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Letter from Mr. FRASER to a Preacher of Irvingism.

[It is the province of a religious
Periodical, not only to circulate
knowledge and inculeate truth, but
also to expose and refute error, es-
pecially when it appears in a form
and in circumstances which threaten
danger to the community. As the
sentiments opposed by our brother
[Fraser apyear to us of'this deseription,
twe readily give insertion to his letter,
iand earnestly entreat those who have
listened to these errors, and feel in-
clined to embrace them, fiom a love

of novelty or any other cause, to bring ]

them to the test of Scripture, and
humbly, earnestly, and prayerfully to
compare them with the law and the
testimony, and thus “try the spirits,
whether they be of God.”]
BREDALBAXNE, August 4, 1837.

My Dcar Sir,—As one that loves our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the canse for which
he bled and died, and who persoually heard
you making erroncous and dangerous state-
ments about the nature of that atonement
made by the Son of God npon the cross, I
address to you these few lines, aiming, I
humbly hope, at the divine glory, and the
general weal of my race. In deing this, I
observe—

1. That your new and unseriptural system

Uis full of the most horrid blasphemies that
| could be uttered against the Son of God.
' Here let Mr Irving, the late founder of your
I sect, speak for himself in reference to Christ’s
! humanity., He says, *“ Every variety of hu-
! man passion, every variety of human affec-
i tion, every variety of human error, every

variety of human wickedness, which hath
! been realized, was inherent in his bumauity.*”
i This is one of the most daring, the most un-
qualified, and the greatest blasphemies that
ever came from the pen or the lips of any
mortal being, bearing the Christian name.
Yea, does it not equal the blasphemies of the
notorious Richard Carlile himselt?  Again,
says he: ¢ By the power which Christ in flesh
of sin put forth to condemn sin in the fle<h”—
“that he condescended through the faculties of
the human soul to commune with every im-
pious, ungodly, and blasphemous chamber of
the fallen intellect and feelings of man—that
he possessed a diabolical feeling of self-suffi-
ciency and independency upont God—that he
had a Iaw in his members warring against
the law of his mind,” Alas! alas! what
proof of the perversion and general depravity
of our human nature, that we thus find a
man of great talent and education, a Christ~
tian teacher and the leader of a sect, and
that in the metropolis of Great Britain, so
zealously employed in defaming the holy one
of God, the Saviour of the world. But as

* Letter to Mr. Irving, by Mr. Duncan, p. 2:
Irviog's Discourses, vol. 1. 140, xXxXi. 1b. 155 ib.
164; Last Days, p. 445 Mr. Colvs Letter, p. 8.
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these dreadful statements are too gross to
need a reply from me, I shall only add on
this point a few passages of Scripture too
plain to need a comment. “ For, such an
high priest hecame us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made
higher than the heavens,”—Heb. vii. 2, 6.
“ Who did no sin, neither was guile found in
his mouth.”—1 Peter, xi. 22. * And in him
is nosin.”—1 Johm, iii. 5. “For the Prince
of this world cometh and hath nothing in
me.”—John, xiv. 30. “Thou hast loved
righteousness and hated iniquity.”.—Heb. 1.
3. “That holy thing that shall be born of
thee, shall be called the Son of God.”—Luke
i. 35, “Who knew no sin.”—2 Cor. i. 25,
“ 1 delight to do thy will, O my Gud; yea
thy law is within my heart.”—Ps. xI. 8.
“ But with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a Jamb without blemish and without spot.”
1 Peter i. 13.

2. Another dreadful error of your system
is a denial of *Christ’s exercising the office of
a priest till after his resurrection. But what
saith the Seriptures ? “Who needeth not daily
as those High Priests to offer up sacrifice, first
for his own sins, and then fur the people’s;
for this he did once when he offered up him-
self.”—Heb. vii. 27. “ Who, in the days of
his flesh, when he had offered prayers and
supplications, with strong crying and tears,
unto him that was able to save him from
death.”—Heb. v. 7. TUnder that typical
economy which God gave by Moses, to re-
present before hand this great work, no
sacrifice could be offered for sin without an
officiating priest; but it seems, according to
Your system, that the great sin offering of
which all the rest were nothing but figures,
and which is expressly called ““the propitia-
tion for the sins of the whole world,” was of-
fered up without any officiating priest either
human or divine. But, Sir, there is nothing
here but what your system requires; for if
the High Priest of our profession was such a
being as you represent, he could neither offi-
ciate with any success on earth nor in heaven,
without a new nature.

3. Your system appears dreadful to every
candid and pious mind, when it includes
the idea that the buman nature of Christ re-
quired to be regenerated.} Here let your
leader again speak: *“ X count it goud, thus
carly, to make an important distinction be-
tween sinful flesh in the regencrate and unre-
generate state ; and while I assert that Christ’s
Hlesh was in the former, utterly to deny that
it was in the Jatter condition.” Now this vir-
tually says more than that the holy virgin
was an ungodly girl, or in her unregenecrate
state at the conception: it says, that the

Mr. Fraser’s Letter on Irvingism.

human nature of the Mediator was regenerat-
ed, for you cull that ¢ holy thing born of her,”
““ sinful flesh—sinful body, and fallen soul.”
And could that see the Kingdom of God,
without regeneration, in his case more than
in ours? So your system consistently styled
him  the perfect man of regeneration.” But
my dear Sir, no more perfect in heart than
publicans and harlots, it hehad * a diabolical
feeling,” and  that every species of wicked-
ness was inherent in his humanity.” But
when, Sir, was that only begotten Son of God
regenerated or born again?  When was *“ he
who knew no sin,” but which your blasphe-
mous creed calls ¢ sinful flesh—sinful sub-
stance—sinful body-—sinlesssinner,” renewed
andmadeanew creature? I freely confess, that
my very soul stands astonished and horrified
at such presumptuous and blasphemous lan-
guage as this. It is more than the madness
of the prophet Balaam: it is bringing *a
railing accusation against the Lord of Glory.”
My dear Sir, read, cre it be too late, what
the Apostle has written concerning you,
““ there shall be false teachers among you, who
privily shall bring in damnable heresies even
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring
upon themselves swift destruction.”—2 Peter,
ii. 1.—Renounce, renounce, Sir, your heresy
before the public, whose faith you are over-
throwing; for it is no other than ashipwreck
of the Christian faith.

4. Your system denies the atonement of
the Lord Jesus Christ; for if the priest was
corrupt in his nature, he could not officiate
at the altar with any more success than the
sons of Aaron; and if the sacrifice offered
was “sinful substance,” “asinful body and a
fallen soul”, “ possessed of every variety of
human wickedness,” the offerer would be ac-
cursed for offering such an unholy thing; and
s0, according to this, he never could, he never
did take away sin, by the sacrifice of himself.
But perhaps you believe that, like the sons of
Aaran, he first made atonement for himself!
for this your Teacher virtually affirms, when
he says that “ His creature nature, a part
and parcel of the fallen and rebellious crea-
tion, in reconciling which he reconciled all.*”
In other words, Christ made reconciliation to
God for his own corrupt nature, or for him-
self; for we cannot speak of his nature dis-
tinct from himself. Ts it possible to read this
statement without feelings of the deepest hor-
ror? This is so repugnant to all Scripture,
so subversive of all faith, and all religion, that
it requires no refutation.

5. Your system is self-righteous, aud ruin-
ous to society, in holding out that both the
righteousness of the law and of faith are our
own performance. Let Mr. Irving speak

* Haldane's answer to Drammond.
t Irving on our Lord’s Humanity, p. 3.

* Irvingon our Lord's Humanity, preface. Dun-

can’s Letter to Iriving, p. 7; ib. 32. -
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again: hesays, ¢ By the power which Christ l
in flesh of sin put forth to condemn the sin |
in the flesh, we are enabled to fulfil the right-
eousness of the law, and what is far higher,
the righteousness of faith.,” But, Sir, I ask
how could we fulfil, by aid or without aid, a
righteousuess which was fulfilled, published
to the world, and the means of justification
to thousands, 1800 years before we were born? |
How unlike the language of the Apostle,
¢ Christ is the end of the law for righteousness
to every one that believeth.” ¢ It is unto all
and upon all them that believe”.  * Now to
him that worketh is the reward not reckoned
of grace, but of debt; but to him that work-
eth not, but believeth in him that justifieth
the ungodly, bis faith is counted for righteous-
ness,”  “ By the obedience of one shall many
be made righteous.” And surely we had no
part in fulfilling that obedieuce; neither can
we possess it, without faith.

6. Your system is unscriptural and dan-
gerous, in calling the life of Christ the ac-
complishment of his trimnph.* Here your
leader again says: “Was his life the com-
plete and unfailing accomplishment of his
triumph? I answer, Yea, verily X believe
itwas.” The Seriptures, Sir, and all orthodox
Christians believe the death of Christ to be
the accomplishment of his triumph; so the
apoestie says, ““ having destroyed principalities
aud powers, he made a show of them openly,
triumpling over them in it,” that is, on the
cross. Hence the apostle went every where
preaching the cross, and glorying in the
eross; and it is from this that our peace,
comforts, and hope must flow, or clse we
believe in vain. In this, Sir, you so far
agree with the Socinians, who deny the
scriptural doctrine of atonement, and, ac-
cording to a self-righteous notion of things,
make every thing of his life. But be free,
Sir: tell the world what you do mean by
this triumph in which you so much glory.
It is nothing less than a combat between the
divinity and humanity of Christ. Here,
again, your teacher says, 1 The second great
head of our Lord's humiliation was his con-
test with sin jp the flesh.”  Yes, you mean
in his own flesh, which your system calls
““ sinful flesh”,—* sinful substance”—*¢ liable
and inclined to every thing the law interdic-
ted”——¢ possessed of a diabolical feeling” and |
“every species of wickedness which hath
ever heen realized.” But he further explains
himself on this dreadful doctrine, and we |
shall clearly see where the combat was; and |
so he says: “ Having met all sin, and all
weakness, and all mortality, and all corrup- |
tion, and all devils, and all creature oppres- «
sion, aud all creature rebellion in Ais flesh— +
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in his body, he strangled them there ; he resist-
ed, heovercume, he captured them.” Here now,
Christian reader, mark the region of combat,
¢ his flesh—in his body.” Be not mistaken—
he adds :— “ It is thus that God is glorified
by the Godhead contending against sin in the
flesh, overcoming it and proving it to be
weaker than God in its own region.” And
to conclude, he says that * Christ's flesh
did carry up to him every form of se-
duction.™ 1t might as well besaid that Christ
tempted Clirist, as that his humanity pre-
sented to bis divimty every torm of seduction.
Really, Sir, such horrid sentiments are
envugh to make a person’s blood run cold,
‘Lhey surpass every thing that ever I read.

