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Restores Eyesight

SPECTACLES A THING OF THE PAST

*‘Actina,” a Marvellous Discovery That Cares
All Amictions of the Eye and Ear
Without Cutting or Brugging.

A marvellous discovery has been made by that
Scientist and Inventive Genius, Prof. W. ., Wil-
son. He has invented an instrument known ns
“Actina,” through which all afflictions of the
eyes and ear, such as blindn s, granulated lids,
cataracks, sore eyes, deafness, etc. are cured
without cutting or drugging. It is a simple
contrivarce known as the “Actina” Pocket Bat-
tery, and through it pa-
tients cure themselves in
the privacy of their own
homes. It not only abol-
ishes the butcheries and
torturous methods prac-
tised by oculists and aur-
ists, but at the same time
perfects a pos'tive and lasting cure,

General Alexander Hamilton, Tarrytown-on-the-
Hudson, N.Y., highly recoamends *‘Actina.”

Mr. F. W. Harwood, Spriy gfleld Maas., says that
“Actina” cured him or deafness of niue years
standing.

Robert Baker. 80 Dearborn St., Chicago, 111,
writes; “‘I should have been blind had I not used
‘Actina.'”

The New York and London Electric Association
gave this method thorough tests on hundreds of
cases, pronounced incurable and hopeless. The‘y
now positively insure lasting cures. *Actina” fs
sent on trial Kmtpald. If you will call or rend

address to the New York and Lon-

on Electric Association, Dept. 46A, 929 Walnut 8t.,
Kansa- City, Mo., vou will receive, absolntely free,
& valuable book—Prof. Wilson's * Treatise on the
Kye and on Diseases in General,” and you can rest
assured that your eyesight and hearing will ko
restored, no matterhow many doctors have failec.”

DYSPEPSIA GURED.

Large We want to convince you of
Sample the merits of K.D.C., and to do it
of will mail a largs
TRIAL PACKAGE

OF THIS GREAT REHEDY

Also a sample of K.D.C, Pills on
receipt of ten cents.

K.D.C., LMITED, NEW GLASGOW, N.S.

For Over Sixiy Years
MRS. WINSLOW'S
SOOTHING SYRUP

has been used for ohildren while teething. It soothes
ﬁ-mﬂ.mumenmnﬂq-m pain, cures wind
odh.mht-mmnmhmdm.h,lndllmben
remedy for diarrhma. Twenty-five cents a bottle, Sold
by all druggists throughout the world.

A LOW PRICE

Matthew Henry’s GCommentary

6 VOLUMES FOR $7.50

CARRIAGE EXTRA

Bishop John F. Hurst: * Matthew Henry feeds the fires
of devotion. He stimulates the craving for an intimate
knowledge of the deeper truths of inspiration.”

WILLIAM BRICGS, Wesley Bulldings, TORONTO,

Caswell’s Sunday
School Record

Covering a Perlod of Three Years
CONCISE=PRACTICAL «COMPLETE

R recording every Sunday the
attendance of the officers and
hers; and the attendance,
wfferings, etc., of each class in the
school. ~ Contains also record of
literature taken by the School,
Secretary’s Cash Account with
rer, and Death Record. The
careful Secretary will find this book
his best helper, as it will enable
him to koer his record with ease,
as well as with system and efticiency.

Quarto, Cloth, net $2.00, Postpaid

WILLIAM BRICGS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO.
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The Adorable Christ.

BY LLEWELLYN A. MORRISON.

Is it any wonder
That men love the pleading
Christ, whose arms are under
Every bruised and bleeding
Fellow,—helping, healing,
Soothing, sanctifying,
Impotence revealing,
Life and grace supplying ?

Every angel pinion
His protection shareth
. And o'er his dominion
ﬁ Mercy's blessings beareth;

R
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Bach kind hand, down-resting,
Hath a balm within it

All his own, attesting
Brotherhood infinite.

Whereso kindness enters,
Dire disease engaging,
There his calm concentres—

Pain and plaint assuaging;
Every true contrition

Hath divine anointing;
Hospital and mission

Are of his appointing.

Where a will, upreaching,

Is a soul's secureness,—
Or Priscilla, teaching,

Wins a heart for pureness,—
Or a fragrant action

Hath delight to bind it :
Each pure benefaction

Hath the Christ behind it.

So I bless and praise him
In glad exultation !

I rejoice to raise him
Thankful adoration !

Every good he lendeth
Makes redemption clearer;

Every song he sendeth
Bringeth heaven nearer.

Toronto, Can., 1901,

To take up the cross of Christ is no
great action done once for r1l; it con-
sists in the continual practice of small
duties which are distasteful to us.—J. H.
Newman.
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The best, the cheapest, the most entertaining,
the most popular. FYear

Christian Guardian, weekly. .......... . 5
Methodist Magazine and Review, monthly
ine and Review, and Guardian or W
Magazine and Review, Guardian and Onward
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly ... .
Sunday-school Banner, monthly .. ..
Onward, 8pp. 4to, weekly, under 5 copies,
b copies and upwards ., .........,
Pleasant Hours, 4pp. 4to, weekly, single copies
Less than 20 copies

Over 20 copies. ,
Bunbeam, lonnlﬁhuy,

10 copies and upwards .
Hapra' Days, fortnightly, less than 10 copies
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Per quarter ..
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The Student Volunteer Convention.

’l‘ HIS was, we believe, the greatest
missionary gathering ever held.
It was an inspiring sight to see
nearly 3,000 earnest young souls, repre-
senting the best life and brightest pro-
mise of the churches, gathered from all
parts of the United States and Canada,
to study the great missionary problem,
the greatest problem of all the ages.

The welcome to Toronto was voiced by
the Rev. Dr. Sweetman, representing the
Anglican communion, the Rev. Dr Caven,
Principal of Knox College, wh. spoke for
the Presbyterian Church, and the Rev. Dr.
Potts, representing the Methodist Church.

Mr. J. R. Mott, the secretary of the
Student Volunteer Movement, is a very
young looking man to have done so much
good work. He is about thirty-three, but
looks much younger. He has no special
gifts of speech, is a plain, straightforward,
common-sense Methodist, but his very

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

soul is on fire with missionary enthusi-
asm. He has the gift of leadership and
organization, and speaks with intense
conviction which produces conviction in
all who hear him. His reply to the ad-
dresses.of welcome was kind and cordial,
The allusion to international amenities
produced a hearty response. Draping the
motto of the convention, “ The evangeli-
zation of the world in this generation,”
with British and American flags, to whose
union in world-wide missions frequent re-
ferenc. was made.

Mr. Mott reported the marked progress
of the Student Volunteer Movement since
the last convention. Eight hundred col-
leges, with over one hundred thousand
students, had been reached, a whole mis-
sionary literature had been created, 325
classes for the scientific study of missions
had been organized, 1,833 volunteers had
gone out in the service of fifty missionary
societies, and over 1,500 student mission-
ary societies had been organized with
70,000 members,

The day sessions were largely given to
the discussion of principles and practical
methods, the evening scssions to concrete
examples of missionary trials and tri-
umphs.  The reports of the missionary
heroes from the high places of the field
on the unevangelized millions were of a
soul-stirring character.

The Rev. C. A, R. Janvier, who for
fifteen years was engaged in mission work
in India, spoke with intense energy on
the difficulties encountered in that coun-
try—the domination of caste, the unspeak-
abie ignorance and {mmorality of the
people and their bitter religious fanati-
cism,

Dr. C. H. Underwood, who spent twenty
years in Corea, spoke with burning elo-
quence on the changes in Corea during
the last twenty years. It was then truly
the hermit nation, but now it was wide
open for the Gospel. The native Chris-
tians accepted the teachings of Christian-
ity with a childlike simplicity. When in
difficulty or danger they told it all to
‘* Father,” and left it with implicit trust
in his hands.

The address of Willis D, Hotchkiss, the
Quaker missionary in West Africa, stirred
every heart. When he went to his mis-
sion four years ago he walked three hun-
dred and fifty miles in thirty days. Now
the journey can be made in a day. He
had been attacked thirty times by African
fever, he had been four times attacked
by lions, he had lived fourteen months
without seeing a piece of bread, and had
eaten every kind of food from ants to
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rhinoceri, but gladly would he 80 back

again (o teach the heathe:, the meaning

of the word Saviour, a word which for
two and a half years he had sought in
their language,

Mr. Gamewell, that plnicky Methoaist
missionary who showed the foreign mili-
tary officers of the Pekin Legations how
to entrench and defend the beleaguered
compound, told with marked modesty the
stirring story of the siege, and of the
fidelity unto death of the martyred Chris-
tian converts, estimated at 30,000, includ-
ing 200 missionaries,

No man was heard with more profound
interest than bishop Thoburn, of the In-
dian mission of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. He was described by Secretary
Mott as “a missionary statesman, a mis-
sionary prophet, and 2 missionary
apostle.”  Bishop Thoburn especially em-
phasized the need of spiritual men for
this great spiritnal work. The mis-
sionary must go with a seraph’s zeal an_.
with a soul on fire to bring the fallen
races to the feet of Jesus. Not by con-
troversy but by bearing witness of the
lcve of God in Christ to a fallen world
would the hearts of the heathen be won.
For twenty years he had ceased to argue
in the bazaars; he appealed to the sense
of need of the human soul and pointed
to the Lamb of God who taketh away the
sins of the world.

The most striking note of the conven-
tion was its intense religious earnestness
and its profoundly spiritual character,
The presence of the Master was con-
tinually felt. Applause was suppressed,
and the pause of silent prayer was won-
deifully impressive,

Among the most notable missionaries
were Dr. F. Howard Taylor, the son of
Hudson Taylor, of the China Inland Mis-
sion, and his accomplished wife, who ad-
dressed one of the meetings, and won all
hearts by her saintly spirit and womanly
tenderness,

The Rev. J. w. Wood, a missionary
secretary of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, spoke on * The Printed Page as
a Missionary Force,” Where the living
voice cannot 80 the printed page can, and
it will abide when the voice has ceased
to speak. The quality of missionary litera-
ture greatly improved and the students
are using more than any other class—]et
the demand for the good and attractive
be created, and the publishers will be
zlad to give it,

The closing meeting of the convention
on Sunday night was one of great power
and pathos, Sympathetic greetings were

received by cable from many foreign
branches of the Student Volunteer Move-
ment. From Stockholm, * Hearty Greet-
ings”; from Christiania, *To Jive is
Christ ” ; from Rostock, * German volun-
teers greet you; one blood, one spirit, one

motive, one goal " ; from Calcutta, ** The
fields are white, time is short, send volun-
teers full of faith and power " ; from

Shanghai, ** One hundred million students
leaders of four hundred million suddenty
awakened; pray " ; “ North China calls,
fill up the gaps; victory ahead ” ; from
Tokyo, ** Christ conquers Japan,”

After most impressive addresses by Mr.
Mott, Mr. Robert E, Speer, of New York,
Prebendary Fox, of London, and Bishop
Thoburn, over one hundred student vol-
unteers announced their intention to pro-
ceed within a few months to the high
places of the field—to North China, “to
fill up the gaps " ; to Japaa, “ because of
the noble pportunity " ; to the Philip-
pines, * because of our obligations " ; to
West Africa, “ because called of God" :
to Turkey, * because of its sore need’
to India, * because it is the most profit-
able way to invest my life” ; to West
China, “ because 1 could not say no to
God’s call”; to Pery, “ because of its
great neglect "—and so the noble roll-call
broceeded—to Venezuela, to the Congo, to
Mexico, to the darkest places of the earth.
With profundest sympathy these hero
souls were committed to God and the
Word of his grace, and the great conven-
tion came to a close,

Tenth International Sunday Scheol
Convention.

_—

HE Tenth International (Fifteenth
National) Sunday School Con-
vention, representing the United

States andq Canada, Mexico, and Cuba,
will (D.V.) be held in the city of Den-
ver, Colorado, June 26th to 30th, 1902.
Each State, Province, ana Territory
should appoint a number of alternate
delegates from which any vacancies may
be filled that may occur in the regularly
appointed delegates, The offer of hos-
pitality and privilege of reserved seats in
the convention ig not extended to a
larger number than is allotted to any
State, Province, or Territory. The num-
ber of delegates to which Canada is en-
titled is as follows : Alberta, four; As-
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siniboia, four; British Columbia, eight;
Manitoba, twelve; Newfoundland, eight;
New Brunswick, sixteen, Nova Scotia,
twenty; Ontario, sixty; Prince Edward
Island, eight; Quebec, sixteen; Sas-
katchewan, four.

Delegates must bear credentials from
their Provincial organizations, and such
delegates should be appointed at the
convention next preceding the Denver
Convention, but if conventions have been
held, then delegates should be appointed
by the executive committee of these or-
genizations. In making appointments
preference should be given to well-
known Sunday School workers who are
identified with the State, Provincial, or
County organizations, care being taken
to represent the various sections of the
field and also the different evangelical
denoininations, in order that the best re-
presentative workers, whether pastors or
laymen, men or , may be selected

Hospitality is offered by the citizens
of Denver on what is known as * The
Harvard Plan,” viz.: Lodging and break-
fast only, to all regularly appointed dele-
gates whose names, properly vouched for
as appointed, shall be received by the
Entertainment Committee not later than
Friday, June 20th, 1902.

Very favorable arrangements have been
made for reduced fares on all the rail-
roads.

This convention, the first International
Sunday School Convention of the new
century, and the first ever held west of
St. Louis, will be an important meeting,
and demands the thoughtful and prayer-
ful consideration of all Christian workers.
Nothing can be of greater impurtance to
any people than the religious teaching
and training of the children and youth.
Some of the important matters to be con-
sidered are the following :

1. The present condition of organized
Sunday School work, and the best meth-
ods by which it can be improved and ex-
tended, including the work among the
colored people of the South, and in the
newly acquired possessions of the United
States.

2. The relation that the Sunday School
organizations of America sustain to other
bodies of Sunday School workers, and
our duty with reference to the advance-
ment of Sunday School work in all lands.

3. The work of the International Exe-
cutive Committee and the election of a
new committee to be composed of those
who have been nominated by the various
State, Provincial, and Territorie! Asso-
ciations.

4. The work of the International Les-
son Commitee, and the election of the
American section of a new committee
(the sixth), to serve, if present plans ure
continued, for six years, and whose duty
it may be to select the lessons for the
years 1906 to 1911.

5. The work of the Finance Committee,
and such action thereon as is needed to
provide the means to support and extend
the work.

6. Such other matters as may properly
be brought before the conveution.

The officers of all Sunday School or-
ganizations, and all pastors and teach-
ers, are requested to unite in prayer that
the blessing of God may be upon the
convention, and that His wisdom may
guide us in our work.

Marion Lawrence,
General Secretary, Toledo.

B. F. Jacobs,
Chairman Executive Committee, Chicago.

A Veteran Sunday School Worker.

HAVE been interested lately in read-
ing about workers in the Home
Class Department, so I thought I

would send you a sketch of what a
veteran Sunday School teacher has ac-
complished in the past two years as a
Home Class Worker.

Mrs. Robert Willis, of Glen Meyer, Ont.,
has been engaged in Sunday School work
for the past fifty-five years. Though
living in the country and a mile and a
half from the Sabbath School, she is sel-
dom absent. Two years ago she con-
sented to undertake the work of the
home class, reluctantly, as she felt it
was a work for a younger person; but
as none would volunteer to take it, she
felt it her duty to do what she could,
with God's help. As a result, her
labors have been crowned with success.
At one time she had thirty-three families
whom she visited, delivering quarterlies
and cards every three months, her total
number of scholars being seventy, When
she started the work, only three of these
families attended any Sunday School,
though there are two large Sunday
Schools in the neighborhood; but now
one or more members of nearly every
family attend regularly, her work extend-
ing three miles each way. Some of them
have told her that they were.living bet-
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ter lives from the help received from the
Home Class work.

On the 16th of April last, on her
seventy-fourth birthday, she invited her
home class to spend the afternoon at her
home. The majority of the children
came, and were entertained with plays
and games, etc. After lunch was served,
the quarterlies and cards were distributed.
They returned home well pleased with
the afternoon’s erjoyment.

She has at present only twenty-five
families, as some of the others have
moved out of that vicinity, and some
have died. Her work becomes more
interesting as time passes, and though
she will be seventy-five years old this
spring, she says she would not give up the
work as long as she is able to continue
it. She and her aged partner, who iy
nearly eighty years old, have all their
lives been engaged in active Christian
work. Truly her children shall rise up
and call her blessed. This dear mother
of Israel only gave her consent to have
this printed with a hope that it might
be an incentive to encourage others to
engage in the work. One of her mottoes
is, “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do it with thy might.”

—A Sunday School Worker.

The Baptisms at Pentecost.

T the times of the annual feasts of
Jerusalem, there were sometimes
half a million or a million people

there, mostiy dependent on five pools
for drinking water. Was it practicable
or allowable to take three thousand peo-
ple down into any or all of these pools
and immerse them ? Would it not have
polluted the water in the pools, physically,
so as to make it unfit for drinking ?
Would the disciples have attempted such
an act? Would the authorities have
permitted it ?

Yes, the pools were there; but they
were kept not only physicaily clean, but
also ceremonially pure, The Jew did
not eat or drink that which was cere-
monially defiled. Baptism symbolizes
the washing away of sin. The dipping
of that which is ceremonially unclean
into any vessel of water makes all the
water ceremonially unclean, (See Haggai
2, 13; Numbers 19. 15; Leviticus 11. 32,
33.)
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It is true that the dropping of a mouse
or other unclean animal into “a foun-
tain or pit wherein there is plenty of
water ” (Lev. 11. 36), defiled only that
part of the water *“ which toucheth their
carcass;” but the immersion of hundreds
of people would be sufficient surely to
defile the whole.

No, no, the only practicable means of
immersing three thousand people in ac-
cord with the dominant belief of those
Jews as to ceremonial cleansing, would
have been to make use of some deep
flowing stream of running water; and
such a stream is not found on the hill-
top of Jerusalem nor for miles around.

Baptism by affusion or sprinkling is
attended with none of these difficulties,
for the water in such case is dipped
from the fountain in a clean vessel; and
when applied to the applicant it is ap-
plied, and intentionally and conspicuous-
ly applied, as running water whose sym-
bolism is the washing away of sin. The
act of pouring or the act of sprinkling
presents the water as flowing, and as
symbolically bearing away the impurity.

In all discussions concerning a sacred
sacrament, we would wish to treat the
arguments of our opponent with all
gravity and seriousness. But in order
to do that, our Baptist friends really
ought not to put forth such an amusing
proposition as that a band of a dozen
timid disciples should immerse three
thousand persons in the public reservoirs
of Jerusalem without objection from the
rulers. The occurrence was without
any preparation therefor; they were but
barely recovered from the shock of the
crucifixion, unexpectedly endued with
the gift of the Holy Spirit, preaching
without premeditation or forethought
without baptisteries, twenty-five miles
distant from the nearest running water
of sufficient depth for immersion—the
immersion of the three thousand on that
day is a proposition utterly out of rea-
son.—Christian Observer,

The programme committee of the In-
ternational Sunday School Convention,
which is to meet in Denver the last week
in June, has appointed a committee to
consider the feasibility of holding the
fourth World’s Sunday School Convention
in 1904 at Jerusalem. Much may be
sald in favor of such a plan, especially
in the matter of sentiment. Some hust-

ling would be necessary to provide suffi-
cient hotel accommodations, but if the
business should be put into the right
hands it could be done.




St. Peter and St. Paul,

HESE portraits are copied, the
same size as the original, from
the bottom of a gilded glass cup

found in the Catacomb of St. Sebas.
tian at Rome. The early interments
by the Christians in the Roman cata-
combs included, besides Christian sym-
bols, some objects of Pagan  regard.
This having been the case in the section
in which the glass cup bearing the group
of the Saviour, Paul and Peter was dis-
covered, it seems conclusive that the age
was probably the fourth, if not the third,
century. The absence of the nimbus
(glory or circle) about the heads of Peter
and Paul, and its presence around the
Saviour's, may indicate the third century
or early in the fourth; for the nimbus
was generally used around the head of all
saints and divine persons in the latter
half of the fourth century. Tertullian
speaks of glass cups as used in sacra-
mental services, as also does Eusebius,
In this picture the Saviour is represented
as presenting a crown of life to the aApos-
tles ; the inscription is a prayer of the
friends of the dead, who was laid in the
tomb in the faith of Christ, and may be
paraphrased, ‘* Friendship's blessing ;
iy you live forever with thy (Saviour,)”
It is easy to discriminate in early Chris-
tian art between the two apostles so
highly honoured at Rome, * by the
strongly-marked conventional types to
which their portraits almost invariably
conform.  St. Paul is characterized by
the nobler form of face, a high, bold fore-
head, aquiline, Jewish n¢ se, dark hair and
eyes, a flowing and pointed beard, and a
refined and thoughtful expression of
countenance as became one brought up
at the feet of Gamaliel and instructed in
all the wisdom of Greek philosopher and
Hebrew sage. The Galilwean fisherman
is represented with strongly-knit frame,
broad rustic features, short grey hair, a
thick and closely-curling beard, generally
of silvery white, and an expression of
much force and energy of character. It
is probable that these types werve derived
from authentic tradition if not from actual

*St. Paul is designated the Illustrious
Doctor, the Vase of Election, the Teacher
of the Nations, and Preacher of Truth
throughout the world, —Egregie Doctor
Paule, Vas Electionis, Doctor Gentium,
Predictator Veritatis in Universo Mundo.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL,

portraits.*  Kusebius, Augustine, and
others of the fathers claim to have seen
representations of these apostles pre-
served in painting ; and the reputed por-
traits alleged to have been sent by Pope
Sylvester to the Emperor Constantine are
annually exhibited at St. Peter's for the
veneration of the faithful.

The cultus of Peter, the result of the
growing conception of his primacy, was
developed to.a degree second to only that
of Mary. Its extent and character in the
ninth century are indicated by a mosaic
in the triclinium of San Giovanni Di
Laterano at Rome, in which the apostle,
seated on a lofty throne, with the keys of
heaven and hell lying in his lap, is be-
stowing the pallium, or symbol of ecclesi.
astical power, on ** the Most Holy Lord,
Pope Leo"—so he is designated—and the
standard of battle on the imperor Charle-
magne, both of whom are kneeling at his
feet. Beneath is the following prayer,
addressed to Peter as to God ; * Beate
Petre dona vita Leoni Ppe Victoria Carlo
Regi Dona,”—** Blessed Peter, give life
to ﬁ)]m Leo, and victory to King Charles.”

This religious cultus culminated in the
erection of that noblest of all earthly
temples, raised to the honour of a lowly
fisherman, and in the idolatrous homage

* The scoffing Lucian, who may have con-
versed with some who witnessed the execu
tion of St. Paul, describes him as “the
bald-headed and long-nosed Galilean, who
mounted through the air into the third
heaven.” He also describes him as * a little
hooked-nosed Jew.” Nicephorus and the
Acts of Paul and Thecla S‘escribe him as
bald. The Apocryphal Actsand Malalas add
the epithets, ““Sweet and full of grace,”
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paid to the great bronze statue cast from
that of Jupiter Capitolinus, if it be not
indeed the identical statue of the heathen
deity transformed into that of the Chris-
tian apostle and Romish saint.

Nowhere in the Catacombs do we find
the least support for the notion that St.
Peter is in any sense the founder of the
Church in Rome, much less the rock on
which the church universal was built.
That honor is assigned in early Christian
art, as it is by the apostle himself, to
Jesus Christ, the * chief corner-stone,
elect, precious.”

Sunday School Temperance Lessons.

It is asserted that a movement is on
foot to induce the International Lesson
Committee, which is to meet in Denver
in June next, to abolish the temperance
lessons in connection with the Interna-
tional Sunday School Lessous. We can
scarcely believe that such a movement
exists. If the committee should drop the
temperance lessons, and it should be
shown that the action was due to any
unfriendliness to the temperance cause,
it would mark the beginning of the end
of the international committee and its
work.

It is stated that those who favor the
abolition of the quarterly temperance les-
sons do so on the ground of the poverty
of the Scriptures on the subject of tem-
perance, and that the committee has been
forced to select some lessons which, for
Sunday School use, their judgment did
not approve, and they had repeated other
lessons so often that they had become
monotonous. We regret that the quarterly
temperance lesson has not realized in re-
sultsallthat washopedfor. This, however,
is not due to the poverty of the Scrip-
tures nor to the undesirableness of fre-
quent instruction of the children in tem-
perance. On the contrary, temperance
has so much to do with the spiritual and
moral life of the child that we should
uot have less instruction, but more. In-
temperance is the greatest curse of the
age, and the warfare upon it should be
persistent ar unrelenting. Success
will finally come through the education
of generations of children, who when

they reach manhood and womanhood will
be the determined foes of the sale and use
of intoxicating liquors as a beverage. The
temperance sentiment of to-day is less

vigorous than it was twenty years or
more ago, because in the early days
much effort was given to the instruction
of the children in 8 nday Schools and
elsewhere and in succossful efforts to in-
duce them to sign the total abstinence
pledge, while in later years such instruc-
tion has been neglected. This instruc-
tion and efforts to induce children to
sign the pledge should be revived, We
need more active and earnest temperance
work in our Sunday Schools rather than
less. The methods of instruction may
be different from those of former years,
but the same object should be aimed at
—the creation of sentiment in favor of
total abstinence for the individual and

prohibition for the @.ate. This is a
duty the church owes to its children and
to itself.—North-western Christian Advo-
cate,

Dr. laclaren and Dr. Crafts selected
in ar hour enough passages for temper-
and lessons for two or three years.

Better Work in Our Schools.

IS there any reason why the teaching
work in Sunday Schools should not be
as well done as in other schools ? We
do not hesitate to answer in the negative.
But in making this answer a proper dis-
crimination must be made between the
subjects and situation in the Sunday
Schools and those in the day schools,
There are various reasons why confor-
mity to the discipline and methods of the
day schools cannot well be made. Thera
are some who dream of such a state of
things, and who in a failure to see i:
realized are disposed to misjudge the
whole realm of Sunday School teaching,
to discount it because it is not like some-
thing else.

Our criticism of Sunday School teach-
ing is not on the ground that its method s
are not in harmony with the methods
used in the day schools. The subjects
and the purposes of the teacher in th»
Bible school are so different from those
in other schools as to justify differen:
methods. But there is a more serious
ground of complaint in the fact that so
many of our teachers are without any
definite preparation, without any clearly
established purpose, and consequently
almost without any method at all,

In saying this we do not mean to ex
pbress any sympathy with the view of
Sunday School teaching recentlr given
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in the New York Outlook, that, while
the day schools have been advancing
along the lines of educational reform, our
Sunday Schools are but little in, advance
of their position a quarter of a century
ago. There are, on the other hand, but
few spheres in which there has been
greater progress, though the results can-
uot be subjected to the same clap-trap
methods of exhibit which often prevail
elsewhere,

But despite this improvement there is
room for much inore. What men are
pleased to call educational reform has
been vastly overdone in the day schools;
il 18 somewhat underdone in the Sunday
Schools. If the system of public graded
schools were cut half in two by allowing
only half the number of pupils to the
teacher, and then cut half in two again
by the assignment of Jjust half the amount
of work of the pupil, it would be a vast
improvement upon the present order.

There are, nevertheless, some respects
in which the Sunday School may learn
valuable lessons from the day schools.
In general, the greatest defect is in the
versonal preparation of the teacher for
his work. This comes in a chief measure
from the fact that we have no systematic
plan for the training of those who are to
occupy these important positions. There
ought to be such a provision, and at
some day in the future there will be,

Meanwhile the fact that a person when
chosen to be a Bible teacher is unprepared
for the work is not a sufficient ground
for declining to enter upon it. This is
not the way in which we treat the busi-
ness of this world, the business which
pertains to time only and to material
things. In secular affairs the determina-
tion to enter upon a given course of life
is followed by a costly and even painful
preparation. While the purpose to do,
is allimportant in its place, it is not all-
sufficient. This s certainly no less true
in religious than in secular things. There
Is now no reason why a teacher who
has been called into the work unpre-
pared should continue in that state,

There are certain things which every
teacher can have and which no teacher
may do without. They are the things
which will make any sensible teacher
fuccessful. The first of these is a correct
conception of the work. We do not say
a full conception, for this is not to be
expected at first, and in those who are
destined to b the best teachers it is

uot possible. Growth in the conception
of the work is one of the signs of life in
the teacher. But any one who is of thor-
oughly sound mind and has that spiritual

discernment which belongs to those wao
are born of God can have a correct notion
of the work. By a correct conception we
mean at least a clear, common-sense view
of the nature of the work itself. This
implies a sense of responsibility, an appre-
ciation of the value of character, and a
perception of the relation between the
means to be useq and the end to be
accomplished. A mere sense of responsi-
bility in the beginning will, under proper
conditions, grow into a broad conscien-
tlousness; the appreciation of souls, into
a victorious enthusiasm; and the per-
ception of the relation between means and
ends, into an effective method. In other
words, these primary or cardinal quali-
ties will be constantly growing toward
the formation of the ideal teacher.

Next to a correct conception of the
work comes a plan of study. Prepara-
tlon made according to a definite plan,
however simple and even defective it
may be, is better than a larger amount
of work done in a desultory way. It re-
sults in greater clearness and in a more
orderly arrangement of subjeci. matter in
the mind of the teacher. We have known
some very bright and well-informed teach-
ers who were nevertheless very poor
teachers, simply from the lack of a plan
in making preparation.

