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Hitherto.

BY WILLIAM R,

WooD.

The day is bright, my Father, and the
path
With flowers bestrewn, is pleasant to
my feet;
The forest songsters, in their cool green
bowers,
With joy-born,
Jjourney greet.

welcome notes my

Clear is the sky, my Father, and my
heart,
Uplifted, rises in unwonted peace,
As 'twere the cares of earth were wholly
fled,
And from their thrall my life had won
release,

And effortless my spirit turns to thee,
In gratefulness too full, too deep for
speech;
Yea, wordless, breathed into thy listen-
ing heart,
Still fails its strength thy might of
love to reach,

But, O my Father, in my hour of joy,
When rises all my grateful heart to
thee,
I falter for the blindness
Though still, as now,
guided me,

of the past,
thy hand has

I falter that, because the air was chill,
Because, perchance, the way was rough,
unknown,
I doubted, trembled, feared thou didst
not see,
That thou hadst left me in the dark
alone,

OCTOBER, 1898.

I falter, Father, for my spirit knows
Thy Father-heart as now was guiding
then;
That thou didst choose the path, and
knewest all
The chill and shade of each dark-
winding glen.

Forgive me, Father, fill me with thyself,
That I may know thee all the days
beside,
That I may never doubt thy tender care,
Till lt(;'ustlng still I pass beyond the
tide,
Riverbank, Ont,

Thought and Talk.

John Wesley is said to have given the
following advice to one of the preachers
of his time :

“Your talent in preaching does not
increase; it is about the same as it was
seven years ago; it is lively but not
deep; there is little variety; there is no
compass of thought. Reading alone
can supply this, with daily meditation
and daily prayer. You wrong yourself
greatly by admitting this. You can
never be a deep preacher without it, any
more than a thorough Christian. Oh,
begin! Fix some part of every day
for private exercises. You may acquire
the taste which you have not. What is
tedious at first will afterwards be pleas-
ant, Whether you like it or not, read
and pray daily. It is for your life; there
is no other way. Else you will be a
trifler all your days and a petty, super-
ficial preacher. Do justice to your own
soul, give it time and means to grow,
Do not starve yourself any longer.”
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The World’s Sunday-school
Convention

The World's Sunday-school Convention,
in London, England, was a remarkably
successful occasion. It was quite a
personal disappointment that we were
unable to be present. It will be remem-
bered that this convention was an-
nounced for last year, and we arranged
to be present at that time. But on
account of the Queen’s Jubilee the con-
vention was postponed to the present
year, when it was impossible for us to
attend.

We have very delightful recollections
of the cordiality and enthusiasm with
which the Canadian and American dele-
gates were greeted at the previous con-
vention in London, nine years ago. We
had on that occasion the honour of
speaking for Canada at the public recep-
tion. We undertook to eulogize our
country, describing its magnificent ex-

tent, forty times as great as Great Brit-
ain, its boundiess resources and mniar-
vellous progress. What seemed to es-
pecially amuse our English friends, how-
ever, was the assertion that it, and not
Great Britain, was the real “ Old Coun-
try,” that it was the oldest country in
the world—the first heaved up abhove
the bosom of the seething deep, thay
the oldest inhabitant of this planet was
a Canadirn, and that Sir William Dsw-
son had discovered and given his name,
“ Bozoon Canadense,”—' the early-horn
Canadian.” They took this as a bit of
Canadian bounce and applanded it very
generously.

One of the special courtesies tendered
the convention was a reception by Lord
and Lady Aberdeen at their beautiful
place near London, Dullis Hill

Canada was grandly represented at the
recent convention by the Hon. 8. H. Blake
and the Rev. Dr. Potts, of Toronto, Rev,
A. Lucas, of New Brunswick, and one
report says sixty other active Sunday-
school workers.

The Rev. Dr. John Potts (Canada), as
chairman of the committee, submitted
the report of the International Lesson
Committee, We give the principal
poin s,

The principles first adopted continue
to characterize the International Lesson
gystem. Substantially the entire Bible
is to be surveyed during the course of
six years., One and the same lesson
is to be chosen for each Sunday for the
whole school and for all schools. While
these general principles have been ad-
hered to by every committee, steady pro-
gress has been made in the evolution of
the lesson system. Each successive
course has traced more accurately and
continuously than the preceding conurses
the succession of events and the pro-
gress of revelation in biblical history.
The committee has endeavoured to make
the connection more plain by selecting,
in addition to the text to be printed,
connected readings and parallel passages.
The next course of lessons, beginning
with 1900, is to cover six years, two and
one-half of them to be given to the Old
Testament, and three and one-half to
the New. The first year and a half
will be devoted to studies in the life of
our Lord, selected from the books of the
New Testament, and chronologically ar-
ranged. With these studies will be
joined suggested readings which include
nearly all the Gospels, and other por-
tions of the New Testament, which re-
late to the events of our Lord’s life on
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earth, The committee believes that by
placing foremost the personal element,
and by it interpreting the historical,
the greatesi interest will be awakened
among all classes of Bible students. The
continued success of this systom de-
pends largely on those who prepare the
lesson koips,  The deinands made by
the millions of teachers and scholars
huve called into the field an increasing
army of interpreters, whose labours have
immensely advanced the scholarly ex-
amination of the Bible from every point
of view as well as the popular study
of it. The present committee invited
lesson writers and others engaged in pre-
paring and teaching Sunday-school les
sons to present to it, at its first meet-
ing, criticisms and suggestioas. This
meeting was held in Philadelphia, March
17, 1897. Following this Conference the
committee adopted a general outline of
a course of Bible lessons for six years,
and adjourned till November, when ten-
tative selections from the Gospels for
the year 1900 were made.

CONVENTION NOTES,

We glean the following items relating
to the convention from The Sunday-
school Chronicle and other sources :

The reception of delcgates to the
World's Sunday-school cc~vention, held
at the Mansion House recently, formed
a brilliant introduction to the official
programme of the week’s engagements,

The Hon. 8. H. Blake, of Toronto, pro-
posed a vote of thanks to the Lord
Mayor for *‘the right royal welcome ”
given to members of the convention. No
more approprifte place, he said, could
be found for the meetings of the
World’s Convention than the old, re-
nowned city of London, the city par ex-
cellence of the world. Remembering
all that London had done in its strug-
gles for liberty, for truth and for right,
they felt it an inspiration that the doors
of the Mansion House should be thrown
open to this convention. Referring to
the motto of the city of London, “Domine
dirige nos "—(May the Lord direct us)—
he said that God had been directing the
citizens of London in the great work
that had brought their city such splen-
did government, and made it to be ob-
served of all the nations of the world.

Bishop Warren, of the United States,
said he was always glad to get back to
“this dear old isle of my blood.” An

' American was only an Englishman by
one degree removed. With the same
blood, the same sentiments, the same
Bible, the same God over all; every Am-
erican was born within the sound of
Bow Bells, and heard them “ring out
the false, ring in the true.” There were
three or four placss, continued the
Bishop, to which he liked to go for the
sake of the “broad gauge views” he
could get of the world—the British Par-
liament was one, the Methodist Confer-
ence was another. But chief among all
places on the earth where this unity of
sentiment and world-wide feeling seemed
12 prevail was a Sunday-school conven-
tion. The Bishop proceeded to speak
of some of his experiences in South Am-
erica, which showed him the misery and
degradation to which a people might fall
who were without the Word of God; and
by way of contrast he related the familiar
anecCote of Queen Victoria, pointing to
the Bible when asked by an Indian prince
what was the secret of England’s great-
ness. Sunday-school teachers, he said,
desired for the whole world everywhere
as much greatness as every Bible read-
ing and Bible obeying people possessed;
they desired for the whole world the
same freedom, the same alertness of
mind, the same breadth of thought, and
the same immortality of institutions and
ideas. Bishop Warren concluded by
expressing his gratitude for the cordial
welcome that had been extended te the
delegates by the chief magistrate oi the
city of London.

The foreign delegates and other spe-
cially invited visitors, to the number of
upwards of 400, were received on Monday
afiernoon by the committee of the Brit-
ish and Foreign Bible Society, at the
Bible House, 146 Queen Victoria Street,
where light refreshments were provided.
The visitors inspected the warehouses,
containing versions of the Scriptures in
340 languages and dialects,

The opening mezeting of the conven-
tion and its principal sessions were held,
through the courtesy of Dr. Parker, in
the City Temple, Holborn Viaduct, than
which, perhaps, a more commodious and
beautiful place of assembly could not
have been selected for a gathering re-
presentative of the Sunday-school world.
The joy of old friends meeting and the
pleasure of making new acquaintances
were tinged with a feeling of sadness,
when four wreaths were placed on the
front of the platform railing, in memory
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of four delegates who perished in the
La Bourgogne, while on their way to the
convention, their names being Mr. and
Mrs. Rundell, Miss Tower and Miss
Reeves.

Mr. James E. Liddiard (chairman of
the Reception and Hospitality Sub-com-
mittee), read the roll-call according to
the countries from which the delegates
came., The entire delegation, he said,
consisted of 2,300; the largest delegation,
viz., 260, being from the United States; at
which announcement there were hearty
and brotherly cheers, manii .ied by
hand-clapping From Canada, it was
about 60; from far-off India, 17; from
Australasia, 16; from the continent of
Europe, 70; from London, 300; from the
provinces, 1,500. At the suggestion of
Mr. Liddiard, the delegates present from
the countries named rose in their places
after each call, and this uprising of re-
presentatives from near and far was the
signal for loud and renewed clapping of
hands, than which no welcome could
have been more pronounced or hearty.

The Rev. Dr. Potts, on behalf of the
delegates from the United States, Can-
ada, and British North America, moved
a resolution to the effect that the fol-
lowing message be despatched to Mr. B.
F. Jadobs, the ex-president of the con-
vention : “Much missed. Convention
gratefully remembers past splendid ser-
vices.” Mr. F. F. Belsey seconded the
resolution on behalf of the English and
European delegates, and it was carried
unanimously.

The Marquis of Northampton, who
rose amid enthusiastic hand-clapping and
waving of handkerchiefs, delivered an
address of welcome on behalf of the
Sunday-school Union, as its president for
the year,

Mr. T. C. Ikehara (Tokio, International
field worker of Japan) read a paper, in
which he said that the teachers in the
Sunday-schools of Japan were composed
of earnest Christian Bible native women,
the pastors, and in some cases, mission-
aries and their wives.

The field day of the convention was
that it spent at the Crystal Palace when
over twenty thousand persons, including
a large number of children, listened to
descriptions of primary teaching. The
singing of a great Sunday-school chorus
was specially effective.

The Rev. Aquila Lucas (New Brups.
wick) gave a report of the work fp
Canada. He spoke of the vast size of
Canada, which was 3,500 miles from east
to west, and 1,400 miles from north to
south, and contained 127,000 square
miles more than was in the Uniteq
States. Canada was forty times larger
than Scotland and England and Wales
put together, and was nearly as large
as the whole continent of Europe. They
were here from Canada with the aim of
making the teaching of the Word of
God effective in their Sunday-schools,
He admitted that the population of
Canada was only five or six millions of
precious souls, but the richness of the
mineral deposits to be found in Canada
would in time bring many millions of
people to the country, and the Sunday-
school work was not simply to build
foundations for those who were there to-
day, but for those who were coming in
the future. These immigrants, from
whatever country they came, or at all
events their descendants, would become
Canadians, and they would be worth all
the more in proportion to the aggressive
Sunday-school work.

The place of meeting for the next con-
vention was left to the selection of the
Executive Committee. Three cities,
Toronto, Geneva and Stockholm, are
anxious to entertain it. =«

THE HOME DEPARTMENT.

The Home Department received special
prominence at the convention. It is
being adopted with enthusiasm by gur
English friends. There are now 200,000
members of this department in the
United States. Canad® is especially
complimented by The International
Evangel for the progress made in this
department. It has nearly 8,000 mem-
bers in our own church, and a consider-
able number also in the other churches,

Are you reaching the people in your
town and community ? How many
members of the church go to the Sun-
day-school ? How many outside of the
_uurch who never attend either Sunday-
school or church service ? The Home
Department, properly pushed, will reach
every one of these people. We do not
mean to say that it will cause them all
to come to Sunday-school and church,
but it will eventually get most of them;
and it extends the invitation to all of
them at frequent and regular periods.

—
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Methodist Magazine and Review
for September,

Three articles in this number are very
fully illustrated, “ With the Fisher
Folk,” describing the Canadian toilers
of the sea; “ Flemish Pictures,”—Ghent
and Bruges; and “ Hampton Court and
its Memories.” “ Stories of the Under-
ground Railway,” is an int resting paper
Iy Miss M. Murray. An able paper by
Lr. Rose, on “That Other Man’s Con-
science,” will show where the individual
responsibility to our fellows rests. “ The
Governmental and Commercial Relations
of Great Britain and the United States,”
is a masterly paper by Hon. David A.
Wells. The second part of “ What the
Deaconess says to the Churches,” by
Miss I. Horton, is a touching appeal on
behalf of the out-of-work and out-of-
heart members of the commonweal.
F. 8. Spence, Esq., presents a practical
paper on “The Prohibition Plebiscite.”
Short articles on “ William Theophilus
Davison,” by Rev. W, H. Adams, and
“Public Libraries,” by the Editor, and
“Important Oriental Finds,” with Science

Notes, Current Topics, ete., make up a
good number,

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax: S. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

-

The Model Superintendent

Let it be remembered that no Sunday-
school runs itself. Behind the flourish-
ing, growing school you will find the
prayers and work and money of conse-
crated souls, who are watching its every
interest and doing all in their power to
keep it vigorous and strong.

The great object of the Bible is to
bring God and man together, The great
object of the devil is to keep them as
far apart as possible.

The beauty of the Gospel is its sim-
plicity. And this should suggest our
duty in teaching it. Augustus Hare
wisely says : “ The greatest of truths are
the simplest; and so are the greatest
men."”

ORDER OF SERVICES-FOURTH QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE,
1. SILENCE.
1I. RESPONSIVE SENTRNCES,

This is the day which the Lorp hath made ;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

St

Scuoon. I was glad when they said unto me, Let us
go into the house of the Lorp. Blessed
is the man whom thou choosest, and
causeth to approach unto thee, that he
may dwell in thy courts: we shall be
satisfied with the goodness of thy house,
even of thy holy temple,

Suer.  The fear of the Lowp is the beginning of

wisdom :

Ak A good understanding have all they that do

his commandments,
111, SixaiNG,
IV. Tug TeN COMMANDMENTS, OR THE ArosTLEs' CREED,

V. Paaver, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert,

LESSON SERVICE.
L. Cuass STUDY oF THE LEssoN,

1L SixaiNG LessoN Hysmy,

.
IIL Reciratiox oF e TiTLe, GOLDEN TEXT, AND OUTLINE
by the school in concert.

IV. REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF THE LESsox by Pastor or
Buperintendent.

V. SurrLEMENTAL LESSON. [Special lesson in the Church
Catechism may here be introduced. ]

VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS [especially of the Church service and
the Epworth League and week-evening prayer-
meetings.)

CLOSING SERVICE,
L SixaiNa,
I1. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES.

Surr.  Stand thou still awhile, that I may show

thee the word of God.

SciooL.,  What doth the Lorbp require of thee, but to
do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God? Looking
for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ,

Surr, Now unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless be.
fore the presence of his glory with exceed-
ing joy.

Aun.  To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory

and majesty, dominion and power, boty,
now and forever.  Amen.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES INTHE HISTORY OF JUDAH.

LESSON I. REFORMATION UNDER ASA.

[Oct. 2,

GOLDEN TEXT. Help us, O Lord our God; for we rest on thee. 2 Chron. 14.11.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read chapters 14, 15, and 16.]
2 Chron. 14. 2-12. [ Conunit to memory verses 2-5.)

2 And A'sa did that which was good and right
in the eyes of the Lorp his God.

3 For he took away the altars of the strange
ods, and the high places, and brake down the
mages, and cut down the groves:

4 And commanded Ju'dah to seek the Lorp
God of their fathers, and to do the law and the
commandment,

5 Algo he took away out of all the cities of Ju’-
dah the high places and the images : and the king-
dom was quiet before him.

6 And he built fenced cities in Ju’dah : for the
land had rest, and he had no war in those years ;
because the Lorp had given him vest.

7 Therefore he said unto Ju'dah, Let us build
these cities, and make about then ialls and tow-
ers, gates and bars, while the land is yet before
us ; because we have sought the Lorp our God,
we have sought 4im,and he hath given us rest on
every side. So they built and prospered.

8 And A’sa had an army of men that bare tar-
gets and spears, out of Ju'dah three hundred
thousand ; and out of Ben'ja-min, that bare
ghields and drew bows, two hundred and four-
score thousand : all these were mighty men of
valor.

9 And there came out against them Ze'rah the
E-thi-o'pi-an with a hest of a thousand thou-
sand, and three hundred chariots ; and came unto
Ma-re'shah.

10 Then A’sa went out against hiry, and the
set the battle in array in the valley of Zeph'a-thah
at Ma-re'shah.

11- And A'sa eried unto the Lorp his God, and
said, Lorp, it is nothing with thee to help,
whether with many, or with them that have no
power : help us, O Lorp our God ; for we rest on
thee, and in thy name we go against this multi-
tude. O Lorp, thou art our God; let not man
prevail against thee,

12 So the Lorp smote the E-thi-o'pi-ans be-
fore A'sa, and before Ju'dah ; and the E-thi-o'pi-
ans fled.

REVISED VERSION.

2 And A’sa did that which was good and right
3 in the eyes of the Lok his God : for he 1gok
away the strange altars, and the high places,
and brake down the pillars, and hewed down
4 the Ash’e-rim ; and commanded Ju'dah to seek
the Lorp, the God of their fathers, and to do
5 the law and the commandment. Also he took
away out of all the cities of Ju'dah the high
places and the sun-images : and the kingdom
6 was quiet before him. And he built fenced
cities in Ju'dah : for the land was quiet, and he
had no war in those years; because the Loxp
7 had given him rest. For he said untoJu'dah,
Let us build these cities, and make about them
walls, and towers, gates, and bars ; the land is
yetbeforeus, because we have sought the Lorp
our God ; we have sought him, and he hati
given us rest on every side. So they built and
8 prospered. AndA'sa had an army that bare
bucklers and spears, out of Ju'dah three hun-
dred thousand ; and out of Ben'ja-min, that
bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and
fourscore thousand : all these were mizhty
9 men of valor. And there came out azainst
them Ze'rah the E-thi-o'pi-an with an army
of a thousand thousand, and three hundred
10 chariots; and he came unto Ma-re'shah. Then
A’sa went out to meet him, and they set the bat-
tle in array in the valley of Zeph'a-thah at
11 Ma-re’shah. And A’sa cried unto the Lorp
his God, and said, Lorp, there is none heside
thee to help, between the mighty and him that
hath no strength : help us, O Lorp our God §
for we rely on thee, and in thy name are we
come against this multitude, O Lorp, thou
art our God; let not man prevail azuinst
12 thee. So the Lorp smote the E-thi-o'pi
before A’sa, and before Ju'dah ; and the
o'pi-ans fled.

T'ime.—From about 955 to about 941 B. C.
Place.—The kingdom of Judah. The battle
with Zerah was fought in the valley of Zepha-
thah, at Mareshah. Rulers.—Asa, king of Ju-
dah ; he reigned for forty-one years, the first
fourteen of which are covered by this lesson.
Contemporary kings of Israel : Nadab, Baasha,
Elah, Zimri, Omri, and Ahab; mn Ahab’s fourth
year Asa died. Parallel History.—1 Kings

15. 9-24. Carefully read also 1 Kings 15. 1-8
and 2 Chron, 13, 1-22,

Home Readings.
M. Reformation nnder Asa. 2 Chron. 14,112,
Tu. God's presence, 2 Chron, 15,
W. A solemn covenant, 2 Chron. 15. 10-14,
Th. Callto repentance, Amos 5. 4-15.
F. TrustinGod. Psalm 20.
S. God the strongest Defender. Isa. 81
S. Reward of obedience. Prov. 3. 1-10.
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Lesson Hymns,
No. 411, New Canadian Hymnal,
God will take care of you. All through the

day
Jesus is near you to keep you from ill,

No. 424, New Canadian Hymnal.

Whoe'er would win the battle
Must never mind the blows,

No. 416, New Canadian Hymnal,

Some one will enter the pearly gate
By and by, by and by,

Taste of the glovies that there await:
Shall you? Shall 17

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. Moral Reform,v. 2-5.

To whom did Asa succeed as king of Judah ¥

Wi aw became Asa’s rule of conduct ¥

What destructive reforms did he begin ?

What commands did he give, and to whom ?

In the cities what reforms were effected #

What was the state of the kingdom ?
2. Worldly Wisdom, v, 6-8,

Whut measures for defense were taken ?

Why were the times favorable for this work ?

How large an army did Asa enroll ?

How were the men of Judah armed ?

How were the Benjamites equipped ?

What eharacteristics had these in common ?
3. Faith in God, v. 9-12,

What enemy came against Judah?

With what force ?

Where did Asa meet the enemy ?

On whom did he rely as anally ?

What plea did he make to the Lord ?

What result followed ?

What is the cry of true faith in trouble?
GorpeN TexT,

Into what covenant did Asa enter?
15.12-15,

When and how did he break his covenant?
Chap. 16, 1-6,

Who rebuked him therefor, and with what re-
suit? Chap. 16, 7-10,

How long did he reign ?

Chapter

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. “Fear God and keep his commandments.”
This is the only way of peace, of safety, of suc-
cess,

2. Break down the strange altars,
evil to conserve the good.

% Call on the Lord in trouble. He is the de-
fense of his people. He can give deliverance.
No foe can stand against this ally.

Destroy the

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Moral Reform, v, 2-5,
Who suceeeded Rehoboam as king of Judah ?
1 Kings 14, 31,
Who succeeded Abijam ?
What was Asa’s character ¥
How did he deal with idolatry ?
What two commands did he give in verse 4.
What is it to seek the Lord ?
What is the best time to seck him ¢ Prov, 8,17,
Where can we find his law ?
How may we best keep it ?
2. Worldly Wisdom, v. 6-8,
What was this * rest ¢
Who gaveit ¢
How was it obtained ?
How may we find rest ?  Matt. 11, 28, 2
ITow did Asa propose to improve the years of

is the Church’s privilege in time of rest ?
Acts 9. 31,
ras Asa’s army ?

Who came against Judah ?

From what country and where loc

How large was his army ?

Where was the battle ?

Did Asa rely upon his army

Upon whom did herely ?

What confident statement
Lord ?

What prayer did he offer? Gowrprn TeEXT.

What was the result of Asa’s prayer and Asa’s
fight ¢

What may we do in trouble ?

I he make to the

Psalm 55, 22,

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we find—
1. An example of thorough reform ?
An example of earnest work ?
3. An example of earnest prayer ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

How was 8olomon’s kingdom divided after his
death? Into ¢ Israel *? and ¢ Judah,”?

Who was the kingof Judah? Rehoboam.

What tribes stayed with him? The tribe of
Judah and part of Benjamin.

Who was king after Rehoboam ?

Who followed Abijah ¢

What kind of aking was Asa?

How long was the land free from war ?

What did he do about the idols?

What did he command the people of Judah to

do? To seek the Lord, and to keep his

commandments,
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What were the “high places” and the “im-| He made strong forts and kept large gy
ages ” which he destroyed? The high places | mies.
were the altars, and the images the l'nlse[ 3. Who came out with a stronger army to fight
gods. with him? Zerah, the Ethiopian.

ITow did he tell the people to make their cities| 4. In what words did king Asa pray to Gody
stroug? With walls, towerrs, gates, and | GoLDEN TEXT ; ¢¢ Help us, O Lord,*’ ¢,
bars. 8. Who won the victory? ¢The Lorg

Why did he want this done? So as to be | smote the Ethiopians.”
ready in case of war.

What really happened soon ? A great army
of Ethiopians came upon them.

To Wh?m did Asa look for belp? Verse 11. Faith in Christ is a saving grace whereby we

How did the Lord help him ¢ receive Him, trust in Him, and rest upon Hinp

P alone for salvation, as He is offered to us in the

Gospel,
THE LESSON CATECHISM, Johni. 12, But as many as received him, to them
(For the entire school.) gave he power to become the sons of God, even to

. hem that believe on his name,
1. How did King Asa try to make his people |  Acts xvi. 31 And they said, Believe on the Lord

better ¢ He destroyed false gods, Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved and thy
2. How did Le try to make his people safer ? | house.

NEW CHUROH UATECHISM,
30. What is faith in Christ?

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

The Portrait of a King,
1. RIGHTEOUSNESS, 1V, Courace.
1. Did....good and right, v. 2. 1. Went out against him, vs. 8,9,
Blessed....undefiled. Psalm 119, 1, Fear not, nor be afraid. Deut. 31. 6,
2. Iu....eyes of the Lord. v.2. 2. Set the battle, v. 10.
Upon the righteous. Psalm 84, 15, Whom shall 1 fear? Psalm 27, 1.
II. REFORM, .
1. Took away the altars. v. 8. V. PRAYER.
Idols....to the bats. Isa. 2. 20, 1. Cried unto the Lord, v. 11,
2. Seek the Lord. v. 4. Incline thine ear, Psalm 88, 2,
While he may be found. Isa. 55. 6, 7. 2. Help us, O Lord, v, 11,
8. To do the law. v, 4. Their help and their shield. Psalm 115, 9,
Do that which is lawful. Ezek. 83. 19.
1. INDUSTRY. VI Farrn,
1. Built fenced cities. vs. 6, 7. 1. We rest on thee. v. 11,
By labor....increase. Prov. 18, 11. He shall deliver. Psalm 87, 40,
2. Hadan army. v. 8, 2. In thy name we go. v. 11,
Diligent shall bear rule. Prov. 12, 24, Strength of the Lord. Psalm 71, 16,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Asa was the third king of Judah, His grandfather Rehoboam’s folly had led to the division of
the great empire founded by David, King Abijah, Rehoboam’s son and Asa’s father, was neither
very wise nor very good, and yet he seems to have died in the odor of sanctity., Asa entered into
the peaceful enjoyment of Abijah’s exertions in the ficld of war. *In his days the land was quiet
ten years.” He took advantage of national peace and prosperity to sweep away the heathen
symbols and ceremonies which infested the land, and he fortified the nation more thoroughly than any
of his predecessors had done. Our lesson story emphasizes the doctrine of faith—the profitableness
of resting upon God. It also falls in with the current Jewish theory of the retribution of sin in thislife
—a theory which, while liable to lead to extremes, nevertheless contains some truth, “Medicine,”
says John Ruskin, “ often fails of its effect, but poison never ; and while summing the observations
-2 past life, not unwatchfully spent, I can truly say that I have a thousand times seen Patience dis-
appointed of her hope and Wisdom of her aim, but I have never yet seen Folly fruitless of mischief
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nor a Vice conclude but in calamity.” Asa reigned for forty-one years, from B, C. 955 to 914, and
the first fifteen years of his reign are covered by this lesson. It is worth while, in the study of his
reign, to read carefully the record also of his father Abijal’s career in 2 Chron, 13, 1-22 and 1 Kings

15. 1-8.

Verse 2. Asa did that which was good
and right in the eyes of the Lord. He
studied carefully the will of Jehovah as it had
been expressed by lawmakers and prophets, and
gealously sought to conform his life to it. There
is no safe test of integrity but the approbation of
the Lord. Public opinion often goes astray, and
often our own hearts condemn us; but God is
greater than our hearts, If in his eyes our mo-
tives are right, all is well. His God. Two sorts
of idolaters are recognized by the historians of
Judah and Israel—those who “ sinned according
to the sin of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,” that is,
those who had the true God and the correct the-
ology, but whose worship was either degraded in
deference to political plans or insincere ; and
those who sinned like Ahab—that is, worshiped
false gods,

3. He took away the altars of the strange
gods, *Strange gods’ means *“ stranger * gods,
foreign gods. High places. Especially the
high places consecrated to these false gods,
From 2 Chron. 15, 17 we find that the high
places consecrated to Jehovah were not yet re-
moved, Altars were usually built on hilltops,
and often chapels or sacred tents were erected
with them. Brake down the images. The
pillars, memorial stones, or posts erected to
Baal. Cutdown the groves. Revised Version,
Asherim, This phrase, like * images,” refers to
pillars, only that these were wooden, and dedi-
cated to the goddess Ashtaroth, The worship of
the false god and the false goddess were natu-
rally entwined about each other. The rites were
picturesque and exceedingly degrading, as in-
deed they could not but be, for the deities them-
selves were personified vices.

4. Commanded Judah. Issueda proclama-
tion throughout his little kingdom. To seek
the Lord God of their fathers, To worship
Jehovah as the only God of Israel. From the
story elsewhere we learn how tremendously
in earnest Asa was in all this reformation, He
deposed Queen Maachah, his mother (1 Kings 15,
10), or his grandmother, according to 1 Kings 15,
2, and her idols were openly destroyed. To do
the law. To study the civil and religious order
of the nation, Commandment. The thought
hereis that of obedi . The*t d i
is the precept which enjoins the practice of the
“law " which they studied.

5, 6. He took away out of all the cities
of Judah the |high places and the images,

The sun statues, altars, and emblems of Baal, the
sun god. Judging by modern Hindu images,
some of these were in the shape of a human
head surrounded by a halo, and others probably
of the human form thus surrounded. Asa was
a beneficent despot ; he did not consult with any-
one, but did what was right, and hig nation was
the better for it. The kingdom was quiet bew
fore him. Literally “under his eye.” He
looked on every hand about his little kingdom
and could see no sign of plotting within nor of
invasion without, It is true that the kingdom of
Israel and that of Judah were not at this time in
friendship, but it is probable that a hostile feel-
ing rather than actual hostilities are referred to
in 1 Kings 15, 16. That a people, some of whom
doubtless were sincere in their worship of false
gods, and others of whom were financially inter-
ested in that worship, should so readily obey his
commands shows that the moral poison had not
yet completely corrupted the spiritual life of the
nation. The ten years of peace which Asa en-
joyed were made good use of, He built fenced
cities in Judah, thus following the example of his
grandfather Rehoboam, The customs of the He-
brews gave to their kings huge revenues, and
the royal wealth was increased by each sue-
cessful campaign ; but the *“ good » kings always
emphasized the theocracy, and regarded God as
the real king and themselves as vicegerents—
stewards of the great Householder. Their income
therefore was not regarded as “private,” but
was lavishly spent for the defense of the nation.
‘“‘Fenced cities" were fortresses, some of them
most massive. The invasion by the Egyptians in
Rehoboam’s day and the extensive wars which
Abijah suffered made this renewal of the for-
tresses by Asa a necessity. "The land had rest,
Not only was *‘the kingdom quiet under his
eye,” not only did the statesmen and generals
recognize the prevailing conditions of peace, but
the people themselves were at rest, each one sit-
ting under his own vine and fig tree, with none
to make him afraid, and the signs of prosperity
and security made the popular life wholesome
and happy. “ Rest and quiet,” as Dr. Trambull
weightily says, *sometimes go together; but
sometimes rest is accompanied by strife and
struggle.” We read that in Asa’s reign his land
was quiet ten years, but when barbaric invasion
shattered the national quiet Asa was still able
to say to the Lord, * We rest on thee.” This is
our privilege—to have rest alike when there is
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quiet and when there is warfare ; and to dwell
with delight at all times on the thought that there
remaineth a rest to the people of God.

