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THE POWER AND TRAINING OF THE PULPIT.

PINION is divided as to whether the pulpit is losing or
According to some and from one point

gaining power.
Lers and from another point

of view it is losing ; according to ot
of view it is gaining. Much depends on sympathy and outlook

as well as knowledge of the question. One can but say with
which side the preponderance of opinion rests, supporting his
judgment by such evidence as he may be able to produce.

To make a good beginning and avoid confusion farther cn, let
us define our terms. What are we to understand by the pulpit?
A widely extended institution, and not individual preachers, whose
function is the stated, orderly ministry of the Word. Within these
limits, its aim is to educate and reform, to exert a social and
civilizing force, to improve the moral condition of the world, and
to unite all these ends in one supreme result, the salvation of
men.

And what are we to under
Power may be defined as the capa
intelligent power, the capability of producing a d
The power of the pulpit then < the ability to realize the ends at
which the pulpit as a great institution aims, namely, to reform
and save the world through the preaching ot the Gospel. Some-
times the term influence is confounded with power, and it may be
well to keep them separate, since they are not quite the same.
The pulpit may be more learned, more true, more living, and

stand by the power of the pulpit ?
bility of producing an effect ;
esigned effect.
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have more inherent power than ever, and yet by force of
circumstances be less influential than formerly. Power may
be a constant or a growing quantity, yet circumstances may
arise by which its effect is more or less neutralized. The
skill of brain and hand may be no less now than fifty years
ago, but it is less in demand, and earns less than it did then, and
the reason is that new circumstances and agencies have arisen
which have partially deprived it of ijts former effect and profit.
So may it be with the pulpit. Its real power depends on itself ;
its influence depends on this power, and a combination of circum-
stances. This latter fact must be borne in mind as we come to
a judgment respecting the loss or gain,

Now, what of this power? Is it less or more than it used to
be? Less, according to some, “The decline of the pulpit”,
“The decay of preaching”, “The lost influence of the Church”,
and other sayings like these, are in certain quarters accepted
common-places of our time, But the pulpit has no monopoly of

cant, and that is a sample of the kind of cant to be met with
outside. “The Church has t

that she is now so little able

H
light of men in respect of all that ig highest, truest, and newest, in
what may be known of natur

¢, man, and God. if the Church
writes herself down in letters of incapacity, or uninspired force,
what wonder that the Age takes her at her own poor estimate’’ !
The Church is not exempt from the law of self-respect any more
than other institutions,

If she forgets the respect due to herself,
it is quite ‘too much to expect the world, her antagonist at every

point, to remember it, We are too ready to acknowledge some
of the substitutes for her which secularism would thrust upon us.
She has done too much for th

e world’s betterment in giving it a
Christian civilization, to speak at this late date “with bated
breath, and whispered humb]

eness of realities that are supernal.”
Let her gird herself, not with the authority of tradition and

ecclesiasticism, but that of Truth~strong to-day as in Milton’s

time-—next to God Almighty, and then men will hasten to
acknowledge and bless her power.

In attempting to form a corre
pulpit power, certain circumstance
ered. Not that they are strictly

Ct estimate of contemporary
s of our time must be consid-
new, for in some degree they
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have always existed, but they now prevail in possibly a more
acute form than for a long time past, and are contributory to the
apparent decline of pulpit power which some people, friendly and
unfriendly, seem willing to admit. Powerful agencies for good
have arisen which cross former lines of pulpit activity. Subjects
of which the pulpit once had a monopoly are now discussed and
largely settled in legislative halls, on the public platform, and by
the press; and thus it is brought into competition with wide-
spread forces which formerly either did not exist, or were not so
potent as they are now. But the introduction and energetic
activity of these forces do not imply that the pulpit has necessarily
lost any of its power. The use of steam and clectricity has placed
new forces at man's disposal, but has not weakened at all those
The traction power of the horse and the
ater are as great as cver. The
relation and distribution of influcnce have been shifted.  That is
all.  The new agencies may be more demonstrative than the
pulpit, and still the power of the pulpit may have increased, and
the very agencies which are regarded as its rivals may have
become means for augmenting its efficiency. There may be no

loss, only a new distribution of power.
A great pulpit to-day preaches to the whole Christian world

as its congregation. The press takes up its message with awvidity,
and multiplies it by tens of thousands; and that message becomes
a very significant factor in a life more agitated, more active, more
influential than of old ; and if the life forces are becoming more
intensified the pulpit gains, if only indirectly, by sharing in the
heat and vitality of these intensificd elements.

Is it not a fact also, that this very momentum of a larger life
reacts beneficially upon the Church if her preachers are only
strong and consecrated cnough, and enthusiastic enough, to risc
with, nay to lead the flowing tide? lL.oss in the relative promin-
ence of an agency does not, therefore, nccessarily imply a decrease

of real or absolute power.
One circumstance which is

previously in use.
motive power of wind and w

a standing menace to the power

of the pulpit is the aggressive, subtle worldliness of these days.
This, Of‘course, is not a new foe, but it wears a new face which
often masks its real character, and it ramifies in new directions,
reaching out with an octopus embrace for the Church herself,
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and deceiving sometimes even the elect. This devotion to
Mammon worship is making the preacher’s task peculiarly diffi-
cult. The amazing material development of the century has
intoxicated the world. In the face of this fact, however, the
large congregations which listen to the Gospel, and the generous
support they give to Christian and philanthropic work, furnish
proof, if that were needed, that the power of the pulpit has not
vet seriously declined. At the same time it must be confessed
there are large wastes the pulpit does not reach. Although
multitudes throng the Churches, multitudes also are impatient of
being taught even in centres where the pulpit is endowed with
gifts of the highest order. And what to do to overcome this
impatience and apathy isa problem of grave concern. Some of

the expedients used are worse than failures. When the pulpit
degrades itself and furnishes sensational attractio

ns in competition
with its worldly rivals,

and abdicates its high office of speaking
to men of the love and righteousness of the Eternal Father, even
those who go to be amused do not hesitate to pour their scorn on
the religious show. They accept such preaching at its own low
valuation. Worldly methods are blighting the pulpit. Men
cannot serve God and Mammon. As Ezekiel said of many of
his day: ‘“Their heart goeth after their covetousness.” Any-
thing to gain the world. The excitement and feverish haste and
unscrupulous methods of our time—what do they all mean?
The answer is, hasting to be rich. And the pulpit may not
have wholly escaped the contagion. When that happens the
preacher may preserve his integrity, but sanctity of character
he does not impress. His message may be good yet makes
nobody tremble. He is an occupant of the pulpit but not a
preacher. He is tainted with the worldly spirit. The divinity is
dead within him. He is like the watchman of whom the prophet
speaks, a dumb dog that cannot bark. The world-spirit has
muzzled him. And “the friendship of the world is enmity with
God.” :

Again, the recent development of scientific interest has
introduced a cultus quite unfriendly to the pulpit. Some of us
are old encugh to remember the dreary time when the pulpit was
in a panic, and the scientific high priests of the day spoke of its
conception of the universe with contempt, the time when Tyndall
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les and Haeckel and others championed

and Huxley and Romar
And we

science and natural law as the highest religion for man.
still feel the swell of the controversial storms which then swept
over the world of religious thought. The panic has largely passed
away. Some modifications and adjustments of opinion have

taken place. Some additions have been made to our thought
But the pulpit is still with us, and its voice
.n ever before over the broad face of

the earth, breathing the noblest inspiration into the lives of men.
The pulpit feels, in the first place, the influence of science in
the engrossing attentfon which the latter receives in so many

quarters, to the exclusion of any visible external attention to
religion, and in the practical alliance of science with the worldly
ing the bitter-

and materialistic spirit ; an¢
hich

ness of the conflict between herse
for a time almost unnerved her heart, is still shy of that cultus as

a handmaid, although the controversy has Jargely subsided, and
she remains unshorn of her glory and office as the supreme bene-
factress of men. [t is now for the pulpit to show that even
science is not to remain a preserve and weapon of the world-
materialistic spirit ; and that it is easily convertible into a valuable
auxiliary and agency for gaining high Christian ends. Truth is
one, and there must be 2 place and use for all truth in the service
of Him whom the Church delights to crown “the Lord of all.”
In the second place, the pulpit feels the influence of science
in the modified conceptions of the world which are now freely
disseminated, and as freely accepted, by large numbers of people,
thoughtful and unthoughtful alike. These are facts which the
pulpit cannot ignore. Newspapers, magazines, fiction, text-
books, schools, colleges are saturated with these conceptions of the
world, conceptions which, true or false, glide easily enough and
without shock into the minds of the young, but which for the old
and middle-aged in this country verily change the whole frontiers
of thought. What finely tempered courage, what delicacy of
insight, what passion for souls, what wide intellectual and cthical
discipline, what sense of the indwelling of God must he have who
deals wisely with these things, or, wisely deals not with them!
But they are here with us and refuse to be suppressed. They
have entered into the thought and character and life of this

about the universe.
is heard in more places th:

{ the Church, remember
If and science, and the fearw
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generation, and the pulpit must reckon with them. In this same
connection the question of Biblical criticism may be mentioned,
for it also 1s a disturbing factor in the religious life of the present
day, and the pulpit has to take note of it and separate “the
precious from the vile.” Like science it is floating in the
intellectual and religious atmosphere we are breathing every
day, and shutting our eyes to facts, welcome or unwelcome, will
not abolish them. It is wiser to find for them a place and rela-
tion in the kingdom of the truth.

Another unfriendly circumstance with which the pulpit has
to cope is the skeptical temper. This temper is sometimes
born with men, and may exist quite independently of external
stimulating causes. The form of it best known to the pulpit
springs mainly from the worldly mind, from pride of intellect,
from a frivolous disposition, from ugly moral rents in the
character which the offender tries to conceal from himself by
dropping into unbelief, and from some forms of the scientific
and philosophical spirit.  And it is met with in all classes.
The temper of the few becomes the leaven

through personal contact, the platform,
“This underlying

of the many
and current literature.
skepticism  removes spiritual objects to an
infinite distance, and leads to a concentration of the energies on
other things, such as wealth, pleasure, art, or whatever desirable
object is supposed to be within reach.” The skeptical spirit
and the worldly spirit, being kin, join forces and promote
each other. Accordingly, much of the time formerly devoted
to sowing and cultivating the seed must now be spent in remov-
ing rocks and thorns from the soil, Perhaps in' no period
has the skeptical temper manifested itself more freely or
openly than it does now. True, it has not the gross, shame-
less quality of some past forms, but its intellectualism and
refinement, its attractive literary and scientific dress, may only
render it the more insidious and dangerous. This temper is,
doubtless, the most formidable of all the forces which counter-
act the power of the pulpit, and more particularly, whenever
it causes the utterance of the pulpit itself to be less positive,
or less emphatic, or less eloquent. Looking at these hindrances
and no farther, there are those who, though ever so well disposed,

speak with gloomy apprehension of the power and future of a
great and historic institution.
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On the other hand are those, and they constitute an over

whelming majority, who believe that the pulpit’s influence is not
only more widely extended than ever pefore, but that its voice 1§
as a rule more clear and emphatic; that it has never been more
thorough, never more learned, never more intent on the union of
doctrine and life. Comparing man with man, the preacher casily
ranks in personal influence and worth with the strongest and
most influential men of his community. And the stars of the
pulpit are not eclipsed by the stars of any other profession.
Their parish is the wide Christian world. But even should this
contention remain unchallenged, the pulpit, in view of human
conditions and needs present and to come, must not imagine that
ftS method or power or influence has reached finality. T.ocally
it must be kept fresh and resourceful, amd ready for every new
demand and emergency; SO also, and for similar reasons, must

the Church at large.
In the first place,

ask whether our Uni-
ately alive to the
ately equipped to

may one venture to

versities and Theological Schools are adequ
n.eeds of the preacher ? More : are they adequ

Rive him the training required by the necessities of the time 7 1
include the Universities because of the enormous influence they
wield in the direction and quality they give t0 the culture and
opinions of the Church students who pass through their disci-
plines before entering on their theological studies. Inmy judg-
ment, the University which has the moulding of 2 young man’'s
mind for four years or longet fosters and consolidates a mental

ich two or three brief theological

and moral temper in him wh _
sessions will scarcely affect one way or another. Do the Uni-
Lools keep 10 view the fact that these

versities and Theological 5¢ -
eir whole course

young men are to be preachers,
of study so as to bear on that one thin
school of Engineering, or Mining, oF Surgery every
riculum from matriculation to graduation contempla N .
of an engineering, of mining, of surgical expert. th()[‘Ct.IC;l]
work and practical work g0 hand in hand from start to finish.
Such a course commends jtself as eminently fitted to graduate
proficient men. To be sure, in our Divinity Schools a few cssays
are written, and a homily, a lectur® and a popular sermon are
delivered ; but it is safe to say few ministers ever venture to offer

and arrange th
g above all else? Ina

part of the cur-
tes the making

.
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any of them before a congregation when preaching for a “call”.
One does not forget the lectures on Homiletics and Elocution,
but they are seldom known to fit organically into the rest of a
preacher’s education. ILearning as a discipline or an accomplish-
ment is one thing ; as an equipment for a great calling it is quite
another. The preaching of the Gospel is, as the pulpit fondly
believes, the greatest of all human vocations; is the training for
it, from the first appearance of the young candidate before his
Presbytery, until he is ready for ordination and the pastoral office,
a unity,and so designed and conducted as to make him a “workman
approved unto God, and that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” ? Does the training aim to make
preaching the most consummate and masterly of arts—the art of
building up the Divine in man? “It is for that end and issue

that we wed every form of human knowledge to the knowledge
of God.” How far are our colleges keeping these questions
before them ?  How far the young men themselves?  The matter
is practically entirely in the hands of colleges and students, for
the oversight of the Presbytery, one might add of the Church
also, amounts to nothing. Are the Theological Schools keeping
ir close enough touch with the people to know how modern
thought is affecting them, and what kind of training best meets
theneeds of the age? A Scottish Theological Professor says that
“What we call public opinion should, according to all Protestant
principles, have been Church opinion. When the Church comes
to be regarded as a body standing apart from the nation in
intelligence and cultare, ground has been lost. And when the
University is believed to be out of sympathy with,
sympathy with the spirit of the times it has suffe
Another Professor of the old |
tionalism is the

or not in full
red in prestige.”
and says that “Academic Conven-
most impotent of tempers, and the most depress-
ing of habits.” It will be readily conceded that the University
and Thenlogical education for the pulpit is a matter of the first
importance, for it is of little value if it cannot be converted into
efficient preaching power. The Church needs scholars indeed,
men of the most thorough and varied accomplishments and gifts,
but above all, she needs preachers.

The question may also be asked, Are the preachers them-
selves fully alive to their own requirements ? The “Learning of
L]
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nd moral temper of our time
they must, next to

Let mie recite a

the schools,” and the intellectual a
can do much for them, but when all is done,
the Spirit of God, be their own best helpers.
but still as good as gold.
The pulpit must be made more perfcctly aliz

mony to the truth. The truth of Scripture vit
experience of the preacher is the testimony. Without this

_personal vitalization, not only of Scripture, but of all truth
germane to the message, how can there be any living inspiration ?
j’\"d how can mind become subdued to mind without such living
inspiration in them that teach? The man and his message must
be one. The robe like the Master's must be seamless. It isto
the glory of our calling that this closcness of bond hetween the
man and his work exists nowhere else in the world.  Says the

poet :

few well-worn truths,
ing personal testi-

alized in the

hose heart is warm,

«] venerate the man W
whose doctrine and whose life,

Whose hands are puré

Coincident, exhibit lucid proof

That he is honest in the sacred cause.
To such I render more than me
Whose actions say that they res
that is nothing to me;
am thinking”. S0 may one hear it

an any day, but never of a minister

by any self-respecting person: Even the ungodly are quick to
mark and condemn jncongruity between the sermon and the
preacher’s way of living- We need, therefore, morc than ever a
pulpit in which God's truth for men is not merely quoted or
paraphrased, but, deeply personal and broad-based, 1 wrought
into convincing utterance through the experience of the con-
secrated heart. There is the difficulty, there is the Church’s
weakness. For really to attain to that pever has been casy.
Least of all is it easy in an age SO saturated with worldliness, and

covert and open skepticism s our own.

Next, the pulpit must cultivate an

the real religious needs of men. Very good and eloquent men
Why were the sermons of Chrysos-

may not have this instinct. R
tom, and Bernard, and Luther. and Wesley, and Whitefield so
_powerful in their day, and W esting now ? Because

re respect,

pect themselves.”

I3 . . N .
‘Hls way of living-—Oh! it is of his
egal, or medical opinion I
s ..
poken of lawyer or physic!

instinct for discovering

hy so uninter
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they were so wonderfully adapted to their own day and are not
at all adapted to ours.  \We must take into account the character
of the age as well as the nature of the truth. Jesus always
preached the neceded trauth as needed. His was a Divine tact.
\What labor and truth we waste, and what souls we lose for want
of tact! The unadapted truth is music to the deaf. Yet the
adaptation of truth to the audience is only the means not the
end.  The neglect or perversion of this rule is the degradation of
the pulpit, opening the door for all sorts of fantastic tricks and
expedients to attract a frivolous public attention, and stooping
. “To conquer those by jocular exploits
Whom truth and soberness assailed n vain.”

To secure attention is most legitimate, but the use of unworthy
methods defeats so good an aim, for if the truth is degraded how
shall the people be exalted?  An entertaining is not always an
edifying sermon.  The state of the hearer is the starting point ;
the divine life in Christ is the goal,

In truth, the difficulty which the pulpit encounters in this
work of adaptation is very great. New situations and problems
are constantly arising, and for a time, and without any fault of
its own, the pulpit like other institutions under similar conditions
is bewildered, and unable to find a point of contact. Friends of
social and other reforms, but unacquainted with the usual lines of
Christian work, often do not appreciate the complex, delicate
task involved in this adjustment, and grow impatient and harsh
in their judgments, and charge the pulpit with insincerity, or
temporizing timidity, or self-interest—in al] which they may be
utterly wrong, forgetting how diverse the needs, the -tempera-
ments, the degrees of intelligence and culture it has to
deal with.  Morcover, many a preacher in the terrible flux and
instability of opinion is sorely puzzled what to make of things
for himself. At the same time, to meet the dogmatism of the
worldly or socialistic or skeptical spirit with the dogmatism of
academic theology will not long satisfy an intelligent community,
and dull is the preacher who does not soon discover the fact.
But unless he has as firm a Brasp as any of the matter in hot
dispute, he had better not meddle with it unti] the atmosphere

clears and he sees his way. If, however, he has mastered it and

got his feet upon the firm ground of reality, as far as may be,



THE POWER OF THE pPULPIT. 171

the Bible, and man, and
he is, and how

heir confidence,

;ZIJZ:_PeCt of God, and the world, and
vation through a Redeemer, then how strong
quickly his hearers discover 1t, and give him t
and imbibe his spirit.
enouThe preacher must, in fact, be a theologian. Curiously
. gh, he may begin and continue his work for many a year
with the slenderest possible knowledge of a pmcticnl theology,
the science of applied Christianity-. He ought, in the first place,
to have a reasonably familiar acquaintance with the speculative
and social questions which day by day are calling more urgently
for solution. His theology must be such as can accept the
responsibility of meeting them. He is the religious teacher of
the. community. Morality has its root in religion : and these
SOc.lal and speculative questions touch morality and life at every
point. The preacher must satisfy them, not with answers which
were shaped to meet other and past conditions, evading his
responsibility through fear or indolence, but with “new things from
the treasury of God.” He must deal with them, not from with-
out, but on the basis of intelligent sympathy, as phenomena of
that vaster social life in which we all share, and by which we are
all moved ; for they present, in a word, the field on which the
Preacher can accept in the name and in the strength of his faith

the challenge which is thrown down to him on many sides. and
the Passion, the Resur-

show that the facts of the Incarnation,

rection of Christ contain that which will meet the wants of the
latest age. He will take his stand calmly and enthusiastically on
_Christ. This is his peculiar work as 2 Christian teacher.  And
it furnishes the correct theologicd n which to

regard the present.

. Then, again, a theolog
) y, and should be as clear as
preacher. He must adventure t

| view-point frot

ical view-point of the past is neces-
light to every well-furnished
he future; he ought to know
nt, to plan for the future,

t

hhe past. To understand the prese ‘

e must be master of the past, and of the trend of fts
arvey the whole course of his-

t
the_OlogY- » Accordingly, he must S ! !
orical Christianity, and by earnest examination and reflection

:aster its principle and method of development, and thus raise
.lmSCIf to perfect certainty of his faith, s0 that out of his own
innermost conviction he may bring forth Christian truth for the



172 QUEIEN'S QUARTERLY.

daily life of his congregation. He will then work among his

people, not as a simple believer who preaches the opinions
of his own individual faith and the views of his own Church,
but as a Christian man whose faith rests upon a conviction nour-
ished by facts as wide in their range as the Bible and the
Christian Church.  And by means of this knowledge of the
work of the Divine Spirit down through all the vicissitudes of the
Church’s life, the preacher will be able to enrich his teaching,
strengthen the faith of his hearers, promote their spiritual life,
and safeguard them against the assaults of fear and sin. In a
word : all knowledge and experience must be thrown into the
melting pot of the preacher’s own discipline and consecration,
and out of it will come the concentrated and sanctified power
that will speak to the conscience of man with authority in the
name of the love and righteousness of the Heavenly Father, and
of the brotherhood of man to man.

“The pulpit (in the sober use

Of its legitimate, peculiar powers)

Must stand acknowledged, while the world shall stand,

The most important and effectual guard,

Support, and ornament of virtue's cause.

There stands the messenger of truth ; there stands
The legate of the skies !—his theme divine,
His office sacred, his credentials clear.

