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REPORT.

Ths The Select Standing Committee on Agriculture and Colonization present their
third ang F inal Report, as follows :—

The Committee have had mainly under consideration in the current Session of

Parhament, maftters pertaining to the interest of practical agriculture in Eastern

anada, and the areas available for colonization by agriculturists in the Great West
and Northwest Provinces and Territories of the Dominion.

EXPLORATIONS IN 1907.

.. Under the head of scientific explorations in the last year, the Committee have had
¢vidence submitted by Mr. William MeInnes, Geologist, of the Geological Survey

Tanch of the Dominion Government, Department of Interior, of his personal
exploration of the large area lying to the south of the Saskatchewan River and the
@nadian Northern Railway Company’s Prince Albert branch line, and of the great
SXpanse of country lying immediately to the south of the Saskatchewan, and drained
ty_ the Carrot and Pasquia Rivers, a region of which, the witness says, that it con-
41ns excellent lands for the purpose of general agriculture.

0 Mr. McInnes’ evidence is appended a valuable record kept by himself, of tem-
?}:r?tul‘es in the regions explored by him in 1906 and 1907; thos.e.table.s are valuable
oli 1ces to thc? capabilities of the regions indicated for wheat rising, in so far as

Mmatic conditions are contributary to successful agriculture.
9 TR, Young, Dominion Land Surveyor, and Superintendent of Railway
able S .Who has spent twenty years in the West and Northwest of Canada, gave Ya_lu-
X thve‘”dence before th.e Committee on the agricultural resources and present condltl.on
i 903 country. e points out that wheat is successfully raised at Fort Simpson, which
Edis Iiles dlrect.ly north of the International Boundary, and 500.mlles n.ox_'th of
Fre ltlliion. To th1§ Mr. Young naively adds the remark, ¢We are in a position to
ago. at the Dominion has broadened considerably from what it was twenty years
QOmﬁ?étThomPSOH, MNEP, f.or the Yukon Territory, presented for ‘examiqation by the
North 11 o = Safnple of white oats of the crop of 1907, grown on a farm in 6{? degrees
analyg; atitude, in the Valley of the Yukon River. This sample was submitted for
Ports v ;0 Mr. Clark, Seed Commissioner of the Department of Agnc}xlture, who re-
Weigh:?s. Ollqws *—“T have, as requested, made a careful test to determine the natgral
this g per given volume of these oats and find it 46 pounds to the bushc'al. I consider
1 exceptionally fine sample of white oats of superior milling qualities.’

EASTERN CANADA.

The Com

. mittee had an exhaustive investigation into the industry of tobacco leaf
Cultivatioy, ;

n Canada. This branch of agricultural production is mainly confined to

Qses‘)uthwest peninsula of Ontario and to the central portions of the Province of
ec,

> ;l‘he evidence submitted to the Committee was by experts in the growing and cur-

tin gu.,"arlous species of tobacco leaf, each distinguished by a specific name and dis-
SmokiHShed for its adaptability to some of the various manufactured products such as
g tobacco, chewing tobacco, &c., &e.

X1
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These are claimed by the several witnesses examined to be quite equal in quality
to the corresponding names of imported tobacco leaf from any part of the United
States and adapted to the various manufactured tobacco products.

The total amount of Canadian tobacco leaf manufactured in Canada is placed
at 4,000,000 pounds and the total consumption of manufactured tobacco in Canada is
variously estimated at form 15,000,000 to 20,000,000 pounds, that is, the total consump-
tion, and it is claimed that the whole of this could be more than produced from Cana-
dian soil, with a large surplus to spare for export. There is a peculiar feature in re-
gard to the consumption of native grown tobacco in Canada, that is, a large quantity
of it is consumed in the raw leaf, of which there is no accounting or estimate.

The evidence submitted at this investigation is of much interest to either actual
or prospective growers, to manufacturers, and as a speculative study, as to what the
tobacco production in Canada may show as an asset amongst the agricultural produc-
tions of the country, in the near future.

THE DAIRY INDUSTRY.

Mr. J. A. Ruddick, Dairy and Cold Storage Commissioner, gave evidence before
the Committee on the progress and present status of the dairying industry in Canada.
The dairying industry is well established in every province of the Dominion, but
Ontario and Quebec continue to be the great centre of this important branch of farm-
ing. The settlers of Northern Alberta appear to be developing the dairy industry to
a greater extent than those of any other western provinece, and this section promises
to be a very important district in the future. The western provinees do not make
enough dairy produce to supply their own needs, and draw largely from Ontario and
Quebec to make up the shortage.

Good prices have ruled for butter and cheese during the past year, and except
for the dry weather in certain districts and consequent shortage of feed, the season
of 1907 was a very satisfactory one to the dairy farmers. The prospects continue good
for the present season. :

It was gratifying to the Committee to learn from Mr. Ruddick’s evidence that,
although the exports of dairy produce, mainly butter and cheese, have declined to the
extent of over seven million dollars since 1903, in which year our exports and dairy
produce reached the maximum, the increase in the consumption of milk, butter, cheese
and condensed milk in Canada amounts to several million dollars more than the decline
in the exports. Other figures, quoted from the recent census returns, show that the
value of creamery butter and cheese only, produced in 1907, exceeded in value by over
five million dollars that of 1900, and shows an increase of over two million dollars
since 1905.

The total annual production of dairy produce in Canada is estimated to be nearly
$100,000,000, divided as follows:—

Creamery butter and cheese .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. $36,000,000
DTS 1) 7o) SRR R S s sl I E R B0 T )
Clondenged.muilk .. . i sEeid R R et 12000600
Milk for direct consumption .. .. .« «v i 2o oo a0 .. 85,000,000

Potal e v oe we cese  $94,000,000

The Committee was informed that the condensed milk industry is making con
siderable growth in Canada.

A HOPEFUL PROSPECTIVE.

The Committee regards it as matter for general congratulations that schools and
colleges are multiplying for the technical and practical education of young men fol-
lowing the pursuit of agriculture, and for the training of young women in the practicé
of domestic science, in other words, in the knowledge of good housekeeping, in it8
multiplicity of details. Such education imparts to both sexes the dignity of profes
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Sionals in the noble employment of promoting human happiness and in augmenting
all th_at is desirable in the physical and moral life of humanity, and this is especially
true in reference to the improvements of the conditions or rural life.

The Committee had the pleasure of ocular demonstration of the hold that these
two branches of education has gained in popular estimation, when on the 13th June
ulg,, by the invitation of Dr. Robertson, C.M.G., President of the Macdonald College,

te. Anne de Bellevue. the Committee and as many Members of Parliament as chose
to avail themselves of the opportunity, paid a visit to this great institution for the
te:aching of agriculture and domestic science. Here the guests of the day were cor-
dially welcomed and bounteously entertained by President Robertson personally. The
college grounds are spacious, consisting of about 650 acres. The college buildings,
Dresent an almost regal appearance in their magnificent spaciousness, solidity of struc-
t“{'e, architectural design and adaptation to the divisions of the college work. The
eXistence of the institution, grounds, buildings and equipment, is entirely due to the
I’hllanthropical munificence of Sir William C. Macdonald, who has spent two and a
al‘f million dollars upon the completion of the college and its appurtenances. Besides
Which Sir William has transferred to the college trustees, two millions of dollars as
a1 endowment fund. So much of his wealth, time and energy has Sir William C.

acdonald spent solely and without hope of personal reward, for the perpetual ad-
Vancement and improvement in the conditions of rural life.
; .Taking into consideration the facts of the case, and the existence of smaller
nstitutions working along on similar lines, the Committee regard the outlook for the
Perpetual prosperity of the farmers in Canada, as assured.

COLONIZATION.

i '];he.Committee have had under review the immigration into Canada and the

Olonization thereof for the year, together with the agencies and methods pursued for
¢ obtaining of immigration from the agricultural classes, and the evidence taken
freon is appended as part second hereto, which together with all evidence taken by

tiel ommittee in the current Session of Parliament is appended hereto as an essen-
1 portion of the Report.

P. H. McKENZIE,

" Chairman.
USE oF Commons, July 18, 1908.
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CANADIAN TOBACCO PRODUCTS.

House oF COMMONS,
ComMITTEE Rooym No. 34,
WEeEDNESDAY, March 25, 1908.

The Select Standing Committee on Agriculture and Colonization met here this
day at 11 o’clock a.m., Mr. McKenzie, chairman, presiding.

THE CHAIRMAN.—The business before the committee to-day is the consideration
of the tobacco industry in this country. The growth and manufacture of tobacco is
a comparatively new industry in Canada and it is one that from all appearances can
be made a success. The Department of Agriculture has so considered and has been
devoting considerable attention to the matter. In order to develop the industry Mr.
Charlan was put in charge of that work for the Dominion. That gentleman is
with us to-day. Gentlemen interested in the tobacco industry are also present from
the western part of the province of Ontario and also from the province of Quebec.
They will place before you statements as to what is being done, and what ought to be
done, in the interest of the development of tobacco growing in Canada. I have very
much pleasure in introducing to the committee Mr. Felix Charlan, Chief of the
Tobacco division, Department of Agriculture, who will address the committee in
French, after which a translation into English of his evidence will be furnished by the
official translator of the department.

 Mr. OnamuMaN AND GENTLEMEN,—Last year I had the honour to lay before you the
situation of the tobacco industry in Canada, and I endeavoured to give you an idea of
the probable future of this industry.

. With the results obtained at our various experimental fields, during the year 1907,
in spite of unfavourable weather conditions, I am now in a better position to say what
course should be followed in order to insure a speedy development of our industry.

VARIETIES OF TOBACCO.

Our experiments dealt chiefly with varieties. In some parts of Canada, owing to
Dr?vailing climatic conditions, it is evident that we cannot grow varieties which, after
being transplanted, require more than 90' days to complete their development. But
:chese conditions are not peculiar to our country. The same conditions largely prevail
m some tobacco districts of the United States (Wisconsin, for instance) which are

considered, and rightly so, as the most prosperous districts of the neighbouring
Republie.

EXPERIMENTS CONDUCTED IN QUEBEC, 1907.

Three varieties of tobacco were tried in the Province of Quebec in 1907, These
varieties are: Comstock Spanish, Havana Seed Leaf and Connecticut Seed Leaf, The
first of these—the Comstock Spanish—has been a great money maker in Wisconsin,
and produces at the present time most of the binder tobacco imported into Canada,
:l‘he results of the trial of this particular variety in Quebec were very satisfactory, and
1t is no longer doubtful that we may, in the east of Canada, put it to the same uses
as in Wisconsin, that is the production binders,

21
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In Canada the product of this variety shows good quality, the leaf has a good
shape, it is firm, elastic, sometimes finer than the leaf of the same variety in Wis-
consin. It is more like the Connecticut product. To make the growing of this variety
as profitable as it should be we must endeavour to obtain a heavier yield per acre,
and to have the products properly graded and cured in order to facilitate their sale
and their uses. This we are now endeavouring to do, as will be shown later.

Good results were obtained from the variety Havana Seed Leaf. This is a variety
from which the Comstock Spanish originated, and it is a difficult matter to distinguish
it from the latter, as the shape of the leaf is very nearly similar. The yield is also about
the same for these two varieties. In Wisconsin, the Comstock Spanish has the repu-
tation of giving a finer quality of tissue than the Havana Seed leaf, and it is also
claimed that the sweating process, with this variety, give more satisfactory results, but
in the present state of our industry in Canada, we have not been able to verify these
claims. Canadian growers make very little difference between these two varieties,
and they are regarded by packers as very nearly equal.

As to the Connecticut Seed leaf, the plantations of this variety suffered consider-
ably owing to the unfavourable weather conditions of the year 1907. While other
varieties reach their full development, after transplanting, in 75 or 80 days, the Con-~
necticut requires 90 or 95 days in-an ordinary year. - Therefore, in a cool year, the
growing of Connecticut is very uncertain.

In the Province of Quebee Connecticut Seed leaf has made very slow growth, the
yield being exceedingly light. The farmers of Quebec will do well to be very cautious
about growing this variety until we have been able to develop an earlier strain.

The popularity of the Connecticut Seed leaf among growers comes from the heavy
yields which may be obtained from this variety, in favourable years. Until recent
years the weight of the leaf was considered a matter of greater importance than the
quality ; so, while the products of this variety in the United States are suitable for the
manufacture of cigars, in Canada they can only be used for pipe purposes.

Under such circumstances, the growing of the Connecticut Seed leaf ceases to be
profitable, as earlier varieties, quite as good yielders, if not superior, may be utilized
for pipe smoking, such as the General Grant, Blue Pryor, some improved Ohios, or
even the Big-Havana, which has a better aroma than the Connecticut.

Grown as it is at present in Canada, the Connecticut variety yields only a light
proportion of ‘binders’, and a large proportion of thick and tasteless products, the
utilization and marketing of .which cannot be effected without the greatest difficulty-
Such a crop leaves a very poor profit to the grower. Under similar treatment the
Comstock and Havana Seed leaf are profitable, as the leaves which are too thick to be
used as binders, may, when sweated be utilized as fillers, or at any rate as excellent
pipe tobacco. '

Small plantations of General Grant were also tried in Quebec in 1907. This
variety gave good results, so far as the yield and the quality were concerned. We also
had an experiment of Ohio Seed leaf, a well developed and comparatively early varietys
likely to answer the needs of the growers who are after heavy yields. This variety
will be experimented with on a larger scale in 1908, so that we may have definite infor-
mation as to its value. If it remains as early as it is now, this variety may possi-
bly take the place of the Connecticut.

Whatever criticisms may be made against some of the varities at present grown
in Quebec, we must not undertake to substitute better ones until our industry gefs
firmly established, and until we know definitely what the needs of this industry are:
Meanwhile, however, we may try to do away with the most undesirable varieties oF
those that are not likely to meet these needs. We hope to do so with our illustration
plots, and by distributing seeds of improved strains.

To conclude, the results of the experiments with Comstock Spanish, Havana Seed
leaf and Connecticut show that the first two varieties are the most suitdble for the
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climate of the province of Quebec. Furthermore, they are looked upon with favour
¥ the men who are thinking of establishing some packing houses in this country.
Therefore their prospects are bright.

ONTARIO.

The same varieties were tried in the province of Ontario. The results obtained
Were not conclusive owing to various causes. The weather was not favourable.
and some errors were made by the growers in the handling of the crop, as regards
topping and date of harvesting, the farmers of Essex county not being used to these
Varieties of tobacco. Although careful instructions were issued in due time, the
blants were topped too late, and harvested also too late, when over ripe. Such mis-
takes can be easily avoided, and it is not likely that they will occur again.

However, the Ontario farmers who conducted these experiments have been able
to ascertain that these varieties are easily grown, the recovery of the plants after trans-
blanting was better than with the Burley, thus decreasing the expense connected with
the work of setting out.

It is not possible to say from these results whether the seed leaf varieties will
make as good a showing in regard to quality of tissue and aroma, in Ontario as in
Some parts of Quebee, but I think it is advisable to continue the experiments.

A very interesting variety is the Big Havana, imported from Cuba, which has
been tried by a Leamington grower. Although a little coarse, the products are, never-
thelegs, very fine, and might be used as fillers if the original aroma were preserved.
We will be able to get definite information if, as we hope, we succeed in having a part
of this crop cured.

NOTES ON THE YIELD IN WEIGHT.

The most noteworthy fact observed in 1907 is the large variation in the yield of
Crop per acre with tobaccos of the same variety, in different parts of Canada. In
Some districts the experimental plots gave only 1,000 lbs. pér acre; while in other
districts the yield was as high as 1,400 to 1,500 lbs. per acre.

As the cost of growing an acre of *tobacco rarely falls below $40 or $45 per acre,
a erop of 1,000 Ibs. of tobacco, sold at the average price of 8 cents per pound, does not
.8ave much profit. It should also be noticed that this plant requires minute care during
gskperiod of growth, that the curing and the marketing of the product involve some

sk, .

Should these low yields be attributed to the impoverishment of the soil, or to the
Mode of farming, in spite of the contrary opinion of the farmers? This problem awaits
s*Olution, and offers a vast field for experiments. This work we expect to take up at
Oce, We will experiment with the various fertilizers that can be had in Canada,
and we will also try more intensive cultivation of the soil.

B _At the Experimental Farm, on a rather light soil, heavily manured, we have
alned with the Comstock Spanish, yields varying between 1,400 and 1,800 Ibs. per
:001"3, according to the distance between the plants. Such yields should be the average,
that the growing of the seed leaf varieties might be really profitable. Much remains
' be done in this connection.

ADVANTAGE OF PRODUCING SEED IN CANADA.

ey We have another duty to perform: that of inducing Canadian farmers to use
Y pure seed. We have not the slightest means of control over the dealers in

Obaceo seed, Often after the plants are set out, a large proportion of them are found

© not true to type. This is a source of annoyance to the manufacturer, who often

Criences considerable difficulty in getting a sufficient supply of tobacco of uniform

Pe. Tt is also a great drawback for the farmer; for should he use for seeding the
2—13 :

exp
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seed whic h he has obtained from such a plantation, he-will soon get nothing but
products of indefinite type, unmarketable.

In order to form an opinion, by personal observation, of their reliability, I visited
last year some of the seed growers’ establishments from which the farmers had been
getting their supplies. This is not the time nor the place to give an idea of the con-
ditions under which these firms operate, but I came to the conclusion that it will be
safer to do without these sources of supply in the future.

The farmer who produces his own seed will have to exercise care so as to protect
the seed bearing plants against cross-fertilization, With such care, and with careful
selection, he will then be able to improve his varieties and strains of tobacco. The
effects of selection are well known and we propose to encourage the farmers to take
up this practice along with the production of seeds.

We have already given information along those lines in some districts, and this
year we will be able to judge whether the farmers have acted upon this information
and with what results.

Seed leaf varieties easily ripen their seeds in Canada, and knowing, by actual
observation that the seed obtained in some districts of Quebec yields products which
cannot be distinguished—(at least during the first few generations)—from the products
of American seed, I think it would be greatly to the advantage of the Canadian farmer
to produce his own tobacco seed. He will thus avoid the disagreeable surprises which
so often attend the use of seeds prepared and sold by careless dealers, or due to the
lack of care in seed production in foreign countries, in seed farms beyond our control.
This may also result in the establishment of real Canadian varieties, well adapted to
our soils and climates.

Information along the above lines was given to the tobacco growers in a special
series of meetings recently organized for this purpose.

What I have just said about the seed leaf varieties grown in Quebec applies with
equal force to the tobacco grown in the province of Ontario, particularly the Burley.
We should be able to develop, from improved strains, Canadian types, well adapted to
the climatic and soil conditions of Essex and Kent.

These new types will probably differ very little from similar American tobacco,

and should be in great demand by our industry; they may also find a market in foreign
countries. I may say also, that, with the high reputation of the Ontario Burleys, this
undertaking will be rather easy and the sueccess seems certain.

BRITISH COLUMBIA TOBACCO.

Last year the attention of the committee was called to the growing of tobacco in
British Columbia. I had the opportunity in the fall of visiting the valley of Kelowna,
and of looking over the districts in which tobaceo is being grown.

The tobacco I saw in Kelowna is grown from seed imported from Cuba, and

renewed every third year. The quality of the products is such that they may, up to
a certain extent, be compared to second class Havana. They would do splendidly as
fillers for domestic cigars, which might command a relatively high price; and if—as
is claimed by some opponents of Canadian tobacco—the Quebee seed leaf could never
be utilized except as binders in the manufacture of cigars, the British Columbia
tobaceo will supply the fillers. We have now, therefore, leaving out the wrappers, which
generally consists of a Sumatra or Java leaf, all the elements necessary in the cigar
manufacturing industry, viz.: fillers in British Columbia, binders in Quebec (Com-
stock and Havana seed leaf).

It is not yet known whether this industry can be carried on profitably in British

Columbia owing to the price and the scarcity of help. However, a company with
rather powerful means has just organized in Kelowna for the purpose ¢f developingd

the growing of tobacco on a truly rational and commercial basis, and we will soon be
in a position to know what future is in store for the tobaceco growing industry in the
Okanagan valley proper, or on the hills of various heights which surround it, and in
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Which many good soils are to be found. The irrigation will have to be studied closely,
and may give very good results. The company proposes to experiment with ‘the
8rowing of tobacco under canvas covers, and there is hope that the latter may prove
advantageous.

HOME TOBACCO AND CANADIAN INDUSTRY,

The proposed change in the legislation regulating the entry of tobacco into
Qanada, and in the manufactures of the country, has eeen the object of much discus-
8lon during the course of last year.

The question, involving as it does, chiefly the manufacturing interests, does not
®ncern our work. However, it seems to me that it may be examined from a purely
0*lma.dian, and purely agricultural point of view, which has not been done so far.

oking at it from this point of view, we may say that the most important side of the
Question has been overlooked.

The annual production of tobacco in Canada has been estimated, in an approxi-
Mate manner, to be about 10,000,000 of pounds. This figure seems rather high if it
applies only to tobaceco which is the object of a real trade and mot to the tobaceco
%old in uncontrolable quantities on the markets of the provinece of Quebec by the
aTmers who retail their own crop to the consumers.

Until recently the production of tobacco in Canada has not been the object of
carefu] gtatistics. The correctness of some estimates may be judged from the fact that
I 1907 the light erop of Ontario was estimated to be 1,000,000 lbs. more than the
Top of 1906, whereas as a matter of fact, it turned out to be one quarter less than

.© crop of 1906, owing to the limited plantations and unfavourable weather condi-
tl‘),ns- We hope to be in a position in the near future to avoid such mistakes, the

Nister of Agriculture having admitted the necessity of collecting special tobacco
Statistics, which will give us a more correct idea as to the total production of the
Country,

. The chief objection brought forward against the proposed change in the legisla-
tlon, (increase of the duties or modification in the mode of collection of excise duty) is
that any measure tending to encourage the growing of home tobacco, might prove dis-
astl_'°US, on account of the large proportion of products unsuitable for the manufac-
turing industry, and on account of the changes that would have to be effected in the
Management of factories.