7. Your common sentiment, * that all the
world are pardoned and saved already,” is a
wost unscriptural and dangerous doctrine.
(1) 1t has a tendency to lull careless people
asleep in their sins. ‘L housands believe that
their sins ave pardoned, when not a fact;
and their faith, although of your kind, has
nosaving influeuce on their heart.  (2) Lob-
Ject to the idea, because it places pardon be-
tore faith and repentance, while the apostle
would have it after them. “Repent ye
thevefore, and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out”.—Acts ifi. 19, * Ke-
pent, therefore, ot this thy wickedness, and
pray God, if perhaps the thoughts of thine
heart may be forgiven thee.”—Acts viii, 22.
(3) I further object to the idea, because it
virtually says that a man is justified before
repentance and faith ; for whatis justification
but a full remission of all sins, and a clearing
of the individual froin the condemnation of
the law, by the imputation of the righteous-
ness of the just dymg in the roon of the un-
Just, as the apostle says, “ It is unto all and
upon all them that belteve.” (4) I he Scrip-
tures, Sir, make a distinction between the
saved and the lost in this aflair; but you
make none. You say, theyare all aved al-
ready; but the Saviour himself says, “ He
that believeth aud is baptized shall be saved,
but he that believeth not shall be' damneg.”
Why, sir, I could hardly believe that you
or any other under the name of a Preacher,
should ever advance and try to support such
a sentiment, so much in the fare of all the
Bible—had I not the evidence of my own ears,
and that to myself personally, on the bridge

§ above Bytown. Yes, Sir, you taldme, and that

before witnesses, that I was saved whether
I would believe it or not, and at the same
time told me that 1 had the lie of the devil,”
*and that the love of God was not in me,”
while you had no provoeation for the samne,
for you expressed yourself offended by my
Kindness. A salvation, Sir, that wouid

* Duncan’s Letter. p. 36, £ 1h. p. 35--25- 5. l

* Dunean’s Letter 1o teving, . 35,
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leave me sithout the love of God-—iith the
lie of the devil—under condennation and
wrath—in the gall of bitterness and bonds of
iniquity, and lost at last—is a salvation I
neither preach nor desire,

8. A great part of your preaching is a rail-
ing accusation against the Church of Christ ;
the traly pious and religious part of every
Protestant denomination in particular; for I
hear you gave the preference to the Roman
Catholics.  If you had been preaching against
their evil things, you wauld ouly have been
doing them an act of kinduess, even washing
their feet.  But is this your work in defim-
ing the Lord of glory—perverting the doc-
trines of the atonement—faith—repentance,
and eternal salvation ; calling their Bible So-
cieties, Missionary Societies, Sabbath School
Societies, &e., &e., the invention and wark of
the devil, and money matters, These things
need not, at this Jate hour, be defended,
while we are sure it is our duty to be em-
ployed in the circulation of the word of God
to every nation under heaven,—to preach the
gospel, to instruct the ignorant, and be zeal-
ous in every good avd perfect work. I
grant, if some of these things were done by
the church in church capacity, I would pre-
fer it; but as it is, I am willing to love and
support it, for I believe Gud is before me,
and hasy made this principle of uuion, the
spring of a great deal of blessing to the world,

9. 1 object to your church as false and
anti-Christian, led as she is by false prophets,
false apostles, false miracles, and false tonygues.
Thete inspired and extraordinary ufficers and
gifts continue with us by the volume of in-
spiration, to confirm the gospel,—confirm
the hope, and guide the faith, of the church
of God; and they dircet us to refuse you
the titles, as you canuot show your creden-
tials. If you have now apostles, let then
show the signs of apostles ; if you have pro-
phets, let them prophesy; and if you have
tongues, let them be used to some good pur-
pose. Attempts have heen made, even be-
fore Mr. Tiving’s congregation; but uuhap-
pily the gibberish was not understond by any
ia that vast assembly. But come down,
Sir, and give us a Gaelic sermon, and 1}
shall admit your claims, and pay your expense.

10. Your system and your practice are
full of the grossest inconsistencies that ever
were known under the sun.  What can be
the mezning of the “ sinless sinner?”  You
make the body of Christ a fallen bady, and
his soul a fallen soul; and attribute to him
evil passions, evit inclinations, and every
sprecies of wickedness; and hold him guilt-
less in heart and soul, after all. But this,
Sir, is no more inconsistent than your con-
duct; for on the bridge of Bytown, while
quite in ki fuess, Xasked your opinion as
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to whether there were many plous people in
Bytown or not, the field of your Inbours,
you said, quite hurt, that you had no right
to judge; but, in a few moments, you had
no difficulty to judge that the fove of Gad
was not in me.  You call benevolent institu-
tions, money matters; while you surpass all
others in this matter. Do not you keep your
maney box at the door of your place of wor-
ship, and plead for your right to tithes;
and, although dissenting from the church,
plead for the connection of church and state 7
Yea, the disciples cannot in this be above
their master, who st one time threw down
his gold wateh, I believe, in a missionary
cullection, but aftecwards taught you to call
it the work of the devil; who would have
the poor Missionary go to the end of the
earth without purse or mouey, while he him.
self lived in the boson of his 1000 communi-
cants, with his £300 Sterling a year.

Further; you hold sprinkling to be bap.
tism; andIam told re-sprinkle your converts,
while you hold and use infant sprinkling at
the same time.  Are these the preachers thae
are to bring the church back to a consistent
and Seriptural state in faith and practice?
No wonder that you rail so much against all
pacties, for really you vitally differ from all
churches, all religion, and even common
sense.

Lastly : T object to your creed us not comn.
ing from the Bible, but from the fanciful,
fanatical, and heretical lady Madame Antonia
Bourignon, whose seventh ercar was * assert-
ing the siuful corruption of Clrist’s human
nature, and a rebelion in Christ’s natural
will to the will of God.” In 1700, Dr.
Georgze Garden, of Aberdeen, was suspended
and deposed by the church of Scotland, fur
this heresy 5 aud I believe that Mr. Edward
Irving, your teacher, was the next suspended
and deposed, in 1831, for the same heresy
by the very same church; and every ane
knows that they are not teo strict in disci-
pline, on cither faith or practice; and they
bore long, very lung, with Mr. Irving. But
I'must come to aclose, and pass for the moment
some other dangerous errors of your leaders,
such as that God zave to Adam ** sinful flesh,
that is flesh as well as mind always ready to
be gratified, and to call for gratification with.
out reference to God;™ that it is ““serving a
system to say that Adam or even Abraham
was under the law.”  Were they not under
the law of God for their day, Sir? Again,
that the work of Christ was a * perilons
wark,” which includes the blasphemous idea
that there was a danger of miscarriage ot
Sailing ; andsin is spuken of asan indispensable
characteristic of human natuve, while it is
only an accident that happened to it; for
human nature was in Adam, is in Christ,
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and shall be 1n the salnts, complete without
it. 'They further say that the doctrine of
Christ’s® substitution is o mere figure and
not a fact; and “ that timputation is a
figure to express a reality, and that that real-
ity is the incarnation of the second person in
Deity.”  So it seems, Sir, you do not believe
the dactrine of the imputation of our sins to
Christ, or of his righteousness to us, in the
matter of salvation, Really, Sir, this is
sweeping away every thing dear to a Christ-
inn's heart with ene strake, But you have
goue tou tar, Siv, to deceive any in the light
of day. Your wisdom is to keep your sys-
tem in the dark, and which T fear vou do.
Bat here I have made an humble attempt to
bring it to the light before the pnblic mind ;
and now let them compare it with the ward
of Gad, the only rule of our faith and practive;;
and may the spirit of all grace lead them
aright to a_fair decision, and the enjoyment
of eternal life by Christ Jesus our Lord, I
have now done, Sir, and God knows that I
here address you with nolove of controversy;
but, grieved at the spread of sach mortal
errars, and the perversion of the pubiic mind,
and desirous to lead you and your disciples
to the faith once delivered to the saints, I

{
!

have thought it to be my duty, and I remain |

your humble servant,
Wirntiav Fraser.
To Me.

. Preacher at Bytown,
B .
CREDULITY AND SCEPTICISM.

Which of these two states of mind
is most injurions to the individual,
and to society, is a question of somne
importancetodecide ; since all human
beings are more or less exposed to
their influence.  Whatever tendency
there may be in particular minds to
the one or the other infirmity, these
native tendencies may Le checked or
counteracted by proper consideration
and judicious treatment.

By credulity we are induced to

believe any thing on insufficient evi- . .
‘ numerous, are scarcely luss glaring ;

dence; and by scepticism we are
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this purpose is either naturally endow-
ed with, or has acquired by exercise,
a power of discerning the quality of
evidence and estimating its weight,
Precipitation and fear are the com-
panions of eredulity 5 inditference and
pride ave often found in connection
with seepticism,

In credulous persons we generally
find gross ignorance, mental weak-
ness, or a predominance of imagin-
ation over judgment; or all these
united. They receive the most wild
and extravagant stories, as absolute
truths, and cherish the most mon-
strous and absurd notions in opposi-
tion to all the laws of reason and pro-
bability. The silly and strange fables
of the Indian Shaster, the voluptuous
fictions of Mahomet’s Koran, the
ridiculous traditions of the Jewish
Rabbies, aud the mercenary legends
of Popish priests, are all blindly and
cagerly swallowed by the vulgar
erowd of devotees, who never think
or reason for themselves, but yicld
implicitly to their blind or artful
leaders.  Mr. Ward, the late Buptist
Missionary to Serampore, assures us
that the Hindoos have thirty-three

. millions of Gods; and the transfor-
“mations of these deities, together

with the rites by which they arc ap-

" peased and honoured, are sueh as one

taught to hesitate or doubt where we -

ought to believe. Unquestionably
the right state of mind is that which
is equally distant from both these ex-
tremities, which can examine impar-

tially before it decides, and which for !

¥ Candid Examination, p. 50—51.
t No. 3, Morning Watch.

would suppuse no sound mind could
admit for a momeut; and yet that
the mass of the people really believe
what the Brahamins tell them, is ren-
deved in the highest degree probable
by the cruel privations and sutferings
to which they submit in consequence
of their faith. The absurdities of
Mohammedanism, though not equally

and the superstitions of the Jewish
Talmudists, and the popish monks,

“are not less revolting to reasou and

common sense, though believed by
multitudes through blind credulity.
But not to distant ages, or foreign
nations, heathen lands, or Popish de-
votees, is the influence of credulity
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confined. Protestants, in our own
age and country, have been by no
means exempt from displays of this
weakness. The followers of Richard
Brothers, and Joanna Southeott, and
the miraculous healers, and even of
Edward Irving, shew that the race
is not extinct, even in England, while
the belief in good and bad omens,
the efficacy of spells and charms, the
reality of ghosts and apparitions, the
mighty power and prophetic intelli-
gence of the stars, is in some instances
as strong though not so general in ex-
tent, as in the fifteenth century.—
Natural phenomena, too, as well as
religious truth, have also been con-
templated through the same pervert-
ing medium. The following curious
instanee of popular prejudice, is re-
corded by the late Mr. Parkinson in
his very instructive work on Z%e or-
ganic Remains of a former world :
* Qur landlady, taking up a stone
resembling those she had seen in the

road, but much smaller-—this, said

she, is a petrified snake, with which

this part of the country abounds.:

These were fairies, and once the in-

habitants of these parts, who, for
their crimes, were changed first into !

snakes, and then into stones. Here,
said she, shewing us a stone of a con-

ical form, is one of the fairy night-

Credulity and Scepticism.

! continually diminishing the number of
those who receive and perpetuate
errors through the impulse of blind
or hasty credulity. It is not ignor-

“ance alone, or even imbecility of
mind, that gives rise to credulity ; for

" instances are to be met with of learn-

,ed men, of strong minds and culti-

vated talents, who have manifested

: this jmperfection. In these cases

, there may probably be some defeet

. of balance among the mental powers,

; some undue predominance of imagin-
ation or fancy over the other facu!-
ties. John Wesley and Dr. Johnson
were examples of this class—a com-
paratively small one ;—and their cre-
dulity was confined within narrow

’ limits, and extended but to few ob-

Jects.

