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DIVINITY.

THE GAIN OF DYING.

——

¢ Dealh must be amazing gain.”’—SocRATES,
« TV die is gain.”’—St. Pavt.

Tuat the Apostle St. Paul was not only favour-
ed with the plenary inspiration of the Holy Ghost,
in common with the other writers of the New
Testament, but that he wa¢ a man possessing the
highest order of intellect,—of a strong and highly
cultivated mind, and was well versed in the Gie-
cian, Roman, and Hebrew literature of his day,—
is abundantly evident from his education 2nd
writin € was a native of Tarsus, the metro-
polis of Cilicia, and was by birth a Jewish Roman
citizen. At Tarsuz, at that time celebrated for
polite learmng, and ¢ one of the most illustrious
seats of the Muses,”” he was early educated in
Greek literatare ; and when he was removed to
Jerusalem, he prosecuted the study of the law and
the Jewish traditions, under Gamaliel, a celebra-
ted teacher of that day ; in which he himself says
that his proficieacy was above many of his equals,
being more exceedingly zealous of the tiaditiony
of his fathers, The proof of this we have in the
admirable skill and judgment with which he cites,
explains, and appiies many passages of the Old
Testament in his apologies and Epistles.

That St. Paul has quotcd from among the Greek
poets, Aratus, Epimeniies, and Menander, is uni-
vemaily acknowledgzed. Some have, indeed,
thought that the Apostle has at least referred to
othet of the Greek writets, as Aschylus, Sopho-
cles, aed especially Luripides. e passage,
however, from the Apology of Socrates, which
stands at the head of this paper, as it has been
Treserved by Plato, appears to have escaped the
notice of thase who have written on the literature
of the Apostie ; and which secms as prodably to
have met the eyc and been in the recollection of
St. Paul, as any of thosc referred to from the
Greek poets which have been mentioned, It is
not, howevcr, the design of the writer of thisatti-
cle to attempt 1o prove either that the Apostle
(Pbil. i. 21) has quoted from, or has any allusion
to, the passage from Socrates; but just to notice
the coincidence of sentimeut and language, 2nd
especially to compare the gains of dying, as cal-
culated and described by that greatest of all hea-
then philonorhers, and by the illustrious Apostle
of the Gentiles, and all Christisn believers.

Plato represcnts his master Socrates as thus ad-
dressing his Judges, and the assembled court, at
Athens, hefore whom he had been cited on a
charge of impiety, and of corrupting the Athenian
youth, after sentenne of death had heen pronoun-
ced upon him:—¢ Let us also consider this, that
there is great hope that the thing (dcath) itselfis
good. Une of thése two things must be true:
either death is a privation of thought, or it ix the
soul’s ge {rom one place to another. If it he
a privation of thought, and as it were a peaceable
sleep, undisturhed by dreams, then ‘
Nnk: an eie 6 thdnatos, ¢ death must be amazing

in.’ Now ifdcath docsin any measure resem-

le such & night, I have justly given it the ap-
pellation of great gainj; since its whole time is
only a leng-continued night. If death be a
from this place to another, and the regions
below are a place of Tendezvous for those who
Jive here; pray, my Judges, what greater good
can a3 wan imagine 1—At what rate would not
you purchase a conference with Muszus, He-

sied, aud Homer?  For my pait, if such athing
were practicable, 1 would die a thousand times,

MONTREAL, THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 1841,
o e e e

to enjoy so great a pleasure. What trausports
of joy shall 1 encounter, when [ ineet Palamedes,
Ajax the Telamonian, and all the heroes of auti-
quity ! But the infinitely greatest ani most va-
luab{e plegsute will consist in spending the time
in putting questions and interrogatorics to those

eat men.  Who would not give all he has in
this world for a conference with him who led the
numerous army against Troy, or Ulysses, or Sisy-
phus, and a hundred thousand other men and wo-
men, wlose conversation and discoveries would
afford an ineapressible felicity ? But now it is
time we should all retire to ourrespective offices 3
you to live, and { to die. But whether you or 1
are going upon the better expedition, it is kuown
to none but God alone.?

Such was the heaven of Socrates! Such were
the views of death, and of the gains of dying,
with which this celebrated philosopher endea-
voured to cheer the minds of his surrounding dis-
ciples and friends, and animate them to virtue
and comage, and with which he fortified his own
mind in prospect of his approaching final hour.
Plato tells us, that having conversed cheerfully
with his friends, and having prayed to the gods
10 biess the voyage he was about to undertake,
and render it happy, he drank off the poisoned
draught with admirable tranquillity, and, cover-
ing himself with his mantle, depatted.

These views of death, and of a future and in-
visible world—gloomy, uncertain, and inconsist-
ent as they are—were the best and most cheering
that the Gentile philosophy and theolozy of the
brightest period of hcathenismn could afford.
Death, therefore, to the philosophers of that age,
andeven to Socrates, the greatest of them, though
he speaks of the gain of dying, was, after all—
whether, according to their notions, a dreamless
night of non-existence, or the entrance into an un-
‘l’mo‘:v,n world-—a featful ¢ leap or plunge in the

ark.?

This mystery of a futute world, which hewil-
dered the philosophers of Greece and Rome, s
now made manifest by the appearing of our Sa-
viour Jesus Christ, who hath abelished death, and
hath brought life and immontality to light through
the Gozpel:"? and therefore, St. Paul, at that time
a prisoner in bonds at Rome, and, like Socrates,
having in prospect a violent death by martyrdom,
could say, ¢ According to my carnest expectation
and my hope, that in nothing Ishall be ashamed,
but that with ail boldness, as always, so now al-
so Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether
it be by life or by death. For me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain: having a dcsire to da-
part, and to be with Christ; which is far better.”
4 For we know that if our carthly house of this
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.,” ¢ 1am now rcady to be offered, and
the time of my departurc it at hand. I have
fouzht a good fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith : henceforth there islaid u
for me a crown of rizhteousness, which the Lor
the righteous Judge shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing.”

If, thetefore, Socrates, unjustly condemned to
death, was regarded as an example of vittne,
forbearance, and courage, by his disciples and the
Athenians, while calmly contemplating the event
that awaited him, and his state beyond the grave ;
how much mote worthy of our admiration and
imitation is the example of the holy and intrepid
Apostle, who could say, 4 The Holy Ghost wit-
nemeth in every city, saying that bonds and affic-
tions abide me. Bat none of these things move me,
neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that

L

[Nzw Sxrize, No. 6.]

1 mighr finish my course with joy, and the minis-
try which 1 have received of the Lord Jesus, to
testify the Gospel of the grace of God: for I am
ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Je-
wisalem, for the name of the Lord Jesus i

But not only the holy and inspired Apostle, but
the fecblest and meanest Leliever in Christy may
contemplate death, and look towards eternity,
with a more tranquil mind, and with a more cou-
rageous heait, than the greatest hero or philoso-
pher of pagan antiquity ; for itis his to say, with
a confidence which Christianity only caninspire,
4 O death, where is thy sting? O ‘grave, where
is thy vactory? I know whom I have believed,
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which 1 have committed unto him against that
day.”?” Would Socrates be willing, if it were pos-
sible, to die a thousand times to purchase a con-
ference with Museus, Hesiod, Homer, &c.? The
Christian knows he has to die but once, to ¢¢sit
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacobd, in the
kingdom of God ;> and 10 hold eternal and delight-
ful converse with the wise and of all ages
and m:_ions. Would it u:il{). sl:cmra with tras-
ports of joy to meet wi cdes, Ajax, and
all the ojtbet heroes of antiquity * The hn’aiu
goes to join the noble army of martyrs and wor- .
thies, who look joyfully the spoiling of their
goods, and counted not their lives dear unto them-
sclves; and ¢ who through faith subdued king-
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained p
stogped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence
of fire, escapedthe edge of the sword, out of weak-
ness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight,
turned to flight the armies of the aliens.”? He
goes 1o join ¢ the general assemhly and church
of the first-born, the spirits of just men made per-
fect, and an innumerable company of angels and
archengels, chcrubim and scraphim, thrones and
dominioys, principalities and powers.” Would
Socrates give 21l that he had in this world for a
conference with him who led the numerous arm
against Troy ? The Christian goes throagh dnl{
to see the grest Captain of salvation, the mighty
Con:;‘netor of sin, and death, and hell, who has
“led caplivity captive,” and who, “baving
sroiled principalities and powers, made a show of
them openly, tiiumphing over them.” And
though, even under the bright dispensation of the
Gcsrel, the knowledge of & future state is neces-
sarily imperfect ; and therefore 4 it doth not yet
appear what we shall be; yet, we know that,
when Christ shall appear, we shall be like him,
for we shall fee him as he is.”? Did Socrates be-
lieve that the infinitely greatest and most valua-
hle pleasure of immortality would consist in put-
ting questions to his great heroes and philossphers
The Christian is taught that his immortal exist-
ence will be more nably and delightfully empley-
ed ; that he, with the tiumphant charch
heavenly hosts, shell “serve God day and night
in his temple ;7 that there is mavex Lot him in
heaven ¢ an inheritence, incorruptible, and ua-
defiled, and that fadeth not away ;” and that bis
beatified spirit shall be capacitated to suitain ®3
fac more exceeding and eternal weight of gloty.”

But who can calcnlate or adequately describe
the eternal gain of < dying in the Lord I We
way say that it implies an entire and everlasting
exemption from all the evils of this life, and from .
all the miseries of the world to come; and the
endless possesiion and enjoyment of the honour
and happiness of heaven ; but mortality must be
swallowed u3 of life, and the kingdom
for the saints must be eternally inherited
cre it can be known what % God hath
for them that love him.” To all,
die the death of the tighteons, desth isi




102

THE WESLEYAN.

unspeakable gain ; and not enly to a poor and suf-
fering Lazarus, who goes from a state of deepest
affliction and poverty to the bliss of Abraham’s
bosom—but also to the mightiest monarch on
oarth, who is prepared for it, and who is called
to resign his sceptre, crown, and empire, and the
splendour of his court and palace, for the honour
and happiness of the heavenly world. For the
gain of that individual who should be raised from
the lowest state of worldly degradation and mise-
1y, to the highest state of eart?)ly dignity and ho-
nour, bears no proportion to that which shall be
realized even by a ¢ Solomon in all his glory,”
as an inheritor of eternal life. As such, then, is
the gain of dying to"the Chiistian, and the glory
which shall be revealed in the saints beyong the
grave,—

*¢ Let sickness blast, let death devour,
- If heaven must recompense cur pains ;
Perish the grass, and fade the flower,
If firm the word of God rcinains.”

For all these discoveries' of the cert:inty and
blessedness of a future state, we are indebted to
divine revelation, and especially to the Gospel of
Christ. - Reason may suggest many arguments in
behalf of immortality, and produce a kind of mo-
ral certainty in the minds of men who already
believe it as a doctrine of true religion ; but it is
Revelation only which gives the full assurance
of it, and which gives us any sure information
concerning man’s existence and condition as an
inhabitant of a future and spiritual world.