Ow, supposing that the estimate of 10,000,000 lbs. above referred to is correct,
What is, out of this total, the proportion of really inferior tobacco said to be unsuit-
able for manufacturing purposes? Surely this qualification does not apply to the
X urleys of Ontario, which form half of the total production of Canada and have made
P 800d reputation for themselves; nor to the class of heavy Quebec products manu-
2ctured into plugs or for pipe smoking, and which were never intended to be used
P t € mgnufacture of cigars; nor to the small varieties called Canadian Canelle, °
: etlt.Roug'e, intended for a special class of customers, and which are not produced in

Uicient quantity to meet the demand. The only products about the quality of which
€Te might be some doubt are the so-called cigar tobaccos, produced only in Rouville,
Ontealm and Joliette counties, in quantities not exceeding 1,000,000 lbs.
f2eq _f the latter products are of a very low grade of quality, they will never be u.til-
°0nldm the manufacture of cigars, or, i.n any case, only for very common cigars wh_lch
o .Bever find favour with the Canadian public, generally very critical. The growing

this tobacco will therefore have to be abandoned, in spite of any encouragement to
p © contrary, and the farmers will be compelled to return to the production of smoking

Chewing tobaccos.
the t may perhaps be cldimed that these Quebec cigar tobaccos do not .show as well ags

Products of similar varieties grown in foreign countries. But it must not be
OTRotten that the lack of experienced packers and of thoroughly equipped packing

0uses may, to g large extent, be responsible for the poor showing of these produects,
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Give them suitable treatment, and they may still compare favourably with some
imported tobacco. There is no reason then to refuse to protect our growers. If the
packing industry can alone put these tobaccos into proper shape why not encourage its
establishment in Canada?

"~ But we are also aware that a large proportion of seed leaf products, grown in
Canada, may be used as binders. A conclusive proof of this is to be found in the fact
that some Connecticut packers, impressed with the quality of our products, have
expressed a desire to start business in Canada.

Some Canadian manufacturers have gone even further: they assert that some of
the Comstock Spanish and Havana seed leaf grown in Quebec could make excellent
fillers; for ordinary cigars, of course.

Leaving the question of taste aside, I am of the opinion that a large proportion
of such fillers would be of as good quality as imported fillers used in the manufacture
of five cent cigars. The American smoker often pays ten cents apiece for cigars
manufactured with tobacco grown in Pennsylvania and Connecticut without the
slightest trace of Havana. It would be quite as easy to educate the taste of the Cana-
dian public as that of the American public. Provided that a good quality of product
is used, and this product is well prepared, our domestic cigars, although different in
taste ffom the Havana cigars, are nevertheless very agreeable and may suit a certain
class of consumers.

If, however, I am taxed with exaggeration in endorsing the views of such manu-
facturers, let us abandon for a moment—waiting for the proof to be made later—the
idea that Quebec tobacco may ever be utilized as fillers. The fact remains that this
tobacco—or at least a large proportion of it—may make excellent binders, quite equal,
in this respect, to the Wisconsin and Pennsylvania products.

As to the fillers, the establishment of the tobacco growing industry in British
Columbia will enable us to solve this problem. I think I can say, without fear of
being mistaken, that there will be two grades of this kind of tobacco; the first grade
will be supplied by British Columbia, the second, of a different taste, by Quebee, and
later perhaps by some parts of Ontario. On the other hand, if the object of the amend-
ments now before the House of Commons, is to enable this tobaceco of doubtful qual-
ity to compete, with some chance of success, with foreign products, we must also admit
that the other 1% of the total of the production in Canada, not considered in the dis-
cussion, will also benefit by the new measure.

That these other kinds of tobacco, representing by far the largest part of the pro-
duction, are a source of great profit to the country, no one will deny. That some
measure is necessary in order to protect them, and facilitate their sale by opening new
markets, larger, more regular, and safer, seems equally certain. Can their interests
be sacrificed because the manufacturers do not agree as to the suitability of the Cana-
dian leaf for the manufacture of cigars, and while the growers of the latter form such
an insignificant proportion ?

Doubtless our home tobacco is still open to many criticisms. Its most enthusiastic
partisans admit that there is still room for a great deal of improvement. But, since
the function creates the organ, or rather develops it, the opening or the widening of
our home markets would be the best possible stimulant to this industry, which, after
so many mishaps, has, during the last few years, shown what it was able to accomplish.

Encourage the development of the tobaceo manufacturing industry in Canada, and
of all its different phases—packing houses and manufactures—and the growing indus-
try, being sure of marketing its produects, and having a definite object in view; that
of supplying the products required by the manufacturer, will spring into new life and
vigour, and will prosper on a rational basis. Prohibit, or limit the use of home tobacco
in the manufactures of the country and the same state of uneasiness that has prevaﬂed
during the last few years, owing to the uncertamty of the market and the low prices
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°ﬁerf?d, to the point of causing a congestion which I hope will only be momentary, will
®ontinue to paralyze the growing industry. ]

We are now working, #s I said at the beginning of this report, to improve the
Quality of our tobaccos. This work is progressing favourably. Our products have
suﬂe}'ed so far from the lack of grading and curing, two operations performed in the
Packing house. Sorting and curing experiments on a large scale were conducted in
1907- I am in a position to say that excellent results have been obtained so far, fully
realizing the expectations in regard to some of our home products.

Following the results of these experiments we may hope 1o see a new and import-
ant industry—the packing industry—spring into life in Canada. By preparing our
Ome grown tobacco so that it may be more readily utilized, this industry will have
&0 Important effect upon the conditions of the market, and will improve the situation
of the farmers.. !

:l‘he duties of the Department of Agriculture will then be to encourage the pro-
Quction of suitable tobacco for the requirements of this industry. Recognizing the
‘Mportance and the necessity of this work, the Minister of Agriculture has decided
© Increase the staff of the Tobacco Division in order that the latter may be in a
Position to devote all the attention necessary to the various and widely scattered
tobacco growing districts of this immense Dominion.

think the most fitting conclusion I can make to this evidence is to submit some
Samples of our home tobacco. You will thus be able to judge of the quality of the
'Proqucts obtained in Canada at the present time, and to say whether our hopes are
Justified, whether it is wise to neglect such a source of wealth, and whether this young
ranch of our agricultural industry does not deserve the best encouragement.

By Mr. Armstrong:

Q. I understood the gentleman to say that tobacco of the same quality that is
Produced in Wisconsin can be grown in Western Ontario?
A. In Eastern Canada, in Quebet.
whi Q~. It would be well to find out the nature of that tobacco and the extent to
Ich it is grown in (Oanada, if grown at all?
. A The variety of tobacco I am speaking of is the Comstock Spanish. It has
8lven the best results in Wisconsin, and has been very successful in Canada.
o Q. _A gentleman present informs me that half a million pounds of this tobacco are
OWn in Essex. What success has been experienced in growing it in other provinces?
Es A. That is a mistake. There has been no Comstock Spanish tobacco grown in
Sex County except in small plots.
r. Wigle has grown it in Essex?
of A. The tobaceo referred to was the Havana Seed Leaf variety. The cultivation
Omstock Spanish has only been tried this year.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo) :

Q. What is the proper yield per acre?

A. Of Havana Sced Leaf? About from 1,200 to 1,400 lbs.

a Bugl _YOu say the yields are not sufficient to be profitable. What would you consider
~Hclent quantity ?

manA' About 1,400 Tbs. At the Experimental Farm last year on a light soil, well

v ured, We obtained yields of from fourteen to eighteen hundred pounds per acre,
™Ing with the distances at which the plants were set.

By Mr. Parmalee:

Q. Where does the seed come from?
By s 1O do not know that. Tt is bought from dealers in large cities such as Mont-
or Toronto,
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Q. Does not the Seed Act enable you to check the sale of impure seed ?

A. The Seed Act cannot control the production of seed in a foreign country, and
especially the tobacco seed, which is very small and very hard to recognize. I have
visited some of the farms where seed is produced in the United States, andi I have
come to the conclusion that the farmer should produce his own tobacco seed. Then,
with selection of the proper plants, we would soon improve our varieties of tobacco.

I have brought with me samples of tobacco grown in different parts of Canada,

which I shall be very glad to have inspected by the committee.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. You spoke of there being 10,000,000 pounds of tobacco grown in Canada?

A. That is as far as we can ascertain.

Q. What proportion of that would come from the province of Quebec?

A. About one-half from Quebec and one-half from Ontario. We cannot exactly
control the production in Quebec because the farmers sell most of their tobacco in
the raw leaf on the market.

Q. How much of that 10,000,000 pounds would go into manufactured tobacco?

A. The greater part of the tobacco grown in Ontario is manufactured especially

for chewing and plug purposes. Ome half of the Quebec products are also manufac- |
tured. I suppose that about three-quarters of the total production is manufactured.

Q. And the other is sold in the raw condition?
A. Yes, sold in the raw condition.

By Mr. Armstrong:

Q. Where is that grown?

A. In Quebec and sometimes in Ontario.

Q. There is none of the raw leaf exported from the country; it is all manufactured
here? N
A. The quantity of leaf exported now is very small. There has been some exporta-
tion, but the quantity is very small.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. You say in your address that the Comstock Spanish grown in Quebec is 2
better variety than that grown in Wisconsin ¢

A. Yes, I was in Wisconsin last year and I never found there such tobacco as

this (exhibiting a sample of Comstock Spanish grown in Quebec). This is finer than
the Wisconsin tobacco.

Q. Is this a sample of tobacco grown in Joliette?

A. This was grown in Rouville county in Quebec. We can also grow it in Mont-
calm and Joliette counties.

Q. Are you able to say how the product in western Ontario compares with this?

A. We have not succeeded in growing the same quality of tobacco in western
Ontario. The tobacco produced there of that variety is generally coarser.

Q. Of the same variety?

A. The same variety. Last year we tried some Comstock Spanish tobacco in
Essex county, but it was poorer than this.

Q. How do you account for that?

A. I attribute it to the soil.

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. Do you say that the tdbacco grown in Quebec is much superior to that grown

in Western Ontario?

So g i ke e
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A. The Havana Seed Leaf, not the Burley. The Burley variety grown in Ontario
cannot be produced in Quebec. What I say is that the Havana Seed Leaf of Quebec
IS better and finer than the same variety grown in Western Ontario.

Q. T would like to know what efforts have been made to try and induce the people
of Western Ontario to grow tobacco of better quality?

A. Last year tobacco was grown on ten experimental plots of one acre each in the
counties of Essex and Kent. When the tobacco was cured we found nobody to buy it.

g. Then you established experimental plots in Western Ontario?

+ Yes,

Q. And tried to induce the people to grow a better quality of tobacco there?

A. That is to say, we have tried other varieties in order to find out what they
could yield in that part of Oanada.

Q. That experiment has been a failure?

A. The results were not conclusive. The experiments will be continued.

Q. Why were the results not conclusive?

A. Last year was not a good one for tobacco culture, the atmospheric conditions
Were very poor. We cannot succeed in experiments in tobacco culture when the wea-
ther conditions are poor.

Q. I understood from your address that the quality of tobacco grown in Canada
deserves severe criticism?

. Some varieties.

Q. I understood you to say that the quality deserves severe criticism ?

A. What I said was that whatever criticism may be made of some varieties
actually grown in the country it would be useless to try to replace those varieties before

® needs of the manufacturing industry are exactly known.

Q. T would like to know whether there are many of these different varieties that
8re not satisfactory ¢
o A. There are a large number of intercrossed varieties that should not be grown in

8nada because they do not yield a satisfactory product.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. Where were these bad varieties grown and to what extent?
- It is especially in Quebec that those poor tobaccos are grown, but I must also
88y that it is in that province that the best cigar tobacco is grown. ;

By Mr. Clements:

th Q. Can you conscientiously say, taking into consideration the climatic conditions,

& 8t better tobacco is grown in Quebec than in Ontario or British Columbia? We

We can grow better tobaceco in Ontario than anywhere else. Of the 15,000,000 -

?:ut’ﬁ‘.is of tobacco that we import from the United States how much could be grown

18 country successfully by our Canadian farmers?

- - I suppose that is really a question for a manufacturer to answer, rather than
self.  But we can grow in Quebec the same quality of binders that is grown in
'8¢onsin, we can use in Canada the Burley tobacco which is grown in Ontario. Then
S °n use the British Columbia tobacco as fillers. We have here some Canadian

*18ars with British Columbia fillers.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

tobac%' As I uhde_rstand it there is a cigar made out of Kelowna, B.C. tobacc_o. The
Saw tho Was especially selected by Mr. Charlan, who also looked after the curing an‘d
at the cigars were properly made. Now, as a cigar smoker of many years’ experi-
.n:;e:fnd wonderful variety, I am bound to say that the Kelowna cigar is as well made

s good flavour and quality as the very best Havana cigar. Perhaps I should
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not say the very best; but anybody who will take that cigar will say it is as well made
and of as good quality as a Havana cigar. Now that cigar, as I understand it (exhibit-
ing cigar), is made of Canadian tobacco. g

Mr. Crarge.—Altogether?
Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo).—It is altogether made of Canadian tobacco.

A. The wrapper is of Sumatra Leaf, but you have a Canadian filler and a Canadian
binder.

. Q. If that can be done once it can be done all the time. How did you get such
good results from Canadian tobacco? The cigar manufacturers tell us, or some of
them do, that they cannot use Canadian tobacco. Here is a good cigar made from
Canadian tobacco and I will leave it to any man to say whether it is not as good a
cigar as he wants to smoke. The question is how do you get such good results?

A. By curing the tobacco properly and by sweating it in the right way. The
only thing we lack in Canada is a good packing house.

Q. Will you please tell us where you got the tobacco, the kind of tobacco it is,
under what conditions it was grown, what you did to see that it was cured properly,
and then what was used in the making of the cigar?

A. The tobacco was grown in Kelowna, British Columbia.

Q. That is the filler?

A. Yes, the filler. The binder must be a Comstock Spanish tobacco grown in
Quebec, and the wrapper is Sumatra Leaf. The filler was grown in British Columbia
about four or five years ago by Mr. Holman. It was sweated by Mr. Holman in the
best condition possible and was sent to a good cigar manufacturer in Montreal and
the produet is what we now show you. The tobacco is grown from Cuban seed. The
Cuban seed is imported by the Canadian grower and grown for one year only for the
production of seed. The first crop gives such a very small leaf that it would not pay;
it is better to grow seed only from it. For tobacco growing the grower uses seed of
the second or third year, which produces a larger leaf. After the first year he has a
crop of Canadian seed, but he must change his seed about every three or four years,
because as the leaf increases in size the flavour diminishes.

Q. Do you say that the filler of this c1gar which we have here is grown from
Cuban seed ?

. From second years’ growth developed from Cuban seed.

. The seed originally came from Cuba?

. Yes, from Cuba.

. It was planted in Kelowna?

Yes.

And the filler was grown in Kelowna?

Yes.

You took that tobacco for the filler down to Montreal ?

Yes.

. As I understand it the principal part of the cigar is the filler, Now who
made the cigar?

Mr. Cusson, Montreal.

He used a Canadian filler, a Canadian binder and a Sumatra wrapper?
Yes.

. The result is that you got as good a cigar as anybody wants to smoke?

. Yes, I consider this cigar is equal to any 10 cent cigar.

oroPOPOFOP

>O PO

By Mr. Clarke:

. Mr. Cusson’s factory is a foreign factory?
. A foreign factory.

>
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Q. The reason I ask the question is that I see a black stamp on the box?
A. Mr. Qusson’s factory is a foreign factory and he was selected to manufacture
the cigar because he has undertaken most of the work in the Canadian tobacco industry.
¢ made these cigars especially at our request and the stamp has no significance.
e could just as well have used a red or a green stamp. In this other kind of cigars
Producing cigars) the fillers are made of Comstock Spanish tobacco grown in Mont-
"all’f} county. The fillers and binders were grown in Montealm county and the only
foreign Jeaf is the Sumatra wrapper.

By Mr. Ross (Yale. Cariboo) :

Q. There is no significance, you say, in the box?
A. No, the box is only to put the cigars in.
Q. Tt is not intended to advertise a brand of cigars?

A. No.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. What kind of tobacco did you put in these cigars as a filler ?
S A. Comstock Spanish. As I said a few minutes ago we can use Comstock
Panish tobacco grown in Canada as a filler and binder.

By Mr. Parmelee:

Q. Has it a good flavour as a filler?
A. Yes,

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. Some binders have no flavour?
i A. Yes, but the Comstock Spanish tobacco has got a flavour sufficient to make
& good filler or binder.
. You have smoked it yourself?
A. Yes. ;
Q. Ts there not a little bitterness in taste?
- Yes, sometimes, but you have the same bitterness in Havana cigars.
Wish - You have brought here some Comstick Spanjsh tobgcco grown in Quebec. I
e You would compare some tobacco of the same variety which has' been brought down
™ the counties of Essex and Kent and see where the difference is?
A. Very well. \
My Sam}ﬂe of Comstock Spanish tobacco grown in the County of Essex produced by
* Darius Wigle and laid before the witness. . :
the o Mr. Darius Wigle has produced some (}'omstock Spani§h tobacco grown ;;n
sam lunty‘ of Essex. Will you please look at it and see how it compares with the
Ple which you have got? iy
it h;&. (After examining sample.) The only thing I can tell you about it is that
<o la}'g‘er leaf. The texture is not better than the Quebec tobacco.
+ 18 it as good, what difference is there? 1 , &3
ang v, I suppose it is less gummy. The trouble is that this tobacco is mnot sweate
We cannot judge of the quality in its present condition. The sample from Que-
red and ready to be used for cigar purposes. The other sample is In a raw
We can only judge of its texture at present.
e first sample which you have produced this morning has not been sweated ?
0. It is in a green condition. :
at would you say about that variety of Comstock Spanish from Essex

€C ig cu
State anq

County

A1 would say that it would make good tobacco.
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By Mr. Clements:

Q. I understand from an answer which you gave this morning that so far as your

experience goes, since you have been in the department, that we ean produce a quality

of tobacco in Canada, or a sufficient quantity of tobacco in Canada—whether it is

grown in Ontario, Quebec or British Columbia—to make a good quality of cigars {

sufficient for the ordinary Canadian trade?
A.lYes.

Mr. CI:ARKE.—Or for the public of any country. There is no doubt-about that?

A. No doubt whatever.

Q. T understand from the statement that you have made that one of the greatest
troubles in connection with the Canadian tobacco industry is that we have not proper
packing houses in Canada?

A. Yes, that is the point. :

Q. Then you would strongly recommend the establishment of packing houses in
Canada for the proper curing of tobacco? Of course, in order to get that we must
have some encouragement in the shape of government aid or otherwise?

A. T think so.

Q. You consider that is the important need of our growers at the present time?

Al T'do.

Having examined the foregoing transcript of my evidence, I testify the same to
be correct.
F. CHARLAN,
Chaef of Tobacco Division,
Department of Agriculture.

Mr. Darivs WicLE, Kingsville, Ontario, called.—I did not come prepared to de-

liver any address—I did not know that it was necessary—but I thought that I would

be expected to answer questions.

The CHAIRMAN.—We do not expect an address. Make your remarks as brief as
possible. No doubt the committee are anxious to question you.

Mr. CLEMENTS.—Perhaps I had better put some questions to Mr. Wigle.

Q. I understand that you are a large producer of tobacco and have a large to-
bacco farm in the county of Essex? ;

A, Yes

Q. How many acres do you grow?
; A. I have been growing up till last year from 60 to 80 acres annually, on mY
arm.

Q. For how many years have you been growing tobacco in Essex county, Mr-
Wigle?

A. I think eleven or twelve years.

Q. And about how much do you grow annually?

A. In the county?

Q. No, yourself?
A. T grow an average of about 70 acres and my tobacco has turned out about 1, 400 p
to 1,700 pounds per acre. I have raised over one ton to the acre, but the average crops 8

I should say, would be from 1,400 to 1,700 pounds per acre. That depends upon the
variety of tobatco.

Q. What varieties do you grow?

1

|
y

1




CANADIAN TOBACCO PRODUCTS 13

APPENDIX No. 2

A. T have grown a number of varieties, including Burley and Connecticut Seed.
Those are the large types of tobacco. I have grown those so that they turned out
a.bOUt a ton to the acre. I have grown the Comstock Spanish that was just men-
tlo_ned by Mr. Charlan, and here is a sample of that variety which was grown in my
Deighbourhood (producing sample). That tobacco was supposed to turn out about

s000 pounds to the acre, about half a ton.

Q. Is that a sample of the tobacco which Mr. Charlan says is not grown in any
Quantity ¢

A, Yes.

Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo):

Q. Not grown in sufficient quantity?

A. Not sufficiently grown.

Q. You do not get enough to the acre to make it profitable to grow it?
A, Yes, we do. It depends upon the price.

By Mr. Clements:

. Q. Just give me your opinion as to how much of that variety of tobacco is grown
0 Essex county or Kent? :

A. Well, T am not able to say, but probably 25,000 pounds.

Q. 25,000 pounds?

A. That quantity was probably grown in Essex last year, in 1907.
¢ Q. Taking into consideration the general business of the farmers and the manu-
~acturers, what variety do you consider the most profitable so far as your experience
18 concerned ¢

A, Well, whilst the Burley is a good price at 8 cents, it is more profitable to
80w the small tobacco.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. That is chewing tobacco?

A. That is chewing tobacco. With regard to cigar tobaccos, I paid, I am a
Packer too, 9 cents for that crop. That is not the purest of it; that is for cigar
Inders, We use the inferior grades of that tobacco for fillers.

By Mr. Clements:

ol Q From your experiel}ce as a '.coba'cco grower do you conside.r that any of 'the
tob:c;:g the district in which you live in western Ontario are suitable for growing
A. T think they are, in fact I know it.
« About how much tobacco can you grow to the acre in that distriet?
A of the chewing tobacco we would grow an average crop of about 1,500 pounds.
Q. And of smoking tobaceo?
A. The smoking tobacco would be about 1,000
hat is the average cost of growing tobacco? -
be g The cost of growing the cheaper tobaccos at the present rate of wages would
cents, and that of cigar tobaccos, I should judge, would be 6 cents a pound.
at rQ. In your opinion have you always had a market, or at least a reaonable market

Droﬁia?“nable prices, for the tobacco which was grown, sufficient to guarantee you a

A No, we have not until the past year. We have received a fair price for the

chey;
du:z;ng tobacco, with the exception of one or two years when there was an over pro-
n. . :



14 MR. DARIUS WIGLE

8 EDWARD VIl., A. 1908

Q. Will you give the committee an idea of why you have not had the encourage-
ment and what would be a remedy for that condition of affairs?

