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April 21st, 1927.

wan, ESCey
Secretary,
Committee the Celebration
nfederation,

Let me adknowladge receipt of
ipril 16th havii referonce %o the
the universities n Canada to make
of the Dlar d . lee of Confed-
1 the assurance that
yrate in any way

reference to the competition
for maedals t by the Jubiles Committee,
I must ask & n on two points:

(a) Who is eligible to compete?
(b) When does the competition close?

¥ith reference to (a) I tzke it
that the competition is open to 21l undergraduate
students. 1Is it open to postgraduate students
studying here, and is it opsen to members of the Uni-
versity staff? I think it should include students
doing postgraduate work here and, in fact, I ses no
reason why members of the staff should not be allowed
to compete.




CeGs, Cowan, Esg.,

With reference to (b) our
academic session may be said to close at the end
of May, whereas our academic year does not end
until the beginning of September, If the contest
is to close by the end of May it does not give
students much time to prepare an essay worthy of
the event. Scme have begun to write their
examinations already, and the examinations will
continue until the middle of June, when many
students will be tired mentally, In such circum-
stances we cannot hope that anyone will do any
work on an essay during the examination period.
The time that will elapse between the closing date
of examinations and the end of May is scarcely
sufficient to enable students to do the ressarch
Work necessary to a worth while contridbution.

I1f possible, I think, the time sllowed for the
omission of aj hould extend to September
‘ ment with reference to the
far advanced les me to
t hat the
oy SN, . J in
June, when mo: unis 5 i1 hol 1 osing
exercises,

et O o

Your early decision on thesse
points will be much appreciated,

Yours faithfully,

Principal,
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CONFEDERATION ESSAYS.

The National Committee for the Celebration of the
Diamond Jubilee of Confederation has presented to McGill University
three medals, in gold, silver and bronze, to be awarded as prizes for
essays on Confederation. Those eligible to compete are undergraduates,
graduates or 1927 and gradustes who have been in attendamnce =t the
University proceeding to post-graduate degrees during the present session.

Essays must be addressed to the Registrar and mmst
be received on or before September 15th. The award will be amnounced at
the Fall Convocation.

Essays may deal with the facts of Confederation or with any
phage of Cansdisn history or political development, past or future, =2s
affected by Confederation or bearing upon the relatioms between the
Prévinces and the Central Government. The Committee has set mo restriction

upon the length of the essays but considers five or six thousand words

should be adequate. Essays may be in English or French.

For further particulars see the Dean.




UNIVERSITE DE MONTREAL

T S <
W

SECRETARIAT GENERAL

Montréal, le 16 juia 1927..

Colonal Wilfriad Bovey
Eniversité Me Gill
Montrésal,

Cher Monsisur Bovey,

J'ai rencontré des difficultés &
propos de l'essai historique sur 1la Confédération,

M. 1'abbé Maursasult n'ayant pu
rédiger son travail »JO me suis tourné vers M. Chartier.
Celui-ci m'éerit aujourd'hui qu'il est débordé par 1la
tache que 1lui impose 1a fin de 1'année académique ,mais
qu'il pourrait peut-8tre ,nous donmer un texte 4 1'automns.

- Voudriez-yous me dire si nous pouvons
attendre jusque 14. Ce sersit & dégirer car je doute que
Je puisse trouver un sutre professeur.

Trés cordialement & vous,

niard hocifea/




June 17, 1927.

eur Edouard HMontpetit,
University of lontreal,

Your letter addressed to C

Bovey arrivsd in his absence from Montreal. He will be

back at MeGill sbout June 25th and your letter will be handed

to him immediately upon his returne.