7. Therefore. * Because the Lord had given
him rest.” He said unto Judah. Probably
by a,series of proclamations. Let us build
these cities. No cities are named, but Geba and
Mizpeh (2 Chron. 16, 6) were two of these,
Mnake about them walls and towers, gates
and bars. The “ walls” were of stone and were
an abundant defense against any weapons that
in that age could be brought against them.
Explosives were almost unknown, and batter-
ing rams were guarded against by backing the
walls by solid earth. “ Towers” were built at
intervals, so as to give the defenders advantage
over the assailants. The besieging army often
on its part built wooden towers high enough to
reach these towers on the walls. The “ gates
were covered with plates of brass or iron, and
the ‘““bars” increased their strength. While
the land is yet before us. This was the rea-
son for Asa’s building. *In time of peace pre-
pare for war’ is a maxim which, while often
misused, has some wisdom underneath it,

8. Asa had an army. Not, however, a reg-
ular army, in the modern sense of that phrase.
He had provided with weapons all citizens on
whom he felt justified in calling in time of war.
Targets. Long shields. Spears. The most
readily used weapons of ancient warfare. Bare
shields and drew bows, The shiclds were of
the lighter, round sort, and the bows were evi-
dently very strong (which is shown by the word
“drew,” literally “trod,” which indicates that
the foot had to be used in placing the arrow in
position, so stiff was the spring). The armor of
the left-handed Benjamites was evidently lighter
than that of the troops from Judah,

9. There came out against them Zerah
the Ethiopian. Most of the facts concerning
Asa are given in Kings as well as in Chronicles,
but this invasion is only mentioned here. Who
Zerah was is not certainly known, Most late
authorities incline to believe that he was a king
of Egypt, though it is not easy to understand
how an Egyptian could be called an Ethiopian.
It is conjectured by some that Zerah was Osar-
kon II, and was really an Ethiopian prince who

with the daughter of the Egyptian king. If e
in any way represented the Egyptian throne, the
reason of his invasion may have been that Asy
refused to continue the tribute which Shishak
had imposed upon Rehoboam. A host of a
thousand thousand, and three hundred
chariots. This horde probably was made up of
mercenaries, Arab nomads, always ready for g
fight, and now swept northward by the Ethiopian
army, each tribe hoping to have a share of the
expected plunder. The number of chariots is
small, due, doubtless, to the fact that it was next
to impossible for chariots to be used effectively
in Judah. The approach from Egypt was espe-
cially difficult for them. Mareshah, “Summit.”
This town had been fortified by Rehoboam, and
it lay on the edge of the desert, about twenty-five
miles southwest of Jerusalem. From it the road
rose rapidly and roughly. It was the first great
Jewish fortress to which Zerah's army came,

10. Then Asa went out againsthim, As
soon as the news of the invasion reached him,
The  valley of Zephathah. Of this valley
nothing is eertainly known,

11. Asa cried unto the Lord his God,
He took every precaution for the safety and ad-
vantage of his army, but was at the same time
conscious of his own inability to meet the foe,
and relied entirely on God. Lord, it is nothe
ing with thee to help. “ No one is able like
thee to help.” Whether with many, or with
them that have no power, God is as realy
to take the side of the weak as the side of the
strong. The giving forth of God’s power is noth-
ing to him, but it is a great deal to his children,
Help us, O Lord our God. (Exod. 14,1051
Chron. 5. 20; 2 Chron. 13. 14; Psalm 18, 6: 50,
15; Acts 2. 21.) We rest on thee, Ilcre
comes the second, and by far the most impress-
ive, view of the rest of soul which Asa enjoyed,
In thy name. Trusting to thy help, We go
against this multitude. When a man stands
for the Lord and moves forward as the Lord's
representative he is invincible, Let not man
prevail against thee. ‘““No man can ever
hold out against thee,”

12. So. Therefore. The Lord smote the
Ethiopians before Asa. Not Asa smote the
Ethiopians before the Lord, The results of all

ruled over Egypt on account of his murr!ugo‘humau efforts are, in the last analysis, divine,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Asa, the third king of Judah, was conspicuous
asa reformer. When he came tothe throne idol-
atry, with its attendant demoralization, was prev-
alent throughout the kingdom. He immediately

set on foot various measures for the restoration
of the worship of Jehovah and the eradication
of the sources of evil. He was unsparing in his
zeal, going even 80 faras to burn the symbol of
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the religion of his grandmother, Maachah, and to
throw its ashes into the Kidron, Besides restor-
ing the ancient religion, he developed the de-
fensesof the kingdom, fortifying cities and rais-
ing a great army, and bringing Judah up to a
higher station among the nations. After a sue-
cessful reign of about forty years he passed away,
greatiy mourned by his people, who had devel-
oped a strong and sincere affection for him,

Verse 2. Good and right. Considering the
record made by his two predecessors, it would not |
have been remarkable if Asa had done that which
was bad and wrong. Rehoboam, the first king,
“reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city
which the Lord had chosen outof all the tribes
of Israel to put his name there ; and he did evil,
because he prepared not his heart to seek the
Lord.” Then came Abijah, with a short reign of
three years, the most important eventof which was
the victory over Jeroboam, but ‘ he walked in all
the sins of his father, which he had done before
him ; and his heart was not perfect with the
Lord his God.” With a father and a grandfather
of such types it is quite remarkable that Asa
did not succumb to his evil environment and |
walk ““in allthe sins of his father.” Evidently |
his determination to do *“that which was good
and right in the eyes of the Lord his God ” was
stronger than the degenerative influence of he-
redity. )

3. Took away the altars. They had been
established so long that they must have seemed
to be part of the very life of the people. Since
Solomon had admitted idolatry toward the close
of his reign no king had had the ‘emerity to sup-
press it, and the attempt of Asa was not wholly
successful, so firmly was the evil intrenched in
the heart and characters of the people. It is
casier to prevent than to pluck up evil, Cut
down the groves. Asa knew that the favor
of God could not be expected as long as
these symbols of idolatrous worship remained
standing to tempt the people away from him,
The rites employed in this idolatrous worship
appealed to the basest passions, and there could
be no real worship of Jehovah so long as these
evidences of debased nature were left undis-
turbed.

4. Commanded Judah, The earnestness of
Asa suggests the seriousness of the situation.
Another reign such as that of his grandfather
would probably plunge Judah into irretrievable
ruin, It was time for vigorous measures, and
the king was equal to the emergency. * He set
before him the dangerous consequences of for-
saking God and his ordinances, and that there
was no way of having grievances redressed but
by repenting and returning unto God."—Smith.

|
|
[

5. The kingdom was quiet. That was the
natural result. The distress and disquietude of
the world are largely due to the evil in it. Once
remove that disturbing cause, and quietness will
inevitably result. And this is equally true of the
individual heart. Distraction can usually be
traced tosin. Let the sin be eliminated, and the
peace of God which passeth understanding will
possess the soul. Judah reformed meant Judah
in tranquillity. It is remarked of Asa’s reign,
““In his days the land was quiet ten years,” and
this was due to his strenuous stand for the rees-

| tablishment of the worship of Jehovah,

7. Let us build. Here we see that * peace
hath her victories no less renowned than war.”
When sin is regnant among a people the virtues
that abide and make for their higher develop-
ment cannot flourish. The ways of peace, sobri-
ety, and contentment are hedged up, and the
purpose to seek the things that pertain to the
kingdom of God and the spiritual well-being of
the soul is strangled.

8. Asa had an army. During the ten years
of peace Asa, like a wise king, knowing the jeal-
ous dispositions of his neighbors, sought to de-
velop the internal resources of his kingdom and
to prepare his cities for defense against any ene-
my who might attack him. In time of peace he
prepared for war ; and when the encounter came
he was ready, If the figures given relative to the
strength of the opposing forces are accepted, the
armies must have presented a wonderful specta-
cle, but thereis reason to believe that these large
numbers are an error of some copyist, and that
the forces, though great and unequal, were less
than 580,000 on the one side and 1,000,000 men
and 300 chariots on the other.

9. Zerah, There is difference of opinion as
to who this Zerah was. Ille may have been a
Cushite of Arabia, or of Ethiopia. It is supposed,
also, that Zerah is the 1lebrew name of Osarkon
I, Shishak’s successor, and the second king of the
twenty-second Egyptian dynasty, or of Osarkon
IL. It is quite likely that a large portion of his
vast army was made up of Libyan mercenaries,

11. Asa cried unto the Lord. Without
supernatural help there was only the remotest
possibility of success for Asa. But Le had re-
sources that Zerah knew not of, and against
which his vast horde would be utterly powerless,
The arm of the Lord was revealed, and he tri-
umphed gloriously, as he always does when ar-
rayed with his children against the forces of evil,
The battle of Mareshah is without parallel in
Jewish history. ‘On no other occasion did an
Israelitearmy meet an army of one of the great
powers on either side and defeat it. Shishak
was unopposed ; S8ennacherib was not met in the
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field ; Necho was somet, and overthrew Josiah’s
army ; Nebuchadnezzar, like 8hishak, was only
delayed by fortifications,” In thy name. This
is the spirit of the true reformer. The wdrk was
not Asa’s, but Jechovah’s, and he was but the in-
strument. All great reforms have been accom-
plished in the same way. The work of regenera-
tion, whether it be moral or spiritual, is God's
work, and his servants, who are called upon to be
coworkers with him in the work, should recognize
the true relation they sustain to it. Asa had an
opportunity to assume the eredit of that marvel-
ous victory, but he undoubtedly recognized the
divine hand in it.

12. So the Lord. The smiting of the Ethio-
pians before Asa is a promise of God's willing-
ness and ability to do for all who trust in him
exceeding abundantly above all they may ask or
think,

Thoughts ror Young Pecple.

How to Promote True Religion and True
National Prosperity.

1. Zet the rulers set pood examples, Al the suc-
cess and prosperity of Judah were measurably
due to Asa. A bad ruler inevitably makes his
easily-molded subjects bad, and a great majority
of men and women in this world are easily
molded.

2. Remove temptations to sin. 'We have no Jjus-
tification for the toleration of moral infection or
of snares of sin. The shameless journalism
of modern times, the liquor traffic, the opportu-
nities furnished by corrupt politics, the unseru-
pulous use of civil or military power, tend to
corrupt youth and to make it easy to do wrong.
Gladstone never uttered a wiser word than when
he said that the true vocation of government
was to make it easy to do right, and hard to do
wrong.

3. Impart veigious instruction. In our nation
this cannot be done by the State, but in no natiom
can it more easily and generally be done, If

there are slums, it is the fuult of Christians,
in past generations or in this ; if there are un-
evangelized rustic neighborhoods, it is bernllxe‘
those who enjoy high Christian privileges have |
not the true missionary spirit, Every one of us |
is responsible for the religious instruetion of
youth,

4. Train in practical obedience, 1 like that word
“commanded.” If young America has a beset-
ting sin, it is disregard of anthority, disposition to
criticise official superiors, lack of reverence for
the powers that be, which, nevertheless, we have
the divine assurance are ordained of God,

5. Give the people occupation, We have had a

singular incidental evidence of this advantage in
our own land. What was the first and most ap.-
parent effect of the declaration of war? It wag
the belittling of differences at home. TPoliticy]
grudges were forgotten just because the people
had a warto wage. They became better citizens
than before. It is precisely the same if they can
be interested in peaceable activities. People need
something to do to keep them from spoiling,

6. Lrpect dangers and prepare for them, Oup
war, with its sources of mortification and prid.—
the nation’s comparatively unprepared army and
thoroughly prepared navy—forms an excellent
illustration of the necessity of this injunetion,

Te Trust in God, and look to him in emergency,
We try, but it is God that performs. The wayer-
ing, uncertain, half-hearted Christian has no
real sense of Giod’s love, therefore no faith in Lis
presence and heip, therefore no strength against
spiritual foes. But enlist under Christ’s banner,
put on the whole armor of God, take the shicld
of faith, and we shall be able to withstand
in the eyil day, and having done all to stand,

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

There is something which tends to awaken a
sense of pity in the ever-present spirit of compro.
mise in religious matters found throughout the
entire history of the Jewish people, Ilere we
have a king, Asa, commended for his zeal against
idolatry, in breaking down the high places, and
yet the next chapter tells us he carried his reform
only to a limited degree, when he was obliged to
compromise by making a distinction. Hedid re-
move those high places which had been wholly
devoted to the worship of idols, but did not re-
move the idolatrous symbols under which the
people had come to worship Jehovah, If we were
intent only on emphasizing this as an orientalism,
we could furnish no end of illustrations of the
compounding of religions in all the nations of
the East. To be sure, a further investigation
might show that Christianity, too, had com-
pounded with the old heathenism of northern
Europe and with Roman usages, and had notonly
taken color, but been corrupted by the blending,
But it is specially remarkable how everywhere
the most iconoclastic faiths have been more or
less mixed with other systems, just as we find it
throughout the entire Hebrew history. It is the
same at this day. We venture to illustrate by
referring to the mixture of several systems in one
brought recently to notice by the Rev. Samuel M.
Zwemer, just now attempting an extension of
missionary enterprise into the interior of Arabia,
He says of the four or five thousand so-called
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«8t, John Christians » living along the banks of
the Tigris and Euphrates, that their worship is a

composite of ull the religions which have appeared |

on the plain, They turn toward the North Star
in prayer, and baptize every Sunday ; they bathe
toward midnight in the river, and on emerging
put on white robes. In an open space before
their tabernacle the priest places the sacred book,
“8idra Rabba,” on the altar. Two live pigeons
are handed him ; one is held toward the polar
star and released with the invocation, “In the
name of the Living One blessed be primitive
light, the ancient light, divinely self-created.”
The throat of the other pigeon is cut, and the
blood is let fall on wafers—four spots on each,
forming a cross, These are put into the mouths
of the worshipers by priests with the words
“ Marked be thou with the mark of the Living
One.”

The integrity of Asa is not called iu question ;
he would not have failed to make thorough work
of the reformation, but, like many another re-
former, he had to get on as far as he could. He
was honest enough to feel that he could call con-
fidently on God to stand by him in the battles
against the Egyptians, and to make the war a
sort of religious duel. It was a splendid and
courageous challenge, Ie bad not an army
equal to hurl against the great forces of the
Ethiopians.  Asa challenged the pantheon of
Egypt. There was a splendid ritual in Egypt.
The calendar was crowded with festivals; cere-
mony followed ceremony; foreigners beheld
with wonder the round of religious services:
scores of priests with shaven heads crowded the
courts of the temples; long processions made
their way up and down the “sphinx " avenues;
incense floated in the air; strains of music re-
sounded without pause, while hundreds of vic-
tims were being sacrificed. In every city and
town were one or more grand structures enriched
with all that Egyptian art could supply of
painted and sculptured decoration dedicated to
the honor of some divinity or divinities., The
image of the great god of the place occupied the
central shrine ; around were the chambers of the
priests, and further off court after court, some
pillared, some colonnaded, and all more or less
adorned with sculpture and painting. The en-
trance to them was through long avenues of

sphinxes or obelisks which conducted to the two |

gigantic towers flanking the main doorway.

It was not so much against the overpowering
Ethiopian army that Asa asks Jehovah to give
him triumph as against the pantheon of Egyptian
gods, “In thy name we go against this multi-
tude.” It is like the old-time challenge of Elijah
at Carmel. He is willing to defy all the multi-

tude of Egyptian armies and Egyptian gods, It
is Jehovah against all the deities of all the tem-
ples, or hills, or brickyards, or palaces, of all the
Egyptian calendar, singly or combined—a great
religious battle, a great moral crisis, and a
sweeping religious victory,

By Way of Illustration.

Asa did that which was vight in the eyes of the
Lord. A mew foreman in a manufactory an-
nounced that the rules of the company would be
enforced. A workman said to him, threaten-
ingly, “ Do you know that you will make your-
self very unpopular?’ “Iam sorry for that,”
he answered, ‘“but it is more important to be
popular with the president than with any man or
company of men,” The reformers of the world
have been hated and persecuted and sometimes
put to death by men, but they did that which
was right in the eyes of the Lord, and he has
brought them to honor and reward.

Importance of reform. Thomas Carlyle says:
‘ Luther’s appearance at the Diet of Worms on
April 17, 1521, may be considered as the greatest
scene in modern Eur pean history ; the point,
indeed, from which tne whole subsequent his-
tory of civilization takes its rise. The world’s
pomp and power sit there on this hand; on
that, stands up for God’s truth one man, Hans
Luther, the poor miner’s son. It is the greatest
moment in the modern history of man. The
germ of English Puritanism, England and its
two Parliaments, America’s vast work these two
centuries, the French Revolution, all lay in that
crisis of the Reformation, Had Luther in that
moment acted otherwise, it would have made
different history for all these great nations.”

Christians  should be woformers,  Christians
should be like railway switches, turning people
off from the track of sin to the track of right-
eousness, I fear that too many of us are like
the railway stations, past which the great com-
panies of sinners whirl to destruction.—Beecher,

Asa victorious with God’s help, The motto of
the old German reformers has been often
quoted, “One with God on his side makes a
majority.” The Lord is so strong that the ques-
tion of large or small in reference to men is of
no account to him ; a8 a few more or less peo-
ple on board are unnoticed by a great steam-
ship ; or a few grains of sand more or less which
would make a great difference to ants rolling
them along are nothing to a man. A good
woman in the Middle Ages felt that she ought to
build an orph for 1 1 hild But
she was very poor, having only two pence, and
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when some one asked her how she could do any-
thing with so little she answered, *“ Two nence
and Thresa are nothing, but two pence and God
are everything.”

Lingland’s dcliverance, To commemorate the
deliverance of England from the formidable
group of Spanish ships called the Spanish Ar-
mada, Queen Elizabeth commanded a medal to
be struck representing the Armada scattered
and sinking in the background, and in the front
the British fleet riding triumphant, with the fol-
lowing passage from Exod. 15. 10, as a motto
round the medal, “Thou didst blow with thy
wind, and the sea covered them,”

A modern example. The best example of
modern reform is the warfare of temperance
against the saloon. Men drive out the saloons,
but they come again. They make prohibitory
laws, but in some form the saloon appears
again. It is so rooted in the passions of men
and in moneyed interests that the repeated tem-
perance reformations are only partly successful,
though really making a continual gain. If we
should put ““saloons " instead of *“ high places”
in this story, it would well describe the modern
temperance warfare.— Frloubet,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J, I, KNOWLES,

You remember our lesson a week ago last Sun-
day was a sad story of sin and its effects, Israel
and Judah ‘“left all the commandments of the
Lord their God,” and a long train of sorrowful
disaster followed.

It is always so. I wish we might see it; I wish
we might believe it without having to learn the
lesson by hard experience. The commandments
of God, every one of them, are given *“ that it may
be veell with us and with our children forever.”
“In keeping of them there is great reward.” Be-
sides the wickedness of disobeying God, we show
a great lack of good sense when we disobey him,
He loves us; he knows what is best for us; he
tells us what to do. But we do not like to be
told ; we want our own way, and we have to take
the consequences,

Stop for a moment and think of the Ten Com-
mandments, which include the whole moral law
in so few words that we can easily remember
them. There is not one of them we can break
without doing ourselves personal harm. Not
one, which if kept, but will make us more pros-
perous and happy. Jesus put them all into one
short sentence: “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind ;
and thy neighbor as thyself.” Ask the Holy

8pirit to help you think this out for yourself, so
that you may see how very foolish it is not 1o
obey God.

But we have come to a brighter day in Judah's
history. ‘‘Asa did that which was good and
right in the eyes of the Lord his God,” and he
commanded Judah to do the law and the conm-
mandment. Things began to mend at once,
‘ They built and prospered.” It was the logic of
conditions. “ The work of righteousness shall he
peace, and the effect of righteousness quietness
and assurance forever.” I want you to getatrue
view of the rewards of goodness and the punish-
ment of sin. These lessons teach it plainly if we
study them rightly. God do« ot reward us fop
doing right ; for instance, as a mother gives ler
child “something nice for being good.” That isa
very low conception of the principlesof his gov-
ernment. There is a moral law of cause and effect ;
we do not understand it, God does understand ;
and he bases his commands upon that unchang-
ing law. If we obey, we come to the logical out-
come-prosperity and peace. If we disobey, we
come just as logically to disaster and sorrow,
And yet God does out of his infinite fatherly
love shower upon his obedient children blessings
beyond all we can ask or think, because we are
in conditions which make it possible for him to
doso. Never, never think of God of his own will
sending a sinner to everlasting death, [Ile is
‘“not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance,”

But it was not all peaceful with Asa, even
though he was doing right. A host of a thousand
thousand came out against him—more than three
times as many as Asa could gather together,
Does that look as if God was taking care of him?
It doesn’t look so, but he was. God generally
leads his people that way. They get their best
things out of the great trials they have to mect,
They learn to pray as Asa did. O, what a prayer
is this! How often I have read it; in my Bible
there are deep lines around it, and dates too,
when I have proved that ““it is nothing with thee
to help whether with many or with them that have
no power.” It is good to have a host come ont
against us if we find out that truth. God is above
circumstances, greater than circumstances ; hard
places are of small account with him. It is very
sweet to pray, “ Help me, O Lord my God, for I
rest on thee.” It was a great thing for Asa to
have rest from his enemies and prosperity in his
kingdom, but it was even better to rest in God in
the midst of his enemies. It is comfortable to
live without trials, but we never know the exqui-
site depth of rest until we find it in the midst of
anxieties and difficulties, in the strength and
comfort of God.
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The Teachers’ Meeting.

1. Recall the names and characters of the
kings from David to Asa. II. Define and give
account of strange gods, high places, groves, com-
mandments, images, fenced cities, targets, Zerah the
Ethiopian, Mereshah, 111, 8tate concerning King
Asa: 1. His acts, as recorded in this lesson ; 2.
The elements of character which he displayed.
What are the truths which this lesson teaches
concerning : 1, Times of peace? 2. Times of
war? 8. Times of need? This lesson may be
taught in various lines. 1. A good one is sug-
gested by the *“ Thoughts for Young People,”
“How to promote true religion and prosperity
in a nation.,” 2. Take for anoiher: (1) Asa’s
opportunity—time of peace, prosperity, ete,
(Youth such a time.,) (2) Asa’suseof the oppor-
tunity : reform, preparation, work. Let young
people so employ theirs in thorough equipment
for usefulness. (3) Asa’s need. The dangers
through which the young must sometimes pass ;
(4) Asa’s power—prayer, reliance upon God.
80 let the young look to God and rest upon him,

Before the Class.

the way of life toward a true reformation—the
forniing of a purpose to do right in the eyes of
the Lord. Many so-called reformations are not
reformations at all, because this first gtep has not
been taken. Without a righteous purpose as an
ideal to actualize there can be no true reforma-
tion of the individval and of society. Call out
from the class suggestions as to the hindrances
Asa had to contend against in carrying out his
high purpose, such as («) Influence of his father
and grandfather and their example ; (b) The pre-
vailing idolatrous religion ; (¢) The influence of
Maachah. Ask also for the influences helpful to
his purpose, such as (a) The prophets; (b) The
direct promises of God given to David and Solo-
mon ; (¢) Experiences of the past in both the
kingdoms of Israel and Judah,

2. A thorough purification, King Asa not only
began to walk in God's way, but also began the
purging of the nation of its idolatrous practices
(verses 3-5). Note (a) The thoroughness of the
purging—the utter destruction of the altars, the
images, and the groves; (b) The extent of the
work—throughout all the cities of Judah ; (¢) The
positive command to the people—seck the Lord
God ; (d) The result of the purging—rest, Asa
was terribly in earnest and made a clean sweep

Introduetion, The lessons for the present quar- | of everything, 8o to-day a true reformation
ter give us a view of some of the leading events | is a complete reformation, a complete giving up
of the kingdom of Judah. The history of this | of all enshrined idols, coupled with a seeking of
kingdom, unlike that of Israel, is that of a single | the Lord God and the keeping of his law and
dynasty—the dynasty of David—thus fulfilling | commandments,
the promise of God made to David and renewed | 8. A commendable prudence. During the ten
to Solomon. (See 1 Chron. 17, 11-15 and 1 Kings | years of rest and quiet which the kingdom now
11.11-18.) Rehoboam reigned over the southern | enjoyed Asa built citles and strengthened them,
kingdom for seventeen years, and was succeeded | thus preparing for a possible assault in the future,
by his gon, Abijah, who reigned three years. Dur- | This was the part of wisdom. In our lives to-day
ing Rehoboam’s reign the people fell into gross | we must use the times of peace and quiet to
idolatry, and as a punishment suffered a severe | strengthen our characters, so that when the as-
defeat at the hands of Shishak, king of Egypt, ‘ sanlts of evil strike we may be able successfully
who was bought off from destroying the city byn;m resist them, This with us is the part of
great ransom, which included the famous shields | wisdom,
of gold which were in the temple. Abijah (’0]»' 4, A humble prayer. The time of trial came
lowed in the footsteps of his father, doing evil in | after a number of years, when Judah was invaded
the sight of the Lord. This was the condition of by Zerah the Ethiopian. Although Asa had a
things when Rehoboam’s grandson, Asa, came to | large army and at once went out to give battle
the throne. He reigned for forty-one years. I to the invaders, he did not trust in the strength

Development of the text. Place upon the board of this army, but turned to God in humble
the subject, ** The Way of Life,” and the follow- prayer, praying for divine help to overcome the
ingoutline of thelesson : 1. A righteous purpose; enetay. The prayer was heard and answered.
2. A thorough purification; 3. A commendable Tnus, while we must prepare for all times of
prudence ; 4. A humble prayer. temptation and trial, when such times come let

Z. A righteous purpose, Asa turned from the | uslook upward for help and not trust alone to
evil ways of his father and grandfather, and our own strength,

“purposed » to follow the law of God. In this| Specifie application, Seek to impress the truth
he was successful, for the record tells us that | that the way of life is a way of complete refor-
“the heart of Asa was perfect all his days” (2 mation, and that all true reformations begin
Chron, 15, 17). Thus Asa took the first step in | with a change of purpose—a turning to the Lord
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God and his righteousness, Our purpose mnsl!
be to do not simply that which seems right in |
our own eyes or in the eyes of society, but that
which is right in the eyes of the Lord.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Lord, we come before thee now.
How good thou art to me,

Praise, for his excellent greatness,
There’s a wideness,

Glorious things of thee,

A mighty fortress.

Be with me every moment,
Come, let us use the grace.
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Awake! Jerusalem, awake |

Library References,

BY REV, 8. G. AYRES, B.D,
Asa.—Rawlinson, Kings of Israel and Judah,
page 31. Morris, Sacred Biography, vol. 1, page

450. Smith, Hebrew Ieople, page 306, Stanley,
Jewish Church, vol. i, page 426. Ewald, History |
of Iwrad (index). Kittel, History of the Ilrbrru-x;
(index). Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. iv |

LESSON II. JEHNSHAPHAT’S GOOD REIGN,

GOLDEN TEXT. Inall thy ways acknowledge
AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Read 1 Kings 14. 21 to 16, 84.]
2 Chron. 17. 1-10, [Commit to memory
verses 8-6.)

1 And Je-hosh'a-phat his son reigned in his
stead, and strengthened himself against Is'ra-el.

2 And he placed forces in all the fenced cities
of Ju'dah, and set garrisons in the land of Ju'-
dah, and in the cities of E'phra-im, which A'sa
his father had taken,

3 And the Lorp was with Je-hosh'a-phat, be-
cause i:e walked in the first ways of his father
Da'vid, and sought not unto Ba'al-im ;

4 But sought to the LORD God of Lis father,
and walked in his commandments, avd not after
the doings of Is'ra-el,

5 Therefore the Lorp stablished the kingdom
in his hand ; and all Ju'dah brought to Je-hosh'-
a-phat presents; and he had riches and honor in
abundance,

6 And his heart was lifted up in the ways of
the Lorp: moreover he took away the high
places and groves out of Ju'dah.

7 Also in the third year <f his reign he sent to

is princes, even to Ben-ha' il, and to O-ba-di‘ah,

"

(index). Hengstenberg, Kingdom of God in
Old Testament (index),

ZerAn, THE ETHIOPIAN, —S8tanley, Jiui,
Church, vol. ii, page 426, Hengstenberg, King.
dom of Godin the Old Testament, vol. ii, pages
158,150, Ewald, History of Israel, vol. iv, page 50 "

FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK OF BIBLE Manygs
AND  Cusroms: Ver., 8, High places, 174
‘“Groves,” 222. Ver. 6, Fenced cities, 366, v
8 “Targets " (fsinnah), 253 ; Spears (romach)
Shields (magan), 802; The bow, 848, V
War chariots, 119,

Blackboard.
BY J. T. HARTNAGEL,

Breas Down Bvery \noe |
T OUE-EVERY TQE

[Oct. 9,
him, and he shall direct thy paths. Prov. 3. 6.
Revisep VERSION,
1 And Je-hosh’a-phat his son reigned in his
stead, and strengthened himself against I«
2 ra-el. And he placed forces in all the fenced
cities of Ju’dah, and set garrisons in the land
of Ju’dah, and in the cities of E’phra-im,
3 which A’sa his father had taken. And the
Lowp was with Je-hosh’a-phat, because he
walked in the first ways of his father Du’vid,
4 and sought not unto the Ba’al-im ; but sought
to the God of his father, and walked in his com-
mandments, and not after the doings of Is"-
5 ra-el. Therefore the Lonrp stablished the
kingdom in his hand ; and all Ju’dah brought
to Je-hosha-phat presents ; and he had riches
6 and honor in abundance. And his heart was
lifted up in the ways of the Lorp: and fur-
thermore he took away the high places and
7 the Asherim out of Ju’dah, Also in the third
year of his reign he sent his princes, even
Ben-hail, and O-ba-di’ah, and Zech-a-ri’ah,
and Ne-than’e-cl, and Mi-cha’iah, to teach in
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and to Zeci-a-ri'ah, and to Ne-than'e-el, and to
Mi-cha'iah, to teach in the cities of Ju'dah.

8§ And with them e sent Le'vites, even 8hem-a-
{ah, and Neth-a-ni‘ah, and Zeb-a-di'ah, and As'-
whel, and  She-mir'a-moth, and Je-hon'a-than,
and Ad-o-ni‘jah, and To-bi’jah, and Tob-ad-o-
uijab, Le'vites ; and with them E-lish'a-ma and
Je-hoream, priests,

9 And they taught in Ju’dah, and Aad the book
of the law of the Lorp with them, and went
about throughout all the cities of .]u’duh, and
taught the people.

10 And the fear of the Lowrp fell upon all the
kingdoms of the lands that were round about Ju’-
dah, so that they made no war against Je-hosh-
a-phat.

8 the cities of Judah; and with them the Ler-
vites, even 8hem-a-i’ah, and Neth-a-ni*ah, and
Zeb-a-di'ah, and Asfa-hel, and She-mirfa-moth,
and Je-hon'a-than, and Ad-o-nitjuh, and To-
bi‘jah, and Tob-ad-o-ni*jah, the Lervites ; and
with them E-lish’a-ma and Je-horram, the

9 priests. And they taught in Jurdah, having
the book of the law of the Lorp with them ;
and they went about throughout all the cities
of Ju'dah, and taught among the people.

10 And the fear of the Lorn fell upon all the
kingdoms of the lands that were round about
Ju'dah, so that they made no war against
Je-hosh'a-phat.

Time.—B. C.914-880, Place.—The kingdom
of Judah, Rulers.—Jehoshaphat, the fourth
king of Judah, Contemporary kings of Israel :
Ahab, Ahaziah, and Jehoram, Ben-hadad, king
of Syria.

Home Readings.
M. Jehoshaphat’s Good Reign. 2 Chron. 17,
1-10.

Tu. Good instructions. 2 Chron, 19, 1-11,

W. Refuge in trouble, 2 Chron. 20, 1-13,

Th. Resting in God. 2 Chron, 20 14-21,

F. Deliverance. 2 Chron. 20. 22-30,

S, The king and the Scriptures. Deut. 17,

14-20.
8¢ A joyful Bible reading. Neh. 8, 1-12,

Lesson Hymns,

No. 210, New Canadian Hymnal,

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land.