But those inspired and infallible Scriptures that
Meclare, ¢ Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth;” and which confirm the
sentiment of the Apostle, that for the Christian
« to live is Christ,and to die gain ;* alike declare
tha infinite loss the sinner will sustain when death
shall close his earthly carcer.’ He will lose ail
the advantages and gracious opportunities afford-
ed by time and a state of probation ; ¢ for there
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis-
dom, in the grave ;> and though he should have
gained the world, he will lose his soul ; and, then,
¢¢ what is a man profited if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul 9> To that
¢ most sure word of prophecy we do well that we
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place.”

 Most wondrous book ! bright candle of the Lord !
Star of eternity ! the only Star
By which the bark of man could navigate
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss
decurely ! only Star which rose on time.”

And let those who are called to rcjoice in the su-
perior light and privileges of the dos el dispensa-
tion, remember that it is bzcause Christ, by dy-
ing, has conquered death, that the weakest be-
liever may triumph over the last enemy, in a way
which neither Socrates, nor any other of the great
philosophers amony the Gentiles, could do.  To
Christ, as dying for our sins, ¢ that through death
he might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil, and deliver them who through
fear of death were all their lifetime sulject to
bondage,”—to Christ, ¢ who was delivered for
our offences, and was raised azain for our justifi-
cation,” and who is himself the ¢ resurrection and
the life,””—we owe all onr immostal hopes.—
¢ Death is swallowed vp in victory.” ¢ We have
holdaess to enter into the holiest by the blcod of
Jesus;”? and shall finally wear the crowa of eter-
nal life as the purchase of his blood. ¢ Worthy
is the Lamb tht was 3lain, to reccive power, and
riches, and wi’s(’;om, and strength, and honour,and
glory, and biessing.  Amen!” L

ELEVEN COMELY THINGS.

Tnese things are comely and ploasant, and
worthy of honour from the beholder:—

A voungz saint,—an old martyr,—a religious
oldieT,—a conscientious statesman,—na great man
eourteour,—a learned man, humble,—a child that
wnderstands the «ye of ifs parent,—a cheerful
ccmpanion, without vanity,—2 friend not changzed
with honony—a sick man happy,—2a soul do-
parting wi . cowmfort and assurance.~—Bishop
Hall.

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.

Exopus xi. 2.

¢« Speak now in the carsof the people, andlet every
man borrow of his neighbour, and every woman
of IZer neighbour, jewels of siver, and jewels of
go .”

Numeerress are the methods resorted to by
the friends of revelation, to justify the divire pro-
cedure in this matter, and to protect from the fangs
of infidels, who loudly boast, that if they were to
believe the Bible, God is the friend of fraud, de-
ceit, and injustice. But such blasphemous char-
ges spring from ignorance of the scriptures; for
this circumstance is not obscurely hinted at in
only one passage, in which an error of expression
might have crept in; but the fact is recorded ina
manner which plainly shows, that the scriptures,
or the Spirit which indited them, do not blush at
what they narrate. 1. It was foretold to Abra-
ham, Gen. xv. 14. 2. Before Moses appears to
Pharaoh,it forms part of the divine promise to him,
Exod. iii.21,22. 3. It is mentioned in the chap-
ter we are now considering, by a particular divine
edict. 4. The execulion of it is recorded, Exod.
xii. 35, as done by the direction of Moses; And
5. It is afterwards spoken of in different places,
as a demonstration of the power of God ; see Psalm
cv. 37. We are, therefore, confident to assert,
that it is not only a transactien worthy of God,
but one in which his giory is manifested. Dr.
Hawker, whose ¢ Poor Man’s Commentary”” we
highly respect, thus expresses what wa believe to
be the generally received view of the subject :—
« By borrowing, we may understand, without
straining the expression, «accepling these presents
to which their long servitude had justly entitled
them.” This is well meant, but by no means sa-
tisfactory.

It will readily be observed, that the articles
which they are said to have borrowed are ¢ jew-
els of gold and silver;” and in one place it is ad-
ded, “raiment.” Now we know, that jewels are
neither gold, silver, nor reiment, but that the ex-
pression ¢¢ jewels of gold,”” &c. implies, not only
that which is most precious, but sacred ; hence
God’s elect, the purchase of the blood of Chuist,
are called his jewels : ¢« And they shall be mine,

'saith the Lord, in that day when I make up mv

Jewers.” Mal. iii, 17. As in those days, gold
and silver were no medium of commerce, they
were chiefly cmployed in decorating their fera-
phim, household gods, idols, and their vessels em-
Qloyed in domestic as well as public worship.
Vhat belonged to public worship appeared in
their temples ; but a man’s private wealth appear-
ed in his household gods, and their investiture,
which was chiefly under the charge of their wo-
men, The history of Micah, recorded Judges
xvii. will tend to illustrate this: ¢ Miceh said to
his mother, the 1100 silvers that were taken from
thee, about which thou anathematized, behold, the
stlver is with me. And his mother said, Blessed
be thou of the Lord, my son. And when he had
restored the 1100 silvers to his mother, she said,
f had wholly dedicated the silver to the Lord,
from my hand, for my son, for a graven image,”
&c. Now, jewels of silver were dedicated pieces
of silver, whether in vessels and cups for sacred
use, or in images. 1f traces of this idolatry ap-
peared occasionally in the church of God in the
patiiarchal age, Gen. xxxv. 4, and still more in
the after periods of her history, we may safely
say it was but trifling, compared with what was
the case in Egypt and other idolatrous nations.
The vestige, at least, of this is to be observed in
the anticlnétian kingdom : the ornamenting of
her churches, the immense riches of her sacred
vessels—hershrines, crucifixes, &ec. ; and we may
add, the raiment of her priests, sprung from the
sam¢ root; nay, even the immense wealth de-
voted to religious private worship in the church
of Rome, may furnish us with no bad idea of the
¢ jewels of goid’> which the Israelitish women
borrowed of the Egyptians. It isrelated in the
history of Portugal, that in the cabinet of an old
lady who died in Lisbonin 1574, there was found
an image of our Saviour on the cross, the diamonds
in which were estimated at .£173,000 sterling.
We cannot suppes2 it necessary to illustratz our
subject, that we should travel throngh the straps
of Egyptian mythology, to prove, that this com-
mandment of God to borrow the sacred substance
of Egypt was part of the divine plan of judsment

against her gods; that the word ¢ spoil”” in the
text is sacred spoil ; and that the Egyptian gods
were robbed, afterwards to decorate the sanctuary
of the God of Israel ; and that all this was a sign
and figure of the manner in which ¢ the glory
and honour of the nations shall be brought into
the new Jerusalem,” Rev. xxi. 24. Itis worth
the reader’s notice, that he will in no instanca
find the words ¢ jewels of gold orsilver” used
inany other sense than dedicated ; thus, in Exod.
xxxv. 22: ¢ And the Israelites, both men and
women, as many as were willing hearted, and
brought bracelets, and car-rings, and rings, and
tablets, all jewels of gold : and every man that of-
fered gave an offering of gold fo the Lord.”—
Again, in N@mbers xxxi. 50, < We have thercfore
brought evety man an oblation for the Lord, jew-
els of gold, chains, bracelets, rinzs, ear-rings, and
tablets, to riake an alonement for their souls te
the Lord: And Moses took the gold of them, alt
laboured br formed sewevrs.”” From thesey and
many similar passages, it is cleat; that the word
Jjewel, whether applicd to gold or silver, is not
used in the sense we apply it, viz. a precious
stone ; but that these precious metals becamae
jewels, when dedicated to the service of the Lord,
or to be used in his worship.

In this transaction, then, Israel was directed to
ask (not ¢ borrow ;’? the translalors introduce this
word to soften what they did not understand) ths
vessels which were sacred to Egypt for their wor-
ship ; and what a wonderful miracle was it I—
¢ God gave them favour in the sightofthe Egyp-
tians, and they gave them freely such things as
they required.”>  We repeat, that this was a mi-
raci); more wonderful than any which precededit !
"That God should dispose the hearts of the Egyp-
tians to give to thoss very Israclites whom they
had so oppressed, and who were now professediy
going three days? journey into the wilderness, to
sacrifice to the Lord their God, the vessels sacred
to the worship of their gods; was a more sthgu-
lar judgment against these gods than he had yet
executed. Nor do we at all find ourselves care-
ful to answer profana scoffers, as to divine honesty
in spoiling the household gods of Egypt. Aste
the use in which these very idolatrous jewels were
applied in the Israelitish worship, we shall be
called to speak as we proceed ; as well as to the
great thing signified or prefigured by this, which
shall be fulfilled, just before the Lord’s hosts shall
be delivered from spiritual Egypt.

Although we have extended on this subject be-
yond what is customary with us; yet, as we be-
lieve the view now given of ¢ jewcls of gold®” has
not been hitherto attended to, we shall take no-
tice, in this place, of a fow other passages where
the expression occurs.

In L. Sam. vi. a transaction is recordc¢d, to which
we request our readers to attend particularly.
The ark of God had been seven months in the land
of the Philistines—which had, in consequence,
been afflicted with divine judgmenis. By advica
of the priests and diviners, they were not to send
back the atk empty, or spoiled, but to make ten
golden images, viz. five golden mice, and five
golden emereds, and return them in the ark;
¢ peradventure,” said they, ¢ he will lighten his
hand from off you, and from off your gods,” &e.
Now, in the 8th verse, these golden images of
mice and emerods are expressly called jewels of
gold. But perhaps the subject is nowhere placed
in a more undentable point of view than in such
passages as the following, when the propbets are
expressly speaking of the ornaments of the church
of God : ¢ Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of
my gold and silver, and madest to thyself images
of men, and committedst whoredom,”® &c. Ezek.
xvi. 17. 1n the 39th verse of the same chapter,
it is said, ¢ And I will also give thee inlo their
hand ; and they shall throw cown thine eminent
places, and shall break down thy high places; fhey
shall strip thee also of thy raiment, clothes, and

shall take thy fair jewels, and leave thee naked

and bare.”

We shall only det2in our readers further to ob-
serve, that there was sacred raiment in all idola-
trous worship, as well as sccred jewels : these we
shall consider more fully in the investiture of the
priesthood, and structure of the tabernacle.~—Mo-
RISON.

—ooe—

OxLy madmen and fools are pleased with them-
selves ; no wise man is good enough for his own
satistaction.— Whichcote.
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ECCLESIASTICAL IIISTORY.

REFORMATION.~LUTIIKR,
[coNTINUED.)

T'nx growing conviction that the Papacy was
Anlichrist, not only lightencd the burden of op-
position in Luther's conscicnce, but urged him to
the public disclosure of his discovery. In defis
ance of the old an whemas provounced agaiust alt
appeal from the Pope to a General Council, he
toldly made that apneal, and iu bis protestion this
otcasion, launched out into tie stiongest epithels
of scoru. L

Cologna, Louvain, and the Vatican had bu.mcd
bis hooks, and he nuw, unhesitatingly, retaliated
this mark of heresy. On public notice of burning
the Romish Decretals, and other foundations ot
its power at Wittemberg, a vast concourse ussem-
ldei to witness this soleraun and tinal act of ahju-
ration. Oa the 10th of December, 1519, the po-
pulation of the country and city, fotming thzm-
selves in regular divisions, marched to the spot
sslccted for the ceremony. A small funeral pile
was erected in the conire, and set on fire by ont
of tha chief memhers of the University, Luther
shen advanced, bearing Gratian’s Abridginent of
the Canon Law—whizh, with the Decretals, the
Clementines and Extravagantes, and Jast, the
Bull of Leo, he cast into the fames, exclaiming,
% Because y& have troubled the body of the Lord,
thercfore let eternal fire trouble you.” He then
moved to the city, with the multitede silently
marching after him. .

