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OF THE

NOVA-SCOTIA

baptist association-,

HELD AT HALIFAX,

On Monday and Tuesday, 27th & 28th June,

1836.

together with I

Their Circular Letter. Missionary Notices, 
Remarks, 8fc. i
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MINUTES, fcc.

iïO&RA y, June 27zZl Iü3fi
Th K introductory Sermon

_,7Ü* gwewl by Elder Edward

"-0 * A P«.*Z"Z JZÏtrk #rnu
I^A C^Uoaj" Rid of

Missions ,w#s itafceq 0q
the Sabbath

Mimro, who °flered by Elder
Pomted Clerk, and J. ^ J'Mw Chipman wasZ
Uerks. Brethren J. pryor a„d V Vrij^,chard
Alters and Joseph Di,IK)ck GooeVp choseu to rea<l the

âM* Crawley, lv. Burton T‘ $• «animé
•Ppointcd to ermine Letters' TW a,,d ll* M‘Learn, «JL
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES.
I# !

!If !.. [The names of ordained Ministers are in SMALL capitals ; Those 
of Licentiates >n Italics ; Ministers not present marked with an 
Asterisk* ; Churches from which no information was received 
marked t ; and vacant Churches distinguished by a dash ; 
Churches from which no information was received are returned 
as they stood last year.]
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Edward Manning 
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James Edwards 
•Israel Potver 
James Munro 
Dr. LynJs .
Asa Daniels . 
Maynard Parker 
Ingraham E. Bill 
•Peter Crandall

3 1 1113
1Lower Granville 

"Wilmot . . .
1st. Cornwallis .

102
85 31 4225

5 12 277e •
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6 1 3 105

AyPsford
3 2 11471st. Clements . 
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17 971
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1 2 
2108 10
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Nictaux . . • 
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33703 Liverpool . 
t Brookfield 
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t Little Fork: 
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103• •r t
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T. S. Harding . 
John Pryor . 
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John Dovle . .
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Chester . . •Joseph Dimock 
James Skerry 
N. Bakman 

W". Beckwith 
*Samuel McCully ) 
Charles Tupper •
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Amherst . . ,
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2 1 32• • • «
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William Burton 
John Burton 
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W iliam Henry 
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Abraham Stronach
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES. F

i GADDED.
5'rO tt CL

CHERCHES.
r
$■:

i VotiGranville Street 
Halifax

fMabou . . .
fTracadie . , . 
Windsor Road 
Sherbrook . . 
Baddcck . . 
jStewiaeke . ..

E. A. Cbawley, Simon ï21 20 20 130
Voit

II Letter foi 
Vote 

the Minui 
Vote 

the Unité» 
he attend 
convenien 

Votei 
the New-, 
him of the 
£1 10s. fc 

Volet 
R. McLea

27
1 i 2 6 2 35

2 2 24
1 1 13

*Geo. Richardson 
Abraham Newoomb 
John Richardson

ii Xi
1

1
. St. Margaret’s ■

Bay . . 
tEconomy . .
Jeddore . . .
TpCERIsVland } *j0HN Shaw

East Point . . —■ , ____ __________
tCanso . . .----------------- ------------
3rd. Cornwallis Edward Manning 

C. R. BiU 
Nathan Tupfier

Wilmot Mountain John; Chase

}

213 

2 2
J

i
seugers.I Voted. 
tionbeirtsti 
uniting wit 
State#.

i

s Voted.- 
Domestic » 

W hereby, 
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28' 6 781

Tusket • . 31 24
William Burton
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s“ch measure

. And when*

32 20
131458|89191 [28|23|4985

<33"/ Letter from the Church at Port Medway has come to hand 
since tue meeting of the Association. Messenger, Brother Porter. 
Added 13—present number 28.
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r , , aS,,ick> F- W- Miles,"
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Letter for next year. ' C“mn8h““> 1*1,are the CinSr

He Minutes, superintend the
Voted,-TUt Brother Wimem Pu^ pr,”M-

tlie United States^ and in cafle f f Cbipman be our Itfesseneor » 
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throughout the denomination, that the present Board of Domestic 
Missions should be increased. Therefore it is Resolved, that 
brethren I. E. Bill, W. Burton, E. A. Crawley, R. MoLearn, and 
J. W. Nutting, be added to the present Board, who are continued for 
the ensuing year. <

And whjreas, greater benefit will arise from more frequent and 
regular meetings of the Board for the transaction of business, and the 
consideration of the various c’aims for Missionary help ; It is there
fore Resolved, that the Board be recommended to hold quarterly 
meetings in each year, in such places as may be most central and 
convenient, and that seven members of the Board do constitute a 
quorum, for the transaction of business, and that the first meeting of 
the Board be held at Horton Institution, at 11 o’clock on the first 
Wednesday in August.

