Devoted to ths intorss's of the Hisston €ircles and Bands of the Woman's HMissionary Soclety, Methodist Ghurch, €anada.

VOL. 1V. MARCH, 1897, No.3

BY WINTER SEAS.

—

GRACE ADELE PIERCE.

I :tand upon the shore,

And watch the waves, all hear,
Lone whitning o'er 2 leaden colored sea 5

I watch the low <louds drifiing.

I Iong to see them lifting,
Butin my heart, 1 knowit’ cannot be.

The piercing winds come blowing ;
Far out to sea °tis snowing,

And soon, I krow, the storm must reach the land 3
Tut still in patience waiting
The coming and debating,

Safein the cleft of cus_firm sock 1 stand.

The wild storm beats around me,

The raging winds surcsund me,
The weary heart is chilled almost to doubt 3

Dut suddenly uprising

There comes a thing surprising :
A warmth of glory iloeds within, without !

The sombre clouds have lifted

And where the wild foam drifted
Tke glory of the sunset floods the sea :

And with its promise tender,

Tke quick’ning purple splendor
Fills all the ttorm with gladness, now, for me.

Forl in peace have waited
Until the stonn abated,
And God has tent his smile acrors the land:
While, flashing through the cleamness
Comes the swect sense of neartess—
The comfiat in the precsurs of Ged’s Hand,
oman's Missionasy Fricnd,

@ HAVE YOU DONE ANT MORE?
ST was just toward evening, in a fittle cottage down
by the rocky shore of Nova Scotia.  The door
U was cpen, and looking out, you could see the
* beautiful Atlantic dashing against the neizhbor-
ingislands. On a bed lay 2 little sick girl. Mary and
her grandmother had lived alone for five years, Be-

4

fore that they used to be so happy and comfortable;
but one Spring her father went down to the Banks,
fishing, and never came back. Two years after,
Mary’s mother died, and since then she and her
grandmother had struggled along, working hard, until
little Mary’s cough grew worse, and then it was hard
to get along at the littie cottage. They would have
fared badly some days in the cold winter, if it had
not been for kind friends. And now, as we look in
the cottage door, we see the grandmother sitting by
the bed, reading to the little girl.

“ Grandma,” said Mary, “what a lovely story ; read
it to me again, all about the *Man who died for me,’
and her grandmether picked up the little leaflet, and
read again how even the wicked miner found a friend
in the Savior. *Oh, how I wish we were not poor,*
said Mary, “ forif only I had money, I would give
so much of it to help tell. others of Jesus; but I have
none—not enough to pay my Mission Band fee this
year. Ido wish that Mrs, Stewart would come, and
perhaps she could help me.”?

“Never fear, little one,” said her trusting grand-
mother, “some way will come that it shall be paig,
for the Lord has never left us yet.”

The next day Mrs, Stewart went down to the cot-
tage 1o see them. They told her how they had been
talking. ** Now I will tell you what to do,” said Mrs,
Stewart. I will get you a ball of knitting cotton,
and perhaps you can crochet some little toilet mats;
or do something that I will sell for you, and pay for
your Band fee.”

‘The noxt day she began her work, and she was so
happy in thinking that she was going .to help a little,
that, though her sufiering was great, she would put in
each little stitch, saying to herself:
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“*Some work of love begun,
) Something for Thee,”

The weary days dragged on, and as it became cold-
er, Mary began to get weaker, and her work pro-
gressed very slowly, but still she worked a little cach
day, until just about two weeks before she died, the
four little mats were done. She waited anxiously
for Mrs. Stewart to come back, and was so glad to see
her when she came the very next day. The little
mats had been sold, and Mrs. Stewart had come to
get them and give her the money. How joyfully she
gave the money back to Mrs. Stewart. * Had you
not better keep what is over your yearly fee? You
may need it for something else,” said Mrs. Stewart.
but they insisted that it should all go to the Mission
Band. It meant much for them, for all their money
had gone in getting medicine and necessary things
for Mary. A few days later the minister’s wife went
again to the cottage, but found the grandmother ail
alone, for little Mary had gone away, that morning,
from ail sorrow and sickness. She had died so hap-
pily, without 2 doubt or fear; and almost her last
words were: ¢ Perhaps my Mission Band money will
make some little heathen girl'die as happy as I do.”

The children of the Mission Band followed her to
the grave, and although the poorest of the place, lov-
ing tribute was paid to her, for no life had gone out
that was sweeter or purcr in its influence than that of
the fisherman’s little daughter, Mary Parks.

Ritcey’s Cove. S. H. GRONLAND.

A FPARABLE.

———

ELAZABETH SHENEY.

RRECITATION,
Oa worn gray stones within the castle hall,
The swarthy merchant from the Orient
Undid his wares and let the rich stuffs fall
In shimmering heaps of rainbow beauty blent.

Strange, splendid broideries of silk and gold,
Muslins like mist with gleaming tracery,
Exbaling scent of rose from every fold,—
Wonders in pearl and carven ivory.

