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The Dying Year.
Yes, the Year is growing old,
And his eye is pale and bleared !
Death, with frosty hand and cold,
Plucks the old man by the beard,
Sorely, —sorely !

Through woods and mountain Hm
Thegwin(ll. like anthems, roll ;
They are chanting solemn masses,
Singing, “ Pray for this poor soul,
Pray,—Pray !

And the hooded clouds, like friars,
Tell their beads in drops of rain,
And patter their doleful rnyen 3
But their prayers are all in vain,
All in vain !

There he stands in the foul weather,
The foolish, fond Old Year,
Crowned with wild flowers and with heather,
Like weak, despised Lear,
A king,—a king !

Then, too, the Old Year dieth,
And the forests utter a moan,
Like the voice of one who crieth

In the wilderness alone,
““Vex not his ghost ! "

Then comes with an awful roar,
Gathering and sounding on,
The storm-wind from Labrador,
The wind Euroclydon,

The storm-wind !

Howl ! howl ! and from the forest
Sweep the red leaves away !
Would the sins that thou abhorest,
O Soul ! could thus decay,
And be swept away !

For there shall come a mightier blast,
Tliere shall be a darker day;

l And the stars, from heaven down-cast,
| Like red leaves be swept away !
Kyrie, eleyson !
Christe, elcyson 1*
— Longfellow,

' The Garnet Series—Chautauqua
Press.

Tur Chautauqua movement js assuming ever
grander proportions. It has now a regular
| chartered university, with a course equal te
| that of most of the universities of the land.
The latest evidence of its rapid development is
| this issue of text books and choice literature
| under the imprint of the Chautauqua Press, The
| initial volumes are admirably m‘npted to pro-
|mote art culture and polite literature, ‘l"ho
| Garnet series consists of four books, elegantly
"Erinted and bound, Fut up in neat box for §3,
[ ‘hnutau(lun Press: Rand, Avery & Co., Boston,
Mass. The subjects are as follows :
[ Readings from Ruskin.” With an intro-
duction by H. A. Beers, Professor of English
Literature in Yale College. This volume
contains chapters from iuskin on

““The
Poetry of Architecture,” * The Cot; e—Eng-
lish, French and Italian,” “The Villa—. talian,”

and ‘“St. Mark’s,” from *“ Stones of Venice ”

*‘ Readings from Macaulay.” With an intro-
duction by {)onnld G. Mitchell (‘“ Ik Marvel *),
This volume contains Lord Macaulay'’s essays
on ““Dante,” *Petrarch,” and ¢ Machiavelli,”
‘“Lays of Ancient Rome,” and * Pompeii.”

‘* Art and the formation of Taste,” By Lucy
Crane. With an introduction by Charles G,
Whiting, This volume contains lectures on
‘* Decorative Art, Form, Color, Dress, and
Needlework,” ‘Fine Arts,” Sculpture,”
‘* Architecture,” *“ Painting,”

* These words, parts of an ancient Greek
liturgy, mean, O Lord, have mercy upon us !

Christ, have mercy upon us ! "
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«The Life and Works of Michael Angelo.”
By Chas. Christopher Black. With an intro-
duction by Charles G, Whiting. This volume

ins an admirabl t of the lifc labors
of this famous sculptor, painter, architect and
poet.

This series will form an excellent addition to
any home library for young people, whether
Chautauquans or not.
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Christian Guardian, weekl
Methodist Magazine, monthly .......... 2
Guardian and Magazine together........ 3
The Wesleysn, Halifax, weekly ........ 2

Suaday School Banuer, monthly .. ...... 0
Berean Leaf Quarterly .............. o
Quarterly Review Service. By the year,
24 cents & dozen ; $2.00 per 100, Per
quarter, 6 cents a dozen ; rr 100. ...
ortnightly,
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Fome & School, 8 pp. 4to,
single copies ..... .
Less than 20 copies ...
Over 20 COPIeB ...uvvvrsrrersen eees

Pleasant Hours Issued to alternate with
Home & School. Same size and price.

Berean Leaves, 100 copies per month 5 50

Sunbeam, fortnightly, less than 20 copies 0 15
20 copies and upwards 012

I'l.ppyi ays, fortnightly, 1
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Publisher, Toronto.
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with the new-yenr;repwiesk mow-Sunday
school-paper, HarrrRaxs. M-with-be of the L

BEAM, and issued on alternate weeks, so
that, with our four papers, schools wiH have one
for every Sunday, both for senior and primary
classes. This aift meet a long felt want which
has been frequently expressed by many schools.
We hope that all ools will rally to the
snyport of this ann r. It will be the
handsomest juvenife paperjever issued in Can-
ada. No school jshould prder any other or
foreign periodical| for advanced or primary
classes without kng thefspecimens of those of
our own Church, fhich sent to every Sun-
day-school supefintenden i
Any who do not soon receive

sent free.
Harpy Davs is issued every fortnight, single”
copies, post free, only 15 cents a year ; twenty
copies and over, 12 cents.

TH¥ SUNBEAM,

"hc companion paper to Harey Davs will
be brighter, better, and more beautiful than
ever, with a superior grade of pictures, and
will be issued every fortnight. It is just what
the little folk of the primary classes need—full
of pretty pictures, short stories, poems, and
easy lesson notes.

SunBEAM, every fortnight, when less than
twenty copies, 15 cents; twenty copies and
upwards, 12 cents. -

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER
will inue to adopt every improvement that

TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1885

can be desired for increasing its efficiency as a
teacher’s help. A series of attractive frontis-

Our Sunday-School Periodicals
for 188¢. 7

Wg are thankful for the greatly increased
patronage of our Sunday-school periodicals dur-
ing the past year. We hope for the continuance
in still i d We believe that
our several periodicals will be more helpful and
more interesting than ever befere. Neither
money nor labour shall be spared in making
them the best, the most attractive, and the
cheapest lesson helps and Sunday-school papers
in the world.

pieces to each number, giving full page engcav-
ings of some striking scene in Bible lands, will
be presented, and also, as opportunity offers,
smaller engravings on the text. In order that
every teacher in every school of the Methodist
Church may have the aid of this unsurpassed
teacher’s monthly, its price will be uniformly
sixty cents a copy, whether taken singly or
in any quantity., This gives the individual
teacher an equal advantage with the school
which can take a large number. Thus
FIVE CENTS A MONTH

will place in the hands of a teacher twelve times

thirty-two pages—384 pages a year—of rich, full,

same grade mg same size and price as the SuN- U

will confer |-
a favour by writing for samples, which will be * v
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concise, practical lesson notes and teacher's
hints, adapted for the several grades of the
Sabbath-school, and well printed in clear type
on good paper.

THE BEREAN QUARTERLY,

This is one of the cheapest and most attrac-
tive lesson helps we publish, Kach number
) contains sixteen pages — sixty-four pages a

year—with lesson notes, lesson hymns, cate-
N chism questions, open and closing exercises,
/ o descriptive index of names and places with
the pronounciation marked, and a piece of
‘ choice music. In quantities of five and over,

post free, 6 cents each per year.

THE BEREAN LEA¥

| will contain all the lesson notes of the quarter,
| butit has not space for the opening and closing
exercises, nor the descripiive index. Price,

o \ #5.50 per 100, post free.

\

PLEASANT HOURS

was never so popular as Huring the past year.
We are determined that the next year it shall
be better still.  While retaining the same gen-
eral features, it will introduce marked improve-
ments of illustration and context. It will, as
1 heretofore, give special prominence to Christian
I missions —especially those of our own Church—
| to temp and Canadi and patriotic
’ topics. It is a quarto eight-page paper, issued
/ every fortnight, at the following low prices :—
PreAsaNT Hougs, 8pp. 4to., every fortnight,
. single copies, 30 cents ; less than twenty copies,

25 centis ; over twenty copies, 22 cents,

HOME AND SCHOOL

will be of the same general character as
PLeasant Hougs, but of a somewhat superior
3 grade, with more copious lesson notes and more
| varied home reading. These papers are, for
. size, and price, and excellence, the cheapest in
1 | the world. We challenge comparison. They
| are even ordered from th~ ‘Inited States and
| Australia, as superior to « ng that can be
produced for the price in tuose countries.
Issued on alternate Saturdays, they furnish a
paper for every Sunday in the year. They both
r abound in choice pictures, poems, stories, and
1 ketches, in temyp and y senti-
)| ment, in loyalty to Queen and country ; and
both have copious lesson notes. Many schools
circulate these papers instead of library books
> —finding them fresher, brighter, more attrac-

L, tive, and much cheaper,

t
t
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single copies, 30 cents ; less than twenty copies,
25 cents ; over twenty copies, 22 cents.

/N
gives review questions, responsive reulings.\\
hymns, ete. Very popular. By the year, 24]
cents a dozen ; §2.00 per 100; per quarter, 6 |
cents a dozen ; 50 cents per 100. [

The above rates are all post paid, Specimens,
will be sent free to any address.  Send orders
early, that we may promptly meet the increaged
demand.  Schools sending new orders for the
year now will yeeeive the numbers for the rest of
the year gratis, including the special Christ
and New Yeav's nambers,

Home Axp Scroow, 8 pp. 4to,, every fonnlgh;) 6

TAE QUARTERLY REVIEW SERVICE

GRADED LESSONS,

N

Schools desiring graded lessons will find them
in these papers. The simplest of all for the)
primary classes in the Suxpeam, f

For the great intermediate mass of scholars,/ /J
the lessons in PrLeasant Hours will be hoat.>
suited.

For the advanced classes, the very full lesson R
notes in the [feas-amwn-Semronn will be found in
every way adapted. N

Address, Rev. Win. Briggs, 78 and 80 King
Street East, Toronto; C. W. Coates, 3 Bleury
Street, Montreal ; Re @ F. Huestis, Halifax,
N. 8.

il N
W mentioned som¢ time since that the Rev.

A. Andrews was cafled to Winnipeg by the

illness of his son. We are glad to know that *

the son is better, but we regret to learn that

Bro. Andrews is now quite ill, though his

li hus not yet 1 the typhoid form.

As it is, however, he will not be able to take

his appointments for some weeks to come, and

must therefore cuncel all engagements made

before he left Ontarjo. An artigle by Bro.

Andrews is unavoidably crowded out of this

number.

W,

Tux Ontario Sunday\School Association held
its annual convention during the lovely October
weather, at Stratford] Ont. The attendance
was very large and the proceedings were of
more than usual intérest, but we regret that

our space will not allow a full report. We re-
gret, too, that the Rev. John McEwen, the
indefatigable and suc¢essful agent of the Asso-
ciation, should feel called to resign the position
which he has filled with such efficiency. He
bears with him, intb the pastorate which he

now resumes, the wishes of all who know
his work of faith and\labor of love,
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Report of retary of S.S. ard. | cause for con tulation that the Methodist
P of Snerelury & 588 Church is in 5:: forefront of this temporance

. ol itation. And Methodist schools &re not &
Tne operstions ?f the Sunday-school Board | whit behind in the deep interest manifested in
of the Methodist Church during the past year | this great reform. Our statistical tables present
exhibit a very ratifying increase in extent and | a record of 34,107 who, during the year, have
usefulness. The income of the S““d‘)"wh""l taken the pledge against the twin evils liquor
Aid and Extension Fund has been derably | and toh his number added to those pre-
larger than that of any previous year. 'I:he viously recorded makes a great army of ple&&ed
Fund has, therefore, been enabled to I"“'LW“h abstainers who in a very few years will exert a
ts of books and papers a larger of | strong infl in public and private life—at
schools than ever before, and to promote | the polls and in the homes—against the national
to a greater extent the establishment of schools | evil and crime, the liquor traffic.
in destitute neighbourhoodlh where none pre- The magnitude of the Sunday-school opera-
viously existed. The _ollections in the schools | tions of our Church, and the depth o the
in behalf of this Fund are taken up much more | interest felt in those operations, is shown b the
uniformly than heretofore, although there | fact that during the year §73,503 have been
are still a of iits and ¢ expended iu the mai of those school
schools that neglect the Disciplinary require- | This is in addition to the amounts raised by
ment in this respect. On some circuits, too, the | the schools for missions and for the Sunday
amount collected is very meagre—as low a8 | schoel Aid and Extension Fund,
twenty-five cents—while the large number re- MISSIONS.
turning the round sums of one dollar or two . .
dollars, seems to indicate that these sums are For missions the amount returned is $15,905.
a suostitute for collections in the schools. Never- But this is very inadequetely distributed. The
theless, the increase in income is very gratifying, Montreal Conference raises 3,748, ch.thM %:'

i 1 i P : treal District alone raising $3,375.
being §1,623.61 as against $1,270 of the previous | T C0  erence raised $3,635, aad Toronto

District $1,946. These two Conferences thus
raise $9,383, and all the other Conferences only
$6,622. This shows what may be done by

year.
The number of grants to poor schools was to
208, reaching the amount of §1,872, as against

$1,005 of the previous year. The amount of i AOWR "
corresp lence in tion with this work has :{;:;;;lghgm{nl?t;g:- The wtes aeaes)
n very great, reaching nearly 600 glanncs and Extension Fund is $01,058, an average of

ications. Sch )} i -

:::‘:::dc:ol;:;' itF P?'l:i; e‘: ﬁ:‘g.ft%';:lgd;r;::d over forty-four cents each for the whole number
the g&n;ﬁi"s t:‘iem_ In this wa, t‘llme schools of officers, teachers, and scholars.

assis ve during the year pai 511.81, as IBRARIES.

n;t "17“8,‘?)3 'ha previous year. Withkuch The work ncco:i:l?:hed by our schools in
school receiving aid a se rate account is kept, g . :
Sl v o s et e | spplin et M it o 0
th'orh;r:dn:l P': . 'l‘"’l:g' l‘"l"""“’ ‘“;‘ mailin R.eople is often overlo:ﬁ(ed or underestimated.

raaginid edules, circulars, and | TThe number of books in the libraries is reported
reports, and for "K“" charges and postage on | ¢ 953,135, In many cases these are almost
g(&l;'ﬁon: of s“'l‘ 'y'”l:ﬁ’ll l(ilbrgrieg.‘ A:"“} the oniy books accessible in families and com-

1tbra ﬁ:: :11:.:1.:! hﬁ:o(;hmhwen?wez.'gcn:: munities where the schools exist.
¢J '] .

itously distributed during the year. For these PERIODICALS.

there are always several nﬂ;\iutlom, and | In addition to these is the ever-increasing cir-
schools replenishing their libraries can do much | €¢ lation of our Sund hool periodicals. That
good by sending the undersigned their old ones. ;Igl‘glg&t’ion has mcfneqdm X regate of over
. copies, or. considerably over one copy
o S o e Do e

e number of schools 1n e seven western s over oU,0U0U, e8
Confererces is 2,495, with 22,002 officers and r year—over 188.000 during ever{' working
180,712 scholars.  As the past year is the fiest | day, or 10,000 per ho.c. The mora influence
of the organization of the uni ted Methodist | Of this amount of directly religious teaching
Church, it is impossible to institute any com- pouring forth in & ceaseless stream from the
parison with the returns of previous year. press, and being diligently taught to the rising

The most gratifying feature of all in.con- generation, is simply lpcnlcullble. Only the
nection with our schools is, that the truths G.reat,l)u shall reveal it. The kind co-opera-
taught therein prove, in thousands of instances, | tion of the brethren, both clerical and lay, is
« the power of God unto salvation.” The num- carnestly asked to place the Pe"io‘“"“" of the
ber of conversions of scholars reported is, Methodist Church in all Methodist schools. In
12,418, To God be all the praise. Of the order to meet a felt want an additional Sunday-
scholars, 27,588 are reported as meeting in class. "'R‘l"’} paper, "-0 "‘;;‘“‘:'ﬁ ri&l)‘ The Sunbeam,

will be issued. Neither labour nor expense
TEMPERANCE. y shall be spared in making them the wf, the

The important subject of temperance is more ‘most attractive, and the ch t lesson helpe

and more attracting public ti Tt is | and Sunday-school papers in the world.
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THF CATECHISM,

It is gratifying to find that increased attention
is being given to the study of that admirable
compendium of Christian doctrine, the Metho-
dist Catechism. Although the returns in this
respect are not complete, in eight of the Con-
ferences 33,486 children and youth are reported
as studying the Catechi Superi lents and
teachers are earnestly urged to do all they can
to promote, as much as in their power, the study
of those Christian doctrines that make wise
unto salvation, These Catechism lessons find a
place in all our Sunday-school Lesson papers,
and circulate to the extent of over 200,000
copies every Lord’s-day.

oo A" FOUNDING NEW SCHOOLS,

It is safe to say, that never in the history of
Methodism in this land has the founding of new
Sunday-schools been so actively and successfully

rosecuted as during the past year. The
brethren on remote circuits and in destitute
neighbourhoods among the fishing villages of
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia —amid the pine
forests of the St. John and the Ottawa ; in the
wilds of Muskoka ; upon the prairies of Mani-
toba and the far West ; and among the mining
settlements of British Columbia —have been
diligent in planting these nurseries of piety and
nnc?ei of future Churches. In this work they
have been greatly helped by the Sunday-school
Aid and Extension Fund. There is no way in
which its aid can be so profitably employed.
Many schools established by its assistance soon
become self-supporting, and in turn contribute
to the planting of new schools, in still newer
neighbourhoods.  Brethren are urged to freely
seek its aid, and such aid, to the limit of its
ability, will be freely given.

