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says: ¢ Methuen, I understand, in. - se of Lading. evils of whieh it Was sought to secure | 48% Ree. 11, by way of ﬁobhudj,_’l‘ues- Sg“tfhrdfmé?g” Light ﬂlllom,"l;e!.t alhere :)"l}zkg?al%itmes& o “l‘mting sound | of December 21, announces that “Gen.
N TTL Y . ¥ e ; kS Sie) 3 ¥ %
London, Dec 28.—A despatch to the |41 abatement day, Be&.—w. says that Laa{gSarah Wil-| ¥ ¥ to inspect the patrols along fin words “Forgive us our

tends to remain at Modder River about ; B : 1
three weeks longer. ¥From Bund sources The Times editorialy attacks the ad-| 500, aunt of the Duke of Marlborough, ﬂtle 9a§:enlx hills,  Their horses returned| sins,” ‘and in a couple of seconds, it| >Uder I8 coming to Capetown to.meet:
oers ‘while | 8t Dight aloue.

hitherto singularly well informed, I Jearn| Lines from Pietermaritzburg, dated

pwn dated Sun-
hat Gen, Meth-
pssing the Mod-
ve been to es-
junication with
bved to be still
er in the mines

spite of their
dered probable
pompelled to as-
pmmander hav-
sition of forces,.
in maintaining
esent position.
e is @ growing
aters to return
on many sides
pte an action.

RESERVE AT PRETORIA. BOKR SUPPLY BASE.
London, Dec. 27.—The Capetown cor-| Beliaf Thdt German Steamens Land
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selves suddenly confronted with inter-
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that there are eight thousand Buropean
&meers and men ski-lledl in m(;ldern mili-
Ty . tactics, particularly artillery, now
in Pretorig, as 8 reserve. 'An adminis-
trative official in ‘the Cape service, who
has just returned from official relieving
duty in the Dutch district, says the news
of 'the British reverses has been received
with ‘great joy, even in localities ‘where
there is no open revolt.” ;
SORTIE ¥FROM LADYSMITH.

A despateh to Daily News from
Ladysmith dated Friday, December 15,
by .telemh, says: Another sortie last
night. Gen. Hunter with 500 volunteers
destroyed one six-inch creusote gun, one
howitzer and one Maxim. One Briton
was killed. The Boer gunners fled.”

BULLER’S OPERATIONS,,
There is am idea in some gunarters:here

that Gen. Buller’s destruction of the Tt
gela bridge heralds ‘an attempt to eut]

off the Boers now:south of the'river,
but the general opinion is that the /B
ish gm';ot. make  an; &
pending the arrival-of Lord Rob i &
The 16th Lancers. will ‘g0 to Sowth

Africa from India at the special re-
quest of Lord Robemts, even after the
government had decided.that no more
troops should be withdrawn from India.

BOER OFFICIAL REPORT.

A despatch from Chieveley Camp dated
Tuesday, December 21, says: = “Lyddite
shells' are daily thrown into the Boer
camp to prevent them: working at the
trenches, The firing of big s is heard
daily from the direction of f::;ysmith."

ESCAPED BOER RECAPTURED.

tured at Elandslaagte ‘and brought to

ing his escape from the British cruiser
Penelope, has been reeaptured.

The transport Tantaflon Castle has ar-
rived” at Capetown with a number of
howitzers and quibk- ¢ guns which
Gen. Buller urgently meeds: :

The government have chartered the
Lake Erie, of the new Elder-Dempster
Co.’s line which was built for the Can-
adian mail service, She is a vessel of
12,000 toms.

A despatch from Lorenzo Marques

dated Thursday gives the following from | heard ifor several days about Taquils
Peak, in the San Jacinto range, supposed
to be-an extinct volcano.  Between San
Jacinto ‘and Hemet geyserg of hot sul-
phur water have appeared, and the
fumes are so strong that no one ean get
near the geysers.

the Boer head flaager., dated Tuesday,
December 19: ‘““The British nayal guns
at Colenso have been eannonading Bul-
wer bridge, over the Tugela riyer, with
a view of smashing it. The bombard-
ment of Ladysmith is proceeding slowly.
Gen. Joubert has arrived here and been
accorded a hedrty welcome. More Brii-
ish prisoners have been sent to Pre-
toria, inclnding Col. Bullock, Major Wal-
ters, Major 'Bailwark, Major Foster,
Capt. Dick, Capt. Nortern, Capt, Fitch-
erbert, Capt. Ford, Capt. Hutchison, Lt.
Bourne, Lt. O’Conmeyghy, Lt. Kun-
bauld, It. Dutcheystan, Lt. Birch, Lt®
Haiford, Lt. Larbull, and It. Jones.”.

B Y ¢ SN —

Thureday, December 21, -says:

the ostensibly innocent bills of lading
furnished by German steamers arriving
in 'Delagoa Bay really conceal contra-
band, and ‘the local newspapers are urg-
ing a more rigid examination of cargoes.”

Earth(;ualv(e

Callfornla Town a Scene of

By Associated Press.
San Jacinto, Cal., Dec, 26.—This local- |
ity is a scene of desolation from the
earthquake which centred here on Christ-
mas morning and destroyed every brick
building in town.

here, .a dance had been held the night
before, and large guantities of whiskey
Commander Demeillon, who was cap-|consumed by the Indians sent most of
them into a drunkem etupor before the
Simonstown, where he sueceeded in mak- shock came. A hmi:.be'r of squaws had
huddled together in an old building, and
were sleeping off the effects of the liquor.
The heavy walls fell ‘upon them, six
being killed outright and two dying later,
while 4 score more were badly injured.

but has suffered. . The electric wires are
down and some of the power houses
have fallen in. - The walls of the county
hospitil were badly damaged.

U. 8. Agent on Seal Islands Makes

A strong suspicion  exists here that

Makes Havoc.

Desolation From Shock on
- Christmas Day.

At the Saboba Indian reservation, near

There is' not a business house in town

It is eaid that rumblings had been

O
O

BRANDING OR HUNTING?

Official Report on Disappearance
“of the Herd,

Washington, Dec. 27.—Attention to

ministration of the ' a&ia&e calling
attention to corres ence disclosi
“glaning defeots,” and declaring that the
British army is being magaged for the
benefit of the war office, #nd not of the
nation:

CAPE COLONY DISAFFECTION.

. The Times adyises stern treatment of
the disaffected Dutch’ colonists and the
enforcement ‘of the penalties of treason
against persons and property. -
Despatches from various points indi-
cate the steady growth of  disaffection:
The Capetown - correspondent of the
Daily Chronicle reports the discovery of
a plot to connive at the escape of Boer
prisoners,

The recruiting of the British colonists
in Cape  Colony -is actively proceeding:
‘Thirty thousand are already under arms,
'agged several thousand - more will & be
8 b AR -

WIRBLESS
—:' gfs of

stly  est
ments intended
seized at Capetown. :
DEMAND FOR WAGONS.

The ‘advent of horse sickness throws
increased attention upon the question of
transports and the want of wagons,
which may tie the British forces to the
milways. G

The Daily Chronicle says: “ Plenty ot
wagons could be obtained from the
United States, but the government; with
very indiscreet patriotism, have refused
to avail themselves of the opportunity.
It would have been befter if the amth:
orities Had followed Lord Kitchener's
example at Atbara bridge. - Wil they
eyen now apply to -the American fae-
tories ”

The war office has nominated Sir Wil-
liam Stokes as consulting surgeon to the
South African forces. He will leave
Dublin for the Cape in a few days.
Despatches from South Africa arve still
greatly delayed, but they are arriving
Inore freely, which shows that the cen-
sorship has been relaxed. There appears
to.be no great change in the situation.

GENERAL WARREN ARRIVES.

Pietermaritzburg,” Dec, 26.—Gen. Sir
Charles Warren, commanding the Fifth]
division, armived here last evening with
his staff, and immediatel, ‘ceded for
the front. ’ :

e S R

COL. EVANS,

Winnipeg, Dec. 27.—Col. Evans, who
has been commander of the troops in
Xukon, and will now have charge of the
cavalry contingent for = South Africa,
reached Winnipeg this afternoon on his
way to Ottawa.

who was captured. by the
acting as correspondent fo¢+ a London
paper, has arrived. there, “having been
exchanged for Viljoen, 4 motorious
horsethief -and- contvict.” !

Réb,eiliqnﬂipéqs
In Cape Golony

Times Correspondent ‘Tells of
Capetown as Centre. -

By 'A"ss(;&clated Pfess. £
London, Dec. 27.—A  special correspon-
dent of ‘the Daily Chronicle, telegraph-
ing from Sterkstroont, ‘Cape Colony,
Thursday, Decembey 21; says: “Strong
easures are necessary to check the hqg-
tile feeling among the Dutch colonists,
whose conditian is shown in the removal
of railway 'bolts, the obstruction of
bridges and culverts and attacks upon
solitary horsemen. Disaffection is bound
to increase nless hnmediate .reinforce-
ments are forthcoming. The local Duteh
and British settlers are becoming alarm-
ingly impatient.”

Despatches from Modder River repre-
sent Duteh «disaffection in Grigualand
West as growing very serious. In some
towns the entire -Dutch have joined the
Boers, The rebels have formed a laager
at a poeint about  thirty. miles west of
Modder River gamp. 1t is also announg-
ed that the Boers have raised the .siege

Magersfontein,

The ~ Capetown correspondent of the
Times, under: date of Friday, Dec. 22,
says: . “Amxiety regarding the attitude
of the Colonial Duteh is steadily grow-
ing. They make no effort to conceéal
their sympathy with the two républics,
and the only question now is whether it
the military situation is not changed,
they will keep from open rebellion.
“Kven in districts that have not been
visited by the Boers in the eastern part
of the province, the Dutch farmers are
'(riding about armed. This is the caseialso
in districts only fifty miles from Cape-
town, where, a seditions movement- is
busily propagated. The British forces
are inadequate. to guard 1,000 miles of
comimunications.” At

AT Lt Al
MESSAGE FROM COL. OTTER.

s - | he has arrived;
S S

of Kuruman and have all withdrawn to |

' Col. Donpald, of the Royal Fusiliers,
has had his collar bone broken by being
(fihtown from his horse while on outpost
SHELLING THE BOERS,

Chieveley Camp, Natal, Tuesday, Dec.
26.—The naval ‘guns began shelling the

Boer“position at 5 o’clock thi§ morning,
using lyddite., The shelling continued
e e jnent at Oolens

nver cethe engagement ‘at Colenso

the ‘énemy have been emergetically im-
proving tneir entrenchments, ' They can
be seen galloping freely from- hill to
hill, Ladysmith also had a busy niorn-
ing today, shelling the Boer’s position on
- Umbulawana meountain. ‘The  bursting

I shells were plainly visible at Chieveley.

London, Dec. 28.—The Morning Post
has received the following from Mr.
Chuirchill, under date of Dee. 26, tele-
graphed from Chieveley Camp, where

o AN

by the announcement of/the change of
commanders-in-chief; - but the  soldiers,
however, have decided to vindicate their
irusted leader. The situation, neverthe-
less is difficult, the Boer position being
one of extraordinary strength, with high
hills lined tier on tier with trenches and
galleries rising from an almost unford-]
able river, and with a smooth plain in
fromt. . .

‘“The enemy have all the ranges mark-
ed and many powerful guns dominate the
varipus poinfs of the river, while the
drifts are commanded by converging
musketry . fire from . probably 12,000
Boers.

“There are sixteen miles of wild, bro-
ken. country. hefore reaching Ladysmith,
which demands early relief.”

SEBERGRr e S A

BOER LOSSES AT MODDER.

Shown That Théii' Dead and Wounded
Exceeded Five Hundred, While Pos-.
sibly Total Much Greater,

London, Dec. 10.—he Daily Mail pub-
lishes the following interesting degatch
from Juliin Railph, dated Modder River,
referring {0 the Modder River engage-
ment:

“We have mow Teasom to believe that
the Boer losses considerably exceeded
ours. A hundred were buried in the
river, having been sunk by means of
stones. Some sixteen of these, insuffi-
ciently weighted, tloated to the surface;
thirty or more were buried in the sand,
their slight sepultute being insufficient to
hide their protruding fingers and limbs;
thirty wounded are im the two hospitals
in our lines; .three hundred in the hospi-
tal four miles north, and seventy prison-
ers are held by us. -

“Many of the dead were carried off
the field, as at Belmont, where the Boers
were séen to throw their dead on their

{ saddles and ride away; in ome case a

caped those around at the horrible sight.

examined the body and pronounced-th t
death had been-instant. vp .

Van Anda Is

- Treat Gives Promise of
Rich Results.

coneern widely known in business and

faith in it. When Mr. Treat took hold
of the properties they were little better
than prospects. On all sides in those

with the most kindly intentions advised
him not to get tangled up ‘with a hope-
less proposition, From many prominent
Victoria ‘citizens, -however, he received

hm in his up-hill fight,

paying properties, erecting a smelter at

had anything whatever to do with Van
Anda, as commonly reported.

ter be denied once and for all in the
Colonist, where it will receive the wid-

I are great friends; but Rackefeller’s
hyper-acquisitiveness: - might  interfere

vast mineral acreage on Texada myself.
“In answer also to false prophets I
would like to say in a general way what
has been done and what is to be done in
the future at Van Anda.

From Our Own, Correspondent. it enables the

Vancouver, Dec, 27.—Harry Treat has| With very few men, and travel great dis-

made the Van Anda Company 3 going :':“C“ mﬁag;rfect “;Zf:; ks:d as rapidly

‘The reply | entrenched
was, “No; decidedly not, ' That had bet-} ara ‘weif posted.

seemed like miinutes, the form .of the | Sir Charles Warren, and then both cwill
poor girl ghot from view. A groan es- g‘f) genmvg::remn":’ﬁ,t"th Adgvgzhb“mzm
4 are

She Jjed firmly and without a word of |10 have gone to Naal, his -arrival @
regret. In a few ‘minutes the doctors | 1ietermaritzburg seemed natural,” . i)
Despatches = from Chieveley - indicate:
that Gen. Buller's forces will

at Frere before -atte - another ad-
vance. Doubtless he would be glad te
retrieve the Colenso reverse before the
arrival of Lord Roberts; yet he jo hardly

; llikgly to at}m a'g\other fror
& t'is more ‘that ‘he is 1 ring to .
& DO'"Q wC". strike should the Boers make any oﬁe}r :

sive movement,” -

Mr. Ohurchill’s reference to Lady-

., 1 d Sy
smith may imply that the situation ottl"

Confident - Enterprise of =M. | 5irmiecn s more demerate thian had been

i(x'lg -thv% hl_z;‘rllsl;»mmmanging the
xen.  ‘White, however, heliogra ~ that
%l ‘was well in Ladysmith on l)e(!exnubm'm“l >

T8 continue fortify-

Competent military critics in T
complete

ot

be many weeks .

y
will be able to re-orgamize ‘and
effective movement, g =
The Boer trench work is so good that:
enemy to hold a Jong line :

The Times, which comments editorially

society circles in New York. Mr. Treat,| upon the severe strain, says it is dificait
in a measure, sacrificed himself to stay|t x 0
With a proposition in which he believed, | 2F¢ due to the unreality of the presumed-

k 1 actical lesson gi i o
though the public were rapidly losing .f';,‘e’,’, ot M.gmven in the manee

0 avoid the condlusion that our troubles

— 3
A SORTIE FROM KIMBERLEY.

early days Mr, Treat met wiseheads who | Brief Exchange ortTrtinery Fire Shows:

Boer Guns in’ Commanding
Positions,

Kim!bérley, Wed;e—sday, Dee. 20.-At

a great deal of encouragement and mor- Zﬁrthie afternoon mounted detachments,
al support, which was of great help to| ~ ver command of Col; Peakman, with
three Maxims and three seven pounders'
Up to-the present moment Harry|Under Major May, reconnoitered, Leav-
Treat’s hard luck has borne all the bur-| ing the entrenchments the British ad-
den, and to him is due all the praise for| vanced to T
developing the mines from prospects to fired and. our :
a time when he was laughed at as a ‘ménl lbegml:tt w&&mn 1:
mad dreamer for his faith im' Van Anda.| of 2,500 yards. - A Boer i
Mr. Treat was asked if Rockefeller| four’

4 range
gun dr
Is_near

e.  As the' T8 Were strongly
we ‘withdrew. Their 'guns’

——

est possible circulation, Rockefeller and | SALUTED BRITISH PRISONERS,

—

with the plan I have of developing the Story That Speetators at Pretoria Doffed

Hats by Order: to Captives from
Nicholson’s Nek.

London, Dec. 27.—The Daily Ghromicle

attack. -
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the Bering sea controversy between the SRATE IR

oy United States and Great Britain has - A
STOCK EXCHANGE LIBRL. : P 14 by the report of Mr. John THE -FREN(IH CONSPIRATORS.
New York, Dec. 26—Over a score of | M. Morton, United States agent at the | Prisoners Released for Want of Evi-
ations, Wall Street magnates have been sub-|seal islands] who has come on to submit dence Jeer at the Comrt as

rl'igekne?l poenaed to appear before the grand jury | his report and confer with the authori- They Depart.
Paris, Dee. 27.—The, public prosecutor

) A ties. The esséntial point of the report ‘
ory! fo tell What they KW SR SN0 ERUIE N | 1 that thie Hoal hinde have mhrim it a0 - ; - snrgeon 3t ; Fowty ol00 0k
cently circulated about = the Brookiyn Fhin ¥ ; : 2 “Have cable from Otter, “dated: Bel- | practieally a prisoner, as he could not| there and we are turning i into bullion. Sarys also- there '
terioo, Rapid Transit Co. which it is claimed, pe;v‘;fnt 'glthmBg‘f lastsy S SR ?‘-’“Chéged his closing speech:to-night be-{mont, December 18, that ‘compressed|go away from the hospital. I have working for me 250 men. There ::,erl,-'; t!*}:ﬂﬂwmaldsao:tmopectagm ‘ﬁeﬂ‘e Pre-
e once more, seriously affected the stock of that-cor-| ~Then M6 Dering Sea o ntion | in the cononte Sitting as a high court, | meat’ and lime ‘juice  tablets most ge-| *‘What 3o you want to go away for? | are not more than three mimes in British| oy " Ta1} ciptnred athﬁsht British
hed hoats— poration, “Nearly all' of the ' leading W!l‘t"ho? Am  year i 5} mittl}n conte t.hm; I the conspiracy cases, He asked that ceptable.” _ s asked Col. Rhodes: ' ‘surely your ‘sole | Columbia working more than that. We ‘detrained. The Tt 015‘5“3 Nek
B ni ko “bulls and bears” are on the list of those "h he AlHercan. authar (;ies ; vi’:lf i l? an especially severe senteneé be imposéd | *The committee being formed will act| duty is here with the sick ?’ are opening up a great man{ opositions | 4} 0 g commap:sz:t wf"“g’" ered by
called, The Brooklyn Rapid Transit Co,|the herds wgre being so. ﬂ:nnth .t thy upon Jues Guerin,” the president of- the accordingly. ; B “*Yes, but I 'am a physician. Why|—no less than twenty-five ¢ s at pres-| peoqs o g et s ﬁ i:ll.xe ther»
officials offer’a reward of $25,000 for in- mh?lg and pilagic sealing o san |t Semlte League.  The fpresident: of | “'Ng insomuation haa elebed thermilitinl ata- T restrained?® ent. I am preparing for the establish-|jshed’ returned fha Lo . Geton:
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FENIAN GHOST STORIES.

Washington, Dec. 26.—At the state de-
Jartment and the British embassy ngt
he slightest attention is bein paid ¢
<he ‘many stories of fenian acgﬂtyﬂi:z
are appearing in papers in all ; of}

-Silvela, formally. announced at to-day’s
 cabinet ‘counci] that he“had-had an- in-
.terview with the U

a{ would undertake the repatriation; of.

2 s

fgﬁﬂi@q;pﬂ the' Spanish prisuders; in;

. SPANIARDS IN PHILLIPINES.
Madrid, Dec. 27.—;-'1?he premier. ‘Senor
es Minister,

; Bellamy Storer, who had -informied’
2 ‘that the vnmé\sm;'go

SAMOA’S NEW CONDITIONS.
£ oy

Washington, Dec. = 27.—The ' British
government has acted on the agreement
andtreaties for the partition of Samoa,
and has withdrawn the sgpervisory au-
thority - which she has exercised of late

years in-common with Germany and the| figures
1 r.ﬂ@‘;%“"!‘w;-ﬂq eat,

Berlin, Dec, 27.—The Reichsbank state-
ment issued to-night is regarded in- Ger-
man business circles as highly unfavor-.
able; - It: shows ThO000;000 marks less
metal in stock. than:a year age, 34,000
marks’ notes in:circulation and 241.000.-

000 in discount in excess of last year's|
- Herr:JKoch, - president of - the’
{at: the final P

an. unpleasant. predicament.’” :
Mr, Ralph’s figures total up 530 Boers
, wounded and prisoners. - The in-
ferenee. impled: in- his statement is that
the 'aetual losses’ were very much more.
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Of all the brilliant soldiers who have help-
ed to found and consolidate our Empire
the Bast—that empire which dwarfs the
conquests of Alexander and of Caesar—nong
have acquired a higher niche in the temple
of military fame than the illustrious war-
rior known to the British peerage as Lord
Roberts of Kandahar, -and to the British
private as “Little Bobs.” Of Irish extrac-
tion, with a dash of French Huguenot
blood in his veins, Frederick Sleigh Rob-
erts was born in 1830 at Cawnpore, which
he was afterwards to enter as one of the
heroes of an avenging host, His father,

Sir Abraham Roberts, had attained the age
of 90, and became -the ‘‘Patriarch of In-
dian generals.”

After ppending his boyhood, like all ¥n-
dian-born British children, in Hngland—at
Qlifton, Eaton, Sandhurst and Addiscombe
(¢he “John” Company’s military seminary),
young Roberts came out ninth in a batch of
fifty cadets, and was at once posted to a
lieutenancy in the Bombay artillery. At
Addiscombe he had sufleded so much from
heart complaint that reviving sherry had
to be kept at his bedside. But if his heart
was functionally weak, it was full of the
finest courage, though it very nearly sank
on his way through the Red sea out to In-
dia. e

“I don’t know,” he said, ‘how we shall
ever be able to fight in India if it is as
hot as this.”” But what was the heat of
the Red sea to the torrid sun-flames, in-
tensified by the Sepoy shell-fire of Déelhi,
which were now beginning to flame uyp? In
May, 1857, news of the Mutiny at Meerut
and the seizure of Delhi reached Peshawur,
where Lieut. Roberts was acting as D. A.
Q. G. of the division commanded by Major-
General Reed; and presently before Delhi,
the headquarters of the rebellion, there
appeared the immortal ‘‘Fisld Force,” into
which Roberts, after urgent entreaty, had
been able to exchange from the Punjah
Movable Column.

It was pow that his career of glory be-
gan—a career that was repeatedly all but
cut short by the bullets, shells, and sabres
of the Sepoys. Wherever blows were rife,
Lieut. Roberts was to be found rejoicing
in the rupture of the fray. He was close
to Neville Chamberiain when the latter’s
arm was shattered by grape shot; while
‘‘a bullet lodged in the cap-pouch of Rob-
berts, making a severe bruise close to the
spine, and had it not been for the cap-
pouch he myst have been killed.”

But wounds he soon recovered from, and
cholera he defied. When the seige train at
last came up, Roberts got himself at-
tached to one of the batteries, and was in-
defatigable in directing its fire. He bad
several hairbreadth escapes; but, like Cutts,
the ‘“‘Salamander’” at.the seige of Namur,
he seemed to bear a charmed life. When
the assault was delivered, Roberts had his
horse shot. During the final operations
he had been employed more as an ‘‘eye”
than as an “‘arm” of the heseiging force—
in reconnoitring the streets and defences
of Delhi; and the quality of his services
in this respect may be judged from the ef-
fect that the information he placed at the
disposal of his chief enabled the latter to
take a bastion in reverse, as well as to
capture a position in the centre of the
city without the loss of a single man.

From the siege of Delhi young Roberts,
till acting as staff officer, passed with
Greathead’s Movable Column to his own
birthplace, blood-stained . Cawnpore—dis-
tinguishing himself repeatedly on the
march. . In the action of Bolundshur, he
attached himself, though a gunner, to the
9th Lancers, and while passing through
.4 gateway a Sepoy took deliberate aim
at him and fired, though the bullet only
killed his charger. On another occasion
‘the troops he accompanied performed ‘‘the
almost unparalleled achievement of 4Gght
ing an actlon and marching 66 miles in 40
hours, nine miles of which the cavalry did
at a trot through high crops or over
ploughed fields'’—a fine piece of training
this for the man who was afterwards to
cut this record in his march from Kabul
to Kandahar,

HEROIC DEEDS,

Recelving at Cawnpore an accession of
strength from the 93rd Highlanders, the
avenging column started for the relief of
Lucknow, on which Sir Colin Campbel! and
his Highlanders were now also converging
from Calcutta. The march was terribly
toilsome and perilous. “I ~was sent,”
wrote Lieut. Roberts, ‘“by Sir Hope Grant
to select the ground for a new camp. . .
. While we were waiting and talking to what
appeared to be pilgrims, we were shot at,
and looking around saw & considerable num-
ber of the enemy between us and our force.

.+ .« . We put spurs to our horses,
but had a narrow escape. My horse, while
crossing a river, was slightly wounded and
fell; and in doing so my sword fell from my
hand and cut my left thumb badly.”

As Q. M. G. of Hope. Grant's column,
Roberts reconnoitred the road, and had the
honor of leading the army in the advance
from the Adumbagh to Dilkoosha which
initiated the operations resulting in the
relief of the beleaguered garrison. But
it was at the Mess House that Roberts

,surpassed all his previous feats of cool
bravery, and his own very modest and
self-effacing account of the incident 1is
this: ‘I took up the flag of the 2nd Pun-
jab Infantry, by Sir Colin Campbell’s or-
ders, and placed it on the Mess House, to
show Outram and Havelock where we were.
The enemy knocked the flagstaff down
three times, breaking the pole once.” But
it was just as often put up again by the
_:dauntless Roberts, who stuck to his object
amid a hail of bullets.

On another occasion, at Lucknow, ‘“while
following up the retreating enemy, with the
drdor of a fox-hunter, Roberts ssaw two
Sepoys marching off with a standard, Put-
ting spurs to his horse, he overtock them
Just as they were about to ‘enter a village,
and made for them sword in hand. They
immediately turned at bay, and presented
their muskets at him. It was a critical
moment, as one of them pulled the trigger,
but the cap snapped almost in Robert's face,
and the next moment he had laid the Se-
poy carrying the standard at his feet, with
a tremendous cut across the head, seizing
the trophy as it fell from his lifeless grasp.
Meanwhile his companion made off to the
village.”
kind ensued. - “FoHowing the ‘rebels Rob-
erts eame up with a group consisting of a

8ikh Sowar ‘and a rebel Sepoy, standing
at bay, with musket -and bayonet.. Rob-
erts, not counting the odds, rode straight
at ‘the Sepoy, and with one fierce slash
across the face killed him on the spot.™
These two acts of personal prowess gained
for him the much coveted .Vietoria ‘Cross—
A’ fact, the record of which Lord Roberts
himself modesfly relegates to . the obscure
position of a footnote in his charming re-
miniscences of ‘“‘Forty-one Years in India.”
- ‘“‘Roberts,”” wrote Admiral Oliver Jones,
“‘is'as good as he.is brave., ‘He lIs one.of
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But a finer exploit of the gsame’

and daring In the field and unflinching dis-
‘ected kindness aund

ance and friendship are high prizes to those
who obtain them.” He was ever ‘to the

front as usual, in all the operations

of the rebellion broken, his health, never ro-
bust, gave way for the lack of:stirring
action to sustain it, and he was invalided
home, handing over his duties té Capt, Gar-
net Wolseley, his compeer in fame,

After a year’s rest in Hngland Roberts
returned to India and was recommended by
Lord Clyde tb the viceroy, Lord Canning
to take charge of his camp. Those camp-
martial duties Roberts had to interrupt in
1863 when he was told off to take part in
the Umbeyla campaign in the far North-
west, where he had gained his first experi-
ence;of Indian warfare. i i Al

Restored to his adminlstrative work in
the Queen’s department he next compiled
a masterly “Route Book,” for the Bengal
presidency; for the peace duties of a staff
officer are quite as important as his func-
tions in war. It was a cruel dispelisation
which condemned a ‘‘fighting devil” like
Roberts to the drudgery of a bureau, but
he was a singular compound of a Mpltke,
and could adapt himself to desk work or
fleld work as occasion demanded.

For the latter an opportunity again oc-
curred when Gen. Napier, as Dizzy finely
phrased it, was sent “with the artillery of
Europe borne by the elephants of Asia,
across the mountains of Rasselas in Abys-
hinia” fo show King Theodore that there
was no place in all the wide world to
which the punitive arm of HEngland could
not reach. Donald Stewart, afterwards his
fellow-champion in Afghanistan, who com-
manded a brigade of this expeditionary
army, wanted a Q. M. G., and who,could
better fill this post than Major Roberts?
His services at the landing place on the
Red sea were too urgently required to per-
mit of his going inland, But whether at
the front or the rear, Roberts never failed
to bear away the bell of energy and suc-
cessful activity, and at the close of the
campaign he was sent to London with the
despatches which contained an ardent
eulogy of his own merits,

IN “LITTLE WARS.”

It had fretted the heart of the ard-
ent ' Roberts that he had not been able
to go to the front in . Abyssinia and
share in any fighting that ‘befeld; but
now he had not long to wait for one of
those “little wars,” which are to Indian
soldiers what the grand autumn manoeuvres
are to Continental armies. Having organ-
ized, he was appointed senior staff officer
of the expedition, which about the time
that France and Germany were stripping
for a fall, 'was sent to chastise and subju-
gate the trubulent Looshai tribes on the
southeastern confines of our Indian empire
towards Burmah. But staff service, pure
and simple, would not content him, and we
find him ‘“leading the advance against a
stockade,” in a very difficult and danger-
ous country,

The taking of Taikoom, whiéh ended the
campaign, was mainly due to the fact that
the attacking column was led in person
by Roberts—the first time he had com-
manded in action. “Lieutenant-Colonel
Roberts’ untiring energy and sagacity,”
wrote the commanding general, “are beyond
all praise. He works without guides, even
without map or geography, and thwarted
the Looshais, whose game was to delay our
progress. He never seemed at a loss.”

A year or two later Roberts was made
Q. M. G. in India, and on his shoulders
rested most of the responsibility for the
preparation of the camps and durbars ne-
cessitated as well by the Prince of Wales’
visit to India 1875-1876) as by the proclatm-
ation of the Queen as Kalser-i-Hind, ~Nor
was he less useful and energetic in the
field of fighting than in‘the field of famine
(1878-1874), where this was how he ap-
beared to Archibald Forbes, the brilliant
war correspondent:

“Short and slight, square, however, of
shoulder, and of a dlstlnctly(mllltary car-
riage, his whole aspect denoting alertness
and a wiry endurance. He had the air of
quiet command one sometimes discerns in
men who have seen much service when as
yet they had not attained high leadership,
His face was almost ascetic in its attenu-
ation, hollow temples indented and nar-
row, the lofty forehead that rose above the
keen, quick eyes; the lower section of the
face was long, gaunt and sallow, ending in
a chin every line and contour of which be-
tokened force and resolution.”

Combining the experience of a soldier
with the sagacity of a statesman, Roberts
made a deep impression on the viceroy,
Lord Lytton, who gave him an appoint-
ment which wag virtually that of warden
of the marches on the northwest frontier:
and when it became necessary to force the
Ameer “of Afghanistan, Shere Ali, to re-
celve a British mission at Kabul, Major-
General Roberts got the command of the
centre, or Kuram Valley column (about
5,600 men) of the force which was to ad-
vance on the defiant despot’s capital by
three separate routes. _

Crossing the frontier (November ’78),
Roberts hastened forward.only to find his
path barred by a superior force of Afghang
on the Plewar Kotal, Making a circuitous
|nhght march, and developing his attack at
dawn, he launched the 72nd Highlanders
(Ross-shire Buffs) and the little Ghoorkas
on the first stockade of the Afghans, which
was carried without a pause save to bayon-
et the defenders, and stockade after stock-
ade was thus stormed in rapid succession.
After several hours fighting the DIiewar
Kotal was finally carried with a Britikh
loss of 21 killed and 72" wounded. As far
as Roberts was concerned the fighting was
now over, and the spring brought to the
British camp Yakoub Khan, who had
mmeanwhile succeeded to his father, Shere
!All, and who hastened to sign the treaty
|of Gundamuk, which virtually deprived Af-
ghanistan of its previous character as a
| “buffer state,”” and made it a feudatory of
ithe British crown. At a banquet given in
{his honor on his return to India, Roberts—
now a K. O. B.—was referred to by the
viceroy as ‘‘the hero of the Afghan war.”

HOW HE EARNED HIS PEERAGE.

But a greater was of the kind was still
to come, For scarcely had the ink on the
(Treaty of Gundamuk become dry when
that instrument was ‘‘torn inte bloody
shreds’ by the murder of Sir Louls Cavag-
nari and all the members of his mission at
Kabul. Whatever the rights and WTongs
of our Afghan policy, the massacre of our
mission loudly called for rettibution. And
jthe work ef avenging so foul and treacher-
,0us an outrage was entrusted to Sir Fred-
erick Robefts, whose appeintment. to the
task was again hailed with general acelam-
ation—especially by the private soldiers,
whose personal devotion to “Litle Bobs'
was 80 intense that they would have cheer-
fully! follewed him to the infernal regions.
. Roberts’ objective was again Kabul, which
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! > @ brief rest he rode
ﬁﬁg‘g&s ‘in ‘succession, be-
ginning  with the Gordons, whose list of

e was here recelved

ed, so to speak, when, after the war was
over, Roberts tame to England and re-
ceived the thanks of both houses of parlia-
ment, a peerage from the Queen and other
honors innumerable.

When, ‘a few years later, Mandalay was

operations _to a ssfal | issu :

verse of Majuba, Roberts was selected as
the avenging angel, and Jucky it was for
the Boers that peace had been concluded
‘before the conqueror of Kandahar had
time to reach their plains. -

In 1885 Lierd Roberts exchanged the com-
mand -of the Madras army for the post of
commander-in-chief in India; and no soon-
er had he thuos succeeded to his old Abys-
sinian and Afghan comrade-in-arms than he
addressed himself with all the indomitable
energy of his nature to th: work of army
reform, as well as of perfecting the de-
fences of the Empire—especially on the
northwest frontier, establishing a series of
fortified positions which, if mnot impreg-
nable, at least rendered an invasion from
the north (Russia) hopelessly arduous.