The lady viewed the treasures at her feet,

With cyes that glowed with woman’s ford desire,
For 80 rare setting to het beauty swaat;

Yet shone in each clear orb a helier fire.

** Nay, traveller, nay,” she said, I may not buy,

1 have no gold to spare for such as theso ;

My heart's own kindred languish, doomed to die,
In dungeons of our good King's encmies.

“Gold will release the captives. All I have
Isend £o ransom those across the sea;

If I may break {heir chains, if I may swve,
O, what seroe all thy glittering gold to me$’

And 30 in joy I spread my meagre board,
And wear nor oostly garb nor jowel bright,
For thus each day adds to the precious huard
The prico of life and liberty and ligh.
W. M. Frienp.

—

From the Missionary Outlnok:.

A member of a Mission Circle, upon whom prussed
neaviiy the claims of mission work wae led to give %o
the work & handsowe ring she was wearing ; others fol .
lowed her example, until jewelry fo the amount of $350
was contributed. The Churoh was so moved by hear-
ing of the self-sacrifices of her young people that a day
was set apart for comnsecration and self-oxamination.
TWould not some of us rather have fewer jewels to
sparkle and glisten now, so that later we may shine
*t ag the stars” for ever?

QUESTION DRAWER.

A correspondent asks if we think it wise o try and
sustain & Mission Circle in a city church where there is
o successfui League?

Ang —~TFrom our experience wo would answer, by all
means sustain your Circle. The League has so many
departments of work that 1t cannot give as much time
to the study of missionary literature as its importance
demands ; then there are schemes for raiting money,
legitimate in themselvos, buf cut of the line of league
work, which, to the Circle, composed largely of young
ladies, mean pleassnt reunions and enthusiasiic effoit.
One Cixcle we notse of has, for the second time, adopted
the talent system, beginning with five cents as a basis.
Theo returns will probably be as large as on provious
effort, tnough the membership is much smaller, So
much depends on genuine enthusiasm in the woikers.
Woe would also add that much depeads on the Auxiliary
of the Church. If the ladies show their interest in tle
Circle by seconding their effort to raisc meney, aud by
their presence at meetings of a literary character, results
will accrue worthy of the cause.

Is it appropriate for the Circles to attempt to lead the
prayer meetings occasionally ¥

4ns.—If your pastor is willing 10 allow an evening,
say onee or twice a year, we should think it a fine op- _
portunity {o give missionary information to the older
mdmbers of tue congregstion, s they usually form the
bulk of the audiencas. See that the progiamwe is rev-
erent in fone, romembering that it isa prayer service
and not an entertainment, but throw into it the brighi-
ness and enthusiasm which will convince your hearers
that it is a pleasant task, and not & burdensomo duty
which you have undertaken. A, G. McM.
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FIELD STUDY FOR MARCH.

JAPAN.
i‘OST of our readers are now quite familiar with

the names of our four stations .in Japan,
;&J Tokyo, Shidznoka, Kofu and Kannzawa. Still,
£0%r ot us rofresh our memories by looking them up
oucs wute on the map. If you have not a largo map,
in last year's report you will find a smill one having
our stativas marked in red.

We hive twelve missionaries now in Japan and six
of these are on their second term of service. Four or
five give most of their timo to evangelistic work. Our
new worker is Miss Bessie Alcorn. She is the daught-
er of a Methodist minister in Nova Scolia and has spent
a number o1 yesrs, both as scholar and teacher, at Sacke
ville, N. B.

Another Charity School has been added {o our work
in Tokyo. This work among the poor will soon be
fuitker c¢xtended by the opening of a dispensary. In
reference to this Miss Blackmore says:—

- “Life with so many hundreds in this distric} is, at
its best, but a long, desperate struggle with starvation ;
and sickuess {o them weans not only pain without the
means 1o secure medical attendance ; but imability to
work, even for one day, means inability to buy the
pour aud seanty portion of food which from day to day
barely n kes life and work possible.”

In Kinazawa this class is reached through the Indus-
trial Schools. By ensabling the children and young
girls to carn their living during the day, we have the
privilege of teaching them in the evening and on Sun-
day. Some of these are later taken into our boarding
schools as supported girls. Though for the wmost part
these are girls of somewhat higher rank—mos$ of them
belonging to the old soldier and student class who suf-
fered much in the revolution. These are usually very
intelligent people and will certainly educate their sons,
and will often do somefhing towards the education of
their daughters also. After inquiring into their circam-
stances to see that they reslly need the help the teacher
makes an agreement with the parents. This binds the
pupil to remain at school till the conrse is eompleted
(six fo eight years) and then give two years work to
the Soviety. Not one of thess supported girls has left
th: school other than an earnest Christian.  From these
rauks have come the Dible-women, the teachers, tho
matrons, {1anslalors, workers in every line ; so that with
nv larger futeign staff a much wider work i3 possible.

