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AR XXXVITL.— Contributions to Clinical Medicine. By Jas. Craw-
rorp, M.D., Professor of Clinical Medicine, University of McGill
College.

A Cuse of Paralysis of the Forearm and Hand Cured by Galumum.

Paralysis of the Forearm, arising from pressure-(during sleep) of the

lwead, on the brachial nerves, appears to he of very rare occurrence.
‘I'Fe aflection has been introduced to the notice of the profession by Dr.
Healey in the Dublin Hospiial Reports, with the observation that he has
not seen it before described, the notice™ he gives is quoted (as a curious
case) in the Medico-Chirargical Review, and is also referred to by Dr.
Todd, in the article Paralysis, in the Cyclopedia of Medicine,—and by
Copland in his Dictionary of Medicine ; beyond which I have not been
able to find any other case reported. Having lately had two cases, I
would desire to put them on record,—fron its rarity, as well as the suc-
cess of galvanism in the treatiment.

- Mary Kelsie, aged 30, a single woman, was admitted into the Mon-
treal General Hosplta] on the 7th Dec.; 1854 ; having lost the power of
her right forearm and hand five weeks prevlously She stated that she
had been much in the habit of sleeping with her Zaad under her head
at night; and that to her great surprise she awoke one morning abont
the beginning of November; and found the kand she had lain on, and
the forearm, up to ihe elbow, quite powerless, and nearly insensible.—
She could not say how long she had lain with the %and under her head,

but presumed from her habit, that she had ‘done so, fox most part of u\e
night ; she persisted tn saying that ker head lay on her hand and not on her
arm; she never had experienced any evil effects from so doing before,
nor had she ever any Paralytic aflection, and although a sparc and
thin woman, had -enjoyed very geod health, and with the excep=
tion of the Paralytic afiection, ljad no complaint at the time of
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her odmission. She was temperate in her habits, and fegular in
her menstrual courses; she was generally employed w5 a house-
servant. The hand md forearm as high as the elbow was power-
less,’except that she could pronate or supinate the limb; sensation also
was.alost null, u disagreeable numbness or tingling was felt through
the paralysed. part ; when the arm was extended the hand dropped and
could nol be raised by-a voluntary effort without assistance, unless by
supination ; the hand in like manner was powerless,and thefingers could
meither-be closed within half an inch of the palm nor be extended:further
from it ; all power of grasping was lost, and extension was equally de<
fective. She had béen under medical trealment during the intefval
since she became paralytic, und had been several timesf blistered, and’
had uséd stimulating liniments, and had-also used strychnine and othér
remedies without having derived any benefit {from the treatment.—She
was forthwith ordered to be electiified daily,to rub the paralysed limb
wilh stimulating liniment,and to wear a baidage and splint for support ;
in abont a week slie beg‘im to- rccover sensation in.the forearm, and a
painful tingling replaced the insensibility. In about three weeksthe
natural'sensation had in a great measure returned, and she liad regained
considerable wuscular power, and before the end of Junuary she could
close her hand-well and grasp pretty firmly, and hiad regained perfect sen=
sation. About the time her complaint began to amend, a rheumatic affec-
“tion seized the deltoid and mmiscles of thé shoulder; which. continued:
amore of less till the end of Junuary;—at which time she could hold out
the hand with-case, and straight in & prone position and grasp firmly;
in fact,she had almost completely recovered from her paralytic state.
Having handed. over my hospital charge to. my successor, I iost sight.of
lier except for ain occasion or twoj; the clectricity was persevered in,and
she.got quité well shortly after:

Thomas Copland, a Dlacksmith, a powerfil museular man, of very in-
temperite habits, which vice was so established, that he.éould not restrain
the injurious propensity, whenever he had a*  opportunity of indulging
it. Hehad been tippling for some days, butto his. view, not intemper-
ately, when on the 14th of Decemi er, 1854, lia Jay down. on- a long
wocden bench, to pass the time, being as he stated; duiy sober, not
haviug drank any intoxicating liquor that day. He fell asleep with kis
arm under his head, when after a lapse of twenty minutes, he-awoke,
and to his great astonishwent, found his left hand and forearm quite:
powerless, nud ina great mensure insensible.  On.the 17th December hé
wes adnitted into the Montreal General Iospital; not having had any
professivhal técatment inthe interval, the forearm.as high.as the elbow,
was almast .sensible, and he cotild scarcely feela pinch ora pricking.
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The extensors were quite paralytic, and the.flexors nearly so-—aud he
could not close the tips of the fingers within -an inch.of the palm, nor
make any pressure, wheu trying to'grasp any thing ; whenthe hand was
rronated it hung down. His health was apparently good,.and he did
not suffer from any headache or spinal pain, nor (from his report) did his
.debanches appear tobe followed by any penalty ; he- generally enjoyed
very good health, and had at the time of admission no other complaint,
“but the paralysis: .

He was.ordeted to be galvanized daily, to-have o stimulatidg ‘lini-
ment,.rubbed occnswually on-thie paralysed parts, and‘to-wear a bind-
age aid splint.  Jusn few days the sensibility begai to retarn; and. gra-
dually the muscular power also, and before-the end of January " he ‘had
quite recovered from the paralysis, and was discharged from. the-hospi-
tal at that tinde.  In this case, as weil as that of kelsm. the galvano
puucture was occasionally used; but as sensibility returned, the pain it
caused prevented its conlinuance, its effects-were wost-satisfactory.

Neither of these éases exhibited the depression of spirits r"marked
by Dr: Healy.

That pressure on a nerve for a short time will cause interfuption. to its
function-is familiar to all; and niost persons miust have expericinced the
disagreeablé tingling sensition of the liinh, (termed sleep) arising from
‘this-condition of the nerve~on these occasions, however. we ‘have bit
a very slight indication of a paraiylic state ol tlic Jimb, which soon-
passes off  If we are right in attributing paralysis to.pressure on the
brachial nerves, we inay -nevertheless hesitate to admit that.pressure on
the kand is as likely to-be followed: by the saime evil consequeiice, as
from the very common habit (especially in clildren). of sleeping with
the hand under the head; we sliould-expect a iinch more frequent oc=

-Gurrende:of this-affection if tlils be a sufficient rause. Althouglr it s
remharked that the patients'so affected twere ull apparently in health,
there may have existed some condition of thé nervous system; predis=
‘posing it to'be casily acted on by a pressure; which; on Dther occasions,
might not be atteuded by an- evil effect. The paralysing influence: of
cold; on the-peripheral nerves, is more: frequently observed, and begiitis
fully illustrates the ingenious:reflex theofy of Dr. Marshall Hall: S

“The following case-arising {rom that cause, ocetirred to me at the tinje
tha-foregoing were nnder treatiment == Y

Muleolm Motfison o stone mason, aged 42, a stout healthy muséular
an:of very temperate and steidy: nnbns, had been employed in build-
ing the piers of the Grand ‘Trunk tubular brldge at St Ann’s, in-which
acctipation he was obliged to'have his liands pretty constantly in-thé
water; which at that séadon of the yenr {(October) was very ¢old§ he
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was suddenly scized with paralyeis of the rizht hand and forearm, aiad
in conscgaence was oldiced to mve vpwark. He wasunder medieal
treatnient at Sto Awn's for about five weehs, nod was bhstored, and he
used stimunlating Inaments; but Afindinge B did ot regmuan any power
of his urny, ke came to Monmtreal and apphied tor adimsion mto the
Montreal Gencral Hospatal, where I oroeaved i on the 1sth Now,
I8 2 at which tune the hnd and Grearm were almost guite powerles,
only uvery sheht dewrec of power rennuna m the flexors. e could
not close haus fineers wathin an inch of the paling the Land Lhiung down
powerless when provwted, there was searcely any sensation in the fore-
arm upto the elbow, twnd he barely pvrcm\'ml a smart pinclung; there
wus no ungling or punful sensation, bat soinctivng of a numbiess 5 he
could assign no other cause tor the puralysis than the exposuire to cold
aund wety and no doubt e was very correet an ins views, there bemg uo
indication of derangement of tne general hen'th. Nothiaug further was
done bat the divly app ieation of the galvaue cureent, and vecasivnally
the electro puncture and a stimulating huiment rubbed on the arm
dimly, with support to the wnst 3 his sensanon and musealar power
grudually  d rapidly retnroed, and hie was discharged on the dth Ju-
nuary, 1832, able to rdturn to lus emiployment. Nothing could be
more satisfuctory that the efleet of salvanism i tiwse cases. I was not
aware of the opimiva entertained by Dr Healy of the ¢ speeitie™ intlu-
ence of gulvinsm in cases of partil puralysis of’ the ur, arising from
prressaere, tll after 1 Lad treated those cases. 1 have every reason, how-
cver, to colucide with lus opuens as to ats remarkuble oflicacy, and 1
may add that the benefit unsimg from ats appheation, in the ease winch
originated from cold and wet, was equally manifest.  "Those cases re-
semble very clusely the parudytie condition arising from  the jwison of
Tead to which painters are so lable, and although I have heretolore
been satisfied with the santary power of strychmmne in their treatient ;
1 would however stroeuly recommend gulvanisim to have a trial in those
cases. Althongh the cause of the paralysis was very different in these
cases, the symptoms were precisely alike.

I'may here notice the simultaneous coincidence of so many cases of
S0 rare u character, as somewhat reimurkable,

Paralysis from cold is by no means unfrequent. Withia the last two
vears T have treated three eases ansing from this cause; one of a oy
brought on by Inthing in very cold weather.  The second, u female in
indigent circuustances s she had been expesed to severe cold 5 after she
had been ashort ime warming herself at o stove, she was seized with
a slight momentary apoplectic fit barely sutficient to draw the attention
of thage around her to her state ; she immediately perceived herleftside
hemiplegic. Both those cases got well in a short time,
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The third, that at'a lady residing at a short distance from Montreal,
Who licsz oeeasion ta diive to town on a very melement day, suffered
mach from eold: the nest day she felt ehilly and tronlled with a bowel
complaint s eome <ught loss of power i her limbs which passed ofl, on
thee fodowimer day (whech was also very echlys ol white shie was stil
<utiorme from divreheas she amam drove nto the aity. by which expo-
snre hor howel affeetion was inercased, and <he was taken so il as to be
ohiiaad 1o remain at a tnewd’s house for somie hours,  She rotnrmed home
that evenmng, and next morning she observed she was hemiplegie of the
Yert sides and hier rizht Jee was also shalitly paralytie. She complained
of an neate pun at the eeciput and npper eervieal vertebrie ;) especially
on ey noton of the head, to remove whieh, slie was lecehed _tud blis-
tersl. The parslysis extended to the night arm, and she had scarcely
any power of cither sude, and had alvo nearly tost all sensation.  In ad-
ditton 10 the Joeal treatment, she tock enlomel er. nj. three times aday
for several hivs, In a week, her compluint had so far yielded to the
treatment, that she had revovered in a great measure the power nnd sen-
sation of fier right arm, and partially ot her richt lee; and a slight im-
provement wus observed in the left side. Unfortunately erysipelns of
severe character attackad the blistered surtiee, and involved the mucous
mewbrane of the iruces and throat, which cairied her ofl’ in auout a
furtnight.

In speaking favorably of the therapeutie power of electricity, and the
stili more cnergetic action of electro puncture. in loeal paralysis, I would
by no means desire to snpersede or exclude the use of strychnine, espe-
cially in cases of ehrome general paralysis, but 1do not set such high
value on it, in the local form. I do not, however,sce that their combin-
cd action vrould be at all incowmpatible, nor should I overlook the valua-
ble (and almost universally requisite) administration of mercury in these
cases; my okject ou the present occasion being to record rare cases, and
the successful application of galvanism, 1 hive not particularized, in a
detailed manncr, their treatment.

ART. XXXVIII.—Case of Extra Uterine Pregnancy, with remarks By
‘W. Marspry, M.D., Governor of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Lower Canada, &e.,

The subject of the following case was under the treatment of several
medical gentlemen at different periods of her pregnancy, all of whom
were equally perplexed in their diagnosis, until its termination ; a short
time previous to which she became the patient of the late Dr. J. B.Blais,
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asusted hy Dr. Sequm. To the Iatter centleman. as well as to the -
tient hereelfl T arandebted for the history and details of her ease.