No. 353, New Canadian Hymnal,

At even, ere the sun was set,
The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay.

No. 323, New Canadian Hymnal,

Into a tent where a gipsy boy lay,
Dying alone at the close of the day.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS,
1. A Righteous Example, v. 1-6,
Whom did Jehoshaphat succeed as king ?
Against whom did he guard himself ¢
Whose example did he follow ?
Whom did he seek and serve ?
What rewards came for his fidelity ?
What is promised to godliness? 1 Tim. 4. 8,
In whose ways was the king encouraged ¢
What evils did he put away ?
2. Religious Instruction, v. 7-10,
When was this good work begun ?
To whose care was it committed ?
What religious instructors were sent out ?
What was their authority in teaching ?
Where did they teach ?
Why had Jehoshaphat peace with his neigh-
bors ¢

What great truth is illustrated in the career of
this ruler? GoLpeN Texr,

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Follow good example. Walk in the ways of
wise men,

2. Honor God’s word. Search the Seriptures,
Teach God’s commandments. The Bible is our
only guide-book to eternal life,

8. True piety is a source of prosperity to indi-
viduals as to nations,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. A Righteous Example, v. 1-6,

Who succeeded Asa as king ?

How did he strengthen his kingdom ¢

What was his character

Whose example did he follow ?

Whose example is the best for us to copy ?
1Cor. 11. 1.

Who was with Jehoshaphat ?

Who is willing to abide with us? John 14, 23.

To whom did Jehoshaphat seek ?

‘What did he avoid ¢

What is it to seek God ¢

What is the command in Isa. 55, 6,

Who was the king of Israel at this time?
1Kings 22, 41,

What were his character and influence ?

What did God do for Jehoshaphat

What did Jehoshaphat take away, and why ?

‘What is the meaning of ““lifted up” in verse 6 ?
2. Religious Instruction, v. 7-10,

What three classes of persons did Jehoshaphat
send throughout Judah ¢

For what purpose ?

What were the commands and promises to
Joshua concerning the Scriptures ? Josh, 1. 8,

How should we use the Bible? John 5. 89,

What was the effect on the surrounding nas
tions of Jehoshaphat’s piety ¢
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Does true religion inspire respect from the
world ?
What is our GoLpeN TEXT?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we find—
1. An example of fidelity in God’s service ?
2. An example of prosperity in God’s way ?
3. An example of teaching of God's law ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

How long did Asa reign? About forty-one
years.

Who became king of Judah when he died ¢

His son, Jehoshaphat.

Against what kingdom did he strengthen him-
self # Against Israel.

Why was the Lord with Jehoshaphat? Verses
8, 4.

With whom will the Lord be in these days?
With those who walk in his ways.

How may we know the Lord’s ways? We
must study and learn,

What has God given to help us? His

word, his Holy Spirit, and many kind

teachers.

How did the people of Judah show love for
their king? They brought him rich presents,

How did this help him? Itencouraged him
in the ways of the Lord.

Whom did he send out to teach the people ?
His princes.

[0('[. 9,

| What did these princes or judges teach? The

right way to keep the laws of the land,
Who went with them ?  Priests and Levites,
What did they teach? How to keep the law
of the Lord.
What good effect did all this have? Other
nations learned to fear God.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school,)

1. When Jehoshaphat became king what did
hedo? ¢¢ He sought to the Lord God of
[ his father.””

2. What was the result? The Lord was
| with Jehoshaphat.
| 3. In what did Jehoshaphat instruct his jico-
ple? In the book of the law of the Lord,

4. What did the Lord give Jehoshaphaty
Riches and honor in abundance.

5. What is the GoLpex Text? ¢ 1In all thy
ways,” ete.

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

31, What is justification?

Justification is an act of God's free grace wher
in He pardoneth all our sins and accepteth us as
righteous in His sight, only for the sake of Jesus
Christ.

Romans iv. 5. But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
his faith is counted for right-ousness,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The School in Judah,

1. Its FOUNDER,
1. A Prudent King. Strengthened himself.
Yo LS
The prudent are crowned. Prov. 14, 18,
2. A PiousKing. Soughttothe Lord. vs. 3,4,
If thou seek him. 1 Chron, 28, 9.
3. A Prosperous King. Had viches and honor,
vs. 5, 6.
Given thee. .. riches. 1Kings 3. 13.

II. Its INSTRUCTORS,
1. Princes. v. 7.
Will speak....before kings. Psalm 119. 46.
R. Levites, v. 8.
Purify....sons of Levi. Mal. 3. 3,
8. Priests. v. 8,
The priest’s lips,...keep. Mal. 2. 7.

IIL. I1s PrAcE.
All the cities of Judah. v. 9,

Tothe lost sheep. Matt, 10, 5,6,
To the Jew first. Rom, 1. 16,
IV, Its WoRk,
They taught. v. 9.
The meek will he teach. Psalm 25, 9,
Teach all nations, Matt, 28, 19,
V. Its TEXT-BOOK,
The book of the lmw, v, 9,
Search the scriptures, John 5, 30,
Law and the testimony, Isa, 8, 20,
VI. ITs STUDENTS,
’ The people. v. 9.
| Teach them diligently, Deut. 6, 6,7,
All taught of God. John 6. 45,
VIL Irs ResuLr,
1. Fear... fell. v. 10,
Thy way prosperous, Josh, 1,8,
2. Made wo war, v, 10,
Even his enemies. .. .peace. Prov, 16,7,
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EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The kingdom of Judah certainly began its career under favorable auspices. Its first two
kings, Rehoboam and Abijah, though not heroically good, were not conspicuously bad, the influ-
ence of their reigns being on the whole beneficent. Asa, as we have seen, was loyal to Jehovah
and vigorous as a ruler. Jehoshaphat, the fourth king, who ascended the throne B. C. 914, was
the ablest of all Hebrew rulers, with the exception of David and Jeroboam 11. He was thirty-five
years old when he mounted the throne, e reigned for twenty-five years, while Ahab and Aha-
ziuh and Jehoram, one after the other, reigned in Samaria, Jehoshaphat and the prophet Elijah

were contemporaries,

Verse 1. Strengthened himself against
Israels The young king had every reason to
expect attacks from the north, for all his prede-
cessors had been forced fo resist the aggressions
of the kings of Samaria. But Jehoshaphat wasa
statesman as well as a soldier, and we find that
his steel-clad hand was soon extended in friend-
ship to the Israelite king. His first action was,
wisely, to prepare for war ; his second, still more
wiscly, was to establish peace,

2. He placed forces in all the fenced
cities, In Jehoshaphat's age “standing ar-
mies " were in their infancy, and it was the noy-
elty of garrisons in the great fortifications that
led to this special record. Amid present con-
ditions no ruler would think of erecting a forti-
fication without a garrison to occupy it. Set
garrisons in the land of Judah. Ile estab-
lished military posts, and it is not improbable
that the standing army of Judah was the earli-
in the world’s history., The cities of
Ephraim, which Asa his father had takeu,
What these citics were and when they were
taken we do not know, It will be wise for the
teacher to read carefully the rest of this chapter,
aud the next three also, g0 as to get a complete
view of Jehoshaphat’s reign,

The Lord was with Jehoshaphat.
Simply because Jehoshaphat was with the Lord.
The reason given by the chronicler is not ex-
actly plain to us because of a slight question
concerning the text: Because he walked in
the first ways of his father David, Many
commentators believe the * first ways ” to mean
the former ways, and to contrast the relative
purity and holy ideals of the youthful king Da-
vid with the selfishness and sordid characteris-
ties which made him fall into sin in his later
But there are reasons for supposing
that the word * David ” has been put here acci-
dentally. It does not stand in the Vatican text
of the Septuagint, which is the most valuable of
all ancient versions of the Old Testament ; and
if it be omitted, and we read, *‘ he walked in the
first ways of his father,” the reference is to Asa.
Additional probability gathers around this read-
ing when we get to the next verse, and find that

est

years,

‘Hho word ‘“father” there refers to Asa, and
when we read in the parallel passage (1 Kings
| 22. 43), “he walked in all the ways of Asa his
father.”  Asa's early life was conspicuously of a
higher moral tone than were his later years,
Sought not unto Baalim. Which word here
is probably used generically to include all idola-
try. There were many sorts, ranging from the
worship of the true God with the help of images,
| “the sin of Jeroboam,” down to the foulest
orgies that were ever misnamed worship, It
is hard for unspiritual people to worship with-
out the help of their senses. Forms and cere-
monies cannot be done without till one has gone
far in faith, and to the very end of our earthly
life they are to a degree needed ; but the ten-
| dency of unspiritual people is always to elevate
| the form above the spirit. Baalim is a plural
| word—DBaals ;3 while there was but one Baal, he
lhml in the ancient mind many personifications,
Ihe worship of the Phenician god Baal was
greatly strengthened in Israel during Jehosha-
phat’s reign in Judah by the aggressive conduct
| of Queen Jezebel, who had come from Phenicia.
4. Sought to the Lord God of his father.
This, coming after verse 3, seems to carry the
||m~un1u;:ﬂml he not only imitated his father’s
policy, but that he shared his father’s deepest re-
ligious convictions and experiences. Walked
in his commandments, The commandments
{of God. Not after the doings of Israel.
Even when Israel was faithful to Jehovah and
‘ worshiped the God of its fathers it did so irregu-
'larly, from the point of view of this chronicler,
| The Israelites en masse did not periodically gather
to Jerusalem to participate in the great na-
| tional feasts. Their interests were diverted to
Bethel and Dan. But they were not merely lax
and heretical in form, and probably in belief
also ; they had in many cases adopted the abom-
' inations of the religion of Baal.

5. The Lord established the kingdom in
his hand. Whatever a nation enjoys of
strength and stability it receives from the Lord,
whose scepter sways above all human counsels,
All Judah brought to Jehoshaphat prese
ents. He was honored by the loyalty, service,
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|
and affections of his subjects. People are apt | 8. Levites. It was a great Bible school, un

to respect rulers who try to do right. In politics ' assembly held all through the kingdom to indoc-
there can be no true abiding success without up- | trinate the masses in Scripture truth. We qo
rightness, not wonder that under such training the lang
6. His heart was lifted np in the ways | rose to a position scarcely inferior to the golden
of the Lord. There is an uplifting of the | age of S8olomon,
heart in proud self-consciousness (see 2 Chron. | 9. They + « « had the book of the law of
26. 16) which ends with ruin, and there is an up- | the Lord with them. Theirs was a teaching
lifting of the heart in the ways of the Lord ! rather than a preaching service; nearer to the
which brings divine favor, High places and : Sunday school, we may imagine, than to the pui.-
groves. It was not enongh for him to himself | lic worship, Evidently the book of the law of
walk in the ways of the Lord. It was his duty |'the Lord was exceedingly scarce. It was ip-
to abolish the popular idolatrous worship. Asa | trusted to them first of all for their own instrie-
had done this before, but he had not done it | tion, and, second, as a guarantee of their hLish
quite so thoroughly, and the Jews had secretly ; mission, Those who instruct in God's I
made new idols in the latter part of his reign. | should have it in their hands as well in theie
7. In the third year of his reign. It prob-  heads ; for themselves, that their teachings niay
ably took two years to so organize his kingdom | flow from God’s pure fountain and not from the
asto make possible this holy work of reforma- | broken cisterns of human thought; for their
tion. Early in his reign he thus realized that ‘hn-urvrs, who will feel the power of the dircct
false religions could not be extirpated unless the | reference far more than the mere quotation,
people were thoroughly instructed in the truth. | Throughout all the cit Not merely the

596 [Oect. 9,
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One generation thoroughly taught in the Bible,
at home and in the Sabbath school, will give the
world to Christ. Sent to hisprinces. Hesent
out the nobles in the realm to teach his people,

I leading cities ; the more remote, the greater tle
need. ' Let us seek out the people without wuit-
ing to be sought by the peeple.

10. The fear of the Lord fell upon all the

Note the influence of high social position in ex- kingdoms that were round about. The sur-

tending reform in religion. Three classes of rounding nations respected the frontier of Jo-
men were employed in this remarkable itinerant

hoshaphat and dreaded the wrath of his mystcri-
ous deity, The world can see and will honor
those who are in earnest in God's service.

ministry : 1. The princes ; 2, The Levites ; 3. The
priests.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

The high example of Asa was not lost upon his | pation of any wicked plan of Ahab aguinst
son Jehoshaphat, who followed him as king of | Judah,
Judah. e was thirty-five years old when he| 2. Garrisons. Though inclined to a policy
ascended the throne, and reigned with honor for [ of non-resistance, the king was ready to meet
twenty-five years, and the Lord was with him, [ any enemy who might come against him. The
“because he walked in the first ways of his | army of Asa was large, numbering 580,000 nicn,
father David, and sought not unto Baalim,” ! but that of Jehoshaphat became larger, and
The administration of Jehoshaphat was vigor- [ while David had contented himself with 255,000
ous; he strengthened the nation’s defenses, in- ‘ men, from all Israel, and Abijah had led forth
augurated a system of religious instruction, and | 400,000, and Asa 580,000, there waited on Jehosh-
reorganized the judiciary. He was a great and | aphat, in addition to his numerous garrisons,
good king, and Judah prospered under his right- | 1,160,000 men,  Of these 780,000 were men of Ju-

eous rule,

Verse 1, Strengthened himself against Ise
rael. Toward the close of Asa’s reign there was a
tendency toward instability, and the evil influence
of Israel was being felt. Ahab, the wicked, was
king of Israel, and by the time Jehoshaphat
came to the throne of Judah had reigned three
years. Knowing the insidiousness of idolatry,
Jehoshaphat determined to forestall the schemes
of his adversaries by counteracting the idolatry
of Israel with the purer' worship of Judah and
by strengthening the nation’s defenses in antici-

J dah in three divisions, and 880,000 were Benj
ites in two divisions.” It is suggested that this
standing army of Judah is one of the first of the
kind in the history of the world.

3. The first ways, The ways that received
the full approval of God ; before he fell into sin
and dishonored God and his kingly state. His
father David. There is opportunity for con-
troversy here as to whether the word * David”
should be retained. David was the great-great-
great-grandfather of Jehoshaphat, but it is not
unusual to use the word ** father ” in this con-
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nection, The Septuagint omits * David,” which
causes the reference to lodge against Asa, In
either case the sense is clear that the king had
walked in a manner to receive the favor of God,
avoiding the pitfalls that wrought the disgrace of
his ancestor.

4. The doings of Israel. Isracl had gone
from bad to worse under the uninterrupted sue-
ession of wicked rulers, Jeroboam, the first
king, wrought evil throughout the twenty-two
years of his reign and introduced idolatry, and
the next five king*—Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri,
and Omri—during the thirty-six years of their
administration, were no better; and then came
Alab and his idolatrous queen Jezebel, Isra-
el was a danger flag to Judah, and Asa and
Jehoshaphat had sense and courage enough to
heed it.

5. Therefore. The establishment of the king-
dom was not the king’s work alone. The Lord
did it through him, because of his fidelity and
that of the people. The rewards of virtue come
speedily, and are richer than we generally ex.
pect.  The “riches and honor in abundance
which “all Judah  brought to the king were the
evidences of the popular appreciation and recog-
nition of high-mindedness and of sturdy and up-
right character, The true man is esteemed by all
who know his life, while a man of low ideals and
mean conduct is universally and instinctively
condemned. Men of clean hands and pure hearts
are never discounted by those who are able to
estimate these qualities at their real worth,

7. To teach in the cities. One of the bane-
ful effects of idolatry was the ignorance and
superstition that enthralled the people, Possibly
some of them did not know they were commit-
ting sin in following strange gods. But now
Judah was to enter upon an era of great intelli-
gence, and the debauching ignorance of Baal
was to be supplanted by the ennobling knowl-
edge of Jehovah, Here we have a contrast be-
tween sin and holiness. One leads to darkness
and death, and the other to light and life,

8. Levites . . « priests, The teaching office
was part of the duty of the priests and Levites,
but they had probably rarely performed these
functions for many years previous to Jehosha-
phat, due, possibly, tothe perverseness of the peo-
pleand their consequent disinclination to receive
instruction,

10. The fear of the Lord. This illustrates
the contagiousness of a good example, and the
instinctive honor that the world pays to a man
who is true to the highest convictions of duty,
Jehoshaphat's neighbors may have been over-
awed by his standing army, but his attitude as a
God-fearing king also had its nfluence upon

them. They made no war. God can disarm
an enemy, and turn his fury to praise. So he
can cause his angels to encamp around about
them that fear him, and protect them from evil
of every description. But this is the reward of
constant fidelity to God.

Thoughts for Young People.
Duty and Success.

Lo T the truly successful man of affairs two ele-
ments must unite—capacity and character, Without
either, the stars in their courses fight against a
man. In exceptional cases one of these elements
will carry an aspirant far, but sooner or later the
inevitable failure comes. True success cannot be
attained without both.

24 Men must have examples, but need wisdom to
choose them vightly and not follow them blindly.
There is only one perfect example; and in Jehosh-
aphat’s day there was none, Every great and
good man should be imitated as Paul wished his
disciples to imitate him—* Follow me as I follow
Christ,”

3. Sometimes, but not always, JSaithfulness in
God’s service finds reward in worldly honor and
prosperity.  But these are not really needed by the
man who holds the highest ideals,

4+ Even the noblest are not too noble to be teachers
of God's truth,

8+ Even those who do not follow God often fear him,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.,

The Talmud furnishes many evidences of the
great power of education in solidifying the peo-
ple of God. The Talmud says, * Jerusalem was
besieged by the Romans, and the once powerful
Hebrew nation was crushed to death by the le-
gions of the pagans.” While Vespasian besieged
the city a humble rabbi knelt before him be-
seeching mercy. ‘““What shall I grant you?"
asked the conqueror, “Grant me the school of
Jabne and its schoolmasters,” was all that was
asked. Jerusalem was turned into a slaughter-
house and her buildings into a pile of débris,
But fifty-five years afterward twenty-five thou-
sand pupils of the rabbi restored the national
pride to its old glory, “ Now,” asks the Talmud,
““who performed this miracle?” The little
schoolmaster from Jabne. * The educator blew
into the dead, dry bones of Judah the breath of
life, and they were raised to activity.” The poliey
of national ed was well apprehended by
Jehoshaphat, and his school r made a unit
of the nation. .

Verses 7-10. From verses 7 to 10 we have a
vivid description of the revival of zeal for educa-
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tion of the people. Through the four hundred
years from the building of the temple to its de-
struction it was better developed than it was
under the patriarchal system. The school of the
prophets was never stationary. It was always on
the move from place to place, as this was the
only way of distributing knowledge among all
classes, The educational department under
King David, which reorganized the caste of the
priests and the Levites, included a school of
music under the direction of Heiman with two
hundred and eighty-eight teachers of music.
Now Jehoshaphat reinstates the system of peri-
patetic instruction, a sort of ancient “ Univer- |
sity Extension,” composed of three classes of |
professors or instructors, or three separate col-
legiate departments : 1. From among the princes
were sent itinerant princes to furnish oral instruc-
tion in civil law and in the constitution of the
kingdom of God, which was so utterly unlike |
and violently antagonistic to all the other ideals
of kingdoms, being exclusive, iconoclastic, and
centralized in one great government dominated |
by the ethical element. 2. A separate college |
had a corps of itinerant educators selected from
the Levites, who gave the people instruction in
the ceremonies to be observed in the temple
service. 3, The third class was a sort of theo- |
logical school in which the priests were the pro-
fessors, and by the same sort of circuit-school
system taught the people the nature and design
of the worship of Jehovah. This itinerant
school system existed for some eighty years and
had the effect to unify the people, to solidify so- |
ciety, and to preserve the whole country from |
revolts, so that the entire kingdom of Judah was
compacted as a nation and perpetuated itself for
a much longer time than had happened to Israel, |
The effeet of this consolidation of the national |
spirit and thought was to impress the nations |
around them so that the kings of those lands did |
not make war against Jehoshaphat, but sought
alliance and peaceful cooperation with him, The
Philistines, according to their usage as a great
commercial people, brought silver such as they
were wont to use in their mercantile transactions,
while the Arabians who were accustomed to
transact their business by an exchange of com-
modities, purchased peace by bringing tribute
from their folds and flocks, cattle and he-goats,
It is of interest to note the present movement
among Hebrews in the United States to effect a
revival of education. They, too, have ** the book
of the law of the Lord with them " and are going
‘“through all the cities to teach the people.
Think of a Jews’ Chautauqua Assembly, such as
was held in July, 1807, with its recommendation
that “periodical meetings be held between the

teachers and parents of the children under their
charge,” and that teachers’ institutes be formd|
The Religious 8chool Union of New York
has for this present year its course of instruction
of six conferences on the prophetic wisdom und
poetie literature of the Bible, ten conferences on
the institutes of Judaism, and model lessons on
teaching Hebrew, and on child-study.  The sqme
revival is observed in Baltimore for the s

atie study of Jewish ethics, history, and o
branches covering two years, Others in |
delphia and elsewhere are taking on all m¢
methods of pedagogy, but the underlying idea s
the revival of study in IHebrew law, ceremony,
and ethics, and religion just as it was in the days
of Jehoshaphat ; and if the teachers are not qguite
80 peripatetic as in the days of Samuel and his
successors, they are traveling about to tew )
institutes and Ilebrew Chautanquas secking to
establish a combined system which shall hecome
national on the plan of the Hebrew Sabbath
School Union of New York, now ten years old,
which meets  biennially, with delegates from
seventy schools,

By Way of Illustration.

King Jehoshaphat's difenses, 'We are learning
in these days of warfare how necessary it is to
be defended from attack, The Christian, in Eph,
6. 11-18, is charged to put on the whole armor of
God. We find that all the armor there men-
tioned is defensive, except the sword of the
Spirit, which is for attack.

We find in verse 4 of our lesson that Jehosha-
phat, having done all that he could, sought the
Lord God of his father, and the Lord established
his kingdom, Many generals have found, as did
Washington, that when he had done all that he
could to strengthen his forces he must still de.
pend upon Almighty God, who alone could
the victory.

Verses 7, 8. Did you ever go into a tc
building made famous by some great historical
event or by some great man, and find it carved
with the names of people who were determined
to be known by attaching themselves to some
selebrated person or place ?  But who knows or
cares for those names ? Better is it to have our
names made immortal, as in this lesson, by be-
ing known as a teacher of God's word. [ like
to think that God remembers Sunday school
teachers and considers their work as done for
eternity.

A hallelujah victory. We learn in 2 Chron,
20 that Jehoshaphat was attacked by a great
army coming from beyond the Jordan, Jehosh-
aphat went out to meet them with his army.
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His men spread themselves abroad in companies '
and shouted, *‘ Praise the Lord; for his mercy
endureth forever.” The enemy was at once
thrown into disorder and began to slay one an- |
other till the field was covered with the slain.
The early history of England records an incident
very much like this, In the year 448, in the
northern part of Wales, the Christian Britons |
were attacked by the heathen Picts and Scots,
One of the generals was a missionary named
Germanus. He chose a place surrounded by
hills near the village, where he placed his men in
ambush, with instructions that at a signal they
should all shout, “Hallelujah!” three times '
with all their might, which was done ac-
cordingly. The pagans were surprised with the

regard for their prosperous neighbor, and sent
all sorts of valuable presents to this public-spir-
ited young king. But one day he made a grave
mistake. He went to visit Ahab, king of Israel.
He must have known Ahab’s reputation of doing

| evil *“in the sight of the Lord above all that were

before him,” and yet he * joined affinity ” with
him. “ Evil communications corrupt good man-
ners.”  Of course Jehoshaphat got into trouble,
Ahab led him into a wild scheme of war with the
king of Syria, in which he was defeated, but be-
cause he was really atrue servant of God, though
making a mistake, he was mercifully taken care of
and came out without personal harm. He went
home, doubtless, a sadder and a wiser man, and
one of his prophets met him with this question,

: |
suddenness and loudness of such a sound, which ‘

was multiplied by the echo. They were filled | selves, ““ Bhouldst thou help the ungodly, and love
with terror, and without striking a blow ran | them that hate the Lord #” Ought a Christian
away in confusion, The rush toward the river | to have affinity with those who care nothing
was 80 great that many were drowned. * Halle- | for the Lord Jesus or the interests of his king-
lujuh 1" is a good grace to be said before as after | dom? It seems as if Jehoshaphat learned a les-
a battle, | son from this experience. Ie was afterward
| very earnest in urging the people to fear the
| Lord faithfully, and with a perfect heart: and
| when a great multitude came up to fight against
While it is true that no human life at its best is | him he “set himself to seek the Lord,” and
free from grief and pain, it is also true that good- ‘ called all the people together to ask help of the
ays even from a low point of view. *God- | Lord. And after earnest prayer he was so sure
liness is profitable unto all things, having the | God would help that he put singers in front of
promise of the life that now is and of that which | the army to give thanks for victory before the
isto come.” The broad sweep of human history ‘ battle had even begun, Only people who live
as we read it in all nations and all ages, and in | near to God do that way. They * see the triumph
our own brief lifetime, proves clearly that those | from afar,” and they come as Jehoshaphat came
who obey God do have a hundredfold more in | into the valley of blessing, rejoicing in the Lord.
this present life. I have often heard this testi- This is a great war story. It shows what
mony from missionaries who have obediently fol- | prayer can do in guiding a campaign. We can
lowed the Lord Jesus in ways of self-denial. The | serve our country through prayer while our
good things of this world have come into their | brothers meet the foe at the front,
hands—comforts, friends, pleasant surroundings,
more than they could have expected in the
natural course of events if they had chosen their
own way in the beginning, The true, upright, | I. Name the kings of Judah thus far, and state
honest men are in the long run the successful | the general character of each one, 11. Show what
men. What a pity we cannot all believe it until, | in this lesson showed Jehoshaphat's ability and
too late, we find it out for ourselves, This story of | foresight as a ruler. 1II. What showed his reli-
Jehoshaphat is a fine study for a young man—or gious character. IV. What evidences were given
ayoung woman either, for the principles are the | of his success and prosperity. V. What school
same under all circumstances, Ile chose the | he established—its teachers; its text-book; its
counsel of the Lord and proved the truth of the | object s itsstudents, VI, What duties are set be-
Golden Text. He was public-spirited, caring for | fore us in this lesson. This lesson admits of
the best interests of the people. Building cities | varied treatment : 1. It may be taught from the
and palaces for his own glorification was not subject of “The Elements of National Prosper-
the chief use he made of the wealth and influence ity,” especially a good plan for an advanced
at his command., He was interested in popular | class, with application to our own country. 2,
education, and sent teachers to all the cities of | For young scholars take the acts and character
Judah, Naturally this large-heartedness reacted | of Jehoshaphat—his energy, religion, thorough-
upon himself, The kingdoms around had a high | ness in God’s service, efforts to do good, ete,

which is a pertinent one for us to consider our-

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

The Teachers’ Meeting.
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I

Before the Class.

Introduction. Jehoshaphat succeeded his fa- |
ther, Asa, as king of Judah and reigned for |
twenty-five years. He followed in his father's |
footsteps, for he ** sought to the Lord God of his
father, and walked in his commandments,” |
During the two reigns of Jehoshaphat and Asa |
the kingdom of Judah was very prosperous, es-
pecially so in the reign of Jehoshaphat. The
Bible record distinctly attributes this prosperity |
to the blessing of God upon the king and the
nation, In the reign of Jehoshaphat's son, Je-
horam, Judah departs from the way of the Lord,
and disaster overtakes her. The lesson for to-
day gives us the secret of Judah’s remarkable
prosperity.

Development of the text. Place upon the board
the subject, * The Way of Progress,” and the
four following divisions of the text : 1. Strength-
ening defenses ; 2, Seeking the Lord ; 3. Sacrifi-
cing idols ; 4. Studying the law.

1. Strengthening defenses.  Jehoshaphat planned
to extend the good work his father had £o well be-
gun, One of his first acts was to strengthen the va-
rious defenses of the kingdom and to place gar- ,
risons or military posts throughout the land. !
Thus he made sure of holding what had been al-
ready gained, and could with greater confidence
enter upon an advance, Dr., Trumbull says,
“If a man wants to make progress, he must first
see to it that he is able to hold what he already |
has.” 8o in our Christian experience let us |
strengthen our defenses against the powers of
evil by a fuller and firmer faith in God, by a
careful sifting of truth from error, and a fast |
holding to that which we believe to be true, We |
should have a reason for the faith that is within
us. This is one element of progress,

2. Seeking the Lord. The king diligently sought |
the Lord God of his father and walked in his
commandments. Note as the results of this
seeking that (a) The king had a consciousness
of the presence of the Lord with him; (b) The
Lord established his kingdom; (¢) The Lord
gave him riches and honor; (d) The king was
greatly encouraged and strengthened and was |
“lifted up” into a closer communion with his
God. All these blessings will be given to-day to
the believer who diligently seeks the Lord his
God. God will give us the consciousness of his
abiding presence, will establish our work, will
grant us riches and honor (not necessarily mate-
rial), and will lift us up into a higher life. This
seeking the Lord is another element of progress.

3. Sacrificing idols, Jehoshaphat finished the
work of destroying idolatry in his kingdom
which Asa nad so well begun. Asa had accom-

plished either only a partial destruction of te
altars and images or else the people had nguin
set up the worship of idols in the latter part of
his reign. Whichever it was, idols existed ayq
were worshiped, and the king’s purpose waus 1,
destroy utterly the Baal worship in the lung,
This was the only way for Judah to be prosjr-
ous and progressive. 8o inourlives, if we would
make rapid progress toward the realization of
our ideals, every idol must be destroyed, ungd
God only, the one God, worshiped. This «ycpi-
ficing of idols is another element of progress,

4. Studying the law. One of the most important
acts of the king was his sending of princes, Le-
vites, and priests to teach the people the word of
God. Bure progress and true prosperity follow
in the train of careful Bible study, Dr. Trun.
bull, in Yale Lectures on the Sunday School, suys,
‘“The results of any great reformation have been
made permanent only through a process of inter-
locutory or catechetical teaching» [of the Bible),
If we would make sure progress along the way
of life, we must faithfully study the guidehook
and follow its directions, This last is one of the
most important elements of progress,

Speeifie application.  We should seek to follow
Jehoshaphat's example, and by strengthening
our defenses, secking the Lord, sacrificing all
idols, and faithfully studying God’s word, make
progress in our Christian life, and be made happy
with the blessing of true prosperity.

Blackboard.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Thy word almighty Lord.

Take my life.

Watchman, blow the gospel trumpet.
The morning light is breaking.

Tell it out among the nations,
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My body, soul, and spirit.
Sow, ere the evening falls,
All for Jesus!

Lift up the Gospel banner,
Lord, if at thy command.

Library References,
JEHOSHAPHAT.—Geikie, Old Testament Charac-
ters, page 284, Robinson, Seripture Charac
vol. ii, page 183, Candlish, Seripture Characters,

LESSON III.

THE TEMPLE REPAIRED.

page 101, Rawlinson, Kings of Israel and Judah,
page 8. Morris, Sacred Biography, vol. i, page
464, Smith, Hebrew People, page 310, Stanley,
Jewish Church, vol. ii, pages 427, 433, Kittel,
History of the Hebrews (index;. Ewald, History of
Israel (index). Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol.
iv(index). Hengstenberg, Kingdom of God in the
Old Testament, vol, ii, pages 193-217,

IMAN'S HANDBOOK :

Ver. 3, Baalim, 222

Ver. 2, Fenced cities,
Ver. 6, High places,

[Oct. 16,

GOLDEN TEXT. And the men did the work faithfully. 2 Chron. 34.12.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Read 2 Kings 11 and 12.]
2 Chron. 24. 4-13.  [Comumit to memory verses
9-11.]