By him the violated law speaks out

lts thunders 5 and by him, in strains as sweet
As angels use, the Gospel whispers peace.

He stablishes the strong, restores the weak,
Reclaims the wanderer, binds the broken heart,
And, armed himself in panoply complete

Of heavenly temper, furnishes with arms

Bright as his own, and trains by every rule

Of holy discipline to glorious war,

The sacramental host of God's elect.”

M. MAcGILLIVRAY.
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—

in which each class

HE idea of a constitutional government
d for the trust, be

. of society should, whenever it was fitte
;dmltted to a share of the power and control, never appears to
ave suggested itself to the minds of the medieval politicians.
Nevertheless this has been the end towards which the develop-
ment of national life in Europe has constantly tended, though
the steps towards it have not been taken to suit any preconceived
theory, but have been taken rather to draw forth the energy of
the united people in some great emergency, of to induce certain

classes to grant contributions of money.

_ In spite of the varied circumstances and results we find that
In each of the great European countries, it Was in the thirteenth
century that national assemblies composed of properly arranged
and organised Estates were introduced or consolid:\tcd for the
first time since the establishment of the feudal system of govern-
ment.

What is an assembly of Estates ? It may be defined as “‘an
organised collection, made by repl'esentation or otherwise, of the
several orders, states or conditions of men, who arc recognised as
Possessing political power.”’ A national council of clergy and
barons could not, then, be called an assembly of cstates as it
does not include the body of the people. On the other hand, a
county court, though it did not have ygland the powers
Possessed by the provincial est was 1n
reality an exhaustive assembly of this character.

In all the European constitutions W¢ find a simil
of. the political factors into three estates with, of coursc, some
minor variations ; this arrangement depends on @ princi;v»Ic' \\'ll‘ich
appears to be almost universally accepted, pamely the dlStlllCl{()n
between clergy and laity, the latter being subdivided accor.d'mg
to the custom of the nation into noble and pon-noble, patrician
and plebeian, warriors and traders, landowners and crafts.mcn._

In England, it appeared likely at one time that the Scottish
system would be adopted, namely, the division nto Jords, lay and
clerical, the commissioners of the shire, and the burgesses: at
another the county and borough communities continued to assert

in 1o
n the continent,

ar division
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an essential difference, and ultimately the three estates of clergy,
lords, and commons became the political constituents of the
nation,

The name ““‘commons” is hardly a suitable term to designate
the third estate; it does not denote primarily the simple freemen

or plebs, but the plebs organised and united in corporate com-

munities for particular purposes. The commons are the “com-

munitates’”, the organised bodies of freemen of the shires and
towns; and the estate of the commons is the “communitas
comumunitatum”, the general body into which those communities
are combined for parliamentary purposes. Hence the term, as
applied to the class of men that is neither noble nor clerical, is
taken from the political vocabulary, and does not indicate any
primary distinction of class. Besides, the shire and borough
communities are the collective organisations paying their taxes
in common through the sheriffs or other magistrates, and are
represented in common by elected knights or burgesses; thus
they are the represented freemen as opposed to the magnates,
who live among them but receive a special summons to parlia-
ment ; they are the residue of the body politic, the common
people, so called in a sense entirely different from the former.
We must remember, however, that the term “communitas” has
many different meanings in constitutional phraseology ; some-
times it is applied to the whole three estates, sometimes to the
governing body of the nation, and somstimes to the body of
representatives.  As ordinarily used, then, the title of “commons’
may claim more than one derivation, besides th
plied by history.

The commons are the third est
would scarcely arise between tle

find that, both in England and other countries, the latter have,
through courtesy, been given first place : so that the order of the
estates is clergy, lords and commons. The king has never been
regarded as an estate of the realm, but as supreme, in theory if
not in practice, the head, rather than a limb of the body politic.

In the witenagemote of the Anglo-Saxons we find a council

composed of the wise men of the nation; in the court of the
Norman kings we tind a similar assembly with a somewhat

different qualification ; and in that of Henry II. we have a com-

at which is sup-

ate; the question of precedence
barons and the clergy, but we
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plete feudal council of the king’s tenants. In the thirteenth
century the feudal council is turned into an assembly of estates,
the constitution of the third estate being drawn from the ancient
local machinery which it concentrates. But the process of the
establishment of this system was a matter of growth, and hence
we must inquire, first, how the two first estates became separated
from each other, and, secondly, what were the steps by which the
Tepresentative system was completed.

In the first or spiritual estate is included the whole body
?f the clergy, whether endowed with land or tithe, whether digni-
fied or undignified, whether sharing or not sharing the privileges
?f baronage. In its spiritual character this estate possesses an
Internal cohesive principle, and the main question is to determine
in what way the material bonds petween it and the temporal
estates were loosened so far as to give that cohesive principle its
full liberty. This affects chiefly the prelates or ecclesiastical
lords. Though during both the Anglo-5axon and Norman
Periods the ecclesiastical and temporal magnates were distinct
both in character and functions, yet as counscllors it is very hard
to distinguish the action of each. The ealdorman and sheriff
Never usurped the function of the bishop, nor did the bishop, as
a spiritual man, lead an army into the field; if he ever did 50, oF
acted as a secular judge, he did it as & jandlord, and not as
bishop. In the court of the shire the ealdorman declared the
secular law, and the bishop the spiritual. In the witenagemote,
however, no definite line of this kind was drawn petween lay and
Cl.erical advisers. Under the Norman sovereigns there was no
division of the great council into bishops and barons, though
When ecclesiastical questions were raised, the prelates frequently
took advantage of their spiritual organisation, which  they
Possessed in addition to their baronial status, to sit and delib-
erate by themselves. Even after the formal adoption of the
System of taxation, as it was under Henry [ and Henry T, the
bishops and abbots sat, as tenants-in-chicf, with the barons to
grant aids, took part in the judicial proceedings of the supreme
court, and advised the king. Thus while there always BXIS(C('l a
Tadical distinction between Jayman and clerk, yet in all C‘?"q“t”'
tional action the spiritual character was sunk in the paronial, and
the prelates and barons held their places by 2 common tenure,

and as one body.
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From the time of the econquest, however, causes had been in
operation whose natural tendency was to force the clergy. to
realise their constitutional place, and to bring about a real union
of the prelates with the inferior clergy. The first of these causes
was the growth of conciliar action in the church under Lanfranc
and Anselm. In the ecclesiastical synods which were established
the clergy had a common field from which the barons were ex-
cluded, and a principle of union next only to that inherent in
their common spiritual character. In the different synods of the
nation, the province and the diocese, the clergy possessed a com-
plete constitution ; the assemblies were composed not only of the
prelates, but of the chapters, the archdeacons, and also the
parochial clergy. Thus the clergy had an organisation which
was in most respects the counterpart of the national system of
court and council,

Another cause tending to produce unity among the clergy
was the introduction and growth of canon law, the opening for
which was made by the act of the conqueror forbidding the hear-
ing of ecclesiastical causes in the popular courts. By this the
clergy were removed from the jurisdiction of the common law,
and thus a double system of judicature arose; bishops, arch-
deacons, and rural deans had their courts of justice as well as
their councils. Men were lead to study this new system of law
more closely through the persecution of Ansehln, the weakness of
Stephen and the controversy with Becket ; while the legislative
abilities of the archbishops were scarcely equal to the task of fol-
lowing the footsteps of Alexander I11. and Innocent III.

Thirdly, the struggles for clerical liberties and immunities,
fought out under Henry 1. and Henry I1. had revealed to all men
the growing differences of status. The frequent appeals to Rome,

the action of legates, the increased number of questions that
sprang up between the temporal and spiritual powers throughout
christendom generally, all tended to impress a distinct mark on
the clergy.

But it 15 in the point of taxation of property that the distinc-
tive character of the clergy chiefly asserted itself, The taxable
property of the clergy consisted either of land under the name of
temporalities, or of tithes and offerings, known as spiritualities.

So long as taxes were imposed only on the land there was no
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pay(ii:;“sceu:z thefblshop's ac.t'ing constitutionally with the barons,
lands held gss or their military fiefs and carucage§, and for their
began to be tay ((i)ther tenure ; put when the spmtual'rcvetmcs
in which the IX};- , the clergy in general were touched in a point
a prOfessionala:l ylhad not}}mg in common with fheql‘. It roused
history. Th Jealousy 'whlch was abundantly justified by later
by the tax;lt? constltu.tl.onal action of the clergy was developed
developed ion of Spl?‘ltuals, just as that of the comnions was

Upe by the taxation of moveables.

little d[i)ffi(;ethe reign of Stephen there appears to have been very
estates of thnci'between the King's treatment of the castles and
I1. bishons e bishops and of the b ' In the reigt of Henry
the knig}?: 'ar;d barons alike were required to gIV¢ an accoun'[ of
ordinance Sf ees !1eld .of 'them. and to pay AC(f()l'(llllgly.. The
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churches 198 no t.axgs were imposed on the ﬁ'echold.s of parish
administ’ a.nd it 1s 1mprobable that during the remainder of the
ration of Hubert Walter any unusual demand was made

Upon the clergy.
dem:i,gder John, however, there was @ §
demands upon the clergy. In the early‘ par
but aft S were made of the result of which \\{e have no
an endel the death of Archbishop Hubert this .ObSCllI'lly came to
ol On the 8th of January, . bishops were Suit’
pa y the king and asked to e bcnehccd clergy to
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usly refused,

at \
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three vears to the crusade. In 1224 a carucage was granted by

the prelates separately from the barons ; in 1225 when t.he nation
generally paid a fifteenth, the clergy granted an additional sum
from the property that did not contribute to that tax. In 1226
the beneficed clergy by request of the pope granted the king a
sixteenth for his own necessities ; in 1229 Gregory IX. demanded
a tenth for himself,

It was from such demands for grants from the spirituality
that the custom arose of assembling the clergy in separate assem-
blies for secular business, a custom which has had a very great
influence on the history of parliament. In 1231 the bishops
objected to a scutage imposed without their consent ; in 1240
they rejected a demand of the legate because the inferior clergy
were not represented.  Public questions began to be discussed
more frequently in ccclesiastical assemblies as these assemblies
assumed a more definite constitution and consistency under
oppression.  The numerous petitions for the redress of grievances
show the growing spirit of independence among the clergy, as
well as the determination of the king and pope to crush it. By

their action on such occasions the clergy gradu
distinct organisation as an

possessing deliberative, legis

ally developed a
estate of the realm, asserting and
lative, and taxing powers.
It is a more difficult matter to determine definitely the cir-
cumstances that drew the line between lords and commons and
so defined the estate of the baronage. The result, however, is
evident ; the great landowners, tenants-in-chief, or titled lords,
who appeared in parliament in person, became separated by a
broad line from the frecholders, who were represented by the
knights of the shire. Legal authority fixes upon the reign of
Iidward IT1. as the period when this separation was completed,
and recognises as the immediate cause of it the change in the
character of qualification, from barony by tenure to barony by
writ.  This authority, however, settles the question of personal
and family right rather than the intrinsic character of the baronage.
We might expect an hereditary baronage to be characterised
by some distinction of blood, or by the extent and tenure of its
lands, or by some definitions of law and custom, or by the posses-

sion of peculiar privileges bestowed by the sovereign, or by the
coincidence of some or all of these,
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of the innovations were introduced, which, by developing the
land-laws, gave considerable impulse to the growth of the baron-
age as a separate class.  The rule of succession by primogeniture
was established in the reign of Henry II. It was also during the
thirteenth century that the rule seems to have been at least
partially established that the tenant must not alienate his land
without the consent of his lord. The various acts passed during
the thirteenth century for the purpose of restraining alienation,
whether they were general or whether they affected only tenants-
in-chief, no doubt tended to the concentration and settlement of
great estates and so must have increased the distinction between
greater and smaller landowners.

The character of barony is recognised rather than created
by the definitions of the law ; but the observance of the rule of
proportionate payment of reliefs, the special provision that the
baron must be amerced by his equals or before the royal council,
and the rule that he must be tried only by his equals, undoubtedly
served to mark out who those equals were, and so to give greater
consistency to a body already restricted and beginning to realise
its definite and common interest,

It was, however, by the royal action in summons, writ, and
patent, that the baronage was finally created and defined as an
estate of the realm. It was by special summons “propriis
nominibus” that Henry I., Henry 11., and the barons of Runny-
mede, distinguished the greater from the smaller vassals of the
crown. Thus the constitutional change which finally decided
the character of peerage was the making of the status of the
peers depend on the hereditary reception of the writ, rather than
on the tenure which had been the original qualification for sum-
mons,

As carly as the reig

n of Henry 1. traces are to be found of a
class of vassals who in

addition to receiving special summons to
council, had special summons to the host, and led their own

dependents to battle.  Under Henry III. and Edward I. the
custom was either continued or introduced of summoning by
special writ to the council a much smaller number of these

“majores barones” than were specially summoned to perform
military service. It is to this body of select h

ereditary barons,
that the term “peers of the land”

is properly applied. The year
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was a model which has been followed substantially ever since.

Gradually the knights of the shire and the representatives of
the towns began to draw together, and in the reign of Edward
III we find them uniting and sitting apart from the Lords as a
distinct House of Commons, though at first they did not claim
an equal power with the Lords, but acted rather as humble peti-
tioners for redress of grievances.

The causes that led to this separation of the knights of the
shire from the barons and their union with the burghers are of
two kinds: (1) negative, those which tended to separate them
from the barons; (2) positive, those that tended to unite them
with the burgesses. .

That part of the third estate represented by the knights of
the shire contained not only the rest of the tenants-in-chief, not
included among the barons, but all the freeholders of the county,
and hence the elected knights were the representatives of all who
met in the county courts. In practice the selection of represen-
tatives would depend on the chief landowners, whether they held
of the king-in-chief or of a mesne lord. In theory their bond of
union lay in their common membership of a particular shiremoot ;
but as a political body they had class interests and affinities, and
we might naturally expect their sympathies to be with the barons.

We find, however, that from the time when the Conqueror
exacted the oath of fealty from all landowners, that the kings
seem to have depended on the provincial knights and freeholders
for help against the great feudatories. The tyranny of the great
barons would fall first on their own vassals ; while the smaller
landowners would lic in a position to be coveted by their greater
neighbours, Hence the two classes would be drawn together by
common dangers. These sympathies were turned into a feeling
of real unity by the efforts made by the kings, especially by
Edward 1. to eliminate the political importance of tenure. The
obligation to receive knighthood, imposed on all who owned
enough land to furnish knightly equipment, the common service
in war, and the attempt to compel foreign service, all helped to
draw the two classes together. The abolition of subinfeudation
in 1290 increased the number of minor tenants-in-chief and tended
to diminish the difference between the two classes.

Besides being drawn together by common dangers and by
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the royal policy both classes of frecholders had another bond of

union in the work of the county court.
In addition to these causes their presence in the national

council as representatives would tend to scparate them from the

barons and to draw them to the representatives of the towns.

' There were also various social intluences that operated to
bring the townsmen closer to the tfreeholders. The younger sons
f)f the country knight would seck wife, occupation or estate,
in the towns. The small landowner and the tradesman met

on similar terms and were drawn together by both local and
Such were some of the chief influences

of the knights of the shire with the
ate of the realm, the House of
it is constituted in England
pe in that

political sympathics.
that led to the union
burghers, to form the third est
Commons. The third estate as
fiiffers from the same estate it other countries of Luro
it includes the landowncrs below baronial rank. In most of the
other systems it contains only the rcprcscnmtives of the towns
OV. chartered communities. It was this shire system which con-
stituted the strength of the third estate in England. In the
knights of the shire lay 2 concentration of the powers of the
C'Ounty courts. They formed a body which not only helped to
link the baronage with the burghers, but which the crown could
not diminish at will as it could the pumber of barons oF of the

representatives of the towns. These knights werc

generally exhibited a spirit of independence, and
be crushed as was the Spanish cortes by Charles \'. and Philip

I?' Their rights were not rooted in royal privilege which the
giver might take away, but in the most primitive institutions
and in those local associations which are practically indelible.
Such were the divisions of the three estates of the realm,
but there were many subordinate distinctions, cross divisions,
and a large residue which lay outside of the p()litical body.  But
though the classification is not an exact or an exhaustive division
of all sorts and conditions of meih yet it presents & rough sum-
mary of the political constituents of the kingdony, and it was the
arrangement on which the theory of the medieval constitution

was based.
Before going on t
composed, it may be we

also men who
who could not

s of the body thus

o examine the power
the electors of the

il to inquire who were
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representative members. On any just theory of representation,
the elected members should represent those who had not the
right to appear personally in the assembly, and they should be
elected by the persons they represent. The knights of the shire
were the representatives of the community of the shire which
was represented by the county court.  While there is considerable
variation of opinion on the subject, the general conclusion seems
to be that the right of electing knights of the shire belonged to
the whole body of suitors at the county court. It is, of course,
quite probable that this theory may not have been put in practice,
as no doubt many of the tenants-in-chief possessed a great deal
of influence in the county courts and used it to sway the election
of representatives. It is a matter of greater uncertainty who
were the electors of the borough members. From what records
we have it would appear either that the members were nominated
in the borough assembly, or that deleg
that assembly to elect them, and
sheriff before the election took pl
We must next consider the
what degrees the new elements

ates were appointed in
a return thereon made to the
ace in the county court.

question to what extent and by

of parliament were admitted to
an equal share with the older elements in the powers which were

already secured or asserted, and to what extent and by what

steps the commons were placed on a constitutional level with the
other two estates.

Before the end of John's rei
secured by the g
taxation they h

gn the following rights had been
reat council of the nation : (1) With regard to
ad secured the concession that no tax except the
three fendal aids should be levied without their consent given in
an assembly duly convoked. They had also been consulted as to
the manner of assessment and had given advice and consent to
the way in which the taxes were to be collected,

(2) In legisla-
tion their rights to

advise and consent had been formally
recognised and they had exercised a power of introducing

amendments of the law by means of petitions, (3) In judicature
they had exercised the right of accepting and ratifying the judg-
ments of the king against high offenders, (4) As a supreme
deliberative council they had been consulted on questions of
foreign policy, of internal police and national defence, and by a
series of acts of clection, acknowledgment, and acceptance of
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the kings at their accession ; they had also secured a recognition
of their right to regulate the succession.

During the minority of Henry IIL. these rights were fully
maintained, and in some respects enlarged. In taxation they
had several times refused grants demanded by the king, and
when they did grant money they carefully prescribed the manner
of assessment and collection. In legislation they had not only
taken the initiative by petitions but had refused their consent to
changes in the law, in words which were accepted as the state-
ment of a constitutional fact. Though their judicial power was
lessened in practice by the strengthened organisation of the royal
courts, it remained in full force with respect to high offenders,
and causes between great men. In their general political power
there was a great increase ; they had determined the forcign policy
of the crown ; had not only dismissed the king's minister but had
placed the royal power jitself in commission, and had drawn up
new constitution for the nation, and imposed new oaths on the

king and his heir.

Other claims besides thes
one of the chief being the princiP
depend on the redress of grievances, and
should determine to what special purpose the su
be appropriated, a claim which was admitted by the royal
advisers. The right to control the action of the king by a resi-
dent elective council was also asserted ;. but though Henry was
compelled to accept these terms, he refused to admit them as a
matter of right, and they were finally rejected with the full consent

of the nation. o
In the early part of the reign of Edward 1. all the privileges
that had been used or gained under Henry 1. were fully exer-
cised. In the later part of the reign additional rights were
acquired by the constitutional organisation. But there were two
drawbacks which materially affected the value of ll'lc rights of
parliament; (1) the king's prerogativc, (2) the right of the

individual.
Though the national council had acquired t.hc right’m be
consulted on all four points of administrative policy. yet it had
that policy. Taxes

not secured. the exclusive right to determine ! '
might be granted by parliament, but the king could claim the

by parliament,

¢ were also made
hould

Je that grants of money s
that parliament

pplies should
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usual aids without consulting parliament, could increase the cus-
toms by separate negotiations with merchants, and could at any
time secure money by bargains with private individuals. The
laws were issued with the advice and consent of parliament, but
legal enactments, such as assizes or ordinances, might still be

issued without such consent. The king’s court, or curia regis,

o
might be used to defeat the right of the barons to be judged by
their peers.

And the political action of the crown could be de-

termined, both in foreign and domestic matters, without refer-
ence to anything but the royal will.

The second difficulty that arose w
individuals to consent to, or dissent
enacted; such as taxes im
course the refus
come by force ;
tax to which its

as regarding the rights of
from, measures that were
posed by the national council. Of
al of an individual baroy could easily be over-
the claim of a particular community to refuse a
own representatives had not assented might be
overcome in the same way. The refusal of an estate of the
realm to submit to taxation to which it had not consented was a

different matter, and such a refusal was made by the clergy in
1254.

vereign body, Hence-
heir grants in different
represented, and acted

ates, through making t
measure and by separate vote, were fully

in taxation, as in other matters, as a consolidated parliament.
The right of regulating taxation was not limited to direct grants
of money, but extended also to the regulation of the customs.
In 1297 the king, in confirming the charters, recognised the

exclusive right of, parliament to authorise taxation. Thus the

right of the commons to a share in the taxing power of p

. arliament
was admitted.