Notwithstanding the growth of our Sunday-
schools, there 7 e a very large number of ap-
pointments in connection with which no Sunday-
schools are yet organi In some cases there

Is o

A missionary in British Columbia writes :
“You will perhaps think that we are asking a
reat deal from the Sunduy-school Aid Fund,
e we could not start or keep these small
schools going without this aid always start
a Sunday-school whenever I can get a teacher
and a dozen scholars. In this countr{ there
are a great many of the older people who care
nothing for religion. By the Sunday-school we
reach &e children, and through the children we
reach the parents. Such papers as the Pleasant
Hours or Home and School carry the truth into
homes otherwise inaccessible. 1 have seen
many Sunday-school papers, but none equal to
our own,"” .

Another brother writes: * You did us great
service here this year by making us a grant of
papers, etc. We {ml about fifty conversions in
the school. The school more than doubled
during the year. Now as the i]wople are poor,
you will confer a great boon if you can con-
tinue the same number of papers, etc., next
year, Please consider our case and help us.”

A missi in Newfoundland, sending £9.50
from his wl\o{lra, says: ‘‘It would be a great
kindness if you wcald continue the grant for
another year. I can assure you the papers are
greatly appreciated, and eagerly sought after,
not only by our own people, but by others of
other Churches. If you will kindly continue
the grant I will be responsible for the like
amount during another year.”

Another y in Newfoundland writes:
““It will interest you to know that the scholars
make a collection of dried fish to pay for the
papers.”

Another in New Brunswick says: ‘The

ople are \'erx poor, and the xlinionuy
B:clety is truly doing important work for God
in this and other outlying places. I am sure
our Sunday-school papers are doing no small
work for Methodism and Christianity within
the bounds of this Conference,”

are union schools, where no sch P
d inations can be maintained. But where
there are no such schools the assistance of the

inist s urgently solicited, that in every
place where there is Methodist preaching there
may also be a Methodist Sunday-school. It is
in helping this work that the Sunday-school
Aid and Extension Fund has been most useful
in the past, and may be expected to be increas-
ingly useful in the future. If brethren will only
organize, in every place where even a handful
of children can be gathered, a school under
Methodist management, the Society will grant
liberal aid in the way of Sunday-school papers
and lesson helps.

(Signed) W. H. Witnrow,

Seeretary of S. S. Board,

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS,

The following extracts from a few out of
many hundreds of letters received by the Sec-
retary of the Board, will show the large amount
of good that is being done by these grants to
poor schools, and the thankful appreciation
with which they are received.

A missionary in Labrador writes : *‘ During
the winter a considerable number of Sunday-
school papers have been distributed in the
homes of this people. The children have been
encouraged to learn the lessons, and by the help
of the parents I have had the pleasure of seein
the boys and girls, in many instances, go throug
the questions at the end of the lessons with re-
markable correctness. The people during the
long winter evenings need something to read,
lmf if your readers could only have seen the
delight manifested when the papers were being
handed round the ‘tills’ by your missionary
they would never forget it. We have no
schools nor churches as yet, and as the work is
from house to house, it is of vast importance
that our periodicals, etc., be freely circulated.”

A missionary near the Rocky Mountains,
who had just started three new schools—one of
them forty miles away—writes thus: ‘“If the
people were able to furnish the schools with
papers, etc., I would be the last one to call on
the Sunday-school Fund to aid us, but they are
not. I find the other Churches are doing all
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they can to catch the
hard labour and help
Ontario, I think, we can

A missi in British Col
Sundny-whoo{p. rs, says : **1find that about
half the people visit never come to church,
nor read any religious literature from one year
to another.”

3] :;hliom];y hon h{m Nlr{ui:g wmu‘;
“@Gladly would the e or the papers
they were able. =" p‘dam ru‘:l:_t.ham
with much interest ; has children attending the
school. We have a preaching station two miles
from the village—only & handful, yet we have
gathered forty children into the school.”

« Since opening the school,” writes another,
¢ our congregation has doubled.”

oun, le ; but by
romzo?x:o rethren in
hold our own.”

bia, writing for

SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER

Opening and Closing Services for
Fourth Quarter of 1886.

OPENING SERVICE.

11’ The Do

. The Doxology.
1L vl:gnhncu.

Supt. This is the day which the Lord hath
made ; we will nmee and be glad in it.

School. I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lord. Blessed
is the man whom Thou choosest, and causest to
approach unto Thee, +hat he may dwell in Thy
courts: we shall be sotisfied wi the goodness
of Thy house, even of Thy holy temple.
All, Blessed are they that dwel in Thy

house: they will be still praising Thee.
Supt. The fear of the Lord is the beginning
1s on the | of wisdom : & A ding have all they

« A year ago we had but two h
circuit, now we have five.”

“The papers are doing immense service here,
getting into homes where High Church doctrines
are sent in tract form. ou will find much
fruit come of it.”

« My wife has started a class in the parson-
age—began with seven, now has twenty. We
are not able to pay for papers. 1 believe it is
yo}\:r lculmm to help weak and struggling
schools.”

This is the sort of work that this Fund is
doing. We believe that seldom is so much good
done with o small an amount of money, and
without any cost for the administration of the
Fund beyond a trifling amount for postage and
the like, within a \';? small fraction of all
the money contributed by the schools bein%
given diroct.l{ to E:or schools in the form o
Sunday-school books and papers. We are sure
that this Fund will emnmange itself heartily to
every school in the land and will receive its
hearty support and co-operation.

e A—

Literary Review.

Littell's Living Age. The numbers of the
Living Age for the weeks ending Oct. 24th and
31st contain The Parsees, Westminster Remew ;
Anthrcépol . b{‘ Francis Galton, F.R.S,, Na-
ture ; Crossing the Atlantic, Spectator ; Face
Memory, Spectator ; The Uniformity of Nature,
Nineteenth Century ; '‘he Year 1785, a Retro-
spect, Temple Bar ; Havana,

from a Tourist’s

ote- Book, Temple Bar ; Toledo, Irish Monthlv ;
with instalments of *“ A House Divided Again.t
Itsalf,” by Mrs. Oliphant, «Mrs. Dymond,” by
Mrs.  (Thackeray) Ritchie, and * Fortune's
Wheel,” and choice poetry and miscellany, and
other articles. For fifty-two numbers of sixty-
four large pages each (or more than 3,300 pages
a year) the subscription prico ($8) is low.  For
§0 the Methodist Magazine and the Living Age

that do his commandments.

School. Make me to understand the way of
Thy kgroeeptl: so shall I talk of Thy wondrous
worl

IV. Singing.
V. Prayer.
LESSON SERVICE.

1. Class Study of the Lesson.
11. Singing Lesson Hymn.

II1. Recitation of the Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the
School in concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson, by
Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

V1. Announcements (especiall of the Church
service and week-evening prayer-meet-
ing).

CLOSING SERVICE.

1. Singing.
1L Relsponlive Sentences.

Supt. Stand thou still awhile that I may show
thee the Word of God.

School. What doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God. Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Supt. Now unto Him that is able to keep you
from falling, and to present you faultless before
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.

All. To the only wise God our Saviour, be
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both
now and forever. Amen.

111, Dismission.

THE APOSTLES' CREED.

1 believe in God the Father Almlght{, Maker
of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His
only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, sul fered
under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day he rose from the dead ;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from

will be sent post free. Address, Rev. William
Briggs, Toronto.

Elhence he shall come to judge the quick and the
e
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(toneral Conference Sunday-School Aid and Extension Fund.

ANALYSIS OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDING AUGUST, 1885,

RECEIPTS.

Casu Dr.
RECEIPTS ¥ROM THE SEVERAL CONFERENCES,

|
Toronto. London. Montreal Vlmanuelph Bay of N. S N..B. Nfid.  Man,

Total.
uinte.

$380 56 $176 12 $154 1i2‘$l96 00 $186 00 $183 00 $92 43 8115 31 $92 90 $46 67 $1623 61
397 33

‘ *30 95 428 28

The following sums have been received from Sabbath-schools direct, toward grants, and
re not included in the amounts contributed by the Conferences :—

132 41 156756 4290 5255 2200 16 50 59 04 10571 44 00 20 95 511 81

$512 97 $580 20 $197 52 $248 55 $208 00 $199 50 $151 47 $221 028136 90 $98 57 $2563 70

1884. Aug. To balance on hand
To accrued Interest

$3153 05
1885. Aug. To balance

...................................................... $920 79
EXPENDITURE.
ConTrA Cr.
(.mw« OF B(mm AND PERIODICALS TO THE (‘nunuv'«‘l-‘*
London. Mmmcal‘Niu sara Guelph. Bayof N.8. N.B. Nfid. Man. Total

Quinte,

$496 42 $117 20 $211 71 $49 36 $99 94 $49 17 $161 15 $344 50 $201 38 §141 41 $1872 24

1884, Dec. 22. By Rev. A. Audrews, grant to Guelph Conference
August. ¢ Travelling I‘.xpem« s—attending Committee meeting at St. Law-
rence Camp-ground

By Travelling Expenses— Dr. Withrow, attending Annual Conferences 11 5
« Petties, postage, teluyums, ete. ete :
« Freight on books ....

1885, June.

3 20
# Printing and ‘\tatlunery 63 75
# Second-hand books puruhuuenl 978
* Binding AT S e 3 04
 Balance ..

920 79
*For 1884, $3153 95
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INTERNATIONAL

FOURTH QUARTER: THREE MONTHS' STUDIES IN THE KINGS AND PROPHETS.
LESSON X. THE SINFUL NATION. (Dee. 6.

B. C.710.]
Isa. 1. 118, [ Commil tomemory verses 16-18.]

1 The vision of I-sa/iah the son of
A’moz, which he saw concerning
Ju’dah and Je-ru’sa lem, in the duys
of Uz-zifah, Jo’tham, A'bnz, and
Hez’e-ki'ah, kings of Ju’dah.

2 Hear, O heavens, und give ear,
O “arth: for the Lorb hath xpoken:
sve nourished and brought up

\ldren, and they rebelled ngainst

ne.

8 The ox kn th his owner, aud the ass his mas-
ter's erib: b’ ¢l doth not know, my people doth
not consider

4 Ah sin .ation, a people laden with iniquity, a

geed of eviidoers, children that ure corrupters: they
have forsaken the Lorp, they have provoked the Holy
One of Is’ra el unto anger, they are gone away back-

ward,

5 Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt
more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole
heart faint.

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is
no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putre-
fying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound
up, neither moll fled with ointment.

7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned
with fire: your land, strungers devour it in your pres-
ence, and i¢ is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.

8 }‘nd the daughter of Zi'on i8 left as a cottage ina

General

The prophet Tsaiah lived during & period of many
changes in the kingdom of Judah. In the year that
King Uzziah died he was called to his prophetic mis-
sion through a wondrous vision of the Most Tigh in the
temple, when his lips were touched with a live coal
from the altar; and he stood as the recognized inter-
gnwr of God's will through the quiet reign of

otham, the dark days of Ahaz, the bright but brief
period of Hezekiah, and for a little while in the black
night of Manasseh’s rule. Those were times in which
the lines of party were sharply drawn, between those
‘who favored the protection of Assyria on the one side,
those who looked to Exypt on the other, and the faith-
ful few who trusted in the Lord God of Israel ulone, and
held aloof from worldly entanglements on all sides. or
this element in the national life Isainh was the natural
head; for he lived in closer fellowship with God than
any other of the ancient seers. He penetrated more
deeply into the maze of politics, could see more clearly

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Verse 1. The vision of Isaiah, The prophet was &
seer, whose eyes were enlightened to see spir tual reali-
ties invisible to other men; hence his writings are
l?ﬂklll of as_a vision. h, His name means
+ galvation is from Jehovah," and it expresses the key-
note of his ministry, which was to proclaim not As-

syria, nor Egypt, nor Babylon, the defender of Juduh, '

but their God himself as their strength. Son of Amoz,
Nothing is known concerning Amoz. That he was the

phet Amos, or that he was a brother of King Ama-
ziah, ure hoth mere traditions withont authority. Cone
cerning Judah and Jerusalem, The enrlier portion
of Isaiah's ministry was during the years of Isrnel’s
everthrow: but it is scarcel, mentioned in his prophecy.
As Israel declined he saw Judah more and more called
1o take its place as the Lord's people: and throughout

this book the name Israel mainly refers to Judah, In |

the days. He began his public labors in the last year
of Uzzinh (Isa. 6. 1), and was probably put to death
early in the reign of Manasseh: so that hig labors Insted
lhrougjl sixty years. tham was almost colorless as
P acter, not pr 1on eitherside; Ahaz
was one of the worst and basest. ns Hezekiah, his son,
was the best, of the kings, and Ma sseh followed his
gnmdfnlher rather than his father: <o that Isainh stood at
is post through varied times. (1) He who lives in com-
munion with God is not moved by the conduct of men.

2. Hear, O heavens. As if turning from men who
will not hear, he ealls upon the heavens and the earth
to bear witness to his message. I have nourished.

BIBLE LESSONS.

| vineyard, ns i lodge in & garden of cucumbers, as u be-
sieged city.

9 Except the Lorp of hosts had left unto us a very
smull remnunt, we should have been as Sod’om, and we
should have been like unto Go-mor‘rah.

10 Hear the ward of the Lo, ye rulers of Sod’om;
give ear unto the law of our God,ye people of Go-mor/ral:

11 To what puspose is the multitude of your sactifices
anto me? saith the Lokp: I am full of the burnt-
offerings of rams, and the fut of fed beasts; und I delight
not in the blood of iullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.,

12 When ye come to uppear before me, who hath re-
quired this at your hund, to tread my courts?

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abom-
fnation unto e ; the new moons and sabbuths, the
calling of assemblies, 1 cannot uway with; it is iniquity,
even the solemn meeting.

14 Your new moons und your appointed feasts my
soul hateth: they are & trouble unto me; 1 am weary to
beur them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, T will hide
mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make many prayers,
1 will not hear* your hands are ull of blood.