Another thing of prime importance is
that each teacher shall have at least a
few good books on the work of teaching.
These are in their lowest function the
tools of the teacher's vocation. It is pos-
sible that we have thousands of teachers
who have never read even one good
chapter on the general subject of teach-
ing, to say nothing of these special lines
of work on which the best teachers have
written. A small outfit can be had now
for so small a sum that none need he
without it. Only one cheap book at a
time, purchased and carefully studied,
and the dry and inefficient teacher {s
transformed into an interested, interest.
ing, and influential person,

These are matters which no teacher is
at moral liberty to disregard. The ac-
ceptance of such a position implies the
obligation to prepare for doing the work
in the right way. There are at least two
other parties to this matter besides the
teacher: they are the pastor and super-
intendent, whose places also imply an
obligation to direct and assist the inex-
perienced or unprepared teacher in be-
coming ready for the best work possible.
One of the hest services either can render
to a school is that of suggesting hooks
for the use of teachers according to the
needs of each.—S. 8. Magazine,
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The Necromancer's

Feat.
BY J, w, BENGOUGH,
NECROMANCER
A once visited a

Canadian town
to give a show. On
the appointed evening
before the Perform-
ance began, the Town
Couneil waited upon
the Professor and col-
lected the custom-
ary License Fee,
giving him a Re.
ceipt therefore, duly
signed by the Mayor and Town Clerk.
A large audience gathered; and the Ne-
cromancer announced that he would per-
form a Wonderful Feat, if any Man
present would allow his Boy to come up
on the Stage.: A Parent in the Audience
complied, and sent up a Fine, Bright
Lad, who went forward with a Smile on
his Face. Placing the Boy in full view
of the People, the Professor waved a
Wand over him and said, “ Presto !” At
once the Boy was transformed into a
Simpering Imbecile in Rags and Tatters.
Now, Sir,” cried the astounded and
horrrified Father, “ restore him to what
he was!” But the Necromancer re-
plied, “ That I do not profess to be able
to do.  You had beter send him to a
Gold Cure Institute or somewhere,”
Then, in his rage, the Father sought to
break up the Show, but the Professor,
under the protection of his License,
called upon the Police to eject him as
an Unruly Person—which they did.

Moral.—The name of the Professor
was Rumtrade, and he g0es on perform-
ing this same feat night after night in
every town and city of the country,—
From “The Prohibition Aesop,” in The
Templar,

' Hey, Mresto 1"

—

Absolutely Fiendish,

—_—

This item would do well to go with
the cut of “ Feeding the Saloon Alligator
with Bright Boys,” which appeared in
our last number, The Rey, S. W. Spar-

ling described that picture and all that it

The Magic'an's Wand and the Drink Speli Change tlie
Bright Boy into a Ragged Imbecile.

means in g thrilling manner in the
Metropolitan pulpit a few weeks ago.

From The Presbyterian Banner we
quote the following, given as the words of
an officer of the Liquor League of Ohio,
at a meeting in which the interests of
the saloon interests were being dis-
cussed :

“It will appear from these facts, gen-
tlemen, that the success of our business
is dependent largely upon the creation
of appetite for drink. Men who drink
liquor, like others, will die, and if there
is no new appetite created, our counters
will be empty, as Will be our coffers.
Our children wi 80 hungry, or we must
change our business to that of some
other more remunerative,

“The open field for the creation of this
appetite is among the boys. After men
have grown and their habits are formed,
they rarely ever change in this regard.
It will be needful, therefore, that mis-
sionary work be done among the boys,
and T make the suggestion, gentlemen,
that nickels expended in .reats to the
boys now, will return in dollars to your
tills after the appetite has been formed.
Above all things, create appetite !

Such a statement Seems absolutely
fiendish; and vet, whether spoken or
unspoken, the fact remains that the
traffic exists only by recruits from among
the boys, « Wanted, a hundred thou-
sand boys,” must be the constant motto
of this infamous business, that a few
may grow rich and their children live in
luxury while their patrons go down to
the lowest depths of degradation ang
poverty.
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Such a frank statement ought to areuse
parents to take the proper steps to pro-
tect their children from a Moloch, beside
whom the ancient minotaur of Crete, who
fed on young men and maidens from
Athens, was a patron saint.—Union
Signal.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for March.

One of the most interesting articles in
this number is that by C. C. James, M.A.,
Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Ontario,
on *“ The Irish Palatines,” with portraits.
This is a story of unique interest, con-
necting Canadian Methodist with the
persecuting wars of Louis XIV. An out-
line of Sir Edwin Arnold’s new poem on
the first circumnavigation of Africa, with
fine engravings, some striking illustra-
tions of the “ Grand Canyon of Arizona,”
and pictures and sketches of the “ Black
Belt,” are presented. Of much interest
at the present temperance crisis is the
illustrated account of Lady Henry Somer-
set's social experiments in England, and
a review of the current legislation. * The
Pathos and Humour of Mission Life,” by
the Rev. J. C. Seymour, and * Medical
Mission Work in China,” by Dr. O, L.
Kilborn, have an appositeness in connec-
tion with the great mission convention
in Toronto. The story of Henry Broad-
hurst, the working mason who entered
Gladstone’s Government, reads like a ro-
mance. An Easter flavour is given the
number by Isabelle Horton's exquisite
Easter story, and by several fine Easter
poems. Principal Maggs writes strongly
on “ The Sword of the Lord Still Edged,”

and Chancellor Burwash on ‘College
Problems.”

Toronto : Wiliam Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax : S. F. Huestis.

$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

The King James Bible,

In telling of the lineage of the Eng-
lish Bible, in Harper's Magazine for
March, H. W. Hoare pays a tribute to
the King James version and the scholars
who made it :

‘“Its scholarship marked a conspicuous
advance even on that of Geneva,” he says.
“It was free from bias, and did not pro-
voke opposition by any polemical notes.
The character of its diction was in full
harmony with the key-note which

Wyeliffe had been the first to sound, and

which Tyndale had re-echoed.

Its Eng-
lish was the people’s English, yet re-
flecting at the same time all the glow
and glory of a period never surpassed in

i

the whole history of letters. Receiv-
ing the jewel committed to them with a
deep sense of devout responsibility, King
James’ revisers provided for it a setting
of imperishable beauty. In strength
and tenderness, in its sustained note of
nobility and solemnity, in its wondrous

pathos, in its chastened sobriety, sim-
plicity, and directness, in the semblance
of inevitableness under which the elabor-
ate art of it lies concealed, in its hunt-
ing cadences and rhythms, the richness
and power and grandeur of our native
tongue have been enshrined for evermore,
In other respects our debt to King James
may not be great, but in the history of
the English Bible he stands out as the
energetic, sagacious, and wide-minded
promoter of an enterprise not unworthy |
of the nation.” |

When Christ Shall Come,

BY JOSEPH PASCOE,
That Christ shall come to judge the world
Is clearly by his word made known:
Heaven's royal banners be unfurled,
And angel bands surround his throne

Behold him coming in the skies,
The lightnings flash, the thunders roll
The dead shall from their graves arise,
And earth shall shake from pole to pole.

The sun shall cease to give his light,
The moon no more on earth shall shine;

And stars shall cease to grace the night,
And pale before his light divine.

The world itself shall be dissolved,
And pass away in funeral fire;

And planets, which for years revolved
Around the sun, shall then expire.

Summoned to him, in dread array.
All nations shall before him stand;
He will his sovereign power display.
Throughout the world, in every land

The dead shall then, both great and small,
Appear before his judgment seat;

In justice he will judge them all,
The verdict then will be complete.

O Christ, my Prophet, Priest, and King,
Prepare me for thy coming sure;

May I in heaven thy praises sing
And dwell with thee for evermore.

Petitcodiac, N.B.
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Onward Free.

To secure its introauction, Onward wili
be sent free for one month, on applica-
tion, to schools not now taking it.
Pleasant Hours will also be sent free for
one month to such schools,

During the present prohibition cam-
paign both these papers will contain
many articles, stories, pictures, cartoons,
and poems on temperance as well as im-
portant missionary and other articles.

Send address to which papers should
be mailed and number of scholars in the
school. Our ministers can aid us in in-
trodueing these papers. Our Sunday
School papers were never more popular:
increased in circulation 16,000 last year;
had to print extra editions this year,
They should be in every school.

Address, Willilam Briggs, Methndist
Publishing House, Toronto.

Another Canadian to the Front.

Prof. J. H. Stevenson, Ph.D., has been
invited to edit the initial volume of the
Assyrian and Babylonian Library. He
leaves in May for the British Museum,
where he will spend the summer collect-
ing material. The professor is author
of Holman and Stevenson’s ‘* Herodotus
and Eastern Empires,” “ Babylonian and
Assyrian Contract Tablets,” and is co-
editor (with Prof. Tolman) of the Van-
derbilt Oriental Series, twelve volumes
of which are published or in prepara-
tion.  Prof. J. H. Stevenson is one of
Ontario’'s boys who has won his place
among the world’s successful ones. He
is a graduate of McGill University,
where he carried off the gold medal in
his special subject. For several years
he was in the ministry of the Methodist
Church in this country, but through
taste and scholastic attainments he found
his sphere as professor of Oriental Lan-
guages in Vanderbilt University. He is
the son-in-law of our own Dr. Suther-
land, Missionary Secretary.

- —

A Chicago paper Jescribes Professor
Pearson’s heresy as a shrewd advertising
dodge to sell his new book, “The Car-
penter Prophet.”

Book Notices.

*“The Child's Bible.” Being a consecu-
tive arrangement of the Narrative and
Other Portions of Holy Scripture in
the words of the Authorized Version.
Introduction by the Rev. Robert Stuart
MacArthur, D.D. Introduction by the
Right Rev. W. Croswell Doane, D.D.
New York : Cassell & Company. To-
ronto : William Briggs. Octavo, Pp.
xvi-610, Price, $5.00,

This is a new and improved issue of
a book which has delighted successive
generations of children. It presents
God’s revelation of himself to man in
appropriate selections from the venerable
and time-honoured words of the Hely
Bible. These are iliustrated with a hun-
dred full-page engravings from such
great artists as Maclise, Vernet, Poynter,
Holman Hunt. Gilbert, Eastlake, the
wonderful pictures of Martin, and other
famous artists. It is just the kind of
book to make the young child familiar
with this matchless classic of all the ages
and fill his memory with its storied pic-
tures.

What a mistake to load the mind with
the impossible adventures of Jack the
Giant Killer, and other legends of fairy
lore when incomparably nobler and
sacred tales may fil! the mind. This is
just the book for children to read at
their mother's knee, or for the little ones
who cannot read to have its ennobling
stories told and its pictures explained
hy the sweetest voice on earth. We
have pleasure in quoting the words with
which Bishop Boyd-Vincent introduced
its first edition :

“ Let this book be taught faithfully to
the little people by every advice that in-
genuity can construct, by every con-
straint that authority can evoke. Asso-
ciate it in their minds with all that is
best and most sacred in the sweetness
of home, the preciousness of mother, the
sanctity of the Sabbath; and thus lay
the foundation of character which shall
stand the test of temptation in later life,
and upon which shall rise a superstruc-
ture of achievement and reputation and
of eternal blessedness hereafter.”

In these days when periodicals and
books are so multiplied there is danger
of crowding out the best of all books,
hence it is of the utmost importance that
children very early should become
familiar with its tender stories, with its
holy characters, with its sacred sungs;
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that they should, like little Samuel, early
learn to say, “ Speak, Lord, thy servant
heareth;” that they should, like Timothy,
be instructed in the Scriptures from
their earliest youth. It will give new
interest to the Sunday School lessons, to
the Home Department, to the household
readings of the Word of God.

The pictures are not the crude and false
representations sometimes given, but are
careful studies by the world’s greatest
masters, These will fill the mind with
images of beauty and of grace, and cul-
tivate the taste while they touch the
heart. Indeed, children of a larger growth
will find much pleasure in the study of
this biblical art.

“ Minister's Manual and Pocket Ritual.”
By Rev. C. E. Mandeville, D.D. Cin-
cinnati : Jennings & Pye. New York:
Eaton & Mains. Toronto : William
Briggs.  Price, 60 cents.

This is a very neatly printed morocco
bound manual containing Scripture selec-
tions for use in the sick-room, for
funerals, and the marriage, baptismal,
and communion ritual. We do not fully
appreciate the beauty of this ritual, the
common heritage of all the Methodist
churches, coming down to us from the
time of Edward VI. Its noble and beau-
tiful words and the evangelical teach-
ings make it one of the most precious
legacies of the Christian Church,

“The New Hearthstone.” A Bridal
Greeting. By John Fletcher Hurst.
* Cincinnati : Jennings & Py New
York : Eaton & Mains. Joronto :
William Briggs. Pp. 46. Price, $1.00
in case.

This is one of the most dainty and
elegant books that has reached us lately.
It is a beautiful souvenir of one of the
most important events which can come
into two lives. It contains wise coun-
sels on the guarding and adorning the
hearthstone, on fireside festivals, and the
like, It is beautifully bound in white
and gold.

All told, the Sunday School publica-
tions of the Methodist Book Concern,
says The Christ’an Advocate, have in-
creased in circulation during the year
nearly 100,000. This is well, but it
should be “weller.” If our Sunday
Schools and our teachers took our pub-
lications the increase would be almost

amazing. But they are coming to it,
more 80 every year, and the time is not
far distant when all Methodist Sunday
Schools will get their supplies from the
Methodist Book Concern. And any-
thing else is not only disloyal, but dis-
honest. That word “ dishonest” has
an ugly look, but suppose we let it stand,
;1tnd give people a chance to think about

Margaret E. Sangster thus writes of
that noble Canadian book, “ Where the
Sugar Maple Grows” : “I have enjoyed
every page, and especially have felt the
freshness and sweetness of the atmos-
phere, and the idyllic character of
the sketches. The same quality of ten-
derness and truth which made us love
the stories of Drumlochty, pervades your
stories of village life in Canada. What-
ever I can do by way of helping the suc-
cess of the book shall be done, and your
publishers may use any part of this let-
ter which you choose to give them in any
way they think best.”

Pictures and Maps in the
Adult Clas..

Teachers of adult classes need as
thorough an equipment in the way of
appeals to the eye and to the imagination
as do primary teachers. Pictures, maps,
or drawings make impressions in all
grades. In an adult class where a vol-
ume of Oriental photographs is used in
connection with a map of Palestine, it is
encouraging to note advancement in the
knowledge of biblical geography, and a
consequent increase of interest in in-
telligent Bible study.—S. S. Times.

We have received from the Ethological
Association of Canada a letter setting
forth its noble objects, one of the most
earnest and high-souled announcements
of purpose we have ever read. It is in
brief “to use every means by which
Canada may be raised to a position of
moral sovereignty among the peoples of
the earth.” It sets forih loftiest ideals
and summons every true Canadian to
high and holy living. This appeal will
be widely circulated, and we commend it
to the heart-felt sympathy of every
Canadian patriot.
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What is a Child,

BY REV. €. A, 5, DWIGHT.

CHILD is a bunch of muscles,
a bundle of wires, a ganglion
of nerves, a centre of psychical
life, a spring of impulses, an axis
of action. A child is an incarna-
tion of go and of get. It is all sorts of
motors in one—a locomotive, a locomo-
bile, an automobile, a gas engine, a
bicycle, an electric motor. (It is the
business of the Sunday School to train
the child also to become an air-ship,
sailing through the higher heavens) A
child is a collection of capacities—there
is no telling what it is not going to do
next. It is a question-mark, a walking
interrogation, a running puzzle, It
needs to be headed off as much as to he
goaded on; it must be equipped with the
air-brake as well as with the throttle
lever,

Yet the child is not simply a machine,
even though it be admitted to be a
mechanical marvel. It is more than an
engine—it is an energizer It stirs its
elders from their respectalle middle-aged
lethargy because of its boundless ambi-
tion. It is a little modern impersona-
tion of Charity which hopeth all things.
It is a lark singing as it rises. It is a
poem in flesh and blood. It may be a
hero or heroine worthy of the hexa-
meters,

A child is a cluster of sensibilities, a
nucleus of impressions, a meeting-point
for all sorts of impacts and influences.
It is constantly feeling the surrounding
world by means of tender tentacles,
which are often hurt and easily ruined.
The average child is sensitive beyond
expression. Its tendriled affections de-
serve the kindest, most sympathetic
treatment; for if once its faith be de-
stroyed and its love rebuked, its devo-
tion will not pass that way again, It
will in that event retire like a bivalve
within its calcareous case, which case
may in time grow to be an impenetrable
shell of selfishness, a rough, vigid tegu-
ment of sin.

A child is a possibility—possibly a
veril or a power, It will develop—there-
in lies its curse or its crown. They
make men and women—or demons—out
of such as it. On the one hand, a child
is a peril. It it 80 unrebuked where

its instincts are wrong, it it be thwarted
where its impulses are innocent, its
growing life will recoil upon itself like a
snake for a spring. Where childhood is
misinformed, misguided, bewitched, dis-
tressed, distorted, look out for the
polson! On the other hand, childhood
is a promise. It is a bud; and if from
that bud the insidious insects of evil be
kept away, in due time will be developed
the fine flower and fruit. There is no
telling what destinies to-morrow walk
around in that child to-day. Guard the
child well, for eternity is in him !

We are trustees of childhood; ~e are
charged with the duty of its Christward
culture.  Children are a blessing, but
they are also a burden. The burden is
one of solemn religious responsibility.
And for these things only the childlike
in heart, the spiritually poor in spirit,
themselves learners in turn of the Great
Teacher, are sufficfent.- Pilgrim Teacher.

The All-Transforming Cross.

BY REV. . OHN LAYC(OCK,
I stood before a picture of the Cross—
The symbol once of shame—
And marvelled much an instrument so
8ross,
Of torture should have fame:
Thex;l thought I how the Christ had glori-
d

e
The ignominious beam on which he died.

Since then the Cross before my sight ap-
pears
A thing of sacred pride—
Of hope, of joy, e'en when mine eyes with
tears
Gaze on the Crucified.
And as along life’s rugged way I move,
The Cross, my object lesson, is of love.

I had a blessed vision of the Christ
Bearing my guilt and sin.

Impaled upon the cruel Cross—when first
I yearned for peace within;

Then turned my feet into life’s shining

way
That upward leads e'en to the perfect day.

Lo! now my joy is full—a jewelled crown
Before my sight doth rise—

A crown of glory and of blest renown
Awaits me in the skies;

So press I onward to the crowning time—

The resurrection day, august, sublime.

Minnedosa, Man.
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Descriptive and Explanatory ndex

OF PERSONS, PLACES, INSTITUTIONS, MANNERS AND CUS10MS REFERRED To IN THE Lissoss,

Ananias.—Lesson I1.—A Christian of
Damascus, who led Saul of Tarsus to the
full blessings of the Gospel. Nothing
concerning him is known beyond Paul's
statement, “ He was a devout man ac-
cording to the law, having a good report
of all the Jews which dwelt” in Damas-
cus.

Angel, “ Angel of the Lord.”—Lessons
IV., VL—Tb2 word angel literally means
messenger, and sometimes in the Bible
refers to prophets or spiritual teachers
(Rev. 1. 20). In general, however, the
term is applied to an order of created
beings of high rank and great power, ont-
side the realms of nature with which
mankind is acquainted. Setting aside
the legends and myths which have arisen
concerning them, and contining our inves-
tigations to the teachings of the Bible,
we conclude : (1) That they are spiritual,
and not material (Heb. 1. 7). (2) That
they are able to appear in form like men
(Acts 1. 10). (3) That they are very
numerous (Psa. 68, 17). (4) That while
most of them are holy and perform God's
will (Heb. 1. 14), some have fallen from
their first estate and become wicked (2
Pet. 2. 4), (5) That good angels are
interested in Christ’s kingdom, and labor
for its progress (Luke 15. 7). (6) That
they have a part in the transactions of
the judgment day (Matt. 24, 30, 31). (7)
That they appeared more than once to
the Saviour during his incarnation (Matt.
¢ 11; Luke 22, 43). (8) That they are
often employed, both visibly and in-
visibly, in ministering to God's people
(Heb. 1. 14). The incarnation was the
point of touch where two worlds (heaven
and earth) came together; and the fre-
quent occurrence of angelic visits during
Christ's life and the years that imme-
diately followed it was a matter of course.
A message so thoroughly supernatural as
the Gospel could not be completely given
to men without supernatural messengers,
It is not easy to tell how angels ap-
peared. In most cases where they are
described it is as “men in bright cloth-
ing” (Acts 10. 30). Feathered wings
are a picturesque addition suggested by
the visions of Ezekiel, the old cherubic
traditions, and the pagan monuments,
and made much of by mediaeval painters,

Bed.—Lesson IL.—A roll of carpet or
matting, which could be easily spread

out or rolled up; to “make it” was to
roll it up.

Caesarea.—Lessons 1V., VI.—The chief
Roman city of Palestine in New Testa-
ment times, situated on the Mediter-
ranean, south of Mount Carmel, forty-
seven miles north-west of Jerusalem. It
was named by Herod the Great in honor
of Augustus Caesar. It was the resi-
dence of the Roman procurators or gov-
ernc of Palestine,

Chief Priests.—Lesson I.—A general
term for the leaders of the priestly order.
It may refer to tlL. heads of the twenty-
four *‘courses,” to those who occupied
seats in the Sanhedrin, or, generally, to
those whose force of character made them
conspicuous. It should not be confused
with the title high priest.

Damascus.—Lesson I.—One of the oldest
cities of the world, one hundred and
thirty miles north-east of Jerusalem, on
a plain at the foot of the Antilebanon
Mountains. It has always been the
metropolis of Eastern Syria, and has now
one hundred and forty thousand inhabit-
ants. Its surroundings in ancient times
were enchanting. Its climate is delight-
ful.

Disciples,.—Lessons 1., II., V. VIII.,
IX.--The name by which those who loved
Jesus while he lived were called—especi-
ally his chosen twelve, After his death
and resurrection the term * disciples "
was passed on to all believers,

Dorcas.—Lesson I1.—A disciple at Joppa
beloved for her good works, who was re-
stored to life by the apostle Peter. Dor-
cas is the Greek word for “ Tabitha:"
both names would be used by a mixed
population such as that which dwelt in
Joppa, which Strabo describes as being
inhabited by Egyptians, Arabians, and
Phoenicians. And as names in the East
are given to represent traits of person or
character, this probably indicates that
she had beautiful eyes.

Eneas.—Lesson II.—A paralytic of
Lydda healed by Peter, Whether or not
he was a Christian is unknown, See
Palsy,

Galilee—Lesson IIL.—The northern
province of Palestine in the time of our
Lord; a large and populous portion of
the country, embracing the territory of
the tribes of Asher, Issachar, Naphtali,
and Zebulun.

P S

e SRR S S,

N M. o s 5 e

S G ik 0 i

oD m s




i AR

RPN =t

s i e o S i oS St .

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. xv

Gentiles.—Lessons 1., 1II., V., Vi,
X.—All people who were not Hebrews,

High priest.—Lesson I.—The highest
ecclesiastical officer in the Jewish Church,

Holy Ghost.—The first * descent” of
the Holy Ghost was unique in its ac-
cumpaniments; the noise of the rushing
mighty wind and the vision of the flaming
longues were never repeated even in
apostolic history. The “gift"” of the
Holy Ghost seems to have varied with
the need of the recipients. It gave the
power to talk in unknown tongues, or to
heal diseases, or to supernaturally affect
an assembly, according to the exigency
of the hour, When considering these
variations of gifts Paul says, “1 show
unto you a more excellent way.” Better
than miracle-working is likeness to God;
and the very best gift of the Holy Ghost
to us is that serenity of soul, that con-
scious possession of the higher life which
is itself the miracle of miracles.

Israel.—Lessons I., 111.—* Israel,” which
means “ Soldier of God,” was the name
given to Jacob after his wrestle with the
angel of God; afterward applied to his
descendants, The Jews were called the
*“ children of Israel ” quite as frequently
as the “ children of Abraham.”

Jerusalem.—Lessons 1., III., v, V—
The ancient capital of the Holy Land,
situated in Judea, directly west of the
north end of the Dead Sea. It is 2,600
feet above the level of the Mediterranean
Sea, and 3,600 feet above the Jordan val-
ley.  First mentioned as Salem (Gen,
14. 18), afterward as Jebus, the city of
the Jebusites. It was captured by David
and made his capital. It is also called
Zion and the city of David. The city
was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar B.C.
586, and rebuilt under Cyrus B.C. 536. It
was under Persian rule until B.C, 332,
when it was captured by Alexander the
Great. In B.C. 170, under the Maccabees,
it regained its independence, and held it
until B.C. 63, when the Roman Pompey
entered the city. It was destroyed by
Titus A.D. 70. For several years after
the resurrection of Christ the Church of
Jerusalem was the official head of Chris-
tendom.

Jews.—Lessons III., V., VI, VIL, VIIL,
IX.—This name, now commonly applied
to all Israelites, was used at first to desig-
nate the descendants of Judah, and, later,
the inhabitants of Judea.

John (the Baptist).—Lessons III., IV.—
The forerunner of Christ, son of Zech-

arjas and cousin of our Lord. The sum
of his preaching was repentance; his
mission, to point to the Lamb of God.
Shortly after he had given his testimony
to the Messiah he was imprisoned in the
castle of Machaerus, and was there be-
headed by order of Herod.

Joppa.—Lessons I1., IV.—The seaport of
southern Palestine; now called Jaffa or
Yafa. Thither came from Lebanon ma-
terials for the temple (2 Chron, 2. 16),
and from it Jonah sailed (Jonah 1. 3).

Judea.—Lessons IIL, IV., V., VI.—This
name is now frequently applied to the
whole of the Holy Land. Properly speak-
ing, however, it signifies one of the three
provinces into which Palestine was
divided in New Testament times, It is
80 used in these lessons,

Lydda.—Lesson II.—A town on the
plain of Sharon, nine miles from Joppa.
See Saron. It was anciently known as
Lod, now as Lydd. In Peter's day it
was the seat of a great rabbinic school.
A watercourse outside the town bears the
name of Peter,

Nazareth.—Lesson 111.—A small city ot
the tribe of Zebulun, in lower Galilee,
situated about seventy-three miles north
of Jerusalem and west of Mount Tabor.
Here Christ dwelt from his childhood till
he commenced his public ministry,

Palsy.—Lesson I11.—In all ages paralysis
and nerve diseases have prevailed
throughout the RBast.

Peter.—Lessons 1I., III., IV., VI.—The
son of Jonas and brother of Andrew.
His original name was Simon, but Jesus
named him Cephas, or Peter (that is, A
Stone). Called by Jesus to follow him,
he became his disciple and afterward a
“pillar” in the early Christian Church.
He is said to have suffered martyrdom
at Rome, being crucified with is head
downward. A noble-hearted, headlong
man. Peter’s tour of inspection, men-
tioned in verse 32 of Lesson II., shows
that the apostles at Jerusalem exercised
supervision over the churches of Pales-
tine.

‘Simon a tanner.”—Lesson II.—o0f
this man nothing is known. Peter’s so-
journ with him has been held as an in-
dication that Peter had already relaxed

Somewhat of his Jewish exclusiveness,

for the trade was considered unclean by
the Pharisees, and those who wrought
at it were required to dwell apart. A
house is still shown in Joppa tradition-
ally bearing the name of Simon.
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Saints.—Lesson IL.—The phrase thus
translated means “ consecrated ones.”
It was early used by Christians when
speaking of “the household of faith.”

Saron, properly Sharon.—Lesson II.—
A fertile plain on the seashore of Pales-
tine, between Caesarea and Joppa. In
ancient times it was densely populated,
and was renowned for fertility and
beauty,

Straight.—Lesson I.—A street in Da-
mascus, about a mile long, and cutting
the city from east to west. It still exists,
though now called by the natives the
" Street of Bazaars.” It was at that
time, doubtless, a magnificent avenue
Illned with columns; now it is a narrow
alley.

Synagogue.—Lessons I, VIL,—A place
for public prayer and Bible study. There
were four hundred and eighty of these
at Jerusalem. They were arranged part-
ly according to nationalities, partly ac-
cording to trades,

Tarsus.—Lesson I, V.—A city of
Cilicia, on the Mediterranean, then one
of the largest in the empire, now a town
of twenty thousand people. The birth-
place of Paul,

“Upper chamber.”—Lesson I1.—Not
any room above the ground floor, which
would be otherwise expressed in Greek;
much less a garret or inferior apartment;
but a comparatively spacious room re-
served both in Greek and Jewish houses
for the use of guests or for unusual oc-
casions,

LESSONS AND GOLDEN TEXTS SECOND QUARTER.
Studies in the Book of the Acts.

Lesson 1. A‘rril 6.—SAUL or TARSUS CONVERTED,
Acts 9. 1-12. Study Acts 9. 1-20, Comumit vs. 3-5, Gorbex
Taxr: Acts 3. 19, Repent ye, therefore, and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted out.

2. April 13, — PeteR, ExRAS, ANDDORCAS,  Acts, 82.43,
Coinmat vs. 40 42, (Read Luke 10, 1-24.) Goupey Texr+
Acts9-34. Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.

3. April 20.—PktER AND CORNELIUS, Acts 10, 84-44.
Study Acts 10, 34-48.  Commit vs, 42-44. GoLDEN Texr:
Acts 10. 34, God is no respecter of persons.

4. April 27.—GeNTILES RECEIVED INTO THRE CHURCH.
Acts 11. 4-15. Study Acts 11, 118, Commit vs. 7-9.
GoLoes Texr 10. 43, Whosoever believeth on him
on of sins,

RCH AT ANTIOCH IN SYRIA.  Acts 11,

-24. (Read Isa. 62) Goubes Trxr:
« 30, nd of the Lord was with them ; and a
great number believed and turned unto the Lord,
May 11.—PeTER DELIVERED FROM PRISON. Acts 12,
Study Acts 12 1-19. Commit vs. 6.7, GoLoes Texr -
a. 34. 7. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about
them that fear him and delivereth them.

7. May 13, —Tue EARLY CHRISTIAN MissioNaries, Acts
1 2, Commit rs, 4 GoLoey Text: Matt. 28, 19,
Go ye therefore, and tea h all nations.

Lesson 8. May 25, —Pavl AT AxtiocH 1y Pisioia.
Acts 13, 43-52, Commil vs, 46, 47. (Read Acts 13. 13»1:}
GoLDRN Text : Acts 13. 38, Through this man is preach
unto you the forgiveness of sins,

9. June 1.—PAuL ATLystRA. Acts 14, 819, Study Acts
14, Cominit vs. 810, (Read Acts 14,) GOLDEN
: 2Tim, 2, 3. Thou therefore endure harduess, as
a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

10. June 8.—~Tuk CousciL AT JERUSALEM, Acts 15
Commit vs, 30-32. (Read Acts 15.) GoLbex Text Gal,
5. 1, Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith
Ohrist hath made us free,

11. June 15.—PavL Crosses 10 Eviore, Acts 16. 6 15,
Commit vs. 9, 10. (Read Acts 16. 1-5) GoLpex Texr :
Acts, 22, 15, Thou shult be his witness untoall men.

12. June 22.—TrurkRANCE Lessox. Rom. 13, 8:14.
Commitvs. 12:14, Goupes Texr: Rom. 13. 12. Let us
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put
on the armour of light,

13. June 20.—REVIEW. GOLDEN TEXT: Luke 2, 32, A
light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy peop'e
Israel.