In hig dealings with the British and na.
tive armies he touched only to improve.
Like Lord Napier of Magdala, too, Rob-
erts has, been par excellence, the soldier’s
friend, so that Tommy Atkins has con-
'ceived an almost ldolatrous affection for
the chief, referred to in every barrack room
as “Bobs, God bless him!” Never was the
departure of an Indian official more mourn-
ed and regretted, as well by the English as
the native population. As representinz the
latter at a valedictory banquet, the Mahar-
ajah, Sir Pertab Singh, said he ‘but
echoes the wish of all the princes and
people in India, they they may soon see
Lord Roberts return as .viceroy.” “No
commander-in-chief in any country,” said
the Maharajah of Kapurthala at a ban-
quet (with sword of honor) given by the
city " of London, ‘has ever attained the
popularity which Lord Roberts possesses
among the people of all classes.”

But India’s loss in her commander-in-
chief was Ireland’s gain, as it will proba-
bly be England’s when.Lord Wolseley re-
tires from the Horse Guards—England,
whose most conspicuous and loudly cheer-
ed subject in the Diamond Jubilee proces-
sion of the Queen was “Little Bobs” on
the snow white palfrey which had carried
him on his ever-memorable march from
Kabul to Kandabar.

WOUNDS THAT WON WIVES.

Part 'That the Bullet Has Played in
Love Affairs.

Not long ago a young fellow of good fam-
ily thought to assuage the pangs of dis-
appointed love by the active duties of a
soldier’'s life. He enlisted: his regiment
was ordered to South Africa, and was
among those that opposed the Boers at
Glencoe, Not many hours later the young
lady who had 'been the cause of his leav-
ing home read his name among the list of
wounded, and was so horrified at the re-
sult of her rejection of her lover that,
smitten with remorse, she at once tele-
graphed her regret and accepted hha for
her husband. Let us hope that such a pret-
:{ romance will reach a happy consumma-

on.

A young artisan proposed to the daugh-
ter of a well-to-do Birmingham tradesman,
and was contumeliously shown the door by
her parents. In a fit of despair he joined
the army and served through the Afghan
campaign, where he was go badly wounded
as to necessitate a re-entry into civil life.
Unable, on account of his Injury, to follow
his old occupation, he obtained the post
of attendant on an invalid gentleman, who,
on his decease, left him sufficient money
to buy a share in the business of thn wery
man who some time before had refused
him the hand of his daughter, But who
now was only too glad to reconsider his
determination.

During an engagement in the France Ger-
man war, a Frenchman, named Pinet, was
left for dead upon the fleld, where he was
found later by the Germans, who having,
that his life might be saved, amputated
both legs, bore him away prisoned into the
Fatherland, Here he attracted the notice
of a rich widow, who mourned the memory
of a husband whose valor against the Aus-
trians a few years previously had:entailed
a similar mutilation. Sentiment begat love,
and when the war was ended Pinet became
the widow’s second choice.

A certain non-commissioned officer,
whose slim proportions had evoked the
contempt of her whom he would have fain
called wife, received such a severe wound
during the Hgyptian campaign that active
service siw him no more. But it is an iI!
wind that blows no one any good, for the
sedentary life that he was now obliged to
lead was so conducive to the formation of
adipose tissue that he rapidly found favor
in the lady’s sight, and within the year be-
came a happy bridegroom. :

A certain officer much courted by soclety,
a perfect paragon for good looks and valor,
but of very limited means, sighed after the
daughter of a noble house, to whom, how-
ever, he never dared breathe his 'ave,
About this time war with Russia broke out,
and our hero went with his regiment to the
Crimea, where he received a terrible wound
that meant life-disfigurement,

On his return the lady, whom he had lov-
ed in secret,-sought him out, and said that,
although she had long known his feelings
towards herself, only his honorable misfor-
tune could have wrung from her the con-
fession that they were reciprocated. The
gnmarriage, which was soon after celebrated,
was fraught with every happiness.

/A laughable episode occurred during the
late war between America and Spain. Miss
Anna Botchen. whose heartless conduct had
driven her lover, Silag K. Beel, to. volun-
teer for active service, was horrified to see
his name among the wounded. She at
once wrote him a letter full of contrition
and sorrow, promising him marriage im-
mediately on his return. Soon came an an-
swer from her lover, saying that it was
not he but another Silas B. Beel who had
been wo d., Angered' that she had thus
‘been tricked, as she termed it into
ly displaying her feelings, she sought out
the Simon Pure, whom she not only nursed
back Tnto convalescence, but, despite her

lover’s entreaties, ultimatély took for her
husband.—TH-Bits. .- - - °
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Sch-nn-r Cox

'Returns to Port With Fore-top-
. mast Gear Carrled Away as
Result of Storm.

Scarcity of Sailing Vessels on
Sound--City of London Due
From the Orient.

The boisterous weather prevailing oft
Cape Flattery at this season of the year
is interfering to some extent with the
sealing schooners in their coast opera-
tions. The Sadie Turpel was the first
to meet with a mishap while wrestling
with a howling gale off stormy Flattery
a few days ago and yesterday morning
the Carlotta G, Cox, Capt. Le Blang,
returned: to port in a hardly desirable
condition. When about 15.miles south-
west of the Cape on Friday last the Cox
was struck by a sguall which carried
away her fore-topmast gear, npeess»tat—
ing her return to port for repairs. The
damage will be made good at once and
the schooner leave again in a few days.

A SCARCITY OF VESSELS,

Sound Shippers Complain of the Lack
of Sufficient Tonnage.

Tacoma shippers complain of a lack
of vessels to handle the export trade
from that port. The Ledger says: ‘It
is estimated that there are fifteen full
cargoes of wheat in the Tacoma e}evat—
ors,, yet there is not a grain ship in ”Ehe
harbor now that can take a cargo. The
lumber situation is but liftle better, ow-
ing to the big demand for ships in the
trade with the Orient, Hawaii, South
Africa, Australia and Europe. The Rus-
sian government is trying to place an
order for sine million feet of lumber
for delivery at Viadivostock next spring,
and the Chinese imperial railways are
after ten million feet, but one mill dare
not take the orders, because of the
searcity of tonnage and the high charter
rates.

CITY OF LONDON DUE.

New Freighter of the N; P. Line Ex-
pected from Oriental Ports,

The big stegm freighter of the North-
ern Pacific line is expected hourly to ar-
rive from Oricntal ports, being now out
16 days. Capt. Roe, of the City of Dub-
lin, which was here a few days ago, says
the City of London is a fairly fast travel-
ler, so she will probably be showing up
pretty soon. There is a large quantity of
freiggt awaiting her at Tacoma, so she
will have a full cargo on the return trip.
A portion of her outward freight will
consist of flour from the Puget Sound
flouring mills,

BETTER AUSTRALIAN SERVICE.

Bid Called for Faster Service from San
Francisco to Sydney.

A Washington despatch says the Unit-
ed States postal authe«ities have signed
a call for bids for furnishing improved
mail service between San Francisco and
Sydney, N.S.W., for an optional term of
either five or ten years, beginning No-
vember 1, 1900, under the subsidy act of
1891, The chief significance of the action
is the substitution of vessels of Ameri-
can register in.the Pacific service, the en-
largement of the service to seventeen
outward trips per year instead of four-
teen and an expected saving of four days
in the passage, thus, in connection with
expedited railway mail service, making
the shortest route possible between Syd-
ey, New York and London. Bids,
which are to be received until March 31
next, must provide for steamers of the
second class, of not less than 5,00 tons
nor less than sixteen knots speed, and
stops are tv be made at Honolulu, Ha-
waii, Apai, Samoa, and such other points
as the postmaster-general may select.

OCEAN LOG RAFTING.

San Francisco Company Commence Op-
erating from British Columbia
Ports.

It is mnderstood that the Robertson
Log Raft Company ,which built a raft
at Puget Sound last summer and suc-
ceeded in towing it to this port, will move
to British Columbia in case congress for-
bids log rafting on this Coast and under-
take to send some big rafts to China and
Japan, says the San Francisco Chronicle.
In speaking of the matter a northern
lumberman is quoted as saying in an ex-
change: “Should they engage in such
an undertaking the risk and danger will
be greatly incressed. In the opinmion of
niarine men with whom I have talked,
it would be a hazardous undertaking,
even in calm weather, for the entire voy-
age. But in rough weather a raft the
size it would probably be built, floating
about in the open sea where thousands
of vessels are piloting their way in dark-
ness and storm, would be a positive men-,
ace to life and property. -It.is not at ai}
“improbable that the matter will be taken
up with: the Canadian government frem
this side, and'if* dog ‘rafting is.to be
broken in the United States ports an
effort “be made to have the same
thing done in Canada.” : -

| From the B. C. Review, London, Dec. 9.

Place at ]
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THE HALL MINES REPORT.
Working Property Reports to English
Shareholders Blighting Influence

15,98 Bight Hour Law

To those who have followed our re-
marks as occasion offered, concerning
the operations of this company, no sur-
prise will be felt thay dividends are to
be postponed this year, but to many of
the shareholders the annual report will,
we are afraid, be a keen disappointment.
No doubt there are yaestions regarding
the company which those attending the

meeting on Thursday should press for
explanation, ‘but -this much can be said
in extenuation of the poor results, the
directors have been handicapped; first,
by the protracted length of the winter,
and, secondly, by the disorganization of
the labor market consequent upon the
new law constituting a miner’s day.
These undoubtedly are two points which
it is. essential should be borne in mind,
as they have been mowc important fac-
tors in controlling and limiting the pro-
gress of development. In point of fact,
the Hall Mines have done better during
the past year than in the previous period,
the gross profit to the end of September
last being £28,800; which, if practically
identical with the profit of a year ago,
would have been greater had it not been
for the drawbacks mentioned. The pres-
ent available balance is £30,000, com-
pared with £29,000 a year ago. Only
half of the amount offered in debentures
was subscribed, and while the interest
thereon as mow deducwed from revenue
is less than if the required amount had
been raised, it is a fair assumption that
the company might have done hetter had
it had the full £50,000 to employ. With
the exception of £9,000 which is carried
over, the available profits have been ap-
plied as follows: £3,367 written off for
depreciation, £10,277 for cost of develop-
ment-work prior to October 1, 1898, and
£3,470, the amount expended on the True
Blue and other copper claims, the results
from which’ have failed to bear out the
expectations of the superintendent and
which have therefore been abandoned.
The directors report that work at both
the mine and smelter has mecessarily
been of an intermittent character, and
consequently it ~has been impossible to
carry out the plans sketched out by Mr.
Hardman as closely as the board intend-
ed to have done, Only a comparatively
small amount of ore was taken from be-
low the main tunnel No. 5, and further
the superintendent’s anticipations of out-
put from the Kootenay Bonanza were
far from realized, the amount actually
taken out having been restricted, in con-
sequence of the protracted winter pre-
venting surface mining, to 3,000 tons,
which, however, materially aided in the
carrying on of development work in other
parts of the mine. “Having regard to
these unforeseen contingencies, and es-
pecially the complications in the labor
market, which have caused the closing
of so many mines in the district, the
board are of opinion that it is'a matter
for congratulation that work has been
kept going on, although in so restricted
a measure, and that the result of the
vear’s working as a whole is by no means
unsatisfactory.””’ As ‘lead smelting
promises to be ‘an important branch of
the company’s business in the near fu-
tyre, and the board have had alterations
made in the large smelter which will
admit ‘of its being used for that pur-
pose, as well as the smaller one if re-
quired, it is reasonable to expect when
the mines in the district resume work
that a large and profitable smelting busi-
ness in this direction will be done by ‘the
works. As the Nelson Coke and Gas
Company required additional land, amd
offered the company, as an inducement
to sell, to supply it with cheaper coke,
the board decided to sell them a biock
of land containing about two acres for
$5,000. A portion of this sum, subject
to the consent of the trustees for -the
debenture holders, will be invested in the
purchase of adjoining land from the C.
P. R. which is mow held under lease
from that company, with an option of
buying at the rate of $500 per acre, within
a prescribed period, and wktich, in the
opinion of the board, it is now desirable
to acquire the freehold of as soon as
practicable. ‘That seems to be a wise
decision. = The board have not lost sight
of the desirability of opening up the
Koh-i-noor, Daylight and other claims on
Toad Mountain, but without more capital
at command that work must perforce re-
main in abeyance until the development
of the Silver King to the tenth level has
been accomplished.

THE LAST RITES.

Large Attendance at the Funerals
Which Ocurred Yesterday After-
: noon.

The funeral of the late Felix Leslouis
took place yesterday afternoon from the
residence of Mr. A, Bord and the Roman
Catholic cathedral, the Rey. Father All-
thoff officiating there and at Ross Bay
cemetery. The following gentlemen
acted as pall bearers: Messrs, AE. Mec-
Donald, John McTiernan. T. M. Bray-
shaw, C. ‘A, Lombard, J. Coigdarippe,
A. Casanava, There were many old time
friends of the deceased present.

The funeral of the late William John
Craigie took place yesterday from his
mother’s residence, Yates street, where
services were held by the Rev. Dr.
Campbell, the following gentlemen serv-
ing as pallbearers: Messrs. A. L. Proc-
tor, R. Johnson, F, Hurd, F. Savage.
W. Mould. W. Scoft. At the final rm

face at Ross Bay the impressive: :
Y was read ‘by Sub Chief
Ranger-A, E. Greenwood in the

order. and spmpathizing

of a large number of members of the
s

Suel
;::d:p. increases your weight, gives health,

By Assoclated Press.

Cape Henz‘y,ﬁr_ Va., Dec. 24 —The

| weather bureau officials at Hatteras, N.

0., report that the British stéamship
Norfolk, for coal, stranded on Ocracoke
beach, six miles south of the Hatteras
weather bureau office, at 4 o’clock this
morning.

The steamship carried a crew of 30
men; of whom 21 took to the boats soon
after she wstranded. The boats were
wrecked in the heavy, seas, and the en-
tire 21 were drowned. Capt. Barnes

' and the remaining eight men were taken
from the ship to-day by the crew of the
life-saying station. The rescue was ef-

| fected ‘with dificulty owing to the heavy
“I'sea, the landing’ taking up almost the

entire day.

THE HOMBE OF THE HOLLY.

More Famed in En—gl;md Than in Other
Countries and Known Among
the Druids.

Holly is in every way a beautiful,
charming unique plaut, and certainly one
of the most notably fine evergreen that
come yearly to cheer Christmas, perhaps
the most glorious of them all. Allthough
it- does not grow large in this country,
it makes immense hedges and splendid
trees in England. t'amous hedges are
on record that were stout walls of holly
twenty feet high and thick in proportion,
mocking equally the weather, beast‘s, or
men trying to break through it, glitter-
ing with its spined and varnished leaves
and brilliant all over with its natural
coral. Many holly trees in England and
Scotland attain a stature of forty-feet,
and ‘verging on fifty, with trunks three
or four feet in diameter, with such a
spread of branches that Pliny says the
one tree looked like a small wood; and
he refers to ‘a holly in Rome that had a
brass plate affixed to it, afirming it to
be older than Rome itself, or over 800
years, and three others he mentions crgd-
ited with 1,200 years, and still standing
in Pliny’s time.
The plant is as hardy as it always is,
majestic in manner and size, if such an
expression may be used of a tree. vIt
will grow in almost any kind of situation
or soil in whidh it can fix a root. Cold
spguty clay and till, poor, hot, sandy,
gravelly, rocky ground, spongy soxl,. or
boggy, to all it takes kindly, as if saying,
spoil me of life who can; and it can dis-
pense with- a considerable share of light
on occasion, thriving well under the drip-
pings and shadows of large trees, where
some other evergreens barely survive at
all. As for its appearanmce, common as
it is, it i® never common, any more than
men are common because they are mul-
titudihous; for one almost may say _tln_x}t
every spray and notably characteristic,
owing to its caprmiciously twisting leaves:
and as for the look of the plant as a
whole, it plays, so to speak, a character
part in the theater of the vegetable crea-
tion, and an exquisite as well as original
part, with its white flowers in spring on
the new branches, its charming winter
fruit of coral berries shining from the
unique and glistening foliage which: no
insect attacks, inflexible, angular, spiny,
and wilful leaves having a decided char-
acter not easily described, but including
a dash of imperturbable humor. ;
Its appearance earned it, from ancient
times, the distinction of being regarded
as typical of the mission of Jesus, the
prickle of the leaf, the bitterness of the
bark, and the blood red berry being con-
ceived to be images of his sufferings. It
is on record that the early Christians at
Rome adorned their houses with holly
at Christmas; but so did the Druids dress
with it their dwellings during winter in
some kind of recognition of the sylvnp
spirits, and likely from this custom it
came direetly into our Christmas deco-
rations. It has sacred uses among the
Parsees, who have a legend, moreover,
that the sun never throws any shadow
from the holly.
Ine folklore it. bears a part curious for
its masculine quality, appearing indeed in
the carols as a merry-men-evergreen,
“bearing the crown,” “fierce and jolly”’—
so the carols say—in contrast with the
ivy which is a maiden evergreen; though
in some carol lore the holly is made to
do homage to the ivy as the stronger.
Jut in general the holly stands for
strength, prudence, foresight, coolness, in
the symbolisms of folklore, which ex-
plains its presence in the refrain of
Amiens’ song in “As You Like It.”—
Heigh ho! sing heigh ho! unto the green
Holly;

Most friendship is feigning, most loving
mere; folly;

Then heigh ho! the Holly! This life is
most jolly!

It is curious in connection with this
masculine and defiant tone attaching to
the holly in the people fancies, that be-
ing used for divination in  romance,
touching marriage hopes, nevertheless
only certain leaves, high on the" plant,
which are devoid of prickles, are used,
and, curiously these are called the “she
holly.” These must be gathered on F'ri-
day at midnight in a three-cornered hand-
kerchief. From the getting out in search
of them till the next day at dawn not a
word must be spoken—so much as a
chance syllable utterly breaks the charm
‘and turns all the enterprise to nothing.
Being brought home, nine leaves must
be chosen, tied up in the handkerchief
with nine knots, and so placed under the
pillow. Then will the happy dreamer
behold. in vision the futnre husband or
wife. ”

Only these special leaves called the she
holly ean be used, for it is ciurious that
in folklore only the feminine is the di-
vining element. Ivy, which has the fe-
male role, is in particular the plant of
soothsaying virtue, and@ when the holly
is to be used for divining the use is con-
fined to certain leaves that present some
excuse for a feminine name. Women
rule in the supernatural. How to eon-
sider the fact may be difficult, how to
deal with it may be still more difficult;
but certainly it is curious to find it se in-
genigusly reproduced in the folklore of
our most splendid-Christmas evérgreen.

© General Debility and .a “ran-down™ state
calls for a ‘general  tonic to the system.
The D. & L. Emulsion. uilds

by Davis & Lawrence Co., Ltd. -~
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Thirty days after date we intend to apply
to the Hon. the Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works for permission to lease
the following described tract of land on
Norcher Island, Coast district, for 21 years
for cannery purposes:

Commencing at a post marked D.S M. op-
posite Grace Island, thence west 20 chaius,
thence south 40 chains, thence east 20
chains, thence north following shore line
to point of commencement, containing 80
acres more or less.

D. S. MORRISON,

SAMUEL JACKSON,

A. G. HARRIS.
Victoria, B.C,, December 5th, 1899.

Notice is hereby given. that application
will be made to the legisiative assembly
of the Province of British Columbia, at its
next session, for an act to incorporate a
company with the following powers:

To carry on every description of com-
mercial and financial business; to organize
and promote joint stock companies and to
take shares or other interest in such com-
panies; to direct and manage the business
and undertakings of such companies, and
to make and carry into effect arrange-
ments for the amalgamation of any com-
pany or individual earrying on similar un-
dertakings; to borrow money for the pur-
poses of the company, and to pledge or
mortgage any of the company’s assets for
that purpose; to purchase and acquire all
kinds of personal effects, and to act gener-
ally as bailees of all kinds. of securities
and personal property; to receive moncy
upon deposit; to act as trustees for indiv
iduals, estates, companies, corporations and
governments; to acquire privileges, fran-
chises and concessions by grant, purchase
or otherwise from any corporations or guv-
ernment; to guarantee by bond or other-
wise, any securities or debentures of any
corporation or government; to lend mnoney
upon the security of and to purchase and
sell real estate; to lend and invest money
upon security; to negotiate loans for in-
dividuals, corporations and governments;
to deal in moneys and securities; to act as
agents for individuals, companies, corpor-
ations and governments, and to acgtire
powers necessary, conducive or incidental to
ecarry out any of the above objects.
Dated at Victoria, the 30th -day of

ember, 1899
BODWELL & DUFF,
Solicitors for the Applicants.

Nov-

LAND REGISTRY ACT.

IN THE MATTER of the “Land Registry
Act,” and in the matter of the application
of Marion Henrietta Baker, of the City of
Victoria, Province of British Columbia, for
a Certificate of Indefeasible Title to all
that plece or parcel of land situate
in the City of Vietoria, and being Lot
Sixty-five '(65) and part of Lot Sixty-six
(66), Yates Estate, forming part of Section
Ten (10) Vietoria District, and containing
twelve eg (12) more or less, %

NOTIC, j hereby given that it is my in-
tention sue a Certificate of Indefeasi-
ble Titl the above lands to Marion Hen-
rietta er on the 27th day of January,
1000, unless in the meantime a valid ob-
jection thereto be made to me in writing
by some person having an estate or interest
tkerein, or in some part thereof. -

8. Y. WOOTTON.
Registrar General.
Lund Registry Office, Vietoria, B. C.,
25th October, 1899,

B. C. STEAM DYE WORKS.

141 Yates St., Victoria.

Ladies’ and Gents’ garments and
household furnishings cleaned. dyed or
pressed equal to new,

Mrs. Gilllhan, wife of Dr. Allen Frincis
Gillihan, resident physician of the French
Hogpital of San Franclsco, arrived in this
city Sunday morning. Mrs. Gillihan In-
tends spending the winter with her par-

ents, Mr, and Mrs. Eli Harrlgou-. er,

i
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Tees Ariives from Skagway—
" Last of the Sealing
Fleet Away.
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The various transportation companies
operating from Victoria, = the Sound
ports and San Francieco are now com-
vinced that there will be a tremendous
rush to Cape Nome in the spring, the
number of inguiries being received from
Eastern points being simply phenomenal.
1t is mnoficially learned that the steam-
ers -runming direct to Nome from Vic-

' senger cargd when sailing
ips, the 1st of - next,
cl per ton fo ht and 2
hoagn.sm‘Smne of the representatives of
the local companies interested are of the
opinion that there will be a great scar-
city of steamers to handle the traffic.
"The White Pass & Yukon railway com-
pany expect to get a considerable share
of the Nome-bound traffic, believing that
many will prefer to go to Dawson via
Skagway, and from the latter point go
down the Yukon to Nome. From San
Franeisco it is learned that many vessels
are being chartered, and. the stampede
will probably be as great as during the
first of the Klondike excitement. The
J. S. Kimball Company will be early in
the field. They are to run six steamers
to Nome, Cape York, Port Clarence and
Safety Harbor, via St.- Michael. The
] vessels are the Aloha, Sequoia, Noyo,
| Albion, Bessie K. and the fine new
\ocean steamer John 8. Kimball. The
latter is mow nearing completion, and
will make her maiden voyage to the gold
fields. She will carry 500 passengers
and 1,500 tons of freight, and will sail
April 25. The other vessels will follow
every week or ten days. The Pacific
Steam Whaling Company, the Alaska
Commereial Company, the Pacific Coast
Steamship Company and the Alaska Ex-
ploration Company are also getting ready
for the rush, and during the spring there
will be a dearth of vessels in the caqast-
ing trade in comsequence. A company
is being organized at Tacoma with a
capital of $200,000 to build a landing
place at Cape Nome, at which point all
vessels had great difficulty in discharging
their cargoes last season. A huge float-
ing dock 8 to be constructed large
enough for two steamships to lie alorg-
side. It will be anchored firmly one mile
from shore. From the floating dock to
the shore a line of caissons is to be sunk
to bedrock, and upon these will - be
stretched a cable that, will convey a sys-
tem of surf buckets between it and the
shore. To prevent the water undermin-
ing the caissons, piles are to be driven,
and then to make them stable they will
be filled with rock. It is reported that
the charge for landing freight will be
about $5 per ton. The Tacoma Barge
Company also proposes to furnish a land-
ing and floating warehonse by anchoring
off shore their immense barge Skookum,
which has a capacity of 6,000 tons. She
will be towed to Nome at the opening of
navigation. :
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RELEASING TRANSPORTS,

The searcity of tonnage complained of
by some of the Sound exchanges will
be remedied to some extent by the re-
leasing im a few days of a large number
of transports engaged by the United
States government in the service to Phil-
ippine ports. All the transports under
charter are being returned to their own-
ers as fast as they arrive at San Fran-
cisco from Manila. Possibly a few that
have been fitted to ecarry horses will
be retained in the service, The trans-
port fleet will soon consist of vessels
owned by the government and the horse
carriers that are under charter. There
are now twenty-seven transports on’ the
way from Manila, It is expected that
twenty will sail again as general com-
merce earriers after their arrival. All
of the ehartered vessels are receiving
from $500 to $1,000 a day.

BGG ISLAND LIGHT.

D. G. 8. Quadra is expected back from
an inspection of conditions at Egg is-
land lighthouse, Queen Charlotte Sound,
on Saturday evenimg next. The trip
would under ordinary circumstances be
made in somewhat gquicker time, but
Capt. Walbran has instructions from
Capt. Gaundin, agent of the marine and
fisheries department, which permit him
to proceed slowly on the voyage, should
he comsider it advisable to do so. The
steamer Tees which arrived from north-
ern ports - yesterday Tteported ‘having
noticed that KEgg island light was oper-
ating as susual when she passed, so it
is possible the trouble may have only
been a elight nfishap to the machinery
operating the lights. During the present
year the Quadra has made seven trips to
Egg island, which is not so completely
isolated from civilization as might be
inferred from the tenor of the first item
referring to the matter,

THE SBALING FLEET.

The sealing schooners Teresa aqnd
Annie B. Paint sailed on the Southern
cruise yesterday. The Dora Sieward,
Favorite and Hatzie are expected to get
away at an early hour to-day. The
Ainoka and Beatrice will also sail some
time this week, leaving the Victoria,
Zillah May, Carlotta G. Cox and Sadie
Turpel the only schooners in port which
intend going out this season. The two
former will clear for sea the early part
of next week; but the Cox and the
Turpel may be delayed a few days in
order to effect necessary repairs.

— e

SBALS DO NOT SUFFER.

Professor Ctark ILearnedly Contendsi:

That Burning Holes in Their Backs
Does Not Cause Any Pain.

Professor George 0. Clark, secretary
to President Jordan of Stanford Univer-
sity, -has taken it upon himself to make
reply to the charges of barbarous cruelty
preferred against the American seal
branders by Collector A. R, Milne, C. M.
G.. of this eity. 4
. “It is amusing,” said Professor Clark
in a published interview, * to notice that
when the shoe begins. to pinch they im-
mediately. set mp their cry. ! Collector
- Milpe is exietly right in his statements.
The branding is done to destroy the skins
and harass the Canadian sealers. There
¥ no maffering whatever, The seal has

ousand pups starved to death on the
islands, their mothers having been killed
by Camadian sealers.” :

LOCAL NEWS.

Fifty Years Together.—Out in Lake
distriet on Saturday evening last = the
many friends of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander
celabrated Christmas and a golden wed-
ding coincidently. = There was a large
and harmonious gathering of friends, to

f For the Horses’ Benefit.—A very in-
teresting programme is being arranged
for an entertainmeént to be given at the
Metchosin public hall on Friday evening
next, in aid of the fund to provide for
the erection of sheds for the horses and
carriages of those ‘attending churches or
meetings of any nature at Metchosin.
W e i

Goldstream School Closes.—The Gold-
stream public school closed for the holi-
days on Friday last, when the rooms
were very tastefully decorated for the
closing exercises, consisting of songs,
recitations, dialogues, etc., and many
parents and friends attended. A 'Christ-
mas tree well laden with toys and more
useful gifts for the children was pro-
vided by the teacher; and short ad-
dresses were given by the trustees and
other interested visitors, all testifying to
the very efiicient manner in which Miss
A. 8. Johmston has performed her re-
sponsible duties since taking charge of
the school.

M eI A

Died at Christmas.—Numerous friends
and acquaintances throughout the prov-
ince will learn with regret of the death,
in North Saanich, of William Henry
Thistle, for some years engaged in the
saloon business in this city, and since
then ome of the representative farmers
of Victoria district, his home being on
Cadboro Bay road, near the agricultural
hall. Mr. Thistle’s death 'was quite un-
expected. About two weeks ago he re-
moved to North Saanich, being at that
time in comparatively good health, al-
though an invalid for several years. He
as a native of Ireland, aged 78 years,
nd leaves -a widow and two sons. The
funeral will be conducted by the I, O.
Oy F. to-morrow afternoon, the inter-
meént being at Ross Bay cemetery.

AP M T S

Practical Benevolence.—The Salvation
Army shelter and industrial wood yard
has now been in operation again for
ithree or four weeks, and Adjutant G. A.
Dodd, the officer in charge, hopes that
citizens will not forget the practical ef-
forls the Army is putting forth in this
direction to relieve deserving cases of
need, and patronize the yard. As has
been explained im the Colonist before,
the Army officials do not encourage men-
dicants, When am able-bodied person
applies to them for assistance, he is at
once given food or shelter, but he ig re-
quired to work for what he gets. A fair
value is set upon his work, and the
wood that he cuts is for sale at current
prices. Latterly there have been numer-
ous applicants to the Army officers for
work of amy Kkind, and these officers
would be glad to have the names and
addresses of any citizens.who are willing
to give employment to men to whom the
fates have been unkind,.and who only
ask the opportunity to earn an honest
living. There are at present an average
of twelve applicants per night for lodg-
ing in the shelter.

ACGLHLEE LA A

-
Christmas at Telegraph Bay.—The cus-
tomary solitude of Telegraph Bay was
broken on Saturday evening last, when
‘ Sheltering Rock Villa,” the residence
of Mr. E. E. Green, superintendent of
the Giant Powder Works, was the scene
of @ very pleasant Christmas party, Mr.
and Mrs. Green entertaining the em-
ployees and their families. A very pretty
Christmas tree was the promiment feat-
ure of the evening, its unusual charac-
tenistic being that instead of the candy
bags generally used for the holding of
sweets, dynamite cartridges bearing the
firm stamp were employed, having every
appearance of the genuine article, but in
reality no more dangerous than candy al-
ways is. The tree was well laden with
pretty and useful gifts for all present,
and Mr, S. Copeland assumed the role
of Santa Claus. After the denuding of
the tree wad# completed, he made a wvery
neat little speech, in which he presented
Mr. and Mrs. Green with a handsome
silver water service, a gift from the com-
pany's employees at the works. Mr.,
Green was so thoroughly and genuinely
surprise that it was some minutes ere he
found words in which to adequately
voice his thanks and appreciation. Re-
freshments were served during the even-
ing, and several hours passed pleasantly
in games, music and conversation.
S B PO

Christmas Weddings.—Among the sev-
eral young couples who celebrated
Christmas by uniting their fortunes for
better or worse were Mr. W. Devereux
and Mrs. Mary Hall, and Mr. Harry
Stoke and Miss Lizzie Deakin, the bride-
groom at the latter wedding being a
prosperous young -rancher of Manitoba.
The Stoke-Deakin marriage was solem-
nized by Right Rev. Bishop Cridge, at
the home of the bride, Mr, Thomas
Deakin acting as best man and Miss
Grace Marion as bridesmaid. The nup-
tials of Mr. Devereaux and Mrs. Hall
were celehrated yesterday morning at St.
Andrew’s (R. C.) cathedral, Rev. Father
Nicolaye officiating. Miss Gillis, a sis-
ter of the bride, supported her at the
altar, while the groom was attended by
Mr. M. F. Hennelley.

Another Christmas Bride.—At the resi-
dence of Mr. E. A, Wolff last evening
Right Rev. Bishop Cridge performed the
interesting ceremony that made Miss
Fannie Leech, daughter of the late Peter
Leech of this city, another of the Christ-
mas brides, the husband of her choice
being Mr. William Felker. of Cariboo.
The bride wus given away by Mr. Wolff
and attegdvd by Mitx;:l Mayth:‘zolﬂ, Mr.
George Snider supporting groom,
The bridal gown was of rich Duchesse
silk, appropriately trimmed, and the bride
wore .As ornaments a magnificent dia-
mond mnecklace, pin  and. . pendant—ithe
gifts of the groom. Mr. and Mrs. Felker
will spend their honeymoon in California.

P e A e

Chief Bheppard was out yestecday. al-
though still very ill.

Sk 2

For Four Days.

Rich Diggings Found on
the indian River.

. After ¥ very rough trip from Skag-
way the steamer Tees, Capt. Gosse, ar-
rived yesterday noon with 15 passengers,

Those who came to Victoria were J. N.
Dick and wife, Oapt. A. F. Woodhouse
and wife, Dr. C. B.:Scharschmidt and
wife, C. M, Larsen, B. F. Sherman, J.
Patterson, W. Dougherty, P. Hensen,
W. Sandails; and from Skeena Capt. F.
P. Armstrong, J. Hilton and M. Hilton.
The Tees was a little late in arriving,

| owing to the fact that she waited three

from Dawson, 23 bags coming down.
No train was run for four days on the
White Pass & Yukon railway, traffic

being blocked by a very severe snow and
wind storm which lasted from the 18th
to the 22pd inst. To make matters
worse the engines which were pushing
the rotary snow plough were buried in a
snow slide, the removal of the snow
from the track releaving that on the
mountain sides. The engines and plough
were damaged. The engines were buried
beneath about twelve feet of snow. For-
tunately no one was hurt, although the
passengers were greatly inconvenienced,
food having to be taken up to them by
teams, Some walked back to Skagway.
One of the latter, P. Oregon, was found
in a snowshed with his face and hands
badly frozen. A Skagway paper refer-
ring to the accident said:

‘“The train on which the passengers
came fromn Bennett followed the rotary
and was pushed by two engines. When
the plough was a mile south of the
switehback it cut out the lower part of
the accumulated face of snow on the
mountain side.  This . loesened. the
mass above, snd it come down with a
rugh, burying the plough and the loco-
motives out of sight. ‘The passenger
train behind swas mot touched by the
slide. There was fifteen feet of snow in
the cut.

