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Offi.<ie of the Anmxation AMoeiationy

Montréal, December 7, 1849.

—^ .. Tfaâ Montréal Aunexation Association désirons of ur^ng upoa the

peoplc of Canada the question of peaceable séparation from Oreat Britain

•nd of Annexaiiî>n tç the JJj|ite€^ ^t€is,^yjJi^tij|cted^ to forward to you

% eojfj of tho AddresB to the People of Canada already published, together

vith other documents sbçtifi^ A^i fi'^^R^j ^*^ Pf^^^ ^^" taken by the Abbo-

cUtîon in this City. They hare done this in the hope that you are farorable

^^jat| wjth ijh^x^ te^^^^ft?^ yfïeri. Té^kWi.mh^'^M done oy the organization of similar Associations for Counties, Townshipa

or Parishas throughout Canada, or py other means, which may suggest them-

elres to you as most suitablo for your own locality.

We are direct^d, sa thi^pn^|ii«i& to ^ufs^fiimprou any information

which you may*be'diBJ^OBed tb commuflicaté, and Irhic^ may be of adrantage

to the cause, and to state that this Association will be ,^^££7 tp furnishxou
wîth similar information calculated to promote our mutual object, as it is

emportant that regular communications should be kept up among the friends

of the cause throughout the country.

R. MACKAY, } a , .

A. A. DO.IIÔN,} ^«^*«^-



TO THE PEUPLE OF CANADA.

Tltt damber and magnitude of thp erUs that afllict our countrjr, and the anlvenàl'and
increasing dépression of its material interesU, call apon ail persons animated by a pincere
désire for iU welfare to conabine for the purposes of inquiry and préparation witti a view to

the adoption of such remédies as a mature and dispassionate investigation may suggest.
BefonginK to ail parties, origins and creeds, but yet agreed upon the advantage of

eo-Dperation for the performance of a common duty to ourselves and our countrj, growing
bat of a common necessity, we hâve consented, in view of a brighter and happier future,

to merge in oblirion ail past différences of whatever character, or attributable to wbateter
source. In à|>pealing to our Fellow-Colonlsts to unité with us in this our most needful
duty, we solemnlj conjure them, as thejr désire a successfui issue and the welfare of their

c<yantrr, to enter upon the task at this momentous vrisis in the same fratemal spirjt.

The reversai of the ancieht policy of Gredt Srltain, wherebr she «ithdrew firotn ttie

Colbiiiéa théir wbntéd protection in faër maricets has produced the most diiti^oua effaets

npon Canada. In surreyine the actual condition of the countrjr, wbat but ruiil or liî^id
' Id6«àt;îaieéts thé eye 7 Ofûr TVo'fIncial Government and Ciric Corporations emb*h«*M4 ;

èùr tiUiÀirs àUd other' sécurité 'gftàtlT dfor^àied; our méniantile aiTd âf^rtefùl^Q/fal

''itftei>«iM'Uiketii^plrosti<u^ùs;^r^^^ JNiarcëljr liâlëàble uf>6tt àhj terms ; oor unrivttîËed
' •iHétiÉ, itîibi' iiiâ ciLÙiit fdnioftt 'ùiiutéd ; Whilst céniMetèe Abandons our shdfes, tl^e clivu-

'fiittnftài^^AMàÉàlàiÛisd uridèr'à lÉbrri Jri*obi%bI« ltjr<rteni i> dtâéilMted, with none firom àhj
'àtiihèrto r<pla«e1t. TUtés, -«<r!th6ùt àtttlliabltf cantal, uiiabletd eflbct a loan with Ptitf&a
States, or with the Mother Countrr, althongh çffering security greailj ihp«t)<>r to tnat
%mtttéimi ohMaa monéy bolb from tbé tfnHad Stkfe« abd GHat ÉHiàiA' when otl^er

than.CoIoD^ts are the Auphcants;^-crippled, therefore, fnd etiïbbéd la thé'nÙl bitrber'of

''taMrîltiéind.j&ùblic éAtefpHtMi, ihi« bbMes^ioni bf t!h^ Brtti<h CroVit—oor c0<iti»jr-l«taQds

viiUit'iii^->iifmàia UuiiillÛtiâg'^dtiti^t Mth ita iMiaiedlÀte iaeiMiboun, éiâi(bitU«r Mn
':^bWttWàbktïÀiifâ4tiaiW^ ui

^IfHb iiiij^î^nJMnt #titër ppWer and iuhéap làljdur, ifipetMRV in Lower C«lM<»i Ve
'fiirré/']r6tn»w>iiibbtl6iiikAafiii&t(irâs; tior'ài.n tiiè nrof.t nbittâlbe, ùnfess undet' alMréd c)r-

cumatiacces, anticipate the home growth, or adrent Mnl lo^^n ^àirts, bt ^ithi6i[ c^biUl or
' elilérariÉ^'td'^faibiù'k^il tiiisi n-éat sourée of natiotlal'i^eàlliii. Qur iiistitutionis, unhapnUr,
<mV(ilBif>t fliat iriiipA-éiÀ of péi&anenoo vvhich càn al«ne im^tut âebtirity bnd ihïptre oàM-
^ââiib^ii^4'J^e C^'nadian ciarkQt is toO limited to' témpt the fi^reign capltiiUst.

\, WbiUiihe ^bii^lûg 9tUki ate cove'^d with à Uet-w&rk of tftrivuig r iflways, OUiaida
''IpiaâeMèé but thrbe Eues; Vtr)t|cb, toge(h«r, acarc<^Iy exce«d ÀO mites in lengi.t, and tl)'' ^t(n:k

'm'tW(('of^Which îs held'at'A dbpreolatidff of fi^m 50 to 80 per cent a fatal symptom of
the tprpor oferspreading the Idpd-

1^ '(^if ^résient form of IVovïndiàl Government i» ctimbrous and so expensive, as io bç ill

' mdtéd'tothe circumstancës of thedoiintry; and 'tli3 nécéssàry référence it demands tb a
-* distant Government, impéifectiy aôqUaîpted wltb' Çtiitadian aifuirs, and sbmewhat indtf-

ffereut^o eut' interests, is à^i&mafbUd àud irksohie. Yèt, in the event of à ruptlre between
iwo pf t^e riiQst t)0<^erful| natidna of the \Vorld, Canada «vniu^d become the battle-ileld abd

' ifie sti#érer, hdw^Ver littlé her intefésts might bé frivolved in the catfae of quarrel or the
msue^pf thé çontest.