It was in a somewhat different way that the right of the
three estates to share in legislation was established. The con-

sent of individuals was of much less importance in the enacting
of a law than in the levying of a tax. The tax was granted by
the nation, while the law was enacted by the king. The tax
might be cousented to by the nation in different ways, by estates,
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rporately in parliament.

by communities, by individuals or co
But the law was enacted once for all by the king with the counscl
and consent of parliament; and it was no longer in the power of
the individual, the community, of the estate to withhold its
O_bedience with impunity. While it is possible that in early
times it has been customary for Jegislation to receive the assent
of the people in local assemblies, at the same time we are forced
to conclude that legislation pt‘Opel']y belonged to the king's
council. In the twelfth century that council consisted of only
the magnates, but by the end of the thirteenth it contained also
the inferior clergy and the commons. The Jatter, while being
regarded as fully competent to discuss a tax, were not regarded
as equally competent to frame a law. Still the right of the
nation to determine by what laws it should be poverned was not
disputed. It had been admitted by Canute and the Conqueror,
and it had been practically admitted in the pmnull;:;ttion of the
Great Charter and the Provisions of Oxford in the county courts.
The enactment of Edward II.in 1322, that matters to be estab-
lished touching the estate of the king and his heirs, the realm
and the people, shall be treated, accorded and established in
parliaments by the king and by the assent of the prelates, carls,
barons, and the commonalty of the realm, is but an amplification

of the principle laid down by his father in 1205
It is to be noticed, however that the legislation of Henry

II1. and most of that of Edward I. was enacted in assemblies to
which the commons were not summoned. While Edward found
himself compelled to secure the co-operation of the commons
with the other two estates in matters of taxation, yct his legis-

lative work was carried on without the co-operation of the com-
mons until they had enforced their right to be heard.  And

though in the later part of the reigh of Edward 1. the right of the
n was recognized, yet they were

commons to share in Jegislatio :
not placed on an equality with the other cstatcs, :l.nd it was a
long time before they were allowed more than the right of peti-
tion or request. We may Say; however, that, on the whole, the

functions of the three estates in legislation were very imperfectly

defined.
In the judicial power of parliament the commons had no
share, and it is worthy of note that the estate which retained the
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judicial power of the national council, also retained the sgecial
right of advice and consent in legislation, these rights bemg a
survival of the time when the magnates were the whole parlia-
ment. '
“Regarding the functions of parliament in deliberating on

points of general policy and the right of the commons to share

in the discussion of foreign affairs or internal administration

little is known. It is certain that the right of such deliberation
was exercised by the great men before the time of the Great
Charter, and the evidence goes to show that they retained the
right.  The principle asserted by Edward 1. in 1295 would ap-

pear to relate to this power of the national council even more
dircctly than to taxation or legislation,
often been done before, silence was cons
absent as well as the present.

but, in practice, as had
trued as assent from the

JasmeEs KEILLOR.

HOW PLANTS UsE ANIMALS.

A CHAPTER IN ECOLOGY,*

ress of botanical research and discovery, during the
present generation, has necessitated the establishment of
new departments in the scientific study of plants.

years a knowledge of their morphology was consid
object of botanic investigation,
fessors and students

HIZ prog

In our early
ered the sole
The time and attention of pro-
alike were devoted to the careful examina-
tion of the forms and arrangements of the different parts or

members of phanerogamous plants, that they might acquire the
knowledge necessary to detect and name the species that came
under their notice. Between 1870 and 1880 the study of vege-
table physiology was gradually introduced into the Universities
of America from Germany, where it had made great advances
during the preceding decade. Improvements in the microscope,
the discovery of new methods in chemical analyses, and the in-
vention of suitable apparatus for histological and physiological

“In lexicons this word is spelled (Ecology, but writers generally drop the O.
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work, have enabled the student to enter upon new fields of dis-
covery undreamt of in the speculations of the older botanists.
\Y.e“'equipped laboratories, with a rich display of working fa-
cilities for the prosecution of original research, have taken the
place of the table beside the window, where the student -sat
down with his handful of plants, his text-book and a pocket lens,
to work out the scientific names of his specimens—an achicve-
ment by which he was believed to have rcached the extreme
boundary of botanic knowledge. L.aboratory work has now be-

come almost universal.

The introduction togams into college

of the study of cryp
Courses has opened up an almost unlimited territory, where rich
mines of knowledge exist, t0 reward the patient toil of the ad-
venturous discoverer. With the enlargement of the area of
study has come an increase in the number of subjects demanding
attention, thus rendering specialization an absolute necessity.
We may mourn the departure of the days when a naturalist was
CxReCte(I to teach geology, zoology and botany, but we cannot
resist the inevitable.

The progress of phanerogamic botany is marked by the
establishment of the departments of histology, anatomy, com-
parative morphology, physiology and pathology, cach of which
now claims its specialists.* Gimilar success has attended the
study of the lower plants, and important fields for rescarch have
been opened up among the algae and fungi which affect so
ef‘te“SiVely the agricu]tural and manufacturing intercsts of every
civilized country. The various rusts and smuts and mildews
that injure our crops and lessen out harvests—the bacteria that
sour our milk, or give taste and odor to our putter and cheese, or
Lring fevers and other Jiseases to our homes and domestic
animals—the different species of plants which cause fermentation
and effect the raising of bread and the production of beers, wines,

etc., are all demanding further investigation. «Already the estab-
lishment of bacteriological laboratories and a huge special
literature—of zymo-technical Jaboratories and courses on the
study of yeasts and mou cultural stations, for-

Id-fungi—of 38"} ;
estry and dairy schools, and so ol 1l thesc are SIgns of the

1—3a

P’resident of Botanic Section, British

A *See address of . Marshall Ward,
ssociation, Toronto, 1897



Lo QUEEN'S QUARTERLY.

inexorable results of progress.” The development of industries
like brewing, dyeing, forestry, agriculture, is making special
demands on botany: ‘“‘the progress of bacteriology, palaeontology,
pathology, economic and geographical botany ’’ is continually
asking special questions and demanding answers,

The recent progress in the study of the physiological func-
tions of plants has led to the division of physiology into two
general departments, (1) physiology proper, (2) ecology. The
first of these deals with the various forces and phenomena which

constitute the life of the plant, that is, the different functions of
its organs, such as the function of nutrition

and the manner in which they are distribute
members and tissues.

or of reproduction,
d among the various
In the higher classes of plants *each
member of cach tissue is adapted to the performance of one or

more functions and is the organ by which its special kinds of
physiological work are done”. (Vines.)

The second (ecology) treats of the ada
its environment, in other words,

natural forces and the living bein
exercise

ptation of the plant to
the relations of the plant to the

gs of the world around it which
any influence upon the performance of its functions.

For example, the activity of the assimilatory function of green
leaves is altogether dependent upon exposure to light of adequate

intensity and to a suitable temperature. (Vines.) In the case of

plants with highly colored flowers fertilization can only be secured
by the visits of insects.

Passing over the relations of plants to climate, soil, and the
presence of neighbors of friendly or unfriendly character, we will

confine our attention altogether to one phase of their adaptations
to animals.  The special subject we have in view is :—

HOW PLANTS USE ANIMALS FOR NUTRITIVE PURPOSES.

Nitrogen enters into the com
and is consequently a necessary e
ments have proved that it is der
the air, but from compounds of a

widely distributed in nature, and are furnished to the plant
dissolved in the soil-water. Plants, with few exceptions, have
no power to assimilate the free nitrogen of t}e atmosphere, and
soon perish if the soil in which they grow contains no nitrogen

position of proteid substances
lement of plant-food. Experi-
ived, not from the nitrogen of
mmonia and nitrates which are
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tions where the necessary

com , . . .
pounds. When growing in posl
lled to resort to other

:;::i:no?annot be obtained they are compe
the bodies Sufpply.. Some.secure abundan'Ce for- their needs from
the greate of animals which they e:ntrap in various ways, and as

r number of these are insects the plants have been

called insectivorous plants.

About 460 plants are k s dependent

nown which are more or les

:v?:)}:] tt}::: source {for their nitrogen, an'd are cormse<]lxexltl)"providctd

prey. TES, pitfalls and f)ther contrl‘v‘ances for capturing their

restrial a ;‘y beloPg to different farmh.es or o'rders’ of b()}h ter-

devices f: aquaFlc forms, fmd are fur.mshed with widely different
s for securing the animals required for food.

SPicu(zng;: I.—Among these insectivorous plants t!le most con-

eight s .elong t.o the order Sarracenmceae,.\vhlclil .cml)mces
pecies, distributed between three genera, inhabiting North

Ameri ..
merica and British Guiana.
'II: Th.e best known of these are:
he six species of pitcher plants (Sar

(S. . .
purpurea) is common 1 Canada, and

So
uthern States. They abound in mossy bOgS, and along the
al plants, with stems from a

?c?;ffés 9f lakes.. They'are }?erenni . .
noddin e‘fgihteen inches in height, term! atefi by a mnglc, large,
colour g flower, of a deep purp]é or sonfetlmcs grecmsh-purplc
base o.f The large leaves are arrang(?d n a. rosctte around the
trum the stem, and are eight to ten inches n .len;;th, hollow or
side Eet'ShaPed; ascending, curved, bro:.tdly winged almlxg (_)nc
inar omn the base to the mouth of the pltchcr,_ ;m('l terminating
Edgedoinded’ al‘ch’ed hood at the apex. The wing 1§ hordered or
An ab y a purplish cord, which also runs around the mouth.
CO]O‘url.mda”C? of purple veins contributes to the beauty of the
i"Sectmg. The pitcher is partly filled with wa?er and drowned

s. The hood is ornamented with brilliant colours and

C] 1 N . . - .
othed on its inner surface with stiff polished bristles pomting
tube 1s exceedingly

S:X:t"l"ards. \.Vitl.xir‘r, the §urface of .the .
has En;, rendering it ?mpossxble for an insect to cr‘awl out after it
is rendered. The t.lnckened smooth lip, su'rroundl.nfz the mouth,
winged ered attra.ctlv.e by a sweet secretion which lures bf)th
thei,' and crawling insects to enter. In the southern species,

ing also secretes nectar along its whole length, and presents

‘racenia), of which one
| the other five in the
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an irresistible attraction to ants and other wingless creatures.
Mrs. Mary Treat informs us that she ‘ noticed on some of the
plants a line of small ants, extending from the base of the leaf
to the summit, feeding on the secretion ; so numerous were they
that they crowded one another, but all steadily advancing to the
opening, down which they disappeared.’’*

She describes in
graphic language the

very fricndly and fraternal ” manner in
which they meet and pass each other, going to or returning from
their feeding grounds on other plants. But “mark the difference
when the ants are feeding on the sweet secretion of Satracenia
variolaris ; now they crowd and jostle one another, and seem
wild in their movements, and all are advancing in one line to-
wards the summit of the leaf, on reaching which they disappear
down the wide throat of the insatiable Sarracenia. No return
line here.” On one occasion she placed a number of leaves in
vases of water, in her study, to keep them fresh, and opened the
windows to admit the insects swarming in the warm air outside.

When a sufficient number had entered she closed the screens to
the windows and watched the results.

The flies were soon at-
tracted to the plants,

and as soon as they tasted the secretion,
they began to act strangely as if intoxicated. If she touched
one, it would fly a short distance and ret
would soon be ““ buzzing inside

the dry, siooth surface, and ever falling back, until it was ex-
hausted and still.””  If a leaf was taken from the vase, turned
mouth down, and the tlies shaken out, they soon returned again.
*“ They would pass their legs over their wings, but they were un-
steady on their feet, and seemed to be intoxicated. Every fly I

liberated ceventually returned to the open mouth and walked in,
as if fascinated by some spell.”

urn immediately, and
of the tube, trying to walk up

The room was soon * cleared of flies—-all lured into the fatal
traps.”  The windows were re-opened and a new swarm admit-
ted, among which were two or three yellow-jackets—wasp in-
sects.  One of them soon lighted upon a leaf, tasted the sweet
secretion on the edge of the wing, and proceeded hurriedly and
wildly along the line of sweets until it reached the opening.....-
In a little more than a minute from the time jt alighted it was a

safe prisoner within, buzzing and ﬂuttering and stirring up the
“Home Studics in Nature, by Mary Treat, p. 189,
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rts to escapc~—tried to
k till exhausted and
ated day after

lCrllilrFr)]rl;S(z:]ed flies. It made frantic effo
powerl le smooth surface, ever‘falling bac
dav fore:S to move. The'experlments were repe ]

; wo months, both in the field and in the house, with the

sam .
e results. Insects of every order were entrapped and their
s of raw beel were substi-

bodies di
tOdles digested by the plants. Piece
uted for insects and were readily absorbed by the digestive
organs.
ia, and (3) the Heliamphora

of Bi: "Fhe I).arlingtonia of Cal?foru .
Whicthh Guiana, also bear pitchers pf'lrtly fil
entrap insects and absorb their juices
of tl—?RDER II.—A second family of insectivorous pl

e Nepenthaceae which is 1‘epresented by the single genus
N?pef‘theS, containing about forty-five species. They occur
principally in the Malay Archipelago, but extend to Ceylom
Australia, the Seychells and Madagascar. Most of them are
Chfnbi“g shrubs growing in gwampy soil: Their leaves have
foliaceous petioles which form, at their extremities, pitchers sut-
mounted by a hinged lid. Inside the pitchers is secreted a
watery, slightly acid fluid, partly filling the cavities. Upon the
lips of the pitchers, as in the case of the Garracenia, is produced
a sweetish substance exceedingly attractive to winged insccts

which, falling into the fluid within, are soon dissolved by it, and
plant for its nourishment. r.

their substance absorbed by the

Hooker found that although the fluid within the pitcher of
Nepenthes possesses extraordinary power of digestion, yet when
¢ been excited, and

r?moved from the pitchers, pefore they hav X
placed in a vessel, it has u0 such power although 1t1s already

acid. Darwin accounts for this fact by the supposition that the
proper ferment is not secreted until some exciting matter is

absorbed.*

OrpEer I111.—The Droseraceac is a large family of very
remarkable plants, distributed throughout the world, and fre-
quently abounding in bogs and marshy localities. It embraces
six genera and about one en species, one hundred
::j these belonging to 2 single gen Owing to its

aptation for entrapping insects, has agtracted a

led with water,

ants 1s that

* N
Darwin, Insectivorous Plants: p- 97.
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large share of attention, and several of its members have been
subjected to numberless experiments.

1. In some respects the most wonderful species is the Venus’
fly-trap (Dionaea muscipula), so named from the extreme irritabil-
ity of its leaves, which quickly close like a steel-trap at the
sl'ightest touch. It is a native of the eastern part of North
Carolina, where it flourishes in sandy bogs along rivers from the
Neuse to the Santee. It adheres to the soil by one or two small

roots, terminated by bulbous enlargements, which probably serve

tor the absorption of water. In conservatories it is often culti-

vated in a pot of bog material placed in a pan of water, proving
that it is not dependent upon the soil for its food. The stem is
from six to twelve inches high, and bears an umbel of eight to ten
white tlowers. Its leaves are all radical, forming a rosette, the
blades are roundish and two-lobed, their margins fringed with
long, sharp, rigid spines. The upper surface of each leaf has
three minute pointed filaments standing eregt and forming a tri-
angle on each side of the midrib. They are extremely sensitive
and when touched by an insect the leaf suddenly closes on it.
The marginal spines are so placed that when the lobes close
they interlock like the teeth of a rat-trap. The upper surface of
the leaf is covered with small reddish glands, the remainder of it
is colored green. The sensitive filaments are about one-twentieth
of an 'inch long and taper to a point. A peculiarly formed articu-
lation at the base unites them to the leaf and permits them to lie
flat down when the lobes close together. Their extreme sensitive-
ness excites the astonishment of experimenters. Darwin fixed
a piece of very delicate human hair into a handle, and cut it off
so that one inch projected ; the length being sufficient to support
itselfin a nearly horizontal line. The extremity was then brought
by a slow movement laterally into contact with the tip of a fila-
ment, and the leaf instantly closed.* Though so sensitive to
touch they are utterly indifferent to heavy showers of rain and
gales of wind. *“We thus see,” says Darwin, “that the sensitive-
ness of the filaments is of 3 specialized nature, being related to a

momentary touch rather than to prolonged pressure; a touch
must not be from fluids, such as air or water, but from some solid
object.” T

*Darwin, [usectivorous Plants, p. 28q.
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htly sensitive, and bits
bstances—also bits of
Litrogenous matter,
ng soluble nitrogen-

o st’l(‘)}r:e surface of the bladfa is very slig
Organice’ glass, and other 1r.10}'ganlc su
such a substances not containing soluble. '
ous mat‘tNooc'], cork, moss—or bodies contain!
placed er, if perfectly dry, as meat, gelat'me, ulbumen,'muy be
berce thr; the lobes and lefF for hours wthout proldu(:m;: any
tenedp tll' e effect. If the nitrogenous bodies are slightly mois-
ve » the lobes close over them with a slow allfl gradual motion,
ry different from that produced by touching filament.

Sessiizhe ]upper surface of the lobe_s is thickly cove'rcd with'snmll,
bit of glands, cap?.ble of' secretion and absorption. \When a
coni meat OF an insect 1S enclosed, these glal.lds pour o.ut .:\
noil:SOllS SeCl'f-:thn, which is almost colourless, slightly mualng{-
. leafatl)]d acid. Sometimes the secretion is s0 :}b}mdaﬂt that if
di be cut open, drops will roll off it. That.lt is possesscd of
igestive powers, like the gastric juice of animals, has been
proved by many experiments, for the details of which the reader

is referred to Darwin’s interesting volutne.
the ll;xfter enclosing an insect, or any nitroge
aves do not open for many days, an

quently become torpid and wither- Vigorous lea

will seize their prey more than once. Mrs. Treat informs us
iderable number of leaves took

::at among her plants ¢ a cons! '
e third fly, but most of them were not able to wholly digest
them. Five leaves digested three flies each, and opened ap-
Pi_irently healthy, and were soon ready for another meal, but
died soon after closing over the fourth fly- On the other hand,
some leaves were not able to digest 2 single fly.""* They did not
reS.trict their diet to flies, bu k of bugs, beetles,
spiders, millepeds, or other insects were unfortunate
enough to visit them. The average time required t0 digest soft-
bodied insects, such as spiders, flies, mall larvae, was seven
days, but hard-shelled bugs and beetles took fourtect days, on
accf’“m of the resistance furnished to the digestive secretion by
their shelly covering.
Vandz. An.other plant of th
Eur a Vesmu'losa, which is d
ope, India and Australia.

»
Home Stydies iy Nature, p- 185.

n-yielding substance,

d after opening, fre-
ves, however,

mily is the Aldro-
of its varieties, in
little plant, tloat.

is insectivorous fa
istributed, in some
Itisa rootless,
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ing freely in water. Its stem is about three inches in height,
and is ornamented in the flowering season with a few small
white flowers. The leaves are arranged in whorls about the
stems, and, as in the case of Dionaea, are composed of two lobes
united by a strong midrib. The lobes are folded up from the
midrib so as to resemble a small clam-shell nearly closed. This
pesition gives it a great advantage when it requires to close sud-
denly. From the inner surface of the lobes, and especially from
the midrib, project numerous, long, finely pointed hairs, ex-
tremely sensitive to the touch. When irritated by any minute
swimming creature, the lobes close suddenly and sharply, render-
ing escape impossible. A fluid is secreted from certain glands,
which is said to dissolve and digest the nitrogenous materials
contained in the bodies of the captured larvae or crustaceans.
Several interesting arrangements for the capture of prey, and the
absorption and assimilation of the portions sunitable for food, can
only be explained by the use of figures, but enough has been said
to show that aquatic as well as land animals have vegetable foes
which lie in wait for them and lure them to destruction,

3. The Cape of Good Hope furnishes another genus (Rori-
dula) of these carnivorous plants,

These (R. dentata and R. gor,
and branches.
long point
faces.

whioh embraces two species.
gonias) have somewhat woody stems
The leaves are long and narrow, tapering to a
» and are concave on both the upper and lower sur-
They are densely covered with tentacles, which differ .
greatly in length. The glands also vary much in size, and are
supported by pedicels. In their native condition they secrete
abundantly a viscid substance which adheres to insects and pre-
vents their escape. When examined the leaves are often found
to be covered with the remains of the captives.

4. A fourth genus (Byblis), containing three or four species,
occurs in Western Australia. Its leaves resemble those of the
preceding genus, being several inches in length,

acuminate and
somewhat flattened.

Numerous glands cover the surface and
the apex, which terminates in a small knob. The bodies of in-
sects adhering to the glands show their use.

5. The best known, as well as th
destroying plants is the Sundew
fully one hundred species,

e largest genus of insect-
(Drosera), which embraces
scattered over the whole globe where-
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Six species occur between Hudson
four—-Drosera rotundifolia, D.
linearis—are abund-
is D. rotundifolia, L.
from Newfoundland,
Pacific and north to

ever marshes are found.

an .and Florida, of which

a:tg::lczg D. intermedia Americana and D.

which : a;nac?a. The most common species

Labra:{n 1abits the p(iat b.ogs and marshes,

and be f)r and Nova ‘bcoFla westward to the
yond the Arctic circle.*

As this is the species to which
S:f;S.Of his intefresting work on insectl
e r:l can obtain a remarkable amoun

§ f)vements and digestive powers, &
is:i(::n; lere. I.t is a small herbaceous
hees i igh, growing generally (not always
o 11 s roots cannot reach the parren soil bel
o selves depend upon the atmosphere and the r

urishment. Its roots are few and small and seem
?l?joll;b water. The leaves are reddish, and foym a clflster around
a ase of th(.a scape; they are nearl_».r orbicular m'ff)rm and
. per abruptly into the petiole. In their young condition, they
re rolled up from the apex to the base. Their whole upper
surface is beset with glandular hairs or tentacles, which are
;lils(ua"y tip.ped with a small drop of a viscid secr‘cti(m, glistening

e dew in the sunshine, whence it receives its namc. The
slender, naked scape bears the small, white flowers *in a one-
sided, raceme-like inflorescence, which nods at the undeveloped
apex, so that the fresh-blown flower, which opens only in the
sunshine, is always highest.” (Gray's Manual.)

