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A HINT FOR THE NEW
YEAR.

Anoxa the good resolutions
of the New Year, there is one
we would commend to young
men and young women to make
and to keep—we mean a reso-
8 lution to rend something every
j day.

We do not refer to such as
§ spend their evenings in dissi-
R pation or in frivolity, and
& scarcely know what it is to
g have a tnoughtful moment in
§ their lives; but to those who
B work at the shop, or in the
I store, or in laborious profes.
j sional offices, and still would
jbe ashamed to be thought
j wanting in intelligence—to all
gfsuch we would say, devote an
Bhour if you can; but give
¥ regularly some portion of time
Nevery day to thorough, system-
Watic reading. If it be but half-
an-hocr, you will still be won.
Wderfully surprised to see how
fmuch you can acquire by reso-
lutely devoting even that short
J tiroe to self-cultivation.

P Reading in this way, you
fwill be apt to read carefully
f and slowly ; and one book resd
thoroughly is worth a dozen
| skimmed over or run through.
Not the mwan of great reading
leaves upon others the impress
of wnat he acquires, but the
fone who reads carefully, and
g'vho digests what he reads.

¥ Reading as acquired in this
way—in intervals—ia certain
Jto last you longer than where
the mind is stretched for hours,
fand the brain becomes weary.
The minute you are tired, or
g have to work to fix attention,
| close your book and rest.

There is nothing, next to
jthe negloct of religion, more
deplorablo than thoe profitless
way in which young men ‘pass
their time. Young man in the
banker’s office, or the shop, or
in professional life, what are you doing with your
time! Arxe you acquiring nothing beyond a know-
ledge of business, or of dissipation? Are you laying
up no treasury of knowledge from whick you may
draw when the swiftly flying years shall bring you
to middle age, and even old aget :
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The wisdom of past ages, and tho allliving
present, can in these days be had in our libraries
and taken to your homes. Are you drinking from
these fountains, or are you running along in the
ruts of your own narrow thought! Are you got-
ting & firm hold on meny Are you knowing

human nature any better!
Are you losing your preju-
dices, or are you becoming
more and more satisticd with
yourself 1 Is your horizon
widening or contracting? and
are you growing, or ure you
shrinking? Wuke wup and
rouse yourself! Distrust the
ndequacy of your own know-
ledge; put your opinions on
the basis of an enlightencd,
intelligent judgment ; leave off
your introspection ; get out of
old ruts; get such truth as yon
want, and see it's every phase;
and incorporating heaven’s sun-
light in your soul, you will
have a heartier, happier naturo
—the world will be better for
your living in it; and whether
or not your bank account is
what you would have it be,
you will have the rich harvest
of a cultivated mind, a cheer-
ful heart, and a breezy nature,
whicl: will give as well as
receive; and for you, when
gray hairs have come, and the
years have gathered over your
head, you will posscss that
which no one cun rob you of,
and your autumn of life will
be rich in a golden harvest.

L an

HELPING THE SICK.

Tux passengers on » railway,
years ago, cowing to a canal-
boat on which they wers to
take passage, told the captain
thay should none of them go
vith him if bo took a sick
ninn, who had come on with
them, and was very disagreo-
atle. For answer, he pushed
through the crowd of the,
saw the poor sufferer, and raid
bluutly, *He shall go if he 18
tho only passenger.” Thay,
tenderly taking him up, he
carried him to a maltress
spread in tho cabin, and shout-
ed, **Push off the Loat !” The
passengers were struck  with

shame for their inhumanity. They seized ther
baggage, hurried aboard, and soon after asked
the ca tain to meet them in tke cabin, and told
him, with tears, that bo had taught them a lesson
they should never forget. Then they made up a
gencrous purse for the sick man.
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PLEASANT HOURS,

Tho Opening Yoar.

Tur I Year, with its rocord,
In gano for 6vamore

The Now 3 car, full of pronuse,
Htanlds waiting at the door.

