BISHOP OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, AND PRESIDENT
OF THE EPWORTH LEAGUE

i E only warrant a great organization like ours has for a being at all is its usefulness

—not usefulness of the common sort, bul gigantic in its scope, its methods, and
its results, On our shield is the blasoned motto, * Loox Up: Lirr Ur!" Nothing could be
more expressive of our purpose. We look up that we may lift up. We seek beavenly
gifts, not that we ray absorb then. in ourselves, but to make them widespread blessings
to others.””— BisHoP NINDE.
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| nearly frozen to death

IF YOU PLEASE.

When the Duke of Wellington was dying
the last thing he took was a cup of tea.  tn
his servant's handing it to him on a saucer
and asking him if he would have it, the
Duke replied : ** Yes, if you please.”  These
were his fast words.  How much kindness
and courtesy ure expressed by them ! He
who had commanded great armies in Europ
and had @ heen used to
authority, did not despise or overlo
small courtesies of life

ok the

“WOULDN'T MARRY A MECHANIC

A young man began visiting a young wo-
wan, and appeared to be well pleased with
her company. One evening he ealled when

it was quite late, which led the young lady
to inquire where he had been

1 had to work to-night.”

“ What ! do you work for a living /" she

inquired in astonishment

replied the young man. 1

* Certainly,”
am a mechanic
1 dislike the name of mechanie,” and she
turned up her pretty nose
That was the last time
visited the young woman,
wealthy man, and has one of the hest women
ountry for his wife. The lady who
*the name of mechanic” is now the
a miserable sot, a A vagrant
grog-shops, and the soft, verdant,
bliged to take in wash-

the ng man
He is now a

wife of
about

and miserable girl is o
ing to support herself wud children,

Do you dislike the name of mechanic —you
whose brothers are nothing but well-dressed
loafers !

We pit s 8o little brains,
who is so green and so soft as to think less
of a young man hecause he is a mechanic
as the Son of God himself was. lh.m girls

ials to some ..9 llum
themselves when adversity has humbled their
pride, nee has given them com-
mon sense.—The Christian,

“CONSIDER YOURSELF UNDER

ARREST.”
Mrs. Livermore, in her hook entitled
“My Story of (h. War,” gives a very

interesting sketch of ** Mother Bi e,

a famous character in those times. She was
an energetic, sympathetic woman, of slight
education, who had a natural aptitude for

nursing, and an unfailing for **her
boys,” as she ealled the soldiers. Mother
Bickerdyke was always to the fore when

there was work to be ¢ , and no trials or

ditficulties ever daunted her. the
battle of Chattanooga she was for weeks the
woman with the 1,800 wounded. The

her was bitterly cold, and the sick were
spite of big fires.
At last the wood gave out one awful night,
and it seemed, indeed, as if those who could
not move about would perish of the cold.
Mother Bickerdyke had the utmost scorn for
red tape, and a mind equal to all emergencies.
She ealled on a few of her faithful ** hoys "

to follow her, and, armed with an ax, pro-
ceeded to make firewood of the palisades.
Soon an officer came along, and looked on
with dismay ; there was nothing else would
save the wounded, but such irregularity,
such rashness must be punished. **Con-
sider yourself under arrest,” he called to
Mother Bickerdyke the next time she passed
him laden with planks. **All right, major,
I'm under arrest ; only don't interfere with
me till the weather moderates,” was the

d reply.—Owr Dumb Animals.
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THE BATTLE OF LIFE

Go forth to the battle of life, my boy—
Go while it is called to-day

For the years go out and the years come in

Regardless of those who may lose or win,
Of those who may work or play.

And the troops march steadily on, my boy,
To the army gone before ;
You may hear the sound of their falling
feet
Going down to the river where two
worlds meet ;
They go to return no more,

There's a place for you in the ranks, my
boy ;
And duty, too, assigned ;
Step into the front with a cheerful face ;
Be quick, or another may take your pla
And you may be left behind.

There’s a work to be done by the way,
my boy,

That you never can tread again—
Work for the loftiest, lowliest men——
Work for the plough, plane, spindle and

-
Work for the hands and the brain,

Temptations will wait by the way, my
boy—
Temptations without and within ;
And spirits of evil, with robes as fair
As those which the angels in heaven
might wear,
Will lure you to deadly sin.

Then put on the armor of God, my boy,
In the beautiful days of youth ;
Put on the helmet and breastplate and
shield,
And the sword that the feeblest arm may
wield
In the cause of right and truth,
—Bradford Republican.

Bishop Ninde. — Rev. Dr. Schell
writes thus of Bishop Ninde: — Rev.
William Xavier Ninde, D.D., is President
of the Epworth League of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. He is one of the
most benignant, cultivated, and full-
rounded men in all Methodism. It is
said of him that when he joined the De-
troit Conference he went to the Bishop
and asked that he be given the hardest
appointment in the Conference, After
a career of the greatest usefulness, in-
cluding churches in Detroit, Cincinnati,
and elsewhere, he was elected President
of the Garrett Biblical Institute, from
which he was elected to the Episcopal
office.  Bishop Ninde is noted for his
strong and beautiful sermons, and for
remarkable elegance of pronunciation and
distinetness of utterance. , He has been
entrusted* by his colleagues of the Epis-
copal Board with all of the foreign Con-
ferences, and his election as President of
the Epworth League, to succeed Bishop
Fitzgerald, was accomplished with such
unanimity as te be the highest commen-

TORONTO, MAY, 189.

dation which they could put upon him.
He is beloved everywhere, and the daily
prayer of the Church is that his physical
force may continue unabated for years of

service,
L

The League Colors.  The annual

letter sent out last autumn by the League

ofticers of the Methodist Episcopal Church
contains the following paragraph : * The

colors of the Epworth League are red
and white. Red is suggestive of the
ious blood of the covenant in whose

crimson tide our sins are washed away.
White is the color of a blameless life
They thus symbolize what the motto of
the Epworth League literally
vision of the eross and service f

|

How to be Healthy. -Dr. Cyrus
Edson, New York's most famousphysician,
was recently asked what are some of
the ways in which the highest health may
be maintained. He replied: “ We find
i ious teachings the highest hygienic
rules that have ever been devised, He
who really lives up to the teachings of
Christianity will keep his body in a per-
fectly healthy condition. It has been
truly said that the wages of sin is death ;
and death is caused by the effect of vice,
A vicious person contains in his body the
seed of his own destruction. The Chris-
tian is the best fitted of all persons to
withstand disease and live healthily.”

L
A Mighty Army. —The latest re-

tarns for the Epworth League of the

Methodist  Episcopal Church  are as
follows :
Epworth League Chapters
) " Members
Junior League Chapters
" " Members 400,000
Making a total of 50 chapters,

and 1,750,000 members.  Adding the
figures of the M. E. Church, South, and
Canada, gives a grand total of 2,150,000
members.  The Christian Endeavor Socie
ties have more than 3,000,000 members,
and the membership of the Baptist
Young Peoples’ Union, Luther League,
ete., will bring up the figzures to 5,500,
000,  Such a force as this ought to he a
tremendous power for good.

Popular Preaching.—Bishop Ninde,
in the New York Advocats, says: * If I
were young again, I would strive to be,
not in the low, vulgar, selfish sense, but
in the high, self-forgetful sense, a popular
preacher. | would toil for this as I
would for virtue itself. If graces of
speech would make we such, I would cul-
tivate these. If youthful enthusiasm
would draw men to me, [ would keep my
heart fresh and young for a hundred
years. If simplicity of style and manner
would effect it, I would practice the se-
verest simplicity. If going among the

people would he'p me, T would fling aside

= — ]

No. 5.

all conventionalities and reclusive habits,
and go from shop to shop, and tenement
nent, till my soul was saturated
with the thoughts and feelings of lowly
wen.  If a new baptism of power were
needed, | would plead for that till [ re
ceived the fresh anointing | would ex-
haust all possibilities that T might win
the seattered, listless multitudes to listen
to the

spel 1 was ordained to preach

A Crank Preventative. Rev. Dr
Schell says that: *The Epworth League
has arrested the swing of the Methodist
pendulum to eccentricities and extrava
have
been so many striving and professing to
walk in the King's highway of holiness
as now, and the “ecrank " element has
been reduced to a minimum. The un
equivoeal teaching of the Epworth League
pledge has saved the doctrine of holiness
from the clouds of perversion to which it
was formerly subject.  Thisisillustrative
of one phase of the influ of the Ep
worth League.  Let us repeat again that
the good but ill-balanced people who
hereabouts  have left  our  Methodist
and recruited to the ranks of
ites and Christian Scientists, have
been practically, without exception, mem
be

gances of doctrine, There ne

beyond the age influenced by the
I th Le In the voluminous
correspondence which has poured into the
central office for six years we recall only
one case where a prominent Epworth
League worker has v 1 to the bland
ishments of that science falsely called
Christian,”

Dr. Pentecost and the Atheist.
Dr. Pentecost tells of an argument he
has had with an atheist who did not
believe the Bible because he did not
know the author. The great preacher
said

“ Well, my friend, is the multiplication
table a work of authority with mathema-
ticians !

“ Most certainly.”

“Do you happen to know who the
author of the multiplication table is?”

In a moment he frankly confessed his
ignorance : upon which Dr. Pentecost
added Then, T suppose, as a matter of
fact, being a scientitic man and a con-
scientious  sceptic, vou never use the
multiplication table !

“Oh, yes,” he replied, it proves itself
to be true by its work,”

“Then, my friend,” said the great
her, “leaving on one side all those
hair-splitting  questions  of  academic
science and criticism, shall we not be
allowed to say that we know that the
Bible is u work of absolute authority in
religion and morals—whether we know
its human authors or not —because it
works well in its own sphere, just as
the multiplication table works well and
truly in its sphere "




|
|
|
|

e

i

132

ORIGIN AND GROWTH OF THE
EPWORTH LEAGUE.

HE story of the
worth

origin of the Ep

League has been told so
frequently that it is not necessary
It is well
known that the League was organized on
May 15th, 1880, in the City of Clevel
by the

|..-u|‘|. 8 societies

to oceupy much space with it

el
amalgamation  of five young
which had existed for
some years in the Methodist Episcopal
Church.  Many ditliculties
selves to the union of the

opposed them
but
npromise an
reached.  The
autiful Epworth Memavial church has

ocieties,

by prayer, discussion, and ¢
a last

reement  was at

been erected on the spot 1o commemoraty
the I'he

society ¢ very first,

happy  consummation
from the
wed in numbers with amazing
In Canada the history of the
League dates from October, 1889, when
launched
at a great meeting
held in the Met
ropolitan church,
Toronto, called to
gether largely
through the influ
e of Rev, Dr
ithrow. The
first wis
organized in Bar
rie, by Rev. R, N
Burns, which is
still in a flourish
ing condition
Previous to the
introduction of
the Leag

new
caught on,
and iner
rapidity

it was

League

, young

people’ iz
tions of various
kinds existed in
the Methodist

Church, quite a
number being so
cietiesof Christian
Endeavor. The
members of the
latter were natu
rally greatly at
tached to this in
terdenominational
movement, and
many were
willing to sur
der in favor
the Epworth League A happy
out of the difficulty was suggested hy
Rev. A. M. Fhillips, who proposed that
o which

come Epworth Leagues of Chris
thus har
the denominational organi

not

WiLy

our  so chose to do =0
might |
tian
mony

Endeavor, being in
with

zation, and at the same time in hearti-

est fellowship with the interdenomina
tional. The
expected to be carried out without some
little friction in places, but on the whole
it has worked well

By reference to the figures published
on another page it will be seen that the
development of the Les
steady and constant.  Every year has
witnessed a gratifying incr
bers, and in practical usefulness, until we

rangement could not he

e has  been

ase in numn

now have nearly 2000 societies and more
han 80,000 members, which, of course,
neludes  Epworth Leagues, Epworth
Leagues of Christian Endeavor, and

THE CANADIAN

Although not inten
for money raising purposes, these socie
ted for various church

Junior Societies

ties last year colle

benevolences over 50,000,
The four departments of the League

provide for the development of our young

ple’s  talents directions.
culture of the heart life is the pur

we of the

in various

consecration service and the

weekly prayer meeting, which are gener
ally looked upon as the essential features
of the

be able to

organization It
that the

is pleasing to
state majority of
that these disting
ervices are better at
thus effe
ated st

weieties report
tively spirvitual

tended than any othe: tually

ment
direction

disproving the oft v
that the
of mere entertainment

Provision is made for intellectual train

tendeney is in the

ing in the Literary department, with its
The

diagrams on another page will show the

Bible study, and Reading Course
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A NEW FORCE.

A, M. PHILLIPS, B.D.¥

)

HE Epworth League is the orgunized
to the
our day,

application of a new foree

Methodist machinery ¢
and destined to render valuable
ance to the Church in accomplishing her
divine mission in the world.  This new
movement is not foreign to the historic
wenius of Methodism, but in perfect har
mony with her origin It should be
vemembered that the * Holy Club,
which was generated that
of spiritual and experimental Christianity
known as Methodism, was an organized
These young men

Assist-

from
vival

great v

band of young men
were bound together by rigid rules for
four things: more Bible knowledge,
more literary culture, more personal piety,
more practieal service. Methodism was
in its beginnings pre-eminently a young

men’s movement

EPWORTH MEMORIAL CHURCH, CLEVELAND, OHIO
EAECTED ON THE SPOT WHERE THE EPWORTH LEAGUE WAS ORGANIZED

wonderful record of our Reading Course
for the past four years. The aggressive
work of the League has been pushed to
such an extent that we have two
full-fledged * Forward Movements ”—one
for evangelistic work, and the other for
missionary each  of
has been a gratifying success

now

expansion which

Looking apon the vecord of the past

ten years as o whole we have every reason
to “thank God and take courage,’

AbMinar

Fariacer had for his motto
the words, “ The best defence against the
guns of the enemy is a well-directed fire,
This is an equally true and valuable motto
in spiritual matters.  The best shield
against temptation to do evil is to be
constantly employed in doing good.
Cold water will freeze more quickly than
that which is boiling, for there is less
heat to overcome. — Lookout.

m—

Its first achieve
ments resulted
from the enthu
siasm  of  conse-
crated young man-
hood.

The Methodist
Church in all her
history has been
not only the
Church of the
masses, but of the
_\nlllll__'ln'ul)l!'. l'l‘l'
great

infusion

blood

ranks,
Epworth
League is a re-
production of the
spirit and purpose

constant
of young
into

The

of the *“Holy
Club,” of 1720-37.
The four things
aimed at by these
original * Meth
odists” are the
four things aimed
at by the young
Methodism of this
continent, banded
together in the

Epworth League. It is a revivifica-
tion of the Oxford brotherhood of a
century and a half ago, eclothing it

in the habiliments of the nineteenth
century, and sending it forth to work
with the methods of this practical
age. In our Canadian Epworth League
constitution, with its four departments
of Christian Endeavor, Religious Work,
Literary Work, and Social Work, we
believe that we have most nearly at-
tained the ideal aim of those four young
men who constituted the original Holy
Club.

We dare to pronounce it the best sys
tem of organization for Christian young
people yet proyided. It avoids one-sided
culture and provides for the symmetrical
development of the whole man. Our

* This article was written by Brother Phillips
in 1891, As a prophetic utterance it is parti
cularly interesting to place alongside of Dr.
Withrow's contribution written a few days ago.




May,

gue is truly denominational — “a
vy Methodist
to build up

may do more

movement de
Methodism, that
effective work
in building up the cause of Christ every
where.” It is also grandly interdenomi
national, providing for the atfiliation of
ind co-operation with all young peoples
societies that ave organized to work * for
Christ and the Church.,” By our consti
tution our young people may not only be
‘nintegral part of this great Methodist
movement, 6,000 Leagues
and more than 300,000 members, but also
1 branch of that Christian
Endeavor movement, in which the young
people of all denominations are engaged
in the great work of uplifting humanity,
with its 13,000 societies and 784,000
members,  Just think of it! Over 300,
000 young Methodists on this continent
formed in a ¢
sive with every
What shall be

at army of Christian cadets im
bued with the spirit of Bishop
Simpson's  memorable ntterance
“We live to make our own Church
L power in the land, while we live
other Church that

with its over

world-wide

league, offensive and defen
soldier of Jesus Christ.”

he outcome of this

to love every
exalts our Christ

Realize, if you can, the power of
the more than one million Chris
tian young and
America, organized for the promo.
tion of personal Christian life
and the doing of aggressive Chris
tian work,  Hear the tramp,
teamp of this great army, from
Alaska to Mexico, from New-
foundland to  British Columbia,
marching to the music and enthu
siasm  of **Onward, Christian
Soldiers,” .nd imbued with the
spirit of Miss Havergal's hymn of
conseeration.

Imagine the future, when this
army shall have more than doubled
on this continent, when its bat-
talions shall be found in every
land, when its bugle call to rlnl\
shall not cease to echo around the
world, and when its sweet Mizpah
“God be with you till we meet
again,” shall not die away in all the
earth.  “What shall the harvest
be " of the seeds of Christian truth
and manly virtue sown in this
young humanity ! As we look out into
the darkness of discouraged Christian
effort, with such a future before us, and
call to the watcher above the portals of
Zion, “ Watchman, what of the night!?”
we hear in clear, courageous, and encour-
ing tones, “The morning cometh.” Yes,
it is coming. It has come. But what of
the noon-day glory and meridian splendor
of the Church of the future, when her
ranks shall be filled and her posts manned,
not by new recruits or self drilled soldiers,
but by organized and disciplined men
and women, trained in and for systematic
Christian work ?

This organization of the young people
of Christendom for the promotion of
Christian life and effort is the great event
of the nineteenth century Christianity,
and must be utilized by our Methodismn
if we are to make the most of our oppor-
tunities, With our young men and
women subscribing to and living out,

men women of
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“Taking Christ as my example and
trusting in the help of the Holy Spirit,
I promise that 1 will nuluunu to learn
and do my Heavenly the
Methodist Chureh of + will far
surpass the record of past in work
done and character produced

will,

TEN YEARS' FROGRESS.

BY REV. W. Il WITHROW, D.D

HE tenth anniversary of the forma
tion of the Epworth
Cleveland, Ohio, on
15 a very significant

League in
May  15th,
milestone for
Ien years in the
life of an individual is a good deal, but

1889,

measuring its progress

in the life of a great organization, destined

endur the
Chureh of it is a
in that

we beli # as
o on ¢ ml. shall last,

comparatively short period.  Yet
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broaden the Christian's horizon by a
larger culture in the world of thought
and expression, and elop vital piety
by devotional services and tender minis-
try and Christly work.'
numbering the® tribes of our
spiritual Israel is not the best method of
Judg its worth and work. Has it
inereased the quantity and improved the
quality of Christian service ! Of this
Its consecra
seasons  of
spiritual power and blessing. But per-
sonal consecration is the beginning and
not the end of its holy purpose. 1t has
translatec into  work Not
pietism or quietism, but doing
God and his Church has
noble ideal —not merely to
to God for personal help, but
the fallen, to remember the
to visit the forsaken, to seek
and to save that which was lost
The age in which we live

erely

there can be no question

tion meetings have been

devotion
mere
something for
been its
“look up

» “lift up
forgotten,

METROPOLITAN CHURCH, TORONTO

WHERE THE CANADIAN EPWORTH LEAGUE WAS LAUNCHED.

short decade what marvellous progress
has been made! Tt is probable that not less
than two million earnest young souls in
the United States and Canada, and in
the Methodist mission fields of foreign
lands, have been enrolled in the goodly
fellowship of the Epworth League. The
little one has become a thousand, the
small one a great nation. It is the
Lord’s doings and is marvellous in our
1‘_“!‘).

But mere growth in numbers would
count for little unless these millions of
young people were i red with nobler
ideals and greater moral earnestness,
Has this been the case with the Epworth
League! Thank God, that question is
easily answered in the strong aflirmative.

The League is true to the historic
genius of Methodism. Tt is specifically
religious in its spirit. It seeks to pro-
mote spiritual life by Bible study, by
Christian fellowship and testimony, “to

demands an intelligent Chris-
tianity. The Epworth League
seeks to create such a type of
religion, It has led to a deeper
study of the heroic history and
noble traditions of Methodism
than our young people ever
had before. It has led, in large
degree, to & more generous cul
ture, a more thorough study of
the Word and works of God
than has been their wont, It
has substituted in many homes
for desultory, frivolous, or per-
nicious reading well digested
and thoughtful courses of study.
It has especially widened the
horizon of missionary sympathy.
It has led our young people to
lift up their eyes and see the
fields white unto the harvest in
our own and other lands i
developing a missionary
unknown before. It s,
believe, stimulating many
devote themselves to the service
of Christ and of His Church,
and to more fully prepare and
equip themselves for Christian
work.

Has the League done all that
it might have done, or should
have done?! No, for the League
is composed of human units,
with human limitations. Neither, o
the same reason, has the Church of
God in any age done all that it might
and should have done. But in a short
ten years it has accomplished more than
the most sanguine dreamer could have
dreamed. It has organized the young
life and young blood of Methodism for
grander service and for broader culture
than they have ever known before. It
has led to a study of the social problems
of the times and of the means for their
solution—the application of the Golden
Rule in all the relations of life. It has
cultivated a tenderer sympathy and a
broader fraternity with all who love our
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth.
And, true to its motto, it desires to form
a solemn league and covenant with every
soldier of the Cross. It has led many to
become heralds of salvation in their own
land and in the high places of the mission
field. It has led multitudes into lives of
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deeper consecration, of waiting before
God in the daily quiet hour, and of work-
ing for God in the activities of life. It
has led to generous givings to the cause
of God and to prayer and self denial
for the extension of His kingdom

It has proved an antidote to the spirit
of worldliness which is menacing the
Church. It is leading consecrated hosts
to confess Christ, to bear His reproach.
It is placing before them nobler ambitions
than to be mere frivolous worldlings
holier pleasures than the dissipations of
so-called “society,” It is an antitoxin to
the microbe of fashion which threatens
the spiritual life of Methodism.

What of the future of the League!
The future, we believe, will be as the
past and yet mor undant. Tt will, in
good Methodist phrase, strive to “go on
to perfection.” Tt will correct its mis

takes, improve its methods, deepen its

young enthusiasm and Christian zeai of
its members

What are the needs of the League!
They are the needs of the whole Church

a richer baptism of the Divine Spirit ;
a tenderer svmpathy with the Divine
love; & fuller consecration to Divine
service, The machinery of the League is
well nigh perfect. What is wanted is the
richer manifestation of the Spirit of the
Holy One in the midst of the wheels, as
in the prophet’s vision by the river of
Chebar.

The members of the League need to
comply still mor ith the exhorta-
tion of Paul to young Timothy: “ Give
attention to reading "—to the careful and
systematic study of the Word of God, to
devout and prayerful study of the works
of God and of his dealings with the race,

and “what He suffers to be wrought
with High Providence in His Church,
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Growth of the Epworth League
in the Methodist Ehurch,
%% Canada, during the
past ten years,

1894

120 Leagues, 6,120 Members.
18,053
20,449
1804 — 1,032 47,176

1895 —
1806 — 1,6
1897 — 1,826 79,682
1898 - 1,047 81,935
1899 — Returns not yet received.

Leagues, 62,877 Members.
75,309 "

consecration and achieve still nobler
results.

What are its perils! Its perils are
such as are common to us all—the peril
of letting the fine gold become dim ; of
Jetting rust corrode its machinery; of
letting its fresh young enthusiasm become
cooled; of letting its moral earnestness
relax.

There is, too, the peril of partial isola-
tion from the organism of the Church-
of becoming a little ** kingdom within a
kingdom.” The League is not *the
young people’s church,” but an integral
part of the true and indivisible Church
of God. It is indeed a brigade of the
gmt army of the living God, but it
ollows the one great Captain. It marches
beneath the one banner of the Cross to
fight against one common foe. Tt must
be co-ordinated with all the other depart-
ments of church life and church work.
Its devotional meetings must not be
rvivals of the prayer service and class
meeting. Every service of the church
should be the brighter, the better for the

the deeds and triumphs of just and pious
nations doing valiantly through faith
against the enemies of Christ.”

With these enduements of power and
wisdom the League shall become more
than ever a great aggressive agency for
promoting the kingdom of God among
men. Its members shall receive richer
charisms of goodness and grace. 8o shall
the words of the prophet be fulfilled :
“And it shall come to pass that I shall
pour out my spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and daughters shall prophesy.”
No shall the garden of the Lord spread
fair and stately. So shall the temple of
God rise goodly and grand. 8o shall our
sons be as plants grown up in their youth.
So shall our daughters be as corner-
stones polished after the similitude of a
palace.

Toronto, Ont.

Ir your lot seems a hard one, go to
work and spade it up, and cultivate it
till it is nice and mellow.

May, 1800—6

SPIRITUAL WGRK.

BY BISHOP NINDE.

HERE is a real, though subtle, dis-
tinction between what we call
humane charities and  strictly

spiritual work.  Many quite worthy
people are ready to aid in feeding the
hungry and clothing the naked, who can-
not comprehend the duty or utility of
ministering to men’s souls or promoting
the invisible kingdom of Christ. With
a clearer sense of proportion and the
“eternal fitness of things,” the founders
of the Epworth League made spiritual
work the crown of all their aims and en-
deavors. It isinteresting and heartening
to know that, while now and then a
chapter may be found in our vast brother-
hood where a notable, perhaps a wither.
ing, decline in the spiritualities is evi-
dent, yet, quite universally soul culture,
and the blessed activities which proceed
therefrom, are richly manifest. The
weekly devotional meeting is the magnet
which above all others attracts our Ep-
worthians. There is a warm response to
the call for personal consecration. There
is a growing and chivalrous devotion to
the Man of Galilee, A consuming zeal
for soul-winning is becoming a mighty
and pervasive force. The sentiment is
growing in the youthful church that es-
tranged souls are to be reconciled to God
not so much through religious campaigns
and official visitations as by *he magnet-
ism of personal appeal—friendly over-
sight. repeated and unyielding striving.
To follow “in His steps,” who came
primarily to seek and save the lost,
should be the thrilling motive of our
lives. And with such an impulse we
shall not be slow to lift up our eyes and
behold the distant fields. Great political
changes are sure to occur, and speedily
too, in the old empires. Who can doubt
that these will turn out for the further-
ance of the gospel ! We should be swift
to enter the doors providentially opened.
We are already moving our lines forward.
Let us not fail to “keep the splendid
pace we have set for ourselves.”

