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WE have received a very en­
couraging letter from Mr. E. 
Dickenson, Jr , of North 

Glanford, in reference to our first 
issue, the October number. He 
says :—“ Allow me to congratulate 
you as Editor and Publisher of the 
C. B. J., our “ National Journal,” 
on this your first number. I think 
it is worth the price of what is 

| charged for the whole year. The 
bee-keepers of this Dominion should 

I be proud to have one of their num­
ber come to the front and take up 

I this work. I wish you every 
I success." We fear the words are a 
Ibit too flattering, but nevertheless 
Iwe were very pleased to receive 
I the above letter, more especially 
(because it was the first of its kind. 
IWe can assure our kind reader 
Ithat we will do all we can to make 
lthe C. B. J. pleasing and profitable 
Ito him and all bee-keepers in the 
future.

We have an enquiry from a 
keader in Montcalm County, Que- 

ec, in reference to the rendering 
bf wax. He says: ‘‘I should like 
Information on rendering wax I 

ave a wax press and a wax ex- 
|ractor, but I am unable to obtain 

od, clean wax, failing to control 
when it is melted. I would 

Ike to know the method of cooling 
fax, in order to secure a clean 
tide without any loss.-" He does 
pt say what kind of a wax press 
r extractor he has. We will deal

with this subject ne*t month as 
the November issue was provided 
for when above was received. Per­
haps Mr. Byer or some of our other 
readers with experience can give 
aid to our friend.

Mr. M. B. Holmes, of Athens, 
one of our foul brood* inspectors, 
never does anything by halves. 
In flowery and eloquent style was 
his report, which we publish in 
another column. It will be noticed 
in that report that he visited a bee 
yard to which he had not been 
invited, nor from which had he 
received a report On examining 
the yard, he found the disease. 
What a fortunate thing for the 
owner of that yard ! This is 
inspection. Now that we have 
the inspectors, let them go about 
and inspect. We do not believe it 
wise for our inspectors to go only 
where they are invited There 
may be many persons with limited 
experience and a few hives who 
know nothing of its presence. In 
cases of this kind lies the great 
danger of foul brood. The ex­
perienced bee keeper can detect it 
at once, and apply remedies ; not 
so the inexperienced man. Let us 
have inspection, disease or no 
disease, and then if it is found, it 
will be found in its incipiency. 
The letter which we publish in 
another column, signed "Aetate 
Progrediens,” evidently comes 
from the hand of one who has
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benefited from inspection as above 
—and with grateful heart he ex­
presses his opinion of the good 
work done by the inspectors and 
the Department of Agriculture 
which sent them out

• * *

Mr. W. J. Brown, of L’Orignal, 
is true to his promise, and sends 
us a contribution this month. His 
text is “Honey on Hotel Tables.” 
It is a good text. We should make 
it a practice to ask for honey at 
every meal at every hotel we put 
up at. The hotels could not then 
plead the excuse of its not being 
asked for. Appropos of this mat­
ter the writer took dinner with a 
distinguished M. D. lately, at a 
hotel where he dined. This M.D. 
is an authority on foods and how 
to eat them. He was noticed 
taking a liberal supply of sugar. 
The writer called his attention to 
this and told him he should use 
honey in preference. He said 
he knew that was true, but 
honey could not be got in these 
hotels for love nor money. Those 
of us who are acquainted with 
sugar dietetics will readily admit 
the superiority of honey. Let us 
all ask for honey at the hotels 
hereafter.

* * *

The letter of “Aetate Progre- 
diens” will doubtless be read with 
approval. It is written with good 
tone and intent. Not so another 
letter we have received on the 
same subject. Owing to its strong 
personal tone we thought that no 
good purpose would be served by 
publishing it ; we will however, 
give our readers a hint as to its 
nature. There appeared in 
“Gleanings in Bee Culture” of 
October the 1st, page I256, an

article written by Mr. Holtermann, 
in which he says, in reference to 
the appointment of inspectors of 
foul brood, “It is well that the 
change came no later than it did, 
or some sections would not have 
any bees to inspect.” The above 
statement is made to follow these 
words:—“In Ontario probably 
two-thirds of the apiaries visited 
by the six foul-brood inspectors 
have been found to be diseased ” 
The writer of the letter referred 
to attacks Mr. Holtermann for 
writing to “Gleanings” as above, 
and calls it not only an outrageous 
misrepresentation, but a most un­
patriotic act, and a libel upon 
the bee-keepers of the province 
of Ontario. More we will not 
quote. It is not written in the 
proper way to discuss matters of 
this kind. As for ourselves, we 
think that Mr. Holtermann’s state­
ment is a little too strong, and is 
hardly borne out by the facts 
We notice by the report of the 
Executive Committee at the recent 
Convention of the Ontario Bee­
keeper’s Association, that the 
total visits made by the Inspectors 
were 733. Total apiaries exam­
ined, 663. Total hives examined. 
14,993. Total apiaries with foul 
brood found therein, 264. From 
the above report we see that 
about forty per cent of the 
apiaries examined by the six in­
spectors contained foul brood. 
This is a long way from two- 
thirds. We of course can not 
judge as to why Mr. Holtermann 
should write to “Gleanings" in 
in that manner, but we would pre­
fer to assume that over-zealous- 
ness for the bee-keeping industry 
prompted it. It is a matter, how­
ever, to be dealt with by the bee-
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keepers of Ontario, who no doubt 
will resent the implied charge of 
ignorance or carelessness if they 
believe themselves not guilty. As 
for Mr. Holtermann, we know that 
that gentleman is well able to 
take care of himself. We would, 
however, in passing, like to draw 
attention to a very striking fea­
ture of this report. That six in­
spectors out over the province 
looking for foul-brood, should find 
only forty per cent, speaks very 
highly of the work of Inspector 
Wm. McEvoy, in whose hands 
the whole province laid for some 
years past. When we consider 
the length and breadth of the 
province we can in some measure 
grasp the magnitude of his task, 
and we think it highly creditable 
to him to have kept the pest 
within such bounds. However, 
with the six splendid inspectors 
that we now have, we can look 
forward with confidence to a 
much lower percentage next 
and following years. The Bee 
JOURNAL is your paper, in which 
you all have the right to discuss 
any matter pertaining to our craft, 
but writers must deal with the 
subject in hand in courteous and 
gentlemanly manner, avoiding all 
personal reference of an offensive 
character.

* * *

We are pleased to announce in 
our advertising columns the pub­
lication of a new book entitled, 
“A Study in Health Science,” by 
M. J. Keane, M. D., M. B. (Tor.), 
C. M. (Trin.), published by the 
Telephone Publishing Co., of 
Brantford, price $1.25. We have 
read the book carefully and can 
highly commend it. The Dr. is 
opposed to the drug habit, and

asserts that by a proper know­
ledge of “ how to live,” much of 
the sickness and evils resulting 
therefrom could be avoided. Pro­
per diet, rest, cleanliness, the 
avoidance of excess, are the first 
requisits of a sound body and 
an active mind.

Will some of our readers give 
Mr. Wm. L. Couper of Cannington 
Manor, Sask., some assistance ? 
He writes (page 350) a very good 
letter, and states plainly his diffi­
culties. We think the last plan 
mentioned in his letter would 
have been found the best for the 
securing of surplus. If one wants 
honey, increase must be retarded. 
If increase is wanted, however, 
you cannot expect big surplus. 
The failure of his fall flow was of 
course unfortunate, but this fail­
ure was very general this year. 
Many old experienced bee-men 
have failed to get good results 
during the past season. It says : 
“In a locality where there is a 
steady flow from May to the mid­
dle of September, sufficient to 
stimulate swarming [brood rear­
ing, we would say.—ED.] but sel­
dom to do much more. How 
would you manage to get the 
greatest quantity of (1) Extracted 
Honey, and (2) Comb Honey ? 
There is generally a rather brisker 
flow from beginning to middle of 
July, then very little doing till 
about the middle of August, when 
golden-rod, our best honey pro­
ducer, commences.” In the above 
situation, we would stimulate 
broodrearing to the utmost, keep­
ing down as far as possible in­
crease of colonies, so that a strong 
force of bees would be on hand
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for the chief flow in August, and, 
if the flow is there, you cannot 
fail to get the honey. If there is 
no flow—you can console your­
self with the thought that you had 
done the best you could. Do the 
same next year and you will win. 

• • *
Combine bee-keeping with fruit 

growing and poultry raising, and 
you can more easily secure two or 
three crops from the same land.

• * *

Besides losing its beauty and fine 
appearance, honey kept in a cellar 
gets watery and its flavor is lost. 
It should be kept in a warm room 
and as near blood heat as possible. 

* * *
It will cost very little to feed

a colony through the winter, and 
one should be willing to do this 
much to save the bees from starva­
tion. However, it will be money 
well invested, for every strong
colony will be worth at least $4.00 
in the spring.

* * *

Mr. Chrysler’s paper is very 
timely. There is great need for 
such an association. Mr. Hodgetts 
explained the basis of co-operation 
existing among the apple men, and 
it is clear that something along this 
line ought to he introduced by the 
honey men. Mr. Chryslet’s posi­
tion was well supported by an inter­
esting discussion. We will have 
something more to say on this 
subject in our next issue.

* * *

The annual convention of the 
Ontario Bee-keepers Association 
took place as announced on 
November 13. 14, and 15. It was 
largely attended, and was a most 
successful meeting. There was

in attendance a large number of 
ladies, and several distinguished 
visitors from accross the line. 
Mr. S. D House, of New York 
State, made a very favorable im­
pression with his paper, which 
brought out a very animated and 
profitable discussion. His paper 
will appear in our December issue. 
Prof. Surface, of Harrisburg, Pa , 
Secretary of Pennsylvania State 
Bee-Keepers Association, was 
also present and left a deep im­
pression. His paper will be found 
in another column. The first 
Vice-President, Mr. F. J. Miller, 
presided, in absence of the presi­
dent, Mr. R. H. Smith, of St. 
Thomas, who was in the west. 
He made a capital chairman, and 
preserved the best of form and 
good feeling. The proceedings 
were most harmonious through­
out.

We are pleased that Mr. W. J., 
Craig has been elected as a Direc­
tor from our district. He well 
deserves the honor, as he has 
been a faithful worker for the] 
Association for some years past. 
The bouquets he threw at our | 
unworthy selves when introduc­
ing us to the Convention, was but I 
an expression of his genial good [ 
nature.

After the election of the direc- J 
tors for the various districts, a[ 
meeting was held immediately j 
after the adjournment of the Con­
vention, and the following offi­
cers were elected :—
President —F. J. Miller, London. 
Vice-Presidents—First, W. Couse, Streets-1 

ville; second, M B. Holmes, Athens, I 
Secretary P.W. Hodgetts, Department of I 

Agriculture, Parliament Bldg , Toronto.! 
Treasurer—Martin Emigh, Holbrook Ont I
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MR. JOHN HAILEY, of Bracebridge, very kindly sent us the 
accompanying photo of his yard. The convenient appli­
ances observed are worthy of consideration. It appears 

that he has grappled with the labor-saving problem in earnest. 
His hive lifter must be a great aid in the bee yard, particularly for 
those whose physical strength is at all impaired by age or other­
wise. Our lady friends should find it a great help. Mr. Bailey says 
he uses his four-wheel cart as a wheelbarrow, and can carry one 
to six hives or supers on it, as desired. By running the shafts 
under the cleats on either side of the hive, it can be picked up and 
placed in its new location during swarming season. This, with his 
hive lifter, will greatly facilitate his work.
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The Association is to be con­
gratulated in the possession of a 
Secretary of the type of Mr. 
Hodgetts. Patient, courteous, and 
indefatiguable in all his efforts, 
with a talent for detail, he cannot 
fail to be a success.

This issue of the CANADIAN 
Bee JOURNAL is essentially a 
Convention number. Many of the 
papers read at the Convention 
will be found elsewhere. In sub­
sequent issues we will deal with 
some of the problems discussed.