A. T might refer back to 1902. '

Q. Give us the details shortly?

A. There was a large quantity—a million pounds, I would say, although some
thought more—a million pounds more or less of cigar leaf produced for one man—
Ward. In addition there was a considerable amount produced outside of that. There
was also probably, of smoking tobacco and cigar tobacco a million and a half pounds.
I built a warehouse and processed upwards of a million pounds of that tobacco for
the cigar trade of our country, but I found whilst there was not a Canadian license
in the province of Ontario that I had a great difficulty in introducing these cured
tobaccos. I sold a great number of cases of that tobacco which were returned to me
because the excise officers would not allow them to go into the factories.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. Why?
A. They had not a Canadian license and for that reason I was hampered with this
stamp business.
Q. Excuse me for interrupting you. You say that our excise officers would not
allow this tobaceco to go into the factory?
A. Yes, a foreign leaf factory.

Mr. PARMELEE.—There are three licenses.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. They would not allow it to go in without paying the extra excise?

A. No, I went and looked into that. If the company was willing to pay the extra
excise, or the excise that was on the American leaf, they were still prohibited from
putting these Canadian tobaccos in. \

Q. They did not obey the law? ;

A. They did not in that respect. Evidently they were ignorant of the law.

Q. Who was the officer?

A. I will cite one, for instance, the officer at London. I made a great many
of these shipments which were returned in the same way but I will cite you one ship-
ment of from 5 to 7 cases to a gentleman in London, Mr. Kelly. After testing my

tobaccos he purchased seven cases. The tobacco was shipped to him and the excise

officers refused to allow him to take it into his factory.

By Mr. Clements:

Q. Pardon me one moment. This was tobaceco which went through your packihg

house?

A. Yes, processed tobacco. This (producing sample) would be a sample of the 1

same kind of tobacco. I happen to have only two samples left out of the million
pounds or thereabouts. I sweated about a million pounds of that tobacco.

Q. Is that the Comstock Spanish?

A. That is the Havana Seed Leaf.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. What excuse did the officer give for refusing to allow that tobacco into the ]

factory?
A. Well, evidently he did not understand the law sufficiently to know that a cigat

manufacturer was allowed to take that tobacco and pay the same excise duty on it that
he was paying on the American tobacco and manufacture it. After those cases
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had been lying in London waiting for the excise officer to allow them to go into the
manufacturer’s factory they were returned to me three months later. I paid the freigh
b°t¥1 ways and also the storage while those cases were lying in London. The matter was
recited to the district excise officer at Windsor and he evidently refused to interfere;
ut later on, after those cases were returned to my warchouse, the district excise officer
Wwent to Montreal and there learned that he was in error. He then wrote me a letter
of apology for the manner in which he had treated me.
Q. Was the matter of rebates not involved in that question at all?
A. T think not. The officer was not aware that this tobacco could be allowed to
€ manufactured.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. T suppose it was a new thing?
Yes.

1 Mr. ParmELEE :—They could have made him take out a license or pay the foreign
anf excise. If he was willing to pay the foreign leaf excise that settled the rebate
uestion,

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. I suppose the officer did not know, it was the first time the question had arisen ?

_A- I travelled with these samples all through the province of Ontario and the
Province of Quebec. Although I had probably sold out of that stock in the neigh-
Ourhood of 200,000 pounds I became discouraged with my experience and disposed
OL the remainder of this cigar tobacco to the Empire Tobacco Company.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

o Q. We had a delegation of cigar manufacturers down here a short time ago and
toe of them, the expert at Tuckett’s factory, Hamilton, made this statement: That
acco of a special character can only be grown in certain districts; that is, you get
%ﬁul‘ best wrappers from Samatra, your cigarette tobacco from somewhere else, your
y €rs from Wisconsin, and that while they can grow tobacco in Essex they cannot grow
aFCQ suitable for fillers and cigar wrappers. In other words instead of making a
Peciality of growing a certain variety they were trying to grow every variety. What
Ve you to say in reference to that objection made by the cigar manufacturers?
A. T have not found a variety of tobacco that was a failure in our county.
Q. They say that is the trouble with you people down there? N
7 I was the person who grew. this sample of Comstock Sp.a?ish t.obacco which
Yari €en submitted to this committee. I am thoroughly familiar with .the same
lety grown in Wisconsin, which is used largely by the manufacturers of this country
efy the United States or Wisconsin to produce an article equal to this domestic

§

and d
Sample,
By Mr. Clarke:

Q. Have you been through Wisconsin ?
A. No, but I have had a number of their samples expressed to me. :
of thie Is that correct what these people say, that in Wisconsin they make a specialty
IS tobacco for binders?
ey make a specialty of it.
Q. They don’t grow Burley? \
A. No, ’
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By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. Let me develop that argument. We will admit that you can grow just as
good binders in Essex as in Wisconsin ?

A. Yes.

Q. Will you, therefore, say that you can grow as good smoking tobacco in Essex
as they can grow somewhere else? Don’t you think the soil is adapted for some
particular class of tobaceo?

Mr. CrARkE—We have all kinds of soil in Essex county.

A. 1 find this from my experience: whilst we have all kinds of soil in Essex
county, it depends more upon the process of curing that tobacco than it does upon the
soil and the climate.

Q. Is it not true that there is great variety of soil, in some parts the soil is
much better than in others, Pelee Island, for instance?

A. Yes.

By Mr. Clements:

Q. You substantiate what Mr. Charlan says, that there is no question about your
growing the quality of tobacco for all purposes, excepting the finer cigar tobaccos in this
country, do you not?

A. There is no reason why we should not be growing every leaf with the excep-
tion of some of the finest wrappers.

Q. We are producing 10,000,000 pounds of tobacco now; how many millions of
pounds could we produce if we had the market for it, in your opinion?

Mr. CrARgE.—There is no limit.

Q. If necessary in our district we can grow 25 or 30 or 40 million pounds?

A. Yes, and would do it if the farmers were protected or encouraged, and I am
satisfied that they would get a reasonable price for their tobacco.

Q. You endorse Mr. Charlan’s idea that there should be encouragement given for
the establishment of proper packing houses?

A. Yes. The lack of them is the reason of the grades of tobaccos being con-
demned greatly by the manufacturers of Canada.

Q. What effect has the growing of tobacco upon the soil?

A. T have grown, I think, as much as ten crops in succession upon the same soil.
Here is a sample of Gibhardt (producing sample) being the eleventh crop, the label
says, in succession. I grew that myself.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. What is that good for? ‘
A. Chiefly for pipe smoking, if it were properly cured, but it is not.

By Mr. Clements:

Q. Will you tell the committee as briefly as possible what, in your opinion, would
be the best method of handling and curing the crop of tobacco in our district?

A. In the west? In the first place for the plug, chewing and smoking thig had

been cured especially for those purposes (producing sample). This is Burley and it
is of the 1906 crop. I dampened this considerably and it will keep 100 years and still
be sweet and good. The proper method of curing that is putting it through a kiln

at a certain degree of heat. That expels all the moisture from the tobacco and fits it

for manufacturing into plug.

e 3 R Bn e
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Q. Will you state to the committee if the farmers have suffered any detriment in
8rowing and curing their tobacco, for instance has there been any neglect from want
of information ?

A. As far as the farmer or tobacco grower is concerned I do mnot see that he is
Supposed to cure the tobacco for the manufacturer. He is supposed simply to cut
tthat tobacco, with the exception of one variety of tobacco and that would be pipe smok-
g tobacco. That must be cured shortly after it is cut, either by the grower or by some
other person, to get it into the condition which it should be in for pipe smoking. The

Armer can only cut his tobacco and hang it up and let the air cure it. That is all!
that ig necessary for him to do with any of these cigar or plug chewing varieties.
hen the manufacturer or packer must cure that tobacco to suit whatever it is in-
tended to be manufactured into.

Q. Explain the curing process from your own experience as a packer, Mr. Wigle?

s A. This leaf (exhibiting sample of Havana Seed) was cured for cigar binders
nly,

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. You are giving evidence as an expert, and I am not reflecting upon it, but
You will understand that the manufacturers are always trying to make out that they
fannot get the tobacco they want in Canada; that it is not properly cured, or the seed
IS Door and all that sort of thing. Are you absolutely sure that no improvements can

€ made in your methods of curing tobacco? .
s A. T would not say, but what there can be improvements made on my method of
l‘lng.

Q. Of course, I do not know anything about the business?

I was very anxious to secure something from Mr. Charlan because he prob-
ably knows far more than I do in reference to this matter.

By Mr. Clements:
b Q. What is the reason that the quality of the Canadian tobacco has not bfzen
piOught up to the standard that it should have been, is it simply through not having'
oPer packing-houses to cure it?
es.

By Mr. Clarke:

One Q. Ts that not a matter which rests with the manufacturers? You often find that
Manufacturer turns out a better cigar than the others do from the same sample?
Sometimes they do.
Q. Is that on account of a better process of curing?
has 4 d_ges, better methods of curing and preparing the tobacco. Each cigar maker
the ¢ . erent method of preparing his tobacco before it goes into the cigar, although
obaceo is the same.

By Mr. Parmelee:
Q. 1t i's foreign leaf?
- It is foreign leaf but he will treat it probably in some way.
By Mr. Clarke:

Q. That is a matter for the manufacturer to work out?
es.

By Mr. Carrier-

tobacg‘ In the States of Virginia and Kentucky they have a class of men in their
2i2lndustry that are known as re-handlers, Those men go to the farmers?
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A. That is right.

Q. In the case of our tobacco it has been given a bad name and according to the
old saying ‘Give a dog a bad name and they will hang him.” Our tobacco in this
country for years has had a bad name and the farmers have dealt with the consumers
direct. We want to try and stop that and get the farmers to place their tobacco in
the hands of re-handlers when it will undergo a curing process in expert hands?

A. Yes. |

Q. The proper handling of tobacco requires extensive, and in our climate, well
heated buildings. Very few men in our province have been willing to go to such an
expense. When the industry has been put on a better footing by and by, you will find J
men who will be willing to spend thousands of dollars to get the trade into proper |
shape by means of this system of re-handling. We want our manufacturers to go
direct to the re-handler and not to the farmer? '

A. Yes.

Mr. Oarrier.—Canadian tobacco has been given a bad name which we are trying
to remove. That is because the tobacco has never been properly cured. We are having
in Quebec on the 17th June next a meeting of the Dominion Wholesale Grocers’ Guild.
I am president of the Guild of the Province of Quebec and T have been in correspond-
ence with Mr. Beckett, of Hamilton, the President of the Dominion organization.
I intend at the next meeting of the Guild to read a paper on the subject of Canadian
leaf tobacco and I want every man in the country to learn that with respect to this
tobacco he has been labouring so far under a prejudice.

Mr. ArmstrRONG.—Have the manufacturers been asked to establish these curing zi
rooms ? L

bl o)t o

Mr. Carrier.—They have been doing their own curing. The American Tobacco
Company have started a large factory at Granby of their own and they have been
trying to do away with the re-handlers and curing men and buy the tobacco themselves
from the farmers and perform this process.

Mr. ParMELEE.—They do it better.
Mr. CarriEr.—They can do it better.
Mr. ParMELEE—They do it better.

By Mr. Clements:

Q. What would you suggest as a remedy for the existing conditions in the case
of our tobacco growers? :

A. T wish to say that I call myself a re-handler of tobacco. We take this tobacco
into our warehouse and it is hand sorted and sized and then packed into cases and
sweated. Then it is ready for the manufacturers. We draw four hands from each
case and that is generally put into a sample of our goods guaranteeing that every
leaf in the case is equal to the sample. <

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. To whom do you sell them?

A. To the cigar manufacturers.

Q. What objection do they make to the tobacco as to its quality? ‘

A. Some have made no objection, but consider it a good quality of tobacco.
Others object to it and say it was an inferior tobacco.

Q. I still want this point absolutely cleared up if it possibly can be. I can very
well understand why the cigar manufacturers, with the object of leaving things a8
they are, attempt to create the impression that they cannot get the tobacco which they
want in Canada, they might have a selfish reason in speaking that way. I think it
would be in the interest of the tobacco growers that an expert like Mr. Wigle should i
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Put such evidence on record as will convince the public, at least, that there is nothing
n thig statement, that we can grow the tobacco that is necessary in Canada. I know
Some Montreal and Hamilton manufacturers claim they cannot get the tobacco they
Want in Canada, and I would like the fact that the tobacco can be got in Canada
emphasized ?
‘ ; A. Just here T would say that on my first trip to introduce my processed tobaccos
1 1902, T came to the city of London and when passing Mr. Tuckett’s branch I
calleq there, knowing that they were manufacturing foreign leaf. I asked their
Sreman to wrap up a cigar, and test it, from my processed tobacco. He did so and
Xpressed his views in this way—that it was equal to the very best Havana that they
Were putting in their best cigars, Margree. He admitted it to me before a witness
@ said ‘ we are not allowed to use it.

diq _Q- Was that tobacco which you showed that particular firm a special sample or
1t represent the average tobacco grown?

20060, The average processed tobacco. I would have been glad to have sold him
P 00 pounds equal to the sample he prepared that cigar from and would have been
ad to have done it at that time.

€;

By Mr. Carrier:
Q. Do you think that if the duty on foreign leaf were increased it would have
effect of establishing more re-handlers of tobacco?
s If the duty were sufficiently increased the packers, or rathe'rvthe re-handlers
You call them, would be here by to-morrow morning from the Unitea States.
Q. Lots of them?
oth -_To build warehouses in which to cure our tobaccos the same as they do on the
€r side of the line.
e 3 You are probably aware that foreign countries like France, Belgium and Italy,
in thlmDOr't their tobaccos from Virginia and Kentucky, are represel}ted by re-handlers
whi }? U{uted States. Those men prepare the tobaccos so as to give them a flavour
11 suits the taste of the consumers in the countries which they represent?
ey do in some cases.
conge, These re-handlers give the tobacco a special flavour which sui’Es the taste .Of the
Dare dfflers of each country. As a matter of fact the tobacco used in France is pre-
0 a special manner so that it is adapted to the taste of those people?
ence '_If the time allowed me was not quite so limited T wou}d read you correspond-
Vidis With 2 man in Wisconsin with respect to the manufacturing of this tobacco pro-
€ there was sufficient duty.

the

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

2- %bout the matter of duty, you say it ought to be increased?
+ Yes,
- As T understand, it is not a question of increasing the duty?
Not altogether.
inerea b is more a matter of the re-arrangement of the duty. If the customs duty be
Sed and the excise duty correspondingly reduced would that not meet the .case?
reduce‘d Ces, that will help if it is sufficiently increased in the one case and sufficiently
n the other,
dealer.th t me put it in this way: Do you not think, as a tobacco grower and tobacc?
abla p;‘ at taking the customs duties and the excise duties together you have a reason
Otection in this country for tobaceo?
Q. ere has not been sufficient, especially on the cigar tobacco.

extent' oi-s-:}?’e diffienlty not more a question of the arrangement of the duty than the
i
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A. You will understand that the 10 cents per pound on cigar tobacco makes only
$2 difference on 1,000 cigars. The rebate on that would nearly equal one-half, so you
might consider that there was a duty of only $1 a 1,000 upon them.

. That is 10 cents a pound duty on the imported leaf?

Yes.

There is an excise duty of how much?

$6 a thousand.

. Supposing we increase the import duty say to 28 cents a pound?

. I would not consider it sufficient.

You would not?
I think that 85 cents should be placed on it.
That is 85 cents on the raw leaf unstemmed?
Yes.

You think that is enough?. j
Yes. !
. I am bound to say you are the most reasonable protectionist I have come acrosé '}
in some time? )

A. In advocating 35 cents a pound.

Q. Yes?

A. Customs duty on unstemmed leaf.

crororororoproy

By Mr. Clements:

Q. Take thls year’s crop, under your process of packing or re-handhng, could yet
get this erop prepared say in twelve months for the manufacturer?

A. Yes, in six months.

Q. Would there be any advantage in taking a longer time?

> A. Not very much under the sweatmg process.

Q. There is no doubt, taking this year’s crop, and re-handling it, you could put d
into the manufacturer’s hands within a very few months?

A. Yes, we could put it in their hands by the month of August next.

Q. How long have you felt the need of a change, for instance, with regard to th9
stamp and the excise duties? :

A. Since I have become a packer, since 1902.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo) :

Q. Since the rebates were granted ?
A. T don’t know when that rebate came into force.

By Mr. Clements:

Q. You had a large demand for eight or ten years for what tobacco you grew i#
Essex county?

A. Yes.

Q. Give us the reason why there has not been such a demand for the last three 0"
four years?

Q. There is now an over production of tobacco, that is, chewing tobacco?

A, Yes.

i

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. Does that apply only to chewing tobacco?

A. Yes.
Q. There is a sufficient demand for smoking tobacco?

A. Yes, T think so.



CANADIAN TOBACCO PRODUCTS 21
APPENDIX No. 2 ‘ :

By Mr. Clements:

Q. You think that if the customs duties were better arranged there would be a
Market in Oanada for all that you could produce of it?
A. Yes,
4k Q-_ What effect would it have on the cigar manufacturers, of course they must be
0 into consideration ?
th A, Tt would make little or no difference to the cigar manufacturer, increasing
€ custom duty and lowering the excise duty.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. Why are they making such an uproar against this proposed legislation ?
th A. Tt would make this difference, that it would probably drive them to change
e brands they already have established and use Canadian leaf. .

By Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo):

QI suppose they have worked out convenient connections for getting their
Cco, Ijlnd they would have to change them?
es,

toba

By Mr. Clements:

Q. What effect would it have upon the consumer?
o effect upon the consumer.
- You think it would have no effect upon the consumer?
+ I don’t see that the effect would be noticeable.

By Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo) :
Q. What would be the effect of smoking cigars made out of Canadian tobacco?
hay, Well, T have introduced some of them. The people who have smoked them
€ found them quite satisfactory. ;
Did you try one of the cigars produced to-day?
- I did not have a chance to test it thoroughly. I have smoked a good many
made from Canadian tobacco.

Witness retired.

eig‘ars
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House or ComMONS,
Commrrtee Room No. 80,
TrUrRSDAY, March 26, 1908,

The Select. Standing Committee on Agriculture and Colonization met here this
day at 10 o’clock, a.m., Mr. McKenzie, chairman, presiding.

The CHARMAN.—As the members of the Committee are aware we intend to con
tinue the investigation into the cultivation and preparation of tobacco. When weé
adjourned yesterday Mr. Darius Wigle from the county of Essex, Ontario, was under
examination. That examination will be now continued. 4

By Mr. Clements: !

Q. You have looked over the schedules and know the legislation which the gov:‘jL
ernment propose to enact. In your opinion what effect will the one license and stamp: |
with the higher rate of duty, have upon the tobacco industry in your section as well
as in other parts of the country?

A. One thing it will bring about better methods of curing and preparing otﬂ'v
tobacco for the Canadian manufacturers.

Q. It will bring about better methods of curing?

A. Tt will bring about better methods of curing. It will be an inducement t0<
manufacturers to manufacture Canadian grown tobacco leaf.

Q. Do you think the farmers require any education as to growing tobacco; should
there be some other assistance given them in the way of instruction by experts, or i
Mzr. Charlan, in your opinion, able to take care of the whole of the tobacco~grow1n5 )
districts? Would you consider his terntory too large? '

A. Well, as far as Mr. Charlan is concerned, I am unable to answer the questw?l
as to his ability, as T have never conversed with him to any extent, and I was unablée
yesterday to understand his address, which was given in French. So far as the farmef’
and tobacco growers in Western Ontario are concerned, I feel that they thoroug’
understand growing the crop and taking care of it. Our farmers, however, might b‘
urged to plant earlier, so that the crop would be harvested in the early fall, whilst the
weather is warmer and drier.

Q. Personaly, T have felt the need of some such change as the government 1ntel:ldﬂi
to bring about. When do you think that change should take place? I know th"
farmers in my district will refuse to put in any tobacco, if the change is not mad®
known soon? What is your opinion about that? |

The CHAIRMAN.—What changes do you refer to?

Mr. CLemENTS.—The changes contemplated in the government’s proposed legi®
lation? -]i

A. I would say this in answer to that: The farmers, under the present re,gulatloﬂi
have a disposition to not plant very much tobacco during the coming year, beca
they have the most of last year’s crop on hand, and without they have some guarant®”
from the government that there will be a change in the tariff, they will not plant ve?
much tobaceo this year.

Q. How much of last year’s crop is in the hands of the farmer at present? i

A. T presume that four-fifths of the crop grown last year is still in the hands af
the farmer,
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By Mr. Owen:

- What does the American tobacco cost laid down here?
. Cigar tobacco?
Yes?
Duty paid?
es?
About 17 cents a pound for fillers.
And what do you offer yours for in Canada?
I would sell it at from 12 to 17 cents a pound, that is fillers.
That is the same quality of tobacco as the American tobacco?
- It would be a better quality. I would say that my experience in the cured
tobaccos ig this: I find that the American people ship their culls to this country
USually, T have seen almost hundreds of invoices showing that they are introducing
that tobacco at 7 cents a pound into the hands of our cigar manufacturers. When
at tobaceo passes the international boundary line it has to pay 10 .cents a pognd,
Which would make the price 17 cents a pound. The Canadian farmer growing cigar
9baceo should have from 8 to 10 cents per pound.
Duty? :
A. No, he should be paid from 8 to 10 cents per pound, that is the Canadian
8rower, The handling and the processing of that tobacco costs 3 cents per pound.
hat would be 13 cents. There is a shrinkage of about one cent and a half to two
cents, which would nearly reach an amount of 15 cents. Over and above that we con-
Sider Profit for the packer, who, however, has to incur other incidental expenses. We
+8 unable, ag packers, in this country, to put a fair quality of cigar leaf in the hands
the manufacturer as a filler at less than about 17 cents per pound, and 20 to 25 cents

or v
tobaceo ag g wrapper or a binder.

By Mr. Clements:

ds Q. Just one question in connection with that point. You, as a packer, EI{d also
duci dgl‘OWer and purchaser of tobacco, living in the district w.here the tobgcco 18 pro-
s feel that some change, from a legislative standpoint, is necessary in order to
€ep the industry alive; that is in the interest of the grower ?
es, there has got to be a change.

And that at once?
es.

By Mr, McColl:

FinaQ' Would the proposed changes that have been announced by the Minister of
Mee be satisfactory to the farmer or grower ?

ot altogether, for the reason that the proposed change with respect to chew-

€0 makes a reduction of 2 cents a pound.