For three or four years past the teachers of the
Shidzucka school have given a little party to the old
ladies in the church. At tho suggestion of the Bible-
woman they also invited two or thres who did not
attend ourservices, One of these was a pious Buddhist
without a spear of hair on her head, having had it
shaved as a religivus rite. The room was prepared to
receive vhem by arranging all the rags avsilablo in the
centre of the raom, as it would have been very tiring
for them to sit on chuirs. They weze very much in-
terested in looking at the curious things in Sew seis,*
—thn hed especially. They thought itso odd for people
to slvep 0: a shelf. Some enjoyed the foreign meal, bui
one old lady smelled at the bread and buiter but could

*Pronounced ‘sen-st,” teacher,

the promise of the nation’s fature.

not seem to induce herself to taste anything. What
was not eaten was carefully wrapped up in white paper,
according to Japanese etiquette, and carvied home asa
curiosity. After teathe Bible-woman came in and talked
tothem. In a pleasing, winning way, so common among
these people. she explained to them why Sensei had
given them this gockiso (feast), that it was the Jove of
Christ constrained them. Now they had had a gocZiso
for their bodies, but if they came to the church Sunday
morning they would have a gockiso for their souls/
Sunday morning the old Buddhist wae there early.
Before the service she came up to where the teachers
were sitting, bowed very low and thanked them for
their kindness. Japanase etiquette requires this of
those who have been entertsined ; however, she stayed
to the service and afterward eame quite regula:ly.
Some time afterwards she applied for baptism. But
ghe conld not thlnk herself a sinmer. There was no
need for her to repent, though she thought it wou'd be
o good thing if her daughter in-laz would do so!
After further study with the Bible-woman she was led
to see her need of pardon and she is now a devoted
member of our church.

A very oncouraging feature in the Azabu school is
the Alumnaemeeting, spring and fall. The girls de-
light to return to the school home.. Thess gatherings
grow in interest, The last year or so, at the girls' sug-
mestion, the exercises have been almost altogether re-
ligious, as they felt they needed that most, many in
their own homes not being able to attend any service.
The girls have been wonderfully faithfui, some of them
winning over their own familiesto Christ. Our bright-
est hopes centre around those who have made Christiau
marriages, Here, in the united Christian ho%se%ol]d), is

QUESTIIONS FOR MARCH.

‘What are the names of our four Mission Stations in Japan ?

How many Missionaries have we now in Japan and what is
said of them ? '

Who is our naw worker there and what can you tell of her ?

‘What addition has been made to the work in Tokyo, and how
will it soon be still further extended ?

What does Miss Blackmore say in reference to the need of a.
dispensary for the poor ?

Through what is this class reached in Kanazawa and will you
explain how ?

Of what rank are most of the girls taken into the boarding
schools as ¢ supported girls #

Are the parents in this rank intelligent, and if so, how will
they show it 2 .

What agreement is made by the parents with the teachers ?

What remarkable fact is stated of these supported girls ?

What workers have come frown the ranks, aud whatis the result 7

What have the teachers of Shidzuoka school done for two or
three years ? ’

Who were among the iovited at the Bible woman's suggestion ?
Who was one of them ?

Will you teil all you know about the party ?

How did the Bible woman talk to them afier tea, and what
did shesay ?

On Sunday momning, what did the old Buddhist lady do ?

Will you tell the story of her conversion ?

What is an incouraging feature in the Azabn school £ o the
girls love their school life ?

What suggestion of theirs has been carried out the Jast year or
so, and why did they make it ? oo .

What good things are s2id of the girls ciucated in these cchocls.

Around what do our rightest hopes centre ¢



4 THE PALM BRANCH.

 PAELM BRAEANCE: %

PUBLISHED EYERY MONTIL
SAINT Jonn, N, B,
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—— S

All Band reports and notes must be sent through the Branch
Band Corresponding Secretaries.

All other articles intended for publication, all subscription
orders with the money, must now be sent to

MISS S. E, SMITH,
282 Princess Street,
St. John, N. B.

MarcH, 1897.

Wo are looking forward with intense interest to Mra.
Isabella Bird Bishop's book on Korea. We consider
Mrs. Bishop one of ,he greatest Missionaries of the age !

¢ Korea,—1It is stated that hundreds throughout Ko-
rea are seeking Christ. Twelve years only have passed
since Korea was opened to missiorary work, yot now
parents and children may be seen kneeling together at
family worship, askirg blessings upon their meals, and
attending divine service tugather, even though a paper
wall separates map and wife. Christisnity is breaking
down customs that reform measures could not touch,
such as women being scen by men, and those of the
better olasses going out in the daytime. Ancesiral
tablets and objects of superstition are being destroyed,
children are taught to pray to God instead of ‘ror-
shipping auncestors, while many quietly and bravely
bear ridicule and abusoe for Christ’s sake.

We have Lad a great trial this month—no g.ater
trial ever came to the hcart of an Editor!

