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A Bedouin.

Our exceedingly spirited picture gives us a fine
f view of one of this remarkable race. The name
g (pronounced bed-oo-¢en) is from the Arab Bedaws,
g and means dweller in the desert. The Bedouins
are the descendants of Ishmael, the son of Abraham
| and Hagar. Concerning this son the angel, when
he found Hagar by the fountain in the wilderness,
B (Gen. xvi, 7-14,) declared the prophecy that he
should be a wild man, that his hund should be
¥ against every man and every man’s hand against
f him, and that he should dwell in the
B prescnce of his kindred ; also, that his
E offspring should be exceedingly numer-
§ ous, so that it should not be numbered
¥ for mutitnde. Through all the ages
¥ down this prophecy has found its fulfill-
I ient, Th ancient times the descendants
¥ of Ishmael dwelt in tents, as the Be.
douins do now, They were hardy,
brave, war-like, kept extensive flocks,
lived in wild and uncultivated countries,
and made frequent incursions for plun-
der upon the neighbouring nations who
dwelt in cities and cultivated the soil,
The same mode of life is still pursued
by their descendunts. They occupy their
old home, Arabia. They live in bands
of from two hundred to twenty or
thirty thousand, and move their camps
i from place to place as pasturage for
| their flocks or other considerations my
i lead. They despise” agricubure aud
trade, and subsist chiefly by their flocks,
The love of robbery and plu= ler is trans-
mitted from generation  generation.
Their hand is against all their neigh-
bours, and the hands of all men are
against them. Through all the wary
that have convulsed the nations of the
East they have never been conquered.
In the seventh century they were reached
by the preaching of Mohammed, and
accepted his religion. Under his ap-
peals their fierce, warlike spirit was aroused to
the highest heat, and they became a terror to both
Asia and Europe. They still continue devoted
Mohammedans, and attend strictly to the teach-
ings of that religion. In appearance they are
dark-skinned, with piercing eyes, They are of
medium size, sinewy, strong, and exceedingly ac-
tive. They are quite st home bn horseback, and as
riders are not equalled anywhere on the globe,
¥ In intelligence and morals they hold a low rank,
. They practice polygamy, hold slaves, and think
robbery of any persons except those of their own
race entirely justifiabie. Their highest virtue is

that of hospitality. Our picture rpresents a fine
specimen of the Bedouin returning from & maraud-
ing excursion, He is well laden with plunder,
obtained probably from a caravan which he and
his companions fell upon. Hc{ rides at full gallep,
as though apprehensive that a rescuing party were
in pursuit.
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Ir was the editor of one of our esteemed morning
contemporaries who once characterized n *gent”
as being the vulgar fraction of a gentloman,

A BEDOUIN.

Small Savings,

A large number of the public schools in France
have savings-banks in connection with them, which
are said to be very popular among the pupils.
Some may wonder whether school children really
care to save their pennies; but a little incident
will prove that the children really do make ue of
these banks.

A few years ago there were heavy floods in the
south of France, which caused great damage and
consequent disaster among the poor people. The
sohool children of Bordeaux gave for the velief of
the poor, out of their own saviugs in these school-

banks, the sum of two thousand dollars! Think
what a joy it must have been to these kind-henrted
little people to have a fund upon which to draw in
such a time of need |

In Jhe newsboys’ lodging-houses in_ our large
cities there are savings-banks, which grow in favor
with the boys as they come to be acquainted with
their workings. There is a great tamptation among
these boys to spend their earnings on fruits and
candies and theatre tickets, But some who have
ventured, and found it good to have a growing
capital, have not been slow to tell the
tale, and their example hag been produc-
tivo of great good.

There is a sorrowfu® story of a news-
boy who put his savings away in the
bank until he had accumulated three
buudred dollars. But, alas! the love
of money took possession, of hig young
heart and he yielded to temptation. He
was led to invest some of his hard-earned
money in chances. A# first he wen &
fow dollars. This excited him, and
when losses came he could not give up
the hope of getting back all he had lost
and more. And so the gambling went
on until his small savings were all gone
and he was left, penniless, to begin life
over again  Let us hops he learned the
lesson thut only hounest gains can be of
real use. 3

There is to-day on one of the streets
of New Yerk city a flourishing little
news and stationery store. The pro-
prietor is & young man with a good-face
and a general air of thrift. Only a few
years ago he was a news boy. He saved
his small earnings, and by and by set up
s news-stand. This has grown steadily
until now he has a fine little business.
It would have been very easy for this
boy to spend his nickles and dimes in
soda-water and tiokets to the “show.”
But he did not, and already he enjoys
some of the fruits of his self-denial.

‘Without small savings there would be no large
savings. The boy who says, “itis no use for me
to try to save, 1 have so little money,” will no$ be
likely to save when he has more; for wants are
sure to increase in proportion to the amount we
have to spend.

If any classmate has not begun to lay aside
somothing, ever so little though it may be, the
wisest thing he can do s to begin now.

o

Tiosr are marked forv ruin that are deaf to re-
proof and good coiinsel,
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Ofd-fashioned,

Y, Tam s bt obl-tashtoned —
M chaldeon tell e sy,

But I ean’t help lovin ihe gaod old wuys
They had in the long ayw,

When Taas o gond deal younyer,
Wher my bare was blaek as jet,

Betore the lines and ho wiinkles cama
And 1 wan my father™ pet,

Tho old chureh bymns - T love "em
Sung in the gowl old way,
*“Long Metre ™ and ** hullelnjah
And nary an organ to play
2'hey sing ‘em now <o funny
With n hoppity-skip an’ a jump,
While the organ-man sets gaspin’
An’ tryin® his bost to pump,

I like the old style meetin’
Where wo knew just what to do,

I declare, when I go to mootin’ now
I ean’t sit still in my pow,

I think tho Lovrd would be willin’

- To bo served without suclta fuss,

And I know he'd be much better pleased

If thore never was no church muss,

My children laugh and wonder
What makes their mother so odd,
But I tell "em I like the zood old way
Of praisin’ an’ servin’ God.
Yes, I am a bit old-fashioned ;
I like the straight-bucked cheer
An’ pot the ones they get to-duy
That come a0 dreadful dear.

All plusk an’ velvet an’ satin—
T own they'ro pretty to see,
But the good old straight-hack rocking cheer
Is always tho one for me,
My dartet laughs at the candlo
I tuke when I go to bed,
An' make such fin o’ the night.vap
I woar on iny old groy head.

Yes, I am a bit old-fashioned,
My heart’s in the good old dnys,
I love the things of the long ago,
A’ all the queer old ways,
But my soul looks ever onward
To the time when rest shall vome,
When my dear old man on the shining strand
Shall welcome me gladly home,

The Story of a Beautiful Girl.

BY ABBY M. GANNETT.

ON an afternoon, over six hundred years ago, in
Flovence, Italy, a shy boy, nine years of age, at-
tended a party 6f many children of his own age—
boys and girls. His name was Durante, but they
called him Dante. Like all sensitive children, he
found no pleasure in joining the sports, but in
keeping apart and watching the players. 1f any
one called out : “ Come, Dante, don’t stand moping
there ; come on, and join‘the funi” he would
draw still further away—perhaps hide behind some

© grown-up person, to look out on the play when he

thought he. would not be noticed. .

One little girl particularly attracted Dante. Heo
might first have npticed her because she wore a
red dress. Years afterward he wrote of red: « It
is & most noble colour.” Xt was one of the colours
of Florence—green and white being the others.
Young as he wns," Dante knew what patriotism
meant, for those wore stormy years in Italy, and
often large numbers of the citizons were called to
take ‘up arms—and even the very childven felt,
loyalty springing up in their hearts.

But soon Dante saw that the little gir] with the
red dress was a very wonderful child. It was not
because her eyes, deep with colovr and lights like
gems, and her pure, oval face, and her waving hair,
were beautiful-——he thought, indeed, he had nover
scen anything like these—but because she moved
snong the others with the sweetness and gravity

HOME AND sCiHOOL,

levee, dil she leave  her
heaveuly  howe awhiie to jom n the sports of
earthly cluldecn.