4 And it came to pass after this, that Jo'ash
was minded to repair the house of the Lok,

5 And he gathered together the priests and the
Le'vites, and said to them, Go out unto the
cities of Ju’dah, and gather of all Is'ra-el money
to repair the house of your God from year to
year, and see that ye hasten the matter, How-
beit the Le'vites hastened it not.

6 And the king called for Je-hoi'a-da the chief,
and said unto him, Why hast thou not required
of the Le'vites to bring in out of Ju'dah and out
of Je-ru'sa-lem the collection, according to the
conmandment of Mo'ses the servant of the Lo, |
and of the congregation of Is'ra-¢l, for the tab-
ernacle of witness ?

7 For the sons of Ath-a-li'ah, that wicked wom-
an, had broken up the house of God; and also
all the dedicated things of the house of the Lorn
did they bestow upon Ba'al-im.

8 And at the king’s commandment they made
a chest, and set it without at the gate of the
house of the Lorp,

9 And they made a proclamation through Ju'-
dah and Je-ru'sa-lem, to bring in to the Lorn
the collection that Mo'ses the servant of God laid
upon Is'ra-el in the wilderness,

10 And all the princes and all the people re-
Joieed, and brought in, and cast into the chest,
until they had made an end. ‘

11 Now it came to pass, that at what time the
chost was brought unto the king’s office by the
hand of the Le'vites, and when they saw that
there was much money, the king's seribe and the
high priest’s officer came and emptied the chest,
and took it, and carried it to his place again,
Thus they did day by day, and gathered money
in abundance, )

12 And the king and Je-hoi'a-da gave it to |
such as did the work of the service of the house
of the Lorp, and hired masons and carpentors |

Revisep Version,

4 And it came to pass after this, that Jo'ash
was minded to restore the house of the Lorp,
5 And he gathered together the priests and the
Le'vites, and said to them, Go out unto the
cities of Ju'dah, and gather of all Is'ra-el
money to repair the house of your God from
year to year, and see that ye hasten the mat-
ter. Howbeit the Le'vites hastened it not,
And the king called for Je-hoi'a-da the chief,
and said unto him, Why hast thou not re-
quired of the Le'vites to bring in out of Ju'~
dah and out of Je-ru'sa-lem the tax of Mo'ses
the servant of the Lorn, and of the congrega-
tion of Is'ra-el, for the tent of the testimon
7 For the sons of Ath-a-li'ah, that wicked
woman, had broken up the house of God;
and also all the dedicated things of the house
of the Lorp did they bestow upon Ba'al-im,
So the king commanded, and they made a
chest, and set it without at the gate of the
house of the Lokp. And they made a procla-
mation through Ju'dah and Je-ru'sa-lem, to
bring in for the Lorp the tax that Mo'ses the
servant of God laid upon Is'ra-el in the wil-
derness, And all the princes and all the
people rejoiced, and brought in, and cast
into the chest, until they had made an end.
And it was so, that at what time the chest
was brought unto the king’s office by the
hand of the Le'vites, and when they saw that
there was much money, the king’s scribe and
the chief priest’s officer came and emptied the
chest, and took it, and carried it to its place
again, Thus they did day by day, and gath-
2 ered money in abundance, And the king
and Je-hoi'a-da gave it to such as did the
work of the service of the house of the Lorp ;
and they hired masons and carpenters to
restore the house of the Lorp, and also such

11
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to repair the house of the Lorp, and also such I
as wrought iron and brass to mend the house of
the Lorp,

13 8o the workmen wrought, and the work
was perfected by them, and they set the house of |
God 1n his state, and strengthened it.

Tin 878-856 B. C. Place.—Solomon’s
temple, Jerusalem. Persons.—Joash, or Jeho-
ash, the eighth king of Judah ; Jehoiada, the chief
priest, the uncle of Joash. Other Rulers.—
Jehu, king of Israel, had with much bloodshed
destroyed the family of King Ahab and the wor-
ship of Baal; Hazael, king at Damascus ; Shal-
maneser 11, king of Assyria.

Home Readings.
M. The Temple Repaired. 2 Chron, :
Tn. Another record. 2 Kings 12, 1-1
W. Repaired by Josiah, 2 Chron. 34, 1-12,
Th, The ransom money, Exod. 30, 11-16,
XN g gifts. 1 Chron. 29. 6-1
8. A widow’s offering.  Mark 12, 38-44,
8. Love for God’s house, Psalm 84,

Lesson Hymns.
No. 143, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, for a faith that will not shrink,
Though pressed by every foe!

No. 165, New Canadian Hymnal.
Work, for the nightis coming,
Work through the morning hours.

No. 168, New Canadian Hymnal.
There is work to do for Jesus,
Yes, a glorious work to do.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Parpose of the King, v. 4-8,

Who was the king of Judah at this time ?

At what age was he crowned ?

How long after does this lesson date ?

What good purpose did the king cherish ?

Whom did he summon to his aid ?

What command did he give ¢

Why was the plan unsuccessful ?

How long was the work thus delayed? See

Kings 12. 6,

Who was called to account for the failure ?

What is meant by ‘‘the tabernacle of wit-
ness?"

Who had injured the temple, and how ?

What ““dedicated things” had been given to |
Baal ? [

What new plan was devised to secure money ?

as wrought iron and brass to repair the house
13 of the Lorp. 8o the werkmen wrought, and
the work was perfected by them, and they set
up the house of God in its state, and strengi)-
ened it,
In what spirit did the people give ?
What kind of giving does God
2Cor. 9. 7.
Who took charge of the gifts ?
What was the result of the collection ¢
3. The Repairs of the Temple, v, 12, 13
Under whose direction were the repairs made ¥
To whom was the money paid ?
For what work ?
What was the result of the labor ?
What is meant by *“in his state "

love? Seo

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Ionor God’s house,
house,

It is notas any other
It is the holy place. There God dwells,
It should be a house of prayer. ** Ye shall rey-
erenge my sanctuary ” is God’s word,

2. Give to God’s cause, From him we receive
our all; shall he not have of his own ?

4. Work in God’s service, It is an honorable
service ; reward is sure and glorious,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Purpose of the King, v. 4-8,
What pious purpose had King Joash ¢
Whom did he call to be helpers ?
What did he command them to do ?
How well did the Levites obey ?
Whom did the king call to account for the
delay ?
What had Jehoiada done for Joash ?
What did he say to Jehoiada ?
Who had laid waste the house of the Lord ?
What had become of the sacred things ¢
How were ““‘the sons of Athaliah” related to
Joash ?
What did the king order, and where wus it
placed ?
2. The Gifts of the People, v, 9-11,
What proclamation was made to Judah ¢
How was this order received ?
ITow did the people show their joy ?
What officers took charge of the money ¢
What shows that the people gave liberally ?

3. The Repairs of the Temple, v. 12, 13,

To what workers was the money paid out ?

2. The Gifts of the People, v. 9-11,

What proclamation was issued ¢

What collection is referred to? See Exod. 80,
12-15.

why ?

How ought any good work to be done, and
Eccles. 9. 10,

What is our GoLDEN TEXT?

What good end was accomplished ?
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Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. Love for God's house ?
2. Zeal for God’s cause ?
3. Joy in God’s service ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Whom do we learn about to-day ? Joash, the |

boy=king of Judah,

Whose son was he? The son of Ahaziah.

Who was his grandmother? Athaliah,

What kind of a woman was she? A selfish,
cruel woman.

What had she taught the people of Judah to
do? To worship idols.

After her son, Jehoram, was killed by Jehu
what did she do to become queen ? Killed her
little grandsons.

Which one was hid away and saved?
little Joash.

How old was he when he was made king?
Seven j;ears old.

Who taught him and told him what to do?
priest named Jehoiada.

What did they begin to gather money for ?

Why was it broken up? Verse 7.

Whose daughter was this wicked Athaliah?
The daughter of Ahab,

What did King Joash have made ?
chest with a hole in the lid.

Where did he order that it should stand ?

How did the people bring their offerings?
With great rejoicing.

What kind of givers does the Lord love ?

The

A

A great

THE

LESSON

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)
1. Who determined to repair the house of
the Lord? The young king Joash.
2. What good friend helped Joash? Jehoi-
ada, the high priest.
3. How had the temple fallen into such a state

of ruin? Wicked princes had abused it
and stolen from it,

4+ What did Joash ek for in addition to taxa-
tion? Voluntary contributions,

5. Did he get them? The people rejoiced,
and gave money in abundance.

6. How did the masons and carpenters act ?
GoLpeN TexT: ¢“And the men,?’ ete,

NEW CHURCH OATECHISM,
32, What is adoption?

Adoption is an act of God's free grace whereby
He bestows on believers the name and privileges of
the sons of God,

Galatians iv, 4, 5, But when the fulness of the
time was come, God sent forth his son, made of a
| woman, made under the law, to redeem them that
| were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons,

1John iii. 1. Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God; therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

Romans viii. 17, And if children, then heirs;

| heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ ; if 2o be

that we suffer with him, that we may be also
| glorified together,

OUTLINE.

How to Raise Money for the Church.

I. A Wortny PURPOSE,
1. Joash was minded,
Heart de W
2. To repair the house,

v. 4

Prov. 16, 9,
v.4,
Let us go into the house,

seth

Psalm 122, 1,

II. AN ENERGETIC LEADER,
1. Goout....and gather. V.5,
Exhort the brethren, 2 Cor. 9. 5.
2. Hasten the matter, v. 5.
With thy might. Eccles. 9. 10.
3. Called for Jehoiada, v. 6.

Provoke. .. .to good works. Heb. 10, 24,

IIL. A Porurar METHOD,
1. They made a chest. v, 8.
Provide yourself bags. Luke 12, 33,

2, At the gate of the house, V.8,
On the first day, 1 Cor. 16,

8. Made a proclumation, v. 9,
Abound in thisgrace, 2 Cor.8, 7.

IV. A LIBERAL OFFERING,

1. AU the princes and. . ..people, v, 10,
Give ashe is able. Deut, 16, 17,

2. Rejoiced and brought in. v. 10,
With perfect heart, 1Chron. 20, €,

3. Money in abundance,
Riches of... .liberality

9

1. Chest was brought,
All the tithes,

2. Day by day, v. 11,
Take up his cross daily.

Luke 9, 28,
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EXPLANATORY AND

PRACTICAL NOTES.

The alliance between the kings of Judah and Israel soon brought forth disastrous reliy
results. The reforms of Jehoshaphat were undone by his son and successor, Jehoram, whose v

was the daughter of the wicked king of Israel.

Led by her, he rebuilt the idol altars and led .

people back tosin, The next king, Ahaziah, walked in the same evil ways. When he suddey |y
died his mother, the widow of King Jehoram, seized the throne and tyrannized the land for «iy
years. She was a corrupt and cruel queen, At length a revolution was effected by the good pricst
Jehoiada, whose wife had preserved the life of Joash, the direct successor to the throne, Athaliah
was put to death near the temple which she had polluted, and her grandson, Joash, only seven yops
old, mounted the throne of David. R0 long as Jehoiada stood by his side Joash's rule was | 1st
and wis» ; the most noteworthy event of his reign was the repair and ornamentation of the long-

neglected house of the Lord.

Verse 4, After this, Probably after the young
king's marriage. Joash, The great-grandson
of Jehoshaphat. His reign began B. C. 878, and
lasted forty years. No other king of Judah as-
cended the throne at so early an age. Minded.
The mind determines the deed. The minds of
boys and girls, from which all their acts come,
should cherish noble purposes. Observe that
when this king ‘‘was minded” to do a noble
deed he did not stop there. He actually did it.
Our being “minded " to do a thing often goes no
further. T'o repair. Not only must evil insti-
tutions be destroyed: good ones should be es-
tablished. The house of the Lord, If one
really loves the Lord, he will havea tender re-
gard for the Lord’s house, God’s cause is left
in human hands, for GGod honors men by making
them workers with himself. The importance
of the house of the Lord, the temple of Jernsa-

lem, as a religious and political center, cannot
be overestimated. It was the depository of the
sacred and political documents of the nation,
and was a sort of museum of historical curiosi-
ties and of the arms of heroes. But more than
all else it stood as a monument of strength, rep- |
resenting the visible kingdom of God, although
kings and people at times went astray. As Dr,
8. L. Beiler has said: ‘ Politically it was the
central magnet that held together, and the dyna-

mo that ever rekindled fires of patriotism. Re-

ligiously, even amid idolatrous shrines, it was a !
stimulus to the worship of Jehovah. When J
closed it was a sermon in stone, and its restora- |
tion was connected with every religious refornia- |
tion. Morally it was in Judah what «'()nst'icnt'c"
is in every human breast—a reminder of God

hereditary officers of the temple and its wors! ip
might be expected to feel a deep interest in the
work. All Israel. Everybody everywlore
who could be:induced to contribute. Money,
This money came from three sources: 1, Tie
ordained assessment of half a shekel, alont
thirty cents, on each adult citizen for the oy
pense of the public worship (Exod. 80, 12). 2,
Money received from those who had hound
themselves by vows ; and in that age the solenn
religious vow was a frequent act. 8. Voluniiry
gifts. It is noticeable that in that day, as in his
freewill offerings raised most money. T)
people had not paid the Mosaie tax, but the free
collection paid for all the repairs and left a <ur.
plus. See that ye hasten the matter, |[f
the restoration of the temple were to have its
proper moral and religious effect, it must he
promptly done. The Levites hastened it
not. Mere formal ritual services have no power
to impart earnestness, and tend to death rather
than to life.

6. The king called for Jehoiada., It is
noble sight this, of the youthful king deciding
to be a leader in gooa rather than a follower in
evil. He who begins by mastering lessons and
temptations prepares to rule well in life. But,
after all, the king had to look after his pluns
himself, The Levites to whom he first left it
seem to have put the money into their own
pockets (2 Kings 12. 7) ; at all events, their work
was not effective ; but when the king made his
own arrangements he succeeded. Do not leave
your duties to be done by deputy. Jehoiada.
A grand old character—the king's uncle, Ile
had, as the narrative in chapter 23 implics

and the law.” The temple had much to do with | carried on Jehovah's services all through the

Judah’s not falling into corruption as rapidly as
did Israel, and hence the smaller kingdom was
not taken into exile till more than a century
after Samaria. The restoration and pn-m-rvu-l
tion of the temple was evidently one purpose of
Judah’s return from captivity.

5. The priests and the Levites. These

dark days of idolatry. He had preserved the
temple from the very worst desecration. Ile
and his wife together had preserved the little
Joash also, and had planned the revolution that

put him on the throne, And Joash’s noble be-

havior for the first quarter of a century of his

reign seems to have been largely due to his
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heeding the good counsels of old Jehoiada, It
is an unspeakably mournful consideration that
the goodness of Joash went away like the morn-
ing dew, and that after Jehoiada’s death he slew
the good priest’s son on the very spot where
his own coronation had taken place. Collecs
tion. The assessment.  As we have seen, the re-
quirements of the law had been neglected, The
tabernacle of witness. Which in Moses's
time stood, as the temple stood at this time, for
the central worship of God.

7. Sons.  Probably Jehoram’s elder sons.
Athaliahe  Daughter of Ahab and Jezebel
and wife of Jehoram. Her history is one of the
most dramatic recorded in the Bible. Broken
up. Plundered. Besides the willful damage
thus done, the walls had been cracking with age.
Baalime A general term for idols, but espe-
cially the Phenician form of worship, introduced
by Jezebel into Israel and Athaliah into Judah,

K, The king’s commandment. The matter

was taken from the hands of the Levites, who |
had lost the confidence of the people, and was |

now managed directly by officers of the crown.
At the gate. Thus appealing to the sympa-
thies of the worshipers as they remembered the
former magnificence, and contrasted it with the
evident present decay.

9. Made a proclamation. The king, act-
ing with Jehoiada, set in motion all the civil and
religious machinery of the nation to advance his
noble plans,

10. All the princes and all the people.
The *“princes were local m gistrates or nobles;
the “‘people” were the sanie fickle multitudes
who had cheerfully indulged in gross idolatry,
Their present enthusiasm was short lived, Until
they had made an end. Till the whole na-
tion had contributed.

11. This verse shows the checks upon malad-
ministration, negligence, and fraud which had
been provided. ‘The king’s office. A public
place. Perhaps, however, it should read, the
king’s “inspection.” "The king’s scribe, The
chief official of the royal treasury. The high
priest’s officer.  Accordiug to the story in
the Book of Kings, Jehoiada did this himself.
Doubtless he closely sup sed the whole work,
Day by day. Every day of the week, until
mes irs had come in abundance.
The temple was not, like too many of our
churches, a place of worship only on Sundays
and at prearranged hours during the week, It
was constantly open, and worship was con-
stantly offered within its holy precinets,

12 e king and Jehoiada. The head of
the State and the head of the Church, Such as
did the work. Better, the workmaster or con-
tractor. The service of the house. Not re-
ligious service, but work done for the repair of
the house,

13. In his state.
plans,

According to its original

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

The career of Joash is a mixture of good and
bad.  As long as he was under the direction and
tutclage of the high priest, Jehoiada, he ran well,
but as soon as he assumed direction of affairs
and became independent he fell upon evil times
—sowed the whirlwind. Nevertheless, his reign,
atthe beginning, at least, was conspicuous for
its constructive and reformatory tendencies,
due, without doubt, to the overmastering influ-
ence of Jeholada. The first reformatory work
was instituted at his coronation when * Jehoiada
made a covenant between the Lord and the king
and the people, that they should be the Lord’s
people.”  The second was likewise instigated by
Jehoiada, at whose direction “all the people of
the land went into the house of Baal, and brake
itdown.”  The third, also traceable to Jehoiada,
was the reorganization of the temple, service.
The fourth was the repairing of the temple, in
which work the high priest was a conspicuous
participant. In later years, after the death of
Jehoiada, the king went so far astray and com-
mitted so many wicked deeds that the glory of

his earlier good deeds was eclipsed. Then se-
| vere reverses came, the anger of his people was
| aroused, and at the last he was slain by two of
} his servants,

Verse 4. After this.
[('Ivur. It may be to the young king's m rriage,
[ but that inference is not satisfactory. 'The
| house of the Lord. During the reign of Je-
[ hoshaphat there was a great religious awakening
in Judah, and idolatry was practically cast out,
But his son and successor, Jehoram, was a weak
and wicked man and dominated by his queen,
Athaliah, daughter of Jezebel. The daughter
was as base as the mother, and the result was
that Baal-worship was reestablished throughout
Judah, and “ the temple of Solomon was left to
decay and ruin, while that of Baal constantly in-
creased in size and magnificence.”— Rawlinson.
But the restoration of the house of the Lord
meant more than the repairing of a building.
It marked the overthrow of idolatry and the
rightful recognition and supremacy of the true
God, with the reformation in manners, thought,

The reference is not
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and life that this involved on the part of the
people.

5. Go out, The great work was to be partic-
ipated in by all the people. It may have been
that the treasury was without funds for this pur-
pose, but it is more likely that the public in
est would be aroused more thoroughly by this
general method, on the principle that ** where |
your treasure is, there will your heart be also |
Money. The three kinds of offerings are de-
scribed in 2 Kings 12, 4.

6. Called for Jehoiada. The delay, due
to the fact that *the Levites hastened it not,” |
must have been vexatious to the king, especially }
as it extended over a period of years, the work
on the temple not having been completed in the |
twenty-third year of his reign (see 2 Kings 12.
6). The indifference of the high priest and the
Levites geems to be inexplicable,

8. Made a chests  The original order for the ‘
collection was countermanded and a money-box |
was made. This suggests that there may have
been dishonesty in connection with the former
collection ; at any rate, the money w 10w safer
for being under lock and key and in a conspicu-
ous place. [

9. Proclamation. The king had given him- ‘
self 1o his long-avowed purpose in earnest at last,
Had he issued the royal edict at the beginning,
the people, who had but scant confidence in the
Levites, would probably have responded gener-
ously, and the work long since would have been
accomplished. Moses, See Deut. 12, 5-18;
2 Kings 12. 4.

10. All .. . rejoiced. The cxample set
by the king, who probably made a generous con-
tribution from his personal possessions, was
speedily followed by all the people—from prince
to peasant. It became the fashion to give to!
this cause, and probably many cast in their
coins who had no interest in the restoration of
the temple, and possibly some gave who were
bitterly opposed to it ; but it was the thing to do |
in Jerusalem at that time, and they did it. That
| sort of giving may fill the chest of Joash, but it

does not rejoice the heart of Jehovah nor win |
his approval,

Thoughts for Young People,
On *“Church Extension.”” |

Lo The established public services of veligion ave of

great importance to the nation, A new church
brings more of personal safety to a city precinet
than an increase of its police force could bring. |
Study the history of Israel and Judah, and you |
will find the temple and its services at the heart |
of every question that agitated those nations. So

with the churches to-day. The moral sc
Chrirtendom directs all great statesmen,
that noral sense is dependent on the |
services of the churches.

2. God's cause has a claim for financial suppon
upon the people at large. It is cause for thuyks.
giving that in our free land there is no establi«), d
Church, but that fact cannot relieve any citizey
of the moral responsibility to support (o'
canse,

3. Chuwrches should be exact and business-lil, i,

their nanagement of finanees, “Let the king's
scribe and the priest’s officer watch each oth oy
4. Churches should pay the carpenter 1,
casting the golden candlestick (verse 14),
5. Without sincere and hearty worship of (/o 1)
most elaborate prepai ations ave valueless and inval]

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Thereis, perhaps, no building in which so e}
interest has centered for so many centuries ys
the Hebrew temple at Jerusalem, The neares
approach to it is the interest in the Kauly at
Mecea, counting backward to the ancient b ilding
which Mohammed adopted and adapted frop,
the pre-Mchammedan period.  But  that repre
sented no such architecture as this of the Jew
salem temple, and no such money was ever spent
on the Arabian edifice as on that of Jerusilon :
nor was ever any such money value represented
in the furnishings called * dedicated things"
which verse 7 says were taken from this ehrey
temple and bestowed on Baalim. The enormons
cost of the temple itself throws all modern il
lionaires’ outlay in the shade. According to
Villalpandus, it cost over $34,000,000,000 <} .-
309,118,000).  But the vessels of gold were worth
over §2,800,000,000, and those of silver were esti
mated at over 3,200,000,000; the priests’ and
singers’ vestments at over £10,000,000 ; the trun-
pets at £10,000,000, The cost of the work on this
edifice may be better appreciated by thinking of
10,000 men hewing cedar, 60,000 bearing burdens
80,000 hewing stone, and 3,000 men oversecing
the work, and all this continued through scven
years, Besides their wages, Solomon bestowed
on these over £3.500,000. A noted statistician
has recently figured out that the total worth of

| the labor, material, construction, and furnishing
| must be put down at over §52,000,000,00)

What the cost of repairing was to Joash it is
difficult to tell, as it is not provable to what ex-
tent it had been destroyed. The enormons cost,
however, was supplied by the whole nation, us
it was the only temple of the nation,and there
was still great wealth; and this was a people’s
movement, even to a poll-tax contribution.
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In verse 4 the phrase “gather of all Israel
money " must not be understood to mean coined
money, but lump money in bar or cut to a cer-
tain weight, measured by the Hebrew weight
shekel.”  There is no mention of coined money
in the Old Testament prior to the captivity, un-
less this passage is an exception, Coin is held
by able authorities to have been absolutely un-
known before the eighth century, or nearly two
hundred years after this record. The entire
Babylonian and other great civilizations of the
ancients got on very well, as the other great civ-
ilizations of the East do still, without coined
money. In China a traveler has to-day to get
lis money weighed in passing from province
to province, and it is subject to the varying esti-
mates, of the extent to which it isalloyed. The
half-shekel was the amount of the poll tax to he
paid by or for every person in the Jewish com-
munity. It was not always paid, and sometimes
was discounted, as it is supposed to have been in
the days of Nehemiah to one third of a shekel.
Even jewelry was made use of as currency, at a
gpecific weight in shekels,  See Gen., 24. 22 in the
case of Rebekah's earrings of gold, which weighed
half a shekel.  Among the inscriptions in Egypt
representing payments and offerings of currency
being weighed are found lump gold and silver
carrings, nose rings and finger rings, «nd brace-
lets, The stamp on gold or silver is merely a
certificate that it weighs so much, and it has al-
ways been, and is to-day, a fact that all the money
of commerce is weighed, even if it were only to
determine how much it may have been clipped
or have lost by wear, The traveler in the East
now, though he offers in trade French,
British, or Turkish gold pieces, often has to wait
while the merchant takes out his little scales and
weighs them, Some richer persons may help some
poorer ones, but, name for name, it must be the
sume sum,

even

By Way of Illustration.

The story of the boy king. When Joash was an
infant he was saved from the murderous designs
of his grandmother by his aunt, Jehosheba, who
cared for him, and to whom, with her husband,
he was indebted for all the good he ever tried to
Lord Shaftsbury declared that his life of

do,

philanthropy was due to the humble servant-maid |
| The health of the human body depends upon its
exhalations as well as upon its inhalations.

who cared for him, and who taught him to pray,
and told him of Jesus. Margaret Preston tells
usof a young woman to whose
little motherless child. One day she was grieving
because she had not done any work for Christ,
But she fell asleep and dreamed that the King
asked her for a gift, and when she answered,

are was given a |

sadly, that she had no gift for him because she
was burdened with the care of a child, he said to
her, * But the child is mine ! There are fathers
and mothers who say, *“ I cannot do any work for
Christ because it takes every moment to earn
bread and clothing and to care for my little
ones.”  But Jesus whispers, “ Yes, but your
children are mine, and what you do for them you
do for me.”

The Church is the nation’s safeguard. The sand
reed which grows along the sundy shores of Eu-
rope represents the influence of religion uvon
Its roots penetrate to a considerable
depth and spread in all directions, forming a net-
work which binds together the loosest sands,  Its
strong, tall leaves protect the surfuce from
drought and affords shelter to small plants, which
soon form a new green surface on the bed of
sand, But for the sand reed the sea wind would
long since have drifted the sand far into the in-
terior, converting fruitful acres into deserts, The
grass causes the sand to resist successfully the
most furious gale.—Hartwiy,

Verse 5. * The Levites hastened it not,” The
sources of their own support had, of course, been
dried up during the prevalence of idolatry, and
now they were asked to turn these streams into
the temple and not to their own income. They
had not faith enough to see that aninterest in the
house of God would bring interest, also, in sup-
port of its ministries. The minister to-day whose
people did not pay his salary would be wise if he
should interest them in foreign mi ms, and not
seek to turn all eollections to making up the ar-
rears due to him.—=Seleet Notes,

Gifts from all.  The law was, “None shall
come before meempty.” In the temple worships
the poor man shared. He could bring his turtle-
doves, or, if nothing else, his little portion of
flour, wine, new corn, or sprinkling of salt. The
Christian Church asks everyone to give some-
thing. Christ blessed the poor widow in her
gift. Gifts lead to interest, interest leads to
prayer, and prayer is pledged to bring greater re-
turns than money. I know a company of young
people who never prayed for missions nor read
missionary news until they gave §100 to support
a school in India,

society,

Giving is vewarded with spivitual WYessing. The
Christian who opens the broadest outlet for
charity will find the widest inlet for the Spirit.

Itis
reported that a boy who was to personate a
shining cherub in a play, on being covered over
with a coating of goldleaf, which entirely closed
the pores of the skin, died in consequence. Woe
to the Christian who gets so goldleafed over with
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his wealth that the pores of his sympathy are
shut and the outgoings of his charity restrained !

He is thenceforth dead spiritually, though he |

may have a name to live.—Dr, A, J. Gordon.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

That unfortunate visit of Jehoshaphat to the
king of Isracl has a sequel. It is a most impress-
ive lesson on the danger of bad associations.
You must read the story from the twenty-first to
the twenty-fourth chapters. IHis sons, dating

probably from that visit of their father, became |

intimate with the family of Ahab. The training
of the two households was totally different, but
Jehoram, Jehoshaphat’s eldest son, became fas-
cinated with the gay, selfish life of Ahab’s court,
and married his daughter.  When he succeeded
Jehoshaphat as king of Judah he followed the
ways of Israel and overturned all the good things
his father had established in Judah and Jerusa-
lem. He died a terrible death, and his son, who
followed him as king, ¢ walked in the ways of the
house of Ahab, for his mother was his counselor to
do wickedly ** to his destruction. When he was
killed by the judgment of God this wicked
mother, Athaliah, that she might reign herself,
slew all the rest of the royal household except
one little child, Joash, a year old, who was hid
for six years with the priest Jehoiada in the tem-
ple. For these six years Athaliah carried out the
wicked ways of her early training, among others
breaking up the house of God and taking the
dedicated things for the worship of Baal.
What a result from Jehoshaphat’s mistaken
affinity with Ahab, and the intimacy of his chil-
dren with those who were not brought up to fear
the Lord! But there came a revolt against Ath-
aliah, and the boy, who had been under good in-
struction for those six years—the most important
years of his life—was made king. Fortunately
for him and for the people whom he ruled, Joash
had never been spoiled by bad companionship.
Under the care of his aunt he lived a quiet life,
away from the excitements of the evil world,

I have known boys and girls in good country
homes who are always wishing they might go to
the city ‘“to see life,”” as they say. Let me tell
you, if God’s providence puts you in the city with
its temptations, he can keep you from all harm if
your heart is right with him. But if you put your-
self there with the intention of “ having a good
time,” as the world goes, it is as perilous as a
visit to Ahab.

Joash, under the influence of Jehoiada, the
priest, set himself to repair the temple ; and you
see he had to gather the money from among the
people, just as we have to do now to carry on the

Lord’s work. He thought a mite box would 1.
a good way to gather it, so we read in 2 Kings
12. 10 that Jehoiada *took a chest and bore g
hole inthe lid of it, and set it beside thealtar, 1y,
put therein all the money that was brought i1
the house of the Lord.” And when the box v,y
full they emptied it, and gave the money to (|
people who did the work on the temple, and 1)y
they put the box in its place again beside 11
altar—to berefilled. They did thisday by day 114
had money in abundance. Aund *“all the people
rejoiced,”

Suppose we try having a mite box of our owy
for the Lord’s work. It must stand beside 11e
altar—that is, we must pray when we give
God to show us how much we ought to give, ;
to bless our gifts, Wemust be systematic in ¢
ing; not drop in a mite when we feel like it, ;1
| forget it for ever so long afterward ; “day hy
day " was the rulein Joash’s time. The mission-
ary treasury would have * money in abundane.
if everyone would follow Joash’s plan, nd
everyone would rejoice, for giving makes us
very happy when we get in the habit of it.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

I. Describe the temple at Jerusalem, Its his
tory, briefly sketched, will be found of thrilling
| interest....II. The decayed condition of the
temple and its causes. Lessons: 1. The evil of
neglecting God’s house. 2. The evil of associg-
tion with sin....IIL Joash; the dramatic cvents
of his childhood; his noble purpose, Lesson:
Even boys may be kingly and cherish royal pur-
poses IV. The delay in repairs and how it
happened. Lesson : Good purposes never accom
plish themselves....V, The plan, its details, ad-
vantages of system in work. Lessons: 1. Lil-
erality. 2. Tonesty. 8. Exactitude and thor-
oughness.... VI, The building, in itself a nolle
| work. Lesson: We, too, are building—building

anlI('c as our example in this work that we find

here: 1. A voluntary offering. 2. A r joicing
offering. 8. A liberal offering. 4. An offc ring
to God’s cause.