We were announced, without our knowledge, in the
Letter Leaflet, as being able to supply the Feb. ParLx
Braxce of 1896, at two cents a copy ; when, in reality,
we had only & haif dozen copies on hand, the rest having
been dietributed arnong the Branches. If we had only
known in time we could have had the article—* Metho-
dist Orphanage in Newfoundland"—reprinted in Fub,,
1897, which would have made it all right. As it was
we were deluged with requests, some of which we could
not mee} in any way, after exhausting all our resources.
If any of our friends, who sent stamps, feel aggrioved,
wo anall bo most happy to cancel our indebteduess to
them in any way they-may point cut.

‘We have just received, but too late fir this mounth
wo regret to say, an interesting letter from Miss Cun-
ningham, on the new school in Shidzuoka. We appre-
ciats Mizs Cunningbam’s kiudness in tiking fur us
these precious momvnts of her busy life.

“ Evelyn's Bank,” an iuteresiing sty {romn Ontario,
will appear néxt month.

Wo again thank our Nova Scotia fiiends for their
invaluable help this month, Novi Scotia Brauch is
to be congratulated on rending out a young lady eo
well fitted for medieal work amor 7 the Chinese, as Miss
Maud Killamm. She and Mizs Drooks, o {eacher of
Hastings, Ontario, sailed for China, via San Prancisco,
on the 15th February. We know that they will be

followed by the prayers and best wishes of hosts of -

frionds. We would ask also prayevs for the mothers
of thesa devoted ones, who give their best and bhravest.
Aro they less missionary ?

Among our returned missionaries we can speak of
Miss Cartmell and Miss Robertson, whojare doing good
work at home, stirring up the hearts of many, and en-
listing the sysapathy and interest of our young people.
We trust that they will not he wearied, but refreshed
and strengthened by their visit to the home land,

Centenary Anxiliary, St. John, has to acknowledge
the gift of $10, in memory of Mrs. Frank White, the
charm of whose lovely presence still lingers with s,
and whose early death has left a blank in many hearts,

Also, the usual gift of $20, in memory of Harry
Bortram Hatchings, and $1 in memory of little Willie
Tait. DBy theso tokens we know that our beloved dead
are still with us, Yiving on in the lives of others, and
doing, perhaps more effectively, by their invisible pres-
ence, the work they were not permitted to do here.

As we go to press we are pained to motice the re-
moval, by death, of one of our most devoted home
workers—>Mrs. J. Furrer Stewart, of West Cape, P. E.
I M. Stewart was for some time our efficient Branch
Rec. Sec., and later, Auditor. We quote from the
P. E. 1. Guardian, Feb. 16

Mrs. Stewart was an aetive member and worker of
the Methodist church, being especially zealous in the
cause of missions. Her dclight was in church, Sunday
school and W. C. T. U. work, where she will be sin-
cercly mourned, especially in Prince County, where her
modest, womanly cunnsel was 2ver songhtby her ¢.
we.kers.

We shall miss her swe-t presence ond her gentle

words in the Branch meotings to come, but we shall.

think of her as one who, amid he higher ministrics
of Heaven, still watches with unabated interest the
growth and progress of God's work 21 earth.

¢ Seldom can the heart bo lonely
If it vevk a lonelivastill,

Self furm tting, seeliing only
Emptier cups of love to 1L
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MY THANE OFFERING.
»IRS* J. l-l:‘T{-NO\\'LES.

i L — .

M Tord here is my hand, with its vigor and <kill,

! Orevenits wenkne;s, if this be Thy will:

I Outstretched for Sumanity, tender and true,

! Lord, here is my hand, for the good it may do.

Lord, here is my mind, with its power of thought,

With its treasures of knowledge the years may have brought :
To think and remember and purpose for Thee,

Lord, here is my mind, for the use it may be,

Lord, here is my heart, with its God-g_ivcn slore

Of faith, hope and charity—would it were more |
For grief it may soften, for pain it may share,

Lord, here is my heart, for the love it may bear.

So little and poor is the best I can bring,
To aid in “Thy service, my Saviour and King !

But lo ! with my gifts as | gratefully stand,
T'ransfigured is all by the touch of Thy hand,

ooy

THE MISSIONARY SACK.

T —_—

E SHOULD like to write you tonight a short sketch
J.

of some wmissionary travellers—not delegates to
the W. M. S. to or from Brampton—bat mission-
ary gifts sent from that same vicinily where beat
so many loving missionary hearts.

God’s hand had rested heavily (humialy speaking)
upon the home of one of earth’s favored oues, and from
that luswious and worldly homs four beautiful and
prouising children had been snatched. The broken
but rebellious heast of the mother clung to the gar-
ments a3 well as all the other belongings of those loved
ones, with the tenacity of a mother’s affection. Through
God’s merey, in & mysterious way, this mother's heart
was brought under the ever-blessed influences of one
of the Auxiliaries of our W.M. 8., and rebellion yicld-
ed to lovinyg submission.  After soms little time a eall
was made by this Auxilimy upon its members for
1cailly made cJothing to be sent lo somo place known
only as aneedy mission station. It was then that the
much-prizad and carefully pieserved clothes of her dead
children svemed like sSo mapv voices to cry %o the
mother's awakened conscienco, ¢ Send us! Send us!”
But ah! the thought of other forms wearing her aarl-
jngs apparel, was like a knife severing the last tie.
After a stiuggle, however, the bitterness of which was
known ouly to her GGod, she sent inlo the Ausxiliary
the moast useful of the clothes with this written mos-
sags attached to each article: *God so loved that he
gave.” Many other contributions were aade to the
missionary sack, all mere or loss the fruit of personal
samifie>.