Al conld wo livo 1t over!
Soaeh we of the paat,

Live wo the pew, as wish wo now
That wo hned hised thoe laat,

! That past, its lossons tear hing,
Wiath guiding light ehiould shine,

To warn from scil dependcnce,
And lead to grac v divine,

Wiath high resolve, aud boly,
With purpose, firm aud true,

Lot us go forth with meskness,
God’s will and work to do.

Then golden moments wasted,
And days all dark with sin,
Shall not so sadly colour
The year we now begin.
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Pleasant Hours:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK
Rev. W. H. WITHROW, D.D., Editor.

—

TORONTO. JANUARY 2, 1892,

THE OLD AND THE NEW.
1801-1892.

Tus old year, with its anxieties and cares, its
labours and serrows, its hupes and fears, opportu-
-~ mities and responsitalities, has passed away. It has
10ined stself to the cycles of the pasty and its record
15 on high. It was on the whole & good year to
most of the peuple m the Dommon.

Tay the old book away.
Its tale at last 13 done;
1t 1s saaled and scarred,
1t s danenod and maired,
Sune hirat it was b gun,

Gratefully Lay it down.
The lexsons that it taught,
And the joy and griet
That markod cach leaf
Were all with blessings fraught.

Sucn testimonies as the following are the chief
Joy of an editor. A Iady in a remoto part of
Qanada writes: T must tell you that, had it not
¢ heen for youi papers, T ain afiand some would never

liv o come to Sunday schiool at all. Your PLeasaxt

Hovrs has bera the weanns of bringing me to
v Christ, for w1t 1 found just what T had been want
myg to know. I lope you will have every success

THB JUNIOR LEAGUE.
BY REV. D. B, HRUMMITT.

Junwr league. It was organized in a little Lincoln.
shirvo viilage rectory, anway back in the early years
of tha cighteonth century, Tt had ut least threo
departments— Clivistion work, mercy and help, and
the literary departinent. Its membership formed
“look-up, lift-up” ten, and its first and only prosi-
dent was that modol of mothers, Susanunh Wesley.

It is the pride of our Ohristianity that of all
faiths she is the fuster mother of cluldren.  In all
uges it has sought tho religious clevation of the
young, Luthier ¢ suffeied the littlo children to go to
Chuist ;* the noble work of Robert Raikes, scarco
more than a century old since the “hot potato”
days w Gloucester, would bs unoaxplainable as an
adjunct of any other ereed, and the saying of John
Wesley that the Nunduy-school i3 the nursery of
the Church is thoroughly Christian as well as Meth.
odistic. Our Churcl’s policy on this point is simple
and yet comprehensive. The children are to be
trained in rightcousness and in the doctrines of
the Church, and they are to be trained both regu-
larly and systematically. In 80 far a3 the junior
league aids the pnstor in the carrying out of this
policy it hag its rightful place. And even should it
go no further, within this limit the Geld is neither
narrow nor unpromising. From many causes—not
at ull sufficient causes, however—there has been
neglect of the Church’s plain duty in the further-
ance of its policy, and the dangers which compass
childhood have so far found freer course and richer
harvest of victims. That it may bLe so nevermore
is the solo and suflicient apology for the existence
of the junior league. Jf I can have all the children
between fivo and sixteen years of age in the jufiior
leaguo, and carry out its plans, at least its vital
points, I will see to it that the Church shall never
lack loyal and intelligent members, and we shall
never know whut it is to be without trained recruits
for the Epworth League vrmy. Take the children
of Methodism, give then earnest, personal Chris-
tian work, give them abundant exercise of their
sensitivo instincts of mcerey and help, put them in
the way of tho elementaries of good literature, train
and develop their inborn love of entertainment and
recreation, make their organization self-supporting,
and find for them benevolent uses for the money
they have earned, inculcate in them habits of
orderly and systewatic record-making, and you will
have, by-and-bye, gras-'ates from the junior league
who shall be to you a tower of strength in every
department of your young people’s society.

The junior league, in its theory and in its only
proper practice, is essentially a religious organiza-
tion. It is disastrous to organize it on any other
basis. We have no right to try to “sugar-coat the
pill "—a phrase I have heard used in connection
with this subject--mninly because the religious
féature of the junior league is not 4 pill. 1t can
be and should be attractive of itself, and there.
should be no possibility of any child, however
young, joining the league under a misteken im-
pression as to its object.