The bit'ter aulmositiës pf poliilôal p&rties and fàcitons in Canada, ôften leadfh^ to
. Yiplëi)ce, and, upon bheoè6Hâipn,to civil war,B6em riot to hâve ubatcd with timci noris
iHëre, at the presebt mbnïûut^any brP'spectof diminution or accommodatiPn. The id^péct

oftoarties tleeomes dàiilj more thre.atening tbw'ards each bther, and undèr pur exUtiiig
itfsntittiolns ànd'réiiitions, lictle hopéis diàc^rnlblë of a peacôful and prospérons adtutnU-
trhtion of oui' affàirs, but dlfficiiltled WUl, tû ail appebratice, ivcâilmultitë ùfitil goverbtiient
becomes impracticable. In this view of our position, any course tliat utay propose to endco

',' eliitinsf party distinctions and place entirely nëw issues before the people, musl be frau^^ht

WM'Vtndeniable advantages.
4.nlpng tliè statfismen of the Mother Cpuntry—among the sagacious obseryers of the

', néighbouring HepubliC--!n Canada—a)id in ail Ëritish Nbrth America—amongst ail olae^es
' ^é^ id a stronj^ pervadfng convictiuri that a p(^litical revPlution in this country is at hai^d.
", igucl\ forfebodiiigs canu'ot rèadily be' dispélled, ^nd tliey hâve, moreover, a te'ndeocy to
' ré^^iîï.e the evehts to which tb^y point. In the qiéa^tîme, serioùà iiyury resui^s to» C4uàda
' itoxA thé eflFebt of this anticipation ùpon tbe more désirable claas of settlers, wbo natuirally

prefer a country utidcr fixëd àtid pet-tnanënt forms' of^vemmeut to one in a stàté o'C

transition.



UaTin<T tliu» adverted ti) lome of the cauge§ of our prcHent evils, we would consider
how far the remédies ordiniirilv proposed posse^s sound and ratiunal inducements to justify

their adoption :

1.—"The revival of protection in the market» of the United Kingdoni."
This, if attaiimtile in n sutticicnt dej^ee, and puarnnteed for a hmjj period of yeara,

would anieliorate tiie condition of niany of our chief interests, but the policy of tiie empire
furbida the anticipation. liesideB, it would be but a partial rcmedy. The millions of the
Mother Countr- deinand clicap food ; and a second change from protection to free trt 'a

would complète that ruin which the tirst has doue much to achieve.
2.—" The |)rotection of home manufactures."
Although tliia might encourage the growth of a manufacturing interest in Canada, yet,

without vccegs to the llnited States market, tliere would not be u suflicicnt e.xpansion of
that interest, froni the want of consumerH, to work an^ resuit that could be adiuitted as a
"remedy" for the numerous evils of which we complain.

, ^ ..
.r>

.3.
—" A fédéral union of the British American Provinces."

The advantages claimed for that arrangement are free trade beiween the différent

Provinces, and a diminished governmental expenditure. The attainment of the latter

object would be problematical, and the benefita anticipated from the former might be
secured hj législation under our existing System. The markets of the Sister Provinces
would not benefit our trade in timber, for they hâve a surplus of that article in their own
forests ; and their demand for agricultural products would be toc limited to absorb our
means of supply. Nor could Canada expect any encouragement to her manufacturing
industry from tnoso quarters. A fédéral union, therefore, would be no remeidy.

4.—"The Indépendance of the British North American Colonies as a Fédéral
Bepublic.'^

The consolidation of its new institutions from éléments hitherto so discordant—-Uie
formation àt treaties with foreign powers—the acquirement of a name ar.d character
amonff the nations—would, we tear, prore an over-match for the strength vf tbe new
Republic. And,, having regard to the powerful confederacy of States oontenaînous with
itself, the needful military defences would be toc costly to render indepeodence a boon,
whilst it would not, any more tlian a fédéral 'inion, remove those obstacles which retard
our material proiperity.

6.—" Reciprocal tree trade with the United States, as respecta the products of the
fann, the forest, and the mine."

If obtained, this would yield but an instalmentof the many advaiitaffes which mi{$ht be
otherwise secured. The free interchange of such products would not Tntroduce manufsc-
tures to our country. It would not give us the North American Continent for our market.
It would neither so amend our institutions as to confer stability ncr ensure confidence in
their permanence, nor would it allay the riolenoe of parties, or, in the slightest degr«e>
remedy many of our prominent evUs.

6.—Of ail the remédies that hâve been suggested for the acknowledged and insuiFerahl»

ills with which our country is afflicted, there remains but one to be considered. It propoonds
a sweeping and important change in our pclitical and social condition involvinv considéra-

tions which demand our most serions examination. THIS REMEDT CON8I8TS IN A
FRIENDLY AND PEACEFUL SEPARATION FROM BRITISH CONNECTION
AND A UNION UPON EQUITABLE TERMS WITH THE GREAT NORTH
AMERICAN CONFEDERACY OF SOVEREIGN STATES.

We V. ould promise that towards Great Britain we entertain none other than sentiments

of kindness aiid respect. Without her consent we consider séparation as neither practioable

nor désirable. But the Colonial policy of the Parent State, the avowals of her leading
statesmen, the public sentiments of the Empire, présent unmistakeable and siuiificant

indications of the appréciation of Colonial connection. That it is the résolve of Ënj^land
to invest us with the attributes and compel us to assume the burdens of indépendance is no
longer problematical. The threatened withdrawal of her troops from other colonies—the
continuance of her military protection to uurselves only on the condition that we shall deftay

the attendant expenditiue, betoken intentions towards our conntry, ag^nst which it u
weakness in us not to provide. An overruling conviction, then, of its necessity, and a high
sensé of the duty we owe to our country, a duty we can neither disregard nor postpone>
impel us to entertain the idea of séparation; and whatever négociations n>ay eventuate
with Great Britain, a grateful liberality on the part of Canada should mark erery pro>
ceeding.

The proposed unirn would render Canada a field for American capital into which. it

would enter as freely for the prosecution of public works and private enterprise as intô any
of the présent States. It would equalise the value of real estate upon both sides of the
boundnry, thereby probably doubling at once the entire présent value of proporty in Canada,
whilst, by giving stability to our institutions, and introducing prosperity, it would raise our
public, corporate, and private crédit. It would increase our commerce, both with the
United States and foreign countries, 4nd would not necessarily dîminish, to any great extent,

our intercourse with Great Britain, into whicii our products woidd, for the most part, enter

on the same terms as at présent. It would r«nder our rivers and canals the bfghway fo



the immigration to, and exporta fruin, the West, to the inoalculuble benefit of our countrj.

It wouUl uIho introdiice manufacture!) into Canada im rp.pidlv as they liave been introduced

into the Northern States ; and to Lower Canada espoiùally, where water privileiçes and
labour are abundant and cheap, it would attract manufacturing capital, «nhanciug the

value of propertj and ajjricultural produce, and f^iving rumunerative l'inulojinent to what
is at présent a coniparatively non-producing population. Nor would the United States

merely furnish the capital for our manufactures. They would also supply for them the

niost estensive marltet in the world, without the intervention of a Ciistom ITouse Officer.

Uailways would forthwith be construuted by American capital as fceders for the great lines

now approaching our frontiers ; and railway enterprise m gênerai would doubtless be as

as active and prosperous among us as amonc our neighbours. The value of our agricultural

produce would be raised at once to a {lar witti that of the United States, whilst agricultural

implements and many of the necessaries of life, such as tea, coiFee and sugar, would be

greatly reduced in priée.

llie value of our timber would also be greatly enhanced bj free access to the American
market, where it bears a hi|;h priée, but ir subject to an onerous duty. At the same time,

there is every reason to believe that our shipbuilders, as well at Québec as on the Great

LakM, would find an unlimited market in ail the ports of the American continent. Itcan-

not be doubted that the sliipping trade of the United States must greatly increase. It is

equally manifeat that, with them, the principal mateiial in the construction of ships is

rapidly diroinisbing, while we possess vast territories, covered with timber of excellent

quajity, which would be eqnally available as it is now, since under the free tnde System our
Tessels would sell as well in England after annexation as before.

