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PRESBYTERIAN.

FEBRUARY, 1871,

THE Sustentation Board are to be congra-
tulated on the measure of saccess that has
attended their efforts during the first six
months of their existence., To have been
enabled to pay an cqual dividend of eighty-
sux dollars, from a purely voluntary fund,
to fifty ministers, is a great achievement.
Under the old arrangement it required a
Herculean effort to pay $75 cach to cighty
ministers ; the new plan has given $100
to thirty-one of these, and $86 to the re-
mainder. The way in which it has been
done, too, is cven a greater matter for
satisfaction than the mere fact of its ac-
complishment. The former system may
be said to have been worked by < high
pressure,” with manifest danger to the
machinery of the Church; this, to all ap-
pearance, has been done casily and metbo-
dically. 'The onc mode implied frequent
appeals to the rich men of the Church;
the other throws itsclf on the sympathies
of the whole body of the pcople. A
painful degree of uncertainty attached to
the one, that while a certain portion of
the annuitants might have their expecta-
tions realized, another portion might be
doomed to disappointment. The advan-
tage of the other is that if onc member
has cause to rejoice all the others rejoice
with that onc; if one member suffers, the
others suffer cqually. Having thus one
common aim, an irresistible argument is
found for united action.

It is truc the Sustentation Board have
not “ already attained * the full measure of
success which they proposed to themselves
at the outsct, but they have.ample encour-
agcment to promote their great and noble
work in faith and hope. Those congre-
gations from whom the largest amount of
support was cxpected have done their part;
those from whom the very least was ex-
pected have “ donc what they could,”
and if a very few congregations have as

yet given no tangible manifestation of
their interest in the work, we feel per-
suaded that this is not to be attributed to
their want of sympathy to the work, nor
want of appreciation of its importance,
but simply because of some pressing and
temporary inability, occasioning to them-
selves deep regret, but which they hope to
overcome. We are confident that the
rcady mind of such will be shown during
the current half year by a hearty co-oper-
ation. To all others we have only to say,
“Be not weary in well doing.”

A RespecTED correspondent naively asks
us what is meant by the statement made
by us in December to the effect that it had
been found necessary to dispense with
¢ professional services.” Lest our friend
may have taken up the idea that the con-
tributions of professional men have, from
some uncxplained cause, ccased to be ac-
ceptable to us, we take this opportunity of
assuring our clerical f:iends that we shall
always be glad to hear from them. Their
contributions i# kind, that is the produc-
tions of their pen, we shall, as heretofore,
accept thankfully, and, space permit-
ting shall publish cheerfully, though at
times it may be ncedful for us to do thisin
an abridged or condensed form. Moreover,
it will not have cscaped notice that we
have extended to these professional friends
the privilege, for some ycars past denied
them, of assisting us by their cdntributions
as well, an act of generosity on our part
which we feel sure will be duly 'appre-
ciated. What the publishing commirtee
did mean was this, that, sheerly owing to
impecuniosity, they had been unwillingly
compelled to dispense for 2 time with the
scrvices of a paid editor. Having made
this cxplanation it is proper toadd that our
friend Mr. Brymnecr has offered in the
most handsome manncr to continue his
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professional services, « gratuitously.” This
offer the committee have accepted thank-
fully, in the hope that ere long they may
be relieved from pecuniary embarrassment
and have it in their power to “do justly ”
by their editor. The limited circulation
of the Presbyterian is little creditable to us
as a Church, and is in itself a very hum-
bling consideration, but, perhaps it is one
of which it does not become us to say
much by way’ of complaint. But the
committee do complain of the large pro-
portion of unpaid subseriptions, which
yearly enter into the computation of their
“assets.”

Frequent and loud have been the ex-
Bréssiohs of dissatisfaction of late in re-
spect of irregularity in dispatching the
Preshyterian ; many of its readers asserting
that they never see the publication before
the tenth of the month, and sometimes even
the fiftcenth. They ask with some show of
reason, “can nothing be done to remedy
this # “who is to blame? « If the fault
lies with the publishers, why not put it
into other hands?” What other printer, we
might ask in reply, would dv for us what
Mr. Lovell has done, or wouldeven under-
take to print the Presbyterian for us at all
with a full knowledge of the facts before
him ? ITad it not been for Mr. Lovell’s
leniency, and more, his extreme liberality,
the Preshyterian had ceased to cxist long
ago. Time and again has our publisher
written off from his just account sums so
large as put the committee fairly to the
blush. At the present moment, for it is
best to tell the whole truth, we owe him
81000, and our only hope of being able
to discharge that indebtedness is based on
the expectation of receiving what is due to
us in the shape of arrcars. This being the
case, occasional irregularity need not be
greatly wondered at.  Nevertheless we
promisc on our own bchalf, as well as on
behalf of the publisher, that cfforts shall
be made to sccurc a better-timed delivery
of our magazine in the future; at the same
time we take the liberty of stating that
the real remedy lies after all with the
subscribers themselves. Let the publishing
committec first have the mceans given to
them of meeting their cngagements, and
then they will be prepared to accept the
entire responsibility, but, so long as their
hands remain tied it cannot reasonably be
cxpected that they shall have the power to
work much reformation, nor, indeed, much
heart to attempt **.
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WE learn that an agreément has been
made between a Committee of the Synod
and a highly respectable Insurance Com-
pany, which is likely to prove very bene-
ficial to both the contracting partics. The
conditions are simply these :—The Queen
Insurance Company of Liverpool and
London, agrees to insure in the office of
the Company in Montreal all the insurable
property of our Church, which may be
offered and tendered for insurance, at the
same rates as are charged by other first
class English insurance companies on like
risks, and further agrees to pay over to the
Temporalities Board (in trust) for the usc
and benefit of the Church and College,
yearly, during the continuance of this
agreement, thirty per centum of all the
premiums of insurance reccived by the
said company. The Synod’s Committee
being held bound to use all its influence
and give its best exertions to have all the
insurable property of the Church, that is
to say, all churches, manses, colleges, to-
gether with the insurable property belong-
ing to ministers or other members of the
Church, such as houses, household furni-
ture, libraries of books, and so forth, in-
sured in this Company,

As a similar arrangement was come to
some years ago with the conference of the
Wesleyan Meihodist Church, it may be
presumed that th~ Insurance Company, at
all cvents, are satisnad that this agreement
will tend to their advantage, and sure we
arc that when the matter receives the care-
ful considcration of the office bearers
of our Church it will cor.mend itself to
them not only as a wise and prudent
thing, but a ‘“golden opportunity” that
should in no wisc be overlooked, without
taking into account the private property of
ministers or other members of the Church.
We have insured Church property to the
valuc of at least $750,000. Supposing
this to be all insured in the Quecen In-
surance Company, and taking one percent
as the average rate, we have the sum of
§7,500 to represent the annual premiums
paid to the company, and $2,250 as the
amount which the company, under this
agreement, would be held bound to :ay
over to the Temporalitics Board for the
benefit of the Church at large. A very
valuable considcration, wec should say.
That so much “ found moncy ” involving
no sacrifice, and scarcely an cffort, beyond
that of picking it up, should be placed
within our reach scems almost too good



news to be true, yet that it is attainable, is
as clearly demonstrable as that two and
two make four. Why should we not with
one consent make up our minds to fall in
with the proposal? Some of our Church
property is not covered by insurance at all.
Surely it needs no argument to convince
the trustees in whose name it is held that
afl property subject to the risk of fire
ought to b2 insured, and, that Church
property possesses no immunity from this
risk, we have had full proof of late in the
destruction by fire of valuable churches
and manses, in cities as well asin the rural
districts. A large proportion of our Church
property, it may be presumed, is already
insured in other companies, but insurance
policies are not interminable, and, other
things being equal, we can sce no objection
to transferring these policies when they
shall have ecxpired, to a company of un-
questionable standing, which holds out so
great an inducement as that we have men-
tioned. The difficulty to be apprechended
is not that of discovering the prospective
advantage to the Church at large, nor that
of inspiring trustces with sufficient conf-
dence in the insurance company inquestion,
but, simply, the difficulty of inducing a
large number of partics, widely scparated
from cach other by distance, to act in
concert, cven though cach were agreed as to
the correctness of both the principle and
details of such an arrangement as that now
proposed. Let us hope that when it is
brought before the trustees of our various
churches they will give it due considera-
tion. If they have not before them
sufficient data upon which to base imme-
diate action, there can be no great difficulty
in obtaining such further assurances and
cxplanations as may be in any particular
case required.

Ir may not be unwelcome to the many
friends of our Synod’s French mission, to
hear a few details about this important
work. The Dorchester street congrega-
tion is by no means large, the total num-
ber of members and adherents being only
seventy-two, giving an average attendance
of thirty at the regular dicts of worship,
and sixtcen at the Sabbath school. These
numbers might, it is true, be greatly in-
ercased cvery winter, if our missionary
cntertained the many applications madeto
him for admission, as soon as work gets
scarce, and the weather grows cold.  The
poorer class of French Canadians have

. " 'mHE PRESBYTERIAN,

27

found out that the poor of our Protestant
churches are, as a genera! thing, better
cared for than in their own communion,
hence many gifted with elas.ic consciences
would be willing to pass as Protestants
for the sake of temporary relief; believing,
however, that such additions would be a
source of weakness, and bring the Gospel
into contempt, our missionary has steadily
avoided giving this despicable class the
least encouragement, although by doing so
he should be thought by superficial ob-
servers to be making but little progress.
The congregation under his care has, how-
ever, made some progress, although several
families belonging to it have left Montreal ;
it has kept up its numbers, and among a.
few new members, we may mention the
case of a gentleman of property and good
social standing, who had been forty-two
years a Roman Catholic and is now a
communicant in our Mission Church. The
manner of his conversion has been very
remarkable. He went to confession to a
Jesuit priest, who asked him a question so
obscene, that he refused to answer, and
left the confessional in a passion. Hear-
ing that Father Chiniquy was preaching in
the Frce Church that night, he went
there.  As it happened, the ex-priest was
lecturing on the immorality of auricular
confession. He sought an interview with
him, and was still more convinced that
until then he had been in crror on many
points. A friend brought him to our
Church and introduced him to Rev. Mr.
Doudiet, who conversed much with him,
and lent him many books, to help him in
his scarch after truth. Shortly after, he
solomnly abjured Romanism and united
himself to Dorchester Street Church. His
consistent conduct and evident zeal have
been a great cncouragement to our mis-
sionary. ,

It is to the credit of St. John’s French
Presbyterian Church, that although the
poorest and weakest of all cur congrega-
tions, it has not only promptly contri-
buted its allotted share to the Sustentation
Fund but also taken up nearly every other
speciel collection for the Schemes of our
Church and met all the expense of the
care and heating of the building; the con-
tributions having averaged for the past
year, ncarly five dollars a head for cach
communicant.

Before closing this brief notice, we
would remark that a great drawback to
the cfforts of our missionary is found in
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the imperfect state of the building, which
makes it almost impossible to heat 1t
properly in winter; or to ventilate it In
" summer: two or three hundred dollars
judiciously applied in improvements, would
we are convinced, double the attcndgncc
in a very short time. All contributions
to the French Mission Fund are to be
sent for the present to the Rev. Dr.
Jenkins, convencr of the Mission Com-
mittee. \

THE BIBLICAL REPERTORY AND
PRINCETON REVIEW.

This very able quarterly, the oldest in
America, now enters on its 43rd_year,
during 40 of which it has been conducted
by that eminent Theologian, Rev. Dr. C.
Hodge of Princeton College. The Rev.
Dr. Atwater is now co-editor with him;
and there is a large staff of superior writers
as contributors. Rev. Andrew Kennedy,
London, Ont., is agent for the Dominion
of Canada and will supply the work at the
cheap rate of $2 for the year, to all mem-
bers and others, and $1.75 in favour of
students and missionaries. Orders with
the money, require to be sent speedily, to

secure a copy. .
B ]
IN MEMORIAM,

The late Rev. George Thomson, A.M.,
was a native of Old Aberfleen. His ear]y
home was within the precinets of: the Uni-
versity located in that anclent city. The
educational adventages were excellent, and
with these his improvement corresponded.
He made rapid progress at the grammar
school, taught by a master remarkable for
" his attainments as a classical scholar. At
the age of twelve years he entered ng’s
College, after obtaining by comparative
trial a bursary of great value. Though
the candidates for prizes must have been
\ hundred, he was amongst the

ut one |
;?Shest in the order of merit. On finish-
inZ his academical carcer, he took .the
Jeotec of Master of Arts. The clencz}l
prgfession having been the object of his
choice, he studied theology, under _pro-
fossors distinguished alike for eminent
ability and enlightened zeal. When
Ticensed to preach the Gospel, he gave proof
that, as a student in divinity, he bad been
assiduous and successful. From the first
his appearauce as 3 preacher met with
great acceptance. For this reasoen he soon
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got constant employment as an assistant to-
clergymon disqualified for duty, either by
bad health or the infirmities of age, His
services in this way were favourably re-
ceived by the parties chiefly interested.
As cvidence of this, it may suffice to state,
that, when he left Scotland for Canada, the
congregation to which he had been at that
time miunistering presented him with a
valuable token of respect, esteem, affection,
and gratitude. Had it consorted with his
views to seck a permanent charge by popu-
lar election, his efforts would likely have
been crowned with success; but, either
from principle or prejudice, he seems to
have declined to submit to an ordeal of this
pature. He may, however, have been
partly influenced in this matter by ap-
parently weil grounded expectations that
he would eventually attain the object of
his wishes through the instrumentality of
patronage.