It is an excellent thing to let the junior league
be as nearly as possible self.governing. Threre should
be a vital connection between the senior lengue, if
I may so term it, and the juniots, the cabinet pre
ferably appointing the junior league president, but
as a rule the control should not be carried beyond:

abuse your confidence. My ideal junior lemgue
president will give them all the guidance they nedd.
I beliove in helping them to habits of seif-relinnce
in tho administrative affairs.  They delight to in-
dulge in parliawmentary practics, and 1 belicve in
giving them something tangible on which to work.

S8hould the junior leagues Ue self-supporting?
Now, you Epworthians, whose protégé, after all, the
junior league must be, what shall I say? Ought
you to bear tho expenses of the juniors? and vou,
Juniors who are directly interested in this watter,
what must I answer? Do you think the Epworth
League should pay your bills ?

There is no clash of interests here. If the juniors
are self governing, they have a perfect rvight to be

. : perionce tolls me that the juniors liko it better, too.
T first Epworth longue over organized was “,

stand there and I full, what then 3 Why, you,.say, §

that. Trust the juniors, Hands off! ‘They'll not”

nickels which represent so much hard work., I
know thut is sutisfactory to the soniors, and my ex-

And now, just a closing word on & tnuch mooted
topte.  Tho Epworth League is & Methodist organ-
ization, ‘Then how ntuch of Methadist doctrine
nud discipline should it toach, espetially in the:
junior léague? And, being conservative, I auswer,
“Al of it.” Teach it all. Not all at once, of
course, or all in » year, but don’t sct any limit sl'ort
of the entire subject. There is nothing in the dis-
cipline that will hurt tho juniors, and they ought
to know it all some day., Now is the time to begin.
~Epworth Horald.

THE GIDDY HEIGHT.
BY J. I. GOUGH.

I nevrMBER oncoe secing in New York City a
very besutiful spive to a new church, and just nbout
ten feet from ¢ the ball” a plank was pushed out,
with ropes over the ends of the plank. ~ I* a plank
was Jet down, and the ropes were fastened inside of
the window. Thero was a platform, porhaps five or
six feet from this little window, and one hundred
and fifty feet from the roadway. Isaw a man get
out of that window and staud on that little plat.
form. Could you do it? How many persons could
do it? He spoke to a man on the side-walk ; the
man called up to him, and he leant with his hand
upon the end and replisd to the man upon the pave- |3
ment. Now, I know that if I had underisken to.|ZN
stand on that plank, the very moment .my foot |}
touched it, and I saw the awful depth beneath—al |
I should have gone down, There would have been
no mind, no intellect, no genius, no will, no power |3
on earth, that conld have saved me; I must have’| S
fallen—tu have stood firm would to me have been
physically impossible. Now, you wight perlaps
stand there ; but suppose that in so standing you
tell me you set-mo a good exawple. X say to you,
“Stand there, it you like; I have no objection; ,
you may stand there frot now till to-morrow morn-" |3
ing, or, like 8imon Stylites, for thirty years; Lut
do not tell me you set a good example” Now, |
suppose you induced me to follow your example..

You tell mo it is safe—< Why, I stand hap per-.
fectly safe ;? and you induce we to.try and.follow R
your example and I fall: wnat then? Are not
your skirts full of my blood? Can you gt away

from that? It must needs be that offences ¢6ine, *)3
but woe to that man by whom the oftence tometh.”
If you stand there safe yourself, and. induce mg to-