*

Noies and Commenls
Bv J. L. BYER

J. E. Ci'ane, in “ Gleanings,” 
recommends a mixture of equal 
parts of arsenic, flour and sugar 
for poisining mice. I have tried 
it and the mice touch it but very 
little ; is it “locality,” or have I 
not followed directions properly. 
The three ingredients were sim­
ply mixed dry and placed in 
shallow tins. If some other method 
of preparation is advisable, per­
haps friend Crane will advise us 
of the same.

The editor of “Gleanings,” in 
Oct. 15th issue, gives some twenty 
commonly asked questions and 
appends an answer to each one. 
Question No. 3 is: “Which are 
better—sealed covers or absorb­
ent coushions laid on the top of 
the frames?” and it is answered 
as follows :

“Sealed covers. There was a 
time when it was considered best 
to place cushions directly over 
the frames; but since they often 
get wet from water of condensa­
tion, and freeze, flat covers sealed 
down by the bees are now recom­
mended.”

Pretty drastic advice that Yes. 
I know that a number of bee­
keepers recommend the sealed 
covers, but if observation serves 
me right, I believe it no exaggera­
tion to say that fully ninety per 
cent of out-door winterers will 
still prefer to use the absorbent 
over the brood nest instead of the 
sealed cover. Personally, I am 
not prejudiced in the matter, but 
experience has taught me that 
either locality, management or 
some other factor makesthesealed

cover a decidedly risky proposi­
tion.

I wonder if the advice given 
will not be the means of causing 
much loss among bee-keepers 
who try the method on an exten­
sive scale ; who are perhaps con­
fronted with conditions and 
methods of management similar 
to the writer of these notes

A few days ago, the son of a 
neighbor called on me and asked 
me to come to their place and see 
what was wrong with their bees, 
which had lately been moved 
home. He said the bees were all in 
top of hive and they wanted them 
put down. Of course, I surmised 
that the super was still on the hive 
and that the bees were up in there. 
However, such was not the case. 
The hive had a gable cover with 
a quilt over the frames and in 
moving the bees came up into the 
gable roof (through a hole in the 
quilt) and clustered there ; more 
than that for some reason they 
decided to stay there and con­
structed beautiful combs and car­
ried up honey from below. The 
combs were taken out and with 
the use of a little smoke, the bees 
were PERSUADED to go back into 
their normal quarters. Taking 
into consideration the cool 
weather and lateness of season 
(Oct. 21), I regard their comb 
building as a somewhat remark­
able feat, and as to what induced 
them to stay in the roof can only 
be conjectured. I presume they 
were warmed up by the excite­
ment caused by moving, and then 
the cool weather following, put 
them in a mood of disinclination 
towards moving any more than 
necessary.
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As to practical knowledge, I 
know very little of cellar winter­
ing. This fall I purpose putting 
about thirty colonies in the cellar 
of a friend who lives some three 
miles from my home. Twenty- 
five of these colonies were moved 
on Oct. 28, and the following day 
they had a good flight. The re­
maining colonies are still at home 
and as an experiment they will 
be moved and put directly in the 
cellar without the option of a 
flight. The cellar to be used is 
fairly dry and has a furnace in 
the part where the bees are to be 
put. Of course there will be a 
board partition between the furn­
ace and the bees. The only means 
or ventilating the bee-room will 
be by means of a window which 
opens to the north, and I am more 
afraid of too high a temperature 
than anything else. However, we 
intend to take chances and feel 
at least sure of one thing—experi­
ence, and perhaps next spring I 

| may be able to write an exhaustive 
treatise on the subject of cellar 
wintering.

“There are few fields in the 
Dominion of Canada to-day 
which will produce more in one 
crop than one owned by Mr. Geo. 
Simpson, of Peterboro Co., Ont. 
Recently he sold one load of 
alsike clover seed grown on a 
nine-acre field of his farm for 
1/40.00 to Mr. James Storey, of 
Peterboro. This remarkable reali­
zation from one small field of Mr. 
Simpson’s farm is something with 
no known equal in Peterboro Co. 
It is equal to over $82.00 per acre.”

Family Herald and Weekly 
■Star.

Alsike is certainly a paying 
crop, both for the seed and honey, 
and as regards the latter com­
modity, I venture to say that most 
localities in Ontario would be 
poor honey locations if there were 
no alsike. The report we have 
quoted from is no exaggeration, 
and I have this year seen a num­
ber of cases in our own locality 
and in Victoria Co. where similar 
yields have been obtained. Yields 
from six to eight bushels per acre 
were common, and as high as ten 
bushels were in som • cases re­
corded. The price is now ranging 
around $9.00 per bushel, and the 
combination of good yields and 
nigh prices has been a bonanza 
to farmers fortunate enough to 
have alsike this year.

Seven years ago when we were 
farming, we sold from ten acres 
one hundred bushels of alsike 
seed, and although only $6.50 per 
bushel was obtained, yet it was a 
paying crop. The high prices 
and good yields of this year will 
indirectly be a boon to the honey 
producer. In our own immediate 
district the acreage of alsike the 
past few years has not been as 
large as formerly, but indications 
now point to an increased acreage 
for the next two years at least. 
In localities where alsike is not 
grown, no question but what it 
would pay bee-keepers to use 
strenuous efforts to introduce it. 
With us alsike is the “ whole 
thing,” and if there were none 
grown we would be put out of 
business at once.

A good suggestion you make 
Mr. Editor, when you speak of 
possibility of engaging men like 
Mr. Davis to clean up foul broody
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apiraries. In my limited experi­
ence as inspector, I have found 
that the most difficult thing to 
accomplish is to get farmers and 
others who keep bees as a side 
issue, to do “thorough" work in 
treating diseased colonies.

In one locality isited a large 
number of apiaries were badly 
diseased. A local bee-keeper, 
thoroughly competent in every 
way, was persuaded to undertake 
the curing of the various yards. 
Having a little time at his dis­
posal, and being anxious to have 
the locality cleaned up so that he 
could again keep bees (his yard 
had been wiped out by foul brood) 
he treated all the diseased apiar­
ies, and so effectually, that when 
I revisited the locality during 
buckwheat bloom, in some seven­
teen apiaries examined not a 
single cell of foul brood was 
found. I am satisfied that had 
the work been done by each indi­
vidual bee-keeper,that there would 
have been a different tale to tell. 
In the majority of cases bee­
keepers are ‘ willing” to do all in 
their power towards eradicating 
the disease, but through pressure 
of other work,very often small but 
necessary details of the treatment 
are neglected with the result that 
allthe irwork is done for nothing.

DISTRIBUTION OF HONEY
By w. A. CHRYSLER. Chatham

In our commercial history there 
are evidences of economical mis­
takes constantly coming before our 
observation.

To provide for at least a partial 
remedy for the evil i and disadvant­
ages that exist, and other conditions 
that are arising in our own pursuit, 
it is necessary that we as bee-keep-

the concers fake such steps as will put our 
business on an up-to-daie commer­
cial basis. Other industries are be­
coming more and more co operative.

Co-operative buying and s.-lling 
may eventually crowd the middle­
man to his proper position and the 
greatest good to the greatest 
number should and may yet pre­
vail. The difference between the 
unjust buying price and the un­
just selling price is the tax that 
producers of wealth are paying to 
those who become millionaires with­
out rendering just services. The 
products of the earth and that of 
industry are being produced for 
the enrichment of the few at the 
expense of the many. In r.ur fiI°spector o; 
own industry we have disagreeable | ou* Brood
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features to overcome. We have thr 
wily buyer who knows the market 
conditions. The producers of honey 
being so scattered over the Province 
cannot form an idea of the market 
values without information being 
given through reliable sources 

Without reliable information and 
the need of ready cash for his pro­
duct, he is induced to sell at the 
buyers’ mercy. The honey buyer 
buying honey in bulk puts it in 
retail packages according to his 
own ideas He may adulterate 
or improperly liquefy or otherwise] 
deteriorate its quality in proportion 
to the knowledge he has of the 
business. In evidence of this it 
has been my privilege to take a 
trip through our north-west conn 
try (about two months ago), and] 
from ray awn observation I am 
the opinion that the honey sent 
that part of the country should 
handled by the bee-keepers them-j 
selves or their representative, 
found the product of 1906

(Continued on Page 364.)
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THE CONDITION OF BEE KEEPING 
IN ONTARIO

The individual occupying any 
responsible position must count on 
the day when an account will be 
wanted of his stewardship ; of the 
faithful discharge of duties incum­
bent, of the safe guarding of the 
inteiests involved, etc.

Happy, indeed, that steward who 
contemplates the apprôaeh of that 
day of reckoning calmly and cheer­
fully, renders the account gladly 
and hears the " Well done.”

Answering the call of the On­
tario Government, in the spring­
time of this year of grace, I became 
Inspector of Apiaries under the 
Foul Brood Act of the Province of 
Ontario.

In the counties to which I paid 
oEcial visits during the'season it 
devolped upon me, in addition to 
my duty regarding foul b-ood, to 
endeavor by all means within my 
power to bring some ray of comfort 
)r hope to the many who had 
uffered from winter losses or the 
xcessively heavy spring dwind- 
inr.

The winter losses in some in­
stances had struck very sadly ; 
here the proceeds of the apian- 
ad in past years played such an 
mportant part in the annual pay­
ent on the farm this season finds 

that source of revenue cut off.
May we not reasonably hope, 

owever, that the trying experi- 
nces of this nature will result in 
iving us better bee-keepers ? Some 
me has said :—
"The good are better made by ill,
As odours crushed are sweeter still.”

^nd did not Rudyard Kipling say 
1 the course of one of his addressr s 

Mule on his Canadian tour :—“ I

doubt whether un-remitting pros­
perity is good for the individual.” 
Surely, Sir, this year of trials, 
losses and reverses among bee­
keepers must result in bringing out 
the best that is in the noble army 
of apiarists throughout this fair 
land.

I have allowed no opportunity 
to pass where a word in reference 
to better queens, closer attention 
to the requirements of the apiary, 
etc., might serve the purpose of 
cheering or encouraging those who 
were despondent. I considered this 
a part of my duty and shall continue 
right along in thus pointing out 
that in bee-keeping as in other 
occupations, trifles are not to be 
despised.

The nerve of a tooth, not so large 
as the finest needle will, under cer­
tain conditions, put a strong man 
out of business for the time being.

A defect (trifling of course) in 
a hive cover or the make up of a 
hive may spoil the prospects of a 
surplus from the colony.

A fault (trifling of course) in 
the queen bee may cause that col­
ony,however nicely hived and cared 
for otherwise, to be a. miserable 
failure.

A shortage (trifling of covrse) in 
winter stores in the hive will mean 
the loss of the colony from sheer 
starvation when thirty pounds of 
syrup at a cost of ninety cents 
would have insured it in that par­
ticular at least.

Again, Sir,— Referring to the 
losses and reverses of 1907, and the 
depression resulting therefrom ; I 
would like to ask:—Does the Agri­
culturist, whose live stock or build­
ings have been destroyed by light­
ning or other cause, sit down and 
quit the business ? Not at all ; he
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braces himself to meet the new 
conditions, he erects new and better 
buildings, and looks about him to 
secure live stock even better (if 
possible) than those which were lost.

Again:—Does the Agriculturist 
whose broad fields in an ordinary 
season are covered with the finest 
crops and pasturage, but in an 
extraordinary year, like 1907, are 
scant and dissapointing as a result 
of frost, drought, and general un­
favorable climatic conditions ; does 
the farmer in the midst of such 
surroundings sit down and quit ?

No Sir ! He arises equal to the 
emergency and buys the necessary 
food and provender to carry his 
animals which he prizes so highly 
over to the next season of full and 
plenty.

And are the people engaged in 
bee keeping less courageous than 
these? Are they less resourceful 
than these ? On the contrary, and 
fearless of successful contradiction, I 
claim that those engaged in the 
production of honey are quite equal 
from any view point, to any other 
class or section of the community.