The simple and economical State Government, in which direct responsibilitj to th«

people is a dutinguishing featu-e, would be substituted for a System at once cumbroos and
expennve.

In pteoe of war and the alarms of war with a neighboor, there woald be peace and
amnity between this country and the United States. Disafreements between tne United

States and her chief, if not only rival among nations, would not make the soil of Canada
tke sangninarj arena for their dispotes, as, under oor existing relations, must necessarilybe

the osse. That such is the unenviable condition of our stato of dépendance upon Oreat
Britain is known to the whole world, and how far it maj conduce to keep prudent oapi-

talists firom making investments in the country, or wealthv settlers from sue«ting a fore-

doomed batUe-field /or the home of themselves and their cnildren, it needs no reasoning on
onr part to elncidate.

But other advantages than those having a bearing on cor material interests may b«
foretold. It would chan^ the ground of political contest between races and parties,

allay and oblitérât* those irritations and oonfliets o* raneour and récrimination whicti hare
hïtlierto disfigured our social fabrio. Already in anticipation has its liarmonious influence

been ffelt—the harbinger, may it be hoped, of a lasting oUivion of dissensions among ail

classes, oreeds and Mrties in the country. Changing a subordinate for an independent
condition, we would take our station among the nations of tke earth. We havo, now, no
Toioe in the affiMrs of the Fimpire, nor do we share in its honors or émoluments. Engknd
is our Parent State, with whom we hare no equality, but towards whom we stand in the
simple relation of obédience. Bot as citizens of the United States the public service of the
nation would be open to us—a field for Mgh and honorable distinction on which we and
our posterity might enter on terme of perfect eqoality.

Nor would the amicable séparation of Canada from Great Britain be fraught with
•dvantages to us alone. The relief to the Parent State from the large expenditure now
incurredin the military occupation of the country—the removal of the many causes of
collision with the United States, wh-ch resuit from the contiguity of mutual territories so
extensive—the benefit of the larger market which the increasing prosperity of Canada
would create, are considérations which, in the minds of many of her ablest statesmen,
render our incorporation with the United States a désirable consummation.

To the United States, also, the annexation of Canada présents many important induce-
ments. The withdrawal from their borders of so powerful a nation, by whom in time of

war the immense and growing commerce of the îakes would bu jeopardized—the ability

to dispense with the costly but ineffectuai revenue establishment over a frontier of many
hundred miles—the large accession to their income from our Customs—the norestricted
use of the St. Lawrence, the nature' .ighway from the Western States to the océan, are
objecte for the attainmiQOt of irhiçb Mie most substantial équivalents would undoubtedly be
conceded. ' .11
FïLLOW-CotONISTS,

We hâve tlius laid before you our views and convictions on a momentous question—

>

involvin^ a change, which, though contemplated by many of as with varied feelings and
émotion», we ail believe to be inévitable ;^one which it is our duty to provide for, and
lawfully to promote. j.

We address vou without préjudice or partiality—in the spirit of sincerity and truth—
in the interest solely of our common country—and our single aim is its safety and welfitre.



If in jour judgment nnd reaRon our object and aïm be at this time deemed laudable and
right, we afiïc an oblivion of past diuiiongioiiii; and fruin ail, without dintinctioD of origini

party, or creed, tliat earnent and cordial co-operatiun in such lawful, prudent, and judicTout

ineans ai may best conduct us to our common destiny.

John Torraiice, Jacob DoVVin, M P P, J Redpith, John Molson, David Torrance»

William Worlimnn, D L Mocpherson, 'l'hemaa B Andorson, L il I.'olton, J G
Mackenzie, P H Knowiton, M L C.Miuup Odell, Robert Mackny, Benjamin ijoimes,

David Kiniioar, John Rose, John (ilasa, Charles Bockus, Benjamin BrewsttT, Joba>
.

Osteil, R Corse, Jason C Plerue, Joseph Kiiapp, William Murray, Edward Way» L

John Frothingham, Sabrcvois DeBIcury, Stanley Bugg, Mez Bry.ion, Âllan McDonell^

H BuKseau, W D Lindsay, Norton B Coiae, Henry Chapinon, William Muir, Charles -

Phillips, John Monk, William Molson, Louis Boyer, Jean Bruneau, Wm Gemmill,
;

D Lorn Macdougall, Edward Maitland. Benjamin Hort, John Tully, John Bell, Geo
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ANNEXAÏION MEETING.

PuasuANT to Réquisition, a mooUn.!; of tho «ignora of tho Addross to tho

Poople of Canada, in favour of a poaceablo séparation from Groat Britain,

5nd of Annoxatiou to tho United Statos, waa hold in tho Tempérance Hall,

St. Maurice Street, on Thursday last, the 8i^h instant, at twolvo o'clock noon,

for the purpoae of forraing an Association for promoting that object.

Benjamin Hakt, Esq., proposed tiiat John Redpath, Ëaq., do take the chair,

which waa carried by acclamation.

Mr. Redpath, accordingly assumed the chair,' and Meaara. Glas» and J.

B. E. DoRiojr were appointed Secretariea.

Mr. Redpath then rose and aaid that the lueetiog had been called for the purpo3«
of foruûng an Association, composed of the persons who had siened the AdareM ta
the people of Canada, which haa lately baen publLubed, and of allwho were farorable
to the séparation of thii country from Oreat Britain and its Annexation to the United
States. He would read the Réquisition oalling the Meeting, wUch fully deolared the
objeot of the Meeting. [The gentleman hère read the Réquisition.] The gentlemen
who would bring forwara the several Resolutions which it was intended to submit to
the Mseting, woidd, he had no doubt, convince them of the proprietY and necessity of
forming an Association for the purpose of carrying out the object of the Addre8s,and
he woiud not therefore take np the time of tlie meeting longer than a few moments,
as he had a rery few remarks to make. The Parliament of Great Britain had thought
fit to change the commercial policy of the empire from a^Protectire to a Free Trade
System. This change of System had been ruinons to this couAtry. We had no right,

howerer, to question the propriety of tho change ii it waa mode for the purpose of
promoting the prosperity of Énçhtnd. If the uew System was adopted fOr tne purpose
of giring cheap bread to her thirty millions of people, erep although it should prore
injurions te the million and a half of people in this co«ntry, we had no right to ques.
tion the propriety of the change. They thought it wCuld prove advantageous to the
empire, and the Ènglish statesmen bad a right to adopt it. We could not expect now
that they would over return to the poUcy which they had abandçned, and the people
oould not ask them to return—it would be too selfish of thenf to ask the people
of England to return lo a System which they thoàght injuriouu to them, even if it

would benefit this ccuntry. But although they did not question the wisdom of th»
Impérial Parliament, they could not shut their eyes to thu fact that its change of
policy had brought this country to ruin. They saw their agriculturists obiiged to sell

their g^ain at a ruinons price. They saw their airtizans obliged to leave the citr in

conséquence of the want of employment. Real pimperty had become a drag. Their
Bank and Railroad stock had become depreciated moro fhan one half of its ralue.