I am “weak-minded.”, Wall, then, by God’shelp I R
will kecp off the plank,: that’s all. "
Just one Jittle incident to illustrate iy point. SN
At a meeting ina large town in Pennsylvania, at’ g
the olose of the lecture a gentleman rose,.and was SN
announced as Judge Sotand-co, Judge of the Quacter &
Sessions. He said, * Lodies.and Gentlemen, before, |§
the audience is dismissed,-I wish to sny a few wards (B
in defénce of -myself and tho .class I represont.
Now it is-very hard to have,it publicly stated that 58
Lset & bad example.” Tlo speaker had not said
that the mode-ute drinker set a bad example, bit”
that he did not set n mood one. " Now,” said lie,
41 am » moderate drinker. Everybody knows me. |
I take my glass-at howe,. I tuke it abroad; I am a |
modetate drinker, a respectable moderate drinker. . §
‘Who-dare ssy anything arainst me?! Who ever {
saw. me the ‘worss for g’rii{k ! Who ever saw me §
out of tho way-by. Jdrifik} “If young men folldwsd
my “examiple, thuy: would 'be as I am, respéctable ' |i
and - . * I cliallenge-the town in which {
live—1I chnilengs the.connty—to say whether vy B
exar-)le is & bad dne. . Let young men follow my |
example, and they will be'as I am.” A man'in the
audicnos ciied out, * Give it to him old wan ; give |}
it to him. Pat a header on him.” Some oné said, B
“Put that man out.” Aucther gentleman said; §
“No! let that man remain. He is the only son of ' §
the Judge.” 1lis only son tried to follow- his ex- §
ample, and thery was the result. He was .90 deunk,
thaut he would disturb a respectable meeting. And
T tell you, sir, and I tell you, madam, every ohe,
from the beginmag, who has become a drunkard,

i

self supporting.  And I inean just that. Not a

in sending them abroad.”

drawing on father or moth» for the peunies and

hias become 80 by trying to bé a moderate drinker §

and failing. .
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Rivers.
BY TilX REV. JANRS COOKE SEYMOUR.

Tmou wort bokn where the clouds are high,
Where sborms do baitle, agd the lightnlugs y,
Away, far away, in the upper sky,

Art nobly boen,

From the mountainstod aund its slippery side,
Where tho suow and ice etornally hide,
And the glacier vast shioots down with a slids,

Thy childHood’s passed.

3 Through the rocky path to the wide.-spn::\d piato,
E To cover the fields with ripened grain.

¢ And crown the harvests n;iuin and again,

: Most fruitful youth,

On thy bosom Lroad rides the merchant flect,

Traders of the world In friendship grect,

And the ends of earth on thy waters moot
Thy mauly breast.

By tho summer's sun the wists atiee,

A{lured by his love to the lofty skieas

And the dripping cloud and the main supplies
Thy ripo old age.

With & steady aim, aud that the best,
- i thy mother's breas
; 4ad losipg thyssth on "xy'gll:)fne ocean nother.

May my life as woll its grand nission know ;
My cares, all throygh, as fpithiully flow ;

And the end at lust—t6 my Saviour go,
. : v , All'lost fnhim !

&

LOST IN A MINE.

(. BY HESBA STRETTON.