As he always carefully prepared for the
pulpit, his discourses were never jejune or
feeble. They were characterized by deep
thought, good composition, clear arrange-
ment, and seriptural sentiments. To not
a few of his sermons the writer has listened
with pleasure and profit. They all gave
evidence of a vigorous and reflecting mind.
As Jesus was the foundation of his own
hopes, he had obviously determined to
know nothing amongst his people but Jesus
Christ and bim crucified. All that he
spoke tended immediately or remotely to
elorify the adorable Saviour. Ifhe preach-
ed the law, it was that, as a schoolmaster,
it might lead sinners to Christ. If he
insisted on obedience, it was that he might
magnify the great Redeemer. And in pro-
claiming the doctrines of divine inspira-
tion, his appearance and manner could not
fail to prepossess the audiencein his favour.
His delivery was chaste, his enunciation
distinet, and his voice harmonious.

He was highly esteemed, not only by
his own congregation, but by the Church
at large. To this he owed his clevation to
the greatest honour which it has the power
to bestow. And as Moderator of . Synod he
gave general satisfaction. In conducting
devotional excrcises on that ocecasion, it
was remarked by some, to whom his abili-
ties were only partially known, that his
services were singularly appropriate and
solemn. But to those who had frequent
opportunities of hearing him, when so em-
ployed, there appeared to be nothing un-
xasual.

Ir his domestic relations he was loving
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and beloved. On this account he felt
family bereavements very scosibly. His
afflictions in this way.were unusually severe.
But under these, in so far as the public was
concerned, he bore up wonderfully. He
was naturally of a cheerful disposition. He
also secemed to think it to be his duty to
avoid the very appearance of murmuring.
He could not, however, conceal from his

intimate friends that he was deeply affected

by the sudden death of relations to whom
Lie had been greatly attached. It is, how-
ever, believed that the full extent of his
sorrow was only known to his God. And
there is reason to think that his latent
grief, originating from these afflictive dis-
pensations, was vrejudicial to his health,

In his intereourse with others, his man-
ner was gentlemanly and winning; a pecu-
liar blandness rendered his conversation
very pleasing, whether it related to ordinary
occurrences, or referred to subjects of graver
importance. By this means he was a
welcome visitor in every family. He was
a special favourite with youug people, little
children being no exception. Even these
were influenced by his urbanity and genial
disposition,

His desth was not unexpected either by
himself or others who knew his ailments.
He was fully conscious, for a considerable
time previous to his demise, extending to
not a few months, that he had a complica-
tion of diseases. These were also of sueh
a nature as to require almost constant medi-
cal assistance; and he was grateful that
this could be obtained so easily, readily,
and cfficiently: But, though he felt that
his strength was gradually but certainly de-
clining, he told a brother that he was deter-
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mined to prosecute his ministerial work
with what strength he had as long as pos-
sible. And it is pleasing now to reflect
that the truths which he so ably and faith-
fully proclaimed to others sustained him in
his former great afflicions, and supported
him in the immediate prospect of render-
ing his final account. .

But this pastor is taken from his flock,
and their loss is severe. The creature, on
whose lips they often hung with profit and
delight, is no more; his tongue is silent in
the grave. But all is not gone. He who
sent him for a season remain. the same,
and can send another labourer whenever he
pleases; and the uniform and considerate
kindness manifested to their former two
ministers may well encourage another to
occupy the vacant charge.

Mr. Thomson arrived in Canada in the
autumn of 1851, was inducted into the
charge of McNab and Horton on the 19th
day of November in the same year, and
departed this life on the 31st day of De-
cember, 1870. After viewing his body at
the Manse of Renfrew, some of his bre-
thren saw the coffin containing his mortal

remains laid in the grave on the 4thday. .

of January, 1871, in the presence of a
large assemblage, composed not only of his
mourning flock, but of others belonging %o
all classes and denominations in Renfrew
and the surrounding country. On Sabbath
last the pulpits of both churches were
draped in black. The attendance was
large, and a liberal collection was made for
the Widows' and Orphans’ Fund, and at
the conclusion of public worship the charge
was declared vacant.

- (horrespondence.

OBSERVANGCE OF DAYS.

To the Editor of the Presbyterian :
Sir,—I should not have ventured again
to “observe this subject with wards,” had
it not been for an unfair misrepresentation
which your correspondent, Glenelg's, letter
-contains, of one of he arguments in my
former letters. It is now so loag since
those letters have appeared that most of
your readers will probably have forgotten
their conterts, and would naturally iofer,
fiom a passage in Glenelg's letter, that the
desire to get rid of the ennui of an unoccu-
pied day, was a reason avowed for advocat-

h ]

ting the holding of religious services on
Christmas and  Good Friday; ¢ Holy
Thursday,” which seems particularly to
have impressed your correspondent’s mind,
not having been mentioned at all, as-it. is
ouly to legal public holidays that my re-
marks applied.

But no such thought or expression as .

that which Glenelg thus indicates is to be
found in ecither of my letters. I alhided

simply to the fact that the days mentioned

—Christmas Day and Good Friday—are
days on which, In this countzy, all classes
are thrown out of their usual employment,

.
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and to the equally well-known fact that the
_ mass of our people observe them merely as
davs of idleness and pleasure-secking, for
want of any better direction being given to
their thoughts. I alluded also to the cir-
cumstance that the more seriously disposed,
to satisfy the socially devotional instinets
which, even in Presbyterian nalures, the
associations of the days call forth, are
obliged to seek that satisfaction in joining

the services of our brethren of the Church-

of England. Perhaps, however, the bro-
therly expression of Chri§tiari syxppathy—
underlying external divisions, which is the
result of this, —is at least one compensation
for the deficiency which is the cause of it !
But it by no means follows that they do
this because they would otherwise find the
time * hang heavy on their hands!”

It is, no doubt, a beautiful ideal picture,
—that of every Presbyterian spending the
whole of these unoccupied days in searching
out and aiding the widow and the orphan;
but it is one which, looking at things as
they are, must, I fear, for the present
remain ideal. And as, in the meantime,
with by far the greater number of Presby-
. terians, the days are much more likely to

be speut in idleness and pleasure-secking,
sometimes innocent, sometimes question-
able, why should our Church disdain to
try, by a short service, to secure some at
least of the vacant time which the enemjy
of souls is only too ready to appropriatc?
Will any thoughtful observer of human
nature say that any one will be less likely
to engage in works of charity and love, after
an hour or an hour and a half spent in
earnest devotional exercises ?—call it a
prayer meeting if you will.  After an
earnest address from an earnest pastor on
the love of Christ shown to men in the
events which these days commemorate, will
His people be less, will they not be much
more, likely to cogage in those works of
love to their brother man which that Divine
loveis'so fitted to draw forth ?

My opponent’s objection to the spending
of time in devotional exercises which might
be given to works of charity irresistibly
recall some words uttered long ago, though
I am far from wishing to insiouate that
they are conceived in the same spirit;
“ Why wasnot this otntment sold for three
hundred pence and given to the poor?™
His arguments would apply equally against
the holding of prayer meeting= or any other
devotional meetings on week days, against
our sacramental fast day services, against
he anonal Thaoksgiving Day services,
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which are so becoming and appropriate. I
presume ‘hat he does not mean to say that
we shoulc. give no time to private prayer
on working days. Why then may we not
meet together for public prayer for the
quickening of the devotional element which
contact with the every day world is so apt
to deaden—on days when we have the
leisure for doing so, arising from the very
fact that the religious sentiment of other
Christian bodies, has from time immemorial
set them apart for religious esercises ?

If, when Christmas Day falls on a Sun-
day, as it recently did, our ministers are to
consider it an infringement of their Presby-
terianism toread a passage or say a word to
direct a people to their true reasons for the
gladness which impels their hearers, never-
theless, as they leave the Church, to wisk
each other a *“ merry Christmas;” if we are
to hug so closely the past traditions of our
Church, dating from times of storm and
conflict, as to interfere with the Christian
liberty for observing a day ¢ to the Lord "
when it may be proved expedient to do so;
is not this to make an idol of our Presby-
terianism, and to cling to the * traditions of
mep,” as if they were of Divine authority ?
1t is worth while to examine whether this
evil, which we denounce in other bodies,
may not exist to a very considerable extent
among ourselves.

In fact, my opponent’s objection to the
using of time for devotional purposes which
might be spent in active work, would not
only apply with equal force to the holding
of any religious meeting on any week-day ;
but it Aas also been used by some of the
‘““advinced " philanthropists of the present
day, against the practices of attending the
sanctuary on the Lord’s Day on the ground
that the time would be better spent in
works of active beneficence.

1f our churches are thinly attended on
the Sabbath it can only be for lack of a
devotional spirit among our people, and it
is in order to further the inerease of this
spirit, the ouly influence that will fill our
churches and keep us * in the spirit on the
Lord’sDay ” that I advocate the turning to
account our idle days for higher purposes. *

My opponent’s observations on the im-
portance of the Christian duties of alms-
giving and missionary efforts among the
poor and degraded are well worthy of
attention.  'We all, undoubtedly, want
stirring up in this particular, and I trust
yourreaders will profit by them. But they
do not exactly prove his argument, inas-
much as the Ritualistic party in the Church



THE PRESBYTERIAN

of England, from Father Ignatius down
to the humblest curate or Sister of Charity,
are—however much weregret their peculiar
tenets—proverbially remarkable for their
gelf-denying and uutiring labours among
the poor and ignorant, in which, indecd,
they put those whom we consider more
enlightened to shame! And I doubt very
much whether Protestants generally do at
all come up, in rheir zeal for works of mercy
and charity, to our Roman Catholic breth-
ren and sisters, with all their errors.

No Christian body is perfeet. There is
much to improve on all sides, nor need we
scorn to borrow a good idea from any. I
should most sincerely lament aby approach
to ritualism or formal observance of any
kind; but, I think one of the most insidious
approaches of formalism exists in the idea
of a broad dividing line between work and
worship , the losing sight of the truth that
the worship must pervade and sanctify the
work, and that the work, to be Christian
work, must spring from that love to Christ
and communion with Him which is the
essential element of worship, and the more
closely we maintain this life of love and
communion which it is the aim and end of
our devotional exercises, public or private,
to foster, the more strongly will our streams
of charity run.

By ail weans let our simple Presbyterian-
ism continue to maintain its protest against
the encroachments of a ritualistic spirit,
against the placing importance on externals
and non-essentials, and giviog to the symbol
the place due to the truthsymbolized, while
at the same time we try to draw as near as
we can to our brethren of other communions
in Christian sympathy, where that will
involve no real sacrifice of our Christian
principles. But I do not think that the
spirit of the time, i Canuda, at least,
points pearly so much to the multiplication
of rites and ceremonies as to the seculariza-
tion of life and thought and feeling,—the
worldliness, the materialism which, I fear,
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is growing and increasing with our country's
prosperity. It is ¢his which makes us cold
and dead; it is thes, far more than ecclesi-
astictsm, which is most likely to ¢ suffocate
our true spiritual life.”

