these men,

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Say nothing as to the ability of these men. Tell us what you have yourself;f
to complain of, if you have been badly treated; we are ready to hear you on thaé:
subject ; but do not speak of other’s ability. A.—I was ill-treated in this way : theft
gave me tools to make, and they would not accept them; the work was good. Op¢
similar was made, and that they accepted. Two similar tools—one was accepted 8%
the other was rejected.

By Mr, WaLsu :—

Q.—Did they pay you for the rejected tool ? A.—Yes, sir, !
Q.—Were you paid by the day ? A.—By the week; I had two dollars s0d]
twenty-five cents a day.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Why was the tool you made rejected ? What was done with it ? A.—It w8
cast aside. They told me it was no good. ‘
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By the CHAIRMAN :—
.ie(:tefi)'i?_ But you were paid for it? A.—T was paid for it.

It was the foreman re®
The superintendent was not present.

(Translation.)

Avrrronsg DrovET, Quebec, Mechanician, sworn.
By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.~Do you work at the Cartridge Factory 7 A.—Yes, sir, '
Q. —Have you heard the evidence of the last witnesses ? A.—Yes, sir, _
—Have you anything to add to their evidence or any statement to contradice ?
th r; Lecan fully corroborate their evidence. The only difference between
M and me is that [ um in the shell department. I work as tool maker at times,
Ut my department is that for making shells. )
~—Auve you in the department where they fill the shells? A.—No, sir.
lai Q.—Is there anything particular about your department that has not been ex-
Plained bﬁ the other witnesses? A.—No; we ave not far enough advanced for that.
ticesQ" 0 children work in your department? A.—There are only two appren-

A"‘NO, 8i

Q—~What are their ages? A.—16 to 19 years.

make arove you any complaint to make? A.—No, sir; I have no complaint to
at v ¢ Only they do not fulfil all their obligations. They engaged us for two months
us v]vlo dollars and our wages have not 'been increased. They should have discharged
® all at the end of two months if they did not wish to increase our wages.
~—tlave you any other complaint to make? A.—No; not that 1 know of.
Q.—Are the cartridges or howitzers or shells filled in the department in which
You work? A.__No, sir. We have filled large and small shells, since | am there, in
my ‘depal'tment, but it was in a separate room and as an experiment. Afterone ex-
?:l‘{‘ment they had filled a she!l and could not take off the ras check; the shell was
of PoWder, and they Lrought it to me 1o cut the gas check.
had veur - D6y had vot warned you that it was full? ~ A.~-They only told me they
Wet it, had I known there was powder in it, 1 would not have cdt it.

—

March 3rd, 1888.
Lawrexce StArFoRrD, of Quebee, Bmigration Agent, sworn.

By Mr. Freen —
A.x%-e;We understand you are Emigration Agent for the Dominion of Canada?

%-“DO. You reside in Quebec? A.—Yes.

ival VI8 it your duty, or part of your d igr their ar-

' y, or part of your duty to sce to the emigrants on their ar

it: zt.?:t the Port of Quebec? A.—Ves; I sce most of them, We are at the ship on
wrival.  The ship has to get a clearance from us. 1

do it. We have a form
. Printed, ang Tor my assistant fll it up.

DOm(ii{;n.oeS your field of duty extend beyond Quebec? A.—Yes; all over the

age ? 'KDO you take cognizance of others, besides cmigrants who arrive by steer-
80Ime nf ﬁTsaloon passengers, as a rule, know how to take care of themselves. Std},
em call upon us. Some of them have lotters of introduction to the BEmi-
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gration Agent, or they want information about some part or another for Canada, and
we always give them the best information we can. 4

Q.—Do you keep statements, showing the ages, sexes, nationalities, and so om
of arriving emigrants? A.—Yes.

Q.—ﬁave you any means of determining whether those emigrants who arrive
pay their own passage, or are aided by societies, or by charitable organizations 18
the old Country ? A.—On the arrival of a steamship we see the passenger list, but
there is nothing on that that would give us this information.

Q.—Are you able to tell us what mcans steerage passengers, as a rule, have
when they arrive at the Port of Quebec? A.—No.

Q.—Do you make any enquiries in order to find out ? A.—Well, to a very limited
extent. The steerage passengers, as a rule, are not very wealthy, still there are #
good many amongst them who are what are called intermediate passengers ,and when
we come to have a conversation with them, by degrees they commence to talk over
their prospects, and then we are generally able to tell whether they are persons ©
means or not.

Q.—About what proportion of the emigrants arriving at this Port require finan:
cial asaistance ? A.—Waell, this assistance varies at times. Until eighteen hundred
and seventy-one, after Confederation, from the time the emigrants began to arrive
here by steamers in large numbers, the portion requiring assistance was very sma
indeed. 'The great majority of them come here in possession of through tickets, aid
to their destinations in the Province of Ontario, and in the Province of Quebec
Finally, the Governments, particularly that of the Province of Ontario, came to the
conclusion that as emigraunts of all classes were in such domand throughout the coun-
try, and were 8o very profitable to the country, that they ought to be granted free passes
from Quebec to wherever they wished to go, if they did not possess the means to pay
their passage, or were possessed of very little money. I recollect at that time my
opinion was asked as to what effect this would have, and I said it would tend to in
crease the number of emigrants very much indeed. And not only that year, but the
following years, free tickets were granted emigrants to their destination, and very
few paid their passage beyond Quebec. This continued, I think, until the latter
part of eighteen hundred and seventy-five, when the free ticket system was practi
cally abolished. I think it was in eighteen hundred and seventy-one that the ar
rangement was entered into.

Q.—Was there not a conference of Provincial and Dominion Ministers at which
that was settled? A.—Yes; the Hon. Mr. Duncan was our Minister. I think it waé
in eighteen hundred and seventy-one.

Q.—Was not the Hon, Mr. Letellier acting for the Dominion at that time? A.—
No.

Q.—This is u matter of history, of course. To what parts of the Dominion d0
the steerage emigrants mostly go? A.—TUp to the Fresent time, the majority
have always gone to Ontario, very largely, more than half. I may say three-fourth?

o to Outario. Latterly, of course, within the last few years, since the Canadia?
acific Railway has been opened, a considerable number have gone to Manitoba an!
the Northwest.

Q.—Is there much demand for these emigrants in the province of Quebec.f
A.—There is in the Bastern Townships, but here, in the (Province of Quebec, there 13
comparatively no demand, except for a fow household servants and farm hand#®
Farm hands are always in demand.

Q.—Is there any demand in this province for mechanics ?  A.—Not much outr
side the city of Montreal-—occasionally in the Lastern Townships theve is.

Q.—Are you uble to supply the demand for any class of mechanics that is madé
upon you? A.—Not always at the time.

Q.—What proportion of the emigrants arriving would be adults ? A.——Abou?
two-thirds—probably one-third would be children and infants, that is to say, childre®
under twelve years of age.
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_ Q—Do many single young women come to Canadsa ? A.—A considerable num-
b‘r', _+here js a considerable number of single girls come out attached to their
families, but the number who are single, and who come out by themselves is not 8o
arge,

Q.—Is the demand for single young women, a8 domestic servants, greater than
the Supply ? A.—The demand is far ahead of the supply, and always has been.

. Q—Do you know if it is a cause of hardship to emigrants in consequence of
theiy arriving late in the season ? A.—Well, it is always more difflcult in Qctober
to find employment in farm work, and it is not to their advantage to come after the
'stof October. Tn fact after the first of October it would not be advisable to come.
ave always been of that opinion,

Q—

. Do you think it wise of these people to come here at the beginning of
Winter oxcept they are coming to friends ? = A.—No, I think it is not wise except
they are coming to friends.

Q—Can you give information respecting children of either sex who are sent to
Canada by charitable organizations ? A.—We see these children at Quebec when
they arrive, They land here every spring and summer—I do not know much about
them, They all go to Ontario, and a certain number of these children—far the
larger Dumber—are children who are sent out and brought out by philanthropists
Who take them to homes at Knowlton aud Belleville, keep them there a certain
time 4nq then find them homes amongst charitable people with the assurance th'at
they wiil be well treated and cared for  Another portion of emigrants are the in-
mates of Pooy Law Unions, and these Poor Law Unions pay certain parties nine,
ten or eloven pounds a head upon their underraking to place them in Canada and it
18 done. The I'mperial Government has got something to say in the matter and
1t s thig . That they be visited by each Dominion Government Agent who
gersonally certifies that they are well and gives a report of each individual that the

%0r Laws of Gireat Britain have consented should emigrate. Others are merely
Orphans taken up promiscuously. I do not know that our Government has any
control over them. They are hired out and some are educated by the parties who
take thom, They have a particular form of engagement. These are sent out by
Doctor Burnardo—a gentleman who has done much good among the poor of the
a8t end of London—Miss Macpherson, Miss Rye and others.  Her children are also
engaged under a certain form of engagement. I do not kuow if these forms are all
:hé‘; ; I. 0 not presume they are, but they have some printed form which they make

arties sign,
chil Q-~Hasgit ever been any part of your duty to make an examination of the
lldren after they have been placed out ? A.—Tt has.
w UQ-“What is_your experience of the children, do they do well ? ) A.—I think so.

&', personally I cannot answer, it is my assistant who sees to this. There are a
Thew —. 2umber placed in the district of Rimouski. These are Catholic children.
favey. Were placed there by the Rev. Cardinal Manning, and the report is very
he (;lable hese children are placed out with good people, and are strong, and

althy. They are chiefly placed out with families,
a o these children impress you as being physically sonnd, and likely to grow

P, a0d be strong and healthy? A.—Such is my opinion.

No- ~I su LFO% you have not been able to judge of their moral character? A.—

Say’i We would not know about that, particularly at the time; but what these people

o % that the children are well behaved and obedient, and they take a great dealof
18 %0 give them a good moral religious training.

iﬂlik%iy Have you any statistics, at hand, which will enable yon to know if it

and v,3. O DOt that these children will turn out bad, and get into the reformatories
8‘ 80087 A —No; not at all.

on o}, ~—Have you any idea of the number of these children that become dependent
Arity? A—No’; T have not. The greater number are in Ontario, and 1t would
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require me to have some means of information, that I have not got, in order to be
able to answer you.

Q.—So far as you have knowledge of the placing of these children, do they
remain where they are placed or do they wander away after a while? A.—That i8
another thing I am pot in a position to say, but from what I am told, I am of the -
opinion that most of them remain where they are placed. I have no doubt, at all,
that some of the bigger ones will change their situations and places of residence, in
80 large a country as this, and where it is 8o convenient, in many cases, for them to
cross the Line. If a person is not contented, no doubt it would be hard to keep him,
if they are of a good size.

Q.—When a male or female emigrant receives what is called an assisted passage,
& certificate is required from the other side? A.—Yes.

Q.—What is the nature of that certificate ? A.—The nature of that certificate
is, they have applied tosome person of respectability and responsibility, either a cler-
gyman or a magistrate, in their immediate neighborhood, that they have a good
c}l:aracter, and that they are proceeding to Canada with the intention of settling
there.

Q.—Has it been part of your duty to examine these certificates? A.—It has in
a great many cases. :

Q.—Do you consider that it would be possible that a clergyman, or a man repre-
senting himself to be a clergyman, could go on board a steamship, at Liverpool, and
sign these certificates in bulk, without knowing or seeing the person for whom he
signs the certificates? A.—It is quite possible that it could be done, but I do not
think it very probable.

Q.—Have these people come to you with certificates in their hands bearing the
same signature, and in the same handwriting, one after another ? A.—The emigrauts
do not carry them. These certificates, upon which the emigrants have been accus-
tomed to get an assisted passage, are given to the steamship owners.

Q.—A witness in Montreal testified before this Commission that when in Liver-
pool he saw an agent who assumed to be a clergyman come into some part of the
ship and xign these certificates one after the other, or atleast the envelopes in which
he believed them to be placed. He says that he saw him sign them in batches
without knowing their contents ? A.—If he did that it was only the purser of the
ship, the emigrant keeps possession of a form and I think that it is on that form
generally thut he gets the cheap ticket.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Must not an emigrant have a certificate before he gets his ticket ? A.—VYes.
But he leaves it with the agent of the steamship at the office.

Q.—If he had it duly signed would not any clergyman or a person apparently &
clergyman countersign these certificates ? A.—It would not be necessary, not on
board, because it is presumed that before he gets that ticket he has proved his char-
acter. The ticket agent is the only one who would do anything of that kind.

By Mr. Wause :(—

Q.—Might it not be that the clergyman was a member of some of these charita-
ble societies, and that other members had certified to him as President or spiritual
director, as to the character of these emigrants ? A.—I1 do not know. When the
children get these society passages, I never see any of these applications for cheap
passage—not on the part of children, but it is agricultural families and grown up
people apart from the children that would get them.

By Mr, HEakEs :(—

Q.—What proportion of the emigrants who land in Quebec are undesirable ?
A.—A very small proportion.
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Q.—Would there e any of these people who from physical causes are upa:ble to
€arn their own living ‘l?) A.Z-Most of Eher]r)x would be able to earn their own living on
account of age. Some lads find their way out here, town lads, that we have not always
89t work in the town for and, as they have been accustomed to town life, they

IVe some trouble, These are the lads that give most trouble and in many places
oth in Liverpool, Glasgow and Bristol they just hide down in the hold b.efore t:he
8hip geayty and perhaps do not turn up for many days, and come here as city waifs.
© have had ag many as one hundred to one hundred and ﬁf'ty_ a year, lax}d in Que-
€C. 1do not know any possible way of putting an .end to this sort of thing. T}}o
only way that T know of would be to make the ship take them back. The ship
80¢8 up the river to Montreal and generally a few minutes before she leaves the
Wharf, out Jjumps a few of these boys.

?

Q—Do you know what the general character of these stowaway bo.ys are

‘é‘h‘ln askinjé them, they generaﬁy gay they have worked as labourers about
ar

ves, foundries and places where ships come from, and they generally want to get
Work in the citjes,

D

will What is their general character ? A.—Some of them, when they get money,
Ul not work. .
Q—Do you know any kind of emigrants who come out from the Recgnll Refor-
Matory, near London ? A.—Yes; they have got an agentin Melbourne, P.Q.

—

. hat is the age of the boys? = A.—They are grown up boys of from sixteen
te eighteen

Q—Can you tell us if they are a desirable class of emigrants ? A—Ml Cole,

Who lives a¢ {Ielbourne, gets pgjid for that; he gets something for placing them ouct.

'3 & farm school where they come from ; a kind of reformatory in Surrey, England.
88 Redhill boys have been pretty good boys.

o 1mean morally ? A.—I cannot tell.

emig, ’;“ts OW are they physically ? A.—Physically, they are a good healthy class of

ants, |

~—Wh i If-help Emigration Society ? A.—I think they
Send oyt 4 p:'?t:iyo gggdtgll::s]z gg :}I‘xfi;fants. I%V}?a cagnnot tell them when they: land here;
ot Lknow personally. I am acquainted withsome of the members of the Society, and
o Course ¢ ey are philantropists who subscribe money; and they are something like
" Soeciety of London, of which the late Honorable Lady Herbert wa. Secre-
© Summer before last. Then we were having all females; and [ think the
Seli-help Emigration Society is running pretty much in the same groove as this.

By Mr. ArmstRONG —

sto Q~Do you find any great demand for mechanics ? A.—Occasiorally for some
1€ masons and some carpenters.

1 ~What demand did you have the past year for mechanics; and for what

s P A— me were from Ottawa ; some were from Hamilton; some were from

lar’ldOn; and some were from the Eastern Townships. But the demand was 11011); fo‘r

Sucghe Yumbers. T have had applications at times for some particular kind of labour,
38 weavers, at Hamilton—I think cotton weavers,

Do you know if the parties who made the demand were the managers of the
!N those neighbourhoods, and builders ? A.—I presume 8o.

labo Q"‘Did it ever strike you that these demands were qccasiong,d on acc;)untﬁt))lf"
th atm troubles? A Y 4o not think so; they were not in sufficient numbers .

o —

faetol.i o8

e (%.~Do You know if any of these mechanics have received assisted passages, on
t Plea of bing far labourers ? A.—Well, Ido not know. It think it is quite
S8ible that some of th

recei tickets in that way. I would
I&:}ﬁ. be Tab]e to tell thouy em may have received passage tickets in y

, for when the passenger list is made out, it is not so easy to
® Purser takes that list, and he will not be exact in giving them. Most of
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them are labourers who come on board, and he finds it more convenient to put the®
down as labourers.
Q.—Do the steamship companies take proper care to find out if they are m¢
chanics ?  A.—1 think they merely sell them a ticket and allow them to go on boa
Q.—They do not see whether they have got their tools, and whether these ool?
are farming implements or a carpenter’s or machinist's tools? A.—They 8
examined by the Emigration Commissioner, who see that none but healthy people 8
on bourd. I do not think any steps are taken to tind out what trade a man is.
Q.—You do not know if any steps are taken to see whether the description 08
the passenger list is correct? A.—No.
Q.—These parties who were sent out by Miss Rye, Dr. Bernardo, Miss Ma¢
%hersou and others, are they solely sustained by money from the old country ? A~
es. :
Q.—They received no support from the Dominion Government? A.—I think
they got something for each individual child, but I am not certain. That is 8"
ranged at Ottawa. 9
Q.—When they land here in Quebec, who pays their fare into the interiof
A.—The Provincial Government. We cannot tell them from the others, We cann®
tell whether they we:e assisted or not when they land on the wharf here. There #
nothing to distinguish the oune from the other, and, as [ said at the beginning of v
evidence, until lately, everyons used to gei a free pass until a few yoars ago. A fo
years ago the Dominion Government declined to pay fur emigrants, and for the last
fow years even farmers have paid their passage, and servant men. )
Q.—Was not any assistance given the last few years—two or three year?
A.--We have done a little through the Dominion Government.

By Mr. HEAKES :—

Q~—Do you remember some years ago a number of glass-blowers coming fro®
France? A.—We got a certain number last year or the year before. )

Q.-—Can you tell us whether they came into Canada under contract or of thel
own free will? A.—-I am inclined to think that it was on an understanding befor®
they left home. :

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Then it is & mere matter of opinion? A.—They told us they were going ¥
Montreal. It is a mere matter of opinion. ‘
Q.—They weroe glass-blowers from Scotland? A —Yes.
Q.—Do you know if they came under contract? A.—That I cannot tell.
Q.—Could you tell us what their destination was? A.—They said they wer®
going to Montreal. :
Q—0Can you tell the Commission who pays the salarices of the parties who ha?®
the charge and duty of distributing these boys? A.—The boys are distributed fl‘O'-’j
the various homes at the cost of the individuals or societies bringing them out.
Q.—What is the latest hour at which passengers can be landed 7 A.~~The ¥
six o'clock.
Q.—Is the law carried out ? A.—Occasionally they exceed that, but now thef
generally stop at six o'clock. Until this law was passed they used to land the”.
until dark in summer, and they used to stop there all night. |
Q.—How long does it take the Grand Trunk Railway to load the passengers a0l Q
" take them away after disembarking ? A.-—It would take about an hour for ’
hundred.
: Q.—~Then it would take five hours for five hundred ? A.—They have to wk?
up the baggage, get their tickets, put their baggage on board, and all that—tb®
takes time. If a thousand passengers are landed, and they are not called off fro®
their work, it would take them ten hours.
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Q-*Consequently if a ship landed five or six hundred persons they would have
e there al] night ¥ A.—Yes.

By the CaRMAN:—

igr p ight ?  A.—There
. Q—You think it better to keep the emigrants on board all nig _
18 80me emulati;n b]etween the stela)amshipi com?aﬁesﬁei?i]:{g;vant to get the ship
eear, and they want to get up to Montreal to unlo ir cargo.
) ~—And %ov;?‘t“the %migfants like to leave.the ship ? A.—‘}’]Vell, th?dy airf? 1‘:;1}(;2
SOrry. I think they like to get out of the ship. And, as we have s3id,

Passengers gro lanted between five and six o'clock, it will take them all night to
8@t ready to stgrt by rail.

By Mr. Kerwiy 1

Q.—Do not you think the roads could take them away quicker if they em-
Ployed 5

arger staff at the station ? A.—Yes, if they had the faclllglcecs(.mnt of the
o o i 10U know of any aceidents having taken place Of‘n case, one case,
absence of light; on account of the dark walls ? A.—I know of a case,
ere one childq dropped off the wharf and was drowned.

By the CramrMaN :—

Q—.

: ty feet up from

How that? A.—It was dark, and the wharf was twen

the Water, Tl:?tsidél (\‘vas nearly out, and the little thing fell in and was drowned.
Ut we have

. g X o
very few accidents. Considering the amount of night work that is don
free from accidents.

By Mr. Kerwiy :—
Q—Th

: ere is a lady on the other side at Point Levis, do you know what her
duties grg 9
they

to b

We are very

i arvival
¢ A~—~Her duty is to find work for female servants on their arriva
e,

Q—

the | Can any respectable man go and engzl:ge a servant girl without consulting
Helady ? A Well it j well to consuit her. .
—Can ym}’V ;ol’sl: lvsvis:;shout consulting her ? A.—Woell, he could do so, it
Would pot be required. )
~Is that part of her duties ? A.-—Not altogether.

OT BULC : ho make engagements
oy e ould she b tified in seeing that the persons w 10 I . '
With emigrangg :1-: r&i‘yﬁtable persons§ A.—She would be justified in doing that.

The Hon. Jomy HEARNE, of Quebec, sworn.
By Mr. Armerrong :—

: i 1 estate.
~You are a lar owner of real estate? A.—Yes; anfi I deal in real es
City ~p oRD you teirl1 liethe average rent per month of working mens’ houses in the
ity of Quebec ? A.—From four to ten dollars a month. b an
~What kind of a house would a man get for four dollfu-s a month ; how mm,sy
mOms woylq there be in the house? A.—There wmild be a kitchen, and three rooms.
' would be the kitchen, two rooms, and a smal sitting room . .
“—What is the s:rml;:al"y condition of these houses, and the yaras ot thesedhouses:
Would they be good at four dollars a month ? A.—They are not always go?; éloset?
>—Such a tenement would not be considered likely to have a Pa“gl in many
in.\ko; Probably there would be another privy in the yard adjoining, an
Stances, there would be no closets at all. ] A —There are a
-~ OW many houses of that kind are there in Quebec ? 1 e ¢
Sreat Number, Particularly in the western part of the city, along the river front,
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Q.—And these closets, that are on the premises, would any other fumilies
have access to them. A.—In many instances they weould not, but in the westerd
part of the city, along the wharves, in Champlain Ward, probably half a dozen
families or more would have but one closet.

Q.—And this closet would be used regularly by both sexes ?  A.—Yes; the wo-
men and children have *“machinery ” in the houses, and this is taken to the closets,
and the contents thrown in, or thrown over the wharf. I do not know any instances
where you would find females going to the closets where the men and boys go.

Q.—Have all your houses in Quebec got good sanitary closets? A.—The tene
ments have not closets within them, but they are quite convenient. They are ad-
Joining the wharf. There is about a street’s width to separate them from the wharf, of
river.

Q.—How far are these closets from the houses ? A.—They are in the yards, iB
some instances they are five or six feet, and in other instances they are twenty OF
more. It is all according to the size ot the yard, and in others they are from twenty
feet to fifty feet distant. Such closets we generally try to put as far from the houses
as we can.

Q.—In the class of houses that you have just spoken of, what kind of facilitied
have they got for receiving a supply of water? A.—They have the public water
supply, which is said to be equal to anything in the world.  As far as heaithfulnoss
is concerned, I think the houses of Quebec will compare most favorably with those 0
any other city. .

Q—Then, in that class of houses there is a water tax to pay ? A.—Yes; and iB
almost every instance, there is good water and good drainage. In almost every
tenement there is good water and good drainage.

Q.—Has house rent increased, and if 50, to what percentage, during the last five
years ? A, —It has notincreased, butit has very largely decreased in the class of tené
ments that you refer to. : ‘

Q.—That is the tenements that rent for four dollars a month? A.—Yes; that

s for the poorer elass of labonrers. A large number of them pay no rent at all.

By Mr. Carson:—

Q.—Do you find any inclination amongst these tenants to get a better class of
house? A.—They get the best their very small means will allow them to obtain
The dearth of employment obliges ihem to put up with a great amount of inconve;,
nience. In many instances they are unsble to pay their rent They would pay 1}
they could get any money, but, as I said, in many instances they cannot pay, ap
those who have to deal with them recognize the truth of this, and know that it 18
better not to trouble them. 1In fact, [ trouble them ax little as possible.  In the west
ern part of the city, where property was a few years ago very valuable, it is of n0
value at all now, comparatively. A few years ago, where T used to get thousands 0
dollars in rent for vertain houses, and where, I believe, the tenants are as honest noW
as they were then, I obtain scarcely enough-—that is to say, there is scarcely enoug
coming in—to pay the water, drainage, and school taxes. This, I'say, is not throug
any dishonesty on the part of the tenants, but from their inability to earn it. Thes®
people, as a rule, used to pay me a whole year’s rent in the summer months; otherd
would pay me halif & year's rent in May, and half a year’s rent in the Fall ; but all
that is now altered, and not through any fault of the people. They are unable to pay
for want of employment,

Q.—Have the houses of tho better quality increased in rental the past five years?
A.—They have not,

Q.—Provided a mechanic wanted to build a house on his own zround, and h®
wanted to borrow the money, what interest would he have to pay—say the averag®
rate charged amongst real estate men ?  A.—It would depend in a very great med”
sure on the security he would have to offer—his own security. There are mechanic®
who borrow money on very favorable termns, while others cannot borrow at all.
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Q

hav‘m

~—What would you call favorable terms ? _A.—A man of good character and
g some collateral; something apart from his word.

By Mr, Wavsm :—

Q.—What rate of interest would he ;have to pay? What are the building
Society’s rates ?la z,i([‘ler:; }l)ei- cent. and ten and a-half per cent. The Building
Socielies make loans, but only on security.

By the CaamrmMaN:—

Q-*Supposing he would require it for a certain time, say five or ten years. A
Separg

i : i it for eight ;

te loan on good security ? A.—In that case perhaps, he r_mght get it f ght ;

!)ut by the way tl{fey loan it g,ut, they lead the borrower to believe that he is get't;n.g

o0 very light, terms, while in reality he is paying very dear for it. He LAl

Tonthly instalments extending over ien years perhaps, and from the way they pu
1t, it |

S only those who are pretty well acquainted with figures who are able to
18¢ern what the terms really are.

By Mr. Heagzs:—

Q.—Avre ther houses of the poorer class in Quebec that have no water
Supply in thel': ? eﬁa_—nly% ; not at presegt, there are not many of them. There are
S0me, .

-0 you any quarter of the city where the water is delivered in
barrels 7 A.ﬁ)l t}lfi?l(ixwthor}é z:lre a few places, but [ am not aware of any at all. I
ave heard of such being done in some of the small streets and out-of-the-way laces.
—Do you know if it is the practice in the back part of the city, in houses
Where there i3 1o water in them, for the landlord to pay for the water ? A.—I have
Bever heard of such cases, and 1 have to deal with more tenants than any other man
b Quebec, The tenant pays for the water when it is not suﬁghed in the houses, but
Where it ig supplied in the house by t e service from the public Aqueduct, it is paid
by the landlord The landlord is responsible to the Corporatan for the payment of
€ Water tax, and it is included by the landlord in the rent of the tenant,

By the Crammman:— .
8-Have you been long a resident of Quebec? A.—Yes; ever since 1842,

—

and 5, hey were a healthy strong people even at that time? ~ A.—Very healthy
0d strong, . )
d ?-~Knd then there was not much talk about the sanitary inspector in those
ays

A—Well; we always had a health committee in name. The city is very
heam‘y »8nd the citizens enjoy good health, and live as long as most people.
—And they always had that reputation ? A.—I think so.

WiLLiay Dickson, Foreman it the Govetnment Cartridge Factory, sworn.

By Mr. Kerwin:—
. Q—Are you aware that a great number of accidents have happened to children
it the Government Cartridge Factory ? A.—Not a very large number, four or five,
that is, men and boysg,
¢ v —How do these accidents occur ? A.—From machines some of them, some
he girlg work,

—

. rally i ildr i k that would in-
Volve the'u.‘obz;)r:l geuerally place girls and children to a kind of wor

AR g near the machinery, or having to do with it? A.—If boys and
8irls wilg geot in the wrong place, why an accident may occur.
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Q.—You have got children there? A.—Yes.