CHAPTIER L

Tuers is no-part of England more unsightly,
or more marred br spoiled of its original beanty,
than the Bluck Country-~the great coal-field of
B South  Staflordshire—which stretches into the
B neighbouring counties. Low beds of smouldering
B slng lie  upoh ‘the grouhd, where grass and prim-
Biroses once grev, ;nglﬁmul_:e tl;[?h_air llxleag with th_t;
umey and stensh’ of, o tall: chimneys v
ho fgrgz!sdbelch oud 1‘0&; of thick snjoke, mingled
% with tongués of Bame, which hang overhead, slowly
B drifting with the wipd, but neter quite passing
¥ away to leave the blue sky clear.. The soft, round
B outlines of the land“have been broken up by huge
 stiff mounds of slack and shafe, for which no man
can fiud a use, that wle thrown up round the shaft
R T S
0 leafy trees can flourish in such a soil or such
n atmosphere ; but a few pale and stunted willows
qw. Jown by the edge of the dark and noisome
ols lying in the hargen Valisys' of these desolate
hillocks. High' poles, not unlike the gibbets of
clden ~dayg,~§;r9gql,g soroes:the dieary seéne, and the
B o) sins they.aupport groan.aud creske doléfully as
W thsy wind slowly up and down the dark pits. No
ohirping ande twittering of birds -ave, to be heard,
nor the .meyry cuiss of yosy children.at play ; but
instead of thesq you have the deep throbbing of
Bnany forgq-hamm_ért,_v_hichﬂ)‘qsﬁ' li¥e the feverish
et Sloggish pplie ¥ - Mathmen.© "0
E Bt npon the ouiekirts of this despoiled country
h¢ viches ghat. }ia updergionnd run into scattered
veins of niner t,.thg%eree' undér the green
meadows: and’golden Sornbields st smiliig nndls-
urled in the sunshine. ~ H&re there is loss rough-
B ess and ugliness, and uore of nature. The pit-
men, wheu' they. coule \ip;from their dingy work,
n lift their eyes-to the.cleax sky above -and- to
$he hills not far kway, clothed with leafy trees.
They can cultivate theit own little gurdens, and
grow- gou,themwdo’d and sweetwilliam, to wear in
in their buttonholes on Bundays. .
| Tn:nome plsces there is ouly one shaft, or two
fperhaps, sunk ‘a mile away from “any others, tun-
ing down ifito some small separated fragment of
plie xront pdalGeld. - Here the trees grow up to the
very edge of the wu.thless rubble flang about the
pit’s “mduth; and the lark sings its song within
sound of the clanking engine. There is no more
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and, like a blemish in a face we love, it grows
familiar and dear, as years go by, to those whoso
home is beside it.

"Phe minars in these little isoluted plnces are very
different from the rough and brutal colliers of the
Black Country. Theso have fow pleasures but
pigeon-lying, and stealthy dog-fighting, sand low
rovels in dirty taverna. Tho men are little botter
than rough bull.dogs ; and the women are still not
much {n advance of savages.

But amongst the country colliers are families of
quito a different stamp. Their grandfathers or
great-geandfathers heard John Wesley preach
words they neither forgot themselves nor allowed
theit children to forget. Their grandmothors
Inboured to learn to read amidst ull the cares of &
family and tho hard strugglo for life, though they
had no other books to read than their Bibles and
the hymn-book. The families which sprang from
them are altogother a different raco from those of
the rough and ignorant savages, dwelling in denso
massés, where the mines are thickest. -

In onc of these separate coal-fields, with a single
old shaft, which liad been at work longer than any-
one living could remember, there had dwelt for
several generations ono family of the name of
Hazoldine. The same roof sheltered them that
had sheltered theic forefathers. All the men had
worked in the pit, and some of them had died
there. The old garden round the cottage budded
and blossomed year after year with the same flowers
and fruit-trees planted by the first Hazeldine; or
so nearly the same, that if he had come back to it
he would have felt no shock of surprise or strange-
ness. The square hillock of shalo alone had risen
to such a height as to hide the pit's mouth; and
it was thinly overgrown with yellow coltsfoot since
he had left the little house of his own building.
At present the widow of one of his descendants
was inhabiting it—the mother of two sons who,

1like their forefathers, were busy all day long in the

hidden galleries and foot-roads under-ground, which
had formed & network, crossing and re-crossing,
and twisting in and out like* a” labyrinth wherever
coal had been found. Judith Hazeldine spent long
and silent days in her quiet cottage whilst ber sons
wete below ; for their cottage stood quite alone in
the shadow of the great mound of rubbish which
bad gradually separated it from the nsighbouring
dwellinge. But when Rcuben and Simeon came
home the evening hours were too short for all that
had-to be said and done. ’

The two sons had been named according to & cus-
tom of the Hareldines which no one had yet been
bold enough to break through. It was half be-
lieved that some long-dead forefather bad spoken a
cursg against the first to break it. This was, to
begin with the names of the sons of Israel, and
follow then faitbfuily in the order of their birth;
though it had neyer been known for any mother to
toach the favourite name of Benjamin. Judith
herself had not mors than two sons ; but there had
ohes been & child named Tssachar, whose grave was
in the village churchyard.