Scepticism is the opposite disposi-
tion or Labit; it disbelieves or doubts
when ample evidence is brought be-
fore it to command its assent. Among
the causes which produce it may be
mentioned the pride of singularity,
| impatience, perverseness, and the
latent indulgence of corrupt pas-
“sions, It is a most uncomfortable
state of mind, and it practically acted
Cupon to its utmost extent, would put
lan end at once to all decision and
lexertion. It is sufficiently unreason-
able and injurious in common eu-

f

caps, now also become a stone. Do, | quiries and the daily affairs of life;
madam, observe; is it possible that | but in religion itis not less destruetive
lace-work so beautiful as this, should | to the soul than it is absurd in itself.
ever be worked by human hands? ; Under the pretence that trath is un-
This, said she, and that, are pieces of | attainable by so short-sighted a crea-

the bones of giants, who came to live
here when the race of fairies was
destroyed. These bones, she inform-
ed us, were frequently dug up in se-
veral parts of the country, as well as

innumerable thunderbolts, some of

which she shewed us, stating that
these were the very thunderbolts with
which these people were, in their
turn, also destroyed.” Many of us
can recollect hearing storics in some
respects similar, though there is ne
doubt that increasing knowledge is

; ture as man, the seepties inculcated
the necessity of keeping the mind in
perpetual hesitation and suspense up-
on all points of enquiry, examining
every thing and determining nothing
—for ever hovering about truth, but
never daring to alight upon any thing
as possessing this attribute. Nothing,
then, is to be believed, or cared
about as worthy of belief. The
withering and pernicious influence of
siuch a notion s equally obvious aml
degrading.  “ We see many praple,

i
'
{
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(says Sir Philip Sidney) who hold
themselves contented with the know-
ing of untruth, without seeking after
the truth ; and with the mockery of
superstitions, without seeking the pure
and true religion.” Thus do infidels
trifle still.  They endeavour to shake
all testimony, to darken reason, to
discredit revelation, to blot out the
hope of immortality, and banish the
deity from his own creation.  « Eter-
nal God,” exclaims the eloquent
Robert Hall, “on what are thine
enemies intent?  What are those en-
terprizes of guilt and horror, that,
for the safety of their performers, re-
quire to be enveloped in a darkness
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inquiry into its truth, nor upon a
critical examination of those doubts
which are generally brought against
it. They arose, as is usual in such
cases, from a very general and super-
ficial knowledge of religion on one
side, and much inclination to disobey
on the other, together with a readi-
ness to entertain any objection which
I discovered against it.” This is the
true secret of all pretended rejections
of the truth upon conviction: “in-
fidels are against the Bible, because
the Bible is against them.” Another
instance in point is that given by Mr.
Cecil, who, in referving to that
part of his life which was spent in

which the eye of hcaven must not! dissipation, declares that while he

pierce 7 Miserable men '—proud of
being the offspring of chance,—in
love with universal disorder, whose
happiness is involved in the belief
of there being no witness to their de-
signs, and who are at ease only be-
cause they suppose themselves in-
habitants of a forsaken and fatherless
world 1”

From a state of mind so unfavour-
able to the investigation of truth,
some have been happily recovered;
and their confessions, after the
change, have clearly shewn the origin
of their infidelity. The notorious
Earl of Rochester confessed to Bishop
Burnet that his licentious practices
prepared and disposed him to em-
brace infidel principles; and that
even when disputing against the being
of a God, to please his dissolute
companions, his consecience would
often revelt against his practice. Of
the Bishop’s Life of this nobleman, &
monument of converting grace, Dr.
Johnson affirmed that “ the eritic

ought to read it for its elegance, the

philosopher for its arguments, and the
saint for its piety.”

Count Struensee, once a determin-
ed infidel, afterwards a humble Christ-
ian, ingenuously owns—“ My un-
belief and aversion to religion were
founded neither upon an accurate

i

felt that though company kept up his
spirits, solitude shook bis system to
its base and rendered him wretched,
He says, “ When I wasin the depths
of infidelity, I was afraid to read any
author who treated Christianity in a
wize, dispassionate, and searching
manuer. e inade me uneasy ; con-
science would guther strength. I
found it more difficult to stifie her
remonstrances.” Thesearetestimonies
of inestimable value, as indicating the
mental and moral process in the case
of those who, having examined both
sides of the qquestion, and brought the
opposing priuciples to the test of rea-
son and experiment, are enabled to
render a true account of the whole
matter,

How heartless and discouraging is
the morbid confession of Hume, the
most subtile and ensnaring of modern
unbelievers: “’The intense view of
these manifold contradictions and im-
perfections in human reason, has so
wronght upon me and heated my
brain, that I am ready to reject all
belief and reasoning, and can look
upon no eopinion even as more pro-
bable or likely than another,” What
a brilliant light to dispel the obscuri-
ties of philosophical speculation !
What a trust-worthy guide through
the mazes of historical research!
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When this reckless spirit invades
our moral. reasonings, and sets the
heart loose from all the claims of
duty, and all the pleadings of con-
science, how melancholy the result.
What a wreck of every thing valyable
in the hopes of man—what desolation
on the shores of a limitless eternity.
One master-mind has described the
sad catastrophe, and another has
traced it to its more unwiul conse-
quences. < As I kuow not whenee I
came,” says DPascal, personating a
miserable sceptie, “so neither do I
know whither I am going. 1 only
know that, upon leaving this world,
I fall for ever into a state of annihi- |
lation, or into the hands of an incens- |
ed God ; without comprehending to |
which of these two states I am to
look forward. as my eternal heritage. |
Beliold, then, my condition ; replete |
with wretchedness, weakness, aud ;
obscurity ! Nevertheless,upon the re- .
view of all this, I conclude that I.
have nothing to do but to pass my
days without giving myseif any con- |
cern about my future destiny.” « But
what,” enquires Mr, Hall, “if it be
lawful to indulge such a thought,
what would be the funeral obsequies
of a lost soul? Where shall we find
the tears fit to be wept at such a
spectacle,—or, covld we realize the
calamity in allits extent, what tokens
of commiseration and concern would
be decmed equal to the cccasion”
Would it suffice for the sun to veil
his light, and the moon her bright-
ness; to cover ihe ocean with mourn-
ing, and the heavens with sackcloth ;
or, wzre the whole fabric of nature
15 pecome animated and vocal, would
it be possible for her to utcer a groan
too deep, or a cry too piercing, to
express the magnitude and extent of
such a catastrophe ?”

From this comparison, which might
have been much extended, between
the two evils of credulity and scepti-
cism, it will not be difficult to decide

which is the more injurious to the

Credulity and Scepticism.

individual and to society. Every
thinking and couscientious man will
be desirous to be delivered from both
extremes, and to * possess his soul
in patience” as to what he admits and
what he disbelieves. It is wise and
important so to cultivate the mental
powers as to leave the mind open to
conviction; to enable it to discern
the quality and weight of evidence,
and to yield to its force; to receive
nothing upon trust which is capable
of proot, ur where it can be ohtain-
ed; and in every case to hesitate no
longer than to determine on which
side the evidence preponderates.  Of
the two, however, it appears that
seepticism is far more dangerous and
pernicious than credulity, with all its
weakness and frivolity, and ought to
he guarded against with the utmost
care. Though it is probable that
Pyrrho, the founder of the sceptical
system in the schools of philosophy,
foresaw not the absurd extent to which
it would be carvied, it is not reason-
able to suppose that a <ystem thus
founded on doubt and clouded with
uncertainty, could either teach tenets
of any importance, or prescribe a
certain rule of conduet ; and accord-
ingly we find that its followers were
entirely guided by chance and fecl
ing. Credulity may believe too
much,—may imbibe many errors to-
gether with important truth,—may
disquiet herself with unnecessary
fears,—and sometimes deprive her
self of permitted pleasures. Seepti-
cism believesnothing, realizes nothing
enjoys nothing ; equally destitute of
fears that deter from vice, and of
hopes that allure to virtue,-—having
no true enjoyment of the life that
now is, and no promise of blessed-
ness in the life that is to come. B

et

Tue Heart—In the worst o
times there is still more cause to com
plain of an evil heart, than of an esil
and corrupt world. Prov. xzx. 2.
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REMARKS on a Criticism in No. 4, p. 76.

A Correspondent observes—< The
construction that « Vu” would give is,
indecd, the only one that can be given
to the Septuagint; but I am not so
certain that that is the casc also with
the Hebrew.

The word Roshaicham has a pro-
nominal affix, but not, as it appears to
wme, a personal pronominal athx. If
“ Nu' will have the goodnessto turn to
Frey’'s Hebrew Grammar, page 43,
he will find this pronominal affix, and
that its meaning is not ye, but your.

Will « Vo give me an instance of
the pronominal affix, eckam, being
used in the sense of ye, either abso-
lutely or in regimen? Does he re-
quest me to give him instances of the
use of it in the possessive sense? 1
can give him as many as he ncedeth.
Dibraicham, your words ; Gen. xlii.
16, 20. Josh. ii. 21.  Job xxxii. 11.
Jer. slii. 4. Baaicham, your sons,
which occurs every where, is a word
of the same class. In Gen. xlii. 33,
the words your brethren, your house-
holds, are of the same form. But to
produce the thousandth part is need-
less.

It is my opinion, then, with all de-
ference to « Vu,” whom, by the way, I
have not the pleasure of knowing,
the plain meaning of this phrase is,
according to the Hebrew, Lift up, O
ye gates, your heads. This sense, as
[ conceive, is confirmed by the latter
part of the verse, and the whole scope
of the Psalm. Why should it be
thought that a different object is ad-
dressedin thelatter part than in the for-
mer?  Yet the Septuagint rende-s it
differently. The speaker there does
not speak to the heads or leaders, but
the gates, And what reason can be
assigned for rendering the word pulé
in the accusative in one place, and in
the nominative in the other? It is
not a command to the gates fo de
lifted up, 4. e. by their chiefs; for
neither the Hebrew word yehboshu,
e attollite vos, nor the Greek Epar-

théte, atollite, will bear that construc-
tion, Should * /Vu” be disposed to
enquire why the command should be
repeated to the same persons in the
same verse, I answer this by asking,
why is it repeated in the very same
words in verse 9? DBut the repetition
ismade with great propriety and grace-
fulness, to show the extreme reluc-
tance of the one party to grant, and
of the carnestness of the other to
obtain, admission.

It has been considered that this
Psalm was written by David upon
the removal of the ark from the housc
of Obed-cdom to the city and place
which he had prepared for it, and
perhaps having in his eye the Temple
where it should be more permanently
fixed. And considering the Temple
a type of the church, and the ark of
the indwelling Deity, why may we
not understand the words in question
as addressed to the church? I eun
see nothing against this. Vide Isa. Ix,
11; Rey. iii, 20; Deut. v. 2. The
chureh, by her drowsiness, apathy, and
lukewarmness seems in the present
day to have driven the Lord from
her, Isa. lix. 2. But he is desirous
to return, and re-occupy his rest. This
view of the subject is strengthened
by what is said in verses 83—,
which, I conceive, express an enquiry,
and ananswerto it. 'Who are proper
persons to become members of the
Church of Christ? Acts ii. 47. The
church being composed of such
characters, the Lord Jesus is most
solicitous to obtain his residence in
the midst of her. Lift up, ye gates,
your feads, and lift up yourselves, ye
eternal doors, and the King of glory
shall come in.  Come in, thou King
of glory, and subdue every thing that
opposes thy reign.’