And it is because I think that the reli-
gious observance of days already associated
ie all minds with the two most important
events in the history of God’s dealings with
man,—days which are now observed as
mere holidays by most of us, might prove a
real help to our earnest ministers in their
earnest efforts to stem this tide of worldliness
and materialism, and might aid us in at-
taining to a more devotional spirit, that I
have ventured to advocate it at so great
length. I am indebted to the replies of my
oppunent for the opportunity of pursuing the
subject farther and through a greater variety
of aspects than I should otherwise have
done. I would slightly vary an expression
in his letter by saying that * with Jesus in
the heart” any church is *‘ capable of
almost miraculous powsr.” And I would
like to see every practicable means used to
bring Him more closely into the hearts of
our people gencrally, and His influence to
bear on their daily life,

I have very little hope of having said
anything that will convince your corres-
pondent “ Glenelg"’ against his will! But
I think many will be 1nclined to admit that
to deny ourselves the privilege of meeting
for religious exercises on these days of
leisure, then it would not be wrong, and
might be very much for our spiritual profit
to do sv, is making quite too much of any
objection that can reasonably be urged
against it. However, I should be sorry to
wound the conscientious scruples of any
Christian brother, and I have, throughout,
argued it solely as @ matter of Christian
cxpediency in regard to which the Word of
God, our only authoritative guide, gives no
positive decision on either side.

I am, yours, &c.,
A Lay MEMBER:

Quticles Communicuted.

—

THE PRIZE ESSAY ON THE UNION.

Although the Prize Essay on the subject
of the proposed Union has alrcady been
noticed in the pages of the Presbyterian,
it may be permitted to another pen, also,
to express the pleasure with which we no-
tice the appearance, at last, of the long

looked for Prize Essay of the Church on
this important subject. It is, indeed, 2
sad and significant proof of the unfor-
tunate condition of the Christian Church
in our day, that a pamphlet of upwards of
fifty pages should have tc be written to de-
monstrate that no sufficient cause exists for
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keeping asunder two bodies of Christians
holding the same doctrines, maintaining
the same form of Church government—
identical in hopes, interests and ains ;—
without one dividing principle to keep
them apart. It makes us lament afresh
the misdirected zeal that caused the mis-
chief which it costs so many years of labour
to'undo. But the past is past; and how-
ever much earnest and thoughtful men in
both bodies may lament the existing state
of things, it is undeniable that there are
in the way of the union we desire several
rather complicated questions, which it will
require wisdom and delicacy of treatment
on both sides to adjust.

Mr. Campbell’s calm, temperate and
thoughtful essay—which, by the way, con-
tains an excellent statement of the prin-
ciples of tolerance, and which from its
fairpess and freedom from partizanship,
makes good, we think, his desire that no
one should be able to discover from internal
-evidence to which branch of the Presby-
terian Church the author belongs—will, we
doubt not, prove a useful hand-book to
those on both sides who are interested in
the movement. both as regards its exposi-
tion of the difficulties and its suggestions
as to their removal. Of these the college
question will probably prove one of the
most formidable, but even that may, we
trust, be amicably and satisfactorily set-
tled.

Mr. Campbell’s enumeration of the ad-
vantages of union is very forcible, and cal-
culated to convince even the most sceptical
as to its desirability. Oune point,—perhaps
the most likely to impress ordinary ob-
servers, and which he turns to good ac-
count,—is the extent to which the present
state of sub-division interferes with the
spread of Gospel light and the efficient
maintenance of Christian privileges. The
familiar spectacle of a multiplication of
small half-supported churches in a little
town or village, while regions of miles
around lie, perhaps, completely destitute of
a church within reasonable distance, is one
of the most striking esemplifications of
the working of this miserable principle of
disunion. We hope it may touch the
hearts and appeal to the better feelings of
many whose prejudices are still only too
strong,—to an extent, perhaps, hardly
known or appreciated by enthusiastic union
men.

Most heartily do we agree with the
author’s concluding remarks as to the way
in which the union may best be brought
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about; not by forcing it on unwilling
Synods, or by taking any premature action
which might rouse a storm of opposition
in the lower strata, which do not “ecrop
out” in our Church Courts. It must rather
he by the efforts of ministers to foster
a spirit of love and charity among their
people, and by the endeavours of the more
thoughtful and large-hearted of our laymen
to remove old prejudices, and awaken a
brotherly feeling among individuals on both
sides, A few years of earnest, silent effort
of this kind would do moare to bring about
a real union—not a mere forcibie amalga-
mation—than any number of synodical
speeches, however eloquent. But let all
who feel ‘“how good and how pleasant it
is for brethren to dwell together in unity,”
co. sider that they, individually, have a
special interest and duty in the matter.

In conrection with this it may be re-
gretted that Mr. Camplell’s essay is, un-
avoidably, from its nature, a little toc dry
and statistical to be very popular, or largely
read among the masses of our peopte.
Might it not be usefully supplemented by
a small tract, which might be scattered
broadeast among the people,—a short, ani-
mated, earnest appeal to their sense of duty,
and of the obeuience due to their Divine
Redeemer,—appealing, not so much to
things as they are, as to the verdiet of con-
seience on what they should be,—whether
prejudices should not be laid aside, and
predilections sacrificed, in order that Chrise
tian brethren who should never have been
separated—children of the same ancestral
church, and bound to each other by every
natural tie,—may be united again ?

And let us trust that the spirit of Chris-
tian charity, once awakened, may estend
its happy influence even beyond the bounds
of our Presbyterian communion, that we
may learn to regard those who are divided
from us by a greater distance, as still, and
not less truly, our brethren,—not as op-
ponents whom we must jealously watch,
and criticise, and keep in check, but as
fellow-servants of the same Divine Re-
deemer, and members with ourselves of the
same great “ Church of the First born.”
We cannot, it is true, at present see the
way in which all the unhappy dissensions
of the Church of Christ are to be healed,
so that it may be restored to its pristine
unity. It is difficult to imagine how Pres-
byterians and Episcopalians, and Congre-
gationalists, are to lay aside their conscien-
tious principles as to organization, and
unite in oue body. But what we can do

>
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let us do! So far as we can, let us try to
bring about external unity, and where we
can not have the outward form of unity,
let us at least try to cultivate its animating
spirit!  Let us not widen the breaches of
Zion by harsh denunciations, or unncces-
sary opposition or unfair misrepresentation.
Let us rather try to bridge them over, so
far as may be, by a fair and loving appre-
ciation of good in those from whom we
differ, in which Preshyterianism has
always been rather deficient, and by a
genial spirit of sympathy in the very many

5
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points which, as Christians, we have in
common. So
“Dyaw we nearer, d 1
Luach io his brr:I/u'(cll‘le—BZ t]c?y&’od/”
And we shall be at least benefitting our
own spirits, and preparing the way for the
great [Icad of the Church when He shall
come in person to heal her wounds,—to
solve all problems of disunion, and accom-
plish the fulfilment of IIis own prayer,
“ tlw.,t they muy be one, cven as we are
one.’

Fotices and Bebielos,

SWEDENBORG AND MODERN BIBLICAL
CRITICISM.
By the Rev. Epwin Gouup, M.A. Boston:
H. H. and T. W. CARTER.

The author of the present work is a
minister of what is called the New Chureh,
or the Church of the New Jerusalem, the
former title being that by which its adhe-
rents desire to have it known. It is
founded on the works of Swedenborg,
whose name is well known as the author of
a number of mystical works, but of whom
the general public know little else. He
was born in Sweden in 1638, and died in
London in the beginning of 1772. The
family was ennobled in 1719, and Em-
manuel received the best education that
was attainable, and was in early life the
subject of deep religious impressious. He
atuained to distinguished eminence in the
study of mathematics and mechanics and
enjoyed the confidence of his sovereigu,
his attainments in mechanies having enabled
him to assist materially in the defence
of his country. There is undoubted evi-
dence that Swedenborg possessed 2 mind
of no ordinary capzcity, and his admis-
sion to the ranks of various learned
societies shows the opinion entertained
of him by his contemporaries. It was
in 1745 when he was in his fifty-seventh
year that he assumed a new character,
which there is no reason to doubt was
adopted in all sincerity. In that year he
announced himself as being called to a new
and holy officc by the Lorp HIMSELF,
who manifested Himself to him in person,
and opened his sight fo a view.of the
spiritual world, and granted him the privi-
lege of conversing with spirits and urgels.
From this time he devoted himself to the

study of mystical subjects and wrote and
published a large number of works, all of
that character.

So much we have thought it necessary
to say regarding the founder of a sect
which numbered but few adherents in his
life time, and has never played any very
conspicuous part in the religious history of
the world. It will serve as a slight intro-
duction to the work now under considera-
tion. Mr. Gould, the author of this un-
pretending volume, writes in 2 commen-
dable spirit of kindliness, and evidently
with a sincere desire to lay before hin
readers what he believes to be the truth.
The first part is occupied with a considera-
tion of various scliemes of Biblical criti-
cism, and the theories of modern eritics, an
analysis of which he gives in an interesting
form, and with an evident desire to state
them fairly. All these are, however, laid
aside as unsatisfactery, the second part
being occupied with the attempt to show
that the mode of interpretation adopted by -
Swedenborg is the only one by which a full
understanding of the Sacred Scriptures can
be reached. There is no doubt a most
ingenious method adopted of overcoming
the difficultics to be met with in the study
of the historical books, that it is one that
commends itself to the critical mind is not
quite so clear. DBriefly stated it is that there
is & deep symbolical meaning in all the
histories given, and that only such portions
of the evenis ave narrated as are necessary
to confirm the apiritual truths of which
they are symbols, aud that such events in
the lives of the Jewish Kings, for instance,
as it was proper to be knowa to save them
from the condemnation to which tt :y would
be exposed, if only those which the spiri-



34

tual lessons to be derived from their lives
were told, have been narrated in what are
not the WoRrp (the Book of Chronicles
being thus regarded.) The “ Theory of
the New Church” on these points will be
found in the work beginning at page 135
and onwards. Other difficulties are met with
in a3 somewhat different manner. The
narrative of the Forty days Temptation of
our Saviour is explained as having been
laid in the spiritual and not in the natural
world, and was a purely representative, and
not 2 real transaction even in that world.
Besides, the number forty indicates a
state of temptation, and express the eatire
period of the temptation, whether longer
or shorter, from begioning to end. Kvery
incident, in fact, is treated as having a dis-
tinct symbolical meaning, and the fancy is
carried to the extreme, Swedeirbors’s theory
being that “ there is not a singie iota, or
point, or little twirl, in the letter of the
Word which does not contain a Divine
Sanctity in thum.” Se with every incident,
even with those which to the minds of the
most profound thinkers present nothing
which can by auny. possibility be twisted
into the semblance of any other than the
plain meaning on the surfuce; each oncis
transformed into something deep and recon-
dite and applicd to the clearing up of a
mysterious truth. We confess that inge-
nious as are the theories propounded, they
carry no conviction to our mind, although
they evidently doso to the mind of the author,
who whatever may be his other qualifica-
tion has the very important one of being
able to discuss his subject without acerbity
and with very considerable ingenuity. As
a brief exposition of the views of the New
Church, the volume may prove serviceable
to students of the variations of religious
belief.

Py

Oczrise oF Sir W. HaxirTox's PHILo-
sorBY. A Text Book for Students.
By the Rev. J. CLaRR NTkRAY, Pro-
fessor of Mental and Moral Philosophy,
Queen’s University, Canada.

As the title-page of the volaw:e indicates,

ii is intended in the first instance for stu-

dents, But there is a wider public who
hear occasional echoes of the problems de- i
bated among the professc. cuitivaters of
philosophy, and who woald be very willing |
to breathe the difficult metaphysical air them.
sclves, if only they could sccure good and
casily accessible gnidancee, and particularly in
our {imes, when philasophy descendsinto the
magarine, and practical questions aresolved
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more than ever before with reference to
philosophical first principles. A man can
scarcely help having some kind of meta-
physical creed ; he has only the choice of
taking it from philosophers, or from, philo-
phasters. No man in one century has been
more influential in furnishing premises to
our best and soundest thinkers than Hamil-
ton; but, unfortunately, one can hardly
imagine an author whose works at first view
are more likely to daunt the curiosity which
his reputation raised. In the first place
tiey wear a formidably crudite air; a man
with the prevailing modern tastes bardly
cares to venture into the presence of the
sciolists and schoolmen whose decision
Hamilton so frequently invokes. In the
second place, they are of an extremely occa-
sional and Leterogencous character. One
may read all the lectures and imagine that he
understands very well all about how the non
¢go is known, and learn after 21l that he ison
the mere outside of the master’s doctrines
a- yet, and must seek for its kernel under
s.ne obscure asterisk in a closely-printed
page of notes. Add to these difficulties
the historical and controversial character of
much of his profoundest thinking, and we
may understand how an amatcur’s ambition
is likely to be quenched on an approach to
his writings. He is disposed to reason
that if the magazine is perhaps shallower,
it Is at least casier. If the deeper philosophy
is to bristle with learned pames, and to
drag with it so vasta bagzage-train of com-
mentaries, citations and coatroversics,
raising at the same time so much old library
dust, he fecls that for his part it will be
nceessary to resign the hope of mastering
the deeper philosophy.