One young wemhr, anxicus to shaw practi-al sympa-
thy for thosa in need, waived her intention of purchas-
ing a rink tickst and nobly invested the peieo thereof
in clothing to help fill the sack. Another mde last
winter's suit serve present dexands snd s:nt the sea-

son’s new outfit to clothe a more needy casea.

Now, lot us follow the course of this precious freight
aftor its delivery at the intonded mission. It fulls into
the hands of those whose hearts are wrung with sorrow
at the familiar sight of need, buf whose means aro limit-
od to almost parsonal requirements. Imagine with what
intarest and love the welcome charitios are distributed.
Earnest prayers are offered for Divine guidance that
they may indesd prove to be God's messengura and go
furth to do the Master’s work.

What rejoicing eame to Jennie James' hemrt cne
night when a whole sait of lovely clothing was sent to
her! Jennie was the only girl of a large family—a
sweet child of twelve years—but nnfo-tunately burn of
parents who knew or thought very little of the things
of God. This child had buen asked so often to come to
the Sabbath school that her childish curiosity awak-
ened in her desires to attend, and when the last obsta.
cle was vemoved through decent appirel beiag provided,
she started out and continued as a regular atlendant at
the school. .

One in no way interested in missionary work  gan
scarcoly imagine the dark hearts and slolid indifferenco
to be found even amidst the very blaze of gospel light:
Such was the extreme sndition in Jennie's house ; and
as her hungry soul feasted on the story of Jesus' igve,

.| so new to her, as taught in the Sabbath School, she -

became 2 subject of converting grace. Afler a few
months, consumption made rapid progress upon har
delicate frams, and kept her housed ; bat her constint
talk was of- what she had learned in the Sibbath
school, and her grateful heart pointed to the missionary
clothing a3 the means of so much good. After a year
of weakuess and sufferinx she slept in Jesas. During
that time her personal and affectionate appsals to the
loved ones of the home, sank as seed in good ground
and sprang up in rich harvest in the hearts of Jennie’s
parents. They foo have begun to learn of Jesus an.l are
leading consistent Christian lives. Truly, love’s saeri-
fice was not in vain.

A poor invalid boy was another to receive of the con-
tents of the missionary sack. He was his father's idol.
But alas! that father's feet never tended towards God’s
hyuse. and his mind had only false and cruel concep-
tions of God. But when these gifts touched the intern
ests of his boy, so dear to him, his mind was led to
enquirs the persons, the motives, etc., that had to do
with bringing sunshineinfo his boy’s life, Qs examin-
ing the gifts, the passnge attached—* God so loved that
he gave”—caught hiseye. Thia proved an arrow of
conviction and gave new direction to his queries. Ha
sought the word of God, then the house of God and
people of God. I need not dotail the sequel. To-day,
he, with many of his kin, are humble followers of Christ,

The value of that bereaved mother's’gifts, whe can
estimate 9 :

Quilts and warm clothing weni fo houses whera
henrts were pleading the promise “Jehovah Jirch,”
and widows’ tears spoke the gratitude that lips 1efused
to viter. But why prolsng the tale! These few ins-
tances, out of many more, assure us that no sacrificn is
vainly made for His nime sike, but that we shall ve-
ceive an hundred-fuld more in this present time; and
in the world to come, life everlasting.

Nova Scolia, A MissioN WWoRRER,
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Address—CousiN Jov, 282 Princess St., St. John, N, B.

Dear Cousiss :— When Cousin Joy was a little girl
and studying the map of Asia, she found on the East-
erb coast a little country, painted yellow, that jutted
out into the sea. She did not know, then, thut she
would ever be so much iuteristed in that little country
as she is to-day. She understuod that it was Corea,
(sometimes spelled with a K). and that it was called
the Hermit Kingdom, because it kept itself apart from
other countiies. Cousia Joy thought it must he a very
proud, selfish little kingdom ; hut she did not know
then, and it did not know how muoh it was losing.

Now, for ten or fifteen yeais it has been open to
othor nations; trade and commerce have begun; the
condition of the people his improved, and, better than
all, the eutrance of Gud’s Word is giving light. Cousin
Joy will give you a story about Cores, this month,
which is very sweet. Can you tell her what Bibhle
atory it is like, in which a little captive fold of the
healing power of God

* Among many effuits made during the present cen-
tury to carry the gospel into Korea, and with litt'e
apparent success, one seed of sacred truth was planted
by a little Chinese lad shortly before Korea was opened
to wissionary effurls ; and this, so far as we know, was
the first in all the hermit kingdom to spring up and
bring fuith fiuit to the glory of God. This little boy’s
name was Ah Fupg. He had been taught at one of
the missivn schoois at Ningpo fo read thie Bible, and to
o to Jesus in prayer whenever he was in need of help.
When he wasahout nine yents of age, his father took
Ah Fung with him on one of his trading expeditions
1o the Korean capital, By some mishap, while there,
the boy was stolen. and sold to the governor, who pre-
sented him to his wife.  She made him her page, and
he would often attempt to tell his young mistress of
the Saviour he luved and trasted, but without avail,
un'il one day the reaper Death took away her bahy
airl; apd then, in het great loneliness and sorrow, she
1ecalled the wornds of hier little page about Jesus and
H:e love, and asked Lim to tell her the story agia.
Day atter day dad this Christian child tilk of the Sa-
vior, until she, tvo, ¢uue to love this same Fiiend.”