Q.—Am T to understand that the children have no business around this
machinery ? A.—They have no business underneath the machines, nor any other
person. If a boy has to work a machine, he has no business to go this side or that
side or get underneath it.

Q.—Ts he supposed to put his fingers in there for fun? A.—Yes; T believe they
did do that.

Q.—You believe they put their fingers in there for fun? A.—No; I do not be:
lieve they intended to hurt themselves, but they are very careless sometimes, and
need a great deal of looking after.

Q.—Did you ever impose any fines on the employees ? A.—Not without
authority.

N Q.—You would not impose a fine first, and get the authority afterwards? A.—
0.

Q.—Are you in a position to state the age of the youngest child working in the
factory ?  A.—The last that came in was twelve last %irthdny, and he came in three
or four months ago, and they come in at that now. The youngest at present at work
in the factory, is above thirteen. I did know one boy who said he was twelve, and I
found out during the day, that he was only eleven, and I sent him about his business.

Q.—Did you ever know any children to be beaten or badly treated ? A.—There
never was one ever got a beating.

Q.—Could they get a beating without your knowledge ? A .—No.

By Mr. CarsoN:—

Q.—Could they be beaten by any party in authority over them, such as the
overlookers in each flat? A.—Oh, no.

Q.—Iow long would a child remain in the factory at twenty cents a day until
he was raised ? A, —Well they begin to work at twenty cents, and they are put to
do a certain class of work.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—1Is it done by the piece or by the job ? A.—By the week.

Q.—How long do they remain in the factory before they receive an increase of
~alary ?  A.—A couple of weeks.

Q.—How much are they raised then ?  A.—From twenty cents a day apwards.

Q.—How much more is the average pay for a child ? A.—Twice that—forty
cents a day, and some of them receive as high as sixty ceuts. Some who have been
there a month, and six weeks get that,

Q.—Are children subjected to fines as well as adults 7 A.—No,

().—Are children fined ? A.—No.

By Mr. Kerwiy :—

Q.—Could fines be imposed without your knowledge ? A.—No.

Q.—1Is it to your knowledge that a pair of overshoes were stolen or taken away
and that a number of persons were fined five cents a piece to make up the price ?
A.—Yes.

Q. —Were the persons responsible for the loss of the shoes, who paid the fines ?
A.—There had been several dinners and muftlers went astray.

Q.—Do you know if the persous who were fined were responsible for the over-
shoes going astray ?  A.—Woell it was in that flat where they were, that the shoes
were lost.

Q.—Were the five cents deducted from each of their puy ? A.—Yes ; and the girl
that lost the rubbers paid her five cents too.

Q.—Was the fine imposed under any regulation of the factory ? A.—No. It
was made to stop the taking away of things,
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Q—And did it stop it ? A.—TI believe it did.
Q—Who made that rule ?  A.—Myself

AUthgipe I understand you to say that no fines are imposed except under the
Ority of the superintendent ? A.—Yeos ; in separate cases.

By Mr. ArmsrroNG :—

be Q—Would the article lost be re-paid out of this fine? A.—It was supposed to
Q-\Wa.s it ever paid for . y k led
paid for? A.—No ; not to my knowledge.
and Q-*'.l‘he party then who lost the article di! not get it replaced out of the fines,
Was fined algo ? A.—Yes.

article 7 0 you think, under these circumstances, the party was guilty who lost th e
0(5 ' DA.§ 0, but to treat them all the same, I fined her too. L A
70 you think it was equal justice to the party who lost the article —
%;;';1&8 10t with the view to do1 jus‘ﬁjice, it was uEderstood that they would all be
five centg in order to put a stop to this kind ot thieving business.
Q~Where did the money go to ¥ A.—It went to the offlce.
—Was it understood to get her a new Yair of rubbers ? A.—I do not know.
Peth"What would be the cost of a new pair of rubbers. A.—I do not know.
4ps fifty cents,

~—Did the Government get the balance of that ? A.—Yes.

By Mr. HeLRRONNER ‘—

il b ' ow dld ?0\1 keep ba«c]\ L]le ﬁve CGBtB fl()m eac h lll ? A.—The Clelk keph
a(:k by m g
y 01 dels.

Q**Why ? A—To pay for the rubbers.

“—The clerk h person? A.—Yes, on that flat. He
d 1 erk kept five cents from cach person? A. 3,
educt five cents f'rg)m each employee on that flat, by the pay list.
TLrom ¢

ach employce ? A.—Yes, each boy and girl on that flat.

Q—What wag the total amount so collected ?  A.—1 could not say.
mOnS I five cents was deducted from each one's pay what was done with the
ﬁfty v -—I do notknow. As I have already said the rubbers, would cost apont
sup °ents. T dow't know what they would cost, but that would be about it I

‘PPose,

occm%EDO You remember when that occurred? A.—I do not remerqber when that

Q .C [ cannot say, it might be six months ago. It was a long time ago.
1 ~—Can

mighy ou furnish a list of those who were paid that week ? A.—I think
8Ot proby ly find it in the office.

he hen the girl who lost her rubbers was fined five cents, and did not get
" Tubbers hack 9 A —Not that I am aware of. ’

) By Mr. Amusrrong i—
PartiyYoU did it to make them ‘all alike? A.—I did it in order to show no
' ty. That is the way we do the business,

—~When i o di impose it. with the intention
of gott: you imposed the five cents fine did youa impose it with the inte
8etting the retarn ofl? the rubbers ? A.—Yes, that was the intention.
A3 Why did not you yourself give the girl the money to buy the rubbers ?
the Iigl?e;()t handlc the monzy there at all. There is another person who handles

—

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q—You ¢

all roung A.l_‘glsl(gel;t you were teaching them a lesson in honesty by fining them
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By Mr. lIEAKES :—

Q.—~Was the foreman fined? A.—No; only the boys and girls.
Q.—You did not fine the foreman? A.—No.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Did you know whether the rubbers were stolen by a child or by a man’
A.—1 know that no man could steal them, because no man is there hut the foremam
that is the overlooker.

Q.—Did he pay five cents fine the same as the rest ?  A.—No,

Q.—Could not he have stolen the rubbers as well as any other person ? A~
1 do not think so.

Q—How do you know he did not steal them, if you do not know who stol
them? A.---There was a certain class of boys and girls therve then, that were not 0
a very good character.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—You used your discretion ?  A,—No.

Q.—Did you tell the superintenden% of the amount you imposed ? A.—I believ®
I did.

Q.—Do you know of any other fine of fifty cents imposed for work not well
finished ? A.—Yes; I paid that out of my own pocket. The fine was imposed by
his orders.

Q.~ -Are you in the habit of imposing finex outside the rules ? A.—No.

Q.—That is the only time you imposed them ? A.—That is the only time. Ye&
there was another time, for breaking windows during the dinner Lour,

Q—How much did you make the fine for breaking glass? A.—Five cents #
piece. There were four or five of them.

Q.—Were you authorized by the superintendent to impose that fine? ~A.—NO:

Q.—Do you belicve that you have the right to impose a tine on anybody with’
out the order of the superintendent in such an affair as that of breaking windows
A.—No; generally speaking 1 have not. They are the only two tines I have inV’
posed during the whole six years I have been there.

(Trunslation.)
Oscar Priévost, Major in the Canadian Militia, Quebee, sworn,

By Mr. KErwin:—

Q.—You are Superintendent of the Cartridge Factory? A.—Yes, sir; [ am
Superintendent of the Cartridge works. .

Q.—How many employees are under your orders ? A,—There are eighty-on?
at present.

Q.—How many women do you employ ? A.—I cannot exactly say the number
I have.

Q.—How many children ? A.—I suppose there are from twenty-eight to thirty
two children employed.

Q.—What is the age of the youngest ? A.—The youngest is about thirteen years-

Q.—Are there any under thirteen years of age? A.—Not to my knowledge.

Q.—How many of these children are employed in the Cove Kields ? A.—About
fifteen.

Q.—How many hours do they work? A.—From five minutes past seven in the
morning until eight o'clock at night, with an interval of half an hour, and on Saturdaf
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. ixty hours a
;:e cﬂOse 4t three o’clock ; so that in reality, they work ten hours a day, sixty h
eek,

. : v —Yes
o Q—Is it under your authority that notices are put up in the factory ? A »
1r, , -h ti
4 8~—~When the employees arrive five minutes after seven o’clock, how much time
0 they |

L : t
. 0se? A._There is a rule now, that they can go in dtt h:,,ete?lll::;:?ls 111):1?-
;even, but if they come after five minutes past seven, they canno
a8t seven, the then lose the half hour

, E . . . onths.

~—How l};)ng has this rule been in force? A"‘EtOl ts};X W:?l%:v(;i ir)voerlxltier the

Q—If they arrive at five minutes past seven are they @ inutes past seven
facmr 9 A.~They are admitted into the factm’y'even after five ]dnin P

fthey haye a valid reason for their delay. Such is the understanding.

: . 5? A.—
Yes.: iy 088 the same rule apply to the children who work on the Cove fields
85 it shoulq do so,

. ‘ ~—Not to
~—Have you ever known of children being illtreated and beaten ? A o
0y knowled ©

- ill-treat-
"1 nover heard such a thing spoken of. I never witnessed ill-tre
loent any child or to any person in the factory.
By Mr. Fregp . —

Q. —Have h
A‘“NO; n-yer,

By Mr. Kerwin :—

) . - rders
finge D0 you know that fines are imposed in the factory? Ami By my o
1% are mposed for certain offences. The fines are rarely oxacted.

ty exacte ules? A.—
Not tg e fines imposed for other offences than those set forth in the rules? A
ot to my knowledge,

i i ildren had been beaten?
ave you ever received complaints that childre

k - irl employed in
—Ix it to . ledge, that upon one occasion, a young gir .
lex)? facmpy lost, aiyg;i'rl:fl'(i:bebe%‘;’in the If)acbory, and that forty-five employees were
iged t y

. i f it.
O.Pay five cents each therefor ? A.—I have no recollection o b this
‘?Oulé’2 E:CU}‘:% this have occured wit(,ibout, '{01;11' k{llo:;(;dge ? A—I don't th
V¢ happened without my or er; it shoul . o bad theic b
: it 1:(? your kuowledge that little boys and girls bave %m,d Itb(;*lrle l(\)ftt‘n?ts
imshed by Working at the machines? A.—Personally, I have no knowle bb t i,
DUt L know that accidents have happened in the factory; that persons hyav'e e:it
Jnreg becaygg doctors’ accounts were presented to, and D?ttled b)" gllei(]m :1 :tn;; ! 'end
of the v, ave you any knowledge of a csi;}e where a child returned hom
\ Teek, with only * conts?  A.—No. L )
k Pl ’alﬁnce)wfz;(;ufl‘ori‘lnes? A.—1 do net know of it. [‘helonl) fl:;a;xh?x:e{'
°fr}0w o Were fines imposed on an examiner of work, one fine imposed on a
W(.l.k; this fine was fifty cents for carcless examination. lovee? A—The lowost
Wages 1. YO know the lowest wuges earned by an employee o L—TThe lowost
twor. (hat can e earned by a child, for example, when he begins to earn, is
Went,y centy 4 day if he loses no tin;o. The wages increase after a cetlfia‘m‘ 1]1:1 r.;eur
—Woulq it be one of these children at twenty cents, that wou w‘,;}a“ neur
theu(: gfng"""’us machines ? A.—When thoy first enter the factory we generally ¢
Machines which are not dangerous. ) ‘ bina? A
 or t\re they no ally injured by one particular kind of machive? A.
i‘io" oct by one gaftitclﬁilll'elli?rlngo]p 'mehin):a. Acclxzients oceur with different rrlez‘lcillxlu;z%
amdems Ore or less trifling. I knew & mechanician who wounded himse
3and gn4 W ing.

: _ inted
nstry 0, ou that occasion, cut an urtery, by lotting & filoor some other poin
Qment_ fall on hig hand.

him g

—

¢ the man who was wounded, lose his time ? A—We Werel abrlrfo r:(t) put
ther work in the factory, till he could resume his ordinar ?om£ —?Wé tr'y "
far ag po.T¢ children pai their lost time when they are wounded r ,
" lg)lsmble, to empll:)y them at other work while their wound is healing.
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Q.—T& it to your knowledge that children, who have been wounded in the factoryy
have, on their recovery, asked for work, and been refused ? A.—Not to my knoW¥’
ledge ; in any case, we certainly would not have refused work to a child who b
been wounded in the factory, had he acked for it, if only from the fact that b?
had been wounded in the factory.

Q.—What becomes of the fines? A.—The fines are deducted from the genel"‘
pay list, and the Government profits by them. The Government pays so much lesf;

Q.—Do you know what is the total amount paid in fines Ey the emloyees’
A.—No; I cannot say ; it could easily be ascertained by referring to the books.

Q.—How long must a child work before his wages are raised to twenty cents
day ? A.—1t entirely depends on his ability.

Q.—Who makes out the pay list ?  A.—It is made out by the accountant, Mr
Heakes.

Q.—Would it be possible for fines to be impossed without your knowledgef
A.—No; because it would be entered in the accounts on the list.

Q.—If a child draws only four cents at the end of the week, what can have be
come of the balance ? A.—The balance will not have been drawn by the Governme?®

By Mr. FrREED :— '

Q.—What is the age of the youngest child emploved at one of these dangero®
machines ? A.—They are children of fourteen or gfteen years of age.

Q.—How many machines in the factory are considered dangerous? A.—Nost
of these machines should be considered dangerous, becouse those which are congider’
ed dangerous have guards, and without these guards are taken away, without th
workman himself takes these guards away, or voluntarily places himself in such
position as to render these guards useless, there is no possibility of damage from 97
machine. For all the accidents that have happened, have happened because t0
workman himself took away the guavds, or that he had placed himself in such a W
as to work behind tho guards, that is to say, in a place where he had no huosiness. .

QQ.—Were the children, who were injured by those machines, hurt while wor¥’
ing at them, or only in passing them? A.—While working at them. .

Q.--Can you tell ue how many doctors’ accounts were paid by reason of the®
accidents ? X —TI think there have been six or seven bills for medical attendan®
since 1 have been snperintendent of the factory, since 1883.

(2.—Did these acciden‘s happen to children or to men? A.—Men have bee?
hurt, and children also.

Q.—Did any of the accidents cause the loss of a hand? A.—No ; they were 8¢
cidents to the fingers, principally. i

Q.—Did any of tgem lose more than a finger ? A.—I think not, I do1?
think there was onc that lost even the whole finger. ‘

By M. HEARES: —

Q.—Were any accounts presented that were not paid? A.—Not to my kno¥”
ledge.

By Mr. KERWIN :—

Q.—Do you know how many hours the guardian remains at night ? A.—Yro®
seven to seven o'clock. »

Q.—1s this the rule of the fuctory ? A.—It is the rule for the night wat®s
man.

Q.—How much has he for the night ? A.—Ten cents an hour. o

Q.—The same &)ay .n winter as in summer ? A.—The same pay. Last sum®”
he had a dollar, and at present he gets one dollar and twenty cents. a‘

Q.—Did you learn that the pay of a child was reduced from twenty cents t0 ¢ "
cents aday ? A.-—No; the system of payment at the factory is this; we hav® i

system of payment which consist of a fixed sum for each person who works at ok
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3 . S0 WLO
Machines for making cartridges. And we have work by the piece, and all those
ure paid b

7 the day and work our hours, are paid extra according to the rate of work
by tl;e Piece. h nd women ? A —Yes

~—Are the privies separate for the men & C ? —Yes.

—Have ;0%;1(1;16&:; ljggx'd that five boys of the factory wege ‘hned five cents each
for haVi"g Played during dinner time ? A.—I do not remember.

By Mr. Canson :—

Q—y . in the factory ? A.—~—We have. '

z«— nogvl?:g Sof::l(l]??i(l)[rll '32 th(ey ?y A.—In a good condx;on f'01f use.
"Tire they considered dangerous ? A.~~Not ‘Eh?bt,}) mnovlzn(z);vledue.
=-Has any person been hurt by these ? A.—No y 5

FrEpERICK Henry AxprEWS, Quebec, Merchant, sworn:
By Mr. Keawin:—

Q—~How long have vou resided in Quebec ?  A.—Fifteen ivezlxé :z;le tealor in mill
~—What is the nature of your business ? A.—Tam a who pale feaor In i
?:}Ig‘)lies, Wwooden ware, and factory supplies. I do no manufacturing
1th it, v .
ime Y—Has the mercantile business in Quebec increased or dect eased tfi;]l; :n(gi,e ctxl']e(j
time yoy have been in business 7 A.—It has decreased in its exports; it has
ased largely, '

—In what branch of exports hus} it (ilecreaseed?larirelyl? thlx‘n;E? :;rlll.gef_xgely due
~—Can ive any reason for that decreas —1 this ' °
to the decreas)éoilrlx gt;;e];:)ﬁliﬁ ::((’)f the forests within reasonable dxsta‘tiges {:;)frx‘%lgkgc?
A ——LDoes timber go out of the St. Lawrence in as large qm;nt::l 1esart formerly?
La\\ Understand that question includes Montreal, and the western p.
¥rence 9 -
Q—Yeq, Does it go to sea in larger quanties than fm-nlgr]}", df)wn t]her)] lf‘la)t;e.rIAzil)\?::t
v A.—1 would suppose in about the same bulk—that is in sawn ln ,
®1Y tuch legs ip timber, N
' : lum-
bep 41 .83 the section of country tributary to Quebee, become depleted of its lu
T and ¢4
‘ d A.—Long ago. . —
bee» that the‘res%song of tho decrease in the exports f'romfh_e port ?}fle"(l:—
eee Lo =Tt is the depletion in the output of timber, not the dep cuunbm o for-
nsts, that hag caused the decrease. The country around and back of Q{uy ec,f w * do-
ded of ¢, timber one hundred years ago, Again, formerly, large rafts of #q
nmbe)' HSed J

fo come to Quebec.
Q—Anq has there 8een a falling off in that trade ? A.—Largely. business of
Quelfl“?Aud i3 that to be attributed as the cause of the f{allmg off of the business
¢t A—Yes; g 1 sards the loading of square timber. )
Smaj} 5 there an’y decf%ase bin the output of the Ottawa region ? A.—To a very
eXxtent, , -
Do you kno f orts in Canada where timber was formerly shipped,
f»? 2) v{)hel'e ){\lmbe;l i;vngwa:l}xyigped instead of timber? A.—With the exception
e

: : i has supphi-
0 Where the lumber trade has grown to large dimensions, and v
r‘!;:lr(lted the timper tradg_] I llm(;w of no fther place where lumber has followed in the
€ of timber, ip Canada, o Great
Brita;, . 38 the shipment of the producte or the forest, lumber and timber,

am:gc"eased of late years? ~A.—From what country Zd
yehada? A—No, I think they have not increased.

IF thore has been a falling off in the timber and lumber trade of Quebec,
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would you consider it wholly due to the causes you have mentioned ? A.—No. 5
did not state that, I do not state ‘largely.”

Q.—To what other causes would you attribute that falling off ? A.—In part t0
the opening of mills at other points on the rivers, where it is found more convenien?
to ship from the mills, :

Q.—Has the import trade of Quebec increased during late years? A.—Nob
exactly. T think it remains about at par. ‘

Q.—Have you taken an interest in the Ship Labourers’ Society here, as Secr®
tary of the Board of Trade? A.—No direct interest, only officially as regards com”.
munication being had with the Ship Labourers’ Society relative to the counsideratio?
of certain by-laws believed by the merchants, to be inimical to the interests of th®-
port.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Do you consider these by-laws to be injurious not only to the port, but als?
to the labourers themselves ? A.—I am nota practical man. I never loaded a vessel Of
shipped timber. I never studied it practically with labourers or merchants, nof
have I gone into the hold of a vessel, but the remark I wovld wish to make is thi¥
that some of these by-laws, I understand, are inimical to the interests of the por®
For instance, there is one by-law by which a certain number of men have to be retain
on board a vessel when once they start work, I believe twenty-nine on some vessel
—until the vessel has completed loading. T have a copy of the by-laws here. Th
Council of the Board of Trade heard that this Commission had no copy, and i#*
structed me to hand copies to this Commission, which I now do. :

Q.—As Secretary of the Quebec Board of Trade, can you give us copies of an]
correspondence you have had with the Quebec Ship Labourers’ Benevolent Society !

Q.—A copy of the correspondence, etcetera, which passed between the Queb®®
Ship Labourers” Benevolent Society and the Quebec Board of Trade are annexed ¢
this copy of the by-laws. I should like to complete my reply by saying that Wl
reference to section second of article forty of the practical by-laws of the Queb®
Ship Labourers’ Benevolent Society, vessels of six hundred tons and over, known d-?
double ported, that is, having a port on the larboard and starboard sides in one €8%'
of the lower hold, or similar in the between decks, said ports, if placed in the bow %
stern, shall employ no less than eighteen winchers, seven holders, two swingers, 88"
two stagers. We object to that. Another article (article fifty-two) goes to showf
that in the loading of mixed cargoes, a certain number of men must be retained 8™
through, even it not wauted. :

By Mr. WaLen :—

Q.—Will you please read that clause? A.—It is article fifty:two and reads 2
follows : * All vessels loading mixed cargoes of timber and deals that the full raté
wages be paid to all hands until such times as the last stick of timber is stowed. @,
Stevedore to have the privilege of selecting four men to stow deals, the balance to d
whatever necessary work is required. In case of vessels loading part timber, "’&
matter what time the last piece is taken in, the holders and swingers must be p%™
the full rate of wages for that day.

Q.—Your principal objection is to this clause fifty-two; is that the emp105"§
shall retain more men than the service of the ship demand ? A.—Yes.

By Mr. KERwIN :—

Q.—Is that the only clause in the by-laws to which you have special objectio®’
A.—Yes. .
Q.—Has any action bheen taken between the Board of Trade and the ghix
Labourers’ Society to settle this in a general way ? A.—Yes. If you will allow v
I will %ive a short synopsis. In October, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, tgiﬁ
Council of the Board of Trade addressed the Ship Labourers’ Society through th®";
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S?’m}‘ftm-y asking for an interview, in order to discuss certain rules and regulations
Ot the Society sapposed to be injurious to the port. . . -
i 7 l'eyleltgg e\r‘;b(:died a ~1"esolubion of the Council of’ "che‘ Boax«l of ;I'tx 1?233 :;Ilfd
;?lg t‘ge President ani othe- officers of tho I?]htipllqagc?t[:liwfri‘:n?:lmt?};htg ilgjtiaereéts of the
order to discuss certain by-laws supposed to e detr o the intoresta of he
! A —Yex Seven or eight otficers of the bocxgty met the Counc , on the fith
F November. oic ‘ dred and eighty-five, and it was decided that the obno
bly-law.‘x, ane ’tt;ogﬁi’;yi“{‘hgfﬁ r:vas d-ﬁisirz;l thatlt‘hi S«f)m;etys Sgl(::? n&‘;ﬁ(:t ;,astgg,:é
Should e formul: X rwarded to the Presic ent of th Y. 8 '
1o the twm_ﬂ’:]z}_ lléz(i;:;(}l);?l cighteen hundred and eighty-five, as ﬁansbeizft:en;zi tt};;:
OCumept, here was no olthe‘r official correspondence between t ef t%ce u}l,erchants
nd With reference to a reply to this proposal made on the part of ) nerchants,
pol Marcl, sighteon hundred and eighty-seven, when the Secretan;tr a lrossed the
Yosident of the Society asking for a reply to the letter that Wﬁs sl(;n r(linof' ovember,
teen hundred anq eighty-five. No reply was received by the oat. Srade to
o fetter. Subsequently prior to the date of the annual general r:letel: mt%‘;ent Board
rade in May, eightee-'n'hundred and eighty-seven, that is to say ‘?nded t,{) hird
ighteen hundred and eighty-seven, the Society was ]eglmt | that no
Present  Con 'eceived to that letter, and the matter stands in P
ent,

By Mr. Heakes :—
Q.— Can you tell us, with reference to clause four, Article forty, wlheltll(x)(;:
e se of steam winches in hoisting timber is dangerous? A.—I can only
Peak from hearsay. Practical men, 1 understand, consider it as daugex;)usA Yes-
1 bel: Do you know that was the principal objection urged by ft,he men —Yes;
elieve thy, Was the principal objection, the endangering of life.

By the Craryan —

the - l“l ('he hhlp[)el S 1NRIY p a{ (5'3“56 belﬂ r sty O < A-_—'Aqo y

]ne] [] ! 3 18t upon t)b 1 {.\ \1([( uh N

an w “a’de a Pl() HOxit on Wltil |e‘el ence to thdt“—t‘hdt steamers S.wllld be
o Qd N ! O ¢

ang 10 use the stoam winches in hoisting short timber, or other cargo ;'xrlf)rnﬁa;(ll&
l(;];vel? oring it into the hold—but the Society objects, in practice, to raising

YIng jnto the hold by steam. ’ . N
force 1o g0 & O8 k“OW‘Wﬁether Article forty-two, in t‘hescfrules ar::)l ;ﬁg&}gtx)lnt?,c ‘1: :r;

oday? ~—Am I to answer the question with re erence to all t rticles
z)f‘unde.mt“ml that all the articl(:s are in force at the pre-ent time, with thebexce!&tégg
Whior}',sle-le fifty, which has been repealed, and that two ne}»]v %l‘fclic!esdh':lfarfggg ddec
that s o¢b are that nine laborers be cmployed in the hold in i ' ,
may prat the 5”‘“"1‘5 may attend to the lines on deck, and that in large shlgs. thslrl'z
cop be an extrg winch man on the after winches., This is also to be found in
Vol By-Lws just submitted to you.

By Mr, Fregp —
“Nr,Q’\Wm you

i i — reads as follows :
kindly read Article forty-two? A.—Yes. It ren 8 follow
i8 ugeq Per of this‘ So}ci;j:; will work on board any vessel wherc a donkey engine
s%] n l(’a‘“ng or disc

harging timber, deals, boards, ect., except spool wood.

i - or ing it into the
holg 571 % do not know whether that applies to the lumber or lowering it in

:~L do not, B
Pr ‘58id’\08'n YOU give us the name of some practical man who does know ? A.—The
*tof the Ship Laborers’ Society.
. By Mr. ABMSTRONG :— : .
i0jurigy 08 82y this conf ; he Board of Trade, to rectify these
"0juri thix : as sought by the Boa ! o
Bjurigy and digicultie(:lso';nezf%'g ;sit w%.ns sogght to be remedied through a confer
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ence. There were grievances on the part of the merchants and on the part of the
laborers.

Q.—Did you ever hear any officer of the Ship Laborers’ Society state that they
were injurious to them ? A —No.

Q.—Then, do not you think the ship laborers are better judges than men who d0
understand the business practically ? A.—Not entirely. I cannotadmit that. They,
are not entirely the judges as regards the matter of wages. As regards the point of
working on board ship, and going where the merchants have never been, or are likely
to go, I admit the propriety of men composing a Society and framing rules, if nece¥
sary, to protect themselves; but not as regards outside matters which affect the tradé
and business of the Port. I think it is quite possible that the merchants can ge
facts brought out clearer, and can form a sounder judgment, than the laborers.

Q.—Do you think that if these rules, that the merchants look upon as arbitrary
were annulled, and done away with, ships with merchandise would stop at Quebe®
that otherwise do not at the present time ? A.—I do not know.

Q.—Is it to your knowledge that the President of the Ship Laborers’ Society
ever asked the Board of Trade to print the objectionable clauses and mark them off
A.—Yes.

Q.—And did not the Board do it? A.—The Board of Trade held a meeting and
appointed a committee to meet, and act with the officers of the Ship Laborers’ Society:
The committee reported, and a copy of the proceedings of the meeting was sent 0
the President ot the Ship Laborers’ Society, asking him with his brother officers, t¢
present the same in due form at the first meeting of the Society. Two years afte!
the complaints had been formulated no reply was communicated to the Board ©
Trade by the members or officors of the Quebec Ship Lahorers’ Society.

Q.—Ix it not a fact that having examined the practical by-laws of the Society
there were s0 many changes required in order to eftect a compromise in thel’
opinion, that it substantially amounted to wiping out the by-laws altogether ? A.~
The Board of Trade asked for a meeting of the officers of the Society with the Board
and the result of that meeting is embodied in the papers placed before the Corﬂi.
mission ; but no further meeting took place, neither did the Secretary of the, Board ¢
Trade receive any reply to the letter of March the 23rd.