PR .
SPREAD OF BAPTIST PRINCIPLES
IN ENGLAND.

The Rev. Edward Battiscombe,
A. M., late fellow of King's College,
Cambridge, has resigned his fellow-
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ship, and renounced his connection
with the Church of England, having
joined the Baptist denomination. On
the 9th of June, he assisted as a Bap-
tist Minister, in the opening of a new
Chapel at Haslingfield, in Cambridge-
shire.

We had previously received infor-
mation in private letters from Eng-
land, that several members of the
respectable Society of Friends or
Quakers, having become convinced
of the perpetuity of the ordinance,
were baptized by the Rev. J. J.
Davies, at Tottenham, near London;
and we have now upon our table a
printed copy of a very interesting
Document, written by one of them,
and entitled 4 Treatise on Baptism,

by a Member of the Society of

Friends. Weregard this, not merely
in the light of a curiosity, as coming
from one of a community distinguish-
ed for rejecting the Christian sacra-
ments altogether, but as a gratifying
proof of the existence of calm en-
quiry, and the result of it in leading
men to the truth on these points, i. e.
the perpetuity, mode, and subjects of
Christian Baptism.

Frow the London Patriot news-
paper we learn that the daughter of
Luke Howard, Esq. of Acworth, the
celebrated Chemist and Philosopher,
was baptized by Mr. Isaac Crewdson
on the 24th of June last; that since
then her father, Mr. Howard, receiv-
ed thesame ordinance; and that Miss
Maria Hack, the authoress of many
valuable works, and sister to the well-
known and esteemed Poet, Bernard
Barton, was also baptized by Mr. C.
on the 3d of July. All these parties
we believe, are members of the So-
ciety of Friends.

———
TRUTH.

[Whatever God reveals to us as
Truth, is worthy of our deepest at-
tention and reverence. Gratitude for
the condescension of the Infinite

Truth.

mind, and a persuasion of the benetit
arising to ourselves from the dis-
coveries thus made to us, equally
urge upon us this devout regard to
the oraclesof God. Ifwe could have
found out for ourselves whatever is
necessary for us to know of the
character of God, and our own con-
dition; if we knew, without Ilis
teaching, how to avert his anger, se-
cure his favour, obtain the pardon of
our sins, and inherit eternal life, in-
difference to the communications of
Heaven would be less to be deplored.
But since the contrary is the case, it
is equally criminal and dangerous to
indulge it. If the Apostle John
uttered a correct sentiment when he
said, “1 have no greater joy than tu
see my children walk in Truth,” an
indifference to it must be one of the
worst symptoms of decline which the
church can exhibit. Whether there
be any tendeney to such a state, we
leave others to determine; but we
have our fears. At all events, the
counsels of a profound and acute ob-
server of the “signs of the times” will
not be deemed unreasonable now;
they may at least warn us against
possible danger. The following pas-
sages occur in the first of a series of
letters written by the late Andrew
Fuller on the Importarce of Truth
and of a right belicf of it. They
were first printed, we believe, in the
English Baptist Magazine for 1838,
To us they appear of more than or-
dinary value.]

I have sometimes wondered why it
should be thought more criminal t
disobey what God commands than
to disbelieve what he declares. Cer-
tainly, if any master ofa family came
into his own house, and told a plair
tale from his own knowledge, and if
any of the family were to affect to
doubt it, he would take it as ill asif
they refused to do what he command-
ed. Yea, for ought I know, moreso;
for to call in question his integrity,
would probably be more heinous in
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his view, than merely to disregard his
authority.

There are two passages of Holy
Writ that have especially struck my
mind on this subject. One is, that
solemn piece of advice given by the
wise man—* Buy the truth, and
sell it not.” He does not name the
price, because its value was beyond
all price.  Aswhen we advise a friend
to purchase some very valuable and
necessary article, we say—< Buy it—
give what you will for it—let nothing
part you”  So here—¢Buy it at any
rate. It cannot be too dear! give
up ease, wealth, or reputation, rather
than miss it! part with your most
darling prejudices, preconceived no-
tions, beloved lusts, or any thing else
that may stand in the way! And
having got it, make much of it—sel/
i not ! no, not for any price! make
shipwreck of any thing rather than of
faith and a good conscience! part
with life itself rather than with divine
truth” But why so tenacious of
truth, if, after all, it is of little or no
umportance ?

The other passage that has cs-
pecially struck my mind, is that me-
morable commission of our Lord,
*Go yeinto all the world, and preach
the Gospel to every creature: he that
believeth and is baptized shall be
saved, but he that believeth not shall
be damned.” He that believeth—
what? The Gospel, no doubt, which
they were commissioned to preach.
As if he had said, ¢ Go preach the
Gospel : he that shall receive your
message, and evidenee it by a sub-
mission to my authority, shall be
saved : but he that shall reject it, let
him see to it—he shall be damned?’
This is very awful, and ought to ex-
cite us, instead of playing with truth
and error, seriously to cxamine whe-
ther we be in the faith !

W hat is believing the Gospel, but
heartily admitting what it implies and
what it declares?  What, hut admit-
tmg that God is an infinitely amiable
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being, and that his law is “holy and
Jjust and good?” for otherwise, the
sacrifice of Christ for the breach of
it would have been injustice and
cruclty. What, but admitting that
sin is an infinite evil, and that we are
infinitely to blame for breaking God’s
law without any provocation? for if
otherwise, aninfinite atonement would
not have been required ; God would
have accepted sume other sacrifice,
rather than have given up his own
Son. What, but admitting that we
are utterly depraved and lost, lying
entirely at God's discretion? If he
save us alive, we live; or, if we have
our portion with devils, with whom
we have sided against him, he and
his throne are guiltless. This is im-
plied in the Gospel of a ecrucified
Saviour; forif we had not been utter-
ly lost, we had not needed a Saviour
—at least such a greatone. In fine:
what is it but admitting that the plan
of redemption isa plan full of infinite
glory, the device of infinite wisdom,
the expression of infinite love, the
work of infinite power, and the dis-
play of infinite glory, justice, and
faithfulness >—a plan originating in
the heart of God, effccted by means
the most astonishing, and productive
of ends the most glorious '—no less
glorious, than the eternal honour of
its author, the triumph of truth and
righteousness, the confusion of Satan,
the destruction of sin, and the holi-
ness and happiness of a number of
lost sinners which no man can num-
ber !—a plan this, therefore, “ worthy
of all acceptation!” worthy of being
approved and acquiesced in with all
the heart! These, I think, are some
of the principal truths which the Gos-
pel exhibits: and whosoever really
believes them shall be saved.

On the other hand, what is it to
disbeliere the Gospel, but to remain
under a persuasion that God is not
such an infinitely amiable heing as to
he worthy of heingloved with all the

\ heartand soul and mind and strength *
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—that therefore his law is too striet,
and, if it must extend to the heart,
too broad, requiring more than ought
to be required, especially of fallen
creatures ?—that, consequently, a
breach of it is not so very eriminal as
to deserve damnation 2—that if God
were to damn us, it would be a very
hard and cruel thing?—that we are
not so depraved and lost, but that if
God were but to deal fairly with us,
we should do very well without a
Saviour, or at least without such a
Saviour, and such a salvation as is al-
together of grace P—that there is no
such excellence in the Saviour that
we should choose it—so choose it,
however, as to be willing to have our
pride mortified, and our lusts sacri-
ficed to it?—in fine: that there isno
need for such an ado about the con-
cerns of our souls—no nced to be-
come new creatures, to be at war
with all sin, to make religion our daily
business? This I take to be nearly
what the Scriptures mean by unbelicf.
The belief of the gospel has attached
to it the promise of salvation, and the
disbelief of it the threatening of dun-
nation.

You have observed, I dare say, that
it is very common to represent truth,
and the belief of it, as of small ac-
count, and morality asall in all; nay
more, that the preachiug of the for-
mer is the way to subvert the latter.
And yet, how easy were it to prove
that this is no other than destroying
the means in order to effect the ¢cnd !
Whatever may be pretended, I believe
it will be found that all sin springs
from error, or the belief of some falsc-
hood; and all holy actions from the
belicf of the truth. The former ap-
pears in that the will of man is so con-
stituted as never to choose any thing
batan apparent good. It is impossible
we should choose what appears to us
at the same time and in the same res-
peets unlovely.  Thercfore, whenever

we chaose evil, we must belicve evil | shall be fed,”

Truth.

a falsehood. This the scripture re-
presents as calling “evil good, and
good evil.” And thus, all vice springs
from error, or false views of things.
On the other hand, whatever therc
may be of what is called morality,
there is no real obedience to God, or
true holiness in the world, but what
arises from a conviction of the truth,
Does holiness, for instanee, consist in
love to God? what love can there be
to God, but in proportion as we dis-
cern the infinite excellency of his
nature? Does it consist in abhor-
ring sin? How can we do this any
further than we understand and be-
lieve its odious nature? Does it con-
sist in repentance for sin? certainly
there can be nothing of this, but as
we understand the obligations we arc
under, and the unreasonableness and
vileness of acting contrary to them.
Or does it consist in prizing salvation?
this will be in proportion as we be-
lieve our lost estate. From whence
spring those heavenly virtues of fear,
contentment, diligence in divine or-
dinances, acquiescence in the will of
God, humility, &c., but from a con-
vietion of the truth? God proclaims
before the universe, “l1 AM THE
Lorp!” This truth realized, or
heartily believed, begets a holy fear
towards this feacful name. God, in
his word, declares the vanity of all
things under the sun, and the weight
of future bliss. A belief of thes
truths damps inordinate anxicty, aud
raises our desires after a glorious im-
mortality. God declares that a day
in his courts is better than a thousamd
clsewhere. A belicfof this will mak
us carncst and constant in our attend-
ance—will make us leave our farms
ana merchandize, and all, to comt
and worship in his house. God has
promised, “I will never leave thece
nor forsake thee:"—that “they who
trust in the Lord and do good, shall
dwell in the laud, aad verily they
A helief of this calms

te be lovely : that is, we must helicve | and composes the mind under the
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darkest providenees. Thus it was RELIGIOUS DISCOURSE.
with the prophet Habakkuk. (Hab. To the Editor.

iii. 17, 18.) God has told us con-
cerning ourselves, that we are “a
generation of vipers,”—a race of
abominable and filthy beings. A be-
lief of this humbles us in the dust be-
fore him.  In fine, he has told us, that
to us belongs nothing but “shame
and confusivn of face.” A belief of
this would prevent pecvishness under
adverse providences. Under the be-
licf of such a declaration, we should
not wonder, if God made us as mis-
crable as we had made ourselves sin-
ful. What, in this world, ever filled
a soul with greater humility than a
realizing view of a holy God filled
Isaiah ? (Isa.vi.) Then,asina glass,
hie beheld his own deformity. It was
this that made him exclaim, with the
deepest self-abasement, “ Woeis me !
for I am undone! I am a man of
unclean lips; for mine eyes have seen
the King, the Lord of Hosts 1”  Isit
not 2 “beholding of the glory of the
Lord,” (which is no more than dis-
cerning and believing the truth, for
God & glorivus whether we believe
it or not) that changes into the same
image? 2 Cor. iii. 18. And is not
our being made like Christ at last,
ascribed to our “seeing him as heis ?”

