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_But that Yamforbld . .

Ta tell the seci'ets of my prison-hounse,

1.could & talo unfeld, whose slightest word,

. Wounld barrow up thysoul, freeze thy young blood

* “Make each particular bair to stand ai end, .

" Rike qmlls upon Alie*fratful pnrcupmé. SHAKEBPBAR'B»

Nos palrm: ﬂnes, et dulcta linquimus arva., . VIBGIL.
' Far rom my native land and :mlhng home 1 go.

LETTER V... _—
: Pulo Penczng, July, 1820.
MY DEAR® sm, _ :

My last @ianatch Carrxed ‘the . story of Louisa
. owti to her departure from ‘the, housel o

‘the. tim serving magistrate to whom, the_ East In- .
dm Company’s-agents  had apphed on tbe occa-
sion. ' It was between,ten ‘and’ eleven at mght
‘that she was' sent with a warr.qni: of :‘commjtment
for'further examination, though she ‘had not been
examined " at " all,. io the ‘common  gaol of the
island, in’, custody of a pal‘cel of blackguard po-
lxce-oﬂicers, and, would’ you. belleve_ it,- accoma
‘panied, - a§’ 1f' in a: trlumphal procéssion, by the
still. greafer blackguards at whose instance | she
was” thus’ brutally persecuted. They ‘were ot
,content ‘with having secired their | Ainnocent pre

in their’ vindictive toﬂs, but must énjoy the dia-
‘bolical’ satisfaction of séeing . her. safely’ lodged
thhm the bars of the prison. It was but a short

‘w‘ ~



{icatiient 45 ber sei, and her app,
~Her situation in life, demanded.”;

Jier;a
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distance, but that distance was embittered by
several mean and vrimanly sarcasms quite in cly
racter, and consistent with the talents; éducatiy
and manners of the honourable agents of
hovourable Copipany. In the confusion of by
1ind;, and amidst the distraction of her thouglys
as to what was to be her fate, and the fated
S y she does not recollect the particular pex
sons who so politely. did the honours of her entrk
Jinto prison, ‘but she well remembers on turnipy
round when'the eritrance grate was closed behini
.her:that she saw the satyr-like face of Lientenut
General Tonguetye, viewing his victim througi

"‘the Bars with satanic triumph.. There he .

« grinn’d horribly a ghastly smiley”*

that made her very soul slindder. A sneering smile
of fiend-like rancour that she declares she never
canforget, and which often visits her in dreams
and in the dead of night. She was now, howeve
Jeft under the care of the. notorious Capian
Liver, who.delivered her fo the,gaoler, with such

Whispered inStructions @s 1o doubt he had receii
"ed ‘from’ his| hondurable  employers. " We' ma
Judge What these instruétions were -from the
“treatmeént'which followed.  She-natdrally conclud
“gd "that, “although’ in“an East Tndia Tstand and

‘ot 'a’gredt ‘distance from shores, inhabited by the

Ghost ‘savige. Malsys, yet as'shé was stll'n d
‘hinds of Englishmen (although yere’] an. Hibex
‘fijan, 1 should perhaps: say ‘that most of the Eng.
Aish “here” areScotch) 'she’ should. ‘reckive such

earance, |if not
She expected to
ometh an_apartment assigned
'bed 't lieion,  and 1o be able'to procure
som¢ refieshment after ‘the’ exhausting scene .of

tHe-last six " hours, especially “as'the’ hypocritical

Tave hid' somathing like
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Major- General had told, her the falsity befors.
mentioned that she’ 1}11g}_1f;_ ‘have  whaiever she
wanted, - Her purse. was fortunately pretty well
stocKed; for, although the plunderers took all the.
money they found in the house, they had left
what she had about her person. But no réfresh .
ment was to be obtained for money nor for en-
treaty, and she was brutally ordered, down a
flicht of steps .that led to the lower regions of the:
prison under ground: At the bottom . .. '

“ Ng light, bot rither derkriess visi_i:le,- :

Served only to discover sighis of woe, .