And that having known a little 
of the mystery of the hive, the 
thorough organization and govern­
ment of each colony, the untiring 
industry, the perfect cleanliness 
and order, the regard for squares 
and angles as if working to plumb- 
line and rule. Having observed all 
these and many other signs and 
mysteries in connection with the 
production (by those marvellous 
workers) of that wonderful article 
of food, so wonderful indeed that 
Scripture comes to each member of 
the human family with that vener­
able exhortation:— “ My Son ; eat 
thou honey, lor it is good.” Hav­
ing observed and known these

things they will not be daunted by 
one season of reverses and crop 
failure, but will double their dili­
gence to make this fair country 
what it was originally intended to 
be; ‘‘A land flowing with milk and 
honey.”

In the discharge of my duties as 
Inspector of Apiaries I found some , 
cases of chilled brood, then in other 
instances starved brood, either of 
which caused the owners uneasiness 
and alarm. It was also my privilege 
to see where Inspector Wm. Me- 
Evoy had cleaned up foul brood 
and everything seemed clear and 
flpurishing; it was certainly re­
freshing to hear the people speak 
in such high terms of Mr. McEvoy 
and his work as Inspector.

Foul brood was found in one in­
stance at a place where I had not 
been invited or notified to visit ; a 
very practical demonstration of the 
fact that the Department of which 
Hon. Nelson Monteith is the head, 
showed a clear knowledge of the 
situation and its requirements in 
making provision for a m o re 
thorough inspection of apiaries.

The instance just referred to was 
only discovered very late in the 
season and the owner very promptly 
offered to destroy colonies in which 
traces of disease were discernable, 
with the understanding that I 
would pay another visit of inspec­
tion very early in the spring of 
1908

Other instances there were where 
honey had been extracted from 
brood combs and dead brood was 
present in consequence. This was 
explained but the owners asked to 
be kept in mind and visited agaii 
in spring.

In conclusion, “ The Condition 
of the Industry in Ontario ’’ olI
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which the programme committee re- 
questi d me to speak, may be briefly 
summarized as follows : In the 
midst of the great losses there is still 
abundant reason to take courage.

The thousands of colonies which 
I saw, and the still greater number 
which I did not see, in the very 
short season, a;e evidence conclu­
sive that our beloved industry will 
recover and right itself from the 
shock and shrinkage of 1907, and 
develop, flourishing to an extent 
beyond even our wildest estimate.

I thank you, Ladies and Gentle­
men for your patient hearing and 
indulgence, and before resuming 
my seat I would like to quote one 
verse of a sweet little poem from 
the pen of Dr. C. C. Miller, whom 
we have known only to love.
We think of the mercies un-numbered, 

Vouchsafed by our Father above,
Whose watchfulness never has slumbered, 

Whose banner above us is love.
As each from his field of endeavor 

Has come to this brotherly feast,
May the poison of envy for ever 

Be banished, and good-will increased.
We sing----------- His mercy,

Re-call we His watch-care so great,
We sing of good-fellowship, brothers,

And banish the drscord of hate.
M. B. Holmes, Athens.

The Hurley Printing Co. 
would be glad to hear from any 
bee-keepers who may be in need 
of business stationery or labels of 
any kind. It is our intention to 
prepare a special label for ten and 
five pound pails. We would be 
very pleased to receive a few 
samples of labels from those using 
them, in order that we may have a 
better idea of what may be1 re­
quired in this line. We can supply 
immediately letter heads, bill­
heads, envelopes or anything in 
printing that you may need.

MIDDLESEX BEE-KEEPERS’ 
ASSOCIATION

The Annual Meeting was held in 
the City Hall, London, on Saturday 
Nov. 2nd, opening at 10 o'clock, 
with President Miller in the chair.

Mr. W. A. Hill, St. Thomas, ad­
dressed the meeting on the improved 
condition of bee-keeping, since he 
started in the 'seventies,” when 
he made his own hives, smoker and 
extractor. He considered the pres­
ent high price of honey one of the 
best proofs of the purity of honey, 
as sugar was no higher.

Mr. Wm. Elliott, Springbank, 
gave his system of rearing queens, 
which was very interesting and in­
structive, bringing out a good dis­
cussion Mr. Arthur Laing, St. 
Thomas, read a paper on the "Bene­
fits to be derived through joining 
the O.B.K.A.”

The Secretary read a letter from 
Mr. W. J. Craig, Brantford, on the 
work of the Honey Exchange.

Mr. Kimball gave a short address 
advising the members to introduce 
new blood ; he had met with good 
success himself.

The election of officers did not 
take very much time, as the present 
ones were re-elected :

President, F. J. Miller.
Vice-President, Geo. Kimball.
Sec -Treasurer, E. T. Bainard.
Auditors, W. A. Hill and E. M. 

Husband.
The question drawer occupied the 

remainder of the afternoon.
The Association is increasing in 

members each year. As a premium, 
each one receives a Bee Journal, 
and for an additional fifty cents 
they may become members of the 
Ontario Bee-Keepers' Association.

E. T. Bainard, Sec.
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BEES AND HORTICULTURE

The following valuable paper 
was read by Prof. H. A. Surface, 
M. Sc., Economic Zoologist in the 
Department of Agriculture for the 
State of Pennsylvania, at the recent 
Ontario Convention in Toronto :

In attempting to discuss this subject, 
we realize that it is one of the most time- 
honored among bee-keepers and fruit 
growers, and that it has been threshed 
over and over again in journals and meet­
ings devoted to the interests of persons 
engaged in such pursuits. However, 
there is sometimes justification in revolv­
ing old subjects under a new light to see 
if perhaps an additional point concerning 
it can be gained. The very antiquity of 
the subject indicates its importance, and 
if anything whatever new can be added ; 
or anything in doubt can be cleared up, 
and the truth emphasized, we shall be 
justified in again turning discussion 
toward the old topic. If something 
really new lie desired, we should be glad 
to discuss such subjects as “The Bee 
Sting Cure for Rheumatism,” which 
must no longer be regarded as a joke, but 
in the line of recent developments be­
comes a reality, or it might be possible 
to take up the subject of some unsolved 
problems, such as 1 ' The Effects upon the 
Human System of Continued Stinging by 
Bees,” "The Results of Rearing Bees in 
Cei's of Different Sizes or Shapes,” “The 
Probability of Spontaneous Production of 
Wax Flakes and Conseqent Loss of Honey 
by this Transformation when Drawn 
Comb is Used for Storage and the Wax 
Flakes Can Not be Utilized.” “Multiple 
Queens,” and other topics that may be of 
more or less practical or scientific interest 
to bee-keepers.

In discussing the subject of “ Bees and 
Their Relation to Horticulture,” we shall 
refrain from touching the now well- 
established fact of the definite relation­
ship between the bee toward the flower, 
the necessity of the bee to obtain both 
nectar and pollen from the blossom, its 
wonderful adaptation of structure as 
shown in the nectar sack and pollen 
baskets, especially fitted for their pur­
poses, or on the other hand the depend­
ency of the blossom upon the bee for the 
carrying of the pollen grains from stamin 
to pistil, particularly in going Iront one

flower to another, so essential in cross 
fertilization and the setting of roots. 
However, concerning the last point, we 
may pause long enough to say that this 
year we have evidence that the general 
shortage of the plum crop was due to the 
very cold weather of the spring time, 
when the plum trees were in blossom, 
but the bees did not fly. It is possible 
that the reduced pear crop over the 
country may be due to a similar cause, 
but this can not lie true of the apple 
crop, and we know where there was a 
magnificent yield of apples, in some 
regions of Pennsylvania, from blossoms 
that were expended when it was too cool 
for bees to fly, and from our own obser­
vations we believe that many of the apple 
trees laden with fruit in the fall of this 
year were not visited by a bee or other 
pollenizing insect during the time of 
their blossoming in the unusually cool 
spring. We must acknowledge that 
while in Nature there are most beautiful 
structures and adaptations, such as the 
color, form and products of the blossom 
to attract and sustain the bee, and pollen 
sacks, and numerous hairs for the carry­
ing of poVen, as well as nectar sacks for 
carrying liquids by the bees, yet the full 
relationship of insects and flowers has 
not been demonstrated by practical test 
of trees and plants of different kinds 
definitely covered with gauze or very thin 
netting in such a way as to permit the 
natural vital functions of the plants to 
take place, with the possibility of wind 
fertilization, but excluding pollenizing 
insects entirely from the trees or plants 
of different kinds. Such studies could 
well be made by our E> périment Stations, 
and would no doubt reveal the fact that 
some kinds, like plums, are more depend­
ent upon the bees than are others, like 
the apples. The student of Nature 
constantly meets so many beautiful and 
wonderful facts and conditions that lie 
may possibly fail to appreciate their full 
significance, but occasionally in the con­
templation of such things he is forced 
to pause and exclaim with the poet 
Young,
• No more the misty Vale of Doubt I trod. 
My reason saw, my Soul confessed a God.’

In the following discussion I wish to 
place emphasis upon the three following 
poins : (I) Bees will not be killed by pro­
per spraying methods ; (2) bees do not and 
can not puncture fruits, and (3) bees are
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not to be condemned for carrying the 
germs of pear blight. These I shall 
discuss in detail.

BRES AND SPRAYING
This subject has been discussed to such 

an extent that we should consider it 
fairly well settled were it not for the fact 
that frequently articles appear in the 
papers and are circulated overthecountry, 
conveying the information that bees have 
been killed bv spraying, and even in 
some cases going so far as to say that 
honey has been jroisoned by the use of 
spray liquids containing poisons carried 
to the hives by the industrious workers. 
In passing, we wish to pause only long 
enough to go on record as having said, 
that we consider the production of 
poisoned honey from sprayed plants as 
an impossibility, and such a suggestion 
an injustice to the producer and also to 
the consumer of the most delicious of 
human foods.

While it is now generally recognized 
that spraying blossoms is such a bad 
horticultural practice, from the stand­
point of the fruit producer, that it is not 
followed, and consequently the danger 
of killing bees has passed away, we have 
a new hoax to be found in the statement 
which has received extensive circulation 
during the past spring to the effect that 
spraying for the San José Scale has killed 
bees. It appears constantly that either 
some bee-keeper is to be disgruntled over 
modern horticultural practices, or some 
fruit grower is anxious to assume a posi­
tion of enmity toward a bee-keeper for 
some fancied wrong by bees. This is 
like the farmer who must necessarily 
find cause for complaint. It must first be 
poor crops, but when these yield more, he 
then complains of low prices, but when 
crops are good and prices are high, as 
during the present year, he still finds 
solace in being miserable over the fa :t 
that “It takes lots of work to harvest and 
market such crops, and besides it’s 
awfully hard on the land."

The following article was extensively 
circulated in the papers of Pennsylvania 
during the past spring :

TREE SPRAYING KILLS BEES 
THOUSANDS of insect honey hunters 

DIE FROM SIPPING POISON
Tree spraying for the San José Scale 

now being conducted at the instance of 
the State Agricultural Department has

aroused the displeasure of the keepers of 
bees in the vicinity of Norristown, owing 
to the havoc it has created by killing 
thousands of these honey gatherers. 
Probably the heaviest loser is John C. 
Detwiller, in Whitemarsh, who says that 
his bees have died by the thousands since 
the trees in the neighborhood have been 
sprayed.

Mr. Detwiller says : " Bees require 
large quantities of water, especially at 
this season, and will obtain it from almost 
any blossom or wherever possible. This 
water is then mixed with the pollen in 
process of keeping the hive.

At present bees are feasting upon the 
opening blossoms, and almost as soon as 
they sip therefrom, the trees of which 
have been sprayed for the extirpation of 
the San José Scale, they become affected 
by the poisonous liquid and speedily die.”