PPOPOPOPO

b

ing- tobac

By Mr. Clements:

Q. That is, that the grower is 2 cents worse off than he was before?
Dhioed = % €s. The manufacturer will benefit to the extent of 2 cent5313)y }her e;;;(l)‘:
ence te ange. The duty was 35 cents, and it has now been degreased to 33. nnufac_
it 0 cigay tobaccos, there is a benefit to the grower, as agal.nst the_clgar mab S
’eoé 8 cents. The change in regard to stamp and license will certainly be a bene
rower, .
frict, 5 Wha? is the percentage of chewing and smoking tobacco grown in your dis-
) appI‘Oleately? : :
fourth- Presume that there has been only about one-fourth of cigar tpbtacclzzs t:; ;1 ::1:
as p S of chewing tobaccos. Less than that, probably. To sybstantla e fyoh‘ :
€8ards the 7 cent tobacco, I have visited the various packing houses o io an
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the other States, and T would just merely read a letter that I got the other day from
a gentleman writing me from Wisconsin, a gentleman who wishes to take an interest
in my packing house, provided there is sufficient change in the duty and license to
warrant him of a good business in this country. He writes me:

‘Dear SiR,—Yours received dated February 25th. I was in the country for two
weeks superintending a farmer’s crop, to be assorted; that is why I have delayed
answering yours before. I am a sober and industrious man.

¢ As to your inquiry of my experience with the tobacco crop. We in this country
first assort it, by separating the good from all damaged tobacco, such as pole rot, or
shed burn, sunburn, frosted and wet tobacco, and rust and ragged leaves; then put
the good over a sizing table graded into one, two, three, four, five, and so on, and then
packed in cases, and sweated, ready for cigar manufacture. After the sweating is
through we draw four hands from each case, as sample, putting the number of the
case on each sample.

The damaged tobacco is put up for export, and much of it is sent ‘to your coun-
try.

The 1906 crop here molded because it was so cold and damp during the sweat-
ing process. Farmers often sprinkle their tobacco to make it heavier, gives us much
trouble and loss in handling it, as it is sure to show on the tobacco after it is sweat.’

Q. May I ask what is about the duty that they have to pay on tobacco now?

A. We have now ten cents on cigar tobacco, and the manufacturer gets the rebate
on his cuttings, he ships his cuttings to Germany and sells them at 12 cents a pound,
and he gets a rebate form the government of 10 cents a pound, so that he realizes 22
cents a pound; the rebate is equal to one-half the duty he pays in the first place, or

about 5 cents per pound at the present time.

Q. As far as the rebate is concerned that is a matter of trade, he gets a rebate of
5 cents a pound or one half what he imports—it means up to one half, he imports
at 10 cents a pound and then he is allowed a rebate of 5 cents a pound when he
exports it, is that it?

A. No, he pays a duty of 10 cents a .pound on what he imports, and on the
cuttings from his factory he has the privilege of exporting them, and the government
pays him ten cents a pound for all that he exports, and that 10 cents on what he
exports is almost equal to a half of what he pays in duty.

Q. He is allowed a rebate on the home grown tobacco, is he?

A. No, T am speaking of foreign leaf.

Q. The excise is, of course, the same in both cases?

A. The same in both cases, so that I have always claimed there was not more
than about $1 on a thousand cigars difference in duty between the Canadian or the
domestic cigar and the foreign leaf manufactured by a foreign leaf manufactory.

By Mr. Owen: -

Q. I would like to ask a question. As you travel around quite a bit, do our farm-
ers cultivate the land so as to get as many pounds per acre as possible out of the
land ?

A. Yes.

Q. As I understand it the land has to be specially prepared and while the plants
are growing the weeds must be kept out, because the plant requires all the nourish-
ment there is in the land, without allowing anything to go into weed. Unless tobacco
i kept very clean it will not do as well as it would if it were kept free from weeds,
is that so? &

A. No, it will not.

Q. Do our farmers take every care while the plant is growing to get as many
pounds per acre as possible?
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A. They do in Western Ontario. I am not posted as regards the cultivation of
tobaceo in Quebee, but I will venture to say that you can go through the tobacco
elds of Western Ontario and you will not find more on the average than one weed
to the acre, and even you will find ten acres in which there is not a weed to be found.

Mr. Barr—That is pretty nearly perfection.
Having read the preceding transcript of my evidence, I find it correct.

DARIUS WIGLE,
Tobacco Handler.

The CuamMan—We will now hear Mr. Lewis Wigle, who is likewise from the
nty of Essex, in Western Ontario.

Mr, Lewis WicLe, called:—

Coy

By Mr. Clements:

Q. T understand you have had a good many years experience in buying and grow-
tobaceo?
B A, Yes, I purchased nearly all the tobacco that was grown in the county of
S8eX and a good portion of Kent from the year 1864 to 1895.
You are practically one of the pioneers in the tobacco growing industry?
- Yes, I grow the first Burley tobacco in 1894 or 95, T am not sure which. I
rgnl'ew the Burley tobacco from which the first plug of chewing tobacco was ever
anl_lfactured in the Dominion. I can tell you how I know it was the first. The
omplre Tobacco Company had made up their minds to try to cu'ltiva:te the growing
in urley tobacco in this country; they had always been purchasing it to the south,
2 the Uniteq States, and they felt it might be grown successfully in the prov-

ing

i 3 :

'1{1:1? of Ontario. Mr. Archibald, who was then one of the partners of the Emplre

5 acco Company, came to Essex county and enquired who had been purchasing the
a

CCO in that part of the country. He was told that I had been buying it, so he came
c?e with the seed he had purchased in the United States and asked me to plant all
WhouIld myself and to give the balance of the seed. to the fan.ners arqund that country
for 14 thought would grow it and prepare it for him. .He paid me nine cents a pound
mak » 1 grew 18 acres, and he was so anxious to test it, to ascertain whether he could
€ 2 success of Canadian Burley with his formula that he induced me to put a
'l my barn, and attach it to the natural gas pipe, we had natural gas in th.e
towﬁ’s M order that I might dry it before nature would do it so that he might get it
3 factory more quickly in order to test it. That is the reason I.know that my
‘isc::ur‘:;as the first tobacco that was ever manufactured into chewing tobaceco In
Ty, ’
- You bought for the Empire Tobacco Company for a number of years, for how
& 2 period?

+ I haye bought for them since 1895.
us ¢y . Jat kind of chewing tobacco do you recommend as the most profitable for

8row ?

+ Burley is the only tobacco for chewing tobacco.

Q. Why i that? y i
urley is the only tobacco for chewing tobacco on account of its absorbing
It absorbs the sweets, the liquids and molasses and so forth, that they put
bacco, No other tobacco would do that.

0

Stove i
t

fmaliti.es_
Intg the .
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Q. Does Mr. Charlan agree with you, you say that Burley is the only tobacco
for chewing tobacco?

A. Burley is the only tobacco that they make a success of in manufacturing into
chewing tobacco.

Q. I understood from Mr. Charlan’s evidence yesterday that there is an over
production of Burley tobacco, why is that?

A. There is an over-production because we in Canada do not have our own country
for our own tobacco of that kind; there is too much imported from the United States.
I understand by the returns brought down by the government in 1906 that there were
nearly 10,000,000 pounds of Burley tobacco bought in the United States. We have &
demand here for between four and five million pounds at the present time.

Q.. That is all that the Canadian growers produce?

A. The Canadian manufacturers manufacture Canadian Burley to the extent of
about four or five million pounds a year.

By Mr. Broder:

Q. Do you know the amounf of tobacco which is manufactured, imported and all?

A. Do you mean the manufacture of chewing tobacco or how much leaf was _

imported from the United States?

Q. T want to know the quantity of leaf of these different kinds of tobacco which
they use?

A. Fifteen millions and some odd pounds were imported in 1906, about twelve
millions of the same kind that we raise, and to my mind no better.

By Mr. Clements:

Q. Would that be practically the same kind?

A. Yes, the same kind. 8

Q. That all goes into chewing tobacco?

A. Well, they use the bottom leaves, the lighter leaves of Burley, for a certain
~ kind of smoking tobacco.

Q. Under the present conditions has the Canadian grower a sufficient duty upon
his tobacco, or what protection should there be? Explain to this committee how it i8
for example, that Mr. Macdonald can pay an excise duty of 20 cents, I think it is
upon the tobaceo which he imports?

A. The excise duty is 25 cents on American and 5 cents on Canadian. He pay8
20 cents more excise duty than the manufacturer of Canadian tobacco does.

Q. He pays 20 cents a pound more?

A. 20 cents a pound more excise and 10 cents duty.

Q. If the tobacco which he imports is the same kind of tobacco that we grow
here and he pays 20 cents a pound more excise and 10 cents duty on it, can you give
any explanation of that? '

. A. I think so. I think the reason that Mr. Macdonald makes tobacco to suif

the tastes of the people of this country is because they have got accustomed to it and
to his formula. It is a formula that they like and it acts like a patent right on the
kind of tobacco that he makes. I think that if Mr. Macdonald would make chewing
tobacco with his formula out of the Canadian Burley he could make just as good chew”
ing tobacco as he does to-day out of the American Burley.

By Mr. Broder:

Q. Does he not use any Canadian Burley?
A. Not a pound. He takes a license to manufacture American leaf and is not
allowed to manufacture Canadian leaf. It has often seemed to me that if this gover®”
ment would give Mr. Macdonald the right to buy fifty or 100 thousand pounds, o
whatever quantity they choose, and manufacture it into chewing tobacco with

o ~ SER
e
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formula to test whether he cannot make as good out of our tobacco as he does out of
merican, it would be a good thing.

By Mr. Gordon:

Q. Would he do so?

A. T don’t know whether he would.

Q. T understand he refused absolutely?

A. He'was asked to give evidence before the Agriculture Committee in this House
Some years ago as to the manufacture of chewing tobacco out of Canadian. He said
then, g0 T am told, that he had tried to make chewing tobacco out of Canadian leaf
and. he could not make a succes of it with his formula and he never would try it
4ain. But at that time there was not such a thing as Burley tobacco known in this
Country. He had been importing Burley tobacco to manufacture into chewing tobacco,
and when he took the leaf tobacco which was grown at that time as a smoking tobacco
% would not absorb as the Burley tobaceo did and, of course, he could not make a
Success of i, I claim that if he was compelled to manufacture Canadian Burley he
cOulld make just as good a tobacco as he does from the manufacture of American

ur ey.

Q. With your experience you have no doubt of that?

A. T might say this: I have been told more than once by an expert purchaser of
tobaceo i the United States that he had bought millions of pounds of American
urley tobaceo and shipped to Mr. Macdonald and he never shipped a pound of bet-
ter Burley tobacco than we grow in this country. Now here is the Burley tobacco
8Town in the County of Essex (producing sample). They cannot beat that Burley
o acco in the United States. I was in Kentucky two years ago last October, for a
Weel_" in Woodford county, Kentucky, at a place called Midway, fourteen miles from
anIIlgton. A cousin of my wife’s has a 2,000 acre farm there and he grows 200

Cres of Burley tobacco every year. When I told him that I purchased tobacco for
IO:kEmpire Tobacco Company in Canada he asked me if I would like to come and
s tthml{g‘h the barns and see if he kept the tobacco in the same way as we did. I
with to his barns and found that they were the same as ours. The doors were fixed

hinges to open out and let the air through. The tobacco was the same kind of
inuﬁfy and it was put on the sticks in the same way; in fact everything was done

% € same way only that his Burley was not as large as ours. It was a smaller
., 200, the stem was smaller, the rib here (pointing to the sample) was smaller, and
00111?3 a finer appearance. But I found out the reason for that in going through the
it g, Ty. They do‘ not plant that tobaceo therc? in thg same way as we do. We plant
a g tt(l)ut 3 feet 8 inches apart; they plant theirs 30 inches apart each way. We put

s € over 4,000 plants to the acre; they put nearly 7,000 plants to the acre. So you
larg;mderstand that when 7,000 plants are put on an acre the stalk does not grow as

stems or as large leaf.

By Mr. Broder:

Q. The plant does not get as much sun?
If we ¢ The plants are closer and they do not have the space to make them large.
= n this country planted in the same way we could grow the same kind of .Burley.
tuck;e plant 3 feet 8 inches apart and that will not grow Burley as small as in Ken-
3 an- owever the Burley that will grow in the county of Essex cannét be beaten
Y country in the world.

TOBACCO GROWING ‘ON PELEE ISLAND.

Q. Was that a sample grown last summer? ‘
18 m.l‘ year ago last summer. Now, Pelee Isalnd is in the. county of Essex 'and
Ues out in the lake, half way between Essex and the United States, you might
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say the State of Ohio. It is about 5 miles one way and perhaps 12 miles the other.
They have there the very same soil that they have in Kentucky—a limestone bottom
—and that is especially adapted to the growth of Burley tobacco. Not only has the
soil on Pelee Island a limestone bottom, but it is out in the lake where the air keeps
the frost away, so that they can plant a week and sometimes two weeks earlier than we
can 16 miles away and the frost remains away for from one to two weeks later in the
fall.
By Mr. Clarke:

Q. Therefore, they can grow a tobacco of better quality?

A. A better quality. They can grow as good Burley tobacco there as they can
anywhere else in the world. The farmers cannot get the plants they want to plant
sometimes. Coming to that point Mr. Darius Wigle said he thought that the farmers
are being educated to plant much earlier. That is a fact. They first began by
sowing seed in beds in the woods, in the open air. They could grow tobacco plants
there but they could not plant them so soon. Then they got to planting the seed
under cotton, they did that for a while, and now they have glass houses to put it
under, and have artificial heat in them so that they can get the growth earlier.
If they can get tobacco in about the first of June it is sure to be a good crop, we
have never missed a crop in the last eleven or twelve years, since we have been growing
Burley tobacco.

By Mr. Clements:

Q. You have no doubt that we can grow tobacco here in Canada equally. good,
sufficiently good, not only for chewing, but for ordinary good cigars?

" A. I am not so much posted as to the cigar tobacco, but I believe we can grow
Zimmer Spanish and the big Havana and Connecticut seed leaf—all these are smoking
tobaccos that I Lelieve are specially adapted to this country, those three kinds. We
can’t grow Cuban tobacco successfully here, and I am told they cannot grow Cuban
tobacco in Florida. The United States import large quantities of Cuban tobacco and
pay a duty on it in that country. They pay millions of dollars of duty on tobacco
they can’t grow, but they are sure to fix their tariffs so that they do not pay duty on
tobaccos they can grow. I helieve we should do the same thing. I Lelieve there can
be enough tobacco grown in this country to supply the wants of this country, and why
can’t we grow it?

By Mr. Carrier:

Q. I suppose you are aware of the fact that this particular brand of tobacco can
only be grown in a certain portion of Cuba, because the soil in that part of the country
is of that particular nature which, I think, gives it that special flavour?

A. T do not think there is any use in discussing that question of Cuban tobacco.

By Mr. Carrier:
Q. You say it is not grown anywhere else than in Cuba, but not even in Cuba
is it grown all over the island?

By Mr. McIntyre (Strathcona):
Q. Do you know anything about tobacco grown in the southern valleys of British

Columbia?
A. No, but I am told they do grow tobacco there. My belief is that tobacco can

be grown wherever corn can be grown.

By Mr. Clements: ‘
Q. That is, you do not think the soil makes much difference?
A. Oh, yes, the soil makes some difference.
Q. How many pounds per acre doeg it produce?
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A. In our country it averages 1,400 pounds, that is Burley; and to show the
eXtent to which it can be grown, in the county of Essex there are warehouses in Hazr-
TOW, in the township of Colchester South; at Kingsville, in the township of South
Gosﬁeld; and Leamington, in the township of Mersea. Now, there were 7,500,000
Pounds of Burley tobacco grown in Essex and Kent in 1906. Over 4,000,000 pounds of
b at were grown in these three townships, and the people who live in those three town-

1Ps have the advantage over the outsiders on account of the warehouses being there
and the buyers being there—it is the head centre. OQutside of these three places the
utsiders do not have as good a chance to sell their goods; there is only a demand for
& certain quantity, and the outsiders, I consider, do not have a fair chance when there
IS more grown than required. Now, if we had our own country for our own Canadian
tobaeCO, if we had our own market for the 14,000,000 pounds instead of only 4,000,000
or 5,000,000 pounds—if we had our own market for our own Burley tobacco, I am sure
I Essex and Kent counties alone we can grow from 14,000,000 to 15,000,000 pounds
€very year without much exertion. If the farmers were only sure that they had our
OWn market it would pay them to put up barns to cure it in and prepare the land for
A e have to lteep them back from producing every year. I will tell you what the
Mpire Tobbaco Company had me do a year ago last spring. They first ha(.l me send
out a cireulary through the township in which I bought tobacco, the township of Qol-
ehester Soyth—I bought for them in 1906 1,200,000 pounds in that one township—
they had me send out a circular to the farmers from whom we had purchased tobacco
the lagt year asking them not to grow but very little, because they were afraid they
Were overstocked and would not be in a position to purchase much. And, to make it
st}- onger, so that the farmers would not misunderstand them, they sent me personally
»Vith my horse and buggy to tell the people they had better not grow tobacco, because
Would not he there at all this year to buy from them. I have not hought a pound of
€ 8rowth of 1907, the output is all on their hands except a few thousand pounds.
Simply because there is no demend for it?
£ - There is no demand for it and the Empire Tobacco Company did not want the
armers 4 grow tobacco for which there would be no market.

By Mr. Carrier: -

Q. You said you are a buyer for the Empire Tobacco Company?
es, ¢
this Q. Do you not think the prices at which the Empire Tobacco Company is seélhng
®Ir goods to the trade is not in keeping with the prices they pay to the farmers?

ow, selling it? :
ixcuse me—what you pay to the growers—what are the prices paid usually
mpire Tobacco Company to the grower or handler?

e bought direct from the farmers. -

Q. TIs it not ten to twelve cents a pound? e
Der We bought for three or four years at as high as te1.1, eleven and tweler; (,eni 3
in 158?“‘1’ then they began to over-produce and then the prices went down. We pa
» for the growth of 19086, eight cents and six cents and down.to four cents. :
Cents is tobacco costs the Empire Tobacco Company, domestic gI'OW;L about ten
a %ﬁund, about 23 cents freight, or an average of 124 cents a pound
« Yes,

Q'. I suppose it costs to manufacture it into plugs about five cents per pound as
miiﬂmum? : .

* I don’t know about that. :
Q. Do you know that the lowest price at which the Empire Tobacco Companyﬁ 1;
tl}e trade is 25 cents a po{md, what does that represent? 200 per cent 1};)1:‘60 t
the U. .I Will put it in another way; Mr. Macdonald pays 10 cents and gruigs : ¢ r;)}rln

Mited States and sells it at 25 cents a pound more, and he puts 12 plugs to the

by the 1

sG]ling‘ to
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pound instead of 8. Now if the American tobacco was kept out of this country and
Mr. Macdonald was made to manufacture our tobacco with his formula, I believe he
would make as good chewing tobacco as he makes now.

AN Hon. MEMBER.—Mr. Macdonald has a monopoly.

A. He has a monopoly, but he wouldn’t have a monopoly if Mr, Macdonald’s agents
were travelling up and down the concessions in the townships of Essex and Kent
buying his 10,000,000 pounds of leaf there instead of up and down the side lines of
Kentucky. There would be competition then between him and every other manu-
facturer.

Q. Yes, but you see Mr. Macdonald introduced his tobaccos in this country 25
or 30 years ago, and everybody to-day thinks they can’t do without Macdonald’s
tobaceo any more than they can do without salt and pepper. It is a kind of prejudice,
but he has no tobaccos he sells to the trade at less than 65 cents and this tobacco costs
him 25 to 80 cents to bring it to this country . Now, he will pay a customs duty on
that of 28 cents a pound, which with excise duty puts the cost to him up to probably
58 cents or something like that. That tobacco does not cost Mr. Macdonald more than
5 cents a pound to manufacture, and yet it is sold at 80 cents a pound, therefore realiz-
ing a profit of from 50 to 100 per cent. Every day Mr. Maecdonald is using a carload
of tobacco and he is making an average of $3,000 a day profit. It is the same with
Mr. Tuckett of Hamilton?

A. T understand all that, but I will give you my version. Up in the county of
Essex, years ago before we grew tobacco, the people thought they could not chew any-
thing but Maedonald tobacco. It took them a long time to get educated to chew
tobacco made out of Canadian leaf. Now there is not one pound of Macdonald tobacco
sold in the western country where there are 100 pounds made out of Canadian leaf's
sold. T will tell you what T would do. I would put the duty high enough to keep -
American tobacco from coming into this eountry and I would say to the manufac-
turer, ¢ You have got to manufacture your chewing tobacco out of Canadian leaf or
quit the business.” To the chewers in this country I would say ¢ You have got to chew
(Canadian tobaceo or quit.’

By Mr. Zimmerman :

Q. Oh, no, that would never do? '

A. If Mr. Macdonald with his formula can make as good chewing tobacco out of
Canadian leaf as he can out of American why should he not do it?

Q. He has built up a business on imported tobaccos and the people of this coun-
try want that?

A. T want to give you an experience which came to my notice. The ex-Reeve of
Pelee Island and I were discussing that very thing six months ago ; he said;
‘T want to give you my experience on the chewing of tobacco. I never chewed any
tobacco in my life except Macdonald’s until last summer. Then the merchant with N
whom I deal at Pelee Island ran out of Macdonald’s tobacco and I was compelled
to buy a plug of tobaceco made out of Canadian leaf. I chewed that tobacco for three
weeks. I longed at first for the Macdonald tobacecn but got used to the Canadian.
At the end of three weeks I took a chew of the Macdonald tobacco but spat it oufs
and have never chewed a chew of Macdonald tobacco since.’ &

By Mr: Clarke: 7‘

Q. Won't that apply to smoking tobacco as well? k
A. I don’t know véry much about smoking tobacco.
Q. They ean smoke our tobaccos too? R
A. Yes, they can smoke it, too. 1. think we should do as they do in the United
States. There they say,  We can gros all the tobacco we want and no other county¥

~

7
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%an ship to us unless they pay 85 cents duty.’” That duty is prohibitive. Nobody ever
€ard of a Canadian farmer getting a dollar for tobacco shipped by him to the United
tates. On the other hand, the farmers there get a million and a half of dollars every

Year for supplying the same kind of tobacco to this country that we can grow ourselves.

at we should say is, ¢ We can grow all the tobacco we want in this country and you

Shall not ship any to us” Make the duty so high that you will not get any customs

1'evfmue out of it; keep it out of the country. Or, if you want revenue, put enough

®xcise duty on it. That is the way they do on the other side.