Thare was another custom and an heirloom in the
family, which gave it a still higher distinction in
the ‘eyes of their neighbours. Old Judali Hazel-
dine, %ho hiad been dead more than two hundred
years, had left a favourite black letter Bible, of
sntiqué binding, and with silver clasps and silver
cornér-pitees, which was forevor to become the pos-
gession of any one of his descendants who at the
age of fiftecen could open its pages at haphazard
aid road off aloud the chapter that chanced to lie
beneath bis eyes, without making a singlo blunder.
Toeach generation thedificulty hud becowe gronter,
for the black-letter fell more and niore into disuse.
The Iater descendants of Judah Iazeldine, who
might be able to read ecasily enough a chapter in an
ordinary Bible, found themselves puzzled and baflled
by the old and crabbed Jettors they wore bound to
turn into ready speech. Reuben, Judith’s eldest
son, had tried it and failed, with tears of disap-
Eointment smarting under his cast-down eyclids.

hat was séven years ngo; and it would soon bo
Simeon’s turn to prove his scholarship, for he would
be fifteen in & weck or two.

Judith had set ber heart upon her younger boy
grinfng the coveted heirloom. Ho was the head

scholar in tho Sanday-school, and bad repeated

the whole of w long chapter at the Runday-school
anniversary, in the faco of nll the congivgativg,
without missing » ainglo word. er heart had
been swelling with pride and pleasure as he went
teiumphantly forward from verse to verse, though
sho would take no notice of Reuben nudging her
elbow, as if he was putting in thoe full stops whach
were left out by Sincon. Why should uot the Ind
win the old blagk-letter Biblo1 Ho wns n better
scholar than Reuben, though Reubon was a good
son—aye, tho best of sons.  Bho was a very happy
woman for a widow, she said to herself  Reuben
was the bost of sons, but Sinieon wan the better
scholar: Simoon could not fail to win tha Bible.

‘I'here was the more reason why Simeon must not
fail to win it, as the presend Oowner was on tho
point of einigrating, and no one knew exnctly how
to act in this uuforeseen emergency. It bad not
entered tho head of old Judah Huzeldine, who had
certainly nover even heard of Australin, to dream
of any of his descendants wandering do far away
from the ancient home. Ho might ctherwiso have
made some provision against the diiculty. If the
Bible went to the othor side of the world, would it
ever cows back to England

There hnd been a good deal of talk up and down
the country, among the Hazcldines, es to what
ought to be done; but no one could see the way
clearly. _Levi Hazeldine was not willing to give 1t
up unless the conditions were fultilled. e had
woun it himself more than thirty yeurs ago, and had
held it ever sinco, for lack of any successful com.
petitor. The ouly concession he would make was
to delay his voyage for & few weeks, until Suneon
should reach the stipulated age, and declare humself
ready for the trial

“ It's not as I sct much store by the Bible,” said
Levi, sarcastically. ** Why, the Bible's just like n
bone thrown down among a pack ¢’ curs. You
Christiaus are alwnys a-snarlin’ over it, and pullin’
it about, and snatchin’ a worsel ofl it here, and
another morsel there. You can nlwiys get up a
dog-fight over the Bible, It's likely o wan of sense
like me 'ud valus it !”

Levi had been a greater traveller than any other
of the Hazeldines, and was fooked up to us o nnn
of more than ordivary knowledge. He could rend
many books which were diflicult to be understood
by the greuter number of bis neighbours. He had
been & great scholar thirty years ago, when he won
the black-letter Bible ; and he was believed to be a
greater scholar now. So it made all his simple-
minded kith and kin very uneasy to hear lis esti-
mate of the Bible.

«If you set so little store by it,” said Judith,
who was a shrewd woman, ** why not leave®the old
Bible bebind youl We'd pay the value of the
silver, and welcome.”