EPWORTH LEAGUE IN FOREIGN
LANDS.

B Members.
10,500
600

Country. Chapters,
Mexico
South America .
Italy ....o000
Norway
Sweden .
Denmark . .. .
Finland .. ......
China and Japan
Korea ..oovose
Hawaii.. ...
Liberia ...
Total . 22,105

17 is as important to know when to be
silent as when to speak. Socrates is said
to have asked a very talkative young man
a double price for a course of lessons on
oratory. When asked why he charged
double the answer was, * Because I must
teach you two sciences—one, how to be
silent ; the other, how to speak.”
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Have Expectations
Been Met? ot o

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH

Opinions from
LEADING

s MINISTERS

| AND

i LAYMEN

OHOHOH OROROROAOHOAORCH ORORORD DHOR0HD

HE tenth anniversary of the Ep
worth League affords a convenient
opportunity to take stock of its

practical value to the Church. With
this end in view the editor of this paper
has asked a number of representative
ministers and laymen of our Church to
contribute to a symposium on the subject.
The following letter was sent out to about
forty persons.

“DEsk Brotuer,—The Epworth  League
will be tey s old on May 15th,  Although
still young it has perhaps lived long enough for
the Chuceh to ave a fairly aceurs ea of its
value.  May [ ask you to be so kind as to give
me your opinion on the following points :

1. Has the Epworth League fulpilled the ex
prectations of the Church

What do you  think

seeknees ?

are its principal
What are its strongest points ?
4. To what lines of
youny people xhonle
tion during the next o

flort do you think our
ally dirvect their atten

Lam anxious to make some use of your reply
in the anniversary number of T
Evworru Era, and would be glad t
you within a couple of w

publish your name.

This letter was not mailed simply to
those who were known to be favorably
inclined toward the League, but was sent
principally to Presidents of Conferences,
ex-Presidents, Chairmen of Districts, etc.,
and to a few laymen who have had good
opportunities of judging the results of
the young people’s movement. Several
to whom we wrote did not reply, but the
letters of those who have answered con-
tain much that is interesting and sugges-
tive. Here are some extracts :

““MissioNs axp Epucarion,”

1 heartily congratulate you and the
whole Church upon the tenth anniver
sary of the Epworth League. We ol
feel proud of the growth and healn
religious influence of our latest
nexional child.

1. Has the Epworth League fulfillu
the expectations of the Church? Yes,

2. What do you think are its principal
weaknesses ! Perhaps a slight tendency
to keep aloof from the general social
church services,

3. What are its strongest points? (a)
Loyalty to Christ; (b) Enthusiasm for
missions ; (¢) Practical, or applied Chris-
tianity.

4. To what lines of effort do you think
our young people should specially direct
their attention during the next decade !
Missions and education. Our intelligent
young people should be in sympathesic

: 1

Laie e

“FurrinLen 1o A Goon Decrer.”

1. T do not know just what expec
tations the Church may have cherished,
but I think that the League has fulfilled
te a great degree the expe
friends and promote

Weak points ! Talking of o
cration without realizing what it means,
and rarely, or never, getting within sight
of self-denial. '

3. Strong points?  Uniting  young
people for Christian service, educating
them in methods of work, and fostering
the ev istic spirit by the Forward
Movement for Missions.

4. Special effort should be directed to
the deepening of spiritual life ; revival

ERA.
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spiritual culture, and the separation of
young people from the other meetings of
the Church

3. Its strongest points are: getting
young people accustomed to the sound of
their own voice in testimony ; developing
self-reliance in the conduct of religious
meetings and church business ; and edu
cating them in systematic and propor-
tionate giving

1. For the future: in addition to the
regular means, personal piety shoald be
developed by the reading for private
devotional purposes such lives as those of
Bramwell, Stoner, Carvosso, Hester Ann
R« , and other like worthies ; de-
veloping the intellectual life through the
Epworth League Reading Course ; help-
ing the pastor in looking out for and
caring for the poor; so far as possible
taking part in everything of a eivie or
political nature which will promote clean
public morals, and especially the prohi
bition of the liquor traffic; and pushing
forward with might and main the evan-
gelization of the whole world.

Rev. J. 8. Ross, D.D,,
Secretary of General Conference,

Growh of Epworth

1897-98

1898-99

League Reading
Qourse, 1896-97

1895-96

1895-96
1. Lifeof John Wesley.
2 My Brother and 1.
3. The Firm Founda
tion of Christian
Faith.
4. The Life of Christ,

1896-97

1. Life and Conduet.
2. Torchbearers of
Christendom. |

3, Barbara Heck.
. Modern Missions.
ctod Chapters,

1897.98

L Social Law of Ser.
viee.

2. Architects of Fate.
ur Lord’s Teach
ing A, Fairy) of Selence

1. With the Poets. 1. Everyday Religion.

1898-99

I Making of the Em.
pire.
2 Makers of Method

sher Christian work in their own

borhoods, especially on the line of

nal intercourse with individuals

wer than public addresses; and the

witivation of an intelligent and earnest

missionary spirit.
Rev. A, Surnertasp, D.D.,
Missionary Secretary.

“ ReAsoNABLE Expgctations Mer.”

1. The Church ten years ago, and long
before, sadly needed such an organi-
zation, and it has done the work, and
promoted the spiritual growth which
could have been reasonably expected
from it. At first it was supposed to have
solved the vexed question of doubtful

touch with ed lly, and par-
156 5 ‘totail

hing to do, but 1 fear there islately

ticularly with the educ
aries and pastors.
Rev. Joux Porrs, D.D.,
Secretary of Education,

a slight reaction in some places.

2. Its principal weaknesses are : a ten-
dency to run to entertainments rather
than the promotion of intellectual and

by giving the young people *

“Nor EsmireLy 8o.”

An ex-president of one of our Con-
ferences writes as follows :—

1. Not entirely so. The church per-
haps expected too much, as there was such
a craze just then along this line. On the
other hand it has fulfilled measurably
all reasonable expectations.

2. Too much like a rope of sand—there
is much organization but not the s:rong
bond of Christian unity,  Even at the
social meetings of the League there is
too much, of a tendency for the older
members to get together in groups and
have a good time, to the neglect of the
newer members and strangers. (a) Non-
work on the part of the various com-
mittees. They are in too many instances,
only paper committees, and the month
rolls round and nothing is done. (5) Not
keeping the spiritual ever to the front.
The League becomes worldly and loses its
grasp on the spiritual,
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3. (a) Organization. (h) The fact that
it helps every department of Church
work. (¢) Has its general secretary and
its own paper. (d) The fact that the
chief aim of the League is spiritual.

4. All the departments are important,
not one of them should be neglected, but
it strikes me that evangelistic lines of
effort should be specially cultivated.

“Pag Curcn 18 SURPRISED."”

1. T do not know what the Church ex-
wected, but 1 do know that it is surprised.
he consecrated  energies of young
Methodism have now found their divinely
A?puinlnl expression in the life of the
Church with a rapidity, a naturalness,
and a promise of permanency beyond all
expectation. It has fulfilled many a
promise of blessedness, dispelled every
fear of disaster, and has still a goal be
ond it of which it may be said, “ Eye
th not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath
it entered into the heart of man to con
ceive.”

2. (a) Too much machinery run for the
sake of winning; (/) A practical losing
sight of the supreme aim of soul-winning ;
() Fine dress parades.  Blank cartridges
abundant ; not enough kneedrill ; and
hand-to-hand encounter with the enemy.

3. (a) Ttis a grand rallying point for
the young people of Methodism. (h) Its
divine commission to answer the question
of every young convert, Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do!”  (¢) Its educative
influences toward a more ideal expression
of the Christ character in all the relation-
ships of life.

4. The people called Metnodists have
but one business, namely, to save men
from sin at home, abroad, everywhere in
John Wesley's parish.

Rev. Jous W, Savsny, B.A,,
Port Arthur, Ont.

“Do wor Give us axy Moke

MacHiNery,”

1. I cannot tell what the “expecta-
tions of the Church ” were concerning the
Epworth League.  The League has met
my expectations, and [ find it a pleasant
duty to work with the young people.

2. From what 1 see and know, one
danger is the development of a sectional
spirit in the Church. Young people re-
gard their meeting as all important, the
general prayer meeting as belonging to
the older people. They are very active
in the League, but do not feel tiw same
responsibility to take part in other public
services, in many cases, not even attend-
ing them. This may not be found in all

places.

3. The League has strong points: (a)
It has developed the piety of our young
people ; (b) It has aroused a genuine en-
thusiasm in religious work ; (c) They
are studying the Bible as never before ;
(d) The “ Reading Circle " is leading to
systematic, thorough investigation, and
will strengthen a love for valuable books ;
(¢) The Leagues are becoming more
and more Ifish, and the missionary
zeal has led them up to the point of sacri-

fice,
4. During the “ next decade !” Let us

not for something novel or new.
‘Work the new born zeal and the conse-

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

crated love of our young people’s hearts
along the lines where evidently the
spirit of God is now leading them. (a)
Emphasize Bible study. (b)) More mem
bers of the League must be persuaded to
join the Reading Cirele. (e) Associate
members must be encouraged to step for-
ward into active membership. (d)
Where ticable have reading rooms,
bright and che spen every night, well
supplied with magazines, ete., by the con
gregation.  (¢) Do not give us any more
machinery.
Rev. A. Laxarorn, D.D,,
Orangeville.

“More Like Jesus,

1. Yes, the reasonable expectation of
the Church has been met. Some League
have had a hard time to live, and sor
have died. The reason was, there
no life around them, so it would be '
sonable to expect anything but wth
there

2. The same as the Chur
of consecratadd, Holy Ghost
headed youn;r men and women,

3. (a) The inly desire evinced by so
many young peo le to save souls ; ()
A great point over the Y. M.C.A in hav-
ing both sexes working hand in hand.

1. We should seek to be more like
Jesus. We all want to be brought close
to Him, and to be taught how to bring
others, Mg, C. P. Hovrox,

Belleville, Ont.

vant
level-

“ ALwavs A Revivan Meemive.”

An ex-President sends the following
answers :

1. Yes, the League has fulfilled my
expectation.

2. The League has no particular weak-
ness; but its members have this weak-
ness—that success turns their heads, and
they soon come to think they own the
church, and are impatient with the more
solid and conservative officers of the
church.

3. In my charges the League is always
a strong factor in the church, because I
keep it in spiritual work, and insist that
its existence is for soul saving, and
character building. We put special em-
phasis on the monthly roll-call and con-
secration service, and it is always with
us a “revival meeting” In all my
charges the League has increased in num-
bers and power.

“Tue Younc MEN oF METHODISM FOR
Curist.”

1. Whether or not the Epworth
League may be said to have fulfilled the
expectations cherished concerning it, one
cannot but rejoice in what God has
wrought its instr lity.
The League has certainly justified its
existence, and now gives us good reason
to hope for greater things in the time to
come.

4. In response to this question I would
suggest :— (a) The faithful and ener-
getic working of the Christian Endeavor
department for the development of intel-
ligent and vigorous spiritual life. ()
Select the most gifted and godly mem-
bers to manage the social and literary
departments, that these may contribute
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as much as possible to the work of win
ning souls. (¢) Systemati: Bible study,
to give substance and solidity to Christ-
ian character. (/) Seek to deepen, in
tensify, and extend the Young People's
Forward Movement for Missions. (¢)
The putting forth of special effort to
secure the conversion of young men and
their consecration tn the service of
Christ.  Let the rallying cry of the next
decade be “The Young Men of Metho-
dism for Christ.”
Rev. G. J. Bisnop,
Brampton, Ont.

“Lines or STrRENGTH AND UsBPULNESS.”

1. The Epworth League has attained
to a development far beyond all reason-
able expectation,

2. Among its weaknesses, the chief one
is its diffuseness, Its objects are stated
too profusely, and its pledge is too much
devoted to particulars, The aim of such
an institution should be one, and the
pledge should be so pointed, so brief, and
so full of consecration that no room
would be left for prohibitions.  The
pledge should have a direct and practical
bearing on the life of the members as a
universal principle of conduct. Tt should
be a part of the daily consciousness of
every Leaguer, and the medium of in-
spivation to the whole society. The Ep-
worth League certainly lessens attend-
ance at class meeting, but as it is a suit-
able substitute, and more than fills its
place, this is not a weakiess.

1. The highest hopes of the Epworth
League are to be realized during the next
decade by working along lines of strength
and usefulness, We need another move-
ment such as the Wesleys started under
the divine guidance in old Oxford. This
new movement, like the old one, should
commence in our universities, Let the
scholarly powers of our Church be conse-
crated even more zealously to the study
of methods whereby our land shall be
delivered from the curse of partisanship
and placed under the sway of God and
His righteousness. Let our closets and
corridors everywhere be filled with an
atmosphere of prayer. Let personal
power from the infinite sources be our
only dependence, and the next century
shall not be as thie for the Epworth
League, nor, indeed, for the Church at
large. Dr. A. D. Warsox,

Toronto, Ont.

“DovpLep DiLiGENCE 18 PERsONAL
Work.”

1. 1 think the Epworth League has to
a great extent fulfilled the expectations
of the Church during the past ten years.
Some may be a little disappointed, who
thought when it was first organized that
it would live but a short time and accom-
plish little. Those who expected more
than it has accomplished must have had
high aims, which will no doubt be more
than realized during the next decade.

2. 1 think the constitution and plans
of work are good. If there is any weak-
ness, it is, that the individual members
of individual societies do not live up to
what they have promised. To take a
pledge and fail to keep it will have a
weakening tendency.
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3. It opens up a splendid field to train
the young people in active Christian
work and intelligent loyalty to our be-
loved Methodism. It is a wonderful
inspiration to systematic Bible study, and
goes a long way to solve the problem of
liow to save our young people from sin
ful amusements. The Epworth League
has given our young people something
better in which to engage. Lives filled
with Christian work yield more pleasure
than all the questionable amusements of
earth.  Christian training in our Epworth

ague, and active employment under its
direction will make our young people
strong for Christ and the Church.

1. We should continue to do all we
have been doing, with increased effort
on missionary lines, and doubled diligence
in doing personal work for God. More
souls should be won for Christ in our
Epworth League meetings.

Rev. T. 1. Bartiey,
Collingwood, Ont,

“SeeciaL TraiNiNg NEgoep.”

1. T do not think the Epworth League
has fulfilled the expectation of the Church,
Perhaps too much was expected.

2. T think its principal weakness is a
want of proper training on the part of the
young people for the varied and important
duties of the work thrust upon them. T
believe the Epworth League movement
is a magnificent one, but it will require,
in order to its success, provisions, far-
reaching and efficient, for the training of
our young people in the best methods of
work. A person requires training in
order to see both the work to he done and
the best methods of doing it efliciently.
Without this there must be constant
failure and discouragement. This work
is being done in some measure for the
Sabbath schools by means of Normal
Classes. It is also done for the
Y.M.C.A.’s by training secretaries, and it
ought to be done for our Leaguers by
special arrangements made to meet their
special work. A | our young men pre
paring for the munistry ought to have
special preparation to fit them to train
League workers on their circuits,

3. Its strong point is its complete
organization. It is all ready for work,
organized to cover a large field of impor-
tant enterprise. Let some one show them
what to do and how to do it, and let
them but begin to taste the delights of
actual achievement and the work is
accomplished.

4. Tt seems to me that the energies of
our great Epworth League could most
appropriately be directed to (a) Building
up and strengthening their own local
churches ; (b) Extendin
ing our work at home—i.e., what is called
our domestic mission work. This done
the Church would be strong for carrying
on her foreign mission work; (¢) Helping
on our Sabbath school work. Without
a strong church at home we cannot do
vigorous work abroad. Without our
young life in the Church directing i
energies to the building up of the church
at home I do not see how we can have a
strong church at home,

Rev. J. F. Berrs,
President British Columbia Conference,
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“A Varvasne Hewp”

1. I scarcely think it has.  In nunivers
it made great progress at tirst —part ly by
absorbing several young peoples’ societies,
and also by the formation of Leagues in
places where nothing of the kind had
previously existed. But it has been
found ditticult to » Leagues together
In some places their constant reovganiza
tion is a necessity, In the work accom
plished not many are satistied that the
League movement has realized all the
expectations of its early supporters.  Yet

in many churches it has been a valuable
help.
9

iplying meetings and agencies,

the younger members and
elements in the church from the older and
more experienced. In many instances
the members of the Leagues, not being
able to attend the church jrayer meetings
and class meeting, have loynlly stood by
the League at the expense of the estab
lished and well-tried agencies of the
Church. Then, by the young people
largely withdrawing from the fellowship
of the older members, both old and young
have been injured. It is better for the
Church, as in the home, that there should
be a mingling of youth and energy, and
age and experience,

3. Its promotion of sociability in the
church, and also the stimulus that it has
given many to intellectual pursuits.
Methodism, unlike other Churches, had in
its class meetings and social services
abundant provision for the spiritual
development of its youngest members.
The League could not help us much in
this direction, yet here is where the
young peoples’ movement has been most
helpful in the other Churches.

4. Have no pronounced opinion, but
think that the missionary root principle
of Methodism should receive chief atten-
tion. Rev. GEORGE STEEL
St. John, N.B.

“Has Stirrep e Chnuvren.”

A prominent layman of the Hamilton
Conference writes

L. T would say in reply to question one
that I do not know that the Church had
formed or entertained any expectations
from the League. It must be acknow
ledged, however, that the young peoples’
movement through the League and the
Endeavor has very considerably stirred
up the Church.

2. 1 am somewhat suspicious that the
literary and social departments are con-
ducted in such a manner as to be weak
points, whilst if they are guided wnd
conducted aright they may be made very
strong points, Less literary and social
work, and more time and effort spent
upon the evangelistic and spiritual work
would be found more profitable and
conducive to success.

1. (a) I think the most desirable field
for our young people to enter for the
remaining few years of the nineteenth
century would be the missionary, and in
direct line and in harmony with the
Missionary Society of the Methodist
Church. (4) I think that the next most
desirable field for our young people to
enter upon would be the inauguration of
plans and methods for the evangelization
of the Sunday schools of the Church.
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The promotion of better preparation,
better teaching, and universal and sysie-
matic Bible study with a view to better
Christian work.  These are two lines
upon which 1 should like to see our young
people enter with all their hearts and
souls, and 1 have every confidence that
great blessing would be sure to follow
their united and earnest efforts.

“Berrer Croizessmie.”

l. The answer to this question de-
pends on what the Church expected.
If it expected dissension and strife its
expectations have not been fulfilled. 1f
it expected the old time revival to break
out, its expectations have not been ful-
filled.  1f it expected that thousands of
young men and women would not only
become istians, but better Christians,
its expectations ought to be satistied.

2. The weakness of the Epworth
League is in its numbers, The best and
most lasting work cannot be done in large
meetings. John Wesley was about right
when he divided members of the Church
into class-meeting bodies of twelve souls.
The ideal real meeting is one in which
all may take part ; in which all may sit
down quietly together and talk over their
helps and hindrances from all standpoints,

socially, intellectually, spiritually. The
sooner the League divides its members
into companies of twelve, each company
meeting once a week, and the whole
meeting once a month, the better.

3. Its enthusiasm, its goodness, its de-
velopment of strong young men, able to
take their stand for the right in and out
of church.

4. A better citizenship amongst church
members.  The problems of church
government,—her debts, her pastorate, its
length. The advisability of having six
ministers in a church like the Metropoli-
tan, of Toronto. “Heart work” is the
work that will tell in the future. The
present pastor of a large congregation
never comes into touch and sympathy
with the young men. If they are to be
added to the church, some one must visit
and sympathize with the men—young
and old,  Above all, a simple, Christlike
goodness, and the doing of it.

Mg. J. R. L. Starg,
Toronto, Ont.

“AN Arw or Powkr."”

I have been closely connected with
League work since its organization in the
Church, and have no hesitation in saying
that T believe

1. It has fulfilled the reasonable ex-
pectations of the Church, where its
principles have been faithfully applied.
It has been my happiness to find it a
wonderful help in my work among the
young. In my present church it is an
arm of power both spiritually and finan-
cially, and a live factor in every branch
of the church’s work.

2. It has possibly weakened the young
people’s attendance at class, which the
League meeting has in some measure
superseded,

3. Its strong points (a) Personal con-
secration and the spirit’s baptism for
Chnistian service ; (4) the constitutional
relation of the League as an integral part
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of the Church; (¢) upon
church membership as a condition of
active membership in the | ue, and
the importance of a clearly ¢ od religi
ous experience as essential to the growth
and expansion of Christian character.

4, 1 believe that if the officers and
members will cultivate unreserved con
secration to God, a single eye for his
glory, and faithful, unseltish work for the
good of others, the Epworth League will
grow intoa most potent instrumentality
for the progress of our young Methodists’
manhood * for Christ and the Church.”

Rev. Jony Kay,
Oakville, Ont.

insistence

“In A Most ExcouraGING MEASURE.

1. I believe it has. Tuanswering thus
T assume that the expectation of the
Church was the increase of fellowship, co-
operation, enthusiasm, and effort for
Christ on the part of the young people.
This certainly has been secured, not in the
largest sense, but in a most encouraging
measure.

2, In individual cases the weaknesses
doubtless are: (a) A tendency to form.
The desire to fulfil the pledge, which is
exceedingly binding, may tend to routine,
by which the mere letter of the pledge is
met and conscience satisfied, and a
formal and superficial life may be de-
veloped instead of the experimental.
This needs to be guarded. * Confessing
Christ ” should be a willing act, the
prompting of the heart and not a con-
straint. (b) A tendency to exclusiveness.
Young people becoming content with
their League service and neglecting other
means of grace, Then a marked separ-
ation would arise between the older and

ounger elements in the church. 1 rejoice
in saying that I have not found that in
my relation to the young people ; yet in
every convention and gathering of
Leagues we have the word of lament
over this tendency. Such conditions
would be fatal to success, (c) 4 tendency
to mere routine. Pleasant gatherings,
abundance of song, plenty of machinery,
but little done. No report of progress—
nothing aggressive for Christ. Pastors
and Leagues need to ask the cause. (d)
A tendency to preferences that might result
injuriously. In the counsels of the
Church the young people are having in-
creased voice and power. We hail this
with satisfaction and pleasure. If, how-
ever, it should result in prejudice or in-
jury to any brother in our ministerial
ranks simply on the ground of years, it
would become a serious wrong.  Prefer-
ences based on age are not always the
safest and wisest. It is soul that tells.
Some are miserably old and tame at
thirty, and some are delightfully young
and vigorous at sixty-fiveandevenseventy.

3. Strong points are: (a) Cultivating
fellowship among the Christian young
people of the same church. (b) Develop-
ing the “ witnessing " spirit for Christ,
(¢) Intensifying personal effort for souls.
(d) Deepening zeal in missionary and
temperance work. (¢) Uniting the forces
of young Methodism in any aggressive
movement for the well-being of the
Church or state,

4. Attention should
To the Forward

be given:
Movement  in

(a)
zeal,
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consecration, and systematic giving to
missions and missionary support. (h)
To the *Evangelistic Movement” in
deeper personal piety, more careful and
consecutive study of the Word of God,
and increased devotion to soul-saving. (¢)
To the * Reading Course,” furnishing the
mind through this source, and developing
its powers by such literary work as may

arranged in the League pro-
grammn v this is overlooked. ()
To developing a true connerional spirit
among the Leagues. Too many live
within themselves and have but little
sympathy with connexional movements,
(#) To reaching the youny people yet out-
side. The greater number of youth in
many churches are as yet untouched by
the League. Let the next decade wit
ness a great victory here; it can be
secured by piety, consistency, and fidelity.
The life of a faithful and bright young
Christinn will win for the Cross. (/) To
the circulation of the CANADIAN EpworTH
Era, a paper worthy of all commen ion,
and which should find a place in every
Canadian home where there are young
people. It will educate in patriotism,
Christian intelligence, and spiritual zeal.
Let the next decade roll up a circulation
proportionate to the number of Epworth
League members, and immense good in
every way will follow!

The Epworth League movement is of
God. It has proved the divinity of its
origin, and the Christlike character of its
purpose.  Its glorious mission has but
begun, Rev. J. Puie, D.D.,

8t. Thomas, Ont.

“ Deveror e MisstoNary Seimir.”

A prominent pastor in one of our
Conferences writes as follows:—-* Has the
League fulfilled the expectations of the
Church ! That of course depends on
what the Church expected. Noone will
question the great work it has done, in
bringing in and developing many workers,
in giving an increased incentive to Bible
study, and thus leading many into a
higher life.  But for the number of
societies, for the efforts put forth, for the
place given it in our church work, the
results are, so far as can be seen, very
meagre indeed,

A few have taken part in active work,
and have accordingly been helped, but
there is a great lack of development in
the younger and weaker members. The
mass come and go without taking any
part or doing any work, Unless these
younger and weaker members are in
training how can we expect them to grow
up to be perfect men and women in
Christ Jesus. If they are allowed to
remain passive they become simply para-
sites—always taking but never giving. 1f
these younger and weaker ones were re-
ceiving the training any place else, say in
the class meeting, it would not be so bad ;
but in many cases the attendance at
League is as near the class as they get.
The League has to them taken the place
of the class.