DEear Cousiy Joy:—1I think the Pary Braxen is a
nice paper. I belong to the * Wayside elpers Mission
Band ” 1 thivk I hne the answers to the February
Puzzles. The fitst is, ** Feed my lamba” second is
* Cheerful Toilers Mission Dand ; thiid is ©* Thy Word

ig Truth ;" the fourth is “ Queen Victoria.” I got two
new aubsoribers for PavLy BrancR to-day.
Yours truly, Hatrie Poyser.
Delta, Feb. 5, 1897.

Dear Cousiy Joy:—As I have never written to you
before, I thought I'd write you now. Iam C rves-
ponding Secvetary of the * Self Denial Mission Band,”
at Markham. Wae take the Pary Branon, like it very
much, and find it exceedingly interesting.

Your friend, A 8Seur Dentan WoRkkek,

Markhain, Ont., Feb. 3, 1897,

[Will this dear Cousin please send us her name and address 2]

Dear Cousiy Joy :—As I have never written to you
before, I thought that I would write this month. X
belong to the ¢ Willing Workers.” Most of the mem-
bers take the Paru Bravog, and think that it is a very
nice paper. Inclosed you will find a puzzle that you
may print if you think it is worth printing.

Your Friend, Eraer SmirH.

Maccan, Feb. 5th, 1897.

[We would like to print your puzzle, Cousin Ethel, only you
have not sent us the answer. If the little Cousins would enly de
this always, it would save a lot of trouble. Please send the an,
swer next time.]

Dear Couvsiy Joy :—We take the Paum Brancs, and
like it very much. I have never written to you before,
and will do so now. I think I have found the answers
of the Febraary puzzles; they are as follows: first,
“ Feed my lambs;"” second, *‘Cheerful Toilers Mission
Bard;” third, “ Thy Word is Trath ;" fourth, ¢ Queen
Victoria;” fifth, ¢ David.” Yours truly,

Kensingion, P. E. I Dox Carros Darracs.

Dear Cousiy Joy :—As I have never seen a letter
from our Band I thought I would write a short note
this time. I think I have found the answers to the
February puzzles. They are as follows: first, * Feed
my lambs ;" second, ¢ Cheerful Toilers Mission Band ;"
third, ¢ Thy Word is Truth;” fourth, “ Queen Vie-
toria ” The answer to the Scripturoe enigma, is “David.”
W like the Pary BraxcH very much, I think this is
all for this time. Yours sincerely,

Margate, P. E. I, Feb. 11. Bessie E. Duraxr.

MARCH PUZZLES.

1 am composed of 19 letters. { Missionary work.
My 9, 4,19 10, is what we shall do if not discouraged in
My 14, 18, 11, 3, 6, is what our Japanese Missionaries gave
the old ladies,
My 2, 13, 10, 8, isused on shipboard.
My 17, 16, 13, 15, is a bird.
My 7, 18, 11, 2, 6, is what we love with.
My i, 19, 5, 12, iss disguise.
My whole is a woman who is showing her love for God and
her country. Cousin Jov.
My Jirs¢ points out, as may clearly be seen §
My second belongs to the King and the Queen;
My third isa link of two letters alone ;
My fourth indicates very plainly which onz;
My fift4 is a lodging for you and for me;
Our permanent home ‘tis not destined to be ;
My whole, at the last, sfiall be given to Him
Whose name and whose glory shall never grow dim.
Cousix Jov.

What a pity that Cousin Joy has to make her own puzzles thi
month ! and all the time she has three or four good vnes on hand
from the little Cousins which cannot be used just becausg no ag-
swers came with them 11}
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From the Missionary Friend.

NOTES OF MARGUERITE WHONG'S
JOURNEY.