ORDER OF SERVICES—SECOND QUARTER.,

OPENING SERVICE,
L. SiLesce.
11, RespoNsIVE SENTENCES. (Psa. 122,)
Sver, I was glad when they said unto me, Let us
go into the house of the Lok,
ScuooL. Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O
Jerusalem.
Sver.  Jerusalem iuhlmilded as a city that is com-
i

ot together :
Scioow. Wmher the tribes go up, the tribes of the
Lorn, unto the testimony of Israel, to
give thanks unto the name of the Lorp,
Suer, For there are set thrones of Judgment, the
thrones of the house of David.
Scroow. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall
prosper that love thee,
Sver. Peace within thy walls, and prosperity
within thy palaces.

Scuoor. For my brethien and companions' sakes, [
will now say, Peace be within thee,
AL, Because of the house of the Lok our God
1 will seek thy good,
111 SiNeING.
IV. Tuk Tex COMMANDMENTS, OR THE APOSTLES' CRERD.
V. PRAYER, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert
VI. SiNciNa.

CLOSING SERVICE.

Sixaixe,

II. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES, (Num. 6. 24-26.)
Suer,  The Lok bless thee, and keep thee.
Scnoon. The Lorp make his face shie upon thee,
and be iou unto thee :
Avu, The Lowo lift up his countenance upon thes
and give thee peace,
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Tnternational MBible Lessons.

SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF THE ACTS.

LESSON I Saul of Tarsus Converted.
GOLDEN TEXT., Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that

[April 6.
your sins may be blotted out,

Aects 3, 19,

AUTHORIZED VERSION.
{Study also verses 13-20, Read Acts 0. 21-31; 22,
1-30.]
Acts 9,1-13, [Commit to memory versex 3 5

1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings
and slaughter against the disciples of the Lo,
went unto the high priest,

2 And desired of him’ letters to Da-mas’-
cus to the synagogues, that if he found any of
this way, whether they were men or women, he
might bring them bound unto Je-ru’sa-len,

4 And as he journeyed, he came near Da-
mas'cus: and suddenly there shined  round
about him a light from heaven :

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me?

5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And

the Lord said, T am Je'sus whom thou perse-
cutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the
ricks,
’ 6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lor,
what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord
said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and
it shall be told thee what thou must do.

7 And the men which journeyed with him
stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing
uo_man,

8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when
his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they
led him by the hand, and brought him into
Da-mas’cus,

9 And he was three days without sight, and
neither did eat nor drink.

10 And there was a certain disciple at Da-
mas’cus, named An-a-ni'ac; and to him said
the Lord in a vision, An-a-ni‘as, And he said,
Behold, T am here, Lovd.

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and
£o into the street which is called Straight, and
inquire in the house of Ju'das for one called
Saul, of Tar'sus: for, behold, he prayeth,

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named
An-a-ni'as coming in, and putting his hand on
him, that he might receive his sight.

Time.

A. D. 87. Place.—Near to Dahas-

Home Readings,
V. Raul of Tarsus Converted. Acts 9. 1-9,
T Saul of Tarsus Converted. Acts 9. 0-20,
W. A changed life, Acts 9, 21-31,
Th. Paul's own story. Acts 22, 1-15,
F. Chief of sinners. 1Tim. 1, 12-17.
5. Special revelation, Gal. 1. 11-24,
8. Saved by grace, Eph. 2. 1-10,

REVISED VERSION,

| But Saul, yet breathing threatening and

slaughter against the dis ples of the Lord,

went unto the high priest, and asked of him
letters to Damase unto the synagogues,
that if he found any that were of the Way,
whether men or women, he might bring them
hound to Jerusalem. And as Jie journeyed,
it came to pass that he drew nigh unto Da-
mascus: and suddenly there shone round
about him a light out of heaven : and he fell
upon the earth, and heard a voice saying
unto him, Sanl, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?  And he said, Who art thou, Lord?
And he said, T am Jesus whom thou perse
i cutest : but rise, and enter into the city, and
it shall be told thee what thou must do.
And the men that Jjourneyed with him stood
speechless, hearing the voice, but beholding
no man.  And Saul arose from the earth ;
and when his eyes were opened, he saw noth-
ing: and they led him by the hand, and
brought him into Damascus. And he was
three days without sight, and did neither
eat nor drink,

10 Now there was a certain disciple at Da-
mascus, named Ananias; and the Lord said
unto him in a vision, Ananias. And he said,

11 Behold, T am here, Lord, And the Lord said
unto him, Arise, and g0 to the street which
is called Straight, and inquire in the house
of Judas for one named Saul, a man of Tar-

for behold, he prayeth; and he hath

seen a man named Ananias coming in, and
laying his hands on him, that he might re-
ceive his sight.

2

-

x

Lesson Hymas,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 98,

Depth of mercy, can there be
Mercy still reserved for me ?
Can my God his wrath forbear?
Me, the chief of sinners, spare ?
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New Cunadian Hymnal, N ). 100,

With broken heart and contrite sigh,
A trembling sinner, Lord, I ery;
Thy pardoning grace is rich and free :
0 God, be merciful to me !

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 102,

What shall I do, where shall I flee ?

I have no refuge, dear Saviour, but thee ;

Let me approach thee, though sinful and
weak,

"Tis thy compassion, thy pardon I seek.

Questions for Senior Schol.
1. Saul the Bigoted Pharisce,
Who gave Saul authority on his mission of
persecution to Damascus?
What did he propose to do with those whom
he would arrest ?
What replitation had he made for himself
among the believers?
By whom was he accompanied on his Journey ?
How was he halted on his way ?
In persecuting the believers what did the Lord
say he was doing?
What effect would the persecution have upon
the persecutors?
How did Saul show his readiness to obey the
voice of God?
Did the Lord tell him what he must do?
What shows the depth of Saul's conviction ?
2. Saul the Humble Belicver,
How did God prepare Saul's heart for the
visit to Ananias?
What objection did Ananias make to going to
Saul?
What does “chosen vessel” mean?
What was to be Saul's great mission?
What announcement did Ananias make to
Saul?
What change took place in Saul's condition?
What was Saul's first act as a disciple of
Christ?
Q H ,of Int, A Sehal
1. The Old Saul of Tarsus (verses 1,2).
What dreadful persecutions had he led in
Jerusalem ?
Whom had he helped to slaughter?
What further plans had he now?
How far away was Damascus?
2. The Nudden Meeting with Jesus (verses
3-6),
Where were they on the journey when the
light broke upon him?
Was it day or night when it shone?
What voice did Saul hear?

[April 6,

What conversation occurred?
What change do you see in Saul?
3. The Three Days of Prayer (verses 7-0).
Where did Jesus tell him to go?
Who would instruct Saul?
Does Jesus expect us to do such work?
What was Saul's condition during the three
days?
What effect would this have?
4. The New Naul of Jesus (verses 10-12),
Who was sent to help Saul?
How did he help him?
Give the name of the street and of the owner
of the house where Saul was staying.
Does God want our help in sin'ing men?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

Who persecuted the disciples of Jesus? Naul.

Where did he £0 on this business? 7o
Damascus,

What did he take with him?
the high priest,

What did they give him?
people,

What happened as they came near the city?
Naul saw a great light.

What followed? Naul fell to the ground,

Who spoke to him? The Lord Jesus,

What did Saul ask? What the Lord would
have him do.

Where did the Lord send him? Into the city.

Why did the men lead him? He was blind,

Who came to him after three days? Au-
anias,

What did he receive? His sight.

What else did he receive? The Holy Spirit.

What did he begin to do? 7o preach,

Who are blind in these days? Those who
deny Jesus,

Who wants to give sight to all blind souls®
The Lord Jesus Christ,

What does he say of himself? “I am the light
of life.”

Letters from

Power to arrest

The Lesson Catechism.
(For the entire school.)
1. For what purpose did Saul go to Damas-
cus? To persecute the Church.
2. How was he stopped on the way? By
Jesus speaking from heaven.
3. What did Saul say to the voice from heav-
en? “What wilt thou have me to do?”
4. What was Saul's condition after meeting
the Lord? He was three days without sight.
5. By whose hands was he restored to sight?
By a believer named Ananias.
6. What is our GOLDEN TEXT? “Re pent ye,
therefore,” ete,
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The Church Catechism.

54. How are the ordinances secured in per-
petuity in the Church? The ordinances are
secured in perpetuity in the Christian Church
through men called ‘of God and ordained b‘y;
the Church; and through the co-operation wit
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them of evangelists, teachers, and other labor-
ers, according to the gift and grace of God.

Titus L. 5. For this cause left I thee in Crete,
that thou shouldest set in order the things that
are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as
I had appointed thee.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.

Conversion of the Persecutor.

I. SAUL INTOLERANT AND ACTIVE AGAINST
CHRISTIANS,

Breathing out threatenings and slaughter

against the disciples of the Lord. v, 1.

False witnesses are risen up against me,
and such as breathe out cruelty. Psa.
27, 12,

For ye have heard of my conversation
in time past in the Jews' religion, how
that beyond measure I persecuted the
Church of Gody and wasted it. Gal, 1. 13.

I1. JourNEY 10 DAMASCUS, VISION, AND Cox-
VERSION,
Jesus in his glory appeared to Naul, and con-
vineed him of his divinity. v. 2-5.

And I Daniel alone saw the vision : for the
men that were with me saw not the vi-
sion ; but a great quaking fell upon them,
50 that they fled to hide themselves. Dan.
10. 7.

And he was transfigured before them ; and
his face did shine as the sun, and his
raiment was white as the light, Matt.
17. 2,

111, LoYALLy SURRENDERS T0 JEsus His
Lorp.
Convinced of the divinity of Jesus, Saul in-
quires as to his Lord's will. v, 6,

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth,
and did worship, and said unto him,
What saith my Lord unto his servant?
Josh, 5. 14,

Now when they heard this, they were
pricked in their heart, and said unto Pe-

ter amd to the rest of the apostles, Men
and brethren, what shall we do? Acts
2. 37,

IV. DISARMED AND HELPLESS.

Jesus told Saul to go to Damascus, and he
was led thither by his companions, blind
and fasting. v. 6-9),

And when I could not see for the glory of
that light, being led by the hand of them
that were with me, I came into Damas-
cus. Acts 22, 11,

Then 1 proclaimed a fast there, at the
river of Ahava, that we might afflict our-
selves before our God, to seek of him a
right way for us. .. .80 we fasted and he-
sought our God for this: and he was en-
treated of us, KEzra 8. 21, 23,

V. ANANIAS THE HELPER,

Ananias, a disciple residing in Damascus, is
told in a vision to go to Saul's help. v.
10-12,

And one Ananias, a devout man according
to the law, having a good report of all
the Jews which dwelt there, came unto
me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother
Saul, receive thy sight. And the same
hour T looked up upon him. Acts 22.
12, 18,
the Lord have called thee in righteous-
ness, and will hold thine hand, and will
keep thee, and give thee for a covenant to
the people, for a light of the Gentiles.
Isa, 42, 6,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

In Acts 7. 58 Saul is introduced as ‘“a young man* (veaviag, neh-an-¢'-as), probably about thirty years

of age, who was already taking a p

part in per

the Christians. * There are strong grounds

for believing that, if he was not a member of the Sanhedrin at the time of St. Stephen’s death, he was clected
into that powerful senate soon after—possibly as a reward for the zeal he had shown against the heretic.
He himself says that in Jerusalem he not only exercised the power of ir pr by i from
the high priests, but also, when the Christians were put to death, gave Ais vofe against them " (Aets 26 10).—
Life and Epistles of St. Paul. After Stephen’s burial Saul continued his persecution of the church, as we are
told again and again in 8t. Luke’s narrative and in 8t. Paul's own speeches and epistles. 1le *“ made havoe
of the church, entering into every house ' (Acts 8, 8), and those whom he thus tore from their homes he
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|April 6.

“ecommitted to prison.”  Not only did men thus suffer at his hands, but women also (verse 3). Others

besides Stephen suffered death, as is evident from the apostle’s own ¢

y ““And I pe 1 this

way unto the death " (22, 4); * And when they were put to death I gave my voice against them (26, 10).
His fame as an inquisitor was notorious far and wide, and we read that Ananias had heard how much
©vil he (Saul) had done to Christ’s saints at Jerusalem (9. 18). Owing to this persecution the Christians
were scattered abroad, and everywhere they went they preached the word, Saul, “ being exceeding mad
against them,” determined to follow them * even to strange cities " (Acts 26, 11 ; compare Acts 8, 3; Gal,
L 1351 Tim, 1. 18), Securing from the high priest letters of authority, he started for Damascus, where he

had reason to believe Christians were to be found,

On his way thither the incident in this lesson occurred,

whereby the proud and persecuting Saul was transformed into the loving, helpful Paul,

Verses 1, 2. Breathing out threatenings
and slaughter, The Greek word (éumvéwr) sig-
nifies to breathe hard at or upon an object ; and
is used to express the strong emaotion, the pas-
sionateness with which Saul was eager to ter-
rify the Christians by threats and hurry them
on to death. Damascus, There were many
Jews in Damascus, so many, indeed, that Nero
could cause ten thousand to be executed, se
Jews had not openly separated from their Jew-
ish brethren, although many had accepted Je-
sus as the Messiah. This seems evident from
the fact that the high priest was asked for
letters to the synagogues. Letters from the
high priest. The Sanhedrin claimed over the
Jews in foreign cities the same power in re-
ligious questions which was exercised at Jeru-
salem. The recognition of the letters from the
high priest is not to be doubted, as Damas-
cus was in A. D, 35 still under Roman control ;
and the Roman policy was to grant as much
indulgence as possible to the religious power of
the Sanhedrin, reserving to itself the execu-
tion of the punishment of death. This way,
nawely, the Christian—that is, the character-
istic direction of life as determined by faith on
Jesus Christ,

8. Suddenly there shined round about him a
kight. This was not a mere flash of lightning,
but was rather a heavenly radiance with which
the exalted Christ, appearing in his glory, was
surrounded. This is more particularly described
in Acts 26. 13: “I saw in the way a light from
heaven, above the brightness of the sun.,” The
Risen One himself was in the light, and con-
vinced Saul that it was a divine person who
appeared to him.

4. Fell to the carth. Not only Saul, but his
companions were prostrated to the earth through
terror (Acts 26. 14). He heard a voice. Saul
seems first to have recovered from the shock and,
while the others were stunned, stupefied, and
confused, a voice spoke to him. Tt was in the
Hebrew tongue (Acts 26. 14), but to Saul's
companions was mysterious and indistinet. “To
them the awful sound was without meaning ; he

heard the voice of the Son of God,” Why per-
sccutest thou me? Christ himself is persecuted
in his people—*“Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these
¢ brethren, ye have done it unto me" (Matt.
25. 40; also Luke 10, 16),

8. Who art thou, Lord? The vision con-
vinced Saul that the person appearing to him
was divine. When contending for the validity
of his apostleship Paul'y argument is, “Am 1
not an apostle? Fave I not seen Jesus Christ,
our Lord?" (1 Cor, 9. 1: compare Acts 15, 8.)
Saul was now convinced that in persecuting the
Christians he was opposing God. Against the
pricks—that is, the goad (Gr, kévrpov), or sharp-
pointed pole used in the East for driving cattle,
The words, “It is hard for thee to kick against
the pricks,” are not found in this passage in
the Greek manuscripts, and were interpolated
from chapter 26, 14. The meaning of the phrase
is, “It is for thee a difficult undertaking, sur-
passing thy strength, and not to be accomplished
by thee, that thou as my persecutor shouldest
contend against my will,”

6. What wilt thou have me to do? Saul all
along had been acting conscientiously ; as he
told Agrippa, “I verily thought with myself,
that T ought to do many things contrary to the
name of Jesus of Nazareth” (Acts 26, 9; com
pare 1 Tim. 1. 13). Now that he is undeceived,
and Jesus is recognized as Lord, Saul's loyalty
seeks for service,

7. Stood speechless, According to Acts 26.
14, they all fell to the earth with Saul. The dis-
crepancies found in the severa] accounts (Acts
chapters 9, 22, 2¢) may be explained thus: “The
Greek word ak-00'-o (dxoiva), like our word
‘hear,’ has two distinct mexnings—to perceipe
sound and to understand. The men who were
with Saul heard the sound, but did not under-
stand what was said to him. As to the fact that
one passage represents them as standing, the
other as haring fallen to the earth, the word
rendered ‘stood’ also means to be fized, rooted
to the spot. Hence the sense may be, not that
they stood erect, but that they were rendered

Ap

ol
feal
8
lain
visi
hear
not
9
cus
His
by t
‘the
desit
abst
cutie
hims
and

(see

Vi
slaug
of hi
unife
tilen
any
faith,
from
No |
comp
such
for le
lect,
destir
Chris
coura
are ti
couray
a gred

2.
enced
and t
his pe
in the
defian

felt t}
ried ¢
is gr
could
Whoey
Whoey
who di
diseip)
self, a




pril 6.

Others
ed this
26. 10).
v much
istians
g mad
}, Gal.
ere he
urred,

y per-
cuted
much
these
Matt.

con-
 him
lidity
\m |
hrist,
. 8.)
g the
t the
arp-
ittle,
1inst
e in
ated
rase
sur-
shed
dest

| all
- he
self,
the
om
ved,
alty

26.
lis-
cts
"he
ord

vt

ere
er-
at
he
wd
ed
at
ed

April 6.]

motionless, or fized to the spot, by overpowering
fear” (Haley, Dis. of the Bible).

8. Saul arose from the earth, Where he had
lain with closed eyes since the appearance of the
vision (verse 4), because he was blinded by the
hieavenly light. In Acts 22, 11 he says, “I could
not see for the glory of that light.”

9. “For three days Saul remained at Damas-
Cus as a man stunned by a sudden heavy blow.
Iis world of thought was turned upside down
by the discovery that ‘this Jesus' was, after all,
‘the Son of God.’” Perhaps this took away all
desire for food: or it may have been that he
abstained because of his sorrow for the perse-
cution of the Christians; or partly to prepare
himself for the decisive change in his inner
and outer life which he believed awaited him
(sve verse 18).

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

10. /n a vision. Whether Ananias was’
awake or asleep the context does not inform us.

11. Strect . . . called Ntraight. There is, ac-
cording to Wilson, a “Straight Street” still in
Damascus, Behold, he prayeth, In a frame of
mind and heart to receive instruction and guid-
ance, .

12. Saul was further prepared to receive
Ananias, for, while waiting upon God in prayer,
he had seen him in a vision coming to his
help.

13-20. Ananias, convinced of the conversion
of Saul, of his call to be a preacher of the truth,
went to the house where Saul was stopping, laid
his hands upon him, and told him to receive
both sight and the Holy Spivit. Immediateiy
Saul was recovered from his blindness, was bap-
tized, and began to preach Christ,

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Breathing out threatenings and
slaughter,  As every man is, Saul was a product
of his age. Hence his violent attempt to compel
uniformity of belief, He believed that the pes-
tilent heresy of Jesus should be destroyed at
any cost. He was zealous for the established
faith. No soft-heartedness should prevent him
from doing his duty. He took the initiative,
No labor was too great. Toleration seemed
complicity, The new movement needed just
such & man. His characteristics qualified him
for leadership. His great heart, colossal intel-
lect, and superb courage constituted a power
destined under God to dominate the centuries,
Christ’s cause is suffering from the scarcity of
courageous disciples, Christians too generally
are timid and lack not only initiative, but the
courage requisite in those who are led. There is
A great present demand for men like Saul,

2. But Saul respected authority and rever-
enced regularity. He went to the high priest
and took out letters authorizing him to go on
his persecuting tour, It is not the great minds
in the Church that make trouble by an air of
defiant independence of those in authority,

4. Saul, why persccutest thou me?  Saul
d the sound, distinguished the words, and
felt the divine personality. The question car-
ried conviction. He could offer no resistance.
Iis great soul surrendered without delay. How
could Saul persecute Jesus, who had ascended?
Whoever injures any disciple injures the Lord.
Whoever wrongs any human being offends him
who died for all. Kindly deeds, also, done to a
disciple are accepted by Jesus as done to him-
self, and their reward is sure.

5. Who art thou, Lord? Probably equiva-
lent to “Who art thou, si Saul did not lose
his mental balance. e knew it was no human
form that had flashed insufferable splendor upon
his sight. But he did not know what celestial
being had appeared and spoken to him. Hence
the question. Ie could not know that it was
the Lord until the fact was revealed in answer
to his demand. Saul could not but suffer great
anguish on discovering how mistaken he had
been. The vision was not an illusicn. Saul was
not a weak-brained man to have :uch vagaries,
He could not have been deceived. It was impos-
sible for him to attempt to deceive others. The
grandest of men, his entire life shows how real
was his interview with the Lord. In 1 Cor. 15.
8 he bases his claim to the apostolate on this
view of the Saviour.

T. And the men . . . stood speechless, hear-
ing a voice, bhut seeing no man, The message
was not for them, but for their great leader,
They were sufficiently affected to prove the real-
ity of the occurrence, The light smote their
eyes, and the voice their ears, but they were
not permitted to see and hear what was meant
for Saul alone,

8. They led him, ete, They were the first to
help the transformed man in his new course,
They were still unchanged enemies of Jesus,
but unwittingly they served him. God's sery-
ants are sometimes aided by unbelievers who
have no wish to lend their aid to the cause,

9. Neither did cat nor drink. For three days
the blindness continued, and the new convert
took no nourishment. 8o great was his agita-:
tion spiritually, so tremendous his intellectual
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Ly, that he could not touch food, Physical
conditions could not in that awful hour remain
normal. It was not the ex tement of a feehle
mind, but the cyclonic awaking of a great soul,
He reviewed his past.  How could he think of
food while memory tormented him thus? Nor
was he clear in his mind as to the future, Great
questions were tumultuously present, the solu-
tion of which was by no means easy. And yet
till they were settled he lived in chaos. Con-
version to this magnificent man was not a mat-
ter of the uplifted hand or a graceful antograph.
It was a moral cataclysm, involving his whole
being its violence. Such must the new birth
still be many a case, It is the strongest na-
tures in which at Such a time the psychic dom-
inates the physical.

10. Ananias. Though in good repute, An-
anias was not a great leader. Yot he was called
to instruct the peerless Saul. The lowly and
devout are often used to guide the most em-
inent inquirers into the truth, It is well for
both, It teaches humility to the one and en-
courages the other to lean on God for power to
be greatly useful. In a vision. This humble
teacher of a superior was clear v called of God
to his work. Whoever has the call to teach in
Sunday school or pulpit should be fearless, God
reliance is better than self-reliance.

L. A well-intending person may be a danger-
ous encmy to a good cause, The nobler the
more dangerous, because the more influential,
Saul's animosity was very active, There is a
passive antagonism. Christ says, “He that is
not with me is against me.” Many a good per-
son is Christ's harmful foe without being con-
sciously so. Saul thought himself a servant of
God while doing everything in his power to baf-
fle the supreme effort of heaven to save the
world,

2, The conversion of the gifted who are
quatified to become leaders, Not even the in-
significant should be overlooked. But the lover
of Christ should be on the watch for young per-
sons of strong qualities, It may seem a harder
task, but it is not always so. metimes they
are more vesponsive than others to the efforts
made to win them. Consider the importance of
such conversions. Saul at once ceased to be a
menace to Christ’s kingdom. Every unsaved
son of genius is a possible source of injury to
the cause of Christ. The greater his gifts the
greater kis power to injure the cause we love,
When saved those of a strong personality are
of more service to the Saviour, They may be-
come the means of sa ving many thousands and
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of making it forever easier to win men to Christ,
What heavenly mathematician can figure up
the results of Saul's conversion? How many
millions owe their salvation in some degree to
his labors?
3. The feasibility of such conversions. God's
humble children often fear to try to save the
gifted, the eminent, The disciples feared Naul
even after his conversion, Consider that the
human heart is much the same in its needs, no
matter how men may differ in mental qualities,
or in social position, or in wealth. Nothing can
quiet the soul's longings but a knowledge of
God in Christ, In every man there is a hunger
of the spirit that prepares the way for any true
disciple who knows how to proffer the bread of
life. In every heart the Holy Spirit is ever busy
seeking to lead the way into the path of life,
Whoever attempts to secure the conversion of
any one of superior character or position may
feel assured that the Spirit of God has been be-
fore him and will g0 with him and follow up
his efforts. There is always a probability of
success in such an attempt prayerfully made,
Again, the hindrances to Success are about as
great with the less gifted as with the brilliant.
4. The necessity for the conversion of moral
men,  Many moral persons, like Saul of Tar-
sus, fancy that they will be saved because of
their morality, They forget how shallow is the
thinking underlying such a notion, Who deter-
mines the conditions of salvation? Does not
the inspired word constantly teach that no man
can possibly be good enough to be saved. No
man was ever saved because he was moral, It
is certain that multitudes of moral persons have
had no hope in their death., Saul needed to be
converted though he had always tried to keep
the whole law. True, he did what he afterward
saw was wrong. So does every moral person
do wrong. Which of them keeps the whole law
perfectly all the time? How shall he secure
pardon for his lapses but through Chris But
to cease to trust in his own righteousness and
to hegin to trust in Christ is conversion,

Nudden conversions, This memorable con-
version could not have been more sudden, It
may he said that Saul was three days seeking
Christ.  Not so. He accepted Christ immedi-

ately, and followed his directions to the letter
from that instant, e was already a new crea-
ture.  Old things had passed away, and all

things had become new, Indeed, all the con-
versions recorded in Scripture are sudden. Is
not Pentecost a record of sudden conversions,
and under great excitement, such as the world
has rarely seen? The great change is not neces-
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sarily a slow one. All the apostles are exam-
ples of quick conversion. There is no record
of a protracted process. The Philippian jaiter
is another instance. Was Zaccheus long in se-
curing salvation? All great revivals have fur-
nished illustrations of conversions speedily ef-
fected, It is enough to show that sudden econ-
versions may be genuine. When the seeker has
had previous instruction, so that he can seek
intelligently, there is no reason why he should
not quickly find the peace of God. Bishop Tay-
lor, in his earlier work in Nouth Africa, some-
times witnessed many conversions among the
Kaffirs, who, as they listened to his sermon
through an interpreter, heard for the first time
the Saviour’s name,

6. Sudden conversions may be permanent.
Saul never wavered. No valid reason for being
afraid of the white heat of emotion under the
ay of the Spirit of God has ever been adduced,
7. The cooperation of the divine and the hu-
man in saving men. Christ arrested Saul, and
by a question led him to think, and left him in
the care of a man to be instructed. We cannot
dogmatize about the law of revivals, After all
has been said something remains unsaid. But
somehow the ever-enlarging harvests are God's
product, and they await the human harvester's
hand. The world will never be saved till the
entire Christian host gives itself to the task with
one consent.

8. The physical effects of the soul's erisis,
The body participates in the soul's transition.
Man is a unit. Whatever touches him any-
where affects him everywhere. There is no in-
dependent territory in the realm of human per-
sonality. Saul was not touched in body, but
under the soul's catastrophe his body fell to the
earth; he lost the power of vision, and could
take no food for three days. His case was ex-
ceptional in degree, but typical in kind. The
fact is many-sided. A clean soul must produce
in the end a more refined physique, Sometimes
the grossness of the flesh contradicts the pre-
tensions of the spirit; the man talks like a
saint, but looks like a beast,

0. The divinity of Christ. e whom Saul
met on the way to Damascus, and before whose
glorious personality his own imperial soul sub-
nissively bowed was the Christ who had risen
from the grave and ascended on high, where
“he ever liveth to intercede for us.”

Thoughts for Young People.
1. The importance of a good conscience, This
is a notable instance of an honest but greatly
mistaken soul waking to a new life. Saul
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had all along been cons ntious, thinking he
ought to persecute the Christians. He was very
zealous for the traditions of the fathers, and in
his blind fanaticism thought the best way to up-
hold his own faith was to burn up every other,
Accordingly, we find him an active prosecutor of
the martyr Stephen. And the little word “yet"”
signifies that his feeling against the Christians
was not a sudden paroxysm of fury, but a deep-
rooted passion. And all this was because Naul
had not come to a knowledge of the truth, which
is necessary to guide our consciences, “Prove
all things, hold fast that which is good.”

2. The folly of striving against the Lord.
Saul had equal, if not greater, opportunities
with many of the converts to Christianity of
learning the truth about Jesus and the resur-
rection. But he had doubtless been hindered
by his blinding prejudice, so that he remained
an unbeliever. The movings of the divine Spirit
upon his mind and heart had been resisted, and
the conduct of Christ's disciples in suffering had
been constantly misinterpreted. This resistance
of the truth resulted in a sad demoralization
of Saul's nature, leading him to go to extreme
measures with those opposed to him in belief,
He says of himself, “I was a blasphemer, a per-
secutor, and injurious.” Resistance of the Holy
Spirit, like the ox kicking against a goad, only
inflicts upon one's self deeper and more painful
wounds, prophetic of the awful overthrow of the
finally obduarate,

3. Naul's conversion, was a very remarkable
one in the means adopted to bring it about, We
must remember in considering it that Saul was
in a very peculiar condition of mind and heart.
The death of Jesus was to Saul's mind an un-
doubtable proof that our Lord was an impostor,
and the stories of his resurrection but idle tales.
He needed to see his Lord in such convincing
form as that every doubt should be removed,
God adopted such a method, and the conscien-
tious Paul, convinced that the vision was a heay-
enly one, “was not disobedient unto” it. You
and T are not justified in demanding of God
the same or similar means for our conversion.
Our duty is to follow the truth as it may be
revealed to us, and God will see to it that noth-
ing on his part will be omitted. Paul thus
beautifully refers to his remarkable restoration :
“For God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in cur hearts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4. 6).
So may he who first said, “Let there be light,”
speak to you the word that will make of you
a “new creature,”




Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
BY REV. A, I, MC KINNEY,
INTRODUCTION,

Following our custom in these Hints, we shall
have a general outline, according to which we
shall prepare and teach the lessons for the
uuarter. A temptation against which the teach-
¢ must ever be on the alert is that of sameness,
Let us, therefore, vary our outline from those
we have already used,

For this quarter our memory letter will he
C, and we shall outline our lessons according
to the following scheme :

ONNECTION,
IRCUMSTANCES,
ONTENTS,
LINCHERS,
ONCLUSION,

LESSON

CONNECTION,

Remember, teacher, that two weeks are quite
a long time for intermediate pupils, and that
during that time they may have forgotten much
that was studied during the last quarter, En-
deavor by well-selected questions to connect
to-day’s lesson with what has gone before, es-
pecially with the lesson for March 2. (See
Acts 8. 1.) For those classes in which there
Was a review on last Sunday the difficulty of
making this connection will not he great,

CIRCUMSTANCES

Time. 'The traditional date is 37 A. D, Some
authorities place it at A, D, or even earlier,

Place, Near Damascus, one hundred and
forty miles north of Jerusalem,

The man. The teacher should be prepared to
question the pupils to their knowledge of
Saul, his birth, family, social position, educa-
tion, characteristics, ete,, and to supply any
deficiencies in their information concerning him,

The records, The teacher should study the
ihreefold record of Paul's conversion as found
in Acts 0. 3-8 22, 6G-11; 26, 12-19,

CONTENTS,
Saul is unquestionably the central figure in
this lesson, so we will group our teaching
around him as we behold him in five pictures ;

All

1. Saul and the high priest (verses - R
Ask: To whom did Saul go? For what did he
ask? Why did he ask the high priest? (Ex-
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plain that he, as chief of the Jews, exercised
authority in ecclesiastical matters.)  Why dig¢
Saul feel as he did toward the Christians?