The principal weaknesses, I think are :
(@) A want of recognition that the work is
entirely of God—that it is for soul culture
—that its object is entirely religious—
that no matter what the meeting—
literary, social, or Christian Endeavor—
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the one object is, the salvation of souls
and the development of Christian life.
(4) Too much attention has been given to
the social life of the League, some leagues
going so far as to take from five to ten
minutes intermission for social chatting
each evening. T have known even the
consecration service broken into for this
purpose.  The league has not shown that
there is a higher social life, a sweeter
communion than the world can provide.
Instead of doing this, it has, in many in-
stances, aped the light, degenerating
methods of the world, and signally failed
in the copy. Growing out of the above
is a lack of reverence—sitting and look-
ing around in prayer, talking during
service, and a general lack of devotion in
all the meetings.

The strongest points are : () The oppor
tunity it affords for direct Christian work
and worship, the many departments giv-
ing all a chance to find his or her special
field, Tt is not the fault of the machinery
(although I think there is too much) but
the failure to work it, that is responsible
for many of the weaknesses. (4) Another
strong point in the League is that it
brings our young people together under
the best and purest associations,

To what line of effort should our young
people direct their attention? 1 would
by all means say, to the development of
the missionary spirit. o that work the
Church received her great impetus at
Pentecost, and when the Pentecost comes
to us as young people this will be our
work, For this purpose more than any
other God has raised us up, and as we
move towards it God will equip us for the
work. As an educative force in the
League there is nothing to be compared
to missionary effort. The hope of the
world and the Church lies in obedience to
the command—* Go ye into all the world
and preach the Gospel to every creature,”

“To Save Sours.”

1. A few doubtless saw the danger of
a new organization, and thinking of it as
somewhat separate from the Church it-
self, feared a dividing line, which might
possibly in time widen, and thus present
a problem in the future difficult to solve.
Tosuch the expectation of fear has not
been realized, for in the Church to-day
there are not more loyal members than
are the Epworth Leaguers. To others
the vision, perhaps, came of a great host
of young Christians united in a fellow-
ship of holier service. To these the
reality is perhaps not what it might have
been. We confess we see our own fail-
ures, and yet we feel, with grateful hearts,
that the vision ‘is not all spoiled. We
can rejoice because, by the grace of God,
we, in some measure, see our hopes at-
tained.

2. (a) The failure which always comes
of resting too much upon organization.
The organization can only be perfect as
the individual membership is consecrated.
(b) The ease, in programme making, with
which so many will accept the service of
others, declining responsibilities them-
selves. The League is not merely for our
gratification and help, it is also for ser-
vice. (¢) The monotony which comes of
running in ruts—this makes that merely
formal which should be accompanied
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with unction and power. (d) The sad
ignorance, which reveals itself the
part of many of our members, of the word
of God.

is increasing among our young
—Leagu, are al to Church
interests.  (4) The increase in knowledge
and zeal in missionary effort.

4. In the future nothing must move us
a single iota from our object, which is
“to save souls.”  But in order that we
may be more practical in our efforts, next
to a personal and united consecration in
work, some things must claim our atten-
tion. These must be: (a) Better Kible
study.  More time must be given to the
better knowledge of the English Bible,
(h) Missionary work. The reaching
nearer to the ideal of the Forward Move.
ment of praying, studying, and giving.
() Systematic and proportionate giving.
The development in our meetings of the
Seriptural teachings as to what is both
our privilege and duty, (d) Christian
We cannot afford to ignore
the teaching of Christian sociology in our

eitisenship,

meetings.  The problems of these days
demand this. T have no doubt of the
future of the Epworth League. The
spirit of loyalty to church work and the
increasing love of Christ which, I believe,
is manifest among our young people,
makes our vision of the future
bright. Rev, C. W. Waren,
Belleville, Ont.

very

“CoNVERSION oF THE Sovt AND Trass-

FORMATION OF ThE LiFe.”

1. 1 do not know that the Church has
formulated its expectations and therefore
cannot give any definite opinions in this
regard,

2. (a) There is too much tendency to
mutual admiration at the expense of a
broad conviction that the League exists,
not for itself, but as an agency for the
protection of young people by gathering
them into higher moral or religious
associations, which shall wean them from
those of a less profitable character, and to
make their conversion the ultimate end
of such effort. In order to this there
should be a constant lookout for young
people who neglect church, who do not
attend any young people’s societies, who
live in boarding-houses, and who are left
to their own resources in social relations,
Possibly T may be mistaken, but I do not
think this is done as it should be, but
that the League, as representing the con-
genial association of kindred spirits,
appears quite satisfied with itself. *)
Another important and far-reaching
weakness is, I think, the conspicuous
absence of the young people from the
general prayer meeting. It is rapidly
promoting sectionalism in the Church,
t.e, & young people’s church, and an old
people’s church. Instead of growing to-
gether on the same tree—the young com-
ing into bloom as the old fade out of it—
the young people appear to think they
have done their whole duty in attending
their own meetings, Another effect of
this is seen in the coloring of the invita-
tions to pastors. It is rapidly becoming
apparent that these are being determined,
not by the Church as such, but by thein-
fluence of the young people, whose choice
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is not decided by comparative worth, but
v congeniality of age.

. What are the strongest points | The
League you mean, 1 presume, as it is ex
pressed in its constitution. («) One of
its strongest points is that it meets a
question so long and so often asked at
our Sabbath school conventions regarding
the older scholars of the Sunday school.
It constitutes, or should, a sort of normal
class where the highest and best traini
for work can be found amidst ec
conditions, (5) It provides an organized
agency for safeguarding young men and
women, who are without homes, among
strangers, or so situated as to be without
religious environment. (v) They consti
tute a strong band of helpers to the
pastor in his efforts to reach unsaved
people.  (d) It ires to young
people, at the most eritic
potent shelter against the ally
worldliness and a stror
the unsettling of religious convictions.

1. To what lines of effort do you think
our young people should specially direct
their attention during the next decade !
Unquestionably to the salvation of their
fellows,

young

# most
nents of
antidote against

It will not do to regard such
amusement as may have the potency of
attraction as meeting the purpose of the
League's existence, but or
to an end
the teansformation of the life,
Rev, 8, G, Srose, DD,
Sault Ste, Marie, Ont,

V s A means

-the conversion of the soul and

“CAN SERVE THE CHURCH AS NO OTHER
Onrcanizarion Can.”

. Has the Epworth League fulfilled
the expectation of the Church ! T do not
know. T imagine it would be rather
difficult to formulate the exact expecta-
tion of the Church. Given in precise
form the expectations of the Church,
there are still so many

tors, determina
tive of success or otherwise, that a large
failure in the measure of expectation
would in no wise be condemnation of
the League as an organization of the
young people of the Church In o
1se, I think the League has
more than fulfilled any expectations that
might re sonably have been entertained
If expectations have not in some instances
been realized, it may be due to the apathy
and non-sympathy of the Church—(by
Church I mean adult membership).  Per-
sonally I look upon the League, under
proper control, as likely to prove the
most powerfully educative factor in all
the machinery of the Methodist Church.

2. Summing up the facts that have
come under my own notice, I would say
that the weaknesses or tendencies towar
weakness in the League are two-fold—
(a) An attempt in small communities to
maintain an organization too complex
and artificial for its needs; (/) a ten
dency to give the League an existence
and mission apart from the Church, It
must remain an integral part of the
Church, finding its life in the Church,
living for the Church, directing all its
energies to building up those local in-
terests which will make the Church the
greatest possible power for good.

3. The strong points in the League, as
it theoretically exists, are many. If I
were to fasten upon one feature that
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specially commends itself to me, it would
be the tlexibility of the organization and
the comprehensiveness with which it
grasps details. It can adapt itself to
Iveal needs every time, giving scope to
the largest energies of our strongest
churches, along every line of Christian
endeavor, or stimulating and directing
the energies of rural churches by bring
ing them into touch with the aggressive
and beneficent movements of the Church
as a whole

L T would covet for the League the
manifestation of zeal along three lines of
deavor during the next decade: (a)
T'he maintenance in the highest state of
efliciency of the Church’s weekly prayer-
meeting ; (4) The improvement of congre-
gational singing as a feature of divine
worship in all our public services. To
this end, T would set aside the ditties
that have come into such general use, and
put our hymn and tune hook where it
ought to until in every congregation
hymns, regardless of metre, can be sung
to Il";llli'
song in the

+ tunes, and the service of
netuary becomes in the best
sense o tional and  worshipful ;
() TH Fof the missionary depart
ment of the Church by special endeavor
to strengthen the “ Sustentation Fund "
of the several Conferences, and thus en-
able it

to eare for those circuits which
are in no sense missions, and which need
only the fostering influence of judicious
assistance to come speedily into th

posi-
tion of self-sustaining charges

Finally, T am in growing accord and
sympathy with the Epworth 14 be-
canse | irch
as no other organization could, and if it
remains in this relation of willing, loving
it will ma the next decade the
t that Methodism has known in
distic work for Christ and

believe it can serve the (

service
grande

its g

t evany
humanity

Rev. A, D. Morroy, M.A,,

President Nova Scotia Conference,

“Awrny Ferrinnen Exeectarions.”

In answer to the questions asked in
your circular, 1 may say that in my judg-
ment the Epworth League, as an associa
tion of young people, and a department
of church work, has amply fulfilled the
expectations of the Church. So far as
my knowledge and experience reach, the
Epworth League is a real, positive help
to the pastor, and under no circumstances
would I be without one.  And then
when we look over the whole Church, and
find that in addition to aid given for
local purposes, upwards of £12,000 was
raised for the missionary operations of
the Church last year, every member of
the Church ought to be thankful, and
wish the Epworth League “God speed "
in its noble work.

I think that for the future, in addition
to local objects and assisting the pastor
in evangelistic work, there ought to be
two specific ohjects before the mind of
our young people, viz, Missionary and
educational. T am delighted with the
League ; it has already accomplished an
important work, and the future is bright
and promising.

Rev. H. 8. Marriews,
Newmarket, Ont.,

|
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RAMBLES IN DIXIE.

“EXTINGUISHED,
[Nore, - Dr. Steel's many Canadian friels
will be glad to read the following [l
from his pen. |
X ICRETARIES
E tingwished. T}
the wing,” and required to do a
good deal of extemporaneous work. That
word “extinguished ” reminds me of a good
story 1 heard out in Texas on Mr. Bryan,
the defeated candidate in the last presi
dential campaign.  After the election he
went down into i a few days'
rest at a friend’s —Hon Blank’s
hospitable home Mr. Blank went up
the road to meet him and his party. The
on the sleeper was an old time

are arrested “on

porter
darky, well known to Mr. Blank. He
had all the stately politeness of those
good old days “hefo’ de war.”  Mr
Blank introdue Uncle b to My
Bryan and his party. * Uncle Bob, this
is Hon. Mr. So and So, ex-Congressman,
And this is Hon. Mr. 8o and So., ex-Sena
tor. And thisis Hon. Mr. Bryan, ex-candi
date for President of the United States.”
The old negro stood with uncovered head,
and when Mr. Blank finished he made a
bow that would have graced a lord, and
sadd : “1 am happy to meet you, er
tinguished gentlemen !” The old man
never understood the burst of laughter
that followed this timely hit, in which
heartily than Mr,
Buckley once said

none joined more
Bryan himself.  Dr
to me that the negro is a very witty ruce
No doubt he has lots of humor, but
Uncle Bob was innocent of either wit or
humor when he made that pun.

STILL TALKING.

Mr. Bryan is not extinguished., He is
still talking, and is heard by thousands
everywhere he goes, cheered to the echo,

“easily the first man of his party
before the people.  But he will never be
elected President of the United States,
The Democratic party has lost its he
Tt is at sea. 1t has no programme.
It has become a party of expediency,
adopting anything that promises tem-
porary advantage. It lacks statesman-
ship. ~ The United States has become too

g for the Democratic party to manage
it. Mr. Bryan, its acknowledged cham-
pion and exponent, and a man of un-
questionable ability and integrity, elo-
quently opposes “expansion” and “im
perialism” ; but he does not tell us what
we ought to do with the Philippines.
That is the real problem. The majority
of the people of the United States are
perhaps opposed to annexation ; ‘[!I? llw.\:
are equally opposed to any disposition of
the Philippines incompatible with the
future commercial interests of the United
States in the East, or with the interna
tional obligations created by Dewey’s
guns at Manilla, With rvegard to our
new possessions, we are in the fix of the
Irishman on the runaway horse, when
his friend shouted to him to get off!
« Faith!” cried Pat, “and how can I get
off when I can't stay on!” That is the
question, and Mr. Bryan does not help
us to solve it. He simply tells us the
horse is running away, and that he and
his party are opposed to horses running

away. I have tested the popular feeling

from Maine to Mississippi, and any allu-
sion to holding what we have taken never
fails to explode a cheer. All of this
hubbub about *imperialism,’ * anti-ex
pansion,” “subversion of the Constitu
tion,” and so on, is mere political bosh.
The imperial policy of Great Britain
has not destroyed constitutional liberty
in England ; on the contrary it has made
her the richest nation in the world, and
the greatest civilizing force among all
nations, It is a foolish coneeit to imagine
that we the line in the United
States are any more jealous of the rights
of freemen than our English neighbors,
And is John Bull so much smarter than
Uncle that he can successfully
several  hundred
while we risk our very civiliza-
(tempting to govern ten or
iillions! 1 won't admit it. Thank
the Lord, we have a Christian statesman
for our President at this erisis, and he
knows his husiness,  Mr, MeKinley repre
sents the best thought of Amer
widenc

over

Sam
millions  of

he recognizes a divine P
course of events which has r A
thrown into our possession new lands and
strange races: and the American people
will support him in all wise measures for
meeting the responsibilities they impose.
From these sentiments you will probable
infer that | am not a Democrat, but you
must not imagine I am a Kepublican. 1
live in Dixie. Democracy, in spite of its
fine political theory about the powers of
government being derived from the con
sent of the governed, stands for white
rule; and the larger the negro w ity
the more determined the Demoerat is
that the government shall not derive its
powers from his consent. So far I am a
Democrat, inside and out, always and
forever ! We owe the preservation of
our social order, and our civilization in
the South, to the grim determination of
the Democratic party to maintain white
rdless of constitution, political

or what not. I ania Prohibi-

tionist. Rum is todav killing more
people than Mauser rifles in the jungles
of the Philippines, Ten thousand murder
mills in America are a far greater menace
to our civilization than Aguinaldo’s horde
of barbaric followers. If half the concern
manifested by the political parties in
America for the possible effects of recent
events on our future progress was directed
to the extermination of the diabolical
liquor business we would see better times
ahead. At any rate I'm a Prohibitionist,
and believe in keeping up the fight till we
win, if it takes till “the crack of doom.”
Two things are certain : one is that T will
never be a bishop; and the other that
Bryan will never be President. 1 hope
he is as well reconciled to his lot as T am
tomine. But neither of us is eatinguished.
v can’t make us quit talking. Mark

HALT.

I never travel on Sunday, So at
midnight Saturday night I dropped off
the train at Lynchburg, Virginia, to rest
over Sunds ynchburg is built on
steep hills,  Sam Jones says he “ecan tell
a Lynchburger as far as he can see him,
for he is both hump-shouldered and bow-
legged. He gets hump-shouldered climb-
ing up the hills, and bow-legged going
down.” Tt is a city of 30,000 or 40,000
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people, the finest type of Virginia society.
Methodism is strong here, It was the
home of Bishop John Early, one of the
strongest men of pioneer times, It is now
the seat of Randolph-Macon Woman's
College, an institution which the Com
f Education for the United

States puts as one of the half-dozen |
ing colleges for women in the country,
ranking it with Vassar, Wellesley, The

Woman's College, Baltimore, and Bry

Mawr, It is the culy institution in the
South that enjoys this distinct f

I went to church. * Doetor
vou ever pray ! The question was asked
by a young brother just as we were ready
n the lecture, Of course he meant
sk if the service should begin with
or, and was profuse in his assurances
that he intended no reflection on my
religious habits. T went to Court Street
Methodist Chureh, the old mother chureh
of Lynchburg Methodism, and one of the
richiest Methodist churches in Virginia
It is said that the official board of this
chureh represents over 25,000,000, Rev.
Coke Smith, D.D, is pastor.  Your
lers will remember he was cur fra
last General

course

to your

e,  Wishing to be
slipped in with the crowd, and

Conferer

But an alert Ep
worth League it of me. By some
system of wireless telegraphy the informa
tion was conveyed to the pulpit, and the
slender, sallow Smith came down, and
arrested the ex-Secre The sermon
of Dr. Smith was a broad-sword. There
was not much glitter about it, but it had
edge and point, and was a weapon of
power in a master's hand. In the after-
noon I addressed a large gathering of
Leaguers, and preached to a still larger
audience at night. At the evening ser-
viee Dr. Smith said: “ A few Sundays
ago Bishop Galloway preached in this
pulpit. He is a native of Mississippi.
Tonight we have Dr. Steel. He is a
native of Mississippi. And all of us,
Bishop Galloway, Dr. Steel, and myself,
were born in the same year.,” “Well that
year was so long ago that I have quit
talking much about it.  Dr. Smith's hair
is as black as the raven's wing, but he
wears glasses. My eyes are as good as
ever, but my fight with the beasts of
Ephesus turned my hair slightly gray.
So we are about even. *I miss on the
wing,” said Akers. “ By the way,” I
said, “ Dr. Crews has asked me to write
some ‘on the wing’ for the CANADIAN
Epwortn Era.”  “Well put me down as
a subscriber,” he said. “And me too,’
said Sheffy, the superintendent of one of
the finest Sunday Schools in the land.
So there, you have two more readers in
Dixie. More anon. S. A, SrteEL.

“WHAT MUST THE RIGHT SIDE BE.”

A little Swedish girl, walking with her
father on a starry night, was so attracted
by the brilliancy of the sky, all lit up
with twinkling stars from one end to the
other, that she seemed to be quite lost in
her thinking.  Her father asked her
what she was thinking of so intently.

answer was : I was just thinking,
if the wrong side of heaven is so glorious,
what must the right side be |"”
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A Persiay fable says: One day
A wanderer found i lump of clay
So redolent of sweet perfume
Its odors scented all the room
“What art thou?” was his quick de
mand,
“Art thou some gem from Samarcand,
Or spikenard in this rade disguise,
Or other costly merchandise !
Nay ; 1 am but a lump of elay
“Then whence this wondrous perfume
say !
“ Friend, if the secret T disclose,
I have been dwelling with the rose
Sweet parable ! and will not those
Who love to dwell with Sharon's Rose,
Distil sweet odors all around,
Though low and mean themselves are
found?
ar Lord, abide with us that we
May draw our perfume fresh from Thee
Seleoted.

IN PARTNERSHIP,

Bishop Ninde tells of a wealthy man
in whose desk was one drawer marked
with the letters “ M. P.” They stood for
the words “My Partner:” and God's
portion was never lacking. Have we
ever really made God partner in our life !
It means that a shave of the profits of
our work will helong to him; but that
we owe him anyw How much else it
means !

A partner furnishes part of the capital ;
but *“the earth is the Lord's and the
fulness thereof.” That includes us and
our power for work., Not only did all
that we have come from God, but his
wealth and power are inexhaustible,
Think of having such a partner behind
our business, A partner would be con
sulted in the plans of the firm. Have we
consulted God about our plans ? Can we
tind any other who is all Jom! A
partner shares the responsibilities and
burdens of the firm. Do we carry our
burdens to Him ! Do we know any other
who can carry them for us?

To have God for a partner means
having all the wisdom and power of the
universe at our side. It means being
guided through all our perplexities and
strengthened through all our difficulties,

nd led at last to a success that will be
as much greater than our small plans, as
God’s thoughts are greater than our
thoughts. Do we dare to leave God out
and go our way alone I— Forward.

THE CHRIST WHO IS NEAREST.

Leading to an Austrian city there is a
bridge, in the parapets of which there
we twelve statues of Christ, One statue
represents him as the sower, another as
the shepherd, another as the carpenter,
and another as the physician ; others
represent him as  the pilot, prophet,
priest, and king: and still others repre
sent him in yet other characters, The
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simple  minded country people, coming
irto the city in the early morning with
their produce for market, pause and pray
before Christ the A little later,
the artisan on his way to his workshop
worships Christ the carpenter
still, when the
mists of the

suwer

Later
sun has seattered the
and has flooded

the earth with his supernal splendors,

morning

the invalid, ereeping from the city to
breathe the fresh air of the country,
presents his morning prayers to Christ
the physician.  Doubtless there is much
of superstition in this worship, but there
isin it also a great truth

Each worships the Christ who is nearest
to himself — the
prets his own thoughts and best suj
his peculiar wants
the
that Christ makes womd his supreme claim
to be the “ Friend that
What

to know that no path we tread has not

Christ who hest inter

It is in thus meeting

need of every seetion of humanity

ticketh closer
than a brother v ocomfort it i
been trod by him ore s o task
taken which i

under
not known by him ! £

THE SOURCE OF LOVELY
CHARACTER,

There lived once n young wirl whose

perfect grace of character was the

who

won
der of those knew her.  She
i gold locket
was ever allowed to oper

a moment

wore

on her neck which

no one
day, in
of unusual confidence, one of
her companions was allowed to touch its
spring
written these
ssen £ Jove

and Jearn its secret.  She saw
s Whaom havi
That was the seeret of her
beautiful life. She had
into the same imag I'rof

Drummond, in “ The Changed Lif

words ny not

Henry

been

SIMPLE FAITH.
Hoave puith i

Gonl, Mark xi, 22

There was once a good woman who was
well known among her friends for her
simple faith and her gr
the midst of many trials, One, living at
a distance, h g of her, said, “I must
go and see her, and learn the secret of
her strong, happy life.”
accosting her, said, * he woman
with the great faith! " replied

“T am not the woman with the great
faith : but I am the woman with a little
faith in the great God.”

at ealmness in

She went, and

GOD’S CHISEL.

Look at the artist's chisel. The artist
cannot earve without it, yet, imagine the
chisel trving to carve alone. It lays
itself against the hard marble, but it has
neither strength nor skill Then the
artist and seizes it.  The chisel
lays itself into his hand, and is
to him.  Thought, fecling, imagination,
skill flow down ' from the deep chambers
of the artist's soul to the chisel's edge.
The seulptor and the chisel are not two,
but one ; it is the unit which they make
that carves the stone, We are hut the

world

comes

wdient

chisel to carve God's statues in thi

We must vield ourselves altogether to
Christ and let Him use us. Then His
His  wisdom, His skill, His
thought, His love, shall flow through our
soul, our brain, our

Phillips Brooks

power,

heart, our tingers

POWER OF THE FIFTY-FIRST PSALM.

impossible o comprehend the
the fifty-fiest Psalm upon the
Kin

scholars, and  cottagers

have with  the
death

ants in the

had few equals, It
sung by George Wishart
prisoner hef hi
Andrew's.  Tts opening

dving ery ¢ Neott

read it
profit It was the
French Prote

same spiritual

cruelty  have wias

when  taken
martyrdom at St
was the

I'homa

\ quarter

verse
h martyr
Forret, whose grave

Was green

of a century before Scotland became free

from eeclesinstioal tyranny
Lady
fatefy f her ow
hushand deat] t

merey was repeated by
upon the

burning
John |

execution, near (

biroke fron
prlice t
Johe
trinmphant paans on t w to the fire
of Suthtield.  The i the Hebrew
psalmist were spoken by Sie Thomas Mo
s famous through | pe for
el

s repeated its confi and

WO

“who
eloquence wisdom " —as I

head

uid his

Its seventeenth
\ugustine upon the
make

great

upon the hlock

s, written by St
his sick chamber, did not

ext any the to the

German reformer venth

real
The se
this same Psalm was found on a ts
copper amid the eternal
highest point of the earth’s surface, near
Cape Beechy, * Wash me, and T shall bo
Last Days

verse of
let of

snows on the

whiter than snow

SET THE CLOCK RIGHT.

A story s told of a «
came to a watchmaker and
two hands of a clock, saying

“1 want yer to fix up
jess doan keep no mo’ keree'
den six munfs,”

* Where is the clock !’
watchmaker,

“Out at de house on Injun Creek

“ But I must have the clock

“Didn't T tell yer dar s nuftin de mat
and 1
You ‘ess want
tinker wid it an
Gimme back n

red man, who
ve him the

Dey
time for mo

answered the

ter wid de elock ‘ceptin’ de han’s
done brought ‘em to you
kin

rme a big price,

de clock
char
han

And so say went
some reasonable watchmaker

S0 you

off to find

saying, he

A young man was urged by his Sun
life, H

decided that he would do so, and accord

day school teach to live a bette

ingly made a resolve never to swear ¢
A few from a
whom he hated made
minde the air foul

min
words fellow-workman
and he
with his oath What
was the dificulty He was making the
foolish effort t x the hand they
would go right without setting the clock

The right if
would have vour wd tongue

him angry,

right heart must be <ot

you hand

and feet go right
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At Prayer-Meeling.
BY MARG \;T‘ ANGSTEN

There were only two or three of us
Who came to the place of prayer
Came in the teeth of a driving storm,

But for that we did not care,

Since after our hymns of praise had risen,

And our earnest prayers were said,
The Master himself was present there
And gave the living bread
We knew His look in our leader’s face

So rapt and glad and free,
We felt His touch when our

bowed,

We heard His © e e
Nobody saw Him lift the latch,

And none unbarred the door
But His token to

heals were

"ln'du‘ was every
heart,

And how could we ask for more

Each of us felt the load of sin
From the weary shoulder fall

Each of us dropped the load of care,
And the grief that was like a pall

And over our spirits a blessed ealm
Swept in from the jasper

And strength was ours for toil and strife
In the days that were thence to be

It was only a handful gathered in
To the little place of prayer ;

Outside were struggle and pain and sin,
But the Lord himself was there

He came to redeem the pledge He gay
Wherever His loved ones he,

To stand himself in the midst of them,
Though they count but two or three

And forth v

And our hearts had grown so warm,

It seemed like the
flowers,

And not the erash of a storm
“Twas a time of the dearest privilege,
Of the Lord’s right hand,” we said,
As we thought how Jesus himself had

» fared in the bitter rain,

lting of summer

come.
To feed us with living bread

Speak to Them.

l’n ntecost says he once

at man
was a Christian ; but |||=||||l 50 with some
trepidation, not knowing how the man
would receive it. At the close of the
talk that ensued, the Doctor expressed
the hope that the man had not considered
him impertinent. The answer was a
warm grasp of the hand and the follow-
ing impressive words: “ Don’t ever hesi-
tate to speak to any man about his soul.
I have been longing for twenty years to
have some Christian speak to me. 1
believe there are thousands of men in this
city who are in the same condition that T
am, carrying an uneasy conscience and a
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great burden on their souls; not coura
geous enough toseek instruction, yet will

ing to receive it

The Christian's Vision.