16 Wagh you, make you clean; put away the evil of
your doings from before mine eyes: cease to do evil;

17 Learn to do well; xeek judgment, velieve the op-
pressed, judge the futherless, plead for the widow.

18 Come now, und let us reason together, saith the
Lowrp: thongh your sins be as scarlet, they shull be as
white as snow: though they be red like crimson, they
shall be us wool.

statement
than any other eye the approaching downfall of As-
syria, the_ rising ¢ oud of Chuldea, and the utter impo-
tence of Egypt. He saw withax deep an insight the true
condition of Judah, the formalism of its worship,
worldliness of its leaders, the rottenness of its morals,
This insight gave u tone of severity to his ntterunces
concerning the time and the reople; for he felt it to be
his duty to rebuke the iniquity of his nation, to shuke
over them the swgrd of the law, in order that he might
oint them to the mercy of the Lord. But his highest
nspiration wus directed toward the future. He saw
out of the fall of Samaria and Jerusalem a true Israel
rising, like shoots from the root of a tree hewn down,
destined to spread its green shade over all the earth.
He saw far down the future the Messiah approaching,
with kingship on his brow, and the cross looming up
above him. He saw, what other eyes even of prop) ots
fuiled to see, the Redeemer, dying for the sins of the
whole world.

! The relation between God and Israel (including in Tsrael
| Judah) is sometimes referred to by the prorlmu as that

between a futher und a child, at other times that between
« husband and a wife. They have rebelled. Their re-
bellion was not merely &in in general, but in a special
sense o violation of the covenant with 3

3. 'The ox knoweth. The conduct of the Jews is
| held in contrast with that of dumb beasts without in-

telligence, who nevertheless show a regard for those
| who care for them. Israel doth not know. Those
| who by their origin were the people of God utterly dis-

vegarded him who had chosen and eared for them.
| Doth not consider. They show the utmost folly in not
thinking of their relation and their duty. (2)
drunkard or_evil-doer fully considers his crime and its
consequences P

4. Ah sinful nation. In this verse the conduct of
Israel is presented under seven aspects, the first of
which is its moral state, as #in: next in the words
Iaden with integrity, as hnnleneﬁ with a load of guilt.
of evil doers.” A generation descended not from
{ hnlr utapparently from wicked progenitors.

Children are corrupters, Rev, Ver., ** that
| corrupt themselves,” by birth the children of God, but
| in conduet self destroying. The other clauses repre-
| cent sinners as renouncing their high privilegesin God's

service; a8 in consequence arousing the divine wrath:
| and as turning their backs nlmn God and their faces and
| Teet downward toward evil. () oy picture of the
| sinner only draws his lineaments in darker lines.
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5. Why should ye be stricken ! From this verse to
the ninth the evil results of sin upon the nation are
shown, The Rev. Ver. reads this clause, ** Why will ye
still be stricken, that ye revolt more and more ¥ That
is, why do you revolt from God more and more, while

ou are 8o scowrged for your disobedience! The whole
ill‘l‘ s wiek.  ‘I'he nution is spoken of as un individual,
Just as we say *the body politie ; " and all through its
members ure the ravages wrought by sin,  The nation
is made up of individuuls who show its traits and share
in its trials,

6. There Is no soundness in it, Every class of
people were corrupt in the prophet’s duy, und the ex-
ceplions were 80 few that in this brief summary taey are
not noticed. Afterward, in chapter 6, 13, he begins to
ebserve *‘the loly seed,” the true hope of Isrnel.
Putrelying sores, Rev, Ver, * festering sores.”” Not
been closed. The evil results of sin are apparent to
all, and there is no attempt to conceal them. (4) So
now, ev vy drunkard and debauchee bears on his face the
brand o' his shame.

7. Your country is desolate, We have records of
several invasions in Judah during the reigns of Uzziah
and Amaziah, and the Assyrian monu ts hint at
more. There is no doubt that the low| s and the
foot-hills were the scene of almost const raids of
Egyptiang, Philistines, Syrians, and Moabites, and were
marched over by countless hosts, Cities are burned,
Ancient wars were fur more destructive than modern;
cities were attacked without wurning, the old were
rutnlessly slaughtered, the young were carried away as
slu\'eﬂaund all proporty that could not be removed waus
burned.

8. The daughter of Zion. This refers to Jerusa-
lew, which stood alone in the desolation, as yet un-
taken, an incidental |iruof thut this book was written
before the captivity. Is left as a cottage [Rew, Ver,
a booth] in a vineyard. The cu'munl stood forth amid
the waste, looking like one of those temporary build-
ings put up in the vineyurd or the garden during the
gathering season, and then left in loneliness. Aw a be«
sleged city. The ruins all around it made it appear
like a city surrounded with hostile camps.

9. Except the Lord of hosts. The prophet would
have his people know that though the destruction eame
through enemies, it was wronght under the Lord's will,
and for his purpose of discipline; and also that through-
out God was caring for his own true Israel by presery-
ing & part of the people. A very small remnant,
This was the * ho'y seed,” the faithful few who were
to keep the torch of true religien burning, and in time
become the restorers of Isrnel, We should have been
as Bodom. Sodom and Gomorrah, the guilty cities of
the plain, probably located just north of the Dead Soa,
destroyed utterly for their sins, Gen, 19. Like them
in #in was Jerusalem, and but for God's mercy and ** the
remnant "' it would have heen like them in its fate,
5) Let us make sure that we belong fo this remnant of
grace,

10. Hear the word of the Lord. Thus far has been
the declaration of woe, now comes the exhortation.
Ye rulers of Sodom. Jerusalem fi& compared to
Sodom. becunse srlde. fleshly lusts, and cruelty were its
sins, Ezek. 16.49. The prophet will now show them
that they were guilty, though the forms of religion were
ebserved among them.

11. To what purpose, They might declare them-
selves dutiful toward God, becunse the daily sacrifice
was offered in the temple, and the regular holy-dnys

|were observed. Just so now, many consider ours a
| Christiun country because it has many churches, where-
| in the services of religion are rendered. The' multi-
| tude of your sacrifices. There was u daily offering
[ twice in the temple, and special sacrifices on various
occasions of the monthly and yearly festivals. Burnt
offerings.  These were sucrifices entively burned upon
the altar, expressive of entire consecration to God,
These Jews offered the sacrifice, but fuiled to give
what it represented, themselves, an offering of far
more consequence. light not in the blood. The
mere offering was not at God desired; but he did de-
sire the hearts of the worshipers, and these they fuiled
to give, (6) God seeks still the service ¢f' the heart rather
| than of the lips in his house.

| 12, When ye come to appear. They came into his

courts, but it was not to worship with reverence, it was
to tread them, or, as the Rev. Ver. reads, ** to trample **
them. They had no more consciousness of the sacred-
uiess of the place, and no mere spirit of prayer, than the
beusts which they led over the marble floor,

13. Bring nomore vain oblatious. The * oblation
is the ment-offering (Rev. Ver., meal-offering), a sacri-
fice of vegetuble food, expressing thanksgiving to God.
It was vain, because given in a heartless, perfunctor;
manner, Incense is an abomination, That is, suc
incense s they lnid on the aitar, without true prayer.

e new moons.  The Israelite month began with
each new moon, and its flrst day was kept with re-
ligious service. The calling of assemblies, The
solemrities at which the people were called to meet
the feast of tabernacles and of Pentec st. | ca
away with, The Rev. Ver. changes this to ** I cannot
““n{ with iniquity and the solemn meeting.” 1In other
[ words, * Iniquitous lives and solemn services, I eannot
| endure them together!™ () Qur Sundays and our

Mondays must be kept in harmony, if God is to accept

either of them. We cannot cheat on one day and come
:»lerolw God on another, und find favor with the Most
igh.

14, 15, Appointed feasts. The set times for wor-
ship, whether on Subbath, the opening of the month,
or through the year. soul hateth. God is dis
pirased with the outward form when there is no heart-
worship. hen ye spread forth your hands, The
Jews in their public worsh l rayed either standing or
kneeling upright, with their hands held upward and
the palme extended. You s are full of blood.
This was the reason why God would not hear them
pray, because he saw on their hands the blood of their
crimes. 8o Lady Macbeth in dreams saw her white
hands blood-red.

16, 17. Wash you. There two verses state the
duties for Ierael and Judah; how they ean muke their
rrnyeru availing and their sacrifices ncceptable; by u
rue \ A e not of but of
action, turning from sin to righteousness, Seek judg-
ment, That is, do justice, not only to self, but to
others.

18, Come, now. The last verse of the lesson pre-
sents God's gracious promise of forgiveness and cleans-
ng. Let us reason together. Let us meet and con-
fer together. God will declare what he is willing to do.
Though your sius be as scarlet. He had just
spoken of their hands as full of blood; but red as they
are, they can be cleanced. White as snow, What
power but God's can take away transform a

It
sinner into a saint ¢ As wool, \!‘hlle wool, pure after
washing, is here referred to.

HOME READINGS,
M. The sinful nation. Tsa, 1. 1-18,
T'u. Seed of evil doers. Tsa. 57.3-12.
W, An unheeding people
Th. Unsound in all parts,
F. Vain teaching. Matt, 15,
All people sinful.  Gal. 3, 12-22
. The duty of all men. 1 Pet. 8. 8-22, .

GOLDEN TEXT.
Cease to 20 evil ; learn to do wi

L Isa. 1.16, 17,

LESSON HYMNS,
No, 248, Dominfon Hymnal.

Dominton Mymnai,
8ing them over n to me,
onderful words of Life.
No. 256, Dominion Hymnal,

He leadeth me ! oh ! blessed thought,
Oh ! words with heavenly comfort fraughts

TIME.—Perhaps about B, C. 740, or twenty-seven
years earlier than the date of the last lesson.

PLACE.—The land of Judah,

O happy is the child who hears
lmnﬁnn'- warning voice !

RULERS.—Ahaz, twellth King of Judah; Pekah,
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eighteenth King of Israel; Tiglath-pilezer, King of
Assyria; Nabonnusar, King of Babylon.

DOCTRINAL SuauEsTioN.—God's mercy to sinners.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDEN'

1. A Sinful Nation, v. 1-4.
‘What was Isaiah's exclamution over Judah's wicked-
ness ?
Of what sin was it specinlly guilty ¥
How did the beasts uppear wiser
Did Judah know, or were they simply heedless ¥
2. A Desolate Land, v. 5-9.
hat made their case hopeless ¥
What striking figure is used to show ity
What cure only is effective for sin ¥
What picture of desolation ix given ?
What was the saving remnant ¥
3. A Divine Aprﬂll, v. 10-15.
Why was Judah likened to Sodom and Gomorrah ¥
Of what avail were their sacrifices ¥
Why were they unncceptable ?
4. A Divine Promise, v. 16-18.
What cleansing was required ¥
What reformation was called for ¥
What promise was 1 e, and on what condition ¥

Practieal Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That sin is a vile disea

2. That formal worship is pleasing to God?
3. That God saves to the uttermost the repentant ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. A Sinful Nation, v. 1-4.
In whose reigns did Isainh prophesy ?
Against what jon is the prophecy uttered ¥
To what ure the people compared ¥
t sin are they charged ¥
Is excel them in gratitude ?
iption is given of their backsliding ?
5-9.
nees of moral disense are given ¥
rities have fallen upon the land ¥
To wha Jerusalem likened ¥
What has saved the land from destruction ¥
Divine Appeal, v. 10-15.
\inst what does the Lord protest ¥
What sacrifices have been displeasing to him ¥
Why ¥ Prov. 15. 8.
How does he regard their prayers ¥
4. A Divine Promise, v. 16-18.
Whit cleansing is requirved ¥ Jer. 4. 14,
What is to be abandoned ¥
What duties are to be done ?
What invitation is extended #
What promise of cleansing is given ?
On what condition is pardon to be obtained ? Psa.
5.

Teachings of the Lesson.

Where in this lesson do we learn—1 That worship |

withont obedience is offensive to God ¥ 2. That true r
pentance demands an altered life ¥ 3. Thut divine for-
giveness is full and complete ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

w

three kings before him ¥

What prophecy opens the book of Tsaiah * The one
which shows the sad state of the people who had
left God.

Upon whom does he call to list;
All the creatures God had m
earth,

What had this people whom God had nourished and
vrought up done ¥ They had refused to obey him.

What does he say of the ox and the ass? The ox
knows his master, and the ass his crib,

How was it with this xmph- ¥ They did not know
the God who had cared for

What suffering had sin br
wn' ‘ke a man covered wit
he - 1o foot.

What was the condition of their country, cities, and
fruits eir country was desolate, v pitles
burned, and their frult devoured by strangers

to this prophecy ¥
de in heaven and

ht upon theirland # It
disease and wore from
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at prophet lived in the d"{-s of Hezekiah and the |
¢ sainh, 1

| What were they like ¢ A deserted tower ina vine.
ya

rd.
Had God no pleasure in their sacrifices ¥ No: he
hated them, for their hearts were full of wicked.

enn,

| Why would he not hear their prayer ¥ He said their
hands were full of blood.

l What did Isaiah plead with them to do? Cleanse
their hearts from all evil and wickedness,

| With clean hearts what were they to do? Those
things that were right in God's sight, [Repeat the

‘ Gow BN TexT.]

| What does God mean when he says, * Though your

sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow," etc.?

|

That if we honestly and truly repeat, and come (o

‘ him through Christ, he will torgive,

{

Words with Little People.

| Just being sorry and crying about our sins is not trne
| repentance. We must be so truly sorry that we will
| hate sin, and want to leave it off.” When we bring our
| sinful hearts to Jesus, feeling this way, he will tuke

them and wash them in every part, tuke every stain

away, and make them new and white. A new, clean
| heart is worth more than any thing else on earth. You
| know how easily your white garments are soiled, how
| careful you have to be of them, how often they must
| be wushed, Jesus knew that little, clean hearts would

not stay without his help, and so he has promised to
| help you every day to keep them white, and to wash
| them whenever they are soiled.

‘
l THE LESSON CATECHISM.
i [For the entire school.]

| 1. What does the Lord say concerning the children he
| had mourished and brought up ¥ +Tuey have re.
belled against o
2. What does he say of Israel ¥ * A people laden
with iniguity.”
| 3. What should we cease to do? * Cease to do
| evil
|

What should we learn to do? * Learn to do

| well,
5. What does the Lord say of our sins though they be
as scarlet ¢ ** They shall be as white as snow.”

CATECHISM QUESTION,
|
| 42. Are baptized infants partakers of these privileges?
They have the outward advantages of the Christian
Church, and all the spiritual blessings of the covenant
| are assured to them for the future when they shall com-
| ply with the terms of the Gospel,

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
{ The Sinful People.
| 1. AN Uncratervr PEOPLE.
Brought up children. .. rebelled. V. 3
1 am a father to Tsruel." Jer. 31.9
“Do ye thus requite the Lord ¢ Deut, 32. 6.
| TI. A SexsrLess ProPLE.
| Ox knoweth ... Ierael doth not. v. 3.
| “They regard not the work of the Lord," Tsa, 5. 12
“Not given yon a heart to perceive.” Deut.20. 4.
111, A Wickep ProPLE.
| A people laden with iniquity. v. 4.
| “A disobedient and gainsaying people,”” Rom.
10.21.
« Bstranged from the womb." Psa. 58. 9.
IV. A BaoksuipiNg PropiE.
They are gone away backward. v. 4.
“7Thou hast left thy first love.” Rev
“ Let them not turn again to folly.’
V. A Diseasep PropPLE.
Whole head 18 gick. ... heart faint. v
& “Thy bruise ie incurable.” Jer. 30. 1

8.4

“The health of the daughter .. not recovered.”
Jer. 8. 2
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V1. A SvrreriNGg ’EorLE,
- Wounds, and bruises, and. ...sores, v. 6.
““Thou art wretched and miserable.” Rev. 3. 17,
“Thou hast no healing medicine.” Jer, 30. 13.
VIl A Desoratep PropLe.
Your country is desolate. v. 7.
*Until the cities be wasted.” Isa. 6. 11.
*Until thou be destroyed.” Deut. 28, 51, 52.
VIIL. A HyrocriTioaL PropLe,
Bring no more vain oblations. v. 13.
‘Bacrifice of the wicked. .. .abomination." Prov,
15. 8.
“ For a pretense make long prayers.” Matt, 23, 14,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE,
Lessons Concerning Sin,

1. Sinis the deepest ingratitude toward a Father who |
has been more kind to us than earthly parents. God be- |
stows upon us training and care, and sinners rebel |
against him, v, 2,

2. Sin is the greatest folly; for even beasts will
know those who are kind to them, while sinners for-
get the God who has heaped blessings upon them. v. 3.