Daute was born o Catholig, nnd, thevefore, was
tanght  that, next to Jesus, Mary, the Viegin
Mother, was the most raciant being that hod ever
Llesscd our carth,  He may have felt that little
Beatrice looked and moved as Mary must have
when a child, such was the awe with which she in-
spived him. e could on no account have spoken
to her; and i, in the games, she approached nearer
bim, his solemn eyes graw larger, and he held his
breath, with a deeper senso of the wonder of her
presouces,

After that day, little Danto seldom met Beatrice,
but the impression she made upon him was un-
changed. e could not have oxpressed it in words,
but the truth was that this child-~with her lovely,
thoughtful face, and her grave and beautiful ways
—stood for him as the sign of what is beautiful,
good, and true in the world, He had the soul of o
poet, and such a soul is deoply fnpressed by all
forms of beauty, bhocause thoy speak of what is
greater than all——the loveliness and holiness of
spivit,

When almost & young man, Dante met Beatrice
most unexpectedly one day upon the street. She
was now & maiden, and secemed to him more won-
derf1] than over. She was dressed in white, while
the flushing sunlight seemed to mnke her hair like
gold. As she turned her clear, deep eyes toward
him, she rermewbered him, and smiled. He was so
overcome with the vision, and what he thought was
her kindness in recognizing him, he said that it
scemed as if whatever was gross in him was washed
forever away.

By that time Dante had begun to take part in
the political life of his city, In it there was much
to arouse the less admirable traits of his disposi-
tion. 'The stern and unyielding spirit for whicl he
was afterward distinguished was being developed.
He knew what it was to feel resentment, hatred,
and revenge toward the party that opposed his own.
Yet, after he met Beatrice, there was n season when
he felt that he could forgive every enemy. Such is
the influence goodness and purity” have over the
baser passions, o

Two prominent political parties alternately ruled
Florence—the Guelfs and the Ghibellines, - The
former adhered to the Pops; the latter to the
Emperor of Germany, Danfe belonged to the
Guelfs then. It seemed as if ‘he were to have a
soldier’s career—that he even might be called to dio
fighting for his beloved Tlorerice. But ovents
proved how far difforent his fate was to be, and
thet, through him, Beatrice was to have immortal
fame, . ' ‘

They met but seldom, yot whenever he did see
her he forgot everything else, even Lis wish to
serve his city, as he contemplated her purity and
goodness. Once they met at a bridal party, where
she wore agair a dress of white. In the atmos-
phere of peace and holiness that surrounded her,
Dante for the first time had a sense of what heaven
might be. We seo that the influence came from
the character of Beatrice mich more than from
her outward beauty. Its purity, nobiiity, and
strength alone could have had enduring power ovor
a nature like Dante’s, '

Beatrice married. Dante took up arms, and we
hear of his brave fighting 1 the famous battle of
Campaldino, when the Florentines defeated the
people Avezzo. He returned to his city to he
crowned with honours. Beatrice died; bul the
vision of her goodness was unfading in his mind,
and he 4aid he would write of her such words as
had never been written of woman. He thought of

an angel eluld wiaht

her as w glovious spirit thut had rotarned to its
bearvenly homw,

ln merried, and children grow up arcund him,
Mo was made o chist magistrato of Florence. o
was sent oo a mrssion to Rome, This was the
turning-point in lis life, .

The Guelfs had split into two taotions - tlje
Biunchi or White ; and the Nori, or Blaok. Daunto
belonged to the Binnchi. While he was absont in
Rome, the Neri obtaindd aseendanoy, and he was
forbidden to return 1o Florence on ponalty of being
burned, This was a torrible strake, To bherexilad
fromt his home- from tho city ho had loved and
sorved, for a timo he knew not how long |

With other exiles, he made an inoffectunl af-
tompt to attnok Florence ; then he bocame a wan-
derer from city to city, until his death, at the age
of fifty-six years,

This is his sad story; and we can well believe
that he found no soluce from his brooding thoughts
upon his wrongs except in the contemplation of
that peaco and goodness of which Beatrice had
beon the ewmblem. The econtrast betweon tho
wickedness and strifo of the times and that spirit,
all love und sorenity, Lixed itself mord and more
upon his mind.

So he came to think of the life of man, sinful
and discordant us it was, and the life of man that
might be benclicient and holy in the thought of
God. It rose up before his mind as a mighty’
vision calling upon him to show it Torth to the
world. He resolved to write & grest poem which
should forever benefit his racu, ‘ '

Thus the “Divine Comedy ” tamo to be written.
The lonely, exiled poet, notwithstanding his wrongs
and sorrows, loved his fellow-beings well enough to

wish to heip them turn from sin and seck the life

of noliness. And wo may well believe that it was
the beautiful Beatrice who chiefly inspived this
love.

Dante shows us the three stuges of -man’s lifo on
earth’s that in which ho unrepentedly sing; thut
in which he willingly bears punishment in ordor to
purge away his guilt; and that where le has
begun to live the life of goodness, Theso ace’
culled the *Inferno,” the Purgatorio,” and the
¢ Paradiso.” ' ‘

In the first canto of the “Inferno,” the poet
tells us of-having been lost in a gloomy wood,
where he met the Latin poot Virgil, who offered to
conduct him through the dreary regions of hell
and up the steep mountain of purgatory. Beatrice

had come to him from paradise, and besought him '

to do this. Afterward she would guide Dante
through the spheres of heaven. 'This meant that
poctry, symbolized by Virgil; and heavenly wis.
dom, symbolized by Beatrice ; had inspired Dante
thus to unfold to man his lifo in its dilferent
phases, that he may be forover warned from evil,
and desirous of choosing only virtue.

“The part which Beatrice holds in the “Divine

Comedy™ is one cqualled by no other literary
work. Dante faithfully kept his promise, to write

of her words such.as hud been dedicated to no

other woman.

No true girl or woman, who teads of Beatrice in -

the ¢ Divine Comudy,” can fesl otheiwise than
geateful to tho poet for his noble eunctption, nor’
help longing to bring into ler own life’ something'
of the beauty thut marked this suintly charicter,

tTo makes her the personiliention of the highest

human and divine qualities. ' She is supernal

beauty and holiness ; yot we alwags vecognize the -

pure girl who awakened tho rdverence of Danto in
his early days in Rlorence. © R

We seo how rard add angelié mist have bedan thé'
spirit +that in thoss dark and ‘turbuléut yehes of -

-
Y
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their city hud power to set this ineffisceablo seal on
his stern heart.  Aftor bie bus prtuved the tervors
of hell and the trinis of purvgatory, he briug.
Bentrice before us o transeendent spivit. of loveli-
ness and light; and in their upward jsurney
through paradise, those awful secnes of the lower
realms are forgotten.  Twen so the girl Beatrice
must hnve shown hofore Dante, iu the midst of the
wrong and woe that clouded their fair city.—
Our Youth,
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Maize and Tobacco.

Tk Tndian corn looked over flhio fenca,
And what do you think he spied 2

A field of tobacco just ready to bloom
And strotehing in loadly pride,

'0 his broad-leaved neighbour at onco he called,
In accents loud aud clear,

I thought you bolonged to a suunier climo—
Pray, what aro you doing here?

So thon, with a haughty air replied
The plant of power and pelf,

You are pleased to ask of my business, sir,
What do you do yourself ?

I feed the muselo and blood and bone,
To make our farmors strong,

And furnish blyod for the little ones
Thut round thoir tables throng.

I move in o somewhat loftier sphere,
T'ho foreign guest rejoined,

As u choson friend and compazion dear
Qf men of wealth and mind.

T’m the chicf delight of the gay young spark
O'er the wise, my sway-I hold,

I Inck in the book-worm student’s cell—
In the dowager’s box of gold.

Thousands of hands ot my bldding work ;
Millions ot coin I raize—

He coased to speak, and in angry mood
Responded the tasseled maizo t—

-

You'rs in seeret league with dyspeptic ills—
A nierciless traitor band,

With clouds of stnoky you pollutoe the air,
With floods of slime the land.

4

You tax the necdy labourer sore,
You guicken the drunkard’s thirst,

Yon exliaust the goil—and I wish you'd go,
To tho pluce whonee you came at first,

The Portuguese Trouble.

Wirmn the past fow years a very enger rivalty
hos grown up betweon tho European nations to
aequire or increase possessions in Africa, and this
rivalry has more than once endangered peace be-
tween them.

If & map wero made of Africa asitis to-day, it
would reveal that portions of thut continent are
occupied by at least soven European nations, and
that these occupations have increased rapidly within
a short periord. . ‘

The most recent collision between two European
states over African torritory, is tho very serious
one which has arisen in South Central Africa,
bstween England and Portugal.

" Both these countries have long held certain por-
tions of territory in that part of the * Dark Con-
tinont” As long ago as the fiftconth century,
Portugnl discovered the island of Madeira, and the
consts of -Sonegal and Gtuines on the West Alfrican
coust. About 1500, the same power planted settle-
ments on tho const of Mozamnbique, on the south-
* cast side of the continent. .

As o consequence of these discoveries, Portugal
to-day holds possession both of Mozambiquo on
the east, and of Angolau and Bengueln on the
~ ~st. .