‘T'his ceremony, and all ceremonies, would be
trivial, but for its meaning. In this point of view
wothing could be more important. burning
of the law was the open proclamation of
endless resistance to the Poiedom. The bridge
was now cut down between Luther and reconci-
liation. The sword was drawn, and the scabbard
was flung away. . .

To prevent all doabt of his motives and purpo-
sts, Luther now published ¢ Reasons” for the
tarning of the books. ia this work, he summon-
« his featnad countcymen to examine for thom-
selves the Lody of Papal law, divestng their
minds of the old prejudices that had so long bum-
tled mankind before the Romish throne, and,
s:orning the mysteries in which the Popedom had
laboured to involve truth and Chliristianity, to
proceed with the manliness of freedom, and the
aategrity of the Gospal.  Declaring the doctrines
of lfe canon lsw ¢ abominable and poisonous,”?
he proceeded to give his Evidences in the shape
of ’Fhiny Atticles. His reprobation of this guilty
system of ?nuny and artifice, is bold, eloguent,
and learaed. Heis sometimes so strongly wrought
by his sente of its profligate arrogaace, that
he bursts iato exclamation :—

¢ Never have the Popes vanquished, by either
Scriptare or argument, any one who bas spoken
or written against them, Their alternative has
been Lo excommunicate, buin, and destroy, through
kiagl,"pxiac«, and the other slaves of the Pa-

“ell might a man of sense and vistue excluim
* agsinst the blasphemy of a code, which actually
ed & humaa beiag in possession of the ho:
of God. % The Pope,” says the canon law, s
God urox £AnTH, supcrior (o all belonging to hea~
ven and earth, whether spiritaal or temponl.
Al things belong to the Pope ; and to him no oue
shall dare to say, ¢ What thou P9
The gull of 1530 had failed; and its only te-
sult had been o increse the strength of the Ke-
feemativn. A still more decisive measare was re-
solved on ; and, in January, 1521, a Bull was is-
sued, executing the menace of the foimer, and de-
cating Luther excommunicated. The Reformer
deficd the measure, as he had scorned the threat ;
wnd, by his detiauce, rose inte additional rpl:pnlat
. That any man in the c~ntre of Popish
Eutope could have thur dared, and yet live, is
among the wonders of the time. Bat it is oaly o
the Etetnal Disposcr of mortal destinies to trace,
lhmg&e the ch;agca J,:\d c.:ancn h:f humaa ac‘;
lions, ovidence totacls the great apen
of his lrltl and wisdoa.P A few yoars czatlier,
Luther must have been crushed by the Popedom,
then in possessiun of undisturbed am through-
out Eutape ; but at that perio.: Luther was known
enly 2s an o'lncnm Monk, busied ahout controver-
sies in his cloister. A few years later, he would
bave feuad Charles the Fifth trampling down the
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Protestant princes; and inflamed by the double
impulse of controversial ambition, and military
trinmph, Luther would probably have perished in
the strugzle, fiom which his high spint disdained
to withliraw; and whether he petished in the
field, or on the scaffold, his death might have been
a blow, all but fatal, to the early feebleness of the
Reformation.

But at this poriod the Popedoin had begun to
f:cl, more practically than ever, the precarious-
ness of its situntion between the yival powets of
Frznce and Germuny.  Toextinguish Luther was
impossible, without' the active interposition of
Charles.  But all negociation with Geninany was
looked on with kecen jealousy by Francis, who
fecred the strength of Germany, hated its Kmpe-
ror, and was the sole protector of the Papal states
against the lmperial sword,  Chatles himself,
scarcely mote than twenty years old, naturally
shrank from involving Lis new dominions in the
fury of civil commotion ; and, thouzh a bigot and
a tyrant, by nature, he had still much to learn of
bothy before he declared himself the public anta-
gonist of Protestantism.

The exhausted experiment of confercnces was
azain tcsolved on. Pontanus, Chancellor to the
Elector, and Glosio, confessor to Charles, visited
Lutier, Lt e had long since formed his deter-
mination ; and the hope of ULringing back tuis il-
lustrious fugitive was soon found to be vain.

Lutlier was now to stand for the faith in the
presence of the most exalted tribunal of Europe ;
the first asscmbly of the German Princes held by
the Emperor. The most important object of this
renoswned council of sovereigns was the settiement
of the national religion; and Luther was sam-
moned to attend it in the city of Worms.

The Elector Frederic, who seems to have at all
{imes singularly tempercd his respect for author-
ity with-a regard for Luther’s safety, had pre-
viously informed him of the summons, through bis
[riend Spalatin, and asked whether he would ven-
ture to Lrave the influence of Rome ?  The reply
was heroic :—~

4¢ § shall 1.0t hesitate to go; for [ shall consi~
der the summona of the Emperor as proceeding
from the will of God,

4 If personal hurt be oftzred, a not unlikely
thing, I shall commend my cause to the God who
delivared the three clildren from the fiery fur-
nace. Should it not seem meet to God to preserve
me, of what moment is my life, compared with
the Jife and sufferings of Christ?

It is not for me to determine, whether the
danget 10 the Gospel be greater or less by my life
or deuth. The truth of tsod isa rock of offence,
pla;:ed for the rising and falling of many in Is-
Tael,

My chief duty is, to pray that Charles may
not stain his government, at the outset, with m
blood or his own, Letme rather die by the m&
of the Romanists, 1tst he and all connected with
him should be involved in sorrow, by a guilt
patticipation. You well remember what befell
the Empetor Sigismund: afler the murder of
Huss nothing succeeded with him. He died
without a son; and Ladislaus, his grandson, soon
followed him to the grave ; so that his name be-
came extinct in a single gencration. His wife
Batlﬁu was a disgrace (o the name of Queen.

«Bul if it be determined that 1 am to be deli-
vered, not only to the Pope, but to the Gentiles,
let the Lord’s will be done. [ have now told you
my mind fully. Yeur conjectures, as to me, are
correct in every thing, except in the chance of
my flight or recantation. Iam uawilling to fiy,
but much more unwilling to recant. May the
Lord Jcsus send me support ; for 1 can do nothin
without putling in hazard the plety and salvation
of many persens.”?

This admirable declaration, which combines, in
the highest degree, the fortitade of the man with
the humble resignation of the Christian, was fol-
lowed by a letter to the Elector, relstive to the
safe conduct which Frederic had insisted on
cuting for him, before bis atlendance on the Im-
petial summeous :—

% As to myself, I am moast ready to sppear at
the Impciial Dict of Worms, before equi't:ble,
leamed, and judgrs; provided ! ohtain a
sufficient secunity and safc-cenduct for both going
and returning. By God’s help, 1 shall make it
appear, te the coaviclisn of that t have aot
been actuated by willulness nar by selishuess,
but that whatever 1 kave taught, or written, has

8l bim b
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procecded from my eonscience, and from sn ate
dour for the salvation of the Catholic Churek,
and the catirpation of the most dangerous atuses
and superstitions.”

The Emperor, at Iast, on the 6th of March, is-
sucd this expected swnmons for Luther’s appzar-
ance, within twenty-one days, zuaranteeing his
¢ ‘ety on his ‘oumeJy ;A fuaranlce which was
runfoiced by the pledge of tie sovereigns through
whose ternitorics his road lay. Minor considera-
tions showed the importance to which the Monk
of Wittemberg had risen in the eyes of the proud-
st government of the world.  And to an altempe
of the Papal agents to draw down a censure on
him, by submitting his wosks to the magistrates,
the College of the Empire replicd, in the face of
an Impetial edict, that no such measure could Ls
tzken until the writer was present to make their
defence. v

Lutlier now commencel the most memorahle f
his journeys ; and if the mind of a man, full of
the grandeur of his immortal cause, could have
room for a feeling of human triumph, hie might
have felt singuler exultution. e hore the na-
tional heart along wifh him. The most unusual
matks of public homage were offered to the man
whom thousands and tens of thousauds revered
and blessed as the visible instrument of Heaven
in restoring them fto its knowledge ; whom the
multitude honoured for his leamning, purity, and
fortitude ; and in whom his fiercest enemies wese
forced to tespect the powers of mind that were ai-
ready shaking the throne of idolatry and Rome.

e Senate of Wittemberg provided him with
a conveyance. Along his road be rcceived the
highut marks of public 2itention. At Erfurt the
whole population cume out to meet him; and
there he preached on & imiﬁuﬁoa,” and e Sthe
corruptions of the gﬁie 9  Instead of shrink-
ingas he approached the place of trial, his deter-
mination became even more fixed. In his letter
from Frankfort to Spalatin, he says :—

¢ 1 have been indisposed ever since I left lsse-
nach, and I am not yet recovered. The mandate
of Charles was issued, I understand, to gffright
me ; hut Christ is alive, and 1 shall enut‘%nu
in spite of the gates of hell, and the powers of
the aic. lamresolved tomeet Satan, and to strike
him with terror.”

His friends did not share hisintrepidity. They
were aware of the old faithlessness o{ Pope,

o
and dreaded to see him offered up a3 its vietio,
But their letters produced no t results than

the famous exclaration, « To Worms 1 will go,
if tbcre’:vete as pany devils there 33 tiles on

On the 16th of April Luther entered this city
of his death or uinmrph. His entrance was for-
mal. Atlired in his friar's cowl, and seated in an
open chariot, with the impesial herald on horse-
back leading the way, he was escorted by a pro-
cession of Saxon nobles and the peo; A mul~
titude received him at the door of his residence ;
and the chief strangers of rank in the city im~
mediately waited on him, from motives of rea-
Ecl ot cariosity, to see ane who had 30 suddenly

come the most remarkable man of bis time.

On the next day he was summoncd 1o attend
the Diet. The crowd was new se great, that the
streets were tendered ‘m«nﬁe; and the only
access tc the hall of the Diet was through gardeve
and privats houses ; and every reof from which
a view could be obtaincd, was covered with spec-
tators. Tle German apathy was completely

e and Luther was the bqn,tbeuluum‘ 5
ot

ar of all.
At the Diet two umicmwenpnm
the Official J the mm\n‘; of .t
¢ Whetber he avowed himeelf the auther of
the bLooks bearing his name 1 and & \Whether
he :g’ dispossd to retract, or persist in their con--
ten

To the fotmer, Luther at once answered in ¢
afirmative. To the latter, he demanded, m 3y
presamed by the advice of his counsel, that time
should be given for his teply. The meeting was
then adjourned ; several of the hearers cryi
out to him, nor 0 be afraid of these whe

L)

& lgll :uly the W‘Vu’”m
n his coteting the next the T0ib,
was again qnmsoacd by m%’&m a8 0 bis
avowal of t9¢ opinions contained in bis velames.
Luther, now calied upon lo give a reason of the.
faith that was in him, gove it with the baldaem

of the grest Apostle, in his redemption
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from datkness, in his peiils, in his labours, and in
his lofty and holy cnetgy of sonl, he so strongly
yesembled. Like Paul, he stood before kin? and
high priests, before tyrants and biguts ; and, like
Lim~and sustaincd by the hand that had sustain-
ed him, he put tyranny and bigotry to shame,

Ris answer first adverted to thoe nature of his
doctrines, which he showed to be sober deduc-
tions from the rlain principles of ’Jhriuianit{.
On the formidable topic of the Papacy, he boidly
declared that he. shiould be guilty of the deepest
baseness in disavowing declurations so fully found-
ed on the words of Scripture, and the nolorious
coriuptions of the Romish Church; requiring
that, if guilty, his guilt should be proved, or hix
innocence admifted. I the words of our Lord:
4 1€ 1 have spokn evil, bear witness of the evil ;
hut if well, why sinitest thon me

The Otficial, who bore the ominous name of
Eckius, impatiently declared that Luther had not
answered his question; and again demanded whe-
ther he was ready to recant?