1SS MARGUERITE WHONG, the Chinese
| young lady who rccently visited this country,
o and whose winsome manner and bright pure
Christisn character endoared her to many
henrts, eailed for her home September 14, in
company with Mies Hartford and othor Fuochow
missionaries. His Excellency, Li Hung Chang, wos a
fellow passenger as far as Japsn.  Miss Ruth Marie
Sites has just received & long letter from her little
filend which she shares in part with us, as follows : —
«S. S Eupness or CrIxa, Sept. 14, 1886.  Surely
this is a delightful starting; the statercom is large and
comfortable for two persons to cccupy. Wnat u long
time it seems since I started from the dear Newton
home, and how much has happened ! At Vancouver
we had the honor to walk under the beautiful arches
made of palms and flowers, which the people had put
up for His Excellency Li Bung Chang; we alse found
our steamer bright with gay-colored flags. Buv I feel
queer to be awong so many Chinese men, and must
again be a very proper Chinese lady. )
«September 16. We stopped for an hour at Vie-
toria, just on account of Li. Miss Hartford took me
up on deck, and what a crowd of people rushing along
near the boat to see him! Many Chinese same aboard
to grest him. Each knelt before him to show respeet.
One man brought along his little boy only four or five
yearsold, anb when the little fellow knelt he was so
cute everybody admired him.
«Ii is very sensible, and dresses and acts like any
ordinary Chinese gentleman. I rather like him; he
doesn’t put on any airs, as I thought he would. What
o great surprise to me this ‘letter box’! I know you
are the foundation of it all. Miss Hartford hands me
a letter each morning Yesterday when I opened my
letter I found it came from one of the dear girls at
Island Heights. They did not know me very well, and
yot they have shown in so many ways they do care for
me: Strange! This morniug when I woke our port-
hole was closed, so it was pretty dark; but I got up, sat
on my bed, and first thing I did read my text book and
88y MY Pr3YOIS.e... Ch, I am so glad ¥ can tell my dear
Heavenly Father everything, and that He is with meall
the time. To-day such a wonderful thing has hap-
pened. How I wished for you when the great man Li
walked past your little girl and turned round and look-
ed at her with a real grand-papa-ly expression. Im-
mediately afterward he sent his imterpreter to inquire
who I am, where I come from, how long have I been
abroad, what school I enter, etc. W talked in Eng-
lish, a¢ he could not talk our dialect. Then he went
and brought Mr. Lo, the Foochow secretary of whom
Dr, Baldwin told us. We had quite a little talk, for
although he was a stranger and a Cbiness maz, I was
80 happy to meet one who could speak to me in my own
dear native dialect. After Misses Hartford and Trimble
join in the tslk, I went down to our cabin and got the
‘yellow book’ which you remember I put all ready,
when I packed my steamer trunk, for a chance just
like this.” [The “yollow book” was s little volume

printed by her father, as is the custom of the Chinese,
whon he acquired his second liteiary degros in the
national compotitive examinations.. It tells the official
ox literary rank of all his family for generations back,
also the fact of Lis brother, a fiisy licutenant aboard one
of the lnigest chinese men-of war, having lost his life.in
the battle at Port Arthur in the late Chinese war. R.
M. S,

“ M]r. Lo took the bookin to Li, and came back saying
His Excellency wished to look it over, and was much
interested to find I am the daughter of a title man.

“September 17, Oh! my heart is still jumping, and
my hands still trembling. TUve just come down from
Li'sroom. This morning he sent word he wanted to
see me at ten o'clock. Well, I want to tell you about
the little private affuir in hisroom. Soon as he sent for
me I came to our cabin and put on my pretty silk suit.
then asked Miss Ilariford to go with me. \When wa
came before him I knelt down real lo v, but the dear
map, he rise from his seat, come and assist me up, and,
bless you, he want toshake hands with me, aud e did.

“We sat down, and he asked me all about the family
from my father down to little Sa Muoi. He asked me
how old I am, who is my Englich teacher; I told him
you, Siek Guniong, my only teacher. I must not for-
get to tell yon that Mr. Lo said he knew Dr. Sites in
Foochow ; 50 you seo there is some one with this great
man to whom your dear father preached the gospel.
After many more questions Li said he wished to appoint
me to represent our dear Chiua in the World’s Congress
of Representative Women to be held in London in
1898. Just think of it! Your little girl bave some-
thing {o do with the Chinese Government!

« Miss Hartford, who was with me this morning, told
Mr. Lo about onr Dr. Hu King Eng, and recommended
her to go with me to London, and I think she will.
The reason Li wants z7¢ to go is because he read my
father’s yellow book and knows who I am—my father’s
daughter and my unecle’s nieco ; and mo-t of all because
I am your little girl. You taught me the English,
brought me t» America, and now cend me back at this
time givo me the chance to meet Li.

“His Excollency gave me three big English books—
histories of the World’s Congress—to keep. Iam so
glad I can have something from him, such a great man,
next to our Emperor. I am glad, too, he has given me
such an honor to carry home. I think father will be
very pleased. You know he cares so much for honors;
and this is from our government,.

 This is really the first iims I feel any happy to
come home, and I tnink I understand now, God has
the arrangement made before already, and put me on
this ship with Li, and is going to use ma to shine His
light for China. Dont worry about your little girk
should ba proud or any thing like that, for she will
learn to be more meek than ever from her Jeius her
Master, T tell you it will be a great change for China
on account of Li’s visit to America and England, Why
should China send women to meet with ‘ Representa-
tive Woni:n of ‘ the World’? 1 thought Chinese gove
ernment shall never have anything to do with women,
and now so soon this new way is opened for all the
poor women and girls of my dear country to he ac-
counted side by side with men.