To this we felt obliged to reply as 
follows :

BEES AND TREE SPRAYING
STATE ZOOLOGIST SAYS SULPHUR WASH

KILLS THE SCALE BUT NOT THE BEES

"My attention has been called to a news­
paper article entitled “ Tree Spraying 
Kill Bees," and I beg to write concerning 
the error in this, as it is an injustice to 
the men who may wish to save their 
trees from the terrible San José Scale. 
In the first place, the spray for the San 
José Scale must be applied befoie the 
trees are in bloom, and our inspectors 
and demonstrators have never sprayed 
any trees while in blossom in order to 
kill any scale insects. Therefore there 
would be no honey bees around the trees 
sprayed for San José Scale at the time 
the spraying was done. The Lime- 
sulphur Wash is caustic, but it is not a 
"poisonous liquid." Bees could not be 
induced to sip it, and if they should do 
so, they would not be killed by it, as they 
would by an arsenical poison.

The bees around Norristown, as else­
where in this State, may be dying from 
foul brood or a trouble, sometimes called 
"spring dwindling,” but they certainly 
are not killed from the effect of any 
spray used or recommended by this office 
for San José Scale

May I take this occasion also to call 
the attention of the public to the fact 
that we do not spray blossoms for any 
pest known. In other words, no trees 
should be sprayed while in bloom.



846 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL

Spraying at such times with arsenical 
poison may have the effect of killing 
bees, but the Lime-sulphur Wash is not an 
arsenical poison, and is not sprayed while 
the trees are in bloom, and therefore 
bees are not killed by any spray used for 
this purpose."—(Signed) H Â. Surface, 
Economic Zoologist of Pa.

For San José Scale, fruit growers may 
use oils, soaps, or caustic washes, such as 
the Lime-sulpbur Wash, which we con­
sider best and cheapest. The bees would 
not touch the soap solutions or oil sub­
stances. We have had a kettle of the 
Lime-sulphur Wash standing near our bee 
hives for weeks, and not one bee has 
been seen to attempt to drink it, nor 
have any been killed by it. We have 
sprayed bushes and trees around and 
over the hives during the past year, and 
have had hives covered with the spray in 
an experimental orchard, two or three 
different times, to such an extent that 
they were yellow in color, and the liquid 
dripped from them None of the bees 
were killed by the process excepting 
those that were accidentally injured 
while actually in the act of flying through 
the cloud of mist or spray as it left the 
nozzle. A few of these may have been 
killed, but if so, it was only by external 
contact, and not by their voluntarily 
sipping the liquid.

It is to be remembered that in making 
such a statement a professional naturalist 
values his own scientific reputation too 
highly to permit himself to make an 
error that can be avoided either by practi­
cal test or by careful study. We are 
certain that bees have not been killed by 
spraying trees betore they blossom, and 
no one sprays for the San José Scale 
after the buds burst. In general, no fruit 
grower, who knows how, when and why 
to spray, ever sprays anything while the 
blossoms are open, and this is the only 
chance by which bees could be killed, 
excepting in the rare conditions of bees 
being quite thirsty and deprived of tlieir 
natural water, sipping a little spray 
liquid from the leaves, where it may re­
main for a short time after spraying for 
the codling moth or leaf-eating insects 
later in the season.

Emphasis should be made of the 
fact that the Bordeaux Mixture is 
not an insecticide, would not kill 
bees nor other insects, and is used 
only as a fungicide or preventive of cer­
tain plant diseases. If, however, Paris

Green or some other arsenical poison, 
such as London Purple or Arsenate of 
Lead, were added to Bordeaux Mixture 
or used as a spray, and the bees could lie 
induced to sip the liquid through its fall­
ing into widely opened nectar-vielding 
blossoms or through excessive thirst of 
the bees, sipping it from the leaves where 
it temporarily lemains, it is possible that 
these lieneficial insects might be killed 
by such means and at such times. How­
ever it is my opinion that if water be 
placed in the apiary regularly, as it 
should be, the bees will learn to get it, 
and will not seek the drops of poisoned 
spray liquid that may remain temporarily 
on the leaves in spraying for the codling 
moth. Finally, on this particular point 
it may be said that this codling moth is 
the only pest for which arsenical sprays 
are recommended as a regular annual 
practice, and for it the spraying should 
be done soon after the petals fall, and 
again within a week or ten days. But 
few bees are flying in the tree tops at such 
time.

Though it is fairly well known that 
bees do not puncture fruits, yet further 
observations and proof are needed to 
convince some persons on this point. 
Not long ago a friend reported to us that 
our bees were puncturing and destroying 
his grapes. I sent an assistant to investi­
gate this, and he repotted to me that the 
bees were in the grapes, but were sipping 
the juices only of those of which the 
skin was punctured, either by the 
Grape-berry Moth, the Curculio, Yellow- 
Jackets or the Brown Rot germ. They 
were unable to break or puncture the 
skin of their own accord.

Last summer I found a few bees suck­
ing the juices and removing the pulp 
from beneath the skins of plums hanging 
from a tree over their hives. To test the 
ability of the bees to work at very small 
punctures and make punctures for them­
selves, I placed six plums on an old pun, 
and set this on the frames in the top of 
the hive. I here exhibit the same alter 
it had remained there nearly twomonths, 
and in fact was taken from the hive no 
earlier than the thirtieth day of last 
month. The two plums marked “A" 
were starting to decay with Monilia or 
Brown Rot; the two marked ‘‘B " were 
sound and ripe, and were placed on the 
pan with their skins unbroken ; the two 
marked " C " were merely punctured 
with four or five d rect pricks of a pm in
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each. It can lie seen that the bees re­
moved the juices anu pulp of the last 
pair because they could find working 
points at the punctured places, but the 
second pair, or the unpunctured fruit, 
simply dried like prunes, without the 
skin having been broken by the insects, 
and with the pulp left in place. The 
first pair or those starting to decay re­
ceived some attention from the bees, but 
in my opinion they worked only upon 
that part of the fruit which had not yet 
decayed, finding their entrance in the 
skin at the edge of the decayed area 
An examination of the reverse side of 
this pan showsthe propolis, which plainly 
indicates that it has been for some time 
on the frames of the hive. May we not 
accept this as one of the evidences that 
bers do not cause the original injury to 
fruits which they visit?

Concerning bees carrying the serious 
land deadly germs of Pear Bbght, I wish 
to establish the thesis that Pear Blight 
often appears without the intervention of 
bees, and that as these are not by any 
means the sole agents culpable for the 
dissemination of such germs, the pear 
growers are not justified in condemning 
he bee and desiring to exclude it from 

|tlieir orchards. We know that such 
ction as tieen contemplated, as I was 

Recently told of it and the effort made by 
me fruit growers in California to con­

demn and prohibit the keeping of bees 
near their pear trees, because they pre- 
îmed these insects were the agents 
•sponsible for the spread of the Pear 
light. Mr. E. R. Root, of Medina, Ohio, 
ent with them through their orchards, 
nd showed them ants and other insects 
resent in numbers upon the trees. He 
mvinCed them of the possibility of the 
ighi germs being conveyed by these 

(her agencies, and hence the impossi- 
dlity of preventing its spread should all 
[he bees be excluded from their orchards' 

an illustration of my meaning in this 
•gard is to be found in the attitude of 
ome fruit growers toward the Robin 
.edbreast or American Robin. Some 
rsons have raised a cry against this 

fird, demanding legislative proceedings 
Lr its destruction, because they claim that 

carries upon ils feet the deadly San 
Scale, so destructive to most fruits 

he facts are that the San José Scale is 
'tried or disseminated by eight or ten 
her means besides upon the feet of 
Ms, and in the last-named agency the

English Sparrow is far more effective as 
an agent in the dissemination of the San 
José Scale than ia the Robin. In fact, 
any bird that would alight in a tree in­
fested with this scale insect in its young 
and free-moving stage would be liable to 
carry the young pests upon its feet to any 
other place to which it might fly, as the 
Robin is only one of the known agencies 
in spreading the scale, this pest being 
carried by so many other means that the 
cry against it for such reason is not 
justified, and the spread of the scale 
would he practically as rapid and exten­
sive were all the Robins destroyed in 
accordance with the demands made by a 
few fruit growers. Likewise, pear 
blight is disseminated by so many 
methods besides bees that no one is justi­
fied in making complaint against the bee 
on this account. In fact, it is not definitely 
proven that the Honey bee does dissemi­
nate the germs of this deadly bacterial 
disease, and on the other hand it is known 
that the disease may kill trees under 
conditions which prohibit the intervention 
of the Honey Bee. For example, this 
spring I planted an orchard of young pear 
trees late in the spring, when the weather 
was so cool that bees were not flying. 
Also, the trees just set out contained no 
blossoms, and I saw no signs of exuding 
juices or sap. Thus it was certain that 
there was nothing to attract the bees to 
them, and I am convinced that no bees 
were near these young trees However, 
within a short time after planting the 
trees, they commenced to show signs of 
being infected with blight, and the dis­
ease spread over the trees, and finally 
killed many of them. It was probably 
carried to them by an infected pruning 
knife in trimming the branches, or by 
the wind, or by some other means even in 
the nursery before they were shipped. 
Thus we see that the condemnation of the 
bee in such case is entirely unjust. Let 
us unite to study and disseminate a 
knowledge of the truth, and if possible 
add new points occasionally to such an 
important though time-honoured subject 
as “ Bees and Horticulture.” and thus we 
may feel justified in our efforts.

Honhv Fruit-Cakr.—Take i# cups 
of honey, 2-3 cup of butter, % cup of 
sweet milk, 3 eggs well beaten, 3 cups of 
flour, 2 teaspoonsful of baking powder, 
2 cups raisins, 1 teaspoonful each of 
cloves and cinnamon.
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FOUL BROOD
Bv MISS TREVORROW

I received a letter from our Sec­
retary, Mr. Hodgetts, asking me 
to write a paper for this Convention, 
to which I replied that, as I had 
contributed to the programme last 
year, I thought a new name would 
be a greater attraction this year, 
and as there were so many members 
of this Association, who, by their 
larger experience, were better quali­
fied to write, I would rather he 
would appeal to them. A second 
letter from Mr. Hodgetts set aside 
my objections, and hoped that I 
would re-consider my decision, 
which I interpreted to mean that 
he would not take “ no ” for an 
answer, and being naturally dis­
posed to obey the behests of my 
superior officers, I concluded, though 
someone had blundered, ’Twas 
mine but to write—or try.

I have not chosen the subject of 
" Foul Brood” because I am an 
authority upon it, for I have had 
no practical experience with the 
disease, but because it is a subject 
in which I am very much interested, 
and one that I believe every bee­
keeper shou.d be interested in and 
acquainted with, if not practically, 
then, theoretically, with such a 
sound preventative theory, that its 
execution shall keep his colonies 
impervious to disease.

It would be impossible for me to 
write a treatise of foul brood that 
would be interesting or instructive 
to experienced bee-keepers, but if 
the statement of what I am doing 
to keep my colonies free from dis­
ease, shall lead to a discussion in 
criticism of my plan, a discussion 
which will be full of good points 
for the use of those who, like my­
self, have very little experience in

the matter, I shall not have written 
in vain

I believe I received my first 
lesson on “Foul Brood” when I 
had only five colonies, and only 
new hives to work with. When 
the bees swarmed, I used full sheets 
of foundation, in brood chamber 
and super, and fresh supers of 
foundation as each one was filled 
with honey, till I had turned up 
enough supers to give me the 
largest surplus per colony I have 
ever had. I said to a bee-keeper 
who visited my yard at that time, 
and who was acquainted with its 
condition : “ I hope I have no foul 
brood in my hives ”—I always had 
a dread of this disease. He replied: 
” There is no danger of that, they 
were good, healthy colonies when 
you got them, and you have been 
treating them for foul brood ever 
since, by giving them so much new 
foundation and new hives. I hardly 
appreciated the lesson at its true 
value at the time, but it has recur 
red to me many times since, and ha» 
almost reconciled me to the use ofl 
the—still objectionable—wax press,! 
that makes a frequent change inti! 
clean, new quarters practicable, an® 
assists very materially in avoiding 
disease.