Botween thess two colonies, in tho central part
of the continent, thore-lies & vast extent of ter-
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ritory, drained by the Zambesi and Shire rivers.
tewhoy to Lake Nyussa on the east, and in-
lubtted 1y savage and warlike races--notably the

Makalolos, It is the territory lying north and

south of the great Zumbesi River, which is now
' the mam subject of contention, a part of which ju
, elled Mashonaland,

Portugal lays ~laim to the discovery of this
territory —to its occupation for centuries—oand
points to the facts that it has been explored by
Portuguese travellers, hag beon the field of Portu-
gueso missionaries, and was eeded to Portugal by
the native rulers more than two hundred and fifty
years ago,

The English, on the othor hand, declaves that

| the country was first fully exploied by Living-

stone and other Dnglishwnen; that Portugal has
never madoe permanent settlements in the terri-
tory, or taken real and effectual possession of it ;
that Inglish missions Fave long been established
thecein, ond that English enterprise has been

counbry,

Several months ago & British consul, #r. John-
ston, proceeded to the Zambesi River for the
purpose of ‘establishing Englisk influenee in the
country between that river and Lake Nyussa.
‘While there he made treaties of alliance with the
chiofs of the Maknlolo tribes on the banks of the
river.

Accordingly these tribes hoisted the British flag,
and thus seemed to acknowledgo that they had con-
sented to come under English rule.

But soon after, a Portuguese officer, Major Serpa
Pinto, appeared upon the scene, at the head of nine
hundred soldiers, armed with rifles and Gatling
guns, This expedition met that of Consul Jok.
ston, but no collision occurred between them.

The Portuguese, finding the Englishman uhead of
him, returned %o the coast for reinforcements, and
then returned to the Zambesi, He formed a camp
on the frontier of tho Mukaloios, attacked the
tribes with his rifles and caunon; and, among
other spoils, captured two English flags. The tribes
thereupon submitted to him. ‘

This act on the part of Serpa Pinto at once
aroused the indignation of the English Government.
which promptly demanded reparation for it. At
the time this article is written, this demand has
not been complied with, and the relations between
the Lwo countries are much strained, there being
dunger that war may Lreak out botween them as
the result of the quarrel.

It is probablo that in the end, by peaceful means
or otherwise, the disputed territory will fall into
the hands of Iingland, as the stronger power.
Portugal can hardly hope to hold her own againso
the English navy.

I this turns out to be tho case, we may oxpect
to see the South African possessions of the Eng-
lish extended from the Transvaal up to Lake
Nyassa, and probably even north of that to the
great Lako Taunganyiks, which was discovered in
1858, by Speke and Burton.— Youth's Companion.
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Tribute o the Bible. )

Te famous French monk, orator, and scholar,
Lacordaire, writes to & friond : “I have read the
Biblo for thirty years, and every day do T discover
in it new lights and now depths. " How different
from tho word of manl Zhat is exhausted at a
gingle draught, but thie word of God is & bottom-
less abyss. Whon I read-the Gospels, every word
geem to be like a flash of lightning, and gives me
new consolation. Paul's Epistles, too, enchant me
with theiv truth. . They are an ocean, of which
God alone is the shore.”—A3lemoirs.

actively engaged in settling and developing the |’
Al

The Restless Boy In Church,
How ho turns and taists
And huw he persists
*In rattiing his hoels
How nnea-<y he fedls,
Our wide awake Loy in church

They carneat and still
He attends with o will,
‘While the story is told
Of gome horo bold,
Ous daar, thoughtful boy in charch,

But our glad surprise
As his thoughtful eyes
Are turned in despair
At ha twitohes tha hair
Of his little sistor i church.

Still each naughty trick flics,

At a look fram the eyes

Of his mother 2q dear,

Aud thinks heat fo ait near
Hor mischiavous boy in clinvch,

Another trick comes
Yen, his finger ho drums,
Or hia *kerchief is sproad
All over bis head—

And still we tako him to church,

He’s tronblesome? Yes

T’'m bound to conféss,

But God made the boys,

With tholr fun and sheir noise,
And ho surely wants them ia church,

Such children yon know,

Long, long years ago,

Did not trouble the Lord,

Though his disciples were bored, _
So we'll keop them near him jn Church.

A Tree Talk,

Waar & wonderful thing = tres isl A live
thing—a useful thing—a beautiful thing—and so
common that we scarcely {hink of it as a wonder
at all.

Think of the great families of trecs—the maple,
the beech, the birch, the hemlpck, the spruce, the
oak—and so on and on. So many alike, and yet
each one different | What a world of wonders |

In the human family there are oddities, you
know, and so in the tree family. -

There is the whistling tree, for instance. It
grows in the West India Islands. Xt bears pods
with open edges, and the wind passing through
them makes the whistling sound which gives the
tree its name.

Then there is the cow tree, which yields a delicious
creamy milk. This tree grows in South Americs,
and often looks like a dead tree, but if it is tapped
the milk will flow out freely. Sunriss is “milking-
time,” when the natives come with their jugs, and
£ill them with the sweet, nourishing fluid.

Now, if only the bread-frait tree grew near the
cow tree, what a land that would be for little lovers
of bread and milk! But this tree is found in the
South Sea Islands, The fruit, locking like round
balls, about as big as a baby’s head, is baked just
as we bake bread, and comes out looking and
tasting like sweat, new bread. -

* Theve is # sneeze'wood tree, a native of South
Africa, which cannot be out or sawn without
causing violent sneezing,

Then, in India, there is the sorrowful tree, which
blossoms only in the night; in Central America,
the hand tres, which has flowers shaped like &
hand, with the fingers spread out ; the grease tree,
in Chinn, from which beautiful candles are made;
and in our own country the teothache tree, so
named beeause the bark is a cuve for toothache.

These are by no means tho only strange in-
dividuals in the great family of trees. What n
pleasant study it would be to search them all out!
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Spiritual Longings,

Jusps, my Saviour ! apeak
To this dead soul of niduo!

I eome, and with aubmissioy seok
Th gift of love divine,

Jezas, my Savieur | ghed
On my dark soul the ray,

That whilo the thorny path I tread,
sy not loso the way,

Jesus, my Saviour ! break
The chains of earth and sin,
And freo and blest, let me nwake,
Thy glorious smile to win.

Jesus, my Saviour { give
The strength I daily need ;
Diwell thou in me, and bid me live
In thee, my strength indeed.

Jesus, my Saviour! see
How weak and faint I lie,
And bid me nearer coms to thee,
And be forever nigh,

Jesus, my Saviour ! now
Helpless and poor I roamn ;

Beneath thy cross I humbly bow,
Ol | lead me safely, home.

—
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A Great Qpportunity,
BY THE REV. J. B. C. BAWYXR, D.D.

AvL of the International Sunday-school Lessons
for the year 1890 are from the Gospel of St. Luke.
The prospect of a whole year devoted to the study
of the life, character, and atoning work of Jesus,
is a most inviting one, Such a year’s work pre-
sents a most sublime opportunity—the grandest, it
scems to me—that Sunday-school workers have had
since the International Committee commenced its
Labours. .

The Gospel according to St. Luke is a happy
seloction for the basis of such a year's study, It
gives ug the picture of the childhood of Jesus; it
1 ugers lovingly over the human traits of our Lord ;
it contains the pearl of his parables, and the con-
version of the penitent thief; and it was written
by the friend and companion of the great Apostle
to the Gentiles,” so that it has sometimes been
styled “The Gospel of St. Paul.”

The Gospel itself should, of course, bo carefully
and prayerfully ve-read, and in connoction with it
the Acts of the Apostles, by the same amuthor, in
. which the beginning of the work <f the ascended
Christ is recordel,

A great varioty of helps
for the work of the year will
ba suggested and provided by
the various Sunday-school so-
cicties and publication-houses,

Read, or rewread, a good
“Life of Ohrist.” Goikio's
and Farrar’s are woll known,
and easily obtainable.

Tho little book of Thomas
Hughes', on “The Manliness
of Christ,” can be read in an
hour or two, and will make
tho teacher’s methods more in-
teresting for the whele year,
in most cases,

Far the scenes and sconery,
the manners and customs, of
tho Hely Land, read *The
Land and the Book,” by Dr.

. AN
SRR

W. M. Thomson. Nothing

ietter of its kind has yet been
published.