“Those who walked from the blockad-
ed train report that the snow was two
feet deep on an average all along the
line. After the rotary had been freed
from the bank which buried her, she
struck a boulder hidden in the snow,
and of its twenty steel knives only sev-
en were left. Food was secured by the
stormbound people at the rate of 50
cents for a cup of coffee and sandwich
on the train.

‘““The operator at Glacier reports that
one immense avalanche swept down the
mountain covering 850 feet of the track
and taking out five telegraph poles and
prostrating the wires. Trees twelve
inches were observed in the slide, and it
is not known what else may be under
the surface, and what is the condition
of the track. The slide covers the track
five to twenty feet deep.

“The Dawson wires have been down a
week. That this wire has been paying
is shown by the statement by one well
in touch with the business of the lime,
that the receipts for the first two months
it was in operation amounted to $13,000.”

Augunst Wiltschko was instanitly killed
while going to Juneau. He missed his
footing and fell over a cliff. His body
was frightfully mangled.

Wages are getting lower in Dawson,
men now working for $5 a day and
board. IL.ots of men can be had at these
wages.

“Swiftwater Bill” Gates led another
stampede to a branch of the Indian river,
which is said to be very rich.

pRESR I CELNEEY R CE AT

COL. BAKER’S RETURN.

Member for East Kootenay South Tells
of Visit to His Constituency
En Route.

From Vancouver. News Advertiser.

Col. James Baker, M. P. P. for the
south riding of East Kootenay, arrived
in the city yesterday from the Bast.
Since last in Vancouver Col, Baker has
been in the Old Country, from where he
arrived at Montreal a few weeks ago.
Since then he has taken the journey
westward in easy stages, and stayed for
some days in Cranbrook and Fernie, in
East Kootenay. He looks in the best
of health, and declares that the visit
was one of the pleasantest of his life.
During his stay in England his son was
married, which eircumstance delayed him
some time longer than he would other-
wise have been.

Col. Baker began to talk at once of
the coal mines of Bast' Kootenay, when
asked yesterday afternoon regarding his
trip. He said that they were develop-
ing very rapidly, and the output from
the mines was now something like 800
tons per day. * This will shortly be ex-
tended to 1,200 tons per day,” explained
the Colonel, “ and as it is, our mines can-
not supply the demand throughout Koot-
enay and Montana. 'The coke is of first-
class quality, and -even if the output
were a great deal larger there would be
no trouble at all about finding a good
market for it. The towns of East
Kootenay are progressing very well, and
there is a general air of prosperity in the
district.

“1 wish yon would mention—it is a
matter abont which something should be
said—that ‘there is complaint of the in-
adequate school accommodation. The
school house and teaching staff at Fernie
are both deficient. Several fathers of
families have left the district because
they could not get school accommodation
for their children.

“So far as mining goes development
work "and prospecting as well in South
East Kootenay are in a very satisfac-
tory condition. With the exception of
the North Star and the St. Eugene
groups, few of the properties have so far
been developed sufficiently to be called
mines, but so far as work has gone, in
many cases it has met with very satisfac-
tory results, and especially in relation to
the important factor of dry ores. It is
in contemplation to erect a smelter and
probahly a refinery at Cranbrook, which,
being the ‘centre of the great groups of
mines in South Bast Kootenay, is the
natural position for a smelter and refin-
ing industry. /This would be a great
benefit to the mine-owners, as it would
naturally give them a greater price for
their ores in consequence of the saving
ip tramsportation. 1 found the mer-
chants at Fernie and Cranbrook well
satisfied with the progress of business,
; which has increased greatly during the
last six montha.

i “Iu the Old Country the great feature

Yukon Railway Blocked |

a few of whom were from Dawson.|

“|'days at Skagway for the train with mailsf g %’?‘"

CHILDREN TO PASTOR.
Parse and an Address Presented to Rev.
W. H. Barraclough by Children.

The Sunday school ‘éhiliren of the
Centennial Mzthodht church on Sunday
:mhg gei:entea Rev. W. H. B%-

eir pastor, with a purse
the following address: b
Rev. W. H. Barraclongh:

Christmas time brings with it a source
of pleasure and happiness to us all, and
more especially so to the children, for
at this time we expect and receive.gifts
from our parents and' friends h
makes us doubly happy., While we are
ﬂmlm happ ustinot forget

ne . § 3

they have dome for us and am
Among these is our good friend Mr. 8
riclough, who is held high in the esteem
of us all, not only as & man but as our
spiritual adviser and for the interest
which he takes in all the children and
for the object lessons to us in teaching
us the way to live for our Saviour; and
in consideration of aill the good you have
done for us, with the assistance of our
dear friend, Mr. Shakespeare, we have
gathered together a little token to pres-
ent to you on this occasion which we
ask you to accept on behalf of the Sun-
day school children. I now take the
pleasure in presenting you with the little
purse and its contents.’

Signed on behalf of the scholars of
the Centennial Sunday school.
BEATRICE WILLEY,
NETTIE JEEVES,

Dynamiters
In Chinatown.

Deliberate Attempt to Wreck the
Methodist Mission on
Fisgard Street.

Mystery Surrounds Dastardly
Deed--Police Working
in the Dark.

The city police have another mystery
on their hands, and one that—inasmuch
as the scene is laid in Chinatown ard
all the dramatis personae are Chinese—
presents numerous difficulties in its solu-
tion. Fortunately this latest puzzle for
the force does not hinge upon a murder,
but it is owing to the clumsiness of the
people whose identification the officers
are anxious to establish, rather than to
lack of intention, that this is mot the
case. Briefly an attempt to wreck the
Methodist mission church on Fisg’trd
street, by the use of an explosive bomb
constructed out of a piece of lead-piping,
was made during the Christmas eve ser-
vice, considerable damage being done to
the window .in which the explosive was
laid, but fortunately mo  one being in~
jured. The absence of apparent motive
constitutes one of the inexplicable feat-
ures of the strange case.

So far as kmown there has been mno
friction between the mission Chinese and
their fellow countrymen still walking in
the paths of heathen darkness. No
“tong’’ war is on in the quarter
either the police or their Chinese friends
have heard about, and the omnly explan-
ations that have thus far been suggested
in connection with Sunday night’s out-
rage are based upon the rival theories
that the deed was that of a dangerous
fanatic, or was aimed at the gratifica-
tion of a personal spite against some one
of the mission Chinese. The explosion
occurred at eight o’'clock Sunday night,
the mative clergyman being in the midst
of his Sunday evening discourse, and &
number of white ladies, friends of the
mission work, being included in the con-
gregation.

The first intimation that those within
the misison building received of the
threatening danger was when an explo-
sion shook the building, four panes of
glass in the window being shattered,
and pieces of metal raining down both
within and without.: Panic ensued and
for several moments more serious danger
was imminent through the crush of strug-
gling, chattering Chinese that blocked
the exit. Then, as the smoke cleared,
and an investigation was commenced it
was discovered that the bomb had been
placed on one of the window sills, pro-
vided with a time fuse it was supposed,
and on exploding did most damage down-
ward, although several pieces of piping
were thrown into the building.

Apparently a piece of pipe some/ six
inches in length had been filled with
ordinary sporting or blasting powder,
the ends being carefuliy sealed, and the
explosion shattering the framework of
the rude infernal machine, so that pieces
now in the possession of the police are
only from half to one inch in length, One
scrap of the metal seems to have struck
the wall and rebounded, bein% picked up
by Sergt. Hawton, who with Sergt. Red-
grave and two of the constables searched
the place shortly afterwards, at a dis-
tance of sixty feet from the exact scene
of the explosion. Another piece of hard-
ened lead 'was found imbédded three-
quarters of an inch in the window sill;
while a third had shattered the .slat
which holds the window m place from
the outside.

within the room, is takem to indicate

of the breaks of this second vehicle of
destructiion- indicating that it had been
only recently shattered. Possibly it was
thrown through the window at. about
the' same time that the fuse discharged
the lead-pipe bomb, The merchants of
Chinatown are as indignant as are the
mission folk, or the police, that such' a
disgraceful interference with the mission
work should have been perpetrated, and
promise to lend every assistance in
bringing the offenders. to justice.
B
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* blow at Weekly Meeting
of City Coun

No Deviation fromﬂlenem-nd
that Company Must Raise
: Half a Million.

sion by-law recéived a severe blow-at
last nightt's meeting of the city council—
that is; if the statements of Messrs.
Belyea and Remouf, who appeared on
‘behalf of the projeet, were intended to be
taken as final. Thoee gentlemen insisted
that the echeme might be considered
dead and buried if the by-law were made
to provide that the company should be
compelled tqQ have a paid-up capital of
$500,000 in hand before receiving aid
‘Victoria. = No alteration in this re-

" 'There were present His Worship the
Mayor and Aldermen Kinsman, Mac-
Gregor, Humphreys, Brydon, Beckwith,
Stewart, Hayward, Cameron and Wil-
liams. ;

Communications were received from
Messrs. Semlin, Cotton, McPhillips and
Helmecken, M. P. P.)s, acknowledging
receipt of the council’s recommendation
that the Indian reserve dispute be taken
ap and disposed of at the earliest pos-
sible. moment.

Miss Constance Thomas wrote from
Kingston-on-Thames, Eng., apprising the
corporation on what terms a series of
lectures on home nursing would be de-
livered in British Columbia cities in the
near future, Referred to finance com-
mittee for report. .

The city solicitor reported that the peti-
tion from the Johnson estate against the
proposed street improvements on Broad
street did not contain the necessary num-
ber of signatures and was therefore in-
effective.

F. J. Claxton complained of the poor
electric light on Fernwood road. Re-
ferred to electric light committee.

The Judgment Payment by-law was re-
considered and finally passed.

Before again going into committee on
the V. & 8. Extension by-law, Ald. Beck-
with moved that a fifteen minutes’ con-
ference be held with Messrs. A, L. Bel-
yea and C. E. Renouf, who were present
on behalf of the project. This being
agreed to, those gentlemen addressed the
meeting,

Mr. Belyea said there was considerable
comment as to who was behind the pro-
ject. - He could tell them—it was the
citizens of Vietoria who in May last had
appointed a committee to formulate the
scheme which woould provide (better
connection with the Mainland, and the
by-law was the resust. No one but the
citizens was behind it. ‘The only object
those who are interesting themselves in
the matter have in view is to give Vie-
toria good railway conmection with the
Mainland. It was mo use to insinuate
that somebody was going to make money
out of the project. If the by-law p

The Victoria & Sidney Railway Exten-
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a company will then be formed to push
the scheme to completion. The council
in the present by-law insisted that the
company shall have in its coffers the
sum of $500,000 in cash. He thought
thlxs most unfair, as any company with
this amount of money at its command
would not consult the council at all. As
the scheme stood at present, it might
drop right here if the council would not
modify its demands. = The promoters
felt that it was utterly impossible to go
ahead unless the scheme was modified.
If the council was determined to wrap
the project up in the restrictions which
were proposed, nothing further could be
done. None of the other municipalities
from which it was houped to obtain assist-
ance would have anything to do with the
scheme. It was absurd to propose that
a scheme costing $1,500,000 should be
compelled to have $1,000,000 in the
treasury before work was commenced.

that clause. It was no use to hedge the
by-law round with conditions which
would prevent capitalists from taking
hold of it:” Mr. Belyea referred to the
criticisms in the Colonist. In his opinion
L‘hes{ wer'erhtoo (111 d to be taken seri-
ously, e i of suggesting that
4,0{)0,000 was asked for a project only
costing $1,500,000! He thought that
sub-section 2 of the by-law should be
made to read that the amount of money
hand . showtd be $O00,000 wetead o
han. e $ inst
$500,000. o cripon
Mayor Redgern was decidedly opposed
to this. It was necessary that the city’s
interests should be safeguarded, and it
was only reasonable to ask the company
to put up a like sum with the ecity.

Mr. Rénouf claimed that at a previous
meeting the Mayor had explained why
the sum of $500,000 should not be insist-
ed upon pointing out at that time that
$100,000 would have secured the success
of the De Cosmos scheme, and that the
lack of that sum stoped it. In his (Mr.
Renoqf’s) opinion it was useless to go
on with a charter which would be use-
less when obtained as five different muni-
cipalities were interested in the matter.
'l_‘he're wa.s.danger if too many restric-
tions were imposed that a charter would
not be obtained from the provincial gov-
ernment. But it was only necessary to
get the citizens interested and that was
why thi_! scheme was put in this form.
An article in the Colomist had stated
that it was not shown that the company
would be able to get right-of-way into
the city, or, if it did, at what cost. He
thought it would be well to ascertain
now if the city was prepared to grant
the necessary privileges, He did not
know why any objection should be made
as all progressive cities were granting
right-of-way privileges. The speaker

trade which might be expected
lower Fraser supplied by local govern-
ment officials.

Ald, Hayward did not think the muni-
cipalities could be whipped inte line. He
could see no objection to reducing the
amount to the figure named—$200,000.

Mr. Belyea—“If the citizens of Vic-
toria don’t want to give $500,000 let
them say so, but if they do, let them
give it on such conditions as will pre-
vent other municipalities coming in.”

Ald. Wilkams considered that if the
amount which the city is asked. to sub-
seribe were placed in the form of a sub-
; 8idy it would be one way of overcoming
| the difficulty. Victoria wants a railway

from the south, east, or any other direc-
. tion, We should be united in our efforts
to secure one.

. Mr. Belyea informed im that it was
impossible to ehange® the manner in
 which the, city should grant aid in the
-gro;ed:—the petition settled that mat-
er.

quoted figures to show the amount of|,
from the|

money necessary to build the road.

small amount of capital.

$500,000.”

line imserted.

curity.

words would not matter much.

MacGregor and Humphrey.

after which the council adjourned.
—_—

FINED FIVE THOUSAND.

by British Bark Arriving at
Astoria.

duced.
the department at Washington.

_——

Ald, Humphrey wanted to know bow

the company would raise the balance of

Mr, Belyea said that no difficulty
would be experienced in raising the
money required and cited as example the
building of the large transcontinental
railways, which had been started on =

A desultory discussion then ensued and
before going into committee of the whole
to /reconsider the by-law, Mayor Red-
fern observed that he had not heard a
single argument advanced to make him
change hig opinion that it was necessary
in the city’s interest that the sum which
the company should be required to pos-
sess—$500,000—shquld be insisted upon.

The following clause was then consid-

ed:

“Provided, however, that the corpora-
tion shall incur no lability in respect to
its subscription for the said shares un-
. less and until the company shall have
either by the ‘sale of its shares or by
municipal, provincial or federal cash
bomvuses, cash grants or guarantees in aid
of the constructior of the said under-
taking, secured to it for the purpose of
its undertaking a sum of not less than

some . discussion the words
“cash” in the fifth line were struck out
and the words “or have had otherwise”
befure the word “secured” in the seventh

Ald, Hayward was of the opinion that
the by-law was utterly useless if those
words were inserted as it permitted the
company to put up bonds with a financial
agent and get the necessary moncy and
the city would have practically no se-

Ald. Brydon thought that as long as
the cily had control of the project those

Ald. Beckwith then moved that the
amount which the company should be re-
quired to have in hand be reduced from
$500,000 to $200,000, the motion elecit-
ing a very spirited discussion, many of
the arguments advanced by speakers re-
ported above being repeated. Ald. Kins-
man objected to the hurried manmer in
which the by-Jlaw -was being pushed
through—it was different with the Port
Angeles scheme. The motion was nega-
tived on the following vote: Ayes—Ald.
Brydon, Beckwith and Stewart. Noes—
AM. Kinsman, Cameron, Hayward,

Ald, Beckwith was indignant at the re-
sult of the vote and wanted the com-
mittee to rise without reporting progress;
but in the hope that the council might
again reconsider the matter it was fin-
ally decided to rise and report progress,

Costly Breach of Customs Regulations

The British bark Cambrian Warrior,
which arrived at Astoria, on Tuesday
from Taltal, Chile, failed to have a con-
sular bill of health from that port as re-
guired by the customs regulations and
she was fined $5,000 by Collector Fox.
Later in the day Capt. Roberts, master
of the bark, Sled an afidavit with the
collector, stating that he sailed from
Bakia, Brazil, for Taltal, but was met
off the latter port by a pilot boat, from
which he received orders to proceed at
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Pleage see you get it with
METAL CAPSULES

Ot all dealers

Sole export bottling agents to J. J. & 8.

C. DAY & CO. London

MINERAL ACT, 1896,
(Form F.)

CERTIFICATE OF IMPROVEMENTS.

NOTICE.

Iron Duke, Count of Monte Christo and
Condor Mineral Claims, situate in the West
Coast, Vancouver Island, Mining Division
of Olayoquot District.

Where located—On Monte Cristo Moun-
tain, Tranquil Oreek, Tofino Inlet.

Take notice that I, A. 8, Going, agent
fcr James M. Ashton, Free Miner's Cert)-
cate No. B19910; intend sixty days from the
date hereof, to apply to the Mining Record-
er for a Certificate of Improvements, for,
the par| of obtalning a Crowr Grant
of the above claim.

And further take notice that action, under
section 87, must be commenced before the
issuance of such Certificate of Improve-

ments,
Dated this 16th day of December, 1839.
A. 8. GOING.

NOTICE.

The Arrowhead and Kootenay Railway
Company (incorpﬁxmted b‘y an Act of the
Legislature of British Columbia, 61 Vie-
toria, Chapter 47) will apply to the Parla-
ment of Canada at its next session for an
act declaring the works which the Oom-
any is by ite act of incorporation amthor-
zed to construct to be werks for the gen-
eral advantage of QOonada: exteading unti
the end of the year 1905, the period within
which the Company may complete iix
works, and giving such powers to the Com-
pany as to the maintaining and operating
or disposing of its railway and works as
are usually given to ralilway companies in-
corporated by the Parliament of Canada.

By order of the Provincial Directors.

CHARLES DRINKWATER,

’ e “
Montreal, 20th November, 1899. ol

TRANSPORTATION TO NOME.

Ban Francisco Companies Making Blab-
orate Preparations for the Rush,

The Pacific Steam Whaling Compan
of San /Francisco is hav.ingg built tvn’)
steam launches and ten lighters for the
Cape Nome trade. The company antici-
pates that its steamers will be the first to
get away fram that port for the gold dig-
gings. It is expected that the steamers
will have to make their way through the
ice to reach Nome, and for that reason
steam whalers are to be converted into
bassenger boats. The first to go are the
Jeanie and Thrasher, which are scheg-
uled to leave about April 20, The fare
to. Nome om these two vessels will be
$250 first class and $150 second class,
each passenger being allowed 250 pounds
of freight. On the Valencia and other
vessels to sail in May the passage will be
$150 first class, $125 second class and
$100 steerage. The same amount of
freight will be allowed. Freight will
be taken at the rate of $60 a ton, land-
ed om the beaeh. It is for the work eof
landing the freight that the launches agd
lighters are being built, and they will %e
sent North om the first steamers,

ASTHMA.
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was retiring from Mafeki)
Tt o the oS THiver
had been fighting “devils not men.”  The
enemy thought their position at Belmont
the battle said that to hol
it for three months, yet they were driven
out after a sharp actiom. ’m_lg ‘Boer
fights well from cover, but if he has the
courage to resist ap assault or to face
an equal number of men in the open
field, he has yet to exhibit it. s

Gronj

ther sorry that the

Tiess.  Of courde- theoretically” the-cen.
‘tury ‘will not end’ until ‘the close of next

of Christ, each century might very con-
verniently be made to end with the 99.
Tt is true that there never was a year
0; but then we know that in point of fact

there hever was a year 1; that is there

mnever was a year when people wrote

Very much has been said of the heavy | the dato A.D, 1. A correspondent asks

casualties, but they dre not in point very
high, or rather they were not before the
two last battles. At the fight at Modder
River the killed and wounded only reach
Tl per cent. of our force engaged, which
js far under the average of the great
battles of the British army. Thus Tal-
avera had a casualty roll equal to 30 per
cent., Salamanca reached 25, Vimiera,
Vittoria, Waterloo, the Alma, Inkérman
and all the other great fights had a
higher per centage than Modder River.

Will we take posséssion of Delagoa
Bay? This is a question of great im-
mediate interest. This harbor and the
town of Lorenzo Marques, which is the
terminus of the railway to Pretoria, be-
long to Portugal. It is contrary to the
laws governing the conduct of neutral
powers for Portugal to permit her terr-
_ #ory to be used for the.transportation of
men and munitions of war intended for
either of the belligerents. If it is right
for the Boers to get in men and arms
over Portuguese territory to use against
us, it is right for us to send in men andf
arms the same way to use agairst them.
We can illustrate the case by supposing
that people friendly to the Filipinos
should land an armed force at Vancouver
to be sent by rail to attack the Puget
Sound towns. It is easy to understand
that Great Britain is averse to doing any-
thing against Portugal, with whom she
has always been on the best of (terms,
and the seizure of Portuguese East Af-
rica would hardly meet with favor from
the European powers. It might be pos-
sible, however, .to take possession tem-
porarily of the railway terminus without
giving offence. If it becomes necessary
for the success of our plans to sieze this
wailway, it will doubtless be taken—of-
fence or no offence.

The absence of exciting news from the
seat of war does not prove that very im-
pontant' work is not dn progress there.
A very rigorous censorship is being exer-
<¢ised, and in addition to this the pressure
of official and commercial business great-
Iy restricts the capacity of the two
cables to deal with despatches.
safe to assume, however, that no very
important event has taken place or we
would have heard of it. Nothing has
been heard from Gen. French’s column
for several days. The last news repre-
sented him as moving slowly towards
Colesburg from Arundel. Except that
‘Gen, Buller moved his camp a short dis-
dance and that the Naval guns had fired
a few shells into the Boer position on
the Tugela, the operations of the Natal
force are being kept secret. It seems
to be taken for granted that heavy rein-
forcements are being sent forward to
Buller, who will now find himself con-
fronted with Joubert, the Boer leader
being able to take the field again. Gen.
Gatacre reports that he has retaken
Dortrecht. This is interesting, especi-
ally as the Boer force retired without
making any opposition, Dortrecht is a
railway terminus north of the Stormberg
range. It is reached by a branch of the
road from East London. The occupation
of this point renders it possible for Gat-
aore to move a portion of his command
. around the Boer position at Stormberg
. Junction if he thinks it advisable to do
80. Gen. Methuen reports all guiet at
Modder River, and he is said to have his
big Naval guns so posted as to command
the whole.Boer position. The news that
his wounded are rejoining him shows
that his lines of communication are
fully open. ;

It is reported again that the Free
Staters are growing disaffected. There
may be something in this, and perhaps
their retirement from Dortrecht is at-
tributable to a feeling that they have
been fighting long enough, but it is as
well to take stories of this. kind with
many grains of allowance. The Free
Staters must realize that they have need-
lessly engaged in a quarrel that can have
ouly one outcome.

It is “ as you were” with the troops
in South Africa, and we are inclined to
think there will be little change wuntil
Gen. Roberts arrives on the scene, un-
less. the Boers precipitate a battle; but
as no one can foresee whem a small af-
fair of outposts may develop into a gen-
-eral engagement, it is always possible
that sharp fighting may occur at any
time. The New York Herald’s story
that there was considerable discussion in
the war office prior to the acceptance by
Gen. Roberts of full command, must be
accepted with allowance, although it is
highly probable that Roberts has insisted
that he shall not be hampered by. in-
structions from home.” ‘It is absurd to
atterupt to direct from''Lqndon a cam-
Paign catried on in South Africa y

wWhere the new year will begin. This is

time changes at 180 degnees from Green-
wich, Chatham Island in the South Pa-
cific ocean is the first land to see the sun
rise-on a new day. . At 8 pan, Victoria
time it is nrdnight on Chatham Island,
‘and consequently the new year will begin
there immediately after 8 p.m.” of our
time, ; 7

MINES AND MINERS.

At ‘the imvestigation made - by M.
Clute at Rossland some very interesting
and important facts were brought out.
Mr. Bernard McDonald, general man-
ager of the B. A. C.s properties, was
one of the chief witnesses. He went
into details of cases where, to his own
knowledge, the passage of the eighi-hour
law had driven out Eastern Canadian
capitalists, and said that the fear of fur-
ther legislation along the same lines had
absolutely prevented large sums of
money from being invested here. He
gave some statistics showing the invest-
ments of his company in this province,
which have an important bearing upon
the subject of mines and miners,  We
give them in detail:

$3,950,362 00
921,675 17
559,185 12

Columbia-Kootgnay ddia e i ATEABRS 21

Caledonia
Tootsie and Whoop-Up. ...
Hoskins

Improvements
upplies in stock.........
Administration ...........

32,000 00
106,186 25

$6,198,701 94
Mr. Edmund H. 'Kirby, manager of
the War Bagle Consolidated and Centre
Star companies, said their investment
amounts to $3,500,000, chiefly of Cana-
dian money. We are without data as
to the amount of money invested in
other mining’ properties, but as these
two concerns represent nearly $10,000,000

It is1'C is probably well within the mark to

say that the investments in mines in the
Trail district reach at least $12,000,000.
Mr. Kirby said that the Le Roi con-
tributes about 45 per cent. of the Ross
land pay-roll, his company about 40 per
cent., and other companies 15 per cent.
In addition the War Eagle and Centre
Star furnish almost the entire supply for
the Trail smelter, and hence support the
town of Trail. The Le Roi in like man-
ner keeps wup Northport, but as that
town is in the United States we need
not take it into consideration. Here,
then, we have two mining concerns,
which maintain the city of Rossland and
the town of Trail at their present pros-
perity, and it is surely not unreasonable
to say that in framing legislation for the
control of mining, something else ought
to have béen considered than the de-
mands of a few miners, who may have
been dissatisfied with the conditions
under which they worked a year ago.
Surely before a law, that was calculated
to huve_a radical. effect mpon the profits
of mining, was placed on the statute
book, some effort ought to have been
made to ascertain what its effect would
be upon that extremely important indus-
try.

We do not propose to discuss in this
article the claim made that the eight-
bour law ought not in fact to interfere
with the mining industry, AN the com-
petent witnesses examined by Mr. Clute
bhave, so far as we have seen, agreed
that it does. The point which we want
to make is that legislation, calculated to
embarrass and discourage the invest-
ment of capital, or which may have the
tendency to compel the owners to close
down the mines, will affect more than
the capitalists who own the properties or
the men who work for them. It strikes
at the very foundation of the prosperity
of whole communities. What British
Columbia needs at this time is some one
with sufficient courage and patriotism to
do what is right, regardless of conse-
quences. The time has passed for
demagoguery and personal ambition to
be allowed to dictate the policy of the
province. We need a premier, a cabinet
and a legislature that wil] grapple with
the question without any regard to poli-
tical consequences, and give the prov-

wishes of both miners and mine-ownens.
We are confident that this can be dove.

Mr. McDonald in his testimony depri-
cated any attempt to prefer skilled min-
ers-from coming into-this province, for
this’ would greatly . retard mining  deyel-
opment: He said that we must look.

Ladysmith beizig' all, well, ‘there s no

|

e

chiefly to the United States for skilled
miners. = Mr, Kirby took. ‘the; same. po-
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year, but as the Christian era is a purely{

also an arbitrary arrangement, but for | by the
| convenience ' it is wunderstoed that the| miner

ince.a‘law that will meet the reasonable

-will not accept the decision of His Holi-|

e i e
‘Referring to the contract system, the
‘witness said he never knew of contracts
being objected to. Contracts did mot
tend to lower wages. If the average pay
for contract work did not greatly exceed
the general wage paid, the miners would
refuse to take contracts at all and th
system would be ended. The great in-
ducement to take contracts
wages was the increased

s e e
easy  when ift , :
around, Pay under the contract system
always averages: over the ‘wage level
of the distriet. " This is a good arrange-
ment for all concerned; under the wage
sustem the slowest man in the gang
regulates the pace, but on contract work
all the men work hard to earn good pay,
and there is no loafing about. If the
men do mot earn 'more than the average
wages, the foreman would not be able
to let any contracts,

VICTORIA-CHILLIWACK.

We do mot understand what Mr. Rel-
yea had in mind when he spoke at the
city council of $4,000,000 being asked
for -a project that. would only cost $1,-
500,000, mentioning this as though it
were a proposition advanced by the Col-
onist. We have ‘no recollection of hav-
ing mentioned $4,000,000 in connection
with the Victoria-Chilliwack project.
But Mr. Belyea’s observation makes it
worth while to see just what foundation
there is for calling this a $1,500,000 pro-
ject. Here are some figures the correct-
ness of which cannot be called in ques-
tion: ;

Capital stock of company. .. .$2,000,000
Expected subsidies 300,000
Proposed bongd ‘issue 509,000
Outstanding V. & S. bonds. .. ~ 300,000
Interest due on V. & S. bonds. 120,000

e . $3,229,000

(The interest already on the V. & S.
bonds is due by the road to the city and
the province by the terms of the guar-
antee.)

Thus it appears that this project,which
is talked of as involving only a million
and a half doHars, appears on examina-
tion® to involve more than twice that
amount. - Mr. Belyea may, at the next
meeting of the city council, brush this
aside as mot worthy of consideration,
but if the bylaw ever gets before the
ratepayers they will think about it very
earnestly. Deducting from this eapital
cost of the road ‘the proposed subsidies
and we have left $2,929,000 upon which
the road would have to earn a ‘profit.
At the meetings held throughout the
city the promoters of the scheme Tep-
resented that the road would have
to earn interest on only $1,209,000. A
difference of a million and three-quar-
ters dollars is, we assume, a matter that
is really too absurd to be considered se-
riously,

We have laid stress in considering this
matter upon the mecessity of informing
the ratepapers how it is proposed to get
from the V, & 8. station on Hillside ave-
nue to the City Market and the B. &
N. depot, and have already shown that
if Government street jg the route chosen
the rails will have t& be more than 50
feet above the present road level. If
Douglas street is chosen the elevation
will not be so great, but it will be suf-
ficiently serious, We assume that there
would be mo difficulty in bringing the V.
& 8. to the Fountgin on the present
street level, 'This would involve a drop
of 13 feet from the present level of the
rails, which could be managed easily
enough by starting far enough up the
line to begin the descent, but what route
would be followed in getting to the
fountain, and what the land damages
will be are both open questions and ex-
ceeding important ones.. From the
Fountain to Pembroke street the dis-
tance is about 2,000 feet, and the drop
in the level is 24 feet 6 inches. There
is a.rise of 2 feet 6 inches to the next
street, i. e., Discovery, and in the next
600 feet a Tise of 16 feet, and in the
next 300 feet a rise of a little over 3
feet. From Cormoraat to the Market
there is a drop of nearly 6 feet, and
from the Market to the E. & N. Depot,
a distance of 900 feet, a drop of 26 feet
6 inches. Mo recapitulate: I'rom the
present ‘level ‘of the V., & 8. to Pem-
broke street there is a drop of 37 feet 8
inches; then comes a rise to Cormorant
of 21 feet 3 inches, and then a drop of
53 feet to the E. & N. depot, and all
this through some of the prineipal streets
of the city and in a distance of less
than 5,000 feet. Moreover thére are at
least two corners to be turned, which
will involve the- acquiring of property..
If' any of the marrow streets east of
Bouglas are wutilized, the variations in
level will not be so great, but the streets
will be rendered practically useless for
residential purposes and there will still
be the.corners to turn. In view of these
considerations, which cannot be explained
away, is it not absolutely essential that,
before the city talks about granting any
one a right of way for a railway through
the city: streets, some infotmation sl_mnﬁd
‘be ‘forthcoming:-as to- the - route to “He
Chosen” 2B o plan ‘shbwing the -

| city shall hand its money

in ‘place of |

4| rible. Ome tr

ty miles, although the distance was al-

| grass-made twine.

pany on whose board it shall be repre-
sented by one director only, which elear-
ly shows that the control is to'be wested
in the holders of the $1,500,000 balanee
of the $2,000,000 stock. .~ 34

 THE. OARIBOO ROAD.

* We have had several letters: vecently
concerning the condition of the Cariboo

ieler NEiaa that, whsh he

most all the way down Hill.. From: Ques-
nelle to Soda Creek the stage passengers
were transferred to canoes, the road. be-
ing so bad that the horses could only
haul the baggage and mails. Seven:and
a half hours were consumed. in going the
next thirty miles. At times four horses.
and once even six horses could not Haul
the coach through the mud. These de-
lays were such that the passengers went
twenty-three hours without food. The
writer of the letter speaks:of broken
corduroy, which made it necessary for
the passengers to get out and shove the
coach. This condition of the road is.due
to the parsimonious policy of the Semlin.
government, which is cutting. down. nec-
essary outlays in orders to’ make: the
most favorable showing possible on. pa-
per when the house meets, The result.
will be that the successors of these gen-
tlemen will have to spend twice as much
money restoring the roads as would have
kept them in gpod condition.

THE BRITISH ARMY.

The habit is to represeﬂt the British
army as a very small affair, because the
number of men serving with the colors
is far below.-the Continental standard.
But when the figures are totalled it will
be seen that the available fighting force
now enrolled is a very formidable con-
cern, It is made up as follows:

Regular forces .....

ATMY reserve ........... 84,500
Militia

Yeomanry

Volunteers :

British troops in India..... 72,150
Native troops in India. ...
Colonial- forces (about).... T0,

If the Canadian Mounted Police and
other police forces are included in the

| list the available total will be swelled.to

about 950,000, which ecan be easily in-
eréased to a million. All this enormops
force is armed, drilled, uniformed and
officered. It can all be relied upon
either for offence or defence. So after
all we are not so badly off.

AS OTHERS SER US.

Mr. J. W. C. Haldane, C. E... whom
many Victorians will remember,. has
written @ book entitled “ 3,800 Miles
Across Canada.” It is very micely. illus-
trated. The publishersr are Simpkin,
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co.,. Ltd.,]
London. Tt is a very readable book, but
its chief interest to Victorians-will be on
account of ite referemces to this. city.
They will be at once favorably disposed
to Mr. Haldane, when they read that
Victoria is *‘a ecity as remarkable for
beauty in itself and its surroundings as
in the qualities of its people,.all of which
have made it a centre of intelligence -and.
refinement of the most attractive:
nature.” -He tells of our city’s great
wholesale trade and its high favor with
tourists. Our old friend, Judge 4
comes in for 'a very nice compliment in:
this connection and he tells his readens.
that the Judge’s “ excellent lady and
their son and daughter, as well as him-
self, were as admirable specimens of
elegant Vietoria society as one could
possibly meet.” He took a drive with
Mrs. and the Misses.——— through tie
suburbs, which he greatly admined. He
found “the residentidl districts well
stocked with lovely and well gardened
villas,” and “ the-commercial parts of the
city rapidly advancing in splender.”