Under ^hese circumstances, it became them to consider whether it was not their duty
to take measures to remedy those evils and to avert the calamities impending over the

Country—to prevent it from being utterly ruined. Most of them had already pro-
posed as the only effectuai remedy, séparation from Great Britain and annexation to

the United States.—(Loud cheers.) If this was a> mère theoretical remedy, there

might bave been some misgivings as to tho resuit of jthe measure, but there was noth..

ing theoretical about it—they had only an imaginarj^ line dividing them from another
country in which the people were prospérons. If they looked acrosa that line they
saw the agrioulturists getting 20 per cent more foi/their produce than the farmers on
this side of it got. They âaw property one half^ore valuable than hère. They saw
mechanios getting higher wagea and plenty of emidoyment, and they saw the people
peaceful, and happy, and contented witb their {foremment, which they no!, only

though >\ good but the best government ou the face of the earth. Every day they

.t"'"'
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back again. Soino persons had lately endcavoured by figures to convince them that

they werc in a bettcr state than they were ; but those facts staring them in the face

would carry far more conviction than ail the figures that could be shown.—(Cheers.)

In the Address they had issucd, they stated the principles upon which it was intended

the Association should act. And he hoped that nothing would ever be donc but by
the peaceful doctrines it contained, for lie could nevcr be a party to any other than

peaceful measures. The address had generally been rcccived with favour, exccpt by
a few interested inen who were afraid of losing their places and salaries^ and every

day the people were becoming more favourable to it. They had seen what a change
had taken place in the opinion of the countrysinceit hadbeonpromulgated.— (Cheers.)

They had seen the change which had taken place in the opinion of the League since

then.—(Loud cheers.} The League would no*, llsten to the doctrine at its iirst meeting,

but now a gréai; many of its members had begun to believe in it, and the members of

the League areigoing exactly to the same place with them only they are goine in a
round about «r&y, while they are going straight forward to it.—(Lond cheers.) He
found the principal opponentâ to measiire were those who were interested in keeping cp
the présent form of government, who were afraid of the loss of their oflfîces. There were
aiso some, bat very ferv-, persons opposed to the meastn-e fk-om a principal of loyalty, and
frcsiattaehment to the mother oountry, but he thought they would soonbeoomeftitosa^
ble to the change. The présent Government could never effectually resist the progress
of annexation, unless they could place the people of Canada in as favorable t^ position

as those <)f the United States. The Annexationists only desired to obtain ibelr enà'by
peaceable means, and their only hope of gainîn^ it, was by making known to tlie'eoiûl-

try the true state ofthe case, and by convincing it ofthe merits ofthe measure which tliey

proposed) and he hoped that théy would persévère in their endeavorâ tû obtàln iFby
those tneans, for then thry would be certain of ultimate success. Thev, hadiiothlng
to gain by adopting acy other means, Their opponénts wcttild be glad if they yfét^
to résort to violent measures, because thev thought they would then be able'tô crush
them ; but he hopéd nothing but pèaceablé aiid ^iendly means wolild ever be assetited

to. They must then, by ail means, èonfine themselvés to càlm ànd temperate argU"
ménts ana représentations, and leavë déclamation and violence to their ç<nn6nénta.r—

Cheers. One of the advi^ntages of this association would be that it wonld brfng
neW meosureâ before the couâti'y, without référence to party politics. It wil'' haVe"
nothing to do with keeping ohe party in„or keeping anothër party out, and it wôi^d
soon convince people :>î the impolicy of supborting either of the two parties intt>'

which thé country was divided. The association wonld also tend to remove the dië-
'

sentions now existing, which occurred between one portion of the communily and tfae'

,

other. They wôuld bave notbing tô do with the past. They had only àne ôbjedt in
viëw, and that they would adhère to—to carry out the undertakipg which they had •

begun, which the^ consideféd would prcve advantageous to the country, the prosftèrity
of which was their soîë object. [The CHairi^wi sat down amidstl^u^'And prol^nged ^
cheering.l ' '

'
. ::

.-j

HiTOH Tatlor, Esq., moved, and it waa

—

••\\in\ >ii.r i.j ;csii.'!i"! •.n- h\u^^!} voti* Ut\i

Resolved, 1.—" That it is expédient, under the evils that afflict our country, aaà,,,
the dépression of its material int«rest8^ that ail, animated bv a désire for its welfaro, '

should asHOciate with the view to the attainment of a remedy ; and we do, thereforey,
form ourselves into an association for that pnrpose, and, to promote the social amelip<-
ration of Canada, we adopt the sentiments of the Addret» to the PtQpU of Canada^
published in the journals of the city in October last." ,„. , „, ,,,,.,. ,,,;; ,,, .. .,,.,„,,.„,j,(,.,

Jacob DeWiTT, Esq., M.P.P., seconded the resolution, and saîd— '!

Mr. Chairman and Gemtlemkn,—In rising to second the resolution in yourhand»
I beg leave to say a few words. When wc look around us, we seo ©ur couirtry '

aftiicted with many evils. I feel that we are called on to come forward and propose' '

some remedy for our suifering country, Although I can expect to aid her onfy a '

feather's weight, yet, sir, I do not feel at liberty to withhold that feather's weight;
'

"We find the industrious classes leaving the land. I believe there is not a parish in '

Lower Canada that bas not lesta portion of its inhabitants. The people are fart'
leaving the country, because r.\ey can cet no reward for their labour. For instanoe^
look at the price of peaa in f;an,H;a and the United States. Wblle they ^ell for Sto. tO
28. 6d. in Canada the price •» ?s 9d. to 08. in ihe United States : and ali other proi
saw people leaving thi» to go to that couatry j but they nerer s«w any of thcnt ooodDg
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ce is much higher in the United States than in Canada. \Ve eannot induce our
^Idren to settle and cultivatc the land in Canada, bccausc the produce will hardly

the labour of cuîtivation—tlie land, in many c^sps, placiiig the proprietors of th»
in a worse position than the hired laborer. In faet, the labourer without land in

United States can earn more wagos than many proprietors in Canada can obtaia
the produce of their labour on their own farms : consequently, the land in Canada

lof Uttle value, and this is one cause why property in Canada will not command more
lan one half the money that similar property will sell for in the United States. I

link we should adopt some means to keep our mechanics and farmers in our country—

<

|t them fill up the présent parishes and townships— let them extend the scttlement,

id not leave the country a désert. I would appeal to you, why is it that so many oi

^e (vealthy, moral, and industrious people who emigrate from the Britisb Islcs, corne

New York, and settle in the United States, and many of them, after passing

irough Canada, proceed to the Western States, thus enrichlng that country
their fortunes, tneir expérience, their skill, their labour, and their example.