To this class Prof. Murray has rendered
an essential servicee He wisely suffers
Hamilton to speak for himself, so that the
reader gets the thought in the language of
its author, which is probably in the quali-
ties of clearness and direct, sinewy foree,
unmatched as a vehicle for philosopbical
ideas. Much of the best and most charac-
teristic writing of Hamilton finds, of course,
no place here; it was impossible to insert
controversial and historical discussion, how-
ever instructive, in a text-book. We have,
however, ample compensation for this in the
brinzing together of the digecla membra
of a philesophical system which, it is main-
tained by some, had scarcely worked itself
into a sclf-consistent whole in its author’s
mind, and certainly never was represented
anywhere in his works.

The logical order which Professor Nur-
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ray, according to the necessitics of his plan,
follows, sometimes bring together passages
of different dates, and representing different
states of opinion. This was inevitable,
and, on the whole, is an advantage, even if
it does cause the reading to jolt a little at
times.

Of course, it is quite unnecessary to say
anything to recommend the study of Ham-
ilton’s philosophy. It is more to the pur-
pose to say that the present volume is man-
ifestly the fruitof an intimate acquaintance
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with the text of Hamilton, nunited to a firm
hold of the principles and tendencies of his
philosophy. The reader may rely on Snd-
ing all the system here if he does not find
all the strength of the man himself. To
those for whom the work is specially in-
tended— who study under the stimulus of
examinations—we commend it asan orderly,
completed and coherent exposition of the
essential points of Hamiltor’s philosophy,
and an invaluable guide to further investi-
gations in the original sources.

@he Thurehes my their Flissions,

DEAN STANLEY ON THE SCOTTISH
CHURGH.

The following report of Dean Stanley's
lectures on the * Scuttish Church” 1s from
the Oxford Undergraduate Journal :—

The Dean of Westminster delivered
iatcly three lectures on the Scottish Church,
in the Hall of New College, Oxford. The
audiences were large, especially on the third
day, and, besides Gndergraduaates, comprised
a considerable number of ladies, and several
distinguished strangers, amongst whom was
the famous Pere Hyacinthe.

The lecturer began by a graceful allusion
to his own connectioa with Scotland as a
member of Balliol College. He disclaimed
any intention of giving a regular narrative
of the history of the Church of Scotland,
that field being already so amply filled ; but
promised rather to indicate what scemed
to him the salient features of Scotch Eccle-
siasticism. The threec Churches, Established,
Dissenting, and Episcopai, had indeed pre-
served, in spite of the disunion and in spite
of the fact that cach had at one time pre-
dominated over the others, an intimate
sensc of their being parts of one Church,
an honest recognition of their common
creed. A dissenter in  Scotland prided
himself on his churchmanship, not on his
dissent. Butyet the singular intensity of
Scotch ceclesiastical life presents all reli-
glous types in a morc vivid, even more
grotesque form than in other nations.

The subjeet of the first lecture was the
Primitive Charch, and the modern Epis-
copal. The first Christian Charch of Scat-
land, the Dean said, was cssentially Pres
byterian. Its so-caiicd bishops were realiy
Presbyters; its true chic{ was the Abbot,

their jurisdiction, to Columba. And this
primitive constitution was returned to at
the Reformation, though probably with no
conscious refercnce to the past.

The lecturer then referred at length to
the early Celtic Church, the carcer of
Columba, and the settlement in Tona. This
was the first foundation of Christianity in
Scotland. The second great epoch was the
introduction of a southern influence by
Queen  Margaret. This epoch 1is the
beginning o Episcopacy proper in Seotland.
She and her sons founded the medimval
Charch of Scotland; their buildings were
copies of the great English charches, and
their Church, which supplanted the primi-
tive Culdec one, was cssentially English too.
In St. Andrew's there are architectural
remains of both stages. Primates of the
Scotch Church were all English prelates
till so late a date as the 15th century. The
fall of this system at the Reformation, its
complete abolition in favour of Presbyte-
rianiem, was owing partly to its being an
exotic, much more to its own vices and
terrible degencracy-

After treating at some length of these
various points, Dean Stanley proceeded to
speak of the modern Scotch Episcopal -
Church. This last stage, he said, resembled
in many respects its predecessors. It has
been foreign in its introduction, and it has
always rccognised Presbyterianism as the
national religion. It only veccived the
Thirty-nine Articles during the rcign of
George I11. In all essential points, it was
less Roman and more Protestant than the
English. Presbyterian ordination was held
suficient for an English clergyman, its min-
isters wore black gowns—as opposed to the

Even in Kogland, many bishops in the | bluc ones of the Presbyterians, (hence
North owed their consceration, or at least | # black prelacy, ™ opposed to © true blae
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Presbyterianism.”) The intresion of pastors
took rise with Preshyterian patrons on
Episcopal congregations.

In two important features, however, the
Church has shown itself truly Seotch.
They disputed and separated on poiuts
which no one South of the Tweed has suc-
ceeded in understanding. And they stead-
fastly refused to accept the £nglish Prayer-
Book, which was only introduced after the
death of the last of the Stuarts.

The chiel characteristic of Scotch his-
tory, has been its utmosphere of romance.
And this, too, strikes us in her ceclesias-
tical history. The wars of the Covenanters
remind us of the Stag of Holyrood and the
Highland secondsight. England has no sto-
ries like those of Bruce wnd the good Sir
James, nor has it anything to compare with
Melrose, Roslyn, or Edinburgh. Now it is
noteworthy that in more modern times the
romantic stories have all been maintained
by the Episcopal Church. Mary, Claver-
house, and Charles Edward, owe their
charm to that bedy ; the Presbyterians re-
member them with abhorrence.

In our time the Church has lost its
Presbyterian and its Jacobite leaven, and
become little more than a branch of the
English Church. Yet, though it is not the
National Church, and should not pretend
to be; though it is essentially English, not
Scoteh ; it hasstill its part to play. Ifit
despises its fellow Churches, if it tries to
become a Church of the rich alone, then the
day may come when we may once more “be
glad to say that it is but the shadow of a
shade. ” But if it plays its part worthily,
it may be a beneficial influcnce, not unlike
that which Queen Margaret exerted of
oxd.

The sccond lecture, was devoted to an
examination of the Presbyterian Church,
somewhat similar to that bestowed on the
Episcopal in the preceding one. There was
not much of real interest in this lecture, as
the Dean confessed at the ouiset that he
had utterly failed to comprchend the Doc-
trinal points with reference to which the
great scparations had taken place.

The third lecture was to resume this
subject, and to trace the influence now
working in the Scotch Presbyterian Church.
Bakle, he said, had attacked the Scotch |
Clergy of the 15th and 16th centaries as |
the most intolerant and bigoted of any

except in Spain. It is cnough to urgec
against this picture that the perivd imme-
diately succeeding this shows us Scotch

clergymen perbaps the wmost enlightencd
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and liberal of any couuntry in Europe.
The perfervidum tngenium was tempered,
especially in the Kstablishment, by that
canuy and moderate tone which has also
been predicated as a characteristic of
Scotchmen.

The lecturer then dwelt at length on
the characters of Robert Douglus, Bishop
Leighton, Lawrence Charteris, William

Jarstuirs, and others, Of Leighton he
ohserved that the Moderate party, how-
ever faulty afterwards, might at least claim
the most saintly of Protestant divines. It
was somewhat singular that the virtue of
moderation, which St. Paul preached,
should in Scotland be a badge of evil.

They also began to see the necessity of
home missions, and of an educated clergy.
Warburton’s sneer at Scotch clergy as
¢ half fanatics and bhalf infidels ” only shows
his narrowness of view. There had indeed
been no great theological works written by
Scotch divines, but LDr. Carlyle’s boast was
true, that in history, philosophy, rhetoric,
tragedy, and mathematies, the leading
name in his time was that of a Scoteh
clergyman.  Ooply in this century had
these pursuits become ecqually at home in
the Church of Englaud. Tillotson, Jeremy
Taylor, Newman, and Robertsos of Brigh-
ton, had nouc of them attained the popu-
larity reached by Blair's sermons.  Robert-
son of Edinburzh, and Campbell of Aber-
deen, were fine samples of any Church;
and the treatment received by Hume from
the Scotch clergy was honourable in the
highest degree.

Though the establishinent was the home
of freedom, there were not wanting brilliant
exceptions to the narrowness of seceders.
Gillespie, of the Xelief Seccossion, was
rather driven out of the Church than left
it, and perbaps his influence still lingers in
the United Preshyterian body : and othiers
were not behind him.

Of the present state of the Church he
merely obscrved that the Establishuent
maintained its position as the home of free
thought and free action, which made it,
not the narrow and rigid body which bore
the name, the true ¥ree Church. It was
still the Church of Carstairs and Douglas,
the Church of Chalmers in his best days,
the Church of Lec, and Tulloch, and the
Storys, and Caird, and Norman Macleod.

The great characteristic of the Scotch
Church on its best side, iis rowance, its

! independence, its moderation, aud its philo-

sophical culture, are well excwplified in
the two great Scotch writers, Burns and
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Scott. These men vindicated the title of
pocts to be prophets, wise religious teachers.
After an eloquent panegyric on Sir .
Scott, the lecturer concluded by saying,
that to onc who had struggled with the
doubts of our time, Scutt's theology would
be found amply sufficient.

Toe True Cooien TUsion,— Let
those who will, indulge in the dream, or
cherish the waking visivn, of a single uni-
versal Church on earth, recognized and
aceepted of men, whose authority is bind-
ing on every conscience and decisive of
every_point of faith or form. To the eye
of God, indeed, such a church may be
visible even now, in ¢ the blessed company
of all faithful people,” in whatever region
they may dwell, with whatever organiza-
tion they may be counceted, with Him as
their head, “of whom the whole family in
carth and heaven is named.” And as, in
some grand orchestra, huundreds of per-
formers, cach with his own instrument and
his own scparate score, strike widely
variaot notes, and produce sounds, some-
times in clese succession and sometimes at
lengthened intervals, which heard alone
would seem to be wanting in everything
like method or meclody, but which heard
togetber are found delighting the car and
ravishing the soul with a flovd of magnifi-
cent harmony, as they give concerted
expression to the glowing conceptions of
some mighty master, like him, the centen-
nial anniversary of whose birthduy has
just been commemorated [Beethoven ]—
even so, it may be, that from the differing,
broken, and often “scemingly discordant,
strains of sincerc seckers after God, the
divine car, upon which no lisp of the voice
or breathing of the heart is cver lost,
catches only a combined and glorious
anthem of prayers and praise!

But to human ears such harmonics are
not vouchsafed. The Church, in all its
majestic unity, shall be revealed hereafter.
The “Jerusalem, which is the mother of
us all, is above;” and we can only humbly
hupe that, in the Providence of God, its
gates shail be wider, and its courts fuller,
and its members quickened aud multiplied,
by the very differences of formn and ot doe-
trine which have divided Christians from
cach other un carth, and which have created
something of competition and rivalry, and
cven of contention, in their cfforts to
advance the ends of their respective deno-
minations. Absolute religious uniformity,
as poor human nature is now counstituted,
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would hut too certainly be the cause, if it
wcre not itself the consequence, of absolute
religious indifference and stagnation.