In short, I believe it will be found, |
thattruth wants only to he universally |
realized, in order to produce universal !
holiness.  Should it be asked, ¢ Then |
why is not universal ho' ness found |
in good men, who believe the trath ?’ |
the answer is, Though they believe !
the trath, they believe not the whole i
truth, nor perhaps do they wholly |
Inlicve any truth.  When they shall |
he perfietly delivered from * an evil

Sir,—The faculty of speech is a
distinguishing privilege bestowed up-
on man, to enable him to glorify his
Maker; and yet, how scldom is it
employed for this purpose. I have
often wondered—though I think I
can account for it—and been as often
grieved, that Christians, when they
meet, spend their time so unprofit-
ably in conversation : or, not to be
too severe, so muchless profitably than
they might do. Persons of good intel-
ligence, well read in the Seriptures, of
serious and reflective habits, and of
whose Christian character we have
upon the whole no reason to doubt,
will often meet together and con-
verse, perhaps for a long time, and yet
no “savour of Christ” be manifested
in their discourse. How is it that
those who love their Lord, and feel
something of the powers of the world
to come, should ever find it difficult
even to commence a spiritual con-
versation? Why is it, when such
a subject is started, it is found almost
impossible t¢ induce others to unite
init? Surely it must arise from the
state of the heart, a want of being so
“cpiritnally minded” as to make
spiritual subjeets sufficiently interest-
ing and familiar to them. They can
talk of politics, and the concerns of
the present world, with fluency and
case ; or of ministers of the Gospel
and their comparative gifts, or their
rcal or supposed defects; of their
neighbours’ exccllencies or their
fanlts, and probably of the merest
trifles relating to themselves or their
families ; but not of Jesus! Here

: Y e their lips are scaled, and their tongues
l:“;t ‘t)f; m;.bclff"f’ they shall possess ! para]yg:d. Is this to have ah%ays
perfeet holiness. ! our “speech with grace, seasoned with

—— salt?”  Is it thus that we comply

. with the apostolic injunction to «let

~ Artax Corist—Let the Christ- ' nothing proceed out of our mouth

ian do all, sutfer all, expect all. as he- ' but that which is good to the use of

g in Christ, and not otherwise, Johy edifying, that it may minister grace
av. 3. Philip. iv. 18.—Cole. “to the hearers ¥
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Surely this lamentable deficiency
-annot arise from a scarcity of suit-
able topics on which Christians might
maintain familiar and profitable con-
verse.  What a range for thought,
and a field for profitable remark,
might be found in the works and the
word of God ; those works which are
“sought out” with delight by all those
“that have pleasure therein;” and
that word which is full of heavenly
instruction, and will furnish matter
for eternal meditation in the world
that is to come. It requires only a
heart rightly disposed, and an aptitude
of specch, easily acquired on every
othersubjeet, to converse intelligently
and profitably on the things of God.
Even if discourse were restricted to
the single subject of “ Christ and him
crucified” in all its collateral, conse-
quential, and relative bearings.—
What a theme for the human intellect,
and even for an angel’s tongue ! The
glorious person of Christ: the eternal
purposes of Christ in reference to the
redemption of guilty man ; the suffer-
ings of Christ by which the church
was purchased even with his own
blood; the predictions and promises
of Christ in relation to the kingdom
of God and its progress in the world,
the sole headship and universal do-
minion of Christ in his Chureh; the
prevalent intercession of Christ in
heaven on behalf of the church on
earth; the example of Christ as a
pattern for all believers—his meek-
ness, his gentleness, his benevolence,
his purity, his obedience, his perfee-
tion, and the certainty of the second
coming of Christ to judge the world,
aud to take his people to reign with
“him in glory,—surely these, and the
multitude of considerations arising
out of them, would furnish ample
themes for Christian discourse ; if we
were but disposed to cultivate a habit
which might be turned to so good an
account, when we mect for social
converse. I we were oty the ox-

Sanctified Experience.

here recommended, we should find it
both delightful and beneficial, in the
highest degree,

*To talk of all he did and said,

And suttered for us, hore below,

‘The path he marked for us to tread—
Aud what he's doing for us now."”

I wish, in all kindness, to submit
these thoughts and brief hints to your
readers ;—and purpose, with yourand
their permission, to pursue the sub-
Ject in another paper, which may con-
tain a few suggestions as to the best
mode of conducting religious conver-
sation, and a caution or two to guard
it against deterioration or abuse. 1
am, Sir, your's respectfully,

Tuos. Brown.

——
SANCTIFIED EXPERIENCE.
Letter from the Rev. Jo1uNn BERRIDGE,
to Mr. R. CLARKE.

The writer of the following Letter
was a pious clergyman of the Church
of England, and Vicar of Everton, in
Bedfordshire. He had some eccen-
tricities; but was eminent for holiness
and activity in his Master's cause.
His itinerant lubours, for a long course
of years, in the counties of Bedford,
Huntingdon, and Cambridge, were
very successful in winning souls to
Christ, and in enlarging or laying the
foundation of several Christian socie-
ties, which are very flourishing to
this day.

Lrerton, Sept. 10, 1783.

Dear Ropert,—Gransden has af-
forded you some profitable experience
to make amends for loss and trouble.
The fire of your house burnt the farm
out of your heart, and thus proved a
blessed fire ; and now you are seeking
to toss the farm out of your hands.
Well, and what more Christiauly than
to have carth removed from heart
and hand?  And what more profit-
able to the soul than to live upon
Christ for daily support? Not fed

peviment, and cultivate  the  spirit

by the length of vour purse but by
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the bounty of Jesus?  Now you will
have frequent opportuuities of sceing
his hand stretched out to supply you
in a time of need, which you might
not have, or not regard, in plentiful
circumstances. A penny dropped as
it were from the hand of Jesus to
buy a little bread, is worth a pound
taken as it were from our own purse,
or a sack of wheat taken from our
own garner. I have always thought
a Christian labourer who can keep
a cow and a pig, is in the happiest sta-
tion of life, and if well content, as he
ought, he is both a happy and a
wealthy man.  Would you pass com-
fortably through the world, scek not
to be getting mouney ; there is no end
of that; bnt to be content with what
you have, and make Christ your only
riches. A little may suffice nature,
and less may suffice grace. The
more your heart is with Christ, and
feeds upon his grace, the less you will
hunger for the world. The Lord’s
blessing rest upon yourself, your wife
aud child. Your’s &e.
J. BERRIDGE.
—— '
LAMPS EXTINGUISHED.

Our Divine Teacher, in his public
ministry, warned sinners of the misery
to which they were exposed; and
plainly taught them what was neces-
sary to salvation. Those who made
pretensions to religion, while destitute
of saving grace, were apprized of the
insufficiency of all their attainments.
In the parable of the virgins (Matt.
xxv. 8) he strikingly sets forth the pos-
sibility and danger of being deceived ;
teaching us that many who have the
form of godliness are destitute of the
power ; and while they scem to live,
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In the character of the foolish Vir-
gins, three things are observable, pos-
session, deficiency, extinetion. They
were possessed of lamps, and a kind
of light; but they weve deficient, or
destitute of the oil of saving grace;
in consequence of which, what they
possessed soon  became  extinet—
“QOur Lamps,” say they, “are gone
out.”

They had lamps, by which we un-
derstand a Christian profession ; but
they had no oil in them, that is, no
grace in their hearts; and hence there
is no need to wonder that they were
extinguished.

The lamp of a false profession goes
out different ways:

1. Sometimes it is extinguished
suddenly, Dy a blast of persecution or
temptation. Thus it was with the
stony-ground hearers, and with Judas;
when persecution arose, the former
were immediately offended; when
Satan entered into the latter, and in-
flamed the coveious desires of his
heart, he betrayed his Master, and
sold his Lord and his profession at
once. So have we seen professors
apparently run well, and their pro-
fession shine for a season; but when
their circumstances and connexions
have been changed ; when their own
interest has come in contact with
their religion; when powerful temp-
tations have been presented to their
passions; or, when they have beeu
removed and placed in different soci-
ety, we look for them as our brethren,
with whom we used to associate ; but
lo! they are no more as professing
Christians ! their lamps are gone out !

2. Sometimes it expires more gra-
dually by sloth. The man that hid

are dead in trespasses and sins. Such, | his lord's talent, instead of improving
while they makea blazing profession, | it, soon lost what he had. So the

are like meteors that shine for atime

foolish virgins slumbered and slept,

and soon disappear; or, to use the { till their lamps went quite out. TLe

awful language of an apostle, they
are “ wandering stars, to whom is re-

wise slumbered, but they had real
grace, and it never was extinet;

served the blackness of darkness for | though their lamps, from neglect,

ever.”

| wanted trimming. ¢ Watch and pray
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lest ye ecnter into temptation.”—
« Give all diligence, that ye may be
found of him in peace.” There isin
some countries an animal, called a
sloth, which is said to begin feeding
at the bottom of a tree, and slowly
ascends, as necessity impels, until it
has stripped the tree of all its bark
and leaves, and, conscquently, must
leave it in a dying state. Just such
an obnoxious, destructive thing is that
sloth which is seen continually hang-
ing about some professors of reli-
gion; and though its advances are
slow, it will strip them of all the fine
foliage of their profession ; and, like
the worm in Jonal’s gourd, cause
their religion to wither, and die away.

3. Sometimes it is put out by de-
praved tempers and passions. As
there is no principle of grace to sub-
due and mortify them, they grow and
gather strength, even under a profes-
sion of religion, till they make the
lamp appear very dim, and at length
extinguish it.

4. Some never cast away the lamp;
but all their zeal, affection, joy, and
supposed religious feelings go out.
Instead of letting their light shine,
they are enveloped in the shades of
warldly-mindedness, and carpal se-
curity. Instead of walking as child-
ren of the light, and running the race
set before them, they loiter, and like
Pharaoh’s chariots with the wheels
off, drag on heavily. They find ex-
cuses, as often as they can, for the
neglect of the means of grace, and
the ordinances of God’s house; and
when they can find none, force them-
selves to attend, but are almost ready
to exclaim, “ Behold, what a weari-
ness is it !” Thus they continue stum-
bering and sleeping, till the midnight
ery, when they find too late that they
have no oil in their vessels.

How awful the end of false profes-
sors! “The door was shut.” How
happy the end of the sincere ! * They
that were ready went in with bim to
the marriage.” J.C.B.M.

How to Pray without ceasing.

HOW TO PRAY WITHOUT
CEASING.