3. Sin stops men in their upward progress, and turns
their feet downward toward loss and ruin. Every
wrong-doer is a backslider from God. v. 4.

4. Sin brings diseuse and misery, and every sinner is
sick. v. 5, 6.

5. Sin brings defeat and destruction upon a land,
making the cities desolste and the flelds deserted.
v.7

. Sinners are often hypocrites, worshiping God in
form, while in heart they are far from him, and offering
a service which is unavailing. v. 10-15.

7. Sin can be forgiven and washed away, when men
will forsake it and turn to God with all their hearts.
v. 16-18.

An Einglish Teacher’s Notes on the
Liessons.
BY BARAH GERALDINA STOOK.

Were we to take up a modern book with the
title, “ The Sinful Nation,” what should we expeet
to have deseribed to us? We might very naturally
think of one of those heathen lands where * dark-
ness covers the earth and gross darkness the people
(chap. 60. 2), where there is no knowledge or con-
ception of a God who reigns and judges righteously,
and where scarcely a vestige is found even of ordi-
nary humanity ; such as were formerly many of the
islands of the Pacifie, given up to cannibalism and
the most revolting cruelty. Or we might imagine
a country where the restraints of religion have been
thrown on one side, where worship is neglected and
prayer is scoffed at, and men lave made up their
minds to do what is right in their own eyes. In
this opening prophecy of Isniah, however, we read
of something altogether diffcrent. He deseribes for
us

A very religious people. TLook at the picture
drawn of them, vers. 11-14, They are punctual in
the fulfillment of their religious observances, The
sabbath is kept, the monthly feast is remembered,
the temple is visited at the appointed seasons, their
sacrifices and oblations are numerous and costly.
More than that, they put on the outward semblance

of devotion ; they “spread forth their hands,” and
‘“make many prayers.” In all these respects no
fault can be found with them. And yet what does
the Lord say concerningtheir religion? *1 delight
not in it;” *“ anubomination 3 *“iniquity 3 “ my
soul hateth ;” “Tam weary to bear them,”

Here is a strange paradox. But we soon find it
expluined. The hands that bring the sacrifices, and
are spread forth in prayer, are ** full of blood.”
Murderers?  Not actually so; but they have neg-
lected to pay just wages to the laborer; they have
allowed the widow and the orphan to starve; they
have cheated the weak, and oppressed the helpless.
And this is not all, as we shall see.

Sometimes we hear a child’s fuults excused, on
two different pleas-—*first, that it has not been prop-
erly taught—and second, that it has not been prop-
erly corrected. But this “sinful nation? was

A well-taught people, ver. 2. They had had the
wisest and the tenderest teaching possible. The Lord
says of them: “ I have nourished and brought up
young children.” Taught gently as little children
by a father, taught wisely by the All-wise One!
‘What ought they to have been after such bringing
up! With careful training the dumb animalslearn
to know their master’s voice and obey his slightest
motion, the ox and the nss among the dwellers in

| the East, just as the horse and the dog among our-

selves, And yet this well-taught people did not
know—they gave no heed to the Master’s voice.

Yet they were not quietly suffered to go theirown
way. The Lord loved them too well for this, and
spared no paing with them. 8o they were

A corrected people, vers, 7,8, They actually bore
the marks of it. Their land was wasted, their cities
in ruins, their country still a prey to ruthless foes,
and the ** daughter of Zion ” in her desolation and
necessity is compared to the most lonely of dwell-
ings, and the most distressed of people, those suf-
fering from siege, ver, 8,

To what period does this deseription refer? 1f
we suppose the passage to be the first of Isaiah’s
proplietic utterances, it must have been written in
the reign of Uzziah. But this reign was, on the
whole, a prosperous one, and so was that of Jotham,
which succeeded it. It is more likely, thercfore,
that the propheey refers to the invasion of Judah
by Syria and by Israel in the reign of Ahuz.
2 Chron. 28, 5, 6, ete. Although these enemies
were not allowed to carry out their ambitious de-
signs, we are distinctly told that *“the Lord brought
Judah low because of Ahaz.”” 2 Chron. 28, 19. The
trouble thut eame upon the nation was a chastise-
ment from God, designed to rouse them to repent-
ance. It was like the painful remedies used by the
physician for the recovery of a patient.

But the chastening had been of no avail. Vers. 5, 6.
In spite of what had been done, Judah still remained
a “sinful nation, a people luden with iniquity,”
their prayers without heart, their devotion feigned,
like a person attacked with sore disease—the whole
head sick, and the whole hoart faint. Itis a sad
and terrible pioture : religious, yet wicked ; taught
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and cared for, yet carcless and unthinking; cor- i
rected, yet not cured. And notice the name by |
which this people is addressed —** Yerulersof Sodom |

. . . ye people of Gomorrah " —that was the only |
name worthy of them !

A “nation” has a grand and important, mul'
rather a distant sound—what a chasm there seems |
between one obseure person and a nation ! Yet it |
must be borne in mind that & nation is made up of |
individuals; it is composed of men and women, |
boys and girls, What they are, that the nation |
will be.

There are many young people, and old too, who |
are religious, paying right and proper attention to
outward ordinances. They are taught; they -have
Bibles in their lands, and texts on their lips. Yet
it might be said of them: “The ox knoweth his
owner, and the ass his master’s crib,”” but they for-
get their Creator and Preservcr, their Lord and their
tedeemer. Porhaps they have even received cor-
rection, but are not healed. Yet for all there is the |
invitation, ** Come now, and let us reason together, l
saith the Lord ; though your sins be as scarlet, yet
shall they be as white as snow.” If this is neglected,
what remains but judgment?

Bible Reading Liesson Analysis.
BY JOHN WILLIAMSON, M.D., D.D.
The Sinful Nation. | + 118,

1. “Cease to do evil; learn to do well." That is, re-
pent, which is to stop sinning and to start personal |
righteousness., * Let the wicked forsake his way, and |
the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return |
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him."
Isa. 55. 7; 2 Chron. 6. 26; Job 11, 14, Psa, 34, 14; 2 Tim. |
2. 19,

2. “The vision of Isaiah the son of Ame M ver. 1
A divine mode of prophetic inspiration. ** As for the
likeness of their fuces, they four hud the face of a man,
and the face of a lion on the right side," ete. Ezek. |
1. 10; Joel 2. 28; Gen. 12. 7; Num. 24. 4; 2 or. 121, |

2. * Isaiah the son of Amoz," ver.1. A, propriately |
called ** the evangelical prophet,” because he so won- [
derfully set forth the whole scheme of atoning mercy in

| 81. 16,

of the iniquity of Israel. * Butto 1 he saith, All
day Jong have I stretched forth my hands unfo a diso-
bedient and gainsaying people.” Rom. 10. 21; Deut
1. 43; 9. 16; 2 Kings 17. 9; Psa. 78. 8.

8. *“The Holy One of Israel,” ver. 4. Holiness, or
wholeness, & perfect nature, is one of God's essential
characteristics. **For the Lord our God is holy."
Psa. 99. 9; Isa. b, 16; 57. 15; Exod. 15. 11; John 17. 11

9. “ Why should ye be stricken any more,” ver. b
Why court any more punisiment? **For the people
turneth not unto him that smiteth them, neither de
they seek the Lord of hosts." Isa. 9. 13; Jer. 86.31;
Amos 3. 2; Hosea 4, 6-9; 12. 2; Neh. 9. 26, 27,

10. *There is no soundness in it,” ver. 6. The sin-
fulness was universal, corrupting every member of the
Hebrew people, from the least to the greatest. ** Whea
Ephraim saw his sickness, and Judah saw his wound,
then went Ephraim to the Assyrian, and sent to King
Jureb: yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your
wound.” Hos. 5. 13; Jer. 8. 22; Isa. 59. 3; Prov. 30. 12;
Amos 5. 12.

11, “They have not been closed, neither bound up,
neither mollified with ointment,” ver. 6. A truthful
picture of the effect of confirmed sinning upon the in:
dividual human soul. *Then when lust hath com-
ceived, it bringeth forth sinj and sin, when it is fin-
ished, bringeth forth death." Jas. 1.15; Rom. 6. 21, 28;
2 Pet. 2. 14; Gal. 5, 19-21; Ezek. 10. 52.

12, “Your country is desolate,” ver. 7. An outline
of retributive providence suffered by Israel for her sins,
“Phe Lord shall bring a nation against thee from afur,
....A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not re-
gard the person of the old, nor show favor to the
young." Deut. 28. 49-52; 2 Chron. 28, 5-8, 18-21; Deut.

7, Ezek. 16. 27, 7.

13. he daughter of Zion is left asa cottage ina
vineyard,” ver. 8. Jerusalem, the “holy city,"” re-
mained, though besieged, a solitary survivor, amid al-
most universal desolation. ** And he hath violently
taken away his tabernacle, as if it were a garden; he
destroyed his palaces of the assembly,” Law. 2,
s b 0 26, 27; Jer. 4. 17; Lam. 1. 8; Dan. 9. £

14, “The Lord of hosts had left us a very small rem-
nant,” ver. 9, It was not possible for God's covenant
with this people to utterly fuil. ** And in thy seed shall
all the nations of the earth be blessed.” Gen. 22.18;
12, 8; Num. 24. 9; Jer. 31. 33; Acts 3. 25.
« Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom,"
10. How were Sodom and Gomorrah which in

our beloved Messiah, * But he was ded for our |
tran igressions, he was braised for our iniquities," etc. |
Isa. 53. 5; 7. 14-16; 9.6, 73 11 1-10; 49; 53; 60; 61.1-3. |

4, * Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth,” ver. 2. \
When the Creator speaks the universe of the created ‘
should listen. *‘Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will
speak; and hear, O eurth, the words of my mouth.” l
Deut. 32. 1; Psa. 50. 4; Isa. 44, 6; Hab, 2. 20; 18am.
8.9

5. *1 have nourished and brought up children, and |
they have rebelled against me,” ver. 2. Of all sins that |
of ingratitude is most common, and basest, ‘‘ Because |
that, when they knew God, they glorified him not ag
God, neither were thankful,” Rom. 1.21; Psa, 88, 20; |
109. 5; Eecl. 9. 15; Deut. 32. 18,

6. * My people,” ver. 3. The children of Israel, the |
geed of Abraham, were God's chosen and peculiar |
people. *AndI will make thee exceeding fruitful, and ‘\
1 will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of
thee" Gen, 17. 6; Deut. 7. 6; 20. 12, 18; Judges 2. 1; |
Exod. 6. 4.

7. ** A people laden with iniguity,” ver.4. A history

w Israel had come to resemble. ‘* And the
men of Sodom were wicked, and sinners before the
Lord exceedingly.” Gen. 13. 13; 18. 20; 19, 24; Isa. 13,
19; Matt, 10. 15

16. **To what purpose is the multitude of your sacri-
fices unto me ? " ver. 11, Not the letter, but the spirit,
of the divinely appointed sacrifices were pleasing to
God. ** For the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: &
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not de-
spise.” Psa. 51. 17; Isa. 06. 2; Mic. 6. 8; Heb. 11. 4;
13. 15,

17. * Wash you, make you clean,” ver.16. * Do your
part to make yourselves right—Iusk nomore.” * Turn
ye, turn ye, from your evil ways; for why will ye die,
0 house of Israel #* Ezek. 33, 11; 28am, 14. 14; Lam.
3. 83; Jer. 4. 14; Jus. 4. 8.

18. ** Learn to do well,” ver. 17, To stop sinning is
not enongh, active righteonsness must at once be en-
tered upon. * For the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost.” Rom. 14. 17} Isa. 59. 17; Eph. 6. 14, 17;
Psa. 40, 9; Zeph. 2. 3.
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19. ** Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord," v. 18. “ Listen to my greatest argument to in-
duce you to repent, or forsake sin; if you will thus get
1 will pardon and purify you." **Repent ye, therefore,
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out.”
Acts 3. 19; 26, 20; Job 86. 10; Neh, 1. 9; Matt. 18, 8.

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Clans,

Begin with a picture of the times: Israel destroyed
or decaying; Judah declining in sin; general neg-
lect of God, crime, hypocrisy, apostasy... The prophet
Isaiah, who he was, time, character, prophecy, etc.

.The special sins reprobated in this lesson
Let the texts of the Analytical and Biblical Outline be
read by scholars and their application be explained....
Show how the same sins are exhibited now A sug-
gested outline: L. Traits of sinners, vers. 1-4; II. Re-
sults of sin, vers, 5-9; II1I. Hypocrisy of sinners, vers.
10-15; IV. Cure of sin, vers. 16-13 ...Do not fuil to
show how sin may be taken away, as promised in the
closing verses of the lesson... . ILLusTrATION. In One
room of a paper-mill were rags of the vilest, foulest

description, apparently useless. In another room were |

reams upon reams of the finest paper, made (we were
told) for the American Bible Society, upon which the
Bible was to be printed. Yet that snow-white paper
was made out of those dirty rags! So out of sinners
Ged can make saints.

rib," 751,
8: The “* lodge," 319, 481. Ver. 15: Uplifted hands, 200.

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M,

Lessox Tuovanr. Sin a Sickness.

IntRoDUCTORY. Tell who and what Isaiah was,
See if children understand the work of a prophet. Ex-
plain vision, and teach that God let Isaiuh see these
things with the eyes of his spjrit. Read verse 4, and
tell of what people these words were spoken, recalling
the idolatries practiced by the people of Israel and
Judah,

Place the Lesson Thought upon the board. Tualk
about sickness. Ask how many children have Leen |
sick. Tell how sickness makes one feel, and teach that
the sickness of the soul, which is sin, is worse than the
sickness of the body. Ask children what causes sick-
ness of the body ? Tell that sometimes too much play
canses it; sometimes over-eating; sometimes taking
cold. Read from verse 4. What caused the sickness
of soul among these people. * They have forsaken the
Lord." Teach that every time we disobey the Lord
we forsake him, and that the more we do this the
sicker we become, until, if a cure is not found, we die.

Ask what is done when a child is sick. Sometimes
the doctor is sent for; sometimes mamma gives medi-
cine. Why ? Because unless the child gets better it
will die. Teach that if the sick child wants to get bet- |
ter it must obey the doctor. A doctor will tell the
patient what to do. God had teld the people what to |
do, but they did not do it, or if they did, they did not |
do it the right way.

Make a heart on the board. Let children tell some of
the outward things which God's children must do, such
as pray to him, keep the Sabbath, give to his canse,
give to the poor, etc. Print these, as they are called |
out, outside the heart, and explain that the people of |
Israel and Judah, many of them, did these things, but |
Dot because the love of right-doing was in the heart. l

References. Furewan's Hann-Book. Ver. 8: The
Ver.6: Treatment of wounds, 480. Ver. |
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Show how false and vain all such doings are, unless
they ure done from the heart,

Tue S1ckNEss CURED.
Wrong-doing had made this
nation very sick, just as it will
makeany child very sick. But
there was a cure. When the
body is sick, the patient has
something to do; =0 God tells
the sin-sick people what to do
in verses 16 and 17. To wash
and make ourselves clean is to stop sinning, and begin
| to do right. Then God will forgive our sins and give us
a new, clean heart. Pin up a piece of bright red paper
in the form of a heart, Tell that this i= like our sins in
God's sight. Cover it with a heart cut from white
paper, teaching that God washes the sin away in Jesus'
blood, and makes the heart clean,

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ¥SQ,

| THE Fy/) L STREAM
\ \Wf‘W‘lvhz CLEANSE |
| URCHERY

GDU SEES IT.
G\\D \T, Gop HATES IT
PRETEND TO GOD IS NOT

CAST \T Q\ \ ‘MOCKED.