First of all, 1ast of all, chief
of all, is the study or the Gospel itself, in both the
common and the revised English versions. Carry
a Now Testament in the pocket. Road the Gospel
again and agein. Mark the passages selected for
the lessons.  Opposite to each put the date of the
lesson, and the memoranda concerning the paraliel
pussages in the other Gospels, or any other illustra-
tive Scripturcs, Commit the themes to memory.
Commit the golden texts to memory, Commit the
lessons to memory. Iven the last can eesily be
done, -

To make the personal Christ real to one's pupils,
two things are fundamentally necessary :—

1. Great familiarity with the Gospel narrative.

2. Deep personal acquaintance with him.

What a year it will be, from the announcement
of the forerunner to the farewell words of the as-
cending Lord ! A yeéar with Jesus, in Bethlehem
and Nazareth, in the temple, in the streets, in the

fields, in the fishing-boat, by the bier of the widow's |

son, and by the bedside of the ruler’s daughter,
serving him with Martha, and sitting at his feet
with Ma.y, gazing on the glory of his transfigura-
tion, witnessing with reverent and grateful sorrow
his mysterious agony in the garden, brooding in

‘contrite affection over his passion, and then re-

joieing as we hear the sugels say at the mouth of
the vacated sepulchre, © Why seek ye the living
amoang the dead? He is not here, but is risen 1 ”

How our hearts will burn within us as we walk
with him to Emmaus, and again he will eat with
us who have so often feasted with him ; and as we
stand on the Mount of Ascension, we will rejoice
that he went away from a few that he might ever
Le present with them and with all, through all
ages, everywhere, to hallow all our toil, to comfort
us in all our trials, to sanctify every scene, to draw
the veil from Nature’s mystic meanings, and make
our daily life an apocalypse of Himself

Our Children.

CHILDREN are the saivation of the race. They
purify, they elevate, they stir, they instruct, they
console, they reconcile, they gladden us. If, in the
faults which they inherit, they show us the worst of
ourselves, and so move us to a salutary ropentance,
they also stimulate our finer qualities; they cheat
us of weary care; they preach to us, not 80 much by
their lips as by their innocence ; their questions set
us thinking, and to better purposo than the syllo.
gisms of philosophers ; their helplessness makes us
tender; their loveliness surprises us into pure Jjoy.

A child is a sunbeam on a winter sea, a flower in

LESSON PICTURE,

MABRCH 16,—THE DRAUGHT OF FISHXS,~Luke v, 1-11,

o prison garden, the music of bolls over the noise of
a great city, a fragrant odor in a sick room. If any
one thinks this exaggerated, I am sorry for him,
It is literally true for me, and for tens of thousands
whe have far more right to it. My chilly friend
need not have my joy if he does not believe in it, or
care for it ; I will not force it on him. But he
shall not take mine from me,—Biskop of Rochester,
in Good Words.

@

Lesson Picture.

Tuis picture is » copy of one of the famous cat-
toons of Raphael. It has been justly remarked
that the hoats are too smail for such stalwart
fishermen, but the limits of space in the picture
doubtless led to that error. The vigorous drawing
of the figures is greatly commended. The cut
illustrates the lesson for March 16,

P
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Saved by a Sheep.

ON the 4th of May, in the year 1795, *when
George the Third was king,” there was at Ports-
mouth a wan-of-war called the Boyne, a vessel of
ninety-eight gune. Persons engaged on the shore
were that day startled by a terrible report, and
lovking out toward the Boyns they could see that
an explosion had occurred on board. The powder
magazine had exploded! 1Ina few minutes the ship
was enveloped in flames, and the people on board
secking the best means of escape. A large number
of persons lost their lives—some by drowning, in
attempting to swim ashove. At the moment of the
explosion a marine on board was seated in his berth
with his wife and child—a dear little baby-boy, a
year and eight months old, Finding all hopes of
escape to be in vain, the marine went {> the pens
where were kept the cattle for the food of the crew.
The animals, were of course, in a stats of wild ex-
citement and fear, but seizing a full.grown sheep,
the man tied his little boy to the creature’s back,
and dropped them both overboard, saying, ¢ There,
turn to the Jand, and God be with you.”

The wife now leaped into the ses, and the hus-
band followed and supported her. At length they
were picked up by a boat that had been sent out to
rescue the sufferers. At the same time the sheep
struck out for land with its precious burden, and
was rescued by the spectators on shore, who rushed
forward to meet it, and released the child. ‘The
little fellow was very soon restored to his parents,
little the worse for his strange experiences and
narrow escape from death,
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Jewish Synagogue.

ENTERING & synagogue, you would notice at the
east end, where in our churches would be the altar-
piece, or chancel window, a ourtain of silk against

the wall. You would know that this must be an
especially sacred spot, by the semi.circular spot
railed in in front of it

If you should wait until the time of service this
curtain would be drawn aside, and you would see,
within, a great chest set into the wall; at least,
that is the usual arrangement, This chest is called
the ark, in rememberance of the Ark of the Qoven-
ant in the tabernacle, and afterwards in the temple
at Jerusalem ; and the curtain or veil which hangs
before 1t may pub the worshippers in mind of the
voi} which separated the Iloly of Holies from the
Holy Place. It contains the sacred books of the
Law, ) :

e
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Jesus at Twelve.
Y THE RRY. WIM:IS P. ODRLL.

Tuk age of twelve was an important point in the
life of a Jewish boy. He entered at this period
upon the duties of n *“son of the law.* He was
presented by his father on a Sabbath in the syna-
gogue, and began to wear the *phylacteries,” It
was expected that he would at once learn a trade
for his own support, and take a man's-interest in
secular and religious affairs,

The visit of the holy family to Jerusalem, in
the spring. which saw the boy Jesus complete his
twelfth year was a very natural one. The law Te-
quired only the attendance of the father at the
passover, but the mother, in accordance with a very
general custom, and the suggestion of the great
Hillel, accompanied him, and the young lad was
taken with thems. It was the first time the latter
had been so far from home, and it was a marked
event in his carcer. Hitherto his experience had
been bounded by that narrow Nazareth valley,
but he had arrived at an age of considerable respon-
sibility, and was to lock out upon the busy world
for himself. .

The annual fersts at Jerusalem were occasions
of immense gatherings. The people came, as at
modern Easter times, in such numbers that accom-
modation could not he obtained within the city,
and they were obliged to live in the little succith
or booths, tempovariiy erected. The feast at the
passover lasted a week, and then the multitudes
started on the return journey. Large companies
usunily travelled together in a caravan, and the
procession was often of great length, It was not
particularly surprising that the boy Jesus was over-
 looked in the confusion of the departurc and the
§ first day’s march. That inquiry and search were

not made until the camping-
sround fer ¢he night was reached,
is & witness to the general good
conduct and chavacterof theyouth,

A modern day’s journey in
Palestine is about twenty miles.
The writer, o fev months since,
went aver the same route which
the returning pilgrims probably
took. He stopped the first night
at Sinjil, not far from Shiloh.
Doubtless Joseph and Mary made
about the same distance before
thoy halted, When all the party
erane up the absence of Jesus was
first detected, One may easily
imagine the anxiety and distress
of the parents. On the following
morning they hastily retraced
their steps to the city, but most
of the day must have been con-
sumed on the road. The second and third days
were given to diligent search. At last, in the
most unexpected spot, the lost boy was found,
Amazement was almost equal to the joy of dis-
covery,

Connected with the temple were apartments
used by the rabbis for school-rooms. The in-
struction given in the ordinary synagogue schools
was very elementary, At Jerusalom, the abiest
scholars of the nation assembled, and great interest
attached to their discourses and digcussions. In
one of the chambers adjoining the court of the
Gentiles, the learned doctors. of the law were
gathered, and Jesus, with calm, salf-possession, was
seated in tho midst of them, “hearing and asking
questions.” We may not know the nature of the
inquiries and replies, but we are assured they were
such as to win the admiration of the company.
Beecher has remarked, that “ where there are five
doctors of philosophy, there are not less than five
opposing schools.” It must have required remark-
able keenness to maintain a position before zo
many critical minds. It is not necessary, how-
ever, to suppose, as the Arabic Gospel of the
Infoncy claims, that Jesus appeared as a prodigy,
“expounding the number of the spheres and
celestial bodies,” or ‘““explaining physics and meta-
physics.” The subjects discussed were doubtless
sich as concerried man’s relation to God. The
doctors saw an eager, ingenuous youth, an earnest,
vivacious soul, awake to ardent interest in re-
ligious truths, .

The reply made to the reproachful question of
the mother is a vevelation, It is an oasis in a
dreary desert. It irstructs and cheers. Had Mary
ever told her child the awful mystery connected
with his birth? It is not probable. But the
words of Jesus reveal his own clear knowledge of
his origin. fle is conscious of his true nature.
Not Joseph, but the Eternai, is his Futher. And
so the tomple is a fitting place for him to tarry in,
and the weighty things of that law which defines
the creatuve’s duty are the proper subjects of-his
consideration.

