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His Majefty's

| <« CI. A R ATION

Of W A R againft the Zrewch King.

R.

H F amwarrantable Procecdings of the French in the IPe/t Indies, and North America, fince the Conclufion of the Treaty of _dix la Chapelle, and the

Lfurpations and Encroachments made by them upon Our Territories, and the Settlements of Our Subjeéts in thofe Parts, particularly in Our
Province of MNowa Scerin, have been fo notciious, and fo frequent, that they canmot burt be locked upon as a fufficient Evidence “of a formed Defign
and Refolution in that Court, to~purfuc invariably fuch Meafures, as fhould moft effectuaily promote their ambiticus Views, without any Re-
gard to the moft folemn Treaties and Engagements. We have not been wanting on OQur-Part, to make, from time to time, the moft ferious
Reprefentations _to the French King, upon thefe repeated Adts of Violence, and to endcavour to obtain Redrefs and Satisfaction for the In-
jurics done to Our Subjefs, and to prevent the hike Caufcs of Cornplaint for the future : But though frequent Affurances have been given,
that every thing fhould be fettled agreeable te the ‘Treaties fubfifting between the Two Crowns, and particularly, that the Evacuation of the
Four. Neutral Hlands in the #2u# Indies, fhould be effefted (which was exprefily promifed to Our Ambaffador in Framce) the Exccution of thefe
Affurances, and of the Trcatics on which they were founded, has been evaded under the moft frivolous Pretences ; and the unjuftifiable Practices of .
the Fyench Governors, and of the Officers adting under their Authority, were ftill carried on, till, at length, in the Month of _Zsr+/, <ne thoufand
feven hundred and fifty ¥our, they broke out in _open Aéls of Hoftility, when, in Time of profound Peace, without any Declaration of War, and
without any previous Notice given, or Application made, a_Body of French Troops, under the Command of an Officer bearing the Fremch
King's Commiffion, attacked in a hoftile Manner, and poffefled themfelves of the Engliyh Fort on the Obicin Nosrth Awmerica.

But notwithftanding this A& of Hoftility, which could net but be looked upon as a Commencement of War, yer, from Our earneft Defirc
of Peace, and in Hopes the Court of Franmce would difavow this Violence and Injuftice, We contented Ourfelves with fending fuch a Force |
to Anicrica, as was indifpenfably neceflary for the immediate Defence and Proteftion of Our Subjedis againft frefh Artacks and Infulrs. .

In_the mean Time great Naval Armaments were preparing in the Ports of France, and a confiderable Body of French Troops embarked for Nerth .America ; and though

the Frezch Ambaflador was fent back to Eagland with fpdcious Profeflions of a Defire to accommodate thefe Differences, yet it appeared, that their real Defign was only to
ain Time for the Paffage of thofée Troops to fwerica, which they hoped would fecure the Superiority of the Fremzch Forcés in thofe Parts, and onable them to carry their ‘am-
bitious and oppreflive Projeéts into Execution. . .

In thefe Circumftances We could mot but think it incumbent upon Us, to endeavour to prevent the Succefs of o dangerous a Defign, and to oppofe the Landing of the.
French Troops in _America’; and, m Confequence of the juft and neceffary Mecafures We had taken for that Purpofe, the Frexcd Ambaflador was immediately recall_ed from Qur
Court; the Fortifications at Dunkir4, which had been repairing for fome Time, were enlarged; great Bodies of Troops marched down to the Coaft; and Our Kingdoms were
threatened with an Invafion. e }

In order ro prevent the Execution of thele Defigns, and to provide for the Security of Our Kingdoms, which were thus threatened, We could no longer forbear gx\*lng_orders
for the feizing at Sea the Ships of the Fremch King, and his Subjects. Notwithflanding which, as We were #ill unwilling to_give up all FHopes that an Accommodaton might be
cffefted, We have contented “Ourfelves hitherto with detaining the fauid Ships, and preferving them, and (as far as was poflible) .their Cargaces intire, - without proceeding to the
Confifcation of them: but it being now evident, by the hoftile Invafion aétually made by the Frencs King of Our Ifland of AMirorce, that it is the determined Reﬁ?lutxon of thati
‘Court to hearken to mo Terms of Peacc, but to carry on the Waf, which has been lofig begun on their Parr, with the utmoft Violence, We can no longer remain, confiftendy
with what We owe to Our own Honour, and te thée Welfare of Our Subjelts, within thofe Bounds, which, from a Defirc of Pecace, We had hitherto obferved.

“We have therefore thought proper to declare Wai; and We do hercby Declare War againit the Frezch King, who harh fo un)uﬁlg begun it, relying on the Help of
_Almighty God, in Our juft’ Undertaking, and being affured of the hearty Concurrence and Affifftance of Our_ Subjeéts, in fupport of fo good a Cauies hereby willing
and requiring Our Captain General of Our Forces, Our Commiffioners for €xecuting the Office of Qur High Admiral of Great Britain, Our Lieutenants of Our feveral Coun-
ties, Governors of Our Forts and Garrifons, and all other Officers and Soldiers under them, by Sea and Land, to do and execute all Aéts of .p]oﬁ;hty, in the Profecution
of this War againft the Fremcd King, his Vaflals and Subjeéts, and to oppofe their Attempts: Willing and requiring all Our Subjcéts to take Notice of the fame, whom Wa
honceforth  ftriétly forbid to hold any Correfpondence or Communication with the faid &rench King, or his Subjefts. And We do hercby command Our own Subjefts, and
advertife_all other Ferfons, of what Narion foever, not to tranfport or carry any Soldiers, Arms, Powder, Ammunition, or other Contraband Goods, to any of the Texritories,
Yands, Plantations, or Countries of the faid Frexch King; Declaring, That whatfoever Ship or Veflel fhall be met withal, tranfporting or carrying any Soldiers, Arms, Powder,
Ammun’xtiog, lor fany other Comtraband Goods, to any of the ‘Territorics,.Lands, Plantations, or Countries of the faid French King, the fame, being taken, fhall be condemned
as good and lawful Prize. . "

And whereas there arc remaining in Our Kingdom divers of the Subjefts of the Fremch King, We do hereby declare Our Royal Intention to be, That all the French Subjeéts
awho fhall demean themfelves dutifully towards Us, fhall be {afe in their Perfons and Effels.

;

Given at Our Court at Kes/fingzon, the Seventeenth Day of May, 1756, in the Twenty ninth Year of Our Reign.

God fave the King.
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