—

Canada formed two independent States, in connection with the American
Jnion, 1 bellevtt a large portion of them would settle with us. If we are united

fith tl^e United States, we shall hâve free tra-le, frora Gaspê, through ail the
States and Territories of the Ubited States to the l^acific Océan. We shall hâve free

lâvigation with ail the nations of thé earth. We shall hâve a trade so large, that w6
ban scnd promptly, and àt the lowest freight, any of our produce, fish, &c., to any
piîtt of the worla, where it mav command the best price. Qur iarmers would haro

fhé choice of ail the mark^ts of the United States, of Canada, and of ail the nations

sf ' the world. Our manufactures would then hâve a fair chance of conopetiting,

because they would be equàily protected witli the American, by their tarifi\ Then
wé should hâve tcp times as many ships in Québec as we hâve nbw. Now, Sir^ look

ai the Amei-ican canals, rallrbads, âtei^mboats, and contrast them with oùr own ; look

[ai the steàmboats leaving New York daily, with their 600 passengers eacb, aiad oiirs,

lleaying Qiiebec. Look at the prosperity that everywhere prevàik among the culti-

vàtors, the mechanics, and the merchahts, in the United States ; see their immense
I mérchant ships, carrying on their trade with aU the nations of the world. Sîr, we

I

work for our country, for the whole family of Canada, and not for party, or pension,

or place, Xa Patrie avant tout. We wish to exercise a real fraternal kinafeeling
tdwards ail the people of Canada, and wQuld take a légal constitutional course, and
would, in reàpectful language, pétition Her Majesty's Government to dissolve our
pôlilical connection. Sir, I think no one who he^ a spark of Uberty in his brëast can
object to this course. But, Mr. Chairman, because we are able to stand upright and
càndldly déclare our conviction, and not bow down to any idol ; and because we are,

by pivme permission, enabled to take, as men, our i-ank in the scale of création, a
little lovirer than the angels, but not below crceping thiugs, we must not be severe on
our opponcnts ; some of them may not be at Uberty to give their attention to both
sfdes of the question ; we must be charitable : our cause is good ; we can atfbrd to

difregard their abuse ; we must overcon:;c cvil with good. Sir, I believe that many
of the people or England, would bu glad to hear that Canada had asked for a sépara-

tion, to enable them, with honor, to dissolve our political connection, and thereby
relieve them from the expense of defending us, and at the same time greatlv increase

their own trade. Sir, I trust that when this Province séparâtes from the Parent
State, the childrcn may retain their affection and respect for the pai ent—and recclve

the Father's blessing.

The resolution was carried unanimously.

B. Holmes, Esq., M.P.P., said :—The 2nd resolution was put into hishands since

he entered the room, with a request that he would move it. He had hoped to seo it in

the hands of somo more capable individual, who could hâve done it more justice,

nevertheless he would proceed with it ; but in so doing he might be permitted to ofFer

a few remarks upon what ho humbly conceived to be the necessity wnich compellcdto
the course now nnder considération, as well as the position in which, personally, w»
stand, when offerlng suggestions whereby we may escape the evils that beset us,

Already had been put forth, in an Address to the People of Canada, the causes which
induced its signers to seek for political change, for annexation to the United States of

America, and hère it is etateo distinctly, that we should advocate only a peaceable

séparation f r jm, and with the consent of, Great Britain, without which it would
be neither désirable nor practicable. I tincerely hope, said Mr. H., nay, I beHere,

not a man among the signers to that address, amxed his signature under any fe^U
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ing of hostility to Britain. Of course, I cannot plcdge myself for others; but if I

beiieved it possible to tnaintain thc existing connection, and at the same time had a

reasonablo nopa that our country would not thereby be doomed to poverty and ruin,

I for one would oppose what I now advocate—a poacoablo and friendly severment

of the political connexion between Canada and England, and annoxation to the

United States. We are told by thoso who hâve protested against thd address, that

the evils we complain of may be overcorne by législative enaetments. Do they tell

us, in their wisdom, what those législative enaetments are to be ? No, that is left to

fancy. But we are assailed and condemned in strong language, and niisrepresentod by

those who dare not, while condemning, submit our address for the considération of

their own partisans and supporters. On looking over the list of signera to the protest,

we discover among the few well known names which appcar therein, tho salaried

ofHceJS of Government, a number oi their clerks and dependents, sorae twenty or

thirty known monopolists and protectionists, with five or six names, hitherto the

strenuotts advocates of free trade. He might lemark upon the equivocating phrase-

ology of the prottst, but he did not corne hère to condemn or abuse others—our

objent is rather to invite argument—by organising an association which will

submit to the farmers, mechanics, merchants and traders of Canada the reasons

for advocating annexation, and leare them to détermine whether the arguments are

worthy of their support or not. It is admitted, 1 may almost say at ail hands,

that Canada must erentually form a portion of the Oreat American Republic,, -that

it is a mère question of time ; but is said by those who assume to be exclusirely loyal,

that we ought, before mootin^ the question to exhaust every argument—makè everj

effort to induce Oreat Britam to return to her Protectire rolicy. Some, aiso, affect

to beliere England, may by threats and fear of losing the Canadas be indoced to

return to her exploded system—they flatter themselves she will, for the benefii of the

people of Canada, again enact Corn Laws ; and again consign her working millions

to the starvation from which they hâve Utterly escaped by the repeaî of those odioui

lawd ^laws which ground the labouring classes to abject misery, to inorease the

Revenues of a landed ariotocracy. There may be some who déplore the abrogation

of the Corn Laws of England—he trusted there were few in Canada. The industrial

clanes on this Continent, thank Ood, are not yel so debased, as to rejoice at, or seek

to impose, a protectire tax on the food of the poorer classes of England, eVen if it

<lid aavantage Canada. I believe, moreorer, it is the heigbt of foUy to expeot protec-

tion ; and I oeliere, aiso, that no statesman in England would hazard the conséquences,

or assume thc responsibility, of imposiiig again, a tax upon the food of the people of

Britain, who, for the last 18 months hare been quiet, contented, and comparatirelj

bappy, even surrounded and excited, as they were, by the Rerolutions of Europe.
During that period, the great mass of her population hare cnjoyed the adrantages of
free trade in provisions ; will her masses consent quietly to starve again ? I think not,

eren though it might increase the Revenues of the Landlords of England or benefit