2. Saul on his Jjourney (verse 3). From what
place did Saul start? To what place w
going? How far apart were these two it s 7
(Point them out on the map.) How do you
suppose Saul traveled? By steam car, or by
trolley car?

3. Saul and the voice
appeared unto Saul?
What did he hear
What did Saul say?
swer?

he

(verses 3-G). What
How did this affect him ?
What did the voice ask?
* What did the voice an-
What did Saul then ask? (See Acts
22.10.) What was he told to do?

4. Saul and hiy companions (verses
What did Saul's companions hear? What did
they see? What did they do for Saul? Why
How long did Saul remain blind? What did
he ot do during this time? About what do you
suppose he was thinking? Who was speaking
to him?

5. Saul and Ananias (verses 10-12)., Wiho
was Ananias? What did he hear in a vision?
Where did Ananias 80?7 What did he say to
Saul?  What then took place?

).

CLINCHERS,

The Rev. K. Payson Hammond has a famons
sermon on this chapter, in which
the truth under the outline :

\ I \LAUGHTERING,
SA | \.\II'I'TE.\ﬂ
i WJAVED,

By some such means as this present (he Jos-
son so that the pupils will never forget that the
areat persecutor was by the grace of God turned
into the great preacher,

he presents

CONCLUSION,

Ask: What two questions did Saul ask ?
What was the answer to each? Who in
sincerity ask these questions of the Lord? Nhow
that he who knows the Lord Jesus Christ and js
willing to do as he directs has begun a life (he
possibilities of which eternity itself alone can
reveal. Have each one print :

WHO ART THoOU,

WHAT SHALL 1 DO, LORD ?

Urge all to ask these questions continually,
For the preparation for review see Hints for
Lesson III. Our first foundation stone will e
marked SAUL'S CONVERSION, On the re-
verse side have the pupils print the two ques-
tions as indicated ahove,
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FOR NEXT SUNDAY,

Divide your class into three parts. Ask one
third to be prepared to tell all they know about
Peter, tue second third to tell all they know
about JEneas, and the remainder to tell all they
know about Dorcas. Let the teacher promise
to tell something about Simon,

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

“Why persecutest thou me?” It was just
as though Saul had smitten Jesus himself, so
utter is the identification of the glorified Lord
with those who trust him, These humble be-
lievers were members of his body. If I prick
my least finger I wound myself. If you do
even the slightest harm to one who is the Lord's
vou have harmed the Lord, If anyone touches
a believer he touches the apple of the Master's
eve. If anyone gives a cup of cold water to a
disciple Jesus regards that as done to himself,

“Arise and go into the city, and it shall be
told thee what thow must do.” One step at a
time. God never asks more of us than that ;
and he never makes plain to us more than that
as to our duty or its results. And in this God
evidences to us his wisdom and his love. What
if Saul had been told at that moment of all that
was before him in Christ's ser ice, as we now
know it from Paul's own revie w of it, at the
close of his martyr course! It could only have
weakened him for his life struggle, and have
added to the crushing pressure of the burdens
he must bear. “I will show him how many
things he must suffer for my name's sake,” said
the Lord; but the Lord did not show all this
to Saul at one time. It is best that we have but
one step at a time,

Verse ¥, It is noticeable that this appearance
of Jesus to Saul was personal.  The men with
him heard the voice, but saw not Jesus; but
Saul saw Jesus and the light and heard the call,
God's call to us is individual, A multitude may
sit in some church and hear the sound of the
words and get some glimpse of the light of the
truth, but they hear not the very voice of Jesus
speaking to them, nor do they see the glori-
fied Saviour standing before them ; yet one or
(wo in that whole audience may both see and
hear as Saul did. That experience comes to
all men sooner or later. Happy are they if not
disobedient to the heavenly vision,—Pentecost,

Veises 8 and 9. God lays the foundation of
a great work in deep humiliation. For want of
th Pliable in Pilgrim’s Progress went with

Christian but a little way. He was delighted
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with the glory of the prospect, but felt no bur-
den on his back. So when they came to the
Slough of Despond he was disheartened, turned
back, and began to ridicule his former efforts.

“Behold, he prayeth.” There is great differ-
ence between persecuting and praying, though
one may follow the other swiftly, Yesterday he
thought he knew everything, and was able to
direct his own steps; to-day he realizes that he
needs the divine guidance and carnestly seeks
it. And in truth he had need of prayer; for
he had a difficult path to tread henceforth.
Then, as now, benitence must be followed by a
life of prayer. That youig believer who thinks
that he can win a prayerless battle is making a
tremendous blunder.  He will soon find that
defeat follows defeat in his warfare, This same
Saul said later on in his life, “Pray without
ceasing.”

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

BY MRS, J, H,

KNOWLES,

Blessed indeed it is to have a decided ex-
perience of couversion such as that of Saul,
and to be able to tell it with clearness and force,
as did he when he faced the crowd on the steps
of the castle a few days later. Never after his
prompt obedience to the heavenly vision was he
troubled with doubts about his personal relation
to the Lord Jesus, or his mission as a preacher
of the Gospel to the world. His preaching and
his letters ring with the force of positive knowl-
edge: “I know;” “I am persuaded ;" “We |-
lieve, and therefore speak ;" “I am not ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth,"
These and similar expressions move other hearts
to accept the faith he so uncompromisingly held,
and to seek for themselves an experience so
evidently real and satisfactory, The world he-
lieves in such religion when it sees it, It is
moved by it either to hatred or love. The mere
profession of religion it treats with indifference
or scorn.  None could mistake Saul's conver-
sion.  Proud, invective, hating and destroying
all who called themselves disciples of Jesus,
he was changed by the revelation of Jesus in his
own heart into a gentle, loving disciple, a friend
of Jesus's friends, a bold and earnest preacher
of that hlessed Name,

The circumstances of his conversion were
unique; they have never been repeated in any
case; but the change of heart, the new life, is
as real an experience to-day as then. If all
nominal Christians possessed it, as all true
Christians do, the world would have a different
opinion of the teachings of Jesus. The “living
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apostles” too often sadly misrepresent him.
Even in China, where the true love and good
will of the Gospel are shown in the lives and
good works of the missionaries, the people are
willing to listen to “the doctrine.” The un-
christian  spirit and deeds of the so-called
“Christian™ foreigneis are enough to make the
prejudice against their religion very bitter, But
the Lord has his true witnesses, multiplying
every year, who, like Saul and Apollos, will
“mightily convince” the world that Jesus is the
Son of God.

In telling his experience to King Agrippa,
Paul—for the new man had a new name—said,
“I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,”
And this is what we must especially notice,
The light might have shone, the voice might
have spoken, but if he had not been obedient
to the light and the voice the grand opportunity
of his life would have slipped from him. You
have never seen a light brighter than the sun at
noonday ; you have never heard an audible voice
speaking from heaven. But you have had the
light of the Holy Spirit upon your conscience,
and you have heard the whisper of his voice in
your heart. Have you heen obedient to that
light and to that voice? It is the office of the
Spirit to convince of sin, as he convinced Saul.
It is his work to make a “new creation” in
Christ Jesus, as he made a new man of Saul.
It is his province to guide into all truth, as it
was said to Saul, “Arise, and go, and it shall
be told thee of all things which are appointed
for thee to do.” Obediently following the light
as it is given, the voice as it speaks, we cannot
fail of the blessed experience nor of the gra-
cious honor to be his witnesses of what we have
seen and heard.

The Teachers’ Meeting,

Consider the hindrances to Paul's acceptance
of Jesus as the Messiah, namely, those things
which were so dear to every loyal Jew. These
he enumerates in Phil. 3. 4, sq. 1. Heredity.
He was an Israelite by birth, “circumcised the
eighth day,” and not at some other time, as
might hold good were he a proselyte, “Of the
tribe of Benjamin"—that is, one of the two
most illustrious of the tribes. Not only born
of Hebrew parents, who might have been pros-
elytes, but “an Hebrew of the Hebrews"—that
is, of Hebrew parentage and descent, a Hebrew
of pure blood who could vindicate his genealogy.
2. Legality. With all the rigor of Pharisaic
zeal Paul had upheld the law, and in his own
personal life had obeyed the law conscientiously,
On the other hand was Jesus, of the despised

[April 6.

city of Nazareth, accused of belittling Moses,
aye, even the temple itself; condemned by the
high court of the nation (the Sanhedrin) and
executed as a malefactor. And now the mon-
strous claim is set up by his disciples that he
rose from the dead. And Paul was challenged
to accept this One so contrary to all his feelings,
training, and expectation as the “Consolation of
Israel.”  Consider the visitation as a divinely
adapted means to the conversion of such a man
as Paul,

Blackboard.,

BY TIHOMAS G. ROGERS.
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Looking at this lesson from the view-point
of the Church, we can realize in some degree
the feeling of dread and horror inspired by the
knowledge of Saul's approach. The miraculous
arrest upon the highway, and the conversion
of the persecutor with the reversal of his plans,
furnish a marked example of God's intervention
on behalf of his people, and show us how instru-
ments of destruction are often transformed into
chosen vessels. Among the disciples fear gave
place to renewed faith in God and in the cer-
tainty and final triumph of the Gospel.

Coloring.—Chain, gray and white: words,
purple and white; G, dark blue and vellow ;
words, light blue; cloud, bluish white; rays,
vellow,

Library References.
BY REV. 8. G. AYRES,

Lives of Paul.—The renewal in the study of
the life of Paul has added many new works to
the already voluminous list, It is hardly neces-
sary to give a complete list: the following must
suffice: Among the earlier lives Lewin is best
from an archmological standpoint: among the
more recent Ramsay occupies this ground.
Conybeare and Howson’s and Farrar's lives are
still worthy of studr. The best condensed life
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is that of Stalker. Gilbert's Student Life of
Nt. Paul and Cone’s life are supposed to be
written from the standpoint of the newer theol-
ogy. Gloag's Introduction to the Pauline Epis-
tles is a great aid to the student in gaining an
idea of the surroundings of the early Church,
The most recent addition to the literature of the
subject is a book by the Rev. . F. Greene en-
titled T'he Many-sided Paul.

The Conversion of Paul.—In addition to the
lives of Paul consult the following: Dickinson,
Teaching by Erample, page 438. The commen-
tavies on the Acts, especially Stokes, IHackett,
and Lindsay.

Damascus.—Lewin, Life and Epistles of St
Paul (Index). Du Strange, Palestine Under
the Moslems, pages 234-275. Stanley, Sinai and
Palestine (Index). Hughes, Dictionary of Is-

-
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lam, pages (4-60,
Hours, vol, ii, page 2.
Damascus and Arabia,

Geikie, New Testament
Rawlinson, St. Paul in

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

Verse 1.—The Homiletic Monthly, vol. vii,
page 214, Free Church Pulpit, vol. iii, page
400,

Verse 3. —Stanley
.

Verse 5.—Davies, Nermons, vol. ii, page 414,

Verse G.—The Methodist Episcopal Pulpit,
edited by D. W. Clarke, page 212, Guthrie,
Way to Life. page 204, The Homiletic Re-
view, vol, xiii, page 331; vol. xxi, page 434,

Nermons in the East, page

Verse 11.—Burder, Villuge Scrmons, page
129. Spurgeon, Sermons, First Series, page 170.

[April 13,

GOLDEN TEXT. Jesus Christ maketh thee whole. Acts 9. 34,

AUTHORIZED VERSION.
[Read Luke 10. 1-24.]

Acts 9. 32-43, [ Commit to memory verses 40-42.)

32 And it came to pass, as DPe’ter passed
throughout all quarters, he came down also to
the saints which dwelt at Lyd’'da.

33 And there he found a certain man named
Alne-as, which had kept his bed eight years,
and was sick of the palsy.

34 And Pe’ter said unto him, J'ne-as, Je'sus
Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy
bed. And he arose immediately.

35 And all that dwelt at Lyd’da and Sa’ron
saw him, and turned to the Lord.

36 Now there was at Jop'pa a certain dis-
ciple named Tab'i-tha, which by interpretation
is called Dor'cas: this woman was full of good
works and almsdeeds which she did.

37 And it came to {)unu in those days, that
she was sick, and died: whom when they had
washed, they laid her in an wpper chamber,

48 And forasmuch as Lyd'da was nigh to
Jop'pa, and the disciples had heard that Pe’ter
was there, they sent unto him two men, de-
siring him that he would not delay to come to
them,

30 Then Pe’ter arose and went with them.
When he was come, they brought him into the
upper chamber: and all the widows stood by
him weeping, and showing thq coats and gar-
ments which Dor‘cas made, while she was with
them.

40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled
down, and prayed ; and turning him to the body
said, Tab'i-tha, arise. And she opened her

eyes: and when she saw Pe’ter, she sat up.
47 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her

Revisen VERSION.
32 And it came to pass, as Peter went
throughout all parts, he came down also to
33 the saints which dwelt at Lydda. And there
he found a certain man named Mneas, which
had kept his bed eight years: for he was
34 palsied. And Peter said unto him, Jneas,

Jesus Christ healeth thee: arise, and make
5 thy bed. And straightway he arose. And all
that dwelt at Lydda and in Sharon saw him,
and they turned to the Lord.

Now there was at Joppa a certain dis-
ciple named Tabitha, which by interpreta-
tion is called Dorcas: this woman was full
of good works and almsdeeds which she did.
And it came to pass in those days, that she
fell sick, and died: and when they had
washed her, they laid her in an upper cham-
38 ber. And as Lydda was nigh unto Joppa,
the disciples, hearing that Peter was there,
sent two men unto him, intreating him, De-
lay not to come on unto us.  And Peter arose
and went with them. And when he was
come, they brought him into the upper cham-
ber: and all the widows stood by him weep-
ing, and showing the coats and garments
which Dorcas made, while she was with
40 them. But Peter put them all forth, and
kneeled down, and prayed: and turning to
the body, he said, Tabitha, arise. And she
opened her eyes; and when she saw Peter,
she sat up. And he gave her his hand, and
raised her up; and calling the saints and
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up, and when he had called the saints and
widows, presented her alive,

42 And it was known throughout all Jop'pa ;
and many believed in the Lord,

43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many
days in Jop'pa with one Si'mon a tanner,

Time.—About A, D. 40, Places.—1. Lydda,
nine miles southeast of Joppa. 2. Saron. .

Joppa, the modern Jaffa.

Home Readings,
Peter, Encas, and Doreas. Acts 9. 3243,
Helper of the helpless, Job 29, 1-13.
Care for the poor. Deut, 15, 7-11.
“Unto me.”  Matt. 25, 31-40.
Doing good. Gal. 6. 1-10,
Ready to distribute. 1 Tim. 6. 9-19.
Christ making whole, Mark 2. 1-12,

Lesson Hymas,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 99,
Faith is a living power from heaven
Which grasps the promise God has given ;
Securely fixed on Christ alone,
A trust that cannot be o'erthrown,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 103,
Lord, I despair myself to heal ;
I see my sin, but cannot feel ;
I cannot, till thy Spirit blow,
And bid the obedient waters flow.
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 113,

Just as I am, without one plea

But that thy blood was shed for me,

And that EKOH bidd’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come!

Questions for Senior Scholars.

1. The Healing of .¥neas and Its Results,

Whom did Peter visit at Lydda?

Where was Lydda ¥

What unfortunate man did he meet there?

What evidence have we that he was a believer
in Christ?

What rendered the miracle of his healing the
more wonderful?

Who did Peter say healed him?

How did he show his faith in DPeter's word?

What was the effect of the miracle upon the
people ?

How did they show their faith in Peter and
his doctrine?
2. Dorcas, the Disciple of Joppa.

Where was Joppa?

What made Dorcas so well known and be-
loved? .

Why was Peter summoned?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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42 widows, he presented ber alive, And it be-
came known throughout all Joppa: and

3 many believed on the Lord. And it came to
pass, that he abode many days in Joppa
with one Simon a tanner,

What did the two men ask Peter to do?

Why did the widows <how Peter what Dor-
cas did for them?

What was Peter's method in performing the
miracle?

How did it differ from the way in which he
performed the miracle on Eneas?

Can we find any reason for this difference in
method ?

How did the
Joppa ¥

In whose home did Peter stay in Joppa?

miracle affect the people of

Schol.

Q 41 ‘0[ Int, Ai

L. Pcter the Preacher (verses 32, 33).

Where did we leave Peter? (Acts 8, 25.)

Are all the “acts of the apostles” recorded
in the book of Acts?

What apostles are not mentioned at all as
to their work?

Which two apostles are chiefly named for
their work?

Where was I’eter most prominent ?
2. Peter the Nympathizer (verses 34-39).

How long had .Eneas been sick?

Did Jesus feel for the suffering?

Did he ever pass hy a sick person ?

What did Peter say to JEneas?

What proof of healing did JEneas give?

What still sadder event occurred?

What did they ask DPeter to do?

Do you think they expected him to raise
Dorcas?
3. Peter the Christ-man (verses 40-43).

In what way did Peter imitate Jesus®

Iow did he differ in his way of healing?

In whose name did Peter speak ?

What did he say to the dead woman?

What good had she done?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

Who was Peter? One of the apostles,

Where did he once go to preach? To Lydda.

Whom did he find there? A sick man named
Eneas,

What was his disease? Palsy.

How long had he been sick? Eight years.

What did Peter tell him? That Jesus Christ
made him well,

What did he tell him to do?
make his bed,

To rise and
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What did that mean?
which he lay.

What followed?
well,

What did Peter do at Joppa? He
Tabitha from death,

Who was Tabitha, or Doreas?
an who helped the poor.

Who asked Peter to go to
disciples of Jesus.

Where did they take him?
room where her body was lying.

Who were in the room weeping?
people whom she had helped.

What came from this miracle?
lieved in Jesus,

Ta roll up the rug on
Aneas rose up and was
raised
L good wom-
Tabitha? Nome
Into the upper
Wany poor
Many  be-

The Lesson Catechism.
(For the entire school.)
1. Whom did Peter find at Lydda*
sick of the palsy,

L oman
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2. What did be say to him? Gorpex TEXT:
“Jesus Christ maketh thee whole,”

3. What followed Peter's words?
irell at once,

He became

4. What Christian had died at Joppa? A
woman named Dorcas,

5. What is said of her?
full of good works.”

“This woman was

6. How was she restored to life?
prayer of Peter.

By the

The Church Catechism.,

55, How is the Word of God to be used as a
means of grace? The Word of God is to be used
a8 a means of grace by the private study of the
Seriptures, and by diligent attendance upon the
public reading and preaching of the Word in the
Church,

LESSON OUTLINE,

Time of Peace and Help,

I. PETER VISITS THE CHURCIES,
Comes to the saints in Lydda. v. 32.

Now when the apostles which were at Jeru-
salem heard that Samaria had received
the word of God, they sent unto them
Peter and John. Acts 8. 14,

I1. HEALs JENEAS,
Jesus Christ maketh thee awhole, v, 3

Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy
bed, and walk. And immediately the
man was made whole, and took up his
bed, and walked. John 5. 8, 9.

Be it known unto you all,...that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
ve crucified,...even by him doth this
man stand here before you whole., Acts
4. 10,

[I1. Dorcas, Tue Disci AND BENEFACTRESS,
This woman was full of good works and alms-
deeds, v, 36,

Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let
her own works praise her in the gates.
Prov. 31, 31,

These things 1 will that thou affirm con-
stantly, that they which have believed in
God might be careful to maintain good
works. Titus 3. 8,

Those women which labored with me in
the Gospel....whose uames are in the
look of life. Ihil. 4. 3.

IV. Tue DEATH OF DORCAS A CAUSE OF GRIEF.
All the widows stood by him weeping, and
showing the coats and garments which
Dorcas made, while she was with them.

v. 39.

And there followed him a great company of
people and of women, which also be-
wailed and lamented him. Luke 23. 27.

Then Paul answered, What mean ye to
weep and to break mine heart? for I am
ready not to be bouud only, but also to
die at Jerusalem for the name of the
Lord Jesus. Acts 21, 13.

V. DorcAs RESTORED T0 LIFE.
And she opened her eyes: and when she saw
Peter, she sat up. v. 40,

He went in therefore, and shut the door
upon them twain, and prayed unto the
Lord....And he stretched himself upon
the child, and the flesh of the child
waxed warm. 2 Kings 4. 33, 34,

But when the people were put forth. he
went in, and took ler by the hand, and
the maid arose. Matt, 9. 25,

VI PETER'S LIBERALITY OF SENTIMENT,
He tarried many days in Joppa with one Si-
mon a tanner, v, 43,

A tanner was considered unclean by the
Jews because his husiness brought him
into contact with the dead.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES,

In verse 81 it is recorded, ** Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria,
and were edified,” ete, Two results accrued to the Church : L. It had rest from persecution and was edified,

advanced in Christian living ; 2. It was ltiplied, i

d in the ber of its , through the

gracious work of the Holy Spirit. S8aul had visited Jerusalem not as a persecutor, but as a fellow-work-
man, and had departed into Cilicia. Under such conditions Peter now starts upon a journey of visitation
among the churches. In the course of his visitation he came to Lydda, a town near to Joppa. Here he

miraculously healed “Eneas, a paralytic, who * had ke,

Pt his bed for eight years.” A profound sensation

took hold of the community, and many of the people turned to the Lord, In the near-by town of Joppa
lived a disciple named Dorcas, who by her alms and good deeds had made herself greatly beloved. While
Peter was at Lydda, Dorcas fell sick and died. Messengers were sent to Peter to come to Joppa, and he
immediately responded. Reaching the home of Dorcas, he found a company of widows lamenting the
death of their benefactress, and showing the garments she had made for them. Putting them all forth from
the death chamber, Peter prayed beside the dead and bade her arise. Taking her by the hand, he assisted
her to rise, and calling in the Christians and others in waiting he presented Dorcas to them alive. Of
course the tidings of the miracle spread rapidly, and through it many were led to believe. The revival was
doubtless aided by the presence of Peter, who took up his abode for some time with 8imon the tanner,

Verse 32. [t came to pass. After the de-
parture of Paul for Cilicia, for Peter was, no
doubt, in Jerusalem when Paul was brought to
that city by Barnabas. Saints. A term fre-
quently applicd to the members of the early
Church., (See The Teachers’ Meeting.) Lydda.
Called Lod in the Old Testament (1 Chron. K.
12: Ezra 2. 33) ; it was a village not far from
the Mediterranean, near Joppa, and at a later
period the important city of Diospolis, now
known as Ludd.

38. .#ucas. From his Greek name (Aivéag)
we infer that he was a Hellenist, but whether
a Christian or not remains unknown. Palsy
comes from several causes: 1, Inflammation of
the brain or spinal cord; 2. Injuries of the spi-
nal column ; 3. Pressure from curvature of the
spine, from tumors, or other causes; 4. Apo-
plexy. Paralysis from the latter cause is some-
times cured; that from the others is incurable.
Probably Xneas's palsy was of the incurable
sort,

34. The apostles always announced their
working of miracles as being done by the power
of Jesus (Acts 3. 6, 16; 4, 10), while our Lord
gave the direct word of power (Matt, 9, g, 22;
Mark 2. 5, ete.). Arise, and make thy bed.
The tense of the verb in Greek (imperative
aorist) denotes immediate fulfillment ; “hence,
make thy bed, on the spot, for thyself ; perform
immediately, in token of thy cure, the same
work which hitherto others have had to do for
thee in token of thine infirmity™ (Meyer, Com.).

85, And all . .. turned to the Lord. A
popular expression to represent the numerous
conversions which occurred in consequence of
the miraculous cure,

36. Joppa. Now Jaffa: an old, strong, and
important commercial city on the Mediterranean

coast of Palestine. Tabitha . . . Dorcas, Tab-
itha is Aramaic (ND'32) and Luke gives its
Greek equivalent, Dorcas ( dopxag,gazelle” ), for
the benefit of his Greek readers. “The gazelle
is distinguished for its slender and beautiful
form, its graceful movements, and its soft hut
brilliant eyes; it is frequently introduced by the
oriental nations as an image of female loveli-
ness” (Lechler).

37. Upper chamber was a room in the up-
per part of the house, used to receive company,
hold feasts, and to retire for meditation and
prayer. Perhaps chosen on this occasion be-
cause the disciples expected to obtain the pres-
ence and aid of Peter,

38. Not delay to come. Literally, “not feel
loath,” perhaps equivalent to our “We trust it
will not be inconvenient,” ete, Others think
that the disciples feared that if too much time
elapsed the soul might g0 too far to hear and
return,

39. Widows stood by him weeping, The elo-
quent utterance of just and deep sorrow, and of
warm desire that the apostolic power might
here become savingly operative,

40-42. Peter put them oll forth (see Matt.
9. 25; Mark 5. 40; Luke 8. 54). This was proh-
ably done in order to preserve the earnestness of
the prayer and its result from every disturbing
influence. And she opened her eyes, This was
not an awakening from apparent death, as some
believe, for in verse 37 it is definitely stated
“that she was sick and died.” The revival of
the dead Tabitha has historical precedents in the
raising of the dead by Jesus,

43. Nimon a tanner. The trade of a tanner,
on account of its being occupied with dead an-
imals, was esteemed unclean, This Peter, with
enlarged Christian sympathy, disregarded.
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HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

For the present we lose sight of Saul. In
Acts 11, 30 he is mentioned, five years later,
The Jews had ceased their persecution of the
saints; not because Saul no longer stirred them
up against the faith, but rather because they
themselves were feeling the oppression of the
Roman power, which, at this time under Calig-
ula (A, D. 39), was filling them with appre-
hensions as to their own worship. They had
something else to occupy their minds, and hence
they no longer sought to extinguish the fires
of the new dispensation.

Verse 32. True to the divine impulse which
always manifests itself wherever Jesus is made
known, Peter, as P'aul also did, traveled at large
among the saints in all parts of the land. The
pastor’s impulses led him to look after the sheep.
Wherever this is not the case there is reason
to question the genuineness of the love professed
for Christ’'s cause. The saints. The term at
first applied to all Christians, There was then
no assumption of superior sanctity in the term.
“Sanctify” and “sanctification” come from the
same root, and were used with the same free-
dom and in the same general sense,

34. Jesus Christ maketh thee whole, The
cure was wrought instantly, as Peter spoke,
He did not merely announce what had previ-
ously occurred. Neither did he promise a cure
to follow in a longer or shorter period. Peter
employed the special gift of healing conferred
on the apostles. It was not hypnotism nor
mind cure. The patient did not deny that he
was paralyzed, nor did he reason to a conclu-
sion that he was well and by virtue of innate
forces of his own throw off what for eight
vears he had mistakenly supposed was palsy.
He had been diseased, affected with an in-
curable condition, so far as human agencies
€o, and he was made whole instantaneously by
the power of the Lord at Peter’'s word, And
he arose immediately. His helplessness was
known in all that region. MHis perfect recovery
could not be doubted ; for could he not be seen,
and did not the perfect use of all his powers
carry conviction?

385. And all . . . seeing him, turned to the
Lord. Saron, or Sharon, is not the name of a
lamlet, but of a fertile district, probably thick-
Iy populated at that time. Those who had
known of his prostration for eight years, when
they saw him, sound in every part, and learned
llow it had been brought to pass, turned at
once to the Lord,

36. Joppa . . .

Tabitha . . Dorcas. Jop-

pa, then as now, was a seaport something more

than thirty miles from Jerusalem, Tabitha.
An Aramaic form of the Hebrew word meaning
“gazelle;" Dorcas, the Greek word, meaning the
same.  Probably because of great personal
beauty this name had been given to this wom-
an. A disciple, Though a woman. Here is
no distinction on account of sex. Full of good
works. Not as a means of salvation, but as a
normal expression of the new life, She was
consecrated to deeds of unselfishness. Her life
was given up to the work of helping the needy.
Her time was devoted to generous labor for
those who needed her. Her mind was engrossed
with her Christlike labors. Everything else was
incidental, secondary.

37. She was sick, and died,
was real,
had ended.
for burial,

38. There was a feeling that this death was
premature. Tabitha's work was not done, Re-
cent events had made it possible to hope that
Peter might be able to recall the dead woman
to life as he had been permitted to work mirac-
ulous cures. [His activity from the moment
of the pentecostal baptism, his zeal, his great
success, proving that God was with him, nat-
urally suggested that he should he called, Be-
sides, he was known to be in the neighborhood,
only ten miles distant.

39. Then Peter arose and went with them.
A holy zeal for Christ’s cause inspires prompt
obedience to every call. And all the widows
stood by him weeping. Who were these wid-
ows? It is quite commonly said, The ypoor
beneficiaries of Dorcas, shedding tears of grate-
ful sorrow over the quiet form of their bene-
factress, and showing the gifts made for them by
her hands. But some answer, These were the
widows whom she had gathered around her to
assist in making clothing for the needy. The
text does not decide. May it not have been
that both guesses are right? If Tabitha was
as wise as she was good would she not do good
to some widows by employing them to assist
in making garments for other and more helpless
ones? Hence their tears, They were grateful ;
they had learned to love the sweet, generous
soul; they respected and admired her for her
wisdom.,

40. Peter had seen the miracle wrought by
Jesus when the dead maiden was restored alive
to her father. Naturally he imitated his Mas-
ter, and caused all persons to leave the room.
Then he kneeled in prayer. Tt was the “fervent
effectual prayer” divinely inwrought, When he

The sickness
The death was not a trance. Life
The body was tenderly prepared
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knew by the Spirvit that he had been heard he
spoke the potent word in full assurance,
“Arise!” At once God restored the dead to
life,

41. Saints and widows. The widows were
saints, but for a time, in the early period of the
Church, they were a distinctive part of the
general body and were spoken of as “widows" in
a technical sense,

42. Many belicved in the Lord, This evi-
dence of the power of Christ, in whose name
the miracle was wrought, emboldened those who
already believed to speak of the event every-
where, A falsehood would have heen powerless
for good. But all Joppa came to know of the
genuineness of the miracle. It could easily
be tested. Hence many believed on the Lord,
See John 20, 31,

THE REPOSE OF THE CIURCH.