Mr., Haldame is grieved to believe
that many fashionable people in England
think that “ the ladies T am now refer-
ring to are emly beginning to emerge
from a state of semi-barbarism,” and to
this he appends a description of the cos-
tumes in which they are supposed to
parade, their hair *“ragged, tagged and
scragged,” falling upom dresses sewn
together with fish-bone mneedles and
To. dispel this illu-
sion he deseribes his visit to a tennis
tournament, .devoting half a page to a
lady, who wore a fiery scarlet hat with
a white dress. As this was on Adgust
4, 1898, the lady readers of the Colonist
can figure( out who she was who in
Mr. Haldane's opinion “disfigured an
otherwise beautiful costume.” He sums
the situdtion. wp by saying that “rank
for rank, Victorians are quite equal to
the best in the Old Country.” ?

Mr. Haldane is very sanguine of  the
future of Victoria eommercially and as
a residential city. ‘He happened to be]
at lunch: at ithe Boo: ug/ when - the

Chemical Works were 'Burniig, and he

‘matkable spectacle.

sad, which is said to be something hor- |

ety « ey e
Wiﬁg}fh&w« :

in dh case refused to grant, calling in
the opposition. = Partiewlars will be
found elsewhere in this isewe. ’
The railways in Cape Colony are
waiched by a force 'of 10,000 men,
mostly Kaffirs, stationed within a quar-
(ter of a mile of eacl other. Each
| watchman has three: signal flage. The
b watch is kept up day and night..

The alleged Fenian: organizations in
 the United States talk: of invading Can-

thie} #da. If they start it is to be hoped the
|/United States government' will not stop.

| them; for the people of Canada would
\like the contract of wipimg: them: out of
| existence,

Mr. Belyea was misreperted in the
‘Colonist yesterday. He was represented
as having said that Victoria should give
$500,000 to the Chilliwack: scheme ‘““on
such conditions as will prevent other
‘municipalities from coming-in”’ What
he said was that the conditioms should
be such as would not prevent;.eto:.

deteat of the Semilin government is-likely
to come at the end of the sessiom;. be-
cause it says members ‘will wisih~to get
the legislation in' which thieyr aré: inter-
ested passed before a break-up. We do
not see why this consideration should in-
fluence amyone. Defeat the government
and pass the necessary legislation after-
wards. A government defeat‘ does not
imply a new election,

Residents on the Washington side of
the Straits of Juan de Fuca:are daily
expecting: the promulgation. of an. order
by the United States government setting
aside the forest reservation: which: Has
hitherto locked up 500,000 of very eacel-
lent-land. between the mountains-and the
strait. This is expected to be followed
by a great inrush of people, for the
reason that very little land fit for settle-
ment remaing in the hands of the govern-
ment of that country.

ki e s ©

It is- proposed to erect a memorial in
the parish ehurch of Botusfleming. and
the town of Saltash, in Cornwall, in:
memory. of that gallant soldier, Geéneral:
Sir: Willianz Penn Symons, who.: felll at

his troops forward in a great. object
lesson. intended to show the Boers: the
mettle of British infantry. Baron
Kingsale is at the head of the move-
ment,. of which F. A. Rawling, mayor of
Saltash, is honorary treasurer. Contri-
butions are invited to be sent. to tle
honorary treasurer at Saltash, Cosnwall,
England. There ought to be a gemerous
1esponse.
—_—

Judging from present indications; one
effect of the South African war. will; be
a great revival of the martial. spirit: all
‘over the British Empire.
governments should encourage.- this,. for
there will be no more secure guarantee of }
peace to the world than for the Empire

the teeth and ready to do battle. any-|
where on sea or land. _What we wonld |
like to. see is a million men, all. wolun-
‘teers, ready to answer on short motice a
call to arms, and this. in addition; to
whatever force is necessary to make our
navy equal to that of any three other

———— .

The Grand Forks Daily Gazette thinks
that Mr. J. M. Martin, M. P. P., has as
good reason to withdraw his support
from the Semlin government as. Mr. J.
M. Kellie, M. P. P, had to withdraw
his from Mr. Turner. The boundaries
off the Grand Forks;mining district have
‘been altered without consultation with
Mr. Martin, who represents the constitu-
. ency in which the. distriet is. gituated.
| The Gazette ought to recollect that
at present the gowernment of British
| Columbia. consists of one man, Mr. F. L.
Carter-Cotton, and that a suggestion to
His Supremacy from a hmmble repre-
sentative would: be An Unwarrantable
Impertinence.

A SN SR
The Capetown correspondent of the
London Daily Telegraph dpubts if ever
a country was so divested of ity male
population as is the Transwaal. “Itis a
land of women and girls,, boys under 15,
and a few old men. The rest are at the
front in Natal or aeross the western
border.” He adds that jndges have
been doing duty at Pretoria as police-
men. Jehannesburg, - Pretoria and
Bioemfontein are alleged ‘on good auth-
ority te be deserted cities. For a his-
torical parallel we must go back to the 1
cities of Greece during the Trojan war.

Leord Roberts is 69 years old, which is
a_telerably good age for a man who
starts out to command a great army in
‘the field. but Von Moltke was a year
elder when he planned the German cam-
paign against Franee i 1870, amd ac-
companied to the field King William of
Prussia, then 73 years of age, who com-
manded the forces. Lord Raglan was

67 when he. died, in command of the
. British forces betore;Seb«{wtopol in 1855,

To o further back Ge

ustralian :
.| tremiers with vanishing majorities ap-|
:M:wmw.wm‘memmo:»

The Boundary Creek Times-thinks: the|

the battle of Talana Hill, while leading |

The several|there, and mo local laws-can Be framed

to emerge from this campaign armed to|advise no one to go in unless fie is able

miner to Judge Jolinson of the Yuken,

iinnare 8elling,
: er, and

By the best ot |\

" Our  store i a

J for your X,

15c. b,
ng 35c¢ tin

DIXI H.ROSS & Co.

was planning torinvade China. Count
Tilly, victorious im thirty-six battles, died
of wounds received!at’ the hands of Gus-
tavus Adolphus in'his: Téth year. Charle-
magne was 68 at!the time of his last
battle.

A .force of thirty Natal Carbineers
rode out and arrested three ranchers sus-
pected of disloyalty;. and' Brought them
into Frere. The distance going and
coming was one hundred miles, and they
covered it in twenty-three howmrs, besides
having a brush with' the Boers on the
way, killing six of them. A party or
seventy-five mounted: men: left Mochudi
and covered the same distamce in the
same time, their object being to seize and
destroy a stock of Boer ammunition,
| which they did. The enemy’s loss was
twemty-two. = The only. casusity on our
side was a wounded horse.

e o
We hope the city council will give the
'best possible consideration to: the points
'made in this paper touchinig-the Vieto-
rian-Chilliwack  by-law. There must
surely be some one who is responsible for
this project, and it is a remarkable
thing that no person has ventured to an-
.swer even one of the points-that have
:been made against the business-aspect of
the by-law, and yet Victoria is not a city
' whose people are averse to engaging in
newspaper discussion. We are well
aware that the points made by the Col-
onist cannot be suecessfully met, but the
extraerdinary thing is that the promoters
of the project have not thought it worth
while to say anything, although their
scheme has been demonstrated’ to be
hopelessly . bad as a businiess proposition
as it mow stands. We hope if the scheme
iis to be submitted to the people in the
form of a by-law, all these objectionable
features will be cleared up; for we
should greatly dislike to oppose:amy pro-
ject intended to give theécisland better
‘ connection with the mainland.'

. Letters to the Editor.

NOME  MINING LAWS.

Sir: With regard to Cape Nome’s
. great gold belt, I wish to emphatically
;Tefute the statements of Judge-Kenneth
.. Jackson, of the Yukon, appearing in
the Post-Intelligencer on the 21st of
'this month- His statements-are most
\ distinetly wrong. In his referenee to the
‘mining laws prevailing at Nome, and in
his assertion that the miners.-have made
'their own laws in conflict with the min-
'ing laws of the United States-applying
' te Alaska, I have to statethat this is not
the case. No minerss.or no miner's
. meeting, can make laws that are in con-
fliet with the'laws of the land. The
. Nome district being in-Alaska,. the min-
. ing Iaws of the United States mmst apply

that are in conflict.

With reference to Cape Nome, its his-
tory and its prospects,: lét me give Vie-
torians a few words of. caution. I should

and prepared to outfit himself for a two
years’ stay. With reference to Dawson,
Cirele City, Forty-Milé.- and Rampart
City—there is no money being taken
fromt these camps of the Yukom at pres-
ent; and those who intend going in this
winter I should advise to take as little
as possible. © One hundred dollars will
eover expenses from Skagway to Daw-
son.

At Nome last year- there were from
two to three thousand men engaged in
beach digging. From $200' to $300 per
man was taken out in from four to seven
weeks. This money-saved the men of
the camp from being-léft on the beach
and penniless. As- regards Viectorians
and British Columbiams generally, I
should say stop-and wait f!)r further de-
velopments in conneetion with the Cape
Nome country before going there. From
Cape Nome to Cripple river the beach
diggings have been worlked well over;
from Cripple river- to ©ape York has
been scratched by the: prospectors; and
from York to Port Clarence has been
well prospected.

Refuting Judze Kemneth Jackson’s
statements: in  tHe: Post-Intelligencer;. 1
would beg-to refer the reader and the

as regards Cape- Nome and. his decisions
in the matter of the beach claims. It is
a well-knewn . fact that when the
beachers were. drivem in from the Beach
at the instigation of those who claimed
it as mining claims, the decision was
handed down By Judge Johnson that the
beaclr should' be for those who: worked
it—and that no elaims can be taken or
staked by anyone wishing to acguaire ter-
ritory at Nome er Amvil City.
Jackson’s statements are

tirely in error. /
JOE MWRPHY.
Lol g

A SQUADRON COMMANDER.

Winnipeg, Dec. 27.—News was receiv-
ed here to-night that Capt. Williams,
D. ©. C. had been appointed to com-
mand “B” squadron eof the canadian
Mounged Rifles for Africa. The appoint-
ment is a most popular one, thongh Win-
Dipeggers will be sorry to lose their sol-
dierly and genial captain. Maj. Wil
liams is a son of the date Lieut. Col.
Williams, who commanded the Midtand
battalion in the Riel rebellion. -

A CHURCH BURNED.

Qmpl;eﬂmrd. Dec,: 27 —The Catholic|

here, ‘with  the entire contents;
ed by ‘fire yesterday.. The|
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just ended a victorfems campaign and |

CLEOPATRA’S EMERALDS.

London Eqmps an Expedition to Search
for Wabled Mines Lost for
Centuries,

Somewhere in Bgypt are the riehest eme
erald mines i the world. When the fys.
cmating Cleopatra was queen these mines
Were a part of her possessions and she kept
2 mumber of slaves constantly engaged in
working them. Day by day, uiged om by the
lasih of the task master the slaves sought
for these rare gems and each day the out-
but of the mines was sent to the queen
This is a matter of history. 8o, too, is tha
fact that the beamtiful Clespatra Rad <,
many of these gems that shie was in the
kabit of bestowing them upbn these r‘>
whom she desired to show her favor.

When Cleopatra dEed the loeation of the
wines was forgotter. For years mines of
gold, emeralds and other precious stones
had been in operatien, and yet they dis»
appeared as mysterfously as they hag been
run. Whether or not the secret of their Jo-
cation had been'a state secret that was ¢,
be kept from the Roéman CONQUerors at ;)|
hazards is a matter that will proBably nover
be known, but the fact remains that the
Romans did not discover the mines and that
before the Egyptians had anotHer oppor-
tunity to operate them they had forgot
ten where they were. ¥or nearly two
thousand years the immense wealth in thes.
mines has remained unciaimed. More than
five hundred years ago an effort was made
to locate these properties but without suc-
cess, and at last the mines of Cleopatra
came to be regarded as a fable that had no
foundation in reality,

A few days ago, however, a small bnt
perfectly equipped expedition left Fonden
for the purpose of opening up the mines of
Cleopatra. The man who is at the head of
thig remarkable expedition is Edwin Street-
er, a diamond merchant in Bond street, Lon-
don, and Hé is so confident that he Bas dis-
covered the location of the buried wines
that he has entered into an agreement with
the Egyptian government by which he
agrees not only to bear-all 'the expense of
his explorations but aldo to share the prof-
its of his trip. In view of this fact he is
bromised protection by the government.

Mr. Streeter, who clafms to have made

is remarkable discovery, is 2 man of no
little ability. Not only is he a prominent
figure in thd cemmercigl Iife of Lendon,
‘but he is an explorer and archaeologist of
jrepute and an author of considerable re-
ncwn. Ome of his books, “Preciouy Stones
and Gems,” is alrdady in its sixth edition
land is regardéd as one of the few standard
| works In thls field of knowiedge. Under
these circumstances it is not strange that
1commercizl London should have been will-
ing to accept his remarkable story without
question.

According to the statement’made by Mr.
Streeter, the diamond merchant Tas known
of the Iceation of these mifies for more
than twenty years. Long-ago he had read
of the fomous Jebel Zabara mimes and of
the rich finds-that they yielded te the early
Fgyptians. He'had also studitd every page
of a story in which there was any mention
of the gold and jewels that Had been dug
from the earth to add to the wealth of Clo.
opatra. At:last he became perswaded that
such mimes had actually exiSted and that
they ha@ been buried in- order that they
might be kept from the hands ef the Ro-
mans, With this idea in viéw he went to
Egypt bent upon finding the mimes that had
once made that country one of the richest
nations in the world:

When he.returned he said mething about
his trip, but from time to time since then
he had paid mysterious-visits: to Egypt, and
it has been known that he was in diplomat-
i commun‘cation with the government.
Now that his secret is out he admits that
he was successful in: finding the mines on
the occasion of his first trip, that they were
within a stone’s throw.of one of the largest
of the ancient barracks and that he has
kept this secret all these years simply be-
cause he has been umable to make advan-
tageous arrangements with tive government.
For nmearly a quarter of a eeniury he has
known where these mines, so rich in pre
clous stones, were located, but he has been
nnsuccessful in, secaring the grant that
would enable him to operate them.

Onee during- this long period of waiting
it almost seemed as if the treasure was
within  his geasp. He had Iaid the matter
before Nubar Pashia and he was so favori-
bly impressed by the selveme that he prom-
ised Mr. Streeter a company of soldiers to
gmard the preperty, but he died, and as the
new government was mot friendly to the
idea another failure was seored.

About a year ago Mr. Streeter made an-
other effort to secure his grant of land from
the autherities and: finally, much to his sur-
prise, he was sueeessful. His concession
gives him the right te carry om his mining
operations within an area of about 140
square miles, on: aemdition that the govern.
ment be taken into partnership in the
scheme-and that;. at the end of five years,
he shall’ withdraw from the company en-
tirely:, Hard as: these conditions were, Mr.
Streeter was very gilad to accept them. as
he expects.to be able to mine a vast quan-
tity of the gems: during the yaars in which
his concessiay is: im force,

The land where these unique mining oper-
ations will be pursued lies imy the centor of
a’'vast mineral: field formed 3y a depression
In: a long mange of mountaims which, runs
all: along the Red Sea coasg In this terri-
%ory there are at least two, mines thgt will
be worked . ©Ome is aboutr 140 miles from

‘Edfu on the Nile and the other ig about

120 miles owerland from, the same point.
To reach either of these mines it will b
necessamy to travel by camel and t@e stones.
mined will have to be Brought to the Nilo
by the same means. Up to the presexa!
time this portion of the Arablap desert i~
practieally unexplore@ and Mpr. Strecter
expeets to make some importang discoveries
during the next five @ays.—Exchange.

BORN.

TOLSON—At Fozeley, England, Deccmber
22nd, 1899, the wife of the late C. W.
Tolson, of a son. ;

DIED,

CRAIGIE--At the residence of bis mother
(Mrs. Jobn L, Blackmore), No. 239 Yates
street,.on the 22nd instant, William John
youngest son of the late Thomas
Craigfe, aged 19 years and 7 months,

LESLOUIS—In this city on the 22nd Inst.,
‘Felix Leslouls, a native of Dieppe, De-
sJpartment de ' la Seine Infre,
TOLBODI-— At Fozeley, England, December
mm.-éﬁﬂ« Charics  Willtaw Tolsone i

rance,

year, i,
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Officers of the Charm
Rudlin With a Can

It s not often that getl
of the steamer Charmel
to be taken by surprise,
on Sunday last, when oH
the run over to Vane
waited upon him, and
respect and affection f
presented him with a hay
ed ebony cane, beariang
ficient inscription: “Capt|
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“We, the undersigne
S.8. Charmer beg your
small token of our ested
the spirit of good will
ing between captain and
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this cane it is our wish
companfon for many yea
ing you a Merry Christ]
New. Year, we remain,

(Sd.) Thos. McLaughli
Heritage, Chief Enginee
lee, Second Engineer;
Engineer; J. D. Griffin
Leod, Mate; A. S. Ne
H. Moxon, Steward; T.
Clerk; W. Ahern, Baggag]
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The list of presents fol

Mrs. G. A. McTavish
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Falling Down Stalrs She Is

Believed to Have Fra

¥ wrad

ed Her Skull,

A woman known #s Marvel Conn, but
whose correct name is believed to be
Mrs. €. L. Johnson, died at her home,
-62 Broad street, last evening, as a result
of injuries received from falling dewn
stairs, Barly Tuesday morning the in-
mates of the house were startled by a
crash, and going into the hallway found
the unfortunate woman lying at the foot
of the stairs, and the fragments of a
lamp, which she had been earrying, gﬁgt.
tered about the floor. She was uncon-
scious, and could consequently give mno
explanation of how the accident occurred.

A physician was immediately sent for, [40®:

and after he had made an examination
of the wounds ordered her to the hospi-
tal. 'This her friends refused to do until
they obtained her consent. When she
regained consciousness she refused to go.
She was conscious all day yesterday, but
all she could remember was that she had
tripped and fallen. The doctors believe
that she had an apoplectic fit, and that in
fil-lgxg she fractured the base of her
skuil,

Servgeant Redgrave took charge of the
remains last evening and removed them
to the morgue, notifying Coroner Hart.
The coroner decided to have a post-
mortem examination held this morning
and an inquest in the afternoon.

_The woman had been a resident of
Victoria but a short time, purchasing
about a month ago the furniture of the
house in which she died. Shq had rela-
tives in Northport, Wash.

SURPRISED THE CAPTAIN.

Officers of the Charmer Present Capt.
Rudlin With a Cane and Address,

It s not often that genial Captain Rudlin
of the steamer Charmeér, permits himself
to be taken by surprise. He was, however,
on Sunday last, when on the completion of
the rum over to Vancouver, his officers
waitéd upon him, and in token of their
respect and affection for the commander,
presented him with a handsome gold-mount-
ed ebony cane, bearing the simple yet suf-
ficient insecription: “@apt. Rudlin. from Offi-
cers of the Charmer, Xmas, 1809, The
handsome gift was accompanied by the
following cordially worded address:

‘“We, the undersigned officers of the
S.8. Charmer -beg your acceptance of this
small tokeni of our esteem, and trust that
the spirit of good will and harmony exist-
ing between captain and officers may con-
tinue unbroken. In presenting you with
this cane it is our wish that it may be your
companfon for many years to come. Wish-
ing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New. Year, we remain, . =, el

(Sd.) Thos. McLaughlin, Purser; John A.
Heritage, Chief Engineer; Geo. C. Brown-
lee, Second Hngineer; A. Pendola, Third
Engineer; J. D. Griffin, Pilot;Joha Mec-
Leod, Mate; A. S, Netherby, Bartender;
H. Moxon, Steward; T. D. Fawcett, Freight
Clerk; W. Ahern, Baggagemaster.

To say that Captain Rudlin was ‘‘taken
eompletely by surprise’’ expresses the situ-
ation but mildly. He was astonished to the
limit, and it was some moments ere he
found voice to express his appreciation of
the handsome gift and of the cordial feel-
ings evidenced by his officers,

0

GOLDEN "WEDDING.

Unusual Celebration Held at Lake Hill
on Christmas Day.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Alexander, of Lake
Hill, formerly of Saanich, who celebrated
their golden wedding on Christmas Day,
were married in Springfield, Illinois, on
December 25, 1849. Twelve children were

born to them, of whom seven are stifl liv-
ing, and besides they have 21 grandchildren.
With the exception of one daughter all
were present at the celebration, for which
their home was prettily decorated. The
couple came. to Victoria in 1858 and have
since resided on the Island. . Among the
callers on Monday were: Mr. John Tolmie,
the Misses Tolmie, Postmaster and Mrs.
Noah Shakespeare, Ald. and Mrs. Hay-
ward, Mrs. and Miss Spotts, Mr. P. Spotts,
Mr. and Mrs. Newcambe, Mr. F. Spotts,
sr.,, Mr. H. Young, Mr, and Mrs. J. Simp-
son, Mr. and Mrs. J. Barneswell, Mrs. L.
A. Booth, Miss M. Estes, Mr. and Mrs. J.
Stuart Yates, Mr. T. W, Pierre, Mr. J. T.
Pierre and daughter, Mr, H. King, Mrs.
Monk, sr., Mr. and Mrs. Monk, Mr. and
Mrs. Bamfield, Mr. H. Carter, Mr, H. D.
Helmcken, M.P.P., Miss Maude Goodwin,
and Mr, D. D. McTavish. !
. The health of the couple was proposed
by Mr. H, D, Melfncken, who congratulated
them on the event, one of the few of the
kind beld in this section of the country.
He -spoke of the esteeis In wtich they were
held and hoped that they would long be
spared. :
The list of presents follows:

Mrs. G. A. McTavish and Mrs. W. R.
Higgins, gold belt; Mr. and Mrs. R, T.
Clanton, gold ice cream dish; Miss C.
Spotts, gold mug; Mrs. Chas. Spotts, gold
cream jug; Ald. and Mrs. Chas. Hayward,
gold flower pot; Mr. and Mrs, Newcomb,
cake plate and cheque; Mr. T. W, Pierre,
gold tea set; Mr. and Mrs. Noah Shake-
speare, gold salid spoon; Mr. and Mrs.
Barnswell, pafr gold mugs; Mrs, L. A.
Booth, palr gold vases; Mr. and Mrs, 8.
Carter, butter bowl; Mr, T. Spotts, sr.,
gold brooch; Mrs. M. Estés, gold cup and
saucer; Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Yates, gold
fruit bowls; Mr. and Mrs. Debain, gold
spoon; Mr. and Mrs. J. Simpson, vases and
stand; Mr. and Mrs. H. King, silk hand-
kerchief and cash; the Misses Tolmie, gold
brooch; Mr, John Tolmie, gold cuff buttons;
Dr. and Mrs. 8. F. Tolmie, gold picture
frame; Mr. Herbert Carter, cup and saucer;
Mr. and Mrs. H. D. Helmcken, gold spoons;
Mr. J. T. Pierre, chequne; Mr. H. Young
(Saanich), cheque: Mr. and Mrs. Monk,
cheque; Mr, T. Alexander, cheque; Mr, and
Mrs. D. R. Ker, pincushion; Mrs. A. Scott,
‘pincushion; Mr. and Mrs, Bamfield, cash;
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Anderson, cash.

The evening was spent after. a glorious
supper in singing and dancing,”the merry
‘party .not ending up till early. hours.in the
morning, ; e
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Im’ense increase in th 52 4 :
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Devons. The young ier attemded
school in Victoria West until'he was 16
years of age, and two yeams ago joined
the regiment with which he is now serv-
INg. o oL £

‘Will Go to the Lazaretto~The Chi-
nese patient believed to have developed
leprosy during His recent residence in
Sidney, and ‘who has been in isolation
during several weeks past, in charge of
the. provincial police, has mow reached
such a stage in the dread disease that all
doubt is dispelled. He will accordingly
be sent to the Darcey Island lazaretto
without further delay, :

——tlges .

Religious Hallucination.—Among the
passengers from Bella Coola by the
steamer Boscowitz yesterday were Na-
tive Ognstuble tI:efwsls and an insg.nebo p;x:
oner, Jackson by name—also an aborig-
Jdne. Jackson, w.\v:o has tiken great inter-
‘est in the mission work in the North, is
laboring under the peculiar hallucination
that he is the Lord Jesus. It is ex-
pected that he will go to the asylum to-
day, the medical examiners being agreed
that his case is hopeless.

PRSI, SO Sy

Dined  Their Employees.—In accord-
ance with a graceful custom inaugurated
last Christmas, the British Columbia
Market Company yesterday evening
dined their male employes to the num-
ber of an even dozen, at the snug little
Boomerang, whose proprietor, Mr. H. C.
Marr, is himself a veteran of the com-
pany’s staff. Manager Welch presided,
and the social gathering was heartily en-
joyed by all, the spread, it may be need-
less to remark, challenging criticism,

g

Death of Mrs. O'Reilly.—The sad
news was received in Victoria yesterday
of the death on the 23rd instant at Lon-
don, Eng., of Mrs. O’Reilly, wife of the
Hon. P. O'Reilly. ' Deceased, in com-
pany with her husband, landed at Liver-
pool on the  21st instant from the
steamer Oceanic, and succumbed two
days later to the werious illness with
‘which she had been afflicted. Mrs.
O’Reilly was married in the year 1864.
She had been in extreme ill-health for
some time, and was going to England in
the hope that the change would benefit
her. Besides her husband two sons and
a daughter survive her.

SR VR

Dr., Hoyes Takes a Bride—A quiet
home marriage was celebrated last even-
ing at the residence of the bride’s moth-
er, 27 Fernwood Road, when Miss Mabel
Grace Bunting, youngest daughter of the
late C. E, Bunting, became the wife of
Dr. William T. Noyes of vTrail, B. C.,
the physician of the Columbia & West-
ern Railway Co., and of the Trail smel-
ter. The ceremony last evening was per-
formed by Rev. W. Leslie Clay, be-
neath a floral bell in the prettily deco-
rated parlor, and was witnessed by the
immediate friends of the bride amd no
other guests. Dr. and Mrs, Hoyes leave
by the Charmer this morning for their
home in Trail.

—_————

adjourned meeting of the Trades and
Labor Council yesterday evening, the
council had with them as a guest Mr.
James Ferguson, of Seattle, organizer of
the American Federation of Labor. The
report of the delegates to the recent labor
conference at Vancouver was received
and tabled until the next régular meet-
ing; the matter of the labor organiza-
tions taking an active part in the ap-
proaching municipal electiong also going
over for subsequent consideration. The
committee on manual training in schools
had their report referred back to them,
pending a receipt of information from
Professor Robertson; and it was ar-
ranged to take up each of these several
important matters at a meeting to be
heid next Wednesday night, when the
election of officers will also be con-
ducted.
B s S

New Year’s Hospitality.—For ~many
years past on New Year’s Day, the
members of Perseverance Lodge No. 1,
I. O. G. T., have kept open house in
Temperance hall.: Next Monday will be
no exception to the rule. The hall will
be open at 1 o'clock, and Perseverance
Lodge will be at home to receive callers
untii 5 o’clock in the evening. Refresh-
ments will be served during that time,
and in the evening—as has been the cus-
tom—there will be a free concert at
which a number of the best amateur en-
tertainers of the city will assist, under
the direction of Mr, J. G. Brown. The
lodge desires it to be understood that
everyone will be made welcome at this
reception, especially those who have mno
homes in the city, or who may be so-
journing here for a brief period. Invi-
tation cards bhave been distributed
throughout the city, and it is hoped and
anticipated that many will avail them-
selves of the proferred hospitality. For
those who may find their calling time re-
stricted, various amusements will be pro-
vided, and an orchestra will discourse
good mwusic during the afternoon.

s e

Christmas at Sooke.—~Knox church,
Sooke, was the scene of a very pretty
Christmas gathering a few evenings ago,
the seating capacity of the sacred edifice
being taxed to its mtmost, and the inte-
rior being. very charmingly decorated in
honor of the festival occasion. Refresh-
ments were served by the ladies of the
district at 8 o’clock; after which hour a
good programme was presented by the
best district talent, assisted by Mr. and
Mrs. .Hayward,. of Metchosin. Mrs.
Hayward’s rendition of “Loch Lomond”
and “Rothesay Bay” were particularly
enjoyed; while Mrs, Murray sang “Why
Do Summmer' Roses Fade” in an excep-
tionally pleasing manner. Mr. OMer-
shaw, of Bast ke, roused the patri-
otic enthusiasm of all present with ‘“The
Old Brigade;” while Mr. Bone contrib-
uted several comic songs, accompanying
himself on the concertina. “The Gates
of the West” and ‘“‘Afterwards” were
given by Mr. D, A. Fraser, who also pre-
sided at the organ. In addition to the
musical numbers, “The Roman Soldier”
was recited by Mr. Forsyth, and Mr.
Hayward favored with a reading. Dia-
logues were given by the schoel chil-
dren in a manner winning the hearty ap-
probation of the audience, and at the
close of the entertainment Santa Claus
made his appearance and _distributed
presents from the laden Christmas tree.
The patron saint of childhood was. es-
pecially generous, the ‘‘grown-ups” as
well as the young folks, coming in for.a
-share of - hie *treasure "trove.  and . the
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Important Questions Deferred.—Alt the |-

oo s v
 ed the Atrocity.

gefo R : u,es :

Have Thelr Suspicions But Are
Not Themselves Re-
g1

The members of the Methodist Mis-

plosion on BSunday eveuing last, have

held a meeting and decided to offer a re- Co

ward of $100 for the apprehension of
the scoundrels responsible for Sunday’s
sensational scene, Chinatown has been
freely placarded with this announcement
and further there is very little to say.
As in the case of the murder mysteries,
the police are inclined to look ‘wise and
say nothing—that is nothing more than
that they are working, with very little
to work upon. :

It was left for the Times of last even-
ing to launch the sensational theory,cred-
iting it to ‘“members of the congrega-
tion,” that the explosion was the work
of members of the new revolutionary
society recently orgamized here by Kang
Yu-wei—this theory being based upon the
opposition of Rev. Chan Sing Kai, the
native preacher, to this order, his advice
to his pupils having been from the first
to have little to do with an organization

aiming at rvevolution. The knowledge
that all is not harmony in the ranks of
the new order, coupled with the start-
ling disclosures as to its aims and work-
ings in San Francisco that have recently
been made by the press of the Califor-
mia city, gave color to this theory. It'is,
however, repudiated by the mission au-
thor'*'es, while the leading members of
the sang Yu-wei party in Victoria have
asked the insertion of the following in
the Colonist:

“A grave injustice has been done the.
friends of Kamg Yu-wei by an article in
last night’s Times wherein it is insinua-
ted that the friends of that reformer
were implicated in the explosion at the
Methodist Chipese Mission. We ask
space in the Colonist to repel the dis-
graceful charge. The reformers are|
merchants and laborers, most of whom
have shown by a long and honorable
career in this country that they are men
of good order and respectability, and
far above the commission of this das-
tardly outrage which, had it been suec-
cessful, must have involved death or
injury to many innocent persons. = We
have not the slighest idea or clue as to
the perpetrators., Had we such we
would give it at once to the officers of
the law. We wish to say in the strong-
est and most unmistakable manner that
we deeply deplore the atrocity. It is
true, as the Times says, that we wish to
see our true and lawful emperor back on
the throne, but we have no feeling of
hostility toward the young Christianized
Chinese missionary who has delivered
addresses at the Mission church in op-
position to our views. Trusting you will
give this letter an insertion in your val-
uable paper, we are e

“FRIENDS OF KANG YU-WEL”

Casual imquiry in Chinatown leads to
the formation of the fixed opinion that
the truth of the entire matter of the ex-
plosion is quite well understood by many
of the residents in the guarter. Even
the merchant who brought the Iletter
published above to the Colonist last
evening did mot deny that he had his
own suspicions. He contented himself
with #he philosophy: “I don’t know
anything, 1 eat my three meals every
day, and go to sleep, and make a little
money. I don’t bother about what I
think about what I haven’t any business
thinking about.”
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NORTHERN ARRIVALS.

Willapa and Boscowitz Come in From
British Colunibia Coast Ports.

After a rather rough trip from North-
ern British Columbia ports, the C. P.
N. Co.’s steamer Willapa reached port
early yesterday, with fair freight and
passenger lists. Those coming down by
the Willapa were G. Cunningham, J.
Mahood, H. Kirby, R. Draney and W.
McKay. The northern ports have been
visitéd by severe storms recently, some
of the canneries suffering. Several small
hotises were torn from their foundations
and blown into the bay at the Good Hope
cannery, River’s Inlet and Namu and
Wadham’s canneries were also damt
aged by the storm. The Willapa re-
ports that when the steamer passed Egg
Island lighthouse the lamps were burn-
ing, so it is mumnlikely that any serious
mishap to the lighthouse or keeper has
occurred. Consignees by the Willapa
were R. P. Rithet & Co., Albion Iron
Works, D. Spencer, B. C. Cannery Co.,
Miss Floyd, P. T. Johnson and Findlay,
Durham & Brodie. Among the freight
was a quantity of salt salmon from Riv-
er’s Inlet.

The Boscowitz arrived yesterday af-
ternoon from Naas and way ports with
a fair number of passengers and a quan-
tity of freight, among which was a thou-
sand cases of salmon from the Browns-
ville cannery. The passengers were D.
J. Raney, W. D. Morse, J. K. Graham,
A, Grasland, F. Grasland, L. A. Nestyl,
A. E. Napp, J. Kelly and E. McPher-
son, mostly returning miners from north-
ern points.

AN ALASKAN FLYER.

An Eighteen-Knot Boat Being Built on
Atlantic Coast for Seattleites.

Frank E. Burns, who is interested in
the Alaska Steamship Company and has
been for a year or two on the Yukon in-
terested in navigation, was interviewed
by the Daily Alaskan and is quoted as
follows:

* The flyer which we are to add to the
Skagwya-Sound Tum, is being built on
the Atlantic Coast under the direction of
Walter Oakes, president, and Geonge
Lent, another member of the company,
and formerly chief engineer of the
Dirigo. The ship is to be a twin-screw,
triple expansion craft. She will have
accommodation -for 250 passengers and
800 tons of freight, and will enter the
trade to compete with the fastest
comers. The fleetest craft on the run
to-day makes 14 knots. Our craft will
make 18 knots. She is being constructed
‘with an eye to having her especially |
adapted to the. Sound-and Skagway run.
The . salodn  will - sweep _stem to |

“and be surrounded by the eabins, [

[ Wehich will be so arfinged that one door

sion of Fisgard street, which narrowly |
escaped destruction by am arranged ex-|.