1,600,000 Colonists in Canada—Much bas been said on the subject of the récent repeal
of the navigation laws—that the changes incidental to that net of justice to this coK>ny
will be important, I hare no doubt—it will relieve us from the monopolising tax of the
British ship owner—and we shall, in ail probability, by that change, be enabied to

send our flour and timber to England at naïf the charge hitherto exacted from us ; but
the change we adrocate présents something even better, (which is, a better market
near at hand), a market to which the cost of transport is not a quarter of what, under
the change anticipated, even with the repeal of the navigation laws, it will be to send
our produce to Oreat Britain. We hâve immediately upon our borders, a people
anxious for an uurestricted intercourse with us—he meant the people of Vermont,
New York, Main, Massachusetts, and New Hampshirc—they want our wheat and
flour, our timber and other products ; but they belong to the great cunfederacy of 2'i

millions, and cannot receive our products unless we pay a duty of 2C per oeut thereon
into the treaaury of tho United Statos ; consequently, we are deprived of our best
market—and, until we arc annexcd, we must pay that tax in support of the great
Republic, for the honor of being connectcd with Great Britain. It is notorious that
wheat, which is selling at Toronto for Ss. 9d., is, across the Une, worth over 5s. per
bushel. In Montréal, a barrel of the best superfine flour is worth 20s. 6d. ; across
the Une it is worth 2Çs. Our farmers are selling their oats at Is. the minot ; at Bur-
Ungton they are worth 3(}o. Peas, auother considérable p Jttion of the product of our
farmers, are in Canada to be purchascd at 2s. ; they are worth, in New York, 76c. or
80c. la it reasonable then that the farmers of Canada are to be deprived of the
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dvantago of those markets ? Is it just in Eugland to expect it ? We may admire,
ve may love England ; but our peuple cannut starve for the honour of her protection,
hâve soen it stated, and I believe il was correctly stated, that the average product of

,n acre of land in Canada West, was 15 bushels of wheat, whith at 3s. i)d., its highest
arket value in Toronto, gives 56s. 3d.—the same product in Rocheiiter, réalises to
he farmers 22s. 6il. more, for Wheat sells there at 5s. 2d. For the produce of hls acre
he Canadian farmer can purchase 1 cwt. of sugar, and hâve 10s. or Ils. to carry
lomc to his fwnily, while the American farmeis just across the Une, would buy the
arae quantity of sugar, and carry back $10 to his family ; sugar on one side of tho

line costir.g to the consumer $5, on the other side $9 or $10 per cwt. This calcula-

ion was made for the meridian of Toronto, an equally striking différence exista on tho
mmediate borders of Lower Canada. Hère, it is the fashion to raise a revenue out
f the pockets of the poorer classes—hère we tax sugar, tea, coffee, rice and tobacco,

rom 25 to 75 or 90 per cent. The people of the United St tes pay no duty on those
rtioles except on sugar, and that they raise at home—or if imported from a Foreign
.and, a duty equal to 2s. 6d. on the cwt. of sugar only is leviea ; but hero the impost

is Ils. 3d. to 128. 6d.—the poor man is taxed 80 per cent.—the rich man for his super-
ne coat 12.^ per cent. Another portion of our trade, and that a vast one, is languish-

ig for Annexation. The hardy lumberman, goos hundreds of miles into the unin-
abited wilds and fells the tree, which is transported to Québec, and sold in the shape
if a smiare log for 3d. to 5d. a foot. It is sent to England at a cost of 9d. to lOd. a
'oot. Vast qiiantities of Lumber aro requiring in the United States Markets, but to

nd it t^-re the lumbermen must submit to 20 per cent tax. Were we anncxed,
ngland would continue to take our Timber, because she wants it ; but we should
lave the New York Market aiso, and he would venture to assert that White Fine
imber would nevdr again be purchased in Canada at 5d the foot, after Annexation.
^0 are told that England will now urge upon the United States Goremment the
anting to Canada of a Reciprocal Free Trade in the agricultural and muerai pro>

1 of the Couutry. The Uisited States Government two years ago, if the question

„- been zealously urged, might possibly hâve assented. That Government bas,

owerer, a désire to possess the Canadas, though she may not désire to war with Eng-
,nd to obtain them ; but the people see clearly, that the refusai of Reciprocal Free
'rade with Canada, must render the people of Canada désirons of annexation, and
nally, under any circumstances thai must take place, the désire of the Republic will

e gpmtifted. Natare intended it ; the interests of the people of Canada requlre it ;

it must be. The resalt is simply, as our adversaries say, a question of time. But
e American Législature will never grant Reciprocity. It cannot, in my hmnbla
dgment, said Mr. H., be granted, without violating the 8th section of the first article

if the Constitution of the U. S., which, among other things, provides " that ail dnties,

posts, and excise, shall be imiform throughout the United States." Can the Amer-
farmer on the Canada frontier, then, be subjected to a free trade compétition^

hen the American farmers in Louisiana, or anj other looality, where Canada pro-
ucts cannot reach, will be shielded by a ptoteotion of 20 per cent. Such an arrange-
ent certainly wovdd not be uniform. With what justice could the American farmer
i left to compete with the Canadian farmer, while his neighbour, the mechanic or
erchant, will hâve a protection on manufactures of 20 to 30 per cent. Free Trade,
1 the products of the farm, the forest, and the mùie, will not enable us to become a
lanufacturing people. We should hâve but our own 1,600,000 to supply. We could
ot send the products of our industry into the United States—and without a more
xtensive demand than our own population will afFord, manufactures could not flourish

Canada, and England will take ecpecial care she does not encourage us to manu-
acture goods so long as we are a colony. It was said by William Pitt, the great
~rime Minister of Britain, during the contest with the revolted colonies, now the
nited States, that thev should not be allowed to make even a hob-nail. The same

eeling is paramount stiU in England so far as her manufacturing interests are con-
erned. Manufactures in Colonies and Colonial dependence are ii ompatible. It

osts no more to lay down a baie of raw cotton from its place of growth, in Sher-
rooke than it does in Lowell. Our water privilèges in Canada are far superiov and

times cheaper. We bave an intelligent population seeking employment—and who
ill say the population of Canada is not intelligent ? The farmer's daughter resorting

> Lowell from the mountains of New Hampshire or Maine, secures at once 60o. per
iem, for her labour : the Canadian feoule is glad to obtain work in the country at

2^ cente. Annexation would introduce American enterprise «nd American capital*

ind

ten
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to erect buildings, and machinery, and we should see our country dotted ail orer witl

manufaotories ; we sliould theu compete successfully with Lowell in tho supplying J
the Western States—or—the priée of labour would be advanced from 100 to 200 pJ

cent, eitber resuit equally désirable to Canada.. If the people of Canada believe tbi'

statements we bave, and «bail, put forth, they will support us—if they are erroneoti

or unfouaded, wc look for no approval. If the people of Canada approre of what »|

now advocate, they will testify that approval at the polla—and support those, at tt|

next Général Election, who will advocate Annexation in the Législature—whencc-^

if Resolutions are sent to England declaratory of the wishes of our people for a Sepj

aration, the Statssmen of England will ad vise the Sovereign toassentto tbeir requeeti

We shoutd then bave free trade, not only in the products cf the ^oil, tbe forest anl

mine, but in manufactured goods. Free trade with 23 millions of people Imme^iatell

on our bordera. We should then, too, bave cheap Government, and best of ail »|
should then be an united, prospérons, and happy people.

Jtefolved, 2.—"That Qnr-fltate of éolonial dependence can only be prolbngéd

, tbe sacriAce of our most valuable iuterests, and, that this meeting conàidering M
.
4ooial, commercial and political diflicultiea of Canada, and feeling the weigbt of th|

eviU tbat oppreas our society, believes that the only attainable measures càpAble

Eirmanently improving our condition, oonsi^ in a peàoèable séparation from Greoj

iritain, witb her consent, and tbe annexation of Canada to ibe United States

Amejrica." . i ••!- .: .;'.;...- ,.,ri(I i,'.Mir:'i.:r::;.<i m.j \-i.nt\ il >'.