Darwin counted the number of glandular hairs, or tent
on thirty-one leaves and found the average pumber was 192 the
greatest number being 260, and the least 100 Those on the
central part of the leaf or disc are short and stand erect; those
on the extreme margin project o the same plane as the leaf, or
are more commonly reflexed. \When an insect, OF any small
f’bJeCt, comes in contact with the central tentacles, a motor
impulse is transmitted to those around them and is gradually
Propagated to those placed on the margin. The pearer Ones,
being first affected, begin to bend toward the centre—then those
farther off, until all become closely inflected over the object. A

-
Macoun, Catalogtie of Canadian Plants.

Darwin has devoted 277
vorous plants, in which the
t of information respecting
brief description will be
plant, five to eight
) in sphagnous bogs
ow ; the mosses
iins for their
ouly to

acles,
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living insect is much more effective in producing movement than
a dead one, as its struggles bring it into contact with a greater
number of tentacles. The length of time required for complete
inflection varies from one to four or five hours, according to the
age and vigour of the leaf, the nature and size of the object, and
the temperature of the atmosphere. The inflection takes place
equally by day and night. An insect, as a fly, with thin integu-
ments, causes a longer inflection than an insect, like a beetle,
with a thick covering. Strongly inciting substances, as drops of
milk, produce also an incurvation of the leaf, so that it resembles
a shallow cup. When tentacles, remote from an object caught
on the centre of the leaf, have become considerably deflected
towards - it, they pour out an increased amount of secretion,

which soon changes its nature and becomes acid. Like the
gastric juice of the higher animals, the secr

etion possesses an
antiseptic power.

If a small piece of meat be placed on the
tentacles, and another be enclosed in the moss beside it, the for-

mer will remain fresh and untainted long after the latter has be-
come putrid and filled with infusoria, When the juices of the
insect, or other object covered by the secretion, have been di-

gested and absorbed, the tentacles gradually unbend and assume

their natural position, awaiting the arrival of new and heedless
visitors.

The extreme sensitiveness

of the tentacles is worthy of
notice. ‘““It is an extraordina

ry fact,” says Darwin, ““that a
little bit of soft thread, s of an inch in length, and weighing
a1'97 of a grain, or of a human hair, {#s of an inch in length
and weighing only ,,1 ., of a grain (.000822 milligramme), or
d chalk, after resting for a short time on a
some change in itg cells, exciting them to
transmit a motor impulse throughout the whole length of the
pedicel, consisting of about twenty cells, to near its base, caus-
ing this part to bend and the tentacle to sweep through an angle
of above 180°.” He proved by experiment that far less than
the millionth of a grain of phosphate of ammonia in sclution,
when absorbed by a gland, acts on it and induces movement.

The number of insects allured to destruction by the untold
millions of these living traps distributed over the globe is per-

fectly inconceivable. ber that one hundred

particles of precipitate
gland, should induce

And when we remem
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di . L .
]‘_ffere_nt species of this single genus of plants are continually
ying in wait for the unwary insect, the results may well excite

our astonishment.*
6. The only remaining genus of this family (Droseraceae) is

?;OS?Phy”llm,'.represented by the single species D- Lusitanicum,
of St“’e of Spain, Portugal and Morocco. In the neighborhood
porto, where it abounds, it bears the name of «“Fly-catcher”,
and is hung up in dwellings to rid them of flies. The roots aie
very small, as in the case of Drosera, showing that it is not
dependent upon food derived from the soil. The leaves are long
and linear, gradually tapering to the apex. * The upper surface
Is concave, the lower convex, with 2 narrow channel down the
middle. Both surfaces, with the exception of the channel, are
covered with long, irregular rows of glands, supported on pedicels
of different lengths.” The glands vary much in size and are
conspicuous by their bright pink or purple color. Unlike those
of Drosera they are incapable of movement, but resemble them
by producing large drops of 2 viscid secretion in which insects
become entangled. The drops adhere to the wings, fect, or
body of the unfortunate visitor, and are drawn from the gland.
It then crawls onwards and other drops adhere to it, .till at
length it is overwhelmed by the accumulating mass and sinks down
under the burden to rise no more The work of digestion and
absorption begins immediately, and 5000 nothing remains but
the wings and indigestible integuments of the body-*

OrpER 1V.—The plant Cephalotus {ollicularis is regarded by
some botanists as the sole representative of the family Cephalo-
taceae, but the majority describe it as an abnormal nwtpbcr of
the Saxifragaceae. It is a perennial plant growing 1n wet
n}_arshes, and, so far as known, 1S confined in its distribution to
King George’s Sound in Westert

i Australia. The leafless scape
S f.rOm one to two feet high, and bears 2 narrow panicle of s.nmll
white flowers. The leaves aré all radicle 3

nd arranged i a
rosette. They are from one-half to one€ inch in length, obovater
oblong in form, with entire margins and obtuse apeXs

and. nar-

rowing into a petiole often-as long as the plade. Some of them

- T
. Accordi : - s deemed roba thgm.snct-
d ing to recent e€X eriments it is C€€l p
Blgtes(:ng ferment is secreted bg bacteria which lie upo? the — Minnesotd
ot Studies, Vol. I, p. 042

+Darwin, Inscctivorous Tnsects, P- 332.

ble that
plant.
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are converted into ovoid or nearly globular pitchers of about one
inch in diameter. The mouth of the pitcher is bordered by a
plaited ring and the ovate lid is attached to the side next the
leaf-stock.* Very little accessible information exists as to the
plant’s mode of precedure in attracting and trapping insects, but
the very structure of the pitcher, the position of the lid and the
peculiar border around the mouth, are sufficient proof that they
are designed to prey upon the insect world.

Orber V.—The fifth family of these life-destroying plants
{Lentibulariaceae) embraces nearly 200 species, which are very
unevenly distributed between four genera. The greater number
are inhabitants of the temperate and cold regions of the globe.
Some species are terrestrial, others aquatic ; consequently very
different adaptations are required for the capture of their prey-
The former set their traps for winged or crawling animals, and
the latter for those living in stagnant pools.

I. The largest genus is Utricularia (Bladder-wort), contain-
ing 150 species, of which eight occur in Canada. A few have
been subjected to very careful obser
The plants are often abundant in ditches and muddy pools along
the roadsides, and can be easily procured for examination. OQur
Canadian species are all aquatic, having the stems and leaves
immersed, and dissected into fine capillary divisions, bearing
numerous little utricles or bladders which float the plant during
the flowering season, which continues most of the summer. The
leafless scapes rise from three to twelve inches above the water,
and bear from one to ten peculiarly-shaped flowers of a yellow,
or sometimes purple color, The bladders are furnished with 2
valvular lid, and usually with a few bristles at the entrance.
Mrs. Treat, in New Jersey, experimented on Utricularia clan-
destina, and  gives many interesting details. ‘“There is 2
depression, ™ she says, “at the entrance of the utricle, a pretty
vestibule that seems to attract the little animals into the inviting
retreat, where just beyond is a fatal trap or valve, which, if

_tonched, spings back and engulphs the unwary adventurers, never
more to be released. 1 wag very much amused in watching 2
water-bear (Tardigrada) entrapped. It slowly walked around

*Darwin devotes 50 pages to his experiments, and Mrs, Treat 24.
{ Bentham; Flora A ustraliensis, vol. 11, 448,

vation and experiment.t
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the utricle, as if reconnoitring—Vvery much like its larger name-

sake ; finally it ventured into the vestibule and soom, heedlessly,
touched the trap, when it was taken within so quickly that my
eyes could not follow the motion. The utricle was transparent
am‘i quite empty, so that I could see the pehavior of the little
animal very distinctly. It seemed to look around as if surprised
to find itself in so elegant a chamber ; but it was soon quiet, and
on the morning following it was entirely motionless, with its
little feet and claws standing out stiff and rigid. The wicked
plant had killed it very much quicker than it kills the snake-like
larva.” Mrs. Treat also describes how these plants entrap the
larvae of the mosquito, an employment in which we wish it
abundant success.

Darwin examined the bladders of a great many specimens of
U. neglecta and found they contained four, five, eight, ten
entomostracan crustaceans, and frequently other animals in the
same bladder. One of ouf Canadian species (U. vulgaris),
abundant in ditches, pools, lakes and slow streams from New:-
foundland and Halifax to Vancouver, pears a bad reput:uion for
trapping and destroying young fish. Young salmon, bred in
!]atChel'ieS, when set free in the lakes are caught around the body
in the mouth of the bladder and held fast till they perish. Five
to ten crustaceans have been found in single utricles. .

2. The genus Pinguicula (But contains about thirty
Species, of which three are credited to Canada. Of thesc ()nl-y
one (Pinguicula vulgaris) is of common occurrence, being distri-
buted from Newfoundland and Labrador westward along the St.
Lawrence and the Great L.akes, and onward across the cnntincu'n
?o the Alaskan Islands. Itisa small, pcrennial plant, five to sixX
inches in height, growing on wet rocks and thin, d
YVhiCh it is fixed by very short, delicate roots- The slender scape
is terminated by a single flower with 2 funnel-form tube an(l. un-
equal lips of a violet colour. The base of the tube is provided
with a straightish spur. The leaves (about eight in number) are
ovate or elliptical, and clustered around the base into a rosette,
from three to four inches in diameter. They are of a light green
colour, rather thick, and have 2 soft, fleshy of greasy feel to the
touch (whence their name.) When full grown they are about 13
inches long and § inch in preadth. The young central leaves arc

ter-wort)

amp soil, to
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concave, the margins curve upwards, and the upper surface Is
thickly studded with two sets of glandular hairs of different
sizes, which all secrete a viscid colourless fluid. They are
generally covered with insects entangled in the secretion-—as
many as thirty being counted on a single leaf. All kinds—dip-
tera, hymenoptera, coleoptera, moths,
to be equally welcomed and subjected
When an insect is caught by the glands,
increased, the edge of the leaf begins to
a time partly closes over the victim
and acquires the power of digestion
matter is absorbed by the glands,
of their contents into slowly mo
plasm. The period required for

the nature and size of the object embraced by the leaf, but
twenty-four hours are generally sufficient ; it then begins again

to expand, gradually assumes its previous form, and patiently
awaits the arrival of another victim,

Mrs. Treat discovered that

ants and larvae—appear
to the same treatment.
the secretion is largely
fold inwards, and aftt?r
; the secretion becomes acid
- The dissolved nitrogenous
as is proved by the aggregation
ving granular masses of proto-
absorption varies according to

Large quantities of pollen are often foun
with small flies, and equally involved i
glands.  Careful experiments proved

gradually dissolved and disappeared wit
amount of secretion varied wit]
in fine dry days—the time wh

d on the leaves, mingled
n the secretion from the
that “the pollen was
h the secretion.” The
I the weather, being most copious

' : en insects are most abundant in
the surrounding air. The number captured and consumed by
these plants in every land must be very great.

3. The genus Polypompholax embraces four species, all con-
fined to Western Australia, They bear a strong resemblance to
Utricularia, and capture theijr prey in small bladders of somewhat
similar construction.

4. The last genus demanding notice (Genlisea) inhabits
marshy grounds in many countries, but does not occur in North
America. Eleven species have been . described. They are re-
presented as remarkable plants, furnished with utricles of such

peculiar structure that no intelligible description of them can be
given without illustrations.
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t be asked respecting the
What peculiarities of en-
, bogs or pools, tended to
for alluring and captivating

Origiiev?ral interestir?g questions migh
Vironm: those carnivorous plants.
develo rtlltl on dry land, orin marshes
prey 2 P o ese n.umerous contrivances
trary to ;J};N did 'fhe plants acquire 2 taste for animal fqod con-
e ordinary laws of nature? Were they driven by
raps, and pitfalls, and

hun
sto::'erlfo.develope alluring sweets, and t
ach-like sacs, with digestive and absorbing apparatus, to

i?rz; ‘t’:’;’: uhnwary visitors and consumeé them for food? .I't is
where nit that many, perhaps all, of them grow in positions
the roots rogenous food cannot be secured by the roots ; anq that
water Bare very small and fevs{, fitted only fo'r the absorption of
of Sa.rra llt.thls does not e'xplam Fhe production _of the pitchers
long, se cenla—or the' swift closing traps of Dionaea—or t.hc
leavés ofnlil'tlve" secreting glands of Drosera—or the n!foldm.g
—or th inguicula—or the stomach-like bladders of Utnculan'a

e numerous other adaptations for furing animals to their

de .
ath and consuming them for food.
JAMES FowLER.

THE FEUDAL SYSTEM IN CANADA.*

Ry

“THE physiognomy of a government,'
study th “ca.n.be best judged in its c<.)l<.)nies.'
I mY e spirit and faults of the administrati
. ust go to Canada. Its deformity is there s€
.mlcroSCOPe. 'Y
asse::'nd in probably no phase of French c910nial polfcy does this
Ten ion seem to have been more fully verified than in the Land
ure system of the old Regime. )
ex For about two centuries before the period of Frerfch colonial
pansion the history of Feudalism in France is the history of an
ality had been

' says De Tocqueville,

When I wish to
on of Louis XIV.
en as through a

in i i MTH . . .
stitution striving to retain its position after its vit

tages the system had rested upon

and that of the lord

sa . .
) I’Ped away. In its earlier s
W?l;fold basis—that of the vas
rom a paper hefore the Kingston

sal to serve,
Historical Society-
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to defend—and during the political chaos of the earlier mediaeval
period a system of mutual service and protection was almost the
essential of existence. But with the growth of the central
power the necessity for protection gradually vanished and the
system thenceforward became one-sided, the vassal bearing the
burdens without enjoying the rights. It had fully entered upon
this phase when the extension of Frencl influence to the Ameri-
can continent afforded fresh fields for the system’s development.

Various reasons have been given as explanatory of the policy
of the French administration in introducing the system into
its colonies. It has been said that Richelieu looked upon its
establishment in Canada as the means of ridding France of many
of its impoverished nobility without damaging their dignity, or,
again, that Louis NIV. deemed the existence of the system
essential to the maintenance of strict royal control. But it is
difficult to conceive how any other policy could have been purs
sued.  Feudalism, though decayed, was still deeply rooted 1n
France, and the virgin forests of America seemed to offer a
promising field for individual initiative. In following this course
France, moreover, was not alone, for the Manorial system in the
New England colonies and the system of Paltroonships estab-
lished by the Dutch in New Holland were both far from being
free from feudal traits, and followed, in each case, closely on the
land-tenure system of the mother country,

As regards New France, the Feudal System had its origin
in the Royal Concession of 1628 to the Compagnie de Nouvelle
France of the whole of Canada as one immense feif reserving to
the Crown the right of fealty and homage alone. The com-
pany on its part undertook, within 3 certain specified time, to
transport to the colony and to furnish with subsistence for three
years not less than four thousand settlers, to whom it was to
grant tracts of land “on whatever terms it should deem advis-
able.”  During the thirty-five vears of its existence the Com-
pany granted some sixty odd seignories, many of which were
never even taken possession of by the grantees, They were, for
the most part, conceded merely in order to fulfi] the obligation
of sub-infeudation imposed by the charter, and little or no re-
gard seems to have been paid to the powers of the grantee tO
properly develop his seignory, When, in 1663, the Company of
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New
enjoyz;awn::;1 rre; dered its charter, the privileges which it had
and in the ele:zan ed over t9 the qupany of the West Indies,
trade it took ocen years during which -1t mfmopolised Canadian
onward the kincasmn to grant‘ some seignories. But from 1663
regulations re 8 .‘(’;ry frequently made grants directly and issued
Soon after thegal ng 'grants already made Dby the companies.
France he ics r;vocatlf)n of the. charter of the company of New
ment had notulf an edict revoking all' grants on wlnch.scttle-
by another ed'een f30nlq1enced, and this was followed up 1n 1672
their original ict reducing all partly settled grants to one-half
Indies gave ue“fteﬂt'. In 1674, when the Company of the West
entirely into lp’ its rights, the king took the mat'ter of land gmn.ts
company erdHSI own h‘?mds, 'The plan of making a co'nnncrcml
is difficult t al suzeratn of the colony had proven 3 failure. It
interest of tthee how 1t.could hav? proven anything el,?c, for Fhe
profit out Ofelcompames was anarlly to make an 111;1‘ea5mg
the agricult the fur trade, and not to further royal designs for
The ki ural developmfznt of the colony- )
Intendant “:g’ therefore, in 1674 c?mpowered the '(1.o.v
only to ratiﬁo “?ake grants on their own resp.onm’bxhty,
became nu cation by the crown, and from 'thlS time on g&r
less than ﬁmerC?US- In all, lands were pomoned out under no
L In I‘;e different forms of tenure '
been able t vanc alen noble. Of grants ur.lder this form I"!lavc
Rivers t o find On‘ly two—that of a strp of land near Three
Quebec Ot the Jesuits in 1634,* and that of Cllzlr}tfl)f)\xrg, near
tenure\’,v o the same religious order in 16377, This form of
en Fm,,caSIOf all forms. the most free and hox'lour'able, Jands held
_ nature, alew noble being subject t0 1€ obligations of a feudal
simililr'tcl)n Franc aleu rotuvier. This was & {orm of grant very
thus he]dour El?g]‘Sh tenure in free a1'1d commot $0¢ .
other re was incapable of the attnbut.es (?f nobility, but in
general spects free.and subject to no obligations .other th.}n the
Under t(l)_]r.les to which its holder was liable as a citizen of France.
is form several grants were nade, usually with some

Speci o _
Special object in view, as ¢.§- the grant of Gaudarville to Lauzon
ducing the grantee to defend

n .
1652, made for the purpose of in

a
d?ngemus post.
Tit, des Seig. 1, 347.

ernor and
subject
ants

1 socage. Land

tTit. des Seig. I 345 1Tt des Seig. 1, 420-
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II1. In Francaumone (frankalmoigne or mortmain), Numer-
ous grants were made under this form, invariably to e
ligious, charitable or educational institutions, the sole obligation
attached to the grant being that of performing certain religiou'S,
charitable or educational duties in return, Thus the grant 1
1647 of La Prairie de la Magdelaine to the Jesuits ¢ in order that
we may be participating in their prayers and holy sacrifices.”*

IV. En feif or en seigneurie. It was under this form that the
greater portion of the territory was parcelled out. The preced-
ing forms must be regarded merely as deviations from the

general rule made in view of special circumstances. As to the

size of grants en Jeif or en seignenrie there was no fived rule;
they varied from sixteen q

rpentst by fifty to ten leagues by twelve.
All grants of feifs or seignories entailed certain obligations to the
crown, the principal of which were :

(a) The obligation to render fealty and homagé to the king's
representative at the Chateau de St. Louis in Quebec.

(b) The payment of a mutation fine known as the Quint.
This was the sole pecuniary tribute payable by the Seignors to

the Crown on all grants made under the Coutoume de Paris. It
amounted to one-fifth of the value of the

feif and became payable
on every mutation of ownershj

N P by sale or by inheritance other
than in direct succession. Of its amount it was the custom of

the Crown to grant a rebate of one-fiftl, Some grants, however,
especially those made by the Company of New France, were not
conceded under the Coutoume g, Paris, but under what was known
as the rule of Vexin I Frangais, in which case the obligation of
Relief took the place of that of the Quint. The Relief amounted

utations of ownership, whether by
» but in some cases provision was

made for the payment of an ounce of gold (une maille d'or) instead

of the year's revenue.

(c) The Seignor was under obligation to make, within forty
days from the date of his grant, an quvey et denombrymént, consist-
ing of a declaration, duly drawn up and attested before a notary
public in the presence of witnesses, setting forth the extent and
character of his grant, the privileges he possessed, and various

*Tit. des Seig. ¥, 349. tAbout

. five-sixths of an acre.
:Selgnory of Beauport. Tit. des. Seig. L. 428, ! d
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other particulars. These were kept on file in Quebec and formed
an accurate basis of information in regard to reports frequently
required by the French government.

(d) The Feu de feif, or obligation to sub-infeudate his lands.
T}_’e question as to whether this was a general obligation on the
seignors is one which has been the subject of much dispute.  AS
a matter of fact the obligation appears as afl express condition in
but a comparatively few titles. In France the Seignor was
under no legal obligation to sub-grant his lands; on the con
trary the Coutoume dc Paris expressly forbade the alienation of
More than two-thirds of a feif. Some of the Canadian grants,
moreover, were too small to be dismembered as ¢-§-* the Seignory
of St. Jean,* which consisted of less than 100 arpents in all, and
In one case,t at least, it was expressly provided that no one but
the grantees should ever be allowed within the bounds of the

seignory.

. But, on the other hand, it seems clear that the king's inten-
tion was to have the seignories sub-infeudated. This can be
seen from the tenor of the various edicts issued in respect 10
land grants, notably those of 1711, 1732 and 1743: The first
and most important ot these, the famous Arréls of Marly, states
th?t * His majesty having been imformed that there arc som.e
seignors who refus-e, under different pretexts, 0 concede .thm‘r
lands to inhabitants who demand the same « + * ° which 1s
entirely contrary to His Majesty's intentions”, 1S crdered thaton
the expiration of a year from the date of the publication of the
Arréts, all seignorial grants which had not been at leaft 'Pﬂ”ly
sub-granted and cleared, should revert to the crown.] This was
followed in 1732 by the Arrét of Versailles, and in 1743 by a
further arrét, both of which reiterated His Majesty's position on
the subject of sub-infeudation. The tenor of these edicts leaves
no doubt as to the intentions of the king, n0 matter what may
have been expressly stipulated in the grants themsel'ves. '

In addition to these four principal obligations, meOUS
others were frequently inserted, such ¢.g. as the reser‘{athll of
oak timber for His Majesty’s navy, i re of mines and

. the disclosu . :
Minerals, and the reservation of whatever lands within the seif”
“Tit, des. Seig. 1. 443, 449.  11s1e 2% Coudres. Tit. des Seig. 1. 325

1Edicts and Ordinances I. 326‘
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nory should be at any time subsequently found necessary for for-
tifications or other military purposes. -

The obligation to render military service does not appear as
an express condition in any of the grants. Its insertion was ren-
dered unnecessary by the fact that all, whether landholders or
not, were liable to be called upon for service at any time. In
many cases, morcover, the government took good care to place
the seignorial grants in such a locality that the obligation of

military service could never be a matter of choice.