«It's not a Bible: it's an heirloom,” apswered
the wise Levi; “there's a charm with it. Thase
that have got it have good luck. If your lad can
win it, it’s his, and the luck "Il go to him; hut it
he can’t it ‘Il stay with me, and go with me out o’
the country. It's'a great deul that Il stay to give
him a chance,”

You may be sure that Simeon was as eager as
Judith herself that he should win the Bible "J'ho
lad had been sharp enough to get Yor Tidmself an
alphabet of Old English letters, and had coupied
verse after verse diligently in their characters %}ut
he bad no idea of what chapter he might have to
read. According to tradition, the e was Lo
blindfold the eycs of the candidate, T8y bis
open palm on the clossd volumé, which he then
opened for himself. Some fumiliar fsaﬁn oc well-
known passage in the Gospels wight lip before hin,
or some long bard chapter in Chronicles, oc the
st.l more unaccustomed words of the minor pro-
phuts might weet his eye. e felt as if it would
almost break his heart to let the old Bible quit
the country.

(7o bs eontinued. )

~e

“You are very stupid, Thomas,” said a country
teacher to & little boy, cight years old,” “Youara
a little donkey ; aud what do they do to cute them
of stu idit;(l" “They feed themn better and kick
them Yau. ' said the little urchin, - .F*TT
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SOMBTHING ABOUT LIZARDS.
BY REV. EDWARD A. BAND,

1 Omn, the kingdom of the lizards }—
brown, black, olive-green, leaf-tailed,
broad-tailed, turnip-tailed, banded,
crested, speckled, but every, one a
lizard, .

In the above statement, I did not
exhaust the list of colours in the lizard
kingdom. We find tints of bLlue, red,
chestnyt and yellow. Other features
we will notice ax together we look at
this large, widely-scattered family.

When the spring sun shines on the
Lreon lizard, its color is brightest.
‘That masterpainter, the sun, when he
i his brush over the earth, does
not forget the membersof this family.
In return, this creature loves the sun.
} 1t is just a lazy loafer, scemingly, in
localities bathed in sanshine. If one
thrust his hand forward as if to seize
it, ‘the loafer is gone; he has darted

indness will tame him, and he will
coms at Iastand breakfast on gathered
ﬁ;u in one’s band. .
. "There is a lizard called the officinal
{ skink, which might be loosely traus-
{ lated as the medicinal skink. Onoe it
was highly valued by the doctors.
| They dried it; they pounded it, am’i
1 gave it to their patients. ‘‘Lizard”
1 was reputed to boa wonderful healer,
1 Tt is said that the doctors would some-
] times provo their belief in this panacea
by taking a doso themsclves. This
if~.wasdonly fair. They did ot hesitate
| to swallow some of their other reme-
dies, such as “*the grated flesh of a
mummy,” also, *the burnt hver of a
f\ypna,” and ““tho moss from a dgnd
.|| man’s skull” was not & dose too diffi-

4 cult for them. Do you laugh? Coming
1 gonerations may smile and wonder at
, some-of our remedies.
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Dust. BXrwzEN L1ZARD AND SCORPION,.

And here is the broad-headed ples.
tiodon, but I will ticket him with an
eagier name by which he is known—
the scorpion lizard, He is a native
of our continent ; and if he can find
the forsaken home of a woodpecker,
say, thirty or forty feet above the
‘ground, bo is pleased. Without ask-
ing who the landlord is, and what the
rent may be a month, he drops in at
once and is happy. Hoe is called veno-
mous, and can indeed put so much
strength into his bite that people will
have occasion to remember him at least
an hour or two. So that very popular
visitor, the mosquito, has enough viru-
lence in his stinger to make us wish
him at the bottom of the Atlantic, and
yet neither scorpion, lizard nor mos-
guito is a dreadful creature. This
lizard is fond of a home in a tree,
lanches on insects, and likes to sip the
dew sparkling on the leaves. Another
North American lizard is the five-lined
lestiodon, or, as common folks would
gay, the blue-tail.

And who is this eyeing us out of
circalar eyelids? Thisis a houss gecho,
the fan-foot, common in Egypt. He
is au agile traveller, running over the
floor or » wall, and is nimble in pick-
ing up » bug as he goes along. While
common, he is not popular. In Caire,
they nickname him abou-burs, er,
“father of the leprosy.” Tho comiron
gecko, or ringed gecko, is very much
at home in Indis. By day it bides,
and hero it differs from the lizard that
loves tho sunshine ; for at night the
common gecko darts out of his retreat,
and is such a soft-footed traveller that
ignorant people in India give him
& place among supernatural beings,
When cold weather sets in, he reilces
to winter barracks, and is belisved to
bo nourished by means of *two fatty

masses ” on its body.