With the light of this knowledge illuminating
his soul, why did-not the divine Boy enter at once
upon & marvellous ministry ¢ Great woulu have
been tte oxcitement and wonder which such a
courss would have avoused. But it would not
have been healthy. Spiritual truths would have
been obscured. Rank superstitions would have
cumbered the ground. It was best to wait. And

so the son of Mary, though awave that he was the.

Son of God, went quietly to Nazareth, and through
eighteen years kept the secret of . his nature and
dostiny. His self-restraint was a miracle. The

-unostentatious life as a Galilean mechanic follow-

ing the tomple incident was a witness to his
divinity. Only the superhuman could hold in con-
trol such transcendent powers consciously possesu d,
—3. §. Journal,

“Nothing for Me to Do.”
BY GRC, LANBING TAYUOR, L.H.D,

“Noruing for me to do 1"—Young Alexander,
Beheld Greeco bow before his conquering sire,
Aud Philip’s soul within his son awelled grander
Than Philip’s own, with young ambition’s fire !
* Nothing for me to do!” he cried, * My father
Will leave me naught to dare or undertake 1"~
And, ’stead of boyish bonst and glee, the ratlier
He sighed, as though his cager heart would hreak,

“Nothing for me to do ! "—Yet Philip's legions
Were trained as tools for Alexander’s haud ;
Ready to thunder o'er all Asia’s regions,
And do an eagle master’s great command !
That thunderbolt, the Macedonian phalany,
"Gainst which, in vain, the world in armour strove,
That crushed the Theban's might, the Prsian’s gay ranks,
Was only forged for Macedonian Jove,

“ Nothing for me to do | ” the drone, lamenling,
Yet scarce displeased, drawls ous his booby whine ;
A mere brute life his stupid mind contenting,
Unthiilled by fives that make man’s soul divine t
* Nothing for me to do 1" still young Ambition
Exclaims, in woe at others’ triumphs won,
Ere o'er us flames the blazing intuition—
That all great deeds leave greater still undone !

¢ Nothing for me to do 1" —The teils of ages,

The love of sages famed through earth and time,
Th' exploits of heroes graved on history’s pages,

The songs that awell with centuries more sublime—
What are they all but models for excelling 1

But heights that challenge strenuous souls to climb
Parnassus still bas pealzs where none ave dwelling,

Above where all the lyres of ages chime,

¢ Nothing for e to do | "--A whole world waited
Tor Alexander! Greece its stepping-atone |

So now a planeg waits its conquest futed !
New arts, new sciences, then worlds unknown !

Aye, nobler still, the knower mounts by knowing !
The doer grows the grandsr for his deed ¢

Time's transient flowers, in truth aud beauty blowing,
Sow all eternity ‘with blcssed seed,

o
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The Palace of Ice.

OmILDREN often think what they will to, and
what they will do, when they grow up; they build
castles in tho.air. They put me in mind of a beau-
tiful palace one reads of in Russia. What do you
think it was made oft Yce. You Enow the frost
is very hard there for a long time, for many months;
so they cut un immense mountain of ice into a
palace. There were beautiful large rooms in the
palace, a gate, windows, benches, tables, pillars—
all most perfect, just like a house of crystal. The
windows were stained, some 1l some blue, some
green-~all kinds of volours ; so th.it one going into
this palace would say it was t.e most beautiful
they had ever seen. It stood very well for three or
four months. Then the spring came, and the
thaw, and all went to pieces; and soon nothing
was found but a little dirty water. That was the
end of the palace.

And that is the way many of our great hopes
end. We think of many beautiful, bright things
we would like, and &l come to this. I could tell
the story of many a boy and girl, many a young
man and young woman, who found this. They
built to themselves » beautiful palace which they
were to enjoy, and before forty years liad passed,
it came all down about them, and nothing was left
but sin and misery. If I am speaking to a young
man who is building this sort of a house, I warn
him that it will soon come down. “Remember thy
creator in the days of thy youth.”
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In the Morning,
BY MARTAN®F KL ANINQIAS,

© But when the morning was now eome, Jests stood on
the shore * -~ Johu i 4,

Trey had toiled all night and vaught nothing,
But Jesun stoad on the shore,
In the giay glad tight of the morniug,
And his face was kind as of yore ;
So all their trouble was over,
And ended the weary pain
Of the work that wax unrewnrded,
And their hearts had joy ugain,

Ho looked at them all with pity ;
So hungry and tired they were,

And so sad with the lisappointment
That followed their toil and care!

But the Master gave them o morning
Sunny and glad and sweet,

With a harvest caughs from the water,
And a feast spread for them to cat.

We, too, have our nights of darkness;
But whenever the morning broaks,
And shows me the Saviour neac us,
‘ Our life & new gladness takes ;
; His cqming is alw s suoshiae,
And happiness, rest, and peace;
The burden of care is lifted,
And sorrow and sighing cease.

O Tesus, where’er we journey,
Grant that the way may end
With thee on the shore beside us,
. A pitiful, mighty Friend!
And then, as we fight with the waters,
Our Hearty shall with hope grow strong,
The morning shall bring us o respite,
With leisure for praiseful song.

We know there is yet boforo us
A more mysterious night,
But we safely shall pass through its shadows,
"T'o the shores of the lond of light,
And we cannot picture the glory
Aud the joy that there shall be,
But this is the best of heaven—
That there we shall dwell with Thee,

[ ]
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EpworthiE

Suggestioné for League Programmes.

—~The Metropolitan Chureh, Toronto, combines its
- literary programme with tho study of the Sunday-
- school lessans,
—Each member of the League in requested to write
an esspy on the subject: “In what way can our
Church be made the best refuge for those who de-
sire to escape the sinful influences of the world 7"
—At the Central Church, Cloveland, the Ieaguc
has decided to unite with the teachers of the
Sunday-school, and spend one evening éach week in
this.Bible study. No more important work has the
Lengue yet undertaker, und it is the purpose of
those huving this interest in charge, to magnify the
-importance of this movement, and enlist as large
& number as possible in a thorough study of the
! Bible iteelf. -
—One device for an Epworth League suoial is,
that every one present wear his or her name printed
or written in plain letters on the shoulder or breast.
All those whoge names. begin with the same letter,
speak without introduction, .
—/The topics on the books of the Bible have al-
ternated with informal talks by the pastor, upon
#The Bible, and other books.”  He.is showing the
1 religious phases of Longfollow, Whittier, Lowall,
Holmes, Bryant, and Etherson, The literary sub-
jects nre trented in -such a muxmer as to lead to
-Biblical research.
-—Have an evoning with the Scotch, IL.et several

¥
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short papers be prepared on varions pliuses of the
thetae, focludling elimpsed ot Seateh history, Titoen-
twie, custons, religion, and emment characters,
Sing the ¥ Blue Bells of Heoiland,” © Bonuie Charlie,”
* Better Rido 2 Wen,” ¢ Annie Luarie,” and other
favourites of the heather,  Vollow ths entortain-
meuts with refreshments compoved of churucteristic
Scotol dishex. What could atlord s more inztrue-
tive and eujuyabde programme? In like manner
pay your respects to the Bwmerald Isle, Germany,
Russin, Jtaly, France, the Land of the Midnight
Sun, oto, .

—Resolved, “That Tsane Wutts was superior -to
Charles Wesley g a saored poot.” The young folks
took hold of the tupio in earuest, and learned moro
about hymns and hymn-writers than thoy ever
know before. 'Tho September programme is on the
question of Dr. Vernon's book on * Amusements ;”
and reviows of Bishop Vincent's « Retter Not.”
—At Barre, Mass, the Leaguo held a special
sorvice in memory of the Rev. Horatio Donar,
the Scottish hy?nn-writer, who died last sum-
mor. A sketch of his lfo was given, some of
his sweotest hymns wero sung, and several of his
religious poems were read. ‘Lhe sorvico is worthy
of imitation, and might well bo one of a series of
such song-meatings, which should algo include the
Wesleys, Watts, Tate, Brady, Palmer, and Mont-
gomery,

—What are the “Daily Bible Readings” of the
Lpworth League,” and where may they be obtained 9
They are the portions of Soripture selected by the
International Bible Reading Association, and are
the same which are given as the “ Hame Rendings ”
in the Borean Lesson Series,

~~Thu Council is one of the characteristic features
of the Epworth League. Soon after the election of
the officers they should meet in cabinet session and
enter at once upon the work of the yemr. The
president will be cluirman eagfficio. The pastor
should bo invited to all cabinet weetings. One of
their first dutics will be to assign the membexs to
the departments for work. Each officor should
study the needs of his members and of his depart-
ment and of the League, and present his plans,
idens, and methods to the cabinet for consideration.
The council secures careful consideration of League
interests, and largely frees the public meetings
from discussions,

0

A League of Leagues.