« [ have only tosay,’”” was the firm answer,
& {hat unless 1 shall be convinced by Scriptute,
¢for T can put no faith in Popes and Councils, as
it is evident that they have frequently etred, and
even contradicted cach other)—unless my con-
science shall be convinced by the word of God, 1
neither will nor can recant, since it is unworthy
of an honest man to act contrary to his own cen-
viction. Herelstand; it is imjwuible for me to
act otherwise : so help me God.”?

This boldness offended the anng Emperor;
and, even on the next day, Charles evinced his
impatience by istuing au excommunication against
the Monk who had thus dared te brave the might-
lest potentate of Futope in his own Council. But
the rescript had been too rashly launched, tostrike
8 maa raised to be %0 h'iﬁ‘: an ‘object of public ho-
nout and admitution. e Princes of the empite
falt no desire to give effect to a document promul-
gated without their consént. The multitude con-
tinued to increase round the residence of Luther,
aad persons of the first rank had no hesitation in
vhi'!:‘ him, in defiance of the excommunication.

In order to lesmsen the tmlmln- odium of this act
of unqualified tyranny, the excommunication was
now nded for three days, duting which the
Archmp of Trevesattempted to subdue him by
persuasicn.  The aitempt failed, like all the rest:
and his final answer was :—

¢ will not recant, unless I am convinced b
Scripture, and by Scriptare alone. If this
be of men, as said Gamaliel, it will come to
nought ; but, if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow
it ”

t.
! The Archbishop abandoned the controversy, the
safe-conduct for twenty-one days was {wen‘ and
Luther, accompanied by the kmperial Berald, set
out for Wittemberg.
(T be concluded in our next.)
W
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, JAN. 21, 1841,

Wt have been favoured with a copy of the Lon-
don Sun of November 28, containing a large map
of China, by the Queen’s Geographer, with an
‘Bistorical and geographical account of that vast
empire, and a brief history of the events which
have osiginated the war in which Britain has en-
geged with that distant country.  Asthese events
have arrested general attention, and the nations
of Furope and America especially, are anxiously
waiting to learn the final result of the British ex-
prdition China ; we have transferred to our
columns the article headed ¢« China—Origin of
the War;™ and intend, in our next aumber, to
give as large an account of its history a0d geo~
graphy s our limits wili allow.

We beg to call attention to the interesting lot-
tet from Rev. M. Ricucy, inserted in this number.
The sitachment of out Indian members (o the Bri-
tish Confarence, and the extrasedinary liberality of
out frionds in Teromte, ia suppect of the Missions

among the ahaiigines, is truly cheering=—the col-
lections at the anniversary amounting to a Ti1ou.
SAND DOLLARS,

What pity that the Editor of the Guardian,
in his last number, could not conceal his mor-
tification at this (to us) gratifying circumstance !
He stales as one ¢ peculiarity® of the meeting,
that he ¢ had not heard of a person connecled with
the Govcrnment being present®! Perhups not.
But we have the pleasure to inform him and our
friends, that the ¢ Government Grant, to assist in
cartying on our noble Missions among the Abori-
gines and Destitute Settlers, hus since been re-
ceived by Rev. J. Stinson,

 Mn. E. Evans’s Lerten 1N tRE WESLEYAN.
—We must acknowleidge it is written with a stu-
died caution, and in nothing that we have seen of
his, does the tact of the writer, once the Editor of
the Guardian, more obviously appear. We ac-
knowledge too that THE 3iEAD AND LIMMES OF THE
CLOVEN-FOOTED BRAST ARK WELL HiDy BUT THE
COVERING WHICH HIDKES THE PRODIGY, 15 S0 CLOSE,
WE RASILY DISCKNN THE s$1APS oF 1T —Edilor
of Christian Guardian, Jun. 6,

The writer of the above sublime passage is in-
formed, that the weakness, insolence, and uncha-
titableness by which it is characterised, ate the
reasons why we resolved neither to read nor no-
tice another line of the two extended editorials,
to which it is intended to he the exordium ; and
we doubt not that our respected brethren, Rev.
Messrs. Evaxs and Szinson, will also treat the
whole with the sileat contempt which it deserves.

*.* Oun subscribers are again rexpectfully re-
minded, that with the present number ends the
first half year, to those who have taken the IWes-
leyan from the commencement. Those whe have
not paid their first half-yeasly subscription, are
remmtly tequested to do so without further de-
lay. The names of new subsciibers for the next
half-year, or from the commencement of the new
series, will also be thankfully received.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Lmes from T. B. have becn received.
Also, communications from Rev. B. Suiany, o
# Trustee of the Guelph Chapel,’—J. G. M.—
A J.W.—=J.N—and E. B,

Tus dispatchin which Commodore Narten an-
nounced to Admiral Storronp the taking of Sidon,
(Saida,) was written upon a small scrap of paper,
in the following words : —¢ Dear Sir, L have taken
Sidon and 2,000 piisoners; Fam very tired anc
very bungry.——Yours, C. Nariza.”?

LITERARY NOTICE.

Struons DELIVERED oX Vantous Occasions, By

Martuew Ricugy, AM. Author cif

Rev. William Black. Toronto: Published b

John Ryerson, at the Conference Office, No. 9,

Wellington Buildings. 1640,

Tue author of these eloquent and evangelical
Discourses is well known, and bighly esteemed
as a writer and preacher, throughout the British
North American Colonics, and especially in No-
va Scotisa, New Brunswick, and Canads. The
Sermons are Wwelve innumber: the following are
the snbjectsen which they treat :—The Necessity
and Efficiency of the Gospel—On the iscath of
Adam Charke, LLD. F.S.A., &c.—~Life and Im-
mottality brought to Light—The Witness of the
Spirit—The House of Mouming— Celestial €iti-
zenship—The Ascension of Christ—The Reward
of the Redeomer’s Suflatingt—The Blesednen

Life of

of Giving==Christ glorified in his People—~The
Name Jesus—The Exalted Objects of the Chris-
tian Ministry.

Although but twelve in number, these Sermons
will be found to embrace a beautiful and useful
vatiety, and to comprehend the leading dectrines
of the Cbrislian system ; and will amply repay a
serious and careful perusal. They were publish-
ed at the unanimous request of the Canada Me-
thodist Conference, and have been highly spoken
of in the Christion Guardian, and by ther pro-
vincial journals. We give the following extract
from the Scrmon on ¢ ‘The Name Sesus,” as s
specimen of the faithful and evangelical character,
and beautiful style of Mr. Ricuxy’s ministry :—

¢ The illusion which 1 am wishful to emplo
the aid_of this subject to dissipate, is the fata],
and, it is to be feared, very prevalent one, of ehe-
tishing a hope of heaven withowt making it the
great business of life to ¢ follew holiness, withoyt
which no man shall see the Lord.’ enot igno-
tant, my breturen, of this seductive device, this
wile of the devil. ' Encircled as you are with the
light of the Gospel, if it is hid to yow ; ifits glory
does not penetrale your minds; f its power docs
not change your hearls, you are lest; and, conti-
nuing to meglect so great salvation, yourfinal ruin
cometh as desolation, and your irremediable des-
truction as & whirlwiad.. Be it written thep upon
your hearts, as with the point of a diamend, He
shotl save his peolpk Jrom their sins.  This is the
true, the only salvation. It is,indeed, a cheeting
fact, that ¢ God, having raised up his Son Jesus,
hath sent him to bless us ;* but hew does he dis-
play bis beneficent ryer 1 How Coes he accom-
plish the object of his mission? In what does
that blessing consist 7 In turming away every one
of us from our imquilies, Unless you abandon
your sins ; unless yout hearts ate sprinkied from
an evil conscience ; unless you are born of God,
and by patient continuance in well doing, seek
for ‘lor{, hooour, and immortality, not a man of
you will enjoy eternal life. Vengeance wnmixed

ivine, eteinal, will be the inevitable pertion o
all them that obey not the Gospel; ¢ who shall he
punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lotd, and from the glory of his

X

¢ Bat while § would thunder in the ears of the
impenitent and uncvaverted—while I would ear-
nestly exhort them in the lla%nage of the apostle,
¢Be ye deen of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own souls,” [ would rather erect
and olrea%bu than break the druised reod—{
would ratber fan \han quench the smoking flaz.
Are there in this congregation persons to whom
these touching delineations of Scripture a ly
—persons who feel the pressure of the wrath of
God ; in whose heaits there begins to kindle »
desire of salvation from the guilt and power of
sin? Prisoners of hope { turn (o the strang hold t
¢This is a faithful saying and worthy of all accep—
tation, that Christ Jesus eame inte the world to
save sinners'—fo save ru, though yeu may have
even earned a festful pre-eminence in gilt,
Stagger not at the promises of God, though super—
latively great and precious, through unbelief.
Jesus speaks in righteousness, mighty to save.
The shadow of death may environ you; but he
can change itinto the light of the morning. Yous
spiritual esemies may a&geu invincible ; bat be
will bruise them beueath your feet. The moral
leprosy may have pertaded and corrupled all the
powets of your ; but a touch, a woud of his,.
can make you clean. His power and his leve
are alike unbounded. Go to his mercy-seat ; and
his death and life are the ample securities of the
success of your ap hc;ﬁoa. He demands 00 ox-

nsive ofiering; mpeses no
K:nce ; he teqéim, in order o justificati s ’::
works of tighteousness. ¢To him that
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the wn-
godly, his faith is counted to him for righteous—
ness.’ Attracted then by the same that shines
upon his mediatotial crowa—Jzsvs ;. go, my guil-
ty brother; go to hia throne—touch

and live! ?

A few copies of the Sermons ate for sale at Mc.
R. Graman’s Book Store, Montreal; as well s .

at \be publisher's, Torcato.
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Since his last Special Conference, the Rev.
ex-Editor of the ¢ Guardian’® has been again
doomed to have his visions of g‘lory dissipated—
his project to effect an union wit the ¢ Primitive
Methodist” body in this Province, has proved a
total failure—they evidently wish to avoid the
Ryersonian union trap.— Toronto Patriot.