\k\\ﬂ)& \T,

EXPLANATION, A sinful nation means sinful individ-
uals. The desolation and terrible effect of sin is simply
the sad state of each wicked person. Before the school
assembles druw the heart, and a stream issuing from it,
Also the words, ** The. .. .stream. What will....it?"
In reviewing the lesson, ask, What was the condition of
the people ¥ [Write with red chalk in the heart] SIN,
Here is a stream issuing from the heart; what kind of a
stream is it ¢ [Write] Zvil and Unclean. Explain that
God cannot tolerate any kind of sin ; that the influence
of sin is always unclean ; that no outward form will or
can remove it. Ask, and write, If' 1 hide it? Write
the answer, Gop seEs 11, Conclude with the other

| questions and answers, and ask, What will [write]

cleanse it? Repeat together Golden Text and verse 18,

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Who will hear the prophet's ery ? He sees the dumb
creatures at night, flocking from the shadowy fields,
the ox knowing * his owner™ and patiently treading
the way that leads to his stall, while the ass seeks the

| manger that a kind ecare will plentifully fill with food.

And then the prophet looks off und he sees Judah—ane«
other flock—God's own people, yet straying from him
into unsafe paths, seeking poison-food till the night,
biack and bewildering, overtakes them. The prophet
looks again and sees in thought only disease and weari-
ness and faintness that have attacked the nation, and
yet the sore and stricken body.refuses healing, He
looks still again, and beholds a land black and fire-
ravaged. The towns are in ashes. The torch of the
stranger glares red against the sky of night., Like a
forlorn, rough *‘ cottage * for the watchman in the vine-
yard, like the keeper's lonely hut in “a garden of
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cucumbers," like a city surrounded by armies and hold-
ing famine and pestilence as its guests, is Judah,
Still looking, he sees Judah crowding into the temple.
How they heap the altar with fat offerings ! How
anxiously they watch for the crescent moon, and on the

Sabbath, in what soft sanduls they sanctimoniously
glide ! But how God turns from all this and hides his
fuge! O that the nation might be seen washing off its
«in in a bath of repentance and faith, ceasing to do
evil, learning to do well !

— 9 &

B. C. 700.]
Isa. 53. 1-12. [ Comumil to memory verses 4-6.]

1 Who hath believed our report
and to whom is the arm of the Lorp
revealed ?

2 For he shall grow up before him

of a dry ground: he hath no form
nor comeliness; and when we shall
gee him, there is no beauty that we
shonld desire him.

3 He is despised and rejected of
men; & man of sorrows, and aequainted with grief: and
wo hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised,
and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted.

5 But he ras ded for our U g he
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our

was upon him; and with his stripes we are

ealed,

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own wnf': and the Lomrp hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he

LESSON XI. THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR.

as a tender plant, and as a root out

[Dec. 13,
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the
glaughter, and as u sheep before her shearers is dumb,
%0 he openeth not his mouth.

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and
who shall declare his generation ? for he was cut off
out of the land of the living: for the tranggression of
my p?(l&)le was he stricken.

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with
the rich in his death: because he had done no violence,
neither was any deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it pleased the Lomrp to bruise him; he huth
put kim to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an
offering for #in, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong
Jis day®, and the pleasure of the Lorp shall prosper in
his hand.

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be
satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant
justify many: for he shall bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the
great, and heshall divide the spoil with the strong; be-
cause he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he
wis d with the g ; and he bare the
sin of many, and made intercession for the trans-
gressors.

General Statement.

.

The verses before us contain the most complete and

recise statement of the great doctrine of atonement, or
the reconciliation of man with God through the cross of
Jesus Christ. Not even in the writings of the aj stle
Paul, the great champion of this trath. do we find n
slearer enunciation of the great rinc(gl:a of redem?-
tion. It seems almost impossible to believe, yet itis
manifestly true, that the prophet who penned these re-
markable words lived at least seven hundred years be-
fore the coming of the Christ whom he predicted. and
whose sufferings he describes in this chapter. Even
the listic school of & are compelled
to admit that this prophecy was written long before the
New Testament period, and when this fact is admitted,
it i+ just as easy to date the prediction seven, as to date
it five, centuries before the event. The rophet be-
holds in vision all the Gentile world flocking to the
standard of Christ, but the Jews, his own people, re-

Explanatory and
Verse 1. Who hath believed. The xrophat sees
future events as if they were present. and seven cent-

jecting him. He sees a Saviour growing up from the
Tallen house of David like a_shoot out of a hewn down
n(umr. despised und trampled upon. He beholds the
yeopc who were his own niation turning their faces

rom him, disowning him denying him. The seer
seems tostand an invisible spectator in Caiaphas’s paluce
and Pilate’s judgment hall, gazing upon the specticle of
the Lamb of God smitten by angry hands, spat vpon by
unworthy lips, scourged with unjust blows. 1e fol-
Jows in the crowd, and sees the Son of Man bearing his
cross, nailed upon it, dying between criminals, yet
buried in the rich man's tomb. And with prophetic in-
ight he sees what is hid from common eyes, that in all
this was the accomplishment of the divine purpose to
make this sufferer the Redeemer of the wnrlxr the Justi-
grr of‘tl't;)ne who believe in him, and the Intercessor for

s saints.

Practical Notes.
to death. A man of sorrows. He weptover Lazarus,
over the city of Jerusa nd shed tears of blood in

uries before Christ’s coming mourns over the
of the Saviour by his own people. Our report. Or,
** our message: "' the news of hrist as the Redeemer,
accepted by the Gentil s, but denied by the Jews.
‘The arm of the d. The Saviour, who is the ex-
)ression of the Father's glory and power. Revealed.
Ln one sense the Guspel 18 revealed to all men; but in
the deepest sense it is revealed to those only who listen
and receive it. (1) Men see in Christ only what they are
willing to see.

2. He shall grow up. This verse points to the ob-
scure origin and lowly surroundings of Christ. Though
the Son of G he came as & poor woman's
child, grew up a carpenter in a despised village, an
never associated with the noble or the learned. A ten-
der plant. Rather, ** a feeble plant," as ashoot spring-
ing up, from a decayed stock. Root out of a dry
ground. Either the barren Judaism of the Saviour's
period, or the drr dead =oil of the human nature.
form nor comeliness. There is no reason to suppose
that these clauses refer to the physical appsarance of
the Saviour; but rather to his earthly condition, which
was such that his own people saw nothing attractive in
nim. They looked for a king, and found a man of the
people, whom they despised. (2) How hard it is for
men (o give up their own ambitions and choose God's

3 Despised an
Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians—united in the rejec-

d rejected. Al parties of his peozle.
tion of Jesus as the Messiah, and combined to put

im ouse and in the governor’s hall of judgment.

Get! d with grief. There is no
trial 80 hard to endure as the hatred of those whom we
love, and scorn from those whom we try to blees, and
mls:sprehenalon by men, and all these our Saviour en-
dured. We hid as it were, v. Ver,, *‘ as one from
whom men hide their faces he was despized.” We
esteemed him not. The prophet here refers to his
people, not to himself, and to the general attitude of
the Jewish nation toward its King. (3) In our sorrows let
us remember that our Saviour has trodithe'way before us.

4. He hath borne our griefs. In the Hebrew word
there is a double mennhuf’, *he took on himself,” and
also *he earried away; " both of which ideas may have
been in the mind of the prophet. In some mysterious
way, which we cannot_fully comprehend, onr Saviour
bore our snfferings and our sins, and delivered us from
them. We esteem him stricken, His people
thought, or tried to think, that the unpopularity and
persecutions of Christ were deserved by him, that he
died as & wrong-doer, and that God was against him.
In reality, he suffered not for himself, but for men
whom he had come to save. (4) The history of the
world shows that those who have done the most for their
rhv‘we have been compelled to endure abuse and misappre:

5. He was wounded. The prediction ws more

and more epecific in its deseription of Christ s sufferings,
[l s d. , 8l ; these words
ve a definite picture of Christ in the high riest's
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trausgressions,  Not merely that he suffered from the
wickedness of men ; but with the deeper thought that
he suffered so. their sins; that somehow hetook the
guilty sinner's pluce, and endured the wrath of justice
aguingt crime. ‘The chastisement of our peace. That
is, the chastisement which brings peace to us. We are
healed. Every sinner is rick, diseased in the noblest
part of his nature, and through Christ the soul is made
whole, is brought into peace with God and purity, and
renewed in the divine likeness. (5) Do realize that
all this has been done to give to you pardon, and peace,
and elernal life?

6. All we like sheep have gone astray. True of
every man, however good by nature, and however noble
in character. Every one of us has strayed from the
fold of God, Mo his own way. Each sinner chooses
his own path, even when following fashion, or custom,
or companions. La’d on him. No philosophy can
fathom thig great srith, yet every forgiven ginner can
bear witness to it. ‘Ihe iniquity of us all. *‘ The in-
nocent is punished s ¢/ guilty, that the gulll{ might
be rewarded as i/ innocent.” (J.F.B.) (6) Whoever
can read this verse ¢ nd believe it is a saved man.

7. He was oppressed. He was treated with all the
severity that an unrelenting creditor visits upon_the
debtor in his power. He was afliicted. Rev. Ver,
“Yet he humbled himself.” Opened not his mouth,
How precisely this represents Christ’s conduct before
Caiaphas, Herod, and Pilate! As lamb to the
slaughter. Standing by itself, this clause would not
necessarily refer to the death of Christ as a sacrifice for
sin; but as throughout the chapter his death is o pre-
sented, it must have been in the mind of the prophet in
writing this sentence. He saw in Christ the Lamb of
@God, by his sacrifice taking away the sins of the world.
He openeth not his mouth. He stood silent before
his sluyers, when by a breath he could have slain them.
(1) How wonderfully do the Old Testament and the New
prove each other.

8. He was taken from prison. The Rev. Ver. reads
“ By opgm-lon and judgment he was taken uw:_{,"
that is, he was put to death throngh an unjust trial.
Who shall declare. Rev. Ver., ** Andas for his genera-
tion, who among them considered that he was cut off
out of the land of the living ¥ This translation makes
the meaning much zlearer, showing that the word gen-
eration refers not to Christ's life, as some have thought,
but to the people and the age that condemned him.
For the transgression of my people. Again assert-
ing that the sufferinge of Christ were in some way sub-
stitutional, or in place of xinners. (8) Does lhumnemllon
really treat Christ much better than that which existed
when he was on the earth ?

9. He made his grave. The Rev. Ver, changes
“he™ to* le{.“ “““they made his ve with the
wicked; " that is, they purposed that his grave should

be with the wicked, nious deuth which
they gave him, Wit is death, Here ie
a strange statement, a grave nrpo(nml with the wicked,
yet in fact the dead corpse Inid with the rich! Only
when we read the account in the gospels, that the rich
man Joseph buried him with honor in his own tomb,
do we see how such a prediction could be verified.
Because. Rev. Ver,, “although.” He had done no
violence. He was condemned to death and slain in the
most dishonorable manner, yet it was not because of
crime, for he was an innocent vietim  (9) Jt ix betler to
be a good man in disgrace than a bad man in honor :
better to be with Christ on the cross than with Herod on
the throne.

10, It pleased the Lord, Here is another mystery;
man inflicted the blow, yet God ordained it, for he saw
in it the way of the world’s “alvation, and overruled
human erime to become the means of redemption.
Thou shalt make hiv soul. The death of Christ was
ordered by divine wisdom and love, though the man-
ner of the death was left to the iniquity of men to ac-
complish. He shall see his seed. Though dying, he
shall yet live, and shall behold those countless multi
tudes who have lifethrough his death. The pleasure
of the Lord shall Rmprr. That is, the will of the
Lord shall be wrought throngh him in the extension of
the Redeemer's kingdom. (10) See how God compels
man's wrath to praise him!

11. He shall see. From the sepulcher in the gar-
den, the srophcl ascends to the skies with his risen
Lord, and sees his triumph over the world. The
travail. A word used of any severe labor. pain, or
wearinesg, and here referring to the trinls of Christ on
earth in accomplishing the redemption of men. Satis-
fled. Christ counts as nothing his sufferings in the
comparison with his success. By his knowledge, It
ir the intimate relation of Jeeus with the Father which
gives him knowledge of the divine counsel, and power
to save men. Justify many. Perhaps this word here
used led to its adoption in the Christirs scheme of doc-
trine: for it is frequently found in Paal’s writings with
the peculinr meauning (as here) of ‘‘setting a guilty per-
son right before the law,” which is more than mere
pardon. or the remission of penalty. (11) Only through
Christ’s death can God be at once just and the justifier of
the ungodly.

12. Therefore. Because of his voluntary humilia-
tion and eelf-sacrifice. A portion with the great,
Meaning that he who was deepised shall be regarded
as one of the greatest among men. And 8o it is. The
name of Jesus rises above every other name. Who
ventures to compare with him an Alexander, a Ceesar,
or even 1 Washington ¥ Made intercession, Here is
another view of Christ, as the High-priest and Advoecate
for sinners. (12) Let us seek to have our names in
in his pleadings.

HOME READINGS,

M. The suffering Saviour. Isa. 53.1-12.

Tw.The seed of Jesse. Isa. 11.1-9.

W. Acquaintance with grief. Matt. 26, 26-46.

Th. Unrecognized by the world. John 1. 1-14.

F. The sin bearer. 1 Pet. 5. 1-10,

§. Wounded for man's transgressions. John 19. 1-87.
§. Suffering for sinful man. 1 Pet. 2. 13-25.

GOLDEN TEXT.

The Lord has laid on him the iniguity of us all.
Iga. 53. 6.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 11, Dominion Hymnal.
Jesus! the Name high over all,
In hell, or earth, or sky.
No. 21, Dominion Hymnal,
Sweetly sing the love of Jesus,
Love for you and love for me.
No. 28, Dominion Hymnal.
1 will sing of Jx Redeemer.
And his wond'rous love to me,

TIME.—This prophecy may have been delivered
about B. C. 700.
PLACE.—Jerusalem,
RULERS,—Hezekiah, King of Judah; Sennacherib,
King of Assyria.
DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—The atonement for sin.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. The Rejected Saviour, v. 1-3,
‘Why were the people unbelieving ?
How do we know this prophecy relates to Christ ¥
Luke 24. 26, 27,
Why is he called a tender plant ¢
What is meant by * he shall grow up before him "
How was Christ a root out of a dry ground ¥
Why was he despised ¢
‘What is the description of his cheracter ¢
2. The Dying Saviour, v. 4-9.
How did the Jews misunderstand him ?
For whom did he suffer ¢ .
Why Was this necessary ?
What prophecy was made concerning his death ¥
How is Christ’s purity described ?
3. The Interceding Saviour, v. 10-12.
‘Who permitted his death ?
‘What was the nature of his sacrifice ¥
How are men justified before God ¢
‘What is Christ's office in heaven respecting men ?
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Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That man's only hope is in Christ ?
2. That Christ's offering of himself was a sufficient
atonement ¥
3. That through his intercesslon we obtuin redemp-
tion?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. The Rejected Saviour, v. 1-3.

‘Who is meant here by * the arm of the Lord "
John 12. 37, 38,

What is prophesied of his appearance ¥

How would men receive him ¥

How did men receive him ¥ John 1. 11.

Do you receive him ¥
2. The Dying Saviour, v. 4-9.

What burden was he to bear ?

For what was he to suffer ?

How was this fulfilled in Jesus # 1 Cor, 15. 3.

What would his suffering secure for men ¥

What is said of Christ in 1 Pet. 2. 24 ¢

What is the condition of sinful men ?

What was the Saviour to bear for them ?