Ve AT r
Yours very truly,

Seeretary to Colonel Boveye
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y of Artse

Dear Dean Mackay:=
I am enclosing b h Mr. Lellay's essay
on Confederation. Persomally I i t worth a meda

As there are no others it would be my

extend the time and put a notice in th

Yours faithfull

Wilfrid Boveys

”n




McocGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL
FACcULTY OF ARTS

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

rea@ding with some care
Mr. Jack R. Bogan : _ ) . competition for one of
the Confederation medals &nd I W wish to report as follows.
Mr. Bogante has apparently done some consc

zientious work upon

the sub ject of his essay. It is really, however, in my opinion,

L4y

only & lengthy brief or factum setting out the principal events

and dates in the growth of Canadian autonomy &nd not en essay.
There is not, I think, & single line of new knowledge in the
manusceript and the construction is very awkward and often ungram-
matical, I am sure that there are & large number of ordinary
term essays written by students every year in McGill much more
worthy of a medal than Mr. Bogante's effort. His manusecript
might possibly be of some use to &any one writing & real essay or
treatise on the subjeet, but that is, I think, the only value
which it really possesses. I should not like to see it filed
in any public office as &n example of the type of work for which
MeGill would grant & medal. I must, therefore, leave it to you

to decide finally whether you think Mr. Bogente should he allowed

& gilver medal or not. Personally I cannot




S

Bovey, 2.

make that recommendation. Possibly the essay might be sub-

mitted to some other independent asuthority.

~ YT P O r - ~ T %r
Yours very truly,

Ll




The Department of Txtr'-Murcl Relations,
PEOS$8E000 0000 ANIURN 9059001

June 13, 1928,
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Contribution to Folitics
Progress has been

€

onsiderabls smount of consecientious
e a falr study of historical
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work and you have without doubt

me

documents. It is felt, however, that your article cannot properly
be defined as an essay, but rather as 2n historical summary, and
3

that in this spact it does not come within the definltlon of the offers
In the s a pls 08 your essay lacks originality.
perhaps one on i.4¥“ t s hard to be original, but
wishes to mainta a2 hish standard in these essays.

Pinally it is necessary for me to direet your attention
to the fact that you have comitted a aumber of erro®s in construction

and that there sre a certain number of mistakes which can only be attributed

to lack of care. I am sure that on rereading the article you will observe
this yourself.

In view of the foregoing, it is regretted that the granmt
of the medal to you cannot be made.

Yours faithfully,s

Director.
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Monsieur le Principal

Afin de célébrer dignement les fétes du Soixantidme}
la Confédération, 1le mité national désire que sous ses §
a “1“““”t de nos institutions cuuv*jr“ tes, durant '
'
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C
vous©oublier et je viens
argent et une en bronze. Perm

€tre avcordées aux éldves du bs
concurrents sur cette matidtre qui re
en anglais, soit en frangais, selon

pour la
offrir

H KB O® ct

5* pouw 1es
J

o

o R
[
(L

Yi)
en
caes

: Vous m'obligeriez donc en me faisant parvenir, aussi
possible, les noms et adresses de ces derniers pour que ce document
tionnel leur soit transmis.

Avec l'expression de mes sentiments les meilleurs,
Veuillez me croire,
Monsieur,
Votre treés

Le Surintendant de




‘“ CANADA OUR COUNTRY”

PRESIDENTS: . PHONE: QUEEN 1173
RT. HON. SIR ROBERT BORDEN 2
HON. SIR LOMER GOUIN

HONORARY TREASURER:

HON. H. M. MARLER

VICE-PRESIDENTS:
RT. HON. GEO. P. GRAHAM
¥ .
CHAIRMAN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HONORARY SECRETARIES:

R e NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE gk s S

VICE-CHAIRMAN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
CELEBRATION OF THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF CONFEDERATION

HONORARY PATRON: HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL
HONORARY PATRONESS: HER EXCELLENCY THE VISCOUNTESS WILLINGDON
HONORARY PRESIDENTS: RT. HON. W. L. MACKENZIE KING, HON. HUGH GUTHRIE
HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS: THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS OF THE PROVINCES

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

MR. THOMAS AHEARN MR. M. J. COLDWELL MR. T. O. LAMBERT HON. MR. JUSTICE RINFRET
MR. J. O. APPS MR. J. W. DAFOE HON. RODOLPHE LEMIEUX MRS, H. H. ROWATT

MR. J. P. BALHARRIE DR. A. G. DOUGHTY MR. T. D'ARCY MCGEE MME. RENE DE SALABERRY
HON. R. B. BENNETT HON. W, E. FOSTER MR. THOMAS MULVEY MR. E. H. SCAMMELL