Madan.e B—-—--.a handsome, intelligent, nnd hively brunette, now
agrd thirty fonr venre of the Parch of Beanport, n the Distriet of (ne-
bee, is the mother o two ehitteon, and woeattaeked with mormoe ack-
ness, in Jaanery 1SS havine ceased 1o mendtronte between five and
siIX wer ks previondve Onoa Satarday atternoon, about the seventh week
of preguanev. e 1 throneh actrap door, by whieh one leg was arrest-
edin the Nl and xterded at naht anebes from her lody, eansine eon-
stderable pain and uneasness, whiel, hovoover, soen passad it and she
continned to attend to her damestic affar< and went ta ehinreh on the
following day. Smdaye On Mondav, n the course of the mornine, se-
vere It runthng, cuttimg and kinemating pamson the abdomen, e meon,
and she voas chhired to go to bed, to wineb <he was confined 1or feur or
five days, and dming that pericd, warm applicinons, ponltices, &c. were
used 5 and reculted moaomere shew! tor a moment. Fram this peniad,
nuntil the expulaon of the futus, wineh occurrcd i the thirtee nth month
of pregnancy. she was troubled witiv constipation. which beeame more
obstinate and intractable as ime advanced.  She alo suffered eatreme
pain in the lembar reqion. She expected fo be dehvered about the be-
ginning of September, at wlich time, true to her reckoning, labour pains
came on, and the midwits whe had attended her on two previous veca-
sions, was snnunoned to her aid. ‘Three days of active labour followed,
accompanied by regnlar expulsive pains, and she felt the movements of
the feetns didtinetiyv all the tune, when all action and movement sudden-
ly ceased, and <he felt adead weight (in her own words), rather hehind
and to the right side.  Vomiting now setin and continned daily, of fetid
green or blocish elayey looking matter, which was sometimes also
grev and ashey looking, and sometimes black: bat, always very offen-
sive to the smell. From the last period referred to, inti] the middle of
Dec.. she wus under the care of several medical practitioners. whose
treatnient, besides general frentment, consis'ed ina great measure of hot
poultices, sinapisms and blisters. Frowm September, when the fabour pains
ceased, until the termination of the case, the ulvine cvacuations were
of the most offensive character.

The treatment of Dr. Blais, up to the 21st December, offers nothing
new or worthy of remuark, and had resulted in no clear diagnosis, and it
is therefore needless to detail it. At this ume, however, Macame
B , who seemed to be stuking, inasted as she had done before,
that “ the cluld was 1 the back pussage.” A curefol examivation by
external m.nipulation, and par vaginam took place, which is thus de-
scnibed by Dr. S,
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The abdomen wus large and distended, and lad a hard lumpy feel
low cowa on the right side. On the left it was soft, and felt empty.
On examining par vaginam, fourd the os nteri low down, and the cervix
uteri long and soft.  On pussing the fingers vp behind the cervix uter,
two oblong hard bodics could be teit,lying in 2 transverse direction, high
up i thf- rectumn.

Dec. 22, High fever, vomiting, skin bot uud dry, pubse hard, wiry and
f'requent. Crdered copious enemas, which were administered. On the
23rd, the right foot of a child came away with oae of them. DPains in
the loins internse.  On examination per vaginam, tound that the hard
bodies befure alluded to had disapyeared, and found iu the situation they
had oceupied, ¢ une bosse molle,” a soft bump or swelling.

On the 24th, finding the patient in an apparently sinking state, eyes
protruding, fixed and glassy, : ins nsible and iimmoveable, we resolved
to explore the rectum.  Having difated it carefully, Dr. B. introduced
the right hand, and passing it far ap the rectmn, while T assisted in di-
lating and protecting the parts, lie tit and secured the foot and legs of
a firtus, and by careful traction reimnoved a female child eighteen inches
long, perfectly  formed. and ouly slightly  decomposed about the
head, right leg and left artn, Ordered emoilient injections of mallows,
&e. On the 25th and 26th in%nmil»ilily coutinued.  On the 27th, how-
ever, consciousness returned, patient complained of a tearing and cutting
pain on the left side of the anus.  On introdueing a finger into the vagi-
na, found o large body which felt like an abscess.  Introduced the ca-
theter, and to vur great surprise, drew off upwards of fonr quarts of heal-
thy pus.  On the 28th and 29th, cumollient poultices to the abdomen and
enenas continned, On the 30th, finding that the tearing pains continu-
ed, introdueed the hand into the rectum, and extracted with some diffi-
culty the two parictal bones, which were large and hard, and not at all
injured, but durk colonred.

From this tume, until the 15th of Jannnry, 1849, she continued to mend,
having no unfuvorable symptom, with the excey tion of retention of urine
on two vecasions, when upwards of three quarts were drawn ofl by the
catheter,  Her convaleseenes was regulur und progressive, the only re-
markuble fonture being extreme wenkness of the legs, almost amount-
ing to paralysis.  Nho iy now in perfect health, active and cheerful.
Catameniir rogular und nbaudant, and enjoys sexunl entercourse, Feels
as well as sho did before her illness,

HKEMARKS,

The furagoing cass presonts sume leaturesof intercat, being one of the
rarost of thoso rare deviations frum nature's established laws. Extea
utering pregnancy, we have reason to suppose, wns unknown to the anei«
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ents previous to Aibucasis, (@) who relates the history of a case, that was
evacuated through the umbilicus.

Several modern writers have treated this subject at greater or.less
length, but Campbell (4) seems to have devoted more time and atten-
tion to the investication of the history and statisties of this department of
science, than any other that I have met with, and has colleeted the
largest number oi cases and facts.

Iuxtra uterine pregnaney, is divided by modern writers into three, four
or five varieties; but the earlierauthors as Smellie, ( ¢) merely mention
the fact, that Feetuses and Embois have been actually found in the cavi-
ty of the tube and abdomen, without any marks of cxclusion from the
uterus ; whereas, IIamilton (@) only mentions the ‘¢ventral conception,”
and Burns (‘e) describes the seat of conception alone, without any dis-
tinct system of classification.

Dr. Granville (f) first, and Ramsbotham (g ) more recently, have divi-
ded these cases into four varieties, and their arrangement is I think the
best,as therc is no case of extra nterine gestation, that is not refermble to
one of their varieties.  Churchill (&) makes only three, the ovarian, the
tubal, and the interstitial ; and to this, Dr. Campbell (Z) addsanother,
which he calls, ovario-tubal, but which is only 2 conipound of the other
two; Drs. Granville and Ramsbotham, and Dr. Valentin (A) in his in-
comparable work on Physiology, describe the ovarian, tubal, abdominal,
and terstitial, of which Iatter, Dr. G— who had previously given only
three varietivs, says “ it iy, therefore, impossible to deny the existence of
another distinet species of pregnaney, extri-tnuros uteri, in which the
fatus is lodged sunong the iterstitinl elements of that viscus, and has no
communication whatever, cither with the eavity of iton the one side, or
the cuvity of the abdomen on the other 5 nnless nleceration or luceration
toke place.”

Much ns I ndmire simplicity and brevity, I prefer these divisions to
Churelnll’s, in as much as the aldominal varicty, ia distinet and ennnot
properly be referved to any of hix divisions,  Interstitinly does not em-
brace the abdominul variety, nlthough it may all others not comprehended

i

(n) Liber 11 Seet, XN

(b) Campbell's Menwir on Foxtra<Urerine Pregnaney ; Fainburgh, 1840,

(c) Outhnes of Mudwidery by A, Hanalton 3 Bih Fainon ;) Fambugh, 180,

(1) Burn's Principles of .\lufwui‘ry; London, 1804,

() Bimellie's ‘Treutine on the theory and practice of Midwifery; London, 1752,

(7) Granville's Graphie Hinstrations,

(g) Ramsbotham's Prneiples und Practics of Obstetrie Medicine 3 3th American Fal,
A) Churchiil's Mudwilery ; Sed American Fal., p. 108, :
i) Memair on ExtrasUterine Pregnancy; Fdiubuigh, 1810,

k) 'Voxt Book of l'hy-inhq‘y. hy Dr. (. Valentin, tnnslated from the German by V',
‘HMM. D“l Dv; in ll"nl‘ﬂn b o s 2.
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in the ovaran or tubal. The aldlominal is not the result of interstitiul
deposit or 1earse, bt asattnbuted to the fact, (7) that the fimbria of
the tallopian tnbes, fiail to orasp the ovary at the imstant the ovim is ex-
pelfed. Henveo th's talls anto the alwiemmal eavicey, and <inks to ots
deer st part, between the ntems and reetnm, ta underco its further de-
velopment. Inthe ense of the intersbtmd or panetal varety, (which ure
synonymons terms), the oval hag beon impreenated and conveyed into
the nterns, whorens, in the abdanunal vapety 1t has never reachied that
cavity.,

The interdtitinl or parietal variety is by fur the maost rare, and has ounly
been known to exist very reeently. Ramsbotham says we are indebted
to Sehmidt of Vienna, (anne 1801), for the first detailed account of this
particular specics, published in the first volume of the memoirs of the J ose-
phine Academy. Up to the year 1844, the history of only 15 cases of pa-
rietal extra-uterine pregnancy are recorded. Since that time a few cases
have been added to them, and ithas fallen to my lot to see two of the sub-
jects of these cases.  The one was Mad. B—s, of St. Gregoire, which
was reported by Dr. W AL Gilmor () of Three Rivers, in which the
entire skeleton of a small fietus was expelled piecemeal from the anus,
in the second vear of her pregnancy, which skeleton she has retained ;
and the other 1s Madame B——"s casc, the subjeet of the present arti-
cle. The faetus, which is in excellent preservation, is in my possession.
Of this variety, cases are published (2 in which very fetid matter, to-
gether with putrid flesh, bones and coagula are diselrarged by the rec-
tuny, vagina, or bladder, but I have only met with one case in which
the child was expelled in so perfect a state from the rectum, as in the
present case, where recovery took place—the case of Mr. Gifford, (6)
in which the child was expelled eatire and undecomposed by the anus.

A highly irteresting case of interstitial extri-uterine {atation compli-
cated with stone in the hladder, is narrated by D. Ross Leiteh, M.D., of
Leamington, €pa. (p) 'The subject was of dissipated habits, and im-
paired constitution, and was admi*ted into the house for the purpose of
being prepared for the operstion for stone in the bladder, but died before
the operation.  In this singular case the nucleus of the stone was formed
by onc of the bones of the fietuts that had peuctrated the walls of the blad-
der.  On sawing throngh the stone which was of “triple phosphate, this
fact beeame evident by the tibia being embedded 1 the stone,

(1) Valentin Ut Supra.

(m) 1st volume, 1st Ed., Montreal Medical Gazette.

(n) Burn's Midwifery; Lendon, 1809, p. 131

(o) Phil. Trans,; vol XXXVI., n, 435.

(p) Edinburgh Monthly Journal of Med. Science for Feby., 1813. p. 106.
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Gt the fonr varictios of extea-uterine gestation, the tuial is by far the
st frequent, as well as the most futal, the alvlominal the least fatad,
und the interstitiz1 the most rare (g ).

The duration of extru-ulerine pregoancy wiil depend upon its sitva-
tion; thns, if it lie in the fullopian tube, it rerely lasts beyond two
monthy, Wicreas ovarian pregoancey will fast tive or six months; on the
other hand iu ventral pregnancy, the fwetas witl uot only be earried to
the full ferm bt fer beyond that period, ssounting to several years,
Dr Camphell gives the following aceomnt of seveniv-five cuses. 1t was
retained three months in two instences, four in one, five in one, nine in
two, fitleen in three. sixteen in two, seventeen in two, and eighteen
months in seven ; one year in five, two in cight, three in geven, four in
four, five in one,six in two, seven an three, nive in one, len i three,
eleven in two, thurteen in one, forrteen in two, sixteen in one, iwenty-
one in one, twenty-two in one, twenty=six in two, twenty-cight in one,
thirty-one in one, thirty-two in one, thirty-theee in oune, thirty-five in
two, furty-cight i one, fifty 1n one, fiftv-two in one, fifty-five in one,
and fifty-six years in one.