Dr. Joseph Parker
and stimulating theme,
used as alittle Bible
calls “ Religious ks

hins
which

n suggestive
may be
reading, which he
15: 5
Acts 3

1. The look to nature.
2, The
3,4
|

Gen
look to the church
The look to God.— s, 45
Look to yourselves,—2 John |
5. Look to the fields,—John 4: 35
Thus the Christian’s vision sw¢
whole horizon of truth and duty

In Your Department.
Be o specialist if you will, but don’t be
afraid of little
vou call There 1s

to know only ong

woing bevond the cirele
nothing
thing

A story illus

o duties
truer than that
is to know it imperfectly
teative of this is going the rounds of the
who was in Ger
to his
told him that it
necessary for him to go home
But you ¢

fessor :

“ Why not

papers \ young wan,

many at school, went language

teacher and would b

nnot go,” said the

is winter, and the ocean

is frozen over

May, 189914

“ But the ocean doesn't freeze over."”

“Doesn't it?”

*Ah, well!
department.”

1 think you can find a parallel to this
in almost any of our churches. One
member is not ashamed to confess that
he doesn't know what is being done for
missions, because missions are not in his
line.  Another never drops into the
Endeavor meeting, even when he is early
for the but stays in
the hall to gossip a bit.  Endeavor isn't
in his department.

was the careless reply.
the ocean is not in my

preaching service,

In the Endeavor Society there is some-
times a disposition to narrow activity
down to the line of mere official duties,
The members of the Social Committee
|||n no ~]w ial interest in making the

helpful ; .nul on
|Inw.nln-r J
mittee never thinks of
steanger feel at

trying to make the
home, because that is in
the department of the Social Committee.
Stick to your own department by all
means, and this little verse may help you
to remember what your department is
* Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do
it with thy might.”"—7he Lookout

Oxk of the best sermons you can
preach, is that of putting on your rubbers
and going to church
through the storm, just as you would to
your the rain had been on

Monday instead of Sunday.

and  storm-coat

business if

D OOO0 OOC DT OO CHO OO RO ORCHIHHHORCHH CHORORCH OSCHOR OHOROHD DHOROO DHOHOHO!

Prominent League Workers.

A. Scueny, DD

Rev.

Epwix A. Scigws, DD, is Gen-
eral § tary of the League in the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, He was
born near 1 ln<l|mm, in 1854,
and graduated from Northwestern Univer-
sity in 1886, with the degree of Bachelor
of Arts. Du
began preaching at Hammond, Ind.  In
1886 he was appointed to Milburn Memo-

Ansport,

his college course he

© 00 ORROROHORORORC CHOHOKD LH0RORONCR

vial Clipel, South Bend, Ind, where he
remained four years, He was then trans-
ferred to the First Methodist Church of
Yonkers, N.Y. In 1892 he was elected
General Secretary of the Epworth League.
official with the
League Dr. Schell has visited all parts of

Since his connection

the country in its interest. He helieves

thoroughly in the essential oneness of
Methodism, and it is largely through his
efforts that the International Conventions
He

intellectual
development of our young people, and

have assumed so great proportions,

is greatly interested in the

has been largely instrumental in provi-
ding and pushing the Reading Course.
He has emphasized the need of a thought-
ful as well as a reverent spirit in the
devotional meeting, and has edited, with
that end in series of Bible
studies after the inductive method. Asa
writer and speaker Dr. Schell has a grace-
ful and forceful style. He possesses
many of the qualities of the orator, being
impressive and magnetic.  Those who
heard his wonderfully eloquent speech in
the Metropolitan Church, at the Toronto
International Convention, will not soon
forget it. He believes in Methodism,
and in the Epworth League, and holds
none but positive views on all vital ques-
tions of the day.

view, a




 May, 1869

Anniversary Day.
Anniversary day is—

A day for the study of origins.

A day for profitable reminiscences,

A day for personal review,

A day for loving gratitude,

A day for personal self-examination.

A day for society stock-tak

A day for the confession of mistakes,

A day for much prayer.

A day for burying old neglects and
blunders,

A day for joyous fellowship.

A day for clearer vision and larger
outlook.

A day for fresh consecration.

A day for glorious inspiration and
forceful impetus,

A day for the new birth of the
Leaguer and his Society.

A day for new faith and an intenser
love,

A day for courage and for hope.

A day for new plans and the beginning
of u more splendid campaign.

A day for the baptism of the Holy
Ghost,

A day when Jesus is given right of way
in heart and life.

A day when the cup of blessing over-
flows.

Anniversary day, then, should not only
be a time for reviewing the past ; it should
also be a time for previewing the future.
It should be not simply a time for con-
gratulation, but also for anticipation.

The day may begin in retrospect, but
it should end in a blessed prospect.—
The Epworth Herald.

How Shall We Celebrate ?

There are many ways of commemorat-
ing our natal day, and a great variety of
exercises may be introduced. In a con-
siderable degree, however, each league
must be a law to itself. General hints
are all that can be given. But:

1. Don't jail to celebrate.

2. Seek some variety from year to year,
and don't thrum the same old string
forever.

3. Put spiritual aims and interests
first.

Consider and act upon these three
hints, and then work out details,

You might hold a “John Wesley
morning glory service ” at an early hour.

Ask the pastor to preach a special
sermon in the forenoon. Or get him to
exchange with some neighbor for this
year.

Hold your special service in the after-
noon, or at the vesper hour, and invite
neighboring leagues or other young
people’s societies,

Ask the pastor to conduct an Epworth
League lovefeast,

Sing plenty of rousing familiar songs,

Have a week of anniversary exercises
from May 15-22, including Sunday ser-
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lecture,
evening, ete,

Edit a league paper containing such
anniversary matter as you wish. Have
1t read in sections by several members.
Arrange one or more group rallies with
adjacent leagues during anniversary week

Have a symposium by the members on
“Why I like the Epworth League,” or,
“What the Epworth League has done
for me.”

Draw out practical hints regarding
“the summer campaign,”

The summer should be the most fruit-
ful season for some kinds of league work,
We are just now completing the tenth
year of our existence as a society, the
last year of our first decade.  What sort
of a climax shall it be? We have, of
late, been subjected to severe criticism
from high sources. Is it true in whole
or in part ! The only effective answer
we can give is the reply of a completer
devotion and a larger froitfulness, If
we have made mistakes we must correct
them. If we have, in any measure, failed
we must now retrieve the loss, If we
have done well we must now do better.
If we have done creditably we must now
rise to the full strength of our powers,—
Rev. P. Ross Parish,

vices, concert, social, Junior

Characteristics of an Epworth
Leaguer.

An Acrostic designed by
REV. M. W. LEIGH, B.A., CLOYNE.
Enthusiastic. Colossians iii. 23.
Praying. 1 Thess. v. 17,
Working., John ix. 4.
Obedient. 2 Cor, i
Religious. James i. 27.
Truth-Loving. John wv
Heavenly Minded. Col. i

Liberal. TIsa. xxxii. 8
Ennobling. 2 Cor. ix, 8.
Armed. Eph. vi. 1317,
Growing. 2 Peter iii. 18,
United. Psa. exxxiii. 1.
Entertaining.  Col. iii. 16,

School of Methods.—Have “a school
of methods” in your chapter once a
quarter. Get your committees and work-
ers together and inquire into the best
ways and plans for doing your work—
visiting, giving, helping, holding me
ings, and studying the Reading Course.

LR 2R 2N 3

ToImprove the Singing.— With the
purpose of improving the service of song
the music committee and choir of the
Methodist church, Acton, have entered
into arrangements with Mr. E. B. Jack-
son, Toronto, for a special course in vocal
music, The members of the choir and
the young people of the congregation of
musical talent, will meet each Monday
evening for the next three months for in-
struction and practice. On the evening
of the Queen’s Birthday a grand concert
will be given in the church by the class,
At the meeting for organization on
Monday evening about thirty were pre-
sent. Mr. W. Williams was elected

143

President of the Mr. E. J
Moor A half hour
will be spent each evening in drilling on
the rudiments of music and an hour or
in singing. Several friends of the
g people outside the congregation
y unite with them to participate in the
benefits to be derived. — Free Press
e
Send Suggestions. — Our  readers
could help greatly in making this page
useful and suggestive. Let us know of
any “ Practical Plans” which have been
tried and proved with good results in
your society.  We would also be pleased
to hear of plans mentioned on this page
which have been successfully adopted
The best way to find whether a suggested
method is suitable to our work is to try it
R
A Musical Surprise. Do not let the
music of the society get into a rut, any
more than you permit the same fate to
sther part of the society work.  For
meeting think out some little sur
prise, such as a solo, or a song from some
older Endeavore an easy anthem by
the choir, with which to give fresh im
petus to this part of the meeting.
times having the girls and boys sing
alternate while all
chorus, stimulates the song
Our Young Folks.

LR

Information Committee.  Infor
mation committees have heen found a
good thing in the young people’s society,
and now the Juniors are organizing this
committee. The information committee
is on the lookout for items of work done
in other junior societies in our own land,
and also in faraway lands. They dili-
gently cut clippings and oceasionally
they conduct the meeting with such a
topic as * What Others are Doing,” and
each junior gives one of the gathered
items. Sometimes the committee might
confine their items to missionary news or
temperance.

lass, and
ecretary-Treasurer

Some
verses, join in the
service,

.. e

What One Society Did. —Secretary
Baer, in the Christion Endeavor World,
tells of a Christian Endeavor society of
thirty one members which entertained a
State convention. [t is located at New
Ulm, in Minnesota. Mr. Baer says:
Minnesota never had a better convention,
In all, over five hundred delegates came
from outside of New Ulm. That city of
five thousand inhabitants, and only one
English Protestant ~hurch, was attrac
tively decorated. ry preparation for
the convention and every detail of it was
adequate and ample.  This society's his
tory and the knowledge of its successful
work ought to be spread far and wide,
Single-handed, in a city whose earlier
history was one of marked antagonism to
Christianity, this society raised our
standards so high that the example has
been the talk of societies throughout
Minnesota ever since. Courage, conse
cration, and down-right stict-to-it-iveness
counts for something.  Only thirty-one of
them ! Think of that. Is your society
feeble, few in numbers ! Think of that
noble band of New Ulm Endeavorers.
They took care of a great State conven.
tion. Don't despair. Let Christ strength
en you. With him you can do all things
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About China.

SeeakinG of the density of population

in China a missionary said he never had

been out of sight of a living Chines
the grave of adead one

The population has heen
by the Chinese Ambassador at

hiundred

estiminted

Paris at
If all the
world were placed in a row, every fourth
child would b

about four willion

AT, WOoman or L native
of China. Thirty-three
than the population of London, Ontario,

thonsand, more

die every day, and as many as the popu

lation of our Dominion are buried every
In this henighted country
vight

y and native missionaries

five months,
there ar
ordained fore
OF an avers

only ahout lundred
of one
ordained missionary
to five hundred thou
sand  people
than twice Toronto’s
We at

have an o

more

population
home
dained  minister to
every eight hundred
Are
our Sa

veople we
heeding
viour’s comm

“Go ye the

and make disciples
of all !
(Matt
B.Y.)

nations
xxviii. 19
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Roserr  Monrnt
SON, the first Protes
tant
China, arrived there
in 1807, By 1819

missionary to

assistance  of
Milne,
Bible trans
lated into the lan-
guage. At the end
of seven years, Mor

linm
whole

rison had one convert ; at his death, in
1834, the were only four
But the work really hegan in 1842, when

treaty ports fiest w

converts

spened to mission

avies, and now there are over fifty-five

thousand converts,  Continning at this

rate, then, in A.D. 1913, there will he

twenty-six million communicantsinChina
R
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disseeted
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can  be into
176

ize of Franee, and ha

CriNa
Englands, or
teen times the
plain greater by half than the German
Empire.  One
the Mississippi.  Lay
United States, and it will overrun into
the Gulf of Mexicoand the Pacific Ocean
It is divided into eighteen provinees, each

one
river is larger than even
China on tle

nearly as large as
if China

a population, this is

one onan aver

Great Britain n has four
hundred million of
only ninety persons to the square mile,
and the England or
coal-fields are

density is less than
Scotland Its twenty

times greater than those of all Europe

and  soil

The condit of ats ol

with the rest of

minte
liave m PreONESe
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sustained there sinee the patri

Wiks Abrahiam leaving Ur of
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servations which hinve sinee heen verified
Exgypt, Assyria, Persin

and Rome have aned fallen sinee

wis
wtronomers made oh
Babylon Greeee
all risen
its history  began.  The Chinese wer

familiar  with  the mariners  compiss,
ad gunpowder, hundreds of
vears in advance of other nations.  They
1 in silk when the inhabitants
blue

1,200

poreelain

were dress
of Britain
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hefore it

conts of
paper
known in
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horn

wore paint
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invented  printing Veurs

before Caxton  was lnws
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1,700 years

and revised every five years
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still a standard
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guage ago

CHILDREN OF A CHINESE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

China was seven hundred years old when
the Tsraclites erossed the Red Sea.  She
had already existed 1,500 years when
Isainh (Isa. xlix. 12) prophesied of her
future
foune

350 B
birth

conversion.  Her civilization s
Confucius, who was born
and whose death preceded the
The
the same as they were
Their geography
gives nine-tenths globe to China,
inch to F I, and the United
States and Canada are left out altogether
“In China the sense of truth is not only

upon

werates Chinese text
two

W square

but is even ad

Horton

unknown,

Rev. F

almost not

Tue Review of Missions says that * A
Chinese Christian boy in one of the Swa
tow schools, by repeating at home the
hias been
the means of leading his father, mother,
and

God

Gospel truths learned at sche

grandmother to become seekers after
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Chinese Schools.

No feature of mission work in China is
more promising than that carr on in
s, where the boys and

lucated under religious

influences,  To show how these schools
are appreciated, the Gospel in All Lands

publishes the following letter

G renting from the boys and girls of Foo
chow, Chinu, to the boys and girls of
dwerica

“ We fold our hands and bow our heads
to the ground as we give our salutation,

wAng’ (‘F 2 e wish to let
you know how to God for

His infinite goodness, and how we thank

you for your commendable benevolenc

in furnishing means whereby Rev. Mr.

Miner has been able to open 188 schools,

of us are learning of

there were only three of

Schools; in 1894,
seventy-five ; in 1896,

one hundred and

four: in 1897, one
hundred and thirty
nine.
“Thousands of us
knew nothing of the
love of Jesus until
we were invited to
attend these Chris-
tian schools. Thou-
sands of our parents
and relations know
nothing of this love,
except what we and
the teachers tell
them. Cannot you
persuade your older
brothers and sisters
to come over and
teach our older bro
thers and sisters of
your dear Jesus !
“Many of our
friends in neighbor-
ing and
wards wish so much
to have the advan.
tages of a Christian
school, but Rev. Mr.

Miner says he has
no money to open more schools.

“We pay what we are able for the
support of the schools, but without your
help we must have remained in ignorance,
Only the boys and girls of China who
have rich parents enjoy the benefits of
an education, and only those of us who
have the privilege of attending Christian
schools can learn of Jesus,

“Your grateful cousins of the Frow-
Ery KiNaoos.”

in which 4

In |
*Special Gift
in I8¢

Jesus
these
eighteen ;

villages

Steady Increase.

The Conference returns for the past four
years that the following amounts
have been raised by our Young People's
Sovieties for missions :

show

759,60
Unfortunately, the Minutes of Confer
ence previous to 1805 do not give the
woneys raised for missions by the Leagues.
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YOUNG 'EOPLE'S

Forward Movement for Missions

DEPARTMENT.

In charge of F. C. STEPHENSON, M.D., C.M.,
Corresponding member of the Students’ Mission
ary Campaign, 33 Parliament Street, Toronto

Conversation After an Epworth
League Missionary Meeting,

Exquirkr—What comes first ;
ar Study, or Giving !

Prayer,

Figst Worker—Study comes first
How can we pray without knowing what
we are praying for!

Secoxn Worker—We cannot study
sympathetically without prayer—or at
least study does not lead to prayer.
Many people know of the great need but
never offer prayer. I think prayer comes
first

Tuikn Worker— Giving is what is
needed first and last,  1f you can get the
people to give they will pray and study.
What is the use of praying to God to
bless the heathen when we hold the bless-
ing in our own possession? It does not
take much study to see that giving is
more necessary than studying. Every
one knows that there are heathen who
need the Gospel, and that there are
young men ready to go and preach the
Gospel to them. You may talk about
prayer and study, but after all the need

s the reason why our Mission-
ary Society does not send out the edu-
cated young men who are ready to goas
mi ionaries, and if they were sent others
would volunteer. 8o I say the mission-
ary question is a money question first
and last.  Praying and studying are all
right ; but while we pray and study the
heathen die.  But let us work and save
money and give it—money is prayer and
study, both in one. It is the “sincere
desire of the heart,” and it takes brains
to get it,

News Items.

Brampton and Woodham Leagues are
buying missionary libraries.

Orillia League has nearly all its share
(%50.00) collected for Mr, Takagi’s sup-
port.

Missionary meetings are being held
throughout Toronto West District by
Student Campaigners,

Dunnville League organized the For-
ward Movement last August and now has
twenty-three members,

Dr Rush has succeeded in beginning a
hospital on a small scale. The Indians
have undertaken its support.

lmm-rw have been received from Dr.
X West China: Dr. Rush, Naas
liver; Mr. Stoue, Nitinat, Vancouver
I<land,

Manitowaning League had a Young
Peoples’ Forward Movement for missions
Sunday. The pastor explained the work

to the young people.

Our Missionary Money.

Let us be business-like and send in our
missionary money through the
channels to Dr. Sutherland

If you owe your missionary department
and have neglected paying your two cents,
pay it now,

Do not allow the Ar
in your mission
should be in use for
God's kingdom,

Help the General Secretary
full returns of all missionary money
by our Leaguers. He cannot account for
the amount held in local Leagues

regular

with
'y treasury which
the

to end
mon
spreac

Missionary Libraries.

Though the missionary library cam-
paign, inaugurated by Willis W. Cooper
some six months ago, in the Methodist
Episcopal Church, is still going on, the
present writing offers opportunity to state
some of the results of that important
work. It may be summarized as follows :
100 students campaigners have visited
1,000 Methodist churches and Epworth
l,«uuuv chapters ; they have spoken to
100,000 members on the subject of mis-
sions; have organized 600 missionary
committees ; established 300 classes for

sionary study ; pledged 15,000 mem-
bers to systematic contributions to mis-
sions, and introduced 500 sets (8,000
volumes) of the missionary library. A
second edition of the hhmr\ is now on
the presses, 150 sets of which have been
ordered in advance. The whole move
ment has heen absolutely self-sustaining.
The revival of missionary interest occa-
sioned by it is unmistakeable, and the
educational features of the plan point the
way for a la and more prolon
campaign of missionary edueation.

Dawn on the Hills of T’ang.

The old Buddhist name for China was
Dawn.  The rulers of the T'ang dynasty
gave it the name of Hills of Tang. To
day the whole world is watching the
rapid changes which are taking place in
“the land that is coveted,” as one writer
has tersely named the land over the hills
of which the dawn of Western civilization
and Christianity is breaking. Mr. Ha
law P. Beach in his book, * Dawn on tl
Hills of Tang,” has supplied a text-ho
on China admirably adapted f
Young People’s Societies. Through a
careful study of the hook China and the
Chinese are seen from every standpoint.
The country, the people, the religions,
the beginnings and ations for mi

use in

sion work, the Protestant occupation of

China, the missionaries at work,
the dawn of the Light of the World
each dealt with, chapter by chap
Mr. Beach has carefully prepared re

for additional adings on each
chapter. The hook contains some of the
best maps published, the index of which
supplies full information as to the oceu
pation of each province by Missionary
societies, and distinguishes between Pro
vineial, Department, and District Capi
tals, The market towns ave also marked,
thus desirable centres mission work
are easily loeated,
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The Methodist Epi
the Methodist  Epis
have recognize its

opal Church and
al Church South
educational  value
by intraducin the L
throughout  the States
Book  Room with characteristic
prise can supply the book for
the price for which it is sold in the
States,  This should be taken advantage
of by every League member who is study

AL
Our
enter

35 ets,,

rague should he
without & copy for the use of its Mission
ary Committee.  The 500 members of
our League Missionary Study Class have
been using the book during the winter

Suggested Programme.
For May.
cr  CHINA."

Hywx—1

Praver
China,

READING 8 8.

Hywx

Paver (10-minute) on
dition of China. The demands of the
nations.  (Read the daily papers and
current magazines).”

Paver (10-minute) on
work in China,
progress ; some of the results.”

Parer (10-minute) on—*“Our mission
work in China, Where situated ; when
begun ; and a short history of its pro
gress. The workers
partments of work

Hyux—13,

Reapixe of the list of missionary books
in the Sunday School and Epworth
League libr:

DoxoroGy,

For our work and workers in

John i, 1-18,
372,

“The present con

* Misssionary
The beging the

The several de

CrosinG Praven
REFERENCES FoR THIS PROGRAMME —
Dr. Kilborn’s articl
Missionary Outlook for May.
Hundred Years of Modern
This number of Tug
The reports of the Missionary
Back numbers of the Mis
sionary  Campaigner, and letters
from missionaries in  China,
(Letters and Campaigners sent free
upon application to F. C. Stephen-
son).  Dawn on the Hill of T'ang.
Price 35 cents.

Daily papers.
the
First
Missions.
Era.
Society.

our

Ciisa has 17,000 cities,

IN China on an ave only one
in twenty can read and one
thousand.

man
woman in a

Every y
five
House in Singapore.

the Scriptures in eighty
languages go out from the Bible

IN one of the interior
the Christians have,
built
one hundred boys,

cities in Corea
without foreign help,
a school which will accommodate

Tue time to consecrate your purse is
when you have a little one.  If you wait
till it is big and fat you will never do it,
And if you that, you
will miss one of blessings of
your life.  The woman who has
learned to give has entered upon a path
of everwidening pleasure Dr. A, W,

fail to conseerate
the richest
man or

Spooner,
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Helping The Pastor.

I,

Suppl
Toron

ASELe AN

o

IV.—HOW THE LEAGUE MAY HELP.

The League that is worthy of the
name works with the pastor, stands by
him in all the aggressive work of the
church, and is ready and willing to per-
form any duty which may be assigned.
The members of the League should recog-
nize the fact that the minister is superin-
tendent of the cireuit, and as the League
is part of the church, he is superintendent
of the League. The position given to
him by the constitution as Honorary
President makes him the chief officer,
whose counsel should be sought in all
that is undertaken. He should be re-
spected, honored, and loved for his works’
sake.

Leaguers can help the pastor by at-
tending and taking part in the regular
church services, particularly the weekly
grn.\'ar meeting, and the class meetings,
Nothing cheers his heart so much as to
hear the prayers and testimonies of young
Christians.

In his pastoral work the preacher may
be materially assisted by the young
people.  They can look up strangers, get
their names and send to the pastor. In
the stores, shops. and factories where
they work they can be on the watch for
newcomers, and give them an invitation
to the church services. At the close of
the Sunday evening services they should
act as scouts and sentinels with the
object of getting hold of those who are
mere attendants, and inducing them to
tarry to the after meeting

In evangelistic ices the members
of the League should be the pastor’s right
hand and left hand support.  No matter
who may neglect duty let the young folks
be true. In some places where no
evangelist has been eraployed members
of the League have formed a singing,
praying, and working band, and taken
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or two evenings

charge of the service
in the week

Where there are no local preachers the
League may occasionally become respon-
sible for a Sunday appointme In dis-
tributing the benevolences of the church
the young le may render valuable
aid o the pastor. Th v visit the
poor, the sick and unfortur L and help
to supply their bodily as well as spiritual

needs,

Let us remember that the young
people’s organization exists not as an end
in itself, but as a means to an end. It

strengthen  the
s not live
" has for

should  build up, and
chureh, and the society that de
sfor Christ and the Churel
feited its right to existence.
The almost universal testimony of
pastors everywhere is that the members
of our Leagues and Endeavour Societies
are thoroughly loyal to the Church, and
source of strength and cheer

stor himself,

They Voted it Down.

The President of one of our Leagues
informs us that when the action of the
last General Conference in regard to
change of time and mode of electing offi-
cers, was brought before the members,
they voted it down. This is a most
remarkable proceeding. Just think of a
Quarterly or Trustee Board, or a Sunday
School committee of management voting
down a partof thediscipline that they did
not happen to like, Such action could
not even be imagined. The General
Conference is the Chief Court of the
Church, whose business it is to make laws
for the whole connexion ; and these laws
are not to be discussed or voted upon, but
observed, If the League is a part of the
Church, as we have so often contended,
then it should be subject to all its regu-
lations. We trust that we shall not
again hear of a League “voting down”
any part of General Conference legisla-
tion.

Not by any Means Meagre.

The growth in numbers of the Ep-
worth League, although phenomenal, is
really the least remarkable feature of the
past ten years history. One of our cor-
respondents in this issue states that he
considers the results of the movement to
be “meagre indeed.” One cannot help
wondering where his lot has been cast
during the past five years to give expres-
sion to an opinion . e that.

Is it nothing that : 0,000 young people
have heen gathered it ‘o an organization
that throws around them good and help-
ful influences !

Is it nothing that thousands of these
have been brought out of their timidity,
and are now speaking, praying, and
working for Christ !