1. Neasons of repose for the Church harve
always been secured through natural causes by
the splendid strategy of heaven. It was not by
direct gift from God in a miraculous way, it
was not by the prowess of the feeble infant
Church, that this season of rest was secured, A
heathen emperor of Rome was the means, un-
designedly, of this blessing. Under an order
by which the Jews were apprised of his purpose
to defile their holy place, they were filled with
horror and with apprehension for their own
worship. In their tervor they forgot to perse-
cute the Church of Jesus,

2. The use to be made of scasons of repose
vy the Chureh, During this period the Church,
released from the pressure of its bitter enemies,
grew in power and numbers and influence, Re-
poseful seasons are not for idleness, but for
aggressive activity, the wise and effective use of
energy developed during periods of heroic re-
sistance to violent efforts against the peace of
the Church, Repose—or, as it might be ren-
dered, prosperity—affords opportunity to mass
all the accumulated powers of Christian in
a great forward movement. We are enjoying
such a season, and should in the sight of the
world “Walk in the fear of the Lord, and in
the comfort of the Holy Ghost,” and greatly
increase in numbers and in influence. All the
children of the Church should now be secured.
All who accept Christianity should be won to
Christ and enrolled,

PETER'S JOURNEY OF SUPERVISION,
Peter assumed supervision of (he churches
under the divine leading, showing—

[April 13,

1. The unity of the Church. The churches
constitute the visible Church, They are the
parts; it is the whole. Each church has its
field, its task, its workers, its successes, By
doing its special work it is contributing to the
general success. It is training its workers for
the magnificent onward movement soon to be or-
dered, when all the world shall acknowledge the
majesty of Christ. Ile is watching and waiting
for the moment in which to give the command
that shall send a mighty thrill of joy through
heaven and earth. Under our divine Com-
mander, each unit intact, the ensemble complete,
the combination irresistible, the total aggregate
of those who compose the living Church, ani-
mated by the Holy Spirit, chastened into un-
selfishness, shall dominate the whole world,
Then all art, literature, social Iife, science, gov-
ernment, shall be controlled by the principles
of the doctrine of Christ. Everything that is of
Christ tends to unite all Christianity into one
beneficent, irresistible force that makes for uni-
versal righteousness, prosperity, and peace. Why
do not all Christians join heartily and persist-
ently in the forward movement to which the
world-conditions are ealling the Church?

2. A system of oversight. From the infancy
of the Church the purpose of the great Founder
to maintain constant supervision of the entire
Church is apparent. The apostles were set
apart for this work., Either by person or let-
ters they kept in touch with every church,

CHRIST CURES YOU,

The miracles of healing wrought by Christ
and his apostles serve to reveal the divine esti-
mate of the importance of good health to the
cause of Christ—a lesson the people called to
be saints have been slow to learn. They are
not intended, however, to teach dependence on
miracle for health. If they had been so in-
tended it would have been made clear beyond
dispute, and the power to work miracles of heal-
ing would not have been withdrawn from the
apostles’ successors,

This was a real case. Not caused by imag-
ination. Not removable by hypnotic influence,
The man had no expectation of a cure. It was
a complete surprise to him. It had no sub-
jective human elements, but was wrought by
divine power alone through the instrumentality
of a great and holy man who had no thought of
pecuniary reward, To claim to represent God
in the cure of disease, without other means than
the direct power of God, and to use that pre-
tense for self-aggrandizement, would be an aw-
ful erime.
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TURNED TO THE LORD.
All manifestations of divine power in the life
of men result in winning followers for Christ.

FEMALE DISCIPLES,

From the beginning, women were admitted to
discipleship. In the upper chamber they were
not discriminated against by the Holy Spirit,
On them the tongues of fire descended as well as
on the men, They have heen prepared to ex-
pect this by Christ's respectful and tenderly
considerate treatment of them. They may pro-
mulgate Christianity in the most effective way
by holy object lessons in Christlike devotion to
the interests of the kingdom. Idle women in
the Church are a dead weight to the cause. Ac-
tive women wisely employed are a powerful and
invaluable reinforcement.

YHE GAIN TO THE CHURCH BY THE DEATH OF THE
SAINTS,

1. It accentuates the holy life.

2. It focuses attention upon the triumph of
the saints. The powerlessness of death. Death
does not end all; it is only a more glorious be-
ginning,

3. It stimulates those who remain to more
active labors. Those who had depended on Tab-
itha at once became active. The glorious death
of an active worker may call many from the liv-
ing grave of indifference,

Thoughts for Young People.

1. The efficiency of divine power, Jight
vears of sickness, with all its devastation and
complications, did not cause Peter to hesitate in
calling upon the Master. He is “the wisdom
and power of God,” and is not like human
liealers.  With the Good Physician there are no
‘critical cases.” Ile is none the less the Physi-
cian of souls diseased. Well might the psalmist
exclaim, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget
not all his benefits: who forgiveth all thine in-
iquities ; who healeth all thy diseases” (Psa.
103. 2, 8).

2. Immediate faith and instant cure, Faith
is pleasing to God, and he delights to honor it.
Postponement is not a characteristic of healthy
faith.  Now is a very important adverb in the
language of the Spirit (2 Cor. 6. 2). God is
never taken unawares, does not have, on his
OWn account, to postpone any good deed, or the
sranting of gracious help. He is always able.
Believe that, and every prayer will receive help-
ful answer,

3. An enviable reputation. Dorcas was not
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only “a disciple,” a member of the Church, but
she was “full of good works and almsdeeds.”
Here we see the happy union of doctrine and
life, of knowledge and practice. “Knowledge
gets refined, chastened, in work. Water is fil-
tered as it flows onward in its chaunel—the im-
purity gets deposited in the shingle. Water
stagnant becomes putrid and breeds miasms.
In like manner knowledge, as long as it remains
mere theory, becomes morbid and unhealthy
«...But let it run out in good works, let it be
reduced to practice, and it will grow healthful
and clear” (Jones, Studies in the Acts, p. 205),
(See James 2, 16, #q.)

4. Charity triumphant over prejudice, Doter
now becomes the guest of Simon the tanner,
whose business made him unclean in the estima-
tion of the Jews. But Peter was in training by
the Holy Spirit, and growing out of his old
prejudices. He was getting where he could un-
derstand and accept the lesson taught in the
vision of “the great sheet,” that nothing is
common that God has cleansed. Cultivate a
divine charity for all: do not try to fence in
divine sympathy and help, or human kindness,

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
CONNECTION,

For a while we part company from Saul, who
after his great change began to preach Jesus.
In to-day’s lesson we Join Peter as he stops
at Lydda on one of his preaching tours.

CIRCUMSTANCES,

Time.  About three years after the last les.
son—that is, 38-40 A, D,

Places.  Lydda, twenty-five miles northwest
of Jerusalem; and Joppa, nine miles northwest
of Lydda. Doint them out on the map, and
also Saron, or the plain of Sharon, and tell
what grew there,

Persons.  Rapidly question the pupils as to
what they have learned concerning the three -
persons about whom we are to study ; correct
or add to their answers if necessary,

CONTENTS,

We will group our questions around the per-
sons of the lesson :

Peter (verse 32). Who was he? Where was
he traveling? For what purpose? (Question to
ascertain whether the pupils understand how
Peter the denier had been changed into Peter
the preacher.) Mo what place did he come?
To what kind of people? What is a saint?

<“Encas (verses 33-35). Where was Zneas?
How long had he been there? Why? What
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did Peter say to him? What did he do? What
effect had this?

Dorcas (verses 36-42). Where did Dorcas
live? How far was this place from Lydda?
What was the other name of Dorcas? What
sort of a woman was she? What was she ac-
customed to mak For whom? What hap-
pened to her?

* For whom did her friends send?
What did he do? Whom did he find around the
body of Dorcas? What were they doing? What
four things did Peter do? (verse 10.)  What
did he say? What did the dead woman do?
What did Peter then do? What was the result
of this miracle?

Nimon (verse 43). The best method of se-
curing home study is for the teacher to be a
student with his pupils, As suggested in las
week's Hints, the teacher should tell the pug
all that he has learned concerning Simon, ( Se
Acts 10. 6.) Explain the significance of Ie-
ter's lodging with a tanner?

CLINCHER

It wili be much better to fasten one truth in
the pupils' minds than to attempt to teach all
the truths suggested by thi wonderful narra-
i Let the teacher ask : Why did the widows
when Dorcas died? After the various
swers have been given show that it was be-
cause they loved her, and that their love was
due to the fact that she had been kind to them,

At the services held in memory of the late
Edgar W. Hawley, Judge Teale, of Brooklyn,
referred to the number of persons who wept
bitterly at the casket which contained Mr, Haw-
ley's remains, and said, “I want to live so that
when I die some one will weep."  Ask the pu-
pils: Will you so live that when you are gone
some one will miss you?

CONCLUSION,
In order that they may Leep in mind the les-
son thought have all print :

HEN I DIE
HO WILL WEEP»
HY?

Have the pupils at home print on foundation
stone number two the word DORCAS, and on
the reverse side the questions as indicated
ahove,

FOR NEXT

INDAY,

Ask the pupils to print on a sheet of paper
the word CORNELIUS, and under it the vari-
ous traits of his character as they find them
recorded in Acts 10. 1, 2, and ask them to write
underneath what he lacked,

[April 13,

By Way of Illustration,

“The saints which dwelt at Lydda.” To be a
saint is to be a person peculiarly set apart to
Jesus Christ, A Christian is precisely that, if
he is anything. “Saint” is the steady New
Testament designation of the Christian., It does
not at all imply or suggest a sinless perfection.
To be a saint is to have willingly set one's self
apart to the love and service of our Lord, Here
is a boy at school or college. 1Ile is consecrated
to, or set apart to, getting the education the
institution can furnish him. The moment he
registers, that moment he is thus set apart. It
does not at all follow that he has become a fin-
ished scholar. It does follow that he has put
himself in the way of becoming scholarly., A
saint is one who has sincerely entered himself
in the school of Christ, Ie may, as yet, have
made slight advance in spiritual scholarship.
He has not yet reached high degrees in saint-
ship, but he is nevertheless a saint.—Wayland
Hoyt,

“Jesus Christ maketh thee whole,” This is
the language of self-abnegation which knows it-
self to be but the channel of power. “Shall the
ax boast itself g ist him that heweth there-
with?"  Not the pipe, but the breath that
breathes through it, makes the music.  Moses
was smitten because he posed as the cause of a
miracle. Peter hastens to trace all the power to
J —A. McLaren,

Verses 35 and }2. Nothing attracts attention
and causes people to think of God like miracles,
When the miracle of conversion takes place in
your church and you have a revival, it is a
most absorbing topic of conversation, the papers
are full of it, and many turn their thoughts and
hearts to God. Miracles advertise God's power,
and no miracle is greater than conversion,—
Moody.

Christianity and charity. Here we have a
demonstration of that spirit of love and unity
that sprang up with the first outpouring of the
Spirit. The men at Jerusalem sold their pos-
sessions and brought them and laid them at the
apostles’ feet, that the price of them might be
distributed among the more needy of the dis-
ciples. Here the spirit of self-sacrifice seems to
have taken on a different form, and Dorcas
became the administrator of her own charity.
God has called us unto good works, not as a
meritorious condition of acceptance with him,
but as an exhibition of his life in us,

Almsdeeds. There are many good people who
are willing to give alms who are never ready to
do almsdeeds. Half the beauty and power of
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Christian charity is in the personality of its
administration. To give money to feed the hun-
gry and clothe the naked is good, but to carry
the food with your own hand and thus manifest
Christian  fellowship is infinitely better. To
give money to buy clothes is good, but for Chris-
tian women who have both means and leisure
to make and then bestow with their own hands
the garments made is infinitely better, To give
money to send the Gospel to the heathen is good,
but to go to the heathen one's self when it is
possible is better. We cannot always admin-
ister our own charity, but when we can let us do
it—Pentecost,

The beauty of humble service, In one of
Murillo's pictures in the Louvre he shows us
the interior of a convent kitchen; but doing
the work there are not mortals in old dresses,
but beautiful white-winged angels, One serenely
puts the kettle on the fire to boil, and one is
lifting up a pail of water with heavenly grace,
and one is at the kitchen dresser reaching up
for plates. All are so busy and working with
such a will, and so refining the work as they
do it, that somehow you forget that it is drudg-
ery and only think how very natural and beau-
tiful kitchen work is.—1W, (. Gannett,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same
spirit.  And there are differences of administra-
tion, but the same Lord. And there are diversi-
ties of operation, but it is the same God which
worketh all in all.” Gifts of healing, the power
to call the dead to life, were manifestations of
the Holy Spirit peculiar to the beginning of his
dispensation. Ie works in other ways now.
We have no warrant for saying that men could
to-day heal a palsied man or raise the dead to
life if they had faith like that of Peter, There
are men and women now as full of faith and of
the Holy Ghost as ever Peter was who have not
Peter’s commission to work such miracles,
“In all these worketh that one and the selfsame
Spirit dividing to every man severally as he
will; God also bearing them witness, . . . with
divers gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his
own will,”

Itisa terribly misleading error to teach that
all sickness can be cured either by faith or by
the power of one mind over another. Even
Peter did not cure everybody, nor bring back
to life all who died. Mneas and Tabitha were
singular cases, permitted for a necessity in the
kingdom of God at that time which does not
exist now. T know more than one saint as pure
and heavenly minded as ever dwelt at Lydda
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who have kept their beds more than eight years
whom Jesus Christ has not been pleased to make
whole, But theip faith and patience and happy
trost were not surpassed by Alneas, There is
a victory of faith greater than bodily healing.
Eneas was healed so that the people who lived
in Lydda and ron might, through the miracle,
be turned to the Lord, Through these who suf-
fer on, patiently, trinmphantly, radiantly, vie-
torious in soul, the light and grace of the Holy
Spirit shine with even greater power, and as
many are turned to the Lord through them as
through Eueas or Tabitha, It is the same
Spirit with different ways of working. It is all
the fulfillment of Jesus' saying, “le that be-
lieveth on me, the works that I do he shall do
also, and greater works than these shall he do
because I go unto the Father.” His going to
the Father meant the coming of the Holy Spirit,
through whose indwelling in human hearts these
greater triumphs of grace should be possible,

We read with wonder of the miracles wrought
by the first apostles, But 1 believe to the eyes
of angels who watch with interest the affairs of
redeemed humanity deeds as wonderful are done
every day now by the power of the Holy Spirit,
He works in different ways, but just as effectu-
ally as in the days of aul and Peter. He has
his instruments through whom he works as tru-
Iy as he used those men, Is it not as wonderful
that eleven thousand men in Japan have within
a few weeks heen enrolled as “inquirers” of the
teachings of Christ, and that many of these have
been brought to know him as a personal Sav-
iour through the power of the Spirit? Is not
the story of the faithful martyrs in China as
wonderful as anything we read of the early
Church? India and the islands of the sea give
equal testimony to the secret power of the same
spirit in the hearts of men.  We do not need
miracles of bodily healing, or raising the dead;
God offers other proofs to-day of the nearness
of his kingdom. The Holy Spirit is here as
Christ was once here in the flesh. Blessed are
Your eyes if they see, and your ears if you hear
his voice, and your heart if it is filled with his
presence and power,

The Teachers’ Meetfng,

Make a study of the geography of this chap-
ter, so that every point mentioned will be
definitely and correctly located in the mind.
Take up the various oriental customs referred
to in the lesson, for example, an Eastern bed,
the upper room, preparation of the dead for
burial, mourning for the dead, ete, Time may
be profitably spent in a study of the four differ-
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ent names by which the followers of Jesus were
designated before they were called Christians,
namely, disciples (Acts 1. 15; 6. 2), believers
(2. 44; 5. 14), saints (9, 13), brethren (9. 30).

Library References.

PETER.—On this experience in Peter's life
consult the lives of Peter by Taylor, West, Rob-
inson, Macduff, Hodder, Auchincloss; the lives
of the apostles by Reid, Vance, and Sooy.

DorcAs.—Wharton, Famous Women of the
New Testament, page 203. Taylor, Peter the
Apostle, page 268, Farrar, Life of St. Paul,
page 148,

JorpA.—Lewin, Life of St. Paul, vol. i, pages
85, 90. Geikie, New Testament Hours, vol. ii,
page T1. Stanley, Sinai and Palestine, pages
263, 274, Smith, Holy Land (Index). The
Bible dictionaries,

Lyvpa.—Fouard, St. Peter, page 143. Thom-
son, The Land and the Book, old ed., vol. ii,
page 191, Smith, Historical Geography of the
Holy Land. The Bible dictionaries.

SiMON THE TANNER—Lewin, Life of St
Paul, pages 8, 88. Fouard, St. Peter, page 145,
Geikie, New Testament Hours, vol. ii, page 72.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.
Verse 32.—Banks, The Fisherman and His
Friends, page 271,
Verse 33.—Watkinson, Mistaken Signs, page
110,
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The first miracle illustrates the power Hf
faith; the second shows the praise of works.
By belief on the part of .Eneas the Lealing
declaration of Peter was called forth and ful-
filled; by good works and almsdeeds Dorcas
commended herself to her neighbors, and hy
them Peter was apprised of her death and was
enabled to raise and present her alive. The res-
toration to health and life symbolizes that spir-
itual invigoration and awakening which ema-
nate from Jesus Christ. He alone “maketh
whole” by bestowing grace and blessing, and the
gift of life eternal.

Coloring.—Cross, gray and black: headline
and “whole,” red and white; remainder, or-
ange and purple,

— e

LESSON IIl. Peter and Cornelius.

[April 20

GOLDEN TEXT. God is no respecter of persons. Acts 10, 34.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Study also verses 45-48, Read Acts 10, 1-34.)
Acts 10, 34-44.

34 Then Pe'ter opened his mouth, and said,
Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of
persons :

35 But in every nation he that feareth him,
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.

36 The word which God sent unto the chil-
dren of Is'ra-él, preaching peace by Je'sus
Christ: (he is Lord of all:)

37 That word, I say, ye know, which was
published throughout all’ Ju-de’a, and began
from Gal'i-lee, after the baptism which John
preached ; -

38 How_God anointed Je'sus of Naz'a-reth
with the Ho'ly Ghost and with wer : who
went about doing good, and healing all that
Evpre oppressed of the devil; for God was with

im,

[Commit to memory verses 42-44.]

Revisep VERSION,

34 And Peter opened his mouth, and said,
Of a truth I perceive that God is no re-
35 specter of persons: but in every nation
he that feareth him, and worketh righteous-
36 ness, is acceptable to him. The word which
he sent unto the children of Israel, preach-
ing good tidings of paace by Jesus Christ
37 (he is Lord of all)——that saying ye your-
selves know, which was published throughout
all Judwa, beginning from Galilee, after the
38 baptism which John preached; even Jesus
of Nazareth, how that God anointed him
with the Holy Ghost and with power: who
went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil; for God was
with him. And we are witnesses of all
things which he did both in the country of

tion «
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39 And we are witnesses of all things which
he did both in the land of the Jews, and in
Je-ru'sa-lem ; whom they slew and hanged on a
tree:

40 Him God raised up the third day, and
showed hLim openly ;

41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses
chosen before of God, eren to us, who did eat
and dr with him after he rose from the dead.

42 A1 ommanded us to preach unto the
people, o testify that it is he wln.rll was
ordained o1 God to be the Judge of quick and
dead,

43 To him give all the prophets witness, that
through his name \\'huuw\:vl' believeth in him
shall receive remission of sins,

44 While Pe’ter yet spake these words, the
Ho'ly Ghost fell on all them which heard the
word,
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the Jews, and in Jerusalem ; whom also they
40 slew, hanging him on a tree. Him God
raised up the third day, and gave him to
41 be made manifest, not to all the people, but
unto witnesses that were chosen before of
God, even to us, who did eat and drink with
him after he rose from the dead. And he
charged us to preach unto the people, and to
testify that this is he which is ordained of
God to be the Judge of quick and dead,
To him bear all the prophets witness, that
through his name every one that believeth on
him shall receive remission of sins,
While DPeter Yet spake these words, the
Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the
word,

Time.—Probably about A. D. 40.
Ciesarea, thirty miles north of Joppa,

Home Readings,

A devout man. Acts 10, 1-16,

. Peter's journey. Acts 10, 17-29,
Peter and Cornelius, Acts 10, 3048,
A centurion’s faith, Matt. 8, 5-13,
Ministry to Gentiles. Eph. 8, 1-12,
Christ and the Samaritan. John 4. 1-14,
Blessing for the Gentiles, Gal, 3. 7-14,

Lesson Hymas,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 138,
My hope is built on nothing less
*’h& Jesus’ blood and righteousness ;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 140,
Now I have found the ground wherein
Sure my soul’s anchor may remain,
The wounds of Jesus, for my sin
Before the world’s foundation slain.
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 139,
Jesus, thy Blood and Righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress ;
‘M‘i'dn flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy -hAH L lift up my head.

Questions for Senior Schol.

1. Peter's Response to the Vision,

To whom was Peter speaking ?

What is a respecter of persons ?

What lesson had the Lord taught Peter?

Who did Peter say are accepted with God?

To what nation was peace by Christ Jesus
first preached?

To what office was Jesus anointed?

How is Christ's life described by Peter?

What gave much weight to Peter's descrip-
tion of Christ's work?

Place.—

Whom did he charge with the death of Jesus?

What great doctrine do the disciples every-
where preach?

To whom only did Christ appear after his
resurrection ?

What was the commistion he gave to his dis-
ciples?

Who receives remission of sins?

What is it to believe in him?
2. The Witness of the Holy Ghost,

How was the favor of God shown in Peter's
preaching?

What astonished Peter's companions?

What signs did those give upon whom the
Holy Ghost came?

How did Peter fulfill the command he had
received from the Spirit at Joppa?

How did he perceive that all distinctions of
persons vanish among them that believe ?

Into what fellowship were the Gentiles re-
ceived in baptism?

Quest for Ink 1
1. Peter Seeing God's Love for All Men (verses
34-37).
What does God not respect concerning men ?
Does he respect character?
On what conditions will he accept all men ?
What was Christ's last command?  (Matt,

28. 19, 20.)

2. Jesus Coming to Show It (verses 38-43).
Give the things Peter told about Jesus,
What did he say the disciples were to be?
How is Christ’s command given in Acts 1. 8%
How far had they yet taken the word of

Jesus?

What did the Jews call such men as Cor-
nelius?
Why did they despise the Gentiles?

Schol
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8. The Holy Spirit Witnessing It (verses 44-
46).
What came while Peter was preaching?
What had they seen before like this?
Had Peter and the other Jews expected this?
What wonderful power was given?
What do we call such unkind feelings as they
had toward others?
Do such feelings grow worse by having them
continued?
4. The Church Opened to Gentiles (verses 47,
48).
What rite was allowed the Gentiles now?
What does baptism do for us?
Does Peter now fully love the Gentiles?

Questions for Younger Scholars.

Who were Gentiles? All who were not Jews.

What did the Jews think of themselves?
That they were God's chosen people.

What did God teach Peter? That he loved
all alike.

How did he teach him? By a vision.

What Gentile also had a vision? Cornelius.

Who was he? .\ captain in the Roman army.

What was he told to do? To send for
Peter,

Who went to Cwsarea with Deter? Siz
friends.

What did Peter do? He taught the Gospel of
Jesus to Cornclius and his friends.

What followed? Cornelius and all his friends

[April 20,

were baptized with water and with the Holy
Npirit,

What is the Gospel Peter taught the Gen-
tiles? The good news that God loves everybody.

Is this true to-day? Yes, for it is God's truth
and cannot change.

What does this lesson teach us is our duty
to the heathen? 7To send them the Gospel.

The Lesson Catechism.
(For the entire school.)
1. Who was the first Christian among the
Gentiles? Cornelius, @ Roman centurion,
2. Who preached the Gospel to him? Peter,
the apostle,
3. How did Peter say all men would receive
remission of sins? By believing in Jesus.
4. What came upon those who heard while
Peter was speaking? The Holy Ghost.
5. What is the GoLpEN TEXT? “God is," e*r.

The Church Catech’sm.

56. How doth the Word read and heard become
effectual unto salvation? That the Word may
become effectual unto salvation we must attend
thereto with diligence, preparation, and prayer;
receive it with faith and love; lay it up in our
hearts; and practise it in our lives.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Comprehensiveness of the Gospel.

I. DIVINE IMPARTIALITY.
I perccive that God is no respecter of per-
sons. v. 34,
For the Lord your God is God of gods, and
Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and
a terrible, which regardeth not persons,
nor taketh reward. Deut. 10. 17,
For there is no respect of persons with God.
Rom. 2. 11
And if ye call on the Father, who without
respect of persons judgeth according to
every man's work, pass the time of your
sojourning here in fear. 1 Pet, 1. 17.
11. MESSAGE OF PEACE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.
Preaching peace by Jesus Christ. v. 36-38,
Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to
him that is near, saith the Lord. Isa.
57, 19,
For he is our peace, who hath made both
one, and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us. Eph, 2. 14,

I11. WirNessEs DIVINELY ORDAINED.

And we are witnesses of all things which he
did. .. .chosen before of God. v. 30-43.

We speak that we do know, and testify that
we have seen : and ye receive not our wit-
ness, John 3. 11.

And ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in Sa-
maria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth. Acts 1. 8.

1V. TruTH DIVINELY ATTESTED.

While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy
Ghost fell on &ll them which heard the
word, v. 44.

1 will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and
my blessing upon thine offspring. TIsa.
4. 3.

But he that cometh after me is mightier
than I: ... he shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost, and with fire, Matt, 3.
11
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V. GENTILES BArTizep,
Can any man forbid wate r, that these should
not Je baptized? v, 47, 48,
But when they believed Philip preaching
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the things concerning the kingdom of
God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they
were baptized, both wen and women,
Acts 8, 12,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

While Peter tarried at Joppa a very important event occurred, There was stationed at Caosaren a cen-

turion of the Italian cohort,

He was probably of the Cornelii, a noble and distinguished family at Rome,

Cornelius appears to have been of that class of persons who, discontented with heathenism, had turned toward
the Jewish religion. He can hardly have been a * proselyte of the gate,” as some think, for he is spoken of as
a Gentile (verses 28, 84, 85 ; chap. 11. 183 15. 7), while these proselytes belonged to the communion of the

theocracy and were counted as Jews, While engage:

Cornelius and directed him to send messengers to

should do. The following afternoon Peter went to

d in his devotions an angel of the Lord appeared to
Simon at Joppa, who would inforin him as to what he
the housetop to pray. He became very hungry, and

while they made ready for him to eat he fell into a trance, and saw the vision of the ** great sheet " Jet down
from heaven. The messengers from Cornelius were already at the gate, and were inquiring for Simon Peter.
Instructed by the Spirit, Peter accompanied the men to Cwmsarea, where he Wwas received with great respect

by Cornelius, who told him of the vision and his subsequent conduct.

A company had assembled, doubt-

less, at the invitation of the centurion, whom Peter addressed, setting forth the impartiality of God and the

comprehensiveness of the Gospel.

While he was speaking to them the Holy Spirit fell upon both Jew and

Gentile, and they were baptized in the name of the Lord.

Verse 34. Of a truth. The facts narrated
by Cornelius verified Peter's conviction, received
from his own vision. He declares his convic-
tion that God does not go to work in any way
partially.

85. In every nation he that fearcth him.
The preliminary frame of mind is the essential
requisite, and not nationality—the attitude of
mind and heart and life, which is entirely in-
dependent of nationality. It is to this that God
looks, and not to the accidents of birth and con-
dition,

36. The word, Namely, the message which
God sent to the Israelites, making known salva-
tion through Jesus Christ. He is Lord of all,
The aim of Peter appears to have been to make
his Gentile hearers leel that the word which
had first been proclaimed to the Jews had a
universal destination,

37, 38. That word, I say, ve know, They
were acquainted with the history of our Lord's
ministry. Peter goes backward in point of time
in the thirty-seventh verse, beginning with the
latest and best-known facts, and running his
narrative into those that were earlier and less
known. Then in verse 38 he begins with the
baptism of Jesus and runs down to the present,

39-41. We are witnesses, That is, the apos-
tles. Not to all the people. The resurrection
of our Lord was not to be a public spectacle for
the gratification of idle curiosity, but a demon-
stration of divine power to those whom God
chose for their fitness to observe and testify.

42, To preach unto the people.  The apos-

tles were not only to testify to the truth of the
resurrection, but they were to announce that the
risen One is to be the Judge of the quick and
the dead.

43. Whosocver believeth, ete, The divinely
attested way of salvation, namely, that everyone
who believes on him receives forgiveness of
sins,

44. The Holy Ghost fell on all. Both Jew
and Gentile, the Holy Spirit thus approving of
the truth uttered, and making further discourse
unnecessary.

45, They of the circumeision which belicved,
A term to denote Jews who had accepted Chris-
tianity.” On the Gentiles also, Cornelius and
his company represented to the Jews the Gen-
tile world, and their receiving the Holy Spirit
placed them on a level with themselves, “the
children of promise.”

46. For they heard them epeak with tongues,
“Cornelius and his friends spoke with tongues—
that is, they spoke not in the exercise of re-
flective thought, not in intelligible, clear, and
connected speech, but in enraptured eucharistic
cestasy, as by the involuntary exercise of their
tongues, which were just organs of the Spirit”
(Meyer, Com.).

47, 48. Can any man forbid water? Cuan
any person still doubt the impartiality of God,
and his recognition of a proper frame of mind?
Can any allow his prejudice to interfere wiih
the divine plan and purpose? Tarry certain
days. The next chapter shows that Peter com-
plied with this request.
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HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Peter had been honored in being permitted to
preach the first sermon after Pentecost to the
Jews,  Now it is his distinction that he en-
Jjoys the privilege of being the first of the apos-
tles to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles, For
the first task his training in common with that
of his fellow-apostles had been a sufficient prepa-
ration, For this he had received a special
preparation.  God had opened his eyes to the
broader purposes concerning the whole world
than any Jew was prepared to accept.