Syart YorNa Preacners.—Some of
our young preachers, unwilling to toil and
gain by slowly recognized merit a name
and influence, are tempted to adopt some
means by which to jump to a high place.
Some imitate noted jreachers in tones,
gestures, and movements. They walk the
pulpit, give ominous winks, and occasionally
secm to attempt to tear themsclves in
pieces by energetic action. Some will say
a funny thing, or a studied satire, or what
is more commnon than all just now, say
¢“liberal” things, and contemptuously
refer to “old, expioded dogmas.” Ol
what changes are rung on dogmas! What
a bugbear to many! For a young man 0
say, “I don’t belicve in total dcpravity,
infant damnation, clection,” &e., or to offer
some caricature as if such were really a
church belief, or ¢ make a little fun > of
the superstitions of futhers and mothers,
such things tell powerfully wupon a
name. . . . The other day one of
these “bright lights” had occasion to
refer to the elder Iidwards, and spoke in a
tone of modest ignorance about the man.
Then, suddenly, pausing in his line of
remark, he started off thus: ¢ Perhaps
some of you may wonder that I don’t
know much of ldwards, whom everybody
speaks so highly of and reveres. Well, I
do confess I never rcad his works, nor
have I rcad llopkins, and DBellamy, and
Dwight, and above all,John Calvin, whose
theology I never saw and never wish o
see. Such men did well enough for our
fathers, but not for us.  Thisage I think,
&e., &e. < I believe in such men as Robert-
suon, Beecher, Channing,” &c., & I
heard one afterward remark, “I1 did’nt
worder at his not haviug read Xdwards,
&e., for I knew that, when I first heard
him; but I did wonder what body of
ministers ever thought him fit to preach;
and as for Beecher ever feeling honoured
by such a fellow, he's had too many such,
squealing at his heels.”

Wiar 1s A BIRETTA ?—Mr. Charles
Walker, who announces himnscif as © Act-
ing Crercmoniarius,” of St James® Chapel,
Brighten iis very anxious that Mr. Purchas’
reasous should be kuown for wearing the
“ hiretta,” that mysterious little cap about
which an important lawsuit is now being
carricd un.  Mr. Walker is the author of
the * Ritual Reason Why,” and has paid
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groat attention to these subjects. The
result of Lis rescarches is a cunviction that
there is nothing syimbolical of “the glory
of the Pricsthood ” in the ¢ biretta,” the
great object of which is to keep the clergy-
man’'s head warm. Hitherto, many credu-
lous persons have becn lubvuring under the
delusion, which Mr. Walker now explodes,
that Dr. Stephens knew something about
Ecelesiastical luw, vestinents included. Tt
appears Dr. Stepliens dues not know what
the “ zuechetto ” is. It is not, as he sup-
poses, the external framework, but the
inner scull-cap which fits the Lead, and
which is not neeessarily or by any means
universally buttoned to the ¢ biretta,”
which encloses it. These are certainly
tremendous issues, and it is to be hoped
that the great button question will be
fully considered by the Privy Council.

MissioNARY AsPEcTS.—There is some-
thing very stimulating in a survey of the
world in 1ts present aspects. It is a privi-
lege to live in so sublime a period, when
God is going forth in his glory to subdue
the nations to Himself. The notes of
preparation are heard in every land. The
mountain-tops already glow with the
radiance of the morning. Nations once
sitting in darkness have scen the great
light. The gathering of the people to the
spiritual Shilok goes forward with accele-
rated speed. The tumults among the
nations are opeaing more widely the ave-
nues for the promulgation of the gospel,
and the rage of the heathen is only indica-
tive of the overthrow of their superstitions,
and the establishment of the reign of
Christ. The new year, just dawning upon
us, will be a great year for the kingdom of
our Immanuel. Let every disciple gird
himsclf to renewed conseeration, to greater
faitbfulness, to a more enlarged Liberty, to
more fervent prayer.

PASTORAL TRAINING OF MINISTERS.

The following scheme isof as muek impor-
tance here as in Scotland, and we therefure
publish the letter of Mr. Stephen in full
as published in the Church of Scotland
Lecord :

I take the liberty of offering a few
remarks on the scheme for making provi
sion for ¢ the Pastoral Training of Minis-
ters,’ which was under the consideration of
the Jast General Assembly.  The object of
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ters, and to affurd such directions for their
guidance as may be aseful tu them when
they are called to undertake the oversight
of parishes. The members of the Church
may be surprised that this is not already
done. But hitherto the Church has done
very little—sometimes almost nothing—in
this way. While every attention is given
to make good thevlogical scholars, they are
very seldom taught how to put their know-
ledge to practical use. It issurely aserious
omission in their training, that they are
sent out mercly as accomplished students,
without knowing liow to deal with living
men to their doubts, and fears, and hopes,
and struggles ; that they should have to
commence their ministry without any pre-
vious directions how to adapt themselves to
the reguirements of the people, how to
cummunicate their knowledge in an effec-
tive way, or how practically to become wise
guides and useful counsellors to those whose
souls are committed to their charge. Li-
cence by the Church to preach isunderstood
to imply that the licentiates are thoroughly
qualified, as far as the Church can make
them, for all parts of ministerial work. But
itfrequently happens that during their atten-
dagce at the Divinity Hall the students
reccive no instructions whatever on the
practical work of the ministry—on the
duties which will be required and expected
from thew as preachers and pastors. All
the training they receive in this depart-
ment, is during such short time as the pro-
fessors of theology may be able to spare
from other subjects; and from the present
shortened curriculum of three years they
find it generally impossible to devote any
part of their course to it. The consequence
is, that the students are ordained as minis-
ters of the Church, and intrusted with the
charge of parishes, without any rules hav-
ing been given them for their guidance in
the practical work in which they are to
engage. \With the view of supplying this
defect, a proposal wassubmitted to the last
General Assembly, that lecturers should be
spectally appointed to give instruction in
pastoral theology. In the report which
was then given in:

“ The Committee proposc that these
lecturers shall be parish ministers, and that
they shall be appointed by subscribers of
£10 aouually, cach subscription of £10
centitling to one vote in the appointment ;
and churches contributing £10 should have

this scheme is to give instruction to the | power to nominate onc of their number to
stu.dcnts_ on the details of practical work represent and vote for them. Besides, as it
which will be expected fron them as minis- | would be desirable not to rest on annual

-~
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subscripticns, but to look forward to a per-
manent endowment for such lectureships ;
and as there would be many who would
contribute to a fund for endowment who
might not be dispused to subseribe annaally,
the Committee think that donations so
given should be vested in trustees, and that
these trustees should have a share in the
patronage and appuintment. The lecturers
should hold the office for two years, and
they should receive an annual salary of not
less than £200 each.

“ The duties of the lecturer would be, in
the first instance, to give about twenty or
thirty lectures, at such times as might be
agreed on with the professors of theology,
and suitable for the students during the
winter session. The object of the lectures
would be to give instructions on what may
be called the art as distinguished from the
science, to teach the student how practi-
cally to apply the knowledge he has acquired
in the purely scientific departments of’ theo-
logy. And the lectures should comprise
such subjects as homiletics, the preparations
for and the manner of preaching, and the
best modes of presenting truth in the most
Intcresting. vigorous, and impressive man-
ner. They should embrace, too, all matters
rclative to the devotional esercises of the
Church, and the best and most useful man-
ner of conducting the public services of the
sanctuary. Combined with such iustruc-
tions, aud to give them full practical value,
the students might be required frequently
to conduct devotional exercises in the Lec-
turer’s presence, and to writc out such
prayers as might be used in public worship,
which the Lecturer might have an oppor-
tunity of criticising and correcting; that
thus they may be thoroughly trained and
qualified to conduct the devotional part of
divine service in such 2 way as to make it
cdifying and profitable, and to call into
exercise the religious sentiments and spiri-
tual sympathics of the people. Much useful
information might also be given on the
history, nature, and character of wissions
at home and abroad, so as to excite in the
minds of the studentsa greater and heartier
interest in the missionary operations of the
Church. These lectures should also com-
prehend instructions on parish visitation,
on the best manner of treating or dealing

I
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departments of a pastor’s work. More-
over, valuable directions might be given for
the guidance of a minister’s social and indi-
vidual life. Aund it should be part of the
lecturer’s duty to endeavour to come into
close and intimate relation with the stu-
dents, to cultivate acquaintznce and keep
up a kindly intercourse with them, so that
he may have opportunitics of giving them
counsel and advice, and that he may thus
co opcrate with the professorsin endeavour-
ing to guide them in their difficulties, and
to aid them in their spiritual life. The
Committee are of opinion thatuno fee should
be exacted from the students, but that it
should be made compulsory on all the stu-
dents to give regular attendance at these
lectures, and that certificates should be
required from them by Presbyteries, pre-
vious to licence, that such attendance has
been given.

“ The Committee consider the institu-
tion of Lecctureships, such as they have
recommended, preferable to a regular chair;
because, even were there funds at hand
adequate to endow such a chair, they think
there would be a freshness and a life in the
instructions of a minister actually engaged
in the work, which would likely reach better
the hearts of the students. And such a
man, of high spititual tone and earnestness,
who would throw himself heartily into every
possible effort for the good of the students,
would be better fitted to inspire them with
zeal and spirit for their work. And
besides the benefit to the students, such
Lectureships would be of advantage to
them. In our Church, where there are so
few prizes, the attainment of such a Lec-
tureship would be an honourable object of
ambition to ministers—would be a stimu-
lus and incitement to them to prosecute
and to increase their studies—and would
attach them to, and give them a warmer
interest in, the Divinity Halls and Univer-
sitics. And if these lectures were publish-
cd after being delivered, there would be
diffused throughout the Church an amount
of experience and wisdom which at present
is quite lost, and which could not fail to
be beneficial and helpful to ministers every-
where.” '

The General Assembly approved of that
report : and an overture embodying these

with the different cases with which the | sugzestions was remitted to presbyteries
students may afterwards be brought into | for their consideration, in accordance with

contact—with the sick, with the mourning,

the Barrier Act. Should this receive—as T

with the indifferent, with infidels, and, in | expect and trust it will—the sanction of
general, with all phases which are likely to | presbyteries, and the next General Assem-
veenr in actmal experience, and in all . bly resolve to carry these recommendations
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into effect, the Committee are desirous of |

having subscriptions in hand, or promised,
to such an extent as may enable them to
commence at least two of these Lecture-
ships next year. Contributions of £10
annually have already been promised by
several gentlemen.  But as there must be
many friends of the Church who will be
willing to contribute to such an objcet, on
its being made known, I take this means
of bringing it before them.

I am satisfied that I shall not have to
ask in vain for the means necessary to ins-
titute these Lcctureships, which are so
calculated to add to the strength, and to
increase the influence of the Church.

I cannot promise that what I have
quoted from the Report will be the exact
conditions on which the Lectureship will be
established. That must depend on the
next General Assembly. But the intention
of the Committee, as there stated, is, that
subseribers to a certain amount shall have
the chief voice in the appointment of the
lecturers,

Recommending the subject, to which I
have inadequately referred, to the hearty
sympathy of all who wish well to our Na-
tional Church, may I be allowed only
further to express the carnest hope that a
prompt and liberal response to my appeal,
will enable the Committee to report to
next General Assembly that the time for
mere speaking and writing is past, aud
that the time for action has come.

ROBERT STEPHEN.

THE MANSE, RENFREW,
December, 1870.

THE LATE MR. JOIN MARSHALL, S.5.C.

The ordinary monthly meeting of the
Home Mission Committee was held on the
14th December, but no business was tran-
sacted, in consequence of the death on the
12th of the Scerctary, Mr. John Marshall.
The mecting was adjourned to the 21st,
and it was resolved to minute and transmit
to Mrs. Marshall a tribute of respect to the
memory of her late husband.

By Mr. Marshall's death the Home
Mission Committee has been deprived of a
most valuable official. He was appointed
Seeretary soon after the Sccession of 1843,
when the missionary undertakings of the
Chureh, both at home and abroad, were
sadly disorganised. His untiring cnergy,
admirable business talents, and constant
attention to the interests of the Home
Mission Cowmmittee, have largely contri-
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buted to the attainment of its present posi-
tion, in which its income is more than
£2300 above that of 1842, and its stations
over 160. Of the - details of every
one of these stations Mr. Marshall had
a marvellous kunowledge, and his grand
ohject was to render the funds of the
Cunumittee as uscful as possible. For
many years after Dr. Robertson under-
took the convenership of the Endow-
ment Committee, Mr. Marshall conjoined
its sccretaryship with that of the Home
Missivn Com:mittec; and all who enjoyed
Dr. Robertson’s friendship were aware
of the high estimation in which he held
the services of his secretary, who often
toiled for days and nizhts in traoscribing
and issuing the statements, appeals, and
reports, which were constantly proceeding
from theindefatigable Convener. A change
in the management of the ISndowment
Comuiittee brought Mr. Marshall’s official
conneetidn with it to an end ; but he never
ceased to co-operate with his valued friend,
Dr. Swith, in promoting Dr. Robertsen’s
great enterprise, which he rightly regarded
as the complement of the Ilome Mission
Scheme. Latterly Mr. Marshall's pecu-
niary circumstances bicame prosperous ;
and no sooner did he feel able to contribute
for the extension of the Church in behalf
of which he had lahoured, than he com-
menced a series of donations for the erec-
tion of additional places of worship in des-
titute localitics, the relief of chapels from
debt, and the endowment of new parishes.
The sum of money which Mr. Marshall
spent in these ways was very large; and
districts with which he had no special con-
nection were the objects of his bounty.
For some time DMr. Marshall had been in
very bad health ; but in spite of pain and
prostration of strength, he, till the last
month of his life, continued his cfforts in
behalf of the ITome Mission Cowmmittee.
On his deathbed he was enabled to express
to the Convener his simple faith in Christ,
and his readiness to depart from the world
at the Divine call. A short time before
speech failed him, he fancied himself attend-
ding to the publication of the appeal for the
annual Home Mission collection, which he
xnew to be approaching, aud told those
around him that it was time the notices
were prepared. e died in the fifty-cighth
year of his age, and was buried in the
Dean Cemetery on the 17th of December,
His removal in the midst of his days may
well enforce upon all interested in home
missions the solemn words, * Whatsoever
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thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might, for there is no work, nor deviee, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whi-
ther thou goest.” Churck of Scotlund
Record.