To be Continued,
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LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES.

Loxpouy Braxcn.

Miss A . Calill, Sccietary Askin Stroet Methodist
Chureh Mlssivn Circle, writes :

On January 18th we held a © Crusade Lvening ” and
had the pleasure of onrolling thirty-two members, mak-
ing a tolal membership of fifty-five already. Wo are
working for the ¢ Banuer” again this year, which was
o uearly ours lnst year. Weare now “The Missionary
Department of the Epworth League ”"—hoping in this
new relationship we may make greater advancemont
spniitmally, socially, and f{inancially. Last year we
raised 8103, of this sum S60 suppoits a Bible woman
in China. Wo subseriba for fifty Palm Branches.

I would like to say the “Banner ” to which I refer is
one given by the “London Branch” to the Circle send.
ing in the largest number of new members; wo were two
short 1ast year.

Nova Scoria Banp No7TEs,

The Sceretary of ¢ Willing Helpers” Band, Hants-
port, writes: “Our Migsion Band gave an enlertain-
ment on Wednesday, Dec. 23rd. A good programme,
consisting of music and recitations of a Christinas char-
acter, was well carried out, after which lunch was served,
and articles which had been made up in the band dur-
ing the last thrce months, were sold from a Christmas
trae. A larg: and appreciative audience was present,
and all went away well pleased with the evening's
entertainment. The sum of $16.00 was realized.

The “Downing” and “Try Again” Dands had a
united sale on Dec. 22nd. The sale consisted of fancy
goods and confectionary. The proceeds were $40.00.”

M. E. Browx, Cor, Secretary.
So. Farmirgton, Annapolis Co., N. S.

N. B. axp P. E. I. Banp NoTEs.

Eva M. G. Colpitts, Cor, Sec., Pleasant Vale, Elgin,
N. B, writes :

*“The Snowdrop Mission Band held a coneert on the
ovening of December 25th, 1896. At the close a
collection wos taken up amounting to $3.37. Wo have
a membership of twenty in our Band: Woe are hoping
and trying to make this year, 1897, much more devoted
to this work of missions.

Miss Annio Mellish, Cor. Sce., Charlottetown, P. E,
1., wiites:

‘The tenth annual celebration of the Wesley Mission
Circle took the form, this year, of a ¢ Baked' Bean So-
cial. The girls and boys spared no pains to make
this entertainment “the event of the season,” and they
were not disappointed, as the large number present }

seemed to enjoy themselves in the truest sense of tho |
word. After supper an excellent programme of music
and recitations was admirably ciriied out by mem-
bers of the Circle. Much credit is due the President,
Miss Large, for the success of her first entertainment.
]

Proceeds, $25.00. !

The * Lavinia Clarke Mission Band” held a most
successful concert in the Methodist Church, Pownal,
on Chri-lmas Eve. The programme, which was bright
and va:icd, was entirely Christian and missionary.
Collection, $7.30.

It was the pleasure of your Band Secretary to be
present at a Concert given by the Coqualeetza Mis-
sion Band of the first Methodist Church, Charlotte-
town, on Thursday evening, Dec. gth. The roum
was beautifully festooned and decorated with red,
white and blue bunting. Rev. G. M. Campbeli pre-
sided. The concert opened by a march and welcome
song, with the Chatauquasalute by the Band, fifty in
all. The programme consisted of dialogues, solos,
recitalions, and music. All the performers did splen-
didly, from the five little flower girls, who told in
their quaint way how they made up a bouquet of flow-
crs, to the much larger girls who went through ¢ Aunt
Polly” and *¢ The Globe " so weil, Perhaps the most
instructive number of the prograinme was a dialogue,
illustrated with colored ribbons, on ¢ the different re-
ligions of the world ;” a lung black ribbon represent.
ing ‘* the genuine heathen ™ who have no religion of
any kind. The chairman, in complimenting the two

performers, said it was only fair to say that while the
facts were facts, the composition of the dialogue itself
was the work of the President, Miss Annie Mellish.
The last number-—a Christmas Cantata—although
long ans® difficult, was carried out in a manner that
would have done credit to much older performers.
My dear Band Workers—how often letters come to
me, saying it is impossible to get a bright and good
programme without secular material ; believe me, that
large audience went home delighted, and with far
more sympathy with the children, and a better con-
cepticn of what Mission Band work really is, than a
series of . ati-mission concerts could have given them.
To repeat the question of the President: “ We tried
to have the programme bright and varied ; did we
succeed?” Yes! they did, just as all my other Bands

can do too, I Delieve the proceeds of the concert
came to $30.00. .
Pownal. I. TurxER.

<
A notable event of our times is the establishment of
a Japanese line of steamers between Yokohama and our
Pucific coast. This line is to compets with the Can-
adian Pacific, and its steamers are of the highest grade.

Korea has been re-divided into thirkcen counties.
First class post-offices have been placed in eleven of the
cities, and second class in fourteen smaller towns. .