That W. A, Chi\n.;an be continued Treasurer, and William Chip- 
man and Richard M‘Learn be the Secretaries of the Domestic board; 
and that J. W. Nutting be Treasurer, and E. A. Crawley, Secretary 
of the Foreign Missionary Board.

into theii 
Brethren 
were apj« 

5. In I, 
Missions, 
Deration f< 

The Re 
flitted by 
and progrr 
tiou, the R 
flore the' oj 
adequate to 
on the deni 
only for the 
'ion, but m i
opiate with 
The Report 
libera;'ty of 
tance to ourAdjourned until Tuesday morning. In the evening Brother R.W, 

Cunn;ngham preached from Psalm viii. 3. 4.

Mot according to adjournment, Tuesday morning, at haif-prst ten 
o’clock. Prayer by Elder T. S. Harding.

The Report of the select Committee on Letters and Petitions w i 
read and adopted.—

1st. In reply to a Letter from the Church in Lunenburg—“ Is it 
right to receive travelling Preachers who are not licensed to preset 
by any Churc1.”—we would say according to a Resolution of a former 
Association. That Churches cannot consistently patronize public 
speakers unless they are suitably licensed.

2nd. In reply to a Letter from a number of Baptist brethren and 
sisters residing in Aylesford, requesting a Council to afford them 
advice ir. relation to some difficulties subsisting between them and the 
Baptist Church of Aylesford, of which they are members ; we would 
say, that in our opinion the request of those brethren should be g.inted, 
and that the following brethren meet at A? lesford on Wednesday the 
6th of July :—Elders E. Manning, Joseph Dimock, Maynard Par
ker, R. M‘Learn, W. Chi pm an, John Chase, N. Viditoe, R. Cun
ningham, W. Burton, T. S. Harding, and I. E. Bill.

3rd. In reply to a Letter from the 1st Church of Halifax, on the 
subject of Church discipline, we say, that our Association or any 
part thereof, have no intention to interfere with their Church discip
line, nor with their ordinations, unie is invited by said Church.

4th. We reply to a Letter from a number of persons calling them
selves the African Church of Halifax, That we are unacquainted with 
said Church, but having reason to fear that their organization is 
irregular we recommend the appointment of a Committee to enquire

The follow 
unanimously.
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10

Voted,—-That mi Agent be appointed to solicit subscription! for the 
Horton Institution, for the purposes expressed above ; and that 
R. M4Learn be the agent.

Adjourned for one hour.
Met at the appointed hour, and after prayer, it 
Voted,—That the Annual Meeting this year 

Granville, on the first Sabbath after the 20th of September next.
Voted,—That it be recommended, that particular attention be paid 

to the encouragement of Sabbath Schools throughout the Churches
connected with this Association. , , , . M ,

Voted,—That a prayer meeting on the evening of the first Monday — The s 
of every month, be recommended to be observed in the sevetul ■ your atten 
Churches, for the spread of the Gospel at home and abroad. ■ are aware

Voted.—That the next Association be held at Yarmouth, on the ■ An(l the c 
first Monday after the 20th of Juue next, and that brother Munro, ■ curjous spt 
preach the introductory sermon, and in case of failure, brother ■ ofdivine 0i
T. S. Harding. , I thus the mi

Voted,—That Brethren Crawley, Nutting, and M Learn, be a ■ ustoexpec 
Committee to examine the Circular Letter, preparatory tor t e ■ ourse|veS( j
Minutes. ... .. . ,. ■ author of i

Voted,—That Remarks on each Church will not be required this ■ t|le g|ory 
year, but that observations on the general state of religion throughout ■ boasting on 
the Province, may be published with the Minutes. ■ leads us to 1