Tho sixteen Bpworth Leagucs of Cleveland, O.,
are united in a City League, which is organized
upon the model of the local chapters, Its council
holds regular sessions for the purpose of considering
the goneral stato of the work in the city, Under
its direction Ieague mass-meetings are held, recep-
tions given to Methodist young people, and in
other ways the youth_of the denomination are
hound together for sovial and religious activity.

On December 11, an observer says: “Wo can
recomniond this departure from time-honoured pre-
cedent as successful in the highest degree.” Of
chat and jest and merry laughter thero was a great
deal ; but in no instance was there a breuch of pro-
priety or of good breeding. The pastors and their
wives wero out in force, and added much to the
enjoyment of the evening.” The expenso was com-
paratively trifling,” '

An observer would have beheld not less than one
thousand of the brightost and huppiest “Mothodist
young people over brought together. He would
have detected, in the recaptionsrooms and upon the
mein floor, thirty agreeablo young persons—the
thivd and fourth vice-presidents of the fiftesn
Leagues in the city churches—pleasantly engaged
in receiving and introducing. Not the Jeast strik-

‘people, but have felt tho noed of the Methodist

ing featuro would huve been the grand display of

Lpworth Lenges vibbons,  Over the badge neaty
everyhody had, by proviows 1equest, pinned g ne
eard, or ribhun, ¢ ptaining his or her namo—g Yery
huppy thonght, “nen it aided muterfally in oxtond
ing acquaintances. Two things wore intordioted -
refreshmonts and speeoh-making,”

League Work in England. 5 |

The Rev. Fdward Smith, o Wesloyan minister,
in London, England, has beon the instrument of
gothering o great and eurnest Mothodist Church i
a orowded quarter of that oity, Hs says of the
workers in his chargn: * Boys bave ringed together
and-have drawn other boys into the circle, and the
samo hns happoned with the girls, With wha B
modest pride do theso young people usher a yiew
compation inte the inquiry room ! With what o |
look of happy consciousness do the ohildren o the
Suanday escort a fresh recrujt to the seeretary’s |
desk! And when some guict member introduces a 1
friend into the cluss, there is a suffusion of pleasure ||
upon the features. The spirit of labour pervades
the whele church.”

The Epworth League in Hamilton.

Norwrrnsranpive the prevalence of lo grippe,
& successful mass-meeting for the inauguration of
the Epworth League in Humilton, was held in the
Contenary church, on January 17th, S, T, Lazier,
Q.0,, oceupied the chair. The pastor of the church,
Rev. J. G. Ross, B.A., Rev. A. H. Laivd, and Rev.
W. H. Withrow, were prevented by tho prevalent |§
epidemic from being prosent. But able and en i
thusinstic addresses wore given by tho Rev. Dr. i
Carman, General Superintendent, and by the Chair- ]

man, Revs. W, J. Maxwell, G. A, Mitehell, T, A, B

Moore, John Pickeriug, Wm. Morton, Robt. Camp- ']
bell, and W. J. Waugh and Seneca Jones, Esqs.
Dr. Canman delivered n vigorous address in his |f
well-known charactoristic manner, on the subject 1
under cousideration, “This is tho time to stop,” i
he said. ““Some say,  Move on ;’ but I say, “Stop.” |}
I mean that wo have gone as far as it is tigcessary
to go in the way of forming societies. We have
got our missionary work, our educational work, our
tract and literary work, und we say, ¢ Father above,
it is time to stop!” We have enough to.do. We i
have a meeting almost every night in the weok f
now. TUnless you are going to make sixteon days
in the week we cannot go on with the work now in
hand.  Wo have already organizations enough.
What we want is condensation of the work.
ifuch as we have done, we ave -only just begituning
the vast work before us. Christinnity is liko the
human heart. If living, it must continue to work
ceaselessly.  We are only at the beginning of our
labours.  Noble us ave our churches, grand as are
our organizations, there is an immense amount of
social, political, and educational work needed to bo
done in connection with the Christian churen.
With inany, experimentzl religion has been largely
o matter of feeling. To illustrate, the prayer-
meoting originated with John Wesley, whose object
was to bind members of the congregation together
for instruction, visiting the sick and afilicted, cte,
and the management of the finances of the church.
The spread of Mothodism was largely gue to the
fact that people were browght to the swarming
poinb by theso prayer-meetings. Other churches
have been organizing sccieties for their young

class-meetings. He had scen the need for an or-
ganization of the nature of the Epworth League
for some time past. Pastors have takon differont
wmothods, and the result has been confusion. So
numerous had socictics becomo on the other side,
that bishops und pastors had seen that the Church
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k. got n good. sight of her.
f mo through them gates, just afore t' rest o’ ¢ folks?
k1 want to get u good place, ye see.”

I date.

§ = thing ns that,
¥ hosn't gotten a more loynller subject thau John
f Stokes, not in all Yorkshive,
f in just afore’t! rest on "em.”

would b rent asunder if divisions, contentions,
wind dissentions, from this enuse, were pernited’ to
contmue.  Nenimz this, a convention was held in
Clevelond, aud the BEpworth  Leagae | formed,
Whatever sido is prominent in your fature, thero
the Church of God must come, and be » eodabourer
with you. Sowe think the Bible is n good book to
have around on Sunday, but is not wanted at oles-
tion time.  The Bible hns as wuch right in your
cleetions us anything elsa has.  {f you cannot got
rehgion intoe polities, you might ag well wipe out
the British constitution.” ‘

W.Jd. Wavau, Esq,, President of the Y, M. C, A,
in moving the following resolution, said he thought
that in the Epworth Leaguo was found the mising
link in chureh work. It was only cight wmonths
sinco the League was organized, and since thon
1,100 societics havo heen established in the United
States, and applications were coming in at the rate
of Gifteen or twonty a day :» '

W. A. Epwarps, Esq, seccnded tho resolution,
and spoke 11 its favour,

Resolved,~That having heard the objects and
methods of the Eptworth ‘League oxplained, wo
hereby heartily approve of the attion of the com-
mittee appointed by the General Conference in or-
ganizing this League for the spiritual and intollee-
tual benefit of our young people. We feel assured
that it will prove of inestimable service to all de-
partments of the work of the Church,

Addresses in favour of the establishment of
branches of the League were delivered by the Rey.
Messrs. Maxwell, Moore, Campbell, Mitchell, and
Pickering, all of whom seemed to favour the iden,

. particularly beeause of its condensing the numerous

organizutions of young people now existing in the

b Church into one general society.

The foregoing resolution was voted upon by the

L congrogation, and carried unanimously; as was

also the following, moved by Sencca Jones and

| seconded by the Rev. Robert Campbell, both gentle-

men making brief addresses in support of it :—
LRegolved,—That we, the representatives of the
various Methodist Churches, in mass meeting as-
sembled, hereby recommend the formation of an
Epworth Leugue in each Methodist Church in the
oity, and respectfully request the proper authorities
to initiate this movement at as evarly & date as
possible, R

" Queen Victoria’s Footman.

In the days when Princo Albert had come to
woo the Queen of England the crowd of people who
wished to catoh a glimpso of royalty as it prome-
naded upon the terrace at Windsor Castle was
greatly incrensed by reason of the general interest
in the-young couple. One day a Yorkshireman,

' who had determined to get a good look at the
1 Queen, appoared ab the gates by which the specta-

tors were usually admitted, and thus accosted a

¥ man, a footman evidently, who was at that moment

crossing ths court-yard :
“ Look here, John, Robert! whatever they call

k. you—-I coom from the country.”

“8o I hear,” said the footmar.
“Well, I've never scen ¢ Queen, and I want to
Now, can’t you just let

“Well, sir,” said the man, #1 don’t know whesher
I might lose wy place, you seo.”

% Nay, mun, thowll never lose thy placo for such
You cari say to t’ Queen that she

T nobbut want to go

x

S Well, come along, then,” said the man  He

HOV I Ay ND Scioo I,

opened the gnte nud
ruslied throngls.

tho caror Yoikdbivenan
As he did <o o 1der seemed o
stiilee him, and ho stopped to tender the footiman o
hadt crown,

“ No, thank you, siv,” suid the man; 9 we are
farhideben to tale fres”

“Take it, 1oun, taka i,

“No, thank you, sin”

The Yorkshireman seemied u foremost place, and
in duw time appeared the Queen and Prinee,  More
than that, conversing famrliza by with her majesty,
was the {ootman,

“Just laok there!” cricd the country visilor to
2 bystander, «He’s a laughing and talking to t'
Queen like anything 1 ”

“Who §”

“Why, t’ chap that opened me the gato—t! foot-
man-——him with the bluo coat and red collar.”