HON. W. A, BLACK MR. A. J. FREIMAN MR. J. E. MACPHERSON HON. J. D. STEWART

HON. HEWITT BOSTOCK SIR GEORGE GARNEAU MR. TOM MOORE MR. WALTER THOMPSON
MR. P. M. BUTTLER HON. ANDREW HAYDON MR. P. J. MULQUEEN MRS. J. A. WILSON

MR. LYON COHEN MR. H. P, HILL HON. SIR GEORGE PERLEY

104 WELLINGTON STREET,
OTTAWA,
January 13, 1928,

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M,G.,K.C.B., LL.D.,
Principal, McGill University,

Montreal, Quebec.
Dear Sir:

Some time ago we wrote you in

reference to the history contests which

the National Executive for the celebration

of the Diamond Jubilee of Confederation
were desirous of having conducted in con-
nection with the various Universities of

Cenada., We received a response of the most
gratifying character giving us assurance of
co-operation on the part of yourself and

aculty and on the strength of this assurance
placed an order with the Royal Mint for the
required number of medals, Ve have not since heard
from you as to whether or not the contest
was held but sssuming that it was we are sending
under separate cover the gold, silver and bronze
medals struck for your University.

The National Executive placed no
restrictions on the contest other than that
the sub jects covered should relate as nearly
a8 possible to Confederation or some allied
sub ject béaring on the developement of the Country.




If you have not yet held the contest and if

it is the view of your faculty that it would

not be convenient to hold it, the Netional
Executive would be pleased if you would accept
the medals as worthy of a place in the University
Archives as commemorative of the great historic

event celebrated 1last year,

Yours truly,

ﬁ O 7 ¢ oy

A .G. Cowan,
Hofiorary Secretary.
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Sir Arthur W. uurrle,
Prineipal and Vice-Chs

leGill 7
Montres

die\T e —;..“J.).

C
ellor,

G.
ne

LG Cpnre—

C.G. Cowan
Honorary Secretary.




The National Committee for the Celsbration of the Diamond Jubllee
of Gonfoderstion has presented $o MeCGlll Unlversity three modals, in gold,
silver and bronze, to be awarded as prises for essays on Confederations
Those eligible as competitors are undergradustes snd graduates proceeding to

the Masters Degreos during the present session.

issays must be addressed to the Reglstrar and must be recelived on

or before April 50th, The swaxd will be sanounced at the May Convecation.
Rssays must desl wAth smmy of the folloving three subjeets:~

Censda's contridution to political progress
cemada's contribution to scientific progress
cunsda's gsontribution to osonmmic progreads

The Committee has set no restriction wpon the length of the essays

but considers five or six thoussnd words would be adejuatos

For further partioulars see the Direstor of Pxtra=ifural delatlons.

Februarys 1928,




MOI_\ITREAL April 21, 1927

Sir Arthur Currie,
McGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I read the different articles in your address before
the Electrical Club of Montreal at the Queens Hotel,
in both the Star and the Gazette, with a great deal
of interest, regarding the criticism of the Diamond
Jubilee Committee and your remarks may cause them to
take some immediate action in some manner.

I notice that you suggest pageants and urge this mode
of celebration and as people will no doubt be willing
to spend their thousands in fancy dress for amusement,
but why not go much further and endeavor to educate
the youth of the Dominion to respect the flag and know
its meaning as is done in the United States.

From infancy the children of the United States are
taught to respect and salute the flag (Stars and
Stripes) and every school in the country is provided
with a flag, or flags. The children are lined up
each morning and afternoon before entering class and
marched to theixr different class rooms and twice eacih
day each child is taught to salute the flag, and, no
doubt, Sir, you have noticed on many, many occasions
the fruit of this teaching.

I venture to state that ten percent of our schogls in
Canada do not possess a Union Jack, especially in the
rural districts, and.as asuggestion would it not be a

DIRECTION




MONTREAL

2

move in the right direction of education to have the
Jubilee Committee take some action in this behalf,
either by furnishing flags to each school or
recommending all school boards to purchase flags and
have the Union Jack float on July lst from the
Atlantic to the Pacific.