" Regions of sorrovi','dolyful ghades wlere®” '_ i .
naked, blaspheming, and miserable wretches;,
rushed forward with the eager curiosity incited:
in. a state of confinement by évery novelty, ta.
hiehold their new companijon in misery. Another,
massy grate was ubbarred, and the. affrighted.
Louisa, for' now her: long-suffering foftitude be-

gan to forsake hier, was thrust in amongst thie ab-,
ject-victims of crime and oppression that flocked -
around her, staring at her by the’ light of a soli-.
tiry candle whose meldancholy ray was worse-than'
total darkness.  But this light wis almost ilnme-!
diately withdrawn. The heavy:grating-was clos-:
-ed‘behind lier- dnid she was left to shift for her-’
seélf in .a situation: of. indescribable horror to a
‘mind"of sensibility; dnd-of poighant suffeing.to a,
female of delicate "habits, tender health, and re-
fined manners, Shé turned found, and before the
outer-inassy - door was' closed; begged at_least to
havé some water. ~ O, water she would find there;.
or if not;- shié-should have domu inv the mdrning.
Biit évén witer there.was none,. for in the suffo-
cating:temperatute of thi3 islartd, you fidy readi-,
1y congééive, my good friend, .that were éven the
supply. of water tothé idfiates of 4 dangeon.-pri-
son _as ample, a3 it was parsimonions;, it would.be
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.- o : . .
goon consumed, and probaby wasted with the
thoughtlessness incident to a situation of utter
despair and misery. Endeavouring to collect her'g
scattered spirits, and endure the wretchedness of
one night, for she had been told that she wastq

e - 5 - ) g
be examined in the morning,* which she had
not the least doubt therefore would bring her li
beration, she turned to the poor creatures around
her, and as there was one -who spoke English, she
learnt she was in the ward allotted to females in
that part of the prison which is used as a housg
of correction t ; but into which all female prison,
ers of every kind it spems are indiscrimuately,
thrown. The scene amongst theim bafled descrip-
tion, women and girls of all colours, ¢ountries, and
ages, scarcely clothed, and in the most brutal state,
of  degradation, 'prostitutes, thieves, runaway
slat{es,—.,-_ﬁgi;'%_‘e to yourself, my dear Sir, a lady like

* The magist_r}utqs'.in i’ulo*Pqnnug. who, with very few exceptiony,
are great ignoraiiusses, haviog found in an Act of Parliament that «
prisoner who'is brought before Ujem,” may be coramitted for further ex:
aminatign, and. kept for 48 hanrs without being .brought up agein,
which'is'a provision madeé to edable megistrates, in'exiraordinary caze,
to make enquiries intod the circumstances, tinve dost 'wisely dnd most
equitahly construed it to mern that they shpll, in ail cases, be keptin:
prison 48 hours'before tiiey ére examined ; and this’is their almost uni-
versnl practice especially: that of the 'magistrate Who'is" at the heud of
the police, a Mr. Ropeson, a halfyjjted old ywoman, who has been even,

* known repentedly fo reprik { the constables for illowinig the prisoners
o bring with them any’ witnesses to exculpate: them frofu the ! charges
made ; it being his ¢reed that accusatien is guilt, and every attempt atde-
fénce, a contempt of that hegisteriél'g@x_thoﬁ;y, ‘vylficl;: Ui grossly abuter,

1 The gaol in Pulo Penang is ane of the most wretched construction,
and in Which a'mofe inkiimmit and brutal/eystém-prevails " than ‘in any
other placé in the British ‘dominions, ;rendered necessary,:they .say,
from its insecurity ; though a’very trifling expense would “entirely re:,
move that pretext. It is worthy of ‘remark' that the Acis of ‘Council |
{which form part of he provineial law of this island) by.which apart.
' of the prison was appropriated to be used ag'li. house of Correction, ex-

pressly. prohibit any person being confified in that part; except  tonvicts
under “sgntence ; yei, in utter defiance of thia statute-law,:it:is the
constant’ praciice to put females into thé hoine of correction- who'are tak-
. enup for felonies, becaude, forfooth, there ig no separaté room for them’
in the other part of the prison, but in thjs most fighteous settlemens °