The probable causes of extra-nterine pregnancy are varions nnd at
least are but conjeetural, Among the most hkely, however, are ariginal
conformation ecensionally, pathologieal ehanges, and necidental oceur-
rences,  To the latter of these eanses T am disposed 1o attnbute the
case now urder consideration, viz., to the fall tirongh the trap door, in
the seventh week of pregnancy when the fatus wag doubtless within
the uterus,

Anatomical conformation is supposed o favonr tubul or parict:] extra-
utcrine anpregnution,  But almost nll the enses on record have ocenrred
to women who had previously borne i tonily 5 nnd it is presumed if such
a shopo of the uterus disposed it that it wonld be more frequently
met with in first preguuncies,

Anmong the aceidenta) oeenrrepecs, wmentnl agitation an the part of
the woman while in the enjoyment of the conjopal embruee is not in-
probmblo, un enses nre recorded in which thid irregularity hos followed a
shuek er surprise received in coitn,  The fuet 1hnt o lnrge relative propore
tion of wnmurried fenndow have been the sabjeets of this compluint favors
the opinion,  Cunplei! says () thut “ont of filtcen enses five wero
uwmnarried fomules,” ecrtianly o urge proportion, nnd Burdoeh (x) says,
“auch persons nre more liable to be willicted with eatra-uterine gesta-
tions than women of regulae habits and stendy clinencter,

(9) Rigby, Lib. of Med,, vol, VI, p. 71,
(r) Memare, p, 108,
() Phyaiologie, 1radait de ' Aliemand pur Jourdoin, 1N vol, T1 p 13,
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The proportion of women who coneemive and bear ehnlidren after those
prearancics i pat great, but Chureinll states that (7) mie women con-
ceved once dnrine the retcution of the extr-utenne fatus ; twotwice:
one three thmes : one four times @ one six times : and one seven times.

The subyeet of the forcgoine case has three sisters married ; one older
than herselt and two yonnger, who have respectively, seven, five, and
cight children.  From the present stafe «¢ hienjth | know no cause why
Madame B r should not concewve and bear acnin, although 1 have
met with no case on re~ord in which the subject of an interstitial extra-
ntene pregnancy has borne asmn atter the expulsion of the extra-
uterme tartos.

Cases like the present prove how beautifully nature adapts herself to
exizencies, and how poweriu! are her means of overcoming dangers
that we snounld at the first view be disposed to look upen as insuperable.

Quebec. 21st April. 1835.

ART. XXXIX.—Rupture of the Uterus. without Pelric Deformity, at the
commenci ment of Labor— Casarian Operation— Death. By HamweT
Hive, M.R.C.S.L,, Ottawa City.

The following case, being probably the last extant, showing what
valne to place on the “ Casarian Section” in uteriue lesions necessitating
it, will be read with pain{ul 1nterest by Obstetric practitioners :—

Mrs. K-——, et 32, of lymphatic temperament, Joose fibre,and delicate
appcarance, bhut always enjoying good health, was cnceinte for the
seventh time; hitherto her labors had been perfectly natural, and of
ordinary severity, (twice she had given birth to twins). On the morn-
ing of December 21, at 3 o'clock, she was suddenly seized with most
severe labor pains, and about 4 1 was at her bedside ; on conversing with
her, she s2id at that t:me she felt but Jittle pain, but that when she dis-
turbed her hushand, she had feared the child would have been born
befure his return fLom my house, distant about one mile, of such extra-
orfiLury severty was the commencement of her labor, but that ever
since, she had been, comparatively speaking, almest f.ce {rom any; re-
verting to her former parturitions, 1 rcealled to her the fact of their
being a little tedious,—perhaps I frightened the paius away; at all
events we would await the arrival of a female {riend, who would
arrange her bed, &c., before doing avything. 1 sat about half an hour
at her bedside, during which tinie nothing like !abor paiu wras observed,

(t) Ut fopra, p. 173,
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bat it struck me as rather (xtraosdinary that she was <o much colder
taan femaies i hor conrhion nsually are, the only explanat.on T conld
ginve of ths, nnsatisfactory o<t arpoarad, was to adtnbnte it to the wea-
ther, whineh was prctty soveres O arnival of ber fnend, T went into an
adpnnine room, o that she conld have her bed, &eo, properly armaneed,
Where Dcd adoopyprobably T owas there ball aa hour bofore bone
sumtoncd to the paticnt, s nost Fave Toon about 5, AL on ries-
tioniog derothere was sl wo mere app catance of avy recular libor
pans, bat considerable jactitation, and seie uncasiness eheut the front
ol the belly, which was not hard gencrally, norof” the size which we
should expect witho g female, who horsclf considirod she was obont to
give Inrtir to triplets, as she had jecosdly ssud. ] now miade a vaginal
exumination, bluwd was isstine, but ne imcmbrancus poueh, lax, or dis-
tended could be (1, or any relaxationor didatation of the os uters, every-
thing was soft 1 tha Jdorection, except thut the hend of a elnld centd he
felt throueh the parieties of the uterus at the upper part of the vagina.
I must confess 1 thoneht it extremely strange,  Iowever, m ctorts
towarm her with hot bricks and bottles, and i persuasive requests to
take a hitle broudy and water occasionally, wlneh, by the way, was re-
peatedly vornited 5 perhaps a sccond halt-hour elapsed before I made
another exammation per vaghiam, at this ime § apphed my left hand
on the nuked abdomen to see 1t any auxiliary effort weanld induce pro-
tusion of the membranes, it fuled in doing so, but. the attemjt sent a
chull of horror through my frame, for to the left of the umbilicus T dis-
tictly felt someunng that appeared Lke the knuckle of a persons finger,
sticking up at nght angles to the abdomiual paricties; in an instant the
hornble truth flashed weross me that the uterus hud given way at the
very first onsct of Tabor, aid that the projecting <olmance was either an
clbow or knee of the infunt expdlicd mto the

cavity of the abdomen.
On questionivg heras to the exaiddener of this

Lreaniurity previons to
the accession of sabor, and ascertinnine that she was swe it never had
existed before, I mude known to her husbuand 1 cntcrvined the greatest
alann for her safety, and requested him to eall i Dr, Sewell. On his
arrival he confirmed my dinguosis; reaction had come on at this time,
some color appeared 1 the face, and the prlse was much steadicr and
firmer than it had becwn, but st 11 the sine ubsence of any labor pains.
Her awful situation was communicatcd to the husband without uny re-
serve; he ipsisted that nothing should be left undone to save her,and at
his urgent request I reluctantly undertook to remove the fetus by the
Cesarian Section. At 8 o’clock was admiustered 80 drops of lnudanum,
and at 10 I performed the operation, assisted by Drs. Sewell und Grant;
if ever the hlessings of chloroform could be fully realized, it would be in
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the performance of this direful vivisection, which ix thereby divested of
three-fourths of muueh that is so dreadful. snd from which the hand of
the operator shrink< with intensive horror. Never have I witnessed
the more perfect action of the Angsthetic. not a sizh or a gruan escaped
tiie patipnt's lips, and when she awoke to the reality afier the perform-
ance of the operation which occupicd but a short tuve, cmotions of
gratitnde wore among the tirst indientions of returning consciousness.
On arnving ot the abdommnal eavity, throneh the linen alba, the infant

s found with ats head and Shoulders i the left shae fossn, with the
elbow answering to the anaular projection that bad teo truly pointed ont
the nature of the case. the placenta was hving in the right iiac fossa, as
it wus detached from uterus, und most jrobably beenme so at the mo-
ment of the birth of the ehild into the alidomens it is almost needless
to observe the child was dead, althoneh the placental soutlle was to be
heard on the right side, whicli tuet fully acrees with the opinion recorded
by some Obstetric writers, that it oceasionuhy exists afier the expnlsion
of the plucenta, and consequently leaves the explanation ¢f the ¢ soufle”
ior future Obstetric investigation. The clnld aud placenta were re-
move with as httle violcnee as possible, as also some few ciots of blood,
the ntcms boing perteetly contracted 5 the wound was brought together
very nicely by means of the qulled suture, and the patient removed to
bed., a1 wetted loth applied on the abdumen, and Jarge doses of opium
administered ot repeated intervals,  She was comfortable all day, slept
much, und passed w voery foir night.

Pec. 22.—Some siight distension of the abdomen, but little pain or
uneasiness, soime tierst, connteoonee good, the pulse was becoming
rather excited, hiad passed urme, but ne ‘achial discharge, the opium was
continued 3 at night the countenance was becoming anxions, more
abdominal distension and fenderness, some weeping from the womb,
puise had a jerking eharacter, about 125, she was bled to wbout 16 oz.,
and culowel was now added to the vpiun,

Dec. 23.—Countenance much changed, frequent delirium, bowels
very louse, abdonnnal distension on the werease, but not the pain; at 9
oclock, LML she Lreathed hier Jnst, without the supervention of more
acute symptos thun those detailed, having survived the operation 59
hoars or thereubonts, A post mortenr exannnation took pluce 14 hours
after death 5 there was ttle if any attempt ot von in the edges of the
wound, and ulso au almost entire abeence of mflammation in the peri-
toncal cavity ; the uterus, which was about 6 inches long by four in
breadth, exhibited a frightful chasm on its left side, extending from the
fundus nearly into the os, on the opposite side a rupture of structure was
observed to a slight exteat, exhibiting the commencement of a solufion
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of continwuty 1 that direction also, winich was, however. arreste:r by the
violence being expended i the spposite sude 5 the sabstance of the uterus
appeared healthy, but the thinuest part was very visibly that which had
Ziven wav.,

REMsRas.—1 lovk upon thie above case as unigue, inasmuch as the
giving away of the utenne parictics ocenrred at the © commencement” of
Tabor, and, morecver.wirh a taliy developed pelvs. Toocommon with
other Obstetne aud genersl practifuners, iny practical experience of this
direful and Ltal fesion as not extensive, the priceding mstanee being
but the second case T have witnessed 5 5n both instanees the lesion had
taken place before my aroval with the paticntscand ‘n the ease to which
1 will prescutly adlude, the woman covld bave boonsaved Ly the timely
use of wetrumends, but not su in the case of Mrs Koand althoough the ulti-
mate restults were the same an both apstances, pamely death, yet the
Tesion itself happoned under fite different circnmstinees, imasmuch as in
the cuse nnder consideration the uterns gave way 1 ts substanee from
non relaxation and difatation of the oz, liere the nterus was distinetly at
fanlt, whilst in the other case | attedute the fault not directly to the
uterus, but to the disproportionate size of livtos and pelvis, for although
the lutter was well sond fully denmed, vet the fetus was o very large
size, waghmg over twolve pounds, mud coudid ot Le jropadled through
the pelvis, short o s oxpuisive cllut, which posiively compronnsed
the nategri |, of the uterus ttselt,and so put an cllectual stop to the pro-
gress of paruntion. P he faets are briefly s wliowsi—the woman
way i her foarth or dive preananey,and had been seized indlaber durimg
the evening, a nnd-wite was called 1o her, and she had expeeted the
momentary birth of' the Juld, as the head was descendime at every pain,
wluch was severe heyond mcusure, to her astonishnent about midnight
the expulsive pruns erased suddenly, vonuting set in with great restless-
ness and Jactitation, and wo more proeress touk place. T was ealled to
herabont 5, A fonud Ler sitting tn o chadr, entively free from any
Jubor pains, but with roch arrtability of stomech, rapid pulse, ge-
veral restlessness uud anxiety of countenance, with worrying pains ull
over the nbdomen 3 onan exnmination I fotind the pelvis well formed,
the head in the normal position, pretty low down i the pelvis, with
occipital ttunour from long continued pressure, but there was an entire
wiant of action in tne nterus; I Jovked upen it as a cuse where the
nterus had become tired out from jong action, and that stimulation by
Ergot of Rye would svon re establish it, und that the labor would ter-
minate n the natural way ; the Ergot was repeatedly vomited, and still
no action wes induced, every other symptom was in staly qun; the
woman was perfeetly certmn the clnld was dead, and 1, therefore, re-
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soived 1o hasten delivery wiih the ferceps, which I accomplished with
extreme difficulty, having been coinpelled to tie a rope to the handles of
the instrument, so that the husband of the unfurtanate patient could
assist me in making traction ou the child, which was at last brought
into the world ; it had evidently beeu dead some hours,and weighed, as
I have stated, mere than 12 Ibs.; after waitinga reasonable time for lhe'
extraction of the placenta,and trying the usual methods without success,
I introduced mi’ hand :to the uteras, when the fatal truth was imme-
diately revealed, a bunch of intestines met my hand, and- prosecuting
my search after the plucenta, it was found with large coegula in the
cavity of the peritonem. The pains and uneasiness continued, I left her
with large doses of opinm to take at intervals,and returned home, having
notified the friends of her position. She died after three days, I believe,
of acute peritonitis ; no post mortem took place. I have little doubt but
that the early use of the forceps wonld have saved this woman’s life
most assuredly,” for the force of the uterus being insufficient to propel