REPORTED OHANGE.
Said ‘That Col, Peters Will Be Trans-
ferred to Toronto Miﬁtgr_y District.

It is stated that Lieut.-Col
D. O. C. for Military District"

cceed
-least. * Since Col. Otter
went to South Africa, No. 2 distriet has
been under Col. Holmes, of No. 1 dis-
trict, London. Col.. Evans was wecalled
from -the .Yukon to succeed Col. Otter,
but now.he also is going to South Africa,
and consequently Col. Peters’ transfer to
the banner: military district of the Do-
minion.  The district comprises the
third brigade division, including the
force in the counties of Brant, Haldi-
mand;, Lincoln, Monck, Niagara, Nor-
folk, Welland, Wentworth,
ilton, and bl&a Fourth B )
ccomprising the i f :
Grey, Algoma: (east of ' Nepigon), On-
tario, Peel, Simecoe, Halton and York,
and the Fifth Brigade division, Toronto:
On a previous occasion, when it was
proposed to tramsfer Col. Peters, it is
understood he said he would prefer re-
tirement. . 'The Colonel was born in St.
John, N. B., im 1853, and in his nine-
teenth year received his first commission
as a subaltern in the 62nd Battalion.
He held similar rank in the.Garrison
Artillery of Manitoba and “A” Battery,
R. C. A, and was promoted to captain
in the latter in 1874. His majority he
obtained in 1887, and came to Victoria
when the famous “C” Battery was sent
out to this station. TIn 1893 he became
a lieutenant-colonel d4nd succeeded that
thorough solldier, Lieut.-Col. Holmes, as
D. A. G., with headquarters at Victoria.
He was adjutant of the Shoeburyness
team in 1881, and served in the North-
west Tebellion of 1885, being repeatedly
mentioned for gallantry.
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THE RETAIL MARKETS,

Corrected List Giving the Ruling Retail
Quotations,

—

There have been no material changes in
the retail market quotations during the
past week ,although the following list will
be found different to the last published one,
it_having been thoroughly revised.

Local merchants all report a good Christ-
mas trade, but it was crowded into the last
days of the week, business during the early
part of the month having been quieter than
usual at this season. Another little rush
is expected on Friday and Saturday 1u pre-
paration for New Years. Here are the re-
tail quotations:

Flour—

Ogilvie’s Hungarian, per bbl. .
Lake of the Woods, per bbl $s
0. K,, per bbl 5
Snow Klake, per bbl.. posil
Calgary, Hungarian, per tbl..
Premier, per bbl e
XXX Enderby, per bbl
Grain— 3
Wheat, per fton .. .. cany,
Corn (whole), per ton .iuvi..
Corn (cracked), per ton...s..
Oats, per ton b
Barley, per ton .. .......... (L
Oatmeal, per 10 1bs..........
Rolled Oats (B. & K.) :.p....
Rolled oats (B. & K.), 7lb sack
Feed—

Hiy (baled), per ton....... 5o 16 :

Straw, pér bale ....c...i5...

Middlings, per ton ......

Bran, per ton .

Ground feed, per ton ...
Vegetables—

Potatoes, per 100 s
Cabbage, per I
Cauliflower, per head
Lettuce, 4 heads for ......
Carrots, per D..... ....
Turnips, perIb. ..........
Celery, per bunch .. ..
Fish—
Salmon (smoked) p.
Salmon (spring),
Salmon (stee]heags) per Ib..
Oysters, (Olympian), per pt.
Oysters (Pastern), per doz
ICIO?X’bper }l; = .). Wi
alibut (frozen er
Herring, per o
Smelts, perIb..... ...
Flounders, per b oL
Orabs, B I0or ....ovoniass

Farm Produce—

Eggs (Manitoba), per dozen..
Eres, (Island, fresh), per doz
Butter (Delta creamery) ....
Best dalg .
Butter (Cowichan creamery).
Cheesge (Canadian) .. .. .. ..
Lard, per 1b.

Meats—
Hams (American), per Ib....
Hams (Canadian), per Ib.....
* Bacon (American), per I....
Bacon (Canadian), per Ib....
Bacon (rolled), per Ib........
Bacon (long clear), per Ib....
Shoulders, per lb
Beel, - per B, i ve.ireih
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Veal, per Id..
Pork, per 1b.
Game—

Grouse, per brace ....... bl
Ducks (mallards) ,per .brace..
Ducks (widgeon), per brace..
Ducks (teal), per
Ducks (brant), per brace.. ..
Rabbits (Island), each.. ...
Fruit—
Bananas per doz .. .. .. ..
Lemons (California), per doz.
Lemong (small) per doz.. ....
Apples, per Ib.
Penrs; 3108 foF . ... 00n0
Oranges (Japanese), per box..
Oranges (navals), per doz....
Nuts (all kinds), per Ib.. ....
Poultry—
Dressed chicken, per pair....
Ducks (Island), per pair.
Ducks (Eastern) per pair...,
Turkeys (Island), per Ib....
Turkeys (Easternj, per Ib.. ..
Geese, per b
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May Mates in December.—At the home
of the bride’s mother, Mrs. A. O. Couves,
of 169 Johnson street, a pretty ﬂu_rme
wedding was solemn.izgd ev
Right Rev. Bishop Uridge uniting
matrimony Mr. Wiliam H. M: May, of
Wellington, and Miss Maria @ Jane

ves. The bridesmaids were the
Misses Annie and Blanche Couves, and
the groom was supported by Mr. George
M. Richards of Wellington, the bride
being given away by her uncle, Mr.
George J. Jones. Mr. and Mrs. May left
by the Charmer this morning for Van-
couver, where the first days of the honey-
moon will be spent. :

Prompt, relief in sick headache, dizziness.
nfiusea, constipation, pain in the side, guar-
hnteed to those using Oarter’s Little Liver
PHis. » One. a- dose. Small price. Small
dose. - Small. pill. T - IR
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Communication and Bring
No Honolulu Mall. :

‘But Quafanﬂne ‘Now .Appatent-
ly Raised—Willapa and
'Boscowitz Return.

Genuine bubonic plague, the “scourge
of the'Orient,” has found its way across
the Pacific and gained a temporary foot-
hold in the Hawaiian islands. There all
classes of the community are uniting
with the health authorities to stamp it
out of  existence, it already having
claimed two victims and done incaleul-
able harm to trade and commerce. - Just
how the fearsome disease was introduced
into Henolulu is not definitely under-
stood as yet, for - the Canadian-Aus-
trallian liner Aorangi (which has just ar-
rived here with the mews), declined to

 accept harbor privileges in view of the
| risk ‘involved, on her call at the Ha-

wailan ‘city on the 19th instant, a.ndv
would receive neither papers, passengers
nor freight, nor even mails. Indeed, dur-
ing the 23 hours’ stay that she made off
the harbor entranee, communication
with the shore was forbidden,  although
passengers and light freight booked for
Honoluln were permitted to be landed.
The general information of the Aorangi’s
passengers is that three cases-in all de-
veloped, . all among the coolie class re-
cently arrived from Japan under condi-
tional contract for work on the planta-
tions; the Aorangi’s purser was given
to understand that fatal results had
marked two of the cases. As soon as the
chdracter of the disease was determin-
able, the port was placed under strict
gquarantine, the latest fresh case occur-
iing on the 12th December. One‘ week’
thereafter bringing no augmentation of
the sick roll, the quarantine was officially
raised on the 19th, although rather than
incur any undesirable risks and subject
their vessels, to possible detention at
destination ports, the majority of the
regular passenger liners still decline:to
call. The understanding that the plague
was introduced from Japan is in a man-
ner condfirmed by the fact that the plague
was reported to be working considerable
fatality in the northern part of that
empire when the last Empress arrived
here on the 13th instant; although the
advices by the City of London, direct
from the Orient only a few hours in ad-
vance of the Aorangi’'s docking yester-
day, ‘contain mo intimation of danger.
The experience of Honolulu will un-
doubtedly be a spur-to unremittent vigil-
ance on the part of the quarantine offi-
cials at William Head station. It was
after a fine passage from Australia anq
Southern Seas that the R. M. 8. Aorangi
decked here last mnight, with very few
passengers and a small freight. The
ship had left Sydney on Saturday, De-
cemnber 5, and had fine weather and
northerly winds to Brisbane, where she
urrived on the 7th instant. The steamer
left Brisbane on the 8th instant, and
with the exception of occasional showers
fine weather with moderate winds was
experienced to the Equator, which was
crossed on the 14th. The Aorangi ar-
rived off Honolulu at 6:30 p. m. on the
19th instant, and left again at 7:30 p. m.
on the 20th. Fine weather with a
smooth sea prevailed, and a remarkably
good passage was made. The Aorangi
brought the following passengers: P.
Jones, Capt. and Mrs. Von Schoen and
children, F. Davis, D. Miles, T. Man-
ning, Mr. Jackson and son, H. Halvar-
sen, Stanley Latham, G. H. Oalway, C.
P. Brithwood, Mr. and Mrs. T. Mills,
Miss Mills, E. Houton, Mr, and Mrs, J.
D. V. Mannion, Mrs. McMillan, Mr. and

25| Mrs. Munroe, and Mrs, and Miss Dels-

.worth.
D ——— | e —

TWENTIETH CENTURY, A. D.

A Socratic Dialogue on the Beginning
of the Twentieth Century.

To the Editor 62 the Colonist:

Q. Anno Domini! What does it mean?

A. The year of the Lord: that is, the
number of years since our Lord was
born into this world.

Q. What is that number of years, 4s
usually reckoned?

A. 1899 years.

Q. What then is now, December 28,
the actual length of time since the mar-
vellous birth?

A. 1899 years, 11 months, 28 days.

Q. Then since last January 1 we have
been livcing in the nineteen hundredth
year?

A. Certainly!

Q. Then next Sunday, December 31,
the twelve months will be completed,
which added to 1899, will make 1990
completed ?

A. Verily!

Q. Monday, January 1, will then be the
first day of the 365 days that will run
on to make the year 1901.

We will then on that day: “Ring out
the old century; ring in the new.” Lau-
des Deo!!

Note.—It is our English custom not to
Teckon a year until it is completed. Thus
a_child .of 10 is not said to be 10 years
old until the 10 years are completed.
After the 10th birthday he enters upon
the days of his eleventh year. H. G
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TO TREAT INEBRIATE POOR.

Ontario Government Asked to Bonus a
Scheme for Their Cure,

A deputation from the Ontario Medi-
cal Association, composed of Dr. Gilbert
Gordon, Dr. Oldright, Dr. Rosebrugh,
Toronto, and Dr. Coventry, of ‘Windseor,
recently waited upon the Ontario gov-
ernment. to propose a scheme for treat-
ing the pauper inebriates of the province
similar to that which has been advocated
by the Prisoners’ Aid Association. They
propose that.inebriate wards be set aside

in the -general hospitals throughout the |

province, at which the poor will be treat-
ed for drunkenness free of charge. The
mode of treatment, they suggesied,
should be subject to government sur-
veillance,

It is estimated that it will take a grant
of $10,000 to start the scheme and keep
it running for the- first year. Of this,
$5,000 will be mecessary for immediate
outlay. ~The other $5,000 will be re-
quired for superintenidence. There are
about 1,000 pauper inebriates in the
province, but’ it is proposed to treat only
300 or 400 during the first year.

Premier Ross expressed himself as fa-
vorable to the scheme outlined by the
medical men,. and promised to have it

:}brought before the‘house at the mext ses-

sion. It was the best schemse for the

he atated, . tha ;
ittt o ik -1 Rad. enee. boet
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| Britatnts, New Battiostins

'8, N . W:
Naiod Adber Fassass”

From London Daily Telegraph, -

There is already -one class of utunnlpiér

uamed after famous British admirals. They
Wwere bullt and completed a decade ago, and
are mow out of date. They perpetuate the

memory of Anson, Camperdown, Benbow,
¢ maval |-
heroes of a former day. Other admirals of |

Rodney, Howe and Col

the past, Nelson, Hood, Hawke, Blake,
Drake, Raleigh and St. Vincent—are com-
memorated in the names of other ships,
though the Nelson s but a useless 20-year-
old battleship and the Raleigh a ship-rig-
ged cruiser of 26 years. Now that the Ad-
miralty are about.to provide the navy with
another group of six battleships, the swift-
est and probably the most powerful for
offence and defence in the world, they have
wisely deci@ed to bestow on these newest
floating  fortresses of the = empire names
which will keep the nation and the officers
and men of the navy in mind of the deeds
of six other heroes whose fame s, perhaps,
hardly kno to the man in the street, but
who did valiantly for their scountry at
times when the nation badly needed men
of grit, daring and firmly fixed purpose.
The new ships—the earliest mastodons of
the twentieth century—will revive memo-
ries of six giants of the.navy of yesterday
and the yesterday before that—Montagu
and Albemarle—two of Cromwell’s admirals
—and Russell, Exmouth, Duncan and Corn-
wallis. This is a sextet that deserves the
honor that is now to be dope to their prow-
ess at sea, and the Admiralty will be con-
gratulated upon giving such names to such
noble ships.
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Hdward Montagu, known to the peerage
as the first Barl of Sandwich, and George.
Monk, the first Duke of Albemarle, were
both friends of Cromwell, and possibly this
is the reason why they were also rivals—and
not friendly rivals. The one shed lustre on
the County of Huntingdon, and was the
hero of Pepy’s Diary, and the other came
from Devonshire, and claimed relationship
to Tennyson’s Sir Richard Grenville of the
“Little Revenge,” while both were soldiers
by training like Blake, and sailors by sub-
sequent. choice ‘or chance. Edward Russell,
the first and only Harl of Orford, came of
noble stock, being the nephew of the first
Duke of Bedford. But it is as one of the
heroes of Solebay, of Barfluer, and of Cape
La Hogue that he is, and will be, remem-
bered. Duncan, the contemporary of Sir
John Jervis and the vietor of Camper-
down, was a veritable Scottish giant, 6
feet 4 inches in height, and of correspond-
ing breadth, He died a year béfore Nelson
met his death in the Vietory, and of him
the hero of Trafalgar wrote: “The name of
Duncan will never be forgotten by Bri-
tain, and in particular, by its navy.” Not
even Nelson thought that his words would
come so literally true, Bdward Pellew, a
sturdy Cornishman, who served under
Howe, chose to become Baron Exmouth of
Canonteign, in the neighboring County of
Devon, when his turn came to take his seat
in the House of Lords as a reward for his
services. Willlam Corwallis lives .in the
nation’s history as a friend of Nelson, a
portly man with a red face, whom his mer
nick-named “Billy go tight”’—why, is not
certain. Omne of the participators in the
battle of Grenada, he succeeded Lord St.
Vincent as First Lord of the Admiiralty.
Duncan and Russell also filled the appoint-
ment on which Mr. Goschen, in his two
terms of office, has shed so much luster, so
that three of the new battleships will keep
alive the reputations, won ashore and
afloat, of officers who in former years filled
the premier place at Whitehall, which has
for so long been almost exclusively occu
pled by -civilians more famed for their
statesmanship than for their acquaintance
with the sea or knoweldge of the navy.
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All these ships are not yet actually under
construction, but where, as in at least two
cases, the keels have not beem laid, large
quantities of material have been prepared,
and when the ships are laid down in a few
weeks the rate of construction will be rap-
id. A battleship is not planned and built
in a day, nor yet in a year, and though
these six ships were authorized m. y
months ago—four of them as a reply to
Russia’s extraordinary naval vote of July,
1898—there has been a great mass of work
with which the officlals concerned have hac
o grapple in the interval, At last, however,
it is possible to state that the whole sextet
will be in hand before New Year at the fol-
lowing vards, the figures in parenthesis in-
dicating the periods in which the respective’
admirals who are commemorated lived;

Albemarle (1608-1670). ..Chatham Dockyard.
Montagu (1625-1672)..... .Devonport Docky’d.
Russell (1653-1727)......Jarrow-on-Tyne.
Duncan (1731-1804) Blackwall,
Cornwallis (1744-1819)...Blackwall
ZExmouth (1757-1832 Birkenhead.

Gach-of these battleships will have a
displacement of 14,000 tons, being 1000
tons - less than the Venerable, recently
launched at Chatham, and her sisters at
Portsmouth and Devonport, the London
and Bulwark. They will not be as small as
the six ships of the Canopus class by just
over a thousand tons, but they will be more
heavily armored, better gunned, and of
greater speed, thanks to the continual ad-
vance of the everlasting duel between of-
fence and defence, and the progress of ma-
rine engineering. The principal dimensions
will be: Length between perpendiculars
405 feet (being 5 feet In excess of any pre-
vious battleship); beam, 75 feet 6 inches;
mean water draught, 26 feet 6 inches (be-
ng 3 inches less than the Venerable, and 1
foot less than the Majestic). At the bow of
each will be a solid steel ram, weighing
about 30 tons. The main protection will
consist of a belt of armor 290 feet long,
consisting of 7 inches of Harveyized steel,
at the centre where the vital parts of the
ship need protection, and gradually taper-
ing off towards the bows to 3 inches in
thickness. This is a great improvement on
the Majestic, whose belt is only 220 feet
long, and though thicker, has leéss power of
resistance, owing to the subsequent im-
provement in the armor. The new battle-
ships will have armored deck, bulkhead,
barbettes, and casemates, as in all modern
ships of this type,
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The armament of the new vessels wiil
excel anything yet attempted in the British
navy—not because there is any increase in
the main armament compared with other
recent battleships, but because the guus of
the various calibres have been greatly im-
proved. Each modern battleship carries
four 12-inch gumns, breech-loaders, mounted
in armored barbettes, with 12 6-inch quick-
firers in casemates. The guns in the six!
néw Admirals will be of similar callbre,
but of an improved type. These new guns
are marvelous weapons.

By means of improved mechanism the de-
structive power of these weapons—the 12-
inch gun carrying an 850 pound projectile,
and the 6-inch gun a 100 pound projectile—
has been increased in one case by ne_nrly
80 per cent.,, and in the other by nearly
60 per cent. The new 12-inch gun-is now
on its trial, but a sugcessful issue to the
tests is mot doubted. It is an established
fact that it has a range of over 20 miles—
that is, can throw an 850 pound projectile
from Dover to Calais; while the 6-inch
weapon can carry from 13 to 14 miles—in
other words, hurtle a 100-pound projectile
through the air from London to a m:le or so
over Kingston.

“ s * ®

The tendency in the world’s navies Is to
attach a new importance to speed in battle-
ships. It is npot surprising, therefore, to

find thaf, whereas we started with battle-
ehips ‘Wwith a spéed of ouly 14 or 1414 kamots,
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and were content with this achievement
down to 1880, since that date the average
has been increased, and now it is claimed
for these six new battleships that they
will be able to steam at 19 knots an hour,
or over 21 land miles, in spite of the heavy
burden of nearly 3,000 tons of armor which
each vessel will carry, This speed is even
better than that of our best cruisers of
10 or 15 years ago, and is from one to two
knots an hour better than the battleships
of the Majestic type. Many causes contri-
bute to this improvemént. The si¥X new
Admirals, though their displacement Is 900
tons less than the Majestics, are 15 feet
longer, and draw 18 inches less water on
a beam of only 6 inches more. Hence thére
is less resistance to the progress of the ship.
Another . cause contributing to this in-
creased speed is the much criticised water-
tube boiler, of which each of the new bat-
tleships will have 24. Whereas the horse-
power indicated in the Majestics is 10,000,
that in the new Admirals will be 18,000.
Neither in armor, guns, nor machinery has
there been any attempt to economise, but
there is apparently to be less bunker rgom
for coal. The average amount of fuel that
will be carried by the new battleships will
oe 900 tons, or less, while at a pinch mare
than twice as much could be stowed away,
This is a smaller provision for coal than
in any existing British battleship.
—_— ¥

TO OFFSET BRITAIN'S GIBRAL-
TAR,

In a series of articles now running in Le
Monde Illustre and dated in 1912 Henri de
Noussane describes the first passage of
French - warships through a military ship
canal which has, at that date, been com.
pleted from the Atlantic to the Mediter-
ranean, The mythical canal runs from’
Bordeaux, following the Garonne, a great
part of the way through the southern pro-
vinces, and having its Mediterranean ter-
iminal near Perpignan, runuing = wholly
through territory of the Republic and 'ad-
mirably defended by nature,

De Noussane writes in the cabin of a
battleship. one of the fleet taking the Pres-
ident of the Republic, the Czar of Russia,
and their new ally, the German Emperor,
on the official voyage to inaugurate the
canal.” He desecribes the demonstrations of
patriotic enthusiasm displayed as the war.
ships pass at 14 kilometers an hour through
Gascony, the naval dock yards, and arsen-
als at the ‘“‘port” of Agen, midway between
ocean and great gsea.

Near Agen locomotives are attached to
the battleships and the Garonne is crossed
on a bridge canal. The writer pictures the
contrast between the sleepy Agen of eight
years back with the bustling eommereial
port it is in 1912, 'There is a banquet, at
which the Czar and the Emperor are hail-
ed with acclamations only less exuberant
than the President’s.

“‘On to Toulouse—Toulouse, which will be

programme for the next day, and the next
chapter of his romance and the succeeding
articles will describe the triumphant pass-
age of the fleet into the Gulf of Lyons apd
out on the Mediterrandan without having
passed under the British guns at Gibraltar,

De Noussane discusses the hostile argu-
ments brought forward at the inception of
the enterprise in 1900, and riddles them
with the triumphs of engineering, military
sclence; and industrial development whick
in 1912 have comfounded the short-sighted
adversaries of the canal. His canal has
made“the invasion of Britain, Napoleon s
dream, a military problem solved. .

SR gy,
VANCOUVER NEWS.

Vancouver, Dec. 26.—Dr. R. R. Rob-
inson, of Steveston, and ut one time an
officer of -the 16th Battalion, Picton,
Ont., has secured a position as surgeon
with the ¢econd’ Canadian contingent,
and is how hurrying to Toronto. ¢

German residents  here aceused. of
anti-British ~Christmas speeches have
indignant denials: in the local press,

A. N. C. King, for'upwards of twenty
years book-keeper wnt the - Moodyyilie
miHl, died on Sunday, from the 'et!yéem
of a cold contracted recently while at-
tending a funeral. Fe leaves a widow
and four ¢hildven. "'Mr. King cante' to
Britieh: Columbia on H. M. §; Ddring

in 1877.

avies’ meadow, thence east 20 chaing,” -

the maritime fortress of France’’—is his 7
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/8\0 Figure ‘Poll‘tldan‘sf iij" cu-|
 lating on Financlal Policy
of the Ministry. =~ | esterday;. saying.

" | dicted
Cannot Be Charged to Revenue | {75,

and Borrowing Preferred
to New Taxes.

Suggested Cabinet Changes Not |

- Likely. Since the Agitators
Lack Following.

By Associated Press. i

NEW YORK, Dec. 24 —Touching on
the political side of the South Airicun
war the London correspondent of the
‘Tribune says: ;

“It is not likely that there will be any
.cabinet <changes, since Mr. Alfred
Harmsworth’s claims to political dicta-
torship, by virtue of having a string of
profitable newspapers under his personal
control, are not recognized. §

“This millionaire newspaper owner,
who was a clerk with a modest salary
under Sir George Newnes only a few
years ago, is Lord Rosebery’s friend and
aspires to be a political Warwick for
both parties, with a large incidental in-
<rease in the circuation of the Daily
Mail; but he lacks sagacity and s_obnety
of judgment. CQCertainly the Tories are
as little prepared for the displacement of
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach by Mr. Cham-
berlain as the Liberals are for Lord
Rosebery’s return to leadership.

“Sir Michael Hicks-Beach will find it
less difficult to finance a big war than
a small one, since he will be forced to
borrow on a large scale and increase the
funded debt. The military operations in
South Africa will require not ten but fif-
ty million sterling. It is clearly imprac-
ticable for the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer to provide for war expenses by
charging them against revenues for two
or three years, and carrying a large float-
ing debt. He is not likely to increase
the difficulties of the ministry by raising
the rate of taxation, and thereby render-
ing the war unpopular, when he has the
easy resource of borrowing the money
which he requires and leaving another
generation to carry the financial burden
of a war for the salvation of the Empire.
It is generally assumed that he will take
this course, especially as it will tend to
promote steadiness in the money markets
of the world, which have already’ been
thrown into confusion by the war, Jan-
uary will be the best time for bringing
out bonds, when -dividends are realized
and money ‘is flowing into London, New
York and Berlin; but Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach is a slow-going financier who re-
qu:;es time in order to pull himself to-
gether.”
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KITCHENER SAILS,

Malta, Dec. 24.—Gen, Kitchener, chiet
of staff to Gen. Lord Roberts, arrived
her_'e_ to-day from Alexandria, on the
Brmsl.l second class cruiser Isis. He
went immediately on board the British
cruiser Dido, which sailed for Gibraltar,
where he will meet Lord Roberts.,

— 0
HOLY YEAR INAUGURATED,

The Venerable Pontiff Directs Impress-
fve Ceremonies in Presence of
Enormous Concourse,

Rome, Dec. 24-—The Pope solemnly
Maumted the Holy Year by perform-
ing the impressive ceremony of opening
the holy door of St. Peter’s cathedral
at 11 o'clock this morning. The cere-
mony was performed in the vestibule
‘which was handsomely decorated, in the
presence of the papal officers, the mem-
bers of the diplomatic cqrps, leading
representatives. of the Roman nobility
and a number of specially invited guests.

By 2 quarter past one he had return-
-d to his private apartments, having per-

the ceremonies with great appar-
ent satisfaction. He was smiling
throughout, but grew pale and showed
®igns of fatigue toward the end.
rofound silence was maintained
throughout the ceremony save when the
Pope gave his blessing, which evoked
loud “Vivas”, The weather was fine and
an enormous concourse assembled in the
precincts of the bassilica. Order was
preserved inside by the pontifical guards,
and outside by the royal carbineers and
the police.
S e SR

ENGLISH FOG MAKES MISHAPS.

Many Passengers Killed or Injured by
Collision of Trains—Steamer’s
Misadventure,

London, Dec, 24.—The present fog in
England has caused a series of rail dis-
asters.

The Caledonian express fell over an
embankment at Hamilton, a town near
‘Glasgow, Saturday. Five persons were
killed and many injured,

A Pullman express telescoped the Con-
‘tinental express near Brighton and three
persons were killed and twenty injured.

The Welsh and Windsor express trains
collided outside of Windsor and disor-
ganized the Christmas traffic.

Greenock, Dec, 24.—A report of the
sinking of the steamer Tainui was er-
roneous. She was not seriojusly dis-
abled and proceeded for Glasgow,

—
NEW YORK ALDERMEN.

New York, Dec, 22.—The board of
aldermen of New York to-day adopted a
resolution praying “ the God of battles’
to make the Boers successful in the war
agalnst England. The resolution will
now go to the council, and if that body
concur® it will come before Mayor Van
‘Wyck for his approval.

e S
THACKARAY.

Sir Bdward Russell, in his book of
reminiscences, says:

It was curious how many persons dis-
iked Thackeray; a man who, to my think-
ing, endears himself to you on gome part
of every page he wrote. One night I was
in the Adelphi theatre and went behind
t0 see an old friend of mine in the com-
pany. He presently said to me: “Did you
see ‘who was in the house?’ I sald: “Dgo
on. mean Thackeray?’ e 'said: ‘Yes.
Do you know that when he eomes In he puts
all of ns out, and we feel we ean’t do any:
thing: : Now,” he continued, ‘*‘with ‘Dick:
ins. 4t is exactly the reverse. ' We sée-him
come In, and he puts us all in a gobd' ctis
nstantly.”

' CONNAUGHT DISAPPOINTED.

Was “Accepted by—’aeg;i?ai Roberts as
Staff Officer but Government
Withheld Assent.

to the front, but the government de-
gloined to give its assent. Then waving
considerations of rank, he offered his
services to Lord Roberts in any capacity
as a staff officer. Lord Roberts con-
'ﬁ?&’" but the government again de-

THE SOLUTION OF WAR.

I:hews'foriks,lbeci‘. %4.—’-Rev. . Mendes
at the nish an synagogue
yesterdapy. preached on *“The Solution of
War; what the defeat of Emgland would
mean for Amnglo-American civilization
and interests.” Dr. Mendes advanced
the theory of an international supreme
court of arbitration which he said would
lead continual]? to the Bible as a “‘so-
{ution of war.”
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Gatacre Chg:cks
Dutch Rebels.
All Males Within Twelve Miles

of British Camps Required
! to Assemble,

Order for Arrest of All Persons
Found Travelling Without
Authority.

By Assoclated Press.

Capetown; Monday, December 18.—
Gen. Gatacre, in order to check insur-
rection among the Dutch colonists angd to
prevent disaffected persons giving in-
formation or other assistance to the
Boers has issued a modified concentrado
order.

By its terms all males over 12 years
old or whatever nationality residing out-

side of towns or villages, but within a
radius of 12 miles of military camps
now established or hereafter to be estab-
lished north of Sterkstroom, are requir-
ed to immediately vacate their places of
residence and either to remove to some
place outside the 12-mile radius or to
form & camp in close proximity to the
nearest military camp. The spot to be
selected , by the officer commanding,
where they must reside until further no-
tice, providing for their own needs.

All persons found within the radius
without passes will be arrested.

London, Dec, 25.—Adyices from Coles-
berg assert that not many colonial Dutch
have joined the Boers in that district.

Certain residents of Malesbury cele-
brated Gen. Gatacre’s repulse at Storm-
berg by a dinmer. .

i
THE QUEEN’S CHRISTMAS TREE.

Wives and Children of Guards in Africa
Share in ‘Heér Majesty's Hospi-
tality.

London, Dec. 26.—The swives and fami-
lies of the Guards reservists from Wind-
sSor now serving in South Africa assem-

bled at St. George’s Hall, Windsor, to-
day, to participate in-the ueen’s Christ-
mas tree celebration, Queen Victoria,
| the Duke and Duchess of Connaught,
Princess Henry of Battenberg, the
Duchess of Albany and others of the
royal family were present,
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THE DEADLY HOWITZER.

Comparison Between This Engine of
War and the Ordinary Gun.

A bowitzer and a gun are two very
different articles, writes a military cor-
respondent. A gun is long for its weight
of metal and a howitzer is short. A gun
can only be elevated to a moderate angle
(with the 15-pounder 15 degrees) where-
as 45 degrees or even 70 degrees of ele-
vation is nothing for a howitzer, A gun
fires one charge only, but a howitzer has
many.

Finally, and here comes the greatest
difference, a gun is made to act by direct
fire—that is, directly striking the face of
what is aimed at, and a howitzer drops
its shell over the object, and spreads its
havoc on the rear side.

The field gunner must be able to see
what he is shooting at, but the scientific
Slege gunner does not want in the least
to see what he is directing his fire
against. He calmly gets his howitzer in
a pit, and leisurely makes his prepara-
tion and fires, reckons up for a minute,
decides where his projectile fell, and
makes the necessary allowance to drop
the next in another spot.

A few of these dreaded engines of de-
struction placed along the horizon give
with their smokeless cordite charge neo
indication whatever of their where-
abouts, -

The six-inch breech-loading howitzers
carried by our siege batteries weigh 25
¢wt., and their carriages about the same.
They have g range of about 8,200 yards,
and fire only common shell of 118 Ibs.
weight, having a bursting charge of
nearly 20 1bs. of lyddite. i

These weapons have never yet been
used in warfare, but when the shell drops
(and it drops on the ground before it ex-
plodgs) it deals destruction in mo un-
sparing manner, ‘and. no human being
could possibly exist within a distance of
at least 100 yards in'any direction.

& e e
HOW ONE GETS BILIOUS.

A sluggish liver falls to fliter the Hile
fiom the blood, and when the poisonous
matter ioes through the body in the wivvu-
lation, the whole system is tainted and de-
runged. This is called billonsness and can
be completely cured by Dr. A. W. Chase's
Kidney-Liver  Pills, - which: act- directly on
the .lver, mnkl%"vlt healthy aund. activa.
One il a dosn. 98 gonte n box. The cheap-

ést medicine in the world,
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| Steamship Lines Offering Free

e

Transport—Collection for
Soldiers’ Families.

By Associated Press.

New York, Dec. 24.—The London cor-
respondent of the Evening Post cables at
length regarding the manmer in whk_:h,
the people of Great Britain take a crisis,
and how they have set to. work to
straighten mattere out. He says:

“England, takes her crisis in her own
peculiar way. In France, Russia, Ger-
many, or any other great European
country, it would presumably be to the
government that all men would turn for
escape from the threatened national dis-
astml:e In England today the English-
man thinks of his government only to
criticise it, and with heartfelt expletives
denounces its military methods of tran-
sport, its artillery of too short range, its
failure to provide the regular mounted
troops most needed for scouting, and so

on. 3

“But having done his swearing, the
Englishman turns away from his govern-
ment to himself and his ‘sons, and there
springs spontaenously from every town
and countryside a new citizen ammy, to
be dressed for most part in homespun
and qualified alone by good health and a
desire to serve. The Lord Mayor began
a few days ago to form a corps called
the Lord Mayor’s Own. He wanted only
1,000 from the city of London, but 1,400
places are already taken and 600 men
are to be mounted. The neighboring and
hardly formed city of Wgstmm_ster, not
to be outdone, is gathering its own
corps, while other mayors and other cit-
ies are forming other bodies.

“Then the Yeomanry, the ancient and
half dead semi-military organization of
mounted farmers of the English country-
side is springing into new life under the
new impulse. Chesham, one of the
hundreds of public spiritéed noblenien, of
whom no one hears except at times of
crises, has taken the lead. Hundreds
of offices have been opened and thou-
sands of offers already been received,
each man bringing his horse; while the
hunting men of Kildare, Meath and oth-
er hunts are adding an Irish squadron.

Besides these there are the volunteers
throughout the length and breadth of
the land who are leaving desk and ware-
house to shoulder mauaskets, not in home
defence, as was the stipulation when
they joined the home Volunteer forces,
but to go to the front in South Af:rica..