Voted,—That this Association being fully satisfied in concurrence ■ Mgi„g our 
with the Association of New Brunswick, that the interests of religion ■ whcun, are i 
in connection with this denomination require the publication in ■ The first 
Halifax, of a weekly Newspaper, combining religious, with other ■ ofconvincir
useful and interesting information, in lieu of the Magazine now pub- ■ a special di
fished, are of opinion that such paper ought to be commenced withi e ■ prfipare hifn
berinninir of the ensuing year, provided a suflicient support can be ■ n,|||e salvat
secured ; and in case of its publication the Members of this Associa- ■ community < 
lion pledge themselves to sustain it to the utmost of their ability. ■ onal appreh 

Voted,—That Brethren Pryor, and M4Learn, of ]S ova-Scotia, and ■ ahgivings « 
t w Miles of New-Brunswick, be a committee to enquire into U) ■ exist withou 
best means of securing sufficient support to such Paper, and to give ■ This latter is

*** I a
of Massachusetts, fcr their distinguished kindness in °^er'nS^ $uj| ■ ' e. convince 
Uin on their principles, five young men, who may study for the | „flhefact •
sacred Ministry at the Horton Institution tinman for I "!he day «

Voted —-That thanks be presented to Mr. Stephen Chipman, ■ sand were
hi. very liberal donation of £100 to the Horton ln»t»tut.on. . ■ brethren whâ

Voted__That thanks be presented to the Church of Halifax ■ m the case of
congregation, tuidother benevolent friend, fo, their hosp.uluy ud | iag

was r-eluded by praver. At half.paat 7 rttt I Ï SBJ 
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CIRCULAR LETTER.
DEAR BRETHREN,

your attention is thelïfluence o^’ STSd S g*"1? Wewou,d call
are aware we consider one of the fun!? J S,p,,nt‘ LTh'8 doctrine you 
And the discussion of U, We "Th trUths of Christianity,
cunoue speculation. By it we arc n° F'™"* a useless orof divine origin ; not the native . a.u°^^ t^at religion in the soul is 
thus the mind is freed from that ht,man heart ; and
us to expect to he our own SaviourZrTf T'*’ Which WOU,d ,ead 
ourselves it might reasonably end with n*! T*" co",">‘-'"ced with 
author of our own salvation y • , Î" °"r8e,vres, and being the 
the glory arising from it. But thi'«!î ,^0Per,y =laim to ourselves 
hoisting on the partof ma„ stales he T'r ®ffectual,y excludes # 

_ leads us to live a life of hnS j , pnde of al1 huma" glory, and

::£51 ssrMe?
apport can be ■ m the salvation of the ^ùl Th h#t grace> wtdch 's manifested 
f this Astocn- ■ ,onim„nily ‘t1otjrîT^'y,1h-« few parson, !„ a

T-0" ït? 1 '0.Mo°L°Lô!'i7r'-a the Hori®‘s™ri!

study for the | f the fact d ™ are furnislled ™h proof

On the day of Pe„tec“;Pit wJ by h,:rLflg:Ven \ 8?"d Wr^rs.«and were pricked in their heart! li uT® h&t the three tho“-
brethren what shall we do.” The £me i CFy °Ut “ men and

i B5&*- £ t*B£ V,Z" ** °8“
* lh‘ *» *• ”f « revers "iffcîtûS:
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Iffli 12li himself the sentence of death, the rememberance of long forgotten 
iniquities is revived, in all their prominent and revolting features ; the 
follies of childhood, the crimes of youth, and the unrighteousness of 
riper years. A retrospective glance summons to the distinct recollec
tion of the sinner his hardened heart, his unbending will and his un- 
godly desires. The sins which before appeared quite venal and 
trifling are now collected and embodied before him in all their aggra
vation, and he trembles in view of the righteous judgment of God. 
This, not merely thro’ the fear of punishment, but he is affected by the 
odious nature, the “exceeding sinfulnesss” of sin as committed against 
a pure and holy God ; and like David the language of his heart is, 
v against thee, thee only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy 
eight and he feels that unless God in mercy interpose he must perish