Verse 34. - The entire lesson consists of a
summary of this first Gospel sermon to Gen-
tiles, and of a statement of the immediate re-
sult.  The address begins with a reference to
the divine lesson which Peter received in the
vision on the house top, recorded in the earlier
portion of this chapter. Ile had iearned that
God is not partial to one person or class or
nation. God is absolutely indi¥erent to those
distinctions of which man makes so much. No
one can presume on being a favorite with God,
no matter how eminent among men. No per-
son need fear to come to God, however he may
be contemued by his fellows,

35. All nations have access to God. This
verse does not afford reason to believe that God
is indifferent to the religious attitude of any.
The heathen who has obeyed the voice of con-
science and scrupulously done the best he knew
has a better hope than he who, reared under the
full blaze of Christian knowledge, has rebelled
against light. The righteous pagan has devel-
oped such tastes spiritually that he would in-
stantly accept Christ if he were brought to his
clear knowledge. Such a man was Cornelius.

36. A difficult verse as to whicli biblical
scholars have not been able to agree, The latest
rendering by authority that commands respect
is as follows: “God has sent his message to the
Israelite people and told them, through Jesus
Christ, the Good News of peace. And Jesus
is Master of all men” (Twentieth Century New
T'estament). Peter takes this great opportunity
to announce to his Gentile hearers that Jesus is
the Lord.

37. Peter does what preachers are always
compelled to do, namely, tell their hearers some
things already known. He recites briefly, and
in reverse order, the familiar facts, in order to
be able to set his teaching before them in an
orderly manner,

38. Anointed. God consecrated Jesus his
Messiah, His record of miraculous works was
still fresh in memory,

89. We are witnesses. He spoke of nothing

at second hand, but with the assurance of oue
who had seen all the things of which he spoke,
These apostolic witnesses were numerous
enough and of suflicient weight of character to
establish any fact stated by them. Their entire
career authenticates their testimony.

40. Showed him openly. There was no se-
cret working, no mystery,

41. To chosen witnesses,
tion was not established by
always unreliable—but by specially qualified
witnesses, who were perfectly familiar with
their Lord, who knew every element of his per-
sonality, every tone of his voice, and who there-
fore could not be mistaken. In the intimacy of
the table, eating and drinking with him, they
had every opportunity to assuve themselves that
it was indeed their Lord who had returned from
the rocky tomb. They knew with absolute cer-
tainty the truth they taught,

43. This is He who is the glorious subject
of prophecy. That of which they had spoken
is accomplished. We are not to question future
ages, but accept the voice of this history., Who-
soever. This is a very condensed report, doubt-
less, of Peter's remarks., It will require a little
mental elaboration on the part of the l‘enllpr
to seize the full force of this word “whosoever.
It had a very rich and wonderful significance
to Peter, He had supposed that Jews only could
be saved. Others could become Jewish pros-
elytes, and, having submitted to circumecision,
could then claim an interest in Christ. But now
he sees his privilege to offer salvation to who-
soever of any nation believeth in Jesus,

44, The Holy Ghost fell on all them which
heard the word. The Israelites had enjoyed
their Pentecost; now the Gentiles have theirs.
In this brief recital not all the particulars of
that remarkable scene have been preserved. We
do not know that there were visible phenomena,
or that there was a “sound as of a mighty rush-
ing wind."” But the following context makes it
certain that a gift of tongues was bestowed ; for
they were heard speaking with tongues and ex-
tolling God.

Christ’s resurn
a mob—mobs

PETER AND CORNELIUS,

In the Acts of the Apostles we have an ac-
count of the founding of the Christian Church.
The most imposing and impressive fact of all
time is the Church of Christ. It must be ac-
counted for. An institution of such prepon-
derating, world-wide power must have a begin-
ning consistent with its marveleus history. It
could not have sprung from nothing. Christ in
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his lifetime seemed to fail. An ignominious
death at first seemed to close his career, But
he bhad accomplished all he meant to. He had
set in motion the agencies which in their subse-
quent well-ordered activity have given to the
world the Church and saved untold millions
from the misery of sin. The Church thus found-
ed is destined to see its Founder acknowledged
Lord of all men,

PETER'S FIRST SERMON TO THE GENTILE

The introduction was a brief reference to the
lesson which God had taught in the vision of the
great sheet let down from heaven, By this
divine object lesson Ieter was suddenly changed
from a narrow and conscientiously exclusive
Jew to a broad-minded Christian. Though a
man of strong individuality, he submitted
promptly to God when new light was shed upon
his mind,

THE LOVING IMPARTIALITY OF GOD,

1. It Liad been clearly taught to Peter, because
of his position and personal qualifications.

2. It had been gladly accepted by Peter, The
truth always is welcomed by those who have
Christ's spirit,

3. It was immediately put into his life,
Truth to be effective after being accepted in the
abstract must become concrete in the life,

4. It was immediately promulgated by Peter,
The truth is a treasure, It should not be hoard-
ed for personal use only, but put into circulation
for the benefit of mankind. God does not re-
veal his truth at once to men in the mass, but
to chosen ones, who are then to spread it
abroad among men,

God is not the God of one nation, but of all
nations, Peter had learned that even Gentiles
could come to God without first becoming Jew-
ish proselytes. Those who feared God and
worked righteousness stood in the same relation
to the atonement as did the Hebrew people,

God's impartiality is the basis of missions,
He wants all nations taught his will. Christ is
the hope of Gentile and Jew alike, He calls all
men to repentance, and offers salvation to all
who believe on him. The duty of the Christian
Church “to preack peace by Jesus Christ” to all
nations is here made plain. It is the privilege
of heathen people to be instructed in all the
way of life, not only that they may be saved
at last, but also that they may have the fullness
of salvation from their benighted condition in
this world! We are not at liberty to rest in
the possession of all that is involy- in Christian
civilization and leave the pagan world to suf-
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fer all that goes with pagan darkness and bar-
barism,
PETER'S SERMON,

Peter begins this his first sermon to the Gen-
tile representative of the pagan world by a re-
cital of the well-known story of the life and
death of Jesus. Cornelius was an intelligent
Italian, probably a Roman of superior char-
acter, who had long lived in Palestine and was
well informed in the mere matters of fact here
narrated,

It is the business of Christian teachers to tell
again the familiar story of Christ. Only so
can it be preserved from passing out of human

/. Only so can it be made continuously
Only so can the entrance of fatal
error be prevented,

WE ARE WITNESSES,

The witnesses were qualified. Hence their
testimony has moved the world, and millions
have believed.

1. Witnesses for Jesus should know by blessed
experience what they tell to others.

2. All. who know Jesus as their Saviour
should bear testimony to that fact, Iverywhere
they should make known the fact to the glory
of God.

3. Testifying on personal knowledge to the
power of Jesus Christ to save from sin is the
most effective preaching. In every church there
should be as many preachers as there are saved
persons.

THE HOLY GHOST FELL,

1. The meeting was held in obedience to di-
vine command. The spirit of God called the
preacher and the hearers. Every assembly of
God’s people for worship should present the
same conditions. “Go preach my Gospel.” “For-
sake not the assembling of yourselyes together.”

2. The preacher had a message from God. He
believed it, and was fully possessed by it. He
forgot all self-seeking and gave himself wholly
to its presentation. The utterance was simple
and direct. It was a new truth and quivering
with power,

3. The audience was devout, attentive, eager
to be instructed. It believed every word and re-
joiced to give it true hospitality, Under similar
conditions we may always expect evidences
of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

ON ALL WHO HEARD.

Peter's message received the closest attention
from all present. Hence all shared in the bless-
ing. If there had been one inattentive soul he
would not have received the Holy Spirit, for
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he would not have heen worthy, He would not
have heard the message.

HEARING THE MESSAGE,

1. It requires presence at the house of God,
where it is proclaimed by divine appointment,
To remain at home is to lose the blessing.

2. It requires cager attention to the entire
message. Sometimes it is pleasant and com-
mands involuntary attention, Sometimes it is
not pleasant, for it is the word of reproof, and
then it requires voluntary attention, the earnest
and patient effort to hear and learn.

3. 1t requires fullest sympathy with the whole
truth and all its parts,

Thoughts for Young People.

1. True conceptions of God, Each individ-
ual has his own idea of what God is. The dan-
ger is of forming one's conception influenced
by personal caprice or popular sentiment. How
easy we see it to have been for Peter and others
to imagine Jehovah as especially partial to the
Israelites! What a difficult task it was to con-
vince the early Christians that the Gentiles
could come into saving relation with Jesus with-
out passing through Judaism! What breadth
and eficiency their preaching had as soon as
they came to the conviction that “God is no re-
specter of persons”!

2. Prejudice overcome,  Improper concep-
tions of God, his relation to others besides our-
selves, and his ways of bringing men to right-
eousness, never fail to arouse prejudice in one's
miwd. Prejudice is prejudgment, the bringing
in of a verdict before one has sufficient facts or
arguments to give an intelligent and reasonalle
decision. Too many opinions, so called, are
only prejudices. Strive to give all matters upon
which you should have an opinion a fair hearing.
The Israelites, because God chose them as cus-
todians of his revealed word, became conceited
and intolerant, But they misjudged God when
they supposed that his love, sympathy, and help-
fulness were limited to them. Prejudice is a
very poor schoolmaster, leaving his pupils large-
ly ignorant of God's purposes and plans, and
narrow and limited in their charity and beney-
olence,

8. Witnessing to the truth. Any cause is
greatly benefited by having intelligent and cour-
ageous witnesses. Both Cornelius and Peter
came to an agreement that God is no respecter
of persons—that those who wait upon him in a
proper frame of mind are certain of an audience,
But what an immense advantage to the cause
of Christianity to have these two men, each in

[April 20.

his own way, testify publicly of their convie-
tion! Encourage a personal experience, and tes-
tify to others respecting the power of divine
grace in your own heart and life. Believe that
witnessing in some way is a duty you owe both
to God and men. Testimony should be the glaa
expression of your gratitude for benefits re-
ceived,
Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
CONNECTION,

This lesson presents to the teacher a grand
opportunity to show to the pupils how God
birings to pass his great purposes by using hu-
man agents, By a careful study of the connec-
tion between the lesson for last Sunday and
that for to-day he may be prepared to show how
God by means of a vision to Cornelius at Crmesa-
rea caused him to send te Joppa for Peter,
whom he had prepared for this call by another
vision, and that the results of Peter's obedi-
ence were first the conversion of Cornelius and
then the offer of salvation to the Gentiles.

CIRCUMSTANCES,
Time. About the same as for our last les-
son, 38 to 40 A, D,
Place.  Cwsarea, to wlich place Peter came
from Joppa, over thirty miles away., Show
both places on the map.

CONTENTS,

Our lesson text records an outline of a ser-
mon preached by Peter which is bristling with
doctrinal and practical points, It will not be
wise to attempt to study that sermon in all its
bearings. We will therefore cluster our ques-
tions around three main divisions of it :

1. God is no respecter of persons. What
truth did Peter announce to Cornelius? (verse
34.)  What does that mean? (verse 35.) What
does “worketh righteousness” mean?

2. Jesus on earth, For what purpose did
Jesus come to this earth? (verse 36.) By whom
was he anointed for service? What was the
result of his receiving power? Who was with
him? Who were witnesses of Jesus's deeds?
What did the Jews do to Jesus? What did God
do? To whom did Jesus appear after his resur-
rection? How did he prove to these witnesses
that he was the same Jesus that had been with
them ?

3. Jesus as judge. Verse 42 is a very impor-
tant one. By a study of the Notes let the teach-
er be prepared to explain how Jesus is to be
the judge. (See John 5. 22 and Matt, 25,
31-46.)
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CLINCHERS,

Give to each member of the class a sheet of
paper and ask each one to write a short answer
to the question, According to what do men
judge one another? Have the answers read, and
let one pupil make a list of them without dupli-
cating., The list will appear somewhat as fol-
lows :

MEN JUDGE ONE ANOTHER ACCORD-
ING TO THEIR
WEALTH,
POSITION,
POWER,
CLOTHES,
LOOKS,
EDUCATION.
Talk about these things, and then lead the pu-
pils to this
CONCLUSION :
MAN |
LOOKS AT
THE OUTSIDE |

GOD

THE HEART

which they should print so that they may have
it as a constant reminder that they need the
“remission of sins” spoken of in verse 43, so
that they can fearlessly face Jesus when he
comes to pass judgment on all mankind,

FOR NEXT SUNDAY
ask the pupils to be ready to tell the meaning
of the words “apostles,” “brethren,” and “Gen-
tiles,” which are found in Acts 11, 1.

NOTE.

It is none too soon to begin to think about
the review to be held on June 20. As we are
studying about the founding of the Christian
Church we will make the subject of our review
“Foundation Stones.”

A veteran teacher has recently declared that
if he had his pedagogical life to live over again
he would in teaching children make use of all
of their senses. He would endeavor not only
to make them hear and see, but also, whenever
possible, to make them touch, taste, and smell.
These Hints have been written with the hope
that the teachers will help the pupils to see as
well as to hear. Hence the printed outlines,
During this quarter let us go one step forward
and employ the sense of touch. To this end pro-
vide for each member of the class twelve blocks
of smooth wood (3x2x2 inches will be a goed
size), which we will call foundation stones,
Have a block used by every pupil in connection
with every lesson. On the obverse have printed
at home after the lesson study a word that will
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recall the lesson, and on the reverse the truth
or resolution as printed in the CONCLUSION of
the various lessons. These blocks will serve as
the basis of review from Sunday to Sunday, and
also of the quarterly review. To-day's word is
CORNELIUS, and the reverse should have the
conclusion as above,

By Way of llustration.

Peter and Cornelius,  As the Spirit prepared
the heart and mind of the eunuch for the min-
istry of Philip, and sent Philip away from
Samaria to the desert to instruct him, so now
the Spirit had prepared the centurion for the
Gospel, and also led the apostle Peter to the
very neighborhood where this inquirer was un-
consciously awaiting his coming. Who shall
say that the same careful and minute Providence
is not present in the case of every man and
woman who is converted to God? We do not
now discern the hand of God actually direct-
ing, nor discern the various links in the chain;
but is not that Providence as present in the
human affairs as the mainspring and the wheels
are present in the watch that move the hands
over the dial, though we only see the hands
and not the hidden works inclosed within the
watch?

Peter's sermon, 'aul said, *“We preach Christ
and him crucified.” This was Peter's theme.
It is the theme of all effective preaching. A
young preacher asked a friend what criticism he
had to offer on his sermons. *“They are like
Japanese pictures,” said the friend—*there is
no difference between background and fore-
ground. You spoke of Buddha and Confucius
and Christ and Socrates, and all had the same
praise and prominence. When you were through
we had no conviction that you felt Christ to be
more than many other great men, nor that his
death brought life to the world. These others
are great, but they belong in the background.
Give Christ his chief place. Put him in the fore-
ground.”

“Who went about doing good.” The hinge
upon which the judgment will turn for us or
against us is whether we have ministered to
Chirist’s brethren. If we are Christlike, it will be
our steady business, William Carey said that his
business was preaching Christ, and he cobbled
shoes to pay expenses. So the chief business
of the Christian is going about doing good, and
what people may think is his business is only
to make the other possible.—Russell Conwell,

The change in Cornelius was like coming
from moonlight, which is real light and reflected
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from the sun, into the clear light of the sun
growing brighter and brighter unto the perfect
day. It was the change from seeing divinely
pictured windows from without in dim outlines
and faint colors, and standing within and be-
hiolding all pictures and colors by the light of
heaven streaming through.—~Select Notes, 1897,

Verse J4. This proved that God was no re-
specter of persons, The Gospel came to Abram
before he was a Jew. Jethro, the father-in-law
of Moses, was an accepted man with God, and
yet he was not, so far as we know, even a
proselyte to the Jewish religion, Naaman was
a converted man and accepted with God, though
he did not become incorporated with the Jew-

ish theocracy. The widow of Zarephath was *

a heathen of a most heathen nation, and yet
God accepted her; and God certainly sent his
message of grace and mercy to the Ninevites
who by the preaching of Jonah were led to re-
pentance. These cases were but hints of God's
larger purpose. Now Peter perceived that men
stood before God equal in their privileges,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

The great word of the Gospel is “whosoever,”
There is nothing exclusive in the fellowship of
Jesus. The exclusiveness is all in the minds of
his bigoted, selfish, self-righteous friends who
do not understand his teaching nor his spirit.
Peter's aversion to eating flesh by the Levitical
law unclean to a Jew was not more thoroughly
ingrained in his nature than is the aversion of
too many professed followers of Jesus to people
of another faith or another race. This, I be-
lieve, is wholly inconsistent with Bible teaching,
and opposed to the attitude of God toward
humanity, If we say, “I hate the Chinese,” or,
“I hate the Italians,” or any other foreigners,
or if we are intolerant toward their religious
belief, so that we despise rather than pity them
for their ignorance, we need to hear the voice
saying to us, “What God hath cleansed, that
call not thou common.” “God hath made of
one blood all nations of men to dwell on the
face of the earth.” “Fellow-heirs, and par-
takers of his promise in Christ by the Gospel.”
“The same Lord is rich uato all that call upon
him.”  “In every nation he that feareth him
and worketh righteousness is accepted of him.”
“The feet of the humblest may walk in the

field

Where the feet of the holiest have trod;
This, this is the marvel to moxrtals revealed,
When the silvery trumpets of Christmas have

pealed,

That mankind are the children of God.”

[April 20,

The human Jesus, born in a lowly manger,
is the Brother of all; and every man is my
brother, every woman my sister, in him., I
think our lesson is a fine missionary sermon,
For the people who say the heathen are not
worth the money and the sacrifice spent upon
them here is the Holy Spirit's rebuke to Peter,
Dare we say that any soul redeemed with the
precious blood of Jesus is not worth any effort
we can make to save it? And for those who
say if the heathen live up to the light they
have they do not need the Gospel here is the
case of Cornelius, He was a good man; he
lived up to his light; God accepted him; yet
Peter was sent to tell him and his kinsmen and
near friends the message of forgiveness of sin
through faith in Jesus and the gift of the Holy
Ghost.  What a joyful message it was to the
man whose prayers and alms had gone up as a
memorial before God so sincerely for many
years!

Prayers and alms are offered in sincerity by
blind devotees at many heathen shrines, Long
and painful pilgrimages are made to please
the gods and to atone for sin, These poor souls,
doing the best they know, are accepted of God
in every nation, but what a blessing to them it
is to hear of a Saviour who takes away sin,
and who gives rest from weary penances and
pilgrimages! A woman in Japan visited many
shrines in search of relief from her sense of
sin and the anger of her gods. She spent years
in digging with her poor hands a well to pur-
chase their favor. A missionary found her and
told her of the one sacrifice for sin, and sung
to her in her own tongue the words:

“In my hand no price I bring,
Simply to thy cross I cling.”

The poor, tired soul received the message, be
lieved it, and rejoiced, as Cornelius and his
friends rejoiced in the freedom of new life
through the Spirit. *“Whosoever believeth shall
receive.”  But how can they hear without a
preacher? And how can they preach except
they are sent? I hope none of my class will
be so foolishly ignorant of the mind and will of
God as to say, “I do not believe and am not
interested in foreign missions.”

The Teachers’ Meeting,

That was a great departure which Peter
made in consorting with Gentiles and in de
claring God's impartiality, It will be profitable
for the meeting to collate passages in the Oli
and New Testaments, showing that God did
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not limit his works of providence and grace
to the Jews....Recall the anointing of Jesus
as the Messiah, both the Old Testament proph-
ecies as to its occurrence, and the nature and
results thereof ; also the accounts in the New
Testament of the incidents ; for example, Matt.
3. 13-17; John 1. 82; 2 Pet. 1. 17; Isa, 11, 2;
61, 1-3.  Find other records than verse 44 of
the divine approval of the preached truth; also
testimonies of prophets and apostles to the
efficiency of God's word when clearly and ear-
nestly proclaimed,

Library References.

PETER'S VISION.—Consult the lives of Peter
mentioned in the lesson of last week, Stally-
lrass, The Apostle Paul and His Times, page
27, and most of the other lives of Paul,

CORNELIUS.—Scott, The Centurions of the
Gospel. Payne, Guides and Guards in Char-
acter Building, page 257. Taylor, Peter the
Apostle, page 283, Evans, Seripture Biography,
vol. iii, page 309, Methodist Quarterly Review,
1830, page 499. Neander, Planting and Train-
ing, page G9. Brooks, Candle of the Lord, page
Ul

ROMAN CENTURION,—Abbott, Jesus of Naz-
arcth, page 247, Lewin, Life and Epistles of
Nt Paul (Index), Duruy, History of Rome,
vol. i, page 157; vol. ii, page 514, Smith,
Classical Dictionary.

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,
Verse 34.—Floy, Occasional Sermons, page
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Verse 38.—Burder, Village Sermons, page
220, Edmondson, Short Nermons, page 518,
The Treasury, vol, vi, page 278, Blair, Hugl,
Nermons, page 508,

Verse 40.—Newman, J. H., Nermons, vol, i,
page 326,

Verse 44.—Banks, Fisherman and His
Friends, page 304.
Blackboard,

()PEN/, < OPEN,

¢ % R “Sz&

Thré Aimsare “We are all here
i 2o hear-

Y] s -

GOD ISNO RESPECTER OF PERSONS

Cornelius’s heart was open to receive the
truth, he was “a devout man, and one that
feared God” (verse 2), His hand was open
to aid the poor, he “gave much alms to the
people” (verse 2), [Ilis prayer was sincere
as well as constant, and when the vision ap-
peared and directed him he was ready and eager
to obey. Iis entrance to the kingdom was hy

186, The Homilist, vol. iii, page 406, Bush-  the way of the cross, the Gospel Peter taught,
nell, Living Subjects, page 352. and this gateway is open to all.
-

LESSON IV. Gentiles Received into the Church,

[April 27.

GOLDEN TEXT. Whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins, Acts 10, 43,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Study also verses 1-3, 16-18.)
Acts 11, 4-15.

i But Pe’ter rehearsed the matter from the
beginning, and expounded it by order unto
them, saying,

5 1 was in the city of Jop'pa praying: and
in a trance I saw a vision, A certain vessel
descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down
from heaven by four corners ; and it came even
to me:

G Upon the which when T had fastened mine
eyes, considered, and saw fourfooted beasts
of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping
things, and fowls of the air,

T And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise,
Pe'ter; slay and eat,

[Commit to memory verses 7-9.)

REVISED VERSION,

But Peter began, and expounded the mat-
ter unto them in order, saying, I was in the
city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I
Saw a vision, a certain vessel descending, as
it were a great sheet let down from heaven
by four corners; and it came even unto me;
b upon the which when 1 had fastened mine
eyes, I considered, and saw the fourfooted
beasts of the earth and wild beasts and
creeping things and fowls of the heaven.
And 1 heard also a voice saying unto me,
Rise, Peter; kill and eat, But I said, Not
so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean
9 hath ever entered into my mouth. But

= B
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8 But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing com-
mon or unclean hath at any time entered into
my mouth,

9 But_the vaice answered me again from
heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call not
thou common.

10 And this was done three times: and all
were drawn up again into heaven,

And, behold, immediately there were three
men already come unto the house where I was,
sent from Cies-a-re’a unto me.

12 And the spirit bade me go with them,
nothing doubting. Moreover these six brethren
accompanied me, and we entered into the man's
house :

13 And he showed us how he had seen an
angel in his house, which stood and said unto
him, Send men to Jop'pa, and call for Si'mon,
whose surname is Pe’ter;

4 Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou
and all thy house shall be saved,

15 And as I began to speak, the Ho'ly Ghost
fell on them, as on us at the beginning.

[April 27,

a voice answered the second time out of
heaven, What God hath cleansed, make not
thou common. And this was done thric
and all were drawn up again into heaven,
And behold, forthwith three men stood be-
fore the house‘in which we were, having
12 been sent from Cwsarea unto me. And the
Spirit bade me go with them, making no
distinetion.  And these six brethren also ac-
companied me: and we entered into the
man's house : and he told us how he had seen
the angel standing in his house, and saying,
Nend to Joppa, and fetch Simon, whose sur-
14 name is Peter; who shall speak unto thee
words, whereby thou shalt be saved, thou
and all thy house. And as I began to speak,
the Holy Ghost fell on them, even as on us
at the beginning,

1

ey

o1

Time.—Immediately after the last lesson.
Place.—Jerusalem,

Home Readings.
M. Gentiles Received into the Church. Acts 11.
18,

7. Brought nigh. Eph, 2. 11-22,
W. Righteousness of faith. Rom. 9.
Th. Justified through faith. Rom, 3. 2
F. God’s merey to Gentiles, Rom,
8. One fold. John 10, 7-16,

8. From all nations. Re

Lesson Hymns
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 91.
Whoever receiveth the Crucified One,
Whoever believeth on God’s only Son,
A free and a perfect salvation shall have :
For he is abundantly able to save.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 89,
The door of God’s mercy is open
To all who are weary of sin,
And Jesus is patiently waiting,
Still waiting, to welcome you in.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 269.
Come to the Saviour, make no delay ;
Here in his word he’s shown us the way :
Here in our midst he’s atnnding to-day,
Tenderly saying, * Come !”

Questions for Senior Schol

1. Peter's Defense of His Apostleship,

Who were called the Gentiles?

Of what work had the apostles in Judea
heard?

With what breach of the law did tLay charge
Peter?

What was Peter’s method of defense?

What authority had DPeter to go to the Gen-
tiles

What is the interpretation of Peter's vision?

What immediately followed the vision of Pe-
ter?

Who accompanied Peter to Ciwesarea?
2. The Church of the Jew and Gentile,

How was Cornelius directed?

Who did Peter say would be saved with Cor
neling?

What evidence had Peter of the divine pres-
ence?

What promise did Peter remember?

What new meaning had it now for Peter?

What conclusion did DPeter reach in refer-
ence to the Gentiles' faith?

How did the Church at Jerusalem receive
Peter's defense?

Under wl direction is the Church com-
manded always to act?

Ouyesti for Int 4 Qb

b4
1. God's Picture Lesson to Peter (verses 4-10).

What was Peter doing when God showed him
the heasts? .

Where was he?

Was there a voice with the picture?

What did Peter reply?

What then did the voice say?

How many times did Peter see the vision?

What wrong feelings in Peter needed to he
changed ?

2. God's Call to All the World (verses 11, 12).
What two calls did Peter receive?
How many men had come for him?
Where did they come from?
Who told Peter to go?
What did Peter call Cornelius?

ter

\
Pet

\
the

y
the
beas

II. A
In

Thl
of Pete
Wwas no
Peter w



the
een
ng,
ur-
hee
100

ak,

n’?
Pe-

or

es-

).
im

he

April 27.]

3. God's Word also to Gentiles (verses 13, 14).
How did God prepare Cornelius for it?%
What promise did the angel give him ¢
How far had Peter come?

Was Cornelius really saved?

What great blessing was given him¥

How did the Jews at Jerusalem receive Pe-
ter's story? (See verse 18,)

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What did the Judean disciples hear about
Peter? That he had been amony the Gentiles,

Why did this trouble them? They thought
the Gospel was for the Jews only.

What did Peter do when he saw them? T'old
them about his vision of the clean and unclean
beasts,

Where did he see it? At Joppa, when he was
praying. '

What was the vision? A sheet let down from
heaven full of all beasts and fowls,

What was he told to do% 7o “slay and cat.”

Why did he refuse? Because he had not
caten anything common or unclean,

What did this vision mean That he must
not call the Gentiles common or unclean,

What else did he tell them? Of his mission
to the house of Cornelius,
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What did the disciples think? That God
had indeed sent his Gospel to the Gentiles.

What does this story teach us? 7o think of
all people with love and respeet,

The Lesson Catechism,
(For the entire school.)
1. What did Peter see while praying? A
vision of mived food,
2. Why did he object to eat it? He regarded
it as unclean.
3. What did God say?  “What God hath
cleansed, that call not thou common,”
4. What did this teach? That the old dis-
tinction between Jew and Gentile awas broken
down,

5. What is our GoLpey TEXT? “Whosocver
believeth,” ete,

The Church Catechism,

57. What is prayer? Prayer is the offering
up of our desires unto God for things agreeable
to His will in the name of Christ, with confession
of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment of His
mercies, and in faith that if we 80 ask we shall
receive,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Peter’s Defense of His Action.

L. He TELLS THE CHRISTIANS AT JERUSALEM
THE COMPLETE STORY OF mIS VisiT TO
CORNELIUS,

But Peter rehearsed the matter from the be-
ginning, v, 4,

Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Thou art
permitted to speak for thyself. Then
Paul stretched forth his hand, and an-
swered for himself. Acts 26, 1,

IL. AccouNT OF THE ViSION AT Jorpa,

In a trance I saw a vision, v, 510,

And the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him, and said unto him, The Lord is
with thee, thou mighty man of valor.
Judg. 6. 12,

Now it came to pass....as I was among
the captives by the river of Chebar, that
the heavens were opened, and I saw vi-
sions of God, Ezek. 1. 1.