By Mr. HEaREs :—

Q.—Did the President of the Ship Laborers’ Benevolent Society, write the Board
of Trade, acknowledging the receipt of a letter from you asking for another co®
ference, for the purpose of discussing the advisability of repealing certain existiog
rules and regulations that, in the opinion of the merchants, were injurious alike to th®.
interest of the ship luborers, and to the trade of the port of Quebec, and repl}
that instead of sending delegates, the merchuants name the by-laws they wantéd,
modified, and to what extent and so forth, which he would on receipt, place before tbe.
various sections of the Society for their consideration, and report to you the rest™
of such deliberation? A.—VYes.

Q.—And you did not doso? A.—We did so in our letter on the 12th of No¥+
1885, and the Board of Trade received no reply. lt.}j

Q.—T am talking about the letter of last summer? A.—The Board of Trade fe;"
that it was not dignified to address a body that had not replied to their commu?"
cation for two years.

Q —Did you reply to that letter of the President, Mv. Laahy ? A —To, sir. .

Q.—The request contained in that letter was not complied with ? A.—No; tb”}
Council of the Board of Trade desive to submit the names of six gentlemen me¥cha®’:
of Quebec (if it is in order) who are conversant with the timber trade, and who 8 }
willing to lay their views before the Commission. They will come without beif%;
summoned if they can be heard. It was stated at the Council meeting that the
would all be sure to attend.
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By Mr. ARMSTRONG : ~

thig &‘finn You inform us if it costs as much now as it did beforc the institution of
ICie

¥ 10 load a timber ship ? A.~—I am not positive. '
timbey ¢ timber ships loaded more speedily now than formerly ? A.—I think
°r ships are loaded as speedily and I think as cheaply now, as formerly.

(Translation.)
Zxpmrary Paquerre, of Quebec, Merchant, sworn,

By Mr. Borvin —

A, Q’“HOW lor

~Nea g have you been in business, in Quebec, as dry goods merchant ?

rly forty years.

the BQ‘ND“?mg that time has your business prospered, or has it always been about

ore thing™? A T have prospered.

—What is the present number of employees in your store? A.—The number

c]el.ksalways the same ; but on an average, there are two or three }_mn_drcd, includ}ng

t i,a“d the men and women that work. [ have work people inside and outside,
3 % whom | give out work.

Aboyt g this number about how many are men, and how many women? A.—

2 many of one as of the other,

Certain) ‘81 you state what is about the average weekly wages of the men? A.—
Ollary Y; some receive lower and some higher wages, but the average is eight
fage A week, for the men. This includes young men, from fifteen or sixteen years
east o; UPwards. It also includes clerks as well as workmen. The average is at

'8ht dollars; i may even go as high as ten dollars. )

it iy ai)o 81 you state how much the women receive on an average ?  A.—I think

ut three dollars a week. ]

Wheth;;l\. ave you any idea of what your manufactured goods amount to in a year,

eXact] hese goods be furs, clothes or other merchandise? A.—I1 cannot say

five thoucn s BY Opinion it may amount to one hundred or one hundred and twenty-
hundl-e(;lsand dollars. This is in manufactured goods only. And this expense of one
manufactOP_.One hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, includes all it costs for

Xpense Wing as well as the salaries of the employees, including clerks; in fine all

8 bllt; 1ot the cost of materials. )

tl‘oublg;. uring the forty years you have been in business, have you ever had serious
for incy. U0 your work people, whether by misunderstanding, or through demands
haye thease of Wages, or any trouble whatsoever; if you ever have had such troubles,

“Ways t?y been of frequent occurrence? A.—I take pride in the fact that I have

triffjy . oooR Well liked by my employees, and whatever has happened, has been so

leag s% 48 to be Unnoticeable; the disagreement has been no more serious, and even
employ’e than may occur among the members of a well-conducted family. My
©8 have alWays held me in good esteem, and I have no trouble with them.

By Mr, HyrLsronNNER :—

Eent%m\ewhat 8ort of goods do you principally manufacture? A.—Principally
, .\n 5 clothes, We employ tailors for these clothes.
People g YO sell your goods outside Quebec ? A.—Certainly, sir; a great many
.\%m the countiy buy from us.
Q,\Pu O you sell to country merchants ?  A.—Yes, sir.
®ase understand me. | speak of manufactured goods ? A.—T have made
on ®s of these goods ; not enough to call a great quantity. If any sales
made they are trifling. Moreover, to speak exactly, I cannot remember.
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Q.—Do you know if handwork in Quebec is cheaper than in Montreal ? A1
know nothing of it.

Q—You employ women and young girls in your store ? A.—Not as sale¥
women. [ employ many girls and women to work, such as milliners, ete., etc.

Q.—What are their hours of work? A.—At the present time they begin ab
eight o’clock and finish at six; but in the season, beginuing in the spring, they begin
at seven o'clock and finish at six. Moreover, when work is hurried they have n0
fixed work hours. But my employees are always satisfied because when the work
extra hours they are paid for it; they are very glad when there is work. Besides
the season is not very long, or rather there are two short seasons; one in the spring
and the other in the autumn. This excess of work sometimes occurs unexpectedly, 8
day here and there, but taking it altogether my employees are vory well satisfied.

By Mr. WaLss :—

Q.—Do you manufacture fabrics ? Are you engaged in the manufacture of
stuffs ? A.—I have nothing to do with that. I do not manufacture cloths. I woul
like to add that those of my employees who work by the day (I do not speak of sale¥”
men, whom I reward as I see fit), but those who work longer than their day aré
paid for it, and they are always satisfied, and moreover, when the employees work #
little more than their day they change, taking turn about among themselves.

Q.—Do you import your stuffs ? A.—Certainly ; at the present time I have tW¢
buyers in the Buropean markets. They may be on their way back, one of my sopé
and a Mr. Lacroix. I forgot to say in speaking of the hours that on Saturdays ap
the eve of holidays we remain open until eleven o'clock. The same people are n0
always present at the closing.

Q.—Does your trade increase or decrease ? _ A.—It does not decrease. We d?
not work for that, sir; we strive to increase it. We have always worked for that end::

Q.—But does it increase ? A.—Tt increases through the efforts we make to have
it increase, by the quantity of work we do. Formerly we employed ten men or fivés
now we have between two and three hundred. ‘

Q.—1Is trade better, and conducted on a firmer basis than formerly ? A.—I a®
not ready to admit that, Sir. I do not admit that. [ admit that he who begins with
a certain capital will find it easier to earn a dollar, than he who has nothing. But it
ig not easier for him to earn who has nothing. He, who has nothing, will not fip
it easier to earn a dollar to-day than it was fifty years ago.

By Mr. FreED :—

Q.—What is the age of the youngest girl in your employment ? A.—About,
sixteen years, not younger. I do not know of any younger; sixteen and twenty-five.
years and older, and men the same ; sixteen to twenty-five and over.

By Mr. HEAKES :—

Q.—Are the closots sepavate for men and women ? A.—Certainly, there about
half a dozen in the house, and all separate. '

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—What is the work done by young girls, to earn three dollars a week ? A~

That is the average earned in millinery, I have said. 1 have paid some as high #

ten dollars, and some five and six, but ten dollars was paid to tEe more able, not ¥

girls of sixteen. 1 have some ut lower wages, but on an average it comes to thré®.

dollars whether they work in furs, tailoring or millinery. :

) Q.—In men's ready-made clothing, do they make coats and trousers ? A7

Trousers, waistcoats and coats, the whole suit; and for ladies, every thing they sy
require ; and again in furs, all kinds of fur whether for ladies’ or gentlemen’s use.

Q.—Do any of your men work in trousers, coats and waistcoats ? A.—Cer

tainly. '
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\

m Q~Do women work in ready-made clothing as well as men? A.—I prefer

wz:]:h‘imrk; but we have clothing at all ptices. For the poorest as well as the
i

st. Besides the most of the women's work is overseen by men.
Tak; ~—Can a woman make trousers and waistcoats as well as a man can ? A—-
I8 first-class hands, the best workman and the best workwoman, to my mind,
wOrEa“'ﬁ work is the better. Allow me to say that there are men who do inferior
Wwo 0 women, let it be well understood, some men gio n’ot work as well as some
men, but it ig the exception. The best work in tailoring is done by men.
Would o f a woman could do as good work in trousers and waistcoats as a man,
ld she receive the same wages ? A.—Her reputation as a tailoress would have
8tablished for people to have confidence in her. )
Teput, ~—Why would it be more necessary for a woman to have a well established
Pst.c?tlon ? A —We must not lose sight of the starting p?mt. I said : choosing a
I say 283 workwoman, and a first-class workman, the man’s work is superior. Now
accord; the woman’s reputation is not recognized as being equal to man’s, because,
'0g to me, the equality does not exist.

© wel] ¢

By the CHAIRMAN:—

beliee'fbo you believe a woman can make a coat aswell asa man ?  A.—I do not
Inee ;t; Do, sir. The question is asked: Why are not women paid as much
D¢ It is because they do not work as well ?

By Mr. ArmstroNnG :—

e S'\H.OW are women paid for tailoring, by the week or piece ? A.—Sometimes
) Ometlme? the other' C l

re there any who work by piece for you ? A.—Certainly. )
dozey, -~ What king og‘y garments dZ §c)hey make and how much are they paid the
are dif, —I cannot answer, for I do not keep the books relating to that; but there

“Herent, pl‘ices,

Work gy o e Women who work at ready-made clothing work at home and do they

over houyg 9 A.—They work at their own convenience in their own homes.
They &\Afte“ working all day in the shop they carry home work at night ? A—
Cage w[?- 10t carry home work to do in the evening, or at least, it is an exceptional

1% May occur once or twice a year, and always without my knowledge.
at sev‘;: ,OW many hours do the clerks work in the store ? A.—We open the store
Clerky , © ¢lock in the morning and a “sett” of clerks, a very few in the number of
0 ca '® present at the opening ; the others arrive at half-past eight.  Then those
hoy,. nme atseven go home at half-past eight to breakfast, and they are allowed one
oot less, That is for the present time, since the first of January.

'\ADt what hour do you close? A.—Six o'clock at night.
Of the o088 what You give to your employees over and above their wages come out
throy b Cits; I mean the bonus you give them, for I believe you mentioned that
®Xeeptiq generosity yoy gave them a bonus? A.—That is not a rule. It isan
Say that[f)- 18 not a rule. Besides, the sum is very insignificant. Permit me to
Clogg Om the firgt of April our days are longer. We open at six o’clock and we
the smaﬁlght- That is from the first of April to the first of J anuary following, and
Maindg, "Mmber who come to the opening go home to breakfast when the re-
__3wtive, and the employees are well satisfied. )
Your gy, low D YOU give a bonus do you give it to those who have been longest in
Mgy not},) e&y’- th‘? heads of departments or to all ?  A.—That is almost a secret; we

Cite Jealousy.
By the CHAIRMAN ;—

Do you give it to all? A.—No, sir, not to all; it is exceptional.
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(Translation.)
¥
GeoreE E. Amyor, of Quebec, Corset Manufacturer, sworn:

By Mr. HELBRUNNER :—

Q.—About how many persons do you employ in your factory? A.—About sixty*
Sometimes more,

v ksQ.—About how many men, women, and children are there among this sixty?
A.—Five men.

Q—How many girls under fiftcen years of age? A.—There are about ten ¥
fifteen under.

Q—The others are little boys? A.—They are girls more advanced in age.

Q.—Do you also employ young boys about your factory ? A.—No, sir. Som€
times we have one.

Q.—To your knowledge, what is the age of the youngest girl you employ? A.~
Ten years ; about ten or twelve years. ,

Q.—How many young girls of ten or twelve years do you employ in your f8¢
tory, do you think? A.—There may, perhaps, be one of ten years; there maf’
perhaps, be three; there may, perhaps, be five.

Q.—What are the wages that these children earn ? A —They do not all get th?
gsame. There are some who earn one dollar and fifty cents, one dollar and twenty"
five cents, one dollar, others less.

Q.—What are the lowest wages given to these children? A.—Some have nof
drawn more than twenty-five cents a week, but tho<e we don't keep. 1t I may
permitted to say it, there are some of these children hehave very badly. Those We
cannot manage we send away. !

Q.—But those you keep? A.—About seventy-five cents or a dollar a week:
They are few.

Q.—Do these children, then, work by the picce, and not by the day? A.-—Bf
the piece. Some make more than a dollar a week. )

Q.—What sort of work do they do? A.—These little girls wrap the pap®
around the steels, or they whalebone tha corsets. '

Q.—About how long does it take them to learn to do their work properly ? A.~
Some have been two years at the work, and they earn two dollars a week, and gom?
have gone away. Those who can manage a sewing machine naturally make more:

Q.—How many hours a day do they work who earn seventy-five cents, a doll
aud two dollars?  A.—From seven o'clock in the morning to six at night.

Q.—They have an hour for dinner? A.—Yes. :

Q—What are the average wages a girl or young woman mayecarn? A.—Thré®®
dollars and & half, some four dollars, some less, ak

Q.—The women also work by the piece ? A.—By the piece. One woman will
earn two dollars and another, at the same work, will earn two and a half,

Q.— They also work from seven in the morning to seven at night ? A.—Yes. ',

Q.—What work is done by the five men you eruploy ? A.—We have two %
ployed in cutting; one attends to the engiue; another is in the office; and anot o
makes himself generally useful.

(J.—Are the corsets ironed ? A.—VYes, sir.

Q.—That is done by women? A.—Yes, sir; at our place,

Q.—Are they also paid by the piece? A.—The ironing is done out of the shof;
We have no room for it; but it is done by the piecc. We pay the woman ever].
fifteen days. She earns as high as eight dollars a week.

Q.—Does she carn cight dollars by herself, or has she help? A, —I don't kno¥”
but I know she can earn even more than eight dollars a weck, &

Q.—Is not the work very fatiguing for women ? A.—Yes; but she does n",g
seem to suffer from it, for she did the same work the time the factory of Hamel *
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. g e
qus, existed. She was taught the work by an American who was brought from th
nited Statey gt that time. ’ just
“—Does it ever (l)ccur that you work later than six o’clock? A.—It does jus
Row ; anc}I during the month of J. &nXal'y Till nine o'clock
-—How lat, % ork ? A, —Till nine oclock. ' i .
—Do YO?xeg(ii;)e)x?su:Vworkmen and women time o rest aﬁt th:hﬁ‘;spi? ;’OE;&‘
A'\.Yes; 30me bring a lunch, and some go home {0 supper. St b: ins‘ﬂgain to
hour's Intermission, from six o’clock to half past six. The engine beg
Work gt half-past six.

s si ? A.—The greater part; it is
eviden‘.\Do you sell your products outside of Quebec

. i i ? A—~Un
doub?'aThat proves that manufactories may be established in Quebec
edly. : ity Inspector
- 4 —What ig the sanitary condition of your factory ? Doe}i tltl‘eNCIVt;Zmlr)]elI') ; the
Visit it 9 A—No; not yet. We moved recently, in the month of No )
Ouse ig pey and I think in very good condition. 1
'@ are on
fipe o4 re there separate pri\}r,igs for the men and women ? Ai—Titllfsl %V::)rk anyl
Ve men, ¢ that the privies being in the second story, where on { gthe fAat where-
:ﬁy Partner directs the hand work, so that it is well conducted. In
€ Privies are, there is no men at work.

: — 'e are privies
in 45 Vo Put have the men privies elsewhere in the basement? A.—There arep
the basement,

By Mr. Armstrong:—

~How many young girls are there in yougftfactory that earn only seventy-
°nts or a dollay A.—There may be tcn or fifteen. . . £
that e 00 the)(’) fii‘x;?ish their own th}:‘ead and needles ? A.-.—Thalle slseeﬂ(s)thmg o
3 king, ey are young girls who wrap up and paste pa]?e;don H Zee dles? A.—
Y Q.—Byt those who do sew, do they furnish their own thr 1(:. an
% they furnish it themselves—that is for the sewing machines.

By My, HELBRONNER :~—
Q—

ir: si we have
Are the sewing machines worked by steam ? A.—Yes, sir; since
80 engine, g

ﬁve [¢

By Mr. Armstrong :— bsont. for somo
ime Y Do i » employees ? A.—I have been absen or 80
time, bu I dzorllloéntl}?io: 12 E];]:; g?e%(t)l;l]zoiedpngw. I believe it was done f.‘o}l;m?,;rlxy. and
for i1 Wish to know if you exact anything from your employees fg‘ tﬁa fogé we
1. the ugg of the machines? A.—When the machines were worked y the foo o
v 50 much 5 piece for work ; now the machines are worked by steam, it is ;lmfnoré :
th: have reduced oup prices, but in spite of that I may assure you :‘:;egt yonly i
T vk i, ey e b o tory e, prst, ol
v Worked b I say that, when the mac .
K?)fald *0 much g’ ;it’:::? ’ :(r;\(i theg are worked by steam power, the‘ml(;\;zmtf:)nte;
Dene "aPid, and it gives more pay to the workers, and, as we Pn:i ‘1)]“11‘5‘}01‘ a dozen
core® for this, We have reduced our prices. Suppose we pay one dollax A
'86ts, thig dozen is now more quickly made on account of the steamfpt:)v_ver done by
hang chines, W have also added new folding machines. Instead of being
nd’ thls ig now

done by machines, therefore we have reduced the price of making.
By M,. HELBRONNER : —

§oT e, wi g s ot cost you more than when
done by h;:f(i‘gfm X’,ilth steam power, a corset does n y

No; it comes to about the same thing. The only profit we
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draw from it is that workmanship is more easily procurable; but for ourselves, the
cost is about the same,

By the CHAIRMAN : —

Q.—How much do you make your work people pay for the use of the engin®
ete., ete. 7 A.—They pay nothing for the engine.

By Mr. Kerwiy :—

Q.—What is the reduction on their wages? A.—The wages of those workin§
at the sewing machines are reduced tifteen per cent. I veduced their wages D
fifteen per cent. becanse they make more. .

Q.—Do your employeex earn as much now as they did before they used machiné®
worked by steam? A -—Yes; even more.

(Translation.)
March 5th, 1888.
JACQUES-AURELE GRENIER, of Quebec, Valuator of the City of Quebec, sworn.

By Mr, BorviN :—

Q.—How long have you been Valuator for the City of Quebec ? A.—Fiftee?
ears,
Y Q.—Since you have been valuator, bas property increased or decreased in v¥
lue ?  A.—-Tt has increased in some quarters of the Uity, and diminished in value
other quarters. )

Q.—What class of property, aud in which quarters of the City has property i®
creased in value 7  And, in the quarters where it has diminished in value, what b
been the reduction on rents ¥ A.—The quarters in which it has increased in valué
are the business streets, and this value changes from year to year., The first yeah
I was valuator, trade had given value to several shops in the Upper Town, but no¥
part of this trade has gone down to St. Roch, which is the reason that the streets
Joseph and 8t. Roch have greatly increased in value, .

Q.—Do you think that dwellings occupied by workingmen in St, Roch have i
creased-in value or huve they diminished ¢ A.—If they have increased, the incr
is very small.

Q.—I understand St. Roch to be the manufacturing quarter of Quebec? A.~
Yes, Sir.

Q —In the Western part, there are dwellings occupied by workmen, wharf 1%
borers or others doing other work ; can you tell me if in this Western part the AX"‘"
{)erties of workmen,—(Champlain) bhave diminished or increased in value? A~

think they have decreased, if I can judge by the rents as given to the valuators.

Q.—Do you think that the rents, the value of the rents that are stated to yo™
are gencrally well paid ; that the workmen pay the small rents which they agree ¥
pay to the proprietors ? If a man say I pay $4 do you think that the propriewﬁi
are generally well paid their rents ? A.—Not generally. :

Q.—Can you tell us to what you attribute the fact that at St. Roch the reﬂf’s
have neither diminished nor augmented. And here tl.ey have diminished ? A.—’Ao'
St. Roch, the working class are generally proprietors of their buildings, and tb
amount of rent for which they are assessed is generally very low, two dollars 8%
fifty cents, three dollars and four dollars sometimes. Then we base the value of t o
El'o[)erty on what it would rent at in that part, whilst in other parts of the City 1i¥?

“hamplain, I believe there are very few proprietors among the lower class, they
nearly all tenants.
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By Mr. WaLsu :—

~Are these houses in Champlain street owned by capitalists ? A.—They be-
0 individuals who do not reside there. .

~Can you Dst:teoto what you attribute the fact that these housesin the western
Pt which uged to rent at high rates, now rent at low rates? Is it because the
Populatipn has diminished ? A.—The population has considerably decreased. 1t
Wor ¢omposed of bontmen who four or five years ago had a great deal of work, and

k having diminished the population has decreased about one-half I believe.

By Mr. Warsm :(—

- i rour esti the population of the city increased or
decl_ease(ﬁ?ceordmg to your estimate has the pop

A.—T think it has diminished. i . .
—Has the amount of assessment decreased with the population ? A.—No, sir;
Sment has not in general decreased.

By Mr. Borvin:(—

—To what d tribute the departure of these people, you have just told

23 that you thoug?n?7 Otllll:; used to havg work on the wharves in handling lumber,
Ve What do you attribute the cessation of work in lumber, and the departure of these
sh;sel“ from the port of Quebec ?  A.—I attribute it in part, to certain societies of
Wap labo',- Who wish to govern the laboring class of these quarters, and increase the
co;ﬁes' They have by this means driven away the ships that were accustomed to
€ here anq left the people with nothing to do.

By Mr. Heakgs :—

Q—Can you say whether it costs more to load a boat to-day than it did ten
¥y Sary ago ?

Q

long t

the FLETT

~—I cannot say. o

ago ?Q'\W‘“ﬂd it surprise yo); to learn that it costs less to day than it did ten years

- “—=It would depend upon the manner the work is done.

By Mr, HevpronnER:—
N ty i : reased or

dimi s Has the agyrogate value of proper ty in Quebec, as a total, decreased ¢
O:Il?(:xn shed ¢ A.—D O%sti{?; it may have} dinﬁinished in certain wards but increased in

s,

By Mr. Borviy :— 4
Ship Ql;;bo\f}glen you say that the departure of Commerce from Quebec is due to the

3 . . . . N 3 . ‘tain
I OCiety, to its administration, you are not certain, you hav.et no cer
%nz“;’ffi :h? -*N(;; I do not say it is alt:)gether the cause, but that this might be
) Causes

Ly ' . . f

the Do you know of any other cause that would account for the emigration o
""01-1?7 Ork'men Wwho lived in th houses in the western part ? A.—No; The want of

* These workmen went elsewhere to procure work.

By M., Carson :—

Do i i ) ong the workmen or
Mo, you think that the population decreases more among
inngl:ssong the rich people ? E’&.p—The population decreases more among the work-

By Mr. HeLBrONNER :—

feng oo What i, ini hould for a conven-
lent at is, in your o inion, the rent that a vyorkman should pay
to h:\? d omfortable dwelligg for himself and family ? A.—It is to my knowledye

fortap), “oen many dwellings, at St. Roch, particularly, where one could reside com-
by for three and f'ourgdz)lla.rrs a month, -
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By Mr. Fregp :—

Q.—Have many houses been built in Quebec, lately? A.-—A certain number i8
built every year.

(.—Are many of these houses of a kind suitable for the working class ?  A.—
In some localities; yes,

Q.—Do you think that the population of Quebec has increased or diminished
since the last census, in 1881 ? A —I[f it has increased, it has not increased to any
extent.

By Mr. BorviN:—

Q.—Does the Corporation of Quebec see to the construction of houses as regards
their sanitary condition, whether houses of the workmen or of the superior class ?
A.—1 believe we are required to give notice to the City Surveyor when we intend t0
build on a property.

Q.—What is the duty of the Surveyor ? Is it tosee that the house is built in 8
proper manner as regards health, or isit simply to see that the house is solidly built ?
A.—TI believe it is to see that it is solidly built.

.
By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Can you tell us what is the water tax imposed on houses ? A.—Twelve and
a half per cent. on the annual value.

Q.—Is it twelve and a half per cent. on all houses; or is there one charge for
stores and one for dwellings ?  A.—No; itis twclve and o half per cent. on the rent.

Q.—How is this tax paid—all at once, or by several payments ? A—The taxes
are due on the 1st of August. We collect them from the 1st of August to the 1st of
May ; six months due and six months to become due.

Q.—Is the water tax puid by the proprietor, or by the lessee ? A.—We are paid
by the proprietors,

Q.—Is it by law or by custom ? A.—By law, the proprietors are responsible for
the taxes. ,

Q—Can you say if the Corporation loses alarge amount of water tax annually ?
A.—~1 do not thinkso. What is not paid in the current year, is paid the year fol-
lowing.

By Mr. FREED :—

QQ.—1s the Corporation often compelled to seize and sell property for taxes in
general ? A.—Rather often.

By Mr. Boivin:—

Q.—In your quulity of valuator are you not obliged to go from house to house?
A.—In all quarters of the city.

Q.—Did you enter into the houses and into the different departments ot the
houses ? A.—It is the duty of the assessors to sce the proprictor or occupant, and
the orders are to visit tho new buildings built since the iast assessment,

(%.—-«I understand that it is the duty of those who value to enter into the houses ?
A.—Yes,

Q.—In such case you are in a better position than anyone else to inform us, to
tell us in what state generally are the houses yvou visit; as to cleanliness, comfort,
well being, can you give us your opinion thereon? A.—The houses of the working
class are neat enough ; I speak particularly of thnse of St. Roch. St. Roch is my
division. As 1o the other divisions, [ cannot speak so well, but in the division
allotted me the houses, with some rare exceptions, are very neat.

Q —Can you tell us if there are more in a comfortable position now than there
were fifteen years ago when you began to be assessor? A.—There is not so mach
wealth, We see much furniture that has not been renewed and that requires to be
done. 'This is among the working «lass more particularly.
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ac Q;*Have you seen many houses where more persons lived than was proper,
tording to the rules of hygiene? A.—In certain parts, yes.

th Q.—Does this depend on the families or on the boarders they take ? A.—On
¢ families,

By Mr. FreeD (—

th Q—Do you know of Liouses where persons of both sexes are obliged to sleep in

"¢ same room ?  A.—I never remarked any. I do not remember.

o Q.—Are the working class regular in paying their taxes? A.—Yes; regular

Nough.  Sometimes it is surprising.

fact, ,Q--fDo the rich class pay their taxes promptly ? A.—Yes; generally. The

V18 in these years, for two or three years past, I do not know how to account for
» Ut the taxes have been paid better than formerly. 1f you will allow me I will

be © 8omething in support of my answer. To have a right to vote all the taxes must

mo}?a‘d before the 20th January, and this year we received several thousand dollars
e N thfln last year, and Jast year we received more than the preceding year. Ivhas

n.gomg on augmenting,

By Mr. ArusTRONG :—

hay Q.—Do you know of many rich persons who have not paid their taxes and who
Inal: Dot been seized ?  A.—Well, it is not I that seize nor sne them. My duty is to
© the accounts and send them to the bailift from whom 1 receive a receipt for

not Q-_*My question is this: Do you know any persons of the richer class who have
o Paid their taxes within the time appointed and who have not been seized ? A.—
»81r5 I do not know of any.

C «—Is the law the same for all?> A.—The same for all. I, myself, have sued
Ouncillopg,

By Mr. Gieson :—

Wi Q.~Can you give a reason for the promptitude in the payment of taxes lately?
A \y do the people hasten to pay their taxes more this vear than the previous years?
"1t is due to the elections. It is people who wish to have the right to vote.

By Mr. T{gakes:—
Q-—Do the candidates sometimes pay the taxes of those who vote ? A.—I can-
N0t say,

. o

(Translation.)

Josepg Desnovers, of Quebec, Bargeman, sworn :—

By Mr. Kerwin :—

Q—How long have you been working as a bargeman ? A.—Fourteen years.
“ con '\VZhat are the wages of a bargeman? ~A.—Just at present the Dobell
ern ” pays his one dollar on a hundred.
%“tin.rl OW much can you earn in a week, working continually ? A—Wo_rking
eek ally, there are some wecks we work very hard and earn very little, but in the
» With what remains of the next week, we can earn twenty dollars.
—How often are you paid? A.—Every week.
for yo{i\-l.n the case of a barge remaining some days alongside a wharf, are you paid
they chl Services?  A.—No, sir ; very far from paying us anything for our services,
Arge s for the planks in the barges, when the barges can’t get the ships to
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take them, and we are kept alongside a ship sometimes for fifteen or eighteen days,
and they do not give us a cent.