et6In addition to this work of conviction, it is by the influence of the 
Holy Spirit alone that men are regenerated and turned unto God. 
The proof of this doctrine is as simple as it is convincing For if the 
Holy Spirit is not the author of regeneration who or what is ? Say 
some, we will place the truth before the mi d of the sinner, and this 
truth operating in the form of motives will regenerate the soul. But 
upon what is the truth to operate as a motive ? Unless we deny the 
express declarations of the Scripture, the natural heart does not love 
God, nor the truth of God, but is wholy averse to them. If then the 
motive is calculated to excite a holy disposition to action, the 
bas naturally no holy disposition, and consequently cannot be affect
ed at all Nothing is a motive unless it meets a corresponding taste. 
An invitation to a feast is no motive to an invalid, whose sickly taste 
nauseates the banquet:—So the truth cannot move the heart to 
love,until a corresponding taste be first excited there. Increasing light 
thrown upon an object which is disagreeable to us only excites our
disgust. The light of truth so far from extinguishing the flame of our 
rebellion, is only oil cast upon the fire. The clearer views unawakened 
sinners have of the truth, the more this enmity is enflamed. Because 
if an object be hated, it will be hated the more in proportion as it is 
more clearly perceived. Unless the heart is first changed by some 
higher influence, the truth of itself cannot produce love to God. 
The disorder lier not on the surface, it is deep within, and the 
same Almighty power which first formed the heart, is required 
reform it. This is evident from the langur ge in which the change is 
mentioned in the Bible. The expressions - to be born again “ to be 
made a new creature” “to be raised from the dead”—are allowed to 
be metaphorical ; but they are designed to convey a most momentous 
truth, to exhibit to us not only the greatness of the change but its

But this leads us to the question , who is the author of regeneration ’ 
How do any of the children of men ever come to possess a principle 
of true holiness? No effect can exceed its cause? Whence wet
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take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you * 
heart of flesh, and I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do them.”— 
( bz. xxvi. 25. 20. 27 ) The idea contained in this passage evidently 
is, not merely that God will persuade them by the influence of motives 
to be obedient and holy, but that he will give a new heart, and a new 
spirit, j.e. will exert a direct influence on the soul. It is a special in
fluence over and above the mere influence of motives. A supernatu
ral influence, something beyond the stated operations of divine power, 
through the medium of second causes. God gives a new heart and 
new spirit, and the consequence is that a new direction is given to all 
the powers and faculties of the mind. The account which is given of 
Lydia by the sacred writers is illustrative of this subject. A certain 
woman named Lydia, a seller of purple of the city Thyatira, which 
worshipped God, heard us, whose heart the Lord opened that she at
tended to the things which were spoken of Paul.”.—Actsxvi; 11.
1 he language here used shows that the influence which was exerted 

upon Lydia was direct upon her heart, the work of God, not merely 
by the instrumentality of the truth operating as a motive, persuading 
hertoopei. her heart and receive and obey the Gospel; but her heart 
was opened preparatory to her attending to the things which were 
spoken by Paul ; it was because her heart was opened that she atten- 
ded. 1 here is another passage having a bearing on this subject.
‘ l i ,Pe maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given us.”— 
Rom. v. 5. Here evidently is a work direct upon the heart, wrought 
by the Holy Spirit. The truth may be known and felt by sinners 
without being loved and obeyed by them. When however the natural 
enmity of their hearts is changed to love it is done by the Holy Spirit 
shedding abroad the love of God in their hearts. Many other pas
sages might be adduced, which speak of a direct influence upon the 
heart. The general argument drawn from the above is briefly this : 
God employs various means and motives in order to reclaim 
transgressors from their sins. He instructs, warns, invites, places 
before them the most solemn considerations of their duty, and 
interest, But these means of themselves have ever proved in
effectual. In addition to all this God is pleased by his own act to 
open the heart to the reception of the truth. He is pleased to give a 
new heart and new spirit and thus cause them to walk in his ways. 
He actually sheds abroad his love in their hearts. Besides presenting
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then instead of the thorn shall ootoe up the fir tree, and instead of the 
brier aliall come up the myrtle tree> and it shall be to the Lord far a 
name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” There should 
be then no intermission ia our importunity at the throne of grace no 
rest given to him that heareth prayer “ till he establish, and make 
Jerusalem a praise i# the earth.’