I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and
heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet.  Rev, 1, 10,

ITL. Peter AccoMpaNies MESSENGERS,

And the spirit bade me 00 with them, noth-
ing doubting, v, 12,

Whereupon, O King Agrippa, T was not
disobedient unto the heavenly vision.
Acts 26, 19,

IV. PETER  CONVINCED OF Gon's

TOWARD THE GENTILES,

And he showed us how he had seen an angel
in his house, which stood and said unto
him, Send men to Joppa, and call for

imon. v. 13,

Now therefore ye are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with
the saints, and of the household of God.
Eph. 2, 19,

Purrose

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

The Christian churck at Jerusalem were much offended when they were informed respecting the doings
of Peter, This was especially true of the Judaizing party in the church, who adhered to circumeision, It
Was not so much the baptism of Cornelius and others that offended them, as the fellowship entered into by
Peter with the Gentiles, especially the Jellowship at table (Gal. 2. 12), Peter carefully rehearsed the whole
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transaction to his brethren, telling how he had seen the vision while at prayer; how the voice told him to

call nothing common which God had cleansed ; how

at that instant three men were at the gate of his house
bearing a message from Cornelius ; that the Spirit had bidden him unhe; ingly to

pany them ;

that Cornelius had recited to him his vision ; that while he preached the Holy Spirit had attested to the truth
he had spoken. This explanation of what he had seen, heard, and done, satisfied the brethren, and  They
held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto

life »* (verse 18),

Verse 4. But Peter rehearsed the matter,
The stone of stumbling with Peter's objectors
was his fellowship at table with his Gentile
converts; for they had not come to Peter to be
baptized as a Gentile might present himself to
become a proselyte, but Peter had gone in to
them,

5. I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in
@ trance I saw a vision. “The vision of Peter
seems to have differed from that of Cornelius
in this, that whereas Peter was entirely insen-
sible to external things, and saw only that
which passed before his spirit, Cornelius in a
waking state, and attentive to what was around
him, saw what actually occurred” ( Meyer,
Com,, note). A certain vessel descend. Like a
colossal four-cornered linen cloth, letting itself
down, while the corners attached to heaven
support the whole,

6. I saw fourfooted beasts of the earth, and
wild beasts. The phenomenon in its supernat-
ural visionary character exhibits as present in
the sheet all fourfooted beasts, reptiles, and
birds—all kinds without exception,

7. Arise, Peter; slay and cat. Arise may re-
fer to Peter as lying down, or the mere call to
action ; slay in order to satisfy the hunger (see
Acts 10, 10) he experienced,

8. Not so, Lord. DPeter correctly understood
the summons to slay and eat as allowing him
to select at his pleasure from among all the
animals, thus permitting the eating of the un-
clean. (See Lev, 11; Deut. 14. 1, 8q.)

9. What God hath cleansed, that call not
thou common. The wiraculous appearance with
the divine voice had removed the Levitical un-
cleanness of the animals; they were now divine-
Iy cleansed. God's command to partake should

not be questioned, nor the greater announce-
ment that the previous distinction between clean
and unclean men, that hedge between Jews and
Gentiles, was to cease in Christianity.

10. And this was done three times. Doubt-
less by way of emphasizing the importance of
the lesson; also to make it more real to Peter
than one sight would have done,

11, Immediately there were three men al-
ready come, TPeter was in doubt as to the ex-
act meaning of the vision (Acts 10, 17), but
its true import was probably immediately sug-
gested by the coming of the messengers,

12. These six brethren accompanied me, In
Acts 10, 23 it is stated that “Peter went away
with them [the three messengers], and certain
brethren from Joppa accompanied  them.”
These brethren had accompanied Peter to Je-
rusalem, and were now present in this impor-
tant matter as his witnesses,

13. An angel in hix house. The communica-
tion on the part of the angel is understood as
a divine ansicer to the constant prayer of Clor-
nelius,

14. Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou
and all thy house shall be saved, The vision
may impress some (ruth upon the mind, but
truth is the means whereby men are saved.

15. The Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us
at the beginning, namely, the Pentecost.

16-18. Ieter said that he recalled the prom
ise that believers should be baptized with the
Lioly Spirit, and this having been fulfilled he
could not withstand God. The Church ac-
cepted his explanation, and rejoiced in that “to
the Gentiles” had been “granted repentance
unto life.”

HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Peter’s departure from the old strictness in
dealing with the non-Jewish world created a
sensation. The conservatives were aroused.
They were grieved and offended by what seemed
Peter's apostasy. They did not know all the
‘onditions, but the innovation was notorious.
The strict circumcisionists brought the apostle
to account and made charges against him.

Verse 4. Peter made no sharp retort. Ile
simply made a clear statement of the facts. [Ilis
defense was a model both as to matter and
manner. He felt that the facts were better
than arguments. He made no counter-charges.
Knowing their sincerity, remembering his own
former sympathy with those who held that no
one could be accepted as a disciple until he had
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been circumeised, he was patient aund gentle,

His richer experience had sweetened him, and
made him more considerate than formerly,

5. In a trance, 1In the vision God by his
Npirit caused the impression he described to be
made for his instruction on matters of serious
import, e had gone up on the top of the flat-
roofed house to pray, at about three in the
afternoon, when Le was very hungry,  While
waiting for the preparation of food he saw
the vision.

5=11. A certain vessel descend.  The vessel
is not more particularly described since it is a
matter of no importance. It came to him mau-
ifestly and suddenly—a thing so remarkable
that he gave it particular attention, TIle looked
intently, noticed particularly, and considered
carefully, He saw all manner of beasts ming-
ling together. Ile had no sooner noticed the
character of the collection than he heard a
voice, which he seemed to recognize as the
Lord's, inviting him to slay and eat. e an-
swered as all his brethren would have done,
and with emphasis, that he could not do so; for
nothing unclean had ever entered his mouth.
Such a statement would go far toward satis-
fving the minds of those who had accused him
that he had not acted hastily,  Three times
w the mysterious command repeated, and
three times did Peter refuse to obey.  The les-
son-was suggested by the further utterance
from heaven, What God hath cleanse d, call not
thow common. At that moment he knew that
three men were below. The house being low,
he may have heard them knock, or he may have
seen them,

12. The spirit bade me a0 with them. See
Acts 10, 19, 20; “The Spirit said unto hLim,
Behold, three men seek thee. . . . Go with them
doubting nothing: for I have sent them,” It
was natural for Peter to doubt. So deeply was
he rooted in the prejudices of the Jews that
he could not readily accept the vision. These
sie men accompanied me., Perhaps for their
own vindication, being involved in Peter's of-
fense; perhaps as witnesses in case any should
doubt Peter’s statement.

z

13, 14, A corresponding vision was sent to
Cornelius, If either vision had been the only
one it would have been possible to think it a
delusion, Occurring to both Cornelius and

Peter, it is impossible to doubt the heavenly
origin of both. And all thy house shall be
saved, Cornelius was a strong man, and nat-
urally led his household. Tt is possible to rule
at home with such loving tact that all shall fol-
low their strong vet gentle leader.

'ND.LY SCHOOL LBANNE, (4 BB

15. And as 1 began to speak, the Holy
Ghost fell, There was Ho premonition ; they
were not praying for this; it was not expected,
But it came, Mysterious are the ways of the
Spirit. At Pentecost he Spirit came after
days spent in prayer.  Afterward (he blessing
came to the Jewish converts by the laying on
of the hands of the apostles,  Now it falls on
the Gentiles without any ceremony. A8 on us.
The same Spirit from heaven giving the same
power. Thus did God make it clear to all that
he is no respecter of persons, and the Gentile
world is called to members 1ip in the Church
of God on terms of equality with the chosen
people,

PETER spj

IAKS IN 118 owN DEFENSE,

Factional ¢
of bitterness,

are often made in the spirit
er's relation to the conver-
sion of Cornelius had been noised abroad, and
its significance was quite well understood, The
broadening of the Church had given joy to
many. But those who still maintained that c¢jp-
cumeision was a necessary step for all Gentiles
made the charge against Peter of eating with
the uncircumcised. This was g violation of
Jewish usage and exposed those who did it to
the peril of eating food that was ceremonially
unclean.

The disagrecable cffcets of a criticising, fault-
finding spirvit, How often do those who ought
to help promote the interests of Christ's king-
dom hinder the work and embarrass the work-
ers by eriticisms petulantly made! Perhaps
they have their place, and in some mysterions
way they may be useful,

How criticism may be disarmed.  Bitterness
must be met with sweetness, Patience must
counteract impatience. Controversy must he
shunned. As charges of this kind usually arise
from a partial view of the case, a simple state-
wment of all the facts lovingly made will remove
the ground of complaint where the accuser is
sincere. When he is not such a statement, made
in a calm, judicial manner, will disarm him of
bower to create a faction. This was the meth-
od wisely adopted by Peter, who had grown
in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus.

PETER'S TRANCE, OR VISION,

It came while at prayer.  Doubtless hig
prayer had reference to the problem which had
already perplexed him and which was ripe for
solution. The vision may have been an unes-
pected answer to his prayer. Or he may simpig
have been drawing near to God in prayer.

God often sends what his children do not gsk,
He gives what is needed, but what they do not
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know is required for their condition and situa-
tion, It is well that God's giving is wiser than
our asking.

INSTRUCTED BY A VISION,

Peter was a positive person. He had his
share of self-reliance, e naturally stepped to
the front on all occasions. * He was not trou-
bled by a sense of ignorance. Had he not cor-
rected his Lord? But he discovers that even
he has something to learn. Possibly none but
the Lord could have convinced Peter of error.

Visions were not dreams in the ordinary
sense. In this case God directly communicates
with his servant by means of a representation
such as might have come in a dream without
significance,

The Lord guides his people in different ways,
He watches his people in love, and acts or
speaks at the right moment. God does not send
visions to dreamers, but to those who are ear-
nestly looking for guidance and working hard
for his cause. Those whom God has placed
in positions of great responsibility may expect
God's guidance, Self-reliance is requisite to
the leader in Christian work, but God-reliance
is better,

GOD'S METHOD IN CALLING WORKERS.

He impresses his servant with a feelipg that
he ought to be at work for men. He impresses
the Church to use the worker as exhorter,
preacher, or Sunday school teacher. Or he
may call him to some other labor by which the
cause of Christ may be helped.

Peter at once forsook his lifelong prejudices
because he knew it was God's will. Why should
we not go with confidence to every God-appoint-
ed task? TLet us be assured that we are doing
what God wants done, and dismiss our fears as
to results. Be right, and be able to prove the
fact. Have a clear conscience and keep your
record good. No man, however bitter, would
call Peter's word in question in the face of his
six witnesses.

THE HOLY GHOST.

At Pentecost the Holy Ghost came after
many days of persistent and united prayer.
Afterward he came to those on whom the apos-
tles laid their hands—after the convert had
believed. Now he comes to a Gentile without
special prayer or expectation, and without the
laying on of hands. He will not be limited.
But there is a principle underlying all the in-
stances. In every case the subjects were obey-
ing God in a way to manifest trust in him.
Obey God perfectly, trust him without question,
and the Spirit will come to you.

[April 27,

Thoughts for Young People.

1. The privilege of visions should be care-
fully considered, for they may be had by all
who will pay a sufficient price. God may not,
indeed, grant you such visions as are called
miraculous; but he is ever the Spirit of truth,
and ready to guide true seekers in the way of
truth. Visions come to thinkers. All things
exist first in the mind, and are afterward
wrought out in deed or thing. Before the poem
was written it sang itself in the poet’s mind.
Before the bridge connected the opposite shores
of the river it swung in the mind of its archi-
tect. Think, think long and earnestly, Think
with God's truth in your mind, and helpful
visions will appear to you. Not castles of the
air that float away into indistinctness, but
clearly defined ideals that will be incarnated in
your words and deeds,

2. Reward of obedience. Peter, through obe-
dience, enjoyed the honorable distinction of
preaching the word in the international field of
human need, as manifested by both Jew and
Gentile, He saw men, Gentiles, convinced, re-
pentant, and believing, receive the Holy Ghost.
Jesus said, “If ye know these things, happy are
ve if ye do them.” We are not to allow preju-
dice, indolence, fear, or, indeed, any earthborn
motive or impulse, to deter us from obeying the
will of God. Moses would have spoiled the
tabernacle if he had introduced into it any
feature of his own devising. The command
given to him was, “And look that thou make
them after their pattern, which was showed
thee in the mount” (Exod. 2! 40). As you
descend from the mount of vision, keep your
resolution strong to realize all its holy ideals,
high conceptions, in active life, remembering
the promise, “My grace is sufficient for thee.”

Teaching Hints for Int diate Classes.
CONNECTION,

Question the class in order to learn what they
remember concerning Cornelius and his vision,
and show that his conversion was followed by
the gift of the Holy Spirit to many Gentiles
who helieved and were baptized (Acts 10. 44-
48). After these events, when Peter went up
to Jerusalem, some of the believers rebuked
him for eating with the Gentiles, who had ac-
cepted Christ without first becoming  Jews.
Our lesson contains an account of Peter's de-
fense.

CIRCUMSTANCES,

Time, Directly after the last lesson,
Place. Jerusalem.
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Persons.  The teacher should be prepared to
explain, in language which the pupils can un-
derstand, the meaning of the terms “circumei-
sion” and “uncircumcised,’”

Trance and vision, The wise teacher will
be prepared to answer questions that may be
asked concerning these two words, but will not
spend on them much of the valuable time of the
lesson hour.

CONTENTS.

In our lesson text we have the description
(perbaps partial) of three pictures which Peter
so realistically presented to his opposers that
he turned their contention into praise to God.
The teacher who really sces these pictures may
be able to so impress them on the minds of the
pupils that they too shall glorify God.

L. Peter's vision, Where was Peter when he
saw the vision? What did he see? When did
it come? What did it contain?  What did
Peter hear? What was he told to do? What
did he reply? What was the answer? How
many times were the words and acts of the vi-
sion repeated? Why?

2. Cornelius’s messengers. Who had come to
the door of Simon's house? Whence had they
come? Who had sent them? (Review last
Sunday’s study on the character of Cornelius.)
Who told Peter to 80 with the messengers?
Who went with Peter? To whom was Peter
brought?  What did he say to Peter? (verses
13, 14.)

3. The Spirit given. Explain to the class
the meaning of verses 15-18, Show also that
as soon as Peter's critics realized that God had
bestowed the gift of the Holy Spirit on those
Gentiles to whom Deter reached they ceased
their opposition to him.

CLINCHERS,

Prepare for each member of the class a slip
of paper on one side of which is written the
Golden Text, and on the other side of which
there is printed, in letters as large as the slip
will admit of, the word “Remission.” Havye
several repeat the Golden Text, and then ques-
tion to ascertain the pupils’ ideas concerning
remission of sins. After a teacher has spent a
reasonable amount of time on this exercise he
should clearly explain and illustrate with facts
within the scope of the pupils’ experience why
and how all may receive remission of sins,

CONCLUSION,
Have all print :
I WILL ASK FOR
REMISSION OF SINS
FROM JESUS CHRIST,
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Urge the pupils to pray over this statement and
to make it the sincere declaration of their
hearts. Ask them to mark in their Bible 1
John 1. 8, 9. Have them print on the fourth
foundation stone the word RE.\“SSI().\', and
the above conclusion on the reverse side,

FOR NEXT SUNDAY.,

Teachers frequently complain that their pu-
pils are not acquainted with the facts of bibli-
cal history. Frequent reviews of what has been
studied will do much to overcome this deficiency,
Give each member of the class a slip of paper
on which is printed :

PIRIT GIVE

TEPHEN STONED,

CATTE DISCIPLES,

AUL CON £,

EPARATIO REMOVED,

AUL AT WORK.
Ask each one to memorize this outline so as to
be able to repeat it next Sunday, and to find
where each event of the outline is recorded in
Seripture,

By Way of Ilustration.

Verses }-10. God, who made the former law
for a wise burpose, now declared that its work
was done, as the rules for g boy may not apply
to a man, and as the staging ne ssary in build-
ing a house must be taken away when the house
is done,

We who stre Gentiles should be most grateful
to God for the experiences of that day. If God
had not thrown down that “middle wall” we
should have all had to become Jews before we
could unite with the Church of Christ, But mark,
I think that to this day men are prone to build
walls in places where God has not built them.
Is there any wall between black and white in
our land? Did God build that wall? Is there
any wall between Chinaman and Caucasian?
Did God build that wall? Are there not walls
between denominations of so-calied Christians?
These are all human walls, built by men, and
not by God. In Christ Jesus there are no walls
left, but all who believe are within one inclosure,
and he is the keeper of them all.—1, p, Nehauf-
fler,

Note the prompt obedience of Cornelius. Our
slow growths in spiritual life are due to the
divorce between our knowing and doing. The
theory of love and trust and righteousness is
like uneaten food : it must be assimilated in ex-
perience to become power in the bone and
blood of life. In our day, as in the age of
Cornelius, God's angels of revelation are like
the index catalogues of our great libraries ; they
tell us where to find the truth we seek, and only
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as we arve willing to take the trouble to send to
Joppa for Peter do we get the truth which
builds us up. In the days of Galilee the lepers
were cleansed as they journeyed to the temple
altars—W, H. Davis,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

This lesson repeats the truth we learned from
Peter’s visit to Cornelius—a great and vital
truth which I, your teacher, and you, my schol-
ar, must lay well to heart. It is this: that
spiritual life is found only in spiritual birth
through the Holy Spirit. The alms and prayers
of Cornelius, sincere though they were, could
not bring him into the conscious relationship of
a child to his father. “Not by works of right-
cousness which we have done, but according to
his mercy, he saved us, by the washing of regen-
eration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; which
he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ
our Saviour; that being justified by his grace,
we should be made heirs according to the hope
of eternal life,” “And the Lord thy God will
circumeise thine heart, to love the Lord thy
God with all thine heart, that thou mayest
live” “But as many as received him, to them
gave he the right to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name: which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."
“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must
be born again.” We may have our theories,
but nothing will stand except God’s own word.
He knows what it means to he spiritually dead,
and he says, “Ie that hath the Son hath life,
and he that hath not the Son hath not life.”
It was the baptism of the Holy Spirit alone
which gave those who received the message of
Peter “repentance unto life.” This is the law
of evolution—out of our lower, sinful nature
through spiritnal birth made partakers of the
divine nature. Once born, we grow to spiritual
perfection. But if never born there can be
no growth.

You do not understand it? Neither do I, We
are not expected to understand, but just to be-
lieve. All who believe receive the “gift” of
eternal life, The difference between one who
depends upon good works for this great gift
and one whose good works are the fruit of the
eternal life within is the difference between a
flower stalk put in the earth and a flower root
planted in it. The one looks well for a time,
but it withers; the other grows in beauty and
perennial bloom. I want you to live, trium-
phantly, abundantly, eternally. The springs of
life within the soul ave richer, sweeter, fuller

[April 27,

than werds can tell. The soul soars Godward,
like a hird on free wing, because it lives.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Take up the subject of Bible visions both in
the Old and New Testaments; for example,
those granted to Abraham (Gen. chaps, 12,
17, 22), to Jacob (Gen, 28. 11- 24-30) ;
to Moses (Exod. 3. 2, sq.; 19, 3, sq.), to Josh-
ua (Josh. 1. 1, sq.), to Samuel (1 Sam. 3. 4),
to the several prophets. In the New Testament
we read of several: to Joseph (Matt, 2. 19, 20),
Paul, and John....It may be well to take up
the plan suggested in the Illustrative Lesson
Notes, p. 140: 1, The Criticisms of Peter Made
in Jerusalem on His Return; 2. His Three
Arguments; 3. The Friendly Conclusion,

Library References.

THe CoUNCIL AT JERUSALEM.—Iverach, St.
Paul, chapter v. Lewin, Life and Epistles of
St. Paul, vol. i, pages 156, 139, 303, Goodwin,
Harmony of St. Paul, page 51. Ramsay, Paul
the Traveler, pages 152-177. Fouard, St. Peter,
page 392, ( ie, New Testament Hours, vol.
ii, pages 328335, __ _

Blackboard,

The eventful visit to Caesarea has wrought a
marvelous change in the views of Peter, and
the narrative of his experience produces a sim-
ilar effect upon the brethren at Jerusalem.
With the knowledge that Gentiles had been ad-
mitted to the Church and their acceptance con-
firmed by a baptism such as they had them-
selves received, they recognized the wider pur-
pose of God, and rejoiced in the evidences of his
grace. The “first fruits” foretold of the “full-
ness of the Gentiles,”

Coloring.—Archway, brown and white: let-
tering, red; dove, white; clouds, gray ; words,
violet and pink.
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Primary Teache

s’ Department.

Tie Teacher with the Class,
“HE prayeth best who loveth best
All things both great and small ;
For the dear Lord who loveth us,
He made and loveth al).”

There are many incidental lessors whi ‘h the
truly loving teacher feels must be carried along
all the time with the little ones, and the familiar
stanza given above comprises in itself one of
these lessons, *] leacher,” loved and looked up to,
can do much to train the little ones to under-
stand that they must Le considerate of all things
if they would please the God of love,

WHAT are you doing, primary teacher, to
train your little ones to love the house of God?
Do you show hy the way you speak of it that
you love it? Do you ask frequently how many
of your class were in church on a given Sab-
bath? You may be used to help plant in some
young hearts the seed of a deathless love for the
house of praise. But You must work to this end.

Tue Cradle Roll has come to stay. When we
come to childlike simplicity we touch the uni-
versal heart, The primary teacher who is
neglecting the Cradle Roll members is making a
great mistake! Seek out the babies. Often it
is the direct and indeed the only way to the
heart of the parents, Cradle Roll evangelism is
at hand, and no teacher can afford to be reckoned
out.,

Tue lessons are hard to teach to the little
ones? DPerhaps so, but niuch depends upon the
way in which you approach the preparation,
Learn to think of God as the God of simple
hearts, and trust him to show you the way to
introduce the truth to his lambs. ITe will do it
—never fear! There is danger of giving the
time to “helps” which should be given to direct
seeking light from above,

How Children Are Interested in Missions in One
Priraary Class,

Tue first lesson was upon China. A little
Chinese doll held in the speaker’s hands told
them hLer story. It was that of a little baby,
bundled in straw, that Mrs. P. bought for twen-
ty cents from the grandmother who was taking
lier to be drowned like a kitten, Then a tiny
Chinese shoe told the tale of a little girl in a

home of wealth, A prayer for China and her
missions followed,

The next month the Deaf-Mute Mission was
illustrated with the finger alphabet, and the chil-
dren were taught to spell the name of God on
their fingers. On this Sunday they began seud-
ing their offerings on Missionary Sunday to the
object studied about,

An Alaskan doll in white fur, with odd little
ears to its furry cap, told of the Alaskan mis-
sions.  Dr, D.s cookies that bribed his first
pupils to come to school amused the children,
Indian relics were plenty, and pictures, too, of
the red brothers so near at hand. In some of
the lessons the older pupils were asked to come
prepared to tell some incident of the missionary
subject for the day, and they responded very
well,

These talks occupy but ten minutes on the
first Sunday of each month, and a missionary
hymn is sung on this Sunday.

Preview,

GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER : “A light to
lighten the Gentiles and the glory of thy people
Israel” Luke 2, 82,

The outline which g teacher should use as
a setting for all the lessons of the quarter will
depend entirely upon the locality in which she
lives. If she is teaching near the sea, where the
children are familiar with lighthouses, a light-
house could he used, explaining that because it
shows the right way, and warns against rocks
that would wreck the ship, it makes us think of
what Jesus did for the world. He came to show
vs the right way, and to warn us against wrong
things that would wreck our lives, An old priest,
who was a good servant of God, knew this when
Jesus was brought a little baby to the temple ;
and as the priest took Jesus in his arms he said,
“This is God's Son, and he will show all the peo-
ple of the world how to live, and will be the glory
of his own people Israel.” These are the words
that he said : [teach Golden Text.] In country
places the value of a lantern when going from
place to place at night is well known to the chil-
dren, and that might be made the center of
a preview chart, after questioning the children
on the reasons for its use and showing how
Jesus does for our spirits what the lantern does
for our bodies, If we follow the light and keep
away from the dangers that it shows to us we
are safe,
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Where neither of these lights are familiar (as
they would not be to a great many children in
cities) use a circle representing the sun, with
rays going from it and the lessons put in around
it, each one showing how the light that Jesus
brought to the world was given to more and
more people, It would be well to sing frequently
(but not by any means every Sunday) during
the quarter the first verse of *The Light of the
World is Jesus.” The first lesson shows how
the Light came to Saul; the second, how many
learned what Jesus could do for their spirits by
seeing what he did for the bodies of .¥neas and
Dorcas; then follows Cornelius, and in the next
lesson the friends of Jesus receive more light
about his will; the good news is heard in Anti-
och; Herod is shown the power of Jesus, but
turns away from the light ; Lessons VII-XI all
show how this light was carried to many people,
and Lesson X1I is a call to all to walk in the
light,

Beginners’ Course.

Tuis course of lessons, for children under
six years of age, is the result of the petition
presented to the International Lesson Commit-
tee by the Sunday School Editorial Association
last spring, and formulated by subcommittees
representing both bodies. Says the Interna-
tional Evangel, “It is the first course arranged
upon the scientific basis advocated by the pro-
fessional educators of little children, and is
believed to be both thorough and practical,”

The course is only for one year, and the same
course is to be repeated from year to year.

Rev. A. F. Schauffler, chairman of the sub-
committee on the Beginners' Course, says

The mind of the subcommittee in preparing
this course has been that the teacher should aim
not only at the impartation of the lesson facts,
but even more earnestly at the nurture of the
religious life of the little child. Therefore, of
course, suitable hymns, pictures, and devotional
exercises must be made use of, to further this
primary end.

It has also been borne in mind that, since
these young children are for the most part non-
readers, the lesson text is for the use of teachers
and not scholars,

Golden texts have been chosen for each lesson,
in response to the counsel of many teachers of
little ones.

Nature studies have been introduced as they
were thought needed, in compliance with the
requests of many teachers,

This course is the result of much conscientious
work, and had heen finally completed only after

"HOOL BANNER,

consultation with over fifty-one teachers of these
“Beginners,”

A complete list of these lessons is given on
page 28G; the themes for the months are:

1. Home Life—leading up to God the Father,
the Creator of all things.

2. God's Loving Care,

3. Praising God,

. Giving.

5. Babyhood and Boyhood of Jesus.
Jesus our Helper,

Easter Lessons,

. Helpful Deeds of Jesus

9. Obedience,

10. Friendship.

11. Helpfulness,

12, Reverence and Prayer,

It will be noted that in November the lessons
lead up to Thanksgiving, while in December and
the spring th lead up to Christmas and
Easter respectively,

It will take a little time for primary classes to
adapt themselves to this new arrangement, but
that it will prove to be of profit to the little
ones as well as to the schools and the Church
there can be no doubt, The primary teacher
who has mourned her inability to “break the
bread fine,” in too many cases, will hail with
Jjoy the prospect of help along this very line.

-

x

Can We Help Unlovely Children?

WE all know “unlovely” children—unlovely
in disposition and character, They are the
“possessed of evil” many times, and a source of
heartache and perplexity to those who are re-
sponsible for their training.

I have known such children, One especially
comes to my mind, Twenty years ago a more
unlov perverse, unsmiling child it would
be hard to find, Strange as it may seem, these
traits appeared strongest when she was with
her mother. For her to he punished, as was
absolutely necessary at times, was enough to
give the whole family hysteria. To most people,
seeing only the seeable side of the child without
caring to look for what might else have been
found, she was almost utterly without a “sweet
side” in her whole make-up. But what an in-
justice, and an injustice to helplessness !

There was a friend whom this child loved
with all the intensity of a silent, deep, misun-
derstood little heart. To this friend alone she
revealed the possibilities of her nature. To be
with her softened and sweetened all the “hate-
fulness” that were so glaring to most eyes,

She had a little sister very mnear her own
age, with whom she often quarreled, it is true,

an

in

ac

onl)
slee
nat
unle
resp
hope
kind
that

A
those
are |
to tl
often
love
life |
keep
often
seem
realiz
cott, i




on

er,

ns
d
d

e
f

SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER, 289

but toward whom there was never visible a
trace of jealousy or ill-will because of the love
and admiration called forth by her exquisitely
beautiful nature, 1 remember one day the two
little girls were standing together when a caller
was taking her leave, Like many other thought-
less people, the lady stooped down and fondly
kissed the little sister, saying, “You are the
sweetest child I ever saw.” And then she went
away, leaving one smiling little face and one on
which there was a pathetic little shadow,

As the door closed the elder sister, with rare
self-renunciation, put her arms around her little
sister, saying, “She is sweet,”

“Little sister” is with God, but there still
lives on the earth the unlovely elder sistor—
no longer unlovely.  She has ripened into a
deep-hearted, quiet, beautiful woman, loving
and beloved,

Another child comes to my mind, so unlovely
in nature that the Most generous almost (e-
spair of finding a place to begin to love him,
In many, many, almost indescribable ways he
is forbidding. People generally set him down
as “disagreeable,” “bad,” a “general nuisance,”
according to their own temperament,

But who dares to desert such a child? “Who
helps a child helps humanity,” Who helps such
a child does even more—he saves, Recognizing
his own unloveliness, this boy receives with an
astonishment that has many a touch of pathos
in it any of the small kindnesses so lavishly be-
stowed on attractive childhood.  The gweet-
nesses that seem to belong so naturally to other
children are denied him, except on rare occasions,
when some one pityingly or with a deeper and
kindlier discernment bestows them. [t can
only be through long, Iuvinx-honrted. and un-
sleeping, unwearying patience that the best his
nature is capable of will be revealed, and the
unlovely child become at last the useful and
respected man, with some keen sense, lot us
liope, of the deep need of pity, patience, and
kindness to aif childhood, but most of all to
that which seems unlovely,

Again, let us plead for unlovely children, for
those who, recognizing their own unloveliness,
are powerless to overcome what must bhe hateful
o themselves, and whose tender hearts must
often hunger for Some stray morsels of the
love lavished on sweeter natures, until to them
life becomes something of a tragedy. Let us
keep a watch abroad for these little ones, so
often misinterpreted, and if for a while they
seem unlovely, let us never let a little child
realize that it is unloved.— Belle Sparr Luck-
“tt, in Sunday School Times,

Five-Minute Additional Lessons,

[Itis Suggested that thege lessons be iven following
the opening exercises, and be get apart ﬁ'om the lesson
teaching by song or ofher exerciges, |

Lesson 1,

“The Lord is my shepherd.”

Let us try ana look back through three thou-
sand years to the little village of Bethlehem in
Judea, There, in the fields below, are flocks of
sheep with their lambs, and cloge by is their
shepherd. The sun js high in the blue sky, and
the shepherd David 8its in the shadow of a great
rock, and, as he touches the strings of a harp
he sings a song of praise.  Perhaps he looks
away toward the rocky mount where the Jebu-
sites live, but he does not know that after a tew
years he will live there and be king of Israel,
and that it will be called Jerusalem, the city of
the great king. He i a fair and noble-looking
boy, just beginning to he a man. He is also
brave and strong, He killed a lion and a bear
when they tried to carry away some of his flock,
He loves his sheep, and as he looks at them he
remembers that the Lord loves and watches over
him as he watches over his flock. So he iy
happy, for he knows the heavenly Shepherd is
watching, and he sings, “The Lord is my shep-
herd,”

Lesson 11,

“I shall not want.”