Q.—Are you obliged to remain on board during that time? A.—Certainly, we
are, and if we do not, we are well abused.

Q.—Have you any idea how many dollars you earned last season ? A, —I had
earned something like one hundred and forty dollars when I left the barge. T left
the barge because T couldn’t stand it. Thc agent that hired us— I couldn’t bear
him. 1 could not stay on the barge.

Q.—Is one hundred and forty dollars the average fov the seasen 7 A.—Two
years ago, I earned something like three hundred dollars. '

By Mr. WaLsn :—

Q.—Have all the men in your occupation the same cause of complaint ? A.—
I think in the “concern’ where [ was, there are many who swear at the agent and
the master because they don’t act towards us as they should.

Q.—Do many receive the same wages as you? A.—Some get higher and some
lower. ‘

Q.—About how many get what you do? A.—I cannot quite say, but I think,
on an average, about half. There may be three or four dollurs difference.

Q.—Are there more bargemen than are needed ? Is there work for all the barge-
men ? A.—Certainly, there is work for all the bargemen.

Q.—Are they too numerous ? A.—Sometimes there are not enough bargemen ;
they take anyone they can get to put on the barges.

By Mr. FREED: — '

Q.—And what time during the season did you leave your barge last year? A.—
T can’t exactly say.

Q. —Can you say how many months you worked to earn one hundred and forty
dollars ?  A.—1 may have worked five months.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—What had the agent done to you that you could not bear him ? A.—
Because he cheated to give to others.

Q.—He cheated you in your pay? A.—No, sir; on the planks. Io took good
loads away from us to give them to others.

Q.—Why did he take them from you to give them to others ? He had to pay
the same thing?  A.—He had no business to do so, but he bas much more pegard for
some thau for others,

Q.—Is there a rule that e should take each one in turn, and did he not respect
this rule? A.—-He did not respect the rule. There is a regulation says cach bargeman
should have his turn. Large loads, or small loads, they should each have their turn.

Q.—Then, he deprived you of good loads to give them to others? A.—To others.
[ told him that he was stealing my money, just the same as if he took it out of my
pocket, to put it in another’s.

By Mr. BorviN :—

Q.—Do the barges you work on belong to Mr. Dobell, or do they belong t0
others ?  A.—The barges don’t belong to him ; they are only chartered, and he send8
his wood in them.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Was it Mr. Dobell paid you? A.—We were paid by the clerk at the office:
Q—The agent was Mr. Dobell's agent? A.—Yes, sir. 1 can say, for those
masters, that all they can do to ruin the lower class, they do Wwith all theil
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\
h .
sﬁ""ﬂ- Firstly: they send the barges, coming down from Ottawa, alongside the
barps’ and the laborers are obliged to work on them; and for us, when the time for

arges 18 over, and they have to pay “demurrage” at the office, they send us with
Oan::,’ :«Dd we load planks in them, and sometimes we are four or five days, and not

AT,
By Mr. Wavrsn :—
Q—I.

; —18 there not an understanding among bargemen? Are they not organized
28 Union ? A.—No, sir. & £ e d 8

By My. ArusTRONG :—

hOUrQ-*When you work, at what hour do you begin in the morning? At what

ome do you take your dinner, and at what hour do you finish at night? A.—

load; Mornings we begin very early, there are times we begin work at midnight,

“hipsngezt- the wharves, and we begin alongside the ships whenever the men on the
in,

By Mr. HeLBRONNER :—

We L;}R‘And when you begin at midnight, at what hour do you finish? A.—When

Mop wo o0 tWo thousand, or two thousand one hundred, when they come fast, two

Opiniworkmg' we can finish in two hours and ahalf. . . . . . MayIgivean

Who °n on the work on the ice? It might do good to certain people
¢mploy us to work on the ice.

By Mr. Frezp :—

Q—Do you work at ice catting ? A.—Yes, sir.
shilj; ~~How much do you earn a day at ice cutting? A.—Three shillings or three
Ngs und a half,
~—How many hours do you work ? A —Xight hours. . .
Quapt . 10w many men arc employed in ice cutting? A.—It is according to the
Dtity they havo to cut. There are gangs of ten peisons, and others of five or six.
get £, ~—Do some get higher wages than you? A.—The large axes, those that split,
~om four shillings to four shillings and a half a day.
~Do you help to draw the ice? A.—Yes, sir.
“—Do those get the same wages? A.—VYes, sir.
are —~How much do the men and the horses, that draw the ice, get? A.—There
the ic:me who have horses at a dollar a day. That is for the horse that drags

Q.—Does that include both the man and the horse ? A.—-Onfy the Lorse.

the pioy -OW much more for the man? A.—A dollar and fifty cents. Those are
'8hest wages given for a man and his horse,

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

qunr%:At what distance from port do you cut the ice? A.—About a league and‘\a
ac OOrd-i;At what time do you take your dinner? A.—At noon, or half past. Tt is

a8 we cut the ice. If we cut the ice in advance, we take our dinner at noon.
dinnez"?h 0 you come home to the city to take your dinner ? A.—No; we take our
ere,

Sma| ‘t‘DO_they give you anything hot to drink, coffee or tea? A.—We have a

timg . 0V® in the little cabin; they light a fire in the stove about noon, but half our
© eat our food cold.

A N,.C2ve any accidents, to your knowledge, ever hap%ned in ice-cutting ?

hoyg 05 only on the ice we have to take the place of horses. We take the place of

o8 é‘; Wing ice. !
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Mary BucHANAN, Quebec, Foreman in the Russel House Steam Laundry, sword:

By Mr. KERWIN :—
Q.—You are the lady who has charge of the Russel House Steam Laundry’
A —Yes.
Q.—Deo you know the number of hours the employees work there? A.—IP
winter they work nine hours, and in summer ten hours.

Q—How many women are working there at the present time? A.—Thirtee?
in the winter, and in the summer twenty.

Q.—What are the wages paid to these young women in the winter? A.—I?
the winter they get from fifty cents to sixty-five cents a day, with one exception.

Q.—How many of these young women receive fifty cents a day? A.—One o
two, 1 could not really say, not more.

Q.—Is there any night work? A.—In the summer there is. :

Q—How often? A.—Once a week, certain, sometimes two or three times #
week. 1t depends upon the work we have to do.

Q.—What do you pay for night work in summer? A.—Ten cents an hour.

Q.—Is there any night work done in the winter? A.—Yes. Not very oftet
There has been only once this winter, once or twico.

Q.—What wages do you pay in the winter? A.—It is the same thing in th?
winter as in the summer.

Q.—Is it not the case that last summer these young women wore asked to work
for thirty cents a night? A.—No; they always get ten cents an hour.

Q.—Are there not two sisters working at the same kind of work one of who?®
receives less than the other? A.—At the same kind of work, no sir.

Q.—What is the sanitary condition of that laundry at the present day? A
think the sanitary condition’is good, as far as I can judge. I never heard of any
illness.

Q.—Is there not four inches of ice on the windows down stairs at the presen?
time—inside the windows ? A.—Inside the windows ?

Q—Yes. A.--Ido not think so. There is ice on the windows upstairs, but I
do not think there is any downstairs,

Q.—Is it in the lower part of that place? A.—No; there was never ice four
inches thick nor two inches thick. )

Q—Is it a fact that somebody has been ill there through that cause? A.—NOi
not that 1 know of.

Q.—1Is there not avapour from the hot water? A.—Yes; there is always
certain amount of steam. : )

Q.—Dor’t you think it is pretty hard work for these young women, considering
that they only get three dollars a week to feed and clothe themselves? A.—I .do
not know. rIYhey much prefer working in the laundry to going out to service. Gir
who are discharged in the fall wait until the spring and then come back to us.

Q.—That is not the question, don’t you think it is rather hard upon the girls fof
them to be compelled to work all those hours in a laundry for three dollars a week
A —I suppose it depends upon what they pay for board. I suppose it is rather hard:

By Mr. ARMBTRONG :—

Q.—Is the cost of living cheaper in Quebec than in Montreal? A.—I cannog
roally say. I do not think so. I cannot really say. I think it is rather cheaper, b¥
I cannot say for certain.

" Q.—Are wages in Quebec lower than in Mcntreal ? A.—I cannot say.

Q.—Are thero any young girls working in the laundry? A.—Yes. .

Q.—How old may the youngest be ? ~A.—The youngest is fifteen and she
the only very young girl we have.
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Q.—Do they work by the day ? A.—By the day.
Q.—Do you do any piecework ? A.—No, none at all.
Q.—Ts the ventilation good in the laundry ? A.—I think it mighkt be better.
Q.—How many laundries are there in Quebec? A.—I only know of two.
Q.—Avre the wages in both laundries the same ? A .—I cannot say.
bo Q.—Do you know and could you inform us what would be the average price of
81d for those young women who have to pay for their board ? A.—1 do not know,
nglt l?ure. I know that there are some places that keep boarders for eight dollars a
Q.—Does this board inciude sleeping room ? A.—Yes.
th ~—And is there only one bed in a room ? A.~—I know they get 4 room for
“Inselyey,
Q.—For two dollars a week ? A.—Yes.
th ~—These girls who are employed in the Jaundry are they living at home, or do
oufy board out 7 A.—I think they all live at home. T do not know any that board

N Q—If they had to pay for their board would they receive more wages ? A.—
% I'do not think so. Wo can get them for that.

SamueL Moorg, of Quebec, Manager of the Quebec Street Railway.

By Mr. KErwiN :—

b Q.—How long have you been manager of the Quebec Street Railway ? A.—I
ave b_een for three years manager and sixteen years assistant manager—nincteen
Jears in connoction with the Quebec Street Railway.
~—low many men do you employ on the Street Railway in summer, or about
many ? A —About four or five and twenty. ]
th ~—In summer ? A.—Yes. We run six cars; they require twelve men; and
"€ reliefy—requiring six men—that makes eighteen. Five stablemen, that will
® tWenty.three, and two extra hands—twenty-five. _
~—How many hours a day do the conductors work insummer ¥ A.—They
:})&ke twenty-two trips, ordinary days; market days they make twenty-four—that is
m Ut ten and a half hours a day on ordinary days, and eleven and a half hours on
8rket days, that is taking off their meals. Wc have a relief to give them their
eale—breakfast, dinner and supper.

how

By the CoalrMaN:—

Q—How many market days are there in a week ?  A.—Two. On Saturdays

on Tuesdays.

th -—How long does the summer season continue ? How long do thecars run on
“rails? A _Tast year our summer season opened on the twenty-second or

enty-third of April and we run our last car on the second of December.

and

By My, KerwiIN :(—
an Q.—What is the longest day—the greatest number of hours that & man works
hoy day during the week ? A.-—That is, when they work extra hours. The longest
W Ure they work is on market day, that is when they make twenty-four trips—that
h :u‘:-lg Ye about, eleven hours or eleven and a half hours, at most eleven and a quarter
Sy dQ-hAre they engaged on Sundays? A.—For half a day. In the afternoon on
0days, but notin the winter.
—Who looks after the cleaning ot the cars ? A.—Well, they clean the cars

themselveﬂ. The first hands off on a Saturday night clean the cars themselves. Of
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course they always clean the cars whenever I tell them to do so. They see to them
every morning before they go out. They are thoroughly cleaned once a week.
Q.—What salary do the conductors get ? A.—%Ve give them seven dollars and
a half a week for seven days work. ,
Q.—What do the drivers get? A.—Seven dollars a week.
Q.—How many hours do the drivers work ? A.—Thesame as the conductors.
Q.—And they get seven dollars a week? A.—Yes.

Q.—What time are the drivers on hand in the morning? A.—The same time a8
the conductors. We have a time table for them to go by. They start at different
hours. For instance, the first goes out at six o’clock in the morning, the next at
half past six, and the next at seven o’clock, and so on.

Q.—Are the drivers kept at work all the year round ? A.—Yes.

Q.—Is any seat provided for the drivers? A.—The drivers usually stand.
They were provided with seats, but did not use them. The cars stop at the end of
the track for six or eight minutes—at each end of the track, and while waiting
there they can rest for five minutes.

Q.—What are the hours of labour in the winter? A.—In the winter they work
about nine hours, .

Q.—What do they receive in the winter ? A.—They receive five dollars a week.

Q.—Do you not consider that they earn their money harder in winter than in
the summer? A.—Yes. But I know that we do more than we can afford in the
winter. We lose over twenty dollars a day through the winter. I have often asked
them if they would take what they had earned that day for their wages, and they
have said they would not. Sometimes they would not earn that.

Q.—The amount is made up in the summer? A.—Yes. I believe if the com-
pany closed up their business in the winter they would save two thousand by it.

Q.—Have you any drivers empioyed in the winter who receive less than five
dollars a week ? A.—We have two cars which run a little over half time; they run
seven hours and they get four dollars each a week. It is a double two-horse car;
one is a conductor and the other is a driver. They make eight dollars a week the
two. They go out late and they come in early. They come in at half-past four, I
believe it is.

Q.—What are the hours of the stablemen? A, —We have five stablemen ; they
take it in turns to stop late at night. Others relieve them in the morning. There are
two men who remain there all night. They are provided with sleeping accommoda-
tion.

Q.—Are they on duty twenty-four hours a day? A.—They come on in reliefs,
still, there are always two men at work, and sometimes three, and during the time
they change horses, sometimes the whole five are there.

Q.—What pay does the foreman get? A.—Eight dollars a week in the summer
and seven and seven and a half in winter, and the extra man, who assists, gets si¥
dollars, he does not stop at night.

Q.—What do the stablemen get ? A.—Six dollars a week in summer and five
dollars a week in winter.

Q.—What time do these stablemen get to bed? A.—Well, the men who get off
at night, go home at six o’clock, and the men who remain after hours are done &b
eleven o’'clock. In summer time it is that hour before they are finished.

Q—What time do they get up? A.—Sometimes half past four or five o’clock.

Q.—Do you consider five hours sleep enough for a man working all the year
round ? A.—Well, the next night they get plenty of sleep. They take turn about:
There is a bunk for them in the stable.

Q.—What kind of bed is provided for these men in the stable? A.—They have
a bunk and very good blankets, and they have a fire in the room. They consider
themselves comfortable enough, and I consider them so.

Q.—They do not have blankets that are used for the horses, do they? A.—NO;
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;.bought special blankets for them. They may, occasionally, take a horse rug in
1th them, but they have special blankets for their own use.

i ~—What kind of pillows do you have? A.—I do not know if they have any
Pillows, They do not unless they bring them with them. Sometimes they throw
CIr coats in.

Q-~They do not undress during the night? A.—No.
t —Do stablemen get the same pay all the year round? A.—Not in the winter
<18 ; in the winter time they get six dollars a week, and the foreman seven. That
Uring the winter months, when we run the sleighs.
th Q-~How many horses do these men have to look after, to attend to? A.—At
€ Present time we have forty.
A& What hours in the morning do these men have to turn out on Sundays ?

“~The first car goes out at twelve o’clock on Sundays.

m -—Do you not send cars down to carry people to and from the boats in the

OThing ? ‘A.—That is the stablemans duty to get them ready.
0,01081;~What hour do they start work ? A-——Well I think they start before five
bo Q.—On Sunday morning ? A.—Well. They need to get up to harness the

'8es at half past four.

- Q.—And do they get any extra pay for that ? A.—They are paid extra for that
When extra cars are run.

~—When extra cars are run what do you pay them ? A.—We pay a quarter
h man—half a dollar a car,

tmul?l;“'l'hat is twenty-five cents for each man for going down ? A.—For the extra

to eae

the ‘Q'\Supposing he is not there at that hour in the morning ? A.—He is always
'e.  They are sometimes anxious 1o go. '
themQ"And if you want more than the two to assist ? A.—Others go if we ask

b .Q"Qllpposing they should happen to be late on Sunday morning, would they

© discharged or fined 7 A.—No.
lik Q—Would they fall in the good graces of yourseif ? A.—Of course I would not
© them to be late. If they were late another man would be put on in their place.

A It“\It is an hour in the morning when a man might sleep ten minutes later.
—lt s, ‘

By Mr. HEARES :—

A __Q;‘What time do they get to bed when they are called out at half past four ?
the Well. The others go to bed at the regular hour, but those who are on duty in
Stable sleop there. They lie down.
the ~—They lio down and rest themselves as they have time ? A.—They sleep in
Stable, two or three men every night.
hop, Q.—Do they sleep in the same part as the horses ? A.-No. Not with the
%63 We give them a separate room.
o0 ~—~They have a separate room ? A.—Yes. Thereis a room off the harness
™ Where there is a fire. There is & stove always kept going there.
It is off the stables ? A.—Yes.
v—After they have slept there all the night, is the afr fresh? A.—No.
~—~There are no bad odours? A.—Not unless some come from the stables.
A 50w many men to whom vou pay five dollars a week, are married men ?
think they are all married. No; there are four married men.

—

hay, VioHave they got families?  A.—One of them has two children—two of them
© children, -

. ~==Can a man support himself comfortably and his wife on five dollars a week
" Quebec? AT think so. ’ |
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By Mr. KErwIN :—

Q.—Supposing a man who has been working for you a number of years, is sick,
would you pay him? A.—Yes; if they have been with us a long time. If a man is
sick too long we strike him off the list.

Q.—Before you employ a man is a guarantee required ? A.—No guarantee is
required, but we require a fortnight’s notice before leaving.

Q.—I mean before you take these men on what guarantee do you demand? A.—
‘We have no guarantee beyond a recommendation from some person of respectability
who knows them. We have some very old hands. Some of them have been with us
ever since the cars started twenty-three years ago. One of the drivers has been with
us since that time.

Q.—Did you ever get your employees to make an affidavit that they would keep
gober—free from drunkenness? A.—They have signed an affidavit or agreement.

Q.—Has your business increased the last ten years? A.—It has.

Q.—Are the men paid in proportion to the amount of increase in business ?
A.—T think so.

By Mr. HEAkES :—

Q.—What were the wages previous to the increase in business ? A.—Six dollars
a week. They have got one doﬁar and fifty cents more than when they started, and
there is another thing when I first went there, there were only two sleighs employed in
the winter, and the men were all thrown idle in the winter. Now they are fully
employed.

Q.—You do not run any cars in winter? A.—No; we cannot run cars in
winter. We had two small sleighs, and now we try to keep all our sleighs employed
in winter.

By Mr. CarsoN:—

Q.—You say some of your men have been in your employ twenty and twenty-
three years? A.—Yes; one has been twenty-three years with us.

Q.—Does he own his own house? A.—Yes; four of them I know own their own
houses. Some have more than the house they live in.

By Mr. Kgrwin:—

Q—Have you any idea of the value of the houses owned by the men ? A.—I
cannot say although I have been in one of them. I do not know, perhaps two or
three hundred dollars.

By Mr. ArMsTIONG i—

Q.—Would a house worth twu or three hundred dollars be fit for a tenant to live
in ? A.—I may not rate the house correctly, it may be worth more than that.

Q.—Have your employees any other means of obtaining money to purchase &
house other than by their weekly earnings ? A.—Not that I am aware of.

Q.—Providing a man is sober, industrious and of good character would you have
any objection to employ him if he belonged to a labor organization ? A.—I do not
understand you. .

Q.—Ifa man was sober, industrious and of good character would you object to
give him employment if you needed such assistance as he could give, if you learned
that he belonged to a labor organization would you object to employ him ? A.—I
would rather not have him,

«.—Did you ever object to men, knowing or imagining that they belonged to
labor organizations ? A.—I am not aware that a man ever did apply to me who be-
longed to such organizations.

Q.—Did you ever enquire if they did or not ? A.--I may have put the question
to them but 1 do not remember.
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on aQ_-“I.f' you thought you had a man in your employ who belonged to a labor

wg lnlzatlon would you think of keeping him in your employ? A.—_Ithinkso; I
uld not discharge him for that, so long as he was sober, attentive and industrious.

think ~—Are the horses taken as much care of, in winter, as in summer ? A.—I

that 80, but they do not require two thirds of the time and attention in winter

they do in summer.

wi ~Do they in summer receive two-thirds more attention than they do in
Mter? A Yes. They receive ordinary care at all times. No particular care,

got Q—Then they work in winter as much as in summer ? A.—No; they have not

Winso much work, they have not to get up so early in the morning in winter. In

from £ they begin at seven o'clock and finish at nine o’clock. In summer they work
m five to eleven.

bri Q—Who brings the horses out ? A.—The stableman harnesses the horses and
g8 them out. The conductor drives them.

y——

Is it on account of their not being so much work in winter that wages are

?gf S0 much as in summer ? A-—Yes, there is not so much work in winter. The
h 08 i8 we cannot afford it. We do not get more than half employed and we have

Tessmakers and blacksmiths etc., to pay.

He Q—What do you pay a week to the harnessmaker ? A.—We pay by the job.

the 8lves me his bill and I pay it. We donot keep any special account.” We pay for
T®pairs of the harness or for new ones and for horses on receipt of account,

By Mr. HEAkES:~—

Q——I am. . i ¥ 1
drg m not very clear on onc point. How frequently do you change your
mrézle:s during the day? A.—They get no change at all.” They are relieved for

b he man who goes out early in summer is relieved for breakfast. He gets
Our for each meal, and, by assisting each other, the men can get more time than

Ong
that

do Q.—I mean in winter, when the weather is very cold and stormy, how frequently
Their ou change your drivers? A.—The same as in summer, just for their meals.

e also g0 out later, and get in earlier than in summer. They are all in at seven
clock . ?
» Or ten minutes to seven.

By Mr. Carson :—

vth-~A1‘e the men relieved during the severe weather ? A.-—‘Oh, yes ; if they
g % be relieved. When a man asks me to let him off he is relieved by another
hoypg 5 0, man has asked me and been refused. If a man asks me for a couple of
let hisx’nué f;he winter, I place another man in his stead. I acceed to his request and

By Mr. ArMsTRONG :—

w. Q—Ifs man was to fall sick in your employ, how long would you keep on his
%R? A__Well that depends.
therg?‘)'\lf he was injured in your employ, would you pay him all the time he lingered
May |, A.—We would give him half his wages. We would have to employ another
until such time as he returned to his work.
Datyy ~—Have you known of the case of the man who got sick in your employ from
%ive;l causes, or overwork, and have you known such a case where he has not re-
18 wages ¢ A.—1T do not know of any case of that kind.
ng h-‘lf a case of that kind had happened, would you have forgotten it? A.—I
Y have forgotten it, but I do not remember.
—No ~~Does the Company afford medical assistance to a man when he is sick ? A,

fore Q.—When a horso is sick, do you send for a veterinary surgeon? A.—No; the
or ﬂn;:l]l generally attends to it. He ordinarily gives him a plaster, or a bran mash,

(pill), or a draught. The foreman generally attends to him himself.
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By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—What is the capital of the Company ? ~A.—Fifty thousand dollars, that is
the first capital.

Q.—That was the first capital when the Company started ? A.—When the com-
pany started it was twenty-five thousand dollars, or fifty per cent was paid up in the
hrst instance, the other has been paid up since.

Q.—Were the shares watered, or was the fifty per cent then paid in ? A.—Both.

Q.—What is the proportion of the watered shares, and the proportion of the

other ? A.—The paid-up stock was thirty-two fifty; and the balance, seventeen fifty
per share.

Q.—Can you tell us, to simplify the matter, what was paid on the capital of fift,
thousand dollars ? A.—Well, I will just tell you plainly—I wish to be understood.
There was twenty-five thousand dollars, or fifty per cent., paid up in the first in-
stance; and since that there has been a call of fifty per cent; and then again there
has been a call of ten per cent. on the unpaid capital, which, added together, malkes
sixty-five per cent. of the subscribed stock already paid up. From time to time, when
the dividends were emall in past years, the surplus balance was given as a stock
bonus; and the dividends have always been given and paid on the paid-up stock, and
ﬁe;'er on the subscribed stock, until the whole amount was credited to the share-

olders.

Q.—What was the last dividend paid ? A.—FEight per cent.

Q.—Eight per cent. on the paid-up capital, or eight per cent. on the fifty thous-
and dollars ? A.—On the fifty thousand dollars—this is all paid up now.

Q.—In what year did you obtain your charter from the City of Quebec ? A.—
Eighteen hundred and sixty-five.

Q.—Did you obtain any other charter since that year, or have you worked al-
ways on the same one ? A.—On the same one.

Q.—Were the winter sleighs put on by your own will, or by the order of the
Council, when the charter was granted ? X.——There was that proviso in the by-laws
of the City Council. The agreement was, that when the snow should appear we
should put on sleighs—that is, when the snow was too deep for the cars to run on
the track, we were to put on sleighs.

Q.—Were you obliged by the charter to put on winter sleighs the same as you
do to-day? A.—Yes. '

Q—When you were ordered by the charter to put winter sleighs on the road,
did you know that you would have a diminished income in the winter ? A.—The
company knew ; of course. I did not know—I was not here then. I cannot tell you
about them. It was before I came. I was not here at the starting of the road.

Q.—Can you tell us the exact amount of salaries paid last year, or about the
amount ? A.—We paid in wages six thousand two hundred and twenty-three dollars
geven cents; and in salaries and bonuses, one thousand six hundred and ninety-six
dollars and thirty-five cents. Bonuses, I should have said, are given to the deserving
hands at the end of the year, The conductors snd drivers get bonuses at the end of
the year for attention to business—from ten dollars downwards each in amount.

Q.—Do any of the men in the stables, besides conductors and drivers, get
bonuses ? A.—Yes; sometimes. The other day I gave a man who exerted himself,

two dollars; and at another time five dollars above his wages, as an encouragement
for attention to his business.

Q.—1Is the eight per cent dividend, spoken of a while ago, a six monthly divi-
dend, or a yearly dividend? A.—It is six months dividend.
Q.—Were the two dividends given last year? A.—Two dividends at six per

cent, it was eight per cent the time before that, but I should also say that we over-
lapped the amount of savings, we should have taken off for services. Each year we
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Trite off four per cent on rails, ten per cent on cars, and ten per cent on horses, and
this S0metimes augments the unnual cost some thousands of dollars,

. %—The summer dividend was the same as the winter one? A.—Well, the
Winter dividend is tuken from the earnings of the summer. T'he dividend we paid in
J&nuary is that earned in the summer, and then we pay one in July. We pay the

uly dividend off the earning then. .

1 ¥—Can you give a statement of the wages paid in the summer, as compared
With the Wwages paid in the winter? A.—I gave you the whole; there was between
zlgand Seven thousand dollars paid for wages during eighteen hundred and eighty-

en,

By Mr, Borvin :(—

Q—Can you tell us, during the time you have been in the service of the Com-
Py, if thers has been any trouble with your employees? A.—No, sir.
~—You never had any trouble? A.—No; I may say never. -
Q—~Then you come to the conclusion that they are well satisfied ? A.—They
re wel| satisfied. We really get along well together.
—There are none of your employees that can speculate on the other, on the
Pay ofany of the men, on what they are earning? A.—No ; they do what they please
With their wages, . .
Q-\They are paid regularly in cash? A,—Yes; and if they do not like it they
ton leave when they please, and receive every cent that is due them. If we wanted
\mes their number, we could get them.

AT suppose there are always applications being made to you for employment ?
~—Constantly.

By Mr. ArMsTRONG :—

o Q—Do the men receive bonuses in proportion to the numbe}' of years they are

ouPloyed ? A.—Well, no; not all of them. The bonuses are given to the Conduc-

evl's Only, 1 should have said; but there is one elderly man who gets a little holl‘day,

l‘e:t year, on account of his years, and every year he gets a fortnight or more to
» becauge he is an old man.

~~What position does he occupy ? A.—He is a driver.
By Mr. Carson :~—

th Q—Is that in addition to his bonus? A.—Yes; the drivers do not get a bonus,
3% 18 given to the Conductors.

By Mr. ArmsTRONG :—

Sev, ~—How much did the bonuses amount to in eighteen hundred and eighty-
®0? AT could not say. )

bon Q"Did they amount to one hundred dollars? A.—Oh, if you cover all the
U8es, it is more than that. . -

thay © L mean for one year. With regard to the Conductors and drivers, is it less
" one hundred dollars ? A.—Yes.

swo,i“‘“ Parron, of Quebec, Manager of the Quebec and Levis Ferry Company,

By Mr. Keawin :—
er 9 —How many men have you employed by your Ferry Company in the sum-
Q ~—About eighty—it varies a little.