By Mr. Gordon:

Q. Would you apply that policy to other commodities or just to tobacco?
A. I am talking of tobacco.

- I am looking as to what the efféct of that policy would be?
A, Well, T would not.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. You do not believe in such a policy for everything?
e A. No, I do not belive in that for everything, I am talking abm.lt tobaceo. If we
T produce any other product but tobacco, we can feed or export it, but tobacco we _
40 neither feed nor export.

By Mr. Broder:

3 Q. You cannot safely encourage the cultivation of tobacco to any extent even if
¢ had oy own market ? :
kn A. I have a memorandum here of the tobacco production in the townships that T
]30W' Take Colchester south and north in South Essex. They grew in 1906 about
200,000 pounds. Now I say that if we had our own market for our own tobaf:co
inashWould mean a consumption of 14,000,000 pounds of Burley and the production
) at township would be 2,000,000 pounds. That is not a very extravagant statement.
Wen take Anderdon and Maldon, I claim they would grow 1,000,000 pounds in the
eli0 tOWr}ships_ The land is not as well adapted for the growth of tobacco,.but _the
anglafekls exceptionally good, these townships being situated on the Detroit River

? e Erie, :
By Mr. Clarke:

1?- I think it is safe to say the County of Essex would produce double its present
Mption ?
i g Gosfield south and north now grow about one million and a llf:llf of pounds.
ay could grow 2,000,000. Mersea township grew 1,700,000 pounds in 1906. In
anq township 2,000,000 pounds could be grown without any difﬁcul_ty. Tilbury wegt
an dn?rth would produce 1,000,000 pounds, Rochester and Malc!stone 1,000,000,
of Wich south and west, 1,000,000 pounds. That would be a production of 10,000,000
10,9 Wrley Jeaf tobacco in the county of Essex. The county of Kent can 81'0‘7]:
th;.t -000 pounds. There is no mistake about that because I have bought all throug!
founty and they have exceptionally good land.

QOns

By Mr. Carrier:

g don’t know that, they raise a good bean crop there?
8roy, 2 They prefer to raise tobacco if they can sell it. Now, Pelee
»900,000 pounds.

By Mr. Zimmerman: |

W°Ui§'bb°n,t you think that if \they improve the quality of Canadian tobacco there
© 1o trouble in regard to the sale? I find in Hamilton—

Tsland alone will
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A. Will you please wait a minute until I get through with this statement.
Pelee Island will grow 2,000,000 pounds, and then I claim they can grow outside of the
counties of Essex and Kent, on the north shore of Lake Erie all the way down to
Niagara, over 5,000,000 pounds at least. That would be a total of 27,000,000
pounds by the estimate I have given. !

By Mr. Clements:

Q. What would our Quebec friends do?
A. They grow smoking tobacco and we grow Burley tobacco for chewing:
They cannot grow Burley tobacco successfully there.

By Mr. McCQoll:

Q. Would this 27,000,000 pounds be consumed?

A. No, it would not be consumed. The consumption now amounts to only
between 14 and 15 million pounds. ‘

Q. What would you do with the surplus? ‘

A. If we had the market in Canada for all that we use there would be a con®
sumption of 15,000,000 pounds of Canadmn tobacco instead of 4,000,000 poundﬂv
And the consumption would grow; it is like everything else. I see present Mr
Armstrong, who repregents one of the Lambtons. They grow corn in Lambton, don'°
they, Mr. Armstrong? Well they can grow tobacco there; there is no mistake aboﬂta
that. Now about the price. I paid Robert Wigle, who is a farmer and a cousin ©
mine, $1,975 for the product of less than 12 acres for Burley tobacco, at the rate of '
cents a pound. You can see from this how it would pay the farmer. (

By Mr. Clements:

Q. What would be the cost of producing that?

A. Tt cost about $45 an acre, but it would be $50 an acre now with the pricé
of labour as it is. Talk about impoverishing the land. I went to buy tobacco froﬂ‘“
Mr. Abram Bruner of Olinda a few years ago and I said to him ‘That is as nice "11
field of tobacco as I have seen in years. Have you grown much tobacco on this land
He said, ‘I have had fourteen crops on this same land, and out of that number onlf
one crop of potatoes and thirteen crops of tobacco; I think this is as good tobace?
as I have ever had.’

By an Honourable Member:

Q. Would you not consider that hard on the land? i

A. You have got to keep the land fertilized. Some gentlemen asked a while ag%
if the farmers up there have to prepare the land specially. They do have to prepﬂfa
the land specially. They put on barnyard manure. Now there is a special fertilize*
being used which was brought out by the agent of the American Tobacco Compan¥
He sells it to the farmers and waits until they sell their tobacco for his payment.

Q. Does this land produce good crops afterwards?

A. Yes, sir, the crop is all right. Now there is a question which Mr. Zlmmermf"ﬂ

wanted to ask me. .

By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q. I mads the statement that if the quality of Canadian tobacco was such that
the cigar and tobacco manufacturers of the country could use it—? L

A. You cannot go into Mr, MacDonald’s factory and pick out a better hand 0"‘
of his million pounds of American Burley than that (holding up a sample of Canadi i
Burley grown in Essex county). They all admit you can pick out a ‘hand’ here 8»“&
. there, but not in any quantity first-class. i

1
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A I venture to say that you can go to the Empire Tobacco Company’s institu-
on in Granby and you will see millions of pounds of Canadian grown tobacco there
at is better tobacco than Macdonald’s. You let an expert go into Macdonald’s
tobaceo warehouses and see his Burley tobacco that he imports from the United
tates, and let that same expert go to Granby and see the tobacco that the Empire
inofacco Company has, and I will stake my existence they Yvould give their decision
talk_aVOur of the Empire Tobacco Company’s tobacco—that is all chewing that I am
ing of, all Burley tobacco. .
- Would it not be to the advantage of the manufacturer to use Canadian tobacco
8 as good?’
A. Yes, T believe it would be to Mr. Macdonald’s advantage to-day to use it.
P You have to-day 32 cents a pound protection on an article that costs five
nt: t?o raise, and it appears to me you are the highest protected industry in Canada
~day
sty EA. Yes, I know but we are not high enough protected to keep that American
out and that is what we have to do.
- Does that argument apply to everything? X
P No, it will not, but we can grow enough for this country, and just abopt
telluygolt then we have a market for only 4,000,000 we can grow too much and I will
way.
Q. Tt is 600 or 700 per cent?
- I will tell you why, it is not protected enough, because a man who is disposed
v hufacture Canadian leaf cannot manufacture a pound of American leaf in that
Canedi:actory and have his rebates. That is the reason, and the manufacturers of
¢ 5 lan leaf manufacture about 4,000,000 pounds a year and the manufacturers
9 encan_ leaf manufacture between 9,000,000 and 10,000,000 pounds a year. If
man can fix it some way so that the man who manufactures American leaf can also
ufacture Canadian leaf and so give Macdonald a chance to try it, or fix it some
Urleto make him try it you will find he can manufacture tobacco out of Canadian
Y as well as he can out of American Burley.
at is the objection of Mr. Macdonald to using Canadian tobacco?

if it 3

to g

leaf . Mr. Macdonald pays 20 cents more excise than the manufacturer of Canadian
knm:;ng 10 cents customs duty. Under the new arrangement the 20 cents excise is
e

off, and 18 cents is put on the customs, so that he only pays 28 cents in
and 5 cents excise.

By Mr. Clarke:

Day S{‘ .SO .that it will be an additional advantage that the stem which before did not
C1se is now paying an extra 18 cents a pound, is not that so?

Mol Yes, they do not pay the excise on the stems but they pay excise on the
the g, “2d licorice and all that kind of stuff they put in, which is heavier than

“Ustomg

-ever‘giligez, and the regulations provide for them still paying duty on molasses and
g

; Well, I do not know about the molasses and tobacco separately.
10 cen't en you speak of the 28 cents customs duty instead of the former one of
What S hOV{ much will that be increased by the increase on account of the stem,
Proportion of stem is there?
Itdo not know.

= is one-third or one-fourth, I believe?
es

So that would make a difference on a pound of four or five cents ?
T}? du'es not pay excise on molasses.
at is provided for?

Q.
A.
Q.
A
Q.
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A. Did it come in free before? :

Q. There was a customs duty before and that is as it is now, that does not
interfere with it?

A. Now Mr. Macdonald pays 20 cents more excise on the manufactured Canadian
leaf, when he imports molasses doesn’t he pay duty on it now?

Mr. CArRrIER.—Not when it is from the British Isles.

By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q. The conditions are just the same now as they were before as far as that i8
concerned ?
A. This molasses will take up just as much weight as the stem.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. What proportion of the plug does the molasses and other ingredients repre-
sent ?
A. T really cannot tell you that.
Q. Is there any standard?
A. No, I suppose it is according to the formula of the manufacturer, somﬁ

would be more and some less.

By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q. I think that in chewmg tobaceo it runs about 40 per cent?
A. They have been paying 20 cents excise on that 40 per cent that they won’t

be paying now.
Q. Yes, but they are paying a percentage, as I understand it, of excise on the

ingredients that go into the plug. - : |
By Mr. Clarke: |

Q. Yes, and that is continued under the new regulations?
A. I have never seen that.

By Mr. Armstrong: . |

Q. Can you suggest any remedy for the present situation? 1

A. To my mind there is only one remedy, and that is—the Americans pu*
duty enough on to keep our tobacco out—and I say we ought to put duty enough 0%
to keep theirs out. ‘

Q. How much protection ought there to be? )

A. Well, the Americans put 35 cents on us. J(

Q. Leave the American duty out?

A. I would consider 35 cents, and if that would not keep it out I would put Oﬁ

forty—put on enough to keep it out anyway.

By Mr. Avery:

Q. You said a few minutes ago that Mr. Macdonald won’t manufacture Canadxﬂ”

tobacco ?
A. He doesn’t, and I understand he says he won’t.
Q. But he can, under the new law? 3
A. No. B

By M:: Clarke : ’

Q. But he can under the proposed regulations?
A. No, he cannot do it, I don’t think he can.
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; Q. With the uniform stamp, the same license for everybody; before he could not
do it, but under the new conditions proposed he can?

By Mr. Zimmerman :

Q. In all fairness, when you deliberately try to wipe out a man’s business, he
h_as Wworked up a business on certain tobaccos during the last fifty years, he has estab-
lished 4 trade in tobacco, he has made one brand for fifty years, would you deliberately
fome here and advocate the prohibition of that man importing that tobacco upon
Which he has built up this trade, in the interest of the farmer? ;

A. T tell you what I would say to Mr. Macdonald.

Q. I am not speaking about Mr. Macdonald particularly, there are others?

A. Well, T would say this to the manufacturer of the American leaf, ‘keep on
mﬂnufacturing but buy your leaf tobacco in our own country.’
- That is no reply to my question. There are men who have established a large
1iess on certain classes of tobacco, their customers want it and are willing to pay
OT it, and yet you would deliberately wipe out that man’s business?
I A. No, I would not want to wipe out his business. But I will tell you what
r Would say: ‘I believe we can grow as good Burley tobacco in this country as in the
Ountry that you buy from, and I want you to try some of it.’
Q. Your opinion is only one opinion?
A. That is right.
"Q. But the manufacturer’s opinion is different?
A. That is right.

bugiy,

By Mr. Armstrong :

Q. M. Macdonald, as Mr. Wigle has said, has never tried the Canadian Burley.
It unreasonable to ask him to try it?
A. T would ask him to try it.

Is

Mr. Kxowrms.—I want to raise a point of order, Mr. Chairman. I think the witness
0 much disposed to argument and too contentious. I want to say this, I think it is a
5 ngtEI’Ous precedent to have a gentleman come }}ere and advocate some con.tent%ous
ol Such as protection. I can see if we are going to do that we are entering }nto
s .riz) large problem. ’ljhose who are-fe'wouring 'freer trade have just as much rlght
it i ug beople here to give adverse opinions.. With all respect to the witness, T thml%
Darlig, angerous precedfent, and I do not think, in t}_ns coryl‘nectxon, that membelis o
pleng ‘ent want education along the line of protection. The Lord knows we have
Y of protection in this country at present; that is my personal view. I think the

Wit : : : . .
ma?tiz should give evidence as to facts and not enter into contentious controversial

My,
HaInilton

13 tg
an,

SPROULE.—The witness was asked a direct question by the member for
» ¢ What ip your opinion would be the remedy?’

Mr, KNowLes.—Then my quarrel may be with Mr. Zimmerman.

rig My SPROULE.—And the witness tells us what he honestly conceives to be the

from, :‘ﬁmedy, . That is what he was brought here to tell the committee. E‘Ze i?n}ll::

0 ang locality in which the tobacco is grown. Surely he is quite within his rig
€ questions which are put to him.

eVidifZ' ARMSTRONG.— M. Wigle was asked to come here and give ev1dex.109. X:, V:z!;:
anq y € Irom practical men like him who have been in the tobe.lcco bus.me?s uesy;ion
su 0 understand the needs of the industry. I asked Mr. Wigle a simple d ed ,
28‘gest a remedy for the difficulties which now exist. He is suggesting a remedy.
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:.[a there anything wrong in suggesting a remedy even if it is along the line of
‘increased protection, is there anything unreasonable or unfair about it?

Mr. CraREE.—Do not let us take up time arguing. I want to ask a few questions
-of interest to the farmers.

Mr. GorboN.—I feel very deeply interested in the debate, but I am not satisfied

with the information that has been given. What we want is the increased consump-
tion of Canadian tobacco, and I understand what Mr. Wigle proposes to do is to
compel the consumer to buy Canadian tobacco, or to compel the manufacturer to do
g0, even if the consumer does not. Surely a step in the right direction would be to
encourage the farmers to raise the kind of tobacco that will bring them the greater

profit.
By Mr. Clarke :

Q. How long has tobacco been grown in Essex and in Kent %

A. Do you mean all kinds of tobacco ?

Q. Yes ? I wish you would trace briefly the history of that growth ?

A. T believe it was grown more than 100 years ago.

Q. I understand it was grown 200 years ago by the Indians, who were called the
Tobacco Nation ?

A. Yes.

Q. You have lived all your life in Essex, will you state what the growth of tobacco
has been from the beginning ?

A. We used to consider it a good crop if they raised 100,000 pounds in the whole
peninsula, :

Q. Up to what time would that extend?

A. Up to about 1894.

Q. Before that year was any attempt made to grow tobacco in anything like the
proportions that are grown at the present time ?

A. No. It was this Burley tobacco that brought the growing of tobacco into
that country.

Q. About 1894 ?
A. Yes, in the first year this was grown about 80,000 pounds were raised.

Q. I have a statement here which I would like to place on the record. It i8
taken from the Leamington ¢ Post.” It shows that in 1895 the total production was
60,000 pounds ?

A. T said 80,000 pounds, so that I was pretty close to it. I know I bought four
carloads that year and there are 20,000 pounds in a carload.

Q. I will give the statement as I find it here (reads) :—

Year. Pounds.
o e e e e N R~ S S R S e o S 60,000
Tt O A T ST et MRS i Pey SRt o S o R L T iy 80,000
BOT 5 e B e Sl g R e T e R i S R R R 600,000
898 o e it G e S S ek B et B D OE0D0)
S 1o R N R s T S N S N o o e 10,1810,
i1 I s N e i s L (O o e e B s S e s B B 801
B i s ISy ot o S s B S S AR el -SRI O
M%7 ) e s AR T B e e e ke il O e e e L 0 000D
OSSR e B s Ly LA b A AR DS D00
R i e e e et e L ST s e L BE D GO D)
T R e e e R o e e S BT )
ST R D i e i T R N Sy e e 10Ty 0T )

A. Are these figures correct?
Q. What year were the 4,000,000 grown ?
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A. In 1898, 4,750,000 pounds. In 1898 it was estimated that there were 8,000,000
Pounds in Essex and Kent and I will tell you what started the growing of it then.
Q. One moment. You think the figures for 1898 are not correct?
A. T think not.
Q. What about the other years approximately?
A. A little more than that was grown each year. In 1897 the tobacco manu-
fa(}tlll'ers paid about 12 cents a pound. All the farmers from St. Thomas west to
Indsor were discussing the growing of tobacco. As I had been in the tobacco business
€re since 1864 they had me to address farmers’ institute meetings on tobacco cul-
ture. T have picked up a circular which I had at that time entitled ‘Instructions
for Growing Tobacco in Canada.’ This circular was distributed among the farmers.
one meeting the question was asked ¢ Was it not good to keep the land clear of
Weeds and all that # I took one of the clauses contained in these circulars distri-
Uted among the farmers—that is away back in 1897—which reads as follows:

: ‘Keep the weeds out. Keep the suckers pulled off, top low, 14 leaves. Keep the
obacco worms well cleaned off, they always eat the best part of the leaf and will
estroy the crop. You can’t be too particular about that part of it.’

Q. They put in turkeys now to eat the worms?
§ A. They put in turkeys now instead of boys; they are cheaper. I gave the
wﬂl_'mers an address at nearly every institute from Iona near St. Thomas, west to
m('lsor and Ambherstburg, on tobacco culture and I told them at nearly every
Meeting ‘Tobacco is 12 cents a pound but there is only a demand for 3,000,000
f:;mds —that is about what I estimated at that time—f Don’t grow very mucl} but
e 8¢ the best tobacco you can and you will get a fair price for it; but if there is an
€r-production prices will surely go down.’ That year prices went down because
€ farmers grew too much.
Q. T see the average for that year is 53 cents?
+ The price was about 10 cents and it went down——
Q. To nearly one-half?
Was A Nearly one-half, yes, because there was too much tobacco grown; more than
Needed to meet the demand.
t0baec;)gI am afraid you are responsible for thg drop, you told them to grow

WhatA' They would have grown twice as much if I had not told them not to. I knew
the demand was and told them at every meeting.
tion Q In. all these years from 1895 to 1906 there has been a. considerable fluctua-
N prices?
Yes. »
01‘% Running from 63 and 53% Some years it was 11 cents, running on to about
cents ?
A. Something like that.
+ According to the production?
- Yes,

Q. Th? present year, I believe they cannot sell tobacco at all?
. 0'.

%n’sQ' Do you know what the intention of your company is about buying last sea-
€rop of tobacco? ;

A. The manager of the leaf department of the Empire Tobacco Company is

not o o2 in North Carolina, but his brother has been telling the f‘m?er:h. We are

It tg:)lng to buy any tobacco until after the new crop has been P‘it ln aigsy;-ar. i

bug ; fre Was not too much put in, he said, they were going to buy las y; bis P ;

at g)) the farmers planted a lot of tobacco the company were not going y any
* This was meant to restrain them from growing tobacco.

110w
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Q. The result would be that the farmer would lose his crop if he did?
A. That is it.

By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q. That same condition is existing in Connecticut to-day. I see the American
Tobaceo Trust have agreed to purchase the tobacco crop of last year and the year before
that is on hand, provided the farmers will not grow any this year?

A. They are paying a pretty fair price on the average, 15 cents a pound.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. Our Burley is, I think, as good as the Burley they are bringing in, judging

from what everybody says?

A. I am sure it is, from what I know, I am sure of it.

Q. I am sure of that too?

A. Yes.

Q. What prices are paid over in the United States to the farmers for that class
of Burley which we produce in Essex and Kent?

A. The year I was there, two years ago last October, Mr. Parish told me that he
sold the same for 11 cents a pound.

Q. I am told that is about the run of prices over there?

A. Yes.

Q. And while they were paying 11 cents a pound over there the price in Essex—

A. That would be in 1905 ?

Q. Yes, that was in 1905, and according to this paper the price in Essex at that
time was 8% cents?

A. That may have been the average, we paid from 11 cents down to 6; it would
average probably 8%.

Q. That is not the fact, if you read this you will see that he puts the high price
at 9 and 8% cents for the average.

A. What year is that?

Q. 19057

A. That would be for the growth of 1904, you see, what is it next year?

Q. You would run an average of about 8% cents as against 11 cents which the

farmer got in the United States?

A. Yes, I might say that the farmers in the United States used to take their
tobacco to the warehouse, to the packing house, as we call them here, and there they
would assort it out, and if the farmer took 10,000 pounds they would sort it into
two or three grades, put it on the floor, one pile here, another here, and another there,
and have the first, second and third grade. Then they would put it up to auction
and ask how much for this pile, and how much for that pile, and how much for the
other pile, and it was sold to the highest bidder and then they packed it up and shipped
it to its destination, that is the way it used to be done. But in Kentucky to-day they
have the head buyer, the same as we have in Essex, and he has his buyers all over
the county, the same as we have in Hssex, buying direct from the farmers. I know

that, because I was introduced to Mr. Zeigler, who was the representative for that

county.

Q. You made a statement that we imported 10,000,000 lbs. of Burley?

A. Yes.

Q. Are you.certain that is correct?

A. Well, T understand it was 15,000,000 all kinds.

Q. I got the figures from Mr. Gerald of the Inland Revenue Department, and
they are very, very far from that, and I would like to have it verified.

A. The statement I got is, I think, in the Hansard, in a statement by the Hon:
Mr. Templeman in reply to a question by Mr. Clements, that 9,000,000 pounds od:
went into the factory.
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Q. Was that Burley? Did he say it was Burley?

A. For chewing tobacco. :

Q. T think you are mistaken. What the return shows is that we imported about
14’000,000 pounds of tobacco and a little less than 10,000,000 went into the other
actories, that is smoking as well as chewing. - The whole importation into O nada is
4,000,000 pounds? ,
T A, Tt was 15,165,000 in 1906, and I wunderstood from the answer that Mr.
empleman gave over 9,000,000 Ibs. were Burley.

By Mr. Clments :
Q. That is the question, what went into the plug and chewing tobacco?