Is it nothing that a great movement
for Bible study and evangelistic work
has been developed, which year
brought hundreds of souls into the king-
dom of Christ, and stimulated the whole
Chureh wherever it was introduced !

Is it nothing that in nearly every
church we have a band of young Chris-
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tians pledged to *“ pray, study, and give "
for missions, and that the sum of 13,000
was contributed for missionary extension
last year !

Is it nothing that during the past four
years 23,680 volumes of inspiring and
instructive literature have been seattered
among tlwynulhnf('nnmlum Methodism !

But, enough! Our friend was surely
joking when he said that the results have
been meagre, or else his expectations
were tremendous,  We are pleased to
notice that nearly all the contributors to
our symposium admit that reasonable
expectations have been realized

The Weak Points.

We are under obligation to the minis-
ters and laymen who have contributed to
the symposium commencing on page 7,
and who have expressed themselves so
frankly and freely concerning our organi
zation,  They have called our attention
to some weaknesses and dangers, and we
will do well to give earnest heed to their
plain words. It is, of course, pleasant
to be complimented and praised, but our
true friend is he who dares to show us
our faults, and tell us wherein we can
improve, Let us look our mistakes and
failures squarely in the face, and deter-
mine that they shall not be repeated.

A Special Offer.

This number of the CaNaviax Ep-
worti ErA will be sent to many persons
who are not subscribers.  We trust that
they will become sufficiently interested in
it to send in their subscriptions. To
secure as many new names as possible we
have decided to send the paper from now
until next January for 25 cents. This will
afford an opportunity for Leagues to work
up good lists, as many will take the
paper as a kind of experiment at 25
cents, This offer holds good during the
month of May. We trust that many
societies will celebrate the tenth anniver-
sary by sending in 10 subscriptions for
this paper.

Well Done!

The postage stamp League, as con-
ducted by Rev. 8. T. Bartlett, of Madoc,
is an illustration of the importance of
looking after the littles, When the
scheme was launched there were many
who spoke somewhat slightingly of it, and
thought it rather small business. The
results, however, already justify Mr.
Bartlett's confidence in the plan as an
interesting way of employing Juniors
and enabling them to do something for
missions. Mr. Bartlett informs us that
the stamps will realize fully 875 for
missions this year, and next year he
hopes to turn in $200 from this source.
The economy that looks after the small
things is in harmony with the spirit of
Him who said: *“Gather up the frag-
ments that nothing be lost.” We trust
that our readers will help Mr. Bartlett
and his Junior workers by sending them
good supplies of used stamps.
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A Successful Institution.

There is work
lated to the wellbeing of a community
the intellectual and
moral training of the young for the duties
of citizenship.

no more intimately re

or country than

In past times this truth
has been too commonly restricted to the

education of boys But it is one of the
most gratifying signs of the times that,
side side, with the opening of new

spheres of usefulness for women, there is
v recognition of the duty and necessity
of educating them so that they mi
vesponsibility of this new state of things

with higher qualifications

Not to speak of what other churches
have done, under the of the
Methodist Church in Cana
la, an eduecational work has

auspice

1 accomplished in this

department  whose  value

cannot easily be over-esti

From our different
colleg gone
adly host of edu

ladies

mated
ladies s have
forth a

wted youny

to bright

en  and ss  Canadian
homes, and be centres of
rvefinement and intelligence

in the communities through
which they
It is of
titutions

are scattered

one of these in
and its worthy
principal that we desire to
few this

oA words in

onnection

I'he chief part in securing

the Reynolds’ property for
wblishing of a ladies
at  Whithy, was
by the Rev. Joseph

E. Sanderson, M.A. In

September, 1874, the coll

was opened by the Earl of
Dufferin,
of Canada, with
Hare,

Governor-General
Rev. J. J

as prineipal,

E. Sanderson,
In 1878

Rev
as moral governor
the building was enlarged
by the addition of Ryerson
Hall, 60 x 60 feet; also hy
L private detached residence
for the In 187
on the resignation of Mr.
Sanderson, Dr. Hare was
appointed governor as well
From this it

at Principal
Hare has nearly completed

OVernor

as principal

will be seen,

a quarter of a century of
faithtul and effective educa
tional work, whose value,

as a moulding and inspirin g influence in
the lives of those who have attended the
sed by

college, cannot be exy ny tabu
lar statement or commercial currency
Though Ontario Ladies’ College has
had to grapple with difficulties common
to all similar institutions, its educational

history has been one of continued pro
and eminent The pro
vision of ampler accommodation has been
justified by increased attendance. It
has been the ambition of Dr. Hare from
the beginning to build up a solid college,
capable of doing work in every depart
ment of a higher grade than is usually
attempted in a ladies’ college ; and the
marked of his students

gress sucecess.

success in
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examinations through

course,

two vears of a

university wnply proves that he

has succe
T'he

characteriz

edin accomplishing this object

same thoroughness and etficiency

the departments of musi
elocution

art commercial
Ihe
I'he students attend the
which they But it
has been the « D, Hare

the of re

and and do

mestic  science colle

is in n

ense sectarian

churches to belong

onstant ann of

to make institution

L centre
In this ohyeet,
Mres. Hue hias
her |

she lives for the collegs

influence

s well a

faithtully

others,
shand ; for, like
Mrs. Hare
grand-daughter of lute 1
Metealf, one of the most h
the y

cooperated with
him
is the
Franklin
oured of

toneer fathers of Can

wlian

REV. J. J. HARE, Pu.D

FOR THE PAST 25 YEARS PRINCIPAL ONTARIO LADIES' COLLEGE

Methodism, and the gdaughter of the late

Rev. D. C. McDowell, whose death dur
ing the last year, removed one of the

best iriends of the College

The efliciency of the teaching stafl, as
cevinced by past success, and the ample
facilities afforded since the building of
Frances Hall, place Ontario Ladies’ Colle
in the front rank of such institutions in
America, and give it strong claims to a
good share of the patronage and support
of those who have daughters to educate.

Tue next issue of this v will be
the Convention Number, which will have
four extra pages, and will be profusely
illustrated.
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T

been steady

h of the Epworth League
stant The fig
idences of »

ha and con

ures o

“ hoom wind th ft propl 1 “rea

tion " seems to have been dela "
Tk other day we received a note from

a minister in England, asking us to look

after a voung man from his charge, who
had gone to America, and had found
vk in New York We immediately
wrote to a prominent League worker in
New York, who found that the voung
Englishman was living near Dr. Cadman's
church, and of the vo people of
that congregation was immediately put
upon the stranger's track,  Something of
this kind should always e
done when a young man
removes from one eity to
T

b
Wi are pleased to an
nounce that, commencing
With our next numbey, Hev
S. T. Bartlett, of Madoe,
will take charge of the
Junior page Mr. Bartlett
is one of the most compe
tent Junior workers in our
Church, and the Junior

department under his direc
tion will bristle with helpful
hints for both superinten

ALl cor

the
sent

dents and junior
garding
should be
Bartlett
Ld
Rev. G. M. MivLiaax,
of Toronto, while conducting

respondence e
Junior page
direct to Bro

a service in Kingston re

cently, prayed for the mem

bers of the House of Com
mons, one of the petitions
being that they might * talk
less, and do more When
it 15 remembered that the
Legislature was in session
for over a month without
doing a stroke of work

nothing but talk, talk, talk

there was  considerable
ippropriateness in the pray
er. There are some Leagues
and churches for which this
would form a most appro
priate motto Talk  loss,
and do m
¥

Prize Essay I'he editor
of this paper will give a
prize of 215,00 for the best essay on Bi
*We live to make
wer in the land,
while we live to love every other Church

hop Simpson’s motto

our own Church a

that exalts our Christ The following
are the conditions
1. The essay must be written by a

member of the Epworth League in Can
ada, outside of the ministry

2. It
more than 1,500 words in le

than
h

3. Manuscripts must be sent to this

office not later than August 1st, 1899

must not be less 800 nor

1. The prize will be payable 210,00 in
books, and #

.00 in money,




s S

e

148 THE

(\ %58 Sk sk Sk b ok 3l bk (K

From the Ficld. =

Toronto, Central Church

work of 1 vizang and

The advantage

imasinuch as it allows th

of sube
plan are apparen
membership of t
selocting by
they wish to he their
affords a most extraordinary
the exercise of eareful foresight and judge

he League the privilege

tion, those wh

wlers, while it also
pportunity for

who are thus

ment, on the part of th
elected, in appointing to
importance those whe
has not yet been manifest to the League as
x whole, but who have given evidence, in a

positions of wminor
worth and ability

quiet way it may be, of the possession of
ability which if developed would enable them

rreater service in later years,  This

to e
plan of earefuland prayerfulselection has heen
practised in our work at Central with singular
suceess, and as a means of developing char
acter—which we place as the primary pur
pose of the work of the League —it has proved
not only to the individual, but also to the
League and the church to be of inestimable
value,  We might, indeed, multiply words in
commendation of the Constitution in other
vespeets ; but will just add that in the ex
wrimental development of the work of our
‘.|.|:v|n ong the lines laid down by it, we
have met with unparalleled success, and at
tribute a large measure of our suecess to its
ability to draw out and develop to hest ad
vantage the talents, which, for so many years
have been hidden from the eyes of men

Burlington. —The following is an ex
tract from the annual report of Burlington
Epworth League of Christion Endeavor

“We present this, the Seventh Annual
Report of the Burlington Epworth Leagu
of Christian Endeavor, with wratitude and
thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father for th
work we have been enabled to accomplish

ristian rwe
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They have made arrangements and provided

eniders for the devotional mectings held at

6490 Sunday evening They have
reatly encouraged and their heart
ul by the inereased attendance and inter
shown, « Iy by the younger members
The Sunday Sehiool Committee has co-opera
ted with intendent by looking up
nkt wher of 1089, and has al
endenvored to bring in new scholar In the
nary department interest has not heen
! S nary meetings | heen
I #3000 has been prom f which
. ' 1. Wi t
| f v three cent
Uy I n of tl !
renlat y library
1 | d pra
ol win ne by t (
it ' | ¢
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special evenings.  Under the direction of
the latter mnittee the church has been

decornted every Sunday with plants or cut

flowers,  Sixty-three bouguets, each accom
panivd by & verse of Seripture, have heen
carried to the homes of the sick and shut in
n of the roll, the League
e i membership of 111

103 active, 8 associate

After eareful revi

hias &t the present

Leagne
Endea

ominence

ton  The president
it Weston writes i—Our €

vor departiment is given u
We have a talk on t

apic for ench week

nturn ke charge

of this part of our serviee, On tl

SYDENHAM STREET CHURCH, KINGSTON, ONT.

fifty-four visits paid by the committee
They have been especially watchful for cases
of neell. They have expended in supplies
162, and have a balance on hand of 85,20,
Four temperance evenings have been pro
vided by the Temperance Committee. In
July, in view of the plebiscite vote, 5,000
temperance tenets were distributed through
out the village, Forty names have heen
wlded to our temperance pledge, and thirty
nine to the tobaceo pled
the temperance pledge ninety-three, on the
hty-eight,  Under the Literary
department splendid work has Teen done by
the literary and social committee.  They

ve presented varied and interesting pro
rammes for eight evenings, of which per

e making now on

haps the most enjoyable were * A Patriotic
Evening,” *A Mock Court,” and *An Even
¢ with our Fathers and Mothers Under
tl partment are the music amd flower
ittees. The former has provided an

wh month, and furnished als
he musical gt of the programme for

the Forward Movement three or four years
wnd have thirty members giving system
In the veport for 1897

7-98 you will
see that our League gave 835 to the fund
In addition to this, we have sent a hale of
clothing, books, toys, ete., to Algoma, and
since that, a box of hooks to form a Sunday
School library,  We have found it very help
ful to have some special work always on hand.
The interest and loyalty of the members has
been greatly stimulated as the result.  Our
interest in mission work is largely due to our
pastor, who is traly missionary in spirit, and
to whom weowe much.  We havealso a well
worked literary department, one of the
features of which was a debate between six
of the members, held earvly in the winter
The committee is mranging for a friendly
debate hetween the Christian Endeavor of the
Preshyterian Church here and onr own mem

atically

bers. It is creating great interest, and we are
looking forward to an enjoyable evening, Wi
have had evenings with different celebrated

ithors and poets.  During the last year and
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wlf our League mised enough money to and sometimes speak on a top; In fact we hemorary cbuers, has acted as leader
e and decciate our church throughont did just what we felt God wanted us to do teacher of the cla and ol work hias hoeen
have reason to be thankful for our suc ad then in the after wmeeting our bl went l
s, The League is now engaged in the  out through the congregation to endeavor 1
rk of collecting the photographs of all the lead sinners to Christ We  were richly Elmira. Th w In
nisters ever stationed at Weston,  We  blessed inour efforts, and 1 helieve we ! ur League we hia (
end to frame them and present them to the means in God's hand of leading some o sedd of sixteen " f
trustees of the church at a public meet-  the Saviour dly namher have su - ' N
in the near future, seribed to the Forward Missionary Moy WA we hud i | ¥
Berlin. — The president sends { could not secure —and an enjoy and, ot ¢
er 1e president sends the
We like t O
heering news :—We have aimed t I" ”I ,I . hakd of Pats M
Cliristian Endeavor department promi v R Pt } :
it Our regular mectigs have heen kept i elieg :
well in numbers and protit. We ha ol
v Re uling Circl v, o R, Whiting, | - W | g i
two weeks e members have heen
\ v i
v much interested in the Reading Course ka4 i I
v have supplied the programmes for the i L ; Mountain Grove -1 i
erary evenings, which hiave heen more sue ) 4 .
ne on Monday 1 }
ful than any previous year 1 s :
wve thirty dollars for the ¥ , : ;
have thisty dollars Loc'ho ¥ I i ¥ bl

bers for the

" e devaral i

DRy S thirty in nin)

L S - Ed

Ridgeway. The president  write and more an
Ve have an Epworth Leagne of Christian

Endeavor here with one honovary, nineteen Athens
ve, and  nine associate  members— thy
embership embracing Methodists, Preshy
ptists, one  Episcopalian, and
helong to no chareh We o
ized a8 a Young People's Society of
Christian Endeavor in 18 ad have, with
ry few exceptions, held our meeting every

week, I am glad to he able to say that every
wember ix ready to do his part, or has a suly

stitute to lead his meeting.  We always hold
our June  conseeration meeting on Confer
ence Sunday evening, the members of the
p gation turning out well, and appear- — ceive one or more
ing to enjoy the service Great interest is new members
taken by all the members in Missionary The Lord is with
work, though, as most of us contribute to the  us,  Some of our
Sunday School Missionary fund, the Wo-  meetingsare very

man's Missionary Society, and the

general  spivitual. The
fund, our aggr

» i mot as large ax we  topic s thorough
would like.  Next year I hope to introduce ly  studied * and
the Forward Movement fully, though we now  discussed each
use the Fulton system.  Five years s night. A plan fo
adopted the voluntary system raising funds,
we take collections at our « which we find
and socials, when they are not entirely frec very successful,

—_— is by wmeans of
Burford. —The president of the Burford u\l.l.‘ I;“.";:,\“ ‘,
League ~ writes:— A President of our oo AU
society I am indeed proud of it. 1 believe  tnuk twents conts
we have the banner society in the Norwich ¢4 coct and im
District. Last Monday evening (being the prove on for six
first Monday evening in the month) was our e pp
regular consecration meeting, and instead of
roll-call we had (as we sometimes do) & gut' in Janm
regular old-fashioned testimony meetingwhen — Ajoudy one has
nearly all of our members took part. God  loared 88 (0,
was in our midst in mighty He has

vt Moy L QUEEN STREET CHURCH, KINGSTON, 'ONT

This money goes towards — various committees, giving an acconnt of

the erection of a new church.  Last year wi 1 work done  during the past  year
wonderfully blessed us in Burford in the  pyived 875 for missions Special mention was niade of the ener

past, and is still blessing us. This year's \ st iamid Sy g i S ol
teading Course has not been taken by us as Rossland,B.C.- Mr.D. 8. Dunlop writes:  regret expressed that she could not see her

a society ; however, several, I believe, have As chairman of the Literary Committee wity to take the position another year
procured the books, which have given spl of the Rossland Epworth League, 1 organized — officers were elected, and at the close of the
did satisfaction. We as a society have been  Bihlo Workers' Training Class, modelled  mecting those present were surprised by
taking up the History of Methodism which g0 cuch classes in Y. M.C.A. s As a heing served with refreshments by the re
has been entered into with consider: matter of fact, it hecame more like such n  tiring president
interest hy outsiders as well as by the mem class than was at first intended, for, owing to
bers of our League our searcity of young women (the League BEstevan, NNW.T. - A corresponde
having existed at times with no women Writes e have in our Western town a
Salford. —The president of the Leaguneat  young or old in attendance, ) we were ablo t very lively union Peaple's Society of
Sulford  writes:— During the  past winter  Secure only young men for the elass, and a Christian Endeavor rt r f
pastor held revival meetings for six weeks voresult T turned  the elass over to the Rev. Frank Pate
He was unable to secure any outside help so  Religions Work Committee in Department V this v 1 Thy ety ir
ed me to form a band from the League  This v department we have added, I le of Method Pr I
homyself as leader, to aid him whenever is also called the Epworth League Anglican | I
STy About twenty of us joined to wnd is practieally a small Y.MCOA, its i harmony to ha .
ther and took charge of two meetings o sion heing to work espeeinlly for yom en  hoth lively and interest
k. We would sit on a platform near the —in all ways that it is able to « M. piritually and v.
front and sing, pray, give our testimonies, H. M. Hungerford, one of the League Leepe f spiritual lif
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the members by their example and work ar
vsed hy the Master in his serviee, We
y evening. and notics
teed in the hotel, and
invitations 1o froely given
Erwortit Exa has found its way here and is
appreciated.  The subseription

o sash misting

very much

Jist is smsll at present, hut we hope to in
crease it soon
Gower Street, St. John's, New

is sent by

foundland  The following not
the corre nding seerctary of Gower St
st John Newfoundland.  We would like
tor hear from our Newfoundland friends more

froquently
During the past
up our League wectings, owing
elists, Revs, Cross

five weeks we have given
to the visit

roeity, of the evan
and  Hunter.  Daring their stay in our
something over fifteen hundred per
sons have osought and  found 7 pardon
throngh believing in Christ, their Saviou
As o result onr City Leagues have inerensed
considerably their number « We

restined work again st Gower  Street last
evening, when addresses were delivered by
the chairmen of the different departinents,
ealling for volunteers to fill ench committee
Next Monday evening we hold onr vegular

monthly conseeration and reception mecting
and are looking forward fora very profitable

and enjoyable time

St. John's, New
Seeretary

Cochrane Street
foundland. The Corresponding
of Cochirane St. Leagne writes * During
the months of February and March the
of this city has been stirred hy the
f the Canadian evangelists, \Ir 8818,
and Hunter, amongst us.  Places
concert halls, lecture roc
even the services in the
various churches on the Sundays have been
forgotten in the mania to reach er St
Church wore these “men of God™ were
holding their services, In St. John's alone
5 converted, over a
thousand of whom are Methodists. A con

coming
Crossley
of amusement,

have been deserted

1 souls have been

THE CANADIA

The next time T write 1 will tell you of our
missionary efforts and our social gatherings,
for we have both, and are endeavoring
develop then in the best and highest sense

Just a Line or Two.

825,00 for the

Tur Oakville 1

St. James Relief Fund

Agiie TS

The Sunday School at Walkerton recently
took upa missionary collection of #69.00 on
one Sunday

Mi. J. W. Toun, late
Walkerton League, has g
States to enter the ministry

of the
United

President
me to the

Rev. D, R MeKeszie, missionary repre
sentative of the Windsor District
Leagues of that district during
April
canings is the name of a bright
paper published by the

. has been
visiting the
the month

Eprorth

little manuscript

Lengue st Bridgetown, N.S. The March
number is full of ul things
Rev, J. Hesprrsos reports a glorious

on the Shedden Cirenit

el women con
A League will be organized at onee

revival at Frome,
over a score of young men
verted

D F. (
is speaking
Brunswick
the interests of the F
Movement

M. Avex. Berenarr, for four and a half
years President of the League at Walkerton,
sone to Teeswater to take charge of the
swater News.  Before leaving Walkerton
he was presented with an easy chair, and an
illnminated address

Sternessoy s gone East and
it a number of points in the New
and Nova Scotia Conferences in

orward - Missionary

Fros the president of the Lucknow

League we learn that ** A good deal . talent
is being developed in the Leag The at
tendance is better than ever before, and the

ming morve solid, and

ginmmes are |
with & more consecrated spirit

EPWORTH ERA. May,

with having stopped at the Queen’s boardin

1809

On the Road,

Kingston is known as the ** Limest
City It is heautifully located at the head
of the noble St. Lawrence river, and within
a short distance of the famous Thous
Islands.  The city has a population of about
000, and possesses twenty-three churches,
four colleges, and twelve
banks, and a fine
It is, however, best
provinee as the home of
men who live in seclusion for the benetit of
their country.  Fo hear any one speak
having spent some time in Kingston arouscs
the suspicion that his residence in that burg
hadd not heen altogether voluntary. My sty
in the Limestone City was linted to ty
and T shall therefore not be charged

public schools, ti
electric railway syste

known throughout tl
v number of gent

days,

house, #s the lowest term in that hospital
institution is two 1 did, howeve
visit the penitentinry and spent an inter
ing afternoon in looking
halls and corvidors, 1t is somewhat more
difficult to admission than it used ¢
b, but a little influence secured a
whiitted to every part of the prison.  The
perfect hive of industry. One
1 for stone-cutting, where
the vattle of the hwmmers is deafening, and
the dust is almost unbearable.  The hinder
twine department employs a large number of
men, while the blacksmith shop, carpenter
, tailor shop, ete., each has its quota of
workers,  The officers say that when

Y,

n idle ll\.‘\] I\n
and hard to

yoars,

through its spacions

secure

iss which

place is a
large room is o

husy
the men areat work they are tolerably h

and well condueted, but wl

come morose, bad tempered,
HIANAL At present there are about six
Imwl\- men in the prison, each of whom

s known by a number which is attached to

the clothing across the breast,  Individuality

is Jost, for each mun is known only as num
her so and so.  The regulations are strict,
and are so well enforeed that every inmate

soon finds that it is to his advantage to vield
implicit obedience, and thus by g
duct enrn some little privileges.

con

PROVINCIAL PENITENTIARY, KINGSTON

secration service held in this circuit was at
tended by about 150 persons, while thir
three new names were enrolled, making
total membership of 100, But we have not
seen the end of the increase ; many more will
join before two months are up, and several
whose names have been dropped being
quickened by the Spirit at the evangelistic
meetings are desirous of coming back.  Our
ague has heen very prosperous during the
l‘l*‘~ owing largely to the prommence given
to spiritual work and Bible stady. .
prayer meetings held weekly at the homes .-v
the aged and infirm, distribution of tracts

and religious literature every Sunday morn
ing at the wharves to our fisherman and
sealers, and the weekly visiting and tract

distribution earried on by the young ladies
of the League among the homes of the
people, have been features of our work. To
supplement these we have a League library
with more than seventy volumes, all written
by the best Christians of the Methodist and
other Churches.  With the large increase in
membership we must open up new fields,

" Tur Literary Committee of the League at
Goderich furnishes reading matterto the boats
which call there, The prayer meeting Com
mittee hold meetings in the jail on Sunday
afternoons.

Five nesoren copies of a_letter from Dr,
Bolton, of Port Simpson, B,C., have been
distributed among the leagues of the St.
Thomas District.  Dr ton is the mis
sionary for this district.

Tur League at Galt proposes to hav
onee every six months, a representative of one
of the Preshyterian or Baptist Young People

the town eonduct their regula
devotional meeting, This is a good wa
promote inter-denominational fellowship,

Tue secretary of the League of Holland,
Manitoba, writes :—** We have a thriving
League he running all the departments,
and alsoa Junior League which is doing good
work. We have contributed to missions,
and are endeavoring to pay off a small
balance on an organ which we have pur-
chased for the church.”

Societies ¢

ONT

At six o'clock in the
rises and prepares for bieakfast, which is not
by any means s sumptuous meal. Most
people would consider the bill of fare a trifle
monotonous, 1t consists of a piece of bread,
and a cup of tea. The latter is slightly
sweetened, but no milk is added. Now
and then porridge is served for a change.
For dinner they get a bowl of soup with a
hunk of bread. Occasionally meat and
potatoes are supplied. The supper is the
same a8 the breakfast. When meal time
comes the men march through the kitchen
in single file, and get their food, which is
taken to their cells and eaten in silence and
solitude. The cells are arranged in tiers,
one above another, and are open at hoth
ends. They are so narrow that the single
bed completely fills them. During the day
the bed 1s folded up, so that there is just
space for a man to sit. After tea in the
evening there are a couple of hours for read-
ing. One hundred u} them cannot read
or write, and for these the time must
hang heavily, Most of the men, however,

morning everyhody
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enjoy rending, but they do not always yet
the kind of hterature that is best for them,
I one of the work rooms & man asked per
pussion to speak to me.  He told me that
hw used to hear me preach in Zion church,
Winnipeg. He was anxious to obtain some
rligious papers to read on Sunday, and of
course 1 promised to supply him

A visitor is impressed with the number
of young men who are in the penitentiary

¢ government returns give the lnll--unu,
information regarding age

4 per cent are under 20 y

sars of age

4 from 20 to 30 years
30 . 40
0 '

S0 60
over 60 years,

The first inference is that as men get older
they out of the criminal tendencies,
and become virtuous, hut this is not correct.
The fact 1s they die off, and their places are
tuken by young men. It used to he
mon saying that the ** good die young,
it is really the bad whose life is briet
thing kills men so quickly as sin.

In looking over the list of inmates at
Kingston, one is struck with the number
who have no oceupation. mbly many
drifted into crime becanse they had nothing
to do. A parent can scarcely inflict a greater
wrong upon his boy than to allow him to
ow up without learning a trade, and with-
out securing an education.  Such a lad is
almost sure to become a eriminal.