A number of ministers were as
sembled for the discussion of difficult
yuestions, and, among others, it was
asked, how the command to “pray
without ccasing” could be complicd
with. Various suppositions were
started; and at length one of the
number was appointed to write an
Essay upon it, to read at the neat
monthly meeting, which being over-
heard Ly a female servant, she ex-
claimed, “ What, a whole month
wanted to tell the meaning of that
text? Itis one of the casiest and best
texts in the Bible.” «Well, well,”
said an old minister; “ Mary, what
can you say about it? let us know
how you understand it; can you pray
allthetime?” “Oyes,sir.” “ What,
when you have so many things to
do? “Why, sir, the more I have to
do, the more I can pray.” “Indeed?
Well, Mary, do et us know how itis?
for most people think otherwise.”
«Well, sir,” said the girl, “when |
first open my eyes in the morning, 1
pray, Lord open the eyes of my un-
derstanding ; and while I am dress-
ing, I pray thatI may be clothed with
the robe of righteousness ; and when
I have washed me, 1 ask for the wash-
ing of regeneration; and as T bugin
work, pray that I may have strength
equal to my day; when I begin to
kindle up the fire, I pray that Gods
work may revive in my soul; and as
I sweep out the house, I pray thatmy
heart may be cleansed from all itsim-
purities,; and while preparing aud
partaking of breakfast, I desire to be
fed with the hidden manna, and <the
sincere milk of the vord; and as ]
am busy with the little children,!
look up to God as my father, and
pray for the Spirit of adoption, that
I may be his child, and so onall day,
every thing I do furnishes me witha
thought for prayer.” ¢ Enough,
cried the old divine, ¢ these thing:
are revealed to babes, and often hid



A Doctrine not needed, §c.— Poetry.

from the wise and prudent; go on,
Mary,” said he, « ¢ pray without ceas-
ing ;' and as for us, my brethren, let
us bless the Lord for this exposition,
and remember that he has said, ¢ the
meek will he guide in judgment.”
The Essay, as a matter of course, was
not considered necessary after this
little event occurred. ¢ Be careful
for nothing, but in every thing, by
prayer and supplication, with thanks-
giving, let your requests be made
known unto God: and the peace of
God, which passeth all understand-
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds,
through Christ Jesus.” (Phil. iv. 6,
7.) “Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the
world.” (John i. 29.) ¢ Neither is
there salvation in any other, for there
is noue other name under heaven
given among men whereby we must
be saved.”  (Aects xii. 12.)

[,

A DocTRINE NoT NEEDED.—Mr.
W., a Universalist, preaching at the
village of M———, where a large
congregation had come out to hear
something new, endeavoured to con-
vince his hearers that there is no
punishment after death. At the close
of hissermon, he informed the people,
that if they wished, he eould preach
thére again in four weeks, when Mr.
C., a respectable merchant, arose and
replied, « Sir, if your doctrine is true
we do not need you, and if it is not
true, we do not want you.”

P

A Vereran’s Rerry To A CuaL-
LENGE.—An officer of distinction and
tried valour, refused to accept a chal-
lenge sent by a young officer, but re-
turned the following answer:— I
fear not your sword, but the sword of
my God’s anger. I dare venture my
life in a good cause, but cannot haz-
ard my soul in a bad one. I will
charge up to the cannon’s mouth for
the good of my country, but I want
courage to storm hell !”
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INWARD AND OUTWARD THINGS.
—Nothing can be very ill with us
when all is well within: we are not
hurt till our souls are hurt. If the
soul itself be out of tune, outward
things will do us no more good than
a fair shoe to a gouty foot. 1 Chron.
iv. 10; Prov. xxv. 20; Matt. x. 28.
—Dr. Sibbs.

o me
Portry.

ON HEARING THE ACCOUNT OF THE
CONVERSIONS AT THE GRANDE LIGNE.
For the Canada Baptist Magagzine.

1t hreathes o’er the soul like the Islands of palm
When the land breeze surcharges the sail

Of the mariner, freshening views with its balm;
While it hastens him on by the gole.

Wae hear it! The voice of the turtle is there;

O how sweet are its easliest lays!

And buddings of spring to the heart seem to bear
More besuty than summer displays.

For winter, long winter, howl'd over that wild
As his own undisputed domain ;

The gush of all holy or mental, was held

Fast bound in its adamant chain.

We look'd, and it seem'd as the dark sterile waste
Never one trace of verdure should show :

We listened ; no sound but the pitiless blast,

The withering breath of the foe.

We look now, on what ? Fromthedesertredeemed,
Qn a garden enclosed by the Lord;
Whence, late tho' al blight and all barren it seemed,
Is the fragrance of parudise poured.

From this spot of first promnise, we now stretch aur
view

On the still frigid wilderness round ;

But we see it dissolving, and watered with dew,

And with folisge of righteousness crowned.

Then, Sun of salvation ! shed wide o’er the scene
Thy influence vernal benign.

Those shadows of darknessand death, which obtaiu,
O chase Ly thy beamings divine.

Destroy by thy brightness, the 3an of Sin, dyed
With the blood of the souls he has slain.

Of Christendom’s curse let no vestige abide ;
From the universe blot the foui stain.

And blot the foul stain from thy churches, which
rests

On their lang day of apathy gone.

O let it be gone : now enkindle each breast,

‘That the snare from the fowler be won.

oriG. G.
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BAPTIST CANADIAN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.
Subscriptions and Donations in
Britain.

In our first Number we gave an
account of the formation of this So-
ciety, and alist of the sums that were
contributed on that occasion. Hav-
ing since received from Mr. Gilmour
his Collection Book, we record with
grateful satisfaction the names and
contributions of those other friends
to the cause of religion in Canada, to
whom our brother had an opportu-
nity of making application during his
recent visit.

SCOTLAND.
Ayrshire.
Collection at Saltcoats. ... ... ... £1 17 0
Collection at Ayre.. vev e e 0o 2 6 6
Miss Armstrong... e 1O O
W. Cuoningbham, Lamshaw e 3.3 0
Collection at Kilmarnock. .. 4 1 0
Two friends do ... 3 0 0
S. M. Fullerton, Esq. Irvine... 1 0 ¢
Mrs. M*Fie, do ... ... 1 0 0
James Breakenridge do ... .. 11 0
‘William Mitchell do ... .. I 0 0
Mr. Hugh Watt do ... ... 2 0 0
Mrs. Hugh Watt do ... .. 1 00
Miss Skelton do ... ... 1 00
James Ferguson do ... ... 1 0 o
Mrs. Jehn Auld do ... ... 1 0 0
Mirs. Bain and others do ... ... 013 ¢
W. Wallace... ... ... do ... 010 0
Miss S. Buchanan do ... ... 0 2 6
Elizabeth Boyd do ... ... 0 2 6
Miss A. Maxwell 40 ... ... 01 0
Miss Buchanan do ... ... 010 0
Misses Barclay do ... ... 0 6 6
Alexander Gilmonr do ... ... 010 0
Mr. Jobhr Miller do ... ... 1 0 0
Miss Allan do ... ... 1 00
Collection at Parish Church ... 5 13 7
Collection in Baptist Chapel ... 3 0 0

J. E. Gaven, Irvine... «ee oeo oot
Collection at Millport. .. ... ...
Mrs. M‘Muir, Fairlic ... ... ...
William Brown, do
Mrs. Steel, Port-Glasgow ... ...
Less expense ... ... £0 9 6
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Greenock.

Collection at Baptist Chupel -
John Ker... oo vee oot
A Friend . .
William Sxmons, Esq ver een ae
A, Muir. ... ...
A friend to the cause.
W. B. Kinnpear... .
Alexander Allan... ... coo w0 o0
William Marshall..
Mrs. Anstruther... ... ...
David Gilkison, Esq.
Mrs. D. Gilkison.. ... .
Robert Gilkison... ... ... ..
Mrs. Johnson...
Relief Missionary Society ... ...
Less expense ... «.. £0 4 0

Glasgow.

Collection at Mr. Paterson’s,.
Do. atMr. M‘Leod’s... ... ...
Mr. Cameron... ... cve vee een vue
John M‘Leod.. ve ere e ses
Robert Weir ... <. vee vee o0
Mr. Epenetus... ... oo «
Robert Kettle... ... ... .
J. Playfair... ...
J. D. Bryce.
John Small.. ... ... .
John Gilkison.. ... coe eee ver wee
John Barr... ... ... ...
James Stevens.. ... ...
Villiam Gemmell.. ... ... ..
James L. Duncan.. ... .. . ..
A friend after baving read tho

prose Essay, entitied Mammon
James Buchanan...
William Brodie.... ...
William Allan.. ... ... ...
Mr. Wilson. ... ...
A Friendeee coe ece ooe
Mr. Lethem... .os ooe
J. M. Corkindale ...
James Cuthbertson,..
James Craigoee ves oo
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JOB0 G 10Rue vee aee aes ees sre
James Cralgees cee eor sor v oo
A Friend... coe sos soe eve coe 0oe
Mr. Gunn.. «. eee
William Campbell o ces coe o0e
Miss Oswaldees ses eoe cee soe a0e
Archibald Saud cie ses cce coo ooe
Miss StOW «e coe eo0 oo soe ses son
James Herbertson. ..o oo oos see
Archibald Watson. ... vee eee are
JamesLauri€oe eos see oo oo oon
David Andersohae. cee cee soe oon
James Watson ....coen v
R.KuoReovoe cvvvenneennns
John Brown & Covvevvnr vens
George Robson  ...........,
William M‘Laren.. ... .cco0ees
Alexander Abercrombie .......
Robert Hood.. .. veeervnnanen
James Somerville. ... .ccoenn v e s
James Anderson. ... ...0 000
Finlay G. Neilson ...........
Archibald Harvey.....ooeeeune
John Ker ..vivivevinnnnns
W.P.Patoneees o conesnae,
J. Mitchell. ... o oveiiitoen.
Alexander Miller covevaenee-.
Alexander Anderson .sceececeees

Edinburgh.
A Friend. .. .. .. .

Y. Y. per J. Oqil\'y. e es ee
John Campbell, Carbrook.. .. ..
C. Falkoner.c sc oo oo s oo oo as oo
Collection m.‘}-lmor Street Chapel, Mr.

Innes, incl £2 from Missionary box
Collection ut Charlotte Chapel, Mr. An-
derson's.. .. e oo

Collection at Mr. Halden's .. .. .. ..
Miss M‘Calluma. .o o0 a0 o0 oo oo o
ATFriond.. oo o0 o0 v e ee e e e
A Friend by Mr. Inves.. oo o0 oo . ..
Collection at Baptist Church, Niddry
SHERY «v oo i ci eh es e ee ae e
Children of Miss Bower's School.. .. ..
Relief Meeting House, Sterling.. .. ..
Baptist Missionary Box do ..
Mr. Robert Peddie.. .. .. ..
Rirkgate Chapel, Cupar.. .
Baptist Chapel, Perth.. .. .. ..
Independent Chapel, Montrose. ..

Friend, Montrose .. .. 0 oo eo oe
Collection at Mr. M'Gavin's, Dundeo ..
James Rennie, 0 ee ae
Baptist Church at Berwick-on-Tweed..
Leos expense for advertisements, £0 12 7

Aberdeen.

D.Dunne .0 e wl el e e e e
James Fleming.. oo o0 o0 v ee o0 oo
James Viss.. vo oe e ee ae 0o e oo
Collection, Relief Meeting House.. .. ..
Collection at George’s Street Chapel.. ..
Miss Ines .. oo v e e e es ee e
James MAAUAN o0 v vi vt er es ee e
John Strect Chapel,. .o .. "o o0 o ..
David Macallam .. .. .. .. .. . ..
1 Black.. v ve or o0 .
George Brown.. ..
David Souter.. .. .. 0 vv oo wo o e
John Burnet, Kemny House, for the sup-
ort of a Student.. .. .. .. o« o oo
Hends .. .. .. .. ae e ee e e e
Frederick Stroet Chapel.. .. .. .. ..
Less expense at Dundee and Aberdeen
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Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

Collection, Tuthill Stairs .. .. « .. .. £5 0 0
AFriend. oo oo oo o0 50 40 20 oo oo 5 00
John Fenwick, ES@e e oo se +v e0 oo oo 5 00
New Court Chapel.. oo oo oo eo o0 oo T 7 4
Baptist Chapel, North Shields. .. .. .. 210 6
Buptist Chapel, South Shields. .. .. .. 110 0
Three Little Girls oo <o +v v oo o0 oo 0 5 0
A Friend to Canada. . < o0 o0 oo oo 0100
chrz' ADGUS . ve o es we oo ee oo 2128
Christopher Spence, Hamsterly .. .. .. 010 0
Collection at Hamsterly ... .. . 2106

Less expense for advertising .. 12 4
T'o be continned.
—— .
The Treasurer of the Baptist Ca-
nadian Missionary Society begs to
acknowledge the receipt of £2 10s.
from Hoyes Lloyd, Esq. New Glas-
gow; 10s. from Mr. J. J. Van Ben-
thusen ; also of 2s.10d. from other
friends at New Glasgow, by Mr.
Grant; for the Mission House at
Grande Ligne.