*If I recollect rightly Dr. F. Rambotham lays it dewn as a kind of Obstetric axiom
that 36 hours should be allowed to elapse from the commencement of labor ere the forceps
should be resorted to; now with all respeet 1o that gentleman (to whom T am indebted
for much of my 0b~tetnc acquirements, having been a pupil of his some years ago at the
London Hospital) I must beg to differ with him, as also on another point, namely, as to
the position which is alone favorable to the use ot the fuiceps, and that is, that until an ear:
be felt the turceps is unjustifiable, 1 bave used this instrument frequeatly and I never on
one occasion was able to teel an ear, and, therefore, cannot help thinking that if the head
were so low down in the pelvis as to allow a tactile examination of lhat organ, that but.
little necessity could exist for its employment at all ; that 18 my opiuion, !he result of my.
own experience and observation. Then, us 10 time. | do not think any man'can lay down
precise rules on that ground ; I bave brought living children into the world with the
forceps after three hours labor, and [ Lave brought dead chiidren after thirty or thirty-six
hours, and the result of my own experience tends to the early use of that instrument, in
frequently saving the life of the infant, and almost invariably relieving the mother from
protracted suffering, that might, doubtless, without the use of instruments, but much sooner
with.  lu making so bold an assertion I ain aware I shall expose myself to the severe
criticisms of many Obstetric practitioners, as inculcaling erroneous principles whlch may:
be of injurious consequences to young practitioners, but I wish it to be dlstmctly under-
stood that I by no meauns sanction or advocate the rash and indiscreet use of i instruments,—
the aphorism of Denman is replete with good sense % meddlesome midwifery is b.d,” bntj
I think that practitoners have oceasionally carried it a little two far; possibly' Dr R.
amongst the rest.  While on this subject [ would record my dissent’to the use of chloro~
form . ansirumentul wndwilery ; regarding as | do the slight pain attending the proper
forceps #s highly conservative in its edects ; for its p'oper application is almost a painless
operation, uud therefore if the reverse is the case the manipulator may assure himself that
something is wrong, for the knowledge of which unneccary pain in bis most certain guide,
and a most valuable beacon becomnes lost to him, if such susceptibility be destroyed by the
empluyment ot Chloroform. Tuis much Tintended soleiy to spply to the application of the
instrument after it is tn position. 4nd when the work ol extraction is to be proceeded with,
u discretional use of the uneesthetic mav be justifiable.
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the utant throngh the pelvie straits, beeame expended on atseld,
and o solution of continwty tovk place.  Diffienlt as was the task of
extraction, unaided by uterme etlort, it wonld have heen comparatively
casy of execution assisted by such powerful contractions as wre taking
place previens v the ropture.

The squestion, thea, naturally presenting atself ds, if the Cesarian
operation s Justitiuble, wied uuder what circumstances.  Chaidly, the
prpil of il Dubas, sets down the mortality as five out of six cases
Dr. Charclull gives the wortality as 1in 245 the anthor of the « London
Practce of Mdwitery,” publinhed in 1823, states that in England “all
the paticuts hove died, there s vot asingle instance of recovery,” yet
the samce autherity quotes three .ostances where the life of the mother
was prescrved under the most untaverable and least scientific circum-
stanees.  The first cuse 1s that of 2 woman in Holland, operated on by
her husband, who was o sow-gelder by professon 5 she recovered, be-
came pregnant aguain, and having declined again to submiv to such u
trinmph of art, was ultimately safely delivered without his interference,
to say the least ofit, the operation in this cuse must have been unne-
cessary.  The s coud cuse occurred at Rotterdam, here the operator was
an infuriated ox, who baotted the undurtunate woman and gered her so
dreadfully that the child escaped through the wound.  An accident of
ave ysinilar nature, hkewise termivuting favorably, oceurred in Cor-
dova in Span ; with these and other precedents betore us, sonwe having
weenrred ju the Unated States, we must aliovr that the operation is justi-
tinble, and 1 1ts performance requires in such a case as I have related
bhut hitle nicety of judgment in deciding between certain death and
pussebic Life. Not su, however, where the pelvis is so deforined and con-
tracted that @ hvig ¢ld cannot be born, m which deliveranee the
choiee between destruchon of the chuld and the Cwsarian Section lias
heen proposed 5 the weight of authority s against the latter, such cases
are, and will be, however, of less frequent ocenrrence swee the practice
of inducing prematnre lubor hes been introdaced. Much more might
be adduced 1 relation to this very interesting toyue, but this paper has
alrcady fur exceeded my onginal mtentions.

Ottawa City, April, 1535,
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REVIEWS AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES.

XL.~—ZDiror of prsetion. hemg a dis~ussion on ihe nltre-uterine policy of
the Ameriean Medicul Associntion. By Professm Miro, Nach-
ville: WU F. Bang & Co.. pp. 41,

This document is a strange, o passiug strauge, one. It 18 <o marvel-
tously ultra-conuuon as to be entirely beyvoud the range of our under-
standina.  Itis wntten by au Americin Professor who 1s not familiar to
us, as he preiers a fictitions to s own name, and choeses to sail under false
rather thaa true colors.  We would wich he were more bold and less
secretive. A wood cut forms a frontispiece to the production, and for
mgenuity of device perhaps conld not have been exceeded by any scholar
of refined mind and cultivated taste. It represents a man in the stoop-
ing posture, with lus hed between his thighs, and the tail of his frock-
coat thrown over his buck, s2 us to display in buld reliet the nether ex-
tremity. The auther farther exposes his polished wit by subseribing
under this pueture the words © North A neriean Rearview.™  The point,
if there be anv.is intended, we presnme, to lay in the last word, which
15 the sp Hing accordme to the pronunnciation by uneduecated down
Easters of the English exprossion 7er70ov. Perhnps, judging from the
glances we have given the text, for we have spared ourselves the inflic-
tion of a thorough pernsal—perha,~ we say the author Jesigned this
pamphlet as o rejomnder to certain remarks of the Nashville Medieal
Journal in depreciation of the American Mediea! Association—which
from only concerning onr friends on the other s«de of the line 45, we
Canadian= 1eed not busy ourselves with.  Atany rate Professor Bowling
seems to have shaken np the choler of Milo (o o terrible sta'e of froth,
and the latter in turn s exeeedingly course and abusive to the former.
Professor B., who is co-Editor of one of our most valned exchanges, pos-
sesses, Wi are stre, tou niuch pood sense to notice sueh effluvia and too
much self-regarl to lie comtaminat. . by their contaet.  The text of the
Error of position is fearfully mtersperse . with seraps of poetey—no less
than three distinet ones being crowded 1nto one prure.—We are surprised
that we have not, after nil tlus, been fiavored with an original stave or
two, fur the least to be expected frota so much dipping into the muse
offerings was an wcidental ejaculation of inspiration. In conclusion we
would observe that we shall bs happy to make any of our readers in
need of entertainment a present of the afareraid document.
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XLYI.—Dr. Arnoll's letter to J. E. McDonald, M.D., of Kentucky, and
ks answer, also, a review of an article published by Professor
Eve.upon Dr. Junuary, wn the Nashville Medieal Journsl. By
Professor Puico: Nushville, W. F. Bang.

Our friends in Nashvilie, actuated by commendabie fielings of atten-
tion, have also forwarded us another controversial pawmplilet with the
above superscription ; of course we thank them for tins dostinguished
mark, and no doubt we are (xpected to show our obhmtions ina cn-
tigne. Iut far from us be such an enjovment for cur Jeisure moments.
For of many reasons why we shonld thus dechne, let one sniiler, and it
is, that we neither know nor eare anything abont the personal disugree-
ments treated of, and that neither Dre. Arnold nor Dr. MeDonald, so fur
as We canascertain, have any profe ssionul reputation beyond the spot
of earth wherein they dwell, but by whose indwellers they may never-
theless properly be esteenmed as inestimable blessings.  Profissor Philo
has placed upon his title page three Seripturid quotatiors whicli in writ-
ings such as his form a new and striking featnre and seew very much out
of place.

XLII.—Anniversary Discowrse before the New York Academy of Me-
dicine. By John H. Griscoin, M.D. New York, 1835.

This discour«: was delivercd m Clinton Hall during the month of Ne-
vember of last year, aud has been published by order of the Academy.
Its churacter Like snnilar ovatious tends to Jdiscursivencss. It is written
ma flowing and elegant style. and being free of the sins of prolixity and
of disjunctiveucss, may be read without fatigue or wearisomeness, The
concluding portion is chicfly taken up about matters ol lygeine and
eontains nuny very sensible remarks and Judicious oliservations, wiieh
for public improvement might profitubly be engraved on some tablet
made of material as lasting as brass, aud placed m the highway or com-
wons, 30 that each who passed by might read aud come away a wiser
and a better person.

XLIN.—Address of the Hon. Dr. Rolph, delivered befure the Faculty
and Students of Medicine, of the University of Victoria Colleze,
Toronto. 1854-5. Toronto, T. H. Bentley. 1855,

The Medical department of the University of Victoria College is con-
stituted, as most of our readers are awure, by the Toronto School of Me-
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dicine, which had previonsly been incorporated by Act of Parliament.
This Iitter fustitution will perhaps be most readily recognised under its
familiar soubniyuet of « Rolph's School” inaswueh as in its disjointed
existence it was well known. We pereeive that now its faculty consists
of five Profes<ors and a demoustrator. - We suppese when practicable, the
highly unportant chairs at prescni anoccupred wall he filled up; for
surely no scheol claimine any degree of utility ean be adapted for
the 1nstruetion cf the Medieal Student, in winch sach very eseential
brunches are untansht as chewistry, institutes of medic'ne and nediea:
yurisprudenc . A further deficiency is in the want of a Professorship of
cither clinical medicine or surgery.  Thes2 should be remedied as
carly as possilile, us the character of a schos! often depends for its re-
putation upon the possession of practical teachersard theirability., The «
above address was delivered in the carly part of the past session, to the
students and others of the collere.  Subsequently a mecting of the class
was called, and in reply to their proficred request, the Hon. Dr. R. pre-
sented his mannsenipt for publicntion. It tukes a sortof coup d'eil ot the
most prominent facts in animal and vegetable physiology, and no doubt
highly del.ghted the admiring tyros.

XLIV.—Catalogue of the Faciity and Students of the Medical College
of the Stute of South Carolina. Session, 1854-5. Charleston
James, Willizms and Gitsingten,  1835.

The totul nuuber of students in attendance at thus routhern cmporium
of medicine was 149, As the publication before us merely gives the
names, *esidences and teachers of the students. we canuot say whether
the exp nence of the past coutrusts fuvourably or unfavorably with that
of previous winters.

XLV.—-Annual announcement of Lectures. University of New York,
Medical Department. Scssion, 1853-56, with catalogue of Stu-
dents and graduates

The announcement exhibits ernsiderable activity on the part of the

Medical Faculty of New York University. During the 13 years of its

existence it has turned out yearly n average of 107 graduates, Now

from the statistics of the last session, it would appesr that proportion-
ately this was then something more than onc out of every three of the
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students wlo attended. Could it, without an official statement be really
credited that a university graduated one-third its cluss in a single ses-
sion. Although we have spent several years in college matters, we con-
fess to an iability to account for this whelesale manufacturmg of doc-
tors, and we cannot even arrive at a surmise as to how such an extrior-
dinsrily great number, in a relative point of view, should thus receive
the summos honores.  We should faney this premature delivery plan
is not to Le exceeded elsewhere. Verldy, the inducements are great;
and we have no hesitation 1n saving to students—if you wish to pass—
if you only want the parchment M.D.. go to the New York University,
as there the chuances are on the first <cssion only two out of three against
your succeeding—in the sceond, the balunce 1s ubout equal, and in the

Jthird, you are sure of your ol ject, or clse there 18 no truth 1a figures—
and in figures, too of the T'aenlty’s own marking down.

XLVI.—Nineteenth Annual Report of the Munagers of the New York
Institution fur the Blind, to the Legislature of the State.  January
1855, Tor the preceding year. New York: J. Egbert.