. By Mr. Clarke :

Q. Yes, T looked into that, and from Mr. Gerald I got the information that
10’000,000 pounds in round figures went into plug tobacco and 4,000,000 for cigars.
S Dear as he could estimate 3,000,000 pounds of that which went into the tobacco
Actories was for chewing. If that is right there was about 3,000,000 pounds of Burley
€af imported?
. A T only took the returns, that there were 10,000,000 pounds. I think that all the
klnds of tobacco that go into the manufacture of chewing are the kinds that we can
OW, they are the same kinds that we are growing.
- You have been representing the Empire Tobacco Company as a buyer for a
Mumbey of years ? ;
« Yes.
&% Q. They take a great portion of the output of Essex and Kent and manufacture
at Granby ¢ » -
A, Yes,
Q. How many other concerns buy tobacco in Western Ontario?
fact A The Erie Tobacco Company, Windsor, buy all their tobacco there, they manu-
ure Canadian leaf. There is the Dominion Tobacco Company of Montreal, the
ock City Tobacco Company. -
Q. The Rock City Company buy all Mr. Walker’s output ?
+ I do not know that, T know he sells to some person in Quebec.
Q. That is the Rock City Company.
- They buy outside in Essex as well.
Then there is the McAlpine Company ?
dry g, Yes, the McAlpine Company have an establishment in Leamington where they
€ tobacco and prepare it before shipping it to Toronto.
« There are five or six concerns buying ?
as.
Q. Take the last few years, have they all been paying the same prictfs ? The
5 SIS are protesting that they all pay the same prices. I have had complaints from
"not amers that there is a combination among all the buyers, so that the farmer does
8t any benefit from the protection, it all goes to the manufacturers. ;
the po., 2™ quite sure there is no combination as between the Empire Coml_)an%a;-
Danyeﬁt of them. The smaller concerns have always waited until the 313111}?11'% oire
B a8 established the price and then they would start in and buy and the mp
Pany has kept on buying until they have cleaned up the crop.
As T understand it the Empire has fixed the price ?
: Xhzy have.
* And they pay the farmer whatever they choose ?
Comg I win say this for the Empire Company that they have always told 1(;1en :vhentI
eu g, *800d lot of tobacco to pay the farmer the very highest price, and never to
€M down on the price. i
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Q. How was thig arrived at ? Is it done by dividing up the 84 cents protection
they have ? . '

A. No.

Q. Or do they figure out how much it costs the farmer to grow it ¢

A. I will tell you what I think; they have been requiring from 8,000,000 to 4,000,
000 pounds, their trade has increased and they have been paying good prices in order
to induce the farmers to grow it and the farmers have kept on growing it.

Q. What do you mean by that—in the United States they are paying 11 cents
for tobacco and yet they only pay an average of seven cents to the farmers here.

A. That is all they have to pay to induce the farmer to grow 4,000,000 pounds.
If they had a market for 15,000,000 pounds they would have to pay them 10 cents.

By Mr. Zimmerman :

Q. This protection is not given to the farmer?
A. No, it is not.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. Your idea is that the only way the farmer can get the benefit of protectioB

is to prohibit the importation of it altogether.

A. They prohibit ours, and we can put a 35 cents duty on and that will be pretty
nearly prohibition.

Q. I think those figures which Mr. Carrier brought out with regard to ¢ Pay Roll,
that is the Empire Manufacturing Company’s price to the jobber less discount, after
they have paid an excise of 5 cents, leaves them a profit of nearly 45 cents a pound
on Canadian tobacco to the manufacturer. You take the ¢ Prince of Wales’ that i8
the favorite brand of Macdonald with everybody, and his price to the jobber is 63
cents, after paying duty and excise of 39 cents, that only leaves him 24 cents a pound
profit as against nearly 45 cents a pound that the manufacturer gets on Canadiad
tobacco. Now explain about all that profit?

A. What is the cheapest tobacco of the Empire Tobacco Company? You aré
quoting their highest price and Macdonald’s lowest price. Mr. Macdonald’s price i8
higher than 67 or 68 cents.

Q. Sixty-three cents?

A. It is not fair to take the highest price of the Empire Tobacco Company and
compare that with the lowest price of Macdonald’s. Everybody knows that Mac"
donald does not sell his best tobacco for 63 cents a pound.

Mr. CLARKE.—I am not doing that.

By Mr. Carrier:

Q. That is his lowest price?

A. That is his lowest price and you are comparing it with the highest price of
the Empire Tobacco Company. You should compare their lowest price with the lowes?
price of Macdonald’s.

Q. The lowest price of the Empire Tobacco Company is 46 cents. Now don"t
you think, Mr. Wigle, that the outrageous price which these people are placing on thei*
tobacco is an impediment to the circulation of the tobacco amongst consumers?

A. Let me give you my experience about that.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. You had better explain that, because the farmers cannot understand wh¥
t.hege men are getting these big profits?

A. I don’t know what i't costs to manufacture tobacco, but a lot of farmers 12
the county of Essex figured it out just exactly as you do; that the cost of producin®




OCANADIAN TOBACCO PRODUOTS 41

APPENDIX No. 2

Was 5 cents.a pound and they got-40. cents on the sale of it, and they said, ¢ Why, we
an pay the farmers 10 cents a pound.” They got up the Erie Tobacco Company
Composed altogether of farmers and they were bound to pay the stock holders 10
®ents a pound for their tobacco. Well, the Empire Company raised the price to 12
cents, and they had to pay the same, but every tme the Eimpire paid less than 10
fents the farmers’ association followed their example. T want to tell you this, that
€ farmer who figured the matter out in the same way as you did got out of the
Usiness just as quickly as he could. Not many of the original farmers who formed
8t company has any stock in it to-day, they could not make any money out of it.
Q. Was that in the Erie Company?
A. Yes,’in the Erie Company.

By Mr. Carrier:

bi Q. My opinion is that the American Tobacco Company came to Canada with a
'® stick; they control all the other manufacturers in the same line and all the
8TOwerg ? :
A. In what way are they doing that?
Q. You yourself said a moment ago that they are dependent upon the Granby
gompany in making their prices. The other manufacturers have got to follow the
Tanhy Company’s. prices or else die ?
A. T don’t know that. 5
. Q. T think the price they are putting on their lowest class of plug tobacco is
Hflply outrageous. In my opinion 80 cents would be a reasonable figure and at t}.lat
E}Il'lce the consumption would be doubled in this country. I do not think myself, with
.® eXeeption perhaps of the Burley which is grown in your country, that the Cana-
i;an 8rown tobacco is up to what it ought to be. And even if your Burley is equal
ize :‘,“allty to the Connecticut Burley why are the farmers ir} Esseg and Kent only
o g 8% cents a pound for it while the Connecticut man is getting 11 cents per
und for tohacco which is exported ?
ecause the Americans put 35 cents per pound duty on it and won’t let us
tobaceo over.
e E'xcuse me, give somebody else a chance to say something. W.hy don’t you
copol‘t.thm tobaceo, if it is as good as you say it is, to France or Belgium ¢? Those
Untries haye representatives in the States buying tobacco, why don’t they ‘come here
uy Burley tobacco or why don’t you send it over there ?
Jadus Will you let me now talk for a minute. I had a cm}s«‘in, he is dead now, l\lgr
mo;tlthan Wigle, who lost his farm trying to sell tobacco in the old country. : }t:
By mgaged his farm for $2,000 and went over to the old country to try and este;b 18
're;tl‘ket. er our Burley tobacco. He met all the manufacturers that he cou c; 1111
“hin Britain and other places and thought he ‘was going to revolutionize the vzho e
the Ii ey were getting Burley from the Unlteq States. When l.ae spoke to Te}:rln
tobag anufacturers there said : ¢ We have bgep buying .from the United State.s. 2 :
will €0 comes to us on the very same conditions that it would from Canada and w
¢ontinue to get it from there.

By Mr. Clarke :
Statg' " Why do they not buy our Burley seeing that it is equal to that of the United

take oyy

A Tt 5 5 : ) He buys his from the
Uns 18 just the same as with Mr. Macdonald’s tobacco. "3
ul;;ted States and won’t trade with anybody else. If we don’t make the manufac
i her}? do it they won’t do it. Ry
ere is the Macdonald plug (holding up a plug of tobacco. y
lease let me finish. There is the tobacco journal published in England

Whiol
ich Contains the names of all the manufacturers in that country. Mr. Cox of
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Leamington wanted to furnish samples to those manufacturers and wrote to those
whose names were in the Zobacco Journal. He got ready as nice a sample of tobacco

-as ever was grown and he fixed it up ready to send over there. He showed it to me °

and he said : ¢ You know something about tobacco, I want to show you if that is not
nice” T looked at it and said, ¢ That is as nice a tobacco as there is on the earth,
you could not grow better anywhere, it ought to be good enough for any country.’
He said, ‘I think it is good enough for any country on the earth.” Then I said, ¢ If it
fis good enough for any 'country it ought to be good enough for Canada.’ Let us fur-
mish tobacco for Canada first and afterwards supply Great Britain and Ireland if we

grow more than we need.

Q. T was going to show the difference between the two brands of tobacco. Now
there is ‘ Prince of Wales’ (holding up sample), that is a favorite brand of Mac-
. donald’s. There is ¢ Black Watch,” do you know whose tobacco that is ¢ That ig &
high grade of the Empire. Now there is the difference. Can you understand why
people prefer to pay 10 cents for this smaller plug in preference to the larger ?

A. Because they have got accustomd to it. It is like the man on the Pelee Island
I told you about. Mr. Mackenzie, of Leamington, told me that he was up in the
Owen Sound district some time ago and could not get a pound of Canadian chewing
tobacco. He 'could not chew the Maedonald tobaceco because it was not the kind he
was used to.

Mr. CLARKE—An argument against us was attempted to be made on the election
platform. Our opponents said ‘There is the Fielding plug’ and holding up the
other tobacco they said ¢ There is the old Foster plug.’ 1

Mr. CLeMENTS.—To offset what Mr. Zimmerman said
The CrarMAN.—Let Mr. Clarke finish what he was saying.

Mr. CLarRkE—T met a fellow chewing some of this Macdonald ¢ Prince of Wales’

and I said to him ¢ You can buy nearly double that quantity of tobacco for the same
price.” He said, ‘I don’t care what it costs, I am going to chew ¢ Prince of Wales’.”

The WirNess.—I heard one man say that when he chews the Macdonald tobacco
his system gets so saturated with the liquids in it that he does not want to chew any
other for a while.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. I want to work out how the farmers can get a better price. You say that under
the duty we have they do not derive any benefit from it, it all goes to the manufac-
turer. Suppose we adopt your view and shut out the American tobacco altogether)

how would you protect the farmers so that they would get a share of that any more

than they do now? v
A. The farmer now knows that there is a demand for 4,000,000 pounds and the

manufacturer of that quantity keeps telling him, ‘ Don’t grow too much, we cannob

buy it or pay so much for it” But if the American tobacco was kept out and the '

farmer knew that he had a market for 14,000,000 pounds instead of 4,000,000 and
the manufacturer knew he had to buy 14,000,000 pounds the farmers would pretty
nearly have the matter in their own hands. They would say ¢ You must pay us 10
cents a pound or we will not grow it for you. We have our own country for our ow?
tobacco and we wwill not grow it unless you pay us a fair price” The manufacturers
would then know that they would have to pay the farmers a fair price in order to get
them to grow tobacco.

By Mr. Zimmerman :

‘Q. Your argument is that the farmer is in the hands of the manufacturer to-day, .‘

A. No, he can only sell so much.

'
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By My, Clarke:

Q. If you shut out the American tobacco the consumer would be at the manu-
fﬂCturerS’ mercy and the farmer also?
A. How is that?
Q. To-day the farmer is at the mercy of the manufacturer?
A. Yes, if he grows more than 4,000,000 1bs. a year.
Q. If you shut American tobaceco out and prevent it from coming in at all then
the consumer would also be at the mercy of the manufacturer, because he would have
© chew the Canadian ‘tobacco or none at all?
A. He would, yes. He would have to chew all that we woula grow and if he

Vanted any finer quality he would have to pay the duty on it.
; Q. How can you regulate the price which the manufacturer would pay the farmer
1 that case or which the manufacturer would charge the consumer ?
A. Competition would do that. The different manufacturers would all want a
€ of the 14,000,000 pounds of Burley. We claim that we can grow all the Burley
18 required.
Q. T claim so to, and a great deal more?
A Well, then, why should we keep our market for it,especially when they won’t
US ship a pound to the United States. If they would let us ship our surplus there
Would be a different matter.
s Q. T would like to see my way to doing something which would be certain to

Refit the farmers?
Bets A. If the farmer had a market for 14,000,000 pounds of tobacco it would be

°r than a market restricted to 4.,000,000.
dut Q More people would grow it, but what guarantee would the farmer have? The
¥ 18 34 cents now? - !

- 28 cents.
No, 84, 20 on the excise and 14 on the other ?
It is 20 cents more on the excise and 10 cents duty.
And 14 on the stemmed.
We were talking about the customs.

hey do not put stems into the tobacco, it is 14 on what goes into the toba'cco ¢

hey put the liquids in order to make up for the stem, which comes back to
Same thing,

: I;Ut they get a difference in the excise of 20 cents ?

+ Yes,

Shay
that

let
it

PorOPOP

the

* On the manufalctured article ?
* aquid and everything, molasses, &c.
ang %1 Yes, so that it is really a great deal more than 20 cents a pound on the tobacco,
cents, that is 34 cents.
0, you are figuring on the stems, we take the stems out. A pound of stemmed
hey tell me, will make nearly two pounds of the manufactured article.
8, 80 you are really getting 40 cents a pound on the toba'cco ?
€y are not. :
A- 1‘3‘; the present time the farmer gets no benefit at all from protection?
+ No,
farm% SuppoS.ing you make it 85 cents as you propose, what guarantee has the
T that he will get anything more than he does now ?% :
Dound's >ecause it will keep the American out and he will have a market of 14,000,000
mstead of 4,000,000 pounds.

Not 14,000,000, if Mr. Gerald is right, but 8,000,000 more. :
fen mlf must be more than three millions more, because I cl‘aim we can grz;v thl_r-
Dl‘obabll lons of the fifteen millions. Of the quantity that is brought in, there 18

¥ 2,000,000 pounds of Cuban which we cannot grow, but I do not care what it

tobac C‘O, t
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is, we can grow the majority of that 15,000,000 pounds—the 2,000,000 pounds, probably,
of that fine quality we cannot grow I know.

Q. I believe that about 4,000,000 pounds comes from Wisconsin and we ought to
be able to grow that with proper assistance %

A. Yes.

Q. But I do not convince myself with regard to your idea that if the American
tobacco is shut out altogether the farmers would have the manufacturers in their
hands—I do not see how that would be the ‘case any more than they have them in
their hands at the present time ?

A. They would have stronger competition, they would have the man who is buy~
ing in the United States now buying in competition with the other men, and they
would have the benefit of the millions of dollars which are paid to the American farmer
to-day.

Q. What is your own opinion of the proposal to abolish the different kinds of
stamps so that all kinds of tobacco can be made in one factory? :

A. T do not know very much about the stamp. I have understood that the manu-
facturers of cigars were not as much interested in the stamps ag the manufacturers
of chewing tobacco.

Q. You were saying just now that the difficulty now with the manufacturer
is that he icannot bring in Canadian tobacco and use it. Would it be of advantageé
to the Canadian trade if he were allowed to do that ?

A. Certainly.

Q. So that if there is a uniform stamp that could be used anywhere it would bene*

fit the Canadian trade?
A. T think it would, but it would be a great deal better if we had our own countrsy

for our own tobacco and if we had the uniform excise the same as they have in the
United States, they have no stamp at all there.

Q. Your idea is that there may be a uniform excise on tobacco?

A. Yes.

Q. That is what is proposed at the present time, and you approve of that?

A. Yes. a :

Q. The Ontario government announces that they are going to start an exper’
mental farm on tobacco in the county of Essex, do you know if anything has bee?
done in that matter?

A. I think they have given seed to Mr. Peterson to be grown, but I haven’t herau"i
how far it has gone.

Q. I understood they were going to establish an experimental farm?

A. No, I do not know that they have gone that far.

Q. Can anything be done to improve the quality of the Canadian tobacco? :

A. I will tell you what has brought this Burley tobacco to the high quality it
has attained. The manager of the Empire Tobacco Company sends out a circul#®
every year, and he has been sending them for years, instructing the farmers how %
grow it. He tells them the best methods, and impresses upon them that the bet’fef
tobacco they grow the more they will get for it. More than that, he had a spect
fertilizer made for tobacco and brings that down by the carload.

By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q. They have made very great improvements in the type of tobacco grown durinf
the last ten years?

A. Certainly, the improvement is 100 per cent.

Q. And although the quality of the tobacco has improved years ago they We:;
getting bigger figures for the poor tobacco than they are to-day for the impro"
quality. The more they improve it the less price they get apparently?

A. That is right, because the Yankee stuff comes into competition with them-
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By Mr. Caldwell :

Q. Isn’t there something in the curing of the tobacco?
. No, it is cured as well as anybody can cure it.

By Mr. Sproule:

Q. T would like to ask Mr. Wigle if he does not think there is a good deal in the
Xlay the tobacco is manufactured with regard to the quantity that is sold? It suits
© taste better. Is it not a fact that in some factories they use a good deal of
8ycerine and licorice, and in other factories they use molasses?
- Every factory has a different formula, there is no doubt abous that.
Q. Tt suits the taste of one man better than another?
Every manufacturer has his own formula.

By Mr, Clements:

Ca Q-' Does not Mr. Wigle think it is a question of prejudice in .regard to !:he
witliadlan tobacco, and I am sure my Quebec friends will bear me out in my opinion
tob regard to the Canadian tobacco which is this, I had never smoked Canadian

aceo, and everybody knows I smoke about as much as anybody, but I was on my
or a couple of weeks and ran out of the other tobacco and I commenced to
the Canadian. I had never smoked it before, and now I do not want to smoke
ng else, and I say it is the 'best tobacco anybody can smoke.

By Mr. Caldwell:

of h’Q- If T understand aright Mr. Macdonald’s great success has been in the ﬂavm.lr
'S tobacco, A smoker gets attached to a certain flavour and no other flavour will
Geoliitwants' The question to me is, I have often wondered, is that flavour on
of of the use of a dope or drug? I have often thought that there is a p0531b111t.y
attragt-ﬂavour being obtained by the use of opium or some ther drug which makes it
N0 of Ve, so that a smoker becomes attached to a certain kind of tobacco and wants
e brer. The experience I have had with Canadian tobacco is, and I have tried all
that Iands that T have heard of, that one smoke of Canadian tobacco is about all
tobace can stand. I do not know whether it is the flavour, or the rankness of. t}.le
. O or what it is, but there is something that is not right. I have grown it in
"I grounds but I can’t stand it?
Woulq L stated, T guess it was before you came in, that I believe if Mr. Macdonald
ing tobmaDUfacture_that tobacco with his formula he would make just as good chew-
cco out of it as if he used the American.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. Then why doesn’t he do it?
establfsh ccause he said years ago he would never do it, and as long as a man, having
i lere ed‘ a brand can go on selhqg it without having to bother about trying a
1t kind of tobacco he will continue to do so.

thig 311 N?W that develops another point, because we have got fo l?ok at every sxdetof
33 the etion. The consumer of Macdonald tobacco has as much right in th1,s "1%““ l'sf’
You g COnsumer of this tobacco. You say ¢ Shut out the American tobacco: O;V 1
© that what is the consumer going to do who wants to chew the smaller p ug?
tobg g, He can g0 the same as the Americans do. They have got to chew their own
C0 over there,
L am afraid you are not in active politics at the present time? ; i
b ou did not hear me state an experience a moment ago and you c({:otu ¥ e
..card Mr, Qlements give his experience. The ex-Reeve of Pel:ee }slan 2 111139
monthg ago that he had never chewed any but Macdonald’s tobacco in his

Smoke
anythj
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life until they had run out of that tobacco on the island. For three weeks he was
compelled to chew a plug manufactured out of Canadian tobacco, and he said it had
cured him of his love for the Macdonald tobacco. He got so that when he again obtain- j
ed a plug of Macdonald tobacco he took a bite of it and then threw it away; he could |
not chew it like he could the Canadian plug. ,

By Mr. Caldwell:

Q. Can you say whether this tobacco is drugged?
A. I don’t know about that, but I can say that no two manufacturers have the
same formula for making chewing tobacco. I know that.

Having read over the preceding transcript of my evidence, I find it correct.

LEWIS WIGLE.
Tobacco Grower, Leamington, Ont.

Mr. Jerry O’Briex, Chatham, Ont., called and examined.

By Mr. Clements :

Q. To my knovw]edge you are an extensive manufacturer of cigars and you haV9
also had some experience in buying Canadian leaf grown in Essex and Kent. I would
like you to give as briefly as possible your ideas as to what you think would be to thO
benefit of the Canadian grower as well as the manufacturers ? 5

Mr. ZimMERMAN.—That is the point. A
Mr, CremeNts.—They have got to be considered. t
Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo).—Mr. O’Brien ought to tell us where he is manufac’ 5l
turing.

The WirNess.—I have been growing fobacco and manufacturmg cigars 111*
Chatham. ;

By Mr. Clarke :

. Chatham, Ontario ?
. Yes, for a number of years.

By Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo) :

. Manufacturing what?
. Foreign leaf tobacco.
. Into what, Mr. O’Brien ?
Into cigars. From my experience in growing cigar tobacco up there I thlnh(
we can grow tobacco that would take the place of Wisconsin or Connecticut tobac""
for cigars.

Q. That ig for fillers ?

A. Binders and fillers.

By Mr. Clarke :

Q. That is what they use it for ¢
A. Yes. At the present time it is suitable for medium goods and I think M
the proposed duty is good.

o

Y
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By Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo) :

Q. Medium in strength you mean ?
A. No, medium in price, that is outside of the high class goods.

By Mr. Clarke :

Q. You mean medium quality T suppose ? :

A. Yes. The proposed changes in the duties would be, I think, of great benefit to
flhe‘ farmer and to the manufacturer also. If the duty is raised as proposed and the
tilfomn stamp adopted, every manufacturer will have a chance to try Canadian

4¢co on its merits. At the present time when any Canadian tobacco is taken into
1e factory rebates on cuttings would cease. There is such a prejudice against Cana-
a0 tobaceo that most of the people would not try it.

By Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo) :

Q. Where do you get your tobacco for fillers from, Mr. O’Brien ?
i b'A. I buy some of it in Wisconsin, some in Cubla, some in Connecticut, and quite
1t of it in Ohio.