Especially is
this shown in the ¢

ase of the grants made to the officers of the
Regiment de Carignan, which came out to Canada with De Tracy
in 1604, served successfully against the Iroquois, and a portion of
which was disbanded in the colony. With a view to improving
the colonial defence, Colbert, the French minister, issued instruc-
tions to Talon, at that time Intendant, to the effect that officers
of the regiment desiring to settle in the colony should receive
seignories varying in extent according to their rank, while the
sum of 150 in cash or /100 and a year’s subsistence should be
granted to each sergeant, and 100 or I50 and a year's subsist-
ence to each private soldier who should take up lands within the
seignories allotted to the officers, The retired officer would thus
become a sort of feudal chief, and the whole settlement a perma-
nent military cantonment admirably adapted for the defence of
frontier territory. In accordance with these instructions Talon
portioned out to the Carignan ofticers the lands along the Riche-
lieu river to a point near Chambly, comprising the strip of terri-
tory which lay between Montrea] and the powerful Iroquois
tribes. It was in this way that the progenitors of some of the
leading French families of the Province of Quebec at the present
day first became permanent settlers in Car;ada. The names of
De La Durantaye, St. Ours, Coutrecoeur, De Ramezay, Le
Gardeur, Vercheres, Dupuy, Perrot, Bouteillerie and others, may
be found among the list of Carignan officers receiving grants at
this time.

V. The fifth form of tenure was that under which were held
the sub-grants made by the seignors. Such sub-grants might be
made (@) En arriere-feif, in which case the sub-grantee received
the same rights and incurred the same obligations with regard to
his grants as the dominant seignor had heretofore enjoyed. Sub-
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if;ir;ths under [this form were not‘common. '(b) En censi:"c, in
en cens;ase the grantee could not 10 turn sgb-mfeudatc. Some
exce t.ve grar.xts were made by th'e Crown direct, but only ux}der
HEarleonal- circumstances as ¢.g- in t'he case of a few concessions
clared 'etro;F, where thej orlgmal selgnonal sub-gmnt‘s were de-
En m“m"alld and new tl'll(".S issued dl.rCCt from.the (,rown'. ()
differe wre, a tenure similar to en censivé, but with rules sh‘ghtly

nt as regarded the descent of the land in the cas€ of intes-

tate succession.
The Al sffignm’ial sub-grants took one of oth.er of these forms:
Samz ‘}']a“ed very widely in extent, put invariably assumed the
three shape, that of a parallelogram with a frontage of two or
eight arpents along the river and a depth of from about forty to
at sy a_”/’:"ts, made indiscriminately with little or no attcmpf
the yst.e[.n . It has never been definitely ascertained \.vho was
originator of this peculiar division of land so universally

IGSs.x;Ic‘)gis will be seen 1n the accompanying sketch from the Carle Cadastrale of

> -
PLAN OF THE SEIGNORY OF NICOLET (1700.)
RACTER OF SUB-GRANTS:

SHOWING THE CHA
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adopted in Lower Canada. Mr. Sulte, who is an authority on

points of this nature, believes that it originated with ]e.an
Bourdon, the first Surveyor-General, who mapped out the selg-
nories in oblong shapes with narrow frontages along the river,
and that the scignors followed this model in making their sub-
grants.  Atany rate, a more pernicious plan could scarcely have
been adopted, for by the Coutoume de Paris there was no com-
plete recognition of the law of primogeniture. The eldest son
took the manor or seignorial residence, together with the major
share of the land, the rest was divided equally.* While in the
case of collateral succession‘and succession by females, all re-
ceived share and share alike. Thus resulted a system of pro-
perties growing smaller and smaller at each mutation, but still
retaining their oblong shape, to the great detriment of agricul
tural progress.

The rights of the seignor over hig grants, en censive or ¢n
roture, may be classed under three main heads :

[. FFiNnaNcia.  These comprised :

(@) The cens ef rentes -
the ceny payable in
The cens is gene

-2 ground rent, composed of two parts,
money, the rentes payable usually in kind.
rally looked upon as having been a merely nominal
due imposed solely in recognition of the seignor’s superiority and
valuable mainly as establishing his claim to other and more
important rights. It amounted generally to one or two sols per
superficial arpent, but it differed in various seignories and even 11

different parts of the same scignory, According to the Coutoume
de Paris the scignor was supposed to stipulate the amount of
cens when conveying the grant, but in the event of his failing to
do so, the amount was to be reckoned by reference to the rate
customary in the neighborhood. Byt in Canada the seignor fre-
quently refused to concede unless he obtained his own terms
which included often an entrance fine (dernier d’entrec). It was to
put an end to this practice that a clayse in the Arréts of Marly

{1711) provided that when a seignor refused to concede lands to
apphicants the Governor and Intendant sh

ould have power to
step in and make the grant

at the Customary rate.
When the colonial currency became depreciated disputes

arose between seignor and censitaire as to whether the dues should
*C.de P, Art. XV,
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be paid i .
cul'l'ency.nAthIiO(}:/(é)lllolf:]lia'l EZ”'U’Hlaic du pays), Of IFrench (iom'nm'x)
fhat unless otherwi ( l'Ct in 1717 settled the matter by ordering
in colonial curr 1se Stl'pulated in th.e grant, dues wWere to be paid
be accounted f!ency with a deduction of one-fourth. This can
time, Circuhtinorr when we f'ind that colonial money was, at this
France.t ating at a premium of one-fourth over the money of
T
for Se?genze;;;els’ on tl}e other hand, was supposed to be a return
half minott of superintendence. It consisted generally of one-
but these m? hctolin or one fat .capon for each superficial arpent,
varied from tgen t e commuted 11 ca..sh at the current raté, which
of the censitaire tO twe".t)’ sols. As it was, apparently, the custom
and in mone w(]) pay in corn of poultry Whel.l these were cheap,
clared that t}y f 1en they were dear, an ordinance in 1739 de-
by the seie ve form of payment should thence(orwm'd be decided
) The Ind
the E)ld fef ]1'”]‘18. el ‘wntcs. This due was
became pa ](l‘)ll incident known as “Fine
the seign‘ya e on each mutation of ownership of 1
ory, whether by sale or by inheritance, other

dir.
ect sy .
cces . .
sion. In Franceit amounted gcncrally to one-sixth,
fourthof the considera:

a direct descendant of
on alienation”. It
ands within
than in

but M
n so
tion.§ I?)icases to even one-fifth or onc
N\ 1 A}
twelfth. 2 lallada, however, the amount exacted was only one:
an M . .
, and of this the seignor usually remitted onc-fourth,

althg
Sl‘lf:)lp}l]:nrvas under no‘Obli.gation to do so.

ventes, the se.entary to this right to receive payn
he could pr ignor enjoyed the Jyoit de retraite, i virtue
of the m}:lteefnpt any Pr(?perty sold by payment to the pur
The right ea,tlon price W1th.i(1 forty days {rom the date of
right Of'rctn’:;steq not only in France, where it was known as (.h(-,
to which feuldc-ll-lg,mg""'l’ut in the land-tenure system of countrivs
agrarian alism had never penetratcd. Itis found e.g. =M the

systems of the Arabs and Algerians under the name of

the (X3 )heﬁ'an.ﬂ'
not };1 its origin the dro
r the profit of the seignor.

s

15‘{1'§},:d Ord. 1. 370.

:Al;out?;:,l. g"rmdian Currency under French Rulc. L P
ifbout | erbfths of a })ushel. §Taine, L' Ancient Regime¢
ve, De la propricte et d¢ ses formes primitives: P >

rent of lods ¢l
of which
chaser
sale.

rotection,

it de retratte existed for the p
Canadian

One writer on
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Feudalism* informs us that it served to prevent the seignor’s

being defrauded out of his cens of rentes. But this we can hardly

accept, since, as has been seen, the cens of rentes was reckoned on
the extent, not on the value of the grant. The real object of the
right was to afford the seignor protection against being defrauded
out of his proper lods ¢t ventes through the sale by censitaires of
their lands for less than the proper price. But while, originally,
the right extended to mutations of land only, it was extended by
the Canadian seignors to include sales of

all property whether
real or personal.

Such an extension was entirely unwarranted
since the seignor received no dues on mutations of personalty and

could, therefore, sustain no loss,

(©) A third seignorial right was that known as the Banalité or
Droit de Banal. 1In this case the incident partook partly of the
nature of a right and partly that of a duty. It implied the right
on the one hand of the seignor to construct a flour mill within
the limits of his seignory, and as a corrollary from this the right
to prevent others from so doing., 1t implied, on the other hand,
the obligation on the censitaires to have their grain ground there
and not elsewhere on pain of confiscation. The amount of the
toll receivable was fixed by an Arrét of 1667t at one-fourteenth
of the grain ground. The burden of this obligation did not, at
first, lean heavily upon the censitaires, but rather upon the seig-
nors who could gencrally ill afford the means requisite to build
the mill and to import the machinery from France. The toll,
motcover, except in the case of the more populous seignories,
scarcely sufficed to pay the wages of the miller. Many of the
mills were run by wind vower (moulins a véute), and this seems
to have been very unrcliable, for an Intendant’s ordinance in
17301 ordered that any censitaire on having to wait more than
forty-cight hours should be allowed to take his grain on to the
mill of any other scignory. The machinery seems to have been
very crude, and the miller's knowledge of the art of flour-
making sometimes more so, for in 1757 complaint was made to
the Intendant that in one case the seignor was doing the milling

himself, with the result that the censtlaires got cracked wheat in-
*Robert Abraham, Some Remarks on Franc aleu roturier and other Sforms of
tenure,  (Montreal, 1849) p. 25.

PEd. 6 Ord. 1L 39.  1Ed. & Ord, 111 p, 286,
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stead of 4 .
was not aﬂ‘s)llllzg;ss.bo, on the whole, the system of Banal mills
T ;

Fours gear’i;’\lcs(t)iii a!Sf) another species of I?mml right, known as

norial oven ,and [;lrlsmg.the‘ right of the seignors 1o build a scig-

bread baked th t' e obh.gatlon of the censitaires to have their

to have been eere'm.——a right and obligation which docs not secm

Intendant xercised and exacted, although a report from the
o the French government in 1707t shows that the

seigno I
Inrslgusléy maintained their claim to it.
the king issued an Arrét directing that all seignors

havin
g th : . .
e Banal right should erect their mills forthwith, other-
Many secignors

\ViSe .
were tl}ll:agih: should be d.eclared an open one.
their privile ° _°°mP1y with the provisions of this arrt and lost
@ Tl ges mA CODS(?quence.
ance by lifsc(z_':”“‘_ or right of the seignor to compel the perform-
SeignOrial dom ifsll(ll{’cs of a O'f labor upon the
other rights tl:{m Wlthof’t qomycx Like most of the
even in the"s 11s one varle.d in different p ony, and
down by an an;.e part a}t different periods.
called upon tOr inance 1in 1716,1 that the consttaire
The same o (()j‘Perform their corvecs during seed-time or h
that the sei rdinance evened up matterss however, by declaring
the WOrkmegngr was not bound to furnish either food or tools o
the ob“flati: uring the performance of their work. As 3 n?lc,
dmounted arS\ <f30uld be commuted m?o a cash payment, which
annum fo; ea har as can be ascertamc'd, to about‘ 20 sols per
of corvée was 3 arpent in front by forty i flc;)th. '.Ihc.c.\'a(:tu(fn
1717,8 but eclared l”egal by the king 17 an edict issucd in
Canada andmi-{ly .of Louis \V's edicts unheeded 10
gation i’s fou tles ap}')ears to have been one of thosc, for the obli-
These f“( in existence even aftf:r t'hc conquc:st. .
there were Our‘were, then, the principal pecuniary rig
the right tosevelal others of not a great deal less jmportance el
the seignori rleserve WOO(% and stone necessary for the puilding of
"Ed & ial manor, mill or church ; the right of of
“{audmonl. IL. p. 215.
to Pontchartrain, roth Nov-. 1707, Corr- Gen.

é,ég & Ord. 11. p. 444.
" rrespondence between G

certain amount

1sation.
arts of the col

It was, however, Jaid
aires could not be
arvest.

passed

hts, but

chasse, 1.6y

vol. xxvil.

overnor and Intendant and French Government.
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hunting on the censitaires’ lands ; the right of péché or to one fish
in every eleven caught by the censitaire in the waters fronting the
seignory. This last was frequently commuted by the payment of
a certain quantity of fish for the whole year. The right of ferry
over rivers was also considered as appertaining to the seignor.
IL.—]Junician.—Not all grants of seignories conveyed the
right of administering justice, but only those in which the right
was specifically stated.  There were three degrees of judicial
power, laute, moyenne of Basee Fustice, any or all of which might
be conferred upon the seignor. Haute Justice conferred the
power of dealing with crimes punishable by mutilation or death,
excepting only such crimes as were committed directly against
the royal power as e.g. treason, counterfeiting, etc., and with

all civil actions®, Many seignorial grants conferred the privilege
of administering haunte justice, but no inst
capital sentence having

Maoyenne

ance is on record of the
been pronounced in a seignorial court.

justice included the right of dealing with misde-
meanors punishable by fine, and with

amount involved did not exceed 60 sols.
tice, again, empowered the seignor
and disputes regarding seig
not more than 10 sols.

civil actions where the
The grant of Basse jus-
to deal with minor offences
norial dues when these amounted to
. But in most cases all three degrees of
judicial power were granted together, and in all cases appeals
lay to the royal courts, which sat weekly at QQuebec, Montreal
and Three Rivers. In France the judicial privi'ldeges were among
the most remunerative, but in Canada they rarely yielded any
important profit.  Judging from the number and character of
the cases coming in the first instance before the royal courts, the

seignorial courts were never an important element in the judicial
system of the colony,

ITE-—HoNorARY.—Seig

nors were entitled to receive the
fealty and homage

of their censitaires on the
or mutations.  This was rendered at the
Martin's day, when the
of their cens of rentes.

In addition to this the seig
grants for certain other priv

occasion of all grants

! manor, usually on St.
censifarres assembled to make payment

nor frequently stipulated in his

tleges, c.g. A concession en censive
*For a full description of seignorial judicial powers vide Doutre & Laread,
Histoire du Droit Canadicn.
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1 .
dnitg(}:::s Se‘l‘gtr;]ory of Be.aujeu requi’fefj’ an.long numerous other con-
gether’wm ftllt the sald.grant'ee, his heirs an.d assigns, shall, to-
pole on the] e other inhabitants of the selgnf)ry, plant a May-
S U‘Sual day at the door of the seignorial manor.”’
bility,oll::: f}‘:‘egsreiozs r‘e(;e;ved, besides'their grantf, patents of no-
Talon. the Int dvele the favored fctw. In 1671, the l.jmds of
“in C’Onsid en ant, were er.ected m'to the Barony Des Islets,
dered " o flir?tlon of the services which he has heretofore ren-
Count d“On( four years later the Baron des Islets became the
zeal and rsall']‘/llle%for ¢ having given still stronger proofs of his
at affection.”*®
16751 2:5 the first Cana{iian Barony d
WOuI,d N one learr.led writer on the su
ave us believe.t
Wh“elnsoWOO Charles I"emoyne was made Baron de
Potheriemc years earl‘ler (1681) the jands of Jacque N+
to the were erected 1.nto the Barony of Portneuf. In :ul.dnum
Creatinse three Barf)l.nes many letters ott’noblcssc were ISS.U(‘(I
rights ga less.er no‘bl‘lxty. The title of nobility gave no pucx.nn;u-y
me;u; or Sp'ecml p‘nvnlcges and the N(J[Ih's:s‘x‘ as a n'llc \\.'cre \\'1?[1(»11(
Tlleirs' while their rank prcclndcd their epgaging M lbusuwss.
king PIOVerty was, in fact, & continual caus¢ of complaint to the
B i 1679 the Intendant wrote to Colbert that they were @
]burden on the colony”".] Twelve years later Lis successor i
lr:nol:zd the king 1 pray you grant no nugrc lc}tcrs of 9<>I;i|it)f
ende: Y?u des.iye to multiply begga{s.".\\' The lflﬂg, on !ns ;w;af!.
[>en51:‘01 ed to improve their condition by grfmtmg congrs or dis-
their‘ ions allowing the noblesse to work without pl’c]lldu:.c'to
exan rank, but even this did not .ctua] and a striking
a }ple of their poverty is shown when, 18 1690, Frontenac
pplied for letters of nobility for onc Frangois He

| rtel.  The

e

tters-patent duly arrived, put Hertel had no money to pay the
e matter b

requi .
a ‘iiulred fee. Frontenac referred th ack to the king
received from the minister a characteristic despatch® which

not from

ates from 1070,
adians

bject of titled Can

1.ongucill,
s Lc Neuf

prove effe

*T.dec Seig. 1
i - Log44 _ - .
1890, 1151(‘)‘81.' D. Edgar, Titles of Honor it rsity of Toronto Cuarterly,
&?}l,:ches_neau to Minister, Corr. Gen. Vol AW
L fampigny to Minister, " gen. vol. Nt . el )
cet ho Sa majeste n'a pas vouler entrer . du Sieut de Herte et si
aCco;-drmne n’ est pas en etat du payer le sceau 0O€ cje no}:lcwmpa elle i
ees, il le sera encore moins 4’ la qu.;liuc, Sa majestc ¢ les

Canadda. Unive
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is interesting in that it shows not only that the king was begin-
ning to recognize the hopelessness of his scheme for the creation
of a Canadian nobility, but also that ability to write good French
was not an indispensable requisite even to a minister at the
Court of IL.ouis X1V.

Such then were in general, the several rights and obligations
of the Seignorial System in Canada. Seldom has a system of land
tenure been planted in soil more favorable to its development.
Unlike as in the New England colonies, the feudal relation was

never disturbed by the introduction of slaverv. The Canadian
seignor, unlike the New England Manorial |
an absentee.  On the contrary, he lived
mingling w

andholder, was never
and worked on his grant,
ith his censitares, supervising their labors in time of
peace and fighting at their head in time of war,

says Parkman, “ at home among his tenants,

Indians, and never more at home than when, a gun in his hand
and w crucifix on his breast, he took the warpath with a crew of

painted savages and Frenchmen almost as wild, and pounced

like a lynx from the forest on some lonely farm or outlying ham-
let of New Eugland,

How New England hated him let her
records tell,

The reddest blood-streaks on her old annals mark
the track of the Canadian gentilhomme.”

The development of the s
ganization of the Church.
rendezvous, his church
were ordinarily identical,
limits of the seignory,”*

After the conquest the English government left the French-
Canadian people their old ejvil law, but without that machinery
which was cssential for its proper enforcement, and what was
even more important—for itg development. Hence it was after
the cession that the evil traits of the land tenure system made
themselves most apparent.  Seignorial exactions multiplied, and
the Lnglish courts were almost powerless to afford the censitfaires
protection, for the seignor had custom oy his side, and custom
to the new courts was all-powerful.  Qut of the land-tenure cases

e de sa pauvrete etait certain que cela

sordre, qui aurajent pu s’ adonner a des
s gentilshommes,

“Casgrain, Une parvisse Canadienne An XVIlieme

“He was,’
at home among the

ystem was aided also by the or-
“ The censitaire had two points of
and his manor, the interests of which

while the limits of his parish were the

aureait pas accordees si elle avait ete informe,
ne servirait qu'a jeter ses enfants dans le de
travaux qui ne convienneut point a de

Siccle, p. 41.
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ich during 2 period of
cided in
of the

bro
twe‘:f;’i‘fﬁ?zfore the_Court of King's Bet
favour of thZears'at.ter the conquest, only on¢ Was de
Knottiest prOlC)clnsztmrc. ' The seignorial question was one
government in gr:s (;vhxch fell upon the nands of the Ln
made in 1823 w;]la .. The first attempt to deal with it was
granting to all’sei en an Act was pz}ssed (3 Geo. IV., c. 119)
Crown, the privngnors, or to cc;fsztam's. holding direct from the
receiving a title i ege of commuting their dues to the Crown and
itle in free and common SOCAge. This privilege Was

hOWe
ver, n .
, not taken advantage of by the parties concerned. The
ent further and

next X
cave 25&;1?6(1-"‘ 1825 (6 Geo. 111, € 59) ¥
censitaires. Buiel]g;:or's to effect commu.tation of dues with their
And aithon ,] ike its predecessor, this Act cff.cctcd nnthn?g.
able COrreSpondgl the matter was nmde'thc subject c'.)f chsulcr-
ments, no f'urthence l?etween the Can‘adlan and Bnt{sh Govern®
er action was taken til} about some fifteen years

later,
This ti
s tin : . . .
re the action came from the Canadian [egislature,
in information on

which ;

the f:a;?e:%‘flt?ppoi'nted a commission to obtai

tions to the eff 1e seignorial tenure, and in 1850 adopted 'rcsolu-
cern, and thateCt that the ma?ter was one of grave pubh(.: con-
These resoluti the commutation of the tenurc was ndvnsablc':.
was drafted tl‘onls.Were.referred to a select comﬁmntlcc and ‘by 'x't
Providing in 1e bill which became the * Sel;:norml. Act of 1854
Norial dues ge;eral for the compu.lsory commutation of all seg”
titled to in(.j ° settle the question as to what rights were ¢n
emnity, a special court consisting of seven Superior

Co
urt
Judges was created, and on the basis rccommcndcd by
nillions of dollars

ilish

this
court i - -
were pd'r; indemnities amounting to several 1
al .. .
by the Provincial Government of Quebec. Several
were exempted from

s bodies,
few effected comnmt:\lion
Sulpice, have

ary of St. <

sei :
th;gx;c;:s-s’- held chiefly by religiou
V°]Untaril15lons of this act; of these 2
retained t}}’],e.otl.lers, as ¢.g. the Semin
The ir rights to the present day.
s ended, after an eventful history

than

ty . .