~—~What wages do you pay to the engineers ? A.—Thirty-six to fifty-five dol-
& month,

Q—How many of them receive fifty-five dollars a month ? A.—One.
8dvey,  OW many engineers are employed by your Company ? A.—From five to
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Q.—Have they to get certificates of qualification ? A.—Yes.

Q.—How many hours do the sailors or deck hands work in the summer season
per day 7 A.—On the average about fifteen.

Q.—How are they paid. Arve they paid by the month ? A.—By the month.

Q.—How much a month do they receive ¥ A.—From twelve to twenty dollars..
Some receive twelve dollars, some fourteen dollars, some eighteen dollars, and some
twenty dollars,

A %—Does the Quebec and Levis Ferry Company pay the board of these men ?
—Yes.

q Q.—Have these men to work on Sundays ? A.—One crew has to work on Sun-
ays.
Q.-~How many men are there in a crew ? A.—About twelve or thirteen.

By Mr. Hrakes :(—

Q.—Do they receive extra pay for Sunday work ? A.—No,

Q.—1Is the lower Ferry gangway it to allow passengers to get on board ? A.—
It is generally so. Owing to the shape of the boat, at certain times of the tide, we
cannot always do it. When we can, we do it.

(Q.—Are these ferry steamers overcrowded sometimes ? A.—No.

Q.—Is there someone to see that they are not overcrowded ? A.—Woell, our
Captains will not allow them to be overcrowded. They are supposed to see to that.

Q—1Is it not a fact that on certain occasions the boats are always overorowded
A.—Never. They never carry half they ure licensed for.

Q—Do you know if they ever put people ashore on account of there being t00
many on board ? A.—No.

Q.—I1s there a chain attached to the pontoons on either side of the river? A—
I cannot say. There is on one side, I know, but I cannot say on both.

Q.—Are there any life buoys on the pontoons in case of accidents? A.—Yes.

Q.—How many ? A.—Two.

Q.—Two to each pontoon? A.—Yes.
Q.—Are there men at all times to attend to that? A.—All times except night
time.

Q.—Do you not think the night time would be the worst time for accidents of
that description ? A.—Well, there are less people at night. There are very few at
night, and after a certain hour, they are very few indeed.

Q—Can a man come down to the pontoon after midnight ? A.—Yes.

Q.—Do not your boats run sometime after midnight? A.—Yes, all night.

Q.—Then, a man might come down and walk overboard, and no man would be
thore to attend to it? A.—No.

Q.—When your steamers are leaving for the other side, who casts the rope
off? A.—The man on the pontoon.

Q.—Does he remain on the pontoon after the rope is thrown oft? A.—Not ak
ways.
A %——Has not one of the crew to cast off the rope, and jump on board at nigh”

.—No.

Q.—Does not this man have to throw the rope off, and jump on board ? A —He
may at times.

Q—And was there not an accident through this last fall? A.—There was on¢
man last autumn walked between the pontoon and vessel, while talking to anothef
man. I was not there at the time, but the report was made to me.

By Mr. HEAKES :—

Q.—Do the men receive the same wages in the winter as they do in the sud®
mer? A.—Yes.

Q.—Are they worked the same number of hours? A.—No. They do not b’
gin as early.
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A Q—Are they continuously employed for fifteen hours every day in summer ?
th"Yes. There is a variation slightly in their favour, but not to a great extent, and
8t is, the time the boat is running, they are not working. )
Su ~—Do they get their meals on board the boat during the day ? A.—Not in
immer. In summer they get their meals at the end of the wharf, and in winter

e they get their meals on board the boat. )
abog . What time is allowed for meals? A.—No time is mentioned—they take
callm thirty minutes, It is at their own discretion. It is very seldom that they are
ed away from their meals,

By Mr. Kerwin :—

.Q—These men employed at sixteen dollars a month and their board have they
discharge and load the cargo ? A.—Oh yes.
~—Winter and summer ? A.—Yes. )
not .~ At night sometimes in winter the ferry does not cross ? A.—No ; it does
Sometimes. There is a clause in the contract which provides for that.
Th -—If, after midnight, a train was to arrive at Levis, would youcross? A.—
®T8 i8 no clause in the contract whatever, public or otherwise, providing for that.
of v, ¥ —If a train were 10 arrive by the Intercolonial Railway with a larger number
th Passengeys for Quebec, would you go to the train and receive them, and bring
M over ? A —Not unless I was ordered to do so. )
Cop b —Do you know of parties having tickets by the Canadian Pacific Railway
A Mpany, arriving by the Intercolonial Railway, who have not had boats to cross ?
~They go by the Grand Tronk. I do not know of it. o
Colon s —Do you not think that the fact of keeping passengers arriving by the Inter-
Onial Railway, at Levis—with tickets to continue their journey by the Canadian
Railway Company—being kept at Levis all night when they wish to proceed
org "ebec, is detrimental to the interests of the city, when there are no other steam-
ow O Connect ? A.—The Railway steamer should do that.—A railway steamer
Red by the railway company. )
—Is there any steamer owned bg the Railway Company now ? A.—No.
Int '® i8 no contract whatever with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company or the
e:;?k;nial Railway Company. They have been offered a service, but would not
of it,
Wine, o1 presume the Quebec and Levis Ferry will not cross on a bright night in
B%er, neither will they allow another ? A,—A railway steamer could cross.
~But there is no railway steamer ? A.—No.
~—And there is no other line ? A.—No.

By Mr. Heakes:—

Q—Who do you get your charter from ? A.—The Corporation of Quebec.
tank 'G:DO g?ou have any drinking water on your boats ? A.—Yes; in a special
) ery ay.
Useq ~—The nfen on your boats are they regular sailors ? A.—They are men well
the river. They are employed by the captain. i .
ang ~—~Have you any knowledge where they come from? A.—Berthier, St. Michel,
that neighbourhood. _
cana "IN casé of an accident—supposing the steamer was stove in, are these men
Pable of launching the canoes and, paddling them through the ice ? A.—Yes.
thepy, " —And in summer then, they would be able to man the boats and proceed with
™ to shore? A.—Yes.
The ~—How often are their qualities tested in this respect ? A.—I cannot say.
Y 8re men who have been connected with the water all their lives.
ave ¥ _Have their qualities been tested in cases of accident? A.—No; but we -
® Used both boats and men.

~—How do you know that they are capable of launching boats or canoes in



828

cases of emergency, filling them with passengers, and conveying those passengers
safe to shore? A.—Woell, we would suppose that they are, bocause they have been
living on the water, 8o 1o speak, all their lives.

Q.—In what condition are those canoes? A.—First class.

Q.—And in summer how are the boats? A.—First class,

Q.—Have they ever been launched in the water to see how they are? A —Yes.

Q.—How often? A.—Spring and summer.

Q.—In the winter season, at night time, when the men break up the newly
formed ice bridge, are the men paid extra for that? A.—No.

Q.—Are the lives of the men on your ferry boats insured ? A.—Ido not know, I
am sure.

Q—Have you gas at the landings on the wharf to prevent passengers from fall
ingin? A.—Yes,

Q.—Would it not be a good thing to have gas on the pontoons to prevent peopl®
walking overboard ? A.—It might be.

Q.—Have you ever taken any steps in that direction? A.—No; we should
think they were wise enough not to do that. '

Q.—But in the fall of the year a person is likely to make a mistake, and at loW
water when the poutoon is below the light? A.—Well, you can sce it. There aré
three lights specially apart from that one. There is onc at each end, and one in th®
centre,

Q.—Still that would not prevent a man from walking over? A.—I think it
should.

By Mr. Borvin:—

Q.—1 understand that these men are paid by the Company, and are boarded bY
the Company on the boat ? A.—Yes.

Q.—I understand you give them pay as well as board? A.—Yes.

Q.—Do they sleep on the ship or on the land ? . A.—They sleep on board, except
when they get leave.

Q.—1 suppose you visit the boat and see that their board is fair and clean? A.—
I never heard of any complaints.

Q.—Have you heard of any ships or boats anywhere on this river near Quebe¢
where any of the employees have to take their meals on board from week to week
and get no table to eat off of and no bed to rest on, although they are also obliged t0
sleep on board the vessel ? A.—You are speaking of another line.

Q.—Do you know of any company where it is done, where they have no bed®
to rest upon at night, and no table to eat from, but are compelled to sit on the floor
Are you aware of such a thing being done on the St. Lawrence River ? A.—I have
heard of it, but I am not personally aware of it.

Q.—You never had any trouble nor any strike with your employees ? A.—NO,
we have nothing to do in our company with any people except sailors on the ferry:
and tke engineers. We have sailors who have been in our cmploy for eight or nin®
years, and some twelve years, and have heard of no complaints.

By Mr. HEARES :—

Q.— Have you any machine shop in connection with your company ? A.—Ye#*

Q.—What are the wages paid? A.—They vary from nine dollars to ten dollars
twelve dollars and fifteen dollars.

Q.—What do you pay first—class mechanice ? A.—One dollar and fifty cents t0
two dollars a day for fitters, and one dollar and one dollar and seventy-five cents #
day to men who can use the file and chisel.

Q.—These are summer wages ? A.—Yecs, summer wages. They work te?
hours a day.
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WiLLiam TaoM, of Quebec. Principal of the Mercantile Academy, sworn.

By Mr. HEakEs:—
say Q;*What is the school accommodation of the City of Quebec ? A.—I cannot
sy BIp,

go Q~—Do you know anything of the public schools, or schools at which children
to learn after they have begun to work? A.—No. )

or . ¥ Do you know of any schools in Quebec where technical knowledge of arts
Mechanics are taught? A.—I am not aware of them.

By Mr, Warse:—

seh Q—~What is the curriculum of your own school? A.—The teaching in my
eithool Smbraces everything that is commercial—all that is necessary for office work,
e mercantile or governmental,
wh Q—Do you teach both languages? A.—Verbally. May I be allowed to explain
ag ?ot I mean by verbally. When they do not know these languages practical y 80
% f, ‘be made use of in commercial matters, they come to me and I teach them just
Th ;g.as they choose to learn. My profession is that of an English school master.
con 18, I give my pupils a thorough English commercial education, but I am equally
sehvlel‘ﬁant with the French language, and consequently can teach it. .I tea(.:h my
theo 878 both languages, I teach them to converse in the language that is foreign to
M, t0 angwer verbally and to translate.
~—You teach them in a conversational way? A.—Yes.
~—A practical way? A.—Yes.

By Mr. ArMsTRONG :—
Q—Do you teach telegraphy ? A.—No.

By Mr. Heakes:—
80, Q—~Do they undergo a good practical training ? A.—It is generally considered

Pags Q—Do you know if they are considered first-class book-keepers after they have
for ;3 through your bands ?  A.—The merchants of Quebec can answer that question
u

» 8uch as Messrs. Thibaudeau and others,
sub;, ¥ Do you know if there are any other schools in Quebec that teach the same
Jects that youdo? A.—I do.
8choni -0 You know if there is any difference in the instruction given at your
%, and the others ? A.—I know that my scholars take precedence.
“—Beyond that you do not know? A.—No. ‘ N
the h'.\Al‘e these schools supported by Government and municipal grants, or are
beli); 1gh§l' schools ? A.—Well, the school I allude to is under the hierarchy; and I
Ve it is aided by Government, )
—4nd your own school is a perfectly private school ? A.—Yes,
0 mechanics’ or tradesmens’ sons attend your school ? A.—A portion do.
Childper hat portion of your scholars do you consider, to your knowledge, are the
o0 of working people ? A.—I have never considered it. .
Workiy o O You know if any facilities are furnished in Quebec for the children of

the C.ng beople to obtain a thorough knowledge of the mercantile branches, either by
C()Pp(;fy t(,"’ overnment ? A.—I know there are schools under the auspices of the
"ation,

A.\?‘\C“n you tell how far the training of the boys goes in one of these schools ?
¢an scarcely answer that.
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By Mr. Borvin:—

Q.—Is your private school supposed to be frequented by the youth of both n#
tionalities 7 A.—Yes.

Q.—It is not the habit in your school to learn both languages ? A .—Only thos®
who wish to learn.

Q.—There is no obligation to learn both languages ? A.—No.

Q.—What is the proportion of the English-speaking scholars, and the French
speaking scholars, that go to your school ? A.—Well, the French-speaking scholsr®
are now reduced to a very small proportion,

Q.—The French-speaking scholars who go to your school, do they go to lea!”.
book-keeping, and both languages ? A.—They come for the combined purpose_of
learning both. They come for the purpose of acquiring a general education, and
better knowledge of knglish.

Q.—1Is there as much desire among your English pupils to learn French; as ther®
is among the French to learn English, and have they not the same liking and apt®
tude ? A.—The Freuch have a greater desire to learn English than the English hav’
to learn French. The English have not the same desire—I will not say the sam¢
aptitude. )

Q.—Do I understand that the French pupils come out of your school in possessio®
of a knowledge of both languages ? A.—They do not speak and write French in 1
school. Any teaching that they obtain in French, is verbal. They naturally unde”
stand French before they come to my arademy. My academy is more for the pwr
pose of finishing an education, so far as mercantile mutters are concerned.

Q.—Do you know if these pupils are well grounded in English when they leav?
your school ? A.—They are.

Q.—When they come out from your school, do they write English well enoug?
to be understood ?  A.—Well they somctimes only remain a term. :

Q.—If they remain long enough do they learn the language (English) in yof
Academy--1 mean the French Canadians ? "A.—The French Canadiaus do their 3%
most to obtain a knowledge of the English language.

By Mr. ARMBTRONG :—

Q.—What is the percentage of those who take a full course of studies in youf
school ?  A.—The percentage is very small.

Q.—What is the percentage of children of the working classes who attend yO“r
academy ? A.—I am not prepared to answer that. !

Q.—Do you think there are any ? A.—There are. I have the sons of sever®
stevedores for instance.

Q—Have you got any of the sons of ship laborers ? A.—Not that I g
aware of.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Which do you cousider has the greatest aptitude for acquiring a languag®
the French or the English ?  A.—The French learn English quicker than the Epg
lish learn French. I will not say that they bave more aptitude, but they have
greater desire to learn English than the English students have to learn French.

Q.—What length of time do you consider it wouid be necessary for a fairly 80
scholar to take a full course in your academy ? A.—Two years,

Q.—Do you know of any school at all, in the City, in which is taught anyt.hiﬂg
tending towards practical mechanics ? A.—Not that | am aware of.

Q.—Are there free schools in this City ? A.—Comparatively, their fees ar
small.

Q.—There are none absolutely free ? A.—Nomne that I am aware of.

Q.—Then you are not aware of any school in the City where anything of a teoh”
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gieal nature is taught the scholars with regard to mechanics ? A.—I am not aware
any,

I Q.—Nothing of a commercial training ? A.—Well, not as far as I am concerned.
know very little about them.

By Mr. Borvin :(—

Q.—Do you know of any school of art and design for the instruction of the
ublic in mechanics and arts ? A.—Yes; some of my pupils attend them. They
%arn technical drawing. I had forgotten that.
1 Q.—Do you think that a mechanic with a little education would be better able to
¢arn at such a school than a man of no education ? A.-—Certainly he would.
be Q.—Would he be more clever or push things quicker ? A.—His mind would
8Xpanded and consequently he would see quicker.
w Q.—So you are really of opinion that a mechanic with education is a better
£ Orkman than a mechanic without education ? A.—Certainly ; the knowledge of
© two in their particular trade being equal,
Q~—Are there any public libraries in the City of Quebec? A.—There are
Public Jibraries.
Not, ~—Are they free? A.—They are connected with different associations, I do
know that they are free libraries to all classes.

By Mr. GiBsonN:—

Q—You do not know of any free public libraries? A.—No.
By Mr. ArMsTRONG :—

of Q.—Do you think if there was & free public library it would be taken advantage
110 your knowledge ? A.—I cannot say.

By Mr. WaLsa:—

A %‘For the most part, are the pupils who attend your school anxious to learn?
"AS a general rule they are.
—Is their progress, while at school, as great as you would desire it to be?
AN ; . ) v
Ot in all respects. I rometimes might desire a great deal more,
the ~—I do not mean beyond their capacity, but according to their capacity, have

Thy oen fairly successful while prosecuting their studies at your school? A.—
®Y have been.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

cmﬁﬁQ-‘Uam you give us an idea of the average age of the children, of the working
genees’ who attend your school ? A.—I have not the slightest idea. My pupils are
Peo i‘ally young men from nineteen to twenty-one years of age. They arc generally

elx’ne who wish to push their own fortunes to a certain degree, and they come to

order to advance themselves educationally.

ALEXANDER BisserT, of Quebec, Pattern Maker and Moulder, sworn.

By Mr. ArMsTRONG :—

Q—Youarea moulder, T believe ? A.—Well, I superintend moulding.
Q—Do you make stoves ? A.—Yes.

at tir&:And machinery mouldings 7 A.—Yes, and I make agricultural mouldings
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N dQ.—How do your stove moulders work, Ly the day or by the piece ? A.—BY
the day.

.2 Q.—How much per day do they rcceive ? A.—Well, the more a man makes, th®
more he earns. We have good men who earn one dollar and fifty cents a day, an
upwards. If he is a good man he can make that and upwards.

Q.—How many hours a day will a man work in order to earn one dollar and fifty
cents ? A.—Except when it is casting day, when they get away earlier, they work
ten hours a day. ’

Q.—Is one dollar and fifty cents the highest wages you pay ? A.—We pay
higher wages than that.

Q.—How much.? A.—We go as high as two dollars and fifty cents a day.

Q.-—And what is the highest wages you pay a moulder ? A.—Two dollars and
fifty cents a day, From one dollar and fifty cents a day, to two dollars and ffty
cents a day, is what I pay.

Q.—To how many do you pay two dollars a day ? A.—That is in the stove mould’
ing. Therv is very little of that at the moment.

Q.~—How many stove moulders have you got ? A.—We have got two.

Q.—Doyou put them on machinery ? A.—We never take them off stoves.

Q.—How much is a machinery moulder worth ? A.—~Two dollars and twenty”
five cents.

Q.—What is the lowest you pay to a machinery monlder ? A.—Twao dollars t0
two dollars and fifty cents a day.

(Q.—What would be the average wages of a machinery moulder all round.
A.—Well, it is just according to the man. He gets from one dollar and fifty cent®
a day upwards.  AsI have said before, one dollar and fifty eents, and dollar and
seventy-five cents, and two dollars a day.

Q.—These are the average wages all round, taking the highest and the lowest ?
A.—Pretty much so.

Q—TIlow many months do they work in thc year? A.—All the year round,
except when we are slack, and then they take holidays,

Q.—Do they ever work overtime? A.—Yes.

Q.—Do you pay extra for that? A.—Yes; we pay double time, or time and &
half, as we call it.

Q.—Do you pay your agricuitural implement men more than others ? - A.—We
have no particular men for agricultural implements; every man in the shop does
that. .

Q.—Do you employ anv apprentices? A.—What kind ?

Q.—Well, in the moulding shop? A.—Well, we employ two apprentices just
DOW.

Q.—How old are these apprentices? A.—When we take them on first, they aré
generally about fourteen or fifteen years old. We never have them any younger
than that.

Q.—Do you think young boys are strong enough for the moulding trade at the
age of fourteen years? A —Well, they are not put on heavy work at first. At first
their work is light.

Q.—Do you indenture them ?  A.—No.

Q.—How long do you kecp them at their trade ? A.—Until they like to rup
away. When they think they can better themselves they run away.

Q.—How long do you think a boy should work at his trade in order to become
competent moulder? A.—From five to seven years.

‘Q—The apprentices that enter your shup, do you make it the general rule %
teach them the various branches of the business? A.--Yes; we teach them th®
trade thoroughly, if they stay.

Q.—After they have served five or seven years, do you consider that you tur®
them out as compeient moulders? A.—Yes.
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ang f‘?-“How much do you pay your apprentices the first year 7 A.—One dollar
fty cents a week.

Q-*—And how much the second year? A.—Two dollars and twenty-five cents,
gi ~—Do you put them on piece work ? A.—No; we put them on day work, and
Ve them & trial at everything.
m“cl?-*Are the moulders of the city of Quebec organized ? A.--They are pretty

w Q—And is there a good demand for them? A.—Yes; and when we run short,
® bave to send elsewhere for them.

A —Have you any objection to employ men belonging to labor organizations ?

“=We have not made any objection up to now.

but Q~~Have you cver had any labour troubies? A.-~We had a couple of strikes,
ey returned to work next day.

~—Mow long ago is it since you had the last strike? A.~—Six months ago.

A uh('l.\Whut was the reason of that strike 7  A.—On account of a labouring man.

Ip labourer one time got employment with us, and he has remained with us ever

Sin(;e

put l?_-\Did you employ that man simply because you wanted him ?  A.—Yes ; we
and hlm ou at labouring work, and he had no objection to do it. He was a good men
mgy s worked well. There were no objections made to him except by the fore-
0, and he did not like him.
Wel 'I~-\\"as it the moulders wiho objected to the employment of this man? A.—
the }, cannot say how it was. All that I know was, when I went into the shop all
1an''s were gone except the apprentices.
¥—You knew there was some objection on the part of themen ? A.—Yes.
tiredQ-\Wbat action did you take ? A, —I told the men to stop out until they were
and that when they were tired of stopping out, they could come back again,
No . —~Did you employ that mansimply for the purpose of giving hima job? A.—
' We wanted the man.
from ~~Did you ever take a man on to work for you after he had purchascd a stove
Jou, and did not pay you for the stove ? A.—No. ) )
ply Q—Wait until I have finished the question. And did you not take him on sim-
2 "0 order that he should pay you for the stove—so that he rhould work oui the
U6 of the siove ? A.—Not that 1 am awarc of,

ask ? —How was the difficulty settled—the strike ? A.—They all came, back and
“d to Le taken on again. They said they misunderstood the foreman.
—Did xll the men come back ?  A.—Yes.
Mo R—Did you take them back ? A.—Yes; | took them back, and there were no
‘€ questions aubout it. [ wanted the men, and T took them back.
v—Are there many moulders in Quebee ?  A.—There are very few.
anq ¢ —~Do you know the difterence between the wages of moulders in Montreal
wm.kvl“ebec‘( A.—Well they are something about the same thing except on piece
. They get more for that in Montreal than they do here.
Pric —ls there any stove plate moulding done here ? A.—Nearly all, but the
Pie ® 18 not so large for picce work in Quebec as in Montreal, but we do not pay
@ work. We do the stoves when we have nothing else to do.
~What is the ranitary condition of your foundry ¢ A.—It is good. )
Oty ~—Is there a water closet within the moulding department ? A.—No; it is
ide in the yard.
the lQ'“.HOW is the ventilation, ix theve much smoke? A.—We ventilate in from
Gould()ot’ and we can open the doors and windows. Smoke is the only thing that
tim. C3USe any annoyance, and thatis not so bad in the winter timo as in the summer
ang,,. 8N4 in the summer time the windows are all open, so that there is really no
Yance then,

Yoon ~—How is the ventilation in the milling room ? A.—We have no milling
53
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Q.—Is the machinery well protected ? A.—Yes.
Q.—Have any accidents happened in your factory? A.—There has been 00é
owing to carelessness.

By Mr. HEAKES :—
Q.—Do you mill any castings ? A.—No.

By Mr. Borvin:—

Q.—Do you use ample means for ventilating your premises. Is it not a f"";
that the dnst, and vapours, and smoke require to be driven away from the employee®
A.—No; the windows and ventilators are open at such times. 1If it was in a clos
room it would be different. _

Q.—But supposing that you had blowers and ventilators, it would be better. D°
you know of a factory fixed that way in Quebec? A.—Not that I know of.

Q.—Do you think it would be better? A.—They could be better, they could be
better improved.

Q.—Boeause we understand there is great inconvenience suffered by the men by
the way the work is done in certain premises? A.—If the roof is high they do 20
suffer any inconvenience. g

%.——-You do not use any blower to send those vapours, etc., from your factory
A .—No.

By Mr, Carson:—

Q.—This man the foreman objected to—upon what grounds did he object to th¥?
man being employed there? A.—He said he did not iike him because he was
Canadian, and I found him to be a good honest man in every sense of the word.

Q.—Is that man in your employ now? A.—Yes; and [ will keep him as 109
as he will stay with me. "

Q.—Has 'the foreman returned back to work for yon? A.—I would never 1
him back. He came back, and asked for his job, and I told him that I had p°
another man in his place.

Q.—You showed your good sense in doing s0? A.—I think so.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—You stated that you took back all the men? A, —Yes; except this for®
man.
Q.—Ilow often do you pay the wages? A.—Every Saturday afternoon at palf
past four.

Q.—Do you pay in cash? A.—Yes; always.

Q.— Do your employees prefer heing paid on a Saturday to any otherday? AL
They never made any objections. They get paid at Lalf-past four on Saturday 88
that gives them time to go to market, and get all they want for the next few day®

Joun H. HoLt, of the firm of Messrs. G. R. RExrrEW & Co., of Quebec, Farrie™
sworn.

By Mr. HEARES :—

" Q.—Do you employ manz people in the fur business? A.—In the manufacte®’
and sale of furs, we employ about seventy persons.

Q.—Male and female ? A.—There are about two thirds females, the rest ar?
males.

Q.—What class of female help do you engage ? A,—Sewing and finishing.
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" g.—What arc the average wages of a fur sewer ? A.—About two dollars a

oek.

A Q.—What are the ages of these females who are earning two dollars a week ?

~—Fifteen and sixteen years of age. I may say that we employ very few atsewing,
8y are mostly finishers.

Q.~—What would be the average earnings of an operative at the sewing machine ?
A.—About three dollars and fifty cents a week.

Q.—And the finishers ?  A.—-From three to four dollars a week.

B Q. —Have you any girls working for you under fifteen years of age? A.—
etwecn fourteen and fifteen. We have none younger than that.

d Q.—Do the women and men work in the same room? A.—The women work
Own stairs, and the men upstairs. The men get seven dollars a weck, that is the
OWest wages they carn, and the highest thirty dollars a week.

. Q.-—What position does the man hold who gets thirty dollars a week? A.—He

18 the foreman.

Q.—And what does the forewoman get ?  A.—The highest wages paid to a fore-
Woman ig twenty-seven dollars a week. Thirty dollars a week is what we pay to the

- Workman who is called the pattern-cutter. He measures the fur garments, and he
85 t0 be a tailor by profession.

Q.—Ave these people employed all the year round? A.—Yes.

Q.—Do they earn the same wages in winter as in summer ? A.—Waell, they
Work extra time, for which they are paid. If they work extra hours in summer or
N winter, they are paid extra.

N Q.—What are their hours of labor? A.—From the 1st of April to the 1st of
:"ember, they work nine and a-half hours a day. At other times they work nine

rs g day_

Q—Do they ever work at night? A—Yes; three months in the year. They
Work three hours every night, from half-past siz to half-past nine.

m Q.—Do they go home to their meals ? A.—They can, if they wish to; but they

Ostly bring their meals with them, and eat them in the shop.
A %.~Do they have a separate room in the shop in which to eat their meals ?
-~No. -
8t R —How many stories high is your building now ? A.—Our building is five
Ories high in all; and we have put on an extra story.
Q.—What kind of a stairway have you ? A.—Wae have one large stairway.

Q.—And does that reach from the bottom to the top of the building ? A.—Yes.
Q.—Continuously ? A.—Yes; from the top to the bottom.
Q.—On which flat do the girls work ? A.—On the third story.
~—Have you an elevator ? A.—VYes.
Q.—1Is this elevator closed in ? A.—It is being built; and it will be closed in.

Q.—Are any fines imposed on the employees ? A.—No; no fines are imposed.
an ~—Have you any fire escapes on the outside of your building ? A.—No; there
@ 10 fire escapen.

By Mr. Borvin :—

Q-‘\The fur you work in your factory, is it all imported, or partly imported ?
Il 1s partly imported.
1ik0]QA~Did you ever hear of anything being contained in the fur that would be
einy to breed sickness ? A.—I never heard of it. They used to talk of small-pox
g In buffalo skins; but I never heard of it.

Iy Q—Can you tell us if your employees belong to any association or not ? A.—
8V never enquired. 1 have no idea.
~—Did they never go out on strike ? A.—Never.
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By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Wken do you pay for your work ? A.—We pay the girls on Mondays, and
the men on Saturdays.
Q.—Do you pay in full ? A.—Yes, we pay in full ; and we pay in cash.