Lorp LAWRENCE, in presiding on
Wednesday at a Wesleyan Missionary
meeting, gave a high testimony to the
effects of missions in Iandia. He con-
sidered that they had really effected more
than all other civilising agencies together.
He expressed also his great admiration of
the character and sclf-denial of the mis-
sionaries.  The question may be asked,
‘- Where would India bhave been without
missions ?”  Not improbably it would long
since have been lost to the British Crown.
At all events, if not, the Hindoo feeling
towards England would have been very
different from what it is.

PRESBYTERY OF GrasGow,—A.call waus
submitted in favcur of the Rev. Daniel
Wright, minister of Jamestown Cbapel,
Bonhill, in the Preshytery of "Dumbarton,
to the Church of Bellahouston, and the
Presbytery agreed to sustain the call.
The Committee of the Presbytery on
Church Organisation Statistics, gave in a
report, containing the following conclu-
sions :—First, that it is the duty of the
Presbytery to see that the work connected
with the churches and chapels within its
bounds be efficiently done; and, sccondly,
that it is impossible to do that work as 1t
ought to be done except on the territorial
principle. A form of schedule was recom-
mended for the purpose of collecting statis-
tics, and the comumittee proposed that
reports be submitted to the Presbytery
with the view of showing what has been

. done, and what remains to be done, by the
Church.

Tae DarseirE HeRESY CAsE~—In
the Edinburgh U.P. Presbytery, the com-
mittee appointed to confer with the Rev.
Ferzus Ferguson, of Dalkeith, in regard
to charges made against him by Mr. Dodds,
submitted a report to the Presbytery.
The committee reported that, after two
iengthened meetings with Mr, Ferguson,
Dr. Peddie had moved that the Presbytery
be recommended to declare that they feund
no warrant in Secripture for the opinion
taught by Mr. Ferguson as a probable
inference, that those who had not had
salvation preached to them here would
have it offered 10 them in a future state,
and to counsel Mr. Ferguson against
introducing into his ministry speculations

| censured the latter gentleman.
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or opinions going beydnd the line of Divine
revelation, and so raising questions that
ministered to strife. On the other hand,
Dr. Davidson, it was reported, had moved
that, inasmuch as the questian above
referred to did lie beyond the sphere of
Divine revelation, and inasmuch as Mr.
Ferguson had never, in his teaching,
sougut dogmatically to settle the question,
the committee should recommend the Pres-
bytery to rest satisfied with the explana-
tions which he formeriy gave. They
further found Mr. Ferguson free from
blame in his treatment of Mr. Dodds, and
The Pres-
bytery adopted the report. Mr. Ferguson
reasserted all that the decision of the
Presbytery imputes to him as blameable,
and in unspariog language lectured those
who held different views from himself on
the question.

NorTH SUGNDERLAND ENGLISE PREs-
BYTERIAN CHGrcH.—The Rev. John
Fraser, of Lowick, delivered an address on
¢ Presbyterianism, and the most likely
means of extending it in England.”
After the general seripture srguments to
show that Presbyterianism is founded on
the Word of God, he stated that at one
time, in the history of Scotland, it was
very generally carried out, and aun histo-
rian of the times tells us of the happy
results. He states—* I have lived many
years in a parish where I have never heard
an oath, and you might have rode many
miles before you heard any. Also you
could not, for a great part of the country,
have lodged in a family where the Lord
was not worshipped by reading, singing,
and prayer.” Nobody complained more
of our Church government than our
taverners, whose ordinary lamentation was
their trade was broken, people were become
so sober. Such were the blessed effects in
Scotland, in the localities where, for com-
paratively a short season, Presbyterianism
was in full vigour. As to the progress of
Presbyterianism in England, it was stated
that it never was so thoroughly carried out ~
in the south as it was in the northern part
of Britain. The plague of heresy com-
menced in Exeter, and Presbyteries, alas!
were ineflicient, and from want of faithful-
ness aud firmness, they allowed the errors
tospread. The consequence was that the
800 flourishing congregations that existed
at the time of the Revolution gradually
vanished away: aund unhappily much of
the property that belonged to them has
been retained by a party who dishounestly

£
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take the name of Presbyterians but have
nothing in them of the real Presbyterian
character, for they deny the Divinity of
Christ. It is to be hoped that Preshy-
terians in England now will be more faith-
ful in following the Word of God and their
own scriptural standards, and so be enabled
to prove a blessing to the land. It was a
hopeful sign that when a few years ago a
minister in Brighton commenced to preach
heresy, the Presbytery of the bounds at
once checked the evil and cut off from
their communion the defaulter. By such
faithful exercise of discipline, God’s bless-
ing may be expected, and Presbyterianism
fully carried out, may be more and more
instrumental in converting sinners, and in
building up God’s people in the most holy
faith. It would be very dangerous to
attempt to accommodate Presbyterianism
to what is called the English taste. There
is nothing in the English character opposed
to Presbyterianism, if proper diligence is
displayed in making it really known to an
intelligent and inquiring people. Presby-
terianism is fitted for the whole world, and
where the Word of God is understood and
obeyed, this scriptural form of government
will be relished, Any taste opposed to
this must be improper, and consequently
it would be dangerous to gratify its long-
ings. With proper training the Presby-
terian plant will flourish in England.

TaE MinisTER OF DUNSE.—The Rev.
Jdohn M’Leod, of Dunse, has been taken
to task by his Presbytery for declaring it
to be his wish to approach every sick-bed,
in order that he might offer the opportu-
nity of confession, and, if there be special
need for it, absolution at the hands of an
ordained minister. The case was discussed
_ in the Presbytery, Mr. M’Leod making an
explanation, on which the Court postponed
its decision.

Tae Next Pore.—There is a strong
movement in the Sacred College to sccure,
on the death of Pius IX., the election of
a foreigner to the Pontifical chair, as it is
thought that an Italian Pope would be
completely under the control of Italy.
The project is got up by the Tltramontane
party, in conjunction with the Jesuits,
who, in the absence of a prominent (lLarac-
ter among the existing foreign Cardinals,
are urging the Holy Father to fill up the
vacencies in the Sacred College. The
three candidates put forward for nomina-
tion are Dr. Manning, Archbishop of
‘Westminster; Msgr. Dechamps, Arch-
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bishop of Malines; and Msgr. Ledochow-
ski, Archbishop of Posen, all of whom will
be included in the nest creation of Cardi-
nals.

Toe Rev. G. GiLriLLAN RETIRING
FrROM His PresBYTERY--—The Rev. G.
Gilfillan, in a letter to the Dundee Adver-
tiser regarding the last meeting of the Dun-
dee U. P. Presbytery, says :— Since the
spirit of browbeating and insult is becoming
so marked and general, I feel my duty is
to retire from a scene where, apart from
abuse and ungentlemanly conduct, I have
often felt an irksome burden of isolation
and solitude, and find ruyself in society so
different from what I meet with in books
and with more enlarged minds in other
parts of the country. I shall continue, kow-
ever, to watch this disgraceful Union, and
to take every proper opportunity to protest
against it. Its secret history, I have reason
to know, when written, will be an impor-
tant contribution to the annals of priest-
craft, unscrupulous use of the money power,
and, in short, of modern Machiavellianism
—how to be reconciled with the simplicity
that is in Christ Jesus, and with loud pro-
fessions of piety and love, I am unable to
say.”

CONGREGATIONAL MUsIC.—A writer on
this subject in the Jewish IRecord says:
¢ Meyerbeer was well acquainted with the
ancient music of the Jews, and he turned
his knowledge of it to good account, as it
made his fame and fortune, whileit charmed
and delighted the world. The music of our
race is as remarkable as the people, for like
them it bas been preserved, as by a miracle;,
for, in spite of persecution, dispersion, op-
pression, and every evil short of anihilation,
it still exists, without a note having been
preserved in writing. But this curious fact
is accounted for at once by their solemn
prayers having been set to music, which
has never been changed from the time of
the Temple to this very day, so that it has
lived for ages by .ral transmission from
generation to generation. I believe that
we of the present day cannot form an idea
of the wonderful effcct produced by the
music in the Temple as, sccording to Jose-
phus, 200,000 musicians were there engag-
ed. In the present hour, and im spite of |
want of arrangement and proper instrumen-
tation, and often executed by inferior vocal-
ists, it is impossible not to be struck with
the grandeur of the compositions, many of
which will stand proudly in comparison
with those of the incomparable Handel, and
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anyone who has heard one of their triumph-
ant marches, particularly the one chaunted
on. the festival of the Rejoicing of the Law,
when the sacred scrolls are carried in pro-
cession, will have observed the similarity to
¢See the Conquering Hero Comes’ and
other specimens of martial music by the
same enchanting musician.”

A BLiND GIRL'S GIFT FOR THE PRIN-
cEss Louise.—A blind girl in. the Edin-
burgh Blind Asylum has wrought a shawl
for the Princess Louise. The gift has been
graciously accepted, although it is not cts-
tomary for the Royal family to accept pres-
ents from thosebeyond thecirele of theii own
aequaintance. The same girl had previously
done work for Her Majesty and the late
Prince Consort.

REFORMATORIES.—In the whole of Eng-
land and Wales vhere are fifty reformatory
schools, to which, during the year 1869,
1294 offenders were committed, being less
by 28 than the aumber for the preceding
year.

ABDpUCTION.—The daughter of a shop-
keeper named Fulman, residing in Ennis-
killen, who some weeks since was forcibly
carried away by two women, who placed her
in a carriage and drove off with her, has
been traced to a Roman Catholic Convent
in Dublin. Her father, who is an Grange-
man, has removed and placed her under the
care of the rector of Swanlindar. It is
stated that a police-constable and his daugh-

.
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that the matter will give rise to legal pro-
ceedings. ‘

ITaLy.—The Pope's unwillingness to
part with his money has led to a great fal-
ling off in the ecclesiastical attendance at
the Vatican. Someof the prelates, indeed,
have no resource but their official salary,
and the stoppage of this stipend reduces
them to indigenc . Yet the Holy Father
gives them no assistanee, thov sh he isknown
to have in the Vatican 3,090,000 franes in
gold, and the Peter-penny is constantly
flowing in. He now takes his promenade
in the Gallery of Raphael instead of the
gardens, and is very poo-ly attended. He
Is, however, invariably accompanied by
Crdinal Bonaparte, whom the ex-Emperor
Napoleon has commanded never toleave him,
and who has accordingly abandoned his
magnificent palace in the Piazza Venezia
to occupy an appartment at the Vatican.
The Holy Father looks ill, and is kept in
alarm by the demonstrations.

UniTep SraTes.—~-The New York Ex
press says that the fashionable churches are
beginning to be active with wedding cere-
mony rehearsals. It is now an established
rule for wedding principals to rehearse the
entire ceremony, positions, procession, pos-
ture, bow, and carriage, until all are perfect
in every essential point. Last season the
rehearsals were numerous, but did not in-
clude all weddings. This season everybody
about to be married, who is anyhody, will

ter were concerned in the abduction, and | go through the rehearsal business.

Auticies Selected.

LOST IN THE BUSH.

I was travelling with a friend in one of
the most romantic parts of South Australia,
when T suddenly came upon a grave in the
wilderness. The wattle’s beautiful yellow
blossoms now waved over it, soon to shed
their golden shower upon it, when their
glory was depaited; the elegant native
cherry, the stately gum, and the nuble black-
wood reared their tall stems around. Whose
grave could itbe ? It was no Indian’s grave;
it was no grown-up person’s, for it was
small—z little unpretending heap of earth.
Pursuing our way, we soon found that we
were nearer the baunts of man than we had
supposed ; and upon arriving at the next
homestead we there learnt the story of the
little grave.