How was he to bear his -uﬁerlnrn ?

What is said of Jesus before Pilate ? Matt. 26. 63.

What is prophesied of his death ?

With whom should he be buried ?

How was this prophecy fulfilled ¥ Matt. 27, 57-60.
8. The Interceding Saviour, v. 10-12.

‘What will this death secure for men ?

‘What will be the justification for men's guilt ?

‘What was he to become for transgressors ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson is shown—
1. Man's need of a Saviour ?
2. Man's treatment of a Saviour ?
8. Man's redemption by the death of Jesus ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

How long before Christ came did Isaiah live ! Seven
hundred years,

How, then, could he know the wonderful story of to-
day's 1esson ! God showed it to him that he might
tell it out to all the reopln.

How did he say Christ should come ¢ * He shall
grow as u‘rlnm out of "'l ground,”

What did this mean? ‘That he would be of hum-
ble birth, and bornin a lurlud reglon,

How would men look at him ¢ ‘They would see no
beauty in him, and would turn their faces from him,

How would they treat this ‘‘man of sorrows?"
They woul spise and reject him,

What did he u;l Jesus would suffor for us? He
would he wounded for onr sins, and bruised for our
wrong-doings.

Why would w~ need any one to suffer for us ? Be.
cause “ all we like sheep, huve gone astray ; ” that
is, we have a' sinned,

‘Where was he dreadful punishment of all our sins to
full ¢ [Repe it the GoLpeN TEXT.]

Was Chr st willing to bear so much for us ? *‘He
was bror :it as a lamb to be slain, yet he opened
not his r outh,”

With whom did Isaiah léy he would die? With the
wicked, Read Matt. 27, 27-38,

Where would he be buried? In the rich man’s
tomb, Matt, 27. 57-60. :

What did he '“I would happen then? He would
rise from the dead.

And become what ¥ The Saviour or men,
What would he bear? The sins of the whole

world,
‘\’V‘hlt would he then do? Plead for sinners before

" Words with Little People,

Onlf think what this blessed Jesus did for you and
me, Isainh snid he would do it; we say he has done it.
Perhaps this little verse will help you to hide away these
precious truths and often bring them to your mind*

“The Bible says he came from heaven,
That we might have our sins forgiven.
He knew how wicked men had been,
He knew that God must punish sin;
8o, out of love, dear Jesus said

He'd bear the suffering instead.”

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
[For the entire school.]

1. What was foretold concerning the treatment Christ
was to receive ¥ ** He is despised and rejected of
men,”

2. What sort of man was he said to bet A man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.”

3. With what are we healed ¥ ** With his stripes
we are healed.”

4. What did the Lord lay on Christ ¥ *The inig.
uity of us all”

5. With whom was he numbered ¢ * He was num
bered with the transgressors.”

CATECHISM QUESTION.
43. What are the privilege and duty of parents who
dedicate their children to God in baptism ?

Their privilege is to claim the fulfilment of the promise
of the Spirit to their children, and their duty is, in depend-
ence on this promise, to ‘* nurture them in the chastening
and admonition of the Lord,”—Eph. vi. 4. [Mark x. 14]

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Isalah’s Picture of Christ.

1. A ResectED SAVIOUR.
Who hath believed our report ? v. 1.
“They believed not on him." John 12. 87, 38.
 His own received him not.” John 1. 11.
1. A Dgspisep Bavioun.
No form nor comeliness. . ..no beauty. v. 2.
«The darkress comprehgnded it not.” John 1. 5.
“ Any good thing....outof Nazareth ?** John1. 46
111. A SORROWING SAVIOUR.
A man of sorrows. ...grief. v. 8.
« Beheld the city, and wept over it." Luke 19. 41.
“In an agony....drops of blood.” Luke 22. 4.
IV. A SIN-BEARING SAVIOUR.
Wounded for our transgressions. v. 5.
On him the iniquity of us all. v. 8.
« Bare our gins in lis own body." 1 Pet. 2. 24,
« Offered to bear the sing of many." Heb. 9. 23.
V. A SUFFERING SAVIOUR.
As a lamb lo the slaughter. v. 7.
“ Behold the Lamb of God.” John 1. 20.
« A lamb without blemish.” 1 Pet. 1. 18, 10.
V1. A MgEk SAVIOUR.
He openeth not his mouth. v. 7.
“He was accused....answered mnothing." DMatt.
.12,
« Jesus gave him no answer." John 19. 9.
VII. A CoNpEMNED SAVIOUR.
Taken from prison and from judgment. v. 8.
“What think ye ... He isguilty of death." Matt.

26. 66.
“He delivered him to be crucified.” Mat. 27. 26.
VIII. A CruciFiEDp SAVIOUR.
Cut off oul of the land of the living. v. 8.
“Cried....gave up the ghost." Luke 23. 46.
« Christ died. ...according to the Scripture.” 1Cor.
15. 8.
1X. A Buriep SAVIOUR.
With the wicked. ...with the rich. v. 9.
“A rich man....his own new tomb.” Matt. 27.
57-60.
“In the garden a new sepulcher.” John 19. 41.
X. A RisEN SAVIOUR.
He shall prolong his days. V. 10.
+ He rose again the third day.” 1 Cor, 15, 4.
“ He i& risen ; he i not here.” Mark 16. 6.
XI. A JusTIFYING SAVIOUR.
Shall my righteous servant justify many. v. 1
« Justified freely by his grace." Rom. 8.4,
« By grace are ye saved through Lith." Eph. 2. 8.
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XII. AN INTERCEDING SAVIOUR,
Made intercession for the transgressors. v. 12.

* Father, forgive them.” Luke 23.

* Ever liveth to muke intercession.

Heb, 7. 2.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEUPLE,
How we Should Treat the Saviour,

1. We should believe the report concerning the |

Suviour, not passing by the word of the Gospel, nor the
influences of conscience, but heeding the divine cull.
v. L

2. Weshould see the beauty in Christ, notwithstand-
ing thelowliness of his earthly surroundings, and should
seck to know him who is the true light of life. v. 2.

3. We should honor Christ while the world dishonors
nim, and should own him before all men. v. 3.

4. We should see Christ us our Redeemer, not merely
as the world's Saviour, but as the one who has taken
our sorrows and sins. v.4-6.

5. We should seek to be like Christ in gentleness,
patience, and endurance of wrong. v. 7-0.

6. We should possess our privilege of being justified
through Christ, having our sins taken away by him.
v. 10-12.

Kinglish Teacher's Notes.

Wuen we turn over a book of portraits, or photo-
graphs, we paturally pause if we come to a face that
is beautiful or striking, or a figure habited in such a
manner as to convey the impression o1 rank and
dignity, We pause to inquire who this may be,
and if it proves to be any one of note, we scan the
countenance well, In a collection of photographs,
Lowever, we are sure to come to many a fuce and
figure in which we see nothing at all attractive, and
which, if left to ourselves, we pass over carelessly.
Suppose, however, the owner of the collection stops
us, and gives the story of one of these uninteresting-
looking individuals ; it may be that the story is far
more thrilling than all that can be told of the hand-
some fuces and distinguished figures,

We have in the passage for to-duy a portrait pre-
sented to us, and pressed upon our attention, There
18 nothing attractive or distinguished about the fig-
ure portrayed. Itis the portrait of a Sufferer. But
the prophet most carefully points out his linea-
ments and relates his story. He is anxious we
should not pass over this figure,

The two things we notice as we look are

(a) Lowliness, Go into a well kept and wel]
watered garden ; how luxuriant is the growth, how
fine and vigorous the plants, how stately and brill-
iant the flowers! Go to another where the soil is
poor and uncared for, and you may see a few weak
and insignificant-looking flowers, hardly to be no-
ticed after the gorgeous beauty of the former one,
The person spoken of here is *“ a tender plant,” “a
root out of a dry ground "—more than that : despised
and rejected.

(8) Puin. As youlook on some faces you see there
the marks of trial, sickness, and sorrow. Thereare
such marks here, You behold a “‘man of sorrows,”
one who has had a close intimacy with grief. The
countenance is scarred with furrows and wounds,
and there are the traces of tears, Thlese, it is true,

are common enough to humanity, but in this fuce
they are deeper than have evdr been seen, ** His
visage was so marred more thuu any man, and his
form more than the sons of men.”

Now, what is the story the prophet has to tell us
of this portrait? Let us usk some questions of
| him:
| 1., What has befallen this man? He hus been
* wounded,” * bruised,” chastised, heavily luden,
(vers. 4, 6,) “oppressed,” *“afflicted,” * brought us
a lamb to the slaughter,” ** cut off out of the land of
the living,” ‘‘stricken,” “luid in the grave,”
“ pumbered among the transgressors.” Truly he
has drunk the dregs of suffering and ignowminy.

2, What did. he do to ment all this? He had
“done no violence, neither was any deceit in his
mouth.” It is an innocent vietim who has thus
suffered, a blameless man.

3. How did he bear such injustice ? ** lle opened
not his mouth.” He was **us a shecp before her
shearers, dumb.”

4. Surely they were monsters of cruclty who in-
flicted all this suffering upon him. Are not their
names held up to exeerution?  On the contrary, the
prophet makes no mention of the human instru-
ments in this matter. He sces but onc haud in it,
and that is the hand of Jehovah. He was * smit-
ten of God,"” the Lord laid the burden on himj it
pleased the Lord to pruise him. ** Hehath put him
to grief.”

5. Why was all this? The prophet speaks of
others besides the Sufferer, He speaks of “our

griefs,” ‘“our sorrows,” ‘“‘our transgressions,”
‘“our iniquities,” ** our peace,” ** our goingastray,"”
“our healing.” Here is the solution of the diffi-
culty. Here is the reason of the smiting and the

suffering. Ho was ded for our transg

He was laden with our sins and our sorrows. So
that this picture is a wonderful and fitting pendant
to the one we considered last Sunday. The *sin-
ful nation” is followed by the * Sufferer” for sin.
But who is meant by *“ we,” and “our?” Doubt-
less the prophet means himself and his nation,
But are there no sorrows and sins but those of
Israel? Is there one of us who cannot claim &
part in that “our?” And further on we read of
“the transgressors.” Who con say he is not in-
cluded here? And what was the fruit of this viea-
rious suffering? * Our peace,” ver. 5; *our heal-
ing,"” ver, 5; * justification,” ver, 11; * reconcilia-
tion,” ver, 12, But I cannot stop to eularge on
this, The next question that rises up is:

6. How could one so obseure—nay, how could
any one bear such a burden, and accomplish such &
work? That was the deaf and dumb boy’s ques-
tion to his instructress, the popular writer, Charlotte
Elizabeth; he spelt on his fingers the words:
4 Many : one?"” For answer she cut up a number
ot dead flowers and laid her gold ring beside them,
spelling again the words:  Many: one.,” If we
turn back we shall see that the prophet has before
spoken of this wonderful Sufferer. Though poor
and lowly among men, he is the Servant of Jeho-
vah, the chosen One (chap. 52, 18) ; if we look closer
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we shall find that he is one with Jehovuh. Chap. | 9. *Smitten of God,” ver. 4. As though in punish-
48, 17, cte. | ment for his personal transgressions. ** But I will pun-
And what shall he have for all his suffering? ish you according to the fruit of your doings.” Jer.
Success, ver. 10, Full sutisfaction, ver. 11. The i 14;“36. 81; Hos. 4.9; Lev. 36, 18; Ira. 18.11,
victor's portion, ver. 12. ! 10. “He Yvns wounded forour transgressions,"’ ver. 5.
Is it not a wonderful story? Yet the prophet | Th“:, uy “h: g be::lf‘vu_,h;. h,lm, " .lolubey Bitm maight
kssadly : * Who hath believed our report?”  Let | H0) be WemDiAg. o8 43 or. God 0 Jovad the world
- Y ) E . ¥ % | that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
us ask: Do you believe it? IHas it made any dif- | jigveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
ference to you ! life."” John 8. 16; Heb, 2. 17; John 15. 10, 12, 14; Exod.

S

S o o S A A A

S

s

e 23.21; 2 Cor. 10. 5.

13ible Reading Livsson Analysis.
The Suffering Saviour, Iva. 53. 1-12.

1. *The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." |
The doctrine of the substitutional saerifice. The mo-
mentary sufferings of the eternal Lord Jesus Christ
were equivalent to the eternal sufferings which momen-
tary or finite man owed God’s law which he had broken.
 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver
us from this present evil world." Gal. 1. 4; 1 John 4.
10; Iea, 59. 16; John 1. 20; Heb. 2. 17,

2. “‘Who huth believed our report ¢" ver. 1. The |
treatment the Lord Jesus received from the Jews.
“Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be
on us, and on our children.” Matt. 27. 85; Rqm. 11. 20;
Isa. 24. 5; Zech, 12. 10; 2 Cor. 3. 14-16.

3. “To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed "
ver. 1. That is, God's saving power. *‘ The Lord hath
made bare his holy arm in the eyes of ull the nations: |
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of |
our God." Isa. 52 10; Luke 3. 6:‘Pm. 98. 2; Job 40.9;
2 Chron. 16. 9.

4. “He shall grow up before him as a tender plant,
ver. 2. Of lowly earthly origin, Jesus Christ “‘grew "
to his mission under Jehovah's perfect care. ‘‘And
Jesus himself began to be about thirty yearsof age, be-
ing (as was supposed) the son of Joseph.” **And all
mine are thine, and thine are mine.” Luke3. 23; John
17. 10; Tsn. 11, 1; Heb, 1; 2; John 1. 46.

5. *He hiath no form nor comeliness,” ver. 2. There
was nothing of a worldly character associated with
Jesus Christ to commend him to mankind. * Is not
this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of
James, and Joses, and Juda, and Simon ? and are not
hie sisters here with us ? And they were offended at
him.” Mark 6. 8; Matt, 11. 6; Isa 8. 14, 15; 1Cor. 1.
22, 28; 1 Pet. 2.8,

6. “He is despiced and rejected of men," ver. 3.
Jesus Christ in his lowly social advent did not accord
with the pre-conceived ideas of the Jews on the sub-
ject of Messianic splendor. *‘And ehe brought forth
her first-born son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes and lnid him in a manger; because there was
no room for them in the inn." LukeZ2. 7; John 4. 25,
26; 9. 36-38; Dan. 9. 26; Matt. 13. 54-58.

7. “A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief,"
ver. 8. Inthe mystery of Jehovuh's purpose the Re-
deemer of a lost race was called to accomplish his
work through prolonged and varied suffering: “I gave
my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that
plucked off the hair; T hid not my face from shame and
spitting,” Tsa, 50. 6; Matt. 26, 67; 27. 20; Isa. 52, 14;
Luke 9. 22, 44.

8. “He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sor-
rows,” ver. 4. One of many statements in this lesson
of the vicarious charcter of our Lord's sacrifice.
“That he by the grace of God should «ste death for
every man.” Heb. 2. 9,10; John 8. 16; 1 John 4. 9;
Matt. 8. 17; 1 Pet. 2. 24.

|

11. “ All we, like sheep, have gone astray," ver. 6.
By sinning every member of the human ruce has for-
feited eternal life, or the favor of God. ‘‘But the
Seriptare hath concluded all under sin.”" Gal. 3. 2%
Rom. 8. 9, 19, 23; Eccl. 7. 20; 1 Kings 8. 46; Prov.
15. 9.

12, **80 he opened not his mouth," ver. 7. The hu-
mility of Jesus Christ was absolutely perfect, though
be was in conscious possession of infinite defensive
resources. * Take my yoke upon you. and learn of
me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and yeshall find
rest for your souls.” “Thinkest thou that I cannot
now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me
more than twelve legions of angels ¥ Matt. 11.20;
26 53; John 13. 18, 14; Phil, 2. 5-8; Rev.1.5.