And does not this subject authorize an earnest and affectionate 
peal to the Ministers of the Gospel of Christ, and to those who are 
about to be engaged in its arduous services. If ou the face of tlie 
whole earth there be any order of men, any class of Christians who 
may be expected most deeply to feel their need of divine influence 
surely it is the order of Christian Ministers. Without a powerful* 
impression of the necessity of that influence, you cannot to any effect 
study .tli3 scriptures, or address your hearers on the things that belong 
to their eternal peace. You may bring forth out of your treasuries 
things new and old, you may preseat interesting elucidations of divine 
truth, you may make impressive appeals to the understanding 
the heart ; you may awaken attention and excite admiration, and 
alter all you may only be to your hearers “ as a very lovely son» 0f 
one that has a pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument 
tor they may hear your words and yet do them not.” It far tran
scends the energies of the most able and most holy minister to chase 
away the darkness of the benighted understanding, to open an avenue 
to the heart, which is closed against the admission of truth, and to 
say to the troubled conscience, “ Peace be still.” Let then the per- 
suasion of incompetency to secure the grand objects of the Christian 
ministry, powerfully urge you, dear Brethren, who preach the gospel,
“ *"^h the utmost importunity the supply of the Spirit of Jesus
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we trust the Church in Halifax thus favoured with a succession of 
religious services, will not forget their obligations to improve them to 
the glory of God.

The bu :ness of (lie Association commenced immediately after 
the close of the introductory sermon. A brief allusion to several im
portant subjects which engaged the attention of the Association may 
be interesting to our Churches throughout the Province ; and a few 
remarks on our inattention to several departments of Christian labor 
may be useful.

The reading of the Letters from the several Churches gave intel
ligence of a happy union subsisting generally throughout the body, 
and powerful revivals of religion have been experienced in some 
churches. To the churches at Nictaux, Wilmot, and Wilmot 
Mountains, several hundreds have been added, and the prospects of 
Ministers are still cheering.

It is truly gratifying to know that our Churches throughout the 
Province enter warmly into the Temperance reformation—indeed, 
nearly all the Members of Baptist Churches are comprised in Tem
perance Societies. We fear however, that zeal in this good work 
may abate too soont The Letters from the Churches did not contain 
as much intelligence of the progress of the reformation as we expected 
to hear. We hope our pious friends will not abate their zeal until 
intoxicating beve.ages are exterminated.

We regretted on hearing the letters, that more interest was not 
manifested in favor of Sabbath Schools. The importance of this 
department of Christian labor we believe, is not yet duly estimated. 
In many of the Churches there are flourishing schools, but in others 
they are badly conducted, and in some we fear, altogether neglected. 
Were our youth regularly, and thoroughly trained up in Sunday 
Schools and Bible Classes, we should remove a great amount of 
ignorance which now prevails in many parts of the Province. The 
Session was much occupied with important business, or a plan bad 
been proposed for the improvement of our Sunday School system ; 
we hope the subject will at the next Association, receive the attention 
it demands.

We are son y that the souls of the poor heathen appear nearly 
> forgotten. A few years ago our Churches felt the deepest sympathy 

for their brethren of the East, millions of whom are bound in Satan’s 
chains; our sympathy was evinced too by our benevolence ; but this 
year, only a few churches cast their mite into that department of the 
Lord's Treasury. Can our Christain Pastors who are sustained by 
the prayers of an enlightened Church, and who are surrounded 
with daily comforts, ever fail to excite an interest in favor of the 
perishing heathen ? Can our brethren and sisters who enjoy the 
richest blessings of the gospel of peace, and all the bounties of provi
dence, ever forget the toils and privations of those beloved men who 
have gene far hence, beneath a scorching sun, to preach the gospel to
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usefulness, let us not fail in this emergency to afford it that aid which 
it imperiously demands, and which our delegates have unanimously 
resolved to give.

The Weekly religious Newspaper, which has long been under 
consideration, received due attention. Several addresses were made 
setting forth the advantages of such Paper, and showing how it might 
hopefully be sustained. The objects of the Paper have already been 
published in the Magazine, and future numbers of that work may 
more fully explain its design. Several persons came forward and 
proposed to become responsible for the charges of the paper, who 
will constitute a publishing committee as soon as the work shall be 
commenced. The Association passed a resolution to relinquish the 
present Magazine and adopt the Paper, as soon as it is fairly ascer- 
taiued that the latter will be sustained. A committee was appointed 
to obtain all needful information on the propriety of relinquishing the 
Magazine and adopting the Paper. All persons interested in the 
subject are requested to express their sentiments to that committee. 
It is hoped the Paper will very shortly go into operation.