CHARLES A. O'LEeary, Builder and Contractor, sworn :—

By Mr. HEARES :—

Q.—You are a general builder ? A.—Yes.

Q.—In brick, stone and carpenter work ? A.—I do not do much in the carpen-
tering. I do more brick and stone and plastering work. I do sometimes in brick:
laying and sometimes all round. Some object to do this. )

Q.—What are the rates of wages ? A —The bricklayers vary. They range 11
winter time two dollars a day, and in summer time three dollars and fifty cents t0
four dollars a day.

Q.—How much an hour by the yard do men range ? A.—From thirty-five cent8
to forty cents.

Q.—What is the winter rate ? A.—Fifteen cents to twenty cents.

Q.—And what are the rates for stone masons ? A.—About twenty cents aD
hour, sometimes twenty-five cents an hour in the summer time. In the winter time
there is very little work. It is just according to the season. Bibte

Q.—What do plasterers get ? A.—The plasterers get about the same rate. ...\

Q.—And the stone masons ? A.—The stone masons get from twenty-five cent8
to thirty cents an hour, and in the winter time about fifteen cents an hour.

Q.—Are there many men engaged in the building business in Quebec ? A.—
There are several.

Q.—Would that be considered the general rate for wages for the whole City
A.—1 cannot vouch for what other people pay, but they are the rates that I pay.

Q.—You cannot say for other people ? A.—I guess they are pretty generally
the rates.

Q.—How many months do brick layers and stone masons generally work ? A-
—Five or six months. o R

Q.—And do you know of any work going on in the winter season ? A.—Very
little indeed. They stop here in the winter season, and the workmen generally all g0
away.

}ZQ.-——HOW many months do the plasterers obtain work ? A.—They get work all
the year round pretty steadily.

Q,—Can you give an iden of the average rate of wages for carpenters per hour ?
A.—I can guess it pretty well—twenty cents. From fifteen to twenty cents an houfy
and in the winter time twelve and a half cents an hour. d

Q.—Do you know if they generally get employment throughout ;the year ? A-
—Yes, there is not an overflow of them in this City.

By Mr. GissoN :—
Q.—Can you tell us if carpenters get less in the city in winter ?.”A.—Carpen-
ters were scarce last winter. hen there is a scarcity, we have to pay them more.

Q.—So that they would get work, then, all the year round in Quebec, and you
pay them all the time? A.—Yes. ST et

Q.—What do you pay plaster labourers? A.—One dollar a’day, and in th®
winter time, they get from seventy cents to ninety cents. Whenit is the winter
season they commence to gel lower wages. CTTET ha

Q.—Are any buildings kept back until the winter season, for the purpose of get:
ting the work more cheaply done? A.—No; not that I am aware of.
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Q.—Are the men paid weekly? A.—They are paid fortnightly.
Q.—They are paid on their work? A.—They are paid accord}i'ngto their work.
4 Q.—Do you know if, after men have done their work, they have sometimes to
II;)ewn-houta their pay ? A.—I do not know, only for my ownself. They get paid by
By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

say Q.—Have you any men that are paid by store orders, in Quebec? A.—I cannot

By Mr. Giesox:
Q.—Have you a masters’ association in Quebec ? A.—I cannot say.
By Mr. ARMBTRONG :—

T Q.—Is there a contractors' association, which is associated with the Board of
ade in any form? A.—Not that 1 know of.

By Mr. WaLs:—

e 'Q-~Ha.s there been much building going on in Quebec, during the past few
of{us—? A.—There has been considerable during the past few years. One instance
1t is, hero in this building, the Court House.

be, Q.—What is the nature of these building operations, going on? A.—There has
.0 the Parliament Buildings. There has been a considerable amount of work go-
;:% On there for tradesmen, and there has been the new Court House, in which we
oes 15 moment assembled, and there are a number of other buildings, smaller

©8, 100 numerous to mention.

Ye ﬂ-*These last four or five years, there has been improvements upon other
818?  A.—Yes ; quite an improvement.
cif Q;ﬁls there a good outlook for the coming year? A.—Yes; the plans and spe-
Cations are in the Architects’ offices.
mucl?-t~('}‘here is pretty much all round ? A.—Yes; the Architects have got pretty
0 do.
suff Q—From the plans, you can say, as & general rule, there will be afforded a
A\Cllent‘ supply of work to men in the building trade of all kinds in the city ?
B;‘ick think 8o ; there is quite an overflow of stone-masons and bricklayers work.
int, layers are the men that command the best wages in the summer time. In the
of ther they generally go back to the States, and they generally write up at the close
Pl'ose Winter season to those men by whom they have been employed, to know w}mt
the Pects there are for work during the summer, upon receiving satisfactory replies,
Y come back here and work in Quebec.
Pl'etﬂQ-"SO they get work in the United States in the winter times ? A.—Yes,
Y generally. Quebec tradesmen are pretty well thought of wherever they go.

By Mr. Borvin:—

the Q—When you take a contract for building do you go to the City Hall to get
™ 10 overlook the work ? A.—No.
Wo ~—Does the City have any health officer to look after the drainage ? A.—No.
0 our work according to the specifications of the architect. )
A.\T'“H.OW do you get the consent of the City Council to commence building ?
the hat jg generally done by the Corporation itself. They connect the houses with
Sewers g0 far as drainage is coneorned. .
i o And they do not go any further. They do mot go and examine into the
A_ry arrangement of the house jn order to see if the work is well done or not ?
0 that is left to the architects.
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By the CHAIRMAN :—

Q.—Do you have to get the elevations or levels of the drains as compared with
thecity aqueduct:? A.—Certainly the city engineer gives all that.

By Mr. FREED :—

Q.—What did stone cutters get last summer and winter ? A.—Stone cut-
ters got from two dollars and fifty cents to three dollars and fifty cents last sum-
mer, and one dollar and fifty cents to two dollars this winter, generally owing to the
scarcity of stone cutters just now in Quebec.

Q.—Have you an inspector of scaffolding in Quebec ? A,—No.

Q.—Who generally erects the scaffolding ? A.—The men who are to work on
the scaffolding.

Q.—Have any accidents happened at times owing to this ? A.—There have at
times.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q;—Al'e men in Quebec generally given their own times to erect scaffolding ?
A.—Yes ; the foreman himself looks after that., We do not generally allow any-
thing for that.

By Mr. WaLsH :—

Q—Have you many machine shops for wood work ? A.—We have several
mills here.

Q.—Do you get most of your wood work done there, such as doors, sashes,
wainscoting and all that kind of thing done there ? A.—Yes ; all frame work gener-
ally.

d Q.—I have seen in several places wooden ceilings, I mean those small narrow
matched ones? A.—They are very few and they are generally placed in old build-
ings.

g Q.—These are put in some of the oldest buildings; they are three inches wide,
and they can be tacked on to the ceiling? A.—I have done none of that, and I do
not know of any being done.

Q.—There is none of that kind in the city? A.—No ; I have not seen any.

Q.—How is work in the machine shops ? A.—Good.

Q.—Do you get all your wood work, artistic work, and wainscoting cut out
there ? A.—Yes; we work them out.

" Q.—And frescoes are they done here? A.—Yes; we can get all classes of work
done here. We have some of the best workmen in the country here in Quebec.

Q.—The best of all kinds? A.~—Yes.

Q.~Do many of your workmen own their own houses ? A.—Yes ; mostly all
our stone masouns, brick layers, and carpenters, own their own houses. Pretty near
all of them have got their own piece of property. More rent out houses, besides
owning those they live in.

o ————

Grorge P. LAwreNcE, of Quebec, Wood Merchant, sworn :

By Mr. ARMBTRONG :—

Q.—You deal in wood ? A.—I do. , »

Q.—What is the general quality of the wood sold in Quebec ? A.—Beech, birch,
maple, spruce; and there is some tamarac.

Q.—How much per cord, retail, is maple and beech? A.—Beech is four dollars
acord ; maple is five dollars.

Q.—How long is that wood ? A.—Three feet.
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P Q—Itis not a full cord, then ? A.—It is one hundred and eight feet, Quebec
*ench measure, according to the rule of our country.
~—The price of wood rises and falls ? A.—Yes.
- Q. —What was the price three years ago? A.—The price three years ago was
1ch less than now.
~—Do you deal in coal ? A.—Not now.
~—Do you employ many men ? A.—I do. )
all bQ-~What do you pay your carters ? A.—I have none in Quebec. I pay them
Y the cart load in Quebec.
~—Are there many wood wmerchants in the city ? A.—Yes; there are several.
—Do they ever attempt to place a ““corner ” on wood ? A.—They did.
Q—How did they succeed ? A.—They succeeded very well.
~—~They wanted to make & monopoly of it ? A.—They did.
Per c();‘EWhat was the rise they attempted ? A.—Twenty-five cents on each dollar

ot 8"Hﬂd the people to buy from this “ring”? A.—They had, when they could
uy elsewhere.

that ~How many men were there in the combination? A.—I am at a loss to tell

Q—Were all the wood merchants in it ? * A.—They were not.

Joh ~—Where do you generally get your wood from ? A.—From off the Lake St.
1 Railway,

A ‘(;Those who did not go into the “ ring,"” were they boycotted by the railway ?
at all.

Wooq é‘There was no attempt at combination to prevent other people bringing in
A.—None whatever; the railway had nothing to do with it.

By Mr. Heakes :—

al]. &'\Was this increase in price caused by the scarcity in wood? A.—Not at
" A%y pretended that it was a good market.
It was a simple combination to raise the price? A.—Yes.
ago, "—When did the combination take place? A.—Last March or April, a year

is no%\wollld it be fair to state what the cost of wood to the dealers was then, and
W ? A.—What it cost to a dealer, you mean ? We can get wood at four dollars,
Cengg @ retail it at four dollars and twenty-five cents to four dollars and seventy-five

4 CO%?\DX ?i)u think it profitable to 2 man to handle wood at twenty-five cents

. Q There is a profit if he handles enough of it.

&y eé\Do you think, then, that the advance placed on wood is excessive ? A.—It
By Mr. HeLPRONNER :—

ca) 1%1? Ave the dimensions of a cord of wood fixed by the city? A.—Yes; they

& corq 0" ench measure. The wood is generally three fect long, English measure, and

Q Wood is generally eight and a half feet long, by four feet three inches wide.
Q"IYIave you got a wood inspector 7 A.—No.

ou have no authority to sec that the rules are entorced ?  A.—No.
By, Mr. Boyvin :—

Qheapé“what is your idea of the cost to a family in using wood and coal. Is it
Cog] is‘ 0 use wood than it is to use coal? A.—The wood is five dollars, and the
They NIX dollars, but the poorer families do not generally use the best class of wood.
ang t,,;l 8¢ the wood which can be got for three dollars and twenty-five cents a cord,

ollars and fifty cents a cord, and those who use that have a great advantage.
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Q.—You think there is a saving by using that quality of wood in preference 0
coal ?  A.—1I think that they would burn that wood in preference to coal.

Q.—Do you think that by buying in small quantities, the people get full mea
sure ? A.—I think they do; they do, so far as I am concerned.

Q.—Do you think that an inspector would be useful in obtaining justice for the
poor in the purchase of the fuel?  A.—Yes; I think in the winter, sometimes an in’
spector would be able to do justice, and render good service to the poor.

Q.—You said, a few moraents ago, that there was a combination of wood mer
chants, whose object it was to keep up the price. Were people obliged to go t0
them to get wood ? A.—Yes; if they did not go elsewhere.

Q.—Do I understand that there is no more wood coming from the forests around
Quebec? A.-—The habitants used to come in with wood. I have known them t0
come in with one huudred loads in a day.

Q.—Has that now ceased ; do they come in with wood yet? A.—They do iB
small quantities.

Q.—Will the habitants sell small quantities? A.—Yes; they will sell in small
loads. They come in with small loads, and you take it, or leave it, just as yo!
please. They do not guarantee any quantity in the load.

Q.—Does your wood, for the most part, come in by ship, or by bateaux, or by
railway? A.—By railway.

Q.—You receive very little by ship? A.—None at all now.

JonN O'FARRELL, Barrister, Quebec, sworn,
By Mr. KERWIN :—

Q.—Mr. O’Farrell, I understand yon are a member of the Bar of the City of
Quebec, of long standing—in fact one of the oldest members of the Bar? AL
am. I was called to the Bar on the second day of July, eighteen hundred and fifty"
two.

Q.—We understand that you wish to make a statement before this Commissiod !
A.—Yes; I wish to draw attention to three factories in the City of Quebec which I
desire this Commission to look after; there is one factory the name of the firm
* % % it is a manufactory of leather for gloves.

By the Acting CrAIRMAN (Mr. WALSH) :—

Q.—We would prefer that you should not mention names ; any practical remark®
you may wish to make or any good reasons that you may have to offer to show wh
we should examine these gentlemen we shall be glad to receive, with a view of 1

quiring into the matter? ~A.—I have visited these factories personally last summe®
I saw them last August.

Q.—Do you know the state of the premises yourself? A.—Yes; I was in thes®
three factories, the one making leather for gloves; in another for making bo0
and shoes; and in a third, also for making boots and shoes. The proprietor of thz
last admitted employing children under fourteen—the man admitted thagto me, 87
you can take that as evidence, it will enable you to bring him up and have him denf
it under oath when he can be prosecuted for perjury, if he does deny it. 7

Q.—If you will give these names to the Secretary, we will deal with the matte’
A.—Very well, Mr. Chairman, I will do so. I wish also to say a word with refe
ence to the falling off in the trade of the port. When I was called to the Bar!
eighteen hundred and fifty, I found great prosperity existing in the Port of Quebe®
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The average number of ships taking timber from this Port in a season, was 1,500, and
i Me made as many as three trips to this country and back, although they were sail-
dDg ships, At that time it took about three times as many days to load a ship, as it
0es at the present time, because then the necessary skill did not exist among ship
8hj urers as it does now. There are three causes for the decrease in the number of
W’ES.COming to this Port. The first is that about twenty-five years ago they began
b uild, on the Clyde, iron sailing ships. That was the first blow given to the active,
Usiness of Quebec, viz.: In ship building, and trade in square timber. Then about
w“;]fgnty years ago they discovered in the Southern States, three quarter pitch pine,
. ich tjor all purposes, except the manufacture of furniture, is_ squrlorto our red pine,
sh Which was put down at nearly half the price, that also diminished the number of
th‘PS ¢oming to Quebec, as many ships went to the States for cargo in summer. Then,
1® channel of Lake St. Peter was deepened so as to allow steamers to go to Montreal
!h their cargo, and they shipped from Montreal deals, manufactured near Ottawa.
N this way they manufactured, and do now manufacture, deals and other lumber in
'8¢ quantities, which were brought down (as they are now) in barges through the
;mal to Montreal, where they were put on board the steamers, taking so much away
a °m the mills at Quebee and vicinity, so that the trade at the latter places dis-
t&)earea on account of the return dargo which these barges were, and are, able to
sh ® back after they have delivered the sawn lumber in Montreal. Then came the
th‘PS owned by Norwegians, the sailors of which work for twenty-five per cent less
than the crews of any English, Trish or Scotch ships. Then there is a provision in
sajlo. L Wegian Shipping Law, which came to my knowledge, by which a Norweyian
or i houng to remain by his ship until he is discharged again in Norway or
nayi, D-if he desires to go back to his native land again—desertion from Scandi-
ev“‘ﬂ ships being severely punished. Then their food costs twenty-five per cent
8 % than it does on English, Irish or Scotch ships—and they have splendid English
mh{‘g vessels in the timber trade here. These are several of the reasons for the de-
n English shipping to my knowledge. ) ) )
e Now M. President I want to state my experience of the way in which ship
Plains uged to treat laborers on board their ships. I have had frequent appli-
lons on the part of ship laborers, who had made a bargain with a ship stower, and

of 0 desired to be secured in their wages. By binding the ship stower and the master
twethe ship together jointly, much suffering and robbery was prevented. Certainly
n

shj ty cases have happened to my knowledge when thé master has gone and the
h 'P stower has declared that he received no pay from the master. he men have
go 0 means of obtaining their money against the stower or stevedore, and have
ob{l.e away without being paid. Boing so often placed in that position, they were
o 18ed to inyoke the law 8o as to bind themselves together in a Society, and look no

18er to the ship stower for their pay, but to the ship. According to their rules
forge i@ Paid now, for their work every week. They had to do this—they were
t ¢ into it, because without combination thoy would not get their wages. Now
10ny o not depend altogether upon the ship stower for their wages. They are no
th er at his mercy ; and why? Because union is strength, and their rules provide

" all members of the Society shall receive their wages every Saturday, on board
hlll:,' and, in the event of a vessel finishing on any other day during the
they shall be paid on board also. The laborer works very hard, and he sees
thig 1 8€ts his pay, and no one can blame him for that. Since the ships frequenting
Woslf?rt have diminished in number, the ship laborers get perhaps only thirty days
lher In 8 season, and at three dollars a day, that is not enough to keep him through
Ver Wintdr, Although his wages appear to be large he earns it only by vyorklng

ard. The result has,been that large numbers of our most hardworking an

th 8
Week
that e

lé)l;loest citizeny have left Quebec for other places, that is the reason why the ship
livin]grs have disappeared from the City of Quebec, because they could not earn a
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By Mr. HeakEs:—

Q.—When a gang ot men have loaded a ship, how long may that gang have to
wait before they get another ship to load 2 A.—They have no certainty; the ships
are ~o rare. The number of ships now coming to this port do not amount to more
than six hundred in a seuson, and thexe Norwegian ships, as a rule, load themselves
—that is to say, they do not employ any laborers—the ship’s crew load the vessel.
That is the rule. [ may mention that the life of a ship laborer is a very hard one,
and sometimes hazardous, and particularly so with square timber, from ount of these
glimy coves which, while being put into the hold, is the cause of the greatest danger
to the men in the hold. If the winchmen do not keep it steadily going, there is great
danger of its striking some of these men, and killing or injuring them. Many have
been injured in this way, and some have been killed.

By Mr. GissoN:—

Q.—Is the hand winch more easily controlled on & timber ship than the steam
winch ?  A.—Yes; the winchmen are always on the qui vive to prevent accident, and
they stop the winch immediately they hear a shout to that effect. The noise of 8
steam winch, and the distance of the engineer from the men who are stowing the
timber in the hold, would prevent their cry of warning being heard, or word being
conveyed to him in time for him to stop his engine and prevent accident.

Stmon PETERS, Quebec, Saw and Planing Mill Owner and Contractor.,
By Mv. Hraxes:—

Q.—Wo understand that you are also a manufacturer of all ciasses of joiner
work ?  A.—Yes,

Q.—Do you employ many joiners? A.—Quite a number. I regret to say that I
have forgotten my memorandum book, but I will answer any question you put to me
ag far as [ ean. | empioy quite a number of men.

Q.—What are the rate ot wages paid to joiners in Quebec? A.—We pay them
from ove dollar and fifteen cents to two dollars and twenty-tive cents a day. [ pay
them according to their capacity.

Q.—What is the average? A.—Waell. those are about the rates.

Q.—What is a good bench hand, & good average workman, worth ? A —Well,
they vary trom one dollar and twenty-five to one dollar and forty cents a day.

Q.—A gouod average mechanic eannot vary much in wages ? A —I beg pardon ?

Q—What would a good bench hand make, one who is capable of taking off 8
job from the board, taking off the details and putting the work together—what is he
worth 7 A.—He is worth about one dollar and forty cents a day.

\ Q.—That would be about the average rate of' a good general mechanic? A.—
es.

Q.—Have you any apprentices at the present moment? A.—Not any.

Q.—Is it customary to take apprentices ?  A.—It has gone out of fashion. Our
young men do not want to be apprenticed ; they do not want to be tradesmen.

Q.—They want to be lawyers and doctors 7 A.—Yes.
. Q.—What hours do you work ?  A.—Ten hours a day; from seven to six.
Q.—Are they paid by the hour, or by the day ? A.—-They are paid by the day-
Q.—Are any fines imposed, or time taken ott the men for being late ? A.—No;
if a man is a few minutes late we do not take any notice of it.

Q.—How many skitled wood working mechanics do you employ ? A.~-Four or
five. We eniploy four now, and sometimes five.

Q.—What are the wages of a good general machinist ? A.—~We pay them a8
high as two dollars and twenty-five cents a day.
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bo Q—Do you have any boys working in the machine shop ? A.-—We have four
Y8 in the machine shop, and four in the box factory.

~—Are these boys working on the machines ? ~ A.—Some of them.

the l?-*_What would the ages of these boys be ? A.—From sixteen to twenty, in
OX factory,

Work .'\DO you work on day work or piece work ? A.—The nailers work piece
» and the stuff is cut out by day work.

ang ~—What can a man earn at box making, day after day ? A.—I have a man

“ightt:wo boys under him, who earn from twenty-four dollars to thirty dollars a fort-

&da;?,'\Do you know how much he pays the boys? A.—From thirty to forty cents

Q—What age would they be ? A.—About the age of fourteen.
~—Does this man control them, or the firm ? A.—No; the man controls them.
the § _-‘ln case of an accident happening to these boys while thus in the employ of
', would you consider the firm responsible ? A.—No.
a8 fap .8 your machinery in such acondition that it is guarded against an accident
T 28 possible ? A.——-Y};s.
belgyv 18 the driving belt covered in? A.—The main driving beltis in the cellar
% the flooring.
—Do they use any kind of machinery in the joiner shop ? A.—No.
by Q—Do the joinzrs go any ripping and cross cutting? A.—No, that is all done
Persons gpecially employed for that purpose.
Q"Band sawyers ? A.—Yes.

o S—

L4
Sight What wages do they earn—band sawyers ? A.—They earn one dollar and

Y cents a day.

Q’\Are they given pretty regular employment all the yearround ? A.—Yes.
no diiﬁ\ 0 you find any difficulty in Quebec in getting mechanics ? A:—No, I find
thiry Culty.” My hands stop with me. I have men who have been with me from
¥ to forty-gix years,
it weo Do you find a scarcity in the labor market in Quebec as compared to what
hay, 1 Some few years ago ? ~A.—Yes, they are getting more scarce. A great many

oft for Montreal and the United States.
appre'TDO you think the scarcity of good mechanics is on account of the lack of
for thntlces; a lack of a desire on the part of the parents and guardians of ‘the young,
® lattor to learn a trade ? A.—I think that is it to some extent,
that f;‘Why do employers have an objection to taking apprentices ? A.—I know
YX poars oY OWn experience. I have a man with me who has worked for me forty-
318, Three of his sons learned their trade with me, but they have all gone away.
Gthem‘t\whel'e ? A.—Some aftor learning their trade went to the United States,
O the North-West. None remain here.
do Wit.h\ 0 you not think the low rate of wages given in Quebec has something to
With i the scarcity of men skilled in their trade ?” A.—Well ; it has something to do
statg%?\ Do you know how wages compare in Quebec with those given in the United
~—I cannot say exactly, but I know it is in excess to what it is here.

By Mr. Greson:—

edueat\l think you said some little time ago that the young men became so well
Win od here that they did not wish to learn a trade ? A.—1 think it is a great deal
year%f 0 higher education being too cheap. You can go to college for a few dollars a
Some Of}")ur parents wish to send you there. There are many mechanics, I know
Sehoo) ft em, joiners—I know some of these mechanics—who have sent their sons to
Samg g O 8even or eight years and when they have finished their education these
%8 would not learn a trade.
—They considered a trade was not high enough for them ? A.—Yes.
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By Mr. Heaggs :—

Q.—Well, it is the nystem that is to blame, and not the education itself? A.~
No; the education is well enoagh in its way. You can obtain that cheaply enoug
here, but it i more of a harm than a benetit in that way.

().—Do you think that a man has less skill as a mechanic, because he receives
good education? A.—Oh, no; but when a young man spends eight years at colleg®
he is not formed for manual labour. His ideas does not follow in the groove of 1#
bour. He soars higher.

Q.—Do you think a technical knowledge of mechanics, if taught in the school?
would be a great benefit to the working classes? A.—It would be a marked benefit

Q.—Do you think if a portion of the present curriculum was dropped, ap
branches of popular science taught in their place, it would prove a benefit to th?
working classes, A.—I think so, and that is what I told the young men, whep
was asked by one of the Professors to be present at the closing of the season of th®
art school. I was asked to say a few words, and I told the young men there, that
they ought to be thankful for the opportunities that were placed before them in tb®
present day. That when I was a young man, T had to go to New York for improv®
ment, I had to go to New York, and take lessons there, and pay my own expen
into the bargain, whilst they had it for nothing. It is, in fact, brought to their door®
They had the Legislature to assist them, and had it brought to their doors.

By Mr. McLeAN :—

¢ Q —How long would a man be earning one dollar and fifteen cents, or one d‘?l'
lar and twenty-five cents, before he would own a property suitable for man to live 1?
in Quebec? A.—Well, most of my men own their own houses.

Q.—Of what value are they ? A.—Some may be worth one thousand dollard
some less, and some more. ’

Q.—Do you know if these houses are paid for? A.—T cannot say; I think thef
are,

Q —Do you know if the low price paid to mechanics, has a tendency to dri¥®
the young m.en into some other course of life? A.—Well, as to low prices, I wod
like to explain what is & low price. ol

Q.——Bo you not think one dollar and fifty cents a day a low price for a wlill g
mechanic? A.—Well, I finished my apprenticeship in the spring of eighteen hll”d
dred and thirty-five, and the pay of a carpenter, then, was eighty conts a day, 88
that was considered fair wages. A man would require to be a good man, then, to %
ceive eighty cents a day.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG : —

Q.—Since fitty-three years ago, there have been many changesr in life in the city
of Quebec, has there not ? A,—Yes.

Q.—House rent, fuel, clothing, and, in fact, everything was cheaper, then, ths?
it is now, were they not? A.—Some things were a little cheaper, and other thing?
were not so cheap.

Q.—Would you name the necessary articles of life that were cheaper then ths?
than they are now? A.—Fuel was a trifle cheaper and butter, but bread was deare”
I have known bread to be twenty-five cents & loaf, and that too when ship carpente
roceived one shilling and eight pence a day.

Q.—When was that ?  A.—That was twenty-five years ago. ;

Q.—You said that young men largely go into the learned professions in pr®
ference to learning trades, are there many mechanics sons who go to college? A~
Quite a number.

Q.—Do you know the percentage? A.—Quite a large propertion. I kno¥
many lawyers and professional men in Quebec to-day, whose fathers were carpent®
and joiners, and mechanies.
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By Mr. Borvin:—

giv Q—Do you believe if there were more schools of art and design that it would
fm ® better service to the working classes than the present ones? A.—You could
thg”éwe the system by applying it in the schools. There are many young boys in
n chool of Art and Design that are more particularly for grown-up people—young
1. These boys could be taught the initiative in the common schools.
4 ¥—Then you would reccommend more schools and more especially at night ?
B;‘o\t ©8; the system should be used in the Primary schools, such as the Christian
to };e"ﬂ. It can be made very useful to the rising generation by being inculcated
ys.
Q-_*You know generally all the manufacturers of Quebec, either shoe factories,
Deries, sash and door factories, and other factories ? A.—Yes.
Sanjt —Do you think the law passed in 1885 to have an officer go and inspect the
Wel] Aty condition or any other grievances there may be in those factories, would be
i Mministered and prove to the benefit of the working classes and the public in
Wegﬁ"}ﬁl‘al. Do you think an application of that law is needed in Quebec? A.—
an g, very little. Of course he might by close inspection find some places where
weumpl'ovement might be required, but generally speaking I think things are pretty
Perh Managed in Quebec. The shoe factories where they employ women might
in eeaPS_ be better for some inspection by which the classes could be better separated
c1086!'1:8.111 matters, but that is the only thing that I can think of. Such as the
8, going to and leaving work and so on.

By Mr. Heakgs:—

for Q.—Have you a factory in Quebec where they have no separate conveniences
thag’!ales and females? A.—I have no particular knowledge, but it strikes me that
'8 a question that might be looked into by the inspectors.

By Mr. Borvin:—

haviQ'\APe you acquainted with the shipping business or any of the Companies
W g boats running on the St. Lawrence, and if so are you acquainted with the
0 which these boats are administered ? A.—Passenger boats? ——

re ~No timber boats and other boats. Some persons have reported to us that there
whic}?me ships or boats which travel on the water nearly all the summer, and on
they _1116 crews are not provided with beds, and that when they eat their meals
ang t}?e compelled to eat them on the floor—that there are no tables or proper seats
e ” they aretreated very badly indeed. Are you aware of such a thing as this
bug [ 2 on the river St. Lawrence, either at Quebec or any other place? A.—No;

With tsl;‘PPOse they must be boats running not far from here. 1 am not acquainted
em,

(Translation.)