It is significant that less than ten per
cent. of the prisoners at Kingston are total
abstainers.

The old fortitieation known as Fort Henry
is an interesting place. Its frowning guns
overlook the Kingston Harbor, which it is
supposed to protect. Thousands of dollars
have been invested in cannon which have
never been fired except in a salute. The
walls are from six to ten feet in thickness, of
solid masonry. The fort cost about fifteen
millions of dollars. It is now occupied by
an old soldier who is the solitary representa-
tive of Her Majesty

During my stay in Kingston I visited the
beautiful cemetery about three miles from
the city, and stood for a moment beside the
grave of Sir John A. Macdonald. It is
located on the side of a gentle slope over-
looking a magnificent sweep of country. A
small marble slab marks the last resting place
of the great man, with the simple inseription—

JOHN ALEXANDER MACDONALD,
18156-1801.
AT REST.

oW

a come
but
No

Monuments to his memory have been
erected in all the leading s of Canada, but
his real monument is the Dominion of Canada
itself, and the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Methodism in  Kingston is well provided
with hun-hun. having four. Sydenham
Street church is um~ of the oldest buildings
in our connexion, but in its general equip-
ment, xlppeurlnw. ete., it is one of the most
modern.  Its auditorium is a very fine one,
capable of accommodating about 1, b‘llb]mup]v
Rev. E. B. Lanceley's many friends in the
West will be glad to know that he is having
splendid success in Kingston. Queen Street
church is a substantial stone building, pro-
viding for a congregation of about 1,000.
Rev. James Elliott, B.A., is the energet
pastor.  Brock Street, only a block or two
away, is & neat and comfortable church,
holding about seven hundred, where Rev.
T. . Brown is doing good work. Princess
reet church is a much smaller building.
he oceasion of my visit to the Limestone
City was the Sunday School anniversary of
Queen Street church.  This is a fine school,
with an attendance of nearly 400. Tt is well
arganized, and has an efticient staff of teachers
and officers. Mr, Meek is superintendent, not
merely in name, but in reality, The order
in the school is as perfect as in any day
school, and that cannot be said of many
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Sunday Schools A visitor is particularly
impressed with the manner of dismissing the
When the tune for adjournment
comes, the organ strikes up s marching tune,
and the classes pass out in military style
These is no ringing of the bell, no shouting

scholars

orders from the platform, but every ¢
seems to know When its turn has come,
and  with the utmost precision, warches

out without the slightest disorder or eomme
tion. During the past four years I have visi
two hundred Sunday Schools, but have not

seen anything prettier or more perfect than
the dismissal of this school
On Monday evening there was a mlly of

the Methodist Young
city which was so
(

ovcieties of the
.mn-lnl that the
filled. The
consisted of a
Makers  of
the Queen
were greatly

well
en Street church was almost
tirst part of the

programun
iple  of essays on ** The
Methodism,” by members  of
Street Reading Ci which
appreciated by the wdience,
Elliott has, since commencing his pastorate
in Kingston, given special attention to the

young

people with encouraging results,
8o 3

months ago the Christian Endeayor
Society of the church asked him to give them
a talk suggesting some ways in which the
members could help the pastor, the church,
and themselves. In this address he told them
that the first thing he wanted them to do was
to become an Epworth League of Christian
Endeavor, which they did at once by an
almost unanimous vote, The pastor's next
roposa! was the organization nl’ an Epworth
‘ wengue Reading Circle, and here too, success
crowned his v#ﬂﬂs There is now a Read-
nm Circle in Queen Street church of fifty
mbers, with thirty-three sets of the hooks.
Ihu‘e are one or two circles in Canada with
a membership equal to this, but they have
I sen in existence for several seasons,  Fora
Circle to reach a membership of fifty inside
of six months, is a record that is unsurpassed.
Mr. Elliott says that wonderful interest has
been developed in the reading and study of
the books.

I am pleased to add that the three pastors
Revs. Elliott, Lanceley, and Brown person-
ally gave the heartiest testimony as to the
loyalty, earnestness, and consecration of
their young people.

During the past month several other
places were visited, but my space is almost
exhausted.

At Burlington, T had a most pleasant ex-
perience with Rev. R. J. Elliott and his
enthusiastic young people.  On another page
will be found an account of the good work
being done by this League. The pastor
speaks in the highest terms of the Leaguers,
who appear to be his principal assistants in
the work of the church. It would seem as if
almost everybody in Burlington is a Methe
dist, as there is a church there large enough

modate almost the entire population.

At Hespeler, the Sunday School and League
interests were combined in one anniversary,
the former having the morning service, and
the latter the evening. The pastor, Rev. F.
ugent, who is President of the Hamilton
Conference, uses the strongest words of com-
mendation in speaking of the helpfulness of
the young pmpL. He says that their League
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15 4 hive of workers, with scarcely a drone in
it The members who work in the factories
.n rd mvaluable sssistance i looking after

wing people who come and go.  These are
commended to the pastor’s attention
cordinlly m\u.»l to the services

A Reading Cirele

wndd

of ahout twelve members

D been successfully maintained for the past
two yenrs, with inereasing interest
Those who think that the Reading Course

cannot be taken up in a factory town, where

nearly everybody works long hours, would

do well to comsider what has been sccom
plished in Hespeler

Sunday, April 106th, was spent in Wood

stock.  The Central Methodist Church of

this town has 4 very lange congregation

bly there are not more than tive larger

tions in the wh of  Canadian

s It is remarkable for the num

s than 2

ber of young people who attend. At

evening service | counte

3 The Epworth

a fine field for work which it is improving
(O

o

e here has

Spring Time.

BY REV, J. H. HAZLEWOOD,

[Read at o mmlmu of the Paris

Epworth
League Reading Circle. |

Hail to the spring time ! One and all,
Come, sing your welcome, loud and long,
Cold winter, with its frost and snow,
Its blustering winds and storms, is gone.

The cruel, biting, cold north wind,
Sighing and wearied says ** adieu,”

While balmy zephyrs sweet and pure,
Old friendships and old scenes renew,

Through all the long, long winter months,
Sleeping beneath the pure white snow
Waiting for spring time's sun and showers,

The grass and lowers begin to grow.

Back from their sunny southland homes,
Chanting their joys in sweetest song,
Building their nests so faithfully,
Come now the birds we've missed so lo

And everything breathes once again
A new,
And forth to

Goes fo

Yet not uncertain is our toil,
Seed-time and harvest, both are sure ;
For he who sows in faith shall v
And all who to the end endure.

Oh, who does not the spring time love
Sweet promise of 4 harvest grand

True type of resurrection’s morn,
Eternal spring ! Fair Beulah land

n.... papers for this
Reading Course are
be obtained f

year's
now
of charge

and may
by applying to the General Secretary, Wesley

ready,

Buildings, Tu

nto,
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Methodist Chat.

Missionary

=28,000

re than two years

Is declining an invitation from the New
York Conference to b
pundredth annual session, Governor Roose
velt replied he Methodists are my Kind

I owe them a good deal

prosent at its one

The New York Christian Advocate thinks
that ** A more doleful drag can hardly b
imagined than the attempt to raise twenty
million dollars unless there is a radical im
provement religious spirit of the
(Methodist Episcopal) denomination

in the

Brssor Hespriy, in a lecture, is reported
have said Methodisin to-day preaches
wl in more tongues than were spoken
in the whole Roman Empire in her proudest
days : and her children, taken together inall
Lads, outnumber the entire hosts of Chris
tiunity at the end of the first two centuries.

Tue Australasian Wesleyan General Seere
eary of Missions, in order to revive and inten

THE C

Our Letter Box.

A mEADER in Nova S
Attention to an iten in the
in which John Wesley's
have been printed in I8
that this was a first of April hoax,  Not so,
dear brother | Tt was simply a typographical
This is an illusteation of the perver
ity of the typ It should have read 1555,

inngines

P

M. J. W, W, Srtewagr, for some timg
President of Grace Church League, Winni
peg, has removed to Vancouver to take
charge of the business of the Imperial Life
Assurance upany.  In a note recently
received from Mr. Stewart, he says
1 am delighted with the Exa.  1tis a most
aluable papet at double the price, and fills a
v felt want for adistinetively young people’s

paper.  1E you will forward me a bundle of
nniversary numbers not to exceed say 81,00
worth 1 shall guarantee some subseriptions for

When Mr. Stewart says that he is going to
send some subseriptions we look upon it as
wbout the same thing as if the money were
inour hands,

QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY, KINGSTON, ONT.

wify enthusiasm for the work under his
charge, has projected an excursion of visita
tion to the prineipal stations where it is car
vied on. He has arranged to charter a
vessel which, if 100 passengers are seeured,
will in June and July next make a voy f
6,120 miles, visiting points, twenty of which
e named, in Australin, New Guinea, New
Britain, the New Hebrides

Powarn the Twentieth Century fund of
the English Wesleyan Church, 3,000,000 is
now in sight.  As evidence of the interest
taken in the movement by other than mem
bers of the Wesleyan Church, one of the
partners in o well known London drapery
establishment has given 82,500 for himself
and 82,000 for his wife.  The leaders in the
movement are sanguine as to the 1,000,000
guineas being raised, and it is
that should any unforseen ditliculty arise
the wealthy Taymen of the Chureh will ke

WL open seeret

up the deficiency

Quees’s Usiversiry,  Kingston, s an
institution in which the eitizens of all de
nominations take great pride.  Through the
conrtesy of the British W) e pleased

to publish & very e of the build

A CORRESPONDING secretary writes : ** We
find your suggested missionary programmes
in the Era very helpful to us, and 1 can
assure you our young people are delighted
with your paper.”

PR

W eannot begin to print all the compli
mentary things that are said about our paper,
hut here are a few words that come from fi
Rev. A. D. Morton, President of the N
Scotia Conference, writes

wa

“Allow me to congratulate you on the
general and special excel
the lat

dist journ ds. T confess that T was unfavorable
to the publication

the Eka seems to have found a sphere of its
own, and promises to be a most popular paper,
especially helpful to the organization whose

vant it is,

The League at Spencerville, Montreal
having subseribed for twenty
nine copies of the Caxanias Erworri Eri
wked Dr. 8 MeLean to let us
know how it was done so that others might
take a leaf out of their hook. The Doctor
sends the following letter
* Would

our method of procuring

we have

ay i reply to your letter, asking

seribers to the
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f our cabinet

in our treasury

Erwortit Eka, at a meeting
we concluded that the me

abtained by a musical and literary social, might
bee sed for u literary and spiritual help to our
Leaguers.  To acconplish this, with the con
sent of the League, we decided to place a paper

L and it

in each ho
is understond the members fro
will contribute at least five cents to
monthly collection.  We are well pleased w
the paper, v splendid invest
ment

« represented in the Leag
these homes
it

and consider it
P

Rev. J. K. Howves, of Mount Brydges,
sends the following note

I see you want suggestions as to how the
League can help the cinl
services just elosed here a month ago, conducted
by Evangelists  Moull and Brownlow,
Toronto, over one hundred souls were won for
Christ and the Church. I found my League
Presidents a wonderful help to me in seeking
out convicted ones, pointing many to the
Saviour, and keeping a record of names of con
verts, If the League don't help the pastor
there's something wrong—in the pastor

pastor. In the

Prominent People.

Tue memorial to Lord Tennyson in Has-
lemere church is to take the form of a
window, after a design by the late Sir Edward
Burne-Jones, one of the last of series
illustrating the story of the Holy Grail, re
presenting the vision which came to Sir
Galahad in the little chapel. The window
will cost about £100.

Now that the life of Rudyard Kipling will
he spared, the Preshuterion hopes that he will
come out of his trying ordeal with a rich
Christian experience, and give the world the
benefit of it in the future products of his
pen.  And it adds here is no discount
ing his genius. Some of his verses possess
abiding merit, He has suceeeded in striking
i popular chord, and in securing a recog
nized literary standing hoth in Europe and
Ameriea uture before him,
even better work is yet to be expected.”

Rev. Dr. Steern, in the Rambler, thus
contrasts two t New York {nrv.n‘lu s, Dr
Cuyler and Dr. Parkhurst : ** Both are Pres

byterian preachers; but how different !
Parkhurst wore a gown ; Cuyler ordinary
dress.  Parkhurst made few gestures ; Cuyler
«‘\\[l(llllhll freely, one nught almost say
. for he used both hands as if they
, smiting and thrusting, and with
.l.-mh.-.l fist striking the pulpit like a sledge
hammer. Parkhurst read his sermon ; Cuy
spoke without notes, Yarkhurst’'s sermon
wis less than half hour long ; Cuyler's more
than an hour, and everybody leaning to eatch
the final syllable. I'.url.huh! was calm and
lucil; Cuyler fiery and vehement. Park
hurst was i gentle breeze ; Cuyler a cyclone.
Parkhurst was & moral lecturer ; Cuyler an
evangelieal preacher.”

Di. GussaviLus, in the six years of his
service at Plymouth Church, Chicago, raised
something over £6,000,000 for institutions
which he chose toaid or found, One Sunday
he set forth in his best manner the things
that ought to be done for the young hoys and
girls of our generation. When
through, Philip . Armour came fors
said : ** Do you believe in those ideas you
just now expressed 2"+ Tcertainly do,” said
Dr. Gunsaulus. ** And them
out if you had the 1" Most
assuredly,” ** Well then,” said Mr. Armour,

“if you will give me five years of your time
1 will give you the money.”  The result was
that Armour Institute has Dr. Gunsaulus as
its president, where 1,200 young men and
wonen are taught the most important in
dustrial branches.  The Sabbath address i
to go down in history under the title of the
800,000 sermon
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Rev. Dr. Searuise, Principal of Wesley
College, Winnipeg, has hee
ws in Toronto, The Doet
oy College being in a most p
nditi Ten years ago when he

took

liurge of this institution it had  sev
tudents,  The attendance has increa
iving the years sinc  the following

Ao

131, 150,

This is 0 magnificent record ! In the exam

PRINCIPAL SPARLING.

inations at Manitoba University, Wesley
College stands ahead of any of its competi-
tors.  Its students took wmore zes  and
scholarships last year than all the other
colleges and high schools of the Provinee
combined. Out of a possible seven first
scholarships Wesley captured six.  We eon-
gratulate the worthy Principal and his cond-
Jutors on this splendid success.

Temperance Notes.

Di. Parknvest says : I know what these
saloons ave.  Thave visited them at all hours
of the night, and on all nights of the week,
and there is not an extenuating word that
deserves to be spoken in behalf of them.
They are foul, beastly, and swinish; the p
lific hotbeds of vile politics, profane ribaldr
and unspeakable sensuality,

A corrEsPONDENT of the New York Eren-
ing Post, who is editorially vouched for by
that conservative paper, writing from San
Juan, Porto Rico, makes the serious charge
that the troops upon that island are exhibit-
ing a drunken brutality that is fast making
the people, who only a few weeks ago wel-
comed them with such applause, hate the
American uent with a wmore bitter
hatred than that which they felt for Spain.

Tue Rev. Dr. J. 0. Wilson, of St. An-
drew's Church, New York, in the course of
# sermon which he preached last Sunday,
said the saloon may be a poor man's club,
but far more truthfully may be styled ** poor
man'’s hell.”  To speak one word or syllable
favorable to saloons was, in his judgment, an
unpardonable crime against suffering woman-
hood, oppressed childhood, and  despoiled
umllhum‘l, a crime that ean be atoned for
neither by episcopal robes, nor by a long life
of total abstinence,

I is said that at one port in Africa, some
time since, a missionary and 50,000 barrels of
whiskey were landed at the same time. Dr.
Leonard points out the fact that the modern
rum trader is in danger of working greater
injury among the natives than the former
slave trade. When it is remembered that
wore than 40,000,000 people were carried
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away by the slavers, only about 2,000,000
surviving the he s of the awful journey,
we can form some conception of the ravages
of rum with which Christendom is threaten
ing the Dark continent

It has been said that the time is swiftly
coming when polities will be the only oceu
pation open to the intemperate wan. If
there is anything in Christian eitizenship
more than mere wind, this last ocenpation
will be of but brief duration. However,
it should be noted that, with all the oppor
tunity which the intemperate army has to
legislate in its own r, it is steadily losing
ground,  The reason for this is plain
There is & higher authority than the statute
hook of the nation.  The law of the iy
favor drunkenness, but the law of God has
sentenced it to death, and it is dyi

mneil of Chat
linance com

\ FEW W s ago the city
tanooga, Tenn., passed
pelling all sale rom 10 pom
toda.m. Saloon-ke tempted to have
the ordinance amended by making midnight
the closing hour. A mass meeting of promi
nent wome the city was held at the Au-
ditorium, and resolutions of protest against
the amendment were adopted.  Two hun
dred women then marched to the chamber
wh the council was to meet.  While the
aldermen where assembling the women sang
“ Rock of Ages,” * Stand up for Jesus,” and
other hymns. The council did not alter the
ordinance.

It seems incredible, until we seriously
think about it, that the drink bill of the
United Kingdom for last year, according to
Dr. Dawson Burns, ached the almost
fabulous sum of over £154,000,000.  This is
a most serious thing from an economic and
moral point of view, for after all this t
amount does not represent the whole loss to
the country. There are the wrecked lives of
men and women by thousands, who, but for
this monstrous evil, might have att
honorable positions in society, and helped t
promote holiness and truth.  The influence,
too, of these wasted lives on others can never
be estimated. — The Christion.

of Giving
b by William I
Room, Tor Pamphlet, 31

10 ents

“Being,” as the author says, **an argu-
ment in proof that all to whom the written
Revelation has come are hound by the same
to tithe their income,” and without doubt
he has prepared one of the strongest and
most clearly stated arguments on the Serip
tural teachings concerning the law of tithing
ever presented.  The premises, well taken,
are that as neither judgment, nor gratitude,
nor even love can suggest the true and fixe
amount of offering which will be well pleas-
ing to God, the writer turns to the W
and tracing the teachings concerning the law,
and placing beside it the law of the Sabbath,
the proof is forcibly pressed home that as
Gaod has demanded a set portion of our tims
one seventh, so has He, with equal
claim, demanded a set portion of our posses
one tenth.  The book is so well
» plainly stated
he distribution
people would

Rev. C. W

A varisi beadle was lately much exercised
at the appearance of a strange old gentleman
who, when the sermon was about to begin,
took an ear trumpet, in two parts, out of his
wocket, and began screwing them together,

he beadle watched him until the process
was completed, and then, going stealthily up,
whispered : ** Ye mauna play that here! If
ye dae, I'll turn ye oot ! "~ Tit-Bits.
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The Coupon System of Giving.

Sinee the publieation of onr March num

ber, in which reference was wade to the
Coupon System of giving now hein used by
the First’ Methodist Church, London, the

Treasurer, Mr. T. R arker, has received
many letters asking for information about
the new plan.  For the benefit of these, and
many others who are iterested in church
finances we give the following information
which has been supplied by Mr. Parker.  In
regard to the eards used i securing weekly
subseriptions, quarterly  notices,  account
the method is practically the
same as the **envelope system,” with which
most church treasurers quite familing
It differs in this respect @ Every contributor
in supplivd with a sheet of coupons in addi
tion to his envelopes.  Each coupon is num
, oand dated, and the amount given
el

the first three coupons of the
series of fifty-two, which would be used by
a person contributing 10O per Sunday

s, ete,

a8l
HODIST CHURCH,
London, Ont
Amount Given, 81,00,
Muy 15th, 1809

THE FIRN

No. b81,
THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH,
Lowdon, Ont.
Amount Given, £1.00.
nd, 1899,

THE FIRST METHODIST CHURCH,

Lomy
Amount Given, £1.00,
May Mith, 1809,

The method of paying is to enclose one of
the coupons with the amonnt of money which
it ealls for in the swall envelope and put it
on the collection plate every Sunday, 1f a
subscriber gets hehind & Sunday he can put
in two coupons, and twice the usual amount
the following Sunday.  Hissheet of coupons
always shows him where he stands

Concerning the benefits of this plan Mr
Parker writes Some will likely ask why
is this system better than the ordinary enve
+1 The subscriber is less likely to get
wfused in his account.  The ¢
all in one sheet and yet easily detached on
aceount of perforation, are less likely to be
Jost than is the case with separate envelopes
In fact he is his own book-Keeper, and our
experience is that we raised #1600 more the
first year we tried it than befor ne
may sy it is all very well for a large church
like the First Methodist Chureh, London,
but it will not do for a small church. We
have put the same into effect in the three
missions connected with our church, and 1t
is working well, and several churches in Lon
don have adopted the system and they all
say it is the best they hay ol
feature about it is that if s Ny
ypons on hand that should have been paid
it reminds them they have no
chureh, and ‘it sets them thinking where
they have been.”  This applies especially to
young peog ming from the 3
the cities where they have been in the habit
of going to chureh, and when leaving home
promised their parents they would go to
church eve Sunday. Tt is a quiet admoni
tion that they have not kept their promise

upons being

e ¢

Remessex it is the very time for faith 1o
work when sight ceases. — Geo, Mulles
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© HORDROHOROOI O © ORI OO0 CROTHOROHOROR
By Rev. T. J MAL
MAY 14.—-“GOD'S COVENANT AND
. OURS "

MEETING)

Pakx,

(A PLEIGE
e

Home Reanizes

With Alieam

The eternal covenant
Heh

Itisa
least  two
or refean from doing some act
This is in part the legal definition.

A covenant implics two persons.
matual ement between at
prties to
or thing.
When we come into t pnlm of rel
the word covenant has a definite and spes
meaning. It means the promises of €
revealed in the Scriptures, conditione
certain terms on the part of man,  He
have the two persons, and the mutual agree
ment,  God and man are the two persons,
and the agreement is that God will do cer
tain things on condition of man's repentance,
fuith, and obedience. It bhecomes mutual
when man responds to God'’s appeals and
fills his part of the covenant.  God's part -I‘i

the covenant never fails. 1f  heavenly
promises are not fulfilled, it is because
earthly conditions are not observed. Hence

we may suy the topic resolves itself into
this, **( covenant and our obligation.”

GOD'S COVENANT,

The topie Seripture brings into view the
covenant of the Lord the early stages of
its fultilment, viz., in relation to his ancient
people. The way in which God regards his
promises is the same now as then, and if we
ean determine God's ancient attitude to-
wards his promises, we can know what that
attitude will be in this modern day, for he
changes not.,

Iue Covesast Rememseren.—** He
hath remembered his covenant forever.”
1 cannot forget anything.  All the things
that he has promised he will surely perform,
though long ages may intervene betw the
giving of the promise and its accomplish-
ment.  If God were to cease to remember
his engagements, he would cease to he God.
Should God forget for one moment, the uni-
verse would dissolve, and rush out again
from the realm of law and order into chaos
and night.  God's infinite intelligence, ever-
lasting unchangeableness, and past dealings
with the universe, afford ample guarantees
to us now-n-days of his unfailing remem-
brance of his side of the covenant.

2. Tue Covesast PERPETUATED.
word which he commanded to a thousand
generations.” A thousand generations "
means innumerable generations, and covers
humanity for all time. Each one of us
Coues in at some point in the procession.
Every individual man, every epoch of his-
tory. every nation of the world, is included,
On, on down the ages the promises are
repeated and honored by the Giver, until the
heavens are rolled up like a scroll, the sun is
darkened, the earth melted, and man's pro-
bation ended.  Prowmises of pardon, peace,
purity, and paradise, all through the cen-
turies to those who will repent, believe, and
obey.

3. Tue Covesast  Coxrermen. — ** He
contirmed the same unto Jacob for a law,
and to Israel for an everlasting covenant.”
For the encouragement of mankind, God
confirms his covenant again and again. In
case men should suppose that the promises
made to one generation do not_apply to
another, the Lord repeats them.  Not only is

“The
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the covenant confirmed hy repetition, but by
experience.  Every age as it passes leaves
behind 1 additional volume of evidence
testifying most_conclusively to the faithful-
ness of God, Thestory of the slowly moving
centuries is illustrative of the confirmation
of God's covenant with mankind,

Tie Covexast Fourmien

The pro-

mises of the Almighty are accomplished
© and exactly however great the im
probability.  When' the ancient race was

promised the land of Cansan for an inheri-
tance the fulfilment of the promise seemed
utterly improbable, if not impossible.  For
at the time of the covenant, the people were
few in number, strangers in the
derers having no fixed place of abode, and
determinedly opposed by clever and unserup-
ulous enemies —a poor lookout indeed fi
conquest of the land flowing with milk and
hone, But God, with the co-operation of
his people, honored his covenant, and ful-
filled his promise, and the 1|l||mw|lnl|-Imunu'
the actual.  What does this mean ! That
all God's promises are certain, and certain
now.  Whether we think of his promise in
regard to the pardon of sin, or renewal of the
nature, or construction of Christian  char-
acter, or the future triumphs of the Gospel,
all is certain when conditions are wmet,
“Behold T make all things new !" se
impossible to many minds, but it is recei
illustration every day.

OUR OBLIGATION.

It is true that some of God's promises are
uneonditional ; but the ones that concern us
mortals most are conditional promises, that
is, |vr--u|m~ that require something on our

wrt e they can be fulfilled.  And what
15 x.-.,ulrml of us towards the accomplisl t
of God's covenant is our obligation. And

what is it ? It involves various things
according to the promise under consideration.

1. Salvation is promised ; but only to those
who believe in Jesus Cl as the only
Saviour from sin, who believe not only with
the assent of the but with the consent
of the will, and the trust of the heart, who
believe with a living, active, purifying faith
that renews the soul, and binds the life in
obedience to God. This is our obligation,
if we desire the blessings of salvation.