It is reported that the Indians on the ¢ Grand
River” have lately seceded from the Rev. E. Ry-
erson’s Conference, and that his worthy brother,
in the warmth of his Canadian zeal, to retain,
and detain his late charge, has actually nailed up
the chapel door, lest they should open it to the
British Missionaries, with whom the Indiaos now
feel anxious to unite themselves.—Ib.

CORRESPONDENCE.

T0 THE EDITOR OF THE WESLEYAN.

City oF ToroNToO, Jan. 8, 1841.
My pEAR AND REV. FRIEND,

By your delicate censure, conveyed through
the medium of you letter to Mr. STinsoN, 1,am
reminded of my faults.

From the peculiarity of our circumstances, I
em fully aware that any information concerning
our Operations and prospects at the present crisis,
must cugmand deep interest of all the friends of
that Methodism, which, throughout the world, and
more especiaby throughout the British Empire, is
truly oxg. Shax T, then, attempt to extenuate
my tardiness in Wrikag, by alleging the great re-
luctance I feel to fommt the animosity of those
who will account me an ~qemy if L s eak the
my defence by

te unnecessa-

confessing—an acknowledgmen
ry to those-who know me est—m
ble aversion to letter-writing on an
Certain it is, 1 cannot shield myself fro
by complaining of any penury of matter.
otherwise. e h
from England, has forished its ample contribu-
tion of Sncidents illustrative of an attachment in

the counlry to B.itish Methodism, and a longing

after its institutions, much more ardent and ex-

tensive than I had any previous conception of.
In our incipient struggles with those who are

inveteratel

only support. Torouto and Kingston were, 1 ima-

gined, the only sources whence we could antici-

ate much available sympathy and cp-qperation.
n this premature estimate of the princi les and
predilecticns of a large portion of the

acknowledge my error.

personal applications, backed by written petitions
numerously and respectably siined, for the exten-
sion of out labours on every band, are the best
evidences of this. The power of the press is in
the hands of our opponents, and they are, s you
know, plying it with an unresting and convulsive
arm ; indeed, they are rather overdoing the mat-

ter. | ‘This constant “prating against us with mali-

cjous words,” in which they indulge, has, in seve-

ral instances that have come under m¥ own know-
opposite of what

ledge, had an effect the very ¢
they intended. It has thinned, instead of increas-
ing their rapks. ' The calenlate
on a sympathy with their bitter

numbers, to be rather intimately allied to a sensi-

tive dislike of every thing British ; which [ hope,

haowever, is not the case.

The anxiety to participate in our labours is not
From the best
information I can obtain on the subject, 1 am de-
cidedly of opinion, that were our Indian brethven
Jeft to the uncontrolled selection of their ecclesi-
astical relption, their preference of the pastoral

confined to the white population.

supervision of the British Conference would be
rearly un ous.
where the

fisten tozn0 denial, to have a British Missionary.
The q\)“eiented, the other day, to the Chdirman
of the

by sixty, eight o whom, 1 believe, are Chiefs,

though coercion has been added to persuasion to
detain them with the Canadian Conference. They
rightly conceive that the terms of the Union, whe-
ther that Union was perpetual or not, in goo
faith, not only gave us an indefeasable claim to
them, but gave them a reciprocal claim on us.
And I trust it will be in our power very soon to
occupy a position, the importance of which is
about to be materially augmented by the immi-
gration to the same neighbourhood of several hun-
dreds of Indians from the United States, who wish
to place themselves under the paternal sway of
the British sceptre.

I must not close without giving you some ac-
count of our labours, encouragements, and pros-
pects, in this circuit. My worthy brother STEER
is my colleague : in addition to whose zealous

and faithful services, we have the co-operation of
twelve excellent local brethren, and the occasion-
al assistance of the Chairman of the District.
Our circuit now embraces an area, fifty miles in
length and thirty in breadth, with twelve Sab-
bath appointments, besides regular week-day
preaching. At our last Quarterly Meeting, the
number of our members, in the cily, was one bun-
dred and seventy-three ; since which, two clas-

' ses, consisting of fresh members, have been form-

ed. In the country part of the circuit, we have
one hundred and forty-three : making, in all, three
hundred and sixteen. I am happy to perceive
among the people @ firm and consentaneous pur-
pose to support the cause among themselves, and
to contribute liberally to our Missionary opera-
tions.

We held a Missionary Meeling in George-
street Chapel last Wednesday evening—the an-
nual sermons having been preached on the pre-
vious Sabbsth, by the Rev. Messrs. StiNsoN and
Evans. The Rev. Mr. Cask, the venerated fa-
ther of Indian Missions in Canada, was called to

7| the chair, and presided with singular ability and

acceptance. It was a highi and truly ‘memorable
occasion. I never witnessed a Missionary Anni-

Every week since my arrival li}xe

opposed to the existence in the Pro-
vince of a British Wesleyan ministry ; a conscious-
ness of the goodness of our cause was almost my

ethodist
community, I stand corrected, and am happy to
Our friends are neither
go few nor far between as I supposed. Frequent

uite too largely
ostility to the
British Conference and its approved agents. The
opposition is shrewdly suspected, by increasing

J On the Grand River Mission,
ghtest influence has not been em-

h,ﬁ,y us to awaken any dissatisfaction among
y #¥igines, they indicate a desire, which will

istrict, a ‘petition for early relief, signed

-versary the spirit and proceedings of which were

minently adapted to dilate the bosoms of the
of Missions with holy and exalted plea-
b‘l( there mingled any other emotion in the
assembla®s, it was Impotent and harmless as an
expiring spa the bosom of a majestie flood.
I am most thanks 4150 to be enabled to add, that,
without any aid de™seq from official advocacy or
secular patronage, the€\qount collected and sub-

scribed 1s, I believe, wh arallel in the
history of the rcligi;us in N ?oxlx‘s in eth; Pro-

vince, being nearly ONE THOU! il
cluding the e Tions on the SReoLiARSzin
is among our best answers to those
vour to make the impression on the puby
our Missions in this country are to be su
by the pennies of the poor 1n England. Our
dication is formed in the noble-minded liberality
of our people. No application has yet been made
by collectors. Nothing has been received out of
our own congregations. Our friends reckon on
£400 ; and are 8o anxious that every opening for
the expansion of our Missionary operations should
be promptly embraced, and vigorously improved,
that their most energetic endeavours will %e em-
ployed to make the amount as handsome as pos-
sible.

Our pews are all taken, and our congregation
50 large, that it cannot increase without a Targer
chapel.” We are making preparations for the
speedy erection of a chapel on Lot Street. The
lot on which it is to stand has been presented to
us by the Honourable HENRY Dunn: itis worth
£130. But a large central chapel is indispensa-
ble to afford us adequate accommodation in regard
to both place and space; and 1 trust the day is
not distant when this will be no longer a desider-
atum. .

Thus, you see, we have abundant cause to thank
God and take courage; and to expect and pray for
increasing fokens of the Divine favour. Yes;
though there are not wanling professed Chris~
tians who scoff at the language of devotion—a
work till recently left to infidels—we will not
cease to pray, that the Lord God of our Fathers
may make us a thousand fold more than we are,
and bless us as he hath promised.

With best wishes for your personal happiness,
and ministerial usefulness,
1 remain, Rev. and dear Sir, X
Your affectionate brother in Christ,
MatTHEW RICHEY.

THE BRITISH WESLEYANS IN THE
. BRITISH COLONIES.

[COMMUNICATED.]

Tre Wesleyan Methodism of Great Britain and
freland has’ well repaid the soil in which it was
first permitted to vegetate, and is adapted and de-
signed, (for its nature is generous, an its capabi-
lities are augmenting,) to make still larger ac-
knowledgments to the people and the princes who
have permitted its cultivation within their bor-
ders. But I consider it to be intended by Divine
Providence to be still more considerable in its fo-
reign operalions of beneficence in the world at
large. And especially do I hail its < assistance”
in the more complete evangelization and improve-
ment of the various Colonial Setilements of our
extending and United Empire.

Said the venerable founder of that body of
Christizns to his first preachers, ¢ Go, not only to
those who want you, BUT TO THOSE WHO WANT
you mosT!? Andin aletter he addressed to one
of his early missionaries in Nova Scotia, are these
memorable and emphatic words: «Iam glad you
have given a litle assistance to our brethren at
Halifax, and along the coast. There i8 No CHA~
riTY UNDER HEAVEN to be compared to this, the
bringing light to the poor heathens that are called
Christians, but nevertheless still sit in darkness and
in the shadow of death ! This letter was dated
in the year 1784,

Mr. WesLEY knew well the moral and religious
disadvantages to which the early settlersin a new
country are unavoidably subjected. He hadboth
seen and shared them among the Georgians in
North America. He was one of the first found-
ers of that State. And in perfect keeping with
his views, thus expressed, were the early labours
of himself and his brother CuarLEks, of sainted
memory, (associated, as those labours were, with
many painful trials and privations,) in. the Wes-
tern wildernesa. -

How truly Wesl is the gratifying fact, that
the Connex{on ha:y:: decidedl pl{dgged itts’elf to’
the sentiment of its devoted a-mdy disinterested pre-
cursors! The first efforts of Missionary zeal
which distinguished the British Wesleyans, were
those which contemplated the eternal welfare of
the Emigrant to the Western World. Across the
the celebrated Doctor THomAs COXRs. A :
Wesleyan Missions ; whose invaluable establish-
ments in the West India Islands resulted from that
eventful enterprise. His immediate object, how-
ever, was to afford spiritnal ¢ assistance” to those
Jestitute settlers who had adopted the woods of

the New Continent. And the saccess in the con-
ersion of sinners which has attended the toils of
wir subsequent Missionaries in the British Pro-
vintue of North America, (and which still attends
them,) yfficiently indicates that the Supreme
Being has wigen them a Providential call still to
interest themdelges in the spiritual welfare of

those large and ilngesting regions of our globe
and empire.

There is, besides, a3 Whink, a secondary, but
et most important branch, £ usefulness, both at
ome and abroad, which the of Nations hath

most evidently allotted to the Brittsh Wesleyans,
and which, in the face of every difteqlty, they
are bound to endeavour conscientioust culti-
vate. A higher call, it is true, they gy than
that of the mere political economist ; but,
same time, the most inestimable collateral

AN

found in connection with those nobler advantages
which it is their more immediate design to impart
to the would.

. The connexional character of their community
produces a sameness in their religious administra-
tions, under almost every possible variation of
outward circumstantiais. This effect is, perhaps,
produced with as much certainty and eﬂl;ciency,
as should be expected from any deseription of bu-
map agency. hile the salutary and controlling
influence, which the British Wesleyan Confer-
ence exercises over the ministry of their widely~
spreading Connexion, secures them from those
departures from primitive Wesleyan principle~
which, from a variety of causes, experience has

shown to be almost unavoidable without it. By

God’s blessing on their steady and independent

fits of a civil and secular nature have ever been .

vast Atlantic was the first Iﬁslionarw of ‘
College, Oxford: long the sole manager B i 2

=
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maintenance of the original tenets of their first
and honoured founder, both as it regards usages
and opinions, (or, as they would themselves ex-
press it, ¢ in doctrine and discipline.”) those views
which are ¢ according to zodliness” will be large-
ly promoted, on all stirring sul?'ects, civil as well
as sacred. And thus will be farnished an addi-
tional, and not ncedless aid to the stream of pub-
lic opinion which is otherwise fain toseek a lower
}ever, and to flow in channels more ¢« according”
to ¢ the carnal mind,” which ¢ is enmity against
God.”