I take the liberty, as a Canadian citizen, of drawing
this matter to your attention,being considered one of
our fathers of educationsand as a suggestion coming
from you would have a remarkable effect on the Diamond
Jubilee Committee, should my suggestion meet with your
views and approval,as a staunch Canadian.

Premier Mackenzie King stated in the House of Commons
"that we trust that the commemoration will lend added
inspiration to the patriotic fervor of our people and
afford a clearer vision of our aspirations and ideals,
to the end that from sea to sea there may be developed
a robust Canadian spirit,and in all things Canadian a
profound national unity.™

Believe me to be,
Sir,

715 Union Bank Building,
Ottawa, Ont.
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NO. 92 STANLEY STREET

DANCING AND DEPORTMENT

ProF. FRANK H. NORMAN. SRr., PRINCIPAL
(THE ORIGINAL)

27
MONTREAL, P.Q., ... V?M 2/ 1202

UNDER THE DISTINGUISHED PATRONAGE ;
OF THEIR EXCELLENCIES THE

DUKE AND DUCHESS OF DEVONSHIRE
L]
EARL AND COUNTESS GREY 5: - : Z "g 2 QV‘M
EARL AND COUNTESS MINTO
~

EARL AND COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN

MODERN DANCING ’ ! 200 5 - m .
BALLET AND TOE DANCING -

CLASSICAL,  RUSSIAN, ; 3 67: .ﬂ%
STAGE., CHARACTERISTIC, / /LZ_M 4‘ % Wa s/ @
NATIONAL HISTORICAL
ECCENTRIC ‘ .’—L 7 %’ =/Z
AND STEP DANCING OF EVERY W /Lm = /

DESCRIPTION TAUGHT WITH RAPIDITY.

EVENING CLASSES
FOR ADULTS

AFTERNOON CLASSES
FOR JUVENILES AND
YOuNG LADIES.

PRIVATE CLASSES
INSTRUCTED

PRIVATE LESSONS
10 A.M. TO 9 P.M. ALL YEAR

ASSEMBLY DANCES

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, SATURDAY "y % Sk: 23 s 2_}:- 4"% W

9 P.M.

LADY ASSISTANTS %
LARGE (AND SMALLER) HALL TO RENT . . . /’7‘% .
BY THE DAY OR EVENING. 7M W '49 2
SUPPER ROOM ACCOMODATES ’.,
500 PEOPLE. M / '/ /g
é
3 CHECK Rooms wiTH 1200 I 7

NUMBERED BOXES.

6 LARGE DRESSING ROOMS.

Hot AND CoLD WATER.

STAGE, SCENERY, ETC.
TABLES FOR EUCHRE.




Frenk H, Torman, Esq.,
92 Stanley Street,
Montreal, Tuse.

Dear Sir:-

-

April 22nd,

your letter of the 21st of April.

1927

1 beg to acknowledge receipt of

I have known for some time that
the I. O, D, E, had undertaken the presentation
will be = very
commendabdle effort and what one always expects

of pageants. Yo doubt theirs

from such 2 loyzal and patriotic body.

I am sure

I wish them all success, but what I would like

t0o see would be something done on July 1st.

Yours

aithfully,

Principal,
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RESIDENCE and STUDIO OTTAWA, ONTARIO
79 MAIN STREET PHONE C 1662 W

HAMILTON MacCARTHY, R.C.A.
ARTIST SCULPTOR

DESIGNER OF NATIONAL MEMORIALS IN IN EUROPE

CANADA IN MARBLE AND BRONZE
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD AT WINDSOR CASTLE

Queen’s Park, Toronto AT KING'S PALACE, BRUSSELS
SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN, CORPORATION OF LONDON