——————

BAPTISM OF SEVEN FRENCH
CANADIAN CONVERTS.

Dear Broraer,—To the friends of our
Lord and Master, it must ever be a subject
of joy and thankfulness to hear of the pros-
perity of His glorious Kingdom. I therefore
send you the following very imperfect sketch
of & scene, which, by some who witnessed it,
will long be remembered with the deepest
feelings of gratitude and delight.  On Satur-
day the 16th ultime, the writer, with a few
Montreal friends, went out to the Missivn
station, Grande Ligne, having heard that
some candidates were to be baptized by Mr.
Roussy on that day. The weather and roads
being fine, we had a pleasant journey to the
wood, where the baptisms wereto take place.
The spot chesen was very romantic, and to
us both novel and striking. A small stream
which runs through the wood being dammed
up, afforded a tolerably good baptistry, while
the thick foliage of a rather swampy bush,
made the place appear more dark and seclud-
ed than the inside of any ordinary Chapel.
Mr. Roussy, after having read the greater
part of those passages in the New Testament
which refer to the ordinance of baptism, aud
invoked the blessing and protection of
Him, who in the midst of His Church, as in
the burning bush, has never permitted it to
be consumed, proceeded to baptize the candi-
dates. It was indeed aninteresting aud affect-
ing sight to witness seven French Canadiane,
brought up in the ignorance and darkness of
Popery, thus publicly professing their faith
in a crucified Saviour, and resting all their
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hopes of salvation on the merits of His blood.
Among those baptized, were the old man
C——n, (mentioned in Mr. Gilmour's last
letter), and his son, the latter fourteen years
of age. In consequence of the bitter opposi-
tion which C n met with from some of
his nearest relations, and the limited and im-
perfect conceptions of a mind scarcely yet
freed from the trammels of bigotry and su-
perstition, his bLaptism had been postponed
both at the first and second times that the
ordinance was administered at the Grande

¢ Ligne. For some time past, however, his
mind has gradually been expanding, and get-
ing fresh strength in proportion as the light
of the Gospel and the knowledge of God's
word, illuminated his understanding, and
confirmed his faith ; and as he came up from
the baptismal waters, the animated expres-
sion of his countenance, as well as his in-
teresting conversation, showed that he evi-
dently appeared to be “filled with joy and
with the Holy Ghost.”

There is one circumstance which I cannot
pass over here, as it shows how the benign
spirit of the Gospel has changed his temper,
previously so bitter and implacable, Besides
the visitors and the friends of those who were
haptized, a great number of the Canadians

pposed to the preaching of the Gospel were
present, and considerably annoyed us, by
shouting and mocking ata distance of twenty
or thirty yards, while the other candidates
were baptized. But when C——n went
down into the water, it appeared as if all
their depravity and malice had been concen-
trated, and the torrent of profane abuse pour-
ed upon him was shecking in the extreme.
On my making a remark to himn upon the
guilt and folly of their conduct, he replied,
“ Ah, oui ; mais il faut priez pour eux”"—*“Ah,
yes; but we must pray for them.” My
heart sickened as I witnessed the hatred and
opposition of the heart * desperately wicked”
to that holy and benevolent Gospel which
God in the riches of his mercy has sent to
redeem and sanctify our fallen and guilty
race. And these are thy children, oh! thou
mother of harlots! whom thou hast nourish-
ed in thy bosom—whom thou hast cradled in
ignorance and superstition, and fed with
error and with lies! These are they whom
the weight of thy chains prevents ;rom rising
to the dignity of their natures, either morally
or politically, and whom thou hast not only
deprived of the temporal benefits which edu-
cation and knowledge would bestow; but,
by withholding the glorious light of God’s
word, hast exposed to the pangs of the second
and never ending death. Two young women
from Champlain were also baptized of the
name of Brissétte, the eldest of whom is a
very interesting person indeed. They speak
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only the French language, and are part of
the fruit of Mr. Roussy’s labours at that
place.

Although there are peculiarities in the
character, and incidents in the history of each
individual, which might interest your readers,
my limits will only allow me to notice one
more. E. B n is a French Canadian,
and by trade a carpenter. He had heard a
great deal about Mr. Roussy aud his preach-
ing, and was very much opposed to him.
Several times he was heard to say, that if
he got hold of Mr. Roussy, he would give
him enough to keep mind of, and would pre-
vent him either riding or preaching for some
time, if ever after. However, he hasa brother
living near the Mission station, Grande
Ligne (favourably dispesed), and as he him-
self was engaged for some time in working
at a small house lately put up there, he was
induced, by a good deul of persuasion, to go
and hear the preaching of the Gospel. The
consequence was, his being convinced of its
truth-—of his own guilt and danger, and of
the exemplary life of the missionaries which
he had daily opportunity of witnessing. He
now began to seek information and direction
from those whom he had before reviled and
persecuted ; and our God, who is rich iu
mercy, hath evidently granted him repen-
tance unto life. This individual now ap-
pears to be a new creature in Christ Jesus—
changed froin darkness to light, and from the
power and service of Satan to tbat of the
living and true God. He now prays in his
family, and has prevailed upon his wife (who
before was bitterly opposed) to hear the word
of the Lord, His conversation, although
simple and unlearned, is yet replete with af-
fection and spirituality ; and his countenance
while speaking, shews the expression of that
peace which the world can neither give nor
take away. Notwithstanding the opposition
he every where meets with, he fearlessly ex-
poses the conduct of those who keep the word
of God both from themselves and other,
and has a burning desire that all his déluded
countrymen may be partakers of the like pre-
cious faith with himself.

And now, dear brother, are not these glo-
rious and encouraging prospects? When
we keep in mind that every attempt previously
made among these people has been nearly, if
not altogether ahortive, and that here is now
an extensive field open with prospects of an
abundant harvest, should we not make the
most vigorous and unremitting exertions In
sending forth labourers to reap it ?

.And if this is not practicable, we can at leat
give our cou and support to those
dear and devoted friends who have conse-
crated themselve to this glorious service
They need much, and much desire, the sym-
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pathy and prayers of their brethren and sis-
ters in Christ. What are we to think, then,
of professing Christians, rich in the thiugs of
this world, who turn a deaf ear to calls that
have heen made for the above object? Ke-
collect, thou covetous and unjust steward,
that thy Lord will require astrict account of
the property which is not thine but His;
and beware lest thy portion be among the
hypocrites and unbelievers. But the genuine
believer will rejvice at the advancement of
his Redeemer’s kingdom, and will leok for-
ward with joy to the time when the stone
cut out of the mountain will overcome cvery
obstacle and fill the whole earth with the glory
of the Lord.

“Soon shall the blended image fall,

(Brass, silver, iron, gold, and clay)

And superstition’s gloomy reign

To light and liberty give way.”

Amen, even so come, Lord Jesus. Yours,
in the bonds of the Gospel,
September 20, 1837. J.

P.S.—Some account of the School will be
given in a future number.

This cheering statement confirms
the representation given in the
August Number, p. 70, of the im-
portance of this promising station,
and strengthens the appeal then made
to the friends of the Gospel to con-
tribute to the erection of the Mission
and School House so much needed
at that place. We would renew the
appeal with augmented urgency, and
beseech all, who have it in their power
to render assistance in this good
work, to forward their contributions
to the Treasurer, Mr. Milne, the Pub-
lisher of the Magazine, or any mem-
ber of the Committee.

——————

LOUD CALL FOR MISSIONARIES.

‘Woobsrock, August 17, 1837.

DeAR Sir,—I have been absent two weeks
on a Missionary tour to the Huron Tract. I
beg leave here so state a few facts with ves-
pect to the religious state of that section of
country, for which I have the best authority.

The Huron Tract is nearly sixty miles in
length from East to West. The Canadn
Company has caused an excellent road to be
constructed the whole distance. All along
this road the settlement is dense and contin-
Hous, at least so far as I bave travelled it,
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and I believe from information, that this is
the case the whole distance, und in several
places the settlements extend from one to
seven or eight miles to the North and South
of it. These scttlements have been chiefly
made five or six years ago; but there has
never been any regular preaching of the Gos-
pel in all that extent of country by any de-
nomination. In making this statement I
would be understood to except the town of
Goderich, the western termination of said
voad, where there is a Minister of the
Church of Scotland, and T believe another of
the Church of England, the former of whom
I am told, has lately been in the habit of
preaching semi-monthly, some twenty miles '
eastward frem Goderich. With the above
exceptions, the country is literally destitute
of the Gospel. In my late visit I spent twe
Sabbaths in that region, preaching in the
morning to a small Baptist Church lately
constituted in the Township of Hope, and in
the afternoon at a little Village called Strat-
ford-upon-Avon, eight miles west from the
former place; and as a proof of the ardent
desire they feel to hear the word, several of
those who were present in the morning,
among whom were some females, walked the
whole distance to attend the evening meet-
ing. I was told by some of my hearers in
Stratford, that it had been more than twelve
months since a sermon had been preached
there before. “ Can you not come again,
sir?” “Do tell us you will come again at
some time,” was repeated on every side as I
was taking leave; but I was obliged to leave
them without giving them any direct en-
couragement of another visit. T, however,
encouraged them to hope that the Lord of
the harvest would soon put it in the power
of your Society to send them a minister, I
trust I did not do wrong. They are devoutly
praying, in which U trust I heartily join
them, that this may be the case. We are
endeavouring to do a little in the missionary
cause here, in which we are willing to act in
accordance with your Society. And could
you find a man, a respectable devoted minis-
ter to take that field, we should be able to do
something towards paying his salary, and I
assure you that he would be welcomed to his
work, I thivk I may venture to say, by
th ds of gladdened hearts.

I shall make some exertion to procure sub-
scribers for you, and I make no doubt but
I shall be, to some extent, suecessful. I am
very desirous your Magazine should have as
large a circulation in this part of the country
as possible.  We need the information it will
convey.

I am, dear Sir, your friend and brother,
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

‘W. P. Laxoox.
N
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LOCATION OF THE SEMINARY.

The Committee in London have
taken off the restriction as to Brock-
ville, and left the Committee here at
liberty to select any spot in the Col-
ony which may be deemed most
suitable, with the concurrence of Mr.
Gilmour, and Mr. Try the Treasurer
of the Society at home. The latter
gentleman is now in Montreal, and
the former is expected; so that the
important question as to the site of
the new Institution will probably
soon be decided.

ot

ENCOURAGING PROSPECTS.