In the Spring of 1905, my queenl 
were clipped by two experience® 
bee-keepers, one of whom gave rm 
a hint in regard to the effect ofl 
strong colonies on foul brood® 
although he only said, as he con® 
templated the strong force of bed 
in the hives, “ It is a sign there® 
no disease in them, when you sd 
colonies as strong as these. ' ’ Tfl 
other, finding a hive with a lard 
proportion of drone combs in id 
asked for worker combs to replid 
them. When I brought him corn®
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from an old brood chamber, he said, 
as he put them into the hive, “ I 
would not do this in many apiaries, 
for fear of foul brood, but I believe 
it is safe here.” From the first one 
I learned the importance of keep­
ing colonies strong; from the latter, 
that there was a risk in using old 
combs. At every bee-keepers’ con­
vention that I have attended, there 
has always been a great deal said 
about the danger of feeding honey 
back to bees, it has led me to adopt 
thr plan of feeding only pure-white- 
sugar-syrup.

I have been keeping bees for 
eight years, and in that time my 
apiary has been examined four 
times by foul brood experts, al­
though the inspector has only visit­
ed it once in an official capacity. 
These years have given me four 
rules for the avoidance of foul 
brood. They are : to keep the 
hives clean, by renewal of founda­
tion; to feed only pure white sugar 
syrup; to keep the colonies strong, 
and open to inspection. “ Easy 
rules,” some will say; but some­
times one is very loath to destroy 
a well-formed comb, when black­
ness and old-age are its only ap­
parent faults, and there is quite a 
temptation to see what a weak 
colony will do through the summer, 
rather than redu e the size of the 
apiary; and who would not hesitate 
a little at the thought of feeding 
all pure sugar, with a stock of low- 
price honey on hand that might be 
used if there were no danger of 
contagion, while a visit from the 
Foul Brood Inspector would inspire 
as much antagonism with some bee­
keepers as is evinced towards in­
spectors generally.

Ontario can boast of its Medical 
Health Officers, its Isolation Hos­

pitals and forms of quarantine, in­
stituted for the protection of human 
life against contagious diseases, also 
inspectors of ho:ses and cattle, that 
have been appointed to control the 
spread of disease amongst these 
animals, and six foul brood In­
spectors, whose ambition it is to 
stamp out Foul Brood in Ontario. 
But opposed to these officers and 
institutions are forces more power­
ful than they, acting unitedly in 
their respective spheres.

The banana vendor will store 
green fruit in his dormitory, where 
contagious diseases are rife, and 
when they are ripe sell them to his 
customers at 5c. or 10c. per dozen, 
and furnish him with microbes— 
free ; and the man who highly ap­
preciates the benefits of an Isolation 
Hospital that affords treatment and 
shelter to his neighbor, when he is 
attacked by a contagious disease, 
but who would be willing to 
sacrifice the lives of all his neigh­
bor’s family, rather than go to an 
Isolation Hospital himself, and 
forms of quarantine have to be 
maintained sometimes by a cordon 
of police.

The inspector of horses has to 
contend with the man who will 
drive a diseased horse into a public 
shed, and tie him where a friendly 
horse on either side may rub noses 
with him, and contagion be in­
creased three fold thereby; and the 
Foul Brood Inspector has had his 
own experience with opposing 
forces too, in the bee-keeper, who 
was too sensitive to own to the ex­
istence of disease in his apiary, 
and tried to cure it on the quiet ; 
and the timid ones, who knew of 
existing disease in neighboring ap­
iaries but were afraid to inform; 
and the owners of said apiaries,
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who were ready to become the 
mortal enemies of both informant 
and inspector, if these questionable 
colonies were interfered with ; and 
the man who once kept a colony or 
two, or four, or five, perhaps, and 
what they died of, he knew not 
what, left them on their stands, a 
menace to all the apiaries within 
miles of them. But a better day 
is coming. The Reports of our 
Foul Brood Inspectors for this year, 
show that they have received letters 
from 660 bee-keepers in this Prov­
ince, asking that their apiaries 
might be inspected, and "of that 
number, it was found when they 
were inspected, that 396 of them 

- were not diseased. While it is 
gratifying to know that such a large 
proportion of the apiaries inspected 
were free from disease, it must be 
just as gratifying to the inspectors 
and to the government that appoint­
ed them, to know that there are 
nearly 700 bee-keepers in Ontario 
who have no longer any antipathy 
to, or careless indifference towards, 
but a decided appreciation of the 
benefits of free inspection. And 
we have reason to hope, from this 
year's foul brood reports, that if 
the bee-keepers continue to take 
advantage of their privilege of in­
spection, and maintain a course in 
their yards that shall tend to 
healthful conditions there, it will 
not be long before Foul Brood shall 
cease to exist in Ontario.

HONEY EXPORT
The Trade and Commerce de­

partment of the Dominion Govern­
ment has an inquiry (No 1450) 
from a Lancashire firm for the 
names of Canadian bee-keepers in 
a position to export honey to 
Great Britain.

MANAGEMENT AND MISMANAGE­
MENT IN SASKATCHEWAN

Some time ago, I received a re­
quest from the Editor of the Can­
adian Bee Journal, for an article 
which might be of interest to other 
bee-keepers in this part of the 
Dominion. I thought of describing 
my system of management, or per­
haps after this year I should call 
it my system of mismanagement.

But, first, I want to make an ap­
peal for information to any eastern 
bee-keeper, and my question is this: 
“ In a locality where there is a 
steady light flow from May to the 
middle of September, sufficient to 
stimulate swarming, but seldom to 
do much more, how would you 
manage to get the greatest quantity 
of (1st) extracted, and (2nd) comb 
honey ? There is generally a rather 
brisker flow from beginning to 
middle of July, then very little 
doing till about the middle of 
August, when golden-rod, our best 
honey producer, commences The 
source of the July flow I have 
never been able to place exactly, as 
bees appear to work on several 
varieties of wild flowers equally. 
That is the problem before me. 
There is no main harvest, like the 
clover in the East, to get bees ready 
for at just the right time. I have 
had swarms issue from June till the 
middle of September, and I* have 
had early swarms swarm again 
several times.

I thought last year that I had 
solved the problem by using the 
Alexander method of increase for 
extracted honey and shaken swarms 
for comb The result of this plan 
was slightly over two tons of honey 
from forty-two colonies and increase 
up to seventy." That was good
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I enough for me, especially as I had 
I muddled several colonies with ex- 
Iperimental work that led nowhere, 
I and I followed the same plan this 
I year. The result is sixty-two col- 
lonies increased to ninety-eight, 
I several of them too weak to stand 
Imuch chance for winter. And the 
kurplus honey ? Well, there practi- 
Ically is’nt any, though a few 
(colonies that built up too slowly to 
lincrease by the Alexander plan 
Imade a fair shewing. The chief 
■cause of the trouble was the total 
(failure of the fall flow, a thing I 
■have never known happen before. 
■The light July flow came as usual, 
■but as I was then making increase 
(the bees were not in shape to catch 
■t. Nevertheless, I believe in nine 
■years out of ten the Alexander 
■Ian will show good results in this 
locality, although undoubtedly a 
Barger surplus could be obtained if 
Eve could keep the colonies un­
divided and still avoid swarming. 
■Urge hives might do it, but very 
large hives are awkward to put 
■down the cellar. Between the eight 
■nd ten frame Langstroth there is 
■ardly any difference as far as 
■warming is concerned.
I A plan I have once or twice tried 
■ith success for extracted honey 
Is to let a colony swarm, hiving it 
■n full sheets of foundation on the 
■Id stand and standing the parent 
■ive beside it. After four or five 
■ays, I shook all the bees from the 
■arent hive in front of the new 
■ne, cut out all queen cells and 
Blaced it on top with an excluder 
Between, If there is a fair flow on 
■t the time the swarm issues, a 
■hallow extracting super should be 
■laced over an excluder directly 
■he swarm is hived. If filled with 
■rawn comb, this will be about full

of honey by the time the parent 
hive is returned. I think it quite 
likely that such a colony would 
sometimes swarm again, but I have 
not yet had one dr o. I believe if 
I had followed this plan this year, 
I should have had a fair amount 
of surplus.—VVm. L. Coupkr, 
Cannington Manor, Sask

THE YOUTH'S COMPANION CALENDAR 
FOR 1908.

The publishers of The Youth’s 
Companion will, as always at this 
season, present to every subscriber 
whose subscription ($1.75) is paid 
for 1908 a beautiful Calendar for the 
new year. Four paintings by artists 
of distinction are reproduced in the 
four panels of the Calendar by a 
process of color-printing which has 
been recently brought to remark­
able excellence The Brst of the 
panels is an inspiring sea scene, 
full ot the beauty of the wide 
ocean and sky, and the joyous rush 
of the homeward-bound ship. The 
second is a fine cattle piece. The 
third pictures an old mill at Zaan- 
dam—typically Dutch in treatment. 
The fourth panel depicts a “Girl 
with Roses’’—a charming face, 
exquisite in cole lord expression. 
All the pictures are worthy of pre­
servation long after 1908 has passed 
into the good old times.

Honey Vinegar.— Honey vinegar can 
be made by using 1)4 lbs. of honey to 
1 gallon of clear, soft water. Store in 
a barrel or other vessel. It should be 
kept in a waim place, with an opening 
in the vessel to allow the air to circulate 
freely, thus causing it to come to perfec­
tion more quickly. At theend of the year 
it will be ready for use. Its keeping quali­
ties are excellent, and the best of pickles 
can be made with it. There is, perhaps, 
nothing superior for using with \egetable 
and meat salads.
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HOW TO PRODUCE AND SHOW 
EXHIBITION HONEY

By A. LAING, St. Thomas, Ont.

A friend of nine said of a certain 
book, that it v «s chiefly remarkable 
for what it didn’t say, and I am 
afraid that my remarks on this 
subject are likely to be remarkable 
for the same cause. However, if I 
say very little there will be the 
more time left for the rest of you.

In the first place, I believe it 
would be well if all apiarists would 
take for their motto this short sen­
tence, “Quality before Quantity,” 
and if this is advisable for the 
average bee-keeper, it is an abso­
lute necessity for anyone who de­
sires to produce honey that is fit 
for exhibition purposes.

We must keep this point con­
stantly before us. Now of course 
you all agWee with me when I say 
we must strive to produce the best. 
The question is, however, how to 
produce and therein lays a lot of 
difficulty. Well, let us suppose we 
are trying for prize extracted 
honey. In the first place we want 
good rousing strong colonies, and 
in the second place we must have 
a lot of nice bright clean combs or 
otherwise the honey stored in them 
is likely to be slightly colored. Now 
if we are fortunate enough to get 
these combs well filled with honey, 
and leave them until they are en­
tirely capped over and as much 
longer as we can, we should then 
have some choice extracted honey, 
which if kept by itself and not 
allowed to mix with some others in 
extracting, should put us in a posi­
tion where we will stand some 
chance for a prize.

As tc comb honey, if it be neces­
sary to have strong colonies for

extracted honey, it is even more 
important for comb, and I believe 
it is generally conceeded that the 
blacks or hybrids cap their honey a 
little whiter than the Italian bee.
It is very essential that the sections 
should be filled to the very edge 
and entirely capped and as white as 
snow if possible, and if your colony 
is on bran new combs it will ma­
terially aid the whiteness of cap­
ping and in getting the sections 
well filled, your motto should be,
“Contraction rather than expan­
sion of the colony.” Another 
important point is the time to put iavc never 
on your sections or combs. This Iear t0 know 
should be done just at the opening iave-
of the white clover flow, for if put nteresting r<
on sooner, they may get a littli 
honey from the fruit bloom 01 
dandelion, and thus spoil the color! 
as well as the flavor of your honey.)

Now as for the showing, I don 
know that there is a great deal ti 
be said on the subject, but I ci 
assure you that there is a treme: 
dous amount to be done in référé» 
to the matter. The cleaning up 
your sections, and then gettini 
cases to put them in, and then thi 
selecting of bottles and washings: 
filling, to say nothing of the ti: 
you use, is enough to make a think­
ing man pause and consider whet! 
he will be anything like paid fi 
his trouble.