At St. John, N.B.,, and Ottawa. MERCHANT TAYLOR’'S HALL,
COL. WILLIAMS' STATUE, FISHMONGER'S HALL,

Port Hope. CLOTHWORKER'S HALL,
MEMORIALS TO SOUTH AFRICAN SOLDIERS THE CARLTON CLUB,

At Halifax, Quebec, Brantford, LIVERPOOL, MANCHESTER,

Ottawa and other Cities, and GLASGOW, EDINBURGH.
GREAT WAR MEMORIALS —_—

At Beamswille and Dundas, Ont., EXHIBITOR AT ROYAL ACADEMY

and Malpegue, P.E.IL and LECTURER on the FINE ARTS
STATUE OF LATE SIR JAS. WHITNEY,

Toronto
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HERBERT MARLER 2 2 2
701 Transportetion Building,

Montreal, 4th May 1927,

Sir Arthur W. Currie,G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill University,

Montreal, P.Q.

Dear Sir Arthur, RE DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATION:

In this matter I am obliged to you for your
letter of the 30th of April last enclosing copy of letter from
Mr., Robert A. Sibbitt. This letter I have sent forward to the
Staff of the General Committee asking that the matter be given
every attention,

I am entirely in accord with your suggestion
in this regard as also with thet of Mr., Sibbitt but sometimes

whet appears to be an extremely simple matter to accomplish ow-

ing to our school system and divergent thoughts and interests

in some regards particularly in the Province of Quebec it is
very difficult to accomplish what seems to be at first a simple
matter. I need have no hesitation however in telling you that
at the base of all our work as regards the Diamond Jubilee we
are emphasizing patriotism, love for country and the Empire.

I have been intending for some little while
past to see you in this regard. I was extremely sorry when I
read your statement in the "Montreal Gazette"™ on the 21st of
April last because I did not think it was entirely realized by

you all that the Committee had accomplished end I have been try-
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ing to prepare a statement ever since your statement as to what
the Committee has effected but owing to great pressure in other
directions I have been unable to do so. It is only fair however
to state that the National Committee cannot for one moment be ex-
pected to take charge of the celebrations in the various Provinces.
The function of the National Committee must tend to be in the di-
rection of assistance in indicating what should be done but not
to take charge of provincial demonstrations. To do that we have
been in touch with all the Provincial Governments and all the gov-
ernments outside of the Province of Quebec are now actively en-
gaged in arranging demonstrations. In the Province of Quebec some
difficulties for your private information I might say have develop-
ed largely on account of the Province being about to have & gen-
eral election which is now in progress. The matter has been taken
up with Mr. Taschereau and vigorously taken up by me and others.
Insofar as the National Committee is concerned it has
accomplished a great desl of work. I have not seen any very great
support from Montreal papers as yet towards aiding the Diamond
Jubilee Celebration. Those papers have had full access to all our
proceedings but their publicity where given has been meagre ex-
cepting where criticism has ensued.

I am extremely sorry I have not had the opportunity

of discussing this matter at length with you but you can rest as-
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-

sured that I for one am doing my very best and I am confident
that your ideas and mine are in entire accord.
/

// Yours very truly,
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BERREREMARES 701 Traruno*tutlon Building,

Montreal, 6th May 1927.

(Personal)

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,K,!
The Principal and J1~e-uraﬂcellor
[cGill University,

Montreal, P,.Q.

& ('o,

’

Dear Sir Arthur, RE DIAMOND JUBILEE CELE

The report in "The Gazette" this morning as
regards the Diamond Jubilee Celebration might lead you to think
that my statement of yesterday was in part in answer to your re-
marks as contained in "The Gazette" of Thursday, the 21st of
April last. ©Such was not my intention. I only discussed the
matter in general terms. I want to remove any idea which might
enter your mind that your own opinions and mine are in conflict.
They are not. I cannot think of two people whose opinions are
more in accord than your own and mine and I hope you will com-
pletely realize that.

With kindegt personal regards.

/f Yours very truly,

/ /‘J;:/!///,/,n j:w




PUBLISHERS
CANADA LIFE BUILDING
MONTREAL

Bawes LIMITED / 7 q&‘/’/w &,(‘4‘ j ‘/sl TELEPHONE: MAIN 6666

W. C. Greig Esq.,
Fraser Building,
Queen Street,
Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Sirs

The gentlemen associated with the Federal Printers in
publishing the review of the progress Canada has made
in the past sixty years are K.A. Morrison, John S.
Gzowski, J.G. Maclaren, A.H. Bartlett, W.G. Bell;
Charles Cooling of La Presse, is the Editor-in-Chief;
E.C. Cleaver, Publisher, Associate Editor. All
British born subjects, having no connection whatsoever
outside of Canada.