It"f’ centuries, the Feudal System in Canada.
is surprising what little attention has beed paid to the

worki :
erla:§ of the system by the historians of Canada. Charlevoi,
, Potherie and Garneau treat it with but passing notice.

extending over more
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Kingsford devotes to its consideration four pages out of some
five or six thousand, and then apologizes for even this scant
notice on the ground that “it becomes necessary in order to
simplify references to the system .

What would be thought of a ten-volume history of England
which devoted four pages to the consideration of the land-tenure
system of the Anglo-Saxons ?

With all its defects the Seignorial System is hardly deserving
of the contempt with which it is the general tendency of English
writers to look upon it.  That it was not so oppressive after all
is shown by the fact that long after the conquest many British
settlers petitioned to have their lands granted to them under
seignorial tenure in preference to tenure in free and common
SOCALE.

The evils of the system are to be attributed in a large
measure to features not essentials of the tenure itself, but super-
imposed upon it-the inconvenient configuration of the grants,
the granting of feifs to seignors who were too poor to fulfil their

obligations, the application to an agricultur

al colony of a code of
laws (contoume de Paris)

which was suitable only for an industrial
ot commercial community, and finally to the action of the Eng-

lish Government in retaining the system without retaining the
machinery which was essential to its proper development. These
are errors for which we must blame, not the systemn itself, but
the administration of it,

W. BENNETT MUNRO.

THE ELECTORAL ASSEMBLIES OF ROMLE.

IN the study of antiquity we find the earlier

sming their different lines of development in accordance with
some great master impulses or ideas, These ideas represent the
attitude of the national mind to the problems of life and the
umverse. o the oriental world, prostrate before the powers of
nature, the Deity or the king—heaven's representative on earth—
these ideas are religious. Thus Egypt, according to Professor
Tiele, stands for life and immortality ; Babylon and Assyria for
inscrutability ; Persia for social virtue and the struggle against

civilizations pur-
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moral evil: . .
world Otlllih India for universal redemption. In the western
higher’ pow e other hand, wherein humanity has supplanted the
first aSSertse‘rts als the contre of interest, and the dignity of man
character. itself, the ideas are of a more secular and complex
Hen ‘
the bealltce Ct:’reece'r(?SPOHdS to the idea of beauty, not merely
mony of ry]f) _the dl}"ne, but the beauty of the human—the har:
sents to ue lghlor.), science, art and philosophy; while Rome repres
s the ideas of political order and the practical govern-

ment of society.
the i:tti newly founded s
man’s re;’:tt‘ and value to the theologian
scholar forIOn to God, and no less valuable
authors is qill)y proper understanding. of many 0!
and ROme‘ ’1“3}3" knowledge of the poht.ncal institutions of Gree
from a Stu'd fle lessons to be learnt 10 the sp}'lcrc of politics
seven hundr}:do the long f:areer of Rome especially, where for
acted on eaL h years plebCl.an. :_md noblo wrestled and mu'tu;llly re-
free inStitut-c other, e-‘dllbltm'g the llllcrpla)u(>f parties under
are many rul?jn_s for a longer period than amongany other people,
0 and important.
1 SQIeCutt ?(t;rthé large subject of the politic
assemblies* t"?‘at_ment’ one 'chapter only’—ﬂm the
ought not‘ t- | his article will trans!)ort us into :mhq.mly,
tory of for o leave us there. Whois t]lncm that sludlcs.thc
the Presentmer days that does not desire at the sam¢ time that
suggestive should profit by the past? [It1s poth a legitimate and
with whi hSt“dY to learn how the Romans faced the problems
ducted Cl we St'l! have to deal, how their elections .wcrc con-
ing VOt’erw 1at Ser‘”ce:5 and promises were most potcnt in attract-
GXerciseds’ wh.at .Peflls threatened the state through u-suf(ragc
he mightals) his l'lght.by every citizen, however poot or ignorant
ployed to & ho“" violence, bribery and corruption we
taken by Sec‘_“"e_h‘»‘,’.h office in the state, and wha't measures Were
the freey- Pat.not‘lc citizens to stem the tide of evil, and to defend
institutions of the country against the assaults of am-

bitj
10Us : o
us and designing men.
ect are willems, (entile, ar

Momphe @uthorities on _this subj
1882, jg pa;(-’lhe discussion by Gaston Boissier_in the Reuvue
icularly genial, and to it Iam much indebted:
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In order to understand the right of suffrage as practiced
among the Romans we need to comprehend the Roman constitu-
tion and the nature of the electoral assemblies,

First the constitution. The Roman Republic was essentially
aristocratic, in this respect differing from the democratic char-
acter of the republics of Greece. Throughout the long career of
the Republic the aristocratic element is the preponderant one
and puts its stamp on the whole national character, on manners,
institutions and ideas. It was not the work of a man or of an liour,

but of ages of conflict between the party of the nobles and the
party of the commons,

In the compromise between opposing
interests while at e

ach recurring struggle less power was left in
the hands of the nobles and more power passed into the hands of
the people, the aristocratic element still remained the real mas-
ters of Rome. What was openly lost by the aristocracy was
still maintained by the exercise of their influence and authority-.
How fundamentally aristocratic was the character of the Roman
state can be illustrated even from the nature of Imperial rule.
On the morrow of the establishment of the Empire, which owed
its cxistence to the favor of the lower orders—the right of
suffrage was taken away by Tiberius from the people, while the
Senate continued its existence as the only check to despotic
rule, and divided with the Emperor the respect of the world.
Throughout Rome's long career until she stood forth the
acknowledged mistress of the world, it was the rule of the nobles
that dictated her policy.

In Rome's slow but ste
by a rude pastoral people
world we sce the

ady advance from a village occupied
to the position of ruler of the known
defects as well ag the virtues of aristocratic
rule—-its selfishness, cruelty and lack of originality as opposed to
its perseverance, its courage, its elasticity in defeat, its indomit-
able energy.  These are the virtues of the great ruling races, but
never have they been exhibited on a grander scale than by the
Romans. These qualities do the nobles exhibit, not merely in

contact with foreign nations, but in the long strife with the com-

mons, an enemy much stronger than themselves. Foot by foot
lever ruse on

are they forced to yield, but only to seek by some ¢
y had lost the day before.

the morrow to recover the ground the
From the earliest existence of Rome the national will was
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e Jaws and

ssemblies, which passed th
a dele-

Ehpressed by the popular
gated at t'; magistrates of tl}e city. .Thc'kin.g had Qonly :
ment touth ority, which terminated th.h his life. The appoint:
This ass ebregal ‘ofﬁce rev‘erted on his death to‘ thg T'\sscm-bly.
It was Csln ly as first cOI‘lStl(Uted is known as the Comitia Curiala.
ants. T} mposed of the first founders of Rome an-d'thcxr dcsccn.d-
that citiy]ey a!one were l‘e.gm‘.ded as Rpme's truc.cm'zcns,m‘ld W'll.h
Curiata 'e";hfp went the 1'nahenable right of voting in tlfc Comitia
or Warc.l .hls arlst‘ocratlc assefnbly rt?presented. lbc tlurt%".curlcs.
S“Perseds,d into which thf: ancient city was .dmded. l‘hou.gh
Tulliug ‘i Py the recasting of tbe constitution und.cr Servius
centuriel ]lYed on, however, with a shadox.vy existence fqr
of its aui]unm the close of the Republic. Servius Imfl robbctd it
yet it + tority, t.he nobles no longer as_sefnbled to its sessions
reverencvasf re]'g‘f)“Sly preserved, irll opedlence to the Roman
of the I; or ancient forms and institutions. I't was the pr:.lctlcc
antiquit omans never to destroy anything with th‘c sanction 0
Curies Wy.. Hence in the later Republic the. thlrt‘y deserted
assembl e(lie repr?Sented each year merely by.tlnrty lictors, who
semb]; ed and dissolved with a stately formality that kept up the

Idnce of an earlier unlimited power:
their zxwfs soon apparent, even to thc'a patricians of Rome, tl}at
her b hC usive claims must give way, if _Romc was to acqnnphs 1
the pr;: .]deS““)’- A keen political insight combatt'ed. in them
right vileges of their order. They felt that the restriction of the

s of citizenship would reduce Rome to play the role of a

pet . . -
ty Greek state with its jealous patriotlsm which admitted of
it was necessary for her to

n .
C}?aixglza:llsmn. If Rome was to grow, ! . e
reputatj '€ .Stra"gers who had flocked to the attra.cfxon 0 1er
Hence ion, into free citizens possessed of tju.ll polm'cal rights.
in ord arose the necessity of enlarging the polmcal basis of' Romlc,
fetaineedr that the foreigners who had been at'tr.acte‘d ml'glln l;e
eradj and that the feelings of jealousy and injustice M8 it be
icated from the disfranchised plebeian masses:
Were’li‘:e reform in the constitution, bY which 'tl'le lower <:,rlde(r)s;’
the ¢ co,r_porated into the state, and the patrician assem {yu !
Omit.onutm Curiata superseded by the new .assembly‘ o du’c
of th ia Centuriata is attributed to Servius Tullius, fifth in order
e seven Kings of Rome. AS all Athenian 1aws were attri-
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buted to Solon as their originator, so all great early constitutional
changes were attributed by the Romans to Servius, The Servian
Constitution reveals rather the usual tactics of the Roman
aristocracy. The substance of authority was still retained by the

privileged classes, while they surrendered the form to the rising

demands of the new comers. In this new assembly the political

preponderance is determined, not by birth as in the curies, but by
fortune.  The people were divided into five classes, graded
according to their assessment. Tle political astuteness of the
aristocratic classes is shown in the large apparent concession to
the popular demand for representation whereby, as Livy says,
without appearing to exclude any man, they preserved for them-
selves the reality of power. Of the 193 centuries, or hundreds,

into which the five classes were divided, 80 were assigned
to the first, or richest class, most of
or with patrician leanings, and
tes, whose natural

whom were patricians
18 to the order of the equi-
affiliations were with the nobles. Thus
the largest number of votes were wielded by those who numeri-
cally were far the weakest. The ability to baffle the wishes of
the lower orders was further enhanced by the provision that the
majority in any class carried the whole vote of the class. In
order, therefore, to wield 3 controlling influence in the Comitia
Centuriata it was not necessary by any means that the political
sentiment of the first or second classes should be unanimous, it
was suflicient that in cach the fecling should be strong enough to
overpower the opposing interest. Thuys with one hand the

aristocracy retained what with the other they had the air of sur-
rendering,

Stll a great step forward had been made by the plebs.

They had a country. They felt, however, they had been out-
witted by the patricians, and that the Comitia Centuriata was al-
ways at the discretion of the nobles, By dint, therefore, of com-
plaints and menaces, they extracted from the fears of the aris-
tocracy the establishment of another Popular assembly, the
Comitia Tributa. This took shape 150 years after the Servian
constitution, In this assembly the privileges of the higher classes
were reduced and the will of the lower orders received effect.
With the exception of the Consuls, Praetors and Censors, who
were still elected by the Comitia Centuriata, all other officers of
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I diles and minor
In this new assem-
as in the case of the

sta .
Ofﬂii;];}ise"frxll)unes of the people, Quaestors
bly the vOtfe elected by the Qomitia Tributa.
Comitia Cel:tg was not confined to the city
tricts adjoini:?a}tla’ but _took place also throughout.thecountr_v dis-
might be the 1)& tt e. Cap!taI: In order that the will o{thc pcolflc.
tricts, but fou .e te“ Cm'rl'ed into effect, out of the 35 tribes, oF .dns-
were in the r were assigned to the caplFal, the other 31 tribes
were laree] country. 'Thus the authonty of the nobles, who
their Clie:usy centered in Rome, .and that of the vast army of
In the (\:Vas .r(.educe.d to a mininum.
were ignored omitia Tm{)utd all distinct
on the terr't' ‘,The voting was carried. on it
peoples. T‘IOllal P“n'Clple that prevails to-day among mo(.iem
a voice and ]:O.Ugh ﬂ“S.assembly the lower ordc':rs had olst:}lincd
forced the Sam?d an importance t.hat nmdg itself felt. They
and thejr dea _0_pt'0n of many f)f their resolutions on the nobles
Theic iC;1510!15 be.came obligatory on the whole state. '

face of the dn uence In course of time became SO great th:'u in
cratic part -;‘f;ger that grew mcreasmgly thrgatcmng, the aristo-
Modiying }tll elt compelled to‘ cor}x!)romxse \.vuh the ;.)opulacc by
Serviug Tu“-le nature f)f the Comitia Centuriata c.stbhs.hcd under
was retaine:jus' While the division of the people into five classes
Was reserved no such preponder.ance on the part of thc. nobles
will of the;z as under the Servian arrangemcpt, by which the
the COmproo‘f’e" orders could be vetoed. The hive classcs, }n}duf
into two ce mise between the two opposing systems, Were divided
Power wag nttl,mes each. DBy this flew rez.ldjustme!n the balancc: of
old assemb] ransferred to t!le third or intermediate class. 'Ih'c
Character y of the centuries thus assumed 2 Tnore dcmo‘cmttc
Compact and e“_abled the majority of the na‘txon, when it was
point wit}imd seriously bent on enforcing its vieWs to carry s
it is im success. At what time this compromise was effected
seemg t;)(;ss'ble to say with any degree of posntlvencss,. but’ it

hen for lahve taken'place shortly before the second 1?umc \_\ ar.

laminiy the first time do we see consuls of plebeian origin,
armijes t ° and. Varro, detested by the 10 ing forth Rome s
assemb] o resist the Carthaginian foe, f that the old
l'eceivedy of the centuries had been 12

a new form and character

jons of rank and fortunc
1 each tribal centre

bles, lead
a clear pro°

dically modified and had
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It might appear that with the Comitia Tributa voicing the
opinion of the masses, and with all the higher offices now thrown
open to every citizen in the Comitia Centuriata, the government
of the Roman state was a truly popular one. But by means of
two checks upon the free choice of the people, the patrician
party, while conceding apparently the more pressing demands for
reform, took their precautions to obstruct the democracy and to
retain in their own hands much of their e

The first me
higher value to
lower.

arlier authority.

ans of thwarting the people was the giving of a
a vote in the superior classes than it had in the
Everycitizen, high or low, was avoter and in theory eligible
for the loftiest position in the gift of the electors. But the vote
was not individual, nor of the same value in the last class of
citizens as in the first. On the reorganization of the Comitia
Centuriata --the supreme electoral assembly of the Romans—
there was incorporated into it that feature of the Comitia Tributa
which placed most of the power in the hands of the rural districts
lying around Rome, the division namely into 35 tribes or wards-
In each tribe the distribution of the voters into five classes,
according to the property assessment, held good. The five
classes were further divided each into two sub-classes called
centuriac—one for the older members (seniores), the other for
the younger (juniores), each century casting one vote. By this
system each tribe counted ten votes, and the thirty-five counted
three hundred and fifty, which was the complete electoral vote in
the reformed Comitia Centuriata. The first or highest class in any
tribe thus commanded two votes, in all the tribes seventy. By
an alliance with the next class it commanded an additional
seventy votes, and was thus cnabled to cancel the 140 votes of the
lowest classes, the fourth and fifth. The third or middle class
thus held the balance of power, and as a rule it favoured the
higher conscrvative element. The majority of centuries does
not therefore necessarily represent the majority of citizens, the
candidate clected is often raised to office by the vote of the

minority, and the preponderance is still preserved for birth and
fortune. ‘

The second che
defeat the will of th
priesthood

ck by which the Patricians could thwart and
e people was effected by an alliance with the
» whereby the all-powerful influence of religion was

.
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ntrody v
lay mox’ceegnfio wrest the victory from the majority. No nation
No voyage coe;r] ;h; rule of superstitiOus fear than the Romans.
without COnsult(i e unde'rtaken or warlike enterprise entered on
cerns of the ind‘ngdthe will of the gods. Alike in the petty con-
“?“gious cerem ividual and tl.xe great concerns of the state, the
vVictims were e ony was an indispensable preliminary, and the
the priestly b (’;ammed for favourable omens. So powcrful was
_members 'weo y, and so ma'gniﬁcent its endowments, that its

re largely recruited from the ranks of the nobles.

The pr;
€ prie
sthood . . . .
, therefore, from 1ts social position and enormous
in the state, and in times

weal .
of crti:;sciotnsmutfm a powerful element

alliance of ‘:Sid 'Its authority on the side of patrician rule.  The

eligion and conservatism is not an anusual one. At

nt we fint the two

all
forCe?\iZ E]l(nd l'mder all forms of governme
the past rc]fng in unison with each other. Both are ft
give groimd”;]g to the long traditions of their earlier powers
Vating tenden (?W]y and .reluctantly to the Zeit-Geist, the inno-
Intimate yni cies of their contemporaries. It was through this
Priesthood thon between the patrician order and that of the
thwart the at the final effort was made by the higher cla
Tan high inwf‘“ of the people. When the tide of popular feeling
consul, who :ivour of a ca.ndidate obnexious to the nobles, the
Y a previous Was/s Super.vlsed the voting, could stop the election
The re ; }m erstanding with the augurs:
able, that t‘;mt from the augurs that the victims were unfavor-
ad been he)ere were menacing signs in the sky, or that thunder
?eedings' Tard In the distance, was sufficient to stay the pro-
“alio g, ”—U‘fmng gravely to the citizens with the simpl¢ words,
on some other day »__the consul stopped  the

electi .
OOlf] :lrlld dissolved the assembly-
eepest ipt tﬁe el_ections that for the o
the Candidelest in the citizens and the k
orth ip thztes' . As the highest honour in
and enormg aspirants unwearied effort, the most subtle finesse
us expenditure, to bribe and e the voters: Only

thog

e who '

. had already diStinguished themselves in the service of
ts for the consulship.

eir cou :

Ccess tgtl-y were qualified to be aspiran

gyptian t it was as carefully guarded as the approach 10 an
emple through an avenue of sphinxes-

oted in
and

gses to

eenes

the state, it called

amus
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For fifteen long vears must the apprenticeship last, during
which the candidate must pass through the lower offices before
aspiring tothe higher. The Quaestorship wasthe lowest of the grefﬁ
offices and was regarded as the first step (primus gradus honorts)
in the upward progress towards the Consulship ; then came Fhe
Zdileship and next the Practorship. Only extraordinary resolution
* and ambition combined with great wealth or great talents could
hope to reach the goal. But if the candidate, supposing him a
novus homo as Cicero was, through the force of his genius and of
public favor, gained the coveted honour, he stood forth the fore- -

most citizen in the whole world, the crown and fountain of all

power, the chief citizen of the greatest and most glorious of all

peoples. By his success he not only ennobled himself, but he
threw lustre for all time to come upon his family, and along
with himself he lifted up to a higher social position his friends
and all connected with him, )

Hence arose that passionate desire which carried the candi-

date through the long years of preparation for the crowning effof.t
of his life.  He founded the family by his success, and the tradi-
tion of his hig

h office could not but clothe his descendants with

splendor to the minds of a people amongst whom traditions had
so much force.

We are fortunate in havin
accident a detailed
candidate who wishe

& preserved for us by a happy
account of the measures to be taken by a
d to arrive at success. This is a letter written
to Cicero by his brother Quintus, a restless but clever man, who
was thoroughly versed in the politics of the day, and had carried
many intrigues to success.  Hig letter, to which lie gave the
name Candidate's Manual “commentariolim petitionis,” was SO
highly esteemed by the Kreat orator that he corrected it and at
alater time had it published. Quintus had a genius for public
life, and the words he applies to Aurelins Cotta might rather be
applied to himself, “iu ambitione artifex,” a perfect adept in the
art of canvassing.  He elevated electoral strategy to the height
of ascience, and in its way the Candidate’s Manual is almost as

noteworthy as the Prince of Machiavellj, He reduces to 3
systematic body of principles the scattered practices of former
politicians.

From the time of his clection to the Quaestorship the candi-
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date k ..
In Ord?r?ttzver in his eye.the crowning honor of the Consulship.
to dazzle a;e(;lch the higher position of Edile it was necessary
The lavish sh amuse the people and thus secure their favor.
before the p St_OWS with which a candidate brought himself
could SUStairc]) “EiIOf the 'people, were such as no private fortune
being elected ithout being exhausted. Hence each officer on
Province, that SITCUre.d appointment in some recently conquered
return,  This ee ’l“}ght'be prepared to push his cl
cruelty and Vena)]('p ains in part the almost universal
Was one of the 1 ity of Rome’s.representatives abroad. Cicero
./’EmiliuS Scaur lOnoml-)le exceptions. Most were of the type of
ing for the Praus' Sot?-m-la.w of Sulla, who, while Edile and lcok-
to hold 8o.0 etorship, built a theatre at the cost of $4,000,000,
Rlass, decc;r:to geoPle, the first story of marble and the second of

Curio, 1, ed with .360 cc?lumns and statuces,

He haq tv:/o ;)}:Vever, in lavish display surp en Scaurus.
Comedies wer catres Co.nstruc:ted back to b
Withoyt digtueb_Pk\YGd, in the other tmgedies. In the evening,
Tollers “’Cr-e rl ing the spectators, the two buildings moving ou
Which were :;}]e.zl_ed round to form an immense amphitheatre in
In Order‘t 1 l.ted combats of gladiators and wild beasts.
Fo approach, thO win the favor of the people it was necessary
In the period f'“ Persollally. Ample time was given to do this
suing for the gapsmg Petween the filling of the Practorship and
ave elapsed O“;‘”Shlp. ' Between these offices two years must
nefg]ected.n .I“ ays Quintus, «No corner of Rome must be
will, though t] ven the slaves must be approachcd. Their good
can influence rey have no vote, will not be without result. They
Candidate o therS: _ Any show of moroseness o0 the part of a
Was construed isposition to avoid close contact with the voters
who left the as an insult to the sovereign people. Hence Cato,
ship, And eSCan.vass to his friends, never reached the Consul-
®Minent mg ervius Sulpicius, the great jurisconsult, the most
Compelled tn of his day, and most worthy of high office, was
though 1 o sue for ten years, owing to Lis too great hauteurs
e won the Consulship at 1ast through the admiration

Caus
ed by h;
y his perseverance.