Lzoy p, VonL, of Quebee, Chief of Police, sworn,

By Mr. ArmsTRONG :— .

Q—How many years have you been Chief of the city police ? A.—Eight

ang &\How many men are under your orders, including sergeants, sub-sergeants
®men ? A.Fifty-eight. e

Al th~~Are the men classed ? A.—They are.  That is to say two men are classed.

mohthe Others are first-class, except those lately engaged. They remuin ocighteen
S 8t a certain salary, and they ave classed as first-class men.
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Q.—What are the wages paid to first class men ?  A.—One dollar, )
Q.—What are the wages paid to the men of the second class ? A.—Nin®
cents, There are two men who receive less than ninety cents; they receivesixty ¢e?”
Q.—How long have these men, earning sixty cents, been in the force ?
One has been twenty years and the other more than twenty years. s
Q. —How long are the men on duty in winter ?  A.—First of all they ar® 0
duty for twenty-four hours, this is divided into duties of two hours each, in &% o
and out of doors alternately, excepting in very cold weather they may, if they ik
relicve each other every hour.
Q.—Do the men pay for their own clothes ? A.—No. ot
Q.—How many suits of clothes are the men given in a year ? A.—They
given a winter suit and an overcoat for the winter every two years, a pair of tx'ollﬂeto
every winter, a summer tunic in cloth, trousers every summer also; and a comp o
outfit in serge every summer algo. o
Q.—Do they not receive any underclothing ? A.—No; they receive boots, #
stockings to put over their boots and two pairs of rubbers. .
Q.—Who hires them ? A.—The police force is managed by a Board co??
posed of three memhers: the Mayor, the Recorder and the Judge of Sessions. 4
Q.—Avre the men subjected to & medical examination before they are admitt
into the force 7 A.—Yes, they are now, for a few years past. @
Q,—Does it belong to this same Board to dismiss the men when they h®
done wrong? A.—Yes. s
Q.—When a complaint is brought against a mar in the force, has this ma?
right 1o plead his own case 7 A.—Yes.
Q.—Is the public admitted during the trial ? A.—No, it is not admitted. i
Q.—Ts the press andmitted ? A.—Not to my knowledge, nor do 1 know that \
bas ever been refused admittance. 1 do not know either if thoy have ever ask
be admitted. o
Q.—When a policeman’s pay is to be reduced, is it the Board that redu¢
it? A.—Yes, it is the Board. &
Q.—The Chief of Police or the Deputy chief, has no power to reduce the wag
of the men without going before the Board ? A.—Not at all, "
Q.—In the case of an increase or reduction of salary, the recommendation !
either of these cases, dves not go first before the Chief of Police 7 A.—There 13
scalo of wages. The men get a dollar a day, and even though 1 were to recomme”
an increase, they would noi get it. "
Q.—Ave the men rewarded for long service, are they promoted tor length of 56
vice ? A.—They are rewarded in this way : they are made sergeants if they #
able to fiil the position. There is no other recompense. o
Q.—What is the reason that men who have been long in the force are redu
to sixty cents a day ? A.—The reason is this : as there is no pension fund, we Sﬁl.d
to these men who were, 50 to say, incapable : * We cannot give you more; the BO”.!
has decided that no more than sixty cents a day can be given you.” As there !
no pension fund, it was a way of giving them a pension in disguise. v
Q.—Do they do the same duty as a man who earns full wages » A.—They gi"
the sume time.
Q.—Who fixes the seale of wages ? Is it the Board or the City Couneil ? A~
The Board fixes the scale ot wages.
Q.—Has there been a recent reduction in the men’s wages ? A.—No. Thef
have been increased since the last five years. s
Q.—Can a policeman, or a sergeant, receive an increase of wages without *
recommendation from the Chief of Police? A.—As I have just said, there is 00}/
crease. There can be no increase, because there a scale established : the sergef“’_:J
get one dollar and twenty cents, the men of the force one dollar, and the new-com®!
Dinety cents; and, when they have been ecighteen months in the force, they have
right to a dollar u day.

ty
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By Mr. MoLeaN :—

Al Q —Is there & benevolent fund in connection with the Police Board? A.—
*out four years ago, at my suggestion, when a man of the force died, each policeman

8ave the widow a day’s pay.

A Q.—Does the Board furnish medical attendance when a policeman is ill ?
-~ No,

tim Q—~Do the citizens ever present money to the police force? A.—Yes; some-
es,

o for services rendered, small gifts. There is a fund for them. It is divided
very year.

o

and How is it divided ? At the rate of the wages, or so much for the sergeants
8t 80 much for the men? A.—It is divided among the men who do duty in the
Teets, thoso that wear the unitorm. They are fifty-ono in number ; they each receive
ut two or three dollars.

dentQ.hDoes the City of Quebec insure the policemen? A.—Yes, sir; against acci-
S’

t that is, the city pays half the premium, the other half is paid by the men
X imselves‘ It is a trifie; it amounts to about forty cents a month to each man, and
an ac

cident happens to a policeman, he is paid five dollars a week, and in case of

“ath, his wife gets one thousand dollars.

mit Q.—Avre the accounts of this insurance made up every year, and are they sub-
1ited to the men? Is a staterment of accounts made by them every year? A.—
ore ig no statement of accounts. They know they pay forty cents a month. The

iqo'p()l‘atgon pays the forty other cents, which makes up the ihsurance premium. [t

" 80 accident insurance only.

is t Q-\_Since when has this insurance been in existence? A.—For two years; this
he thiyq year.

sa “W—Have you ever had reason to pay the insurance? A.—Oh, yes; that is to
Y, in cases of death.
By Mr. Heaxes:—

hanQ'“DO the men receivefull pay when they areill? A.—When they are ill; they
0

" nly the right to claim half their wages. When they recover and resume their
fOPtthI?’ t}?oey make an application to the Board for the balance, and it is optional
8

ard to give it or not; but they always give it.

no . -—Do the policemen have regular vacations during the year? A.—There is

w tule on the subject, but when they ask for one or two days, or even three days,

alwen they need vacation, they get it. _That is to say—I must correct myself—not

ds 4)5; when 1 see they do not make ill use of it, aud they havo not had too many
Y& vacation already, 1 grant it. But they never ask for more than necessary.

By Mr. FrEeD :(—

4 Q‘fAfter twenty-four hours on duty, how much time has a man to himself?

m‘(; € 18 twenty-four hours out of doors. He leaves duty at nine o'clock in the

bac]fmg' Now, it there are prisoners, if he has to be a witness in Court, he comes

ho at ten o'clock. That is to say, if there are prisoners, heleaves earlier; he goes
e to breakfast and returns for ten o'clock, He leaves at eight.

O'clog ~—When does he go on duty again? A.—The following morning at nine

th at‘* : eXcept on Saturdays, when he is on picket duty. There are more people
. day than on other days, and those who go off duty in the morning, come back

®®Ven in the evening and are three hours on duty.

Wany ~—Can a man remain at home all the time he is off duty? A.-—He can if he

tw elx? to, except sometimes when oxtra duty may be required. Sometimes we need

o0ege O fifteen or twenty men for certain occasions; such as races or other such
A810ns, and the men are paid for these things,

YGB: —Is the same number of men on duty on Sundays as on other days? A.—

» the same as on other days.
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Q.—The men on duty on Sunday have no opportunity of going to church ? A"
Undoubtedly, they go. They go in the morning. They take their beat at nine 1"
the morniug and those who belong to churches in which there is no service befor?
nine do nct go that day. They can go the next Sunday.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Is the Deputy Chief under the Chief’s orders? A.—Yes. K

Q.—Do they both devote zll their time to their police duties? A.—For lh_\‘solff
1 do not devoteall my time exactly. I had another position with that of Chief of
Police. .

Q.—Is it a position given by the Council? A.—Noj; it is a position given by
Government, but paid by the Council. :

Q.—Are cabmen ander the control of the police? A.—Yes. ,

Q.—Is a carter who has no license, aud who has no number on his vehicle, pe'”
mitted to take fares ?  A.—If he has no number, no, he is not; he must hate H®
number on the bridle of his horse and on the back of his vehicle.

Q.—Is there a class of cabmen to whom it is permitted to take fares withou®
having a number on their vehicles? A.—I think so. Livery stable keepers, thos®
who let horses and carriages for instance, they are allowed to drive without haviog
a number. But they are obliged to have a license to carry on the business.

(Q.—Is the license the same as & cabman’s? A.—Yes.

'

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q—Has the police contrcl over all vehicles in the city, that have paid 1Y
license ? 1s it possible for a livery stable kecper to send out carriages that have nf
paid a license ?  A.—It is always possible to do such things; but the moment tb?
the police notice it, they can stop the carter, and sue him if they know the indi”
vidual.

By Mr.ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—Are cabmen obliged to have a number ? A.—Yes; two numbers, ,

Q.—Livery stable keepers are obliged to do the same ? A.—Not quite the sam®’
T believe that there is an understanding that they will take out a licenxe, Lut  that
number on their vehicles will not be exacted. .

Q.—Suppose a livery stable keeper took out a license, what would prevent i
sending out nine vehicles 7 A —It could not be prevented ; but as soon as notit¢®
he would be sued. ,

3
By Mr. HELBRONNER :-—*

Q—Ts it to your knowlec:  that licensed cabmen, carters, had complained ¥
the Board of Commissioner: tuat there were in the strects, vehicles carrying pass"“;
gers, and whose owners ad paid no license ? A.—T do not remember,” It was B0
reported to me, '

By Mr. ARMSTBONG :—

Q.—Do livery stable keepors, having vehicles such as omnibusex, have mo'
privileges than cabmen ? A.—I do not see that they have more privileges, o

Q.—Have you ever heard complaints to the effect that they are privileg ;
at stations ? A.—I have myself remarked that they go to certain places ﬂe
railway stations, and to certain places on the wharves; but itis by permission of th
proprietors of these places. For instance, the wharves of the Richelien Company e
long to the Company, and they permit these omnibuses to occupy certain plac
where the carters are not permitted to go. s

Q.—Is the same privilege given them at the stations ? A,—They are all on
line at the Pacific station.
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hav Q-:jj -‘iave you ever heard complaints from carters, that livery stable keepers
“Ve privileged places ? A.—No; not in that way.

By Mr. KErw v :—

A %— H}avo not hotel porters the permission to solicit patronage from passengers ?
ihey have,
eas; Q.—Do they not put these passengers in their omnibuses 7 A.—I have had oc-
o lon, when complaints were made to me on this subject, to go to the Richelieu Com-
Zn)f 8 wharf to tell these porters not to go down to the gangway to solicit loads.
¢y had permitted the porters to go, and complaints were made that more than one
7E0L 5 and it was not just.
for Q—Have carters the right to leave their carriages to go on the gangway to look
Passengers 7 A.—No.
& Q—Have the porters of hotels the right ?  A.—Yox; the porters have, Lut there
te en to take care of their vehicles.
on tt:Q.~But if a carter leaves unother man in care of hiy carriage, can he go down
¢.gangway ¢ A.—No.
’ ~—Caun the hotel porter when he has a badge on his hat, go ? A.—VYes.
Whe -~Ifn:1ny one wanted a policeman to go with him on the Luacrosse grounds
Je‘”’ Would he seek him ? A.—Kither at the office ‘of the chicf of police or from
Steretary of the Board of Police.
fec I it necessary that the application should be made in person ? A —Not
“essarily, e cun make the request in writing.
X Q—Is it not necessary that the application should be made in writing ¥ A.—

A Q.—Maust the sei vices of these men not bo paid for before going on the grounds?
Most frequently, generully.
-*er)t always ?  A.—Not always, it is not always so. ) .
Do ~—Why is the distinction made 7 A.—The distinction is made in this way - &
m S?" Comes to me and says: “ I want so many policemen,” t-he.n.l tell him : . You
repli pay 8O nauch, seventy-five cents for . man and one dollar for a' ’serge:ant. H_c
is 51 ¢ Send them, and 1 will pay you to morrow or the day after.”” It is thus it
It Sometimes they have not thie money to pay immediately.
" ~—15 it not true that some people have to pay before the policemen are sent on
o 8lound v A, —Most frequently when we do net ! w the people.
to F(IQ-'."BM if the application is made to the Board o. ‘oe in writing, as it ought
- .¥ou would not know these persons ?  A.—Undoub. ) _
tiy, \-*\Vhen the application is received by the Boapu 0t lice iait their duty to
B,,al‘(fvel'y one the same ?  A.—1 presume it raay ‘.x;’.he duty of the Boam"l, but the
e ,l'has no knowledge of these affairs ; it does .y come before tLem. I‘hq men
g t;-\c“ for, very often, two hours before they are fieade!. We ar~ not going to
*he Board together to submit that atfair to them. :
quicé':[ thought this application had to be made to the <curetary of the Board of
© A.—Itis not absolutely necessary.

! (T'ranslation.)
\rhg
‘R ) .
PR VEerMETTE, of Quebec, furrier, sworn.

By Mr. Borvix :—

farg ;3;“\"0 you simply a merchant or do you manufacture likewise ? A.--{ prepare

Q'E;Have you any workmen under you, and if so, bow many ? A~ em pioy
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sometimes fifteen workmen, sometimes ton, sometimes six ; it depends on the amO‘lnt
of work. ¥

Q.—What is their average wages ? A.—One dcllar in summer and winter, 8°
gsome earn seven dollars a week.

Q.—Are the furs you prepare of this country or do you import them? A~
Some come from this country and some I import.

Q.——Are the furs of this country scarce, do they deu ease in number and contin®’
to decrease yeariy, or does their number increase ¥  A.--All the furs of this count
are increasing, there is a surplns at the present time, "

Q.~—Do prices keep up or have they fallen? A.—It depends on the marke
Some years they are very firm, and at other timus they fall: it is the same as !
other lines of business, it depends on the state of the market. :

By Mr. HELBRONNER :(—

Q.—What are the hours of work of the men that earn oune dollar a day or sove’
dollars a week ?  A.—From seven to six o’clock and an hour for dinner.

Q.—Do you employ children? A.—No.

Q.—You dye the skins ? A.—I dy~ the skins also. ©

Q.—Can you tell how these skins are dyed, what is the work these men ba‘e
do ? A.—They have to dip tho skins in the dye. There are some furs we havé
dye by putting the dye on with a brush, ¢!

Q.—Are they obliged to dye the skins by moving them about with their fe¢
A.—1t is not necessary.

By Mr. HEAKES :—
Q.—DBut all the same do they do so ?  A.—Not at the present time.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Is there any kind of work in the business that requircs that men shoul"

knead the skins with their feet ? A.—~—Yes, but not in dyeing. pef
Q.—Can you give me a description of the work tho men have to do w'hell tw‘e

are (»bhe,ed to knead the skins with their feet ? A.~-They have to stand on
skins and knead them with their feet.

Q.~In what are the skins placed?  A.—In a sort of puncheon. e

Q.—Are the men cloth . todo this work? A.—They aresometimes in their Bb‘rw

Q.—How many b, ave they obliged to work in this state? A.—From scve?
81X,

Q.—In water ? A.—No, not in water, the skins are dry.

Q.—The skins arc dry ? A.-—Yes. i

Q.—Is this manner o working sking common to all establishments in yout
of business ? A.—i have never been in other countr ies, rmly in my own, of*

Q.—Are there other such establishments in Qnebec ? A.—There is my fath
and my brother’s also. '

Q.—And skinr are worked in the same way ?  A.—VYes, in the same way.

Q.—Do you employ women ?  A.—Somotimes. That is to say, we do not
ploy them in our place, we give them work to do at home. [t is work that i
out of the house.

Q.—Is it needle work ? A.—Yes, sewing the skins together, pulling 0“‘
long hairs, picking the skins,

Q—How much, on an average, do they earn in a week ? A.—~They eal'“
much s three or four shillings a day. :

Q.—About how many hours do they work ? A.—I know nothing of that.

Q.—Do they work by the picce ? A.—Yes, Ly the piece.

oﬂi
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(Translation.)

83}
FRANQOIS-XAVIEB DussaurT, of Quebec, Manufacturer of Tobacco, sworn.
By Mr HELBRONNER:—

et "Q.—Are you, yourself a manufacturer of tobacco, or are you foreman to Mr.
Owde? A —T am a manufacturer myself.
ltimeQ"jHOW many persons do you employ? A.—From forty to seventy-five some-
oo ORIt varies.
f’[h’“éf—Amoxng this number how many men, women and children are there ? A.—
e 8ve a store apurt from my manufactory, but in the manufactory only, of this
Umber, | have only six men.
ek ~—How many women? A.—The number varies, thirty-five to fifty. It varies
Q—And of children? A.—I have none under fourteen years.
Q.—What is the average wages of the men? A.—I pay them from six to four-
dollars a week.
Wer Q.—Have the men who earn fourteen dollars to pay assistants from these
3ges?  A.—No.
eap ~—What is the average wages of the women? A.—There are women who
0 a8 much as five dollars a week, $4, $3, $2 and to some younger twenty cents &
Ve have only three or four, the others earn more than that,
tw Q—~What are the wages of the children ?  A.—It is what 1 already told you,
nty cents,
~—Are the lowest wages you pay, twenty cents ? A.—Yes, sir.
big o ~—What are the hours of work ¥ A.—From half-past seven in the morning to
0 clock in the evening.
Q-\Does it sometimes happen that you work later? A.—Very rarely.
¥~~When they work later are they paid extra? A.—They are paid extra.
4 —Until what hour have you worked at night? ~A.—Never after ten o'clock,
A ‘.'G\When}the workmen work until ten o’'clock have they a delay for supper?
S5 one hour.
hard; _"A!'e the children obliged to remain until ten o’clock ? A.—Very rarely. It
Sy oceurs at all,

teen

EEETH

'Bvar. I1EAKES :—

le plug tohaceo.

a littQ'\what kind of tobacco do you manufacture? A.—Cut tobacco, snuff and

© (T7¢ You impose fines at your place, on the cmployees ? A.—Never.
»—Do you punish the children ? A.—Never.
'I)li‘nish‘.\l\(’,"Withﬁtanding, your work is as well done a8 in those houses where they
“id impose fines ?  A.—Certainly.
~Had you ever recourse to such means to have your work done? A.—No.
Work h“ © you think it is necessary to impose fines on employees to make them
pm@tiéeglg tday? lA.—It might be necessary with some, but it has never been
: Ny our place.
In ~How many years have you becn in the tobacco business? A.—T have been
Years _ ’8¢Co trade for fifteen years, and 1 have been a manufacturer only six
llIldeQ'.\I\T"Verthel ess you have never fouad it necessary to beat or fine apprentices
Your control ? 'A.—No, sir.
Q'\Aynd you have been able to put your goods on the market? A.—Yes.
No. v=What convenience have you a8 regards privies, are they separate? A.-—
» We have On]y one.

It is for both sexes ? A.—Yes, sir.
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Q. —How many stories are there in your factory? A.—Two storys and &
French roof. )

Q.—Are there means of escape in case of fire? A.-—No; there is only one stai™
way.

Q.—Is the outside door barred during the day? A.—No.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—
Q.—Does your door open outwards or inwards ? A.—Inwards.

(Translation.)

Ianace BiLopEaux, Stone cutter, Quebec, sworn.

By Mr. HEARES :—

Q.—Are you a cutter of stone in general 7 A.—Yes, sir. .

Q.—What are the wages of stone-cutters? A.—Wages are from two dollars ¥
two dollars and a quarter. They vary.

Q.—Is there any difference between granite cutters and cutters of ordinafg
stone? A.—I know that last summer cutters of soft stone were paid two dollars, 8"
the others two dollars and a half.

Q.—What causes such & difference between the two classes of men? A.—We aré
not accustomed to cut granite, but last year, or two years ago, some was cut, an
do not know where the difference lies.

Q.—Do you do any work in marble ? A.—Yes.

Q.—What is paid to marble cutters? A.—The same wages. "

Q.—What is paid to marble polishers? A.—It is generally day labourers th?
are empl%;ed for that work, but sometimes the cutter himself does the polishing:

Q.—What are the wages of a laborer who polishes marble? A.—They &
generally paid a dollar a day; from ninety cents to a dollar ten cents.

Q.—Are women employed in polishing? A.—Never. 9

Q.—What is the condition of the shops where polishing is done ? Are they dr¥
A.—Yes; that is, when they are polishing they are mnot, as polishing is done W
water,

Q.—Is there sufficient drainage under the floor for the water to run ofi' ? A“k/B
No ; but the water generally runs off, and when it mounts too high we lay pla®
down to keep ourselves dry. o

Q.—Are there many stone cutters in Quebec ? A.—There must be fifty or 8i¥ J
I think, more or less.

Q.—You include apprentices ? A.—Yes. 7

Q.—What wages do apprentices earn while they are still learning their trad®
A.—Generally a dollar and a half or two dollars and a half a week. -

Q.—What time do they serve ? A.—Three years. <8

Q.—Is there any difficulty in procuring apprentices or in keeping them the tl‘.‘;,
required ? A.—Since I have been taking apprentices, there is only one who rem#"
ed to serve his full time ; the others always left before their time had expired. bf

Q.—Do you think it would make a difference if the apprentices were bound ™
indentures ? A.~They always have been bound by indentures. YRR

. Q.—Is there a law in Quebec that obliges an apprentice to serve his full tim°
A.—Yes.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

. it
Q.—Is the stone cut in country parts, outside the city, much used in building *
Quebec ? A.—Yes.
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¢h Q.—Does this stone compete much with your work ? A.—VYes. It is cut at
©8per rates than we can cut it here.

h Q.—Where is it done ? A.—At St. Albans, about forty-five miles from here, in

bee quarries, It is what is generally called Deschambeanlt; but it is not Descham-
8ult, it is St. Albans.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—
Q.—Ts more Canadian stone used now than formerly ? A.—Yes.

By Mr. GiBsoN :-—

No ‘Q.—Have you ever found stone or marble polishing hurtful to health ? A.—
)

o I have never noticed it. Our place is well aired, and we nearly always work
1t of doors,

By Mr. ArMsTrONG :—

A dQ-~What sort of stone do you import from the United States ? A,—Marble.
4 we sometimes use Ohio sandstone, but mostly marble.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Do you ever cut flag stones for pavements ? A.—Yes,
Q—Do you use Canada stone for that purpose ? A.—Yes.
to ~—In your opinion, is Canada stone as good, as easily worked as stone import-
Unjiother cities from the United States 7 A.—I don’t think much stone from the
~'ed States comes to Quebec. We only use marble from the United States.

By Ma. ARMSTRONG :—

on\'Do you know why it is, that stone cutters prefer to work in Ohio sandstone
for O"kmg in Canada stone ? A.—1I do not know that we do prefer Ohio sandstone,
Sandstone is much more injurious to the chest than our own stone.

. (Translation.)
HE;ERMENEGILDE Morx, of Quebec, Policeman, sworn.

By Mr. HeakEs :—
Q—

gay Y Have you anything particular to state to the Commission ? A.—I would
in'pe 22t I have been thirty years in the Police forco. When I joined we were sworn
it g, olicemen and we had the fire service to attend to during ten years. In winter
low; S hard; we got our boots full of water sumetimes, and then contracted the fol-
X 55; whtl‘Ouble : my legs are now weak from having had them in the water, and to-
give oo Tam advanced in years and suffer from painsin my legs, they do not
Medhe wages of others.

By Mr. Borvin:—

an O?l'\DO you do the same duty as the others ? A.—l am on duty every day. I
very ;:e Jacques-Cartier market where I was ordered by the Chief, I am on duty

¥, and at night I do not go out, by order of the Chief.

Compo: 0 YOUu know of any persons in the same position as yourself who have
I 1,0 80t8 to make ?  A.—I don’t see many. In consequence of the length of time
d in the Police, I am pretty well tired. worn out: thirty years service in
e Force; and because I have been so frequently wet during fires I have con-
& weakness in the legs and am not as active as a young man. Itis on ac-

ave Sel've
trs 2 olie
P&Qted
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count of this that the Chief orders me to be on duty all day, and to remain at home
at night.

Q.—What wages do you receive at present ? A.—Three shillings a day. This
is not sufficient to meet my expenses. I am always in debt with such wages, I am
completely used up. I have passed all my youth here. It is very difficult now, ab
the age I now am to commence any other business.

6th March, 1888.
WiLLiaM Leg, Merchant Tailor, Quebec, sworn.

By Mr. HEARES :(—

Q.—How many hands do you employ in your business? A.—From fifteen t0
twenty-five in the busy season.

Q.—Of both sexes ? A.—Yes.

Q.—What would be the earnings of a tailor, on an average, in the City of Quebe¢
per week? A.—The men are able to earn from seven to ten dollars per week.

Q.—Do you think they would average seven dollars a week all the ycar round ?
A .—If constantly employed they can. Some men are employed by the week.

Q.—Taking the amount of employment they get do you think that seven dollars
a week would be a fair average for them? A.—-ées

Q,—How much can a woman earn at the business? A.—A competent woman
can earn from three to five dollars a week.

Q.—Would three dollars be the average all the year round ? A.—Three dollars
a week would be a fair average, with the use of a machine from her employer.

Q.—Do they work at home? A.—At times they do. Some of them work at
home, and some work on the premises.

Q.—Those who work at home, work on their own machines ? A.—Yes.

Q.—How many hours a day do the women work who earn three dollars a week ?
A.—Those who work with me commence at eight o’clock in the morning, and leave
oft at six at night—nine hours,

Q.—And do the same hours apply to the men? A.—Yes; the men work the
same hours.

Q.—~Can they find pretty constant employment all the year round in Quebec ?
A.—Pretty fair. :

Q.—Have you any young people working for you who are learning the business ?
A.—No.

Q.—Is it customary, in Quebec, to take apprentices on to learn the tailoring bus
iness ? A.—1It is not so mnch now as it used to be.

Q.—What causes so great a difference between the earnings of the men and the
earnings of the women? A.—The men are able to do a much finer tinished gar-
ment than the women. .

Q.—On what are women generally placed—on what articles? A.—Tweed suitr
ings, trousers, etc.

Q.—They are not capable of doing as good work as the men? A—No.

By Mr. FREED :—

Q—~—Do your work people work by the piece, or by the day? A.—They, who
work outside, work by the piece. Those who work inside our premises work by the
week.

Q.—On custom work ? A .—Yes. .

Q.—How much do the women receive for making a pair of trousers? A.—Fifty
cents.

Q.—And a vest? A.—Fifty cents.
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Q---And a coat? A.-—One dollar to one dollar and tifty cents.
five ~-What do they get for a business tweed coat ?  A.-——-One dollar and twenty-
Cents for a business tweed coat, and for a cheap coat one dollar.
~-Do you employ women who make only tronsers and vests? A.----Yes.
A ¥—Do you supply them with thread, buttons, and all necessary furnishings ?
T les; we provide them with everything. i
and th~'~-~Are your hands always paid in cash? A.—They are always paid in cash,
€y arc paid every Saturday night.

gwmj:RTBbR A’Hearn, of Queboc, Sceretary of the Quebec Steamship Company,

By Mr, KERWIN :—

A_\?*How long have you been connected with the Quebec Steamship Company ?
ave been connected with it going on eighteen years.
only OQ:HOW many of these steamers run on the St. Lawrence? A.—In summer
now.’
R —Ts ()uehec the head quarters of the Company ? A.—It is.
anq R.—What route do the other steamers of the line take ? A.—Two to Bermuda,
“e have three steamers running to the West Tndies.
~—From what port? A.—New York.
That i;l\l ou say you have only one steamer now running below—in the Gulf? A.—
Prin —To what ports? A.—Gaspé, Percé, Summerside and Charlottetown in
@ Edwardw Tsland, and Pictou in Novu Scotia.
-~Where ix the crew of that steamer engaged ?  A.—In Quebec.
~—~Where do they come from ? A.—Principally from tbe lower parishes.
doy) U~What ‘are ‘the wages paid to the sailors on that steamer ? A.—HKighteen
8 per month.
the ¢ ~—Are theyv engaged in handling the freight, and in discharging and loading
ssel > A 2 Some are,
&—Some i’ the sailors are cngaged in that way ?  A.—Yes.
¥~—Are théy paid extra for that? A.—No.
Unly "b‘DO you employ many men in Quebec during the summer season ? A —
Qﬂ out half a‘dozen at the most.
Th’ey ~What wuges are they paid? A.—Fifteen cents an hour during the day.
Are paid extra fof night.
Centy a;‘;lfotul;e) 'd‘o any night work they are paid extra for that? A —Yes; twenty
thepg ?'*Hav(* ‘you any people engaged at the present moment on the steamer down
Cighy —W¢ have a few, and our contractor has a great many. We have six or
> mep uot more, cut he has over fifty.
"W'hat class 7 A —We have carpenters and some labourers.
dolly, - Vhat are the carpenters paid ? A.—One dollar and fifteen cents to one
and fifty conts a day.
o hat are the labourers paid ? A.—Fifty to seventy-iive cents a day.
tatg " You have no idea what he pays at other work ? A.—No ; about the same

the S?"“DO you know what business the company does in New York? A.—Yer;

“Amery take passengers and freight to and from Bermuda and the West Tudies.