Years and years ago, when first the set-

tlers came to this colony, some pitched
their homes in one place and some in
another. A small space was quickly cleared
round the habitation, and the surrounding
forests soon echoed with the work of the
axe and the various implemeuts employed
to clear the scrub, Nevertheless, far as the
eye could reach were dense masses of foli-
age; and once immersed in the thickness of
the forest, it was often almost impossible to
know the direction in which the home-
stead lay. No one who has not been in
Australian scrub or bush can comprehend
what it really is, or the difficalties inex-
perienced people find in cuiding them-
selves safely through it.

It appears that at the farm in question
there was a little girl who minded the cows..
Her work was to take them out in the
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morning and leave them to feed, whilst she
returned to assist in dairy and house occu-
pations. Towards evening she always sallied
forth to find her four-footed friends, which
she generally did without any difficulty, and
10 one doubted her ability in discharging
the office. Some considerable time passed
on; the day as it rose brought with it its
appointed work, and each evening wit-
nessed the return of the child with the
kine. But one day she went out never to
return. As usual, she bad sallied forth to
do her duty, and it was not till the usual
hour of her return had passed that any
anxiety was felt about the little girl. But
as the sun got Jow in the heavens, and no
signs of the lost one appeared, every one on
the place went in various directions to
trace the wanderer. Finding, however,
that their labour was unsuccessful, all the
surrounding settlers were summoned, and
with their usual heartiness joined in the
pursuit for days. The master of the girl
was untiring ir his exertions, and, as he
believed, left no place unexplored. The
wild Australian ¢ Coé!’ resounded through
the forests, but was answered only by the
echoes ; and after searching till they be-
came utterly hopeless, the pursuit wasgiven
up, and the child never appeared.

Two years came and went, and though
parties were constantly passing to and fro,
not a trace had ever been discovered of the
poor little fugitive. One day the girl’s
master had been out hunting for cattle, not
very far from the house but amidst the
serub.  All at once his attention was
arrested by a little erection of braunches and
bark. It somewhat -resembled a native’s
whirly, but was evidently not their work ;
and his curiosity being aroused, he. dis-
anounted from his horse to examine the

*
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structure. It appeared te have heen erected
some tiwe, and was fulling to pieces; but
he pushed his way under the boughs, and
on cntering there lay all that was left of
the little girl who had never been found.
Her frock and ber little hat and shoes told
the tale to whom the remains belonged. By
her side lay a little hiymn-book, sumewhat
damaged with exposure, but in fair preser-
vation. As the gentleman stuod gazing on
the secene, he involuntarily opened the book.
11 it was written her name; but under-
neath that writing were some letters pricked
with a pin by the departed.  On hastening
to decipher them the fullowing touching
message was to be traced :

“ Dear father, love God, folow me, and
don’t drink any more.’

The hymn-book and its message were at
once conveyed tothe hands of the sorrowing
father. It was supposed that the child had
gone as usual for the cattle and had wan-
dered out of her usual tracks, and that then
thinking she had lost herself, she became
utterly confused and unable to retrace her
steps, though in reality she was but a com-
paratively short distance from her own
home. How it was that she heard no one,
and was never found by any of the search-
ers, must for ever remain a mystery; but
finding it useless to wander longer, she had
built herself a slight shelter, and there had
perished, urnable to support life for any
time. She must bhave been a brave little
creature, and her story deserves a passing
tear. She appears to have met death peace-
fully, and in her last moments to have
thought of her father. What do you think
it was that kept her so calm ? Was it not
ber trust in God ? She was lost in the bush;;
bat she had not lost the straight and nar-
row way which leadeth unto life.

Hetws of onr Elhnae).

HOME MISSION OF PRESBYTERY
OF MONTREAL.

ExTrRACTS FROM REPORT OF MR. D. W.
MORRISON, CATECHIST.

In bringing to a close the six months
term of my labours as your catechist, in St.
Louis de Gorzague, I have to report that I
performed the round of dutiesprescribed to
me to the best of my ability. Thenum-
ber attending the schools has been uniformly
large considering the population, and the

parents gave proof of their interest in the
work by convributing liberally for the pur-
chase of S. S. papers and other necessaries.
The sawme may be said of the Bible class,
whose numbers continued to increase dur-
ing the last three months. The people
manifested their interest in the religious
services maintained at St. Louis and the
Third Concession, by a large and regular
attendance upon them, and this may be
said not only of those who claim to belong
to our Church, but of others living there

-~
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and connected with no Church in particular.
Some have left 8t. Louis to makea home
the west, but there still remain upwards of
30 families connected with the Church and
warmly attached to it. But, while this is
the case, I feel called upon to state that
there is a strong desire among them that
the union of the different Presbyterian
Churches should be consummated ; and this
feeling is, I believe, as strong among the
members of the other Presbyterian body
there. St. Louis is one of many places
throughout the country to which union
would be an inestimable boon; as in that
event the United Church would be able to
maintain a minister comfortably in the
midst of them, and that is what is much
needed.

While my work during the past six
months has been laborious and unremitting,
it hasbeen lightened and rendered pleasant
by the kindly co-operation and warm sym-
pathy of those among whom I laboured;
and this applies not only to our own people,
but to all, whatever their denomination or
creed. The interest manifested in my work
was a constant stimulus to action.  The
Christian spirit exhibited by many, and
the hospitality and good-will of all, made

my sojourn among them very pleasant.
Not a few tangible marks of their regard
were presented to me; and I may say it
was with feelings of sincere regret I left
them.

D. W. MoRrRison.

ExTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF MR. D.
McEACHERN.

My instructions were to nccupy the mis-
sion ficld in the augmentation of Grenville,
Now, in this augmentation of Grenville, I
had two stations to officiate in—one two
miles from the Ottawa River—another
seven, and at the latter I formed a Sabbath
school. In this place there is a lsrge num-
ber of people—in all forty-seven families of
Protestants—five Methodists, six Anabap-
tists, seven English Church, and twenty-
nine claiming to be Presbyterians. They
all come out to hear the Word preached,
though feebly set forth, The attendance
has been in this place from sixzty to one
hundred and twenty, and continued to in-
crease. But here I was only every alter-
nate Sabbath. Thence I passed on eleven
miles eastward where L had two stations to
preach in, on the other Sabbath. The
number of families in this place was not so
great, being thirty-five in all; of which
there are fifteen Presbyterians, while the
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most of the others are not nominally con--
nected with any denomination, and theso
have told me that had they only a mission- .
ary sent them regularly they would be
happy to unite with that noble branch of
the Christian Church, the Church of Seot-
land. This makes in all about ninety
families of hearers. In this place I eatab-
lished another Sabbath school, which is
going on very successfully, although the
attendance is somewhat smaller than in
the front station; yet it has continded to
increase. I may remark that no person of
any denomination has entered this field
since I came into it in May; and while
visiting T made no distinction in regard to
sect or pame. I visited all that would
listen to the word, the number of visits
being 218 altogether. The two farthest
off familics I have visited were 21 miles
from the ncarest station, I distributed
nearly a thousand tracts in both English
and Gaelic. There has been no eall for
Gaelic preaching in any of those places;
but while visiting I soretimes made it the
fireside reading. I sometimes, no doubt,
found it very prcfitable 1 know. I may
also remark that these people have been
very destitute of the means of grace for
many years, in fact since ever they settled
in this locality. As far as I can judge the
field is, howcver, a promising one. The
people have no doubt got very careless on
account of not having regular ordinances
within their reach ; but by regular visiting
they will arouse out of their death-stupour.
I am happy to say that their attendance on
public worship is very encouraging, and
their attention in the family is also very
cheering. D. NcEACHERN.

News YEAR'S GATHERING. — The
annual gathering of the scholars of the
Halifax Sabbath School Association took
place in St. Matthew’s Church on the
second day of the year. All the schools in
and around Halifax in connection with the
Church of Scotland were present, and the
sight was a very imposing one. The body
of this spuacious Church was filled by the
children—the St. Matthew’s and St. An-
drew’s schools occupying the middle block
of pews, and filling them almost completely.
The district schools were accommodated Tn
the side pews. There was a large concourse
of spectators and friends in tbe galleries
and on the platform. Among these were
Sir William Young and His Worship the
Mayor, The Rev. George M. Grant pre-
side, and addresses to the children were
delivered by Mr. James T. Campbell, Dr.
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Gordon, Mr. Fleming (78th Highlanders),
and Rev. John Campbell. Thercafter a
handsome present was given by the St. An-
drew's Teachers to their late superintendent,
Philip Thompson, Esq., accompanied with
a suitable address. Then came the prinei-
pal business of the day, the distribution of
prizes to deserving scholars. Many large
and valuable books were thus distributed,
which will no doubt be read with pleasure
and profit by the youthful prizers hereafter.
The prizes were delivered, very appropriately
by minisiers to the scholars, who each re-
ceived therewith a word of kindly counsel.
The infant departments were treated to
little gifts from Christmas trees loaded for
their special benefit in the basement. A
treat of fruits and sweetmeats brought this
very pleasant gathering to a close. 1t was
a delightful and refreshing sight. The
addresses were interesting and instructive,
the prizes valuable, and the behaviour of
the seven or eight hundred children present
perfectly admirable.—The Church in Hali-
fax has a firm hold upon the young. May
many ofthose grow up to call her blessed.—
Nova Scotia Record.

St. AxprRew's Cmurcn, NEWFOUND-
1.a8D.—Mr. J. Fraser Campbell, who sup-
plied this charge for a few Sundays, has
returned to Halifax; and the Rev. D.
McDougall having been appointed to supply
it for three months, sailed for St. John’s on
New Year’s Day. Mr. Campbell was re-
ceived by the people with all their old kind-
ness and hospitality, and was presented, on
leaving, with addresses of thanks from the
{rustees, the S. 3. teachers, and Bible class;
with a purse of $40, and also with a gift of
a very handsome family Bible.

Picrou. St .ANDREW’S CHCRCE—AL
the annual meeting of St. Andrew’s Church
congregation held on Tuesday last, the
subject of liquidating the debt on the new
building was taken into consideration. The
new Kirk cost about $24,000. Of the
sum about 816,000 had becn met by sub-
cription, the proceeds of a bazaar, and the
sale of seats. This left 2 debt of $8,000
borrowed money, the interest of which was
paid by a monthly collection. As it was
extremely desirable that this debt should be
paid off, a committee was appointed to
recommend a scheme to effect that object.
The committee met and recommended that
cach head of a family in the congregation
should pay 50 cents monthly, and that
independent of that, a subseription be open-
-ed to liquidate the debt.
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The report of the-committee was duly
read at the meeting, and after some discus-
sion, four gentlemen engaged to pay half
the debt on condition that the rest of the
congregation should raise the balance, and
under this arrangement Jobn Crerar, Bsq.,
Capt. William Crerar, William Gordon,
Esq., and Roderick McKenzie, Esq., cach
subsoribed the sum of $1,000—making half
the amount required. The liberality of
these gentlemen placed the matter in such
a position as to leave no doubt of the suc-
cessful liquidation of the debt. There are
over 100 members of the congregation, and
upon them now devolves the responsibility
of making up the balunce, and by a prompt
and vigorous effort not only relieve the
church of the existing debt, but raise
enough to complete it.

The Presbyterian Board of Home Mis-
sions report the receipts for November and
December amounting to $79,590, which is
less by $27,387, or one-third, than the two
boards now united received in the same
months last year, before the reunion. The
joint receipts for the fiscal year thus far
fall short by fifty thousand dollars of the
receipts last year. .

St. MarTHEW’'s CouRc, MONTREAL.
—On Chrsitmas week the Aunniversary of
the Sabbath School, at St. Matthew’s
Church, Point St. Charles, took place and
was largely attended. The children were
comfortably entertained to tea and cakes,
&c., previous to the arrival of the parents
and friends of the scbolars. The Superin-
tendent occupied the chair and delivered a |
suitable address, others being given during
the evening by the Rev. Mr. Black,
Mr. John L. Morris, the Rev. Mr. Lang,
Mr. James OCroil, and the Rev. Mr.
Doudiet. A most interesting part of the
evening's proceedings was the presentation
of Bibles to the scholars who had com-
mitted to memory the largest number of
the questions of the Shorter Catechism,
some of them repeating the whole of the
Catechism with the greatest correctness.
A number of bymns were sung by the
children very creditably.