Before the Class.
Introduction. There was a rapid deterioration
| in the kingdom of Judah from the close of Je-
‘hnulmphm‘n reign to the beginning of that of
Joash., Bring before the class some of the most
important events during this period, such as
(a) The marriage of Jehoram and Athaliah, the
daughter of Ahab, and the evil consequences of
that marriage; (b) Jehoram’s wicked reign;
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(¢) The successful revolt of Edom and Libnah ;
(d) The prophecy of Elijah concerning Jeho-
ram: (¢) The reign of Ahaziah and the usurpa-
ion of the throne by Athaliah ; (f) The crown-
ing of Joash. Joash started out on his careerasa
servant of the Lord, being under the influence of
Jehoiada, the priest, but the latter part of his
reign was disastrous,

Devlopment of the test, Place upon the board
the subject, *The Way of Blessing,” and the
following outline : 1. A noble desire ; 2. An im-
portant commission § 3, A public proclamation ;
4. A joyous response.

I. A noble desive. Note (a) The covenant of
Jehoiada at the coronation (chap. 16);
() The destruction of the temple of Baal (chap.
2. 17)5 (e) The reorganization of the temple
ices (chap. 23. 18, 19). These were evidently
the acts of Jehoiada, the priest, but now when
the king had come to years of discernment he
“was minded " to repair the temple of the Lord.
This was, indeed, a noble desire and did him
great credit.  During the three preceding
rigns the temple had been permitted to fall into
decay, but now the ravages of time and of the
cnemies of the true religion were to be removed
and the temple of Jehovah restored to its former
glory. Preliminary to action is desire,
desires are pure, our actions will be right ; if our
desires are low, our actions will be evil. Let us
then look well to our desires, for in them we
find the springs of action,

An important commission. The king gave
into the hands of the priests and Levites the
task of collecting the money needed for the tem-
ple repairs. Note here («) That all Israel was to
be privileged to contribute; (b) That the offer-
ings were to be received from year to year, so
that no one was asked for a large sum at once;
(¢) That the commissioners were required to
make haste in the matter. Note also the differ-
ent kinds of offerings which were to be received.
(8ee 2 Kings 12. 4.) Joash did wisely in interest-

24

|
ing all the people in the work, in distributing

the time over a number of years, and in requir-
ing immediate action, There is a lesson for us
in each one of these points.

3. A public proclamation. The Levites did not
hasten in the matter. Why? Perhaps because
(u) The people did not readily respond, or
(1) The Levites were not enthusiastic for the
work. 8o the king summons Jehoiada, and,
holding him responsible for those under him,
asks him to explain the delay. We do not
know what explanation was given, but the king
takes immediate charge of the work himself,
prepares the chest for the reception of the offer-
ings, and issues a proclamation calling upon the

If our |

people to give to the Lord for his house. This
action of the king emphasizes the truth of the
statement, if you want a thing done well and
quickly, do it yourself,

4. A joyous response. To this proclamation of
| the king the people, from the princes down,
respond heartily, and the object of the measure
| 1s soon attained. Note (a) The offering was a
voluntary one; (b) It was given joyfully—the
Lord loveth a cheerful giver ; (¢) It was a liberal
offering—* they. ...gathered money in abun-
dance ;" (d) It was faithfully expended for the
designated purpose,
| Specific application,

|

The way of blessing is
| through giving. It is more blessed to give than
| toreceive, Joash and all the people found joy
iin giving of their money to the house of the
Lord for its repair. This is the highest joy—the
Jjoy of giving. We are called upon to give of
what we have to the service of the Lord—of our
time, talents, means, prayers, sympathies ; all
| that we have and are should be offered up to
| him. 8o shall we enter and walk in the way of
| blessing.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Jesus, where’er thy people meet,
I love thy kingdom.
" The Church’s one foundation.
Gather them in,
When that glorious morn shall come,

Lord of the worlds above.
Within thy house, O Lord.
How sweet the place of prayer,
Lord, in the morning,

Jesus, we look to thee,

Library References,
|

| Joasu, Kixa oF Jupan.—Rawlinson, Kings of
| Zsvael and Judah, page 119. Morris, Sacred Biog-
| raphy, vol. i, page 491. Stanley, Jewish Chureh,
| vol. i (index). Kittel, History of the Hebrews (in-
dex). Ewald, History of Israel (index). Hengs-
tenberg, Kingdom of God in the Old Testament, vol,
i, page 233,  Smith, Old Testament History, pages

Aruarian.—Kittel, History of the Hebrews (in-
dex). Geikie, Landmarks of the Old Testament,
page 249. Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. i,
page 435 ; vol. iv (index), vol. v, page 23. Tengs-
tenberg, Kingdom of God in the Old Testament,
vol. ii, pages 228, 233,
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Temrre Revesves,—Edersheim, The Temple,l
ete., pages 47-50,

Jenorapa.—Hill, Companion Characters, Evans,
Seripture Biography, vol. ii, page 132, Rawlin- |
son, Kings of Israel and Judah, page 114, Stan- |
ley, Jewish Church, vol. ii (index). Kittel, History
of the Hebrews, vol. ii, page 286, Ewald, History
of Israel, vol. iv, pages 185, 136, 141, Kent, His- |
tory of the Hebrew People, vol. ii, page 120,  Geikie,
Hours with the Bible, new edition, vol. iv (index).
Hengstenberg, Kingdom of God in the Old Testa- |
ment, vol. ii, page 233, |

Freeman’s HanpBook : Ver. 6, The “collec- |
tion” or temple tax, 674, Ver. 7, Baalim, 222,
Ver. 8, The treasure chest of the temple, 704,

Blackboard,

:SNDTHE Men Dio THE
WORK FAITHFULLY.

-

LESSON 1IV. ISATAH CALLED TO SERVICL.

[Oect, 23,

GOLDEN TEXT. I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 1 send, and who wil!
go forus? Then said I, Here am I; send me. [sa. 6. 8.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read Ezek. 2 and 3.]

Isa. 6. 1-18, [ Commit to memory verses 5-8.]

1 In the year that king Uz-zi'ah died I saw also
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted
up, and his train filled the temple,

2 Above it stood the seraphim : each one had
six wings ; with twain he covered his face, and
with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he
did fly.

8 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
hol‘y, holy, is the Lorp of hosts : the whole earth
is full of his glory.

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice
of him that cried, and the house was filled with
smoke,

5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone ;
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell
in the midst of a people of unclean lips : for mine
eyes have seen the King, the Lorp of hosts,

6 Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, hav-
ing a live coal in his hand, which he had taken
with the tongs from off the altar:

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, |
this hath touched thy lips; and thive iniquity is
taken away, and thy sin purged.

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, |
Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?
Then said 1, Here am I ; send me.,

9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye |
indeed, but understand not ; and see ye indeed, |
but perceive not.

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with their heart, and convert, and be
healed.

11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he an-
swered, Untilthe cities be wasted without inhab-
itant, and the houses without man, and the land
be utterly desolate,

12 And the Lokp have removed men far away,

REVISED VERSION,

1 In the year that king Uz-zi'ah died I saw the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted
2 up, and his train filled the temple. Above him
8tood the seraphim : each one hud sis wings
with twain he covered his face, and with twain
he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lorp of hosts: the whole

4 earth is full of his glory. And the founda
tions of the thresholds were moved at the
voice of him that cried, and the house was

5 filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me!
for I am undone ; because [ am a man of un-
clean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a peo-
ple of unclean lips : for mine eyes have seen

6 the King, the Lorp of hosts. Then flew one
of the seraphim unto me, having a live coal in
his hand, which he had taken with the tongs

7 from off the altar : and he touched my mouth
with it, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy
lips ; and thine iniquity is taken away, and
8 thy sin purged. And I heard the voice of the
Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who
will go for us? Then I said, Here am I:
9 sendme. Andhe said, Go,and tell this people,
Hear ye indeed, but understand not ; and see
10 ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart
of this people fat, and make their ears heavy,
and shut their eyes; lest they see with their
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand
with their heart, and turn again, and be healed.
11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he an-
swered, Until cities be waste without inhah-
itant, and houses without man, and the land
12 become utterly waste, and the Lorp have re:
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and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the i
and,

13 But yet in it sholl be a tenth, and it shall re-
wurn, and shall be eaten : as a teil tree, and as an
oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast
their leaves : so the holy seed shall be the substance
thereof,

o

35 or 725

event narrated dates back as far as 758 or 159

b.C. Place.~Probably Jerusalem ; perhaps the |

wmple. Seraphs (fire-angels) are not mentioned
cisewhere in the Bible. They seem to have ap-
peared in human form, but how far we are to un-
lerstand the descriptions of seraphim and cher-
ihm as descriptions of the physical forms of
Lems iiving in heaven it is not easy to say. Com-
pare the accounts of living creatures in Ezekicl
and Revelation with that here given,

Home Readings.
’saiah Called to Service, Isa. 6. 1-13,

. Call of Moses, Exod. 8, 7-15,

. Ezekiel commissioned. Ezek. 2. 1-8,
Jonah’s mission, Jonah 8,
Messengers of Christ. Luke 10, 1-16,
The harvest waiting. John 4, 81-38,
Laborers with God. 1 Cor, 8. 1-11,

Lesson Hymus.

No. 182, New Canadian Hymnal.

Hark, the voice of Jesus calling,
* Who will go and work to-day "

No. 149, New Canadian Hymnal.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto Me and rest.”

No. 115, New Canadian Hymnal,
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to thee.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.

1. TLe Vision of God, v. 14,
Whosaw the vision ?
When did the prophet have his vision ?
Where did he see the Lord ?
What attendants were there ?
How did they use their wings ?
What do these several actions indicate ?
What was their salutation one to another ?
What effect had the voices ?
2. The Call of Isaiah, v. 5-8.
What was the prophet’s ery of distress ?
Who came to his relief ¢
What was done and said ¢
What were the call and response? GoLDEN
Texr,

moved men far away, and the forsaken places

13 be many in the midst of the land. And
if there be yet a tenthin it, it shall again be
eaten up :asaterebinth, and as an oak, whose
stock remaineth, when they are felled ; so the
holy seed is the stock thereof,

The Message, v. 9-13,

Whose was the message ?

To whom was it sent ?

What was the message ?

Was this a judicial utterance, or merely pro-
ph ?

How long was this dullness to continue ?

What gleam of mercy was there in the mes-
sage ¥

When did “ the holy seed  return ?

\
|

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. God is holy, The earth is full of his glory.
The heavens show his majesty. Heaven resounds
with his praise. What homage do we owe ?

2, God is merciful, He pardons the penitent ;
| he cleanses the sinful ; he saves all who trust in
| him,

3. God is just. He will not clear the guilty.
He willnot punish the innocent, e is just and
righteous altogether. Ishe your friend ¢

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLA RS,

1. The Vision of God, v. 14,

What does Isaiah say about the throne on
which he saw the Lord seated ?

What was the Lord’s throne ?

Describe the seraphim from verse 2,

What did they chant to each other ?

In what sense is the whole world full of the
glory of the Lord ?

What was the effect of the voice of the singer ?

What was the effect of the flaming angels them-
sclves ?
2. The Call of Isaiah, v. 5-8,

Into what lament did Isaiah break forth ?

What did he complain of about himself

What did he complain of about his fellows ?

Why was he so afraid ?

What did one of the seraphs take from the al-
tar?

What did he do with it ?

What did he say ?

Explain the meaning of this symbolic act.

What was then said? GoLpes Texr,
3. The Message, v. 9-13.

What strange message did Isaiah receive ¢

Was this intended to be a message or a proph-
ecy ?

Does God make it hard for anyone to be
good ?
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What did God say should befall the cities ?
What about the land ?
What about the tenth that might possibly re-
main ?
What sort of trees should the remnant of Israel
be like ?
Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. The holiness of God ?
2. The justice of God ?
8. The sinfulness of man ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was Isaiah? A prophet of the Lord.

What does Isaial’s name mean ?

How is Isaiah different from all the other
prophets ?

How could Le tell of Jesus when he had not yet
eome ?

When did the vision of this lesson come to
Tsaiah ? !

Who was King Uzziah ? One of the kings of
Judah.

What did the Lord allow Isaiah to see ?

What did he hear ?

What did Isaiah say ¥ |

Why did he look so small and unclean to him-
w=if ¢ Because he had seen the Lord.

How was his sin purged away ?

What did the Lord ask? For some one to |
go on his errands.

Whom can he often use? Children.
What must they be? Ready to hear ang
obey.

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school.)

1. What did the prophet Isaiah see in the your
that King Uzziah died? The Lord, sitting
upon a throne.

2. What did he hear the six-winged seraplim
sing? ¢¢Holy, holy, holy,is the Lord of
hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory,”

3. Why was Isaiah terrified by this vision?
Because of the consciousness of sin,

4. What did the angel say when he tonched
his lips with a live coal ? ¢ Thine iniquity iy
taken away, and thy sin purged.”

5. What happened next? GoOLDEN Texr:
¢ I heard,” cte.

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

33.. What is regeneration?

Regeneration is that work of the Holy Spirit
wherein we are made new creatures in Christ

‘ Jesus, being renewed in the image and likeness of

God.

John iii.3. Jesus answered and said unto him,
Verily, verily, I say 1 nto thee, Except a man he
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

2 Corinthians v. 17. Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature : old things are passed

What did Isaiah gay ? ¢¢ Here am I § send ‘awa.y;bchohl. all things are become new.

me.”
What did the Lord tell him then ?
What does the Lord want now? People to
do hiserrands.

L A Visiox oF THE Lorp.
1. I saw also the Lord. v.1.
Unto us by his Son. Heb, 1. 2, 8,
2. Sitting upon a throne. v. 1.
.unto me, Matt, 28, 18,
3. Above....the seraphim. v. 2
Four living creatures, Rev. 4. 6,
4, Holy, holy, holy. v. 3.
T am holy. 1 Peter 1. 15, 16,
#i. A Vision oF 8iv,
1. I am undone, v.5,
Depart from me, Luke 5. 8.
2 Aman....unclean, v, 6,

THE LESSON OUTLI!

Isaiah’s Vision,

J abhor myself, Joh 42, &

Ephesians iv. 24. And that ye put on the new
man, which after God is created in righteousness
and true holiness,

3. A people. .. .unclean, v.5,
All have sinned, Rom. 3, 23,
IIT. A VISION OF SALVATION,
1. Coal....off the altar, v. 6.
Precious blood of Christ. 1 Peter 1, 19.
2. Upon my mouth, v.7.
Purge me with hyssop. Psalm 51, T,
8. Iniquity taken away. v. 7.
Thou forgavest. Psalm 82. 5,
IV. A VisioN oF BERVICE,
1. Whowill go? v, 8.
How shall they hear? Rom. 1. 14
2 Heveam I. v 8,
Then will I teach, Psalm 51, 12 :3
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5. Goand tell, v.9.
Teach all nations.
4. Understand not,

Who hath believed ? Isa. 58, 1.
5. Atenth....shall return. v.18.
There is a remnant, Rom. 11, 5.

Matt. 28, 19,
vs. 9, 10,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

In the reign of Uzziah the kingdom of Judah reached a high point in its advancing civilization.

The wealth of inferior nations wa ed into its capital, and the force and dignity of the monarch
brought about a condition of priv sperity and of public magnificence that was talked of for
cnturies after. The elaborate ritua he Jews was never performed with more of ceremonial
splendor than under Uzziah. The people were never more formally religious, But their religion was
a mantle thrown over much of moral disease and corruption, for Uzziah himself had sad lack of
«piritual faith even while he was so correct in his creed, and the heart of the nation was alien to
tiod while their faces were turned toward him and their knees bent in adoration, In the midst of
these uninspiring surroundings the boy Isaiah grew to manhood. His heart craved communion
with God.  His soul sickened at the sins of his countrymen—the gross immorality of some, the
hypocrisy of others who drew nigh to God with their lips while their hearts were far from him.
The Spirit of God worked in his heart, and for two or three years he had been recognized by his
fellows as a prophet of God. It is said that he was of royal lineage, and his point of view at least
seems to have been very near to that of the priests. But far above priestly or kingly dignity was
that which had come to him—the duty and privilege of being a direct messenger of Got §

Verse 1. In the year that king Uzziah |

died. The death of King Uzziah, whose gran-
deur had so impressed the nation, marked an era
in Jewish history, and, as we shall see, in Isaiah’s
jersonal experience. I saw also the Lord. In
The tradition of the Hebrews was that
no man could look upon God and live. When
in answer to urgent prayer God revealed his
glory to Moses it was only a partial revelation,
Sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up.
The thrones of the East were greatly elevated,
and their height above the courtiers in attend-
ance was a sign of the unapproachable dignity
of the king, High, indeed, must be the throne
of the high and holy One who inhabits eternity,
His train filled the temple. The skirts of his
robes, The word for * temple ”* might be trans-
lated “palace.” It is not plain whether Isaiah
was physically in the temple at this time, or in
his own chamber he may have seen a vision of
the temple, or, as some recent scholars have
conjectured, the temple that he depicts was that
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

2. Above it stood the seraphim. The flam-
ing ones, an order of beings familiar to Jowish
traditions, Whether these stand for an actual
order of created beings we can only reverently
conjecture. Each one had six wings. Like
everything in the marble and golden temple of
Jerusalem, as well as everything in the temple
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, each
seraph was a symbol, or type, and each of the
¢ix wings had its meaning. With twain.
Two. He covered his face. Shutting out
the divine grandeur which he was unworthy tc
behold. With twain he covered his feet.
That the tarmsh and soil of everyday life mighy

be concealed. It was an instinctive action, an@l
runs in close harmony with the story of the foot-
washing by Jesus Christ on the evening of the
last supper.  With twain he did fly, Flew,
and yet remained stationary, poised on his wings.
This is the meaning of the word *‘stood " in the
first part of this verse. Reverence, humility,
and obedience are shown by these three attitudes
of wings.

3. One cried unto another. Not two ser
aphim, but two choirs of seraphim, As temple
choirs of priests used to chant to each other in
turn, so did Isaiah hear and see this choir of
heavenly musicians perform, Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord of hosts, Holiness in the
sense of purity is one of the qualities most essen-
tial to God. The conception of holiness was
always kept before the minds of the Hebrews,
and though in the earliest days they could not
understand much more than formal separa-
tion of certain persons and certain vessels for
holy purposes, the meaning increased and inten-
sified during the ages of revelation until the full-
ness of the thought was developed in the New
Testament. The whole earth is full of his
glory. In every way nature reflects the glory
of God. Men, 8o far as they submit to his will,
help to swell the chorus of thanksgiving. But
there is doubtless a much fuller sense. God's
glory is to be displayed on earth and his char
acter made known here in a very peculiar way.

4. The posts of the door moved. * The
bases of the doorway shook.” And remember
how massive was the construction of Solomon’s
temple. At the voice of him that cried. As
each one sang his song of gladness a fresh tremor
shook the palace. 1he nouse was filled with smoka.
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God bad revealed himself as a God of absolute
purity. His attendants were living flames, and
everything else in the temple was in the vision
consumed because of the unapproachable flam-
ing holiness of God. Hence the smoke ; hence,
too, the prophet’s confession of sin and his
mortal fear.

5. Woe is me. * Here,” says Dr. Terry, *is
revealed the whole philosophy of conviction and
repentance,” and Dr. Hughes well adds that the
only reason any sinner has a moment’s rest is
that sin obscures the faculties of his soul. I am
a man of unclean lips. The angels in the
splendor of holiness had sung a song, the truth
«of which Isaiah deeply felt. But his poor lips
were dry and black with sin. Tow could he join
in that song? I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips. He felt at this mo-
ment that many of the things he had been accus-
tomed to regard with the greatest reverence
were hollow, and the holiness of the holiest
people seemed to him now to be stained with
sin, ‘‘As with the disease of the body,” says
“Dr. George Adam Smith, *‘so with the sin of the
soul—each often gathers to one point of pain.
Each man, though wholly sinful by nature, has

but only Isaiah heard it, or, hearing it, responde|
with the rapture of obedience. Here am J;
send me, His whole life was changed. e p,
longer mourns impocently over his sin, i,
whole nature is eager for service.

9. Goyand tell this people, It isamessg.
of absolute purity, and only a man of pure lij.
can deliver it. It is a strange message ; hardly
message at all, but more a propheey of how 1),
people would treat him. Hear ye iudeed,
but understand not. Listen, and hear no
See ye indeed, but perceive not. Look, an |
see not. God knows that the people in their Phar;
saic godliness will attend to the message and un
derstand the words, but ignore the inwar|
meaning. To force this meaning upon they
Isaiah is directed in grave irony to tell them 1,
| do what he is trying to keep them from doing.

10. Make the heart of this people far,
and make their ears heavy, and shut their
| eyes, Literally this means make them imper
vious to holy spiritual influences. But the fore
of it to the minds of those who heard it would be,
as we have said, ironic, and exhortation to (.
the exact opposite to what was said. The mes
sage also was a prophecy to Isaiah to keep hin

his own particular and local i of
guilt, Isaiah, being a professional talker, felt
his mortal weakness most upon his lips.” Mine
eyes have seen the King., And therefore, ac-
cording to Jewish tradition, he was doomed.

6. A live coal. A glowing stone, In the East
there are no stoves nor grate fires, but stones are
heated on charcoal fires and used for baking
cakes and warming water. Taken with the
tongs from off' the altar. The golden altar
of incense had upon it stones heated to a glow.
When heated these stones burned the incense
and caused it to smoke. One of them now was
put to a better use—that of sanctifying the lips of
the young prophet,

7. He laid it upon my mouth. Where he
had felt his sin. Thine iniquity is taken
away. That is, the sin itself was cleansed.
The angel could not cleanse it, however ; it was
the fire from the altar that did that,

8. I heard the voice of the Lord. Isaiah's
vision may be analyzed into what he heard and
what he saw. Whom shall I send. The Lord
calls for volunteers. That call was not addressed
to Isaiah merely, but to the millions of Judah;

from di nt by letting him know how
dull the moral sense of his fellows was. Cone
vert. Turn around from sin to God,

11. Lord, how long? How long will th»
hardness of heart endure, and how long will be
the punishment of it? Until the cities be
wasted without inhabitant. Until the
nation is taken into exile. Isaiah need not
hope for the thorough moral regeneration of
his people, but it is his duty to preach whether
they hear or whether they forbear. The land
be utterly desolate, The soil become a desert

12. The Lord have removed men far
away. To Babylonia and Media, Forsaking,
Depopulation,

13. But yet in it shall be a tenth, If
even one man out of every ten be left in the land.
It shall return, and shall be eaten. Rather,
be burned up. The very dregs and refuse of the
nation left in Palestine shall be destroyed. Ay
a teil tree, A terebinth tree. Both the tere-
binth and the oak shoot up again from the old
stock after having been cut down. So the holy
seed shall become a stem or stock from which
the future glory of the nation shall grow.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Isaiah was one of the greatest of the Hebrew
prophets. He was the son of Amoz, not Amos,
the prophet, with whom he has been confused,
and there is a tradition that he was a brother of

King Amaziah. It is clear that he resided at
Jerusalem, that he was married, that his wife had
the gift of prophecy, and is entitled to a place hy
the side of Miriam, Deborah, and Huldah. lie
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|
was & man of great earnestness und power, and !
doubtless incurred the enmity of Manasseh, the
wicked King, by whose order the prophet was
sawn asunder, according to tradition, Isaiah
served as a prophet under five Kings—Uzziah,
Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and Manasseh, His
prophecies extend over nearly half a century, as
he was probably twenty when he began to exer-
vise the functions of the prophetic office, and
must have been about eighty when he fell under
the fearful displeasure of Manassch. For the
last fifteen years of his life he evidently did not
prophesy; at least no prophecies of his that seem
10 belong to the close of his earthly career have
been found.

Verse 1. King Uzziah, As to the year of
his death there is uncertainty. Ile was the son
of Amaziah, and began to reign when sixteen,
The larger part of his reign of fifty-two years was
honorable. He “lived in the fear of the Lord,
and showed himself a wise, active, and pious
raler.””  But he closed his career in humiliation
and dishonor, He attempted to usurp the place
and perform the dutics of the high priest and
burn incense on the altar of God. He was smit-
ten ‘80 that he was a leper unto the day of his
death, and dwelt in a several house.” This awful
judgment must have produced a sensation in
Jerusalem, and the young prophet was startled in
common with others, I saw. Ina vision—not
with the naked eye—thus emphasizing the reality '
of the invisgible. This was not infrequently the
way in which God revealed himself to his serv-
ants,  Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, David,
Job, and the prophets also, and many others,
saw visions and dreamed dreams. The Lord.
This is a different word from that ordinarily ren-
dered “Lord™ in the Old Testament where it
means Jehovah, Here the word is “ Adonai,”
and it refers to the Lord Jesus whom Isaiah saw.
(See John 1, 18312, 41,) }

2. Seraphim. They were not above * ll."l
the throne, but above “ him,” the Lord. The |
occupation of these beings seems to have been
*“to celebrate the praises of Jehovah’s holiness
and power, and to act as the medium of commu-
nication between heaven and earth.”— Bevan,
Thisis the only place in the Bible where mention
is made of the seraphim. Cried. The vision of
8t. John has a coincidence with Isaiah’s at this
point (Rev, 4, 8): *“ And the four beasts had each
of them six wings about him ; and théy were full
of eyes within : and they rest not day and night,
saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come.”

4. The posts of the door. The manifesta-
tions mentioned in this verse were, according to
Henry, “an indication of God's wrath and dis-

pleasure against the people for their sins: an
earnest of the destruction of the temple and the
city by the Babylonians first, and afterward by
the Romans.” Filled with smoke. (Sce 1
Kings 8. 10, 11 ; Ezek. 10. 4.)

5. Woe is me. Isaiuh is impressed with the
holiness of the Lord, and his own sinfulness
stands out and startles him by sharp contrast,
To be in God’s presence is sure to produce this
effect. (See Judg. 6. 2218, 22; Job 42, 5, 6; Luke
5.8;Rev. 1. 17.) Daniel had a vision, and when
the angel spoke to him he set his face toward the
ground and became dumb (Dan, 10, 15). Sin
seems never o terrible as when in the presence
of purity.

7. Thine iniquity. This demonstrates the
willingness of God to pardon sin and cleanse us
who go to him in penitence from all unrighteous-
ness, for “ God has strong consolations ready for
holy mourners ; they that humble themselves in
penetential shame and fear shall soon be encour-
aged and exalted ; they that are struck down by
visions of God’s glory shall soon be raised up
again with the visits of his grace; he that hears
will heal.”—Henry.

8. Here am I. The eagerness with which
Isaiah responds to the divine call is in marked
contrast with the unwillingness, hesitation, or
cowardice of some others—as Moses, Ezekiel,
Jeremiah, Jonah. But Isaiah set his * face like
a flint” (Isa. 50. 7), and was ready at any time
throughout his long career to listen to and obey
the voice of Jehovah, for he ** was not rebellious,
neither turned away back.”

9. Tell this people. The young prophet
was to proclaim an unpopular gospel, but he was
not lacking in courage ; the people would hear
his message and then ignore it, but that did not
deter him from delivering it faithfully. Hear
« « +» but understand not. These words, to-
gether with the next verse, must be understood
in an ironical sense, otherwise the passage is ab-
surd. They described the condition of the peo-
ple to whom Isaiah is to preach, and point out
some of the obstacles that will retard the accept-
ance and efficiency of his message.

11. How long? If Israel will not repent and
forsake her idols, the threatened destruction will
surely ensue ; in other words, ** The soul that sin-
neth, it shall die.” There can be no spiritual
health so long as the heart is in a sinful state,
8o the perversity of the people, their disregard
for the burning message of God’s prophet, and
their indifference to their own future well-being
will render it inevitable that the cities shall *‘ be
wasted without inhabitant, and the houses with-
out man, and the land be utterly desolate.”

13. A tenth. The remnant of faithfui souls
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will be saved, and through them Judah will not
perish from the earth, (Compare Gen, 18, 23-33
and Rom. 11, 5.) The few who have been true
to God shall preserve the ‘“‘holy seed’ out of
which  the root of Jesse " shall spring ; so *‘ who-
soever is born of God doth not commit sin, for
his seed remaineth in him,” and “the holy seed
in the land is the substance of the land.”

Thoughts for Young People.
The Actors in this Scene.

1. The Lord God of hosts. 1t is not by accident
that we have no description here of Him who is
invigible. His matchless glory and holiness are
all that we can see. Our eyes are dazzled.

2. The seraphs. These burning ones, whose
duty is to consume everything unholy—choirs of
fire-angels—rest neither day nor night, but cease-
lessly offer praise, honor, thanksgiving, to Him
that lives from everlasting to everlasting. We
know next to nothing about angels, and reverent
souls cannot too often be exhorted to keep their
Milton out of their Bibles. Nevertheless the
seraphs here in every particular of form and
voice and action present deep spiritual lessons
for our edification.

3. Theprophet. A simply young lover of the
Lord with a poetic imagination and fluent speech.
He had the * gifts’ of the minister of God. This
was the opportunity of his life to acquire the
“graces.,” Would he do so?

4. The people of unclean lips, These were not

all gross sinners by any means; they were the |

masses of Judah, including the best and the
worst. Many of them, doubtless, were personally
good and accepted by God as his followers, but
they lacked that deep holiness of spirit which
God required and put within their reach.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verse 2. The reference to the seraphim cover-
ing his feet with two wings finds a possible foun-
dation in the oriental custom of care in not
exposing the feet in social gatherings, and espe-
cially the covering of them as a matter of respect
when in the presence of people of noble rank.
Dr. Adam Clark says that Kumpher speaks of
“the king of Persia giving audience, when the
king sat on the floor cross-legged, as is the cus-
tom of the country. He was covered with a yel-
low garment, which reached down to the feet
when standing, but covered the feet for decency
when sitting with slippers off.” He also makes
another quotation from another writer as fol-
lows: “People of the East generally wear long
robes reaching to the ground and covering the

lower parts of the body down to the feet 1
may hence have been thought that it was a wanr
of respect and decency to appear in public oy
solemn occasions with even the feet themselvi«
uncovered.”  Sir John Chardin’s manuscri;
note on this passage of Isaiah, translated by D
Clark, reads : “It is a great mark of respect
the East to cover the feet and to bow the head |
the presence of the king.”

Verse 3. The alternate singing by choruses
parts of the Hebrew ritnal was common -
| time of Moses, whose ode at the Red Sea wus
thus performed, and to the time of Ezra S
practice continued to be observed by the Levites,
|

By Way of Illustration.
| self.”” When Job passed from a knowledge ahout
God to a personal acquaintance with God he
" said : ““ I have heard of thee by the hearing of the
| ear, but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore [
‘ abhor myself.” It was the vision of God which
jbmught the humbling, hateful vision of self,
! Abram had a vision of God, and he fell on his
face, and God spoke over that prostrate mun
the seven great “ I wills,”” and God undertook to
" do it all, and Abram had a collapse of self. Jucob
| met God, and that was the end of shifty, re
sourceful Jacob, He was helpless. And then
he received his new blessed name, which meant
| that he had power with men and God. Captain
Joshua met a majestic presence by Jericho one
day, who said he was the eaptain of the Lord's
'host. Joshua had thought that he himsel{ was,
He knew it must be the Lord, and he goes down
on his face, just as Abram had. Ezekiel had a
vision of God. *‘ And when I saw it, I fell upon
my face.”” John, the beloved, saw Jesus in his
resurrection glory, and he says, “1 fell at his
feet as one dead.” But, O, how blessed that
valley of humbling! No one falls there who
does not rise to newness of life and service.
C. 8. Scofield.