S Law is a farce, and all'things shewit; 7 -*° -

: .~ . X thought 25 once, and now X krowit,’
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Y.ouisa A duven doWn to ‘herd amongst such'
a group, and, if you can, avoid both's shuddering -

at the picture, ‘and execrating.the vile authors’
an.l perpretrators of such opprobuous, such sava
age,. treatment. Summoning all her fortitude,
howeve:, she enquired where she was to lie; as:
we do, on the 'stone floor was the reply 3 what no:
bedding, ot even a bedstcad 2" "No, you will lie
comfortably enough if you take ‘this log for a pils
Jow. ~ She surveyed the floor; ’twas loathsomcly
filthy, damp to wetness, and coveled with inrnug= -
erable swarms of vermin, cockr oaches, - hzards,'
.ete.  She dreaded. even the bite of a centipes, a
scorpion, or a cobra di capello ; but her new asso«’
. ciates informed ‘her there were no venemous r¢p-

tiles there. "Ah! thought she, true enough, the
yenemous re: tr(es are those I left oumde of the
gate of this dreary abode. “The place she was in
was a’large kind of subterraneous hall arched
over, on éach’ snle of which were “several docrs,
which were those "of the cells or ap rartments which
were ‘déstined :for  the’ s]eepmg places of the
wretched women. In-one of these a mlddle-aged
woman who was s:ck had a‘miserable bed of*§traw
which had been sent her from the ‘work- house on’
aécount of her illness : ' this accommodation she
offered to- Loutsa, and mdeed insisted on her tak-.
- Mig'it’s it wag' the “only. ‘article of’ the kind that
was 10 be found ‘in thé wholé ward ;j—Louisa has,
not folgat that woman.— After some persuasion
sheé accepted the oﬂ'gr, and lay down in her clothes,
hopmg to findin =

“ kmd nsture’s swaet reslorer, ba,lmy sleep!™.

some rehef for her harrassed mind and body, and; .
some alleviation ‘6f her ‘woes. ““Twas long,” how-
- ever, before:she ¢ould close an eye, and not un-.

till 'some copious showers of tears had relieved
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the oppression -with which her heart was burst.
. ing; for hitherto she had shed no tear, she had’

felt no softened emotion, but. the burning force
of resistance-to insolence and tyranny, and the
swelling of her soul to repel unmerited insult, had.
fevered her veins, afid parched her lips. When,
however, she could weep, the bow unbent, the’
string relaxed, and. the sweet slumbér of con:
scious innocence and rectitude visited her, though,
but for a very short time, in the gloomy cell and
upon the hard and noisome bed, where she repos-.
ed. Four of the poor creatures lay down o the
floor of this cell, which was about ten feet by eight
in size, which shows the populousness of the man-,
sion; but the appearance of a well dressed personof
rank and elegance, in. thesé subterraneous abodes
of horror, was too extraordinary a ‘circumstance,
and afforded too interesting a topic for conversa-.
tion and remark; to allow of the ladies of the housg:
retiring to sest at an early hour ; those who had
Tain down, rose up from their stony couch, and -
blacks, Hindoos, Malays, mulattos, mixed with -
the few white females that were there, entertained
each other, for several hours, whilst they smoked,
their tobacoo, and catched their fleas, amidst re-
pressed laughter and ymothered: oaths; with, con.;

jectures as. to the. causes and consequences of
poor Louisa’s ‘misfortune. : In . this receptacle of:

human. misery there was:a wretched mad woman,

who kept singing all night, and added, greatly to

theé horror of the abode.. A bucket of water was
Brought in in the morning, and shortly after bread.
- was distributed, and Louisa had her loaf of brown
" bread also-thrust through the bars- to hér. This
produced a still more poignant feeling; and, in her
own, artless words “after a hearty, ¢ry,”she gave,
her, breiid to the poor creatures around her, who
thankfully recéived -it to eke out their scanty al-