2. C with God is

ﬂll'f on condition that we live in harmony
with his will as expressed in his Word, It is
the pure in heart who see God ; all others are
excluded from the vision, It is the Enochs
who walk with God—men of faith and faith-
fulness ; all others must walk alone. Com-
munion is conditioned on constancy in trust
and service. Here is our obligation if we
erave for divine communion—the highest
function of the soul.
. Christian character is promised ; but
only in response to our consecration to the
divine service. True character is the effect
of a cause. It is the operation of the law of
causation in the spiritual world. 1In short,
be vight and do uglll. according to the Bible
standard, is the cause, and the inevitable
effect is Christian character, Again our obli-
gation is apparent in required loyalty to the
entire body of teaching of revealed truth.
And now appears in its proper and logical
place, the active member's pledge which in-
cludes part of our obligation as members of
the church, and active members of the
League—our side of the covenant, due not
so much to the League of which we are
members, but to God whose servants we are.
Read that pledge in quiet before God, and
learn how much of your obligation as a
Christian and a Leaguer is included in it.

but

THE PLEDGE ANALYZED.

1. Christ is the example of all holy endea-
vor,
2. The Holy Spirit is the source of help.
3. Our endeavor includes two things ; first,

to learn our Heavenly Father's will ; second,
to doit.  We aim to bring our pnwnce up to
the of our of

divine (hmgm
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4. We deliberately plan to study the
Bible, and to have stated seasons of private
prayer every day.  This is our fixed rule it
ln e and abroad.

We promise to be present at every
meeting of the Christisn Endeavor Depart.

ment. and take some part in it.  There is
only one reason for absence acceptable, and
that is, when we can conse
Master to excuse us from our

6. Weare members of the Church first, and
as i consequence, an active member of th
League, and we therefore promise to be trie
to all our duties as members of the church.
7. Weaim to make our outward conduct
consistent with our profession, and therefore
agree to abstain from all amusements and
habits of which we believe God would dis
up]m-w

\

bring our money
|u|| life, and promise to honor
it, as he has prospered us,
such principles a bond of friend.
ship is formed, and we believe in perpetuat.
ing it by kindly words and deeds.
10. We strive to be soul-winners, and we
endeavor to bring those with whom we as-
sociate to a saving knowledge of Christ.

up into our cons
iod with

TIMELY REMARKS,

This is our pledge, our obligation, spread
out plainly before us. 1t involves principles
vy loyal follower of Christ should
s to assume for his Master's sake.
carry it out rwlumno much grace,
determination, and persistence.  Cultivate
what you have of llwﬂe qualities, and ask

you shall not ask in vain.

God for more and
A plede of thi
less, Very helpful to the individual and to
the society, if thoughtfully assumed, and
faithfully performed ; but utterly hel
when it becomes a dead letter, without bind-
ing power upon the consciences of those con-
cerned. For our own sake, our League's

sake, our Church’s sake, our Master's sake,
the world's sake, let the Leagues of Canada
be faithful to their covenant. |

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.
This meeting is the one nearest to the date
of the anniversary of the organization of the
Epworth League. State this fact, enlarging
somewhat upon it, und show the appropriate-
ness of studying the pledge which contains
the vrinciples of the League's purpose and
action. Invite your pastor to give a ten-
minutes address on *Our Anniversary,”
showing the growth, power, and present ef-
ficiency of the League, especially in Canada.
After the consideration of tlw tu]nc Imve the
active and
and solemnly renew their pledgml ﬁequent
each member a week in advance to bring
pledge card.  Hold a brief testimony meet-
ing suggesting as a nul)]ect ** What the
League has done for me.” Pray for the in-
creased power and usefulness of the League
for the new year.

~“THE GIFT OF POWER.”
Actx. 1: 15

Home Reapises
Promised by prophets.
4411

MAY 21,

Mon., May 15,

'l'm-l May 16, Promised by ’rnun.
ower

wl.) May 17. The enduemient o
u., May 15, The work of the Spirit
Fri,, May 190, Guided by the Spiri Acts 8 : 2040,
Sat,, Quic] kened by the Hlllnl Ezek. 871 114

It is a great matter to return to first
principles, and realize afresh their power
and importance. In the theological world,
after years of speculation and vain philoso-
phizing, the call is heard, *‘back to Christ.”
And in individual Christian ex rience, as
well as in the great work of the Church,
wisely may thu command he ven. **back
to Pentecost,” back to the first pnnclpleu of
our faith. The gift of power was the gift of
the Holy Spirit—the central event of Pente-
cost, the central force of the Church in all
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5. There was nothing that little band of
iples needed so much as the presence of
their Lord in Spirit, now that he had de-
ported from them in body.  They need him
Comfort a Guide, a Helper, an
Inspirer.  These disciples were few in num-
her, and without social standing, learning, or
wealth——the things the world regards as
pludges of success. But in spite of the
unfavorable present, and  the  forboding
froure, judging from human standards, the
Lord declared, ** But ye shall receive power
when the Holy Ghost is come upon you.”
Aund this gift graciously given, and cagerly
received, was the source of apostolic success,
and all subsequent spiritual achievement and
progress, Let us look back at this pente-
cstal power, and learn its meaning, and
pray that such power may be granted to us in
the discharge of the duties God has given us.

0

TECOSTAL POWER 18 THE POWER OF
Revtciovs EARNESTNE S Half hearted
religion is no religion at all.  God wants the
whole heart ory Earnestness is working
at religion, not playing at it. It wakes
religion one's chief business. It goes at it
wamen dig for gold in the mountains, deter-
mined to have it if it is there, That
was the way with these first disciples.
They knew the power existed and was
meant for them. So they s going to
have it.  They woul set God's conditions
in order to attain it. hus, tersely remarks
Berry on this subject, and we shall use some
of the good things he has said.

2. Pextecostar, Power 1s THE PowER oF
UstoN.—In union there is strength. In
division there is wenkness. We are told
those one hundred and
3 «all in that upper r m,
not one hundred and nineteen, but one
hundred and twenty.  All there, and all with
e accord.  The Spirvitual heat generated,
fused all hearts into one.  Did you ever see
the hard cold pieces of iron melt and tlow
together in the furnace / Then the moulder
can make what he pleases out of the molten
mass.  So with the Church and the League
when united by the Holy Spirit.  The lack
of union destroys the power of the human
hody or of the Christian Church. Think
how & number of League workers, or church
members who never unite in prayer and
effort rob the church of its strength !

4. Tuis Pow s THE POWER 1
ror CHRIST.— Christianity

lvances by means of testimony ; and only
so. Where no one speaks for it, it dies.
Tnagine Peter spending a week or & month
without mentioning the name of Jesus.
Tmagine groups of the disciples meeting and
talking about the weather, the crops, polities,
or business, not saying a solitary word about
their ascended Lord. True, holy living is
good testimony for Christ, and in the long
run and in most cases, the most effective
testimony.  Without it, talk is mere
hypocrisy.  But true, also, that out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh,
and when the heart is as full of the Spirit of
Jesus, and the truth of Jesus as were the
hearts of the first disciples, the tongue
reveals the fact, and witnesses to the fact at
the proper season. How many Christians
are tongue-tied !

4. Tmis Power 15 THE PowER OF TH
Worn oF Gon.—Have you noticed at Pente-
cost what a reasoner, what an expositor,
what an orator Peter became? Have you
observed how his eloquence burned its way
into the hearts of his auditors ¢ What gave
him that power to move men/ Read over
lis address and you will find nothing that
you can explain” by the ordinary rules of
thetorie. It is the plainest kind of speech,
lut made mighty as the Word of God by the
Yuwer of the Spirit by which Peter was glled.

)id you ever notice an earnest student of
the Bible who did not grow in piety { Did
you ever know a church or a league fed on
God's Word, that did not have something
like Pentecostal power ! Did you ever know
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the power of the Spirit to come where the
Word of Gad is not honored ¢

5. OrHer CHARACTERISTIOSN oF  Prate
costal Power.— 1t is the power of prayer,
the power of a complete consecration, the
power of an indomitable courage, the power
of spiritual concentration, the power of
winning souls for Christ. It was a power to
live like Christ, to suffer patiently for Christ,
and to speak convineingly of Christ.  But
all these characteristics are summed up in
this: it is the power of the Holy Spirit— the
power of human hearts when taken posse
sion of by the divine Spirit.  Will there be

mistaking this power ! Will there be

any doubt what has happened to us when we
are filled with the Holy Spirit
THE TRUTH AFPLIED.

We have waited six thousand years for
steam and electricity : but these forces ex
isted in Eden, and ight have heen used if
the process had only heen known.  We have
waited two thousand years sinee Christ for
the promised conversion of the world.  The
power to bring it about exists. It is centred
i the Holy Spirit. It is pentecostal power.
Shall we have it 7 Shall we possess it
speedily /O shall we wait another two
thousand years while the world rolls on in
iniquity, and generation after generation
passes on without the hope or power of the
gospel ¢ Let the Epworth Leagues of Cana
dian Methodisin answer the heart-searching
quest

A HELPFUL OUTLINE,

Subject —* Power for Service,"”

1. In What it Consists.—The indwelling
of the Holy Spirit.  When the power is (1)
supernatural in its character. (h) Natural in
its operations, employing man's ordinary
faculties. () Adequate in its measure, mect
ing all the necessitics of those who serve,

2 From  Whow it From the
Father as its source, and from Christ as its
dispense ence it is to be sought from
these alone by (a) Obedient waiting (verse
4). (b) Earnest praying (verse 14, 11-1). (0)
Humble self-renunciation.

8. To Whom it is Given —(a) To believers
in Christ, as theapostles were,  (h) To those
who surrender themselves unreservedly for
Christ’s service. (¢) Tothose who believingly
wait for the heavenly yift

For What it is Granted.—To enable
its recipients to witness for Christ.  This the
Holy Spirit does by witnessing for Christ in
them. Without the Spirit's help, no words
of apostle, prophet, evangelist, preacher, or
leaguer could efficiently testify for Christ,
that is, testify in such a way as to savingly
reach the hearts and consciences of hearers,

Whitelaw.

Comes.

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Keep the topic thought before the meeting
throughout, Carefully select hymns hearing
on the Holy Spirit.  Spend more time than
usual in prayer for the gift of power, the
descent .,E the Spirit as the essential equip-
ment for service.  Let the meeting be rever-

tial, devout, yet cheerful. Select the most
spiritually minded, eapable member of the
League to give a heart to heart talk on
“ Power for Servic Cause every member
to feel that this week's Seripture study pre-
sents the essential element in individual and
church life and work.  Without it our
leagues are helpless.

MAY 28.“ESTABLISHED IN HEART.”

Row. 1; 11, 12; Pa. 112; 110,

READINGS,

by God .. ....1 Peter
in Christ.

through faith,

with grace

ished in the faith .

1 in the trut

Howe

The way people think, and feel, and do in
this world has a tendency to become per-
manent. Physiology, the science of body,

psychology, the science of mind, and theo-
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logy, the science divine things, all declare
it.  If, therefore, people think nght, and
feel right, and do right, as the habit of hife,
it will come about in time that all their
activity will be right will become
established in goodness and righteousness
The opposite is equally true that thinking
wrong, ing wrong, and domng wrong,
as the habit of life, will in time produce a
character fi in evil, utterly at enmity
with Gl There is great encouragement in
this law for the Chnstian man ; and great
honor in it for the unbeliever per
manency becomes stamped on human lives,
and it is a thought of overwhelming
solemnity, that this earthly fixity, what we
are and what we do mines our condition
in the coming life. 8o that both time and

ity appeal to us to live in harmony with

so that celestial music may charm our
being here and hereafter.  To be establish
in heart is the greatest moral achievement
possible to man,

1. Wuar Dogs 1r Meax /—By un estab-
lished heart is meant, says one, the ch
acter that is in process of heing tennsformed
wholly into the likeness of Christ. 1t does
not mean that the Christian can ever reach
a point beyond which there will not be pro
gress.  But it does mean that he has pas
beyond the point of wavering |
ving God unl\ serving sin—that |
fore the question of the soul's destiny,
and is beyond the point of turning back into
the world.

We havebecome established : (@) In fuith
We helieve in Christ with an assurance and
tenacity that hing can shake. We be-
lieve in him in his offices as propi
and King - our Teacher, our Savic
Sovereign.  We instructed,
ruled by him, and we desire no other
are satisfied, abundantly satistied, and noth
ing in_the world considere rt from God
can aliure us. (b)) T knowledge - Know
ledge of divine things are received, trusted,
and applied with unwavering and unremit
ting attention. The gospel of Christ is
received so completely that we see its adap.
tation to all our wants. It becomes its own
eviden It proves by experience its divine
origin-— that the divine Being, who revealed
the truth, knew also what was in man
Doubt vanishes ; the heart and the wind are
both at rest. (¢) In holiness. We become
so established in doing right that we get &
fixed abhorrence of evil, and love forits
own sake. We be P
simple goodness, and glow into a white heat
of spiritual zeal over pure morality,  Wenow
instinctively abhor that which is evil and
cleave to that which is good.  And nothing
can clange us. We are fixed in our belief
and  practice. () In conduct. We  are
established in all those external acts that flow
from holiness.  Heart-holiness is mani
in daily conduct and habits, in every good
word and work, We are epistles read and
known of all men.  We are letting our light
shine before men that they way see our good
works  The profession of our lips and the
confession of our lives in word and deed
exactly correspond, and continue to corr
pond without variation. Some people |

st

ilie
the profession solemnly made before God,

when they are away from hom Among
their worldly companions, or in the dark
hours of the night, or in the inner chamber
of their own thoughts, where no human
can  penetrate. They have not becon
established in  consistent godly conduct.
They vary so. They cannot say ** my heart
is fixed trusting in the Lord.”

didly, if we do not trust and obey

the ?mhu of our lives, do we

atall 7 Is it not a question of surroundings,
more than of change of heart { 1f we are
with good people we conform to their way,
but if we are with people indifferent as to
their morality, we drift with the tide. Don't
deceive yourself ! There is no Christianity
in that. You are an unprofitable servaut
unworthy of your great divine Master
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LOOK AT 1T ANOTHER WAY

Franiessyess, Fisgosess, Farrn. —These
and closely allied qualities are
ol in the Christian life, &
always the heritage of a's people, .
three stand or fall together, remarks Burn,
from whom we quote, as they mentioned
together in our topic psadimn. Where is no
fear, there is no fixity ; and where there is
no fixity there is no fuith,
Fooilessness his  consists in - several
() In not being afraid of evil ti
before they come.  The fearless man
s o lurking earve, or harrassing anxieties,
He will wait patiently and with confidence
and conrage il evils arrive, if they are to
come, hefore he pronounces upon them amd
calls them fearful.  (0) Innot being afraid of
evil tidings when they come.
manful ermination, the
maketh the tof disastors w
and thanks God that they ave not worse.  He
will face his reverses, examine them, and
neuer then. (1) In not being afraid
svil tidings after they have come. The man
of age does not fear consequences, bt
carves i new career out of misfortune, and
brings good out of evil.  He believes that
all things work together for good to them
that love God 3 and acts as if he believed it
Fireduess. —How is fearlessness connected
with fixedness !
t

Possessing a
fearless  man
they com

And this is what we
So that fixed-
() A
fi

and steadfastness.
mean by heing establishe
ness implies at least two qualities
steady preparation to meet possible
It means a concentration of for
weak points that may easily be attacked,
gathering up of strength and solidity.  Our
faith, for example, may be attacked ; and we
examine its evidences, K-
ness, and fortify ourselves with
that cannot be refuted.  Our cirtue may be
the object of onslaught ; and we surround
it with impregnable fortifications.  Our
intelligenee is in danger of degradation ; and
we br it with healthful thought, and
helpful rea (h) A strong determing
tion to . “None «
these things move me,” said the sturdy
Paul. A man who has not learned to say
“no o whois not resolved that he will take
God's way in spite of every dog that can bay
or bark at him, in spite of every silvery voice
that woos him aside, will he a weak and
wretehed man, and of little, if of any service
in the religious world. - Whoever lets him
self be shaped and guided by anything lower
han an inflexible will, fixed in obedience to
od, will in the end be shaped into de
formity, and guided to loss and trouble.
need a wholesome obstinacy in the right,
that will be neither bribed, nor coaxed, nor
bullied.

Faith. —Magnificent a quality as fixedness
is, it s impossible without faith.  There is
no stability or persistence of righteous pur-
pose possible for us, unless we are made
strong heeause we lay hold of (
and stand firm because we are
Without that hold, we shall be swept away
by storms of calamity, or gusts of passion.
Without that there will not be solidity
enough in our character.  To stand amidst
earthquakes and storms, we must be built
upon the rock, and build rock-like upon it.
Build thy strength upon God,

SIDE-LIGHTS,

As the Christian wrows upward in the
branches, he should grow downward in the
root

The best saints while they are in such a
world as this have need to be more and more
established in faith and practi

A good man shall have a
settled reputation ; he shall be hon
God, and of the best men.  His reputation
shall be established as honorable,

The righteous are established because they
rest upon immovable foundations—God, and
his righteousness, love, and power. They

THE CANADIA

are not tossed about ; they stand **foursquare
at blows,
lure because their charac
wluring mate: “with,
s, righteousness, nothing can
hey shall abide, and all who
" We become established in
heart, (1) by study, exposition, and reflec
tion upon the Word of God. (h) By prayer
and meditation upon divine things. (¢) By
steady and persistent practice of righteous-
ness in inward and outward life. (d) By
summoning into activity all the individual
powers towards daily spiritual "
(¢) By doing all in our power to pron
prineiples of the kingdom of God everywhere,
THE
minute papers or addresses
eting with the following
L lished i heart, what
** Established in h . how
** Established in heart, its results.”
Give the new members something to do as a
contribution to the topic discussion.  Ask
several of them to bring a thought bearing
on the topie, written beforehand, and read at
the League meeting.  Let there he earnest
prayer that the members of the League may
possess the blessings of which the topie
treats.  Don't negleet Seripture referen

possexs them

PRESIDENT.

subjects
means,”
tained ;'

JUNE 4.—*WHEAT AND TARES.”

(THE TOPIC IS A NUTSHELL,)
Matt, 12 ;
Home ReapiNes,

2 Chron, #5: 197,
he Twelve, John 6 ;671
arly Chureh
Avts 4 18297 1 5 10,
Aots = 1 024,

Rev, 2 1 12
June uished. Vdohn §: 11

The g leacher turns a harvest field
into a school-room for the instruction of
humanit Ihe field is the world ; in other
words, the soil is the hearts of men. The
one sower with the good seed is the Son of
God.  The one with the bad seed is the evil
one.  The good seed develops into ** the
children of the Kingdom ;" the bad seed
into **the children of the wicked one.” The
two classes perform their life's activities side
by side till the earthly scene closes, in some
cases searcely distinguishable the one from
the other to the human eye, but always dis-
tinguishable to the divine eye.  Then the
reckoning time.  The former receive eternal
reward ; the latter sufer eternal loss,

CTION OR TWoO,
presents the  harrowing
1+ our everyday life—that
acquaintances to whom we pleasantly say,
s morning,” or with whom we walk the
r ride in the railway train, or trar
these with whom we are on
ndly and cordial terms may be and
frequently are, hy their own choice or fatal
indifference, outside the kingdom of God,
s of the moral harvest field. The
ntensifies in terror when we con-
that members of the one family may be
thus divided —father among *‘the tares,”
mother and children among **the wheat ;"
or the sons, **children of the
the daughters, ** children of the Kingdom
the dearest  earthly ionships  to  be
severed forever when life ends.

2. Young Christians, especially, are likely
to fall into the error of supposing that be

use there does not seem to be any differ-

ce between them and their unconverted

mpanions, that therefore there isno differ-
ence, They wear the same kind of clothes,
eat the same kind of food, go to the same
school, attend the same church, and walk the
same streets — what difference is there ! Well,
the tares cannot be distinguished in outward
appearance for considerable time from the
good wheat.  Both look alike externally.
But the fact is, the internal life of the tare

ness
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different from that of the wh

wi after both have grown for
e tare produces a poisonous se

a seed good for food ; and the sole
nee is in the internal life of the tw

seeds. So two friends may walk in cheerful
converse along the highway, the one possess
ing the divine life which will produce the
fruits of the Spirit, and eventually gain the
heavenly inheritance, the other without God
and without hope in the world, destitute of
that faith which is the passport to Christia
character, holy endeavor, and celestial re
ward.  God knows the dife 3

3. Onemoral at least the parable, from it
very natu Is to teach, and that is, the
capability of self-action, or the power of re
sistance on the part of the field—the heart of

manity. The fatalism which teaches that
the soil of the human heart must receive and
generate whatever seed is thrown into it is
unseriptural and nonsensieal.  Unlike th
field, the human heart has the power of selec
tion rejection. It chooses its own seed,
it shapes its own destiny.

NOCTURNAL VILLIANY,

In India, relates Freeman, a man wishing

todo his enemy an injury, watches for the

time when he shall have finished plowing his

field, and in the night he goes into the tield

This
.

and seatters pandinellu, or pigpuddy.
being of rapid growth springs up hefe
good seed, and seatters itself hefore the
can be 1, s0 that the poor owne
field will be some years before he ean rid the
soil of the troublesome weed.  This sort of
ninlice v be found near home.
lana » .

spite at his ejection, to sow wild os
fields whici: he was leaving.  The
and seeding themselves hefore the
among which they were sown, it became next
to impossible to get rid of them.

pening
ops

HOW TO GET RID OF BAD SEED,

The most effective way, if it can be done,
is to pull the noxious plant up by the root
hefore it goes to m-.‘. This entails, of
course, a yreat amount of labor-—going from
one plant  to another with intermimable
patience, and making each weed of sufficient
nnportance to give it individual attention
But when it is done, and repeated in succes.
sive seasons when other weeds appear, the
nuisance will disappear, the field will be
clear, and improved crops will reward the
toil.  Another way of getting rid of weeds,
farmers say, is to till the land well, sow
abundance of good seed, raise heavy crops,
and choke the life of the bad seed by the
luxurious harvests from the good seed —a
very excellent plan indeed. But see the
moral application ! How shall we remove
bad seed from the heart 7 Use both methods.

FEATURES OF THE PARABLE.

1. Tue Sowers.—(a) Jesus, the Saviour,
descended into our world to procure and to
preach salvation—with His own hand to sow
in the furrows that repentance had made,
the seeds of eternal life. Christ so loved us
that He came himself with the good new:
He appeared, and with His own hand He
800 { the good seed. (h) The sower of the
bad seed is the evil one, whose germs of evil
we are to resist and reject as strongly as we
receive and appropriate the heavenly seed
from the divine Sower. It is of great moment
to be aware of the personality of the devil,
as well as of the evil inclinations of our own
hearts ; to be aware of the determination of
Satan to ruin us ; and to be equally aware of
the impossibility of such a disaster through
faith in Christ, and the appropriation to our-
selves of the victory which He once for all
achieved over the arch-enemy of the race.
Treat the devil as Jesus treated him—** Get
thee behind me, Satan " —and no bad seed
can be sown at that distance.

2. Tue Seep.—This a most striking
figure. (a) There is life in seed. So there
is in all trath, but especially Gospel truth,
There is life in bad seed, too—the seed which
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hie .u] one sows, and that is what makes it
Beware of it !
There is force in seed. It pushes aside
arth, and forees its way upward.  Divine
it breaks hard hearts, and
. s innh Bad seed als
wee. The tares press their way th
il n..l sod to ~ul perfection.  Here lurks

s grain of corn would, were the pro-
ach season sown again, ina number
1 yeurs cover the whole lond surface of the
under favorable conditions.  The di-
vine seed_has power of propagation.  There
is not a land, or island, or continent where
e s fou but shall wave with a glorious
spivitual harvest.  But bad seed has the same
uality,  Weeds multiply apace,  What's to
b done ! Kill them ! By the power of God,
Kill thew, or they will kill you
HoTre Sors. - Seed cannot grow without
sil, and soil will ||»>m|~h both good and had
wed. The moral field of the parable is the
m\l\vl'\:ll heart of humanity.  This soil will
nourish either kKind of seed, g
for wisdom to receive the good and ¢
Bad, ns eternal consequenceshangon the issue,
4. Tue Hagvest.In the natural course
of events, seed-sowing produces a harvest.
ul harvest, what a joy— the proper hasis
iksgiving and praise ! A harvest of
1 us weeds, what a sadness, what o loss !
Keep the in view shall it be **the
furnace of fire," or **the kingdom of the
Father /7

lobe,

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT.