Abraham Lincoln’s eall, When Abraham Lin-
coln was a young man he brought a cargo of
produce down the Mississippi to Orleans. IHe
started out to see the town and happened upon
aslave auction. The trade in human lives was
exhibited in all its awful iniquity that day. !lus-
bands were torn from wives and mothers from
children, The young countryman and rail-split-
ter was greatly aroused, and he declared, I call
the Eternal God to witness that if I ever get a
chance to hit that thing, I will hit it hard.” That
was Lincoln’s vision and the hour of his prayer,
‘“Here am I; send me.”—XN, Boyuton,

All ‘Christians are called to service. Not alone

Verse 5. * The vision of God brings a collupse of
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those with the clear brain and winsome ways
and eloquent tongue and well-filled purse, but
the poor, the weak, the ignorant. Not one of
the twelve was a rabbi, not one a scribe, not one
4 philosopher. Was this to teach you and me
that we are without excuse if we fail to help
evangelize the world? What is needed to win
men is not worldly wisdom nor wonderful ora-
tory, but earnest, loving, personal work. It was
4 personal plea that led Gough to give up his
cups. It was the gift of a pamphlet that made
the great Dr. Scudder a missionary,  You may be
weak in argument, but you can be mighty in
prayer.—In His Steps,

Verse 13, As the eye of the lapidary detects in
the rugged pebble just digged from the mine
the polished diamond that shall sparkle in the
diadem of a king, or as the sculptor sees in the
rough block of marble the beautiful statue, so
lle who sees all beholds greater wonders than
these. He sees the saint in the sinner ; the shep-
herd feeding the sheep, in the wolf tearing the
sheep ; Paul, the preacher of the faith, in 8aul, the
persecutor of the faith ; Israel, a prince with God,
in Jacob, the trickster ; Matthew, the apostle, in
Levi, the publican.—Arehbishop Trench,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

I come to this lesson with a deep prayer in my
heart that it may touch, if not every member of
my class, at least some one, as a personal mes-
sage. Reading this chapter in connection with
the references in the margin to Ezekiel, Moses,
Joshua, Daniel, Jeremiah, and St, John, we see
clearly what is the only preparation for effective
service for God. T hope you will read the refer-
ences, 1 take it for granted you really wish to be
of use in the world—for if we are not doing some
sort of good service to make the world better, 1
think it is hardly worth while to live at all. But
there is a great deal of wasted effort on really
£ood subjects. People wear out nerves and use
uptime tryingto do good, sometimes to very little

purpose, because they undertake it without prep- |

aration, Isaiah was a young man when this call
for special service came to him ; and Jeremiah
said, ““ Ah, Lord God, behold I cannot speak for
I'am a child.” They felt utterly unequal to the
work plainly put before them, because they had
had that vision of the Lord which makes the heart

the Holy Spirit does not take possession of one
who is full of himself,

In the second and third chapters of Ezekiel we
read how he was prepared for service, lie had
the same timidity, and a hard duty was given
him. But God commanded him to stand on his
feet—that is, to realize his dignity as a messenger
of God. Do you realize ity You are sent into
the world to do grand work for him. Your life,
no matter where or what it is, need not be com-
| monplace. You have a high calling in Christ
"Jesum In this attitude he “heard him that

spake,”” and so will you hear. Then he was told
| to study the word of God ; to * eat it, to fill his
| inner being with it, to receive it in his heart, and
then go in the strength of the Spirit to his work,
and no matter what the difficulties were, he could
| not fail. And so Isalah, when his lips were
touched with the coal from the altar, forgot him-
| self, and filled with the enthusiasm of service,
| answered the question, “ Whom shall Isend?”
| with the glad response, ‘‘ Here am 1 ; send me."
| O, do you see what a grand thing it is to work
| for God? To be associated with angels who do
his pleasure, and with the ministry of Christ him-
| self? Do you see the opportunities such as were
| never before so fully open to young people? You
[ ought to be glad you live in aday like this. You
ought to be so full of enthusiasm that you would
| march with your eyes straight before you and
your head erect, conscious that you have your
| own place as a soldier in the ranks which no one
|elsc can fill, and that you are under a com-
mander who leads to sure victory. The prepara-
tion must be made ; but you can make it. Itis
’to hear God’s call ; put yourself entirely in his
bands; be filled with his Spirit ; study his word ;
and obey his voice. I do covet your youth,
!ynur talent, your glorious opportunity, all for
Christ.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

L. The condition of Judah—backslidden, Un-
consciously hypoeritical, Formally religious.
A dark day with darker days impending. 1II. The
| vision. In the temple, before the youthful Isaiah,
| prince, priest, prophet, and poet all in one, sud-

denly rises the lofty throne and on it sits the
great God. But all that Isaiah knows about him
is holiness, III. A conviction of personal guilt
always comes with a consciousness of God's

truly humble, This is a good begi forserv-
ie. Not those who think they know everything
and can do everything in their own strength ac-
complish the most in Christian work., Natural
timidity is no hindrance when it is given over to
the Lord to overcome or to use as he pleases,
Self-confidence is & much greater hindrance, for

I . Every man is a sinner when contrast-
ed with thedivine purity, 1V, The cleansing. It
is divine, though a seraph is the medium. V.
The call. How many centuries that divine call
had been sounding, ‘ Who will go for us?" we
do not know, The first impulse of a saved soul
is to save others, Isalah cries out, * Here am 1 ;
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send me.” VI. The commission. Not so much
to predict the future as to proclaim God's mes-
sage. With the commission comes a warning
and a promise—a warning that men will not
heed, a promise that there will be a holy seed, a
remnant of faithful ones.

Before the Class.

Introduction. As the next two lessons are from
theBook of Isaiah,it would be well to give the class
a brief account of the prophet and his work. His
home was in Jerusalem. Tradition says he was
of royal blood. His wife also was endowed with
the gift of prophecy. He wrote other works in
addition to the book which bears his name, but
these are lost. He prophesied during the reigns
of Uzziah,Jotham, Ahab, and Hezekiah, und it was
near the middle of his prophetic period that
Israel's end came. Tradition states that he came
to a martyr's death, in the early part of the reign
of Manasseh, by being sawn asunder. The place
of the lesson is Jerusalem, and may have been
the temple.

Development of the text. Place the subject upon
the board, “The Way of Greatness,” and the
following divisions: 1. The prophet’s vision ;
2. The prophet’s cleansing; 3. The prophet’s
call; 4, The prophet’s commission.

1. The prophet’s vision. God was about to call
the young man Isaiah to be one of his greatest
prophets, and 8o v fed to him this wonder-
ful vision that in remembrance of it Isaiah might
always have an assurance of his divine mission,
Note the four elements of the vision: (a) The
Lord himself; (b)) The worshiping seraphim;
(¢) The antiphonal song; (d) The symbolic smoke.
One must have a vision of the Lord, an abiding
consciousness of a personal relation to him, and
a clear vision of the final triumph of his plans
and the manifesting forth of his glory in all parts
of the earth, ere he is fitted to go out as aspecial
messenger of the Lord to the peoples of the earth.

2. The prophel’s cleansing. In the presence of
the Holy One the prophet to be felt his own un-
cleanness and cried out, * Woe is me!” So
when we compare ourselves with the Perfect
Man we see our own uncleanness and how far
short we fall of what we should be, when in
comparison with our fellow-men we may deceive
ourselves as to our true condition. Now in the
vision comes the symbolic act of cleansing.
Note (a) The live coal--a burning away of sin
with fire: (b) From off the altar—the fire of sac-
rifice purges ; (¢) The assurance of forgiveness—

“Thine iniquity is taken away.” The young
man had seen the Lord, had been cleansed of
his sin, and now—would he be ready for God’s

3. The prophet's call. The voice of the Lord is
now heard calling, * Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?” Immediately comes the
ringing answer, *‘ Here am I send me.” No
mistake had been made in choosing Isaiah for
the great work of a divine messenger, for when
the call came the man was ready. Note (a) The
call was for a volunteer, Two elements: God's
sending—** Whom shall I send?’ man’s fres
choosing—** Who will go for us?” (b) It was for
an unknown service. 8o to-day God is calling
for volunteer service. How many will answer in
the words of the prophet, * Here am I; send
me?"

4. The prophe’s commission, 'What the prophet
was now told was more of the nature of u
prophecy of how the people would receive his
warnings than messages of divine truth. He
was sent forth to preach truth, but was warned
beforehand as to the results, Note (a) The un-
receptive attitude of the people to the truth;
(b) The length of time this condition would
exigt; (¢) The result of such rejection of the
truth ; (@) The final triumph of truth (verse 13).

Specific application. The way of greatness is
the way of prompt, cheerful, willing, consecrated
service for the glory of (iod and the uplifting of
humanity, Jesus Christ himself sets thisup as
the standard by which greatness is to be meas-
ured (see Matt, 20. 26, 27). Tmpress the thought
that God is calling to-day for many varieties of
servi T hing, teaching, and mini
a multitude of forms. Who will hear? Who
will heed? Who will answer, *“ Here am I send
me?”

ing in

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Awake, my soul, stretch every nerve
Soldiers of the eternal King.
Watchman, blow the Gospel trumpet
Far and near the fields.

Tell it out among the nations.

Lo! the harvest field is bending.
Hark ! the voice of Jesus calling.
More of earnest work for Jesus.
There's work for us all.

Ready to follow God's commands.

Library References.
IsatAn—LiFE AND CuHARACTER.—Geikie, O/
Testament Characters, page 376. Baring-Gould,
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Tvople, page 830, Stanley, Jewish Churel vol. ii (in- !
dex). Kittel, History of the Hebrews (index). |
Ewald, History of Israel (index). Kent, History |
of the Hebrew People, vol. i, pages 127, 151, Geikie, |
Hours with the Bible, vol. iv, pages 411-414, Heng-
stenberg, Kiugdom of God in the Old Testament,
vol. ii, page 242,

SERAPHIM.—M Jameson, Mistory o Our |
Lord, vol. i, page 57, Smith, Bibl Dictionary, Me-
Clintock and Strong.

Tue Te1L TRee.—Knight, Bitle Plauts and Ani-
mals, page T3, Tristram, Natural History of the
Bible, page 400.  Groser, Sevipture Natural His-
tory, page 66,

FREEMAN'S HANDBOOK : Ver. 2, Covering the
face, 316, Ver, 3, Responsive wi rship, 250,

LESSON V., MESSIAI'S KINGDOM FORETOLD.

Blackboard.

[Oct. 30.

GOLDEN TEXT. The earth shall be full of the knowledge ohh‘e Lord, as the waters cover

the sea,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Reud the chupter, and also Isa. 2, 2-4; 9.1-7.)
Isa. 11.1-10, [ Commit to memory verses 2-4.]

1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the
stem of Jes'se, and a branch shall grow out of
his roots: |

2 And the Spirit of the Lokp shall rest upon
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Logp ; ‘

3 And shall make him of quick understand-
ing in the fear of the Lokp: and he shall not
judge after the sight of his eves, neither reprove
after the hearing of his ear: |

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the
poor, and reprove with equity for the meek
of the earth: and he shall smite the earth wit
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips shall he slay the wicked,

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his
loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

i The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and
the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the
calf and the young lion and the fatling together ;
and alittle child shall lead them,

7 And the cow and the hear shall feed ; their |
young ones shall lie down together : and the lion |
shall eat straw like the ox.

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his |
hand on the cockatrice’ den.

O They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my |
holy mountain : for the earth shall be full of the |
knowledge of the Lorp, as the waters cover the |
sea,

10 And in that dfiy there shall be a root of
Jes'se, which shall stand for an ensign of the

people ; to it shall the Gen'tiles seek: and his
rest shall be glorious,

Isa. 11, 0.
REVISED VERsION,
I And there shall come forth a shoot out of
the stock of Jes'se, and a branch out of his
2 roots shall bear fruit: and the spirit of the
Lorp shall rest upon him, the spirit of wis-
dom and understanding, the spirit of counsel
and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the
3 fear of the Lorp; and his delight shall be in
the fear of the Lorp: and he shall not judge
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove
4 after the hearing of his ears: but with right-
eousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove
with equity for the meek of the earth: and
he shall smite the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall
5 he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall
be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the
6 girdle of his reins, And the wolf shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down
with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion
and the fatling together ; and a little child
7 shall lead them. And the cow and the bear
shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down
together : and the lion shall eat straw like the
8 0x. And the sucking child shall play on the
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall
9 put his hand on the basilisk’s den. They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun-
tain : for the earth shall be full of the knowl-
edge of the Lorb, as the waters cover the sea.

10 And it shall come to pass in that day, that

the root of Jes'se, which standeth for an en-
sign of the peoples, unto him shall the nations
seek ; and his resting place shall be glorious,
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Time.—It is impossible to tell how many | What knowledge is to prevail everywhere:
years Isaiah had been known.as a prophet when | GoLDEN TEXT.
be uttered the words of our lesson. Wedate the | What standard is foretold ?
coronation of Hezekiah, king of Judah, about Who would seek it, and with what resuit*
726 B. C. (some say 724). Hoshea, the last king How widely have the Gentiles turned to the
of the ten tribes, was taken captive about 723 | true King?
B. C. The great invasion of Palestine by King | Teachings of the Lesson.
Sargon is usually dated 711 B.C. The kingdom | 1. Our King is wise.
of Judah lived in hourly terror of Assyria. This | 2. Our King is righteous,
chapter should be studied in connection with | 3. Our King is loving.
the one preceding, which poetically describes the \ 4. Our King is eternal.

approach of the Assyrian invaders under Sen- | - L - -
nacherib. This invasion actually took place, as QUESTIONS ‘l"()R INTERMEDIATE
nearly as we can estimate, in 702 B. C. . SC ',“"‘ARS'
1. The Coming King, v. 1-5.
Home Readings. | What King is here meant ?
M. Messiah's Kingdom Foretold. Isa. 11.1-10.| Of whom was the King to be a descendant*
Tu, Without end. Isa. 9. 1-7. To what is he compared ?
W. The Deliverer. Isa. 42. 1-12. Whose Spirit was to rest on him?
Th. Spirit of the Lord. Isa. 61. 1-6. How is this Spirit described ?
F. King of Glory. Psalm 24. ‘ When was this prophecy fulfilled ? See [sa. ]
8. A peaceful kingdom. Isa. 35. | 1; Luke 4, 16-21.
8. A spiritual kingdom. John 18, 33-40. What effect wonld the Spirit have on the King
Leoson Hymns. What would he not do?
How would he judge?

How would he punish wickedness ?

With what would he be girded ?
2. His Holy Kingdom, v. 6-10.

What promise of peace is here given ?

What further promise in verse 7?

What is said of a child and a venomous Heas! *

Why would no harm come to any ?

What would the root (or son) of Jesse |

No. 242, New Canadian Hymnal,

Jerusalem the golden,
With milk and honey blest,

No. 817, New Canadian Hymnal.

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun the Jews?
Doth its successive journeys run, | What other people would seek him ?
What is said of the rest he would give ?

What beautiful promise is given in verse 4°

No. 319, New Canadian Hymnal. | Practical Teachings.
The morning light is breaking ; Where in this lesson are we shown—
The darkness disappears. 1. The lowly origin of Christ ?
9, That Christ brings peace on earth *
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS, 3, That Christ is a Saviour for all?

1. The Coming King, v. 1-5.
Of what lineage was the King to be? | QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
What indicates his humble origin ¢ SCHOLARS.
‘What traits in his character are foretold ¥
In what spirit was he to rule among men ¥
How to deal with the poor and needy ¥ | ahead ¥
How with the wicked ? | What did he mean by the stem of Jesse? The
‘What his qualifications for righteous rule ¥ house of David.

2. His Holy Kingdom, v. 6-10. | Who was Jesse?
What declarations show the peace of his king- David.

dom? Who is meant by the “Rod" and the
How are these statements to be understood ? | “Branch ?” The King, our Lord Jesus
What trait of the kingdom does verse 8 fore- | Christ.

tell ? What did he say should rest upon him >
‘What is meant by * my holy mountain #" 8ce | What does the Spirit of the Lord give *

chap. 2. 2-4. | How should we judge the poor?

How long before Jesus came did Isaial live
Iow could he know what was coming so far

‘I'he father of King
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How did most kings treat the poor? With | 2. Whose Spirit should rest upon him? The
scorn, Spirit of the Lord.
How would this new kingdom be unlike earthly | 3. How was he to rule men? With righte
kingdoms ¥ It would be a kingdom of eousness and with love.
peace, | 4. What should happen under his dominion ¢
Why would all in it be safe? The King The wildest beasts should be tamed.
would take care of them. 8. Whoshall seck the Messiah ? The Gene
When will this kingdom come? It has come tiles,
already, 6. What blessed result will come ? GOLDEN
Who are in it? All who love and obey  Text: ¢ The earth shall be,?” etc,
the King, ‘ _—
What part have the children in the kingdom ¢ | NEW CHURUH CATECHISM,

They are most welcome in it,
How can we best help to get people into the | 8. How are beliovers assured of their Soneuipy

| Believers are assured of their sonship by the

kingdom ? i Yes,
G By coming into it ourselves | witness of the Spirit, direct and indirect.

THE LESSON CATECHISM. | 85 What is the direct witness of the Spirit}
= | Thedirect witness of the Spirit is an inward
(For the entire school.) | impression on the soul whereby the Spirit of God
1. Who was to come from the family of | immediately and directly witnesses to my spirit
Jesse? The Messinh. that T am a child of God,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The King of Zion,

I 11is RoyAL ANCESTRY, IV. His Just JupamexT,

Out of the stem of Jesse. v. 1. With vighteousness. , . Judge, v, 4,

Thy throne. .. forever. 2 Sam. 7. 16 He shall judge thy people. Psalm 72. 2-4,
Of this man’s seed. Acts 13, 22, 23, Called Faithful and True. Rev. 19, 11.
11, His DiviNe Wispom. V. His TRANSFORMING POWER,

The Spivit of the Lord. v, 2. The wolf....dwell with the lamb. vs, 6-8,
The Holy Ghost descended. Luke 8, 22, Ye must be born again. John 3. 7.
The 8pirit....is upon me. Luke 4. 18, In Christ. . ..new creature, 2 Cor. 5, 1

111, His RIGHTEOUS CHARACTER. VL. His UNivERsAL RuLE,

Iu the fear of the Lord, v. 3. Toit....Gentiles seck, v, 10,
Tempted....yet without sin, Heb, 4. 15, Other sheep I have. John 10. 16,

Who did no sin. 1 Peter 2. 22, Shall the Gentiles trust. Rom., 15, 12,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

It is noticeable, as Dr. Terry has said, that this great Messianic prophecy follows immediately
the stirring picture of the overthrow of the Assyrian army, in which the boastful invader is repre-
sented as hewn down like a lofty tree, The people of God, Israel, have also been humiliated and
spoken of as a felled oak (see Isa. 6, 13), but there is this difference—Assyria falls never to rise
again, but there remains in fallen Israel a stock or stump from which a new shoot is destined to
grow. That shoot is no other than the ‘“‘holy seed ** mentioned in Isa, 6. 13, but here represented
in the person of an anointed ruler, whose triumphant reign is to fill the earth with peace and right-
eousness. It is common for the Old Testament prophets to speak of Israel’s salvation and triumph
as wrought by the mighty hand of God and following close upon the overthrow of their enemies,
The fall of the enemy and oppressor opens the way for the Messianic kingdom. The Assyrian shall
be broken and trodden under foot. Compare Isa. 14, 25: His stump shall never sprout again ;
but the stump of Israel shall shoot forth and branch out through an offspring of the house of Jesse,
and fill the earth with the knowledge of Jehovah,

Verse 1, A rod. A new shoot, The stem | was the ancestor of David. A branch. The
of Jesses The stump or roots, and therefore | Hebrew word here used i8 netzer, which closely
this rod s the beginning of a new tree. Jesse resembles in sound our Lord’s geographical sur-
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name, the Nazarenc. Grow out of his roots.
“Qut of his roots shall be fruitful.” Strangely
enough, the word rendered * fruitful ” is the word
from which ** Ephratah,” another name for Beth-
lehem, is derived. When these words were uttered
the tree of Jesse was not yet cut down.

2. This verse describes the character of the
king who has just been spoken of as a branch
from Jesse’s roots. ‘The Spirit of the Lovd,
The spirit of Jehovah, Shall rest upon him.
Clothing him like a garment. Now comes a six-
fold analysis of the Holy Spirit which has made a
deep impression on all ages of Christendom. It
has been repeatedly compared to the golden can-
dlestick or lampstand of the temple, which was a
golden shaft with three pairs of arms proceeding
from it, and which was popularly understood to
be emblematic of the divine nature. The golden
shaft here is the Spirit of the Lord, and his per-
fect fullness is shown by the pairs of graces now
named—wisdom and understanding, . « .
counsel and might, . « « knowledge and of
the fear of the Lord. That is, intellectual and
moral clearness, right conclusions and the ability
to carry them out with energy, acquaintance
with the will of God and holy reverence.

3. Of quick understanding in the fear
of the Lord. The Hebrew word is also applied
to ‘*sent,” and critics divide as to whether the
meaning here is quick apprehension, perspicacity
of mind, or great delight, an allusion to the
hound or to the scent of flowers. Another transla-
tion is, ** He shall draw his breath in the fear of
the Lord,” which is the most expressive defini-
tion of sinlessness, that sinlessness which is the
attribute of Christ alone, He shall not judge
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove
after the hearing of his ears. The imagery
here is so daring that it should be explained with
profound reverence, He has a scent for good
things. He will not depend on his sight or his
hearing or his llectual judg but all his

judgments are in the fear of the Lord.

meek. “ Who use no adroit or eloquent wopds
to win the ear,”—Bannister, The earth, :
human race. The rod of his mouth. The
words of his mouth are like a rod. In another
place they are compared to a sword. The
breath of his lips. A poetic phrase for his ju-
dicial sentence.

5. Girdle. A bLelt by which the outwurd
loose-flowing robe was confined during active
labor. One's habits are often represented as
one’s clothing. Al the character of this coming
One was kept together in consistency by right
eousness and faithfulness,

6=8. All the ferocious animals of Palestine are
here mentioned; cach one is coupled with the do-
mestic animal which is its natural prey. Our
Lord speaks of the way in which wolves harried
sheepfolds, Little kids could run out along
precipices where no beasts of prey could follow
them but the leopard, which can keep on its feet
like a cat. In the East hay is not used as an
article of food, but oxen are fed with chiopped
straw. On the hole should he “near to the
hole;” the playground of the babe should be
close to the den of the asp. Exactly which of all
poisonous reptiles are meant by asps and cocy-
trices is not certain. They were fabled to poison
even with their breath. Power over beasts was
greatly coveted in the ancient East, and charmers
were regarded as supernaturally gifted. To prove
their power with the gods Egyptian priests played
with serpents and crocodiles, But in the happy
time that was coming such wisdom and skill
should be given to the little children,

9. They. The evil beasts and the civil and
moral forces symbolized by them, My holy
mountain. The mountain land of Judah, and
symbolically the redeemed world. No comment
can make the last part of this verse simpler or
more beautiful than the words themselves,

10. In that day. The time of which the
whole lesson teaches. The Revised Version of
this verse is a great improvement. A root of

4. With righteousness shall he judge.
Judges in the East have been in all ages corrupt,
but this man cannot be bribed or terrified. The
poor are ignored by too many oriental judges.
“ When thou goest to a magistrate, take a gift in
thy hands;” but the poor have no gift. The

Jesse. From which the “branch™ of verse 1
has sprung. Shall stand. *Standeth.” An
!ensign of the people, A standard of the
|nations. The Gentiles, The nations. His
rest shall be glorious, Ilis resting place shull
| be glory.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. There shall come forth a rod.
There is & note of triumph in these words, al-
though it involved destruction and humiliation,
Troublous times would surely come to Judah,
but there would still be a remnant of the old
stock. The new king, whose reign was to be

glorious, was to come out of Jesse, The codar,
to which the Assyrians had been compared, was
to die, while the ouk of Judah was to recover
from its afictions and thrive. Branch. The
Hebrew word is *netzer,” which suggests the
name of the home of Jesus the Nazarene
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The Spirit. Here the prophet refers to
the character of the Messiah and the marvelous
sweep of his powers. “He is to be David and
Solomon in one, equally great in knowledge and
in practice. His qualities are arranged in three
pairs, but all spring from one source—tie Spirit
of Jehovah which rests permanently upon him,”
—Cheyne. It is regarded as remarkable by
(ieorge Adam Smith that **there is almost no
single text of Scripture which has moreimpressed
itself upon Christian doctrine and symbol than
this, interpreted as a definition of the seven
Spirits of God.”  (See Rev. 4. 5.) Possessed with
these great gifts and powers, the Messiah became
adapted to the needs of all men, and is able to
suceor all,

3. Ofquick understanding. Some biblical
scholars suggest this rendering : * He shall draw
hig breath in the fear of the Lord ,"" denoting his
absolute freedom from the domination and taint
of sin. It would be a great gain to the world if
those who array themselves on the side of the
Messiah were to draw their breath in the fear and
inthe presence of the Lord. More communion
and contact with the Sinless One would do much
toward keeping oneself unspotted from the
world, as well as toward improving the quality
of human character.

4. With righteousness. The flagrant dis-
honesty and degradation of the judges of that
day give particular pertinence to this character-
ization of the coming Judge. The poor,the weak,
and those who have no helper will find a friend
in him, The rod of his mouth. Iis right-
cousness will compel him to be firm, severe, and
terrible to the unrepentant evildoers, His word
will strike terror to the stubborn and defiant sin-
ner's heart, and the breath of his lips will seal his
doom,

6. The reign of the Messiah, wherever ac-
knowledged in human hearts, will soften the as-
perities of life, and all the bitter, destructive
antagonisms that have made existence wretched
will be mellowed into sweetest concord ; for he
is the Prince of Peace. That such a condition
does not exist in no way affects the validity of
lis claims or destroys the power of his Spirit and
life, but it is & sad reflection upon the weakness
of his followers,and an invasion of the integrity
and sincerity of their devotion to his teachings
and his cause, Whether these prophetic utter-
ances are to be taken figuratively or literally is
not easy to determine. As might be expected,
there is a division among biblical interpreters
here.  Muny of them look upon the passage as
allegorical, while some of the foremost among
them regard it as literal. *“ When Isaiah talks of
the beasts,” says George Adam Smith, ‘“he
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means the beasts, The passage is not allegorical,

but direct, and forms a parallel to the well-known

passage in the eighth of Romans, Isaiah and

Paul, chief apostles of the two covenants, both

interpret their magnificent odes upon the out-

pouring of the Spirit, to remind us that the ben-

efits of this will be shared by the brute and

intelligent creation,” This is emphasized by the

fact that as man comes more and more under the

influence of God’s Spirit he has a higher apprecia-

tion of his own relation to the animal creation,

and he recognizes the fact that he discharges to

' thelower creatures a mediatorial office,” A little

child, The direct reference is probably to a
| Young lad as driver of this motley flock, but in
| the prophetic sense the Babe of Bethlehem is al-
| luded to. This representation of the Messiah as
| & shepherd occurs elsewhere in Isaiah ; notably

in 40.10 : “He shall feed his flock like a shepherd,

He shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry

them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those

that are with young.”

9. Theearth shall be full, To the Hebrews,

hedged about and harassed by their enemies, this
| prospect of ultimate triumph must have been a

source of consolation and hope. But there was un-
doubtedly an earthiness to this universal sway in
the mind of the Hebrew, He evidently failed to
| sce its complete relations, The universal domin-
fon of the Messiah was not to be equivalent to
Jthc universal supremacy of the Hebrew people ;
I but the thing for which he should stand would fi]l
the whole earth ““ as the waters cover the sea.”

The Christ-spirit is to become universal and not

the material kingdom of a new king. This
| may have been a disappointment to the He-
brews, but it satisfied the needs of the heart of
humanity,

10, Ensign. The obscure “root" will be-
come conspicuous as a banner to which men will
be attracted and around which they will gather,
But the ensign must be lifted up in order to ac-
complish this, “ And I, if I be lifted up above
the earth, will draw all men unto me,” Gentiles,
This is, perhaps, the discordant note in the proph-
ecy from the standpoint of the Hebrews, They
may have inferred that the Messiah was to be
theirsalone to the exclusion of all other peoples ;
while the people to whom Jesus spoke could not
understand what he meant when he said. “My
kingdom is not of this world,” or ‘““other sheep I
have which are not of this fold.” He is the en-
sign “of the people,” and of all the people, and
wherever men lift up clean hands and pure
hearts, and their souls long for release from the
thraldom of sin, there he 1s to be found acknowl-
edging his relation to them by performing his
great and gracious work in their behalf,
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Hasten, Lord, the glorious time,
When beneath Messiah’s sway,
Every nation, every clime,
Shall the Gospel call obey.

Thoughts for Young People.
The Prince of Peace.

1+ Our Lord was in his earthly life the Prince of
Prace. He was born, as has so often been said,
at one of those rare moments of ancient history
when universal peace prevailed. Royal by blood,
and a descendant of a long line of warlike
princes, he made no attempt to rid his nation of
the yoke of the Romans. In the hour of his
triumph he enters Jerusalem—‘‘the city of
peace "—not like other kings, on horseback and
in armor, but riding “on a colt the foal of an
ass,” with a choir of c¢hildren about him, an
emblem of tranquillity, There haslived no other
public man in any age or nation whose life took
hold of so many forces and made so uniformly |
for peace.

2. Our Lord taught that love was the only fit
weapon uf warfare. The peacefulness of his career
was not due to political forecast or to happy cir-
cumstances, When reviled he reviled not again,
and he wants his followers to tread in his foot-
steps. He taught us to do good to them that
spitefully use us, to give the coat to the man |
who forcibly takes the cloak, to turn the left
cheek to him who smites the right.

3. The true Christendom is the empire of peace.
Very slowly have our Lord’s principles leavened
the thought and practice of the world. A few cen-
turies turned the heathen of Europe into nominal
Christians ; but nineteen centuries have not suf-
ficed to imbue Christians fully with the spirit of
Christ. And yet our Lord’s life and teachings
have wrought immeasurably the greatest change
in man’s conduct that the world has known.
War is the exception now where once it was the
rule. * Arbitration " is a method for settling
international difficulties which will before
many years be universally adopted. And the
quiet happiness of our homes, the good order
of our great cities, and the general integrity
and fairness of our merchants are due to the
measurable dominion over us of the Prince of
Peace.

44 Each human heart is a principality of which
our Lord is the rightful sovereign, ** The peace of
God which passeth understanding * should dwell
in every soul. Let us open wide all ways of
entry and welcome the Prince of Peace to the

throne of our affections and thoughts,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verse 8. The Targum speaks of the pupil «f
the serpent’s eye, as in the cockatrice's do
Kimchi describes this by saying, “ When he is iy,
the mouth of his den, in an obscure place, liis
eyes sparkle exceedingly. The child seeing 111
and supposing it to be a piece of crystal or pre.
cious stone, puts forth his hand to take it.”

Sir Edwin Arnold has put into verse the Bu-
dhist conception of a sort of millennium modele|
after this ideal of Isaiah, He says:

“ There grew that day

Friendship among the creatures ; spotted decr
Browsed fearless where the tigress fed her culs
And cheetahs lapped the pool beside the bucks:
Under the eagle’s rock the brown hare scc 1
‘While his flerce beak but preened the idle w
The snake sunned all his jewels in the beam
With deadly fangs in sheath ; the shrike let pass
The nestling finch ; the emerald haleyons

Sat dreaming while the fishes played beneath,”

But it is well to remember that there was
nothing in these several systems that could real-
ize such a millennium as either Roman, Greek, or
Hindu poet fancied. Arnold shows the outcome
of Buddhism :

“ Pray not ! the darkness will not brighten ! "

“Vex not your mournful minds with pions
pains,”

“Nor bribe with blood, nor feed with fruit and
cakes.”

There is no millennium in Buddhism ; there is
no pardon, no prayer, no hope.

By Way of Illustration,

Verse 1. The prophet has just been speaking
of the fall of the mighty trees of Lebanon,
These trees, which symbolize Assyria, are to be
cut down. They are cedars, and the cedars, once
cut down, never spring up again. Herodotus
tells us that Croesus threatened to destroy a cer-
tain royal house like a pine tree, and they were
afraid because they knew that a pine, once cut
down, never springs up again. Here in contrast
with the monarch of Lebanon cut down never to
rise again is contrasted the lowly vine of Judah,
from which, though now pruned down to the
very root, shall spring a vigorous branch., In
Palestine every year the whole of the young
wood of the vine is cut back to the stump, which
throws out vigorous branches for successive
centuries, Thus from the vine plant of Jesse,
now by captivity cut down to the very root, a
Branch shall spring.— Canon Tristram.