... WitUAM MbM0!r,'È^., sédtfnded iW'rtsoîutionl

The second résolution was then pût and carried wifhout a dteseniing ?oloe.

' RoBEBT McKat, E8q.,moved tlie St'd résolution.

A. A. DcHiiON, Esq., seconded the résolution; wfaiob Wàs carried. '->i>j >*' ' >,

>clATiONOF MoMTKBÀL,' aud that tbe foUowbg be toç Constitutioni 'aqd
thereof

'i^dïlule^

.ui v.f'Jf I'l>«' At^nne of tbe .AsaodaitÂolL shall be, ' Thê Annexation Aitooiifitïim (^

. Jjlffim^rsfif.' The Aasociatien !•. fùrmed to promote, by lawful meana, pat-tibiilarly bi

^aetition^pg, a Friflndly And Pia»ceabl« Séparation; froin British Connexion, ànd
|Ja49n, upoA équitable t«rn)8;:witt^ the I United States. .. ;

<i';; ru."' Ilr Apy perspa wh» has ^ghed the Address to tbe pebplé ofCanada; poàlishi

,.||t^he. jPV^niils of this city of Ootober, 184S>, or who may, hefèafter, sign thdse Kiile-;.

may bç: a Momberofthq Association.

;,;. '*.i,lL, Tbe fundssball be raade up of voluntary doiteitions.

vm "lHy. <Thfl, QiÇceP» shall be elected annually by ballot, and shàliibe one Presr;-,

. d^t,; I^lgbt Vice-Pre^idepts, Two Secretaries ; One Troasurer^ Kight Ccuncillors]

.«^ tl)!a,«Kbol.« of the s»i.d Officera sball constitute thé Executive of the Association, aii|

any fiye HhailbeaQAornm. , ., ^

>,<•:'
.-,::., ."y> '^^9 Président :shaU préside at ail meetings. He sh^vll not vèteexcepttipoJ

; j»p ptjHïUty of votes ooourrlng. In tbe absence bf the Président the. 8«nior ViccJ
.Presi^ynt présent at aay meeting sball act as Président, and. in the absence of thl

Vice-Présidents, one of the Councillors présent shall be chosen to net by thosepreSen'I
" V4f ,The Secretaries shall oonduct the correspondence and keep a record of al

prooeedings.
,

,
,',', V IL, The Tiea-surer shall bave charge of ail funds. He shall pav -"-afts «pd

.
hiii), Wiiien signed by the Président, or one of the Vice-Pi-esidents, and countersi^'noJ
bj ope! of the Secpetaries. He shall kocp a regnlar account of the Financial Cbncernsf

.,and submit it at every annual meeting, audit other timeswhen oalled for by th|

Execi^tive. .i , j

" yiIL The ^xecytire shall bave power to superinteiid the c,irrespondénc;|

^p manage and control tbe funds, and generaliy to conduct the affaira of the Associil
tion.

, I

"IX. On the poQurrcnce of any vaoancr in the Executive, the members preaeiiJ

,
^any m<|eting afterwards may, by the majority of them thon présent, ekct by balloi

a perfipn tu ^U «uch vacancy, notice being given at a previoius mectihg.

,
, .

VjK,,peueral Meetings of the Association shall be held quarterly, on the lOtll

Ootober, lOth January, lOth April, lOth July ; and tho Octobor Meeting—exccpt thii

year—shall be for tho purpose, ainong other things, <if electlng tho Officers. If any o|

i.(
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the days abore named, fall on a Sunday or a Holiday, thon the meetings shall bo on
next week day, not a Holiday.

« XI. The Executive shall bave power te call Spécial Général Meetings, and
shall be bound to call siich meetings on a written application from twelve mombers,
stating the spécial purpose of such meeting, and no other business shall be entertained

at sucli meeting.
" XII. No altération shall be made in thèse Rules except at a General Meeting,

after three months notice, and by a vote of two-thirds of those présent.
" XIII. The Executive may make such Bye-Laws (not inconsistent with thèse

Rules) as they see necessary."

JoMN RosB, Esq., then addressod the meeting. He said, amongst other ob«erra<
ti«ns, it is eoay to taise an iuconsiderate cry of treason and ditdoyalty, but from the
time the Province watt conquered to the présent day, we find abundant juatitioation of
our course in the déclaration» of many of the leading statesmen of England with res-

peotto the oontinuance of that connection whose anvantage and di-sadvantag^ tO;U3

we Are now called qn dispassionately to investigatc. Was there treason in the opinion
ofiLord St Yinç^nt expreased to Lord Shelburne, on the siguing the peace of 1783-^
f< How can^ou bope to kccp Canada, with an Ëngliafa repubîic established in it« «ght !

^ \i impossibl^e^ and reW oa it, you only retain a ruuaiug «ore, the squrce
, pf .^qdless

4i9gust andexpenseï iNothing but di^ulty in jc^eplng or resigning it wUlhe kB»w«."
r^^ thia déclaration, frronn so Me a

. stat^sqian aqd sq groat ^ soldier—.qbq top, wikAse

f,lu4or had mainlvçofUùbutedto tbeconan^st p^ tbe very oountry h»4Pl^|;t)trt» aiMn-
.^oOfdoe» not. stand ajpnf. Lord. 3n>ugnamdpBorîb^ th^ samv ac(^itioA/aa '!|«nd-

j^urtbe policy ofEngùn^ 'wUh.a.bur,den,not f^et thfilçen. off, andwhioh u e '^mf,dnj «wr

e

cLimcult to bear." And wtiat was the oçmion of Mr. St^veaa, fpiwerly Und^KiSeprc-
tary of State for the Colonies ! In his évidence béfore the Upuse pf Çp^mons in

1828, he uttered sentiments, which I, for one, utterly Condemn and repudii^e, but
imtâék are'iàdicaiii^ «ClAie same-sentiment «Mit bas preVIiileié in the ratnds of niany of
''<'Eilg^d'«.aJblM«>taw|,J&)Mn t783 to the'pi»flflea« hoùr. Mv. Stevens sày>—" 'fhe ties

.4bi)i<whiolktb*'pa9pl^M'*boundito their iypveveiga are not of tl^ sanie.stro^ig.and cn-
during character as the corresponding obIi'gatiop!> between the king and tfl^MidpIe of
the old European States. It is impossible fe^Jsupitpse .the Canadjana. dread your
power; it is not easy to believe that the abstractr ^it^y. of l^yajty^ ,u dis^inguished

rrom the sfintiment of loyalty, çéj» be ver,y stronglufelt. the .rîg^Cof r^ecting
^'^3f«/rope(in dornihibh- nos biei/if to î)ftpii, tesseried in North ctmd SottUi America^ tliat

-^'Hiv^H eiin.tetireilf he etteértad ontlum ContiMMs at criminal or ditgrâwf^l.
t'M%fth«é dÀes'it seen tp-me'thr-t the sensé ofniiMonBl.pride and importance iL'in

your faveur. It cannot be regarded as an enviable distmction, tôremaiîn the diily

dépendent portion of the new world.î' Letiitiiba imderstoad, While I statc Mr.
..#tev«ns opiifigfif, .that l, uUftedy 'disçlaim his morality^