In
Might b:r;ier that the candidate €
ormally announced as in the

aims on his
rapacity,

3,000 marble

assed ¢v
ack, in one of which
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field he must
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days appear in the Forum and take part in a ceremony which
was part of the official routine, namely, the prensatio or hand-
shake. If a candidate does not enter heartily into the spirit of
the practice it is all up with his chances for election. Not only
must the candidate shake hands, but he must name the elector
as well.  Any manifestation of ignorance or hesitation to recog-
nize an elector was most damaging. Following the candidate as
his shadow was the nomenclator, whose business it was to know
every one and to prompt his chief,

The election for consuls took place in July, although the
successful candidate took office only in January. The votes
were polled in the Campus Martius, between the Capitoline Hill
and the Tiber. Thither repaired before daylight the consuls and
their staff.  Then, after sacrifices and prayers, the order was
given by the presiding consul that the people should range them-
selves by their tribes and classes. Before the mass of the electors
deposited their votes one century called the centuria pracrogativa,
selected by lot out of the nearly four hundred centuries, advanced
to make its choice.  This was regarded by a superstitious people
like the Romans as an indication from heaven of the suitable
candidate. Al undecided voters followed the choice of the
centuria pracrogativa, and it was but seldom that a candidate was
rejected if he was accepted by the cenfuria pracrogativa,

It is interesting (o compare the mode of voting as practised
nowadays with the practice of Rome, There were no electoral
districts such as now obtain,  All Rome, which means the whole
Roman world, voted in one place, and vast as were the numbers
of the voters, the result was known before evening. Within a
vast enclosure, fenced in by high wooden ' lled ovile
or the sheep pen, did thc)vottrs troop, pl’?‘[;]ii;a\l:;:rzaas many
eatrances to the ovile as there were Centuries. Between the en-
ll:’l!-l(l(: and the m'z.l«' stretched long passages called pontes, through
which the voters filed one by one, and as they reached the inner
extremity of the pontes they deposited their ballots. The aim of

the ovile was to prevent an elector when once he had voted re-
peating the operation,

There the clectors remained till the
posed to the rain and the sun,
purpose of building a

voting was finished, ex-
! Julius Caesar had formed the
magnificent structure of marble pillars,
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Augustus brought his pl
y the

ire passed awa
as erected worthy of
voters to

wi
Co::pTe:ioof and elegant porticos.
rights ofc:r;]’ but with the rise of the emp
the state’s E.Psople, anq when a building W
fill its cou ighest functions there were no longer any
rts.
Stl‘ungel:“g as .tbe plebeians by
their ri"htere E‘axsnr1g themselves to 2
mainedb c to fill the highest offices of
monarch o.mparatlvel.y.pure. But w
Wealth_{v;nto a patrician oligarchy, and then
art of brible“ the art of canvefssing degeneratet
long dela 'ery‘—R.ome was ripe for Despotist,
N y 1n coming.
nu“lbe‘;n;imus law.s were passed ag
always SOOWS their powcrlessness to S
dates Weremfe way Of evading the severest
but there orbidden”to exhibit beasts and &
Stead, TWas nothing to prevent one’s triend
being pa Z(V;a"ds the end qf the republic nooncY
t was loZt t'. The CO'I'l‘uptlo.n was reduced to a T¢H
centuries a H"e‘to bribe individuals, voters were pux.'ch
leaders i " tribes. It was necessary to deal only with
bands to af‘*Ch group. Thus the candidate.had alw.'ays
gave g pub]t'aCk an opponent, to drown a rival's voice whe X
leaders of t}llc address or to applaud the side they a‘d'optcd. I'he
open was these purchaseable groups were called divisores and o
they were e .Comme@e between th.em and the candidate that
Conside,.at.pum'c‘." rfécelved by an aspirant and tn'f:atC(l as men of
Onest cit-l,on and importance in the community- .Thc most
the state 1zens were compelled, unless they were willing to leave
Culpable , in the hands of miscreants, ort to the same
election t:eans_‘ The stern Cato, in orc : acsar's
Means g It;-]e Consulship, furnished fx.'om hlS.
Conscience ibulus tO.OPpose him. Cicero with
Rainine oﬂi’ defende'd in 699 the Consul "d succce)ded
e br;u hCe by bflbery. Because they were friends of Pompey
well ag gt t all his powers of oratory to beaf fmd succ'eedcfl 5(;
Atticys 10 get them acquitted. But in writing to his frient
» he mournfully says, «“We have no longer any govern-
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ment or Commonwealth. We have lost not only the reality of
the laws, but even their semblance and shadow.”

A people that surrenders its self-respect, and puts up its
favor to public auction, is not worthy of freedom. Universal
suffrage without universal education is an added menace toO
civilization—the knife in the maniac’s hand. The Caesars are,
therefore, the less deserving of censure in taking from the Romans
the privileges of a suffrage which they only abused.

A. B. NicHOLSON.

THIEE TEACHING OF ANCIENT HISTORY.
T is obvious that in our already overcro-wded courses in Classics
and lHistory no detaile

d treatment of this subject is prac-
ticable; it is equally obvious that no University can afford to

neglect it altogether.  Thus it is of great importance to discover
the best method of employing the limited time at our disposal ;
we must either concentrate attention on a given period, or, if we
attempt to cover the whole ground, must be content with a very
general, not to say sketchy, treatment. This being so, it seems
better to give the student a skeleton which he may hereafter
clothe with flesh, rather than, so to say, to give him an exhaust-
ive knowledge of the big toe, or even of the brain, of his subject ;
he will thus gain methods which may be used in future study,
even if his actual knowledge is somewhat inadequate. As the late

Principal of Glasgow says: 1t i the province of the higher
education to bring the mind, by the exercise of jts own independ-
ent cfforts, to the knowledg

¢ not of the net results of inquiry on
any subject or class of subjects, but of the principles on which
they depend, and of the processes which lead to them.” This is
especially so in the ¢

ase of a subject in which there is really
some chance of getting students to continue their work after

leaving the University. The Rreat majority of men who enter
business or embrace one of the learned professions have neither
time nor inclination to continye their study of the
classics ; but they do desire to Pursue some course of read-
ing, if only as a relaxation, and to such men History may
be recommended, since it combines pleasyre with profit and

———
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may be studied with comparatively little loss by those who are
familiar with the I<nglish language alone. The tendency of the
present day is, no doubt, to specialise, and it is certainly true,
as the Master of Balliol was never tired of impressing upon us
that the Universal apart from the Particular is meaningless.
I:}m) after all, specialisation can be overdone, even in the case of
German Professors, much more in that of Canadian students.

In reading too many modern histories we wander with parched
throats amid endless deserts of arid detail, vnrelieved by the
smallest oasis in the shape of a generalisation. The Particular
apart from the Universal is equally meaningless and much less
“.]tel'esting_ Few things are more valucless than to study a pors
tion of History while neglecting the period out of which 1t
sprang, and that into which it developed.  An outline, however
bare, can always be filled in, but to begin with the detailed study
O.f a period usually involves a permanent loss of pqrspcctivu. As
!HStory is at present taught, Sicily and Carthage suddenly leap
Into the story of Rome full-grown, and in their armour, like
Athene from the head of Zeus; the Gracchi flash before out
astonished eyes like bolts from the blue ; while the Hellenisation
of the Iast, one of the most important developments in the
progress of mankind, is often so utterly neglected that the
S.tlldent considers the Mithradatic wars as in some way i cons
tinuation of the Persian invasion of Grecce. Of the great march
of Ancient History, of the many streams which gradually con
verged into the universal Empire of Rome, antil the City of the
Seven Hills came to include among her citizens the whole popi-
!aticm of the civilized world, he has usually a very inadequate
idea.

[t may be said that this eleme
given previous to the entrance of the p
But while none can deny that in many o
Collegiate Institutes excellent work 1s done, they labour under
several disadvantages. The text-book which has been fm"r.c.d
upon them is full of such grotesque errors, and even where 1t 18
correct is so utterly sterile and unprofitable, that only an ‘3-“3"!’."’
tional teacher can interest his pupils in the subject 3""1 even
a4 proper text-book were provided, the High gchool is better
fitted to stimulate interest by drawing vivid pictures of men and

ntary knowledge should be
apil into the University.
{ our High Schools and
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events than it is to explain the tendency which those events il-
lustrate. Any boy of average intelligence can be roused by the
story of Marathon and of Cannae, by the career of Alcibiades
or of Scipio, but, as Aristotle says, “the very young are incapable
of understanding general ideas;” hardly in the University, cer-
tainly not before his entrance into it, is the average Canadian fit
to penetrate to the inner shrine of history, and to see the stream
upon whose surface the greatest man is swept helplessly along.

But I shall leave these general considerations, and attempt
to give a more definite outline of a Course which, though far from
perfect, would at least bLe an improvement upon our present
system.  In the first place History should be tuught systemati-
cally, and not in occasional digressions, however interesting-
Lectures should be given at least once a week, in which on the
one hand reference should be made to the historical authors who
are included in the classical course; and which, on the other,
would enable the classical professor to read those authors,
from the literary and philological standpoints, instead of being
compelled, as at present, to hover between different and often
discordant points of view, to the no small disadvantage of both;
a method which in another branch of the subject reaches its
climax of absurdity by forcing us to read Aristotle ag part, not of
the Philosophical course, but of the Classical.

The lecturer should begin with some account of Homeric
Greece, and of that brilliant Achaean civilisation which had its
centre at Mycenae, and of which such ifteresting relics are still
being discovered, . Though we are in the dark o many points,
we know for certain that from about the Sixteenth to the Twelfth
Century B.(i.. a powerful race with many oriental characteristics
held sway in the eastern part of the Peloponnesus, and
that they were i close  commerciy] connection with Asia
Minor and with Egypt.  Some passing reference should
be made to lhc' land of the Nile, which, though lying
apart from the main stream of ancient civilisation possesses a
charm and a mystery which even Cook's excursions ,cannot stale.

Passing rapidly over the Dorian migration, the planting of
Lo . ,

colonies in the eighth century, and the age of the tyrants, we
come to the Persian invasion,

Of this, anq of the succeeding
hundred years, a lengthy account is usually given ; byt it should
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ht description of the successive
rtile region between the
ate system of govern-
by his subjects

Z:t;}l.nly be .prefaced by some slig
Tigprlitcei ‘Sl“d‘ rose and fell in the fe
mentk {Jl:i]tthe ILuphrateis, and of the elabor
P tluP by Darius Hystaépes, gtllcd
Orgalllis‘e}’s ofle pf}tty t.rader, but in reality one of the .
History becoanme"t times. I may here suggest that as Ancient
rated from tl:es, as.lt l‘S bound ‘to d'(), m‘orc and more sepa-
solely in the }e course in pure Classics, 1t :s“hould not remain
should com }ailds of the l’rofcssorf; of Latin :md-(.ruck, hut
who have th[virlsc le.ctl?rcs on the .()l'lcntal l'n()n;\rclnc.s‘. by tl}(‘)ﬁtf
triumph of \CI""OSt m'mnate acquaintance with the Sl.ll)J(t(ll. I'he
the knowle l ydCedon is usually studied 1 some detail, but here
ander O“('g,?o.f.most' of us stops. Of the C:Olu].ncsts ()f. Alex-
e"‘Pir,c Oflls h‘“" (fachmg plans 'for the consolidation of h{s vast
studerlt’ of Ht ¢ km*‘{d"m.s of his successors the Diadochi, the
nothing. I2 onour Classics need llcnow, fm_d usnally (‘i(u:s‘ knn'w,
too mn(':h t‘_ven n that part to w]n'ch sufficient attention 18 paid,
Athens ’Wa_""e »“5 spent m }larratll\g the long ' scull'lc' of
the illnc;rh ;?St Sparta and ,I~hehes, and too little 1o Acxpl:un?ug
even Ariq: ll]lcture of the moig, that lnarvcllous.org:uusm which
’l"l.’an;(s;a-, Ottl e, the tutor of Alexander, consu!crcd. .
satic;n . :\J e alTSOlutely tu.lal and comp]et.c fonp of C'l\'lC organt-
in the.ne‘-to ;)"3“5 Wfalfare is en'hanced, eut.hcr in this world or
Athens 'll;\t » by knowing who hoisted the shield fx:om the w;'llls of
:1(1Van;:e' { e.rhthc battle Of' E\Ia'l':u_hon, or why l’.lcx.sto:m;lx did not
importan urther than the Thriasian Plaun, but it is of very great
Kfeates(t C: to know what form 'of government produced the
Known, SIate.smen, poets .and' philosophers whol‘n. the \\:orl(l has
Atllenq. wh't 1s the constltutm.nal, not the political history f)f
extent“ t] ich is °f such great importance, though tn.n ccrun'n
which fol)ley are inseparable. In t.he hundred and fifty _\'cf’l.t.s
tocrac t]({wed the .battle of Salamis Athens passed from ars’
city l])]'ob“f)l’gh various stages of democracy to the rfxlc of the
Pelopon In its most absolute form. At the l)cgmmng uf'tlm
philoso '}?Slan war the.people were controlled by a glc:\} .;n«l.
that at l:th‘St.atesman ; l.n twenty-five years they had sunk .s'() ow
resist th € -l'lal.of the six generals the only man who d;.ucd to
“ eir desire for blood was met by the cry that it was
monstrous for any one to attempt to hinder the P
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doing whatsoever they desired.” (All through the fourth cen-
tury this decay went on, and the triumph of Macedon, mourr}ed
over by so many, was r.eally a glorious and benign necessity.
At present we study it in the speeches of Demosthenes, and
derive therefrom a wholly distorted view. We cannot refuse our
admiration to the great orator; it is impossible not to wish that
there had been another termination to the battle of Chaeronea,
where the improved armour of the Macedonians and the superior
generalship of Philip triumphed over the dogged courage O
Thebes and the sprightly valour of Athens, and ‘" the liberties of
Greece were buried in the graves of the fallen,” But it 1s
equally impossible to refuse our sympathy to the Scotch Jacobites;
and we must remember that the devotion’ of Demosthenes, like
that of the Jacobites, was given to a lost cause and an outworn
ideal.  This is the really important point in the career of Philip;
not the maze of intrigues by which he gained a footing in central
Greece, over which so much valuable time has been wasted.
Chacronea was not “ fatal to liberty ;" on that hard fought field
Greece died to live; the {ree city life of Athens passed away,
and in so doing produced much fryijt ; the conquests of Alexander
carried Hellenic civilisation over Asia to the banks of the Indus,
and made casy the work done afterwards by Rome. To the
student of Political Science Alexander and his successors, usually
so neglected, are Interesting because under them for the first
time a modus vivendi—somewhat external it is true—was found

between the city-state and empire, Alexander himself, and his
successors, the Seleucids and P i

L : tolemies, were great founders of
cities, from which Greek cultyre flowed far and wide.
Alexandria and of Pergamus most of us have heard. but it may
surprise some to know that Kandahar and Tashke’nt owe their
origin to the Macedonian conqueror,

Meanwhile in the west, under t}
the city-state was expanding in other directions. After a long
struggle waged against enemies both within and without, the
Republic became ruler of Latium, then of Italy, and then of the
shores of the Mediterranean. [y harrating thfs conquest much
more attention than is now paid q

) should be given to Carthage and
to Sicily.  While we are lamentably ignorant of the great
Phoenician colony, yet from

; i i o our f”lf%’mentary knowledge ©
its opulence, its grisly religion, and of the long political strug-
gle between the peace-loving and the ambitious
House of Barca, a fascinating ctive picture could be
drawn.  One or two lectures should be given to Sicily, the great
outpost of Greek civilisation in the west. Events ;IOW move
quickly. Masters of the civilised world tl;e Romans were
confronted in its acutest form with ’the prablem  which

1€ presiding genius of Rome,
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Alexander, if he had lived, would have bad to face, that of
Teconciling empire with liberty. How vast that problem 13
Englishmen and Americans who have a consciousness of their
birth-right do not need to be told. Cicero, whose carcer would
be more inteliigible if his readers would bear in mind that a man
may be a social parasite and yet a true and even devoted states
man, had but the most superficial insight into its difficulties ;
Caesar saw it, and solved it by cutting the Gordian knot. And
yet, though Rome sacrificed liberty to empire, she found a not
wholly inadequate substitute for it in the claborate system ©
municipal organisation which she devised and perfected. Thus,
whereas Athens had proved unequal to her task, and Alexander
had found but a superficial solution, Rome succeeded in widenig
her bonds till * civis Romanus” and * citizen of the world
ecame synonymous. The possession of Roman franchise wis

the boast of every free man, from the snows of the Grampians to
the desert sands of Africa, from the Loire and the Dordogne to
the Tigris and the ISuphrates ; the Roman genius for compromise
succeeded in enlarging the city state, while yet retaining s
zisential features, until the Gallic poet of the fifth century coule
o y M

Fecisti patriam diversis gentibus unam,

P’rofuit invitis, te dominante, capt; .

Dumque affers victis palrii consortia Jurs,

Urbem fecisti quod prius Orbis erat.

_ (Out of many nations thou hast made a single country that
“fh“:h was once a world has now become a city.) .
Thus the many rivers end at last in the great sci. “To the
historian Rome must ever be the central city of this carth.
Rome is the true microcosm.” (F. Harrison.) Itistrue that
even this reconciliation was in the end found imp.crfcc(. _l.ht.r
Municipal system gradually changed from a blessing mntod curse ;
the Roman stock wore itself out; all the horrors of the ba
arian invasions were not too heavy a price to pay for fh‘,: m‘-
usion of fresh blood into the exhausted civilisation of l'.tlfl(]’!""'

he rulers of India are still toiling at the same problem W ich
Perplexed Alexander and Octavian, and unless hke I¥ roude \l\)::
}ake counsel of despair, and declare that no solution C:?'ll'ti’ll/
ound, we cannot do better than study the record of thetr parte

s :
uccesses and final failure.  interest The
intercat.

! have omitted i is sketch much that 15 0 ¢
lecturer would ttbg ér())rtnh‘;zns:dtto P hak, however [,me“y',()f‘”:f
vast system of municipal government built up by Rome 'm:v\m‘
the crader but not less interesting fabric devised by A'thcns,conh
Its curious medley of family, social and religious ties ; nor o

which shows SO clearly

he neglect the Gracchan agitation,
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results of absentee landlordism, the

versus peasant proprietorship, and whj
folly of violent and hasty legislation ba
even when the priuciples are in thems
which cry for remedy are flag
men.  Many such points wili

problem of large estates
ch proves to all time the
sed on abstract principles,
elves sound, and the evils
rant and admitted by all thinking
occur to the most casual student ;
but what I have tried to illustrate is the necessity of seeing each
period in relation to that out of which it sprang and that into
which it developed. The Gracchi were not isolated portents,
but the products of the wars of the previous century, and of the
social conditions which these had brought about ; while both the
social reformers and the demagogues of the next century look
back to them as to their fathers after the spirit; Sulla was pro-
duced by the inevitable recoil from the blatant democracy into
which the Gracchan zeal for reforn, degenerated ; everything was
what it was because of something else ; no one link in the chain
can be separated from the others, Even if the glance which we
are allowed at the great stream of tendency be but fleeting, such
a glance is far better than to content ourselves with analysing

the animalculae contained in a few buckets of water drawn almost
at random.  As well try to judg

) e of a house from a specimen
brick as attempt to understand History, whether ancient or
modern, by studying a few isolated periods.

W. L. GRANT.

THE ALUMNI CONFERENCE,
The programme “of the seventh Conference, which begins
February 13th, 184y, at 3 P-m., is as follows — '
MONDAY,
3 pm.—Interpretation of modern life |
Cappon.  Discussion led by Profe
8 pan.—The relation of the
to the press as the prin(‘lp
Kev., DL CL Hossack, 11,13,
don Advertiser.  Discussion
Currie and Thompson.

] y modern poets. Drof.
ssor Dyde and John Marshall, M.A.
pulpit to political and social life, and
al exponent of modern life. Papers by
» and john Cameron, Esq., Editor Lon-
led by the Rey, Messrs., Thomas, Pecks

' TUESDAY,
1o-12 aa. Isaiah and Mical. p

Discussion led by the Rev., Messrs, Hutcheon ang J. R. Fraser.
Noon. - The Chancellor's Lecturesh; Profecc fareon ON
. e > . eS8S Vatson

* Philo and the New Testament.” P rofessor

3 p.m.—The Church in the_ 4th century. Prof, Glover. Discus-

ston led by the Rev. Herbert Symonds, (Read The Arian Contro-

versy by Gwatkin.)