From the above repert v'e make the following quotation, illustrative
of the character and progress of the institution.  * The institution, they
are glad to be able to state, shows every year un increasing usefulness.
Its system of instruction, mechanical and mental, has now Leen tested
by long experience, and its pupils scattered through the state, manifest,
by their industry ard intelligence, the benefit which even the blind de-
rive from education. As mechanics and instructors, they cempete in
many cases with the secing. In music, their want of sight, though an
impediment, is not a bar tu success, and they not unfrequently, on leav-
ing the institution, command at once good situations as organists, choris-
ters, and professors of musie.”

XLVIL.—Case of Penctrating Gun-Shot Wound of the Heart. By J. M.
Carnochan, M.D., Sargcon in Chief fo the State Yospital, Profes-
sor of Surgery in the New York Medical College, &c. New York:
Edward . Allen.

This is a reprinted communication from the American Medical Month-
ly. The patient, who formed the subject of the case reccived, among
other wounds, oue on the chest, during an onslavght made on him by
some five or six persons, armed with Colt’s revolvers. Life was pro-
tracted for eleven days. and at the autopsy, the bullet was fiund em
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bedded and encysted in the septum, between the ventricles. lu conse-
quence of pericarditic exudation, and previous cicatrization, the wound
of entraupce was not ascertained. In the language of the repert,* its lo-
cality was only indicated by the scnse of toueh, furas the wound had en-
tirely cicatrized, there was no outward visible sign of its presence.”

CLINICAL LECTURE.

Cluucal Lecture on Puruleat Ophthaliiaof Infants. By Rohert Taylor,

M. D, M. R. C. 8, Eng., Surgeon to the Central Londun Oph-
thalmic Hospital.
(From Medical Circular.)

GexTLEMEN,—Among the patients whom vou have seen to-doy, there
was brought an infant, two wecks old, both of whose eves hove been
destroyed by purulent ophthatmia.  Such unfortunate cases me 1 regret
to say, of very common occurrence; in fuct, the puralent ophthalmia of
infauts contribute more than any other disease, ar, it we exclude absness
of the cornea consequent upon small-pox, we might perheys say, more
than all the diseases of the eye put together, to swell the list of inmutes
of Asyluws and other charittes fur the blind.  Aud this is the more la-
mentable that 1t onzht not so to he. Unlike the purulent ophthalmia
of adults, there are fow inflammations of the eye which iay be treated
so confidently—which arc so completely under the control of the
simplest remedics.  1Jow then are we to account fur the fre-
quency with which one or beth eves are Jost completely, or so much
damaged as to be of little use? With regard to many of these
infants, the explanation is that they have never been nnder medical
care; the mother has heen delivered by a midwife, or by an accoucheur
who liad eeased hus attendance after the tirst two or three days. without
his attention Laving been called to the elnld. The disease is supposed
to be merely a « cold in the eyes.” and they are bathed in warm water,
or with a httle of the mother’s milk, or they are fomented, or, worse still,
poulticed, until the obstinancy avd profusion of the discharge, and the
altered appearance of the eyes, excite alurm,and proper advice is sought,
but toc late. But this explanation is not always applizable. 1t s a
fact that i continually forced upon the wuotice of every surgeon con-
nected with an ophthalmic hospntal, that many of these unfortunate
cases have been from the first under medical care, and that the dirce-
tions which have been given have been carefully and anxiously com-
plied with. For the bad results in snch cases 1 can account only by
supposing that the old prejudice that the study of discuse of the eye
forins a *“ speciality ” as 1t is called, to be comprehended only by adepts,
is not yet wholly extinct. The means of instruction are rot wanting; io
addition to the directions contained in cvery systematic work on oph-
thalmic disease,the medical journals teem with papers upon the subject ;
and though I cannot wholly approve of the details of some of the plana
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of treatment thus recommended, yet I am certain that there is not one
of thewm whieh, it carefully followed ont, wounld fuil to save the eyes
freminnmediate destrietion. No method isinfallible 5 comphieations may
anise w lich may totally thwert the best direeted diorts; but those are
of rare occurrence and T am merely repesting the sentiments of every
competent observer when Iassnre yon, that when the patient is bronght
to yvou intime, that is, before the comnea has ost its natural brihauey,
the loss of the ormun s due, in the jlamense majority of instances, to
negleet on the part of the fricnds or mistike on the purt of the prac-
tttwner.

I need not detaan vou with an aceount of the rise und jrocress of the
discaise of w hele yon have seen so many examples, i a1s Various stages.
and with reeud to ats oxetine cses whieh was forerly aomatter of
dicpute, Tmay merely abscrve ihat s sow sonerally achnowledaed to
be in tho imne tse ooty of st e s, the dnoendtion of the eyes of
the mtat wan pai'eat or mnec-paritdent nuatter darma als progress
throurh the petcrnad possanes. Tt s excited by the matter of sunple
levcorebias rendi'y as by that of aonon boeg thoueh the mfaamration
cause L by ibe lattor s moch more violent and dangerous @ and it may
prolubiny e state Las v eenernl rule that the violence of the disease is
projmtional to the ameant of anthummation in the mucous membrane
enshiog the contuninding diseharze. Foetler, | omay remark, that
L aeppears Wit afew davs attor birth, seldom fater than the third day;
and that it miust ot be contunnded with the simple aad harmless oph-
thadmin o whel wfants ol @ tew weeks oid, e common with adults,
are Lible,

Unlessyor have had the eare of the mother during her confinement,
itis sefdom that vou will bave an opportunity of secing the disease at
its comtnencenent s el more cemnonly you will not Le consulted
antil the cyehids are swollen O soeh an extent as to rendor it very ditfi-
calt o abiy a seht of the eye orsas was the ease mn the infint yon
sow to-day, the swelliz s meonsiderible, but the eyehds are relaxed,
flaceul, und o o dasty purple colonr, and the dischorae is thin and
sunens.  JEasa matier ofsome iopeortosee to be able to torman ojanon
ax tothe condhnon of the ey e wrhont « paratinz the hds, bhecuuse, when
the cornc s decply nicerntod, the toree which s reqnired to do so, to-
gether with the reastanee of the eluld, may ropture the thin corneal
lammine whieh sl renuin, when the Jens, with more or Jess of the vi-
treous hunour, will be disehureed. S0 Jong as the eyelids are of a
florid re-d colonr, tense, hot, and <hinine, oven though the discharge of
thick prezulent matter may he streaked with blood, so long may you feel
contlident that the eve 3 not serionsly mjneced, But if they be relaxed
and flaccid, asfrom previous engorcement ;5 if they be of a dusky purple
colour and cold to the toueh, and it the diseharge be thin and sanious,
itis a cottiin mdication that the cornea is who Iy or in a great part de-
stroyed. and you cannot be o eaveful in your manipulatiors.  In hos-
pital pructice. it is better, perhaps, not to insist upen making a minute
mspec’ion when there is any real difficulty; butin private practice the
friends muy not be so easily satisfied, and in sueh cases the upper lid
should be ruisud by, means of a small silver speculpm, so that there shall be
no danger of’ tnduc pressure on the eyeball,and the risk of everthing the
eyelids may be avoided, .



-

CLINICAL LECTLRE. 491

With regand to the treatment, nothing can be more simble. It con-
=ists solely in the contmual removal of the purilont seerction by syring-
ing the eves with an astringent solation.  That which s cmployed 1
this hospital is, us yo are aware, a solution of fonr grains of alhun in one
onnce of “ater. The ponted instractions are alwavs given in such
cases direct that it shall be employed every hall hour ;at is not supposed
that this order 1s hiterally complied with, but ensures its being very fre-
quently nsed—perhaps onee every hour. At the same tone, 1 direct
that the Inds sb ol be kept well smearcd with fresh Iard, so us to prevent
thewr azglatination, and the cousequent continement of the discharge g
when tlus precantion has been negleeted, as jn cudrein which are
brought for the first time to the hospital, you will frequently see a rush
of pus,as if a large abseess had been opened, wvhen the eychids are sepa-
rated. T have never seen any injury result fiom the use of the syringe,
as is apprehended by some 5 with proper justractions there are few
nurses ~r obtuse as not to he able to perform the neeessary manipulation
with perfeet safety, and the more that the eyeball Hes deeply embebbed
b, e proteeted by, the swotlen eyelids. The only risk, 1s to the eyes
el the opezator. from the spirting up of the jected iluiwd; but this dan-
aer may be easily avoided by directing the stream luterally from either
angle of the eye to the other; and in all cases the Inghly contagious
natur.e of the discase should be fully expluned, and suitable precautions
should be cuefully enjoined.  Of the many hundreds of cases which
have been troated at this hospital in this simple manuer, T think Tam
justified 1n asserting that not one has tarned out badly, in which the
treatment las been commenced while the cornea still retained its brilli-
aney, and in which the insructions have been fullowed ont with even
moderite care. Having, theretore, good grounds for believing in its effi-
ency, 1 prefer it to some of the much more energetic methols which are
sometimes recommended, and espeeially to the trentment by powerful
stimulants or cseharoties, as the suiphate of copper or the nitrate of silver,
either m sabstance or strong solution.  ~uch spplications ure mtensely
paunful, and thongh they may undoubtedly arrest the disease, they are
hable toleave a granular condition of the palpebral conjuctiva whiceh it
is dithicult to get nid of, and which not unfrequently leads to serious
after-consequences.  In weak solution, not execeding one grain of the
st to one ounce of distilled water, the nitrate of silver is a safe and
powerinl ageut in arresting conjunctival mnflammation, and these who
have not coufide nee in the <impler nicthod, may employ it scveral times
a~-day, after carcfully washing away the purslent seeretion by means of
the syringe. Itis marely nsed in the hospntal simply because 1t is not
found to be necessary.

With regard to Jeeches, which ere so very gencrally recommended,
the same vemark applies. ''he most ucute cases are fouud to recover
rapidly and safely withont using them,and thereiore they wre discaraed.
It may be objected that the subjects of Hespital practice are born of
poor parents, ill fed, exposed to an impure atmosphere, and therefore
weakly and cachetic ; and that we cannot reason frora them to the chil-
dren of parents ina higher rank of hfe. But these debilituting inflnences
do not seem to have much eficet until the child has been for some time
exposed 1o them ; the offspring of the poorest parents, when free from
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constittimag {unt, are irequently as robust and well nonrished at their
birth, as thace in more favenrable cirenmstances.  Fuorther, many of
the little patients hronghit 10 the Hospital, are the ehildren of parents
earning It oh waees, well fed and lodged, and whe, in many instunces,
have previously pud as long as they were able, for medical advice.
In these cases, us well as in private practice, and 1 speak we - only from
my cwn expernience, but also from that of many exper; nead surzeons
with whom T have diseussed  the cubject, methodieal appheation ot
simyple remedies,and the assiduons removal of the morbid seeretion, effect
a rapud cure. I theretore conclude that the casesin which loeal blood-let-
1ng s requisite, are exeeptiopal.

it i3 seldom necessary to mterfere much by siving internal remedies.
At thus carh ag s as o genoral-role, the fewer druas that the child is
made to swallow, the better. Much more gool may be done m modt
instances, by entoreing regnlarity and moderation in the tunes at which
the child is put to the breast 5 a partcular in which the lower orders are
inconcevably ingudicious 5 and by debarring the mother from the use
of spinits or other stimekants by which the quality of the milk is <o often
vitiated.  No loug as the curnea 1s unatfected, and the child is moder-
ately strong. it is qiite nnneecssary ta give medicime uuless it shonld be
indicate]d by disorder of the bowels, or a loaded state of the tongue. In
neglected cases, however, when the cliuld is weak and exhansted, and
when the cornea s dull, or has aiready commeneed to slough or uleerate,
torucs or stimulants should at once he given w the full extent that can
be borne.  Lxtrarts of einchona, and the aromatic spirits of ammonia,
are hoth well smied for this purpose, as they can be given easuy, 1f
mixed mowosmadl guantity of muk.