To that class of our readers whose
holiest affections are placed upon God
and his church, and who are living
daily in the practical observance of
the Divine comimand, ¢ Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem,” it will be pecu-
liarly gratifying to learn, that their

rayers are not unavailing. Grateful
joy will swell their bosoms, and ani-
mate them to increased fervour in
their supplications, when they hear
that Almighty God is favouring va-
rious parts of the Province with the
guickening influences of his Holy
Spirit, whereby the solitary places
are made glad, and the sterility of the
moral wilderness is giving place to
the bloom and fragrance of the gar-
den of the Lord. Amid the commo-
tion and strife which everywhere
present themselves in the political
world, and in view of the deep-laid
schemes which are put in operation
for the disturbance and dismember-
ment of the Church of God, how
cheering is the thought, that over all
there presides an ever-wakeful and
observant eye; that a directing and
over-ruling hand is in constant opera-
tion, keeping in check the turbulent
passions of the ungodly, and siiently,
but surely, causing their most mali-
cious efforts, as well as the humble
and well-meant cndeavours of the

pious, to promote his glory, and the
extension of his spiritual kingdom.—
Christian Guardian.

B cammd
INDIANS WEST OF THE ROCKY
MOUNTAINS.

The Mission-.cy spirit is penetrating
everywhere, and the providence of
God is preparing the way for its suc-
cessful operation, and the prevalence
of his own truth and kingdom.

“ The Hudson’s Bay Company are op-
posed to the introduction of intoxicating
liquors among the Indians, and have excl: id
it from all those sections of the country wh-¢
they have exclusive control over the trade.
The influence of their discipline is highly
salutary. But a few years since, whenever
a white man met an Indian, he met an ene-
my. All the tribes of this region, except the
Flat Heads, once gloried in ornamenting their
girdles with the scalps of white men. Hun-
dreds of traders and trappers, and, in some in-
stances, whole posts have fallen victims to
savage cruelty, Down these rivers, where
now a single man passes safely, and through
the very country, through which we were
travelling for weeks before reaching Walla-
walla, without the thought of danger, it was
but a few years since unsafe to move without
an armed force; and tribes, which a few
years since thirsted for blood, now are anx-
ious that missionaries should settle among
them.”—AMr. Spalding's Letter from Fort
Vancouver.

————
OJIBWAS.

The progress of the work among
this tribe is thus described in a Letter
from Mr. Ayer, dated Pokegoma,
June 12, 1887 :—

In my last letter I stated that there were
indications of the operation of the Holy
Spirit upon the hearts of a few Indians here,
and that one, a chief, was hopefully convert-
ed. He soon came out an active, thorough-
going Christian, praying and exhorting with
much fervor in our meetings, These were
frequent and well attended by all in the im-
mediate neighbourhood. Not only those of
mature age, but children were wrought upon
by the Spirit of God. Iudiuns coming in
occasionally from other quarters were some-
times affected, and wondered at the things
they heard and saw. For a few weeks it
seemed as though God were about to bow
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the heavens and come down, and reveal his
arm of salvation among the heathen. But
when several were under conviction, and some
began to inquire with increased auxiety,
“ What shall I do to be saved,” their atten-
tion was suddenly diverted from the subject
of their soul’s salvation to slanderous reports
busily ciroulated through the neighbourhood,
in which some who were under conviction
were implicated. From this moment the
work of God gradually declined, though it
revived some during Mr. Hall's stay here.

Mr. Hall remained with us a week, dur-
ing which time he formed a church, consist-
ing of the mission family, Henry Blatchford
(formerly of the Mackinaw mission, who
dates his hope during the last revival at Mack-
inaw), a young Indian of whom I have oc-
casionally written, who obtained a hope
about a year since, 2ndason of the chiefwhose
case I mentioned in my letter of December
last. Three or four others presented them-
themselves as candidates for admission to the
church: but as they did not give sufficient
evidence of the internal teaching of the Holy
Spirit, it was thought ad:iable to wait for
further developement of their character. The
chief and the two young men, also the chief’s
children, and our child were baptized.

Those newly added to the church give
growing evidence of being new creatures in
Christ Jesus. The change in the chief is
truly wonderful. A blind Pagan, * led cap-
tive by Satan at his will,” has his dark mind
illuminated by the word and Spirit of God,
and is led by the Spirit in an humble course
of Christian duties. But a little while since
his whole soul delighted in the song of war
and the dance; now the songs of Zion are
heard daily in his lodge, and we trust that
an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing unto
God, is also offered upon the family altar.
The account of his Christian experience, his
new views of himself and God, of sin and
holiness, would be very interesting to one
who delights to mark the operations of the
Spirit upon a dark savage mind. On one
occasion he expressed himself thus, * For-
merly I thought myself very great, I fancied
myselfamanito (or Spirit—he like most other
Indians practised conjuring), I was so wise:
but now I think myself of no more conse-
quence than the dirt on this floor. Once I
thought myself among the bravest of the
brave; but now, sometimes when hunting in
the woods alone, while reflecting upon my
sins, I throw myself upon my knees weeping
like & child, but can say nothing. Once I
trusted in my idols and medicine: but now
only in Jesus; he only can throw away my
sins and clenn my heart.”

His convictions were of two or three weeks
continuance, when he began to hope his
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sing forgiven. At first he “saw men as
trees walking ;" but it was but a short time
before * hesaw all things clearly.” His walk
has been generally consistent, and he seeks
to adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour.
He has abandoned every heathenish practice,
and is becoming more and more assimilated
in customs to us, is industriousand thriving.
The grace of God has made him altogether a
new man.

——
THE KARENS.

Mr. Vinton writes ;—

‘“ On the evening of Oct. 3, we had a most
delightful interview with a numnber of Karens
from the jungle, three of whom Brother
Webb baptized the day before. They gave
the same interesting account of the state of
things in Maubee and vicinity, as we had
lenrned from other sources. Among the
Christiany, not a single case of apostacy or
even backsliding. Among the imnpenitent,
multitudes are inquiring, besides many who
are anxious to profess their faith in Christ.
Ko Chet'thing went with them into the jun-
gle, and spent a few days, and returned with
the names of sixty-nine applicants for baptisw.
Such was the anxiety of the people to receive
instruction, that he absolutely spent one
whole night in preaching, and not unfre-
quently did he continue his speech till mid-
night.  On his arrival there, the news spread
abroad, and the people came to see hin from
almost every quarter. One company, of
nearly a hundred, started in search of him.
They went to one village, but he was not
there—and to another, but he was not there ;
and so they continued their unsuccessful ef-
forts two whole days, when the Sabbath
overtook them. They then stopped, and
spent the day in worship. Early on Monday
morning, a part of the company returned,
but others more resolute, pursued on, and
soon succeeded in finding him.

A little time before we left Rangoon on
our excursion up the river, six Karens came
in from the jungle to ask for baptism. Their
examination lasted nearly one whole day,
and was of a decply interesting character.
They exhibited a simplicity of faith in, and
a strength of attachment to Christ seldom
witnessed. When asked, if they would be
willing to acknowledge Christ before their
persecuting rulers, they said, * Yes; and
though they should be persecuted, and even
put to death, still they would ackuowledge
God as their Father, and his Son Jesus
Christ as their Savior.” This we could not
regard as idle talk in those who had witnessed
the imprisonment of their friends, and had
themselves been fined for the name of the
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Lord Jesus, We finally conclud:d to bap-
tize them all; and, by Brother Webb’s spe-
cial request, on a beautitul morning, just as
the sun began to show his golden beams, I
baptized themn in the nawme of the sacred
Trinity.”

Of this interesting people, we have
a further and still more satisfactory
account from Mr, Abhott. e says,
writing from the Village among the
Mountains :—

“ You will have heard before this reaches
you, of our visit to the Karens, in the region
about Rangoon. You will at any rate get
the particulars in journals, with which you
will be interested. We have baptized 167
intelligent converts in the name of the sacred
Trinity, and there are many more in the vi-
cinity waiting for the * teachers” to come
again, to follow their Lord and Master. O
my brother, that your eyes could see what
mine have seen during the few months I
have spent in a heathen land! How many
times bave we exclaimed—* What hath God
wronght? What hath God wrought?” We
have been astonished and confounded, to
witness the knowledge of these sinful Karens,
of the system of salvation—their enlight-
ened and fervent zeal—their steadfastness in
the truth—patience, under persecution, and
the general development of Christian charac-
ter—amiable, consistent, and glorifying to
God.

“ When we consider the shortness of the
time since they heard the gospel—that many
of them, especially in Maubee, had never seen
a “ foreign teacher” till we visited them, and
contrast their present state with what it was
afew yearssince—O, who could help praising
God! Now, instead of drunkards, we meet
with intelligent Christians. The songs of
devils and the extorted imprecations to in-
fernal spirits, have been exchanged for songs
of Zion and grateful praises to King Jesus!

¢ Now in many villages, instead of weeping
over the benighted throng ¢roping their way
to hell—we rejoice with them, as pilgrims
and strangers, making their way to Mount
Zion, the city of Gud.

The Karens, §c.

praised for ever and ever! But, my hrother,
the nation is not converted.  There are many
thousands who know not that such a being
as an ‘“ Fternal God” ever existed. So that
while we rejoice over the converts to Christ
with joy unspeakable, we have also reason to
weep and pray, aud labor on, for the salva-
tion of the lost. But the gospel is spreading
—blessed Le God—and will spread till the
uttermost parts of the nation come and sub-
mit to the reign of Prince Immanuel.  * *
I have been in this village 2 or 3 weeks, em-
ployved in studying the language, preaching
what I am able, &c., &c.—Have baptized
six since I came here. Brother Vinton re-
turned last evening from a distant village,
where he had baptized cighteen. There are
several more here and in other places, who
will probably be baptized soon. The wilder-
ness seems full of inquirers after the true and
right way to heaven, and many are finding
it. Gird on thy sword, thou all conquering
Jesus! and appear in thy might, to subdue
these nations to the reign of holiness!! Al
the joy I ever anticipated in Jahoring for the
ingathering of the heathen has been more
than realized. O, it is worth coming half
round the world to witness an assembly of
worshiping Karens.  Among these simple,
lovely children of the wood, my brother, ]
Jeel at home—here am I willing to pray,
and labor, and suffer—and here am I willing
to die and be buried.”

Of Burmah, generally, it is said:

“In Burmah the desire for the gospel is
s0 intense, that they often come forty or fifty
miles on feot through the deserts, the haunts
of the tiger, to attend its ministrations. The
missionaries on their tours, are received by
songs aud gladuess. Mr. Wade was once,
on eatering a large villawe, met by & com-
pany of young maidens singing words to the
following import :

* The Lord his messenger has sent,

And he himself will soon appear,

The Burman priests —their day is spent,

The priests of God his standard rear.’

Nine-tenths of the whele male population
can read, and they read with much care such

; religious books as are given them by the
God Almighty be ;

missionarics.”

ERRATA.
In No. TV. p. 76, col. 2, the quotation from the Psalm should stand thus: .frate pulas

oi arkontes “umin.,

Pa. 81, col. 1. The fifth stanza should be read as follows:

nen who loves the picture?  Far yet 'tis before us—
It glows in the distance, but still is not near;
But it nears—and the wards of Jehovah assure us
He'll bathe in his glory our long darkened sphere.
We propose to our Correspondents, in these instances, to share the blame between us;
while we recommend to them a pacticular attention to distinet autegraphy, and promise for
aurselves to exevcize a mare jealous supervision,