Steam;'“ 1OW many trips does your gulf steamer make in a season ?  A.—~—Our golf

lagyg f-_l the Miramichi makes about fourteen round trips during the season which
'm the first of May until the middle of November.
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Q-—Does she take many passengers ¥ A-—A good many during =ix weeks of
two months- The average number per trip would be about eighty.

By the Cramryan . —

Q.—Have you any Canadians employed on board your vesscls going to the
West Indies and Bermuda ? A.—We have a good many. We try to give (‘anadians
the proference, and in the stewards department they are nearly all French
Canadians.  Our captains are all Canadians principally from Nova-Scotia and Princeé
Edward’s Island. e always try to give Canadians the preference on our stcamers.

Q.—Are you men engaged by the seacon or how are they engaged ? A —-They
are engagued aceording to the ships articles. They are engaged under the Merchant
Shipping Act—for theseason and are paid by the month. That is ships ailing out
of Quebec that I am now spcaking of.

By Mr. GisoN :—-

{3.—Do you think that preferable to engaging the men for the téip amd {i.char
ging them when they came in port again? A.-—VYes; they prefer being engage
for the season because they are than sure of a seasons work. Some men have beel
with us ten or twelve years. They come back tous regularly every year. Men ship
on the Miramichi in Quebec in the spring and are discharged there in the fall, wheD
the boat lays up for the winter. Supposing a man was shipped at Quebec and di*
charged at Pictou and kept ashore until the boat sailed and was engaged again if bt
liked, and when the boat arrived at Quebec wax discharged again it would be exceed:y
ingly inconvenient to all parties. Besides, every man has to pay a fee to the shilj

ing master every time he is discharged from the ship or joinsit. He boards ands
ives on the ship the entire season.

By Mr, CarsoN :—

Q.—Do you know of any tug boats or boats of any description running on the
St. Lawrence river which are not furnished with tables for the men to eat their mes!3
off, or suitable seals for them to sit upon ? A.—I will say thi~ without naming
any special boat ; that I have seen them taking their dinners on the bare deck
whether it wasfrom preference or whether they were obliged te do so 1 am not aware
but 1 should say it wax cooler there than below in the hot weather, but whether they
did it from preference or necessity I cannot say.

Q.—Are your laboring men that you spoak of, as engaged in loading zmlf
unloading the ships, furnished with constant employment at fifteen cents an hmll‘_’
A.—That ship—our gulf steamer is in port loading cargo only for a few hours, it,
does not remain long—I may say in Summerside we pay sixteen cents an hour, an?.
at Charlottetuwn for night work we pay twenty cents an hour.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG :—

Q.—When you pay them fifteen cents an hour do they go right to work or 49'
you keep them waiting ?  A.—If we keep them waiting, for instance, it the stcame¥
is coming in the night we say, be down at such an hour, and if the steamer is not 19
at that hour we pay them just the same. If we bring them there it is our duty
pay them.

By Mr. (1BSON :—

Q.—Is that the custom of the port of Quebec, to engage the men ay you have de#
cribed 7 A.—1 do not know.  Of course there are very few vessels in the coasting
line. There is the ¢ Otter” from Moisic and Ste. Anne’s. | suppose it is' the same
on the north side as on the south side. o »
Q.—Do you know if this is the practice with ocean slcamers ?  A.—You rref‘r"

o the crews I presume. I cannot say. In New York wedo the same thing. = W
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agg“ge the men for six months It would not do to pay them off on arriving in port
¢fore the sailing of the vessel tuke them ou again.

By the Cuaryax :—

to g R—Your object is to secure good reliable men for the work you have for them
% und to keep them all the year round if possible ?  A.—Yex.

he ; ?-*'-As a general rule | suppose you find the older the servant the more reliable
31 A‘— ‘;G,\

‘.eal({?-\Huve you had men on board your West India steamers for a number of
NS A —Yes

By Mr. HEaKES:

Wi‘,eQ-“By keeping them the whole season, d.o you get better men that you other-
T Would 7 A.—Do you refer to the Mirimichi.

he Q ~~Yex, A.—They come back every spr@;g apd are ro-engaged. Asg 300N as

1},(;&;,,-‘.‘7',1}? baid off thoy gu back to their respective villages and return to us again in
6§ o,

L~—They take it for granted that they will be taken on again? A.—Yes.
“h.jp’(? ‘_\I supposo men engagred in that way take a greater interest in the work of the

A1 en,
By Mr. Borvin:—

hag {}\Did you say that every time a man was engaged on a ship or left a ship he
thepe 2 P3Y & fee of fifty cenws?” A.—When discharged before the Shipping Master

‘hel‘z 182 discharge fee of ity cents that is according to law, and when they ship,
o the Shipping Master’s fee.

Wh, Q'.‘Whab has he got to do with the engagement and the discharge of the men ;

Sigm 'S his duty? A.—There is a regular form of Ships’ Articles, and he has to

of ¢ them-' It is their engagement, and is also signed by the Captain, and officers

the o DiP- This is signed before the Shipping Master. Then you have to pay

tay [?fnl before the Shipping Master at the close of the year, or voyage, as the case
¢ 7% and if there is uny ditference the Shipping Master decides the difference.

By the CuarrMaN :(—
[Q"fé"that for the protection of the seamen? A.—Yes.
: wiBy Mr, McLgan:—

N g 111
thé 5(30,;‘}?0)&' is it that the men loading the freight do not get more than the rest of
firsti:oﬁ, ! L A.—Waell, they are not supposed to work at steering the ship. They are
ang o, ktH t duty. Woe touch at places along the coast where we have to discharge
for thd ® on cargo, where there are no wharves, and consequently, we CATTY & Crew
is diﬁ'?t. Burpose. The firemen, if they do it, are always paid for it. With them it
that _uu ent, as it is out of their regular line of work. but these men are engaged with
T Ddeitanding. They know beforehand.
- "¢“~These men ure simply kept as deck hands? A.—Yes.

( Translation.)

SWOP'RT}(’SEPH SanseHAGRIN, of Quebec, Foreman Baker in the Hetherington Bakery,
ML

( By Mr. Heakes :—

) .
hours‘:“what are the hours of work for bakers in Quebec ? A.—Ten and twelve

M winter, and twelve and fourteen in summer,



Q.—Do the men work by aay or by night? A.—By night.

(3.—At what hour do they begin to work at night, and at what hour do they
tinish in the morning? A.—There are two gangs. One begins work at five, and
the other at six o'clock at night. We aredivided into two bands, and we finish iD
the morning, sometimes at three o'clock, sometimes at six or seven, according to the
job we have on hand.

Q.—Would it be possible for your work to be done in the day time? A.—It
would be much better for the men, and for the public also. :

Q.—Can you state the reason why this kind of work is done at night, and not 1
the day time? A.—Because it is an old time custom.

Q.—What are bakers’ wages? A.—Seven dollars a week. in winter, for second-
class hands, and three dollurs more for the foreman, in winter, In summer, the
wages are eight dollars a week, and three more for the foreman, as in winter., That
is only for one bakery, in Quebec. The bakery I work in. The others work for,
three and four dollars a week.

Q.—Do many bakers in Quebec work for less than five dollars a week?, A—
About one-fourth of all working bakers.

(.—What sort of work is done ou Sunday ? A.—On Sundays we are obliged$®
gu twice to the bakery. One starts the work at noon, he sets the bread to rise 3
noon. Then we begin work the same as on other days of the weck, on Sunday as 0%
other days, at five at night and at six.

Q.—Avre there boys working as apprentices? A.—No, sir; not at our place.

Q.—Are bakers more numerous than is necessary ? A,—There are always thre€
or four who have nothing to do. 4
Q.—What is the condition of bakeries in Quebec? A.—Very bad and very
dirty.

}Q'—Is, there a Bread Inspector in Quebec? A.—I have seen in the papers t,hﬂf
there is a Corporation inspector of bread, but who has no extra pay; but for myselb
I can =ay it is at least five or six years since an inspector has been around to see that
bread is of the right weight and quality, for a great deal of bad and dirty bread 1
made in Quebec.

By Mr. WaLsy :—

Q.—Is bread sold underweight? A.—A great deal of it is, especiallyr A
bread. They tuke advantage of every menns in order to sell at low rates.

By Mr. HELBRONNER : —

(3.—Do not the Police rogulate the weight of bread ? A.—I think jt. isx tW
years since the police weighed the bread heve. .

Q. —It is their duty to weigh it? A.—Yes, sir; the Police with an Inspecto?
appointed by the Corporation. )

Q.—Who splits the wood tor the bakeries ? A.—It is the men—the labouring
bakers, :

Q.—Are they obliged to leave the apartment where the ovens are, where they
are very warm, to go and split wood in the yard? A.—Yes; necarly always.
room—the shop is kept at a temperature of 80 and 90 degrees and the men aré
obliged to leave it to go and split wood.

Q.—18 it to your knowledge that the men have contracted sickness from th®
difference of temperature > A.—Oh, well; we have colds, all of us, in the very
middle of the year.

By Mr. Huakes —

Q.--Is the condition of the hakeries such as to injure the men? A,—Not at 08!
place; but in three-fourths of the bakeries that are in basements, in cellars, are
to kill people.
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By Mr. FreED i—

ang ?-‘What is the general size of loaves sold in Quebec? A.—White bread, two
our pound loaves, brown bread, three and six pounds.
Q—What is the price of a four pound white loaf? A.—Fourteen cents.
baka X~—And a six pound brown loaf? A.—Sixteen cents; but in the opposition
sel] tlhy they sell them twelve and thirteen cents; two for twenty-five cents. They
°m like cotton; the loaf I speak of, is a loafof six pounds.
hayg —Do you make biscuits in your factory ? A.—I speak only of bread, but we
two machines, one side is for biscuits and the other is for bread.
Cakoq ~—You make nothing but biscuits, you do not make cakes? A.—We make
ls0, and sweet loaves.

—Do you use colouring matter in them? A.—No, no; nothing of the kind.

—

NOth" You do not, for instance, use chrome yellow ? A.—No; nothing at all.
'ng but butter and sugar and eggs.

By Mr. Heakes :—
. Q"What is the price of flour ? A.—1I do not at all know.

(Translation.)

: E‘DMOND SaNscHAGRIN, of Quebec, Baker of the Hethrington House, sworn :—

By Mr. HeLBrONNER :—
~—Have you heard the evidence of the last witness ? A.—Yes, sir.

A'\ ave you anything to add to what he has said, or anything to con‘radict ?
® regards the Hethrington bakery, I have nothing to say. But it is the system
ticeship which generally exists in the Canadian bakeries, that I wish to

In the Canadian bakeries, they are accustomed to take a man for a year

of oo
eiapme“
8
ol

Inan‘Q"\DO you mean to say a man or an apprentice ? A.—An apprentice; a young
mak’ege:nel‘ally from sixteen to twenty years. At the end of a year of work, they
Q M 3 journeyman.
begih ‘t:C%n this man, this young man, learn his trade in a year ? A.—He can only
mix the dough.
dollg, "~ What wages does he receive at the end of a year ? A.—From three to four
A" per weok,
QlaSSes“_The rame wages as are paid to a competent workman ? A.—There are two
Qi f man which the Canadian shops usually employ. We give to the first cer-
by da, ges, from seven dollars to eight dollars, to work twelve, even sixteen, hours
0 cloei nd night, On this, it must be remembered, aman has got to go, at twelve
n the 700n, every second day, to put the bread to rise. This takes him two hours
Wakeq E’x‘een—that is to say, he begins at six o’clock, and finishes as nine, which
%t hiy fteen hours, Afterwards, at noon, he is obliged to return to the bakery to
Placg ,. v¢8d to rise; counting the time he takes to go and come, he arrives at his
two o’clock. Then, at half-past five, he must be back at the bakery.
to Togt. \Then, that day he has only a few hours rest? A.—He has almost no time
Bregtey., - hen there are three or four men in the same bakery, the advantage is
ge“el'ali 1t postpones for a day or two, the work of putting the bread to rise. But,
Y. there are only two in a Canadian bakery.
SPeak 5 he others are second-class workmen, the ordinary workmen of whom you
Q ~—There are no others; there are only two.
How many loaves can these two men make in a night? A.—It depends on
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the size of the oven. Thereare ovens where we can put nearly three barrelu«—thf‘?
is to say, in which we can put from one hundred to one hundred and ten loave?:
there are others of eighty or ninety loaves, but the difference in the work is ve
trifling. One is done almost as quickly as the other.

Q.—-The journeyman bakers of Montreal came before the Commission, and €*
pressed the wish to work by the piece instead of the day, and asked that a quanflcy
of one hundred loaves should be considered a day’s work for a man. Have you 38
.opinion to express about this? A.—According to my opinion, this would lead
troublesome results in Quebec.

Q.—Would you tell us why ? A.—Here in Quebec, generally, when the winte!
begins, thejbakers diminish their haking; in diminishing the work, if it was by the
barrel, they would dispense with a man, and that man would be without work in ¢
line.

Q.—Do you think that a workman, with a family, could live at Quebec on threé
or four dollars a week? A.—No, sir.

Q.—Do you not think, then, that it would preferable to have fewer workmen, who
would earn reasonable wages, than to have a number that could not earn enough
liveon? A.—Much better.

Q.— Could not the hours of work be reduced ? A,—Easily. 9

Q.—-If the hours of work were reduced, would more men have to be employed )
A.—It would come to the same thing.

Q.—Would the reduction of the hours of work to cight, and ten hours a 8’
seriously increase the price of bread ? A.—The capacity of the man would give thi3
advantage. The price of flour in Quebec is between five dollars and twenty cent®
and five dollars and ten cents, decreaxing, by barrels, of 198 lbs. )

Q.—Do you think that anything injurious to health is employed in the makio®
of bread in Quebec? A.—I do not see any. "

By the CHAIRMAN :—
Q.~—Nc alum ? A.--Noi at all, sir.
By Mr. Boivin:—

Q.—Do you think that bread is sold of lighter weight than required by law’!
A.—Oh, a great deal. :

Q.—Is there an inspector here named either by the Government, or the COI'I!)’O;
ration, to inspect bread ? A.—TFormerally, it was customary for one to visit us, o
for some years past we do not see any. Besides, the man that visited the shop,
no experience in breadmaking. )

Q.—Have you anything to suggest to improve the condition, either of the man?
facturer or the workman in your trade? A.—~-Yes, sir. )

Q.~-Be good enough to make these suggestions ? A.-—-First, for me, my ide# ¥
opposed to night work, which T consider < obscure,” so to speak for three reasop®;
the first, it is destructive to the human race; the second, that a man who works “
night, leaves home at six o’clock, and returns home about eight or nine, cannpot 500
to the education of his children, cannot see whether his child attends to his duty,
his business or not. There is the mother, but the mother, generally is not listened to-
The third reason is, that a man cannot attend to his religious duties, whatever his 7"
lief may be, because he must sleep to prepare himselt for the work on Sunday nigh

Q.—Do you think, then, that the work that is done at night, could be done ;‘;
advantageouely for the master and workman, in the day time ? = A.—There would
a great saving to the master,

Q.—Would it be preferable to the workmen ? A.—Undoubtedly so. 9

Q.—Can yonsay why the work is not done in day time, as in other trade’
A.—Ilt is an old-time castom, that the masters now consider it impossible to abando™
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By Mr. HEAKEs :—

th Q.—Do you know that in the town of Ottawa the baking is done altogether in
® day time ? A.—I have heard it said; but I have never been out of Quebec.

By Mr. HerBRONNER :—

iy Q—Have any of the masters tried, here in Quebec, to make bread in the day
®? A.—Not that I remember. at least.

By Mr. Fregp :(—

br, Q—Can you say if the working class generally,in Quebec, make their own
6ad, or buy it from the bakers ? A.—They generally buy it.
it g ~—~In Quebec, do the bakers sell their bread directly to families, or do they sell
the grocers ? ~ A.—Half do one thing, and half the other.
Pri ~Do you know what is the average profit the grocers make on the bakers’
oes ? A.—Ordinarily, they calculate to take the thirteenth on every dozen.
Qredi%-‘ls the bread .in Quebec sold for cash, or do you give credit? A.—Much

By Mr. ArMsTRONG : —
g Q—Do you know any bakers in the city of Quebec who use dirty water, or water
t for domestic use ? A.—Yes, sir,
By the CHAIRMAN:—

Queb%\Is not pure water as cheap as dirty water, in Quebec ? A.—It is not in
breg o I speak of a baker who lives out of the city, but who, nevertheless, sells his
%0 in the city. The water works are not in his quarter.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—
ee“as-\Where does the water come from, which he uses? A.—From a well in the

By the CHatRMaN:—

Yes ?{"‘There is only one man, that you know of, who does that? A.—Only one;
» 8Ir, :

(Translation.)

Mrcng, Borvin, of Quebec, Joiner, sworn.

By Mr. Borvin :—

abouQ-‘What have you to state to this Commission ? A.—I would like to speak
t the work and wages of workman.
~—You are a joiner by trade ? A.—~Yes, sir.
~—How many hours do joiners in Quebec work ? A.—Ten hours a day.
n ~—What wages are generally paid for that work ? A.~-In general, one dollar

31d one dollar twenty cents, in summer.

Conty Are the wages the same in winter ? A.—No, sir ; in winter we getininety
and a dollar. e

timg ~—Have you constant work or do you lose much time? A.—We lose}much

—

One Q-\How much do you lose in a year, one month, two months or more ? A.—
Mmonth or two months,~—two months in the year.
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Q.—Are the shops in which you work, comfortable? A.—Yes, sir. "
Q.~—When are you paid ? Is it by the month or the week? ~A.—By the W€

By Mr. WaLsH :—

Q.—On what day of the week are you paid ? A.—On Saturday nights. o
Q.—Do you think it would be better if you were paid any other time ? A.~
Fridays.

By Mr. Borvin:— s

Q—Iave working joiners generally any education, or have they none ? A-
number of them are well enough educated. d

Q.—Do you know of any joiners, and if so how many, who attend the art a0
trade schools, the night schools? A.—About a third. o

Q.—Do you think that if these schools were more numerous they would b §
service to tho class to which you belong? A.—I do not think so. 1t might b®
then were more widely spread, for they are little known of, by workmen.

By the CHAIRMAN :—

.. qot
Q.—The advantage of these schools ie not well enough known ? A.—It 18 n?
well enough known,

By Mr. WaLsH :—

1
Q.—Would workmen as a general rule, be willing to learn at these school®
A.—Yes, sir; if they had the chance of attending they would profit by it.

By Mr. BorviN:—-

Q.—You have given the wages of joiners in general ; can a man who is able, fol
instance, to design a staircase and give the measurements; does a man who posses" ¢
this knowledge not obtain more than one dollar ten, or one dollar twenty cent'?l
A.—Yes, sir; but in a shop, one man alone suffices for that. In a shop ten men w
be found able to do the same thing, and only one will receive one dollar ond B
cents. One thing I wish to report to this Commission, is about the wages in autu®
When the days grow short, they deduct a quarter of u day from the workmen; fr
make them begin at half past seven and they finish at five. They are obliged
bring their dinner, even though they may live at ten minutes’ walk from the Sho]{;
they are obliged to bring their dinner, and eat it coid. In this way, we give as mV
time in winter as in summer, and the wages are much less,

By Mr. WaLsn:—

Q.—Ils it a general rule, in all shops, not to have stoves in them ? A, —Tt i3 th?
ceneral rule. There aro stoves in the shops, but we work out of doors, It

Q.—Does the use of machinery interfere with vour work much here? A~
interferes with us a good deal. 5

Q.—Is any work in your shop done by machiuery? A—Nearly all the work’
done by machinery. There is scarcely any means for a workman, of the joiner clas?
to live in Quebec ; the rents are so high. s

Q.—Ix there sufficient work, outside the shops, te give employment to the M°
in the city ¥ A.—No, sir.
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(Lranslation.)
WiLLian BouLg, of Quebec, Tanner, sworn :
By the CHAIRMAN :(—

ah Q.—What have you to state to this Commisgiun ? A(—.-I find it very queer tha_t
s ‘?85 comes and hires us for a year, and then in winter, in the time of greatest mi-
'Y, turns us off, and, moreover, takes fifty cents from us without warning. They
¢ us work, and take fifty cent~ at a time from us,
i ~—3But this Commission can do nothing for you. A.—I want to speak of the
I8¢ty they causc us.

By Mr. Borvin:—

Q.—In what condition are the tanneries in general ? A.—They are all so-so. It

ork they give us to do, and then they tax us.

dit Q.—I wish to know if the tannery is comfortable to work in, or if it is in a con-
'0n such as to injure the health of the workmen? ~A.—It is more likely to hurt us

th:n to help us recover. There is no stove, only a small stovepipe. When we go in
T, it is like an ice house, and when we come ont af night, it is the same.

isw

By the CliAIRMAN :—
Q

Whe ~—Is it of your tannery you are speaking ? A.—There are some small places
re

Stoves are placed, but they are never heated.
By Mr., Borvin:—

i fiy Q.—What are the wages you generally get, as a tanner ? A.—The highest

the ¢ dollars, and when we have the !msfortune to ask for ﬁ‘ve_dollz.n's and a half,

aut,y nearly put us out doors; they find it is too much, That is in winter., In the

in Unin, when they are willing to take us, they offer us three doilars and a half, but

¢ 8pring they are obliged to give us tour dollars and a half, and five dollars.

oblj L—What are your hours of work ? A. Ten hours’ work.  Sometimes we are
18ed to dissolve the bark, and we work ten minutes, or an hour more, and they

10t pay us for that; they say that is their gain.

Woer.\D“ you know any tannery where dirt or lack of comfort can really hurt the

they M, or the uncleanliness affect the neighbors? = A.—TI know of shops where
Y are obliged to air them, because first, when the skins are turned, it is is a thing

en dp © complain of; the odour is too overpowering. Only those that work there can
e it, and even they are often unable to take their supper; they are too sick.

arg ~—If [ understand rightly, these smells are caused by cortain compounds you
Obliged 1o use in your trade? A —Yes, sir.

whe]_e‘gBut.do you know of tannerie«: where the unc;leapliness could be prev'o‘nted,

Wishe ere ix a want of air? A.—Yes, sir. [ could give you the names, if you

n Q—Do you know of any tunnery where there is want of ventilation, and it is
Ot kepg, o lon? r ,
Pt clean? A.—Yes, sir.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

A Q—Do you know of any tanneries where the skins are worked with the feet ?
= €8, sir,

Work ~—Is it fatiguing work ? A.—-Ah, it would take, so to say, a steam engine to
ut It. 'We commence at seven o’clock in the morning to dance, and see nothing

ing + Poor little body for the rest of the day, naked, and always jumping from morn-

Until night, and it is only with the heat of the feet that the skins can be softened.
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Q.—You are obliged to dance all day ? A.—All day, from seven o'clock in the
morning until seven o’clock at night,

Q.—You have an hour's rest at noon? A.—Yes, sir. "

Q.—The skins are in a puncheon? A.—No, sir; nothing but a sort of sawdus
and the heat of the feet. i

Q.— But the skins, are they in a punchean ? A.—They are in a puncheon, &
we dance on them. y

Q.—What sort of skins are worked in this way? A —Sealskins, muskrat, be#
skins, otter, and other skins.

Q.—-Is that work done from one end of the year to the other # A.—VYes, gir- 5

Q.—Are children ewployed at this work? A ,—They are men, because childre
could not do it. These puncheons come up to our armpits nearly.- We can ouly ho
on by our hands. A grown person cannot endure it long; it causes a hard <kip
the heels of the teet almost like the horn of animals.

Q.—Do you know tanneries where women were employed ?  A. —No, sir.

By Mr. WaLsu :—

Q.—Is this work necessary ?  A.—Yes, sir,

().—Are there no other means? A.—No; without they might use fullers. Thef
wight, by this means, avoid employing people at this work, that is to say, they wol -
employ people, but they would have less misery. Only, the master who had not t
necessary machinery, would be put to more expense in the beginning.

By Mr. HELBRONNER :—

Q.—Have you ever worked outside of Quebec? A.—No, always here.
Q.—Do they impose fines ¢ A.—No, sir.

Joun Brown. Quebec, Cordage Manufacturer, sworn :
By Mr. KERWIN :—

Q.--How many people have you cmployed in your manufactory ? A—H
present we have sixty to seventy, which is our usual number. >

().—Are there any boys and girls among the number ? A —There are a 1€
boys. I have got a memorandum here to which I will refer. There are abo¥
twenty men, forty girls, and a few boys.  Only a few boys, "

().—What are thoages of these girls 7 A.—Why they are all young wome
nearly. 5
().—What is the age of the youngest girl ? A.—I could not tell you, She’
over fourteen. .

Q.—How many hours do these girls work? A.—Ten hours a day, that is ou
time. We never use lighis. We work eight hours without lights, and ten hou®
when it is light enough. .

Q.—What time do they start work? A.—In the summer they work fro?
seven till six, and we regulate the time in winter so as to bring in the eight how™
if it is dark they eannot work untii five o’clock.

Q.—What are the wages paid to the women? A.—They rcceive from forty
sixty cents a day for a day of ten hours. %
‘ 'Q,—-—How many of them receive forty centa ?  A.—I bhelieve about half'uo

them. .

Q.—Do they receive the samo wages in summer ?  A.—We never make ﬂ“,y,_
change. As long as our hands behave properly we never make a change. \
never pull them down in price.

w



\

By Mr. ARMsTRONG :—

doan-*\Vhat are the average wages of the men ?  A.—We pay as high as three
I8

ang oo day. Two dollars, one dollar and fifty cents, one dollar and twenty cents
One dollar a day.

. —~—Do the parties receiving three dollars a day fill the position of foremen
Managers 7 A.—Oh, yes, my foremen receive that. '

sy Q—What are the average wages of a workingman? A.—Itis hard to say. 1
PPose one dollar and twenly cents.

N ~—From what class of industry do you receive your greatest customers. A.—

+ 20 hardly say that. We sell principally to the larger hardware firms in Western

C
s: lada, Ve gell large lots and do not know where it goes to, although we have

Ve deg,
Yes Q~Do you send any to Manitoba and the North-West Territories 7 A.—Oh,
*large quantities to Manitoba and the North-West.
~—Do you use much hemp ? A.—Yes; all hemp. o
lay Q.—In what kind of manufacture ? A.—In the manufacture of twino, we use
g€ quantities.
~—Can you compete with others in your trade ? A.—Yes. o
8o, %—Is that portion of industry on the increase in the Dominion ?  A.—I think
J e fact is, 1 may give an explanation. We work our machinery to the utmost.
O not increase our machinery, we have no desire to do so, and therefore we keep
maOhinery going.
Do you have any night work ? A.—No. _
~Do you employ any unckilled labour ?  A.—Well; we have a few unskilled
» but they are not actually necessary. We traiu unskilled hands in a few days
¥ have any intelligence. _ '
smnn."What portion of the work are women engaged in ? A..-——zgttendmg_ to the
Ng machine principally. They principally attend to the spinning machines.
I the tactory well ventilated ? A.—Oh yes ; it is well ventiluted. )
is o & —And is the sanitary condition of the establishment perfect? A.—Yes; it
Perfect i, every respect.
OF tyg ~Do the men and women work in the same room ?  A.—Yes; there are one
O departments where they work together.
—Are there separate conveniences for both sexes ?  A.—Yes.
—Has the price of your product within the past few years cheapened ?  A.—
Pric depends altoget