Scotr Anp Uxprings.—For some time past
the Rev. Alexander McLennan, late of Toroato
and Muimur, has given “statute supply ? to
this vacant congregation, and we are glad to
learn that his earnest ministrations bave been
appreciated and that the good work is prosper-
ing in hishands. Notlong ago a very pleasant
«donation party ¥ met at the Manse on Quaker
Hill, where the giving and receiving of a



varioty of useful and seagdhable treature com-
forts, along with other household plenishings;
equally accoptable, was accompanied by kind
words and reciprocal feelings of affectionate
esteem.

ixpucriox oF Rev. D. J. MacDonxsLy, B.D,,
ixto THE CHARGE OF ST. ANDREW'S CRUROR,
ToronTo.—The Presbytery of Victoria having
consented to translate Mr. Macdonnell, on his
acceptance of a pumerously signed and harmo-
nious call from Toronto, the Presbytery of
Toronto met in St. Andrew’s Church, on the
22nd December, 1870, for the induction of Mr.
MacDonnell, as the successor of the Rev. Dr,
Barclay, resigned. In accordance with the
terms of public notice given from the pulpit
on the previous Sabbath, the members of tue
congregation were in attendance in large num-
bers. After the usual proclamation, Divine
Service was performed by the Rev. Mr. Carmi-
chael (West King) who had been appointed to
preach on the occasion. The sermon from the
words I. Thess. iii. 8, “ For now we live, if
ye stand fast in the Lord,” was in every way
worthy of so important an occasion, being
characterized by the solid thought, terse lan-
guage, and true eloquence for which Mr. Car-
michael has been for long distinguished. The
address to the minister was delivered by request
by Mr. Macdonnell’s father, the minister of
Milton, who thereby relieved 3r. Maclenran of
the duty to which ho had been appointed. As
was to have been expected, this part of the
service was marked by an affectionate tender-
ness, and chas.. simplicity—the proper effect
-of which, however, was diminished by a severe
cold under which the speaker was labouring.
The public services were brought to a close by
2 few sagsacious counsels addressed to the
congregation by the minister of Scarboro.
The style in which this duty was performed
was 5o characteristic as to have elicited no
ordinary share of admiration. Sound sense,
couched in pithy language, flights of bold elo-
quence, and flashes of genial humour, formed
such a peculiar com: ination of unity and
variety as scarce another clergyman in the
Church could bave exhibited. .

Public worship ended, a very cordial wel-
come was given to Mr. MacDonnell by the
members of his congregation, who religiously
observed this very becoming part of our pro-
cedure at an induction.

It might offend the modesty of such friends
of the Church as Messrs. Fulton and Michie
have proved themselves by many worthy acts
to be, to allude very particulaily to their hospi-
talities extended to the members of Presbytery
and their wives, together with the office-bearers
of the congregation ia the elegant supper given
at their joint residence after the induction.
Suffice it to say that ample justice was done to
the entertainment, and that during its progress
the members of Presbytery and the office-
bearers of the Church gave such manifestations
of personal friendship to the newly-inducted
minister, as might have been gratifying to any
one called to an important position. It is
fondly hoped that Mr. MacDonnell's lIabours in
his new field may bring much advantage to the
‘Church, and increase his own well-earned repu-
-{ation.

. THE PRESBYTERIAN.

4%

QUEEN’S COLLEGE ENDOWMENT FUND.

Statemonts for insertlon in the ¢ Presbyterian’’ will
be made up here on the 16th of each month.

Local Treasurers and others are particularly re-
quested, wheo making up their dotailed statomont of
romittances to the Colloge Troasurer, to follow the
mode of entry adopted below.,

W. IRELAND, Treasurer.

. Quoen’s College.
Kingston, Ont., 16 December 1870.
Subscriptions acknowledged to 15th

November 1870.. ... .covvvievrn.ss 870,552 76

KINGSTON.

R. V. Rogers, 2nd instal. on $100... 25 00
Geo. M. McDonnell, 20d instal. on
8120......... Ceteeeetenteniaeaiaes 30 00
55 00

WEST KING.

William Rose, 2nd instal. on 15... 500

HAWRERBURY.
Local Treasurer, Wx. LOUGH,

Robert Park, 2nd instal. on S15.....
David Fairbairn, 2nd instal. on $15.
James Morrison,..oveeveeces ot

1200

OSNABRUCK.
Local Treasurer,JoENX CROIL.
James Croil, 3rd instal. on S100.....
ROSS AND WEST MBATH.

John Comrie, 1st instal. on 82...... 1
Mathew Stevenson, bal. on 810 .... 500
Elizabeth Carmichael, bal. on $100. 75 gg

John Portecus, bal. on 86........... 3
84 00
COBRNWALL.
Local Treasurer, D. B. 3lACLENNAN.
Rev. Neil MceNish, B.D............. 50 00
Col. A. McLean, 1st instal. on $50,. 25 00°
John Irving, Ist instal. on $10..... 500
—_— 80 00
WILLIAMSTOWN.
Local Treasurer, \WWal. CANMPBELL.
Allen Cameron, Summerstown...... 10 00
Daniel A. Cameron, Summerstown. 10 00
John A. Cawmecron, Summerstown.
bal.onn §500. .. .0 vvervivinnnnnnes 450 00
—— 470 00
MARTINTOWN.
Local Treasurer, ROBERT BLACKWOOD.
John ROSS . cvvvviiiiinieiiianeons 200
Donald MUurray...coeveecreeceenioas 5 00
Angus McDermid ...........le, N 500
Simcon Christie, bal. on 82 ....... 100
James Clendenning, 1st ins* 1. on 1 00
Ewen McLennan, bal, on'§5........ 250
William Jamieson, bal. on €10 ..... 5 00
John Urquhart, bal. on 810. ....... 500
Malcolm McMartin, bal. on SI0..... 5 00
Henry McMartin, dalcolm McMar-
tin, 7th Hou. Alex. Young, John
Brown. 4 at S§1 oach........ reeaen 400
-_— 3% 00
ORMSTOWN.
Local Treasurer, Thos. BAIRD,
John Russol. ...ocviiniinnnnnnnnnns 10 00
William Cover......... cesevecnae .. 10 00
— 20 00
BUNTINGDORN.
Local Treasurer, FraX0C1S W. SHERIFF, M..D.
William Rose..... reeenenan veverea. 10 00
James Fannahill..... .. . . 8 00
John McMair....ooeeevnn.. . 4 00
James W. Mack, bal. on 84 ....... 2 00



48 TEE PRESBYTERIAN

Bu gh Watson.... v ..coooovains 200
h Graham, Ist instal. on £S.... 400
nlter Mchbbon ............... 200
Wmmm Ross, 2ud mstal. on §6..... 2 00
Alexander (;ordon, bal. on &4...... 300
George Redd. ..ooiveiiieiiiiinnn o 100
RS, ME.SCN oeeenitianaansiaannns 100
Alexander. Cameron, M.D., 1st
jostal.on §20. ...l el 10 00
James Tully. .cooevereininiinnneenns 4 00
Thos. R. Mylne.....covevnan... . 200
Danicl Shanks, bal.en$H.......... 2 5
John Gilles, Ist instal. on S10.. ... 33
Daniel Boyd, 1st instal. on ‘|10.. ... 337
Francis W. SheriT M D., 2nd inst. 5 00
o3 1 Y 1
on 815 & %5
CHATHAXM.
Local 'I‘czwurcr, RopT NICHOLS.
William Gray, bal. on S§2........ .. 100
David Mullen, 15t m~!al onSS..... 50)
JONN CANE evtveieeiaaeaiene ca 2 00
James Chambers....... ..o.o0 ool 100
James Davidson......ccoieinen. .. . 1 50
John Davidson, juu........ 1%
BITs NOVOS. . ceverennnnnnncntaannns 2M
R. ROLOrtsON . oot ivvernonenannn.s 20
Rev. D. Ross, M. A, M.D,, bal.on
S50 e cene m ceai s %0
B 41 00
BEAUHARNOIS.
Local Treasurer. Wa GILGOTR, Jr.
s, John McMeartin.......o.o. ... 500
John Anderson.. ....... c.oeiiiel. 5 )
10 W0
WESTMINSTER.
Local Treasurer, DreaLp McPHERSON.
Dn ald Mclheron, 1st instal. on
SYI00. . ociiiiiie i o)
Jonbna Lewis. . o 00
_— 40 00
DUNDAS.
Local Treasurcer. Ricunarp T. WiLsoxy,
Joseph Smith.. ...l 100
Robert Buist............... ... .. 100
Captain Gordon....... ...cceuee.e- 15 00
John Brect...oooeiiiiaiiiiel L 200
Daniel £adie. .. . ... .eaee ol 100
Tilliam McRinnon......o.oovoile [
Samuel Adams...... ..., ....... 500
JamesBlack.... ... ... 500
Afrs. McGregor. .....oian... e e 100
George Brown............al 2w
Georzae bxlmour bal. on §S........ 200
AlcKechnie & Bertram, 2nd instal.
ONSIN0. ot e ciiee e 25 00
& 50
ORILLIA
Rev.John Gray........ ......... 4 00
Total..... ....... By KBSyl U

MINISTERS® WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS" FUND.

TWolfe Island, per Rev. Geo. Porteous. $10 00
Laoark, per Rev. Thomas Wilson..... 14 00
Grenville and Chatkam, per Rev. Don.
ROSS.eeeceeceaneranecnnanns eeene 1000
From a Fricad to the Fond ... .. ... 5 00
Lachine, per Rev. William Simpson... 28 00
West Kiog, per Rev. James Carmicheael. 12 00
Guelph, per Rev. John Hoggy ovveen.. 39 00
Cornwall, per Rev Hagh Urqubart, D.D. 25 00
Hamilton, per Rev. Robt. Burnet..... 42 00
Valeartier, per Rev. David Shanks.... 3 50
Montreal, St. Panl’s Charch......... < 207 40
Milion, per Rev. George Macionnell... 12 00

Goderich, per Rev. James Sieveright.. 15 25

Perth, per Rev. Wm. Bain........... 37 25

McNab and Horton, per Rev. George
ThOmPEON.eeeiieerieaancannsssns . 18 00
Erin, per Rev. Don. Strachan......... 5 00
Montreal, St. Andrew’s Church....... 225 00
Belleville, per Rev. J. S. Smith....... 22 00
Georgina, per Rev. P. D. Nevin....... 10 00
Quiawa, per Rev. Daniel Gordon...... 55 63
Laprairie, per Rev. Mr. Laird........ 6 50
Total .eee..... scesceanas $803 03

Arcu. Feregsoy,
Treasurer.

Montreul, 20th January 187%1.

2

GENERAL SUSTENTATION FUND.
Bayfield, in full for half year.. .......$15 00

Lachine in full, (additiopal)........... 15 00
A.D. Fordyce, Fergus.e.ooeiienenaas 10 00
Huntingdon, infull........ o oueee 50 00
Leith and Jobason, in full............ 45 00
Chathamn and Grenville, in fall........ 12 00
Perth, on account, for next July pay-

b0 T 1 S, . 34 00

Address, box 5581.
Jaxes Croir,

Treasurer.
Montreal, 20th January, 1871.

JUVENILE MISSION SCHEME.

Received up to January 13, 1871

From East Oxford Sunday School,
from Rev. J. B. Mullen for the
maintenance of the orphan Rachel,
and for a New Year's gifi.........

From St Andrew’s Sunday School,
Peterboro’, per D. Pentland for the
orphan Emma, at Madras..........

From Spencerville Sunday School, per
A. Synder for the orghan Ruth,
McCheyae, at Colombo...........

$21 00

$61 00
A. M. Macnar, Secretary and Treasurer,

BRITISH COLUMBIA MISSION.

St. Andrew's Charch, Montreal.... $50 00
Joes Fraser, Treasurcr.

FRENCH MISSION.

Lachine, by Rev. Mr. Doudiet.........$ § 30
Lanark, by Rev. Mr. Wilson......cc0n § 00
East Oxford, by Rev. J. B. Mallan..... 5 00
Richmond, by Rev. E. Mollan....... .« 8 00
Perth, by Rev. Mr. Bain.ocveevicaanaes 11 25
Quawa, by Rev. D. M. Gordon......... 44 37
Belleviile, Rev. J. C. Smith ..... vesese 15 00

Jomx JENWKINS,
Conoener.