‘“The English people in truth are taking
the matter in hand themselves, and, what
is even more remarkable and typical,
they are paying for it over the counter,
as it were, without the help of chancel-
lors of the exchequer and elaborate bud-
gets. The Lord Mayor is equipping his
corps by the aid of fat checks from city
merchants. Mr. Balfour has himself set
going in his own Scottish county of
Haddington, a public fund for the equip-
ment of the county Yeomanry, and these
examples are being widely followed.
Morcover, the owners of the Castle Un-
ion and Wilson lines, the Wilsons being,
by the way, ardent Radicals and anti-
Chamberlainites, are providing free
transports to South Africa,

“Today the Archbishop of Canterbury
publishes the Queen’s letter to the Es
tablished Church, enjoining a national
collection in aid of the wounded, widows
and orphans. It is in just this sponta-
neous, unofficial, seemingly haphazard
way that the richest Empire of history
often does her best work. She does it in
as it is, panic would be childish even
as it is, panis would be childish even
though all Europe did more than growl,
but she does it in calm, dogged belief in
herself and her destiny, let the ‘rest of
the world think and do what it pleases.”
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LONELY DEATH IN NORTH.

Another Story of Rpectors Overcome
by Scurvy and Perishing in
the Wi}derness.

A ghastly tale is brought by recent
arrivals from Peace river, says the Ed-

monton Bulletin. In June last H. Tay-
lor, son of Thomas Taylor of Lake St.
Ann, was hunting on Smoky river about
50 miles above the crossing. He came
upon a camp appareatly deserted by ev-
erything except a dog. examination
of the surroundidgs showed the remains
of a human body, besides the ordinary
fixtures of a camp, and a number of
leaves from a diary written in French,
There was fifty pounds of flour amongst
the belongings of the camp, The police
at Peace River Crossing were notified.

Che camp was examined, the diary de-
ciphered and the belongings taken charge
of. From the entries in the diary it ap-
peared that a party of three had pros-
pected during the summer of 1808 on
the upper waters of the Smoky and its
tributaries. That they were making
their way down the Smoky during the
}vinter and that on the way or after com-
ing to the camp, which was found, two of
the party fell ill, probably of scurvy. The
entries in the diary indicated that one
had died and was buried, Another had
gone away to try to get help. The writer
of the diary was clearly the man whose
remaing were found by Mr, Taylor and
who being ill had been left in camp and
had died alone there. The fate of the
‘man who had gone to look for help is
unknown, but it is surmised that he may
have tried to follow the Smoky river
down to the Crossing and been drowned,
as there are many rapids over which the
ice is thin all winter. At any rate so far
as known he has never been seen. The
:‘Ltuau:m %f ﬁthe c:}lmp Was not more

an twenty-five -miles across coun
from Brick Bros.’ store and the adjolnd:g
settlement, so that there was no need
of the men snffering or losing their lives,
had they known help was so near. The
Bulletin has not been ‘able to learn the
names of the three unfortunate prospect-
ors, but the whole matter is in the hands |
of the police who are looking up relatives.

New York, Dec. 26.—The statement of
the visible supply of wheat in store and
afloat on Saturday, December 23

compiled by the New York Produce Fx.

58.878.000 bushels, an’ in-
1,725,000.

‘be taught by this war will be learned, one

of v
out a column of about 1,000 men. On
March' 1 of thet yesr' Tenniel -?’wma
a ‘eartoou in Punch—John Bull learning a
lesson taught him by a kaffir— :
your ememy."’ And whatever lesson may

of them is, I think, to so aet that the col-

onleg of Natal and”the Oape shall never |

undergo the same experience agaim, ' If the
blame is to be placed on the right shoul-
ders it should be on the Gladstone govern-
ment, who after Majuba Hill concluded
an agreement with the Boers which every-
one who knew anything about them knew
perfectly well would not be kept. : 'The- gen-
erals were thepn Indignant at mot being al-
lowed to settle the affair as they could have
done then, and all this sacrifice of precious
lives would “have been ‘gpared. -
has been de rated—the
alty of the British colonfes.

: 3 AN ENGLISHWOMAN.

/ BULLER'S CAMP.

London, Dec, 25.—The Morning Post’s
correspondent at Chieveley telegraphing
on Monday, December 18, and confirm-
ing intelligence already eabled, says:
“At dawn to-day the column struck
camp and formed a new one three miles
to the southward owing to the scarcity
of water.” g

Methuen’s
Good Service.

His Column Keeps Boer Force
From Natal Besides Making
Kimberley Easy.

Unofficial Strategists’ Sugges=
tion of a New Field for the
Censor’s Activity.

By Assoclated Press.

New York, Dec. 24.—The London cor-
respondent of the Tribune, cabling un-
der Sunday’s date, says:

“Practical men have been wondering
why the military authorities at the Cape
have not made use of the censorship for
the purpose of misleading the enemy, in-
stead of applying it rigorously for the
suppression of all news from the fronmt.
Apparently something of this kind has
been done in the case of Warren's staff
and battalions. At any rate the London
press has been led to assume that War-
ren’s staff had gone to De Aar and that
the bulk of the force would follow it,

“Some army officers have favored what
they describe as a scientific use of the
censorship, by which correspondents will
be enabled to cable their own forecasts
of coming operations with greater free-
dom. For example, Gen. Buller might
have misled the enemy if some amateur
campaigner in the camp had announced
the probability of a turning movement
from Weenen and this had been tele-
graphed back to Pretoria by Leyds’
agents, when in reality. a frontal attack
was alone under comsideration. Nothing
of this sort was done. All the news was
suppressed for a fortnight before the
battle, and Londom has awaited eight
days for the first clear account of the
capture of the guns, in yesterday’s Stand-
ard, while dispatches from Methuen's
column seldom appear in print, and
there seems to be slight probability that
he will receive adequate reinforcements
for carrying the strong position which
half encircles him,

“I have assurances from high quarters
that he will hold his groumnd and not re-
treat to Orange River. He makes econ-
stant use of the balloon, and is watching
the enemy’s movements day by day. The
bull dog has not lost his grip and while
he holds on to the open velt beyond
Modder River he keeps a large Dutch
force away from Natal and releases
Kimberley from close investment.”

SITUATION AT THE MODDER,

London,.Dec. 25.—A despatch from
‘Modder River, dated December 18 says:
“The Boers continue extending their
trenches. They now have nearly 20
miles of entrenched works due north of
the British camp which also is Im an
adnnralhk; Dosition for defence, as the
Surrounding country is perfectly level.
The Boers, moreover, are compelled to
keep a force estimated at 20,000 in order
to contain the British column,

“A large number of Lord Methuen’s
wounded have recovered and are ready
to resume their places in the ranks.”

A despatch to the Daily News from
Modder River ‘dated December 18 says:

“We are now awaiting until England
shall have realized the actual facts, It
has to be admitted that, man for man,
we have found ourselves pretty well
magched: but the Boer has always the
choice of Dositions. Let England then

e alive to the need for a further
100,000 men. Such a force will prove
the “truest economy in both blood and
treasure.”

At R e NS R

MONTREAL'S NEW ELEVATORS.

Dominion Government Confirms Lease
of Best' Harbor Sites to Buffalo
Syndicate,
From Our Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, Dec. 26.—An extra of the
Canada Gazette issued to-night approves
of the agreement between the harbor
commissioners of Montreal and the Con-
nors Syndicate of Buffalo, who are thus
confirmed in their bargain for the best
accommodation for elevators in the har-
bor, Their contract is for forty years
with privilege of renewal.

' Lthey were

o

‘seanned ;n

’%‘t&qﬂnﬂn‘. lips:

X y will”; : g

by all wondered why L

long and stint, |

Now the mo sits in her room alone;
e it mfm. ithey say);

Bhe would give her Ifa if she could atone

To the boy they sent away;

‘| The boy who dfed in the bu’ei', bu&:t night,

And who Proved in the bloody
Of the shrieking shell, and the battle-hell,
'I'hat‘ the Wworst is often the best. *

There’s none to sneer at the skapegrace
now;

He has Twlped out every shame;

He has, done his work, and. we all allow

‘He's a credit to his name.

‘We eall him the pride of the family now,

And the moral is quickly seen—

There is always a place for the hard
case y

In the service of the Queen. i

R e,

¢ e v . U
Cowichan, B. C., 21st. December, 1899,

BATTLE OF RIETFONTEIN.

Account of the Artillery Duel Written
by the London Mail (brrespondgnt.

Ladysmith, Oct. 26.—The busines of the
last few days has been to secure the ro-
treat of the column from Dundee. On Mon-
day, October 23, the whisper began to fly
round Ladysmith that Col, Yule’s force had
left town and camp, and was endeavoring
to join us. On Tuesday it became certainty,

At four in the dim morning guns began to
roll and rattle through the mud-greased
streets of Ladysmith. By six the whole
northern road was jammed tigh t with
bearer company, field hospital, ammunition
column, supply column—all the stig, un-
wieldly, crawling tail of an army. Indians
tottered and staggered under green-curtain-
ed doolies; Kaffir boys guided spans of
four and five and six muleg drawing am-
bulances, !ike bakers’ vans; others walked
beside wagons curling whips that would
dwarf the biggest salmon rod round the
flanks of small-bodied, huge-horned oxen.
This tail alone of the army covered three
miles of road. At length emerging in front
of them you found two clanking fleld bat-
teries, and sections of mountain guns jing-
ling on mules. Ahead of these again Jong
khaki lines of infantry sat beside the road
or pounded ‘it under their even tramp, Then
the general himself and his staff; then best
part of a regiment of Infantry; then a co:n-
pany, the reserve of the advanced guard;
then a half company, the support; then a
broken group of men, the advanced parcty;
then, in the very front, the point, a ser
geant and a half dozen privates trudging
sturdily along the road, the scenting nose of
the column. Away out of sight were the
horsemen,

Altogether, two regiments of cavalry—
Fifth Lancers and Nineteenth Hussars—
the Forty-second and Fifty-third Field Bat-
teries and Tenth Mountain Battery, four
infantry battalions—Devons, Liverpools,
‘Gloucesters and Second King’s Royal Rifles
—the Imperial Light Horse, and the Natal
Volunteers. - Once more, it was fighting.

The head of the column had come with-
ing three miles or so of Modderspruit sta-
tion, The valley there is broad and open.
On the left runs the wire-fenced railway;
beyond it the land rises to a high moun-
tain called Tinta Inyoni, On the left front
is a yet higher green mountain, double-
peaked, called Mattawana’s Hoek. Some
call the place Jonono's others Rietfontein;
the last. is perhaps the least outlandish.

The force moved steadily on towards
Modderspruit, one battalion in front of the
guns. “Tell Hamilton to watch his left
flank,’” said one in authority. “The enemy
are on both those hills,”” Sure enough,
there on the crest, there dotted on both
sides, were the moving black mannikins
that we have already come to know afar
as Boers. Presently the dotted head and
open files of a battalion emerged from be-
hind the guns, changing direction half left
to cover their flank. The batteries push-
ed on with the one battalion ahead of them.
It was half-past elght, and brilliant sun-
shine; the air was dead still; through the
clefts of the nearer hills the blue peaks
of the Drakensberg looked as if you could
shout across to them.

Boom! The sound we known well enonugh:
the place it came from was the left shoul-
der of Matawana’s Hoek; the place It
would arrive at we waited; half anxious,
half curlous, to see. Whirr—whizz—e-e-c-e
—phutt! Heavens, on to the very top of a
gun! For a second the gun was a whirl of
blue-white smoke, with grey-black figures
struggling and plunging Inside it. Then
the figures grew blacker and the smoke
cleared—and in the name of wonder the gun
was still there, Only a subaltern had his
horse’s blood on his boot, and his haver-
sack ripped to rags.

But there was no time to look on that
or anything else but the amazing nimble-
ness of the guns. At the shell—even before
it—they flew apart like ants from a water-
ing can. From crawling reptiles they leap-
ed into carrying insects—the legs of the
eight horses pattering as if they belonged
all to the one creature, the deadly sting in
the tail leaping and twiching with every
movement. One battery had wheeled about,
and was drawn back at wide intervals fac-
ing the Boer hill. Another was pattering
swiftly under cover of a ridge leftward:
the leading gun had crossed the railway:
the last had followed; the battery had utter-
ly disappeared. Boom! Whirr—whiza—-e-e-
e-e—phutt! The second Boer shell fell
stupidly, and burst in the empty veldt. Then
bang!—from across the rallway—e-e-e-e—
whizz—whirr—silence—and then the little
white balleon just over the place the Boer
shell came from. It was 25 minutes to
nine. i

In a double chorus of bangs and booms
the infantry began to deploy. Gloucesters
and Devons wheeled half left, split into
firlng line and supports in open order,
trampled through the wire fences over the
railway. In front of the Boer position,
slightly commanded on the left flank by

‘{Tinta Inyoni, was a low, stony ridge; this

the Gloucesters lined on the left. The
Devons, who led the column, fell naturally
on to the right of the line; Liveipools and
Rifles backed np right and left, But almost
before they were there arrived the irre-
pressible ubliquitous guns; they had
silenced the enemy’s guns; they had ecircled
round the left till they came under cover
of the ridge; now they strolled up, unlim-
bered, and thrust their grim noses over the
brow. + And then—whew! Their appearanece
was the signal for a cataraet of bullets
that for a moment in places almost equalled
the high-lead mark of Elandslaagte. The
alr whistled and hummed with them—and
then the guns began,

4ue .mountain. guns came up on their
mules—a drove of stupid, uncontrolled cresa-
tures, you would have saild, lumbered: up
with th2 odds and ends of an irenworks .
and a i factory, . But the moment
hey “‘p:smon the gunorrs swarmed
npon them, and till yon have seen the gar-
rison gunners working yon do not know

Y, |tury, nalt anxious to get & bettor

eaped - back,
of what it had done. ‘It was a little

ritual, only a little short, ‘‘Ni :
—and }t was just right. Therewith '

down, right and left, carefully, methodical-
Iy, though

It was almost magical.the way the Boer
dropped. - The guuns came into action

you would have ‘hardly have known they
Wwere there, Whenever a group put their
heads over the sky lin2 1,850 yards away
there came a round of shrapnel to drive
‘them in earth again. Presently the hill-
side turned pale blue—bliue with the smoke
of burning veldt, Then in the middle of
'the blue came a patch of black, and spread
and spread udtil the huge expanse was all
black, pocked with the khaki-colored bould-
ers and bordered with the blue of the ever-
extending fire.  God help any wounded
enemy who lay there!

* Crushed' frito. the face of the earth by
the guns, the enemy tried to work round
our left from Tinta Fnyoni, They tried first
at about a quarter past ten, but the Natal
Horse met them. We heard the rattle of
their rifies; we head the rap-rap-rap-rap of
their Maxim knocking at the door, and
the Boer fire stilled again. The Boer gun
had had another try at the Volunteers be-
fore, but a round or two of shrapnel sent
it to kennel again. 8o far we seemed to be
losing nothing, and it Wwas natural to sup-
pose that the Boers were losing a good deal.
But at a quarter past eleven the Gloucesters
pushed a little too far beyond the hills, and
learned that the Boers, If their bark was
silent for the moment, could still bite.
Suddenly there shot into them a cross-fire
at a few hundred yards. Down went the
colonel dead; down” went fifty men.

For a second a few of the rawer hands
in the regiment wavered; it might have
been serious, But the rest clung doggedly
to their position under cover; the officers
brought the flurried men up to the bit
again.
in a few minutes there was another spread-

The mountain guns turned vengeful to-

wards the spot whence the fira came, and
ing, blackening patch of veldt—and silence.
From then the action filckered on fill
half-past one. Time on time the enemy
tried to be at us, but the imperious guns
rebuked him, and he was still. At length
the regiments withdraw., The hot guns
limbered up and left Rietfontein to burn
itself out. The sweating gunners covered
the last retiring detachment, then lit their
pipes. The Boers made a half-hearted at-
tempt to get in both on left and right; but
the volunteers on the left, the cavalry ou
the right, a shell or two from the centre,
checked them as by machinery. We went
back to camp unhampered.
And at the end of it all we found that
in those five hours of straggling bursts of
fighting we had lost, killed and wounded,
116 men. And what was the good? asked
doubting Thomases. Much. To begin with,
the Boers must have lost heavily; they con-
fessed that aloud by the fact that, for all
their pluck in standing up to the guns, they
made no attempt to follow us home, Sec-
ond, and more Important, this commando
was driven westward, and others were
drawn westward to aid it—and the Dundee
force was marching in from the east. Drag-
ging sore feet along the miry roads they
heard the guns at Rietfontein and were
glad. The seeming objectless cannonade se-
cured the unharassed home coming of the
4,000 way-weary marchers from Dundee.—
G. W. Stevens in London Mail

. WARFARE AS IN AFRICA.

Theories of the Military Art Now Being
Put to Practical Test,

Under the heading “Through the Zone
of Fire—A Vivid Pen-Picture of a Bat-
tle on the Veldt,” the Canadian Military
Gazette publishes the following “de-
tailed description of modern warfare as
it is actually waged in South Africa. Be-
sides being extremely interesting, its ac-
curacy may be thoroughly relied upon. It
is by the author of ‘Life in the Ranks’ ”:

Our scouts having brought us intelli-
gence that, say, 1,000 Boers are occupy-
ing an entrenched position five miles to
our front, the general in supreme com-
mand will detail two British battalions,
each 1,000 strong, to rout them out.
This, it may be explained, is in accord-
ance with the rules governing the game
—which decree that, other things being
equal, the attacking force should always
be at least twice the strength of the
defending. With them will go a battery
of field artillery and half a dozen Max-
ims.

All actions, great and small, begin with
an artillery duel; and our suppositious
engagement is, of course, no exception to
the general rule. Now, field artillery
officers claim for their weapons an ef-
fective range of between 8,000 and 12,-
000 yards; but in practice, except under
very exceptional circumstances, they are
seldom ordered into action before the at-
tacking force has advanced to within
about 5,000 yards of the position to be
assailed. Then a single round of com-
mon—i.e., solid—shell is fired, to “get the
range,” followed by shrapnel at one-min-
ute intervals from right to left. At the
same time the infantry, which has, up to
now, been marching in columns of com-
pany, deploys—i.e., opens out.

It may be that the fire of our artillery
draws that of our opponents, in which
case the ‘“drums” are ordered to the
rear, and the bearer companies advance
at the double, in case of wounded; but,
in any case, our lads press steadily for-
ward, rifles at the trail or slope, and
ranks opened to two paces’ interval.

At about 3,000 yards, the two battal-
ions separate. One stays 600 yards in the
rear, and becomes the main body of the
reserves, while the other splits itself up
into’ the “firing line,” “supports” and
“reserves” in such a manmer that the
numerical strength of the last-named
fighting unit is exactly equal to that of
the other two combined. The foree, in
other. words, resolves itself into what is
technically known as the “order of nt-
tack,” a somewhat complicated arrange-
ment,

Each line covers precicely the same
length of front, and, in this order; and
keeping the same interval, they enter
what military authorities have agreed to
term tbe ‘“‘dangerous zone.” This may
be anywhere between 1,500 and 900
yards, according to the nature and range
of the weapon with which the enemy is
armed, and his skill in using it. As a
general rile, however, unless the defend-
»inf force is exceptionally strong in ar-
tillery, it may be put down at 1,000
yards.
Anyhow, as soon as the gone is enter-
ed, the firing line ceases to act as a
single fighting unit. ‘Instead, it is broken
up - inte ‘companies, half companies, or
sections; the.particular.formation in any
individual instance being determined by
the character of the ground to be tra-

“‘Nineteen hundred,” cried the major, Same
neteen Mt
and mountain guns, yard by yard, up and
roughly, sowed the whote of
‘| Matawanas vl,t‘,h.,_bq’lletl. b

about a quarter past nine, and for an hour |’
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composing it advance

““quick’” as heretof¢

“rushes” of 20, 30 or 4

tween each “rush” t

lies flat on the earth and fires “long
range” volleys. The artillery is, of
course, at the same time, firing diagon-
ally over their heads from either flank;
and the Maxims are “zip-zip-zipping” ot
intervals, just to keep themselves from
growing rusty,

Meanwhile, the defenders—in this case
the Boers—have not been idle. Thoir
gunners and sharpshooters have the (-
van!uge of knowing the exact range—
having previously determined it at Jei-
sure by means of the instrument known
as the stadiometer—and many a brave
“Tommy” throws up his arms and drops
to rise no more. Here and there, too,
some gallant young subaltern chokes
and fails in the midst of a half-uttered
order, and is carried protesting to the
rear. But for these things, however,
the battle, up till now, very much re.
sembles what may be seen any day on
the Fox Hills at Aldershot.

But not for long! At 800 yards the
work becomes decidediy warm.” The de-
fenders recognize that it is now or never.
They have, perhaps, a couple of machine
guns of some sort, and these are sweep-
ing our exposed front fanwise, doing
fearful execution. Shrapnel, too, fitted
with time fuses, are bursting among us
with monotonous regularity. And, less
showy, but more deadly than all, the
Mauser bullets sing a ceaseless chorus
whose refrain is death.

No wonder the firing line wavers, and
shows a disinclination to advance.

But the general has nis finger on the
pulse of his little force, and, knowing
full well what is about to happen, he
turns to his orderly bugler and gives
him a short, sharp word of command.
Instantly a call rings out, startling, crisp
and shrill; and ere its echoes have ceas-
ed to reverberate, the long line of sup-
ports rise as one man and dashes for-

Thus stiffened, it pushes fortvArd anew,

for another 200 yards. Then, again,
there is seen that ominous wavering, and
one half-company, which has had an en-
tire section wiped) out by the bursting of
a single well-aimed shell, stops short and
seeks cover without orders. The officer
in command threatens, entreats, protests,
and the men rise again and rush forward
desperately. It is a critical moment.
From a distance one can see the firing-
line actually wilt beneath the tornado
of fire.

But hark! A second time the bugle
rings out, and its lilting blare is answer-
ed by the whistles of half a hundred
company and section commanders. It is
the order to bring up the reserves.

They come forward at the double, and
take their place in the fore-front of the
battle, and the firing line, stiffened effect-
ually by 500 fresh troops, dashes forward
once more. .

At 250 yards the whistles sound again.
“Employ magazine fire.” is what they
say, in language easily understandable
of the soldier. And magazine fire it is;
while the Masims zip-zip-zip their very
hardest, and the artillery pounds away
with a will. It is the turn of the enemy
to wilt and to wither. Talk about squirt
ing death through a hose! "T'his is pump-
ing annihilation through a thousand noz-
zles at once. :

And under cover of this terrific fusil-
lade the main body of the reserves, to the
number of 1,000 or thereabouts—for some
few have fallen during the advance—are
creeping nearer and ever nearer. They
are only 100 yards from the fiing line
now. 50! 25! g

Enough! The firing ceases as suddenly

as it began, and this fresh body of Bri-
tons, bayonets fixed, drums beating, and
each individual separate wunit cheering
like mad, hurls itself, a living avalanche
of brawn and muscle, full on the doomed
enemy.
It is the hottest of hot work while it
lasts, and many a gallant redcoat drops
ere the charge is dgiven home. But
driven home it js. Nothing short of anni-
hilation can stay a regiment of Bl‘i'tls)}
regular infantry, once it has received
and acted upon the order to charge. :

And now ensues a scene of sickening
carnage; for once inside an enemy’s
trenches little, if any, quarter can be
given. There is always the danger of
a counter-attack to be reckomed with.
So, to make sure, every man found in-
side the position, with arms in his hands,
is ruthlesly bayoneted; while the flight
of those who have previously taken to
their heels:Ts hastened by’ the volleying
of their own abandoned artillery, and
by the independent rifle fire of the vic-
tors knmeeling to take aim amid the
corpses of the vanquished.

Such, briefly sketched, is the history of
a typical modern battle, in which the at-
tacking force is victorious. But, SUPPOS-
ing the attack is repulsed! When this
happens, it will readily be seen that the
result to the assailants, who have to re-
cross in their retreat the fire-swept zone
are usually disastrous.

o

Capt. Christensen and Chief Enginecer
McGuire of the tug Czar have come ove!
from Vancouver to take charge of the
Lorne, the flagship of the tugboat fleet
operating in the Straits.  Their places
will be taken on the Czar, on the route
with ’Pransfer No. 1, between Van-
couver and Union, by Capt. L. P. Locke,.
formerly' of the Joan and later of the
Lorue. ;

The American ship Glory of the Sesas
sailed from San Francisco 2 w ago:
for Commx to load amother cargo coal
for R. Dunsmuir & Sons.
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ward to reinforce the depleted first line..

stolidiy, doggedly, in short, sharp rushes,.
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ligh street was an. unusually ienk

d Olove alley on the easteérn side

allel to it its entire length. Except-

| poor people who perforce had to

| it no one ever ventured down there,
occasional policeman, or a benev-

ister.”” ‘or the dreaded ‘‘broker’s

e On the whole, charity steeled it-
self pitilessly where there was so little
hope -of any return, where there were 80
much filth and drawl and 'general unsavor-
iness, and gathered her clean skirts round
der to hurry away to a more wholesome
if not so desolate a colony. “It was like
throwing a drop in the ocean,’ ghe said,
sighing, and so left it. Someone, it is true,
in the broad light of day, and with a little
perhaps of the warmth pertaining to the
Christmas season—someone had hurried by
its open doors and scattered pictured tracts
among the eager wan children sitting round
the passages, or outside on the steps. And
the graceless imps had fought for them,
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could mot think; she § ed_Bobble,
‘But she did hope ghe gﬂl&mxe”“ d the
morning with the. parcel. They had run

far into the depths of Clove alley, when
Bobbie at last stopped under a lamp, and

me:‘»éu:em, 80 he drew a’long breath and
| Tm Tound his sister, sayi :
s r, saying, almost

‘“Who 'says you shan’t have a Christmas
box too, Fan? ‘And ('l do' you a sight
more good: than—than—""

He hesitated and looked down at the
crumpled label, and then at Fan’s puckered
and troubled brow, and hastily pushed her
inside an open door-way and down a few
steps into a low back room, where the two
children had dragged out their poor. lives

under the care of ‘“‘Gran.” Now, as usual,
at the “Horse add Groom.” In a moment

Bobbie had struck a match and set light to

one out of a heap of little ecandle-ends
sticking on the mantelpiece, and in an-
other had provided himself with a knife,
Before Fan had begun to realize what it all
{meant the string had been, cut, the par-

and made mud spades of them, and built | cél unrolled, and a handsome woollen shawl

unions and prisons, and set fire to them,
had done everything in fact but read them,
even to making bullets of them to hurl at
the munificent giver as she threaded her
way daintily out at the upper end. But
before she had quite emerged from the
gloom, before her eyes had perfectly accus-
tomed themselves again to the rows of light
in the shops, or she had to the full realized
the comparative freshness of the air, or had
quite suceeeded in checking the sigh that
spoke of a duty perfunctorily executed, a
projecting curbstone tripped up her deli-
cate feet and threw her sideways into the
corner. ‘There was a heap of bricks there,
and an accummulation of dry rubbish blown
together by the wind. On the summit. of
this, their four feet huddled together,
their elbows on ‘their knees, their chins
thrust down between, sat two children.
Their large, sunken eyes were fixed intent-
ly on the brightness outside, and they look-
od wistfully, longingly at ii, as if they
recognized the utter useclessness of ap-
proaching it, as if they were obeyiug some
unspoken law which forbade their steps
to venture beyond their own dark, unciean
territory. The uninvited visitor reddened
as she found herself precipitated at these
poor feet, and could almost have asked par-
don for her intrusion. But there was no
necessity for this, as they hardly heeded
her. A woman stumbling there was & con
stant occurrence, and the exceptional case
of this one being -sober and not in rags es-
caped their notice. 8o in silence, and some

shamefacedness, she wended her way home- |

ward with a half resolve to seek them on
the morrow, and to do a little towards al-
laying their hunger and covering their
nakedness., Unaware of these good Inten-
tions the children sat immovable, seeming-
Iy regardless of the increasing cold or the
darkness which by degrees obscured them.
Nine o’clock struck from an - adjacent
church, and then they stretched their numb-
ed limbs and confronted the elements. The
younger, a giri, rubbed with her closed fist
first one eye and then the other.

‘‘She aint a-comin’, Bobbie,”

*“‘Don’t seem like it,”” answered he, pull-
ing his cap down and the remnant of a
collar up, ‘“‘Guess they’ve gone and given
her another Christmas box at the Horse
and Groom.”” He paused thoughtfully for a

.moment, and then added, as if answering

himself, “That’s about it; that’s what's up,
vou. bet.” Fanny received this with tears,
and more rubbing of the eyes.

“I can’'t a-bear Christmas,’’ moaned she.
“We never get no Christmas boxes, and
Gran drinks herself away.” She sat down
again, disheartened, and Bobbie did so too,
after stolidly assenting by—

““That is just what she’s a-doin’ of now,
that is certain.” A few minutes more in
silence, a little longer gaze at the shops
opposite, whence group upon group of
children continuously issued laughing, lad-
en with toys and bonbons, and then a
shivering sigh from Fan as she tried to
nestle closer to Bobbie to shut out the
tauntingly bright sight. He got up abrupt-
ly, almost roughly, and caught her hand.

“Come along, Fan,” said he, ‘‘come
along o’ me. There’s the van going to the
post office for the parcels—presents, mind
you, cos it’s the New Year.”

IFan hung on to his arm, and stared at
the great van as it passed Clove alley.

“Who sends the presents?’ asked she, a
curious little glitter in her-wan eyes,

“Why, the Queen,” said Bobbie quickly.
“Them ecarts belong to the Queen; she's
got her name writ on the outside, and its
chock full of presents.” .

*‘Oh, Bobbie!” she gasped; ‘“‘what a good
Queen! and nobody ever told me before!’”

“Come on, then,” said he, pulling her
arm, but averting his face, “and I'll show
vou. It’s true—tell ye straight.” The van
had stopped outside the little post office,
and there was quite a crowd of bustling
foliiss intent on saving the post. A good
many formed groups of three and four, and
there was much laughter and exchange of
good wishes, ; Bobbie and Fan crept in un-
til they got quite close to the wheel, and
she gazed up in admiration, wondering
how many of these beautiful gift vans the
Queen owned, and why they didn’t write
her name outside more clearly, so that she
might read it. »

‘‘Bobbie, tell me, dear,” “she whispered,
“ig it trme the good Queen seénds presents
to poor: children—will yours and mine be
in here?”

Bobbie scowled, and pinched her: arm.
80 Fan knew she was to be silent, but she
wondered at his stern air. Presently he
‘muttered:

‘““There comes Tim with some more. Now
look out!”’

I"ap did, but only saw an old man limp
out of the post office with a great basket,
so heavily laden that he could hardly see
over the top of it. Without knowing what
to expect, her excitement incréased at the
sight of him, but Bobbie gaygeher a hard-
er pinch, to stop her exclam and Tim
noticed nothing.

‘“‘Hullo!” laughed a man; ing a
butheehr’'s tray. and noddi ) the old
postman. ‘“You've got your Obristmas load,
aint ye, Tim? How's the missus?’ Tim,
although very strained and overburdened,
could not allow such a warm salutation to
pass without recognition, so turned his
head in the direction of his friend, at the
same time resting his right foot on the
steps of the cart for the better support of
his basket. But in doing this he gave it a
slight overbalancing tilt, so that some par-
cels poised precariously on the top slid to
the bottom with great suddenness; and
while 'Fim was auswering the question

concerning his wife with lengthy blame-
worthy minuteness, one parcel slipped over
the edge nnseen by anyone save by two rag-
zed urchins closely watching them, 2

“D’ye see that, Fan?’ panted Bobbie,

breathlessly, as if he had been running.

Sharp—under your . pinnie—that’s yours.

Now. follow me quick, or the horses’il be

R ye.” ‘Fammy obeyed him, hugging the

barcel tight. -She could feel her heart

deating through it, and she put back her
traggling hailr with the disengaged hand,
vondering if she were really awake, She

lin delicate amber tints had rolled into her
ap,

| *Ob-h! exclaimed she, with a thrill of
pleasure which overwhelmed all her pre-
vious mixed feelings. “It shines almost
like gold. Oh, Bobble, have you ever seen
anything like this before? I wonder if
the Queen really meant it for me—did she
make it, d’ye think, with her own hands?’

Bobbie laughed, and then whistled, and
then shuffled about at the door, listening,
and at last, unable to contain himself for
sheer guilty fear, slunk away from Fanny
and out at the front door.

Left to - lerself, she plunged her dirty lit-
tle fingers into the heart of the golden folds
and rubbed her grimy cheek on it as it lay
spread out on her knee, and finally sprang
up and threw it round her neck. As she
did so a small three-cornered pink note
tumbled out from its midst and fell on hev
foot, Its strange, dainty shape—its en-
chanting unknown scent—the cleanliness
and tidiness of it were matters of marvel
to her, and her ignorant eyes, seeing and
knowing nothing further, opened wide in
amazed delight.  No hint of wrong disturb-
ed her, Bobbie had told her that the
Queen sent gifts to poor children, and Fan-
ny loyally loved the Queen from that mo-
ment.

Although very hungry, for they had had
no food since the morning, she forgot every-
thing in the new delight of possessing a
garment that not only kept out the cold,
ybut was as well the most exquisite thing
her eye had ever rested on. It was feast
enough to sit on the corner of the bed and
hold it tight round her throat and to bury
her face in it and try to make believe to
be a lady. . After some minutes spent S0
she undid the note, stopping evéry moment
to examine -and exclaim afresh,

‘‘No, the Queen can’t have writ it,”” she
said, scrutinizing it as 1t lay open before
het. “No, ghe’s a grown-up lady and—why
a child no bigger'n me must ha’ done it!
‘Why—Oh, Bobbie, why don’t you come?
Why, I can’'t read it.”" .

She started up, the shawl for a moment
forgotten, and on tip-toe by the mantel-
piece deeiphered with little difficulty the
following: ‘‘My darling Elsie: This shawl
is for you, and I want you to wear it
always when you sit up in bed. I am
S0 SOrry you never can get out and are al-
ways ill. It must be hard not to run about,
but we all love you, darling Elsie, and I
want your New Year's day to be very hap-
py. I made this myself, and it took three
months; so you will never lose it, will
you, nor give it away? Your loving Heity.”
The note dropped from Fanny’s hand as the
candle-end flickered out, and 'she, regard-
less of the darkness, or of the heautiful
shawl draggiug its length behind her,
sank down upcen it and hid her face.