Under separate cover I am forwarding you a sawmple copy
of the Edition De Luxe that will be issued, it being
distinctly understood that we are also getting out a
cheaper edition for general distribution.

There are 200 pages in this book which we figure on
alloting as follows: Federal Government 30 pages;
Quebeec 20 pages; Ontario 20 pages; British Columbia

15 pages; Alberta 12 pages; Saskatchewan 15 pages;
lManitoba 12 pages; New Brunswick 10 pages; DNova Scotia
10 pages; Prince Edward Island 6 pages; Railways 20
pages; Canadian Manufacturers Association 10 pages;
Boards of Trade 10 pages; Mining in Canada 10 pages.

Yours truly,

THE FEDERAL PRINTERS,




2ve given further consideration
ussed yesterday morning, and I
me the matter is too indefinite

wish you all success

Yours faithfully,




Hon. Herberi ilarler,
701 Transportation Building,
Montreal, Que.

Dear ilr. Marler:-

with thanks
your communication of

o
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‘ azette might
indicate to some that your was in answer
to my critical remarks, bec beginning of
the report reference was made to what I said., I
take no odbjection whatever to wi said, nor to
the way in which you said it. ] s very pleased
that you were able to tell us tha 3¢ mach had been
done and I am sure the publie ually plessed.
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s Cordisally reciprocating your
800d wishes and hoping that the celebratiom will be
in every way worthy of the oesasion, I am,

Yours falthfully,




2055 UNIVERSITY STREET
MONTREAL, CANADA
LOUIS CARRIER & CO TEL.: LANCASTER 7397
Publishers
AT THE MERCURY

my capacity as Manuscript
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uis Carrier, Esq
55 University €
ntr

*9
street,
eal, Que.

Dear Mr, Carrz

1 am very glad to send you
a copy of my address before the St. James
Literary Society. I have no objectlcn to your
publishing it if you think it worth while.

7ith 2ll good wishes to you
personally and hoping that you are getting on
well, I am,

Yours




2055 UNIVERSITY STREET,
MONTREAL, CANADA

TEL.: LANCASTER 7397

[LOUIS CARRIER @ CO
Publishers
AT THE MERCURY
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF ARTS

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

December 7, 1932.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:
In the opinion of the Department of English, it
would be well to re-open the Confederation Essay
Contest, as you suggest. The subjects mentioned
in your letter as suitable for discussion are
very appropriate)—~
Canada's Contribution to Political Progress.

Canada's Contribution to Scientifiec Progress.

Canada's Contribution to Economie Progress.
that you add to the above subjects:—

Sir John Macdonald and Confederation.
Joseph Howe and Confederation.
George Brown and Confederation.

G. Quebec's Part in Confederation.

We suggest further that essays should be limited to
thousand words in length.

Yours faithfully,;j

%"'W,¢//;M,L KX A

Chairman of the Department of English.

\\Z \/‘»’ AAA 9

CM:EE
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uary 10, 1933,

w S o the fore to the Confeceration
essays, I have decided th: it offer the medals for
competition once more The members of the Fistory Department
feel that ¢t} e will an interest on the part of their students

if the : ne thing as follows: -
powers between

Confederation.
the British
beon 1 ; since?
of political partie 31y Confederation,
between
of the W t hbetween the British North
i Clifford Sifton,

ment of English suggested:-

Sir John Macdonald and Confederation.
Joseph Howe and Confederatione.
George Brown and Confederation.
Quebec's Part in Confederation.
The suggestions in 1928 were:-

=3

Progress.,

Contribution to Politiecal
Contribution to Scientifie Progress,
Contribution to Economic Progress.

’ill you kindly confer with these two Departments
and boil the subjects down to, say, si¥% in all, and let me have the
list?