As an illustration, I put in aboi 
$10.00 worth of time on one enti 
for Toronto Fair this fall and 
$ i oo as a prize, and this is only 
case out of many. In showi: 
everything must be put up in tl 
neatest and most attractive manm 
or elsé you are knocked out fi 
the standpoint of display, no 
ter how good your honey may 
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ing point is the fact that the one 
thing that you do not expect to 
take any prize, will take the red 
ticket; while the one you are posi­
tively sure will take a red, gets a 
fourth or none at all, if there hap­
pens to be a fifth exhibitor.

From the experience I have had 
would say that the Department of 

(Agriculture should pay the Honey 
■Exhibitor $5.00 a day as a public 
leducator. My wife says that if you 
(want to know how to put up an 
Exhibit of honey, ask those who 

mè"tô*pùtFave never exhibited, as they ap- 
bs This§iear t0 know better than those who 

lave. In exhibiting, we hear many 
Interesting remarks For instance, 

two ladies came into the honey 
Jiuilding and one of them gave one 

,Slance around and remarked to her 
Companion, “Oh, loqk at the honey, 

md not one pound of it pure.
;at deal to ^at °f course, was news to me. 
Dut I can his year one lady referred to our 
a tremen- tanulated honey as horse radish.

1 referenci bad on exhibition a miniature 
ling up 0 Piary and extracting house made 
n gettin| f beeswax, and this was an exhibit"
I then thi 1 8reat interest and well under- 
ishingam tood and greatly appreciated by 
f the timi ery many of the people ; but even 
:e a think *■*. plain as it apneared to the 
:r whethn reat majority of the people was 
; paid to et 8 mystery to some. One lady

xplaining to her companion that 
it in abou was a grave-yard made of cheese, 
one entr] Many wish to buy our beeswax

II and go lr maple sugar. Three young 
is only on dies and a young gentleman came

showing P10 °ur counter and one of the 
up in tb dies bought a 5c cake of beeswax 
e manna id then the young man wishing 
oui fro-* appear gallant, bought four 10c 

r, no liiitLi-es of beeswax, and taking the 
y may berK passed it around to the girls 
y ir.teres®d they each took a cake and then 

p °ne who had bought the 5c

For 
Churches 

and Schools
JlMI one Ceiling i. idesl for chuichei 

and schools, for us beauty. cleanliness, 
economy for Hi sanitary perfection (no 

seams to catch dirt) -for its fcre-proof qualities

PEDLAR ART STEEL 
CE ILINGS

Above 2,000 modern designs in every style of 
good ait—side-walls to match in harmony with 
interior schemes—adapted to any color-scheme or 
architectural motive. Allow us to send you 
illustrated details and quote prices. Address 20»

The PEDLAR People f5!i]
Osliawa Montreal Ottawa Toronto London Winnipeg

cake, asked him what they were to 
do with it, “Why eat it,” he said, 
and then she fairly roared and the 
wax was exchanged for honey.

LIMERICK COMPETITION 
Csih for Nell and Empire Reeders.

The success of the Limerick Compe­
tition, which has l>eeo running for the 
past few weeks in the Toronto Mail and 
Empire, has been so phenomenal that 
they have decided to raise the amount of 
prize money in the contest, which com­
menced Friday, Sept. 27, to #100 00. 
The person who sends in the best sug­
gestion for the last line of the incomplete 
Limerick will receive $30.00. The other 
prizes are as follows: the second, #20.00; 
the third and fourth, #ro.oo each; the 
fifth and sixth, #5.00; and ten consolation 
prizes at #2.00 each. It is probable that 
these contests will be continued from 
week to week, and the conditions govern­
ing them will he found in both The Daily 
and Weekly Mail and Empire.

Aikin's Honry-Cookihs.—i teacupful 
extracted honey, I pint sour cream, scant 
teaspoonful soda, flavoring if desired, 
flour to make a soft dough.



364 THE CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL

BEE-HUNTING
Bv ELIAS BOX in Gleanings

In reply to John R. Lockard, 
page 322 of the March 1st issue, 
I would say that, unless his bee- 
trees are better supplied with honey 
than most of them are here, his 
profits (if any) would be greater if 
he would cut them in the fall, and 
it would also be much more humane, 
for swarms could be saved that 
would otherwise perish long before 
spring from the want of sufficient 
stores to carry them through.

I hunt bees for recreation and 
to save swarms that would starve 
if left in the tree and take a chance 
on the possible profit. I have 
driven into the country in the fall 
and brought home swarms where 
others had cut the trees, robbed the 
bees of their honey, and left them 
to perish. Two years ago I win­
tered ten swarms that I took from 
trees, mostly of my own finding. 
My method is this :

I have a box made of thin boards, 
17 inches long 11 inches wide and 
6 inches deep, with 3 very thin 
boards 5 inches wide, slipped inside 
between thin cleats tacked inside 
the ends (wooden combs or dum­
mies), for the bees to cluster ou, 
with half-inch space at bottom and 
top, so as not to crush the bees and 
allow them free passage. The 
cover is thin boards with half-inch 
cleats on each side to slip down 
over the top of the box, with four 
i>i-inch holes, one near each cor­
ner, with wire s reen tacked on 
under one side to give plenty of air, 
cover fastened on with a wire hook 
and a screw-eÿe at each end, and a 
strap firmly nailed across the top 
for a handle to carry it by. Then 
I bore a ij^-inch hole in the centre 
of one side at the bottom, and this

is closed with a little sliding gate 
that also has a ij^-inch hole in, 
covered with wire screen. This box, 
by taking the three division-boards 
out of the cleats and laying them 
in one side of the box, makes room 
for a whisk-broom, smoker and 
honey-knife ; and when thus packed 
I slip it under my buggy-seat withA 
my ax and hunting-box, and set 
lard-can, with the cover on, in 
front of the seat, and hitch up m> 
team, and away I go to some place 
favorable for bees ; and, after get­
ting permission irom the land- 
owner, I usually put my team 
his barn and feed them, and away 
I go with my hunting box to p.ttr 
the bees so I can trace them ; and 
when I find the tree I return to the 
buggy and get my outfit and cut 
the tree by falling it on to some 
small tree to break the force ; blow 
a little smoke in at the entrance 
and chop in two cuts and split off 
one side ; then I set my box on the 
log, close it, and proceed to take 
out the combs and brush the bees 

front of the entrance (alwaysin
making sure to get the queen in 
and in they go. I cut the hone; 
out and put it in the can and pul 
the empty combs and brood on to] 
of it and put on the cover and wa 
an hour or so for the flying bees ti 
get in the box.

When I get home I fit up a hive 
with honey, cutout some of tlieoli 
combs, and insert the brood in 
combs, jar the box down on 
ground, which loosens the bei 
from the cover which I remove, ai 
dump the bees in front of the hiv 
and in they go.

I have eight swarms thus taki 
last fall (the last one, Nov. 28) 
are apparently in fine conditii 
and perfectly contented. Out
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Out

the eight only three bad enough 
honey to have wintered them. I 
have had but one man refuse to let 
me cut a tree, for I usually divide 
the honey with the owner of the 
land.

I enjoy hunting any and all kinds 
of game ; but there is a fascination 
abou bee-hunting that I find in no 
other kind. I like to watch them 
as they cautiously at first approach 
the box ; then, after filling them­
selves, watch the zigzag circles 
they describe before they make 
straight way.

[The above gives a suggestion for 
some fine sport. Thousands of 
such swarms are to be found in 
Ontario, and as for sport,—well 
it beats squirrel and rabbit hunting 
all to pieces and is much more 
profitable.—Ed.]

ARTIFICIAL HONEY
Prof. Herzfeld, of Germany, 

recently brought out some interest­
ing points regarding the manufac­
ture of artificial honey in Europe. 
It is noticed that when we bring 
about the inversion of refined sugar 
in an almost complete manner and 
under well-determined conditions, 
this sugar solidifies in the same 
way as natural honey after stand­
ing for a long time, and it can be 
easily redissolved by heating. 
Owing to the increased production 
of artificial honey, the bee culti­
vators have been agitating the 
question so as to protect them- 

I selves, and it is proposed to secure 
legislation to this effect, one point 

I being to oblige the manufacturers 
I to add some kind of product which 
will indicate the artificial product. 
On the other hand, it is found that 

I the addition of inverted sugar to 
1 natural honey tends to improve its

quality and especially to render it 
more easily digested. Seeing that 
sugar is about the only alimentary 
matter which is produced in an 
absolutely pure state, its addition 
to honey cannot be strictly con­
sidered as an adulteration. Bees 
often take products from flowers 
which have a bad taste ; and the 
chemist Keller found that honey 
coming from the chestnut tree 
sometimes has a disagreeable flavor. 
From wheat flowers we find a 
honey which has a taste resenlbling 
bitter almonds, and honey from 
asparagus flowers is most unpalata- 
table. Honey taken from the colza 
plant is of an oily nature, and that 
taken from onions has the taste of 
the latter. In such cases, the honey 
is much improved by the addition 
of inverted sugar. Prof. Herzfeld 
gives a practical method for pre­
paring this form of sugar. We 
take 1 kilogramme (2.2 pounds) of 
high quality refined sugar in a clean 
enamel-ware vessel, and add 300 
cubic centimeters (10 fluid ounces) 
of water and 1.1 grammes (17 
grains) tartaric acid. This ie 
heated at 110 deg. C. over an open 
fire, stirring all the while, and is 
kept at this heat until the liquid 
takes on a fine golden yellow color, 
such operation lasting for about 
three-quarters of an hour. By this 
very simple process we can easily 
produce artificial honey. Numer­
ous extracts are now on the market 
for giving the aroma of honey, but 
none of them will replace the 
natural honey. However, if we 
take the artificial product made as 
above and add it to a natural 
honey having a strong aroma, such 
as that which is produced from 
health, we can obtain an excellent 
semi-honey.
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Beginners Page
CARRYING BEES TO CELLAR.
A question that causes the aver­

age beginner some study generally 
is “ the best way to carry bees into 
the cellar when putting them away 
for winter.” It is important to get 
them in as quickly, quietly, and 
with as little disturbance as possi­
ble, and many are the ways ad­
vocated by different people for the 
accomplishment of this work. Hive 
carriers of various designs are being 
constantly brought before the read­
ers of the bee journals, and each 
has something in its favor ; but the 
writer, after trying various ways, 
several years ago adopted the hand- 
barrow with four legs about twelve 
inches long, two handles at each 
end and two men to carry it. Two 
or three hives can be placed on one 
of these barrows, and where there 
is any kind of a long distance to 
carry them from the apiary to the 
cellar, the barrow is, perhaps, the 
easiest. But the day or the night 
will come when the bee-keeper 
wants his bees put away in a hurry 
and no help is at hand, and then he 
will come back, perforce, to nature’s 
carriers—his two hands—and hav­
ing once acquired the trick of using 
them to best advantage at this 
work, his barrow will go on a long 
holiday.

With hand carrying, the hive is 
only handled once, there is no 
bumping or jarring, and the bees 
are in the cellar and their hive 
blocked up from the bottom board 
before they know they have been 
touched; whereas, when using a 
carrier of any kind, hives must be 
handled twice, and are frequently 
bumped more or less when being

placed on or takt n from the carrier, 
so that the bees are aroused and 
run out and make trouble when the 
hive is raised from the bottom board 
in the cellar. To carry a hive by 
hand, approach it from behind, lift 
it from the stand, back end first, 
and slip the fingers under the 
bottom board, at the sides, near 
the middle of the hive ; press the 
back end of the cover against your 
breast and stand up straight, there­
by raising ihe front of the hive at 
an angle of some forty-five degrees, 
so that half the weight comes on 
your breast and half on your hands. 
When the cellar is reached, set the 
hive down carefully, pry it quietly 
loose from the bottom board, raise 
the back by the handhole, slip the 
blocks in between hive and bottom 
at the corners, and there you are. 
If done quickly and quietly, seldom 
a bee will be seen.