Verse 2. The Holy Spirit is not only the Com-
forter, but also is pledged to lead us into all
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truth, On the windows of the medigeval churches
of Europe people noted for great learning are
represented as having the dove descending upon
them. The Middle Ages grasped the truth that
the Spirit of the Lord is the spirit of wisdom and
understanding and knowledge,

The golden age.  The converted wolf makes
the best guardian of the sheep and a safeguard
of childhood.  The 8t. Bernard and the shepherd
dogs are only wolves refined. The fierce wild-
cat is the toy and pet of our infants. The ques-
tion of converting the lion and ti is only a
question of a little more cat, The little child
leads the wolf and leopard to-day. But these
things are only the light-flying spray of the ad-
vancing billow and tide. A child is safer with
a huge dog than with many people, and a
little hoy will ride or drive a horse. 8o that
there is really no improbability of the literal
realization of Isainh's prophecy, All dangerous
animals will be eliminated or tamed. Wild anj-
mals and poisonous serpents will fade away be-
fore civilization.— Bishop Warren,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

It is like taking a breezy walk to a mountain
summit to stand upon the heights of Isaiah's
prophecies and see, heyond the mist of the world’s
sorrow and sin, the glory of the coming days,
The golden age is before us. Not even in para-
dise, when God saw all that he had made and
pronounced it * good,” was it so glorious as it
will be when this grand prophecy comes to fulfill-
ment. It does not scem as if it conld ever be true :
itis a beautiful ideal, a dream of joy. But will
wrongs truly be righted? Will oppressions
cease ? - Will the sorrow-riven heart of humanity
be folded under the wings of love and peace ?
Will sin be destroyed and righteousness reign ¢
Itis 50 in heaven, but can it ever be so on this
poor earth, so long under the curse? Yes, it
surcly will be so here on this very earth upon
which we dwell. *Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done in earth as it is in heaven  has not been
prayed through ages in vain. It is to he glori-
ously, perfectly, literally answered in the good
time coming when righteousness shall cover the
carth as the waters cover the sea. Every little |
crevice among the rocks is filled hy the rolling
tide: every corner of the globe, every human hab-
itation, shall know the truth, and the truth shall
hreak all fetters and make all men free, It was
inthe darkest days of Judah’s history that Isaiah "
promised these wonderful things. There was no |
human possibility of their fulfilment. But h(-‘|
had a spiritual vision, and from the depths of
the nation’s darkness he saw the stars of hope.

8o should every Christian see them.
be optimists alws The world needs the conr-
age and faith which inspire those who believe in
the sure coming of the golden future. No matter
how heavy the sorrows or deep the sin, evil must
and shall be overcome with good, The word and
the Spirit of God are working this transforma-
tion now, The principles of the Gos wl are
changing the governments of nations. rrible
wrongs yet exist, but compared with a few cen-
turies ago, no fair observer of history qan fail to
see that the true light shines as never before,
What are we doing to hasten the coming of this
glorious day when, through the knowledge of the
Lord, earth shall be like heaven® When it comes
to pass we shall be living somewhere in the uni-
verse : if not here, somewhere else where we shall
know about it. And what if we have had no
share in bringing it to pass ¢ How shall we feel ¥
When Jesus reigns in his kingdom, and his faith-
ful servants reign and rejoice with him, think of
the shame of having no part in that triumph,
How a selfish life will wither in contempt in the
presence of a life spent in the service of human-
ity.  We would be glad then to change places
with the humblest worker in the loneliest corner
of the world who has helped to fill the earth with
the knowledge of the Lord. Now is our oppor-

v being good and doing good, to share

oming glory.

We should

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Perhaps the best way to treat this lesson, after
carefully reading it and explaining unusual
phrases and allusions, is to study it as a proph-
cey, and then to rapidly glance at its fulfillment
(1) In the life of Jesus of Nazareth ; (2) In the
subsequent history of the world ; (3) In individ-
ual hearts, If time permitted, all three of these
lines might be profitably pursued. The last can
he made the most practical, 1. The King (verses
1-5) foretold as (1) A descendant of David (verse
1); (2) Profoundly spiritual in character (vers
2); (3) Wise (verses 2,3) 5 (4) Just (verses 4, h).
Wonderfully fulfilled in the History of Jesus,
2. The Kingdom (verses 6-10) ; (1) A kingdom of
peace (verse 6); (2) Of transformed natures
(verses 6-8); Of fellowship with God (verse 9):
Of world-wide extent (verse 10), Fulfilled in
Christianity. Trace how all the detailed proph-
ecies of this passage are fulfilled in the personal
history of a saved soul,

Before the Class,
Introduction. The prophecy which we study as
a lesson to-day, a vision given to Isaiah for the
encouragement of his people, is one of the most




remarkable and glorious of all the Old Testament
prophecies. The time of the prophecy is uncer-
tain, but it was probably given at the time of
some Assyrian invasion (see chap, 10, 24-34),
This tenth chapter should be studied in connee-
tion with the lesson text. Note that («) Israel
had been destroyed in 721 B, C.; (b) Palestine had
been invaded by Sargon in 711 B. C., and by
Sennacherib in 701 B, C.; (¢) King Hez
on the throne of Judah, The people lived in |
terror of the Assyrian power, and that part of the
prophecy given in the tenth chapter must hove
been encouraging to the devout Jews who stili
ved in the prophet.  The part of the proph-
¢ which forms our present lesson is a glimpse |
n the future of the rise, growth, and final
triumph of a new kingdom, a universal kingdom
—the kingdom of peace,

Devdopment of the text, Place upon the board
the subjeet, ** The Way of Peace,” and the fol-
lowing outline: I The king of peace: 1. His
origing 2. His spirit; 3. His government, II.
The kingdom of peac 1. Its complete harmony ;

2. Its absence of suffering; 3. Its fullness of
knowledge,

1. 7he King of peace. 1. His origin, Note the
figure employed, The Jewish nation at llwi
advent of the Messiah had lost its power, its |
glory, and was compared to the stump of whut‘

|

had been a glorious tree,  But from this stump
should spring a branch which would grow into a |
much more glorious tree than existed before.
Note the lowly beginning of a wonderful king-
don, ‘

2. lis Spirit. Note the seven gifts: (u) The |
Spirit of the Lord—the Holy Spirit, given with-|
out measure to guide him in all things ; (b)) Of
wisdom—signifying moral insight ; (¢) Of under-
standing—intellectual insight ; () Of counsel—
ability to plan: (¢) Of power—ability to execute |
(/) Of knowledge—of God’s will; () OL the fear
of the Lord—*determination to carry out that
will tothe full.”  God will grant these same gifts
to us in the measure needful for the work to
which we are called,

3. Mis government.  The government of the

King istobean ideal government, in which right- |

eousness shall completely prevail.  The King will
have a marvelous insight into the hearts of men,
and will impartially and with absolute faithful-
ness apply the principles of righteousness to all
Cases,

1. The kingdom of peace. 1. Its complete har-
mony. In the beginning harmony prevailed in

God’s ereation.  8in brought discord. The pie- |
ture of the far future presents to us a restoration |

to ecomplete harmony of all the forces of the
workd

2, Its absence of suffiving.  Suffering lis
place in the plans of God, and is beneficent i
purpose, But when perfect peace reigns iy
suffering will have done its work, and, with j1s
companion, death, will disappear,

8. Its fullness of knowledge, Heve is the con
pletion of the great work, This truly is the
versal millennium, When the careth inall its pu
shall be filled with the knowledge of G,
knowledge both of ** the mind and the Lo,
then indeed will the triumph of the King be cony
plete,  In tifis we may all have a part—the put
of extending this knowledge until it covers 1
earth, *

Specific applicetion,  This lesson very el
points out to us *’
no peace outside the kingdom of peace.  If we

the waters cover the
The way of peace.”” There is

would have peace then, true peace which is 1))
gift of God, we must obtain it by becoming cit-
iz of the kingdom of peace, and entering into
personal relation with Jesus, the King of Poue
Would ye have peace? *This is the way ; walk
yelinit,”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Iark ! the herald angels si
All hail the power of
Crown him with many
0O, let us be glad,
Jesus shall re

name,
rowns,

Jesus, thou everlasting King.,
Praise the Lord,

Ye that love the name of Jesus,
Tail, to the Lord’s Anointe
Prince of Pe

Blackboard.

Library References.
Tur Messianic  1oea,—Delitzsch, Messianic
Stanton,

\ Prophecy. Richm, Messiah Prophecy.
| Jewish and Christian Messiah.
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Tue Ase.—Fouard, St. Peter, page 91, Geikie,
Hours with the Bible, vol. iv, 446 (note). Tristram,
Natural History of the Bible, page 270, Knight,
Bitle Plants and Animals, pages 140, 150,

Tue CockATRICE.—~Knight, Bible Plants and
Awimals, page 161, stram, Natwral History of
the Bible, page 275,

Tue Peace QUestTioN.—Consult the docu-
ments of the various peace socicties, files of 7%
Advocate of Prace, the procecdings of peace con-
ventions, ete,

Thoughts for the Quiet Hour,

—MAKING
an
other people’s
i

gious company brings fire to our graces,
dle them when they are freezing ; but
religious company brings water to quench them
when they arve flaming, —Secker,

of lesser sins makes way for
ey that endeavor to extenuate
sins will but aggravate their own.

greater;

to k

~The first and essential quality of a herald of
the Gospel is ever a thoroughly broken and con-
trite heart.  For it is only after having obtained
as guilty
‘*strengthen

me

tion to the  brethren.”— Krum-

wmachey,

—(iood purposes, when they are not held, do
so far turn enemies to the entertainer of them,
as that they help to double both his sin and pun-
ishment.--Bishop Hall,

It shall more joy me that T know myself
what Tam than it shall gricve me to hear what
others report me. I had rather deserve well
witliout praise than do ill with commendation,
— Warwick,

In many cases it is very hard to fix the
hounds of good and evil, bec
duy and night, which are separated by twilight.

use these part, as

»mind is to the heart as the door to the

house ;. what comes into the heart comes in

through the understanding, and truths some- |

times go no further than the entry, and never
penetrate into the heart,— M,

-Wherefore it is most profitable to many not
to be altogether free from temptations, lest they
should be too secure, lest they should be puffed
up with pride, or too freely incline to worldly
comforts,—Thomas @ Kempis,

—It is astonishing that the sense of want or

riminals that we are in a posi- |

—A religious spirit is a noble and imperial
bird, that, sometimes driven down by the siormn,
yet keeps its plumes expanded and its eye on
!]wm'on, till, on the first gleam of sunshine, it
shakes its wet and weary wing, and, eaglelike,

| towers again to the sun,— Tuylor,

—DBe assured, never yet did there exist full
faith in the divine word which did not expand

}llu‘ intellect, while it purified the heart ;3 which
| did not multiply the aims and objeets of the
mind, while it fixed and simplified those of the

| desires and passions,— Coleridye,

| —Religion is a submission, not ar spiration §
an obedience, not an ambition of the soul.— Rus-
Kin,

—— g -

Here and There,

Xty years ago the agent of the American
Bible Bociety was obliged to leave Ecuador be-
| cause the Romish clergy were not willing that
"lllu people should have the Bible, Since then
repeated ©itempts have been made to introduce
| the sacred volume, but without success until
the present time. The Bible SBociety
work in Ecuador, and the people m
hunger for the word of God. Opposition, of
course, exists and is likely to continue, but it is
to be hoped that the circulation of the Scriptures
in that land will meet with suceess,
-+« Some enthusiastic Sunday school workers
| in England are experimenting in what they call
“Drawing Room Bible ( =" We must re-
member that in that country the Sunday school
is intended especially for the poorer classes of
people; the children of the ““ upper classes,” as
| they are called, being rarely found in them. The
object of this movement is “to bring under
Christian influence those boys of the educated
s and of the higher social grade, to whom
the Sunday school, for various reasons, has
never stully appealed, and for whom, by
| the very nature of its constitution, it cannot make
| special and adequate provision.” It is true the
doors of the ordinary Sunday schools are open
to them, but even if they desire to go, their par-
ents would not allow them. In this country,
where class distinctions are not so sharply
defined as in England, it is difficult for us to
appreciate this movement ; but we trust the ex-
periment will meet with success,

clas

sueee

«« o It is said that the tune known as “God
| Save the Queen ™ and “ America " has also been

the desire of happiness does not carry us oft- adopted for the national hymn of Denmark,
encr to the throne of grace, and that we should | Prussia, Hanover, Weimar, Brunswick, and Sax-
ever require to be incited to prayer by the stim-|ony. It is a tune good enough for use any-
ulus of conscience, where,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Primary Hints and Helps.

Tue Privary Teacners’ DEpArTMesT of the
SUNDAY SCH00L JOURNAL is intended first and
all the time to be a help and stimulus to the
teachers of little ones.

That it may be so, teachers who have found
gome good method for their own use are cor-
dially invited to pass it on to a great multitude
of eager workers through the medium of this
department,

“ Not what we give, but what we share," sings
the poet, and we ask you, dear fellow-teachers,
to share your goods with others through this de-
partment. Send along to the editor [marked
“ Primary '] your queries, your record of suc-
cesses, your failures even. Some will be helped
and strengthened through your willingness to
share ! -

A practical teacher gives below suggestive
hints on different topics. Many will be found
to sympathize with her desire fora lock and key :

BIRTHDAYS,

The birthdays of the children should be taken
into account not only by means of the custom-
ary birthday card, letter, or gift, but likewise by
a talk on birthdays by the teacher before the
whole class,

It would be well to speak of the manner of
Eastern kings of giving a feast upon their birth-
days and of granting pardon to criminals. The
lesson to be drawn is that if the child feels evil
thoughts toward anyone, this day—the anniver-
sary of his birth—would be a good time for dis-
pelling them, for forgiving all who may have
wronged him,

1t is well to write upon the board the name of
the child whose birthday it is. A pretty calen-
dar might be kept in the room and a red mark
made at every date which is the birthday of any
member of the class.

Let the child whose birthday it is not only
place in the collection box as many pennies as
he is years old, but likewise an extra coin—a
thanksgiving offering.

Let him also learn an extra Bible verse to recite,

Let him help to pass the papers or the cards,
Responsibility is a great teacher!

CHILDREN'S RONGS,

Who can measure the influence of the songs
the children learn in the house of God? Take

! that one little song, **Jesus Loves Me,”
ample. So simple, yet so sweet, sung in s
many foreign languages, even the Chinese.  Ap,
what wonderful service it has done for e
Saviour, and there are other songs which Ly
perhaps accomplished as much,

It is well to vary the singing each time ;1)
girls could sing the first verse, the hoys the
second, and so on.  Another day one child conll
sing a solo, the others coming in on the chorus;
vet again three or four children could be chosen
to sing a melody., There could be a loy's
chorus and a girl’s chorus as regular features of
the class,

To obviate the uneasiness of the children b
fore the time for the opening of the session
allow them to sing some familiar song,

When the opening song is to be sung the chil-

I drep should understand that they are to rise 1o

| their feet the moment the organ is struck

Be especially careful that the children do not
fall into a sing-song manner.

for vx-

UnpEr Lock aND Ky,

1 sometimes think that it would be a good
plan for every primary room in the country to
be furnished with a lock and one key—just one—
to be in the possession of the teacher, who could
lock herself and class up by themselves !

All know how the minds of an audicnce of
adults will be diverted from a clergyman’s ad-
dress whenever one enters church a fow wo-
ments late, It has been said that during a
revival religious service, when the interest isin-
tense, parties by continual whispering can so
disturb the serious minded near them, turning
their attention from the discourse, as to caus

| more deplorable results than occur during the
| collision of two locomotives. Whether or not
this statement is exaggerated T do not pretend
to say, but we all know that spiritual life isof
far more importance than physical,

If disturbances are so annoying to adults, how
much more go are they to children who are *all
eyes and ears,”

It is pleasant for children to greet the officers
of the school in their room, but it is much pleas-
anter for the teacher to know when such calls
| are to be made,

How CAN INTERRUPTIONS BE Avornen? Have
a clear understanding with the officers of the
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school about the times they can enter the pri- | the little parish church away in old England,
mury classroom without disturbing the exer- and his whole soul longed for God. With the
cises. Itis well to have some signal understood | tears streaming down his cheeks, and praying,
by all, as & slightly opened door, or a little white ““Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah ! he climbed
fluz displayed ; best of all to have some one sta- 1 the stairs to the hall and asked the prayers and
tioned at the door to admit visitors and others at | the help of the people that he might return to
convenient times. It is well to have children | God. The power of the old life was broken, and
seated with their backs to an entrance door— | the man began to enter the kingdom of heaven
never facing it, as a little child,
N | Modern psychology is trying to explore the
(AN WE TEACH TOO MUCH AT ONE sEssion ? | Subconscious mind, and to build up an intel-
There i no class of teachers who are so | lectual theory of life from the results of its in-
thoroughly in need of learning the wise princi- | Vestigations, It reverently studies the child
ple contained in the oft-heard maxim, “ The | (and here it truly seeks first the kingdom of
measure of information should be not what the | God), but God is there before it indeed he is
teacher cun give, but what the child can receive,” | there more fully and intimately than anywhere
us are primary Sunday school teachcrs. They | €lse in this creation, forming and setting in
are prone to overlay the truth with so many il- | order the holy of holies of the human temple,
lustrations that the child cannot see through | storing first the holy seed of the divine love, and
the labyrinth, later that of the divine truth, for the future sus-
tenance of the soul in its time of spiritual need.
Into the hands of angels and mothers first, then
to parents and teachers, God gives the heavenly
seed; love first and always, and truth as the
Let one truth be selected for each lesson, and | child is able to receive it. The memory is able to
let it be presented in simplest fashion, in the | receive long before reason begins to develop,
fewest possible words, and bits from the word may be trusted to the
memory of a child very early, and he who alone
knows the human soul hides it out of sight in his
own way in the place prepared for it until he
shall bring it forth to feed the soul famishing,
perhaps, in a “far country,” The holy principle
I N is his, and as Joseph stored the corn of Fgypt,
AN old man died last year beloved, respected, | 80 the Lord stores the bread and wine of heaven
and surrounded by friends who will all bear wit- | for the need of his children, ‘1, the Lord, do
ucss to the beautiful and consistent life of love | keep it,” he says, * lest any hurt it I will keep it
and trust that he had lived in our sight for seven | night and day," and let no one however learned,
years.  For many years before he had been an hope to find the storehouses of heaven in the
alien from his family, and at seventy he was a [ soul of a child before the time. He holds the
common tramp. One night his bed upon the | key; “Te that openeth, and no man shut-
earth had been harder than usual, for he lay | teth; and shutteth, and no man openeth,” and
upon the roots of the trees that were his only | who, when the hour is come, touches the secret
shelter. The next day—it was Sunday—he went | &pring by his Holy Spirit, and the old and ever-
into the town, and passed the home of n..-‘ repeated miracle of awakening is wrought, He
Woman's Christian Temperance Union in his | for whom all things were made uses the key he
aimless wanderings. From the windows and | chooses ; it may be a bit of God’s word, a line of
down the staircase of the hall floated the sound | an old hymn, a picture, a poem, a dream, a bird
of many voices singing : song; it is all the same, and only a means to the
end that we may be saved,
I have given a marked instance of the uses of
early teaching, but to the most of us the stores
The old man stopped, and then as he stood | of love and truth are brought out for our early
upon the sidewalk a miracle was wrought. The | regeneration, and for our daily needs through
Angel of the Lord rolled away the stone from ‘ our Christian life, The manna falls daily, and
that place deep within his soul where his child- | we are kept, we know not how, until the land into
bood had been buried for more than sixty years, ‘ which we journey yields its fruits.
and the little child came forth, He heard his | Let a great hope, then, as well as a trustfal
mother’s voice singing ; he heard the hymns in | prayer, go with the sowing of the seed.

** Little things
On little wings
Bear little souls to heaven,”

- & —

Food in Famine.
BY MARY A, LATHBURY,

*“Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land,”
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FOURTH QUARTER.

LESSON L. (October 2.)

REFORMATION UNDER ASA. 2 Chron.
14. 2-12,

GoLpeN Text. ‘“Help us, O Lord our God ;
for we rest on thee,” 2 Chron, 14. 11,

Primary Notes,
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Do you know the story of
the foolish little lamb that

It wanted to wander around

in the fields by itself uml‘

see what it could find, and

80 it slipped away when no

one saw it and was not
nnnsul until Hu shepherd counted to sce if his
sheep and lambs had all come home. When he
found that a lamb was gone he was sorry, for he
knew that it was not safe ont in the fields alone,
and so he went looking for it until he found it.
Do you know why he was sorry to have the little
lamb outside the fold? It was for the same
reason that the Good Shephe rd—what is his

name ?—feels sorry to see his lambs runnln;:I

away from him, and so always keeps calling to
them to come home. This lesson is a story of a
good king who called his people to come back to
God and be safe and happy again. No one is
safe or happy away from God?

Introductory. This is the first lesson of the
fourth quarter. What month is this? Yes, it
is October, and the quarter begins with October.
The third quarter’s lessons began with July, and
the first lesson in July told of something that was
broken into two parts. Who can tell what it
was? Yes, it was the kingdom—the kingdom of
David and Solomon, the kingdom of God on the
earth, It was divided into two parts, and all the
last quarter we studied about the part called * Is-
rael.” Now weare going to learn about ‘“‘Judah,”

the other part. Isracl had great trouble, and at

last went away into captivity. Who can tell
what caused the trouble ? Yes, it was going
away from God. We shall find in the lessons
about Judah that sin always brings pain and loss.

A wise king. His name was Asa. Let us see
what God says about him. [Read the first verse
of the lesson.] When some good friend praises

you and says you have done right it makes you
glad. But how much better it is to have God say
you have done that which was ““ good and n:n}
in the eyes of the Lord!™ This is what he said
about Asa, and what he will say about you if yoy
try to please him in all your ways.

When Asa became king of Judah he found 4
great deal to do to bring the people back who i
gone away from God.  Why did he want to bring
them back? Because he knew they would gt
into trouble if they did not come back, jus: us
the shepherd knew the little lamb would be Jost
and die if it did not get into the fold. Do you
wonder how they had gone away from God?
They had made images and set them up to wor-
ship instead of worshiping the God of heaven,
What has God said about worshiping imagesy
[Drill on the second commandment.] When Asy
had brought all his people back to God he saild 1o

would not go into the fold ¥ ‘ them, “ Now, we will make our cities strong, o

that an enemy cannot come into them,” and they
built walls around them and made strong gates
and high towers, and now they felt safe because
they were doing right, and had done what tley

| could to keep enemies away.

What to do when enemies come, Ara wis a
good king, and he taught his people to Jdo right,
but enemies came to trouble them § and oo, coen
when we are trying to love and serve God, e-
mies will come to trouble us. Asa teaches s in
this lesson how to meet them., Ile had n groat
army, but a much greater army cae against
him. What could he do? Just what we can do
when our heart enemies come and seem so much
eruu;:'r than we are. lle called God to help
| the m, and said, **We rest on thee, and in thy
name we go.” That is the way to meet enemics,

Who wants to be like Asa ? There is a safe place
for every child of God. Itis just such a place

WE ResT OnTHEE ]

as Asa was in—a right place, a true place, a frus-
Jul place, Who will come into this safe fold right
away ?
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Kindergarten Hints,
BY MUS. MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER.

KINDERGARTEN DeparTMENT, The Good

King Asa. 2 Chron. 14, 2, 7, 11.

GoLpeN Texrt. “Help us, O Lord our God ;
for we rest on thee,” 2 Chron, 14, 11,

A1ns Kixpercartser. Holy Bible,

2 Chron.

TO THE
13. 14,
ATTENTION STORY,

good King named Asa. We will
8] ame together and then name the
three letters which spell it while George writes
them upon the board. Al our lesson for to-day
is about this king. He prayed to God. M
of the fathers, mothers, and children living in
his kingdom had been praying to images made
of wood and stone, The king knew that they
would be_happier and better if they prayed to
the true God, so he tried in many ways to teach
them and to help them. He took away the
strange gods and images and asked all the peo-
ple to pray to God and to trust him. Then he
told the people to build eit with walls and
towers and gates and bars, 'Iln-\ did so, and
King Asa prayed to God for help to do right.
This was nxhl because all power comes from
God. _We will read about it here,  [Read 2 Chron,
14.1-3,11,]

Then came

Fxplain unusual words :
“groves,” ¢ fences,” ete,

“ Altars,” *“images,"”

OUTLINE, ‘
|
Sunday the legson of the second verse may be |
taught, in connection with the thought of the |
ds “for we rest on thee,” in the eleve nlh’
verse, This was why Asa could do what vn\:a‘
good and right. Even little children may be
good and do right now if they ask God to help
them and if they try to please him. Kings can-
not be good without help, and neither can c¢hil- |
dren, Show that a part of the help which God |
sends is the help we give to each other, HU\\
may you help other people—other children !
whom you know? Iow have others helped |
Make this thought very practical to the
children, The king helped the people by taking
away the images. This was removing tempta-
tion, and it may teach us that if we take away
what would tempt others we are helping answer
their prayer, * Lead us not into temptation.”
We are * workers together with God ;" perhaps
he allows us to help him answer prayers. [Dur-
ing the days of the week the lesson may be con- |
nected with the Golden Rule and 1 Cor. 13.]
This was many, many years before Jesus gave |
the Golden Rule (B. C. 955), and before ]'aull
wrote that wonderfui letter about love [charity] ; |
but love and goodness and God are always the |

you ?

same, and though cverything else umay change,
these never change, but are true always,

For nature talk in the kindergarten different
topics may be used. One suggested is that one
word in verse 3 may be the foundation of talks
in the cirele each day, This isthe word ** trees.”
Different kinds of trees are known, and forest
trees are quite different from garden or fruit
trees, Let the children bring leaves of oak,
birch, maple, pine, fig, magnolia, and other
trees.  Children living in different parts of our
country can nume many kinds of trees. Grati-
tude to God for the bheauties and the uses of this
wonderful world with its trees may be felt by
jeach child as we talk of the trunk, bark,

| branches, twigs, and leaves of the trees,

Iaxp Work,  Good suggestions are offered
in fenees, xates, cities, walls, and towers—all
named in thislesson,  The good people of long
ago worked with their hands as people do now.
The little hands in kindergarten may use their
building blocks and fmitute what King Asa
and his people made,  They may draw pictures
of flat-roofed houses which were in the cities.

Sc1ENce AT HoMe witn e Motuek,  The talk
may be of the need of helpfulness. Everyone
needs ity and all should give it. The king, the
president, the little neighbor, and the baby in
| the home must have help from others and help
from God if they would be able to do good in the
world.  Each one has work to do and all need
the helpful hands and the loving hearts of other
people,

“Children, do all that you can ;
The harvest is great,
And the laborers are few ;
Then, children, do all that you can.”

ot

LESSON 11, (October 9.)

| JEHOSHAPHAT'S GOOD REIGN. 2 Chron,
17. 1-10.

Goroey Texr, *“Inall thy uu\nu(knnmlnduo

| him, and he shall direct thy paths,” Prov.

Pmn.m'y Notes.

Not long ago a train go-
ing into one of the large
cities carried some sol-
diers who talked very loud
and swore a good deal.
Their leader did not try to
stop them—indeed he used
worse language than any-
same near the city a little

J
When they
girl about six or seven years old left her seat

one x-Iw
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i 1d went to the side of the young leader. With-
out a word she handed him her own pretty lit-
tle Bible aud went away. Not another oath
was heard, and the young man before he left the
train went and told the child that he should al-
ways keep the Bible for her sake! The little
girl was like the king of whom we learn to-day.
See if you can tell in what way.

Lessox Tuoveur,

To lewrn and obey God's word, There was a new
king of Judah now. 1lis name was a long, hard
one—-Jehoshaphat,  He was the sonof King Asa,
of whom we heard last Sunday. Who can tell
something about King Asa ? Do you think he
would teach his little boy to be good and to do
right ¥ To be sure he would, for he knew it was
the only safe way. The boys and girls who have
Christian fathers and mothers, who teach them
to love GGod and his word, ought to be very glad
and happy.

When King Asa died his son Jehoshaphat, who
was now thirty-five years old, became king. IHe
had learned the lessons of truth and goodness
which his father took pains to teach him, and so
of course he made a good king. But his people
were not all good and right, and he wanted to
help them to become so.  He knew a book which
had all wisdom and truth in it. Ile knew if his
people would love and study that book, it would
be worth more to them than all riches and honor.
What book do you think this was? Yes, it was
the Holy Bible. [Roll paper into the form of a
geroll, and explain what part of God’s word was
written then, and why it was not printed in|
books as now. |

The Bible books then ail had to be written by
hand on sheets of parchment, and therefore very
few people could have them,  Now books can be
80 cheaply printed that even little children can
have beautiful Bibles of their own, How many
children here have Bibles that belong to them?
Do you love your Bible and take good care of it ?
I hope you do'! |

How the king taught God's word to the /xm/»lru‘

sent out to do this good work. This wu. (1.
same kind of work which the missionaries are <ont
to do now. Do you not think this was
king to give his people the word of God v
could not have given them anything el
good !

What God's word did for the people, It i
them wise and kind and good. It kept them (rom
having war with their neighbors,  The people of
Kingdoms near by were afraid to touch then, e
cause they saw that the power of God was wity
them, It is better to know God's word than 1,
know all the wisdom of this world, [sing
“ Praise God for the Bible,” found in Sony 0.0
Study for God's Little Ones,

What does God want us to do with his worl s
Giet it into our hearts ; love it, believe it, practics
its good teachings,

THY AW

Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTENDEPARTMENT, The Good King's

'Son. 2 Chron. 17. 1-6, 9, 12-19,

GoLpex TeExt, “In all thy ways acknowl
edge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” Proy
3. 6.

Aps 10 THE KiNDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
2 Chron, 17. 18, 19,

ATTENTION STORY.
By and by King Asa’s work was all done, and

[Read from the Bible Deut. 6, 6-9, God’s com- it was time for him to go away from this world,
mand to teach the children the words of his law.] 8o his son became king. The son of a king is

& " . " called a prince. While this prince was with his
The people of Judah had not kept the command, : father he was learning how to be a king, forlie
and now the grown men, many of them, did not | gaw how his father ruled, and he knew that his
know the word of the Lord. So the king sent | father asked God to help him in all his work
teachers out into all parts of the kingdom to | ‘:z”sm:\"l:‘;"?s:ls:;“tll\Im{eA;uI‘ ":"kluwu)'l"";.'"ll‘

age 0t ¢ people to pray to God,
5_"“""“"" people together and read and explain | \When the son became king he tried |{1 do what
God's word to them. Some of the princes—men | would be good for the people, He had many

who stood high in the kingdom, went with lhc}
priests and Levites who were sent out to teach

strong men placed in the cities which had fences
about them, so that no one could come in and
make trouble, He wished that all in his country

God’s word. We have the names here of th‘c{ might know God’s laws and obey them. So he
princes, nine Levites, and two priests who were ' and many others who helped him went about
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lhrt:lull alll the n-i';‘i'cu of the country and read t:n' 1 were there, and perhaps they iiked to go out into
book to them, ey were missionarles to the | ¢he hill country ‘ere ins

people. We will read about it. [Read 2 Chron. | y. Indudah were mountains ‘I,"'l
17, 1-6, 9.] Then the king built great and beai. | the wilderness, vineyards, fig orchards, and olive
titul houses called castles, and_also many stores, | groves, oak trees, sheep, lambs, goats, and
and he had much business, The soldiers loved stones, which we may talk about, The larger
the king, and five of the great captains came with children may write the 38 Of thes
their soldiers, and said they would help take cape | ©MAren may write the names of these nouns,

of the people and wateh the cities, ’ and the little ones may draw pictures with their
Explain any unusual words of the lesson, hljwli.ﬂ. ur. cut pictures with their paper, which
avoiding dificult and proper names. Some- Wil 100K like vegetables or animals,
times it is well to omit any explanation of words | SCIENCE AT HOME with THE MOTHER, Let the
which might mystify children, unless they ask the faithfulness of God to parents and to children be
meaning of the word. In the first verse of this remembered. The Golden Text has many lessons
lesson *reigned” and ““stead” would hardly | in its short seutence. A command and a prom-
beintelligible toachild.  The words *kingdom,”  ise ; it appeals to us. Everyone needs direction ;
“wroves,” and nouns in general have more signifi- | needs to be led. The way through earth would

cance and are more easily understood, be dark and lonely but for the Light and the
Guide,  He leads individuals and families if they
OUTLINE. will recognize him and depend upon him.
Sunday. Give the Attention Story, Bible les- e ——

son, and Golden Text, Use all the materials |
and suggestions which time will admit, The
niain idea is to get from this book, God’s word,
that which the children may be taught to rever- 'THE TEMPLE REPAIRED. 2 Chron. 24.
ence, The teacher will be able to give a con- 4-13.

nected story with some great moral truth which
has spiritual depth and strength, The per-
sonal element is such a power in putting truth
before little children that the individual teacher [
must have from the source of life himself that

LESSON IIL.  (October 16.)