In muking these observa‘ions, I hy no me s wish to imply that the
practice which is adepted at tins Hospital is the only one which you can
pursue with safety @ there are many other methods, safe and eflectual,
which are emp'oved both in hosptals and private practice, but these
differ chiefly in detml not in prineiple. What T particulurly wish to
impress upon you s, tirst, the daneer of’ negleeting the first appearance
of a pumlent or muee-priralent discharge in newly-burn infants, under
theadea that iv s merely o cold in the eyves "—secondly, that the most
acute cares of infantile ophthalmia may he successfully treated by con-
stantly syrimring away the morbid sceretion, with a muld astringent
solntion, and that local blood-letting s rarcly, if ever, called for ;—and
therdly. that powerful stimulating or escharotic appheations should be
avoided, ns hems unnecessary, excessicely painful, and frequently pro-
ductive of bad alter-consequences.

THERAPEUTICAL RFECORD.

Cancer of the Breast.—M. Richmann an the Guazette des Hopitanx for
December, reports the successful treatment of mammary cancer by the
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Joeal application of 10dine. This is not th~ first time we have seen this
remady fivorihly spoken of. but we must contess to some doubt asto the
corr etness of the dimenoses nnder sneh eircmiss’ances.

“0L Richmann apphed to the tumonr which, e contends displayed all
the evior nees of mahanant disease.a bag of tow saturated in jodine, and
at the end of seventeen weeks the tomour had entirely disappeared.

Clolera—Cuastor Oil in.—The coup de grace has been given to the
eastor ail treatment of cholera, by acaamittee of the London Bosrd of
11 with, who thos elese their report

From the above abstragt, the details of whieli have been carelully
myvestiznted by the committee, o appears that m 89 euses of cholera
treated by difierent practitionr s with castor ail, on the plan rerem-
mended by Dr. Johnson, 68 were hital,recovery Laving ocenrred in ouly
15 eases, whilst 6 are stll under treatment.,

The same oxperiment was made with this « new remedy™ in the
Drcadnought Liospital  ip, where of 19 cuses, 12 died; whilst in the
Glasoow He:pital, after losmg 7 out of 9 patients, the treament was
abandoned.

Tlrcision of the Kaece Juint.—23r. Dutchier in the last munber of the
Dublm Quarterly Jouraal, gives o table of thirty -two operations for
exeision of the knee o, of which number five resnlted futully, ora
mortality of about 15 per cent. He compares thes result with the mor-
tality alter wimputaiion ot dze thizh m the Loadon hospital us given by
Mr. Eriels u,which shews the proportion to be as bigh as 203 per cent,
after amputition for discs - und more than 34U per cente after amputa-
tion for wjuries, thus demonstrating that tune d . wer of exession is con-
siderably less than that witending amputation of the thigh,

Iliceowgh —The Dublin Medierl Press reemamends as a specific for
thns tronblesome affcction the internal nse of chloroform in small doses,
The dose should be repeated as often as the hiccough returns, and two
or threc appeals to e 1emedy may be neecssary.

Hoying Cough.—Since the publication in our last number of the
statisties of hovping cough. treated with nitrate of silver, we have ob-
sexved thut Dr. Watson of Glasgow, by uniting Joubert's cases with his
own, is enabled to present 167 eases of this intractable discase, treated
by the introduction of the mitrale of silver into the larynx. Of tlus
number, 94 were cured b two weeks, G in three to four weeks, 9 resist-
cd the treatment, and 1 died.

We luy some stress upon the nicthold of cure Liere sugeested, because
the treatinent is certuinly coriect enoueh i theory, and 1t is important
that it should be eaefully tested dn practice.

Inflammatory Rlcwmatison—In the Beston Medical and Surgical
Journal for Mareh 220d, we notice with interest a reported case of ucute
rhenmatism treated with by posidplite of soda in ten grain doses with
the most marked results. Dy Jo 1L Warren who reperts the case, de-
clares that this remeay has a wondaful power in exeiting the secretion
of the kidneys, aud as an antuphlogistic ageut it 1s worthy of attention.
Dr. Warren’s case of inflammatory rhenmatism was discharged cured
on the 8th day.
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Fhe Aedienl  Chronirle.

LICET OMNIRTR, LICLT NOBIS DIGNITATENM ARTINS MEDIC 2 TU LKL

THT TORONTO GENERAL HONPITALL

The evil spirt ol whiclt we made condenmmatory mention §varecon:
nmnbher, continues te acitide the mmds of onr profi <ionad fiiends
Toronto.  Ever simalized by inzorestiesacss no sonner s he gnei’od
i one turmad than another e eveked mowloch bs fiendish macinun-
tions arce cven more tnultious than they were before. Why he should
confine his achions to tlus spot of Canadan sol, and find in nocthira
fittn 3 theatre for the exhitbition ot” is knawwich pranks is a circuinstance
whacl, while it speaks fovonrably for the peace of dostant ports, tends to
cast a shadow of suspreion ever the dutemal condition of his own che-
rished vnd.  For it nmught be suspeeted, we hope wrongfully, that there
was some peerhar predisposition wihieh eithor invited, or else gave re-
markable effcet to his excitations when they wereapplicd 5 1 short, that
thiere subsisted a chaructenstic conformation of moerad status in the wd.-
viduals inflo~need, which delighted in mischief and preferrrd oblignity
to rectitude of condnet.

In the Colonest of the St of Mool last, there appeared a Jetter over
the signatore of < A Medical Student™ wlien represented the Torento
General Hospstal, as an evil that had grown #rey in sin, and Ind rench-
ed a cimax demending specdy adjnstment.  Publie feeiine was so ex-
asperated ‘hat an inquury was lendly calted for, and under eircumstances
of supposed agaravation, its immediate prosecution was unaverdable.
The Trustees accordingly assembled at an early dav, and procceded to
verity or disprove the accusation that had been so fearlessly put fortit. A
large body of evidence was acqui-cd, - ad ecrtainly the task proved to be
one demanding mnch patience and no 'ittle discernment.

The charges made were muldtifarious, as instanees we may adduce the
most prominent and cutrageons.  The Tlospital was declared to be kept
in a state of disguating uncleanliness ; the floor, walls and appurtenances
of the wards, were representod to be extremely filthy,  The bed-clothes
ofthe patients swarming with vermin, and altogether such a condition
of neglect prevalent, as must, upon its perception, prove most harrowing
to any person possessed of the Jeast sensitiveness of feeling. For this
revolting state of affairs no excuse can be pleaded, for wherever iadustry
with soap aud ~eater arc to be obtained it would not be found. Tn pal-
Yistion it hag heeu vruzed that there were no baths attached to the Hos-
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pital in which the sick could be washied, this, however, is but a partial
exprnation, and s, i, an admisson of the madeguacy of the
Hospital to the wants of s mmates. . We should suppose such an
exposé as this was never before heard. and were 1t not for the testisuony
adduced we could not credit that in an eslichtened community of
British colonistsy in the middle of the nineteenth century, a building,
professing to he an Hospital, was not supplied with baths.  In the sub-
sequent inquiry as to the truth of this alleeation. one of the Physicians
stated that baths were obtamuble, but that to oet them the patient had to be
sent ¢ to some other part of the huilding than the ward he was placed
in.”  This uncleanliness seems to have been prejudicial to the interests
of the institution ; one witness (Mr. Binzhan:) savs, * on guing home 1
fonnd lice on my clothes, and inconsequence have foregone the privilege
of attending the Hospital.” And it isto be presumed that a similar
reason preventcd other students from taking out their tickets and in-
creasing the funds by their fees.

Another cause of complaint was inhumanity. This trai* of barbarian-
ism,we are glad to perceive, is imputed to the sub-otiicials and not to the
medical attendants. It isan error into which vulgar people are likely
tc fall when placed in posts of small authority, but it is one that, when
detected, should be stronaly discountenaneed, and instartiv remedied
by the removal of the offenders. ‘Flhie guilty parties on the occasion
under notice were an orderly named Eurns and o Mrs. Dounelly.
Burns in several instances is declared to have treated the patients very
ronghly, and to have shoved them about, both male and female, in a
manuer that was not becoming. In one instances he dragged a poor
suflerer, exhausted by discase and misery, neroxs the threshold of the
Hospital upon the verandah and then violently dashed cold water upon
nis person.  In another he was reprimanded by the Surgeon on duty for
the ronghness he exhibited in rewroving the clothes fiom a patient wath
a fractured limb, A monster of ernelty like this onght not to have been
tolerated for a dayand we eannot ngree with those who would ook lightly
upon his harshness by referring it to his having been an old soldier, not
cun we aequiescence in the testimony that “he was only fit to bo
among soldiers,” for wo think he was not tit to serve his fellow man in
any position of life.  Mrs. Donnelly secins to have been a nurse, whoso
forte lay o nbusing the paticnts nnd too often putting an enemy iuto her
raonth to steal nway her brains,  Oceasionnally she allowed her pussion
to so conquer her that she has suid, in wllusion to some invalid more
wretehed than the rest, % T will be the denth of him.” At other times
her judziment has over-raled the direction of the Attending Physican,
thus ¢ Dr. Bovell inquired of Mrs. 1), why brandy which had been pres-
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eribed hud not been given,  She said there wus wine.”™  Yet this inde-
pendent lady of superier quality seems not to have been checked, but 1o
have been alicwed to run her course undisturbed.  Of course. as was to
be expeected, the students inet with frequent annoyances from her,and 1tis
asserted that « ke oiten refused 1o allow them to examine patients.”

Aynother count in ihe indictnient is woeral pollution, but we have uut
been able to obtiin any parriculars, and s'oeerely hope it dees net exierd
beyond the impuritics conjrised in the fore gm,z;v implications.

So far the accusttions rest with the inferiors, new we euter upon
those levelled agiinst the madical stafl] und here we deplore that 1hey
should ever have been countenanced by the infininities of our hrethiren.
Some of the Physicians are represented as baving becn very irregular in
their attendance, onc in pariieular. Dr. Beavmout. except during his
week for admission came to the Hospital #t no appeinted lonr, so that
it was altogether impossible for the eleves to follew his practice or jar-
ticipate in the bevefits which they anticipated ip seleeting this institu-
tion for the smdy of disease. The pupils of one school, Trinity College.
were more favored than these of others, and reecived notifieations of
operations which was w.thheld fromn their rivals. Bt the remaining
charges are of a still mor2 serjons vature, aud imply an actual breach of
professional courtesy in the mutnal treatmicut of individunl Physicicns,
Instead of consultations being generul they were restricted to a choxen
few, and in one or two instances the oxelnsions were not merely
markedly invidious, but sedulously designed.  Of those who were thus
withheld from obtaining the privileges which legitimudely pertained to
their position was Dr. Aitken, whom we lock upon asthe victim of petty
jealonsy and shameful oppression. In giving his testimony he says,
# gome of the patients in the Hospital have observed to me that somie of
the medical officers disliked me, and gave these putients as a reason thut
I was a young man. and thut the mhcr medical men did not like to see
me succeed in an operation.” Our readers will judge from this at
how low an ebb medical ethics must be when the very patients are
aware of the likings and distastes of theirattendants, And in the propriety
of making them confidants in matters of so delicate a nature few right
minded persons will be funed to aequiesce.  Dr, A. Lad patients uctually
taken from under his trentment apd discharged just en the ove,us it
were, when he intended subjecting them tooperation @ aease of siricture
of the urethra is nddveed in point. The canse of malignity would scem
to proceed from his unfortunutely being conneeted with Relph’s scleal,
for his associate teachers were equully dispised.  Mr. Lennon says, “a
nurse considered, and cvery persen connected with the institution was
of the same opinion, that every one connected with Rolph’s school was
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worse thon dirt.””  The Physicinns also had their difficulties with the
Trustees—they prescribed brandy but found it not, in lien ‘whiskey was
dispensed, and they were contemptucusly told that it was: just'as geod :
and much cheaper. Had there been a unmaminity of action, and any
spirit of independence, they would, we think, have resignedina bodyand -
icft the Trustecs to treat the sick as best they might.. And, lastly, the
Hcase Surgeon, Dr. Clarke, did vot escape unscathed. He was accused
of repeated intoxication and an improper meddling m affairs extraneous
to his provinee.

Most of the preceeding calumuics, especially that of Dr. Clarke’s in-
temperance, we are rejoiced to find have not beer substantiated 'blj‘ ‘the
inquiry has not vet reuched a satisfactery conciusion, and we pereelve
the I'rovineial Legixlature has deterined 1o tuke the matter up.‘ " Mr.
Hurtinan very recently moved for a Select Cormittee to inguire i
the manngement of the Toronto General Hospital, but after some (1
cussion withdrew the motion, with an um.cr\tandmg that he Wonld
renew it so soon as the Government were i possession of the tq!orlt of
the Trustees oa the salject.