When the listoner’s laughter would sllow him to
speak he oxplained:

“Blue coat and red collav] Why, that’s the
Windsor uniform, and your footman is Lord Mel-
bourne, the Primo Minister §”

Py

NobodyI know,”

Abundantly Able {o Save.
¢ e will ebundantly pardon,”-~Tsainh lv. 7.

My brother, the Master is calling for thee,
Hin graco and kis meroy are wondrously free 3
His blood ps a ransom for sinners ko gave,
And he is sbundantly able to save.

Whoever receiveth the message of God,

And trusts in the power of the soul-cleansing blood,
A full and eternal redemption shall have—

For he is both able and willing to save,

Whoaver repents and forsnkes overy agin,
And opens his heart for the Lord to come in,
A present and perfect salvation shall have—
For Jesus is ready this moment to save,

At the Seaside; or, What Shall W
Build ? :

Four children were playing oa the sea-shore.
They had gatheved bright pebbles and beautiful
shells, and written their names in the pure, white
sand ; but at last, tired of their play, they were
about going home, when oue of them, as they came
near to a pile of stones, cried out :—

Ob, let us build a lwge fort; nnd we will eall
that ship nway out there an enemy’s vessel, and
make believe that we aré firing ennnon-balls into
her!”

“Yes, yes! Let us build a fort,”
of the boys, named Edward, .

And the two children ran off to the pile of
stones, and began removing them to a place near
the water.

“ Come, Anna and Edward,” said they ;
and help us.” ' .

«“Qh, no! Don't let us build a fort,” said Anna.

«Yes, we will build a fort,” returned onte of the
boys. “What else can we build? You wouldn’t

responded one

“ come

put o dwelling-houso down here on the waters.

edge?? .

“No; but I’ll tell you whiat we can build, and it
will be great deal better than a fort?”

«Well, what can wo build ¢”

« A lighthouse,” said Amna: “and that will be
just as much in placd on the edge of tho sea as a
fort., 'Wo can call the ship yonder a vessel lost in
the durkness, and we will baug out a light, and
divect her in the true way. Won't that be much
better than to endl her an enewmy, and build a* fort
to destroy her? , Sve how beantifully she sits upon
and glides over the smoofh water!  Her sails ave
Jike the open wings of a bud, aud they bear her
gracefully along,  Would it not be cryel to shoot
gzronc bulis into her sides, and kill the men who are
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op board of her? Ohb, T am surs it.would snake us
all feel much hiappier to save hor when in darkness
and danger ! No, no; let, us not build a fort, hut a
lighthouse ; for it is better to save than to destroy.”

The girl spoke with tendernese and enthusiasm,
and her words reached tho botter feelings of her
companions.

" 40N, yes,” said they, “we will build a lighthouse,
-and not o fort "

Yes, it is much betier to save than to destroy
life, Chink of that, children, and leb this teuth g0
with you through life. Be more earncst to save
than to destroy, Remember the words of Jesus:
“ Blessed are the pencemnkors,”—Children's Paper.

2
Lg

Girls of To-Day.

(31nLs of to.day, give car !
Naver sinee timo began
Has come to the race of man
A, year, a duy, an hour,
So full of pramise and power
As the time that now is hero !

Was thero & power so great s
To move the wl-cels of state,
To lift up budy and mind,
‘Lo waken the deaf and blind,
As the power that s in yout hands §

Hore at the gates of gold

Strong in courvage and truth-~

Stiired by 4 foree kept back

Though centuries long and black—
Armed with a power threefold,

First, you ave makers of men;
Then be the thing you preach L
“Leot.your own greatness teach |
When you mothers like this wo see
Men will be strong and free ;
Then, and not till then |

Second, sitice Adam fell,
Huve you not heard it said
That men by women are ied 2
True is the saying~true !
Sce to it what you do !

See that you lead them well,

Third, you have work of your own !
Maid and mother and wife,
Look in the fucc'oflife !
These are duties you owae the raca
Outsido your dwelling place ;
There is work for you nlone !

Maid and mother and wife,
See your own work is done!
Be worthy a noble gon !.
Help men in the upward way !
Truly a gitl to-day ‘

Is tho strongest power in fife,

How Christ Should be Received,

ONk evening Charles Lamb and somo of his
friends were conversing on the probable effscts
upon themselves, if ‘they were brought face to face
with the great and worderful dead.

“Think,” said one, “if Dante were to enter
the room! How should we meut the man who had
trod the fieky pavement of the Jnferno,; whose
oyes had pierced the twilight, and breathed the
still, clear air of the mount of the - Pugatorio,
whose mind had contemplated the wysteries of
glory in the higher heavens?” .

¢ Or, suppose,” suid another, “that Shakespéare
were to come?¥

“Ah!” stied Lamb, kis whole face brightening,
“how I should fling my arms up! How we should
welcome him, that king of thoughtful meu!”

“ And suppose,” said anocher, * Christ were to
enter§”

The whole face and attitude of Lawb were in an
instant changed.

«Of cqurse,” he said,.in 4 tone of déep solemnity,
“wo should fajl upon our knees.”—S‘tmdqy .af
Homae.

Never in all the-lands L

You stand-in tho pritle of-youth,. . & - -
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A Snow Parable.

SorrLy falls the anow and slowly, slowly,
O'er the sohitudo of wold and hill ;

Winda are breathing desolate and lowly
Whore thie woearied workd is lying still,

Like & cloak of pardon and remission
TFalls the snow on city, den and streot -

Tinblem of the contrite hoart's condition,
Earnest of forgiving love complate.

Where the sin and sadnoss are unsleoping
Lies a purity which is nob theirs;
Thro' the night there comos a sound
weeping,
Thro' the night there comos a voice
prayers,

of

of

All the dismal blackness of the city
Lies enshronded with a perfect white:
QGod in wonderful eternal plty
Sends His snowy message through the
night.

Turn, O hungry souls that tire of sinning,
Take the peace which sarth can never
give !
Leave the by-gone for a new beginning,
Leave the dresriness of death, and live,

Softly falls the snow and slowly, slowly,
O'er the solitude of street and nart:
Hear, O Father! Thou art holy—
Lap its whiteneas on the sinner’s heart.

LESSON NOTES.
FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN LUKE.

AD. 27) LESSON XI.  [March 16
THE DRAUGHT OF ¥ISHXS.
Luke 5. 1-11.

Memory verses, b-11,

GorpeN TrexT.

Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt
oatch men, —Lake 5. 10,

Tiux.—A.D. 27. .

Prace.—The Lake of Gennesaret,

CoxxroriNg Lixxs, —This incident occurs
not long after the events in the previous
leason, e peopl. iy

ExpLANATIONS, — 7' e pressed upon
Aim~—He stood with hifegack to the lake,
and the conuhntly increasing crowd pressed
him to the water’s edge., 7'he Luake of Qen-
nesaret—Also called the Sea of Galilee and
the Lake of Tiberius—a beautiful sheet of
water in the northern part of Palestine.
On its waves, and around its margin, many
of the most wonderful works and words of
Jesus were wrought and spoken. 7'wo ships
—What we would call v,  Washing
their nets—Clearing them of tangled sea-
weeds. Prayed him—Asked him.  Thrust
out « little—Pushed out a short distance, so
as to be rid of the crowd of people, Left
Wm—\Vhen his sermon was closed,

unch out—Row or sail, Into the deep—
Far from shors, A draught—A catch.
Toiled all the night—2eter had been dis-
couraged ; but whate : Jesus suggested,
he was ready to do, Depart from me—
Peter does not mean, *“ I do not desire your
company ;* he rather means, “I dread to
be near One so holy aud so powerful.”
Thou shalt catch men—He was no longer to
be & mere fisherman; & great future was
dawning. Forsook all—Left their business
and their families, and, without counting
the cost, became Christ’s followers.

QuxsrioNs yoR HoMe Stopy,

1. The Teacher, vs. 1-3.
For what purpose did the people seek
Jesus?
Where did the crowd gather about him ?
What was uear by that belonged to fisher-
men ?
What were the fishermen doing?
What request did Jesus inake of Simon ?
What did Jesus then do?
What is said about Jesus as a teacher?
M“tt" 7- 29.
2, The Miracle, vs. 4-7.
When through teaching, what did he say
- to Simon?
Of what failure did Simon tell?
What reason did he give for trying again?
Whitulxppened when tho net was low-
orad?

e, et e e

Upon whom did the fisliersnen eall for
help?

What afwwa that they caught many fish ?

What did his miracles prove about Jesus ?
John 3. 2.

3. The Disciple.;, vs, 8-11,

YVhat did Simon at once do and say?

Why did he so speak and act?