“Oh! Bobbie, Bobbie, dear, why did you
do this—why, why? There wasn’t no Queen
at all. Nobody had thought of us; they
never wiill and—oh, I wish I was dead;
I wish I was dead!” Checking at last her
sobs, she listened for the tread of her
brother. How she wanted him now! And
yet it was he who had done this thing,
for love of her, she knew. “But, oh Bob-
bie, dear, we shall be afraid to go out now.
I'm afraid everywhere, whether it's in the
dark or the light.”” Nothing had ever alarm-
ed her before, not even when Gran had
lef: them for two whole days and nights
without foed; but now her heart was heavy,
her spirits oppressed with a new grief that
brought with it both humiliation and fear,
She was a thief—so was her beloved broth-
er Bobbie—she could never speak to teacher
at the school again, never. Fan jumped up,
tingling with pain that almost made her
scream. Feeling for the matches her hand
touched the shawl, and she flung it away
as if it hod stung her, and when another
of the candle-ends was lit and jts feeble
flame again showed her the beautiful pres-
ent, she gazed at it with aversion, with a
feeling almost of loathing. As she did sv
her eye for the first time fell on the brown
paper wrapper, and the neaily written label
attached to it. She sprang up with a cry
of joy.

“] needn’t keep it; T needn’'t keep it.
Not even Bobbie shall make me. I won’t be
a thief no more—I'll take it back if its
twenty mile!”

With little difficulty she spelt out the
direction, written in large, round hand—
“Miss Elsie Melville, The Limes, Beeks-
' with.”

“Beekswith?—Oh, yes; I know. Teacher
took us in the summer, and we played in the
woods. We went In a wagonette,”” She
paused and sighed. “It's a weary way.
Never mind—Miss Elsie Melville, you shall
have it as soon as the post. I'll run all the
way.” She quickly tucked the bright thing
under her pinafore, the note inside, but left
the wrapper still on the floor. A little
sob would escape her, and she looked back
with tears on her resolute face and spoke
to an invisible Bobbie: ‘“When you come
back, dear, you won’t be cross long. I'm
making you not a thief as well as myself.
Good-by, Bobble, dear.”

The way was long, the weather bitter, the
night dark—nothing but her strong will and
her brave heart to sustain her. But they
were enough, and overcame even the fears
that threatened to defeat her at first,
*‘But,” she argued with herself as she hur-
ried along—running most of the time—‘no
robbers would want to hurt so poor a
child,” and that the shadows and dark
shapes against the sky were only the trees
—and “that it wasn’'t colder here—much--
than it had often been at home when Gran
had pledged their blanket, and—and—oh, it
the cold number her, and the fright killed
her, she would, she must get to the Limes
at Beekswith.’” <

Two hours and a half later as the clock
in the village church was chiming a quarter
to twelye, a merry-faced young girl was
peeping through the venetians down the

Lime Tree avenue. She looked h and

eyes tried to plerce the darkness, how the
wyenther would hold for the skating, and
whose would be the “first foot” after

looked back in silence. No one had fol- |

expectant, and was wondering as her bright

Grandfather had opened the door. and let.

opened |

fopen-eyed and mouthed, would have re

trained her with a “Miss Gertrude, now
don't!” But she, partly wiltully, pactly
generously, knelt down to bring herself on
2 level with the small intruder, and put out
her hands. i (e o
**You poor, litle thing; kow tired you look!
Where have you come from—what is it you
want—will you come in—how far have you
walked?’ She would have drawn Fanny
in by the hand, but she steadfastly kept
‘both under her pinafore. Fear was In her
eye, and her head was giddy with fatigue
and long fasting. The future was a blank
to her; they would certainly ptnish her—-
perhaps even put her in prison. But she
had a set purpose before her, and her deter-
mination never wavered, though her voice
did so much that she could hardly com-
mand it

“Miss Gertrude—no, no, not you—the ill
one—Miss Elsie! I want to see her. Not
more than a minute, please.” By this time
Mrs. Melville had reached the door and she
bent kindly to the little stranger,

‘Do. I know you—youre not, I think,
| from Becksworth?” | ;
‘*No, no, ma’am—from Lidsdown.”
“Lidsdown! And you have walked to-
night?” s )
“Yes, ma’am.”” The tender commiser-
ation of her questions were too much for
Fanny’s last remnant of self-control. In
a breath it was gone, and she burst into
tears,
‘‘Oh, please let me see Miss Rlsie!”
“But she is ill,”” gentle answered Mrs.
Melville. “You do not wish, I know, to
make her worse.”
A clear, soft voice from the dining room
here interposed:
“It won’t, dear mother. Pray let me see
the little child.”
A look of pleasure answered this sweet
welcome, and Fanny walked Into the room,
hanging her head, the others following her
in silence. :
“What is it, little girl?’ asked Rlsie en-
couragingly, raising herself on her elbow:
then as she discovered tears escaping from
under the half-closed lashes: ‘‘Poor, dear
little one, speak—-what can I do for you?”
“Nothing!’’ gasped Fanny, with a shiver,
throwing back her head to face the worst.
“You can’t do nothing, and you won’t want
to, I aint a dear little girl-I'm wicked--
but—but—I won’t be any more.”” The tears
would return, and speech would go in spite
of her, so, giving it all up, she released
both hands, the shawl as she did so falling
at her feet. Gertrude sprang to it, speaking
quickly:
“*Oh, mother—Elsie—the shawl Hettie was
making! Don’t you remember, it was such
8 mystery and—why, here's a note from
her to you, Elsie.”” Eisie took the note,
but they all looked at the strange child for
xplanation.

“I—I stole it,”’ said Fan, facing BElsie,
“but I did hate myselt when I done it.
I couldn’t ha’ kept it—I couldn’'t go on be-
ing a thief—I—Oh, Bobbie, how did you
get here?’ He had entered, no one noticing
him, and now stood pale and trembling,
supporting his sister.
“Don’t you believe her, mum!’’ he said.
‘“Don’t you. It was me took it from the
postman, ‘cos I couldn’t bear her not hav
ing a New Year's present. I dldn’t pran it
out—I mnever stopped to think—but don’t
think it was her. It wasn’t. I was the
thief!”

Two warm beds held these tired waifs
that night, and- when, refreshed and rest-
ed, they met in the morning; Bobbie kiss-
ed Fanny on both cheeks and sat her on
his knee.

‘““What d’ye think, Fan!” gald he: ‘““‘we’re
not going away no more. Aint they real
tip-toppers? No peaching—no shakin’ their
heads, but they call me ‘Little First-Foot-
er,” and say we’ve brought ’em luck with
the, New Year!” She kissed his hand- ia
silence, knowing there was more to come.
He continued: “No, Fan, no more of
Clove alley for you and ma. I'm to clean
knives from mornin’ till night, and when
I'm not doing that I'm to help the garden-
er.” Fan put her head down as of old on
his shoulder .

‘““And, Bobbie, dear, I'm to go to Miss
Risie’s school in the village, and have new
clothes, and learn to sew.”

“Oh, Fan, aint you happy? You’ll never
be hungry nor cold no more.”

“No more, Bobbie. It's almost as good
as if the Queem had sent us each a pres-
ent, isn't it?”’

—_———

CHRISTMAS SUPERSTITIONS.

The superstitions associated with
Christmas time are innumerable. On
Christmas night, says a Tyrolese legend,
the springs at midnight give wine instead
of water. A servant maid, ignorant of
the miracle, went to a well and fetched
several peils of water which she poured
into a number of vessels. In the morn-
ing, when she got to the kitchen, she
found, instead of water, costly wine. It
should, however, be added, that the
wine, if tasted by any one except a good
Catholic, is extremely injurious to health
and in some cases' has been known to
cause blindness for lifel

A child born at Christmas is sure to
be lucky. ' When the moon shines in the
night the harvest will be a very poor one.
If you eat certain dishes, such as lentils,
on Christmas morning,. you will have
plenty of money all the year. Shake the
table cloth over your fruit trees amd you
will find them bear abundantly. Leave
a loaf on the table, and you will have
bread until mext Christmas. If you want
your fowls to lay in the winter, put plen-
ty of food and straw out for them on
Christmas night. Do not let your dog

o out, because it means death.

Should you wish to know whether you
are going to be married soon, go and
knock at the fowlhouse.. If the ecock
crows your days of spinsterhood are num
bered. Should a hen cackle you will have
to possess your soul in patience. Or go-
between 11 and 12, to a meighboring
bwell, look down, and you will see the
likeness of your future husband or wife.

~0-

LAW OF INSULTS TO MONARCHS

The rule of English law is, according
to the London Law Journal, that any
publication tending to degrade and de-
f persons in sitnations of power and
dignity in forcign countries may be treat-
ed as libels, particularly when they have
a tendency to interrupt the pacific rela-
tions between the two countries. There
are several instances of prosecutions for
such attacks upon foreign sovereigns or
their ambassadors. Thus Lord George
Gordon was in 1787 convicted of a libel
upon ‘Marie Antoinette and the French
ambassador, Vint was in 1801 convicted
of a Tibel’ upon the Emperor of Russia,
and 'during the short period of peace
after the treaty of Amieng, Peltier was
prosecuted for a libel “on Nag n “and
found guilty; but, &8s was broke out
again, was never called upon to receive
judgment. :

| orotesesotosresetet
el It was a very forlorn and bedraggled
|the pickets of the gate into Teddy's

{ing cold and waged ‘his drooping tail
1in such a spiritless fashion that Teddy

little dog that looked wistfully through
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blue eyes. He shivered with the pierc-

be ‘énjoying his Ohristmas. .~ '

Teddy fearlessly setretched a fat fist
through the gate, the little dog perked
up his dead at the advance, licked the
hand with unbounded , and in
less than thirty seconds the two were
fast and confidential friends. i

'What you going to ecat for Christ
mas dinner?”’ demanded Teddy.

The little dog. yelped and pounded the
pavement vigorously with his tail to tes-
tify his interest in a discusison of din-
ner.

“I'm going to have a great big din-
ner,” went on Teddy, “so big,”’ stretch-
ing his hands as far apart as his great
coat would permit.

The little dog pounded the pavement
again with approval.

“Yes, I am,”. continued Teddy, after
a pause, in which the .two continued
to regard one another intently, “and
there’ll be plums in' the pudding. I
saw ’em, and pie @nd cranberry sauce,
and cakes, and  raisins, and nuts, and,
oh‘= lots of mice things. Want some?”’

I . say so,” shong in the little
dog’s eyes just: as plainly{as if he had
said so, and his tail pounded the pave-
ment with zealous vigor, while his half-
star;'ed body shook with great excite-
ment,
 “Well, come in, then,” whispered the
little fellow, “and, shoo, be still, and
I’ll bring some to you,” and he opened
the gate for his guest.

The bedraggled little canine trotted
at his heels into the _cellar, where
Teddy found a place for him near the
furnace. . Just then the bell rang for
quer and Teddy disappeared upstairs.

First came soup. Teddy regarded it
mournfully, for he realized that he
couldn’t smuggle any of it out to his
four-footed friend.

But he brightened up when the tur-
key appeared, flanked with dishes ot
cranberry sauce and ‘-other luxuries.
Teddy had an antipathy for mashed
potatoes and bread when he could get
cranberry sauce and turkey, so he con-
scientiously tucked all the former into
his pockets and religiously devoured
all the brown bird and red berries. Be-
sides, his mother generously helped
him to more turkey and cranberry
sauce when she saw, as she thought,
what a good boy he was in eating so
much potato and bread with his dearly
loved turkey.

Teddy had a hard- wrestle with his
generosity, when it came to the famous
plum pudding. Plums " were +to his
heart’s delight. Ne one could expect
him to save any of those dearly be-
loved plums. First he determined to eat
them all out and secrete the rest of
the pudding for his guest. But when the
plums were gone the rest of the pudding
tasted so good that, bit by bit, and with
many penitential sighs, Teddy devoured
it. He tried to do justice by asking his
mother for more, firmly resolved that the
“second help” should go to his guest.
But his mother declared he had had
enough of the rich stuff, so Teddy com-
promised with his conscience by saving
all his nuts for the stranger.

Downstairs he slipped as soon as din-
ner was over. ‘'There was his little
guest fast asleep and basking in the
delightful warmth of the furnace. Hun-
ger, cuffs and dreary prospects were all
f(l)ngotten in that soothing, cheerful
glow.

Teddy snuggled down near-by and
noiselessly pulled the bread larded with
mashed potatoes and nuts out of the
recesses of his pockets, He spread out
the feast ostentatiously on the floor,
where it would strike the little guest
with amazement as soon as he opened
his eyes. 3

Ted: contemplated his work with
great delight for awhile. But by and
by the gentle warmth of the furnace be-
gan to steal over him, his head grew
heavier and heavier with drowsiness, till
slowly and gently he rolled over in slum-
ber beside the little dog.

Half an hour later his wondering fath-
er and Susan found him there. The or-
nately displayed feast of nuts, potatoes
and bread before the sleeping couple told
the story.

When Teddy and the little dog woke up
an hour lated a big platter of beef and
turkey stood amid the banquet of mash-
ed potatoes and nuts.

Teddy’s eyes bulged as much as the
little dog’s at the sight.

“Gracious,” exclaimed the little fel-
low, “I wonder how did Santa Claus
know we was here.”

The little dog said nothing, but fell
upon the beef, J
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THE ENDERBY FLOUR MILLS,

felt quite positive he couldn’t possibly

Description of Splendid New Equipment
Recently Installed.
From the Vernon News.

A News representative paid a wisit last
week to the Columbia Flour Mills, at
Enderby, and through the courtesy of
Mr. F. Appleton, manager, and Mr. Mec-
Cracken, chief miller, was enabled to
make a thorough inspection of the splen-
did mnew..equipment Técently installed,
which embraces a complete outfit of the
most modern machinery, and now places
the mill on a basis second to none in the
West.

Since the middle of August until early
this month, the mill has been shut down
to undergo a thorough course of repairs,
with the result that a’revolution has
been effected in the arrangements, new
machinery replacing the old plant in al-
most every particular. The work has
been carried on under the supervision of
H. W. Cox, of the Stratford Mill Build-
ing Company, who has put in the famous
patents of the E. P. Allis Co., of Mil-
waukee, which include everything that is
latest and best in milling appliances.

To the visitor making a tour of the
four floors, the maze of whirling reels,
sifters, purifiers, fans, bolters and rolls,
creates a somewhat bewildering impres-
sion, and unless he is possessed of more
than average technical kvnowledge he soon
relinquishes any idea of earrying away
anything more than a general impression
of the plant. To describe it in detail is
beyond our provinee, but it may be dis-
tinctly asserted that nothing that skilled
judgment and foresign could provide has
been omitted to turn out a product that
can compete without fear or favor in the
markets of the Coast. It is significant
that this mill was one of the first in the
West to put in the new patent nqursal
bolter, and since this step was. decxde_d
upon, Ogilvie, at Fort William, and big
mills in Minneapolis are installing gimilar
machines. “m ; bo];e:s» are’ soi?;ret];ing
entirely new, sing ¥mmiense vibratory
'dmm.sl.y each of which contains 250 sieves.
New wheat dusters and extra fans have
also been established, with an apprecia-

ble effect upon the cleansing power of

o|la

Attention has been given to the safety
of the building, a complete system of wa-
ter pipes and hose running through the
mill, which is heated by the exhaust
steam from the big 80 horse-power .en-
gine and boiler, which is operated in the
‘spacious engine Toom by Mr. R. Mec-
Quarrie. 1

For some twelve years the mill has
been under the control of the well known
fitm  of R.

Ld.,

manufactured, the ,7 - “Hun-
garian,” ‘“Three Star,” “Strong Bakers”
and *“Superfine,” are household words in
tanis province. The same company also
operates the mill in Vernon, and we are
glad to state that arrangements are now
in contemplation to enlarge the mill here
next year by putting up a new building
and converting the present mill into a
wheat storehouse. .

The mill at Enderby is now turning
out about 205 barrels per day.
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THE AMENITIES OF WAR.

Laws and Btiquette Limiting Human
Slaughter—Precedents Ameliorating
dlitary Murder.

Prom the Naval and Military Record,
History contains precedents for all the
incidents of the present struggle, i
The practice of the Boers in picking
out. officers has been much commented
on, and opinions have been expressed
that if it is mot against the laws it is
certainly against the etiguette of war-
fare. 'The Iron Duke certainly thought

s0. An artillery officer came to him at
Waterloo and said he had a distinet
view of Napoleon within range and had
laid his guns on him. * No, mo,I will
not allow it,” instantly and emphatically
exclaimed the Duke. “It is not the
busginess of commanders to be firing on
each other.”

In giving the ememy’s wounded the
same skill and attention as their own,
the British and Boers are following the
example of all ecivilized nations since the
Geneva convention was adopted.. In the
Prussian hospitals, after Xoniggratz,
when mnearly 20,000 wounded were left
on the field, it was found that Prussians
and Awustrians were lying side by ‘side,
all under the care of Prussian surgeons,
tended and mureed by a large number
of Prussian ladies and by many Sisters
of Charity.” In the Franco-German war
the wounded on either side were fre-
quently deft in the enemy’s hands. “After
the battle of Coulmiers,” says Capt. H.
Brackenbury, in his evidence before the
Red Cross Society, “all the German
wounded had to be taken care of by the
French surgeons alone.” = In the same
way a large proportion of French
wounded fell to the German surgeons.

Wellington anticipated Gen. Joubert’s
and Sir George White’s courtesy to rela-
tives of their mortally wounded captives.
When in Spain King Joseph’s postbag
often fell into his hands. The Queen's
letters he was obliged to detain, as they
contained useful information which it
was his right to withhold, but when
there was any reference to the King’s
daughters, who were in delicate health,
he invariably sent a flag of truce to the
outposts with the latest news.

In a long war there often spring up a
comradeship between the advance posts
of opposing armies so that they do mot
injure or harass each other, except in the
course of serious necessary movements.
Many stories are told of French and
English soldiers in the numerous wars
between the two countries, drinking,

smoking, chatting and generally hob-

nobbing in the intervals of battle. In
the Pyrenees in January of 1814 the
French surprised one of Hill’'s posts on
the Adour. This was in return for the
surprise of a French post by the Sixth
Division, under cireumstances repugnant
to the friendly habits' long established
between the French and British troops
at the outposts. Napier tells how the
Forty-Third was assembled on an open
space within twenty yards of the enemy’s
sentry, yet the latter continued to walk
his beat for an hour, relying so confi-
dently on the customary signal that he
placed 'his knapsack on the ground to
ease his shoulders. When the order to
advance was given, one of the British
soldiers having told him - to go away,
helped him to replace his bag, and the
firing then commenced. The next morn-
ing, in like manner, the French warned
the Forty-Third sentry to retire. A
more remarkable instance happened,
however, when Waellington, desirous of
getting to the top of a hill oceupied by
the enemy near Bayonne, ordered some
riflemen to drive the French away. See-
ing his men stealing up too close, Wel-
lington ordered them to fire, but with a
loud voice one of the old soldiers replied.
“ No firing,” and holding up the butt of
his rifle tapped it in a.peculiar way. At
the well-understood signal, which meant
“we must have the hil for a sghort
time,” the French, who, though they
could not maintain, would not relinquish
the post without fighting, if they had
been fired upon, quietly retired, and this
signal would never have been made if the
post had been capable of permanent de-
fence,

The flag of truce is such an ancient
and universally accepted amenity of war
that it is with the deepest regret that
stories of its misuse have been received.
If it is true that the Boers have repeat-
edly used the white flag as a means of
gaining some unfair advantage over op-
ponents, they have, in this respect at
least, advanced no further than the fif-
teenth and sixteenth century warrions,
of whom Montaigne writes in his essay
headed “ Should a commander go beyond
the walls of his fortress to parley with
the enemy?” After reviewing the argu-
ments pro and con—the great respect en-
tertained by OChristian armies for the
white flag and the natural deceitfulness
and violation of humanity when at war—
he seems to conclude that it is better to
keep out of the enemy’s power munless
you have a hostage. The spirit of this
advice was adopted only the other day
by a newspaper writer, who suggested
that, to prevent Mr. Kmuger repeating
and putting into force his threat to
assassinate six officers who are prisoners
of war, unless a certain spy is liberated,
the old man’s grandson, Lieut. Erasmus,
who is on his way home, should-be cap-
tured and kept in duress. Among the
incidents reviewed by Montaigne is that
of ‘the commander. who was lured from
his stronghold by a public foe—who was
at the same time .an' attached personal
friend—just in time to enable him to

the appamatus, and the flour now turned

i

escape falling a victim to a mine which
wrecked the fort.

Clouds gather round the little isle,
And darkly glooms the foe,

Stern faces meet without a smile
And England’s pride Hes low.

And fiercer war'g array
When he—above all soldiers great—
Napoleon stood at bay.

Corunna’s dismal day soon yields
To Waterloo’s bright fame;
The victor of a bundred fields
Is henceforth but a name.,

And blacker yet that‘,dlstant.ye(r,
When the Armada sailed— .

Yet before hearts that knew not fear
The haughty Spaniard failed.

The years may come, the years may go,
Each tells the self-same tale;
And none shall see the Red Cross low
' Or English valor fall, S :

Across the world she sends her sons
To every sea and shore,

And always thus the recofd runs,
‘“We’ve gained one victory more.”

And she that tamed the Russian bear
And quelled the pride of France,

‘Who chased the Mahdi to hig. lair
And broke the Arab’s Tance,

She fears not now the wild boar’s rage,
Though fiercely goes the fight,
For victory still from age to age
Crowns England in her might!
—Anglo-Saxon in Toronto World.
RSNt GRS

NURSING SISTER'S STORY.

How the British and Boer Wounded
Treat Each Other in the Hos-
pitals. . -

One of the nursing sisters at the Mili-
-tary hospital at Ladysmith, writing un-
der date October 26, to Sir John Voce

Moore, the late Lord Mayor, says:

“The glorious battle of Elandslaagte
was a mighty success, but, as our belov-
ed Queen says, at a terrible cost. All
night on Saturday the wounded streamed
in, and all day on Sunday we not only
had our beds all- full, but they were ly-
ing about the floors as thickly as we
could put them. We could only just
between each to administer to their
wants until their wounds could be dress-
ed. Wounded, wet, and ‘cold, some had
been lying' thirty hours on the wet
ground. They told a sad tale of suffer-
ing, but without a murmur of complaint,
Their bravery and endurance are mar-
vellous. 'Some were so terribly wound-
ed that they succumbed a few hours
after their wounds were dressed. The
.Gordon Highlanders came in for it hot,
but they have now had the satisfactien
of avenging Majuba Hill, Unfortunately
“the battle of Dundee lost us many splen-
did officers and men, and as the astute
Boers cut off our communication, our
wounded were taken prisoners, and we
learn there are about 150 still in Dundee,
which has been taken by Boers. We
learn they are being well attended by
our army surgeons, who also are pris-
oners, We have several wounded Boer
patients, and it is really amusing to see
our large-hearted Tommy Atkinses fra-
ternizing' with the enemy. A touching
little scene happened yesterday. One of
the Gordons had his arm amputated. A
Boer in the next bed had his arm taken
off in exactly the same place. I took
charge of the latter as he was brought
from the theatre, and on his becoming
conscious, the two poor fellows eyed each
other very much, till our good-natured
Tomnyy could bear it no longer. ‘Sister,’
he called, ‘give him two cigarettes out of
my box and tell him I sent them. Here
is a match, light one for him.’ I took
the cigarettes and the message to the
Boer, and he turned and looked at Tom-
my in amazement, and then, quite over-
come, he burst into tears. Tommy did
the same, and I am afraid I was on the
point of joining in the chorus, but time
would not permit. We have a splendid
staff of skilled surgeons, who are kept
constantly at work,,and our nursing staff
is all that could be desired. The names
of the staff are: Superintendent, Sister
E. A. Dowse, Army Nursing Service;
Sister Bouchier, Nursing Sisters Noble
and Bond, Sisters Ludlow, Margaret,
Charlestone, E. Borlase, I,ees and Hill.”
—English Standard.
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TOLD BY A RETIRED BURGLAR.

Driven Away From a House, and That
Very Easily, by a Small Boy.

“I never was more completely routed in
my life,”” said the retired burglar, ‘‘than
I was once by a very small boy; though he
did have to help him a large tin horn, Pret-
ty nice sort of house it was, and, mussin’

around, I got into this small boy’s room.
I don’t know whether he heard me in the
hall-though I don’t believe he did, be-
cause I'm not ordinarily a noisy man
around the house, that is, around other peo-
ple’s houses, anyway—or whether he saw
the one beam of light I threw into the room
for a second from my lamp, but I guess it
was the light,

“Anyhow, before I had taken two steps
in that room I heard the tee-rificest blast
on a tin horn I ever heard; and it seemed
as though it was right within a foot of my
head. I turned my lamp to where it came
from, and there, sitting up in bed, and
blowing loud enough for a fog horn, was
a small boy, ten years, maybe, with his
hair standing on end, if any iuman being’s
ever did, but blowing this horn good and
hearty. I suppose the youngster must have
been nervous or wakeful over some cele-
bration that had come off, or that was com-
ing, that they blew horns in, and he had
his horn under hi§ pillow, and was lying
there awake. He’d read literature enough
to know what a light from a bullseye meart
in a house at that hour in the night, and
when he saw my light creeping over the
carpet, he reached under his. pillow and
got that horn, and began to blow it; scared
half to death, but never flinching, and blow-
ing all the better on that account.

“Well, yon know, courage and nerve and
all that are very necessary parts of a man’s
outfit, if he calculates to amount to any-
thing; but there are times when, no matter
how much a man’s got of ’em, he doesn’t
want to unpack ’em at all; but just wants
to light out as fast as he can, and this
seemed to be very clearly one of those oc-
casions, because it wouldn’t be two min-
utes before the whole ‘neighborhood would
be around the house, and I started right
away, hearing the folks on that floor
slamming doors open and making a grand
rush’ for the small boy’s room as I went
down the front stairs. His excitement kept
him blowing a second or two after they
came, and that time wag a great help, and
then, of course, it took him a little time to
tell his story, and that gave me more time;
enough to get away ih.

“But if 1 did get away I suppose they
must have looked on little Willie as'a hero,

slick.”—New York Sun.
e e R L i«
A LESSON IN ELECTRICS.

Berlin, Dec. 26.—There was another
heayy snow fall in Germany to-day and
street traffic is greatly impeded. One
lesson from the severe snows of the last
two weeks is that the accumulated elec-

tric car eystem is a failure. The Ber-
lin lines will substitute overhead wires.

But darker frowned the clouds of fate,

and I think myself that Willie was prettyl

morning and then oniy by a few type

S0 that! there was Jittle time

M. Stevenson was the first one
sworn and he stated that he h 1
e mnsh g in
man as much
eight hours as in ten aud had had ex-
' perience both -as a miner and ¢
3:3 b L%e pme;f:id}bebtu \nd‘

A8 men worl $ er
eight-hour shift. Had mined hﬂ&
and Montana. He did not know of an
breech of the alien labor law. ]

8. 8. Connauton of the Lodestar Com-~
pany, was sworn. He stated that his
company were workinghnine or ten men
up Hall creek and that he found that the
cost of development was about 20 per
cent. more working the eight-hour &h

lose about one hour ag it was

sults were accomplished with two shifts
men would do more work in ten hours

in England talk of working mine and ten
hours but knew mothing positive. - Was |
not a miner and had only been in the
mining business since his coming to
Kaslo in July last, and was one

owners of the Lodestar. %

hour legislation had seriously .

{ his lumber business and produced figures

showing that in the months from Jnnt
1 to November 380, 1898, his payrol
showed 252 months’ work at the mill,
amounting to $8,047; shipments of lumber
over the K. & 8. Ry. to mines, $11,-
341.57. Whilst for the same period in
1899 there was only 154 months’ labor,
amounting to $5,500 and the lumber ship-
ped over the K. & S. Ry. amounted to
$486.65. He knew of no other reason
why the amount should mot have been
in excess of last year,

The commissioner asked Mr. Buchan-
an, as president of the board of trade,
to state the effect the law had on the
city, and Mr. Buchdnan replied that he
knew of different instances where capi«
talists refused to invest and knew of one
particular instance where capitalists
were about to purchase and spend hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in the
Lardo-Duncan district but did not on
account of this law. The construction
of the Kaslo & Lardo-Duncan and Can-
adian Pacific railways had brought con-
siderable business te Kaslo and furnish-
ed employment, so that Kaslo has mot
suffered as it otherwise would have done,
but a great deal of business would other-
wise have been transacted as Kaslo is
the headquarters for the Slocan mines.

Here the commissioner took occasion
to commend the board of trade for their
successful effort in bringing the miners
and owners together at Sandon and said
that it had resulted in much good as now
it was quite common to see the two
factions conversing together on the
streets and elsewhere, and that an en-
tire change had takén place., He said
that they had not as yet reached any
conclusion, and that he would not like
to think that they would not, but was
inclined to believe they would reach an
amicable settlement, He asked Mr.
Buchanan what the board of trade com~
mittee had done +while in Sandon.
Whereupon Mr. Keen stated that a
copy of their report as a committee had
been prepared for the commissioner but
was not to be made public, as only the
Miners’ Union, the Silver Lead Mines
Asssociation and Mr. Clute were voted
the privilege of seeing the report.

As there were mo Others desirous of
giving evidence the meeting was closed.

he commissioner stated that while he
remained in Kaslo he would be willing to
hear what anyone had to say, but which-
ever side they represented they must be
accompanied by some one opposed to
their views.
PENNUSENE——, SIS

KASLO,

Miss McTaggart has resigned her posi-
tion as teacher in the pwblic school and
jeft this morning for her home in Vic-
toria, where she intends residing in the
future. During her stay of over two
years in Kaslo Miss McTaggart has
gammed many friends, who regret her
departure, and her efforts among the
children will not soon be fqrgotbem

On Monday afternoon as it was grow-
ing dusk an Italian named Louigi Rob-
erts got into a quarrel with Jobn Husbee
and threw a razor at him. The Italian
then ran around behind the Kootenaian
office and made some remarks to Mayor
Hartin’s boys, who, seeing he had the
razor, ran up the steps leading. to.their
home above this office, and. the IHalian
followed them. For a few minutes
there was excitement -in the Mayor’'s
home, but the Italian turned- and fled
back down the stairs, with our. worthy
mayor in full pursuit. He ran down
Water street and along the lake shore,
followed by half a dozen men:. ° Chief
Chapman, hearing of the disturbance,
was soon in pursuit, and having been
told that the Italian had a knife and
gun, got his revolver in readiness, and
when he ran by him struck him with his
cane. 'The Italian turned about, as if
to retaliate, when the Chief took a shot
at him, which had the desired effect of
bringing him to a standstill. Roberts
was brought before Magistrate Carney
on Tuesday, who gave him the option of
a fine of $20, or 30 days’ imprisonment.
At present he is in gaol, and expeets to
pay the fine in a day or two. The pris-
cner stated that he was drunk and did
not remember anything of the affair.—
Kootenaian, Dec. 21.

BACKACHE.

Weak, Lame, Aching Backs, the Result of
Sluggish, Inactive Kidneys.

Backache is in reality kidney ache. The
kidneys become clogged, and falter in their
work of filtering the blood. Baekache is
nature’s warning that the kidneys are on
strike, and that the blood is going through
the system .laden with foul poisons, which
will cause Bright’s disease, dropsy, dia-
betes, rheumatism, or other equally painful
and fatal complications. i

Prudence tells ,everyone suffering with
backache to set their kidneys right. The
experience of tens of thousands of people
tells them that to accomplish this there is
no means so successful as the use of Dr.
Chase’'s Kidney-Liver Pills—the world's
greatest kidney cure.

Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills cure
permanently by making -the kidneys healthy,
|actlve and vigorous. They are purely
vegetable, act naturally and directly on the
'kidneys, and are wonderfully efflea-ious.
As a prompt and positive cure for kidney
disease, liver complaint and all the compli-
cations of these fiitering organs, they are
unapproached by any remedy ever discoy-

ered. ;
| One pill a dose; 25 c. a box at
or Bdmanson, Bates & Co, T‘»:ltl:nlen.

than the ten. That is when working «
three eight-hour shifts each man would .
)

for the men to return within an hbur
after a blast. Believed that better re- '

e day than three, and that conscientious -
than in eight. Had heard coal miners

G. O. Buchanan stated that\‘tlie.eit'lliﬁ'“.‘.
jously affected
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‘Frem the Rossland ‘Miner, Dec. 23.

Commissioner Clute put in & long day's b

work, commencing at 10 o’clock yesterday.
- Several fmportant witness:s were examined,

The attendance of ‘spectators at the sit |,

tings is very small. ’ 3
The first witness examined was Alfred
Parr of Ymir, a miner for 14 or 15 years,
.3 citizen of the United States now, but
- 'was born in Dublin;, He fs the financial
secretary of - the miners’ union at Ymir,
which ‘has 235 members, 70 per cent. of

whom are British subjects, the balanc:|

belng Amerieans and other nationalities.
" All the mines at Ymir with the exception
“of the ¥Ymir mine paid $3.50 per elght-hour

" shift for ‘machine and hand men and $3|who

for: muckers and outside men, Little or no
work was done by contract. Thé working
Inines ‘of the district when working .. all
hands employed men as follows: Ymir, 60;
Porto Rico, 52; Yellowstone, 40; Tamarac,
28; Arlington, 32; Dundee, 38; Fern, 40;
and numerous small claims employed frowm
8ix to eight men, The Ymir company had ad-
vertised for en in Spokane and some 12
had been contracted for there and brought
to Ymir. He could not say what their
nationality was. About a dozen men made
contracts in Sudbury, Ontario, with Tom
Mitchell for the Ymir mine and came to the
mine and worked about 10 shifts, when
they all quit. They were not indaced to
quit by the miners’ union. There was no
attempt made by the union to coerce the
men or to make them leave off working,
and no threats were used. The Ymir mine
is the only mine in the camp that does
not work full blast under the eight-hour
law. Some of the other mines mentioned
were temporarily closed aown at present
for omne reason or another.