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.

STUDIRS IN INAIANH, JERXMIAH, AND
RIKXIRL.

B.C. 701.) LESSON II.
A BOHO OF BALVATION.

Tea. 26, 1-10,

[Jan. 10

Memory verses, 1-4.
Gorpxx Txxz.

M?dusg )gs in.htheh Lotd ﬁl):s ever ; for in the
ehov: ever, strength,—
Iea. 26. 4. Hog gth

CrNTRAL TRUTH,

God's goodneas sud justios call for the
fulless expressions of gratitude.

Hxrrs Oves HARD Praozs.

In that day~—The day of the final triumph
of the kingdom of God—the millenium,
In the land of Judah—Then the home of
God’s pe'%ple, and the type of God's king-
dom. ¢ have a strong city—Tho now
Jerusalem described in Revelation 2. Sal.
vation—Freedom, safety, assured by God’s
promises and power to keep them. For
walls and dulwarks—For a defence against
all enenies of every kind. Open ye the
gates—In welcome.” Rev. 21, 12, 13, de-
scribes the city as having twelve gates, three
on each side, so that everybody could come
iu, from every direction, from every race
und nation. Righteous mation—Qnly such
van enter, for it is a atate of holiness as
well as & place.  Pexfect peace—Peace with
tiod, with nature: peace in his own soul
Whose mind s claﬁkd on thee—On God,
who is able and willing to defend from all
evils, and make all things work togeth.r for
good.  7'helofty city—Such as Nineveh or
Babylon. All the enemies of God ; every
stronghold of sin. TAe poor and. .. needy
~—The weakest of God's people; those now
Thou. . .. dost weigh—Ponder,
direct, In (ke way of Ay i
In their path, te see them come. The
ju;l(ﬁmenu on the wicked, that vindicate
God’s people. TAy name—Expresses the
whole character, and all the sttributes
of God. The remembrance—Or memorisl.
God’s character expressed in all that
he has done; the memory of his past
acte. In the night—Of aflictiou, sorrow,
ﬁ::cﬁtxon, ;overt,y. Seek thee early—

nestly. Zhe majely of the Lord—His
greataess, his goodnesa,

Find in this lesson—

1. A Eictum of the kingdom of God.
2. Who may enter.
3 The blessings of those who live there.
4. The different effects of God's provi-
deace on differcat people,

Revizw Exzrcrse.

1. \Vhat city did Isaish see in his vision?
“The city of God—the new Jerusalem.”
2. Who can cnter the city? *Those who
become righteous by believing in Jesus.”
3. What blessings will they have? ¢ Ssfety,
pesce, God’s presence, and care.” 4. What
will become of God’s enemiea? They must
be destroyed.” & JWhat is the object of
God's discipline? ** ¥ make men good.”

Catrcrus¥ Quesrions,

3. Bat are all mankind, being born in
sin, born without hope?

No; for a Saviour was provided from the
bc;-inning. and all that come into the world
10 eive of hia grace ¢ 1A his Spirit.

Gen. 3. 13; John ). §; John 1. 9, 10;
Jiomans 8. 18; 1 Peter 1. 20 ; Rev. 13 &

4. By what means wers our first parents
1ed to commit so t o sin against God ?

By the aubtlety of the devil, who made
use of tho serpent to beguile Eve.

Gen, 3. 13; 2Cor. 11.'3

at a social gathering the other even-
ing, where he was so unfortunate as
to become seated behind a party of
vivacious young ladies. Conversation
turned upon athletic subjects, when
one pett young miss inquired: “Mr.
Divwn, what is your favourite exer-
cise?” ¢“Oh! X have no preference;
but just at present I should prefer
dumb belles,” was his rather curt

A cosrir¥eDp old bachelor was out
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