18. “ He was taken from prison and from judgment,”
ver, 8. It was divinely predetermined that Christ should
die for the runsom of a last race, but not necessarily at
the hands of murderers, ** Then said Jesus, Father
forgive them; for they know notwhat they do.” Luke
23. 84; Acts 1. 18; Matt. 2L 43-45; 26. 45; John
19. 1-6.

14. “Who shall declare his generation t*' ver. 8.
Where xhall an historian be found to record go short
and =o inglorious a career, and where a commentator to
dwell upon its few lessons ! Matt. 175 Muark 8. 27}
Luke 9. 49; John 6. 15; Acts 10. 36; Rom. 9. b; 10. 11-19;
Col. 1. 16.

15. “He was cut off out of the land of the living,”
ver. 8. He died a violent death — was murdered.
Matt. 27. 35; Mark 15. 21-24; Luke 23. 26-83; John 19.
15-18.

16. “ And he made hie grave with the wicked, and
with the rich in his death,” ver. 9. The prophet here
foretells the style of our Saviour's funerul seven
hundred years before his death. ‘‘And laid it in
his own new tomb, which he had hewn outin the rock.™
Matt. 27. 57-60; Mark 15, 42-47; Luke 23. 50-53; John
19. 88.

17. “ Becanse he had done no violence, neither was
any deceit in his mouth,” ver. 9. It was the perfection
of our Saviour's life thut won from God's providence
the tribute of #o beautiful a burial. *Hie mouth is
most sweet; yea, he is altogether lovely.” Song 5. 16;
1 Peter 2. 22; 2 Cor. 5. 21; Heb. 7. 26; Matt. 11. 20,

18. * He hath put him to grief,” ver. 10. The amount
but not the manner of the Saviour's suffering was of
God's appointment. *‘ Whom God hath fore-ordained
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood.” Rom.
8.25; 1 Peter 1. 11, 20; Matt. 12. 14; 26. 14, 47, 67, 70;
7. 26, 80; John 5. 16; 7. 7; Luke 16. 14.

19. *He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall
be satisfied,” ver. 11, How blessed the assurance that
the Author of the Plan of Sulvation will be satisfied
with the final result of his atoning sufferings. * And all
flesh shall see the salvation of God.” Luke 3. 6; Isa.
40.5; 49. 6; 52, 10; Psa, 2. 8; 72. 8; Zech, 14. 9; Rev.
11. 15,
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Berean Methods.

Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Bring to the attention of the class the facts: 1, That
the Bible has two rts, the Old und New 'Testaments,
hat the Old T ment was written and finished at
least four hundred years before the New was begun.
1t the writer of llus chapter lived seven hundred
years before Christ. 4. Thut in these verses we find a
wonderful description, written long bLeforehand, of
Christ's sufferings, death, and work of salvation Em
phasize the fact that the Jewish expectation was of an
earthly king and kingdom, so that this prophecy was op-
posed to all the views of the prophet's people....In
presenting the lesson, the Analytical and Biblical Out-
line may be used. Let one scholar read the verse re-
ferred to under each topic, the teacher explain its mean-
ing, and other scholars read the references referred to,
which should be searched out and read, not from the
JOURNAL, but from the Bible....Show how the Old and
New Testaments confirm each other..../ As an applica-
tion show what Christ is to us, and what we should
be to him, as pointed out in the Thoughts for Young
People.

References. Freeman, Ver. 1: The arm made bare,

Prim

LessoN Tuovenr: 7%e Saviour from Sin.

Review, calling back from class the meaning of
prophet, vision, ete. Tell thut Isaiah lived many hun-
dreds of years before Jesus came, yet he told about
him, and our lesson is all about Jesus and his sufferings.
Ask about the soul-sickness we heard about in the last
lesson, und teach that the prophet said Jesus wus
coming to save the people from this dreadful disease.

ry and Intermediate,

THE SAVIOUR NEEDED,

Ask what were some of the sins of the people in that
day, Idolatry, deceit, murder, oppressing the poor,
etc. Read from the Bible, ** The wages of sin is death.”
Then some one was needed to save the people from
death—the death of the soul. Tell story of little child
playing on the railroad track—an express train coming
—what is needed ! Some one to save the child from
death. Tell how a good man saw the danger, and, run-
ning, snatched the child from the track. Tell that this
man was the child's saviour from death of the body.
Teach that every man and woman and child needs n
Saviour, because sin is in the world, and has touched
every one.

THE SAVIOUR COME,

Tell how the Saviour, Jesus, came, not wearing a
crown, as the Jews expected him to do, but poor and
lowly. Letchildren tell where he was born, and how
he lived among the common people and worked with
his own hands. Tell that the Jews did not believe that
he was the Saviour, and would not listen to him. Read
verse 3, and show that every time we disobey Jesus we
are doing whut the Jews did—turning away from him.

THE SAVIOUR SUFFERING.

Ask what were some of the
sorrows Jesus bore. Speak of
his loneliness—no one could un-
derstand kim. Even his dear
disciples did not know him
fully. Tell of the pain cansed
by the sight of sin.  Teach that
GRIEFS. gin hurts Jesus now, and that
every time we do wrong we
hurt his gentle heart. Impress upon the children the fact

QUR

that Jesus lives now, and though we do not see him as
the disciples did, he sees and knows us us well as he
knew the disciples, Myke a large cross on the board
Tell the story of the cross very tenderly (not dwelling
upon the physical pain borne by our Lord for us), and
write in the cross the names of as many of the class as
time or space will allow, thus impressing the thought
that he bore it for us as individuals. Sing or read,
“There is a green hill far away,” ete.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

It is the hour of serious, fur-away vision. Looking
through the glass of prophecy, Isaiah views ufar, But
O, who will hear his story of the Messiah's humiliation*
Who will believe his vision of the Mun of Sorrows? He
sees thut divine Shepherd in the midst of a foolish flock
thnt will not hexu his voice, who stray afar turning

“every one to 1is own way." O silly, silly sheep, for
whom the Shepherd end: weary days and wild,
wasting nights! For them, he bares his back to the
smiters when they come, and stands dumb and uncom-
plaining as the very sheep on the day of shearing. Weare
now standing by the prophet, and, looking through the
shadows of the centuries, we witness the agony in the
garden, the scourging in the judgment-hall, the crown
of thorns, the mocking reed, the purple robe, and then
that weary walk to the cross. Wesee him bowing his
head under the burden of cur sins as he hangs upon the
cruel tree, and behold him in the tomb of Joseph of
Arimathea., But O, to what a throne is that tomb only
the footstool, and to what a mighty kingdom does he
ascend whose * portion ' is “ with the great ! "

Blackboard.

BY J. B. PHIPPS, EsQ.

OUR SINS ON GHRIST WERE LAID,

(OuR RANSOM PRIGE HE FULLY PAID
IN GROANS AND TEARS AND BLOOD

The words on the blackboard may be written as fol-
lows if desired :

“Qur .... on .... were laid,
He bore the mighty load ;
Our .. ... hefully....,
In....and ....80d ... i
Fill in the blanks by questions, and all sing the lesson
hymn.

BrackBOARD QUEsTIONs. Who wrote this lesson ?
How many years ago? Of whom does he write ? In
verse 5, what is meant by iniquities and transgressions ¥
With what word shall we fill the first blank ¢ [SINS,]
The second blank ¥ [CHRIST.] What is the mighty
load ¢ [The =ins of the whole world.] How shall the
next blank be filled ¥ What is meant by ransom ?
What shall be written in the remaining blanks ? Does
that mean we are saved no matter how we live ¢
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B. (. 700.]
a. 55. 1-11.  [Commil to memory verses 6-9.)
ety . 5 SO DALY U that thirsteth,

come ye to the waters, and he that

hath no money; come ye, buy and

eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk

wil.]umt money, and without price.

- 4= 2 Wherefore do ye “li‘“"‘l money

for that which is not bread ¢ and

ALLS your labor for that which satisfieth

+ |not? hearken dillgemli" unto me,

I and eat ye that which good, and
let your soul delight itself in fatness,

38 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your

" goul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant

with you, even the sure mercies of Da’vid.

4 Behold, I have given him for & witness to the peo-
ple, a leader and commander to the people.

5 Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest
not, and nations that know not thee shall run unto thee
because of the Lorp thy God, and for the Holy One of
Is'ra-el; for he hath glorified thee.

General

In reading this lesson we must keep in mind the
times when it was written, for their shadow only makes
the picture more bright by contrast. The kingdom of
Israel has passed away, and Judah is trembling at the
advance of Assyrian power. The throne of David is
tottering, and its fall is near at hand. But in that dark
hour the ;rophet'u vision penetrates the cloud gather-
ing over Zion, and beholds & new Israel rising in the
distance. Upon its thronesits the Son of David, whose
reign is everlasting, and in whom the covenant promise
is fulfilled. His scepter extends over the chosen people,
and not over thesealone, for other nations are attracted

Explanatory and

Verse 1. Ho. A word of exclamation calling atten-
tion. Every one that thirsteth. As thirst is one of
the keenest and most imperative of the physical appe-
tites, it is employed to re) resent that yearning of the
spiritual nature which only God can satisfy. (1) There
is an inner man, who has his own needs, deeper than
phrloal Come ye to the waters. The water is pro-
vided, but each thirsty soul must come to the fountain.
Water is every-where numed in Scripture as illustrative
of God's grace, which is, 1)Free; 2.)Abundant: 8.) Re-
freshing; 4.) Satisfying; b5.) Essential to life. Hath no
money. In Oriental countries, water is often scarce,
and sold by carriers in the streets; but the fountains of
God's grace are free to all. Buy and eat, Thus eal-
vation is represented as a feast as well as a fountain,
Wine. Wine is every-where mentioned in Scripture
and ancient literature us one of the commonest ol bev-
erages. It is employed in the Bible as a type of the
blessings of the pel, which brings to men life, in-
spiration, and joy. The wines of earth, both in the
ancient days and &till more in the modern; have left be-
hind them a serpent’s sting, but those of heaven have
10 sorrow, but only sweetness, Milk. Milk is highl
esteemed in Oriental countries, but is never used un
it has become sour. This soon takes \J)qu in a warm
climate where ice is almost unknown, Without money.
ﬁ)m who would obtain God's grace must seek
M{or themselves. (3) None are so poor that they can-

oblain salvation, and none so rich as to buy it at
its worth. (4) Men set a price on privileges, but God
gives freely.

2. Spend money. Literally, * weigh mone, 1Y an
anciently the precions metals were not coined, but cut
into small pieces, and weighed in commercial transac-
tione. 'T'hat which is not bread, Literally, ‘' the no-
bread,” a strong expression to indicate the unsatisfying
character of the objects for which men employ their
lives, (5) How man% are trying to feed upon the ** no-
bread,” while their hearts are still hungry! Hearken
diligently. (6) 7%hose who would enjoy God's grace
must heed God's call. Eat ye that which is good.
The meaning i8 that only those who hearken to the
messenger can partake of the feast, Delight itself in
fatness. The fat meat wus considered the finest, and
as such wus chosen for sacrifice. (7) Those who come
to God's table never go away hungry.

8. Come unto me. Coming to God involves,
1) Will; 2) Aection; 3.) Surrender; 4.) Submission;
5.) Union with God. Your sounl shall live, There
may be a physical life, but no spiritual life apart from
God, hence we must come to him. An everlasting

LESSON XII. THE GRACIOUS INVITATION.

[Dee. 20.

6 Seek ye the Lomrp while he may be found, call ye
upon him while he is near:

7 Let the wicked forsuke his way, and the unright-
eous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the
Logp, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our
God, for he will abundantly pardon.

8 For my thoughts aré not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my Wiys, saith the Lorp.

9 For as the heavens ure higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts.

10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:

11 S0 shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
month: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall ac-
camyllnh that which I ‘)Iease, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto 1 sent it.

Statement
to his empire, and hasten to cast themselves at his feet,
and enjoy the benefits of his rule. Thus in this proph-
ecy we catch a gleam of salvation for the Gentiles, the
theme which made Stephen's fuce shine, and Paul's pen
eloquent. The prophet names also the demands of this
kingdom upon those who are to be its citizens. The
ways of w must be d d, even_ the
thought of sin must be cast out of the heart, and the
g‘eoplo who have left their Lord must return to him.
‘or sach he laims an abuudant and & full
pardon, for (fod‘l ways 8re not those of men.

Practical Notes.
A t is an ag t between two
contracting parties. God's promises are 8o termed be-
cause they require man’s acceptance of their conditions,
(8) The agreements of men arefor time. the covenants of
are everlasting, Sure mercies of David. The
“romlu to David (2 Sam. 7) was that the throne of
is ﬁum“r should be established forever, This was ful-
filled only in Christ, *‘ great David's greater Son,”
whose coming is the theme of the latter part of Isaiah.

4. 1 have glven him. David had been dead for cent-
uries, o that the reference can onl, be to the expected
Messiah or Redeemer, who as David's descendant and
representative is frequently called by his name. For a
witness, That is, to bear testimony to the trath, for
which purpose Christ declared that he came. John 18. 87,
To the people. The Rev. Ver. reads, *' to the peoples.”
an important change, since it shows that the reference
is not only to Jews, but also to Gentiles. (9) Observe

we have an interest in this message. A leader.
Literally, “one in front;” as Christ is at once our ex-
ample and our forerunner. Commander. Rather,
“a law-giver;" as Christ enacts the laws and com-
mandments for his followers.

5. Thou shalt eall. The prophet in this verse di-
rectly addresses the Redeemer, of whom he has been
speaking in the preceding verre. A nation, Those
who in after ages by helieving on Christ should be his
+ chosen nation and peculiar people.” Thou knowest
not. That is, a nation which had not been hitherto re-
garded as his own people; a prediction of the triumph
of the Gospel among the Gentiles. Shall run unto
thee. The story of the Acts shows the fulfillment of
this prophecy. in the eagerness of the Gentiles to hear
the Gospel, while the Jews rejected it. Because
the Lord thy . The two words *Lord" and
“God " are here to be moticed. All nations had their
gods; but Israel’s God was the Lord Jehovah; and this
fact made other Jes * run untoit.” Hehath glori-
ed thee. By the resnrrection, the ascension, and the
progress of the Gospel, God has glorified his Son.

6. Seek ye the Lord, The preceding verse was ad-
dressed to the Redeemer and Messiah; this returns to
the people once more, and ealls upon them to possess
their high privileges. (10) If God is to be found he
must be songht. While he may be found. This inti-
mates that there will come a time when God s
not to be found: not.hecause his nature changes, but
becanse men place themselves beyond the will or desire
to repent. hile he is near. There are times when
God is especially near; times of revivel and tender-
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ness and deep feeling, when it is easier than at other
times to find God. (11) When Jesus of Nazareth pusses
by let us call upon him.

7. Let the wicked forsake., The first step in the
way of salvation is to forsake the way of sin, which
only leads further from God. God's way is the right
way, and any other path is the way of the wicked.
His thoughts, His purposes, nims, und plans, which
are held to as strict an account as actions. (12) Z%he
heart needs o be made right, no less than the life. Ree
turn unto the Lord. Every sinner is an estray, who
has wanderdd from home; and s he went forth freely,
#0 he must come buck. He will have mercy. Men
are apt to deal harshly with the returning prodigal, but
God is merciful, Abundantly pardon. Literally,
“multiply to' pardon.”” What God does, he does on a
limitless scule, It is just as easy for hinm to pardon a
murderer as u wmoral man, for both n:ed the same
atoning blood,

8. My thoughts are not your thonghts, There are
two views in the interpretation of this verss, both of
which may be included in the true meaning. 1.) That
as the thoughts ard ways of God are not thore of men,
but right while men's are wrong, therefcre sinners
who would be saved must forsake their own ways, and
come into line with God's plan. 2.) That God’s plans
of pardon are not anccording to the thoughts of men;
for while men are unforgiving, God forgives freely.