Wherever it hos been fairly tried, the effects
of the system of the British’ Wesleyan Metho-
dists have been most helpful to the social condi~
tion of man. Into their several Mission Stations
throughout the earth we may look with confi-
dence, and behold the most animating accumula-
tion of facts confirmatory of this consolatory as-
sertion.  Industry, activity, and good order—en-
terprize, prosperity, and contentment, are the uni-
versal concomitants of their cordial and pacific
endeavours. In the genuine spirit of WesLey,
they are free from the pugnacity of state-reform-
ers and political-constitution-manufacturers. They
cherish an affectionate and reverent attachment
to the valuable institutions of our Empire ; and
acknowledge and admire those ancient landmarks
of our British polity, which proclaim at once the
wisdom and integrity of our noble progenitors, and
the ceaseless care of Divine Providence over the
people to which we belong. Aud if they have
not beean among the most violent, or the most vi-
rulent of the professed advocates of civil and re-
ligious freedom, neither have they been the least
untiring or efficient in the promotion of those kin-
dred and national objects.

The efforts of the British Wesleyans for the ex-
tinction of British Colonial slavery will not suffer
by comparison with these of any other body of
C’;nistians in the mation. Asa Connexion they
took up the subject—not as a merely szcular, or
even philanthropical question—but chiefly be-
cause it was a national iniquity in the sight of
Geod, and intimately affecting the moral and eter-
nal intercsts of the world ! The ardour of their
feeling may be seen in the simultaneous eharac-
ter of their applications to the Legislature of
their country for the compensalory abolition of
the state of slavery within the British dominions.
They weze willing to pay on their own part, as
well as to pray for interence on the part of the

- constituledouthorities. The time for tle forward-
ing of petitions to the Imperial Parliament was
bat limited, or a greater expression would have
been-given of the self-sacrifieing interest which
the Connexion took in the Christian freedom of
their oppressed and injured negro fellow-man !

In the favoured country of our honoured fathers
the Methodism of Joun YVEsLEY, as we have re-
marked, has been of no inconsiderable service to
the well-being of < our land and nation.” Sinc
his day it has been consistently developed u)wd‘:
the faithful administration of the Conference he
bimself constituled and appointed for_that pur-

e. lo ¢ High Heaven . only can it be fully
nown the amount of ¢ assistanca” it has render-
ed in the solemn struggle of antagonist principles
which has so long been agitating the fair surface
-of the civilized world.- Nor can there remain
any reason to doudt tite unsolicited and sponlane-
ous tributz of geknowledgment which hs been
admiringly paid by some of our profoundest states-
men to its beneficent accomplishments in that ho-
nourable department of Christian philanthropy.

Tite character which has thus become attached
to the cammunity of British - Wesleyans cannot
-but procure for it at least a degree of favourable
rmpoqsegs:on in the breast of ever truly patiio-
ic colonist who may become acquainted with the
well-established fact. i
. 1t was this which gave to its first agents both
is lndia anfi Australia, so decided an advantage.
They were introduced by the express sanction of
the British Government, and the warmest recom-
mendations of those distinguished men, Dr. Bu-
CHARAN, and the Maossrs, WiLbesrorce, GranT,
and STEPHEN, not to omit the venerated name of
the Right Honourable Lord Teiesmourn, the
justly celebrated and original President of the
ritish and Foreign Bible Society. The princi-
8l European residents were among their first ang
astest filends, and bave to the present day con.
tinued to be sach ; since the humble followars
bave never vatied from the safeguard principles

e—

of their honoured founder. In those settlements,
the painful anomaly has not been wilnessed of a
class of Christians ambitious to bear the name of
WESLEY, and al the same time apparently reck-
less of those hallowed maxims of procedure which
have naturally endeared his sainted memory to
all those who are unfeigned and reflecting lovers
of the honour of God, and the best interests of
man.

The entrance of the British Wesleyans on their
oriental field of labour, was by the way of the
Presidency of Bombay; where they were most
kindly received, and hospitably entertained, in
one of his own country-mansions, by His Excel-
lency the late Sir Evan Nereax, Bart., the Go-
vernor. Sir Evax had passed many of the pre-
vious years of his public life in connection with
the Home Government, and was, in consequence,
sufficiently acquainted with the real nature of the
influence of their religious system in the Parent
Country. On that occasion, His Excellency thus
exprcssed himself, in a large company of the
principal inhabitants of Bombay : I knew Mr,
Westey; when a boy, 1 have heard him preach.
He was a good man. He preserved his people
from those political squabbles in which too ‘many
of the Dissenters involved themselves. Iremem-
ber hearing Lord NorTH say, ¢ You owe more of
the loyalty and contentment of the people of En-
gland to the labours of Joun WEsLEY, than to.
those of all the bishops and dignitaries of the
land.*

This merited encomium on the peaceful ten-
dencies of the evarigelical ministry of Mr. Wes-
LEY ought not to be consigned to oblivion. And
it may be recorded without any disparagement
of the national ecclesiastics of the present day.
The Church of England now occupies 2 vantage
ground, on Which she did not then appear. Her
bishops and clergy, and her adherentsin general,
have now a more salutary hold on the national
regards than was possessed by their predecessors
of the period to which the worlhy Governor re-

ferred. And long may it be honourably retaineg
by them, with an ever augmenting and benefj
encrease ! But the day is remembered
surviving witnesses, when, from varjo
mentable causes, the reverse was the-
case, to a fearful extent. Had J¥
to become a political agitator ag
church, she might not no \ 1
possession of her present-finerivied and constitu-
tional adaptness to promote the immortal interests
of the British pegple. But he, by God’s grace,
devotedly and disinterestedly preferred the more
honourable altaraative of upholding that National
Institutign': and, without just causz of offence
to any, it may surely be ‘stated to his honour;
while-the entailment of his fair fame may be ge-
nerously conceded as naturally devolving on the
unaltered principles of the Connexion he founded.
It may be remembered, that at the era of Bri-
tish history which dates the testimony of Lord
NortH, the face of Europe was fearfully disfi-
gured by national movements of the most irreli-
gious and sanguinary description. In these we
were ourselves in imminent danger of becoming
most suffering participants. 1f, then, by the bles-
sing of God, British Wesleyan Methodism was
an humble instrumentality, with others, in avert-
ing a calamity so devoutly deprecated: if im-
portant ¢ assistance®® was thus coniributed to the
peace and unity of onr beloved emyiire, and a day
of favourable opportunity was thus obtained for
wise and salutary measures of internal adminis-
tration and religious effort, to which anarchy and
disorganization would have been fatal, and the
felicitous consequences of which have extended
to other countries hesides our own; then surely,
in that case, have the principles of the British
Wesleyans a stronz and a long-lasting claim up-
on the grateful confidence of the entire British
nation, and on that also of the whole family of
man.
In view of this conclusion, I would candidly
ask, where is to be found, under the crown of
Great Britain, a colony in which such a commu-
Rity of Christians should he regarded as needless
and unwelcome intruders? Least of all, should
they be so considcred in the more recently-formed
of our scitlements, where there may be the most
danger to social order, to ‘good morals, and publie
quiet, (rom the infiuence of unreflecting or disap-
pointed men, if not from designing disorganizels
and depraved adventurers.

-on precepts of Holy Writ.

With some religious communities, loyalty to a
Christian Government may be a mere contingen-
cy, dependent on considerations purely polifical
in their character. Some may define loyalty to
be simply ¢ an obedience to the laws;” leaving
a latitudinarian loop-hole for any opportunity to
overturn the rule of our venerable and Protestant
Monarchy, whenever a popular commotion may
be sufficiently violent to obtain for such a project
the sanction, however attained, of colonial ¢ law.”?
The loyalty of some ecclesiastics may dictate the
sentiment, ¢ we will keep quiet for the present—
the country now requires tranquillity—but at
some future time, we reserve to oursclves the lj-
berty of political agitation, and whenever we may
think proper.”> Would it not be an injustice to
the memory of the venerable Christian patriot, as
well as to the morals of unborn generations, were
they to have no other means of learning the prin-
ciples of WEsLEY, than through the medium of
instructers-of that class ?

Were 'such anti-Wesleyan sentimenis to be
promulgated by any, even the most distant dis-
trict of its ministers ; the British Conference would
loudly, and with the utmost abhorrence, protest
against it, in the length and breadth of the land.
The renegade ecclesiastics would, at any expense,
be instantly summoned before the connexional
tribunal, with which WesLey himself deposited
the authority to preserve his principles uncorrupt=
ed to the end of time; and the world would be
taught, that in the connexional concord of the
British Wesleyans, there are the most efficient
means, and the most ardent soMcitudes, for the
.conscientions perpetuation of ¢the connexional con-
sistency.

The  British Weslsga'ns define British loyalty

to be attachment fidelity, not merely to «'s
chief magistrati;” but to < Tne Lawrws Mo-
NARCH.” ~Th€y maintain, with the learhed and
pious DDRIDGE, that ¢“under a Christian
Goveprtiient, a disloyal man cannor Be @ good
Cheistian.” ~ Their subjection to a constitutional

VERKIGN, is an unvarying obligation, founded
They hear'the Holy
Ghost say to them, in the Divine Word, & My

son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle
not with them that are given to change :»* ¢ that

ye sTUDY fo be quiet, and mind your own busj~

ness, and work with your own hands,
have to give to him that needeth,
may have lack of nothing.” Prov, xxiv. 9]=-
L. Thess. iv. 11. And this ¢ godliness is. profit-
able unto all things, having promise of the life
which now is, and of that which is to come.”?

All this may truly and properly be said of Bri-
tish Wesleyan Methodism ; independently of the
¢ mention” which might he made of the vast and
magnificent amount of individual good which, By
God’s grace, it has effected it the immediate and
happy conversion to Goad, and religious conserva-
tion, of a countless multitude of believers at this
moment on earth or in heaven! \

This may possibly be overlooked or under-rated
by those who would fain assume, that on the wes- -
tern side of the Atlantic waters, the agents of
that community would be an unnecessary and an
intrusive addition to the other corps of moral la~
bourers there employed. Such persons may not
be sufficiently aware that the British Wesleyans
are adapted to occupy a position of usefulness,
which, in some important particulars, is peculiar-
ly their own; and in which, as they interfers
with no  other man’s line of labour,’” 50 no other
ecclesiastical body would be adapted fully to su-
persede them, or to supply their task of influence,.
even were they fo be induced to withdraw from
the extended field of evangelical toil. From this
circumstance alone. it has been considered, that
the community of British Wesleyans could indeed
ill be spared from among the various churches of
the British Empire.