For outdoor wintered bees, a 
board should be leaned against the 
front of the winter case in such a 
manner as to shade the entrance 
from the rays of the sun, and to 
prevent cold winds and snow blow­
ing into the entrance. These boards 
should be left in this position 
through the winter and early spring, 
as the Maich sun shining directly 
on an entrance will tempt the bees 
to fly when the air is altogether 
too cold for them.—E. G. Hand, 
Fenelon Falls.

Gotham Honby Gingkr-Cakk.—Rub 
)£ of a pound of butter into a pound of | 
sifted flour ; add a teacuplul of brown 
sugar; 2 tablespoonsful each of gr< und 
ginger and caraway seed. Beat 5 eggs, 
and stir in the mixture, alternately, -vith 
a pint of extracted honey. Beat all | 
together until very light. Turn into » ! 
shallow square pan, and set in a moil rate 
oven to bake for one hour. When < one, | 
let cool and cut into squares.

E. W.
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E. W. ALEXANDER’S PAPER.

To my brother bee-keepers of 
the Ontario Bee-Keepers’Associa- 
tion :

Please accept my thanks for 
the respect you have shown me 
in requesting me to address you 
on this important occasion. It 
certainly would afford me plea­
sure to meet you all personally, 
and thereby become better ac­
quainted, but my health is such 
that it wholly prevents me from 
leaving home.

To me it is a pleasing thought 
that there is no ocean wide 
enough, or boundary line high 
enough to prevent us as honey 
producers from meeting on a com­
mon level. May our success be 
your success, and your interest 
our interest—not only for the pre­
sent, but during the lives of our 
children’s children.

Taking it for granted that your 
methods for securing a surplus of 
honey from your bees are similar 
to ours, I therefore wish to call 
your attention to the importance 
of a moderate use of the extractor 
in late spring and early summer, 
in order to prepare the hive for a 

l large well filled brood nest. After 
our bees commence to gather nec­
tar in the spring, then old capped 
honey in the hive is a serious 
prevention in allowing the queen 
to spread her brood to the full 
capacity of the hive. We find it 
much to our advantage to feed a 
little warm, thin honey, or sugar 
syrup, daily, at this season and 
extract nearly all the caped honey 
from the hive during the month 
of May. This gives the queen a 
chance to fill it with brood, and 
as a result of this extracting we

have strong full colonies, ready 
for the first of the clover harvest. 
This is especially important in 
producing comb honey. We all 
know that if bees have two or 
three inches of caped honey be­
tween their brood and supers they 
are rather slow in filling them, 
whereas, if the combs are full of 
brood, from top to bottom, and 
end to end, our chances are much 
better in securing a fine surplus. 
The neglect of using the extractor 
as I here suggest, has cost many 
honey producers one half of their 
expected surplus. This is a bad 
loss through neglect, but it don’t 
stop here; as the season advances 
the brood nest continues to grow 
still smaller, consequently the 
working force is reduced in size, 
and they go into winter quarters 
with mostly old bees, and then 
spring dwindling, and a general 
disappointment is the final result 
of allowing a cramped brood nest 
the previous summer. Invariably 
the colonies that give us our large 
surplus are those that have a 
large well filled brood nest dur­
ing the entire sesson. Granting 
this to be a fact, it certainly will 
pay us well to see that the queen 
of the colony is not restricted for 
room in any way previous to our 
surplus harvest.

Then another thing of especial 
importance, is to produce good 
honey of fine appearance, that 
will always sell readily at a fair 
price, and your customers will be 
anxious to engage your surplus 
long before it is ready formarket. 
This matter of quality and ap­
pearance is of far more import­
ance than many realize. We have 
always taken special pains to 
look after this part of our business
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and as a result we are now re­
ceiving orders for honey from 
nearly one half the States in the 
Union, and we frequently have 
more orders than we can fill.

From what I have seen of the 
agricultural products of our 
cdusins across the border, I am 
led to believe you have one of the 
finest fertile sections of the world. 
Your stock, hay, butter, cheese, 
honey, oats and wheat t're second 
to none, and may your honey ever 
be a twin sister to the best we in 
the States can produce.

I hope you are taking the best 
bee literature that is published 
both in Canada and the States. 
This is one thing you cannot 
afford to be deprived of. It is 
through those valuable journals 
that we acquire a knowledge of 
the latest improved methods that 
enable us to produce many times 
as much honey as formerly and 
receive a much better price. They 
are the fountain head from which 
emanate a thousand streams of 
useful knowledge. It was with 
pleasure that I read in one of our 
agricultural papers a short time 
ago, of your crop of over 100,000- 
000 bushels of wheat and some 
200,000,000 bushels of other grain. 
Such results show perseverance, 
and industry, to an extent that 
you become an honor to America. 
When you have large mining 
and manufacturing towns spring 
up in your rural districts, giving 
employment to thousands of your 
sons and daughters, as you some 
day will have ; also making a 
fine home market for your pro­
duce, then with longing, wistful 
eyes, the sons of Europe, will 
watch your comforts and pro­
gress. To those who have taken

up bee-keeping and the produc­
tion of honey as a business, I 
extend my best wishes. I am 
well aware that you, in common 
with us, have many discouraging 
obstacles to overcome, but all 
lines of business have these, and 
ours are no exception. At such 
times we must put our shoulders 
to the load a little harder, econo­
mize a little more, and success 
will crown us in the end.

It is usually a good plan to watch 
the methods of the successful bee­
keeper, then incorporate his ideas 
with your experience, and the 
result will frequently be all that 
can be desired. I think that many 
honey producers make a big mis­
take in giving their colonies too 
much super room at one time, 
their bees are never c rowded as 
they should be, in o. o secure 
the best results, and instead of 
having a large number of well 
filled sections in the fall, and a 
small number of those partly 
filled, they frequently have a large 
number that are unsaleable at the 
end of the season, and compar­
atively a small number that are 
nicely filled for market; these 
results show at once that there is I 
something wrong in the method 
that is practiced. I think it will 
pay us all well to look close to 
this part of our business and 
strive to make the most we can 
from every colony, whether we 
have few or many. It would be 
better for many of us if we cared 
less for the number of colonies 
we have and more to the net 
profit of each. It requires cap- j 
ital, experience, and considerable 
labor, to successfully care for 
several hundred colonies so that| 
each will give us a nice surplus,
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and without a certain amount of 
surplus there is but little induce­
ment to follow the business But 
we are fast overcoming the many 
difficulties of the past, every 
season brings forward improved 
methods, so we can reasonably 
expect better results in the future 
than we have had in the past. 
In bringing these unconnected 
remarks to a close, I wish to thank 
each, one and all, for the kind­
ness that has ever prevailed 
among us as honey producers, in 
freely giving to others the re­
sults of our experience, thereby 
xtending a helping hand to our 

less fortunate brothers. May this 
noble principle be a leading part 
nf our business, is the sincere 
hope of your friend,

E. W. Alexander. 
Delanson, N.Y.

NORFOLK BEE-KEEPERS
The meeting of the Norfolk Bee-Keep 

irs’ Association, held at Simcoe on 
Thursday, 31st Oct , was not as well at­
tended as desired, but w?s a good meet­
ing to attend never the less The 
neeting was opened by the Vice Presi- 
lent, Mr. Edwin Trinder.
The following officers were elected 
r the ensuing year : 

dr. Edwin Trinder, President, Simcoe. 
Ur. John Murphy, Vice President, Sil­

ver Hill
Ur bee Beaupre, Sec. Treas., Simcoe. 
Directors—Mr. W. H. Taylor, Witid- 

arn Centre ; Mr. David Procunicr, St- 
Wiliams ; Mr. Joseph Misner, Nixon.

1 Messrs. Edwin Trinder and John 
lurphy were .".^pointed delegates to 
he Ontario Association, held at Toronto 
n 13th, 14 I1 and 15th November.
An invitation is extended to all Bee- 

lepers wishing to become members, 
nd the small sum of $1 sent into the 
ecretary Treasurer will give them 
lembership in both the Norfolk and 
•ntario associations, also the Canadian 
[ee Journal and all reports from the

It was moved by Mr. John Murphy, 
seconded by Mr. W. Taylor, that the 
following resolution be adopted :

Whereas we, as members of the Bee- 
Keepers' Association, desire to express 
our gratitude by acknowledging the ex­
cellent quality and quantity of work 
accomplished in this county in the sup­
pression of foul brood. The inspector, 
Mr. James Armstrong, of Cheapside, 
who filled the appointment in our coun­
ty, proved himself a kind and courteous 
gentleman, faithful to his duty and 
worthy of the honor of the appointment. 
While there has been good work done 
and a large number of colonies examin­
ed and many treated, yet there is a 
large territory as yet untouched in 
which, no doubt, foul brood exists, we 
deem it advisable to re-appoint Mr. 
Armstrong as inspector for this district 
for the ensuing year, as he now has his 
work well laid out, knows of any unfin­
ished work,also where to take it up again 
next spring.

I am sending you the above re­
port of our meeting as it appeared 
in our local papers. I fear I am 
very late sending it in, but I have 
been so very busy making winter 
boxes for my bees that I have 
neglected everything else.

It is my intention to take up 
bee-keeping as a specialty, and so 
hope by next year at this time to 
have my farm sold, and thereby 
have my bees taken care of as 
they ought to be

Am making my boxes so as to 
hold four colonies—two facing 
opposite. Am also making them 
so as to take them down, by 
having hooks and eyes in each 
corner. I have a porch on my 
hives, the same as Mr. Holter- 
mann ; also a feeder in the front 
of most of them. By placing a 
small door in the fronts of my 
winter boxes, I expect to have 
a very handy rig for feeding 
when the time for feeding arrives, 
next spring. I can feed one hun-ntano Association.
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dred colonies in an hour, and 
perhaps less time. All 1 have to 
do is to pull out a little cork and 
pour the feed right in. I also 
have a small glass in the feeder, 
so as to see when it is full. By 
this feeder I can have my bees all 
packed snug and tight, yet I can 
feed without disturbing them but 
very little and not let even a cubic 
inch of warm air out of the hive 
—a very essential thing in the 
spring, to hold all the heat pos­
sible. With this feeder I can feed 
a colony of two or three frames 
as well as a full colony. The 
porch I shall fill with a cushion. 
If possible, I will attend the 
Brantford meeting in January 
and bring a complete hive such 
as I am putting up, just to see 
what others think of it.

If you have any suggestions 
concerning one taking up bee­
keeping as a business, I would 
very much like to see some such 
advice in your journal. The 
bee-keepers in this part seem to 
be dead, or else they think they 
know it all, for they will not turn 
out to our meetings. I have no 
doubt but what Norfolk County 
has two or three hundred what is 
called bee-keepers, and we ought 
to have a very large association, 
but at our last meeting it was 
only the faithful few who at­
tended. Nevertheless, the faithful 
few, with Mr. Holtermann’s assist­
ance, have at last realized quite a 
change in our county in regard 
to foul brood. We were literally 
rotten with it, but now a brighter 
day has dawned, thanks to Mr. 
Holtermann.—LEE BEAUPRE.

[We will be very glad to meet 
friend Beaupre in January, and

inspect his hive. He seems to be 
going into the bee business in 
earnest, and is adopting very 
scientific methods. Thoroughness 
and a determination to succeed 
are the chief requisites, and 
neither of these seem to be lack­
ing with Mr. Beaupre. His method 
of packing and feeding appears 
to us commendable. We would 
suggest, however, that in making 
his cases, he make them deep 
enough to take a super on top of 
the hive, under the cover of the 
packing case. This is a great ad­
vantage in the wet, cold weather 
of April and May, while at the 
same time, if the hive is a strong 
one, surplus honey from fruit 
bloom may be stored above, and 
not crowd the brood nest too) 
much. And further, if it is desired, 
he may give his queen the free ] 
dom of the super, when his bees 
will boom in a most astonishing 
manner. Just before the clovei 
flow, these supers may be used as 
increase ; or by putting the queei 
below, let the super be filled

Ire tier

i

the bees hatch out. In wintering 
out-doors one has the advantage] 
of giving the bees protection up] 
to the first of June. If this 
done, there will be no sprin 
dwindling.—ED.]