By Mr. Clarke :

Q. Is your factory a foreign or combination ?
. Mine is a foreign.
- Q. §0u have never tried Canadian tobacco in your factory ?
o.
St thQ. There is. not'h.ing to prevent any max.luf.acturer from using. Qanadian tobacco
- € Present time, if he chooses to bring it in and pay the additional expense he
% use Canadian tobacco ?
« He will lose the rebate as soon as he brings Canadian tobacco into his factory.
Q. He pays the additional excise of 25 cents ?
He pays just $6 a thousand,
hat is on cigars ?
A. Yes, that ig what he pays and he can use the Canadian tobacco.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo) :

Q. Your point is, Mr. O’Brien, that if the duties are re-arranged, you as a manu-

fa
st Curer would then use Essex grown tobacco for your binders, do you make that -
Atement g

A. Yes, :

in EQ' Now, as a manufacturer, would you say they can grow good tobacco for fillers
SSeX county ?

manuf Yes, T think if that duty is arranged in the manmner proposed that all the

acturers in Canada when they see a piece of cigar tobacco which is suitable

wi %
! buy it and use it.

By M1 Clarke :

AQ' Use it on its merits?

% o '1 There are quite a number of manufacturers and if we all used b tons a year

f"Oml:];i make the Burley crop so short that the farmer could get the price he wanted
e

manufacturer to grow it.

By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q.1 th_OUgh‘t Burley tobacco was only fit for manufacturing chewing t:(;baccf:o:h
Bllrles; So it is, but if they grow cigar tobacco it will make such a scarcity of the
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Q. I understand that in different States of the Union they grow different qualities
of tobacco. For instance in Wisconsin they can grow a wrapper, and in Connecticut
they can grow a filler and not a wrapper, and so on in different States. Now how is
that?

A. It is a little bit reversed. In Wisconsin they grow a binder and in Conneec-
ticut they grow a binder with very few wrappers.

By Mr. Clarke:

The filler is of Havana, is it not, principally?

The filler is Zimmer. Zimmer is similar to what is grown in Essex.

Take Tuckett’s, their filler is of Havana?

I don’t know.

. It is reputed to be?

We all make Havana goods.

But I am speaking of the filler now. I understand what they profess to do i8

to use Havana for the filler, Wisconsin for the binder, and Sumatra for the wrapper?
A. Or Connecticut for the binder.

OPOPOPrO

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo) :

. Is that not the rule?

Yes.

. That tobaceo is grown for special purposes in different places?

Yes. :

. That is the rule?

Yes.

. If that is the rule—I am not saying it to reflect upon the growers in Essex—
why should they say that they are more particularlyvplaced there than any other place
in the world to grow tobacco for all purposes?

Mr. CLARKE.—There is no place in the world like Essex.

A. In regard to Essex we have different kinds of soil along that lake shore. I
have bought tobacco from Amherstburg down as far as St. Thomas. We have a lot
of limestone there which is the same as in Hartford, Connecticut. This is Connecti-
cut or Comstack Spanish (pointing to sample). There is a cigar tobacco that i8
grown up there (pointing to sample), it is a good burning tobacco. It has a white
ash and doesn’t blister ahead of the fire, and will hold fire for, I should Judge, from
five to seven mlnutes it will hold fire as good as any Havana tobacco that is impor

here.

OPOoroObrO

By Mr. Zimmerman:
Q. Have you any experience with Kelowna tobacco at all?

A. No. '
By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo) : ‘

Q. You ought to get some good tobacco in your factory?

A. Well I have heard some good reports about that tobacco. i“

By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q. I have smoked it; it is good and strong, you do not want to smoke more tha®
one cigar. - ;
By Mr. Blain:

Q. You have the right soil; is the climate good’?
A. Yes, we have a good long climate, an early spring and late fall that g,veﬂ
the tobacco lots of time to ripen and cure properly.
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Q. Ts it equal to those portions of the United States that you have referred to?
A. Tt is similar to that of Ohio, where the great proportion of the filler tobacco
€omes from that is used in the manufacture of cigars?
Q. Is it better than Connecticut?
Yes.

By Mr. Schell (Ozford):

i Q. How is it you do not use Canadian tobacco in the manufacture of cigars
the quality is good?

By Mr. Clarke:

fes? Q. Do you attribute that to the present system of having three separate factor-

of A, Yes, as T stated a few minutes ago you can see by the returns of the. amount

bl Oﬂnadian tobacco used in foreign factories; that I think will satisfy you it can be
onded in beautifully at the present time.

By Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo) :

tim ? You mean to say that there is a reasonably large amount used at the present
e v

A. Yes.
Q. That is it, although you are not advertising it to the world?
Yes.
Q. That is on account of the prejudice against Canadian tobacco. If people

kney 8enerally it went into cigar factories, you fear it would affect cigar trade?
- I think so,

By Mr. Zimmerman :

be VB - You think under the proposed regulations the manufacturer and grower will
¥ much benefited ?
* 1 do, yes.
* And that it will be a distinet advantage to have one excise and one stamp?
Q. es, a big advantage.

» And one excige?
es.

By Mr. Parent:
Q.

tobgg ?C'an you tell me whether good cigarettes can be made out of Canadian
o

A1 never tried it. ‘ ;
Wenty. ou do not know anything about that at all? Are you aware w.hether ex;:;rl-
tobag, ?a"e been recently made by manufacturers of cigarettes with Canadian

0
Al Never went into that, in regard to the cigarette business.

By Mr. Qlements:

in 3' A? 4 manufacturer, and as a buyer, you would approve of eqctaulmn%‘v:rcagz
&roy, inadlan tobacco and you are perfectly satisfied in your own min e Batkden
atioy ﬁ .8ex and Kent counties, or in the Dominion of Canada, takllngm . T d6.nob
n'; Ttish Columbia and Quebec, suitable tobacco for the genera 4
1t all, but 1 mean for anything except the fancy grades?
e S S, I think tobacco can be grown here suitable for all cl
2u12at1-a and Havana type.

asses of trade outside
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By Mr Sproule :

Q. Do you manufacture any kind of tobacco except cigars ?
A. No.

Q. You don’t manufacture plug at all?

A. No, not at present.

By Mr, Caldwell :

Q. There is a question that I was speaking of a while ago. Is there any flavour-
ing used in the tobacco which is injurious ?

A. I should not think so.

Q. You think not ?

A. I think not.

By Mr. Sproule :

Q. You don’t manufacture cigarettes or cigarette tobacco?

A. No.

Mr. Darius WicLe.—I would like to ask Mr. O’Brien two or three questions.

The CHARMAN.—Be as brief as you can.

By Mr. Darius Wigle :

Q. Mr. O’Brien, as a manufacturer of cigars under the American license
I understand that you have been using Wisconsin binders ?

A. At times, yes.

Q. This is a sample of Comstock Spanish. Can you tell me whether you have
ever procured a better binder from Wisconsin than I have in this sample ¢ (Prodwe
ing sample).

Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo).—You had better identify the sample.

Mr. Darius WicLe.—This is a sample of Comstock Spanish tobacco grown iB
Kingsville, Essex county, from seed from Wisconsin.

Myr. CLARKE.—On whose farm?

Mr. Dartus WicLe—This was grown by Mr. T. Peare, of Kingsville. I paid ?
cents a pound for the crop and I want Mr. O’Brien to give his opinion upon that as #
binder ? :

The WirNess.—Well, I have driven through that section of the country this winte*
several times and examined a lot of this big Havana tobacco grown from the s
that the experts sent up there.

By Mr. Gordon:
Q. You mean comparing it with the big tobacco ? ;
A. Similar tobacco. ;
By Mr. Darius Waigle :

Q. How does it compare with what you have received from Wisconsin ?

A. I have examined a lot of it this winter and it will make a first class binde* |
for cigars. ;

By Mr., Clarke : |

Q. Is that a fair sample ?

A. Yes.

Q. There is a lot of tobacco as good as that ?

A. Some a little finer than that.

" By Mr. Darius Wigle :

Q. Outside of that I understand you use the Connecticut seed as a binder ?

B
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A. Yes.
o Q. tl‘}‘lat is Connecticut seed grown in the township of Mersea. Will you give us
Ur opinion as regards that quality for a binder ¢
A. That is the quality that I have just stated in the case of these two classes of

goi);is that can take the place of the tobacco that we import from Connecticut and
onsin,

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. Tt is just as good ?
. Yes.

By Mr. Darius Wigle :
Q. Do you get any better tobacco imported from the United States ?

betteA' The tobacco that comes from there is not in the farmers’ hands and is cured
r than the way we get it.

By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q. Is that a wrapper or a binder %
- This is a binder.

By Mr. Darius Wigle :
Would In a clean state just as it comes from the farm. What varieties of tobacco
¥ou recommend to grow in western Ontario for cigars ¢
Comstock, Spanish, Connecticut and Big Havana.
Having read over the preceding transcript of my evidence, I find it correct.

JERRY O’BRIEN,
Tobaceco Manufacturer.

Mz, Whirsoxy Barpwry, called.
By Mr. Clarke:

g‘ gou are from the township of Colchester South, down on Lake Erie?
Doing 1. o the north shore of Lake Erie, it is supposed to be the most southerly
' Canada,
of tob;cHo?w long have you been growing tobacco, or been concerned in the growth
co ~

+ I haye been interested and concerned in it all my life.
By Mr. Zimmerman :

* That must have been as much as twenty years ago?

haye 1S, quite as much as that. Of course in the growing of Burley,
Q. N growing it for ten years, some other varieties before that. ? What
Varietie e growth of Burley commenced about ten or twelve years ago
Were grown before that time? g

Whigh, - ell, what we called Thick Set, the Blue Prior and several other Val‘ll)etles
Wwhig a°'da~‘7 ¥ou would not call tobacoo at all; they were - very. HeuEy SESSeiAGe

; Aswered the purpose at that time.

at was done with it then?

3

T suppose L
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A. Tt was sent to Montreal, when T first commenced to grow it, by a small vessel

Q. So that the varieties of this tobacco you grew twenty years ago are not us
at all now?

A. Not used at all.

Q. There is a good deal of complaint, I believe, at the present time, by the farmers
that they have no market for their output?

A. T can show you hundreds of barns where the tobacco is hanging as it was last
fall because it is not worth while to handle or prepare it for the market becausé
there is no sale for it.

Q. What do you say as to the quality of the tobaceco grown up there?

A. So far as the quality is concerned it has been pronounced first-class. They
have shown you some prepared tobacco and some that was mot prepared. There
(mdlcatmg sample) ‘is a sample of Comstock, taken out of a bundle just ready to be
given to the buyer, this is Connecticut seed leaf.

Q. Where is this grown?

A. In Colchester South.

By Mr. Clements:

Q. Just as it was picked by the farmer?
A. Yes, as it came from the barn pole.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. What improvement has there been in the last few years on the part of the
farmer in regard to taking care of it?

A. They have been more careful in growing and the handling of it. Of coursé
they are trying to grow newer varieties and are becoming better posted in the hand
ling. When we first commenced to grow tobacco it was almost impossible for th"
ordinary grower to cure it at all, which was all due to handling. "I

Q. I believe there are several things they have to take care of ¢ Keep it fre¢
from sand?

A. That is all in the handling, of course if you allow it to lie on the ground and
get rain on it it collects sand.

Q. And the better care taken with it by the farmer, you think, the better pri¢®
he gets?

A. Certainly, one of the great troubles is the worms get at it sometimes if cat®
is not taken; that is the greatest drawback in the growing of tobacco to-day, but the
price is made by the buyer.

Q. Then it has to be cut at the proper time?

A. That depends upon the setting and the season, whether we get a long seaso™
I aim to get my tobacco in about the first of June.

Q. What I meant was that it must be in proper condition?

A. Yes, the coarser tobacco such as Burley, there is no trouble about, when to 0"‘
that, it shows for itself when to cut it, but in the finer tobaccos there is a certain ti®
at which it must be cut. There is the Connecticut seedling, it is very difficult to teﬂ
when that is ready and there are some other varieties with which similar difficulty 1"
experienced. Take the Kentucky Yellow, for instance, you won’t find two plat’
beside each other fit to cut the same day even if they were set on the same day. 5%
leaf is not quite so difficult, it will show more difference on different qualities of 19,11&2
if you have strong sandy soil and it runs down to black soil you have a differ
result entirely. 5

Q. What is your opinion as to the varletles of soil up there for growing differé”
kinds of tobacco? ,

A. We haven’t any soil up there but what will grow tobacco. Of course e
heavier soil grows a heavier quality of tobacco.

52 MR. WHITSON BALDWIN

1
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Q. But there are different qualities of soil suited to the different varieties of
tobaceo ?

A. Yes. :

Q. And speaking generally you say that the farmers have become pretty expert in
8owing tobacco?

A, They are improving their soil and their methods have improved as well.

Q. Some more so than others, I suppose?

A. Certainly. :

By Mr. Clements:

Q. What would you suggest in the way of improvement ? :
| to A. T have been talking with my neighbours about it and tl}ey are very anxious
ch ave an experimental station started among us with an expert In
anil:ge' Tt has been said in this house that we do not grow first class tobacco.; we are
3 ious to learn and to be educated along these lines. A nu.mber of my neighbours
’ thme to me when they found I was coming here, and they said: When you get down
‘ ie;-e~ we wish you would urge the mnecessity of an experimental station glong these
c: © and that we have an expert from the United States where the f?cﬂltles and the
X Nditions are the same as our own, let it cost what it will, and we will put O}Jrselves
> oL his direction if the government can do so, in order to start a strlpl?lng and
s: Ndling plant among us where the best and greatest quantity o_f tobacpo is grown
that it will be convenient to bring it to the stripping and preparing statl.on, where it
Ay ¢ made ready to be taken to any market, either our own or foreign marlfet.
th g with that they wish to have some of our younger men, who have been educating
Soe:nselves for a higher position, and place them with this expert to educate them
hat they will become experts at the work or better if possible, so that we will have
epe of our own, and reliable among us to carry this busine§s on. We canr%)rf: s;lways
Teq, dind upon hiring the right man in the rig%lt place. I noticed when Mr. Wigle w::
i lng_that. letter that he had to ask particularly of some man he was trynllxg .
Ploy if he was of good habits, sober and industrious, which it is necessary he shou
cai)ablIf we have our own boys we know what these boys can do and wlll)at th?l’c al('le-
ing o'e of acquiring, and we have numbers of them anmnually who have Iee}rll. ak :ﬁe
shoulul‘ colleges, trying to place themselves above the common }}erd and I thin y
d be encouraged to become experts in this as in other businesses.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo) :

of tQ‘ In the Agricultural College do they give any attention at all to the question
Obaceo culture ¢

ot yet.

By Mr. Clarke :

Q. Yes, but they do to the question of chemistry and kinds of goil' ? S
regpecjc That is where these boys would come in, they would have an advantage 1n tha

By Mr. Clements :

erg Q. Besides looking after the growing of the crop and the taku;g Farero‘:rfedﬂzz
oup ’pe r. Baldwin, do you think that the quality of our tobacco €an e 1mp
ple had better buildings than they have for the curing of it ?
g Yes, I think it could. dily take hold of
1t and‘ n(,i that with proper encouragement the farmers would readily s
Provide those improved facilities if they were assured of a proper ma
+ Certainly,

ou have no doubt about that %
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A. T am satisfied that our country can be more than double its present pro-
duction, and would if there was a price that they would be safe in going into the
business.

Q. Then in your opinion, Mr. Baldwin, a good deal of our tobacco is not keph
in proper buildings, the growers have not proper facilities for keeping it and some-
times it is put in sheds or open buildings ?

A. Certainly there have been cases of that kind.

Q. With proper buildings for keeping it the quality would be considerably im-
proved ?

A. T think so, certainly.

By Mr. Ziminerman :

Q. Mr. Clarke touched upon a point which seems to me to be extraordinary a8
to the difference between the raw leaf and the manufactured plug tobacco, that is the
plug tobacco which is manufactured out of this Burley ?

A. There does seem to be quite a discrepancy between the price received by the
farmer and that receivd by the manufacturer. \

Q. How is it that the farmer cannot get any benefit at all by the sale of that !

‘A. Tt is a very difficult question to answer. If I were to say that there is #
combine amongst the manufacturers in this respect I would perhaps be saying some’
thing that I could not substantiate.

By Mr. Clarke :
Q. But there is that impression %
A, Tt is the general impression, but whether it is so or not I cannot say; not £°
much of combine as a division of territory.

Q. If it is the fact why people can account for it ?
A. Then again when we consider the importation of weed from our neighbour®

A

By Mr. Zimmerman :

Q. Just on that point. If the tobacco is selling, as one witness says, on the othe®
side of the line at 11 cents while for tobacco of the same quality the grower here i
only paid 8% cents a pound, how do you account for the importation ¢ ! !

A. The duty is not sufficient to keep the American leaf out.

Q. But there is such a tremendous difference in the price ?

Mr. CLaRKE—Mr' Zimmerman means if they can buy it cheaper here tha®
they can in the United States. ‘

A. I cannot answer that question.

Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo).—You must answer the question.

Mr. CraRge—If you can.

The Wirness.—I must, eh?

Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo).—You will excuse me, but you cannot get away fro®
this fact: I asked Canadian manufacturers what was the reason of their paying a big
price for the imported article and they replied that it was because they cannot 8¢
the article they want in this country. Now that is a statement of facts by the mant
facturer and you must answer it. The argument on the face of it that the man®
facturers are not foolish enough to buy tobacco on the other side if they can £°
tobacco of equal quality here at a lower figure ?

A. If they get a better tobacco on the other side it is not in the Burley but onlf
in the lighter varieties, because I have the opinion of experts from Kentucky ; becat®
the Burley tobacco grown in Essex has been placed on the St. Louis market Bnd
brought just as good a price as did the Kentucky grown article of the best quality'
Where then is our tobacco inferior?
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Q. I am not answering that, I am only giving you the statement of the manufac-
turers, There should be an answer to it?
A. There are a lot a things there is no answer to.

By Mr. Parmelee :

Q. We are not going into the growing of cigar tobacco to any extent?

A. Not to any extent. One reason is to be found in the price of cigar tobacco.
There has been very little grown. Only since this last year has there been any cigar
Obaceo grown at all to note.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. How much Comstock Spanish and Zimmer Spanish is grown?
S A. Eight or ten thousand pounds, perhaps not so much. That is excluding the
fEed Leaf from the Comstock Spanish and the Zimmer Spanish, There must be
Tom 50,000 to 100,000 Ibs. of Seed Leaf.

By Mr. Zimmerman :

Q. With the introduction of one excise duty on all tobaccos in your opinion is
going to benefit the grower? 3

A. Not directly, it will indirectly, because the men here don’t know what they
ire chewing unless the name is printed on it. Is that satisfactory to you, Mr. Ross?

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

- Q. Of course, as a canny Scotchman it is absurd to say that the reason Macdonald

E 1 not buy Canadian tobacco is because he has got a prejudice against it. Of course,
® 18 a very rich man and does not care probably ?

A. That is the conclusion I would come to, he does not care to handle our tobacco

use he has a prejudice against it.

Mr. CrargE.—I think he has got a brand established and does not like to change it.
Mr. ZivmmerMAN.—No man is doing more for Canada to-day than Mr. Macdonald.

The WrrNess.—No one is finding fault with him.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

Q. Do you not think that as far as the chewing public are concerned it is rather
Nge they will persist in buying twice as much of Macdonald’s small plug as they
ot the bhigger plug made out of Canadian tobacco?
N A I cannot agree with you that twice as much of the Macdonald plug is handled.
thatour Immediate section there is not one-tenth of the Macdonald plug sold to-day
there was three years ago.

By Mr. Clements:

Q. Not one-tenth you say?
- Not one-tenth of the quantity there was three years ago.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

an Q'_ I am talking of the national output of Macdonald’s plug tobacco a}ld all other

of l;dlan factories. I am not sure of my figures, but I think there is twice as much
acdonald’s tobacco chewed in this country as there is of any other variety?

W ol d I admit that there is a large section of country where nothing but Macdonald’s
Simpy the Northwest for instance. The Northwest requires Macdonald tobacco
8o Ply because they have been chewing it and they cannot get any other. I haye one
triedwl;lo ‘{Sed to chew Macdonald tobacco, but at one ’cix.ne he could not get it ’?nd
that S ewing tobacco of the Erie Tobacco Company of Windsor. He started chewing
and has not chewed any Macdonald tobacco since. .

that

becg

8trg,



56 MR. WHITSON BALDWIN

8 EDWARD VII., A. 1908 _
By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q. You ought to work up a prejudice against the Macdonald tobacco. I think
Mr. Macdonald has a prejudice against Canadian grown tobacco.

Mr. Crarge—Take a brand of anything and it requires time to work up a trade
in it?

A. T don’t know that we should work up any particular prejudice. We should
try and foster that which is going to do us the most good. We want to encourage the
use of home-grown tobacco and do away with the importation.

By Mr. Carrier:

Q. You have often heard that Mr. Macdonald has got a secret of his own for pre-
paring his tobacco?

A. So I understand.

Q. All the other manufacturers in this country tried to copy, or to get the flavour
that Mr. Macdonald places in his ¢ Prince of Wales Navy’ and have never been able
to approach it or to improve on it?

A. So I understand.

Q. This has made Mr. Macdonald’s fortune. There was only one man in this coun~
try who could do it. His name was Campbell, and he is probably dead now. This
secret has made Mr. Macdonald’s fortune?

A. Yes.

Q. No one has ever been able to approach the flavour which Mr. Macdonald puts”
in that tobacco, and the people would rather pay 10 cents for it and get it, than any
other tobaceco.

Mzr. Ross (Yale Cariboo).—You are not arguing that he could not apply the samé
flavour to tobacco of the same quality?

Mr. CARrIER.—It was not a question of tobacco but of flavour?
A. Tt is not a question of tobacco but the flavour, certainly.

By Mr. Parmelee:

Q. You spoke of 8% cents a pound as an exceptionally low price, that is not the
ordinary price? ‘

A. Not the ordinary price.

Q. And that price is due, I suppose, to the farmers growing more tobacco tha®
the market demands, they went into it too fast?