When David, the shepherd hoy, kept  his
father's sheep in the Bethlehem fields he knew
them every one, and they knew him. Ie knew,
too, when they were hungry or thirsty, and
watched the fields to see if all the grasy had
been eaten, or if the hot sun had dried it. When
he thought his flocks had not enough to eat he
would lead them to a fresh field, Can you gee
the flock following David over the hill down into
a green valley ? Perhaps David sang as he went,
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shal) not want,”
This was his faith, and it made him happy. He
kept that faith all through his life, and though
he had many and heavy troubles to bear he
trusted the heavenly Shepherd just ag he knew
his sheep could trust him, and he never failed to
take his harp and sing his thanks to (ioq when
he was saved out of his troubles. 1o wrote
many beautifrl poems which have helped Chris-
tians in all ages to live the life of faith, hope,
and love. When you are older you wili read
them and say, “The Lord is my shepherd ; 1 ghall
not want,”

Lesson 111,

" “He maketh me to lie down in green pastures,”
Last week we talked about David, the shep-
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herd boy, and his flock, and we tried to see him
as he led it out of the dead pastures over a hill
and down into a green valley, Can you see the
fair, happy young shepherd, looking Jjoyful be-
cause he sees fresh, green fields for hi hungry
flock, and calling and singing as he goes down
the hill? Ile has brought the sheep a long way,
maybe, over the rocky hills of Judea, for the
rastures grow yellow and dry in the summer,
and ave green only by the brooks in the valleys,
The lambs grow very tived, and sometimes the
kind shepherd takes up a weak, tender lamb and
carries it.  When David had brought his flock
into the green pastures, and they had nibbled the
grass and taken a drink from the brook, then
they lay down to rest, sometimes in the shadow
of a it rock, or under the willows by the
brook.  There, rested and comforted, David
could sing, as he touched his harp, the songs of
Israel; and because he was a poet he made new
songs and sung them to God, for there was no
one else to hear him. In this way lLe sang, “The
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want., e
maketh me to lie down in green pastures,”

Lesson 1V,

“He leadeth me beside the still wiaters

Last Sunday we saw David lead his hungry
and thirsty flock into a peaceful valley where a
hreok went winding through and green pastures
lay on either side, Perhaps when he came over
the rocky hills he saw the same brook tumbling
from rock to rock and making its way to the val-
ley, but down there it winds so slowly and peace-
ully, that David ealls it “still waters,” or
“waters of quietness.” If one listens, as David
did, one may hear its low, lovely music as it
flows qver the pebbles. It makes one's heart
quiet and contented to listen to it.  Perhaps
David longed to be more than a shepherd. e
had heard about the Philistines, who made war
on Israel, and he longed to help to drive them out
of the land. e felt strong enough, for had he
not killed a lion and a bear? When he felt like
this, perhaps the soft music ofgthe water made
his heart quiet, Perhaps it said to him, “Wait
——wait—wait on the Lord; be of good courage,
and he shall strengthen thine heart.” And then
Le may have sung these helpful, cheering words,
“The Lord is my shepherd ; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.” This is
a song for little children, for strong young
wen, and for old people,  All may sing it;
for it is true for all who love the Lord and
jut their-trust in him. Wil you not sing it
Iu your heart now and always?

Tnternational Bible Tessons,
SECOND QUARTER,

LESSON I (April 6.)

SAUL OF TARSUS CONVERTED, Acts 9,
1-20.

GOLDEN TEXT: “Repent ye therefore, and he
converted, that your sins may be blotted out,”
Acts 3,19,

Primary Notes,
BY JOSEPHINE L. BALDWIN,

Truth, “He is faithful
and just to forgive us our
sins,”

Impression,  Jesus for-
gives those who are really
sorry for wrongdoing,

Eapression.  Confident
going to Christ for for
giveness,

Point of Contaet, Child who Las done wrong
and is soury,

Approach, Reference to martyrdom of
Stephen, and Saul's presence there,

Lesson Story. The story is full of action, and
therefore easy to tell, It will be better to omit
the name of Ananias, because of the ide as con-
nected with that name in the minds of the
children,

Little Emma was very unhappy. In the
kindergarten that day her teacher had asked all
those who had made a mistake in their work to
come to another table. She ‘had not done her
work right and she knew it, but she sat still. Miss
Mary had not said anything about it, and Emma
had gone home with the other children, but a
voice inside kept saying, “Yon did wrong !" and
no matter how hard she played she could hear
those words, That night her father read from
God’s word about the beautiful city where all
who love God shall live some day, and as Emma
listened she heard him read that there should
not enter into that city anyone who “maketh n
lie,” and she knew that though she had not
spoken a word she had really made a lie that
day by her actions. She went to bed feeling
very sorry, and when mother asked what the
trouble was she told the whole story. Together
they asked Jesus to forgive her, and Emma was
once more a happy, little girl. The next day she
told Miss Mary about it, and said she would
never do so again, and she never did; and that
is the way Miss Mary knew she was truly sorry.
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Do yon remembey something we learned about
last quarter, when Stephen, one of Jesus's lov g
friends, was driven out of the city and stoned
to death? Do You remember how he asked God
to forgive those who were hurting him? There
Wis a young man standing there who was glad
to have Stephen put to death. His name was
Saul. Our lesson to-day tells about » time when
he saw how wicked he had been and was sorry
and asked Jesus to forgive him and tell him
what to do, ['Tell of Saul's getting lotters from
the high priest and starting for Damascus,
Describe the vision of Jesus (see 1 Cop, 15. 8),
and make the whole scene very vivid, Make
clear the fact that Jesus was in heaven, hut
that Saul by hurting the friends of Jesus really
persecuted him (Matt, 40).] In the three
days when Saul sat blind, and without eating or
drinking, he had time to think of what he had
lieen doing, and was very sorry, Jesus knew
Just how he felt, and forgave all the wrong
things he had done, and sent some one to help
him.  [Repeat Golden Text.] Saul showed that
he really was sorry by heginning at once to tell
others about Jesus and to say, “He is the Son
of God.”

Special Primary Suggestions,
BY JULIA 11, JonnsTtoN,

GOLDEN TexT: “Repent yo therefore, and 1o
converted, that yonr sing may be blotted out,"
Acts 3, 19,

Iulrmhu'lm'y. The lessons this quarter are all
missionary lessons, The light of Jesus's love
is seen to he spreading, but as his people have
something to do we might call the general
thought or theme of the series of lessons Spread-
ing the Light, Bnlist the children in doing this
all through these three months, concentrating
upon the missionary idea. Begin by a little talk
about light—the great sun as the source of un-
failing supply, the moon and planets that shine
by giviug out the light the sun gives to them, the
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lamps and candles that are kindledq by something
else and make dark places light, Speak of the
great need of light in the world, and then of (e
trath and love of God that are like light iy, the
heart because they show us what is right, show
us the right way, keep us from doing wrong,
and give us joy and comfort, The only way o
blot out darkness or put it away is to let in
light. We can shine for Jesus S0 that those neyp
Us can see how good he js, We can help those
far away by making a way for light to reacl
them, for light #oes in wherever the way opens,
So we send Biblos and teachers to open the wyy
for Jesus to come to dark hearts, Teach hym
verse for quarter, aip “Greenland’s i ¥ mouy-
tains,” a tune children ought to know :

O Lord of light and glory,
Help us to shine for thee,
To send afar the story
Of thy sa vation free,
Among the souls in darkness,
Help us to spread the light,
The light of trath and knowledge,
Of Jesus' love and might,

Lesson story.  Go back to Enster losson,
Jesus left the grave, and by and by went back 10
heaven. He wanted all who would ever learn 1o
love him to spread the story of his love. One
must know the story before telling it, must have
light before giving it. Go back to Stephen and
tell how he met death with shining face, Why
But how about the one who held the clothes for
those who stoned him? To-day we learn of him,
Points to impress: Darkness of Saul's heart,
and how shown in what he did; the light,
brighter than the sun that made him stop on his
way : the question Jesus asked and the one Saul
asked ; the command to go to the city and wair,
and the darkened eyes, that so Saul might have
time to think of his wrongdoings and feelings
and be sorry for them, go SOITY as to be willing
to give them up; then, the touch of Ananias,
and the light God sent to Saul, making him
ready to spread this great light in many places,

The consecutive lessons may be held together
for the quarter by making a ray of light for
each one from g central point, writing on each
ray the lesson truth, If possible, let it grow
out of Golden Text, go that repetition of text
will suggest the thought or truth,

Light ray: Repeating, Repenting is feeling
sorry, saying so, asking pardon, turning right
around and following Jesus, If a4 man is going
away from the light he can neither get nor give
any.  Saul repented and was ready to receive
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and to spread the light of truth and love, We
must do the same,

Thought for teachers, For us missionary
work may begin first in our classes.  Let us,
through these lessons, make the way clear for
the light to shine in little hearts, and also open
the way for little ones to spread the light.
Through the children our work may reach far-
off lands,

LESSON II. (April 13.)
PETER, ENEAS, AND DORCAS. Acts 9.
32-43,
“Jesus Christ maketh thee
whole.”  Acts 9, 34,

GoLbEN T

Primary Notes.

T'ruth. Jesus wishes us
to be helpful,

Impression. 1 must help
those who are sick and sad.

Eaxpression. Lovin g
deeds of helpfulness,

Point of contact, Chil-
dren who served and com-
forted.

Approach. Recalling some of the ways in
which Jesus helped people,

Lesson story, told with special reference to
the effects of Peter's deeds. Loving-kindness in
these days wherever exhibited shows the spirit
of Christ to the world,

A drug store man heard a voice one day say-
ing, “Please give me five cents' worth of cough
drops.” He looked over the counter to see where
the voice came from and saw little Harry Jack-
son, “Well, what are you doing here, my little
man? Aren't you rather young to do such er-
rands?’ “No,” said Harry, “I am grandma’s
feet.” “Grandma’s feet; How is that?” “Why,
You see, she can’t use her own because she has
rheumatism ; so I use mine for her.” Was not
that a nice thing for Harry to do? One day
in a railway station a lady sat crying. She was
very sad and a little girl who saw her felt very
sorry for her—so sorry that she wanted to do
something to help her. Mollie had some flowers
in her hand and pretty soon she went softly over
to the lady and laid the flowers in her lap say-
ing, “I am =orry for you.” The lady kissed her
and said, “You are a dear little comfort.”

Do you remember some of the things that
Jesus did for sick people when he was here?
[Encourage free conversation about this.] You

know he wished all his friends to be kind to sick
people, and that he often gave them power to do
wonderful things. You have not forgotten, I
am sure, how Peter cured a lame man in the
temple.  Another time when Peter was in a
place called Lydda he cured a man who had
been in bed eight years, [Tell the story and its
effect, showing that seeing what Peter had
power to do made people turn to Jesus who gave
the power; teach Golden Text, and add that
every time we are kind and helpful to the sick
we are showing people what Jesus wishes all to
do. Then tell of the death of Dorcas and how
Peter went to Joppa and comforted the people
who were so sad.] He asked Jesus to let Dorcas
come back and live a while longer among the
people who loved her so much, and Jesus an-
swered the prayer in just that way. When peo-
ple in the town who did not know about Jesus
heard that Dorcas had been raised from the
dead, they wished to find out about One who
could give such wonderful power to his friends,
and Peter preached to them many days,

Special Primary Suggestions,
GOLDEN TEXT: “Jesus Christ maketh thee
whole.,”  Acts 9. 34,

Introductory. A little talk about medicine,
and the way God now helps the doctors to make
us well when we are sick. It is his power that
does it, but just as he makes you grow by giving
you bread to eat, so he helps you to get well by
the medicine you take, Sometimes people are
sick because they stay in the dark. Sometimes
plants grow in cellars and they look pale and
sickly. What is the best medicine for such peo-
ple and plants? Light, isn't it? And doesn't
sunshine make your heart happier, too? How
much good the light does! To spread light is to
spread health, isn't it? And when one is well,
and when one is happy, how much brighter
everything seems! 8o spreading healing is
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spreading light, We learn to-day of a sick man
who was made well and a good woman who was
called back from death to life by God's power,
He let his servant Peter use this power, and as
be gave life and health the Lord gave more
light, more of his love and truth, to the people,
They understood hetter bow loving and strong
the Lord was, Now let us learn this

Lesson story. Cluster the teaching about the
persons mentioned in the title. Points to im-
press: Peter's earnestness in going about to tell
of Jesus and help everyone he could; Xneas'’s
eight years of pain and helplessness in bed; the
power that healed him without medicine in this
case because God chose it to be so, and what the
people did when they knew—they turned to the
Lord. Show map and take journey from Lydda
to Joppa, and make clear the character of Dor-
cas, the good deeds she did, using her needle for
Jesus—not a very large thing, but Jjust what she
had. Portray grief of those whom she had
helped, also their gratitude, a sweet way to be
remembered. Tell of message to Peter, hig
coming, his prayer, the answer, and the great
joy that followed, What  happened then?
“Many believed on the Lord"—not on Peter,
but on Jesus, Peter only helped them to know
Jesus and his power. DPeter could not save
anyone, but he could tell of One who could
and would. Drill on Golden Text, and review
the facts about the persons, places, and deeds
mentioned, going back over Jjust the same line
of story and teaching given at first, that chil-
dren may know how to answer and that the
effect may not be marred by different presenta-
tions of truth or recitals of story,

Light ray: Healing, By doing just as God
wished him to, and using the power God let him
use, Peter spread light to those people long ago
by healing. When others saw the healing of
Eneas and the coming back to life of Dorcas
they had more light than ever before, that is,
they had more knowledge—they knew more of
God. Light helps us to see with our eyes, and
knowledge helps us to understand and see with
our hearts, A little talk on medical missions
may well close the lesson, In helping the sick
bodies of the poor and the heathen, in every
way possible, we are spreading the light of the
knowledge of our Father,

Thought jor teachers, Children’s sympathies
are easily roused, We ought never to play upon
them needlessly or to excess, but it is our duty
as well as our privilege to teach Christlike com-
Passion, leading little ones to thoughtfulness in
relieving pain and ministering to the sick.

LESSON I (April 20,)
PETER AND CORNELIUS. Acts 10, 344,

GOLDEN TEXT: “God is no respecter of persons,”
Acts 10, 34,

Primary Notes,

Truth.  Stated in the
Golden Text,

Tmpression, |1 must not
look down on any of God's
children,

Ezpression, Judging by

“character rather than
life rather than

Point of contaet, Girls in class,
Approach, Even Peter had something to learn
about what Jesus wished him to do,

Lesson story. Tell about Cornelius, and omit
Peter'’s vision, as that can more wisely be told
in connection with the next lesson,

There were seven girls in Miss Wendell's
Sunday school class, They knew each other
very well and were fond of each other and of
their teacher, and enjoyed their Sunday honye
very much. But one day a new scholar came,
Her clothes were very poor, her skin was dark,
and her name sounded strange to the little
Canadian girls—for she was born in Italy.
The seven girls were not glad to have this new
scholar, and showed by their actions that they
were displeased. Of course Miss Wendell felt
very sorry, and after little Carita had gone
home she talked with the others and made them
see that it is not what people wear that makes
them noble or really beautiful, but what they
are. Jesus died for all people, and God, our
Father, is the Father of all; so if we are his
obedient children we will love all of the people
whom he has mede, and will not look down on
anyone because of the color of his skin or the
kind of clothes he wears,

You know how much Peter helped people to
know about Jesus, and what wonderful things
Jesus gave him power to do; and it may seem
strange to you to know that there were some
things which Peter had not yet learned, One
thing we will hear about to-day., Iverywhere
that Peter had been preaching he preached only
to Jews, people of his own nation, and he did
not think that Jesus wished him to do any other
way. But one day he had a vision that made
him understand that the good news about Jesus
was for all people; and when right after that
three men came to ask him to go to a man
named Cornelius, who lived in another place

e~
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and who was not a Jew, Peter went at once,
There he told the wonderful story of the love
of Jesus to that Roman soldier, his family, and
many friends whom he had called in, and they
all believed and were baptized, and Jesus sent
his Holy Spirit to them Jjust as he had to the
disciples who were Jews. [Teach Golden Text.]

OneGod - one faith = one haptism

Special Primary Suggestions,
GoLpeNn TEXT : “God is no respecter of persons,”
Acts 10, 34,

Introductory. Does God ever build  high
fences anywhere to keep the sunshine from
stony places, or back alleys, or ground full of
briers and weeds? Does he send the soft rain
on one place as well as another? Do the lowly
violets and the tall, lovely roses grow close
together sometimes, without the roses being
proud and the violets frightened? Does Jesus
love some people for their fine clothes and say
to the poor and ragged, or those who don't know
much, “I do not love you?' Does he keep his
rain and sunshine for the good people, never
giving any to the naughty ones? O no. He
loves all and gives to all people and places,
Sometimes you will see people paying great
attention or respect to the rich and well dressed,
but Ged pays attention to all, no matter how
they look outsid, The Golden Text tells us
this.  Drill on this and explain that a respecter
of persons is one who pays attention to one
because he seems to be better or higher or richer
than another, God never does this., His chil-
dren ought never to do it. Ile taught Peter
this lesson once. Ile made Peter understand
that the light of God's love and the of
knowing Jesus ought to be spread everywhere,
to all men,

Lesson story.  Explain that once God kept
his own people, the Jews, very much to them-
selves, not letting them have much to do with
other nations, for fear they would learn to
worship heathen gods, or learn other evil ways.
But they were cured of worshiping heathen

idols now, and since Jesus has come and they
had such good news to tell it was time for them
to spread the word everywhere, to everyone.
He did not wish them to think they were better
than others, but to be ministers to all for whom
Jesus gave his life. Give briefly the story of
Peter’s dream at Simon's house, explaining that
God wished to teach him that if he had made
clean those things Peter used to call unclean,
then they were not to be despised, and so, if
God loved all men, Peter must love and help
them too, whether they were Jews or not, and
no matter what or who or where they were,
Tell of Cornelius, not a Jew, but praying to
God, and his prayer for more light was heard.
He did what he could, and God remembered
and gave him a chance to do more, Whoever
earnestly tries to learn more about Jesus, to
get more light, will surely have it given to him,
as Cornelius did. God is always ready to help,
and he sends his childven to help those who need
it.  The story may be divided thus Peter
Dreaming, Cornelius Praying, Peter Preaching,
The I'eople Believing,

Light  ray: Helping,  Helping  others s
spreading light. Whoever needs help is the one
we ought to love and look for. Who, why, when,
and where should we help? God might send
angels, but he sends his children on these er-
rands instead. Are we helping?

Thought for teachers. Iere is a serious ques-
tion for us: Are we “respecters of persons” in
our classes? Arve some children “common” to
us? Do we give extra love and attention to the
“nice” ones, and prepave our lessons for them?
O, call not any common for whom Jesus shed
his blood !

LESSON IV. (April 27.)
GENTILES RECEIVED INTO THE
CHURCH. Acts 11, 1-18,

GoLpEN T “Whosoever believeth in him
shall receive remission of sins.” Acts 10. 43,

Primary Notes,

Truth. Those who love
Jesus will obey him,

Impression. 1 must do
what  Jesus wishes me
to do.

Expression. Loving

obedience,
by Point of contact. A

bright, spirited review of

last Sunday’s lesson.
Approach. The connection is 8o close that
no distinet approach is needed,

our
Wa
Wa
excl
Wh
the
unti
alloy
men
who

N¢

had
a Je
to de
them

¥,

"=

preache
house ¢
were sy
fo tell |
like thi;
I saw ¢
Leaven



they
hem
one,
tter
hom
v of
that
wade
ean,
), if
help
and
ere,
 to
ard.
red
ver

to
im,
elp,
eed
ter
ng,

is
mne
en,
'nd
er-

es-
in
to
he
n?
ed

m

SUND.LY SCHOOL BANNEL.

Lesson story.  We use practically the same
story as we had last week to teach .nother Jes-
son, namely, immediate and unquestioning obedj-
ence. The different view of the same story will
be helpful,

We are very glad to see John here again to-
day. He was not with us last Sunday, so per-
haps he does not know that story which we
heard about Poter and Cornelius, Who can
tell it to him¥ [If four or five volunteer give
each one a part to tell, guiding the recital so
as to bring out the truth clearly.] Margaret,
you tell ug why Peter always preached to the
Jews and not to any other people.  How glad
we ought to he that Peter was mistaken when
hie thought Jesus came only to help the Jews !
If that were trye we could not have oup sins
forgiven ; but we know that all people ever
where may have thejp sins forgiven just as
our Golden Text says. [Teach and explain, |
Walter, can You tell us who sent for Peter?
Was he a Jow? Charlie, did Peter make
excuses and say he could not go just then?
What did he do? What happened, Hazel, at
the house of Cornelius? [Continue questions
until each child who wished to do so has been
allowed to tel] some part of the story, supple-
menting where necessary, and then thank those
who have helped You and John in this way.]

Now I am going to tell you what happened in

Jerusalem when Peter’s friends heard what he

had done, They did not think it right at all for

a Jew, one of God's people, to have anything

to do with other people—tientiles they called

them; and when they heard that Petep had

preached to Gentiles and even stayed in the
louse of g Gentile and eaten at his table, they
Were surprised and sorry. 8o Peter went there
'o tell them why he did it. He said something
like this: One day when 1 was praying at noon
I saw as if in a dream a sheet ot down from
Leaven by the four corners. In it were many

2o

kinds of animals, I was hungry ang a voice
said, Rise, kill and eat.  But I said I conlq not,
for many of those animals were unclean, Thep
the voice said, “What God hath cleansed that
call not thou common.”  Whep Cornelius the
Gentile sent for me I knew God meant me to
know that Jesus cdme to save them as well ag
us, and I was ready to obey, [Finish the story,
telling how readily those men gave up their own
way to do as Jesus wished them to do, and how
glad they were to know that a]) might be saved,]

Special Primary Suggestions,
GOLDEN Texy: “Whosoever believetl in him
shall receive remission of sing,” Acts 10, 43,

Inlrmlurlory. Once upon a time a man was
put in prison for doing wrong, e had a friend
who had done a great kindness to the governor,
who was the only one who could save the man
from punishment * prison.  For sake of this
friend of hig and o. e prisoner's the governor
said the prisoner might go free if the friend
would promise for him that he would not do
Wrong again. So the order to set the prisoner
free was written and signed, and aftep that no
one could make this man suffer for his siy,
because the punishment wag remitted, oy taken
away, and he was set free from it, But although
the man was free a8 soon as the paper was
written ang signed he diq not know it, When
it was told him he was not really free unti] pe
believed it, The door was opened for him, but
until he believed the governor's word and
walked out he Was not really free, He was in
the dark in the prison {ill he believed, anq after
that he went out into the light,

This lesson tells how to be made free from
sin and how the strange people that were not
Jews, but called Gentiles, were set free by he-
lieving and coming into the light, Explain that
Jews were the children of Jacob or Israel, and
all who were pot Jews were calleq Gentiles,
At first the apostles seemed to think that none
but Jews could belong to the Church of Jegus,
Peter learned better, and now we find that the
rest learned hetter,

Lesson story.  This lesson affords a fine op-
portunity for reyiey, As the narrative is go
long and interesting it is better to give it with
a degree of completeness hoth Sundays, To-day
make a word picture, which may be outlined by
lines and dots upon the hoard if desired, and
make the class see Peter going from Joppa to
Jerusalem, ang, When there, called before a
meeting of Jews who had heard about the Gen-
tiles he had preached to, and who began to talk




as if he had done wrong to go to these strangers,
In imagination set Peter before them to tell
his story. Draw it from the class by rapid and
divect questioning, recurring to His Dream,
Cornelius's Prayer, Peter's Preaching, and em-
phasize what Peter himself emphasized—the
coming of the Holy Spirit among those people,
just as he had come to the apostles, and how
they believed,

Light ray: Belicving. Gather the whole les-
son about this point, which is embodied in Gol-
den Text. The way to be set free from sin is
by believing, no matter where a man is born,
or what language he speaks. The way to get
light is to trust Jesus, who will show the right
way to everyone who wishes to find it. The
way to spread light is to ask the Lord how to
do it and then to take his way of doing it, tell-
ing others the truth and showing them how to
take Jesus at his word. This is.the only way
to have sins remitted, as the text says, or to be
set free from sin and to come into the light.
Recur to illustration of man having faith in
word of governor and showing it by walking
out of prison like a free man. Do we trust
Jesus, and try to get others to trust him?

Thought for teachers. Study the art of story-
telling and of making word pictures, and try
to develop this in the scholars. If this one or
that were in Peter's place how would he tell
this story? Train children to tell what they
know.

Whisper Songs for April.
FIRST LESSON.
Jesus, when my wayward will
Leads my steps from thee away,
O he patient with me still,
Call me home again, I pray.

SECOND LESSON.
1f I should forget to pray,
Toly 8pirit, enter in,
Heal the sickness of my soul,
Raise me from the death of sin,

THIRD LESSON,
Jesus, let thy little child,
Gentle, meek, and lowly be,
Loving, as I would be loved,
All in thy great family.

FOURTH LESSON,
Lord, in every land to-day,
Bless the children thou dost call,
Jew or Gentile, fair or dark,
Thou art Father of us all.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT.
Second Quarter.
Teacher. This is the day which the Lord has
made,
Class. We will rejoice and be glad in it,
7. Let the people praise thee, O Lord,
(', Let all the people praise thee.
PRAYER. (Brief, simple, tender, all uniting at
its close in the Lord's Prayer.)
AppITIONAL LEssoN. “The Lord is my Shep-
herd.”
WuisPER RECITATION,

“Great Shepherd of the sheep,
Who all thy flock doth keep,
Leading by waters calm,
Do thou my footsteps guide
To follow by thy side,
Make me thy little lamb.”

SINGING.

OFFERING, (Preceded by “Hear the Pennies
Dropping.”)

Motion SoNG or EXErcisg, (The lesson teach-
ing should never be begun with a weary or
restless class, The children should always
be rested and refreshed in some way—pref-
erably a march; but if this cannot be com-
passed, a bright, lively motion song or
exercise, no matter how old it may be.
There is danger in seeking the new too
urgently.)

LESSON TEACHING.

Eciio Praver, (Asking very simply that the
little hearts may receive the word, and
hold it in store against the day of need.)

Singing. (A little time should be given in
each lesson to teaching some part of a
child’'s hymn. Often the lesson hymn is
one which can be comprehended in part hy
the child, and it is good to store up such
teaching in the young mind.)

GoLbEN TEXT DRILL.

LessoN SpPECIAL.  (From week to week the
carnest teacher will want a brief time in
which to emphasize some special subject,
as temperance, missions, kindness to ani-
mals, etc., and it is well to make pro-
vision for this in planning the program.)

PARTING PRAYER. (Of but a sentence or two.)

SING OR RECITE

“Now the time has come to part,

Father, come to every heart,

Go thou with us as we go,

And be near in all we do.”
MiIzPAH.
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The Great West of Canada Seen Through the
Spectacles of a We!ll-Known Newspaper Man

From the Great Lakes
to the Wide West

By BERNARD McEVOY
Illusteated Plentifully with Picturesque Scenes along the Route Across the Continent

Mr. McEvoy writes with the easy, sprightly stylc of the practised
journalist ; he poss :sses the eye of a keen observer, and the faculty,
rare enough, and therefore all the more to be valued, of giving things
their proper proportion. As might be expected, the touch of the poet
is frequently in evidence, especially in the many exquisite passages
descriptive of the scenery witnessed en route. A vein of light humour
runs through all the chapters, greatly enhancing the reader’s enjoy-
ment. Certainly no volume since Principal Grant's “Ocean to
Ocean” was published gives anything like so engaging a picture of
Canadian travel.  Its value can scarcely be overrated as a capable
estimate and description of Canada’s great Western heritage.

Cloth, $1.50, Postpaid
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By GEORGE CROLY
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Urging their congregations to buy it and put it in the hands of
the younyg, ete. ete.”
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WILLIAM V. KELLEY, D.D.,
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mending the work to his people. 1 intend topreach MY congregation, and have advised my Young

i, Residhabddics il People’s Bible Class to getit, I intend to use part
of it in my sermon next Sunday night.”

Paper, 75¢c; Cloth, $1.25

WILLIAM BRIGGS - - PUBLISHER
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Pure Books on
Subjects N, B¢

BY S8YLVANUS STALL, D.D.
What a Young Boy Ought to Know

For boys under 16 {urs of age, Thecodore L. |
Cuyler, D.D.: “‘What a Young Boy Ought to
Know’ ought to be in every home where there is |
:hboly. d&:ou deserve the thanks of every parent in |

e land."” |

What a Young Man Ought to Know

Ethelbert D. Warfleld, D.D., President of
Lafayette College, says: “I have examined with

Veat interest and satisfaction the What a
oung Man Ought to Know." The subject is ong
nee an

of the utmost personal and social impo)
hitherto has not been treated, so far as I am aware,
in such a way as to merit the commendation of the
Christian public.”

What a Young HMusband Ought to Kndw

Amos R. Wells : ** The race would be lnllnuels |
stronger in body and soul if all husbands woul. |
obtain this book and follow its precepts.” |

What a Man of Forty-five Ought to Know ’
Part . What He Ought to Know Concerning

Himself,
Part II.  What He Ought to Know Concerning

his Wife,

NET, POSTPAID

g ’ SELF
Avoided | SELF
$1.00 EACH, SEX

SERIES

BY MRS. MARY WOOD-ALLEN, M. .
What a Young Girl Ought to anow

Frances E. Willard, LL.D.: “T do earnestly
ho;t)e that this book, founded on a strictly scientifio
but not forgetting a strong ethical basis, may be
well known and widely read by the dear gir! in
their teens and the young women in their omes,”

What & Young Woman Ought to Know

Elizabeth Cady Stanton: “It is a grave mistake
for parents to tryto keep their chil ren ignorant
of the very questions on which they should have
scientific information. The many facts you state
are not only important for a knowledge of social
science, but involve good health and morals,”

8,000 PRIZE BOOK,
BY MRS. EMMA F. A, DRAKE, M.D.
What a Young Wife Ought to Know

Every wife should have this valuabl K,
No hom:yshouldbewlbhout it. g e e

—_—

READY THIS MONTH
What & Woman of Forty-five Ought to Know: -

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

©. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q.

Wesley Buildings, -

TORONTO, ONT.

8. F. HUESTIS, Malifax, N.§, .
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There’s none to compare withla

Souvenir

for Appearance, Convenience, Durability,
Appointments and up-to-date improvements,
They are not expensive to buy, and one
will last a lifetime. Sold by leading dealers
Everywhere o8 8 % & & o &

The Gurney-Tllden Co.,

Limited

STOVE, RANGE AND RADIATOR MANUFACTURERS

BRANCHES: HAMILTON

Toronto, Montreal and Winnipeg Canada