. I^rd Ashburton, too, in a
récent debate, utters a corresponding sentiment.— 'tA^lpngaS' thcy (the Canadians)
wiei:p-(H>nteBt to , rcmaii} in thpir , présent condition, ufkder t4>e proAeuiipn of thia

country, it was well that they should so contiime ; but if thcy demand to b(S> tepa-
rate—to take on.,t)iemselve»,a natip^l , oh{aract«r-^hen it appeared t^ ibin.that it

would be the wisest course, the most libéral, and the most consistent with sound policv,

to shake hands with them, and lot them-join the North Ainericans, if they so thougiit

fit. If the jjrandeur of England shpuld fa4e, and hcr prqsneçity dccaj;, t^ç greatest

mouàawaiJaf .ihc«:glari|r wtnud xemaÏA in WH'^ciolonws. ' -Were k ncenssary,! might
„pxultiply citation on c,itat*qn t|0 prove that England epnaiders, and has for yeart< con-

'^, aiderei^ our prpsçnt relations to her both burdepsorae and iinpro^table ; anp if thia be
true, are wc ^ bo uitmaàly and ungeuerpivi c^nqugh to scek to perpetuate that burden !

Has sho not sought to train us to self-reijance and tp fit us for selfUovcrnmei)* ? Haa
not the policy towards us been dictated by that considerate and maternai regiird for

ouf future destiny which dctnands our gratitude, while it exacts our coopération
Wiat would be thought of the offsprinj' of any parent who, after attaining a

vigprous puberty, shoùld clirtg with childisb tonacity to the patcrnal toof, pérpe-
• tnating a dependence which, but wasted the pafents substance, rcfusing in opposi-

tion to that parent's wish to enter on • an indépendant condition, and seek an
alliance which promiscd; relief to the ^mpent and honorable distinction to the

child? Let u.-* rather show ourselves tO be tlie true offspring of so noble a stem.

—

Think you, that England would bave ever risen to her présent pitch of great-

ness, had her spns in times past been content with the dépendent condition we
now occupy towardp her, and had they indulgcd to tho exclusion of ail use, a senti-

ment only of attachmeut to a rclatipn, to which, as men consciuus of self-capacity, it
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became them not to adhère. There cannot, to my mînd, be a grander or more sublime

tbought than that the parent state, after training her Colonial subjeots to self-rvli-

ance, shoald, with feelings of kindrcd affection ana pride, leek to elerate them to a
position among the uation» of the world, to perpetuate her institutions and secure allés

on whoiie affection and ôuty she might rely and look for succour in the time of need.

ifad the séparation of the old Colonies been consummated in this spirit would nottheir

relations to the parent state hâve been such as I am now def icting î And^ notwith-

standing the irntating circumsUnces which accompanied their séparation, time bas

buried much in oblivion ; and who will deny that EngUnd reeards, wilh a feeling;0f

pride, th^ position which her oilàpring ncw occupics among the nations of the earth.

The possihility of a change is, no doubt, so répugnant to some whom early associa-

tions hâve connected them intimately with England, that they would sooner relinquish

aU earthly possessions than the héritage of being an Gnglishmen. This chiralrons and
impassioned dévotion I admire and respect. It émanâtes from the same feeling wÙch
actuates us to show our attachment to her institutions and laws, f.nd that Areedom and
independence—the possession of which is our birthright. To my own feelinbni, I do
not hesitate to avow that the idea of a change is répugnant and forbidding.- But it is

our duty to sink thèse personal considérations in deciding on so momontova a question'as

thr présent. There is no need to queneh that attachment and aifeetion that birids ua
to the land of our birth : no, it will bum more brightly as we feel ourselrea in the
foD. possession of those privilèges which we conceive will flow npon as. 'I haro but
one other considération to bring mider your notice, and it is this—there is a strong,

almost universally preràiling conviction, even among those who oppose us, Aat 80!<ïlier

or lat«r the change n^« eontemplate miist take place. If this be true, on whàt groàitds

hould we désire to continue thé state of tranntioil ? To protract is cruelty ; and ttre

we nnmanly enongh to leave, as a legacy to dtir, ohildretua lAd( from the p«t£onitftitce

of Whloh we shriidc ourselve» ? ' ' ""«""C; ^'' '' '•'"' t»^' 77^7. . • «Jfij iTTi-,T7ïïî

He condwded by mormg

—

4.>-"Th<itwe bhu} ourselvas towards enob other (borylng in oblivion lUipast
dissensions) oordially to oo.operatt in suoh means as may beat promote the obj«K>iâ rof

the Association; and we invite the peeide of CaoAda, gtncnmy,.to jQÉitti.aMfetf

Associations in the same fratemal spint.*' i j.;/:f!-) %'<ihf'r>

Mr. Labiboi, seoonded the resolutiolb < '-i' -^ '

Irtf P. G. JOHHSOK, Esq., moved— *'*"''»

y^] 5.—" That this meeiJng do now acQouni to this diiy week, in tli{s place at néon,
âien to meet for the élection of offioers, and that the foUowiqg gentlemen bo a Ûom-
mittee to nondnate a ticket for considération : R. MaoKayi A. A. Uçrion, P. To^nra^ei
H. Mulholland, J. Ostell, Esqs. u* }<.ii»a» jj .iinudiimx

The resolution was then pat 4.^ earried. î. .

.
, i,

r <> Bbn/aiiin Hast, Esq., then moved that Mr. Redpath do leave thf chair, and t&at
mlUam Mobon, Esq., do take it,

When the thanks of the meeting were given to tiie Chairman for hU aervieee in
the chair. ,/i.';a.oo

After which the meethig adioumed to Thorsday next at noon. * h' ^ '*^

,/0l:
—

«» -» * ;i«i Sli H»BW

iu<l

.^iU^.4

¥'' fifil? cî

^. ANNEXATION ASSOCIATION OF MONTASAL.
' " The meeting for the élection of Officers, was held on Thorsday, in the Temp«r«
ance Hall, St. Suiuiice Street, and was ocoupied upwards of three hours in the ballot
and scrutinising thereon, Mr. Redpath was calted to the chair by acclamation ;
John Glass and A. A. Dorion, Esqrs., Secretaries and Scrutineers.

,
Pr««td«nt—John Redpath, Esq.

; '^ Yiee-Presidentt—B. Hohnes, Jacob DeWitt, W. Workman, L. H. Holton, T. B.
Andersen, D. E. Papineau, P. Drumgoole, John Donegani, Esqrs.

CoundUort—D. Kinnaar, H. Stephens, Wm. T"olson, John Rose, Jos. Papii^ B.
Laîlamme, John Bell, John Osteii, Esqrs. . ,

Treaturer—David Torraooe, Esq.
,i

^^ ^ iSecr«tane«—Robert Mackay. A. A. Dorion, Esqrs.
, ,.\ (.,

Jamea Pottt, Frinter, Berûld Qficet MorUrtal.

\ <
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