GoLpeN Texr, “And the men did the work
faithfully.” 2 Chron. 84, 12,

Primary Notes,

which will be the lesson aided only by the printed There was once a poor
suggestions, The new king obeyed the fifth | little girl who loved the
commandment. Make clear the thought that | church so much that she
God, who led the king because he was obedient [ was willing to give all her
and trustful, will lead each little child, The | | pennies to help it. It was

den Text, with some part of the lesson story, a poor little church, and
may be used each day of the week. The mis- when the people tried to
sionary spirit of the king is a topic connected with raise a sum of money to
the present day. Tell of the work of those who are | repair it the dear child said

busy carrying the “glad tidings of great joy " to | she would help all she could. She Lad a mite
others, The soldiers helped. We all are help- | box, and she began to save every penny she
ful soldiers if we are trying in a brave spirit to | could get. She worked hard to earn pennies,
put away wrong thoughts, and if we refuse todo | and when one was given her she always hurried
naughty acts.  Asa knew that if the people gave | to her box and dropped it in. One day her
up praying to images and worshiped God, their | grandma heard her say that she did want a
spirits would be brave and strong. The new | canary bird very much. “Well, Mary,” said
king wished to have the people learn what God | grandma, “why don’t you take money enough
would have them do, for praying and doing go out of your mite box to buy a canary *"*  Mary
tocether.  Reading God's word makes the mind  looked at her dear grandma insurprise.  * Why,
clear and bright. The results of right doing  grandma !’ she cried, * don’t you know I can’t
may be explained with simplicity, and in all spend a single cent while I have that church on
these thoughts the 8pirit applies the truth to the  my shoulders?” The lesson to-day tells of a
licarts of the little ones, good king who had a church on his shoulders,

Nareke Wonrk. In connection with the les-| Will you not find out how he got the money to

son story the country of Judah furnishes many | repair it »

topics for morning talks. How much of nature  Loving God’s house, Last Sunday’s lesson was
is in the cities® The cities of Judah did not | about loving God's—what? Yes, God’s word.
look like our cities, but we are sure that children | What king loved it so much that he sent men all
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through his kingdom to teach it? Did it help
the people to know God's word?  Can you think
of any way in which it helped them ¥ Now we
shall learn about a king who loved God’s house
so much that he wanted it to be all sweet and
beautiful.  Some people want their own houses
to be fine and beautiful, but do not seem to care
if God's house is old and poor, Is that right ¢
No, we should love God's house so much that we
would be glad to deny ourselves to make his
house a pleasant place.

Joash was the king of Judah who was sad
when he saw how the beautiful temple which
Solomon built about a hundred and fifty years
before had been allowed to fall into ruins.
There had been gome wicked kings since the
time of Asa and Jehoshaphat, and they had let
lieathen worshipers carry away the treasures

from the temple, and now, perhaps, even the |

very walls were beginning to erack from age and

neglect. Maybe the young king loved the temple |
_the more becanse his life had been saved by |

being hidden there when he was a little boy and
his wicked aunt wanted to kill him so that sh
might git on the throne. If you do not know this
story,, ask your mamma or papa to tell it to you
when you go home,

Working for God's house, Do you think the king
would be so rich that he could give all the
money himself to repair the Lord’s house? But
even if he had been rich enough to do this, it
would not have been wise or right. Joash
wanted to win the hearts of the people back to
the worship of God, and so he wanted them all
to do something which would make them think
about the temple, and feel that they had a part
init. So the king had a large chest made with
a hole inthe cover through which to drop money,
and set it outside the gate of the temple. Each

rGive Cheerfully\

RO |
’(‘&\'0 099“
cheerful giver?

, s MBS M Snas

day the chest was unlocked and the money taken
out, and it was not long before there was money

|
enough to make the Lord’s house hr
beautiful. How happy the people were
and do you not think the Lord was please
looked down from heaven ¥

How to love and work. We find in this siopy
| that the people rejoiced to give, God wants s
i to give gladly to help his work, and we shall o
| this if we love him, A little boy said to i«
| mamma, when she asked him to keep a it by
for missions, “I don’t want to give my mayey
to the old heathen!” There must be Jove iy
the heart to be able to give in the way God ks
to see us give,

[Teach * The Lord loveth a cheerful giver,” wnd
close with some fumiliar giving song. |

Kindergarten Hints.

KINDERGARTEN DeErArTMENT,  The 1
Repaired, 2 Chron, 24, 4-6, 5-14,

GOLDEN XT. ““And the men did the work
faithfully.” 2 Chron, 34. 12,

\ Amns 1o THE KINDERGARTNER,  Holy Bilile,
Chron, 2, 21; Old Testament History (Suitl),
l
ATTENTION STORY,

| Different kings ruled over the people, and Ly
| and by it came to be that a little boy was made
| king. His name was Joash, and he was seven
| years old when his turn came to sit upon the
| throne, 8o young and small! What could Je
do? He was king for many years, and his minis-
ter, the priest in the temple, was his fricnd,
This book tells us what kind of a boy he was,
[Read verse 2], ““ And Joash did that which was
right in the sight of the Lord.” He did richt,
That was a beginning which was good enough
for any boy or any king. Joash found that lLis
work was to mend the church (repair the temiple).
You see each person had his work to do then, gs
now. KEach little child has a place and a work
all his own. The new king told the ministers
and the rvnplf- to go to the cities and get money
to pay for mending the church. They did not
bring much, go the king commanded that a large
treasure box should be made and put beside the
gate of the church. Then he sent out word to
everyone that all should bring in a collection 1o
the Lord, and the prinees and people brought in
money till the box was full. This box was called
a chest, We will read the story here, [Read 2
Chron, 24, 4—11.[‘ Then the king and the minister

paid masons and carpenters for doing the work.
| [Read verses 12-14.]

Explain in simple language the meaning of
*“wrought,” ‘‘proclamation,” *‘abundance,”
‘ perfected,” ete.

OUTLINE.

On Sunday dwell upon the three great thoughts
of this lesson, which are: 1. The individual
work. 2. Giving unto the Lord, 3. Faithful-
ness. The latter subject is the topic of the
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Golden Text. Put yourself, your best self, into
the Attention Story. Read the Bible lesson from
the book that it may give authority to your teach-
ing and show to the little ones that all these
wonderful stories are in God's word, We wish
for the children that this best of all books
may be to them more interesting than any other,
The days of the week may have in the home and
the kindergarten the development of different
thoughts upon the topics of the lesson, The
people seemed indifferent to the Levites when
they would gather the money, but the people gave
gladly when they were to come and deposit their
offerings in the chest.  ** All the people rejoiced
and brought in and cast into the chest.” The
unity of service and the gladness, showing that
“it is more blessed to give than to re
are told in verse 10, Abundance of nﬂ«‘xilu\‘
is indicated in verse 11, for day after day they
brought money to put in the chest. Giving is |
a serviee, and little children may be encouraged |
in generosity.  They may be led away from any
tendency to selfishness or to gelf-seeking, The
carly life of a child is open and responsive to the
influence and the word of a teacher. Even her
smile as well as her clothing and her touch may [
be powerful for lasting good. |
For nature talks most interesting lu]:ivs:
ave given in verses 12 and 14; iron, brass, gold, |
and silver.  Tron and silver are quite different in
color from brass and gold, which are similar. The
appearance, weight, eolor, and uses of these
mietals are of much interest to children.

AN Work. A form is indicated in verse |
10—the *“chest.” Is this always oblong? Of
what it The children may shape
it in sticks and drawing, also with bl and
tablets,

made ?

is

SCIENCE AT Home with e Mortuen,
may be practical talks about faithfulne:
sellishness,

There
s and un-
The story of what Jesus said is sug-
gestive, “Thou hast been faithful over a few
things.”

A little child who is true to responsibility and
is fuithful in little things or in a few things will
be trusted in greater things, and will hear the
“well done™ in his heart now and have greater
reward by and by,

LESSON 1V, (October 23.)

ISAIAH CALLED TO SERVICE. Isa. |
6. 1-13.

GoLpeEN Text. “I heard the voice of the
Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will
goforus? Then said I, Here am I ;
Isa. 6. 8,

|
send me,”

SUNDAY SCHOOL

| was carrying glad news,

| “Here am I; send me!"

BANI

TER.

Primary Notes.

There

zood
news to carry to Cousin

was very
Ellen! Her dear son, who
was a soldier boy, had
been reported wounded,
and his mother was very
sad.  Early one morning
the word came to Emma’s
papa that it was all a mis-
take—that he had not been wounded, but was
well and happy. “ Let me run quick and tell
Cousin Ellen,” eried Ella, and papa said she
might.  How happy she was as she ran along the
shady street in the early summer morning! She

and it made her own
heart glad to think how happy Cousin Ellen
would be, There is always good News to carry
to some one in this world. Do you want to he
one who helps to ea it! Ourlesson to-day is
about & man who was alive long, long before

Jesus came, who said when he heard there was
work to be done, * Here am 13 send me,” Who
wants to hear what the work was and who was
ready and willing to do it ¢

Ready to sorve. 1t is pleasant to carry good
news. It isnot so easy to carry bad news. When
little Robbie was run over in the street one day
no one wanted to go and tell his mamma! Do
youknow why ? Beeause it would make her feel
50 badly.  What kingdom have we been studying
about lately ¥ Yes, the kingdom of Judah. Who
can tell the names of the good kings of Judah ?
What good work did the one we learned about
last Sunday do?  [Show a mite-box to recall the
lesson. | There were always people to do wrong—
to go away from God, just as there are now, It
was true then, as it is true now, that going aw ay
from God leads to great trouble and misery. The
people of Judah kept going farther and farther
away from God. They did not stop to think
what sin would be sure to do for them, and now
God wanted some one to go again and warn
them. It was not a pleasant thing to go and tell
people that God would have to send awful
troubles upon them, was itY God looked for
some one who was ready to do thisservice, [Read
from the Bible the Lord’s call.] Do you think he

| would find some one ready to go and do the hard

work. Y

there was one who said quickly,
We will print his
name on the board. You may spell it as the let-
ters are made—I-S-A-I-A-I.  [Make word pic-
ture of this fine young man—a prince, a priest,
a poet.  Now he becomes a prophet-ready
to go where he is gent and to speak what he is
told.]
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“ Heve wm 1) Have you ever thought how
many things there are to do in this great, busy
world? There is something for each one to do;
and the reason that so many things are not done
right is that very often the one who ought to do
them is not ready to serve, but, instead of say-
ing “ Here am 1,” says, ‘“‘Send some one else.”
Let us think a little about the kinds of work that
God is calling his children to do. There are
hungry people to be fed, thirsty who need a drink,
naked to be clothed, sick to be visited, and sad
hearts to be comforted. Little children can help
to do all these things. Iad you thought that
the self-denial pennies you put into your mite
box went to do just this kind of work ? I will tell
you how. The good missionaries find the hun-
gry and thirsty and naked and sick and sad
waiting for some one to help them, The mission-
aries are able to go and do this kind of work be-
cause good people give the money to send them,
and so even your little pennies are helping to do
the very kind of work that Jesus said we should
do. 1If alittle child can do nothing more, he can
gather self-denial pennies to help on the Lord’s
work. Have you said, ** Here am 1?9

The story of the cross.  But there is a story that
every child can tell as soon as he has learned it,
and that is the story of Jesus, who died on the
cross to save us all.  This is the very best news
that ever was told, and so it ought to be easy to
tell.  Every child may tell this sweet story. IHave
you learned it 2 If you have, do you know some
one who does not know it yet? Maybe you can
bring that one to the church and Sunday school,
where he can learn it too, and begin to tell it !
Will you say to this call, “ Here am It send me?”

: He Savedjon'lehs

r

|

SEND

Kindergarten Hints,
KINDERGARTEN Deprarrsest,  Isaiah Called
to Service, Isa. 6, 1-13,
“For the Lord spake thus to me with a strong
hand, and instructed me that I should not walk

|
in the way of this people, saying, . . . neitlp
| fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.”  Isu, 8, 11, 12
|
| Gorpex Text. “I heard the voice of the
| Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who wij|
go for us? Then said I, Here am I ; send me
Isa. 6. 8.

Aps 1o THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bille,
Isa. 6. 9. Old Testament Iistory (Smith); /1
trative Notes (Drs. Hurlbut and Doherty).

ATTENTION STORY.

Not only kings tried to do what would please
God, but many of the people prayed often und
waited to hear the Voice speak in their hearts
You remember that sometimes we have talked of
the Spirit or the voice of God speaking to s,
and little children often hear the still small voice
in their hearts, [Talk with the children in 4
simple and reverent way of the Holy Spirit
gpeaking within us and no one else can hear,|
The Lord spoke to Isaiah and told him that he
was chosen to tell the people what would be Ly
and by, so that they might be all ready for i,
Isaiah loved God and wished to do what woull
please him, just as a boy loves his father and
mother and is glad to obey them, He lived in
the city where the great temple stood and where
people went often to pray. They knew Isuial,
50 did the kings, and they listened to his words
Though he lived in a city he was glad to go into
the country, and he knew 8o much of trees and
mountains that he wrote about them, and his
thoughts were so beautiful that his words were
too, and people liked to hear and to read them,
When the Lord spoke to Isaiah he was tanght
(instructed) that he should not walk in the way
where some people near him were walki
he should not be afraid of them. THere we rea
about it, [Read as much of the lesson chapter
as is printed at the beginning of this lesson, hit
read the words from the Bible, not from the
Joursar.] Isaiah was so glad to obey Gad
and to do something for him that he said this,
| Repeat after the teacher the words of the Golden
Text.]

|
In connection with the lesson verses tell the

children of God’s promises to instruet us, refer
ring to “I will guide thee,” ete,  The promise of
Jesus is that the Spirit shall lead us into ali
| truth.  Make clear the heartiness of Isaiah giving
himself.
[ OUTLINE,

On Sunday dwell upon the call and the re-
sponse.  You may be able to inspire many little
warm hearts to desire to serve our Father and
to follow Jesus, the Spirit giving to both teacher
and children great enthusiasm, ** Ilere am
for service, Talk with the children, not wholly f
them. When God says,* Who will go? " we will he
ready for missionary service, patriotism, little
errands in the home, or for whatever will help
others to better living. The Gospel message of
peace and good will touches home service, church
service, and service for our country and our
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SUNDAY SCH(

flag. The lesson is rich in suggestions for many
duys’ instruction, and is full of int

In the morning talks in the circle there may
be stories of those who said, *“Send me,” and
who have gone everywhere with sweet messages
which God gives to the weak, the sor - wial, the
lungry, and the tired people. The wold is full
of loving, helpful people. Another practical
thought is we are not to do what others do just
because they do it if it is not right.  We are not
to be afraid if people hat us, or ** make fun,”
for we may have true courage, Teach of moral
bravery ; it is needed to-day,

Narvre Tarks. Choose some of the topics
Isaiah talked about as found in Isa. 54, 10
(mountains shall depart; God’s kindness shall
not); Isa. 40. 4 (valley, mountain ; crooked and
straight way Isa. 40. 11 (sheep, dust); Isa. 40.
15 (islands).  An ordinary and large topie is in
Isu. 40.8.  The withered grass, the faded II(iwvrs.
all pass away now before the cold winter comes,
but God’s words are the same, and he cares for |
us yet. We have food, clothing, air, sunshine, |
and home. Even the squirrels, the beavers, and
all wild animals are taught of God how to pre-
pare homes and food when the grass withers,

HaND Wonk. Tlave the children represent
with their kindergarten materials some form
connected with whatever nature topie you choose.

SCIENCE AT HoME with Tue Moruer, The |
teaching may be of dependence and independ- |
ence.  While we must depend upon each other |
in the home (and this little community typifies
the greater in Church and in nation), and we
work together in unity and in harmony for and ‘
with each other, yet the beauty and the strength |
of individual life may be shown. Isaiuh was
with the people, yet his “Here am 7" indicated
his desire to offer himself ; to do his own work,
his very own.  God expeets this of us now,

|
7

(October 30.)
MESSIAH'S KINGDOM FORETOLD. Isa.
ll 1-10.

*The earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the lnxwl. as the waters cover the

LESSON V.,

GioLpEN TEXT,

"

sea.” Isa. 11, 9,

Primary Notes,

VOL BANNER, 637

—

‘ | meant.  Then Willie ran into the house ¢ rying:
* Mamma, I'm a king and Nettie won't wind
me ! She must, mustn't she ?”  Nettie followed
with a frown her face and said, * But,
mamma, a King must be good, mustn’t he, if he
wants to be minded * " Yes, it is the king who
is good that is most likely to be obeyed, and
Nettie was not so much in the w rong as Willie
thought. Our lesson to- day is about a King
who is always good and who is always worthy of
being obeyed,

There was a new king in Judah now, and he
| was a good man, named Hezekiah, He was very
sad when he saw how few people there were who
wanted to mind the gr King above, and what
trouble was sure to come upon them for their
disobedience and sin,  One day the prophet
Isaiah came and told the king something to
comfort his heart. Do you remember who
Isaiah was? He was the good man who said,
“Mere am I; send me,” when the Lord wanted
some one to go and do his errands. Do you
| think it would comfort the sad heart of the king
to hear that there was a good time coming ?
There was once a poor girl who loved Jesus and
served him with all her heart., She was sick
| nearly all her life, but she never complained,
and when at last she became blind and could no
longer go out of her poor little room, her (riends
| thought it would surely be hard for even her
faith and love to bear. But this was what she

[ said, ““O, Lam happy all day long, thinking how
lnuumrul it will be up there when I can see the
King in his beauty !

Isaiah told of the coming of a King to the
earth who should make it a good sweet place to
live in.  Hesaid that when this King came even
the wild animals wonld be peaceable, A wolf, a
| fierce hungry wolf, would live with an innocent
| little lamb, and never think of hurtingit! What
a wonderful time that will be! For if wild beasts
are so kind to one another, surely men cannot hurt
and destroy one another! Do you think there
will be any more war when this King has really
come? Will there be quarrels and fault-finding
| and fretting when things do not go to please us ¥
Let us make on the board a scepter. That is
the sign of a king's authority, We will print on
the scepter the word which tells what his king-
dom is, [Print “Teace.”] Who can tell the name
of this King? Yes, it is King Jesus, But Isaiah
told this more than seven hundred years before
| Jesus came ! How did he know that he was
‘(mnhu:' God told him! You remember that

Isaiah was ready to do just what the Lowdl
| wanted him to do. He said, “ 8end me,” and he
| went where the Lord told him to g0, and spoke

the words the Lord told him to speak, In last

on

|
A lady sat by her win- |
dow and heard her chil-
dren playing on the lawn.
“How happy they are,”
she said to herself, smil-
ing, “and how kind to one |
another ! But soon there
came sounds of strife, and
(h(‘ mother llqtnnml again, wondering what it
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week’s lesson we saw that Isaiah had sometimes
to carry an unpleasant message, but the story he |
told King Hezekiah of the kingdom that was
coming was good news—the best that ever could
be told !

What does this lesson mean for us? Jesus
has come to the earth, but if he has not come
into our hearts, then he has not yet come to us!
He wants to come into every heart, and he will
just as soon as the way is opened for him to
enter,  When he comes he brings pea and
good will, The child to whom he has come will
not fret and pout if he does not have his own
way. He will have a little kingdom of love in his
own heart, and he will not want to hurt or destroy
anything, because he will be living in the sweet
kingdom of love which Jesus came to bring.
Who would like to live in that kinzdom?  Jesus
invites everybody to come into it.  Who will
come now?  [Sing * Come to Jesus, come now,"
and close with tender prayer.]

THE KING
o o

AND

Kindergarten Hints.

KiNnperGARTEN DEPARTMENT, Messiali’s King-
dom Foretold, Isa, 9. 63 40, 9-11; 49, 13,

Gorpes Texrt.  “ The earth shall be full of the
: of the Lord, as the waters cover the
isa. 11, 9,

Aips 10 e KiNpercartses, Ioly Bible,
0 49,
ATTENTION STORY.

The kings who knew Isaiah and all the people
were gurprised when he told them a wonderful
story of what should come by and by. e said
that the earth would be filled with goodness, and
people would know of God and of his ways be-
cause one would come who should teach them,

and he would bring to them peace and joy. He|
said that God had told him to comfort the people, |

and he told them that the one who was coming
was good and noble and strong, and he would

‘ care for all the people, just us a shepherd cares

| for his sheep, and he would be gentle and loving

| to the weak and to those who could not take ¢y
of themselves, e wanted all the people to kuoy
of it andto ('il” out in Jerusalem and everywiiop
that God was coming. [Read 40. 9, 10, 11
Then he spoke the names which Jesus should iy
called. [Read Isa. 9. 6.] And then he called fop
earth to be glad, and the heavens and mountaing
to sing. Isaiah had the same spirit of joy which
we have on Christmas morning when we sing
carols about Jesus who was born in Bethlehey,
The voice told Isaiah that the Christy morning
would come, surely come, by and by, and his
heart was so filled with gladness that this mads
other people glad too,  What a beautiful mes-
sage ! e was given this message and this sery.
ice because he said, ** Here am 13 send me.”

OUTLINE,

On Sunday talk of the joy of the messenger
being as great or greater than of the one who
hears it. The truth that * it is more bl 1to
give than to receive ” means more than ing
things or money. Make it clear that in spirit
Isainh is contemporary with each little child Jiv-
ing to-day who sings of the star of Bethlehen and
hears the minister read about the Babe in the
manger. Another thought which will appeal to
the child is, if he says, *Here am L, God will
teach him and show him his work, giving joy 1o
his heart as he scrves others for Jesus' suke:
doing service to others, but for him. The thought
of Sunday and the days following may be made
of permanent influence if we give vivid pictures
of the associations and the poetry of Isaiah, muk-
ing them clear and attractive to the imagination,
and thus touching the heart.

In verse 9 Zion may stand for a Christian
nation and Jerusalem for the Christian Church
These together call to the hungry and the help-
less that God is their friend and their strong
helper,

The prophecy of the Golden Text was con-
nected with the last command of Jesus when e
said, “Go, teach all nations,” This has bee
obeyed ever since, and this very day peoj
over the world are telling the message of joyai
peace.

Narure Tanks, ““ Who hath measured the
waters " (verse 12, chapter 40), and other refer
ences to water will be useful. Water is a prac-
tical, common, and ever-interesting topic.

“The waters  refers to bodies of water, and a
reference to drinking water is that of Isa. 55, 1,
*“‘Ho ! every one that thirsteth,”” ete,

Haxp Worg. The small children may muke
forms suggested by this nature topic, and may
fold paper ships, build water troughs for sheep
and cattle to drink from, and the teacher may
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thiak eeadily of other designs in conneetion with |
soue part of the lesson,

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
SeinNce AT Home wirh tne Moruer, It will Fourth Quarter,
be practical to talk of the growth of !\Ilil\\1|'l|"l"
in the carth,  Let the older children instruct and
entertain the smaller ones by telling them what
they know of the progress of science and knowl-
edge since the long ago days of grandfather,

SINGING,
** Praise him, praise him, all ye little children,
He is love, he is love
Praise him, praise him, all ye little children
He is love, he is love,”
Teacher, Let everything that hath breath praise
the Lord.
Children, Whoso offereth praise glorificth me.
7. Come before his presence with singing,
€. My lips shall utter thy praise,
SINGING. “Our Sunday Song.” [Puge 12 in
Song and Study.)

What was promised has come true, and knowl-
cige covers the world as the waters do the scas.
Tuke any one art or seience and think how it has
grown into our life, The printed pages ar
everywhere,  The telegraph wires and the cable
under the waves of the sea permit people to talk
to cach other when thousands of miles se P
theni This wonderful growth of knowledge in
the carth eauses us to revere and to love our
Lord, and the smallest child may say this won-
derful world belongs to my loving Father, and

[Before the opening prayer have the childien,
kneeling if possible, with clasped hands and
bowed heads, sing softly and tenderly @)

Gentle Jesus, meek and miid,

he gave us all these things,

Whisper Songs for October,

FIRST LESSON,
O Shepherd of thy earthly flock,
Thy little lambs are we ;
When foes are near we will not fear,
But we will rest on thee,

O Lord and Father of us all,
Thy little ones are we

In all our ways, through ali our days,

We will acknowledge thee,

THIRD LESSON,
‘We build the temple of our Lord,
Thy temple, Lord, are we ;
Help us, we pray from day to day,
To build it faithfully,

FOURTH LESSON,
Thy work is waiting to be done,
Thy messengers are we
When thou dost call, O may we all
Obey thee willingly,

FIFTH LESSON,

The world is waiting for its King,
Thy kingdom, Lord, are we;

O make us each so pure in heart,
That we the King may see,

Look upon a little child ;
Pity my simplicity,
Help me, Lord, to come to thee,”
Giving Exercrse,
| 7 How does the Lord like to have his chil-
dw n give?
. Gladly and lovingly,
I What has God given us?
€. #God 8o loved the world, (nat he gave 1
only begotten Son,
[While the offering is l»(ln" made the class
may sing or recite these lines

But our mites we gladly bring ;
Knowing that the blessed Lord
Will aceept love's offering.
e who saw the widow’s mites,
Hears the pennies as they fall !
From his throve in yonder gky
counts them all.”

|
|
’ “OTis hut little we can give,
|
|
|

Jesus sees an
Birupay SErvice,
SerpLEMENTAL TEACHING,

PREPARATION FOR LEsso
7. What are we here to leaen to-day ?
(', A lesson from God's holy word,
7. If God speaks, how should we hear ?
€', With earnest, ioving, faithful hearts,
Lessox Tavenr,
Crosing Soxa,
“Goad-bye, good-bye,
The time has come to say good-bye ;
Good-bye to those we love so well,
Yet ere we leave this happy place,
Where Jesus comes our souls to bless,
We lift our hearts to him in prayer,
To crave the blessing of his cave.”

—From Sunny Songs for Swectest Singers,

Ecno Praver, followed by ** Mizpah.”
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Beautiful Home !

*“There shall be no night there,” —REVELATION xxi. 20,
H. R. Paumes

1. There is a Home e - ter-nal, Beau-ti - ful and bngh'., Where sweet ]oys s
2, Flow - ers are ev - er spring-ing In thm. Home so  fair; Lit - tle chil - (lnn

3. Soon shall 1 join the ransomed, Far -yond the sky; Christ is my sal

per-nal Nev -er are dimm'd by mghﬁ~ White-rob'd an-gels are sing-ing  Ev -

sing-ing Prais-es to Jo - sus  there, How they swell the glad an-them, Ev - er

va-tion, Whyshould [ fear to  die!  Soon' my eyes shall be- hold Him  Seat -ed
—_—

a-round the bright throne; When, oh, when shall T see thee, Beau-ti-ful, beau-ti-ful l‘l(-nu ?

a-round the bright throne; When, oh, when shall I see thw Beau-ti- f\l] beau-ti-ful Home 1

up -on the bright throne; Then, oh, then shall I sce thu-, Beau-ti- ful beau-ti-ful Home?
N N

lnau - ful Home!

r—P—P—'g

L—

v v

7 ——o—H
Bright Home of our Sa - viour, Bright beau - ti - ful Home !
Beau - ti ful beau - ti - ful Home!
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STUDIES OF EMINENT MEN AND
IMFORTANT LIVING
QUESTIONS
& By Rev. » ; PRICE 75 CENTS

E.H.Dewart,D.D. o Net, Postpaid.

CONTENTS :
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g D

\\ hat \hml]nl
Teaching of the 1)]:]
the Great Prophets
Schools, and Dr.

Moral

The Last of

Theology in the Public
Dewart’s later poems,

Vigorous in thought and style, and sound and

Scriptural in its teaching, this book should be

widely and carefully read, especially by young

ministers and Bible-Class teachers,

UPPER CANADA SKETCHES
BY THOMAS CONANT.

With twenty-one full page illustrations,
lnhnhmphml in colours, and a colourec
outline map, portraits, etc. Cloth, $3.50

Pathfinding on Plain and Prairie.
Stirring Scenes of Early Life in the
Canadian North- West.

By John McDougall
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Illustrated by J. E. Laughlin.
Cloth, ... $1.00 ..

CONVERSE WITH THE KING
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THE LIFE AND WORK OF
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By Rev. D. W. Snider.
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Conductor'ssermons, **The Blessed Invitation™
and * Ihc Railway Sermon ;" also his popular
lecture, ** Life on the Rail.”
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The Gin Mill Primer

A Book of Easy Reading Les-
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J. W. BENGOUGH,

With Numerous Illustrations by the Author,

Paper, 25 Cents.
Perdozen, $2.00 ; per hundred, $15.00

““It is cleverly written and rlc.\ erly illustrated,
and parts of it may be profitably taken into some
of our text books."—Canadian Churchman,

“May be used as a temperance campaign docu-
ment, #o full is it of capital hits at the iniquity and
folly of the licensed liquor traffic."— Onward.

“Written in a simple but pungent style, and 1|
Justrated with Bengough’s inimitable pencil."—
London Advertiser.

““This primer is evidently meant to be used in
their plebisc nuumpuign and will be effective if
widely circulated.”—The Westminster.

Gold for the Klondike

OR GOD'S MESSAGE
TO THE MINERS...

Scripture texts and verses for each day in
the month,

By Rev. Thos. ason.
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¢ Religion in the Kitchen
N # WIFE'S GOT A &

;0\ SOUVENIR RANGE

a

N Men spend the larger part of a lifetime in store or office.

AN The average woman must needs give a generous share of her time to
N the kitchen. The chief article of furniture—and usefulness—in the
AN Kitchen is the stove. Compel the good wife to worry along with a
N fifth-ratq range, that is an eyesore as well as a mental anxiety day in
and day out, and you are fast cutting
short her lifetime.

When a SOUVENIR range is in-
stalled in the kitchen it is a thing of
beauty and a joy forever. Thesc
stoves are beautifully finished and
an ornament to any kitchen. Best
of all—the only stove
with the celebrated

AERATED
OVEN
they perform every detail
of kitchen work with a
completeness that makes
life in the kitchena source
of joy and happiness,
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‘anadian housewives
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/m “ oven.  Cirenlar giving particulars of con-
AN o test and a booklet describing very fully all the good points
4{)\ P » Souvenir will be given free on application to any of

geneies of Souveniv anywhere in Canada, or will be
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