I am limiting the essays to five thousand words

and suggesting that they should be submitted to the Registrar on or




before April 15th,
Those eligible
KHas ters Degrees during

at once so
essays.

that

the result
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ve

are undergradu

nts may have enough
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the May
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Convocation.
to the

the prosent se

we should get tter settled

write the

Principal.
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Inter-department Correspondence

MCGILL UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Arts end Science January 12, 1933,
Office of the Dean

To Dr. Macmillan
and Dr. Fryer.,

Dear Dr,

I am enclosing & copy of a letter from the Prinecipal

dated the 10th instamt, and I suggest that you give me five or six of the
subjects referred to in the Principal's letter at your earliest convenience.

I may also add the following notes:-

1. This is & legal subject and would require a careful reading
of all the principal decisions on Sections 91 and 92 of the B.N.A.
Act since 1867, I am familisr with this field and I do not think
that a student essay at the present time would make any contribution
to legal opinion on this subject.

2. This subject is a little ambiguous. It may mean (&) a com-
parisén of the B.N.A. Act and the American Constitution - quite an
old-fashioned subject - or (b) the influence of life in the United
Stetes on Canadisn life both before and after 1867 - a much larger
subject.

S I do not understand the significance of this subject. Most
criticism of the B.N.A. Act has been of a legal character and the
subject therefore only really lends itself to legal students. There
has, no doubt, been some lay criticism, but most of it is distinetly
superficial unless the writer is fully scquainted with the decisions
of the courts,

4, This subject does not seem to me to lead very far, I do not

think there really has been any very fundamental evolution of the two
parties since 1867. It is very difficult to discover now where the

two parties hsve really wholly differed on any political principle.

S This a very important subject but the writer would have to be
familier with Hansard and the Canadian Press during the elections of
'86, '90, '96 and 1911, and this means & lot of reading. The history
of this subject, too, is pretty well knewn by every Canadian interested
in affairs not uhder fifty years of age.

6, I think this subject should read "The Building of the West




Inter-department Correspondence

McGILL UNIVERSITY

2e

between 1867 and 1897". I have never understood why the name of Sir
Clifford Sifton should be brought so prominently into this discussion.

All that Sifton really did was to promote the settlement of several groups
of Middle Europeans on the Prairies, and I doubt very much if this was so
important as we sometipges think,. The period from 1900 to 1913 was a
period of extraordinary emigration from Europe and Canada really only
received its share of this migration. The West, therefore, would
undoubtedly have been settled no matter whether Sifton he@ been Minister
of the Interior or not. Indeed some of his ideas may have stood in

the way of homesteading in the West by more desirable immigrants.

v This is a perennial subject but perhaps a little old-fashioned.
No one yet, I think, has ever written a true historical biographical
portrait of Sir John.

8, and 9., These are both excellent subjects and lend themselves easily
to interesting politieal biography.

10, This is, I should think, with deference, the best subject of all.
All English-spesking students of Canadian affairs and Cansdian history
should be constantly aware of the position of Quebec in the Dominion,
Probably the essay would turn upon the influence of Cartier and Laurier.

11, 12, 13, These subjects appear to me to be too general for careful
study although I think thet Cansda's "international position" would
make a very pertinent subject at presént, Our internstional relations
with Europe, including Great Britain on the one hand #nd the Sino-
Japanese problem on the other and the United States of America on the
south, is becoming exceedingly acute and possibly dangerous.

Yours very truly,

Sgd. Ira A, MacKay

Dean




Inter-department Correspondence -C—O-EX

McCGILL UNIVERSITY

January 13th, 1933.
Department of History

Dear Dean MacKay, -

Replying to your note of the 12th instant,
with its request that the History Department seleet for a Con-
federation Essay five or six of the topics listed in the Prin-
cipal's letter to you of the 10th. instant, let me say that
Professor Adair and I, after looking over the list, sgreed to
choose five of the subjects only, and to word them in the form
of general test questions.

The questions are on the separate sheet
attached.

Yours very truly,
ogd: C.E. Fryer

Dean Ira A, MacKay,

Faculty of Arts and Science.
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McCGILL UNIVERSITY

QUESTIONS SUGGESTED FOR A CONFEDERATION ESSAY

The British North America Act was subjected to considereble
contemporary criticism. To what extent has this criticism

been justified by subsequent events?