It is Econom v to Use Honey—I ml# 
in many cases it may be a matter of I 
economy to lessen the butter bill 
letting honey in part take its placed 
pound of honey will go about as faresl 
pound of butter; and if both articlesf 
of the best quality the honey will costtf 
less of the two, often a prime article of# 
tracted honey (equal to comb honey j 
every respect except appearance i an If 
obtained for about half the price of hull 
Butter is at its best only when “fri ' 
while honey, properly kept, remainsil 
definitely good—no need to hum it r 
of the way for fear it may become raw
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BEE INSPECTORS

Mr. Editor ;
Believing the appointment of 

apiary inspectors to be experi­
mental. a few of us who are not 
apiarists but rather farmers with a 
few colonies of bees, kept quite as 
much for the pollenization of our 
orchards as the honey we hope to 
obtain, desire, through the medium 
of The Journal, to tell the Bee­
keepers Association that we ap­
preciate their appointment, and 
believe that the work done this 
summer by our inspector (a Mr. 
Holmes, of Athens) is the begin­
ning of what will be rife with 
grand results.

The terrible fatalities among the 
bees during the last year and a 
half have been very discouraging, 
and nearly “ put most of us out of 
business.” Some-of us feared that 
[foul brood or some other plague or 

isease were destroying the bees, 
nd many thought seriously of 
iving up in despair. We knew 
hat we were not getting the re- 
ults that professionals got, and 
ever hoped to be able to manage 
he ‘‘cranky1’ little stingers like 
;he men we hear and read about. 
iVe seemed to have enthusiasm 
ithout knowledge.
The Inspector’s visit allayed our 

luspicions and did away with our 
ars. When we saw how easily he 
acked the frames on the outside 

If the hives, while they were 
vered with bees, in his search for 

igns of disease ; and made the bees 
.where he wanted them to go 
i do as he wanted them to do, 
concluded that a few visits like 

is first one would put us in a

position to make the time spent 
among our bees a source of not 
only recreation and pleasure, but 
also of interesting study and fat 
profits.

The writer once drove twelve 
miles to listen to a talk upon Bees 
and Bee Keeping by Mr. Fixter, 
late of the Ottawa Experimental 
Farm. Prof. Fixter proved him­
self to be a Past Master in the art, 
but could not give, in the time 
alloted him to speak, such an object 
lesson as if he had been among the 
buzzers, smoker in hand, doing 
practical work and giving reasons 
for every thing he did.

Now, we wish to ask the Associ­
ation to press upon the Depart­
ment of Agriculture the necessity 
of continuing the inspectorial work. 
There must be no turning back 
now that we have had a start. 
Let progress be our watchward 
until our banner fruit and dairy 
province becomes as noted for her 
honey as she is for her cheese.

Thanking you, Mr. Editor, fer 
your space, I am

Aktatb Progrediens.

ABSENCE OF HONEY ON HOTEL 
TABLES

Mr. Editor :—
Having made a special appeal to 

the friends of the Canadian Beb 
Journal at our recent Convention 
in the County of York County 
Chambers in Toronto, to help make 
the Canadian Bee Journal bet­
ter, by sending in contributions to 
the editor for publication, I don’t 
feel that I am capable of doing 
much along that line. However, 
you are the judge, and so I will 
flounder where ingels might fear 
to tread. In this little article I
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will take up a subject which I 
think should interest every honey 
producer in Ontario, that is the 
“Absence of Honey on the Hotel 
Tables.”

We all know that when we meet 
in convention in Toronto or else­
where, with very few exceptions, 
there is no honey on the tables. 
Why is it so ? Perhaps those good 
people think bee-keepers are sweet 
enough critters without giving 
them any honey to eat, or perhaps 
they never think of procuring that 
all important and most delicious 
sweet for their tables.

Now, sir, perhaps if we as honey 
producers would only stop and 
think a moment, we might find the 
fault is our own and not Mr. 
Bonnieface’s.

First. Do we push the sale of 
our honey towards the hotel keeper?

Second. Do we deal with him as 
we would with a local groceryman ?

Third. Do we insist on all 
hotel keepers to supply us with 
honey at our meals ?

My answer to all these questions 
is, No ! With regard to the first 
question, I would say, some of us 
at least, are too modest to go into an 
hotel for our meals when we can get 
it off a friend down town, and there­
fore don’t like to come in contact 
with hotel people ; and with regard 
to the second question, would say, 
why not sell to our hotel keepers 
at wholesale prices as we would to 
a small retail grocer, who very often 
prefer to have adulterated stuff in 
fancy glasses upon his shelves than 
the genuine honey produced by the 
honest bee-keeper.

Now, as to my third and last 
question, would say, every pro­
ducer of honey who has honey to 
sell, should never forget that he or

she is a bee-keeper, and always call 
for honey, even if they know they 
won’t get it, but by keeping ever 
lasting at it they will finally sue 
ceed in bringing about what we 
have preached all over our fair 
land, that honey should beonevery 
table. You know sir, that in unity 
there is strength, and so if we as 
bee-keepers would put our shoulder 
to the wheel and give every hotel 
keeper a good push to have honey 
on the table (not at the table) its 
value as a food would become bet­
ter known to all, and we could find 
a better market at our own doors 
than we ever dreamed of. Now, I 
think there must be something 
radically wrong along this line and 
whether the fault lies with the 
bee-keeper, or the hotel keeper, or 
a combination of both, deponent 
sayeth not. W. J. Brown
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— 1 cup !
% cup butter or drippings, 1 UWeipoo» 
boiled cider in a half a cup of hot water 
(or % cup of sour milk will do insteadi 
Warm these ingredients together, and 
then add 1 tablespoon ginger and I table 

•spoon soda sifted in with flour enough 10 
make a soft batter. Bake in a flat pan.

Wloney in 
Poultry

If you know how to get it 
out. We show the wav. 
On our regular staff are] 
the world's most famous 

poultry experts. Amongst 
them Prof. A. G. Gilliert 
Dominion Experimental 

Farm, Ottawa ; Prof. W. R Graham, OntaHoj 
Agricultural College, Guelph ; Rev. J. N. 
Williams, B.A., England ; H. S. Babcock, Provi­
dence, R. I. Dozens of other well kno«o 
poultry men and women write for us, telling of 
their experience. 48 to 72 pages monthly, fui 
of interesting and instructive reading matt" 
and high class engravings. All poultry— nothii 
but poultry. Mailed anywhere in Canada, 
full year lor 50c. or three years for $1.00. 
continuous year of publication. Address
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NEW BOOKS

We beg to announce the pub­
lication of a new and valuable 
work by M. J. Keane, M. D., M. B., 
(Tor.) C. M. (Trin)., entitled “A 
Study in Health Science.” 
This wille be found a very valu­
able contribution to the great 
subject of science of health. Much 
has been written on this subject 
by Mr. A. I. Root, of Medina, 
Ohio, and we are pleased to say 
that it is in very close accord with 
much written by Mr. Root. Price 
$1.25. Copies may be had from 
The Telephone Publishing Co., 
Brantford, Ont., or by addressing 
the office of the CANADIAN Bee 
Journal.

warn and Exchange Column
Advertisements for this colum will be received 

I at the rate of 35 cents for 25 words, each addi­
tional word one cent. Payments strictly in 
I advance, as the amounts are too small to permit 
I of book-keeping. Write copy of add on a sepa­
rate sheet from any other matter and on one 
Hide of the paper only. Say plainly how many 
lûmes ad. is to be inserted. M .tier must reach 
jus not later than the 13rd of each month

WANTED

FOB SALE

THE AMERICAN

Review,

Review el 
Reviews
suras Magazine

Canadian 
Bee Journal

ALL FOR

$3.00

MORE HONEY —I am wanting more No. 1 
Clover or Basswood Honey, Comb or Extracted. 
Of you have any, state quantity and price. Write 
bne anyway. I am doing my best to improve 
[he prices and increase the demand, and want 

our help. If no honey to spare, tell your 
lighbor, who may not see this ad. G. A. 
adman, Brussels Ont.

I FOR SALE— Fifty hives of Bees in light frame 
lives, in first class shape, new hives, will sell 
|he lot at *3.00 per hive. This ad will not be 
Repeated. Addre-s at once, David Logan, Wil- 
^onville, Ont.

I FOR SALE—Three acres of Fruit and Garden 
>ml; also 60 colonies of Carnio-Italian Bees and 
111 appliances. Good locality.
160 lbs of clover honey per colony taken off last 
Tason Oxford County. Address “Bees" care 

• Canadian Bee Journal, Brantford. Canada.

Poultry News
HELPS YOU MAKE MONEY

25 Cents Yearly 

Write for Sample

PAUL F. WILLIAMS
PUBLISHER

New Brunswick, New Jersey, U.S.A

60 YEARS' 
EXPERIENCE

Patents
TRADE MARKS

Designs 
Copyrights Ac.

Anyone sending a sketch and description may 
quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an 
invention is probably patentable. Communica­
tions strictly confidential. HANDBOOK on Patenta 
sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents.

Patents taken through Mutin A Co. receive 
spécial notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.
A handsomely Illustrated weekly, 
dilation of any scientific journal.

Largest clr- 
Terms, $3 a________ „ _____ i k_____________„_

year : four months, $L Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN&Co.36,Bro'd">' New York
Branch Office. 626 F St* Washington, D. C.
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DISTRIBUTION OF HONEY
^Continued from Page 140.) ,

distributed throughout the west yet 
unsold, and it was difficult to find 
any that had granulated. I tasted 
samples that I considered was not 
pure honey. Some labels were 
worded in a manner that would 
deceive the public.

The honey that had the names of 
“Manitoba Bee-keepers” on their 
labels was a credit to themselves 
and their province.

The Bee-keepers who have re­
tailed, or caused their honey to be 
retailed in an up-to-date and proper 
manner, have been a credit to the 
industry and have demonstrated to 
the world that our honey is unex­
celled

It is therefore our opportunity 
now to assume control of our pro­
duct that its reputation may stand 
unimpaired. That we further de­
velop that market. Increase our out­
put as we may, we can find a profit­
able market there, if we do it in a 
proper manner, reserving of course 
enough for home consumption.

An association or exchange form­
ed of bte-keepers and managed on 
lines similar to the fruit growers 
and other associations, that can 
place itself in a position to supply 
the trade in the north-west from 
the surplus that we have, is most 
desirable. We can thenjiave uni­
formity of packages and prices and 
better prices on the whole and in 
many instances a less price to the 
consumer, and at the same time 
keeping the reputation of our honey 
where it belongs, and that is at the 
top. For the home market I would 
recommend the bee keeper to keepl 
as far as possible his home market! 
supplied in retail packages, the] 
surplus to be handled by the associ-l 
ation. Any district having a short! 
age would always have a source of 
supply should there be one obtain! 
able. By our united efforts we majl 
form an association with very littM 
expense to ourselves that will welj 
repay us ; encourage bee-keeping i 
an industry, supply the needs 
our growing country, and increasj 
its wealth and prosperity.

QUEENS OF THE BOW PARK STRAIN OF ITALIA!*

lX

F. F. ADAMS, 
Apiarist 

Bow Far* 
Brantford, Can.

ARE bred to produce t. hardy race of 
bees that will withstand our cold 

northern winters and late, uncertain springs. 
They have stood the test. Their bees are 
quiet and easily handled, uniting readily. 
It is a pleasure to handle them. They are 
hustlers after honey. Why not place some 
in your yard this summer? Beekeepers who 
have tested a few of the Bow Park Queens 
in former years are now requeening their 
apiaiies from this strain. I have more than 
doubled my queen mating nuclei this season 
and am doing my best to get out orders 
promptly.

F. F. ADAMS, 
Apiarist 

Bow Far* 
Brantford. Cal

Untested, each $1.00 
Tested, each $1.50

Six, $5.00 
Six. $8.00

Twelve, $ 9.00 
Twelve, $15.00

ADAMS, “BOW PARK,” BRANTFORD, ONT/