The most perfect harmony pervaded the Association throughout 
the deliberations. The resolutions and measures adopted by the 

ar judicious, aud when carried into effect must be 
ial to the interests of the people o this Province. The 

weather was exceedingly fine during the whole session—the attention 
and hospitality of the people of Halifax were extraordinary—and 
every circumstance favourable to our meeting combined to make the 
season delightful. May our hearts overflow with the warmest gra
titude to our God and Saviour.
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board of domestic missions.
the abc 
M'Lea 
Pound 

Seve 
country 
Mission 
monioui 
cooduci 
maukim

On Wednesday, tin* »d of August, the Board of Domestic Missions 
met at the Horton Institution, and transacted the most important

our Missions, in appoint-business of the present year, connected with .
ing seyt'i'fll Missionaries to the most destitute districts oi the 1 rovince. 
.Elder T. S. Harding received an appointment for six months in the 
Eastern Section of the Province. He is requested to commence his 
labours at Pansborough, and supplying the destitute churches 
his way, to proceed to Pictou, and thence to visit Prince Edward 
Island, and the settlements eastward from Pictou.

Elder E. Manning was requested to perform a Mission for six 
months in the western districts ot the Province. 1 wo important 
objects are connected with this Mission, viz.— lo visit all the feeble 
and destitute churches on the western shores, and in the interior, to 
build them up, and ‘To set in order things that are wanting”—and 
also to visit on his way the large and flourishing churches, in oulei to 
excite amongst them a laudable zeal in the Missionary cause.

Elder David Ildrris was appointed Missionary to the Eastern 
Shore, from Margaret’s Bay to Causo. He is instructed to visit all 
the fishing settlements on his way, and break to them tho bread of
life,__To visit the coloured people in their several settlements around
Halifax, to enquire into their circumstances, and, in co-operation with 

ged and respected brother, Elder Burton, to atlord such counsol 
and assistance as may meet their spiritual wants.

The deepest interest was felt by the Board for Cape Breton, and 
Prince Edward Island. They heard with grateful emotions the kind 
and benevolent proposition of the American Board of Domestic Mis
sions, “To sustain a Missionary at Cape Breton as soon as a suitable 
man can be obtained.” We hope they may shortly procure in that 
Country a pious and useful minister for this important station ; in the 
mean time we hope to select for the present a substitute from amongst 
ourselves, whom we may recommend to their patronage, that the 
ground may be occupied as soon as possible. Elder James Munrois 
appointed to undertake a short Mission to Prince Edward Island as 
soon as convenient, and is to he succeeded by Elder Bill. Ihey are 
instructed to confine their labors chiefly to Charlotte lown,asthe 
Board intend in future to sustain the preaching of the gospel there as 
regularly as possible. The Board received a short communication 
from a Christian brother who recently visited the Island, setting 
forth the character and circumstances of the Baptists there, and show
ing the importance of affording seme assistance to the brethren ol 
Charlotte-Town to erect a Meeting House, where the Gospel may 
be preached. The Board accordingly resolved to recommend to our 
Churches throughout this Province to take a collection in their res
pective congregations about the first week of January next, to aid in
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Horton Institution, having

aESüSsSSBî I
'frikd>it"no proportion of it can be demanded until the full sun.
iS È! Au'ent respectfully informs the public, that by divine per- 
mile,Æwm7each alospel sermon a, the «£■*£££ 
g;ve a statement of the objects and wants ot the HortoninstituUon.

onTords-day, August 28th I and at Uve^ool, |e£mber 4,h^ 

PU^yteaPBridgIwwn aaud Saturday the 1st of October,«Low

The last mentioned weekly appointments will be held ear>
'It V„t requests the friendly assistance of his 
thren of different denominations, to carry into effect the above
of the Association. RICHARD M'LEARN,

Agent Horton Institution
Windsor, July, 1830.

TO THE PUBLIC.
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