IPROMOTION OF QUACKLERY BY TIIL LEGIS LA.T URE.

Iua recent number we referred to un Act thenabout 130 be introduced
into Purlinuent, which was ostensibly for the relief of certain parties
practising medicine i the ustern Towaships, but which in reality was
merely to permit the individuals in question to evade the law of 1847,
by making another law which should place them beyond the pale of
prosceution by the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Canada East, for
practising illegally or without subjecting themselves to the authorized
requirements.  Reasons were then adduced why such an unjust pro-
ceedure shopld not be exccuted, aind un expectation held ont that a re-
wonstrunce from the Governors of the College would be forthwith sub-
witted to the Legisluture, We regret, however, to find that every
cflurt hus beeu futile, and that there is now more than a probability of
the originul Lill speedily pussing the Upper House.

This act of the Legislature wears au omnious import on its face;
hencefurth a precedent his been established which will sanction the
most outrageous defiunce of the authority of the only corporation that
exists in Canada for the protection of legally qualified Physicians; for
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alLy oue who can command die exeition of an ML Pooay farly expeet
to be treated i an equally coasiderate manner, and be lemulized to
practice physic withont cost and without ability. lle need 1ot jossess
attainments, nor cven the semblance of prepuratery study. He will
only require to be measnred by, and compared with. the parties who
have bLeen relreved this session, and a parily of cirenmstances being
proved, be forthwitly is ordained o beepsed doctor. Tno this nunner a
gencral wvitation s held out to all whe choose to avinl themnselves of it
and undoubtcdly appheations will be nurrers, For who with any
aspuiration to the name of a medieal pructitioner, whao that finds educa-
ducation an rapediment, and capaciy e deficieney, will restrain his
amnbition after this bl becomes law, e only has to remember, and be
encoiraged m lus enterprise, thut the partics favered in 1835 were
Messrs. Bangs, Cutter, W illes, aud Huotchinsen s that the first two were
not gradaates of auy Collese and posseased no tostinnonial ol professional
proficieney 5 thut the last tveo had eertificates, or as perhaps they consi-
derd them degreca, from C lleaes on the American border of a very
inferior character, and from v lneh the sune 2onror.without any personal
soenfice nay be purelised at wsmall sum. These are the only standurds
of excellence he has te attam.and thon upon the principle above annun-
ciated, he mnst ebtaum his desire @ and it requires no lengthened explana-
tion to shew that under wuspices, so highly favorable us these, very
many pretenders will be awarded the same footing as Physicians who
have been regularly licensed.

A begearly competition in the strugele for public patronage must fol-
lo v, and medicine he bronght doun te the level of the mest gnoble
employment. A premiuin has been offered for ignornec,and <skill has
been regarded asunworthy of appreciation.  The Acts of one Parlinment
apvear as fovlishnessto the next. A College empowered by incorporation
has been so recarded as to appear in the light of a suare and a delusion.
The trade of physic is fast beconung free to adventurers, and the promo-
tion of quackery 1s the work of the Legislature.

Dr. Gibb's Appocntment.—It will pleuse Pr. G,bb’s numerous friends
in Montreal to lesrn that he has lately been appoiuted Physician
Accoucheur to the St. Paucras Royal Geperal Dispeusary, London,
vacated by the 1etireiuent of Mr. Greerhalgh,  Dr. Cibb’s talents and
perseverance will commuad, and are eminently deserving of success.
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Hiuhley's Cutalogue.—We have recerved throngh the hands ot Dr.
{Gibb a catalogne of scientific works pnblished by Mr. Highley, Fleet
Street, London. This we have placed with Mr. Duwson, Great St.
James Street, where our readers can cousult it.

OBITITARY.

We regret to announce the death, at the carly age of 45, of Dr. Robt.
MacGiregor, Glasgow.  Of mild and unassimning manners, he was highly
esteemed by all who had the pleasure of his acyuaintance. We spent
one ur two evenings in Wis compuny while on a visit te Europe, and were
fuvorably impressed with lus nnustentsiicas conduet.  There was none
of that repulsive havteur or offensive dogmatism about him which ren-
ders miany whe have achieved a name in medicine actually disagreeable
te ap roach.

« Dr. MacGregor was a native of Ardchattan, Bonaw, near Oban,
Aveyllshire.  After receiving such elementary instruction: as codd be
imparted in his nauve village, he was sent, when about 13 years of age,
to Glasgow, in the University of which he successfully eunltivated classi-
cal Iiterature, and acquired the mdiments of medical science. At this
period he beeame the pupil of the late Mr. John Stirling, an able and
accomphished practitioner, a dexterous operating sur.con, and an enthu-
siastic teacher of anatomy in the Portland Street School of Medicine.
Under such tnition the strong natural talents of young Macgregor were
evoked and matured to such a degree that hie heecame the intimate friend
and companion, and nllimately the colleague, of his accomplished pre-
ceptor.  Befure e terig on the duties,however,of lecturer on chemistry
i the School of Medicine already referred to, Dr. MacGregor had re-
sided for several years in the Glasgow Royal Infirmary as Superintendent
and Apothecary ; in which institution he conducted those investigations
into the nature of Dinbetes, which at once stamped him as an accurate
observer and an onginal thinker, and acquired for him a European re-
putation.  The experiments and observations which he made on
Diabetes were presented to the scientific world in the form of a proba-
tionary cssay to the Fuculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow,
when he became a member of that body in the year 1837. To Dr. Mac-
Gregor belongs the merit of unfolding the triue nature and pathology of
the dreadful malady just named, and of directing the medical profession
to sounder views and mo;e rational practice. ‘This just tribute to minute
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observation, untiring industry, and logical inference, bas been willingly
conceded to our lamented friend ; and in all the standard works on

medicine which have since appeared throughout the civilized werld, the
name of Kobert MacGreger has been identified with Diabetes.

e was also Physician to the Glasgow Infirmary,where he made some
obsorvations on the amount of Carbonic acid given off by the Lungs
during the presence of the eruptive fevers.

For a considerable time past,the health of Dr. MacGregor had been
much shaken. An inflammatory attack of the iungs, canght, we un-
derstand, from emersing on a cold night from the heated wards of the
Infirmary, caused his life, about two years ago, to be despaired of ; and,
-althongh he afterwards raliied so far as toresume his professional labors,
‘the seeds of disease were irrecoverably implanted in his constitution.
The end has at last ccme. His body was removed to his native place,

‘according to a wish he had expressed—that he might sleep his last sieep
by the banks of his own beloved Loch Etive.”

BOOKS RECEIVED FOR REVIEW.

Snow on Cholera.” John Churchill, London. From the author.

Harvey on the Ear. Henry Reushav, London.  From the author.

Brodhurst on the Lateral Curvature of the Spine. John Churchill,
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Chavning’s Cases of Polypusof the Womb. Boston. From the author.

I

CORRESPONDENCE.
BRIEF REMARKS ON THE CHARCGES MADE AGAINST THE
ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT, WITII REFERENCE
TO TIE TURKEY EXPELTTION,

.By A Mebicar Orricer.
( To the Lditors of the Medical Chronicle.)
GenrLemeN,—The correspondents of the Tondon papers, who write

from the Camp at Schustopol, espeeially the Times, have beon eloquent
in their abuse of everything done there by the British, during the pre-
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sent momentous siege, from Lord Raglan to the youngest Assistant Sur-
geon and Commissariat Clerk. Lord Raglan will, doubtless, be able to
defend himself at a. fitting time, and the Commissariat will also, I pre-
snme, do the same. T wish to say a word or two fur the Medical De-
partment, in which 1 have passed the greater part of my life.

It is well known, that since the peace of 1815, a most rigid econemy
has ruled in the War Office, and indeed pervaded almost every branch
of the Government. Curtailing expense and saving money have been
the dominant motives with the Secretary at War,and T have been in-
formed, and believe, that his clerks have had a direct interest in this, re-
ceiving a per centage on all reductions they could discover or; effect.
Under this influence, the Medical Department, and doubtless. others,
have been reduced to a state of inefficiency, oo the occurrence of, any
emergency, during the long peace we have epjoyed. This hasbeen de
monstrated, as relates to the former, in the course of suveral dzs@rcssmgf_
epidemics of yellow fever and cholera. Yet, when war with, sucha
power as Russia was impending, it seems to have becn considered imr-
pertinent to enquire whether our emascuiated establishments We% ade-
quate to meet the great danger. o

When the Eastcm Expedition had bwn determmed on, and was in
course of preparation, Dr. Andrew Snut.h, the, Director-General of the
Medical Department, was kept in the dark, and received, imperfect in-
formation from Goverument, both as to the strennrth and destnualwn of the
troops. In February 1854, he was dmected by the Duke of Newcastle
to afford meglml aid, medicines, &e¢., to. a foree 10 ,000: men going to
Malta ; a fortnight aﬁexwards he was officially ; informed, that this force
would be dcwbled, and wonld proceed to Constuntinople. He had
scarcely time to begin to act on this communication when he received a

‘third intimation, viz., thut 30,000 men would go te Constantinople, and
ultimately to Varna.

Under these circumstances Dr. Smith appears to have exerted him-
self in a very zealous and judicious manner. Ie selected some of the -
best and most active officers under his command at home, and warned
them to prepare fur immediate cirborkation to Multa, and called from
the colonies others to tuke their duties. He prepared a large stock of
medicines, und surgicul applinnces, such as lint, banduges, &c.; fr the
same destination,nnd according to his orders sent them to'the Tower for
shipment,  When Dr, Swith was informed that the foree woutd be
doubled, and tripled, he proposed two additionul supplies of medicines,
for Cunstantinople und Verun, incrcused the nnmber of medical oflicers
to accompuny the expedition,und ordered nearly every cavalry Assistaut-
Surgeon to do the same.
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At this time it was generally believed that the allicd French, English,
aud Turkish armies would relieve Silistria, cross the Dannbe, and attack
the Russian on its left bank. Under this impression Dr. Smith sent
three medical officers to Vienna, with instructions to call therc on an
eminent physician, who had made two campaigns on the Danube, and
learn from him, and by their own observations, the medical topography
of the country about to be the scene of military operations. They were
directed to descend the river, survey the country carefully on both sides,
proceced by Schumla to Constantinople, and then prepare and transmit
separate and full reports.

- I know those three gentlemen well. One of them was my Regimen-
tal Assistant-Surgeon in 1827. They were men of general and profes-
sional ability. They forwarded valuable reports, which the Director-
presented to the Sccretary at War; and I believe they were sent to
T.ord Raglan.

During the Peninsular War, especially in the great battles, the British
means of conveying the wounded to the rear were defective, and in-
ferior tu the French. There were some spring wagons appropriated to
this duty, but they were not scientifically adapicd to the purpose , and
besides, were too few in number. And when the seat of war lay in
rugged or mountainons countries the waggons could not approach the
wounded, and mules were required. I know that this was strongly
urged on the Duke of Wellingion by Sir James MeGrigor, his chief me-
dwul officer, after the battle of Vittoria ; and that a loug official corres-
pondence on the subject followed. Bnt the defect was apparent, and a
new transport ‘organigation was projected. It is very probuble that if
peace had not ensned so soon after, this desideratum would have been
accomplished. But the cessation of the war, the pressure of the eco-
nomical interest,and the hope of long undisturbed inter-national relations
extinguished this, and many other military improvements.

Mr. Guthrie, the eminent London Surgcon, conenrrently with Dr, A.
Smith, the Director Genera), called the attention of Government to the
necessity of establishing some transport like the French ambulances,
when the Turkish expedition wns in preparation list year ; and the latter
gentleman devised a wagon, which was submitted to the wmilitary
authorities, and approved by themn. I have been informed thal eighteen
of these vehicles were sent to Varna. A corps of drivers was necessary,
and steps were taken to organize them ns soon us possitle. Here the
Government uppears to have made a great mistake, which produced
serious bud consequences. Contrary to the strong end repeated objec-
tious of Dr. Smith the drivers were chosen from the military pensioners,
men of long service, between forty and fifty years of age ; discharged for
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inefficiency iu action, and of wtcmpersate haluts.  In a few weeks they
were found useless; and during the Varne cholera half of those weak-
ened and predisposed Ly drunken habits, beciune ats vietims, - On the
emburkation of the anny at Varnu for the Crimea, the wagons were
left Lehind; partly from limited transpori, it was said  but mainly, 1
suspect, from the bad conduet and inetlicicney of the pensioner dnvers.
The want of these carringes was felt ut the battle of Alma.and the
blame [cll on the scape-goat of the Horse Guards. the Medweal Depart-
ment.