lowance. To behold the helf naked wretches take
their bread to the bucket, and sometxmes eating
it dry, | and sometlmes soaking it in water, make
their miserable meal with the ieenness of hunger,
mingled with oaths and execrations, was a hor-
rid scene, which will never be effaced from her
memory. Soou after this Louisa’s servant brought
her some tea from home, which, as 1o’ doubt, the
honourable gentlemen had forgotten to prohibit
'bemg sent to her, she received ; and about eleven
o’clock the gaoler’s-daughter came:down to the
grating of her prison, and seeing her deplorable
sntuatlon, said, she should not, remain there ; 3 and
with that humanity and commiseration which are
the characteristics of her sex, persuaded her fa-
ther to appropriate a ward in the body of the pri-
son to Lomsa, ‘whither shé was then removed.
'Tis now tlme, however, to conclude, and refer
you to my next for the contlnuauon of her his.
tory.
K ( To 63 contmued } B

2 . v T——— Y
IR FOR THD SCRIBBLER.

A Lady 8 aollloquy wlnle crosying the Atlantic Gcelmfrom Eng«
.  ‘land Yo' Carudia.

. Love, O'love! thou soveréign pnmon,
o . . . 7. . 'Tyrdbt of the human breast,” L
. WWho ibat does not own thy " mandates?
Who _obeys not thy behest?

. .I have own'd thy pleaalng cmpire 3 : : “

T'o Alcandef now Lflys . .- R .-

He:hath not deceived Elviras .
_We're each other’s faithf ly._

. Bnthow hard was jhe eomhho
o Sacnﬁcmv all ‘my- fruenda, n
. .l left them- all, .pethapi.for ever
Gane to. carth’s‘re 'oteat enda.

."I'n the partners ol‘ my. thldhacd_._ N

-1 bave bid a lnat ‘adien’ T R -
-+ AJl the scenes. of youth}'nl pleamre, )

.. ¥Where my infunt’ bruth Tdrew, =~ -




R : . 2’?%

R " Albidu’s fairest fields forsakedi; - T
e ", . :Shall delight my eye no more;: i :
. Nor mine ear the murmuring billows:

i = ' Rolling round her sea-girt shore.

. "8wift before the tempest flying,
sied e 7 D Now we plough tlie foamy deepy
B i, 7-; Al I once held dear béhind me ! ,

. Have I not then cause {o Weep ?

‘. But-each sigh my bosom swélling, -

N ;¢ Bler itriscs iy repress’™dy’l o .

Lot s "My Aleauder is before me; . 4 :
- His kind cafe wil] make mé¢ blest.

Ocean’s thanders toar aronnd mey

e - Drear Canadian wilds before— -
' " Dtean’s wave$ shall riot confound mé:§
At ~. - T've a friendon yonder shore, =~ -~ i

Whither do the fates command nié;

.~ Uniried ecenes of life to prove; Lot
.. Yet I must uot be complaining, e
7 For it is thlaward of lave. R

" Waoods and wilds.aball not affvight trie; .
.  They in vain shall spread alarms, T
“..iv oo .5 ~¥Vhen Alcander is beside me; . ' L . L

Shall the wilderness have charms.

Love, 'O love! thou.Jovéreizn passiony.
Sweetcst monarch of the breast,
‘Whoe’er abeys thy truest- mandates
"I on earth supremely blest. v
Lo "',:$>‘;@ .

GUESTICUS, BANDY, FEE-PAW.-FUM, THEODORE, and other tirs
ticles are reserved for the next number of the Domestic Intelligen~
eer. Spacé hay'uot allowed of ABELARD this week. :

ELVIR &,

The speech of .the Honourable ToRY -LOVERULE and ihe pro-
ceedinga at the meeting held on.the 18th of December, for the sup~
pression of laughing, are too.long; if possible to he curtuiled, their
homour and genuine :satire will entitle them to & place. -

8. H. Wilcocke gives natice to such of his friends as may fa-
pour him with petitions o the Legislature, to engross, that it wilk
be neceesary to state if such petitions are designed to be pre-~
&énted for signature to the gentiemen of the di-devant N. Wy
Co. in order that in that case he'may disguise his hand-writing,
as gtherwise they will not sign, altho® they may have promised
it, as was the casein a lateinstince ; for théy have a mortal

antipathy to.whatcver. comes from his pen; and. arq by no meanw-

shy of forfeiting their words, - .

. . . L

T,