Notice the features of the parable as pre-
sented in the foregoing exposition, and ap-
appoint, a week in advance, four capable
persons, each to write a short paper or give
v short address on o these features
“The Sowers,” “*The Seed,” *The Sail,”
“The Harvest,” U lhnuuhlful and pray-
erful preparation, both of head and heart,
on topie leaders and member
there is far too little preparation for the

wague meetings, Do not give to the Lord
only that which costs you nothing

TUNE ll.f“A PERFECT CHILD."”
(CHILDREN'S SUNDAY,)
Luke '.‘
Howe Reavivas,

" Haptist
2 Tin

. doh
10, Timothy

What a glad
ness welcome it.  Let all the young folks he
dad in the Lord and
ambs gambol in their Heavenly
'8 pasture field.  This is pleasing to
the Good Shepherd, for it is he that says
**Suffer the little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not, for of such is the
kingdom of heaven.” These darlings right-
il properly belong to the kingdom of
nd on Children's day we give them
rdom of the Kum'n house.  Welcome,
1, Welcome ! and may you never
leave the hountiful provision of the palace,
and wander into a foreign land to feed on
husks.  The children, God bless them !
NATURAL DEVELOPMENT,
Luke mentions in order all the stages of
life through which Jesus passed—A babe
12). A boy (2: 40). youth (5 :
A man (24: 19). He did not first
appear in full stature, but sanctified every
infancy to manhood.
While Jesus was perfect at every stage of
his earthly life, he was still subject to all the
limitations of our humanity. " He grew in
stature, wisdom, and spiritual power. T e
uospels represent Jesus, not as a monstrosity,
but perfectly human, developing by the same
ueans that we must use for physical, men.
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nL and ~|-uuu|l growth,  In this he s the
childhood, as of manhood.  1f we
shaaid represent him thus to the children,
says Schell, we would not fail to find them
1 ning much earlier than s usual o
follow the Lord.  They would unconseiously
become enamored of his lovely character,
and begin to be hike him i those most i
portant days before the glitter of She world
attracts the young mind.  In his physieal
health, he grew and waxed strong; o his
intellectual and moral development |
filledd with wisdom, acquiring true i
cerning God, and men, and the
his spiritual being he had intimate
with the Divine, the ohject of his favor, and
serving and loving him perfeetly and con
stantly.  So may the boys and givls of this
age of the world develop their being; in
by, by observing the laws of health, and
wrowing strong under good food, pure air,
per exercise ;o omind, by attending
ently to their education, inereasing in
Knowledge and wisdom : i spirit, by con
seiously ) her,
and 1 L amd all things
What children uld have, if they
would enly make the boy Jesus their model

following

WHAT SCHOOLS DED JESUS ATTEND

That Jexus was o solitary child, says one,
ms unnatural to suppose.  Compulsory
education was the law of the land. If the
lIaw was in force in Galilee, he must have
attended the national synagogue school, and
formed one of a cirele of children around the
minister of the synagogue, joining, too, in
childish sports with his school f-llu\u s
as in elementary lessons,
know through experience and tr
well as by the inspiration of the Hol
Dr.  Broandman enumerates  the
schools in which Jesus was
influenced :
1. There was the School of Home.
that is to say true home

SIS CAlle
ning as
Spirit
Various
taught and

Home

is the best soil for

Christ's stay
rs beneath his mothe of 15 an eternal
ion of the home institution.
heve was the Sehool of Subordination
He was subject unto his parents, He learned
to obey, before he openly assumed his
Ohedience — hef Kingship.
is the mmlu-x of royalty.
There was the School of Toil.—With His
own hands he we and how this educated
sympathy with what must ever he
derating section of humanity

of thirty

not in the sense ble society,
though he knew sufficient of that; but
ety in the sense of men in their varied
lationships, struggling  with posing
forces,  He felt the quickening, adening,
rounding power of societ

b, Theve was the ool of Tsolation. —The
foundations of « cter are laid in moral
solitude.  Man's grandest vietories are ever
won single- hnmlwl

6. Theve was the School of the Sunvaogue.,
Every day in the week, and three times
every Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, Jesus
went to be taught and trained at the syna-
gogue school.  Let the boys and girls going
to school in Canada think of Jesus going to
school at Nazareth.

7. There wos the School of Providenee
God's overruling, powerful hand was seen by
Him, upholding, guiding, and sustaining the
universe.  Daily providence was His daily
teacher.

8. There was the School w Nature.—1f
nature is the countenance of God, Jesus saw
his Father's face as he viewed and meditated
upon the glories of earth, and sky and sea.

9. There was the School of Routine, —A
hard school, but absolutely essential for a
perfect character. The man who cannot
command  himself to do  drudge when
necessary, and take some pleasure in it, has
not yet learned to live well.
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he Se f Il
1l the work comn
result is the

Wait
itted o
best ground of
hike the
like

vou, and the
prowotion.
heroism of
majesty of self-contral

1.7 Sehowl ) "

There hervsin

utience, i jesty the
here wes the
And temptation is not only essential to the
character, but alse essential to
i B
And 'hn Ilu]ml‘\ the whe rI- range of life,
The events of the immer world of thought and
of willing wid imagining,
tter world of practical
men and things,
ere is the university Jesus
when 4 boy a university with
separate eolleges, each having its own special
departiient of learning, and so the boy
increased in wisdom and stature, and
favor with God and man,  The same univer
sity is open to all Canadian boys and
andd let us hope they will not play truant
forever lose the wisdom which it imparts

well as

tact with

Attenn

twelve

wirls,
uuld

OUR GREAT LIFE-WORK

L. The period of wiew There
was a period in our Lord's life of pure sensa
tion, conscious only of bodily feelings, the
intellect and will had not as yet
itself vitis with ourselves, with even the
wost intellectual and most spiritual — there
15 a time when th is searcely any thought
of God, or knowledge of duty.  Yet we

AsseT

to Guw
The peviod when light davens
The time of nonappreciation of God
and duty gradually passes awny, and a ¥
nized binding relation to
God and to moral law asserts itself.  There
is & most solemn period in child-life, and the
most prayerful and careful training on the
t of parents and spiritual instructors is
ssary to guide the awaken woral
faculties to Him who says, **1am the Way,
Trath, and the Life Before Jesus was
twelve years old He had pondered the great
I with which the Seriptures deal
s loftiest truths ask early
soul.  Oh, parents and teachers
loor and let them in
The peviod swhen our Life
wized by the In onr 1
life-work was exceptional, unique.  ** As He
inereased  in wise L oremarks Clarkson,
*He hecame more fully iscious of His
wission, and the shadow of the |
ened.” Stll, in the Temple He had a very
inite idea that His Father had chosen Him
great work. In our
life-work of following Christ is hinding upon
all. Tt st be done, or we deny our Lord,
ul the hig ghest hehests of our heing
ision. —When the crisis
t life-work of
and following Christ is pressed up
have to decide alone,  Jesus was not under
even by His mother. He had to
dide His life-work himself.  So, Josus was
alone in all the critieal hours of His carcer.
be thankful for parental or friendly
sment, and human sympathy in
our But with
aided or opy L Wwe st
for ourselves whout **the s busi
when His summons falls on our ear

wpon the

sonl,

weiousness of

admission to
open

work i recon

sonl. wrd's ense this

aceepting
s, we

POINTS FOR THE PRESIDENT,

Invite the Junior League to this mecting
you have no junior society, sk the

younger members of the Sunday School to
e, When they come, make it pleasant
for them,  Arrange for o few of the Juniors
to take part in the ex Make very
clear what constitutes ot child,” with
Jesus as the model hoy, ask your young
visitors  to measure up to the dard
‘hoose simple hymmns, in which the children
may join. It would not be a bad id
close the meeting by serving tasty ref
ments to the boys and girls, by way
prise.  They will hike thar
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Funior Department.

Forward, Junior Leaguers!

ey et

S B

[The following is o composite | wduction by
the three superintendents of the Junior League
of Parlisment Street Church, Toronto. |

We are Junior Leaguers,
Gir for the fray,

And through Christ our Saviour,
We will win the day

We will still press f
Bravely on our way,

And with strength from Jesus,
Watch and work and pray.

Forward, Junior Leaguers !
Loyal, tirm, and true,
Jesus is our Captain,
He will lead us through

By the pledge we've taken,
We have promised true,
That with strength from Jesus,
We His will will do,
We His Word will study,
And pray every day ;
And to he true Christians,
We will try alway. —(Cho.)

Onward we are marching,
In the narrow way,
Jesus our great Leader,
Is with us every day.
Jesus, help us ever,

stand firm for Thy "
For others live and pray.

To the front of battle,
Forward then we go,
And through our dear Master,
Victory we
We are not confounded,
Christ our hands will hold,
And through dangers lead us,
Till we reach the fold. —(Cho.)

Ten Years of Junior Work.

BY REV. T. ALBERT MOOKE

From the very begmning Methodisin has
devoted herself to the teaching and training

of the children that came under her eare. In
1787 the Conference directed that the chil-
dren be formed into classes, with a view to
their graduation into the Church, while the
Sunday School was officially recogmized in the
Minutes of 1790, The classes were to develop
personal piety ; the Sunday School was to
teach the Seriptures. By these two methods
has the Methodist Church ever sought to
instruct the young,

Ten years ago, when the Epworth League
was organized, besides the classes and the
schools, there were many other societies for
the children in various churches, such as
Bands, Clubs, Busy Bees, Try Companies,
and others, thus showing that the Church
had fully aroused itself to the impe
of work among children. And w
various other young people’s societies, the
Epworth League was organized, provision
was at once made for a Junior society. 1
am unable to state where and when the
first Junior society was organized in Cana-
dian Methodism, but it was very early in the
history of the young people’s movement. 1
believe that the Junior societies in First
Church, Hamilton, and at Niagara Falls,
were among the very first, if not the first,
organized in our churches, Some of these
early societies were strictly the children of
the great Christian Endeavor Society, hut

athers were as distinetly Epworth Leagues.
Very soon, however —in fact, long befure the
senior societies hud sed to trouble them-
selves —did these junior societies forget to
demnd the *shibboleth * of either name,
but gave their time and energies to the work
of Jesus Christ.

The first official recognition of junior work
wis by ou® ence of 1800, when
that by g wdorsement of tl
) h' League, and incorporated it as

{ momy of the Church,
and the Junior Le was placed e the
“department of Religions: work.” A few

jes were then organized, but the work
sceived a great impetus at the Convention
of the Methodist Younyg People’s 8¢
of Ontario, held in Braadway Tal
Toronto, February 27th to March Ist, 18
Here Miss A, E. Henry, of Hamilton, read
an excellent paper on the topie, **Junior

Such an impression was made upon

stion, that it was decided that **a

¢ be appointed, who the
Superintendent of Junior Worl The Sec-
retary, in his official veport in The Christian
Gurdion of that date, said, ** Let me draw
your attention to the ereation of a new oft
that of Superintendent of Junior Work, filled
by the appointment of Rev. T. Albert Moore.
It is the intention of the executive to push
this work, and Brother Moore will he glad
to hear from anyone in the matter.”  Miss
Marion Kelly, Hamilton, was the Assistant
Superintendent,

Among those who were deeply interested
in this department of our young people’s
work. and gave much assistance, were Rev.
A. . D.D., Rev. W. H. Withrow,

their co-operation a constitution was pro-
vided, and Junior Leagues were organized in
our chure both in town and
conntry. To the General Conference of
1804, Rev, W, H. Withrow, D.D., renorted
that 145 we ganized, chiefly in Ontari
He adds, **These Junic gues are de-
sighed to interest the younger scholars in the
schools direetly in Christim work, and for
the promotion of personal piety,  Much good
has been accomplished by these Junior
Leagues, which give promise of valuable aid
in training the boys and girls in our schools
re and admonition of the Lord.
+ same General Conference ordered that
stitution prepared during the previous
uadrennium be ced, and it was pub-
lished in the Discipline. Thus was the
Junior League fully received into the Church,
and given its place among the excelient or-
wanizations which have ever sought to further
of the Master among us.  And it
worthy of notice that the constitution,
ofully prepared at that ti remains
unchanged, and is still the law of our Junior
societies,

In 18 when  the Methodist Young
People’s Societies of Ontavio were merged
into Conference organizations, it was found
that Junior societies had multiplied, and in
each Conference there was appointed a Vice-
President for Junior work.  These officers

Conference, Mr. Hudson,

ito 3 Hamilton  Conference. Miss M,

Iy, Hamilton ; London Conference, Miss
Learoyd, Sarnia ; Bay of Quinte Conference,
Miss L. Kennedy, Peterboro’ ; and Montreal
Conference, Rev. G. 8. Clendinnen, Billing's
Bridge. At the next meeting of the Sunday
School and  Epworth League Board, that
hody also elected a viee-president of Junior
work in the person of Rev. T. Albert Moore.
Under the oversight of these workers, and
their successors from year to year, Junior
work has continued to increase, every
annual report telling of growth and expan-
sion.  Every convention—international, con-
ference, or district—has given hearty con-
sideration to this work, and the delegates
have returned from them with enthusinstic
purpose to ormnize the younger young
people into Junior Leagues to enable them
the more clearly to know their privilege, as
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well as to instruct them in the very hest
methods of doing work for Jesus Christ.

Besides those already named as being
carnest workers for the Junior League, 1
must mention two others —our General
Secretary, Rev. A. C. Crews, who every-
where has emphasized the utility of Junior
work : aad also Rev. 8. T, Bartlett, of Bay
of Quinte Conference, who has perhaps given
more time and more effort to this department
than any other person.  His **Juni
L Hand Book " is a wmine of infe
mation for every worker, and ought to be in
the hands of every junior superintendent, as
well as in the library of every minister.

With all these, and many other workers, it
is not strange that our .{umur League has
prospered. It goes everywhere with the
senior society, and is ever carrying on a
splendid work, by training our boys and girls
in the work of the Master, so that the com-
ing generation will alrendy know how to
work and bear their burdens when the dawn-
ing twentieth century will have opened its
doors to them, and flung upon them its larger
responsibilit

“ Tis ours to fashion the children’s minds,

To kindle their thoughts, and th hopes
unbind ;

To guide their young feet in their earliest
tlight,

And lure them to worlds of unsullied light :

To teach them to sing in their gladsome hours

Of a Savionr's love, with an angel’s powers,”

Hamilton, 12th April, 1899,

Sunshine.

The Parliament Street Junior League,
Toronto, has no specinl Sunshine Commit-
tee, but has resolved itself into a ** Sunshine
Committee of the Whole ™ with the object
of hringing the light of the Sun of Right-
cousness into the hearts of those about
thew.  With this end in view they usually
spend about an hour on Sund;
noons, after Sunday
old, infirm, and sick pe ¢
borhood.  They sing, read the Bible, and
pray, and in this way have brought many
rays of sunshine into the lives of some who
know but little else than sutfering.

Burlington Juniors.

The Junior League is under the able
management of Miss Hagar, and has a mem-
bership of forty two, with an average at-
tendance of twenty- They have met
regularly every week, the children taking
charge of the meeting and topics, and doing
cheerfully whatever work was assigned to
them. At Christmas time over thirty homes
were cheered by little gifts which the children
had made themselves—dolls, serap-hooks,

-boxes, ete. They have made two quilts,
one of which has been sent to the Hospital for
Sick Children, of Toronto. The Juniors are
self-supporting, free of debt, and have §1.13

Mountain Grove Juniors.

Master Percy Abbott, secretary of the
Mountain Grove Junior League, sends the
following account of their work : “ During
the past year we have held two public me
ings, one in May and one in November. We
decorated the church for Christmas. This
winter the Juniors gathered up some goods
and filled a box to send to a poor family. We
try to write letters to sick members of our

ue and send them flewers, if we can,
We have had eight new members join our
League during the past year, and also twelve
members joined the church on probation.
We have also had two concerts and we rai
£6.40 at one and £1.60 at the other. We
gave 86,40 towards the new parsonage and
we also hought a bell for the front door.
We have collected about nine hundred
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stamps for missions and sent them to Mr.
Bartlett, Ma The Juniors got our
superintendent a present of which she is
ery proud.  We put it on the Christmas
hoat.  We have had no interruptions in our
meetings, except the time of diphtheria, but
our leaders have always taken their meetings
on the appointed day, and our work is
progressing ; but the best of all is God is
with us.”

They Practice What They Preach.

There is an  organization in Orillia of
Junior Epworth Leaguers in connection with
the Methodist church. Tt is a very active
organization and its work doesn’t end with
its weekly meetings each Wednesday after
noon after school, in the Methodist Sunday
School room. 1t undertakes ** great " things
i always succeeds in accomplishing what
its members undertake.  When the News-
Letter heard of some of the real good things
it was doing a reporter investigat There
15 an element of practical sincerity amongst
v gronp of boys, whose ages range from
T to 16, who will give up their play and
spend the best part of a day in sawing and
splitting wood for some poor woman who is
alone in the world and unable to afford the
luxury of hired help.  But that is exactly
the way in which the hoys of the League
engage themselves.  When an
such an undertaking arises the
volunteers at a regular meeting, and invaria-
bly every hand goes up. The girls of the
League are none the less active. They busy
themselves in visiting and taking flowers to
the sick, gathering old clothes for poor
people, and eollecting old papers and mag;
zines for distribution amongst the lumber
camps.  This work is earried on continually
without let up. The League is divided into
committees. The function of one committee
is to write a letter of congratulation to each
member of the League on the day of the
member's birthday.  When the boys go out
on a wood-chopping expedition they are
followed by a committee of the S
Leaguers with n basket of lunch, which is
partaken of during a breathing spell.

The League has a membership of 119.

was organized by Rev. R, N. Burns.
a Methodist organization, but
other denominations are admi
bership on the consent
The Juniors are in chary
intendents. These are
Annie  Cameron,
Elliott, and Miss
Letter,

It is
children of
od to mem-
of their parents.
of & staff of super-
iss Venner, Miss
Miss Ida Venner, Miss
Belfry, —Ovpillia  News-

A Simple Name Puzzle,

My first and my last five hundred express ;

My third is four hundred and ninety-tive le

The first of all letters my second eontains

The first of all numbers my fourth one main-
tains,

My whole is the name of a poet and king,

Whose grand compositions we  oftentimes
sing.

Who Was He?

His own name and his father's name are
given fogether eleven times in the Old Testa-
ment.  He and another young man showed
their great faith in God when all the rest
of the Hebrews doubted Him. For this
they narrowly escaped being stoned by the
angry punvh-. Forty-five years passed away,
and this brave man, now growing old, re-
ceived a present of a large tract of land as
a reward of his faithfulness. Of him and his
companion it is said **they wholly followed
the L-nlﬁ' Who was he, and what was his
father's name ?

If yon want to know what the Missionary
Stamp League is, and what it does, send your
name and address to Rev. 8. T. Bartlett,
Madoe, Ontario.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

The Sundap School.

Suggestive Hints for the Superintendent.

1. I« your school

a department of your
church /

If not, why not
2. Have you ever asked your pastor t
preach upon the importance of the Sunday
School work 7 1f not ask him. Some who
ought to teach may then clearly see their
privilege and duty
3. Wha have you made for
' ok up the question of

provision

p Sunday School supported
But should not a father
his child

5. s the preaching service more largely
attended  becanse of your Sunday School
work 2 It should be, or some one has heen
neglegtful.

6. Has the church
from the Sunday Scho
confession is made unto salvation
into this matter ; it is worth your while

7. What are your teachers teaching from
Sunday to Sunday /. Why not have s teachers
meeting, if you have none, and aid them in
the selection and presentation of trath /It
is essential to the hest work,

wi by additions
** With the mouth
Look

8. s the parish growing /s your school
growing pro If it is not, thers
is need of a little more spiritual ** tive " to
produce greater missionary ** zeal.”

9. Has your Sunday School increased in
power in lfn' If not, look within,
Geo, W, Pease.

Supply Teachers.

There are various ways of handling the
question of supply or substitute teachers in
the Sunday S One method we k
of is to secure pledges from persons who
not teach regularly, but wLn like to teach
when they can.  The pledge is that they will
teach one Sunday a month, and they desig-
nate what Sunday it shall be, first, second,
third, ete. This list of names is handed to
the proper ofticer, and during the week this
officer sends notices to those who are due to
teach as supplies on the following Sunday.
The following is the form of notice sent

SUFPLY TEACHER'S NOTICE.

Dear Friend,—This is to remind you that
next Sunday your day to act as supply
teacher in our Sunday School if you are
needed.

Do not fail to avail yourself of the henefit
of the teachers' meeting on next Friday
evening, and come prepared to take a class
on Sunday.  The service rendered in this way
by our corps of supply teachers is very help
ful, and is fully appreciated.— The  Duter-
national Evangel.

The Merit System.

Mr. W, H. Parr, of Winnipeg, writes the
following letter concerning a plan that has
been adopted with good suceess in Grace
Church : ** The best feature of our school at
resent is the system of merit, which we
'm\\- had in operation for over a year, known
“The Loyal Sunday School Army of
America.” Certificates are given once a quar
ter, and scholars securing four consecutive
certificates during the year are awarded a
*diploma of merit.  On the right and left-
hand corners of the diploma aye places for
stars. A red star is aftixed when the record
is maintained during the second year, and a
golden star if the record is continued during
the third year. Records are based on punc-
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tual attendance, lesson proparation, and offer
ing.  From our experience here, we cannot
commend the system too highly,  The class
ks are o uniforniaty with the system
at the close of each session, *star” and
sperfeet  classes are announced from the
platform, A Cstar’ class constituting every
scholar present with  Bible; a *perfeet’
class, all present, lesson prepared, offering,
aid Bible.  Perhaps you are already conver
sant with this scheme ; of not, Mr, W, B
Jacobs, Chieago, would supply forms upon
application.  Why cannot  the  Methadist
schools of the Domnnion adopt this system !
ALl the forms used now are Amencan, which,
as you ean readily understand, is not satis
fuctory A slight improvement could be
wiade inthe diploma form, allowing space
for the local officers — pastor, superintendent,
and secrotary of the school- while at pi
there is only provision for the Intern
seeretary and local superintendent !
with s other changes, could possibly be
e

Stamps for Missions.

Bring up the children in the way
should aned, 1o ! the
bers are at hand

The Centeal Methodist Sunday School, of
Steatford, has determined to do its best to
make the rising generation ideal, so far, st
least, as the wissionary spirit ned
To this end they have set apart every sixth
Sunday as a ** Missionary Sunday,” when
the collection is given to missions, and, gen
erally, a missionary address is given after
the lesson is over. The children are urged
to EARN the money they give, and many
have heen the schemes u by the different

sewing, haking, getting subseribers
for such papers as pay cash commissions,
holding horses, and numerous other
that interested boys and givls devise,
the most satisfactory scheme of all- beeause
it is within the r f possibility f
pupil= has been the gathering of cane
stamps, and sending then, ready washed
Rev. Bartlett, of Madoe, who sends
the money from their sale direct to the school.
This scheme wi n tral
school last December, and by April 1st the
children had earned 8825 by this means
alone.

The prospects are that this sum will be
but an item compared with what the Central
will do in the stamp business in the future,

i s seeptical as t
won stamps b y value ; but now,
that the fiest effort has proved such a finan
cinl success, the interest is growing, and the
stamp gutherers are multiplying.

The Central Sunday School is very grateful
to Rev. Mr. Bartlett for this chance, not
only for the increase it has enabled them to
make in their missionary funds, but also for
the opportunity it presents for every mem.
ber of the sehool, from the primary class v,

o something practical for missions,

they
ideal church mem

is cone

Tue

ren

Waterloo District of the Montreal

itinues its yearly examinations
scholars of the Sunday Schools
throughout  the  district Examination
papers are prepared for the junior, er
medinte and senior departments. The results
are made known, and prizes distributed at
the summer pienie for the district which is
held in July or August.

Tue American Sunday School Union, whose
headguarters are in Philadelphia, will on
May 25, celebrateits seventy-fifth anniversary
in Philadelphia.  This is the oldest and
largest Sunday School missionary society in
America, having for its field of operations the
whole United States, and has organized over
one hundred thousand Sunday Schools during
its seventy-five years of work,
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Extra copies of this Number will
be supplied for

30 cents per dozen.

Every member of the League
should have it.

Our Paper.

Ok offer to 1 the Exa fi
January, 1900 ents ought to bring us
in thousands «

X TR RAR XHNRREY

3

n now until

Garr Leag of forty sub
seribers for th officers huve
“ o intention of ste pping yet

Tre anmiversary will by d oppor
tunity of presenting the f this paper
aned asking for subseriptions not ne
lect it

Ir no appesl for subseribers has heen
made in your League, try what a personal

canvass o wn responsibility will ac

complish

I your o

Rev, Avenen Brows, of Owen Sound,
took the last number of Tre Caxaniax Ei
wortH Egra, and cut it up, g
different members of the
comment on.  Then a |
nounced under the title of ** An Evening
with our new League Paper,” which wis
intensely interesting.  Try this plan. It
will help your subscription list

to
PAINIINE WAS 4N

of the best lists received during the

past month are

Nowk

Toronto Consecon 7
Metropolitan 16 Leamington 6
Carlton Street . 16 Cobourg L

Ningara Falls 14 Port Arthur G

St. John's, Nfld.. 12 Rat Portage L

Rossland, B.( 10 Trenton 0

Chapman 10 Sarnia 6

Almonte 10 Uxhridg i

Dungannon 8 Waoodham "

Mitchell 8 Penctanguishene. 6

Petrolea T Elma 0

Fenelon Falls 7 heaygeon 0

Drayton T

Pointers.

1¥ you will call at any book store in Toronto
and ask for **The Maki f the Empire
you will be ||(n|||n-l that the regular selling
"nu is 81 ou get it for H) centsin the
wague Reading Course.

Wues the sale of the Reading Course s
finished Dr. Withrow's ** Makers of Metho
dism " will be sold separately, but the priee
will be 8100, You still have the chance of
getting this interesting volume for 50 cents
by ordering the set

APPLETON & Conrany, of New York, have
just issued & new edition of that wonderfully
yopular b The Fairyland of Science.

The pric but by purchasing this
5 unnh l‘ ague Reading Course you
can secure it for 50 cents

SCARCELY Miller's books are
£1.00, and most
*Everyday Re
y ean obtain

r 0 cents in the
Reading Course.  Surely

any of Dr

ligion,
this stimulating I
Epworth League

we are warranted in calling this course * A |

Marvel of Cheapness.

THE CANADIAN

Epworth League
FIRST SERIES Blble Studles

By EDWIN A. SCHELL, D.D

Paper. net. 15 cents, postpaid

Junior League -2

REV. 5.7, BARTLETT Handbook

Brimf pr
V: row

ggestions on
t Tunior

4%%% Price, 35 Cents

Has Your League
¢ a Charter?

EPWORTH ERA. May,

180032

The.....
EPWORTH LEAGUE
READING COURSE

Will always be

time by

good value, but it will

we shall again offer
books for %2.00,

The four volumes

Making of the Empire
Makers of Methodism
Fairyland of Science. .
€veryday Religio

Are specinlly well suited for Sunday
and are cheaper than
1 merit that could be
scholars

Find out if the Course is in your
Ilibrary. 1f not, ask the librarian

Price 1o €verybody, $2.00, postpaid.

N e e e

WILLIAM BRIGGS

If not, get one beautifully printed in
wlor mt suitable for framing, It
will make an appropriate adornment
for your room. :
A998 Price, 25 Cents
C. W, COATES, MosTrEAL, QUE

8. F. HUESTIS, Hanrax, N8

29-33 Richmond Street West,

..... TORONTO

o~
ITS

MASS

SALESROOMS

RECORD for’'9

SUFFICIENT RECOMMENDATION FOR THE

SEY-HARRIS

[ COR. ADELAIDE AND YONGE STS.
| 1388 QUEEN ST, WEST .

Sis a
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