Other churches bave their own peculiar cha-
racteristies ; and the impress'on preduced 'will be
in natural corresponcency with the gionet em-
ployed. But the entire advantages o Metho-
dism which is purely Wesleyan, cqpgstly’
pected in those localitics where the 4
of Joux WEsLEY, in practice and pri
be legitimately brought out into full an
ional operation. o

Possessing these opinions on this slm' and
which I have thus candidly and unhesitatingly
stated—I may, as a catholic member of the

that ye ma
and that y{

¢ church universal,”” be permitted to add my
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prayers for the encouragement of British Wes-
eyan Methodism. And may it please God, by
‘e prospering infuences of «the Eternal Spi-
i, ever to smile on that usaful bady of Chris-
fian people; and may it thas bacome to all the
“olonies of our Empite, (and not less so to those
in the Western worid than to the otheis,) as areat
aod varied a means of blessing, s, by the same
Divine sonree, it has been rendered to the Parent
Country. Amen.

e e T T T e —

MISCELLANEOUS.
CHINA.—ORIGIN OF THE WAR.

Berorr giving an account of China, and the
singular people that inhabit that vast territory, we
will furnish a brief history of the events which
fed to the quarret:—

For many years opium has been imported into
China, not only from British possessions in India,
bt from various other quarters of the world, both
by Europeans and Americans. The Chinese au-
thorities ostensibly prohibited the importation and
use of the artiele, but, till within the Iast twelve
months, never tnok any decisive steps to put an
end to the traflic; on the contrary, the Chincs2
officers, of all ranks, encouraged the trade—and,
while they occasionally issued edicts against it,
received a certain pcr contage on every chest as
regularly, and almost as openly, as on any other
article of foreizn commerce. On the other hand,
the iwnglish Government, sejeing thc'danger 'H.mt
might result from an c.‘;tenswe.tmde in a prohibit-
ed commodity, after the abolition of the Kast In-
Jia Charter, tool steps to have it legalised, or ab-
solutely prohibited.

Various Councils were held in the Imperial
Court at Pekin to discuss the question whether
it should be admitted on payment of afixed duty
and finally, the negative was catried by a small
majority, not more, it is said, than two or three

members. According to some acceutts, a majer-
ity of the Chinese Officers of State, who were

consu'ted on the subject, gave a decided epinion
in favour of legalising the admission of opium at
a certain duty, but the Ministers of the Kmperor
rejected their advice. Lord Pulmersten, as soon
as he heard the result, gave instructions to the
British Superintendent at Canton, to inform all
Biitich merchants and captains of vessels, that the
trade was illegal—that ¢ the British Government
could not interfere for the purpose of enabling
British subjects to violate the laws of the coun-
try to which they trade,” and that if they persist,
they must take the cons2quences.

Captain Filint, accoriingly, took every possible
step to carry these | : ,
every occasion, evinced the utinost desire to aflord
the Chinese authorities every reascnable satislac-
tion, and toseparate himselfy as the vepresentative
of the British Government, in the mnat marked
and decisive manner, from all conucction with
the opium smu lors =nd their poceedings, A
proclamation to this effect was published in De-
cember, 1832, The smnxzling, ne voitheloss, wos
still carried on to the saine extent—the (inese
authorities at Canon coniving at the trade, while
tie Supreme Government, fike the British ceper-
intendent, iss 1ed proctamations against it. In
February, 1859, Lowever, strict orders were sa2nt
from Pekin fo carty the decrees of the Govern-
ment inlo effacts and, in aceordance with thes»
orders, a Chineer, roons w4 of traflicking in opinm,
was strangled victhe 26th of that month, in front
of the foreizn factories.  All the forcign fiaze,
thercupon, scused te ha hoisted 3 and Captain Iil-
liot orderad ail British-owned passage-herts not
having licans»s, in proceed outside the Pogue,
and not return witnio the same.

On the 10th ¢f Mach, the Imperial Comimis-
gioner Lin anive:d ot Canton, and on the 18th he
jssued two edicts—-ore to the Iong merchants,
and the other to the fereioners; the lalter requir-
ing every patticle pf opinm in the store-ships, as
well as that in vessels without the Clineso wa-
ters, to be clﬁj‘:i»'erud wp {0 Gnymvncnt, on the
penalty Ldpath.  Caphein Ellint, and other resi-
dents a tons whio Lal never been concarued
in any oprum tramacticn iy theirlives, were s~iz-
ed, deprived oi fond ang drink, and threatoncd
with executia 1, nuess the mandate was comphic !
with in three @ 5 '

instructions into ¢ffect, and, on-

The Representative of the Queen of England
had the alternative of death or implicit obedience,
and, to save lives, chose the latter, and ernvazed
to deliver up opium to the value of two millions
and a half sterling—a great pait of which was at
the time on the high seas, and enlirely heyond the
reach of the Chinese Government. Al the opium
in those vessels was delivered up; but Lin, con-
tending thet the specified amount was not made
wood, detained Captain Elliot under the same
threat of death, and compelled him to purchase
epium to the amount of from £35,000 Lo £40,000,
to make up the quantity. 1le was then re-
leased.

Some time afterwards, an affray tock place be-
tween seme English or American saitors, (for the
tiuth has not been ascertained,) and a paity of
Chinese : when a native, named Lin Wetke, lost
his life. Coinmissioner Lin demanded a British
subject, in return, to be executed for the death of
Weike 3 and Captain Elliot having made every
inquiry, without effect, to ciscover the ruilty
person, properly tefused to comply. A Biitish
merchant vessal was attacked by Clinese man-
darin boats, some of her erew murdered, and a
British subject cruelly maltiented. The conven-
tion entered inlo by the Chinese Commissioner
for carrying on the outsile trade, was, on some
pretence, broken through. — Avencontre took place
between the Volaze and ITyacinth, British vessels
of war, and a fleet of war junks—which ended in
the utter defeet of the Chinese.  Saveral of the
junks were sunk, and a number of Chincse sol-
‘diers were killad and wounded,  All communica-
tion wos aftorwards cut off by order of Commis-
cioner Lin: and various attempts were made to
hurn Biitish ships in the rcads, and poison the
sailors.  To demand redress and compensation for
these insnlts and this vast destruction of prope:ty,
is the object of the expedition to China.

HORRORS OF WAR.

Tur following extract, which refers to the suf-
ferings of the French Army, during ils campaign
in Russia, in 1812, exhibits a description of one
of the most appalling scenes in military history :—

« The winter now overlook us; and, by fiiling
up the measure of each individual’s suiferings, put
an end to that mutual support which had hitherto
sustained us. Henceforward the scene presented
only a multitude of isolated and individual strug-
sles. The best-conducted no lenger respected
themselves.  All fraternity of arms was forgot-
ten; all the honds of society were torn asunder—
excess of misery had brutalized them. A de-
vowing hunger had reduced these uniortunate
wretclies to the mere brutal instinct of self-pre-
servation, to which they were ready to sactifice
every cther consideration ; the rude and barharous
climate seemed to have communicated its fury to
them. Like the worst of savages, the stiong feil
upon the weak, and despoiled them j they eager-
ly surrounded the dying, and often even wailed
not for their last sigh before they stripped them.

« When a horse fell, they rushed upon ity tore
it in pieces, and snatched the morsels from each
others’ mouths, like 2 troop of famished wolves.
However, a censiderable numberv stili preserved
enough of moral faeling not to seek their safety
in the rin of others; but this was the last cilort
of their vittue.  If an officer or comrade {e}l along-
cide them, or under the wheels of the cannon, it
was in vain that he implored them, by a commen
country, religion, and cause, tosuccour him.  fle
ohtained not even a look; all the frozen inflexi-
Bility of the climate had passed into their hearts:
ita rigidity had contracted their sentiments, os
well as their features.  Ally except a few chiefs,
were absothed by their own safferings, and tervor
feft no place for pily.  Thus that ezorisin, which
is often produced by excessive prosperity, tesulte
also from cxtreme adversity—but in which latter
case it is more exeunsabtle : the former heine vo-
luntary, the lattar forced 5 one a erime of the
heart, the other an impulse of instinet, and alto-
gother physical: and, indecd, upon the necagion
lieve alluded to, there was much of exense —{or to
stop for 2 nonent, was to risk youi ewnlife. In
this scene of nniverssl dastruction, to hold out
year hand to a cemrade, or your sinking chiefl
was oo admirabla act of generesity,  The slight-
ast act of humenity was an instance of rullime

devotion.

T

¢« When unable, from total exhaustion, to pro-
ceed, they halted for a moment. Winter, with
its icy hands, scized upon them for his prey. It
was then that, in vain, thesc unfortunate beings,
facling themselves benumbed, endeavoured to
rouse themselves.  Voiceless, insensible, and
plunged in stupor, they moved forward a few pa-
ces, like automatons, but the blood, already freez-
ing in their veins, flowed languidly throuzh their
hearts, and, mounting to their heads, made them
stagger like drunken men. From their eyes, be-
come red and infirm from the continual view of
the dazzling snow, the want of sleep, the smoke
of the bivouac—there burst forth tears of blaod,
accompanied by profound sighs; they looked at
the sky, at us, and upon the earth, with a fixed
and haggard stare of consternation ; this was their
last farewe!l, or rather reproach, to that severe
nature that torturesl them. Thus, dropping upon
theit knees, and afterwards upon their hanils, their
heads moved for an instant or two from right to
left, while from their gasping lips escaped the mest
azonizing moans; at length, they fell prostrate
apon the snow, staining it with a gush of living
blood, and all their earthly miscries terminated,

¢ Their comrades passed over them without
cven stepping aside, dreading to lengthen their
march by a single pace ; they even turned not
their heads to look at them j for the slizhtest mo-
tion of the head to the leit or the right was at-
tended with torture, the hair of their heads and
beards being frozen into a solid mass.

¢« Scenes of still greater horror took place in
those iininense log-houses, or sheds, which were
found at certzin intervals alony the road. Into
these, seldiers and offizers rushed precipitatelr,
and huddled together like so meny cattle. The
living not having strength enough to remove thoss
who had died close to the lire, sat down upon their
bodies, until their own turn came to expire, swhen
they also served as death-beds to other victims.
Somctimes the fire communicated itself to the
wood, of which these sheds were composed, and
then all those within the walls, aiready half dead
with cold, expited in the flaes. At Joupranoni,
the soldiers set fire to whole houses, in onler to
warm themselves for a fow moments. The glare
of those conflagrations altracted erowds of wretch-
es, whom the intensity of the cold and sufering
had rendered delirions: these rushing forward like
madmen, gnashing their teeth, and, with demo-
niac laughter, precipitated themsclves into the
midst of the flames, where they perished in hor-
rible convulsions. Their famished companions
locked on without affright 5 and it is but too true
that some of them drew the half-roasted bodics
fiom the flames, and ventured to camy to their
lips the revolting food. P~ Segur.

READING AND STUDY.