A. A little too fast. f

Q. There are two things that I think you should direet your attention to: yo¥
should devote yourself to producing, perhaps, a larger variety of leaf so that you could'
supply the new demand there would be for Canadian leaf for cigar purposes, whic
would give you a larger output. Then you should improve the quality of your tobacc®
and keep the production down to within what the demand is likely to be. Of coursér
that demand is going to grow, but don’t get ahead of it. :

A. That would be the advice I would give. I would not advise the farmers to 8%
too heavily into the cultivation of tobacco. Of course, if the contemplated changé®
go through and we get 35 cents a pound duty on tobacco it is going to be an encouragé”
ment. I would advise also that an expert should be appointed to instruct the grower®
in the handling of this tobacco, because we do not understand the handling of cig#®
tobacco. Those-tobaccos are more expensive to grow and handle in every respect, i<
if we undertake their cultivation we should do it to the greatest amount of profit a®
turn out the best product possible. Now the greatest possible care has to be exercised %
regard to these cigar tobaccos, and to that end we should have expert growers and
handlers. T refer to such varieties as Zimmer and Comstock. The Connecticut do
not soil quite so quickly, but these other tobaccos if they are handled in a rough &
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Careless manner you ruin one-quarter of your product-at least. The plants should be
rghtly cut and hung up without touching the ground. The plant soils very easily
and when in that condition is not even fit for making into a wrapper. So you see
there is your wrapper gone. As to the filler it would not make so much difference.

ut the handling of a crop is everything in order to make the tobaceco into a first-
class article.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cartboo) :

Q. T want to ask you two questions: You said a little while ago that a few years
880 you grew abominably bad tobacco in Essex county, what would not be considered
tobaceo at all to-day ?
A. T would not.
Q. Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether it was when you were growing that
tobaceco Mr. Macdonald made his experiments with Canadian tobacco?
A. T could not say how far Mr. Macdonald’s experiments date back. I have
ned since coming home that it was at that time.
Q. T understand it was at the time you were growing inferior tobacco he made
those experiments and got his prejudice?

A. T guess it probably was. I have learned that it was.

Q. As a grower of first class tobaceco, have you or your associates made any
effort 4 put that tobacco in Mr., Macdonald’s factory, to show him you can grow good
Obaceo now?

A. No. It has been shown to him by some of our representatives, Mr. Robinson
and others, but he is a man that it is very hard to approach. Of course as growers

€ do not know Mr. Macdonald, we do not have any communication with him; we
ol‘e & long way from him; as farmers we do not get very far away from home very
ten and T cannot say it has ever been placed before him.
toh Q. You would not blame him for having a prejudice if all he ever saw was the
acco you grew a number of years ago?

A. No, T do not suppose we would.

bad

leay

By Mr. Clarke:

QI suppose that is the way this red stamp and green stamp were so unpopular,
use they were applied to the tobacco that was grown years ago? : ,
alwaA' NQ, that seems to have been the o?iginal arrangement, the three stamps hz'lve
to Y8 existed. T do not know whether it was because they were put on Canadian
e 5}‘1000 years ago, it may have been something like that but I could not say. Of course
iy el*} a great deal about the red stamp. I do not see a great deal of it, I am not
u tg Ing with smokers as much as I used to, but when the red stamp used to come
€y would shove it aside and take the green.

beca

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo):

&ro Q. Because the red stamp indicates to the world that it is made of poor, home
Wh Canadian tobacco.
- That is your idea, it is a danger sign.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. grour idea is that the uniform stamp would be an improvement?
+ Yes,

Having reaq over the foregoing transcript of my evidence I find it correct.

X W. G. BALDWIN.
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Mr. PerEr LaMARsH, township of Mersea Essex county called.

By Mr. Clarke :

. You are the deputy reeve of the township of Mersea, in the county of Essex?
Yes.
. That is the largest township in the county?
. The largest township in the county.
To what extent is tobacco grown there?
It is grown extensively in the township of Mersea, which is one of the
greatest tobacco-growing townships we have, I suppose in the Dominion.
Q. Just state what samples you have with you.
A. This (producing sample) is a sample of white Burley grown in the township
of Mersea; that, I presume is made into chewing tobacco.
. What do you say about the quality of that?
. I doubt if it can be beaten in Kentucky or anywhere else.
. That sample is put up by the farmers in the usual way?
. That is the usual way the farmers put it up ready for the buyer.
. Have the farmers become fairly expert in taking care of the tobacco?
. They are becoming more and more proficient.
They improve with experience?
Yes.
. Take the other samples?
. These (producing samples) were grown in the same vicinity and they are 8
splendid quality of tobacco. These are white Burley—I could not procure any cigar
tobacco in the time at my disposal but we have grown some in that vicinity.

POPOPO

OPOPOPOPO

B

By Mr. Zimmerman:
. Are these cigar tobaccos?
. No, chewing.
By Mr. Ross (Yale Cartboo):

. Was this sample cut at the proper time?
. Yes, I think so.

. Isn’t it a little too ripe?
"No, I do not think so. It is very bright and quite clear. Here are som¢

samples off the limestone in Pelee Island.

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. How does that differ from the other, can you tell me?
A. Well, T can’t say that it is any coarser, it is more in case than this Pelee

Tsland tobacco, and you can’t get at the Pelee Island tobacco as well to examine the
quality.

B o

O O

mainland ? :
A. Tt seems to be, you see the others are of very fine quality.

Q. The buyers pay higher prices for it?

A. T believe the buyers do prefer the Pelee Island tobacco.
Q. What is that other sample, Pelee Island?

A. The same thing, that is for chewing.

Q. Or smoking? . ‘
A. They smoke it in Essex a great deal and prefer it to anything they can geb

but it is not a smoking tobacco.
By Mr. Carrier:
Q. Tt has not a good flavour?

Q. Is it the case that the Pelee Island tobacco has a better reputation than the
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A. Tt has not as good a flavour as the smoking tobacco grown for smoking.
By Mr. Clarke:

The farmers there always use this?
. Yes, they use it.
. Is it Burley that they use?
Yes.
- And they have been using it for a number of years?
. Well, the farmers use it for both chewing and smoking, after becoming
Ccustomed to it they do not want anything else.
Q. Do they chew it in the raw state ?
A. Yes, sir, many of them.

POFOFO

By Mr. Zimmerman :

Q. Do they die young ?
Q. No, they live to a good old age.

By Mr. Clarke :

Q. What is your idea about the difficulty between the farmers and the buyer ?
. A. Well, there is one difficulty, we know that there is a considerable protection
Ven to our tobacco and we know that the farmers do not receive any benefit from it
Pparent]y,

Q. How do you account for that. :
i A. Well, the only answer I can give is that the parties that are manufacturing
th mu§t take advantage of the whole thing. They must do so because, .apparently,
€re is no competition, what you might call practical competition in buying.

By Mr. Zimmerman :

the g .I could understand you now if the price of tobacco was as high }.1ere as it is in
ang nlt'ed States. But you claim to raise as good tobacco as they d9 in the 'Sizates,
dut et it is three cents a pound higher in the States, and then there is an additional
Y of 34 cents.

By Mr. Parmelee :

m Q. Tust one moment, I want to get at these facts. Mr. Clarke told us a f.ew
is tm ®hts ago that the Empire people are selling a plug of chewing for 10 cents which
Wice as large as the plug made by Macdonald.

By Mr. Ross (Yale Cariboo). :

Alneg' Could the manufacturers pay you as much for your tobacco as they pay i"for
ag .. can tobacco when, in order to compete with the latter they have got to put twice
Much Canadian tobaceo into a plug ?
0 you want to know my opinion as to why that is ?
Q. Yes ¢
Cony A'_The only answer I can give you is this: that the Canadian manufacturer is
Detmg: with a trade that has been established for 80 or 40 years, and you know that
Stablished trade anywhere in the world is a hard thing to overcome.
Aligeq s I_thoroughly agree with you if that is the answer. The next question that
tobg, 18, if they have to do that they cannot pay as much for your tobacco as for the
€co they are competing with, caf they? :
» Well, you would naturally think they could not do so.
Q They could not do it?
No.
If they have to put twice as much tobacco into a plug in order to sell it they

Cay Q'
9% pay as much for it?
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A. That looks reasonable, but at the same time if the figures which Mr, Clarke
quoted are correct, the manufacturers are certainly making a large enough profit td
allow the farmers a little of it. They should not retain the whole of the profit, buf
give us a reasonable amount, and not have us growing tobacco at cost or at a loss. I
think the prices which were quoted by Mr. Wigle and the figures which were pub-.
lished by the Leamington Post are really a little larger than what we have actually
got.

By Mr. Zimmerman:

Q. That is an outside price?
A. These are outside prices and the majority of tobacco growers have not received
the amounts that have been quoted to-day.

By Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo) :

Q. In order that you may get the same price as the American growers do for their
tobaceco you have got to educate the people who use the American tobacco out of that
prejudice ?

A. There is no question about that in my mind and the manufacturer also needs
to be educated. Ul

By Mr. Clements: ,

Q. How would you legislate in order to prohibit the American tobacco from com-
ing into Canada? !

A. Such prohibition is not my natural inclination in regard to trade questions, but
throughout the world tobacco is regarded as a legitimate object of taxation by all
governments In some countries tobacco is made a government monopoly, and I think
that in the majority of cases tobacco is taxed more heavily than it is by our govern:
ment. It is the same with the Dominion of Canada. Now there is no reason why, i
tobacco is a legitimate object of taxation, we should not tax it sufficiently to introduce
the growing of certain varieties into this country and supply our domestic market.

By Mr. Clarke: 1

Q. There is this view of it: supposing you prohibit the importation of tobacco
and raise the whole excise, so far as that portion of it is concerned, from Canadia®
tobacco, you would not affect the price which is paid to the farmer? '

A. If the excise were increased it would depend a great deal upon competitio®
between the manufacturers. )

Q. In the event of excluding importations of American tobacco the whole of the
excise would have to come out of the Canadian leaf?

A. Yes, the Canadian leaf.

By Mr. Carrier:

Q. Do you think it would be advisable for the government to send an expert abroﬁld '
having with him the best grades of your tobacco, and try and introduce it in
European countries?

. A. I think so, if they could get the tobacco handled properly. b

Q. These finer grades of tobacco might be exhibited at the Anglo-French exh1b1 4
tion in London, and an expert might deliver addresses in their favour?

A. Without doubt.

Q. Bringing out all the good points of Canadian tobaccos?

A. Yes, that might be done. There is somethmg about the tobacco that perSeonally
I do not understand In that connection let me give you a little experience of my oW%
In 1898 I sold my crop of tobacco. It was a very large one and I think I got some b
or 6 cents a pound. But when I stripped my tobacco I culled it. I took the po°
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le§Ves~the torn leaves and the lower leaves of the plant—and culled them out. The
Prime leaves or the best leaves I placed upon the sticks. When the buyers came to
Purchase the tobaceo they would not touch the culled leaves, but they bought the good
tobacco, Well, I had, I suppose, fifteen or twenty bales of this culled tobacco, in
0-pound bales or thereabouts, and I placed it in my granary where it could not take
4y moisture or where there was no chance of it heating. I kept that tobacco for a
Year and a half. My father-in-law, who is a tobacco user, came along and said: ‘I
Want a bale of that tobacco to use.’ Well, he took away a bale of it. Let me say-first
At this tobacco was a mixture of Zimmer Spanish, Connecticut Seed Leaf and
urley, T got my seed from a neighbour who had badly mixed his plants. I think
re would also be another variety or two in addition to those mentioned. Well, my
ather-in-law took that tobacco to the village where he lived and the tobacco users there
S0on found out that he had some of the weed. One or two begged a little of this
Ao acco, and finally they all came there and deserted Macdonald and other tobaccos.
81111 Wanted to use the Canadian leaf, and they very soon stripped my fat}}er-in-law qf
that he had and he came back for more. He said that they all admitted that it
W8 the best tobacco they ever got.
Perhaps you are an exceedingly good hand at curing it?
A. No, T think it was nature that did it. I think the tobacco was cured by
na‘ture in some way.

By Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo) :

Q. Were those people not getting that tobaceo cheaper? S
" A. It was not that at all, that would have nothing at all to do with it. They very
01 came back and bought the balance of that culled tobacco at 2 cents a pound.

By Mr. Carrier:

to Q. Don’t you think it would be a good idea for the government to issue licenses
Te-handlers for the privilege of handling that tobacco?
- I think so.
-+ I am speaking of the province of Quebec, because there we have not got the
tage of the heautiful climate such as you have?
* Xes, we have a good climate, we are ploughing up there now. :
theirQ' Unfortunately for twenty years in our province the farmers have been :s.elhng
anyth.tObaCCO just as they raised it, they did not understand about the curing or
thin Ng else, The consequence was it gave the tobacco a bad name. The necessary
Undg' NOow, I think, is to have that tobacco go through the hands of experts, who
“stand a1l about the curing, before it goes to the trade?
« Just go,
wou]d' e want re-handlers to undertake that, men who understand the business and
®Xeig Pay a license to the government. I believe that the government should put an
© duty of 1 cent a pound on every pound that goes into the trade.

advan

T ZnamerymaN.—What is your reason?

‘”ﬁhfféi CarrizR.—My reason is that all the. tobacco should go through the hands ?:g
be graq °rs. The purchaser would then know what he was getting. The tobacco wfouacl
inferio ed and prices paid in proportion to the quality. At present tOb:}fcot % accxo
Teog; " quality goes to the trade the same as the very best, and hence the to

V€S 2 bad name,

he WirNess.—That is very true.

By Mr., Carrier:

the t?a;dYou see if the government had a proper system of giving licenses to re-handlers
€ would be placed upon a sound basis?
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A. Or let the government themselves appoint inspectors and grade the tobacco the
same as they do the grain in the northwest. I have often thought of that. At present
we are handicapped and the buyers, or re-handlers or manufacturers—whatever you |
like to call them—will not give the farmers a reasonable price for their tobacco. Leb
the government themselves put an excise duty on all tobacco that these men buy, less
a certain fixed price to be paid to the farmer, and it would insure to the farmer @
certain price for his tobacco at any rate.

Q. That is my theory.

A. T have often thought along the same lines. There is one difficulty in buylnl
county of Essex tobacco, and that is that apparently the best quality such as this
(producing sample) was bought at probably only one cent per pound higher than other
stuff for which not more than one-half the price should have been paid. |

By Mr. Clements:

Q. How much more large Burley can you grow than small Burley per acre?

A. I have never had much experience in that. A great deal depends upon the
planting and the distance the plants are set apart and the soil. Mr. Ross, I believe
it was spoke about the difference in climate. He will understand the climate of thé
county of Essex when I tell him that when we left there on Tuesday the people were \
‘ploughing. Some years ago I met a party of hunters who were going to the woods |
of northern Michigan. They had come from a point 80 miles south of Sanduskys |
Ohio, that is pretty far south from us; we had not had a particle of frost; that was the
22nd of October, and they told us that they had had frost three weeks before through®
out the state of Ohio that had killed all vegetation.

By Mr. Ross (Yale-Cariboo) :

Q. A remark was made about the Connecticut Yellow not ripening at the samé !
time, any two plants. Would that difference be on account of the planfing or somé”
thing in the condition of the plant or the soil? Is that the same ‘tobacco as grown
Connecticut ?

A. T might say that I have had no experience. Before I close, I spoke of MZ
Macdonald’s prejudice against Canadian tobacco. I have a brother who has been #
very extensive grower, and when he first started to grow White Burley he sent som®
samples to Macdonald and asked him if he would try the Canadian tobacco. .
Macdonad said he had tried the Canadian tobacco once and it had not been a succe®”
in this country. His trial was made many years ago, but if he made the experime?”
now he might change his views,

Having read over the above transeript of my evidence, I find it correct.

PETER LAMARSH.
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House oF CoMMONS,
_ Commirtee Room No. 34,
Fripay, March 27, 1908.

aThe Select Standing Committee on Agriculture and Colonization met here this
¥ at 2 o’clock p.m., Mr. McKenzie, Chairman presiding.

Mr, Lours V. Laserie, Joliette, Que., called and examined.
By Mr. Dubeau:

Q. How long have you been interested in the “tobacco industry ?
A. About 20 years. 7
Whers You ha_ve visited the different parts of the provinees of Ontario and Quebea
e tobacco is grown? :
Yes, I have made extensive trips throughout those provinces especially
purpose of getting acquainted with what was being done and the possibilities
indy ?d to _the tobacco industry, not only from an agricultural, but also from an
strial point of view.
tion ~f Have you remarked that the climate in the two provinces affects the cultiva-
2 of tobaceo ?
angd i’c' _I l‘e{narked a general effect which has been proven lor_lg ago by results obtained
Ratype is this: that in Ontario on account of certain climatic cor.ldltmns and a]!so the
certain of the soils devoted to that culture, it seemed. to permit the production of
and 4 types to a greater perfection than we can attain 1n .Quebec. T also noticed,
reasOnslsba Well. known fact proven likewise by results, the}t in Quebec—for the same
or tq a;x {;lt acting inversely I suppose, or in some way which is not clear to my mind
cater ybody §1se’s mind—we can produce certain types a_nd varxet{es of tobaccp to a
Wi perp?l'fectlon than they can in Ontario. I may add just at this moment, if you
the factmtlht me, that this fact is often overlooked. Tt seems to me that by overlooku.xg
& othe at in one province certain types of tobacco obtam'greater success than 1n
of ntarf and vice versa, unnecessary rivalry seems to have_z arisen 1')etween t.he growers
Decyli arno anc'l Quebec which should not be the case. 'I‘h1.s condition of things is not
e cultj to this country but is universal. For instance, in the United States, where
tobaggq Vation of tobacco is very extensive—in fact tl}ey are tltl_e largest _producers of
arg clea;{l the world—the districts, so far as the agricultural industry 1s .concerned,
tobageg }S; defined and divided. In certain otates they produce a certain type of
type of :v ich is never taken out of those States. That is, the culture of that particular
8rowiy obaceo is not transferred to other States, but remains there. Now the tobacco
_States Srareas are divided into about five great sections. For example, the central
In the %:duce a certain type of tobaccos which is entirely different f_rom that produced
Which g Stern States. In the Southern States they produce a certain type of tobaccos
0 cepty: Yery different indeed from that grown in the Northern States. This is due
Obg, an climatic conditions combined with the nature of the goils upon which the

ce :
p°&ibioli:;?egrown' T am stating this to show that there is no need of confusing the

for the
N regy

attey h§ of tobacco culture in the provinces of Ontario and Quebec. Now for {:h;
sh*’uld which I believe constitutes the object of this inquiry or investigation;

ntation ¥ thin!‘ that there need be any rivalry between the provim':e‘s.of ?uebec aznd

| oy 5 believe we are all agreed that both provinces need facilities for opemng

the in: et for their respective products. I do not know if what T have stated is to

®Xplaiy a:nd gives you the information which you require. If not, you can ask me to
¥ matters which appear to be in doubt.
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Q. You cannot see that there should be any rivalry as to tobacco production
between the provinces of Quebec and Ontario?

A. No, there chould not be, because in Ontario they can produce certain things
to a greater degree of perfection than we ean; and on the other hand we can grow
certain varieties of tobacco in Quebec more successfully than they can in Ontario.

Q. In your opinion is it a good thing to increase the excise duty on the foreign
tobaécos; is it necessary in order to successfully develop the Canadian tobacco
industry ?

A. No, I do not think it is a necessity, not a bit. I mentioned a moment ago
that what we need are facilities for our products in Ontario and Quebec to be used
by the manufacturing industry; and the increasing of the duty on the foreign leaf
would not help much to that result so long as the restrictions, which have so far existed,
remain. I would rather have the restrictions done away with, as is proposed, than
have a prohibitive duty put on foreign leaf. I will tell you why I think that. We
have already, it seems to me, plenty of protection. There is in fact a protection of 30
cents per pound, considering the -total duties imposed upon foreign leaf, in favour of
Canadian tobacco. Well, the effect of the increase of duty over what existed prior to
1897 had been felt. That increase of duty was required at that time in order to induce
the manufacturers to use Canadian tobaceo in their factories. But if a system of
fiscal or administrative dispositions had not been established, whereby the use of
Canadian tobaceco in factories was facilitated, the 10 cents of increase of duty on the
foreign leaf would have been of no avail. However, in 1897 the factories were opened
up to theusz of Canadian leaf to a certain extent; in fact the means were devised
whereby the manufacturers who chose to do so could use the Canadian leaf. They
could do that under a separate license. Now the results of that increase of duty and
the changes in the regulations have worked to the good of the Canadian tobacco pro-
ducers. The proof is to be found in the fact that we are using now almost 5,000,000

ounds of Canadian tobacco out of the total quantity manufactured, whilst before
1897 the amount that went into manufacture was almost nothing. There is an old
saying that the proof of the pudding is in the eating. There we have the proof of the
good which resulted from the measures adopted in 1897. However, sufficient has not
yet been done because there are other types of tobaccos which we can produce here,
and which would be used by the manufacturers were it not for certain restrictions.

By Mr. Owen:

Q. What restrictions? ; 4

A. There are three licenses and different stamps used. Those, briefly, are the
restrictions I mean; the system of three separate licenses you see. I will not go into
this detail very much because a great deal has been said respecting it in the testimony
that has been taken. I mention these as being the restrictions and objections to the
development of a certain branch of the manufacturing industry from which we cam
derive great benefit, that is, I mean the tobacco growers. My more particular reasom
for not being so much in favour of increasing the duties is that supposing we mada
the duty prohibitive entirely there might be some reason on the part of the manufac-
turer to complain, because we cannot claim that here in Canada we can produce all .
the types and varieties and sub-varieties and different grades of leaf which are
required by the manufacturing industry. I quite understand we shall always have
to import from foreign ‘countries certain types and grades of tobacco which we can-
not produce here in Canada, and there is nothing extraordinary in this because, even
in the United States, where they produce seven hundred million pounds of tobacco
year and where also they have all sorts of climates and soils, they have yet to imp
30,000,000 pounds of Sumatra leaf. Their reason for that is simply an industr
one. It is simply because that Sumatra leaf has certain peculiarities of its own which
cannot be duplicated in the best situated parts of the United States. For the sa ne
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reason we shall always have to import a certain portion of the tobacco which will be
required for our tobacco manufacturing industry in all its branches. Therefore, the
manufacturers might have some reason to complain if such a step was taken. And
as producers, supposing we make the duty prohibitive, the result to the growers would
be such that in two years we would fill the country with so much tobacco, I would
not say of all sorts of tobacco, that the price would go down and it would be down for
fifteen years. <y

By Mr. Clarke:

Q. How would it affect the price to the farmers?

A. Over-production would bring prices down, that is the natural result. And it
Seems to me that it is taking a wrong view for the farmers to favour the increase in
the duty. I know lots of farmers are in favour of increasing it, and making it even
prohibitive, but it would work out in practice so that it would first bring the price
down on account of over-production; it is the natural result, and we have the proof
of thig as T will show you in a moment.

Q. May T ask, are you a grower of tobacco?

A. Yes, sir; I have been a grower for 17 years; I am not engaged in it now. I
quit 