Albert Leon Houston of Rossland, A miner
of 15 years’ experience, then testified. He
was an American citizen, but had resided
here nearly four years and had been em-
ployed in mining most of that time. He
was now president of the local niners’
union, The percentage of meinbers was
strongly British, principally where iie had
been working in the+*Le Roi mine the per-
centage of British subjects was about 70.
He did not think contract work could be
used in the stopes in the Rossland mines,
but it could be used in drifts, shafrs and
raises, Occasionally more than usual wages
could be made on contract work, but often
less. The commissioner and the witnesses
went into the whole question of the con-
tract system and the witness finally said
that the system had not Leen thoronghly
tested in this camp yet. The majority of
the men opposed contract work. The men
had a right to work by the day or by con-
tract as they saw fit. He had encountered
no difficuities in meeting with any of the
mine managers and discussing any l!aber
question’ with them. The witness said he
had worked under both the eight and ten-
hour systems in practically the same~ place
in the Re Rol. The same amount of time
and work actually was put in under the
eight-hour as under the ten-hour shift.
Under the ten-hour plan the men went to
work ¢n company’s time and it took them
from 20 minutes to half a: hour to get to
their places in the mine and the same time
would be takca at lunch time and in the last
half shift, Under the cight-hour luw ‘the
men are always at their place ready (v work
when their time ecmmenced. When 200 to
250 men are working they cannot eclimp
down 500 or €00 feet in Irss than 15 min-
utes. It takes about half an hour for all
the shift 1o get down to work. Now ‘the
men climb down and up in their own time.
wheéreas they formerly Wwant to and came
from work in the company’s time, - More
work has been accomplisred under the
eight-hour law than under the ten-hour.
The men had better advantages to work
harder under the:new law, the company
furnishfug more tools and were more
prompt in supplying the meu with what was
needed. The woik done both before and
after the eight-hour law has been measured
by the mine superintendent. The men pre-
fer the eight-hour system to ‘the ten-hour.
The witness ,said he wouvid prefer to re-

+ tain the eight-hour law even if he had to
make some sacrifice, but the majority of
the men would prefer to work the full 10
hours rather than lower the standard wage.
TUnder the present eight-liour system they
blast every 16 hours in place of every 10
hours as they id under the old system. In
the shafts and other portions of the mines
three eight-hour shifts are worked every
24 hours. That is the drills are worked for
16 hours at a stretch and for the remain-
ing eight hours out of the 24 the mine is
practically idle and no work is done.

Herbert E. Abell was sworn and said he
had worked as car man and mucker for
several years at the mines. )
per eight-hour shift, the same as he re-
ceived under the old system. He
thought & man put in more work under
the new eystem than under the old.
Formerly they were very lax in getting
to work. Usually the mine was smoky,
and the men used -tgr loiter around till
things got ready. oW a man is sup-
pose% t(g:) be -at_his post at the time work
commences. He then works eight hours
straight away, with the exception of
twenty minutes for lunch. TUnder the
ten-hour system the men were away
from work at lunch time for two hours,
and this time counted in the ten-hour
shift. Under the old.law 212 skips was
the record day’s work for hoisting,
Under the new law from 160 to 260
skips have been hoisted in the eight
hours, without any change being made
in the number of men working. = On the
surface now they accomplish the same
work at the Le Roi in nine or ten hours
that they used to do in twelve hours.
The witness said he was a married man
and was now organizing secretary of
the Miners’ Union. He wae a British
subject and was born in Toronto. He
solicited members for the lacal union and
was paid a salary of $105 per month for
his services. The witness described his
method of inducing men to join the
union, and said they generally * came
down after he talked with them ‘a few
times. 'The cost of living here was
high. - For himself, wife and a twelve
months® old baby he paid per month:
Rent; $12;' groceries, $25 to $30; fuel,
36 to $7; ' clothing, $12 to $15: and for
meat, $12 to §15. A married man who
sot $2.50 a day and worked seven days

-/ dn the week for a year,would be in debt
. ot the end of the year'if he and his wife
live as they should.’ Witness strongly
favored working six days in the week
only, and said he knew of many men
who would prefer it; but some of the'wn:
T men preferred to work the full

makes it suitable for

Dpractice in letting ‘cuntracts was to sub-

‘asked what they will do the work for.

He got $2.50| Ste

vho m?to;s.o,:‘k. Th
tractions: in the ca
Witness - thought a r
much work in eight hours as in ten;” he
could, and he &iad worked nnder both
systems. The ten-hour shift was too
severe; men could not stand-it and do
their work well. The men were 'satis-:
fied in Camp MecKinney and the owners
were getting the best resulfe, and every-
thing was working smoothly. :
John ‘M. Long, superintendent of  the
Josie, the No. 1'and the I Roi mines,
appeared and put in a written statement
concerning the .interference of the
miners’ union with the working of the
mines mentioned. ' A contract had been
let to one Hughes on the No. 1 mine in
August last. A guarantee of $4 per
day for the work wase given. The men
only worked one day. ‘Devin} came to
the witness and said the umion"had voted
against ‘contract work by 250 to 60, and
that he must call out the men. ' Subse-
quently the work in question was finished
by day work. Witness. said that =
specially good price was offered in the
case mentioned, as the management was
anxious to hurry on this particular piece
of work. The men would probably
have made more than $4 per day. They
had been trying to let a shaft by con-
tract within the last ten days. By sub-
mitting the matter to some of the men
working in the mine, John F. Keefe, one
of the men, went to the walking delegate
of the miners’ union and asked if con-
tracts were allowea in .the camp, and
was informed by the walking delegate
that contracting was not allowed in the
camp. - The nature of the ground here
contract work.
The mine is being ‘developed. No ship-
ments have been made yet. The usunal

w.

for idle men.

mit them to the best men in the mine, as
what we réquire is speed. The men are

Contract work is advantageous to good
men, not for second-class miners. Had
never been in a camp before where con-
tracts were forbidden. The tendency
of the contract system was to increase
wages for first-class men.

Under the eight-hour law in the No. 1
and the Josie the men start down about
five minutes before the whistle blows:
sometimes they only start when ' the
whistle blows, but the rule is that they
should be at their places in the mine
when work starts, J

Eight-hour ehifts in shaft work had
been the rule in the mines mentioned
for some time prior to the act coming
into force. More work could be done in
ten hours than in eight. From five to
twenty feet a month less work is done
under the new system.  Under the old
system the men lost forty minutes in the
day -and forty minutes in the night shift
going to and coming from work. While
two shifte a day are worked the actual
loss -of time under the new law is one
hour and forty minutes per day. . The
longer hours would likély tell upon the
hammer men, but machine men should be
able to work right along. Relatively,
the witness thought that a hammer man
would do more work per hour in a short
day than a longer one. A man could
not do as much work in eight hours as
he could in ten.

}h‘. Devine asked, through the com-
missioner, if Mr. g was ever a mem-
ber of a miners’ union, and the witness
replied that he was at one e & mem-

of 4 union. In reply to T ques-
tions by Mr. Devine, the eSS
that he had never been notified by the
miners’ union under theix official seal,
nor had he corresponded with the union
on the subject of contract work. The
Witness further added that he had been
approached by the president of the
miners’ union and Mr. Devine, and re-
quested to discharge a miner named
wart. They said they could not give
the reason, but Mr. Devine stated th.
Stewart  would not join ‘the miners’
union.  Stewart afterwards stated that
he had joined the uniom.

homas H. Hughes, the sub-contractor
referred to by the previous witness, was
them sworn. He said he was a working
miner in the No. 1 mine.. He took a
contract to do the work at the rate of
$22 per foot and was guaranteed $4
day. . This was in August last. g;:
only worked one day, as Mr. Devine told
him that the union had passed a resolu-
tion wgainst all contract work. Witness
said he was a member of the Coeur
@’Alene union; but not the loeal one here,
He was an American citizen, ' His two
partners on the contract quit the work
&ftex_‘ the first day, and he came to see

evine and find out what was the

trotble. He asked Devine if the union
had stopped contracts, and Devine said
it had.‘ He (the witness) replied he did
not think it right, as he had a chance to
make $5 or $6 a day. Devine answered
tlmg the majority of the boys were
against it; that it might benefit two or
three, but would hurt them all in the
long run.

To Mr. Houston. . the president of the
miners' wunion, the witness said he
would work harder on a contract .than
he would in the company’s time, and
thought any other man would do the
same,

To Mr. Devine the witness said he had
some hot words with him at the time of.
the interview mentioned. Witness re-
peated ‘the conversation as already
given. i ;

James Devine then gave his version
of the matter referred to by Hughes.
*“I told him,” gaid the witness, “I had
nothing whatever to = do with the con-

-1 said it was poor -

b
agement for a company to. p:

[or s S wios” s

a?g;an ‘could do nsid

ess stated |-

of all the men emplo
tioned, and gures the
amount of capital invested by the B. A.
C. in the mines of the ca and some
further figures showing the effect of the
Ep.mediate working /of the eight-hour
W, 2 i AT

_‘Mr. McDonald said he had been min

rill, as well as on the pumps and tim-
bering, later as foreman, mine superin-
tendent and' general manager. -At this
£ -Mr. Clute said he would fake Mr,:

ald’s evidence latér, and the wit-

onald’s
‘nesy was excused. -

R B Palmer testified that he was a
mning engineer graduate from MeGill
in 1887; had been engaged in mining
for about six years: is the mining engi-
neer of the'Le Roi mine. The witness
verified the ‘statement- already put in
showing the_ increased cost of working in
the Le Roi mine under the. eight-hour
law than formerly. “The total daily in-
crease was $82. The witness said that
if the sorting space was enlarged and
four or five sorters put on, some of .the
increased costs of shipment calculated:
would be reduced somewhat. It -had
been found necessarv to make extensive
changes. to meet  the changed eircum-
stances, but these would not -be con-
cIuded_ for about six months, and in the
neantime the increased cost would have
to be incurred. :
_The  further sittings of the commis
sloner were adjourned at 6:45 last even-
ng until 10 o’clock this. morning, when
Mr. ~Mn]_)onald and several other wit-
nesses will be called.
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TO CIVILIZE RUGRY.

McGill University Taking the Lead in
Refining the 'College Sport.

From the MecGil Outlook,

The humane effort to reform foothall once
more, and free it from. all elements.of dan-
ger.and roughness, seems to eot with cordial
endorsement. It is supposed that when the
game can be blayed without risk of any
one . being hurt, and. without any rough
scuffling or tackling, the persons who now

oppose the sport will attend in large num-
bers,

Some of the proposed changes are as fol-
dows:

1. At the beginning of the play the haH
shall be put in the centre of the fleld, and
the umpire shall think of a number- between
1 and 50. The two captains shall guess
at the number, and the one coming the near-
est to it shall be allowed to move the ball
five yards into the territory of the other
team, ]

2. Before the ball is put in play after a
down the captain shall line up his men and
count them off as follows:

“Qnery, Onery, ickory an!

Phileson, Pholeson, Nicholas, John!

Queevy Quavy,

English mavy,

Sticklum, staklum, I-o-u buck!” :

The player on the word “buck’ shall be
known as “it,” He shall kneel beside the
ball, and the members of the opposing team
shall line up opposite. The player known
as “it” shall repeat “Simon says ‘Thumbs
up,’'” or “Simon says ‘Thumbs down,’’’
indicating the' movement as he speaks the
words, and the players of the opposing
team must Imitate his movements, But
if he merely says, “Thumbs up,” without
the “Simon says,” and an opposing player
put his thumbs up, that counts 1, ‘and after
three such mistakes, the ball is advanced
five yards.” If, However, after 20 trials
the opposing team does not make a total of
three errors, then the ball goes to the op:
p:)slnz team and is advanced on a “tag”
play. © .

3. On the “tag” play the member of the
team who stands highest in his class is
given the ball to run with it. The opposing
players must touch him as he runs and say,
*“Tag, you're it.”” But if he has his fingers
crossed at the time, or is touching wood.
he does not have to stop. For this purpose
wooden strips are laid across the field
every ten yards. If, however, he is caught

af|without his fingers crossed or touching

Wwood, he must put the ball down. Any op-
posing player who is glapped three times
on the back by:a member of the runner's
team is called ‘“‘out” and cannot ‘“‘tag"” the
runner,

4. Any player who takes hold of an op-
posing player, or who displays brusqueness
and lack of refinement, shall ‘be put futo a
compartment at the side lines known. as.
the “boneyard,” and shall not be released
until his captain shall answer ten questions
\without laughing.

5. After a touch-down has been made the
professor of rhetoric shall give five hard
words from the back of the book to the full-
bick of the team gcoring the touch-down.
If the full-back spells the five words cor-
rectly, his team Ig credited with two points,
the same as if a goal was kicked. If he
falls on any word the ball goes to the op-
posing team on the 25-yard line. The ball
must never be kicked, as it might strike
one of the players and injure him.

6. On resuming play after a touch-down,
all the players except one, form a ring
and join hands, singing,

“London bridge is falling down,
Falling down, falling down,
London bridge is falling down,
* So farewell, my ladies.” oy

The captain of the team agalnst Which
the score has been made is blindfolded and
put into the circle. After a time he ad-
vances and takes hold of a player who ts
asked three questions. He must guess at the
name of this player. If he guesses correetly
B¢ is allowed to advance the ball 15 yards.
I he fails the ball goes to the other team
8t the centre of the field. = :

‘7. Both spectators and players are expect-
ed_to be quiet and erderly at all times, es-
 pecially during the flental tests, :

s

O

Are free from il crude and frri‘ating mat-
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{our Holy Father, Leo

Holy Year, and“also & midnight mass’

5

| for December 31,1900, ‘to mark the cen-

tury’s end. This paper says:

- “In’ order to sanctify the t'of Dec

for the Solemn Homage asked the Holy

| Father to grant permission for the cele--
| the B. A C., including the minera men-{
also fi ‘

Thggsloly Father not
¢ ‘to the est,
thﬁﬁi&m '

on_the Dec.
Dec. 31, 1900. During
Bl s;:hmt!l?ent ::;duy be qolegsqlg e:t-
posed, wi e prudent permission 0.
the drdinax‘-y, and the faithful may re-
ceive: Holy Communion. This is the
most extraordinary: sgion - of the
whole reign of Leo XIIL, and it shows
how intently his wishes are fixed on the
celebration of the Holy Year as well as
on the International Homage to the Re-
deemer of mankind. - - |
The Universal Decree is as follows:
“It is most becoming that we who are
about to celebrate the commencement of
the Holy Year, happil§ proclaimed by
III., should, in
the depth ‘of night, rise to greet the au-
ther of time, and, prostrate before His

| altars, to'offer the ‘most acceptable Vie-

‘tim, who'is the Immaculate Lamb, as-
sisting at the Sacred Banqguet, so thdt
nl:: this most oppar%me_ time we (xlnay’ find
the assistance of His grace and mercy.
‘F%r our 'salvation :is nearer. Behold,
Row is the acceptable time; behold, now
is the day of salvation.” And, if the
kingdom of heaven, which'is the Church
on earth, is likened to thé ten virgins
going ' forth in the mnight' to meet the
Bridegroom, each one of us may, on the
occasion ' of this- solemn - festivity, con-
sider more attentively these sacred
words: ‘Trim your lamps; for behold
the Bridegroom cometh, go ye forth to
meet Him.’ e

“Since, moreover, at midnight of the
last day of December of the coming
year the present cenfury will come to an
end, and a mnéw one begim, it is very
appropriate that thamgs be given to God
by some pious and solemn ceremony for
the benefits received during the course
of the present century and owing to the
urgent necessity of the times, that great-
er favors be implored in order to begin
auspiciously’ the mew era.’
. “Therefore, in order that the approach-
ng year, ( may begin ‘happily
through the supplication of the assist-
ance of God and His Only Begotten Son,
our Redeemer, and that it may end, af-
ter a prosperous course, by ushering in
a still more ha: ecentury, as it is right
for us to expect, our Most Holy Father,
Leo XIII, gracipusly concedes that, with
the prudent consent of the Ordinary of
every place, at midnight on the 31st of
December, both .of the «closing and of
the coming year, jin all churches and
chapels where the Most Blessed Sacra-
ment may be exposed fo adoration; and
permission is given to read ' or to sing
at the same hour, ‘Coram Sanctissimo,’
one Mass of thé Feast-of Circumeision
of Our Lord-and the Octaye of the Na-
tivity; and permission is given, by spe-
.cial favor, to the faithful to receive Holy
Communion either during the Mass. or
after it; all necessary conditions to be
observed.

“All things to fhe
standing, |

(Signed.) ™"
*C. Bishop of Praeneste Card. Mazzella,

: . ‘“Prefect.
._“Sacred Congregation .of Rites.
“D. Panici, Secretary.
“Nov. 13, 1899,”
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Individual Aects  of Bravery C.;using
Names of British Soldiers to Live
in ‘History.

>

We are all famllfar with the wonderful '
achievements of Corporal Shaw, the Life-.
gnardsman who, at Waterloo, did such ter-'
rible execution with his sword apd whose
skull has long.been one of the gruesome |
relics of a collection of great historic inter-
est in London. .But later days than Water
loo have given us Instances of 'destruction
by individuals on the field of battie which
are even more appalling than Corporal |
Shaw’s. 2

We begin the list with a Boer. In our
last Transvaal war, when our troops were
camping in the shadow of Majuba, there
came forth, from day to day, a Boer
marksman, whq earned for himself the title
of the ‘‘secret; silent enemy,” Day after'
day, for eight days, he appeared aad claim-
ed a victim to his rifle, !

Huesars, fresh from the Afghan war, were
told off ‘to try their luck at the destroyer. *
He came again, warily, round his favorite
spur of hill, but for the last time. From |
thelr hiding place In the long grass the '
Hussars saw him, and one of them, named
Lent, afterwards a sergeant, took a-pot-shot
and brought him down at about 800 yards.
Five ddys later the body was found, where-
it had fallen from the saddie, by a party of
Highlanders, : i

Some wonderful things were done person- '
ally in the mutiny. Best known is the deed
of the late Maj.-Gen. McBean, at Lucknow
MeBean, who rosé to his distinguished po--
sition from ‘the rank of private, was with
bis men of the Ninety-third—he was then
lieutenant—storming the main breach.  His
own valour may be best understood from
the statement that with his claymore he
killed no fewer than- eleven sepoys, onc
after the other, in the slaughter in the Be-
gum Kotee. On February 23, 1858, an off-
cer named Evans, with eight men of the
Ninth Lancers, killed no fewer than sixty
of the mutineers. : [

In a letter from. the camp (Meed Gunges
the day after, Maj. Anson, of the Ninth,
said: - “Cole sguadron had a good.deal to
do, and C’a horse was killed, Evans, of
his troop, started off ‘with eight men after
some of the wretches, and killed about six-
ty..hm‘mhllleu.n‘n lrmed.t with a lance, kill-
3 S-n% z - Was - ?&W ed with

;‘wl A

ﬁthm% S Very amalty very! cusy

‘was_held until _
-that MT of ‘defenders prevented a
on,

% Little Hand.
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"7 *“It Is eurlously characteristic of our na-

HEROES OF THE BATTLEFIELD “had to dismiss the affair by saying -that

Then a couple of troopers of the !.Flrteel;tlr

the men seven or!D

_To return to Sotith Africa for a moment. |
immortal defence of Rorke’s drift
many acts of persomal daring ‘were exhib-
ited. Qnm_img-'gm the beavy batch
of V. O-m lere was the display of
prowess w “made Private Dunbar fa-
mous. Dunbar saw a mounted Zulu chief
approaching. The warrior rushed up to
the very muazzles of the rifles, but he got
no farther, for Dunbar shot him through
head, the bullet hitting another Zulu

as behind the chief,
After that, with eight successive shots,
Danbar killed as many Zulus, shooting them
as they came on to the attack round a ledge
of hill. It was only by such desperate per-
scnal fighting as this that ‘Rorke’s dritt
reinforcements came, and

3

epetiton, on a fa- larger scale, of  the
‘butchery of Isandhlwana—the Hill of the
Sir Evelyn Wood, V.C.. in his fascinating
reminiscences of the Crimean war, tells an;
awful, but stirring story of a Guardsman
at Inkerman. When Capt. Burnaby, of ths
Grenadiers, charged into the center of the
swarming foe, he was closely followed by
Privaté James Bancroft. Several Russians
furiously fell upon the private, who drove
his bayonet through the chest of the nearest
of ‘three men, but before he could withdraw
it he was bayonetted through the jaw.
‘Though he staggered back, still he kept
his eye on the man who had dealt the blow,
and shot him dead, killing the third man
with the bayonet. ) {
Two other Russians then fought Ban-
croft ‘at the same moment, and he fell,
pierced in the right side. Jumping up
again, however, he knocked down one of
his enemies, who, not bsing mich hurt,
clutched Bancroft’s legs as he fought the
other man.” The Guardsman killed both—
him on the ground by kicks with the heel
of the boot, and the other with the bayonet.

tion,” says Sir Evelyn, “that a sergeant,
ignoring, or possibly not percelving, ° that
the Russian on the' grounl was trying to
hold Bancroft, till. another Rnssian could
stab ‘him, shouted out forbidding Baneroft
to kick ‘a man that’s down.’ ”’

In the Balaclava charge one BEnglish
officer killed in succession the wheel, cen-
ter, and lead drivers of .a gun which the
Russians weére trying desperately hard to
carry off, and the records of the Crimea
and other long and protracted campaigns
stow that such exhibitions of. personal
might as this were far from uncommon.
Even in ‘the present operations in  the
Transvaal, a juvenile trumpeter has been
credited by the war correspondents with
slaying three Boers with a revolver. _

Ag might be expected, the records of the
‘Vietoria Cross furnish some rousing ex
amples 8T personal prowess in battle, apart
from that shee valor for which alone this
priceless decoration is awarded. Only two
or three instances can be quoted here. They
are typleal, :

There was Private Norman, who, in the
Crimea, at the close of 1854, was doing sin-
gle sentry at a lonely spot—and at mid-
night, too. It was the sort of post from
which some of the bravest of our troops
have bolted, and for nothing. But the un-
daunted Norman held his ground, despite
the fact that three great coated, ghostly
Russian soldiers were silently stealing up
to reconnoitre the British position. At the
supreme ‘moment—that /is,” when the lone
sentinel and the trio were almost face to
face—Norman rushed forward and in an in-
stant had a couple of the enemy in hiy
grasp. These he marched off to the picket,
but the third man escaped.

Again in the Crimea, Corporal John Pret-
tyman—*‘soldier an’ sailor, too,”’ for he was
one of her Majesty’'s Jollies—practically held
an important position at Inkerman, firing
so collectedly and well, not wasting a bul-
let, that that part of the Russian advance
was repulsed. The advantage to the allies
was not too dearly bought at the price of
the V.C., which was c¢onferred wupon this
self-relignt Marine Light Infantryman.

The twenty-two wounds which Lieut, A.
8, Jones, of the Ninth Lancers; received in
an affair with mutineers in June, 1857, were
an eloquent tribute to his own achievement
on the field of battle, though Maj. Anson

“9ones, with a small party, captured one
of the enemy's guns, and it was fired four
times against them with success.”

Lieut. Gen. C. T. 8. Gough, V.C., has by
his prowess on the battlefield made a name
for himself that all good soldiers envy, and
the same can be said of many of our prom
inent naval and military men.

It is put on record that Trupeter Mona-
ghan and Private Anderson, of the Second
Dragoon Guards, who in 1858 rushed to the
rescue of their colonel, ‘who had béen at-
tacked in the jungle by -sepoys, slew forty
of the enemy, with the help of the com-
manding officer, who had himself already.
accounted for half a dozen of the mutin-
eers. Monaghan and Anderson got the V.C,

All the cases which have been given are
but illustrations of that amazing exhibition
of pluck and resource on the part of the
British soldier and sailor which have from
time to time compelled the admiration of
the world.—Tit-Bits.

‘NEW DENVER.

New Denver, ‘Dee. 22.—As & vesult of
the votes taken last Saturday night by the
full attendance of the miners’ unioas in the
camp, particularly at Sandon, the delega-
tion from the miners have been ir confer-
ence duripg the week with the represemta-
tives of the mine owners. No definite con-
clusion has yet been arrived at, so far, at
least as the general public is permitted to
glean. There have been various rumors
of a settlement, but they are without foun-
dation, The compromise offer from the
owners was $3.25 for hand-drillers.

R. F. Green, M, P, P, for the Slocan divi-
sion, was here on Saturday and Sunday
eliciting the views of his constituents as
to the needs of this vicinity. Chier among
these were urged the Silver Mountair
wagon road and the enlargement of the
public school, with an additional teacher.
In addressing the miners at Union hall on
Saturday evening, Mr, Green §tated that the
eight-hour law would never be repealed, as
out of a total membership in the legislature
of 38, no less than 28 have pledged them-
selves to its individual support.

The heavy thaw of the past day or so
caused some dangerous slides to eome dowiL

New. workings ‘have been opened up on
the Bosun ground, just above the No, 1
ift, with the alleg-d purpose of tapping
 big ore chute whizl, was last summer

ered a few score fcet away on the

eral question did not enter

passable zone of fire, deadly in an equal
degree to. both the foes,' * * * The

remining | In Two Cases the éi:;ef Execu.

‘Aorangi last evening, adds another to
the list of long-lived Amh:ahsian minis-

the past month or‘two. Federation was
no sooner accomplished than the record
of defeat began, and impartial disaster
followed each of the premiers who had
‘been instrumental in procuring its en-
dorsement by the will of . the people.
Mr. Reid, who was admitted on all sides
to have an almost prescriptive claim upon
the federal premiership, went first, in
New'Sonfh'Watli_es_, by amlqn’ "'-“ngﬁ
fasics . wehich 'r:or%:fmh. decide the
fate of long-lived ministries. The fed-

into the mat-

ter any more than it did in the other
colonies. In Tasmania, for instance, so
staunch a federalist as Sir Edward Brad-
don left office on an issue very closely
resembling that which decided the fate
of the ministry in New South Wales.
In South Australia the same fate was
meted out to Mr. Kingston; and in
Queensland Mr, Dickson, the ‘political
heir of a long line of holders of the pre-
mier’s office, had been similarly defeated.
Last of all, in Vietoria, the administra-
tion of Sir George Turner, after holding
office with credit during one of the most
trying periods of the country’s history,
and after doing yeoman service in the
cause of Australian federation has been
seen to go to pieces before an admittedly
weak attack, and on a narrow adverse
majority of 11 votes. In Western Aus-
tralia the federal question is likely to
give even the historic Forrest adminis-
tration trouble, if not to precipitate the
dissolution that the opposition leader de-
mands; while in New Zealand the fate
of the Seddon ministry depended upon
the results of the general elections set
for the 6th December. Premier Seddon
had stated his position plainly. He was
absolutely opposed to New Zealand join-
ing the Australian federation. New
Zealanders, in his opinion, should feder-
ate with their fellow-colonists for defence
and perhaps one or two other P i
but beyond that he believed in maintain-
ing the individaal nationality of New
Zealand.

Mr. Dickson, the Queensland premier,
found himself and his ministry in an
awkward position from which there was
no escape. The railways standing com-
ittee bill, a government measure hav-
ing for its object the establishment of
a ‘body somewhat similar to the Board
of Arbitration once - instituted in this
province, was carried on the second read-
ing by & majority of one. For this one
-the government was indehted to a mem-
ber of the Independent Labor party. Af-
ter the defeut of a proposal to enlarge
the scope of the committee, the premier
moved that the speaker leave the chair,
and Mr. Dawson, leader of the Labor
Opposition party, moved the next order
of business—virtually taking ‘the leader-
ship out of the hands of the premier,
who accepted the position and opposed
the resolution as tantamount to a vote
of want of confidence, 'The motion was
defeated by the same majority of one,
the Independent Labor member coming
to the assistance of the government. To
quote . the Sydney Morning. Herald:
“Manifestly a premier who has only this
slender and variable a majority upon
which to rely cannot hold office with
credit to himself or even with due re-
gard to the fundamental principles of
constitutional _government.”  Premier
Dickson accordingly placed his resigna-
tion, and those of his colleagues, in the
hands of the lieutenant governor, and
asked for a dissolution of the house. This
Wwas not granted, and Mr. Dawson, the
leader of the Opposition, was sent for,
he succeeding after some trifling delay,
in forming a ministry as follows: Prem-
ier and Chief Secretary, Mr. A. Dawson;
Attorney General, Mr. O. B, FitzGerald;
Home Secretary, Mr, H. Tunley; Treas-
urer and Postmaster General, Mr. W.
Kidston; Mines and Public Instruction,
Mr. W. H. Browne; Lands and Agricul-
ture, Mr. H, F. Hardacre; Railways and
Works, Mr, Fisher. It is not anticipated
that the new gocvernment will experi-
ence any difficulty in “carrying on.”

In Southi Australia the long-expected has
also happened. The premier (and attorney-
general) was catechised at some length in
the assembly, and Mr. Burgoyne, the chair-
maR of what is known as the Country par-
ty, acting in eonjunction with the leader
of the opposition, then called for a division,
which resulted in 25 voting with the gov-
ernment and 26 against it. the announce-
ment of the result being received with
cheers. The Labor party supported the
ministry in haif-hearted fashion; while the
Country party was divided. Mr. Borgoyne
stocd aside, and Mr. Solomon, the straight
opposition leader, was invited to become
premier.

In the neighboring colony of Victoria
there ‘was a scene of excitement prior to
the adoption of a want of confidence mo-
tion applied.to. the ministry of Sir Georga
Turner, which passed by 47 to 38. Sir
George Turneyr promptly waited upon Lord
Brassey, the governor, and Informed his
Excellency that an adverse vote had been
carried against the ministry, submitting
also ministerial reasoms in support of an
application to the governor to dissolve the
house.  Lord Brassey could not see hig way
clear to grant a dissolution, and, accepting
Sir George Turner’s resignation, sent for
tb‘e opposition leader, Mr. McLean.

o
A PARADOX IN ARMS.

Weapons of To-day Less Deadly Than
Thost ‘of the Past.

In one remarkable respect the events
of the present struggle have falsified the
predictions of many would-be prophets,
though not of men who have really
studied war. It has always been a
superstition with the half-informed that
with the great improvement in weapons

which has come in modern times, the loss
of life on the battlefield would increase
in exactly proportionate ratio. M. Bloeh,
for example, has told us that “between
the combatants will always be an im-
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T Kil'a W’d. En'gd. of Joss
Gleneoe,. .... ... 48 291 4,000 6.7
Elandslaagte ., .... 51 213 3,000

elmont.. .. .. .. 40 238 7,000
Graspan.. .. .. ...i 4 104 6,700
Modder River .. .. 72 396 8,000

In no case has the loss reached 10 per
cent. of theiwhole rorce, though there
have been gpgiments and small detach-
ments which. have suffered altogether
disproportionately. The detachman+
Gordons lost one-third|
heroic Marines, in thei*
sault upen the kopje |
nearWr ee:g.e of 1
ing, ~all -their o
ground.
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At Albuera, one of {
tions of the Peninsular
Spanish army lost 7,00(
In the attack on the hi
the key of the French position, the 57th
Regiment lost 425 officers and men out
of 570, and only 1,800 unwounded Brit-
ish soldiers out of 6,000 reached the top.
This -was an umsuccessful assault, yet
the enormous losses prove the deadlinesc
of the old weapons. In ten other in
stances, from 1377 to 1800, the average
of losses was from' 25 to 10 per cent.

The seeming paradox that modern
weapons are less deadly than the old
Minie or Brown Bess is thus explained:
In the first place, the man of to-day is a
more nervous orgamism than was the
man of 1800 or 1850. 'In the second
Ql-acq, the effeet of the artillery prepara-
tion is now infinitely greater than it wae
in the past, and will become even more
extraordinary in the future. Aq the
lyddite shell is to the shrapnel of the
present, 8o the shrapnel is to the feeble
round shot or shell of the past. In the
yery near futu_re our field batteries will
be supplied with the terrible lyddite-
charged projectile, which is five times
more efficacions among the stony kopjes
of the South African veldt than the
shrapnel with which our batteries are at
present supplied. Themn our 5 and 4 per
cents. of losses will dwindle to 2% and
2 per cents.
.Mormver, in the past the soldiers were
elthqr long-service men or trained in
continuous fighting, ' Such troops will
take more punishment than the two or .
three years’ soldier of the Continent to-
day, because their discipline is greater.
Our own fighting army is composed
practically of six years’ service men—
when the Reservists are included—and
is at the present time, man for man, the
finest fighting foree in the world.

—————

FEEDING THE ARMY,
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What It Means to Supply 116,000 Men
and 51,000 Horses,

Ihe London Times prints an interest-
ing article on the provisioning of the
British army in South Africa. 'The
basis of the arrangement is that there

shall be four months’ supplies always
available at the seat of war for 110,000
troops and native transport helpers,
and 51,000 horses and mules. At the
present moment there are only three
months’ supplies on hand in South Af
rica, but the additions necessary to bring
the totals up to four momths’ limit are
being despatched with speed, and that
limit once reached, will be maintained
as long as may be thought necessary.
Of the enormous quantities of food
which go to make up a four months’
supply for this number of men and ani-
mals few persons can have even the re-
motest idea. The one item of preserved
meat alone stands is the same quantity.
Of biscuit there are 400,000 pounds, tea 1t
200,000 pounds, sugar at 200,000 pounds,
compressed vegetables at 800,000 pounds,
and salt at 400.000 pounds. One article
of diet. which has been found particul-
arly suitable for troops om active service
is a preparation of meat and vegetables
cooked together. Of this a single con-
tractor is sending tins at the rate of
half a million each month. Of conden-
sed milk eweetened and unsweetened, the
four months’ supplies represent 360,000
tins

Particularly imteresting is the item of
jam. This commonly was first given to
the British troops in the Soudan expedi-
tion of 1884 and 1885, and it was after-
wards supplied to the Ashanti expedition.
It was reported on very favorbaly on
each occasion, for not only was it regard-
ded with favor by the troops, but it was
found to be a distinetly healthy food, es-
pecially on account of its amit}cor,bu_tic
properties, am important consideration
in the absence of a good supply of fresh
vegetables. Jam has therefore takemn its
permanent place a8 onme good thing
among others for troops to fight on, and
the quantities to be kept in 'South Africa
as a four months’ reserve amount to mo
less than 1,400,000 pounds; comsigned in
tins each contining a single pound. In re-
gard to the liquids the list provides for
80,000 gallons of rum, 12,000 bottles of
whiskey, 32,000 bottles of port wine,
neariy 40,000 pounds weight of lime
Jjuice, a vast quantity of “sparklets” for
making soda water, and 80 tons of alum
for purifying spring or river water, of
which the guality may be doubtful.
Of tobacecos the quantity sent out by
jfor the four months s
“this, of course, being
nt of the amount con-
te donors. It should
er, that the troops have
to pay for the tobacco supplied by the
War Office, doing so at the rate of 1s.
per pound, so that no doubt they would
be doubly pleased to zet free gifts from
the . British public. Of ordinary hospital
supplies the quantities are based on the
supposition that 10 per cent. of the troops
are always either sick or wounded.
though happily, this percentage is never
reached, In the way of disenfectants,
also, it is assumed that during each four
months there will—may be—required
6,000 pounds of earbolic acid powder, 20
tons of chloride of lime. 10, gallons of
izal, and 10 tons of McDougall’s d.sin-
fecting powder. Still another item on
the list is that of 80,000 pounds of can-
dles. For the horses and mules there
are provided, for the same period 25,000
tons. ‘of “hay, 31,000 tons of oats, and
3,000 toms of bran.
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