OxE of the great def2cts of s21f-training at the
present day is, that there is much more reading
than study. Beth of these are indispensable in
their proper relations, but neither of them can
take the place of the ether. Readinz is necessa-
ry to furnish us with the facts of the pirsent and
fermer ages; it gives us the materials of thought;
it direets our minds, withont much effort on our
pait, into new and deiizhtful channels, and thus
peifects our taste and fovms our style; and it af-
forids, at a cheap rate, a hivh and mental lnxury,
But reading is not study. A man might read a
world of books, onit good hooks too, and yet not
possass the shalow of a claim.to s:ho!msﬁip. A
trained mind, a thorouzhly educated mind, is the
product only of study.  Lvery person should de-
vole some portien of his tima to the nequisition of
a definite braneh of knowledge, and iz ehou'd sat
ahout it with a full purpese to master the subject
and he would thus superinduce thosa habiis of
mental disciptine and seli-contrent—that facility
in consecntive inquiries, which would prepars
him to grosp, and analys~, and compreiend oihr
subijects, Thisisa business that every man must
‘o for himself.  No achool or collexe can perform
it for him—no learned professer or public lectarer
ean point out any toval roid ta these attainmenta,
Rut 1 must add, that thers is mazh more licht
reading at the present day than solid,. We live
in an aze of beok-makiny: and it would be bot
commoen praise ta say, that the procuctions of tie
ara are read —they are Lterally devoursd. Pot
many of thes» prodhuctions ave of alight: 0 tiicial
character, and snecessive ones are bece.ring nuse

so.—Beman’s Lectuie.
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DR. ADAM CLARKE.

TuUERE is an interesting incident of this emi-
nent and remarkable man, which, as it may not
be generally known, many of our readers will be
pleased to hear. We extract it from a republica-
tion in one volume of his ¢ Life.”— Limcrick
Standard. . )

«1 will tell you a curious circumstance that
happened to me some yeass ago. A friend desired
me to take charge of a young lady to Dublin—to
which [ readily agreed, and she was sent to me
at the coach. Isoon found, from her conversa-
tion, that she was a Roman Catholic, and I also
quickly perceived that she had been led to enter-
tain 2 very high opinion of me. After we had
travelled some distance, talking occasionally on
various subjects, the daylight began to sink fastly
away, when she took out of her reticule a small
Catholic book of prayers, and cemmenced most
seriously her evening devotions. While she was
reading, such thoughts as these occurred to me:
¢ I believe this lady to be sincere in her religious
creed, which 1 think to be a very dangerous one;
she appears 1o be of an ingenuous temper, and to
feel much personal respect for me. Is there not
here, then, a good opportunity to exercise my in-
fluence, and to deliver her, if possible, from her
erroneous creed ?  But) continued I, in my
thoughts, ¢ was she not intrusted to my care ?—
would her friends Lave so inirusted her had they
even suspected that an attempt at proselytism
would be made?—would not the attempt be a
breach of trust ; and should I, even were ultimate
good to accrue to Miss , be a merally honest
man ?> Linstantly felt that my own honesty must
be preserved, though the opportunity of apparent
good might be lost. In a short time Miss —
closed her book, with this observation: ¢ We Ca-
tholics, Dr. Clarke, think it much better to be-
lieve too much than too little.” I replied: ¢ But,
madam, in our belief we should recollect that we
should never yield or assent to what is contrary
in itself, or what contradicts other ascertained
truths.”  This was the only observation 1 made
that looked at all towards Catholicism. In pro-
cess of time we arrived at our journey’s end, and
1 deposited her safely in the hands of her friend.

¢ From that time till about two years ago I ne-
ver heard of Miss , ill we met im the follow-
ing way :—I had been preacking at Chelsea Cha-
pel, and, entering the vestry after the service, a
fady followed me, shook hands, spoke with much
emotion, and said, ¢ Do you not recollect me, Dr.
Clarke ? Iam Miss , whom you kindly took
care of 1o Ireland. I wasthen a Catholic—1I am
now a Protestant, and have suffered much in con-
scquence of the change.” Iinquired how the al-
teration in her views was effected, and she gave
me in detail the account which I will shoitly sum
up to you. When she heard to whom she was
ahout to be intrusted, she resolved closely to watch
and observe this eminent P'rotestant minister ; she
was much pleased with the conversation and
friendliness shown to her, and so struck with the
observation I Lad made in the coach, thatshe said
it absolutely haunted her—caused her to examine
and think for herself—und at last led her to free-
dom from her thraldom. ¢ Bat,” said she, ¢1
should never have been induced to examine had
it not been for the examination 1 had previously
made of you. Irom the first moment you entered
the coach, I watched you narrowly. I thought
now I had a fair opportunity of knowing something
of these Protestants, and T will judge if what 1
have heerd of them be true. Every word, every
motion, every look of your’s, Sir, was watched
with the eyes of a lynx. Ifelt you could not be
acting a part, for you could not be suspecting that
you were observed. The result of all was, your
conduct conciliated esteem, and removed preju-
dice. Your one observation on belief led me to
those examinations which the Spirit of God has
blessed 1o my conversion ; and I now stand before
you, the convert of your three days’ behaviour
between London and Dublin,> ?

A PHRENOLOGICAL PHILOSOPHER CONFOUNDED

At the last Annual Meeting of ¢ The British
and Foreign Sailo:s’ Society,” the Rav. W. Law-
RY, (formerly a Wesleyan Missionary in the South
Scas,) in addressing the meeting, observed—

¢ That he wished it were in his power to say,
that English sailors weie the only persons who,in

other lands, sunk the Christian character. He had
met with a great nuniber of persons, not sailors,
who acted ina way directly calculated to disgrace
the name by which they were called. Many years
ago he was dining with Sir Thomas Gisborne, who
was a truly Christian English gentleman, at Pa-
ramatta. An English philosopher was present,
who had visited New Holland, with the view of
ascertaining what kind of beings the aborigines
were. He set about examining the crariums of
the blacks, and pronounced them to be of the
orang-outang species. 1le (Mr. L.) had laboured
amongst them two or three yeais; and a young
man, who had become the subject of pulmonary
disease, was then dying, but dying a Christian.
He invited the Doctor to accompany him on the
following morning, stating, that he could produce
an argument quite new to him in hisinvestigations.
He went; and on entering the room where the
young black was lying, he (Mr. L..) said to him :
¢ Now, Thomas, relate to this gentleman what you
were, what Christianity has done for you, and
what are your hopes and views concerning another
world.” He gave as clear an account of his hea-
then, wretched, polluted condition as any man
could do in a few words. He then detailed the
operations of the Spirit of Christ on his heart, gi-
ving him to feel that he was a sinner, and needed
a Saviour. He then spoke of embracing Christ
by faith; and concluded in the language of the
Apostle, ¢ The sting of death is sin, rhe strength
of'sin is the law ; but thanks be unto God, who
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.”  He (Mr. L.y then thought that be had a
fair opportunity of coming into direct contact with
his antagonist; and asked him, whether he ever
saw a monkey die like that young man. With
some difficulty he obtained this answer fror. him :
¢ 8iry my philosophy stands corrected by your Chris-
lianity.”»

REMARKABLE INSTANCE OF SaGACITY AND AF-
FECTION IN Two Docs.—On the 8th Nov. last,
about 5, p.m., Mr. J. Walker, of Eastiington, was
walking through a field near his own house, when
he saw something near a hedge like a black dog;
he went up toit, and recognised it as his neighbor’s
(Mr. Goudrilly of West Linton) dog Prince. Al-
though well acquainted, the dog did not go up o
Mr. W., but leaped down into a ditch upon some-
thing, which proved to be the body of its master.
On approaching nearer, Mr. W. found the dog sit-
ting upon the shoulder of Mr. G., who was lying
with his head towards the bottom of the ditch, and
his face in the water, which was very shailow.
He was dead, and appeared to have been so some
time. The ditch where he was found lies between
the houses of Messrs. J. and W. Walker, at a short
distance from each,and half a mile or more from Mr
Goundrill’s. It appears that about three o’clock
the same afternoon, another dog of Mr. G.’s was
seen at Mr, W. Walker’s, (who was an intimate
friend and partner of Mr. G.%.) It first went to
the kitchen window, and appeared anxious to ex-
cite attention. The servant girl drove it away,
whereupon it ran round to the other side of the
house, and rearing itself up, looked in at the win-
dow of another room, where a servant man was
seated, and would not stir until he came ont of it.
It then ran off a score yards or so, and stood in an
attitude which perfectly indicated a desire that the
man should follow, which he did; but as he ap-
proached, the dog ran forward a few yards, and
again stood. This it did four or five times, the man
following, untilthe dog stopped at a gate, when the
man, seeing no reason for such extraordinary con-
duct, gave up the pursuit, and he saw the dog no
more. The gate at which the dog stopped, it af-
terwards appeared, led to the spot where Mr. G.
was lying.  Mr. G. had gone outin the forenoon,
about eleven o’clock, accompanied by the two
dogs, and it is the opinion of the raedical men who
examined his corpse, that he had been seized with
a fit, and fallen into the ditch, the small quantity
of water in which, happening to cover his month
and nostrils, had caused sufforation before he re-
covered from the fit. It is remaikable that the dog
which went in quest of assistance, was the largest,
and which, having the longest legs, was most like-
ly to effect the purpose with the least delay. Itis
supposed that they had hoth remained with their
master a considerable time after he had fallen, and
their subsequent proceedings exhibit something
not unlike a mutual understanding between them.,

— Hull paper.
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A JUYENILE THOUGHT OF HEAVEN.

Hair Contemplation—wondrous power !
That bears the mind, ere life is o’er,
Above the skics that girt this ball,
E’en to its destined heavenly goal.
Oft on thy strong extended wings,
My soul has ’scaped from mortal scenes,
From Earth’s dark bourne, where shadowy joy
Fass in wild dance before my eyes,
And mundane bliss its various forms
Assumes. to tempt me to its arms——
Where Sin and Death triumphant reign,
And spread thetr wide and dread domain.
Attracted by the Power Divine,
The Power that formed the stars that shine ;
From this terrene to scenes more bright,
It soared in rapid lofiy flight,
“ Aspiring to the plains of light.”
Thus darting through the vast profound
With pinions bold, till far beyond
The track were fiery Mercury roves,
Or Georgian’s frigid orb revolves,
Or all the rolling worlds that shine,
Or blazing suns that fixed remain ;
On HEAVEN’S lov’d shore firm footing found,
And trod the bright celestial ground.
What blissful scenes burst on my sight !
As o’er the shining fields of light
I roved, and gazed with new delight ;
High sapphire thrones around me shone
With glory brighter than the sun,
The seats of native angels fair,
And fuithful saints triumphant there.
And there, in his exalted sphere,
Eanthroned, MEssiaH did appear.
Encircled by seraphic choirs,
Whose flaming tongues and tuneful lyres,
Unite their powers, and sweetly raise
Their notes symphonious in his praise :
While thousand thousands waiting stand,
Obsequious to his high command.
Anon; the heavenly music ceased,
And harps, and lyres, and tongues are hushed
While bowing low, with awe profound,
The shining orders spread the ground-~
In blissful silence breathe their love
To Him, who claims all hearts above.
Again the etherial trumpet blew,
Again the choirs their songs renew,
““ REDEEMING LOVE ! blest endless theme
Bursts forth (rom Saints and Seraphim :
Loud hallelujahs pour around,
Adoring myriads catch the sound ;
From sphere to sphere, from throne to throne,
Throughout the boundless realms divine
The concert swells—all hearts, all powers,’
‘ Dominions, thrones”’-~cherubic choirs
Unite in praise, and join the cry,
“ All glory be to God Most High !
My ravish’d soul gazed on the scenc,
And longed in shouts with them to join ;
*Twas rapture all, and all was HEAvVEN.
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