The proximity and the example of the United States:- how did
hese two influences contribute to the bringing about of Con-

federation?

Discuss Canasda's experience with the party system of government

since Confederation.,

To what extent has Confederation influenced the development of

the West?

Discuss Quebec as a special problem imposed upon the statesmen

who shaped the British North America Act,
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McCGILL UNIVERSITY

Faeculty of Arts and Science January 16, 1933,
Department of English

Yy, Ira MacKay,

Dean of the Faculty of Arts,
Arts Building,

McGill University.

Dear Dean MacKay:

With reference to your letter of Jenuary 12th, the Department of
English begs to suggest that you select from the thirteen topics
mentioned in the Principal's letter to you six subjects which in
your judgment would be suitable for the Confederation essays,

The department is in agreement with your comments on the first

six topies, all of which seem to us to be too technical and too
difficult for adequate treatment in a brief essay. With reference
to topic seven,, "Sir Jahn Macdonald and Confederation", we had in
mind not so much "a true historical, biographical portrait of Sir
John", as your letter interprets it, but pather a discussion of
Sir John's careful preparation of the various sections of the
country previous to the sctual conferences, the difficulties he
had to overcome, his discussions with the British authorities and
his disappointment with their reaction, his original plen, and

the subsequent changes etc., ete.

I am,
Faithfully yours,
Sgdl Cyrus Macmillan
Dhairman of the Department of English.

CM:EE




(FEDERATION MEDALS

An Bssay Competition 1s open to undergraduates in any faculty or to
graduate students proceeding to the Haster's degres.

Two Gold, Two Silver, and Two Bronze ledals are offered.
Any one of the following subjects may be selecteds

1 The Influence of the American Constitution on the
Haking of the British North Ameries ict, 1867.

2¢ The Party System of Governmment in Canada since
Confederatione

3« Confederation and the Development of Western Canada
from 1867 to 1900.

4. Quebec's Part in the Confederation Agreoments.
Joseph Howe and Confederation.

George Brown and Confederatione

Essays must not exceed 6,000 words.

A

Essays must be handed in %o the Registrar on, or before, April 15th, 1933.




An Bssay Competitioa is open to undergraduntes in any faculty or to
graduate students proceeding to the Haster's degree.

Two Gold, Two Silver, and Two Bronze ledals are offered.

Any ome of the following subjocts may be selecteds

1: The Influence of the imerican Constitution on the
Haking of the British Forth inerics ics, 1867,

2e The Party Jysten of Government in Canada since
Confederatione

3¢ Confederation and the Dovelopment of Yestern Canads
from 1867 to 1900.

4 Queobec's Part in the Confederation Agrecnents.
De Joseph Howe snd Confederations

6« Goorge 3rown and Confedarations

Bssays must not axceed 6,000 words.

Sssays must be handed in to the Neglstrar ony or before, April 15th, 1933.




Inter-department Correspondence

McGILL UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Arts and Science
Office of the Dean

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,
Prinecipal,
MeGill University.

My dear Principal,
Confederation Essays

1/ ‘lv(
Referring further to your letggf/to me of the
7

10th instent I am enclosing a copy of my legjé} to Dr, Macmillan

and Dr, Fryer dated the 12th instant a their replies dated the

13th and 16th instant, and I suggept the following six subjects:~
(/,
1. The Influence of the Enited-Stedes- on the Making
of the British North America Act, 1867.

The Party System of Government in Canada since
Confederation.,

Confederation and the Development of Western
Canada from-1867 to 1900,
/“’w o
Quebec's Part in Confederation, 4 dr:

Joseph Howe and Confederation.

George Brown and Confederation.,
Yours very sincerely,

J//bﬁ/ /%Wﬁ‘fl/fp%f

Dean

Encls,. 3.




McCGiLL UNIVERSITY?

MONTREAL

PRINCIPAL'S OFFCE

The Registrar.,

Tere any e ssays receiywed

in the Confederation contest

for the medals®?

April 11.
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