What other disciples were also astonished?

What promise did Jesus make to Simon?
{GGoldon Toxt.)

What did tho disciples do when they
cams ashore ?

Have you forsaken all for Chrlst’s sako ?

Tue Lusson CATKOHISM,

1, What did Jesus now do? ¢ Out of Pe-
ter's boat he preached to the people on the
shore.” 2. What did ho afterward tell Peter
to do? ¢*To sail out, and to begin to fish.”
8. What did Peter tell him they had done?
‘Toiled all night, and taken uothing.”
4. What did they gather? ** An astonishing
number of fishes,” 5. What was the effect on
Peter? *¢Jesus' power made him feel his
own weakneas and sin,”

DoorrINAL SugarstioN.—The divine call
to the ministry,

CATEOHISM QUESTION,

15. How wus the Redeemer conseorated ?

The Holy Ghost, who was signified by
the anointing oil, descended upon him.

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went
up straightway out of the water: and, lo,
the heavens were opened wnto him, and he
saw the Sfirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon him, —Matt. 3. 16,

LESSON XII
CHRIST FORGIVING SIN.
Luke 5. 17-26. Memory verses, 24-26,
GoLoxN TexT,

Who can forgive sins, but God alone 2—
Luke 5. 21.

Time.—27 A D,

Prace,—Capernaum,

CoNNEcTING LiNks.—The exact order of
the miracles performod in the first year of
Christ’s ministry it is not easy to give; but
we are to understand that the miracla here
narrated followed closely on the remarkable
scenes which we have studied during the
last three or four weeks.

ExprANATIONS,—A8 he was teaching—In
a private house, probably in an upper room.
Among those present were some learned
men and many of the common people, 7'he
poiver of the Lord was present (o heal—Thin
means that Jesus frequently interrupted his
own discourse to heal some ot the pitiable
persous presented to him. In a bed—A.
pallet, or rug, or mat. In the East there
are no beds like ours, Taken with a Palsy
—Smitten with paralysis. Went upon the
housetop—This might easily be done. Roofs
areliat in that country; some having a stair-
way from bottom to top of the outside wall,
Others are built on sloping hillsides, and one
end of the reof is not-infrequently on alevel
with the street above,
It is not plain precisely. what the friends of
this man did. They either opened a con-
necting trap-door, or removed theawning of
the court around-which thoe house was built,
or made an opening through the flat.house-
top by breaking up the tiles. If Jesus was
in the court, the second id the probable way;
4f in an upper room, either of the others.
Speaketh blasphemies—Utters words which
are direct profanations of God’s holiness,
Take up thy couch—2 “couch” was easily
rolled up and carried.

Quxsrions ¥or HoMxk Stupy,
1. Thi Power of the Lord, vs. 17-21,
What le:srned men attended Jesus' teach-
ing?
From \5hut ;{}aces did they come ?
What great lessinicame to the people ?
W), sufforer was rou%ht to Jesus?
What hinderances were in the way of the
sick man ?
How did his friends get him before Jeaue?
What did Jesus say to the sick man?
When did he thus speak ?
What did the Pharisees say about Jesus?
Whu}z‘ about forgiving sins? (Golden
Text.)

2. The Gruace of the Lord, vs, 22-286.
Who knew the thoughts of the Pharisees?
What did he ask about them?
What did he ask about Jorgiving sing?
By what title did he refer to himself?
hat did he wish the Phavisees to know ?

A.D. 27] [March 23
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Through the tiling— "

What commaud did he give to the siok
man?

What did the man do?

How wero thu people affected by the
miraclo?

‘Wihat did they say ?

Ty Lusson CaTromiss

1. Who wurein the crowd about Jesus?
* Phurisces and decturs of the law,” 2,
What unusual inoddent oceurred? A
palsiecd man was lot down through the
voof.” 8. What did Christ do for him?
“ Forgave his sins.” 4, \Vhat did the
Phavisces say?  *“They complained that
this was blaspliemy.” 6. how did Jesus
prove his power?! ¢ By curing the sick
man,” 6. How wero the people affected?
“They were amazed and glorified God ?

DodrriNAL SudeksTioN, — Tho forgive-
ness of sins.

CATEOHISIT QUESTION,

16, To what offices was our Lord conse-
crated?

To be a Prophet, a Priest, and & King.

Moses indeed said, A Prophet shall the
Lourd God raise up unto you from among
your brethren, like unto me; to him shall
ye hearken i all things whatsoever he shall
speak unto you.--Acts 3, 22,

Thou art & Priest forever after the order
of Melchizedek.,—Hebrews 6. 6,

The Little Sower.

Brssie had got a present of a new
book, and she engerly opened it to
look at the first picture. It was the
picture of & boy sitting by the side of
a stream, and throwing seeds into the
water.

“I wonder what this picture is
about,” said she, * Why does the boy
throw seeds into the water$”

“Oh! I know,” said her brother Ed-
ward, who had been looking at the
book ; “ he is sowing the sdeds of water
lilies,” )

“But how small the seeds look!”
said Bessie, ‘It seems strange that
such large piants should grow from
such little things.”

“You are sowing such tiny seeds
every day, Bessie, and they will come
up, large, strong plants after a while,”
said her father.

“Qh, no! father; I have not plant-
ed any seeds for a long while.”

“I have seen my daughter sow a
number of seeds to-day.”

Bessie looked puzzled, and her father
smiled and said, * Yes, I have watched
you planting flowers, and seeds and
weeds to day.”

“ Now I know that you are joking,
for T would net plant ugly weeds.”

“I will tell you what I mean—
When you laid aside that intevesting
book, and attended to what your
mother wished done, you were sowing
seeds of kindness and love.—When
you brcke the dish that you knew your
mother valued, and came instantly
and told her, you were sowing seeds of
trath.—When you took the cup of
water to the poor wonman at the gate,
you were sowing the seeds of mercy.
These are all beautiful flowers, Bessie,
But I hope my little girl has been
planting the great tree of ‘love of God,’
and that she will tend and watch it,
until its branches reach the skies and
meet before His throne.”

“ And what of the weeds, father 1" |

“When you were impatient with
baby, you were sowing the seeds of ill
temper. When you wailed some time
after your mother called, you sowed’
disobedience and selfishness, These
are all noxious weeds, Pull them up.
Do not let them grow in your gar-

den.”

A complets line of Bpworth Leagus
Rocommended Readings in the different
courses now in stock, and will bo shipped
promptly as ordered. Epworth Leaguo
Badges and Ribbons ordorsd and will
soon be in atock,

Young People’s Prayer-mesting
Topics from Junnary to July, veady; 25
conts por hundred,

Epworth Leafiets, Nos. 1,2, 3, ready ; 6
cents per dozon, Samplos free.
For goods write  Wirntam Briaas,
Methodiat Publishing house, 'Loronto,
For sample Epworth Leafiets, writo

W, H, Witsirow,
Wesley Buildings, Toronte,

Sunday-School Lesson Helps
FREE!

Schools not now taking our Lasson Helps
—38. S, Bunner, Pleasant Hours, Home and
School, Berean Leaves, ete.~and unable to
pay for them wholly or in part, will receive
grants of these helps Firer for three months,
or longer if necessary, as funds of the Sun.
day-school Aid and Exteusior Society will
aftord.

Schools able to pay only part of cost of
these Lesson Helps will recoive freo grants
proportionate to their needs,

Writo for forms of application to

Rxv. W. H., Wrrizrow,
8Sec. 8. 8. Board.

REPORT.

Oy TH¥%

World's Sunday- School Convention

HEKLD IN LONDON ENG,, JULY, 1889.
Full ¢f intereet to Sunday-school workers,
Paper covers, 60c.jnet ; cloth, 90c. net

S.S.LESSON HELPS

FOR 1890.

PELOUBET'S SELECT NOTES.

8vo, cloth, Price $1.25,

rer——

QUESTION BOOKS, in Tliree Grades.

Price, cach, 20c. net, or 17¢. each by the dozen.

ALS0,
VINCENT’S SELECT NOTES
on the Infernational 8, 8. Lessons,
With MAPS, ILLUSTRATIONS, etc

8vo, cloth, net, $1.25.

QUESTION BOOKS, in Three Grades.
Bach, 200,; 17¢. each by dosen,

Monday Olub Sermons on the
8. 8. Lessons,
12mo, cloth, $1,25.

Dr. Pentecost’s Commentary on the 8. S.
Lessons for 1399,

Invaluable for Teachers,
covers, 60c. ; cloth hound, §1.

12mo. Paper

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

29 to 33 Richmond St. Weat,
30 to 36 Temperance St., Toronto.

C. W, COATES, Montreal, Que,

8. ¥, HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.