4:30 p.m. —Business meeting

aper by Rev. W. (5. Jordan-

of the Conference,
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8 pan—-
m‘“‘d-“'ll']l'ue The outlook for the Canadian nation.  Rev. S, G
The Princi ‘lmessggc of the Church to Canada and the Empre.
and N. R pal. ,])lscnssmn led by Professors Shortt and ¢
N. R. Carmichacl, M.A.
WEDNESDAY
10-12 ¢ . .
Laird, I21;li'qn\l'i.])“)phecy in the 7th century It
Jordan. scussion led by the Rev. Messrs.
N _T .
R ;(:1‘1- I'he (,h:m(‘g]lor's Iectureship.
(:"‘Pl)nn. l-i—)-‘l‘ntvr}‘)rvt;mnn of modern life by
S P'm l,slf"usmon led by George Mitchell, M.AL
the (tllri'qli.'h e new Anthrepology and its hearing on the work of
Tavish, ]‘;U. Prf’f\_ChCI‘. Papers by Rev. Dr. Begy and Rev. [w. Mc-
iscussion led by Rev. John Millar and Prof. Ross.
10 12 4 . THURSDAY,
Discussion .-~ The Prophet Jeremiah.
and eon led by the Rev. Messrs, Net
( ?\:(" Bland. T
; g"&‘)-»-’lihu (fl\mnccllor's 1.ectureship.
])isrhm} . The Church in the gth century. Professor Glaver.
8 ;’“ I“d)'hy the Rev. 11. Symonds.
of (‘»hl'li;tli]" l\ltsclgh:mism ; paper by Rev. Mr. Scott. The Ilisrnry
stian Doctrine to the Council of Nice; paper by Rev. John
and K. . Crag.

Messrs, R. Laird
Christian Keligion

‘nmd\\’in,

c.  DPaper by Rev. A
Houston, Moore and

modern poets. I'rof.

v. John Ahllar.

PPaper by Re
G Jordan

1 McPherson, WL

lay : .
(l))())().kq ]t)lsl(:nssn()n led by Rev.
”"l‘n:;cl\-(: v’(‘»:l.“l‘r‘:l)di Ritschl's Iustruction in the
FRIDAY,
Discramton s A e Dealter. Books TV and V. Rev. Dr- AMilligan.
(Book to l])v N}' by Rev. Messrs. MeGillivray and James A. Grant.
Noon ,‘_.r';:(]ld,: The Origin of the Psalter, by Cheyne).
3 p ll.l - TlL (,,h‘anc(rl]m‘.s I.cctureship. R
I)iscilsqi;, 'l The Church in the 4th century. Professor Glover
s “) n” ed by Rev. H. Symonds and K. Laird.
by A - = The relations between Legislation and Morality. Paper
. Haydon, M.A.  Discussion led by Professors Shortt and Dyde.
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¢ always been

French Characteristics trary,
- a crass blockheac w
tas ly’ll‘iad taste, 'has taken a faenac;;_to
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which the discussion opens, it is apt to descend ra
sonalities, bad names, incoherent rage and affairs o
their anger the distinction between Frenchman an
is particularly noticeable. When in a
stamps about swearing with shockin

the Frenchman gesticulates wildly, rapidly becomes incoherent,
and finally dissolves in tears, bereft of utterance. Major Mar-
chand, of Fashoda fame, assures his countrymen that on learning
of the Dreyfus affair and the slur cast upon the army, he and
hiis companions burst into tears and were unable to speak to each

other for a dav and a lhalf. Quite possibly they were not so
severely affected, but it is significant that such an expression of
feeling was considered highly proper and patriotic. But the
most important characteristic of all, as affecting the national and
political stability of France, is the tendency to exaggerate the
personal element in every affair, public or private. ** Measures,

not men,’ wis a prominent maxim of English political life in the
cighteenth century, not no

> OW S0 commonly heard because less
needed. In France practice

] exemplifies just the opposite maxim,
henge the French have never bee

X : i) Ver been able to crystallize their po-
Htical life vound definite principles

» O confine themselves to two

) 1achinery by which a responsi-
ble parliamentary system can be ma

naged. Fy is always at
the mercy of the hero of the hour., Asf;’ndmhzrigr:jeo]lds ';lh\né g};,reat
man must either be made absolute ruler or banished the country.
What has oftenest saved France in the past éentury and may
save her again to-day, is the rarity with whicl she pr(’)duces the
masterful mind in public life,

e | The French Revolution itself was
a series of coups d'etat, separated by personal despotisms ending

with that of Napoleon. Tp recent years we all remember the
Boulanger episode, and now we have the Dreyfus affair, on quite
S ,

a different plane it Is true, but equally personal from beginning
to end. lh_uu;:t_x origimally a minor public matter, vet frgm the
personal facination in it we find it now with such’ :n enlarging
vortex that the army, the courts, the Bovernment, and even the
constitution are being dragged into it.  What w,rili be the ulti-
mate outcome of this affair depends more upon the personal

qualities of one or two individuals than upon iti stem
or any broad basis of national stability, bon the political sy

pidly to per-
f honour. In
d Englishman
passion the IEnglishman
g coarseness and virulence;

The 1 lcn(‘h't‘empcqment being what jt is, the Fashoda in-
The Fashoda Tacident C1AENE presented several features of peculiar dan-
ger to the peace of the world, and exposed a lack

of wisdom on the part of 3 numb ’ P

o er of British politicians and a
section of the British press, By a conjuncti P t
2 ction unfor

tunate for France, the Marchang ) of events

: : €xpedition arrived in the
Soudan just at the wrong moment, France, it is trye, had been
N ?
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warned off from that region, but the warning rested upon a very
qQuestionable basis, which Lord Salisbury afterwards wisely pre-
l’::tted to lapse, once he had secured a really valid one. Britain
R rself has not often paid timorous respect to such warnings.
beyesol"qllest the whole of that southern region had unfl‘oubtcc.illy
of the(;\slt to LEgypt far more than thirteen years. The ltllc
that of ahdi and his successors to the country was as gmlx hl
em OF any 1"""0Pe:1" power to the greater part of 1ts comllm
teng;re' If, then, France could capture and occupy part of t mt
ab tory, it would have been very difficult for England to prolvl«:
edite ter title; and it might have been excusable for hw, a ),L.
of ors and newer diplomacy statesmen to rage after the mannet
t the heathen or of her disappointed rivals as matters alctually
v::l]"'ned out. But before France had been able to establish her
aim, England, wearing the mask of Egypt, had atterly de-
SI:OI(;SI)ed the ruling power, and, by direct right of conquest, :G.lll(l',-
baes‘ ed to the whole domain. By this stroke the only posst l)tf
Frels ‘for a French claim had become Ijin;{lmul s, and t_(t t.‘f
nch was left the barren satisfaction of finding a cathartic ¢X
pression for their feelings. That the British need not have

grudged them.
validlqnding themselves in a very awkward Qosition wnthnll;t '::;l
gov excuse for .maintaining it, the question for 'thc r-%’cili-
g ernment was simply this, How can we retreat without .s.l' '
g the national honour in general, the honour of the army M
{’l?;itl{culay, and the sensibilities of the people as rcprgcntf;(‘l :,t)
self various organs of utterance ? .'l_he French govelmnu'i N
sh ’moccupymg no very stable position, na@umlly_t.cmp(;x. 7¢ X
uffled, and quite generally sparred for wind, The brench
E;e’ss',’ largely of a sensational and irresponsible character, l((i:é
w:i,tqmng the opportunity of doing some gr:nuhloqucmk;'m‘t;u()mt
Wilhmg’ and incidentally earning an hqnest penny, l"f;‘f( I'Ll(i()n nt
the a largeness and vigour that promised a rapid ex ;.“m("rcnch
. new vein which had been opened. But \vln_lc t!c' c
"E_Il)t be expected to cover their retreat 1n this fashion, the
British had no occasion to reply in their equivalents. All tl:a:
Xfa? required of Britain wasa calm, dignified and firm st:"cltc:yi(i;;.
dra:erl position, with au insistence on the uncoml;.ttu‘m.\mi(‘m
but vi‘) of the French expedition, followed by a PIO i ;i;l;tlilc c;m-'
tr’bs eady refusal to recede from that position. 1 he public ¢O”
1butions of Sir William Harcourt and ,qrd Rose'bcr)r,’:lt. o
F;eientlpg the Liberal party, were at once timely, d"gmtl;;('l,t ‘thc
eeping with the policy just outlined as showing to

nation was a unit in the matter. But the threats and l,lug,lte,i
ble British press assaile

With which a i i
portion of the respons! : Clain. Sir
rance, and the public utterances of Mr. Chamberlain, STt
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Michael Hicks-Beach, and the belated effort of Sir Ed. Monson,
ambassador to Paris, were worse than uncalled for. They add_ed
no weight to the British position, but rather weakened it, W!“le
they were particularly galling to the French national pride,
which is abnormally sensitive, They gave a welcome excuse to
the theatrical I'rench journalists to goad their jaded muse to
further hysterical efforts to inflame the public. These are the
incidents which will undoubtedly rankle in the French mind when
the main incident has been forgotten, and will be cherished for
revenge at some future opportunity,

Despite the warnings and

_ ! \nd protests of a numerous and excep-
UL S, Taperialiam : tiOnally intelli

gent section of the American people,
Feenomic. the United States seems to be pretty definitely com-
mitted to a policy of territorial expansion. That the world will
gain in consequence is certain, not because the imperialists are
the wiser, more capable, or more philanthropic element, but
because the burden of ensuring ‘the establishment and preserva-
tion of a tolerable if not ideal administration of the new depend-
encies, will fall largely upon the shoulders of the section which is
now protesting vigorously against the assumption of the national
burden.  Whether the United States itself will benefit to any
great extent is much less certain., Economically the direct and

immediate result will be the expenditure of millions of wealth
with little or no return, In

; time, however, the opportunity
which will be afforded for the fuller development of these richly
endowed regions, through the establishment of a stable govern-
ment and the protection of leg

‘ al rights, will lead to the produc-
tion of far more wealth than will be expended by the United

States povernment.  What proportion of that return will go to
American citizens and what to others is quite another question.

It is a much-disputed point in England itself as to whether she
has gained or lost, from a purely

‘ ) économic point of view, by her
colonial expansion.  As regards direct returns she has doubtless
lost 1 but taking indirect returns into consideration she has
unquestionably gained. Her gain lay in the joint stimulus and
outlet afforded by colonial expansion particular]y in the two
typical regions of America and India. England was drawn out
of herself, her latent energies were stirred and new fields were
opened for her capital investments, Once fairly launched, how-
ever, British cnterprise forgot the flag and roamed the world a
free lance. Her trade and capital called for protection from the
home government only where local Protection was not good, an

here is the explanation of all Britain’s recent expansion., In
those parts of her empire where Britain still controls the fiscal
system she holds her economic advantage only as she holds it 1n
the rest of the world, save Canada, by proving 2s N oty in
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ports afford valuable

a free fi '
1(?11 ; 1
I. At the same time her free
gain 18 the

markets -
world’s gta(;lltl{]l(]fs(;ebt of the world, so that Britain's
I ave a1 ) .

been u]l]x((‘]\e‘;-t'i?“l that Britain's modern colonial ¢
mvestment fmin .(?hle“y for the purpose of giving
the g, If‘ d trade, and in that sense only does tra
by ””‘1Cl'taki,nl(]ro“{’ the Unitg(l States will aid 1o this go
to the well e“T the task ()f.;,’l\'in;: a strong and stable government
the :“lvﬂ“[’lw(‘ “WC‘)] but frightfully mismanaged Spanish colonics,
great as lh(()::;lt(;_,]__”'llvlsh trade and capital will be pl':!(,‘li(‘.:l”_\' as
the burden hf‘ ritain herselt held them, while she will escape
simply 1(:(121(‘(T~ ROVCTIING and defending then. The situation
the world (]ﬁ ~lt?c'” to this: The United States becomes for
return for ti:-'::m;,’il”}t”r of the late Spanish colonies, and
m the “'01'](]'; (\Hl ‘l>v,““"r’l\'.(?\] gets a pnsi{ion of added importanee
and C‘”‘Pf)m{ ‘ ouncil and i her own eves.  The profit 1o private
that ”Jl[i()]‘ ¢ (f“t(fl'l)l‘IS(: in the new ficld will, however, g0 10
While the 1\1\,\;],]]]‘(:]3,(:“” best take advantige of the opemng.
sidering the rec e commercial world will have its share, yot, cone
to commerce (;(,';:UF growth of American indostry an the <timnlos
Bive, the im]'i(\.\ t]-l(‘h the mere sentiment of extended empire W
trade and a l‘ld~l()1ls are that 4he greater part of the West Indian
"\’“(’!'i(t;“,g‘\,]‘Sllgc 5}‘1_11‘0 of the l’llinpinc trade will fall to the
will h:_:lon;r’ t(\, ',';9.”‘,“ lion's share of the new capitalist il)\'ﬁ*ltnvnt
i the world N ’l’t"‘“‘h It may be marked that Britain’s interest
stple trader '\} )ecoming more that of the investor thau of the
Britain and 11 lence the close community of interest hetween
I.\nnlll('l"i; te .1 e United States, the rising cmmm*l‘('id! powet.
ikely (o ll) ‘('“’i‘““:‘w' fearure of the economic cituation is the effect
United \'l'(‘ lf“)'hut(:d on the internal cconomic policy of the
of the p‘r(-d-“:h' NO'K\\‘lths(:m(hng the strony pruh-('(iuuis! pdeas
thiet the Hent _:“]“”Histl':lti()ll aud pulili(‘,:\l majority, it oappears
: opposite policy is to be adpted with reference 10 the

new

[mgs(»g . . LIS ) . ! h

sstons, This strange inconsistency is the mote pemat L'
lum’in;:‘ p.ntly i
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selv tore )
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Of quite another character is the question as to the political

and social effects upon the Republic of the new
imperial policy.  In this respect the experiment
upon which the United States is entering will be
watched with the greatest interest by all students of politics
theoretical or practical.  That the Americans will ultimately
succeed, though not without blunders by the way, there i1s not
the slightest doabt, A country which has tried so many social
and political experiments, and scored so many successes, in addi-
tion to surviving so many failures—ih, great majority of experi-
ments being failures—is not Hoing to make shipwreck of itself
aver a new attempt at adininistration outside its own borders.
Its national machinery, however, is fitteq for domestic not for
imperial service,  In the System of territorial administration ap-
plicd to the newer parts of it OWh country, it has buot the rudi-
ments of that new administrative system whicl, must be framed
for the dependencies,  in this vew fiell the Americans already
recognize that they must closely study British models ; though
they will find there no exact parallels to their own 1)’1*0blcms.
As regards the natives to he dealt with (he example of India will
be instractive 5 while in the case of the colonial Spanish clement
they have much the sange probleny as the Euglish h:ul‘ in French
Canada or themselves in Louisiang, In su;l)lin" these situa-
tions they will t'nn_i as much to aveid ag to imitate, | 'l‘l);;t an im-
portant section of the American people is prepn‘r.ml with a due
sense ”f}"'-“'l“",‘“,”’?“‘}'y to attack these problems in 4;11,1 honest and
painstaking spiit l\";\ll(?:lﬁtly evident, Whether the administra-
:;UH ”fu‘lllm\\“i(ltl“i 1‘*';:“""1\‘ lIS ;‘nlrusted to competent hands or not,

e restilts witl be subjected to ap jy, Alierenr . conreling criti-
cism which is bound to have its effw‘,ltdillllkl(i:]ct ]‘:)Itlld' Sr:;:\mh{'\‘r:, (;,l.lust
not, however, overlook the danger thay 4 (:crmirf‘linc.of criticism
Hhe ! ‘ al i Istration g anything but right
cous when judged from the standpoing of the domestic non-con-
formist conscience. It violates many sacred notions as to the
{”!"!,"‘t'“."tm‘l‘ll ”l‘*;'ll"'s ::f 'tl;“”’ lﬂlll IS & much more successful ad-
ministratio Al 1 ¢ end con 1 ; o e 3 PSS
self-consistent, than many illll:l’lllf:(“i)llll(].‘) f::;(::: (})]fn”;‘;:]i(l'i’\_lllf ‘.I:‘IC
having much more of the home jdeql in them byt not the home

results,
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that noblest product of humanity, the American amalgam, but
i the language of the pious Bishop Heber, they are going

“ Where every prospect pleases,
And only man is vile.”

In fact, the unwisdom of sending as governors ignorant but well
'Nentioned philanthropists could only be exceeded by sending
mercenary and conscienceless political bosses. But the drawing
of the American national life out of its self-centred absorption
hay greatly stimulate self-discipline. It was England’s CQlO““‘l
eXperience in its reflex action which did more than anything to
ratse British political life from the stagnant corruption of the
eighteenth century to its present condition. So we may hope
that the new factor introduced into American poltics may serve
Lo rouse the nation to a higher sense of responsibilit_y.;u_)(l give
4N Increased range to that wise and independent criticism 0
their own political and social life to which an increasing number
of the better element have lately given expression.

Notwi[]xstallding the high position which Canada is su{ppots_z(;
Canada and ey, O hold in the British Empire it 15 Worthy((j T:iil'm

Capital, that, with the exception of the two great ",“",‘é l)r‘)l‘-

. railroads and the national, provmcml m}d CI}II L or
OWIngs, but little interest is taken in the Canadian fick

Jvestinent by the English financial papers. The chief of them,

’ S . . . R ” sals (
\f“'. Economist, which treats so fully of Anstralian, New Je l““l‘(ll\’/
JUrican, Indian and South American affairs, and has its WEERIY

“tter fiom the United States and the leading countrics of
“rope, rarely refers to anything Canadian, and then usually m
a sharply critical vein, As a matter of fact Canada has not hclen
the Rtave of more private British capital than several of Ufl’
()thgr Important colonies. But while the others have balance:

their failures by a number of brilliant successes Canm.la has bet:‘fl
the scene of several monumental failures and no Stl'iklll;.f'S'}CC‘”j"f'.
Fhe G.T R, alone, with over one hundred and fifteen l]‘ll”l()ll? (.)\
de“(l,l”ss to the British investor, has long been a colossal Spq(“.“(;
wVarning off all but the most a(lv’entumus. Many othcr.Pf‘"!]llsfn,}‘
thterprises in the same line, including the Tupper ship rlm ;:If:\)(;
M mimes, lands, factories, etc., might be given which BEX

. g > flare This
resulted in the flattest and most unromantic failures. e
expgn(‘ncc cone

being so comnnon, many Canalians have tter-
tegard the loss of Biitish money in the country in a very In“,l, nd
of-fact way accompanied by the soothing reflection that }"”;‘ ,l“ ,
15 such a rich country that it will never feel it 1‘,n’;§lunc lw;]z)
Indecd survive, but Canada in the end suffers mUC]‘_- 1 hose how
have Rone to England to float Canadian enterprises kflo“-,' nce
well the skilled British investor has laid the C"‘”‘fman.cxpeltgin ht
10 heart.  But while the regular money market 1s hard to I
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with Canadian ventores there is g miscellineoys and ill-informed
mvesting public in Britain which, lll)l\vithstun-ling the experience

and iformation at theip disposad, s remarkably gulhble, as the
Balfour, Barnato and Hooley careersg amply testify, A favourite
system of commereial fuance with Barnato ayg Hooley and their
ir'nil.unn may be gy (LR VACH BN f.))],,_v;; A central (;Q‘np‘ln’\' 15
first organized witi, varted andd ilh'nﬁni[c Powers, some of which it
may attempt to work one, I chinf function is to float a
series of secondary companies to ke over and work up particu-
lar sections of its awn held, A Constlerable portion of the shares
of cach dependent COMPADY I8 retaine| by the promaoting com-
Pabyas s share of ghe Profits, and the remainder is offered for
sabscription to fupps), the capity) for the enterprise. But the
chief bait for thye twary s thae, iy offering shaes for subscrip
tion, the %l).tl‘("hnhh'l‘i of the MZanizing Company are given a
preference, which nsually Produces (he desired impression that
the prospects of the e mm)p;my are so rood that 1ns promoters
desite 1o 1etam A8 muceh e Possible of its stock.,  The privileged
shaveholders take stock hberilly, pot to hold of course, but to
sell at the cnlinee Price prodyee| by their catefolly planned
ANXIety Lo secnre the shures, Now we SOy 1o ohserve that
several o “U""-”i."'h‘ of this Dature hipve been organized to operate
m Canahian g regong, gy s nlmnvuble. too, that the front

pages of they PrOspectynes are decorated with names, the com-
mercal valye of wiy, h,as b

. At the pifieg Mr. Hooley thoronghly
sppreciated. The skifyl Wanipnlatio, of My, Ogilvie in ~onnec-
o with anaothe; Company gy, further instance t?f the ability and
cuterpise which po o the making of ; mudc-r.n prospectus, and
which ate oo fiequently founy howhere olg, in the ;,,,(1;-,f;;‘knm-
The extent of My Omilvie's in«iiscru(inn in this '»a('ti;'lll;tl' instance
liss yvet to be ey e, There g h”lt" lmwct\'m'. i’n the recent

tesuttection of Brigel titerest iy (f;m.lr“au invw:.tnwnt\‘ to justify
o l‘p“ﬁ(‘uuul.\“ll.ﬂh’ll.\ that we have

‘ T at last lved down the past
teputation of the CUREY e that ghe British ¢a italist is about
to give us s welldfounde. g confidence. st

As the above ROt to pregy there COmes to hand rthe last
number of Tise [ onom g With the fi 4 of 4 Series of articles on
the mines of Byin.y Columbiy ity Q[)(,';Ti;tl ’:‘ninin'g commis-
sioner, \We shall refi ML to e intcn:sling ilnpr«-winlﬁ made
upon thi< indepcndent eXpert soffice it to say that hl\. first letter
qute confitms the "IPTeSson priven. British (‘,oilnnhia, he
hinds, has el nineral wealth, [y the English  foated
British Columbian COmpanies 1o date are g po(;r q‘c}{-\m‘ic)n."

S.
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