The Cholera, ax is well known, wus destructive at Vurna and its
neizhbourhoud ; and its bad effeet on the troops that contracted the
disease, but escaped death, were afterwirds pamfully apparent before
Rebustopol.  Comvilescents thus reduced were weakened both in body
and mand, predxslm\mi to Diarrhaea, and pecoliarly unfitted tor the hard
work, privations, and exposure to cold and wet in the tr nehes, donng a
long wiutes sicge. .

An extenxive relapse of cholera took place carly in the sicae. During
this time ¢very medical officer that Dr. Swith conld jay his hands on

ras ordered out, and additional supplies of medicine and medieal com-
forts were furwarded to the Tower for shipinent.  If some of these
arrived late, at wroug destinations, or were lost altogether, the fault did
not lie with the medical department.  Tts Clief, according to his orders
and language, transimitted every medical package for foreign service to
the Tower, curefully directed, and apprised the afficer to whom it was
counsigned, by Post, of its approaching shipment, and prepared him to
take charge on its arrival.  This was done in every instance. 1, in the
hurry and eonfusion of this great and impromptu expedition, medicines
and surgical necessarics went astray, the blame dud not lie at his door.

The want of medieal officers was complained of at Alma and Bala-
clava, but this is not to be wondered at. In an engagement every
wounnded mau is apt to consider himself negleeted if he 15 not at onee
attended to,not reflecting on the wants of others under the same eircum-
stances, and the necessary limitation of the number of Surgeons. We
had some hard work in the Peninsular war, and I have heat . the same
eomplaints made; but nobody of any intelligence now repeats them.
No doubt the fearful cholera epidemic, and the sanguinary engagements
near Sebastopol, following one another so fast, demanded greater medi-
cal assistance than the Peninsular fighting.  And it was aflorded. At
the Varna embarkation the proportion of medical officers to strength was
one half g1zater than the average of the three lust Peninsular campaigps.
And considering the War office reductions this fact is most creditable to
D:. Andrew Smith.
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The state of the British Hospitals at Balaklava and Scutaria hes at-
tracted munch altention, and was, doebtless, very nnsatisfactory und dis-
credituble for ssme time.  But many persons who exposed the irregu-
larities and fon! condition of these: establishirents, wrote their cridcisims
e a taere cunparison of those temporary hospitals with the regatar jong
established hospitals of Paris and London, without taking inte considera-
tion the peeuliar dithculties to which they were exposed, and the mees-
sant arrivals of sick and wonndad with which the officers aid sorvants
were overwhelned,  And there were other disadvantages not generally
known. The Tren-h, it appeurs, had the first choice of the buildings
intended for hospitals, and, whilst the British waited for permission from
the Turkish government, our prompter ailies took possession of the best
at once without leave, us they had done furty or fifty years before in
other countries. The rejected buildings made very indifferent Eeglish
hospitals, and as the Turks are a filthy people, notwithstanding their
baths, great repairs and repeated purifications were necessary, which re-
quired time, and this could be ill afforded amilst the daily arrival of
huadreds of dying patients.

Never was more severe work performed by medieal men, or greater
zeul und devatedness shown than during the Turkish expedition. and 1
may add, never was more successful surgical practice seen than nfter the
Lattles of Alma and Inkerman. 1 have it from good anthority that eight-
tenths of the men recovered on whoem capital operations had been per-
forined,a proportion, I believe, mueh above the resnlt f London or
Parisan hospital practice  And the devoted surg: ons snffi red aecording
to their uuremitting exertions.  Tn one month at Seatari cieht divd. 1
have reccived two letters from medieal friends of mine at that station,
oue of which suys,—¢ We are abuscd in the London paers but Tdon’t
regard it. I never worked so hard, nor witnessed such general devoted-
ness to the sick. For the lest four duys aud nights my labor has been
tncessant, and | have not left the hospital even to take a meal.”

Yet these meritoring gentlemen have been calumninted ulmost inces-
santly in the mewspapers.  ‘The agentsand correspondents of the Lon-
don joumals, without definite or full information on militiry and medieal
wutters, amd possessing litt'e judument to use it if well informed onsneh
subjects, have painted every thing British conneceted with the Eastorn
expedition i the most dismal colors, prodering to n vile propensity in
the public mind to find funlt,. Nor have they been content with ex-
aggeration, but to sy certuin knowledge have violated tenth, and in
several instanecs, Even ao very worthy i, § believe, 806G, O of the
Times, vr the Rev, Mr. Oshorne, has dorie this, earried away, doubtless,
by the unpulse of the cirele around hun. Whea giving hiv evidence
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betore Mr. Roebuek’s Committee, this gentleman stated that L:. ‘perce,
President of a Committee sent out by Dr. Andrew Simith to Constan-
tinople and Balukluva to report specially on the Military Ilo.apn.ela was
Dr. Smith’s son-in-law. Thereby insimating that no impartial report
could be expeeted from so near a relation. T observe thit Dr. Smith
nus puldiely centradicted this wntruth. The Directer General hias no
child, and 1wy intimate and excellent {riend Spence. who was well
known to several persons in this city, aud perished in the Prince at
Balakluva. died a bachelor,

The superiority of every thing Trench over cvery thing English in
the Turkey expedition is uniformly asserted by these writers, and dilated
on with much apporent zest.  This appears to be at present a popular
theme in the newspapers, and the state of the French Jospitals is tri-
umphantly referred to in proof of its trath, refative to the Medieal: De-
partment. It is probable enough that, considering the earlier establish-
ment of the French Hospitals at Scutari, and the other advantages they
possesscd, as above noticed, and the fewer admissions into them, when
the British Hospitals were formed, the comparisen may at first have been
favorable to our gallant allies, but I suspeet this is no longer the cuse.

I can assert with confidence that the supariority, was on the other: side
during the Peninsular campaign.  In 1814, atter; the attle ul Orthes,a
French Hospital, Tull of woiunded, was cotrusted tu; my charge;its mmh-
cal attendants having retired with the anwy two days ])&i[viﬂ.? I never
withessed any tmug so badd o the state of that hospital genenlly;and
the surgery was pre-emincotly disreputable. - Thirty patients: had: Jost
arms or legs— ong or two i annand legc. O these abont one-fonrth had
died,and most ot the remuining stunmps were attenmated cones, each with
three or four inches of bare bone at its apex. The greater part reguired
re-amputation tu save lile, the vital powers not being nble to throw oft’
the dead boue. Some thus recovered, but with difliculty.

This was in 1814; ut that time out of Paris there were fow Physicians

or Surgcons of eminence ; amd 1 know that in the sonth of Frunee it
wus not unusual to send a hundred leagaes fora Sargeon lc» ptmfi'rm u
esipital operation. Things have no donbt fmproved mueh sinee that
time, and distinguished professionad men may now be fovnd in Bourdeanx,
Punlons:, Lyons, nnd other sceondary cities,  Still, Tihink, not in the
sume proportion as i towns of this elass=in Great Brituin and Irclund.

Our Reginental Hospitals nre nearly faultless, but in Military General
Hospitals the snomalous wnd anvidions position of the Purveyor is cal-
enlated to doomischicl, Paeveyors ure Lospital Connnissaries entrasted
with the duty o providing tood for the paticuts,  ‘Thongh nominally
under the crders of the Senior Medical Officers, they arve, de fucto, the
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ngents of the [eerctary at War, correspond direetly with the War Oifice,
aul const ler thease ves dts contidentoal eaopdoses. Cinraed with the daity
of [ Feventtg wiaste, and ]unmuling CCuBuiny. It is not wonderin!,
ther forc, that seie of these ofitcers ~honld abuse their privileses, retuse
to purchase arficles sanethioned by the principal Medieal Offiecr, and even
make unfzvorible reports of hun to the Wor Cflice, and aceuse huni of
thwartine the ceonomieal views of the Seeretary at War.

As one procf of the exteut to which the systein of shabby ccononsy
hus been ecamed by the War Department, L may state the foltowing
snall fact. Wihilst the head quarters of the wider’s regiment were
stationed ot Lmnskillen, in Irelund, in 1823, he was detached at Cavan,
forty nules distant, being then an Assistant Sweecon.  One day e re-
cenved an offical order to proceed mmediately to head quarters, the
Surecon having been attacked with sudden and dangero. sillness.  The
wonter started in the manl conch an honr afterwards. Tno few days the
Pavmaster apphed ‘o the War Ofiice for anthonty to pay twenty-three
shithnes the tue of the coach.  This wasrefied, on the grovaal that
the Surgeon’s horse onght to have heen sent fur the Aswstant Smecon,
wngd expense thus sved, It was asked, how was hisbaggage to Le con-
veyed T The final reply was the horseshonld earry both ! T he anount
aas never heen jaud, and probably some Wasr Office elark lias been e
munerated for sneeesting this small saving, by a per centape on the
twenty-three smllings.

Thave hittle doubt that many of the complaints of the British (Tospitals
in Turkey and the Crimea arose from a fear of displeasing the War
Office authorities by any remurkalle ontlay, and a concurrent apprenen-
sion thutat would not be sanctioned.  Indeed the minds of Purveyors,
and Medical Oficers also, must have been narrowed by being trained
i a system of prching economy, and could not casily expand and adapt
demselves to the exigeneres of the time.  Theyought to have reflected
that the presswre of public opirion. would make oven the War Office
liber.d, and that their persistzuee in thewr old stinginess might now be
highly disapproved.

During the Winter the want of food must have cansed great distress
in the G Hospitals at Sebastopol, and indeed it appears strange how
any patient conld recover in a thin tent, at a temperature about zero of
Fadneubeit. Twonder in the geucral outery against the Medical De-
garinent that this was not laid to their charge.

With respect to the exertions of Miss Nightingale and her companiens,
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whilst it must be admitted that these have been most meritorious, it may
reasonably be doubted whether their ministrations have not been mis-
placed. Most revoliing scenes mast have shocked thiemy, and I am sur4
prised that their mental powers could have remained uaimpaired. amidst
all the horrid sights aud sounids around them. Donbtless tlwy have
been supported by those high principles and that steadfast fiith uhlchg
encouraged martyrs at the stake. Their emincnt purity and disinterest-
edness have crowned their exertions, but long experience has shown that
weomen of a lower charactcr cannot be gencrally emploved in Military
Hospitals without evils of the worst kind, and subversion of all dis-
cipline. "

Whilst the substantial proofs of public symputhy with the suﬁ'ermg't of
our troops in this war, and the relief extended to their relations, cunuot:
be too highly praised, it may he questioned whether in some respects
this symputhy has not been carried too fur, nnd founded on n mistuke.
It scems to be the public opinion in Englind that sick and waunded
soldiers necessarily require the comforts and Juxuries of delicate wmam
Now, in the conrse of 44 years experience, in war anidl peace, and most
parts of the world, I have witnessed the rerovery of sume thousands of
these brave fellows, nnd received theie thanks, yet they never enjoyed
the assistance of Judy nurses, nor the benefit of wuslin bed-curtains,
white counterpanes, feather beds, Champagne, or Ean de Cuologne,

The .'.womeury of State for War, it is sail, proposes an iwportant:
change in the government of the Medical Dopartinents  Tho Medical
Bourd in futaze is to consist of nn equnl nwiber of eminent eivil medival |
men nud wedieal oflieers. 1t is reported that Dr, Andrew Smith, the
Dircetor Gener’, hins been asked to proside ovor this Board, wnd that he
has declined, prefering reticement from the servies,  Thero is one point
in which the civiling wembers will prolubly bo deficient, nnmely, quick
perception and expostiee of the urt of simulnting disease . or what is come
moely ealled * makingering,” in which muny soldior nre adopts, This
requires & longacnunintunee with the habits of aokliers to attnin.  About
forty-five yonm ago o coalition Board of the deseription now conteme
pluted was in offion, but not leng, for irreconcituble difftranoen of opinion
took phice, und it fbll to piecos, And it Iv not improlable that Lord
Panraure™ Bourd mny bo oqually shert-lived, und that tho chief nuthority
shull ngain be placed in n Director tionoral.

Montrenl, April, 1834,