9. Aw the heavens are higher,  The mind of man
naturally regards the expunse of heaven, so much vaster
thun the earth, and so high ubove it, as the abode of
God. Soare my ways, As we interpret the preced-
ing verse, =0 this may mean either, 1.) That God’s ways
are purer and more righteous than ours ; or,2) That
God’'s ways are nobler and more generous than ours.
My thoughts. Mun thinks of self, God of the univer-
snl good ; man thinks of time, God of eternity ; man
thinks of smull things, God of infinite truth.

10. For, This verse and the next one are intended
to show the certainty of God's covenunt, and the
abundance of his love for man. The rain cometh
down, Brlnﬁing fertility and verdure to the earth.
The snow, The snow protects the earth aguinst se-
vere rosts, nourishes the seeds, und supplies the needed
moisture in the spring. Returneth not thither. The
meaning is that the rain and the #gnow do not fall on
the earth, and they ascend from it, but remain to work
out God's beneficent vurposes,

11. 8o shall my word be. The promise of God,
which is sent forthelike the rain from love to man, and
with apurpose of blessing. ®Shall not return unto
me mb’. It shall not prove unsuccessful. Shall ac-
complish. (God’s purposes of redeeming and saving
men shall not be thwarted, but his purpose to save an
individual may fail by that mun's neglect. .

HOME READINGS,
M. The gracious invitation. Tsa, 55. 1-11,
T'u. The invitation to all, Matt. 11. 16-30.
W. The water of life. John 4. 1-20.
Th. The everlasting covenant. Isa, 61. 1-11.
F. Seek the Lord. Matt. 7. 7-20,
S, The time to seek God. 2 Cor. 6. 1-18,
8. Allthe world invited. Rev. 22, 1-21.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters. Isa. 55, 1.

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 80, Dominion Hymnal,
Flow down, thou stream of life divine,
Thy qulcilenlnu truths deliver ;

Oh ! flow throughout this soul of mine,
Forever and forever.

No. 81, Dominion Hym- al.

Whosoever heareth, shout, shout the sound !
Send the blessed tidings all the world around

No. 29, Dominion Hymnal.

Jesus, the water of life will give
Freely, freely, freely ;

TIME.—B. C. 700.

PLACE.—Jerusalem.

RULERS, —Hezekial, King of Judah ; Sennacherib,
King of Assyria.

1Dof:-l'n.mu. SvaaesTioN.—The universality of salva-
tion,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. The Call, v, 1-7.

For whom is the proclamation intended ¥

What does it offer ¥

Does unbelief purchase any thing beneficent ¢

What is the covenant which God offers ¢

Who stands a surety for it ¢

What part were the Gentiles to have ¢

What gracions invitation is given ¢

What is promised to those who nccept ?
2. The Promise, v, 8-11,

How do God's thoughts and ways differ from man’s ¥

What figure is used to how that God does nothing
uselessly ¥

How does this prove that his word will be fulfilled ¢

How does it show that God's purpose toward man is
beneficent ¢

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That the Gospel is spoken to all men ?

2. That Christ is the surety of God's promises ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. The Call, v, 1-7.
To whom is this call given ¥
What kind of thirst is here referred to ¢ Matt. 5. 6.
How may this thirst be satiefied * John 4. 14,
How fur does this eall extend ¥ Rev, 22, 17.
What invitation is urged ¢
What foolish act is rebuked ?
What does the Lord promise to them that hear ?
Who is given as a leader ¥
To whom will this call be extended *
When was this promise fulfilled  Acts 13: 46-48,
When should men seek God ¥
What preparation for this service must he made ?
What will surely follow earnest repentance #
2. The Promise, v. 8-11.
What does the Lord say of hix thoughts and ways ¥
How far do they differ from the thonghts of men ¥
How do the righteous regard God's thoughts ¢ Pea.

L 17,
What do the rain and snow do for the earth ¥
Who are benefited thereby ¥
In what does God’s word resemble these ?
What shall the word of God accomplish ¥
‘What is said of God’s promises in Josh. 21,45 ¥

Teachings of the Lesson.
‘Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That all men are called to seek God ¢
2. That now is the time to secure salvation ¢
8. That God is found only by the penitent heart ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What invitation did God give the whole world

through Isainh ¥ To come and be saved.

Tow does this invitution begin ¥ * Ho, every one

that is thirsty, come ye to the waters !”

What will it cost? * He that hath no money,

come, without money and without price !

Can money buy any thing that will satisfy us always ¢
'hat question does he ask ¥ *¢ 0 you work

and spend your money for those things which do not

make you happy1”

What does he urge us to do ¥ Listen to him when

he asks us to com nd take that which will make

us satisfled and glad,

If we listen_and come, what uen® We shall live,

and David's Son, Jesus Christ, will lead and save us,
When hall we come ¢ Now, while he is near and

may be found.

Shall we bring our sins when wecome ¢ Yes; bring

them all to Jesus, and he will have mercy and fully

forgive them.

If we follow Jesns, hall we think and aet as we did

before ? Noj he willgive us his thoughts, and help

us to walk in his ways.

Is it sure God will keep the words he has spoken ?

As sure as the rain and snow come down from

3. That it is impossible for God's word to fail?

heaven,
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Will men be any better for his having spoken them ?
Yes; for he ..:5 his word should go forth to bless

men. .
Woids with Little People.

You all want to be happy. Sometimes, it may be at
Chyistmas, or your birthday, you are very huppy, for a
little while, but you soon get tired of the new things
and want more ; even if you have a great muny
will want something else, or something different. Tl
want in your little hearts is what is meant by being
thirsty. ‘God put it there that you might want the wa-
ter of life which only Jesus can give. What is the wa-
ter of life * 1t is the peace that comes when our sins
are washed away. It is the joy and happiness that
come after our ** good times ™ are all over, and we feel
thut Jesus i8 better thun them ull, and that he loves us,
wnd is getting ready a home, a white robe, a crown, rad
 harp in that land where all our wants will be supplied
with the water of life, which flows from the throne of

God.
THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. When should we seek the Lord? “ While he
may be found.”

2. What should the wicked do? ** Let the wicked
forsake his way.”

3. if he returns unto the Lord, how will he receive
him? ¢ He will have mercy on h m.”

4. What does God do? ** Abundantly pard ns.”

5. What does the Lord say concerning his word ?
i It shall not return unto me vold.”

CATECHISM QUESTION.

44, What is the teaching of the New Testament con-
cerning children as members of the Church?

It is implied that their baptism places them in the same
relation to the New Covenant in which infants were placed
to the Old by the rite of circumecision. Hence they are
spoken of, addressed, and exhorted, as heirs of gospel
privilege. [Matt. xix, 14§ Mark x. 14 ; Isaiah xL 11.]

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
Salvation through Christ,
I, A NEEDED SALVATION,
Every one that thirsteth. v. 1.
* Let him that is athirst come,” Rev. 22.17.
 All ye thut labor. ... heavy laden." Matt. 11. 28,
II. A FREE SALVATION,
Without money and without price. v. 1.
+ By grace are ye saved.” Eph.2. 8.
« Justified freely through his grace.”” Rom. 3. 24.
111, A FuLL SALVATION.
Let your soul delight itself in fatness. v. 2.
* They shall be abundantly satisfied.” Psa. 36. 8.
+* A feast of fut things." Isa. 25. 6.
IV. AN ETERNAL BALVATION.
An everlusting covenant with you. v. 8.
“The gift of God is eternal life." Rom. 6. 23.
+ 8pringing up into everlasting life." John 4. 14.
V. A UNIVERSAL SALVATION.
Nations that knew not thee. v. 5.
“The forces of the Gentiles shall come," Isa. 60. 5.
“ Far off are made nigh.” Eph, 2. 13,
VI. A PRESENT SALVATION,
Seek. . . -while he may be found. v. 6.
« Now is the accepted time.” 2 Cor. 6. 2,
©To-day if ye will hear his voice.” Psa, 95.7, 8.
VII. A CONDITIONAL SALVATION,
Let the wicked forsake his way. v. 7.
“ Repent ye .. be converted.” Acts 3, 10.
“If my people....turn from ...ways." 2 Chron,
7.4,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
‘The Conditions of Salvation,

1. Those who would enjoy the privileges of salvation
must thirst after it, that is, must have an intense and
determined desire for it. v. 1,

you
This

2. They must be willing to seek salvation, to act, o
take some trouble in order to obtuin it ; but they will
find that its joys more than repay all it costs. v. 1, 2.
3. They must be willing to tuke Christ, **the sure
mercies of David,” as their leader and commander, (o
submit to him, and give up all to his will, v. 8,4

4. They must seek the Lord in time, not delaying for
opportuuities that may never come, nor until they are
far away from God. v. 6. °

5. They must cease from all conduct that God hates,
even in thought, and must live the life that is in ac-
cordance with his will. v.7-0.

English LTeacher’s Notes.

Tug subject for to-day is peculiarly suitable for
the approuch of Christmas, the time when the good
things of this life are brought into particular prom-
inence. 1 suppose there is in this respect no differ-
ence between America and England, or if any, it
may be that American stores are furnished even
more lavishly, and decked out even more attract-
ively, than the shops in our English streets, Every
thing is done to engage attention to the wares dis-
played, every thing done to excite admiration, and
to gratify tastes of every kind.  All sorts of novel-
ties are brought out ** fur Christmas,” and admiring
crowds throng round the well-filled windows,

But for whom is all this display intended? For
whom has the rich supply becn gathered together !
They are intended for the buyer. To one who does
not buy they are but a passing sight. It is the
buyer who enters and takes possession of one thing
and another.

Our passage gives us a display ot good things un-
der various figures—refreshing ** waters,” food,
“wine,” and * milk.” I need notstop to pointout
the force of the figures used—water, without which
no human being can exist, und the supply of whieh,
in scorching eastern lands, is beyond all price—
wine and milk, the signs of plenty, und which
formed the riches of the land of Judah. Gen. 4.9,
11,12. The point is, that the things the prophet
sot before his hearers are not only necessary, but
highly desiruble, the things which made the pros-
perity of a country. Let us ask,

1. For whom are these things? The word of the
Lord by the prophet is: * Come, buy.” Evidently
they are for the buyer. But we must carefully con-
gider what is here meant by the buyer. The pop-"
ular idea of a buyer is of a person who has money
to spend, and who does spend it. It is not 80 here ;
for we read, **buy . . . without money.” Some-
thing else, then, must be meant.

W hat ix the essential difference between a buyer
and a mere gazer in at & shop-window ? It is uot
the possession of money. A man with his pockets
full may turn away without buying. The former
is not satisfied with gazing at a thing. He is de-
termined to make the thing his own. He goes for-
ward to get posscssion of it. But this is not all.
It is not tho determination that makes the thing

his. He has to part with something for it. Now
the good things put forward under the figure of
“ water,” *wine,” “milk,”" are not intended just
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to be looked at. They urc meant to be pessessed,
They are especially recommended to two classes of
people, to * every one that thirsteth,”” and to ** him
that huth no moncy.” But something has to be
parted with for them ; und s5 the exhortation is not
only ** come,” but also ** buy.”

2, How are they to be procured? What is to be
purted with in order to get them? The answer is
given first negatively, They are to be had ** with-
out money, and without price,” or rather, for * not
money and not price.”” What the world accepts in
exchange for its good things is of no use here,  Gold
and silver cannot buy them., Good deeds cannot buy
them,  God's good gifts are not bestowed on a mun
beenuse he is rich, or yreat, or clever, or benevo-

| “buy;”

ent, But if we look a little further on we shull |

find the answer given definitely. ¢ Let the wicked
forsuke his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts.” And why forsake them? Because a
wicked man’s way, un unrighteous man’s thoughts,
cannot but be displeasing to God,
think himself good und righteous ¢ It is of no use
such a man coming to buy. The thirsty are in-
vited, the penniless are invited, but the righteous
are not invited, To buy God’s gifts & man must
part with his fancied righteousness, and confess
himself a sinner ; he must part with his own way,
and part with his own ideas, Then he cun receive

But what it he |

| do whatsoever Icommand you."

what the suffering Suviour (last lesson) has pur- |

chused for him with hismerits and his death,
we can answer the questions,

3. What are these good things? The first thing
a sinmer needs is purdon; the first thing the man
dead in trespasses und sins needs is life. ““Let
him return unto the Lord and be will. . . abun-
dautly pardon.” * Hear, und your soul shall live,”
And there is more thun this. The world works
hard for its good things, and they can never satisfy ;
it pays deur for its food, and is still hungry. But
whoever is willing to part with his own merits and
uccepts God’s provision shall eat *‘ that which is
good,” and delight himself in * fatness.,” The
things God gives nourish and sutisty ; his gift is
food for the soul. Many of the most valuable of
this world’s gifts cause much anxiety, trouble, and
uneasiness, Riches multiply cares. How vexed we
are if some vuluable possession is lost or injured!
God’s gifts are * joy " and ** peace,” and wake up
glad songs of rejoicing all around. Ver. 12. Again,
the best of earth’s possessions are perishable ; but
here we read: ** I will make an everlasting cove-
nant with you, even the sure mercies of David.”
There is more still, upon which we have not space
to enter—the glory and usefulness of verse 5, and
the prosperity and growth of verse 12. Weo must
pass on to the last question :

4. When are these blessings to be procured?
The answer is short and simple. *‘Seek ye the
Lord while he may be found : call ye upon him
while he is near.,”” Man's thoughts are all wrong

Now

about this, He not only fancies he may buy God's |

salvation for “moncy " and ** price”—by his own
merits and his own works—but he imagines he

may get it at any tirme: God’s thoughts are not go.
His gifts wre to be had in his way, and must be had
at his time—* now.” 2 Cor. 6. 2. 'To-morrow may
be too late,  But where God's word—* Come ;"
‘hear;” *“forsake;” * return’—is nc-
cepted, it will prove like the gracious rain, bringing
life, riches, and blessing abundantly,

Bible Reading Liesson Analysis.
The Graclous Invitation. Isa, 55. 1-11.

1. *Ho, every one that thirsteth," ver. 1. The gracious,
convicting Spirit causes ull men thus to thirst, **And
when he is come, he will convince the world of sin, and
of rigl avd of jud to come." John
16. 8; Dan, 9. 8; Luke 15. 17; Acts 2. 37; 16. 29, 30,

2. ““Come ye to the waters,” ver,1, Thedivine invi-
tation to drink of the thirst-assuaging waters of salva-
tion is a universal one. “If any man thirst, let him
come unto me, and drink." John 7. 87; Isa, 12, 8;
Zech, 13. 1; Mark 16. 15; John 8. b; 4. 10; Col. 1, 23,

4. ** He that hath no money,” ver. 1. If any man will
obey Christ he shall receive his Gospel, his water of
life, as a gift. **If any man will do his will, he shall
know of the doctrine.” John 7. 17; Deut.7.7, 8; Eph.
2.8; 2 Tim. 1. 9; Titus 2. 11.

4. “Come, buy wine and milk without money, and
without price,” ver. 1. So believing in Christ as to
obey him buys God's favor. * Ye are my friends, if ye
John 15, 14; Exod.
23, 20, 21; 2 Cor. 7. 15; 10. 5; Rom. 6. 16-18; 1 Pet. 1. 2.

5. ' Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is
not bread ™ ver. 2. No form, or forms, of worldliness
can satisfy the human soul with peace. * Then I looked
on ull the works that my hands had wrought, and the
labor that I had lubored to do; and behold, ull was van-
ity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under
the sun.” Eccl. 2. 11; 11. 8, 9; Matt. 6. 24; Rom. 12.2;
James 4. 4; 1 Joln2. 15, 16,

6. “Let your soul delight itself in fatness," ver. 2.
Holiness of heart und purity of life are the * fatness
of the soul. ‘' Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God." Mutt. 5, 8; Psa. 24. 3, 4; Eph. 5, 5; Heb.
12. 14; 1 John 3. 2, 3. 8

7. “Incline your ear, and come unto me," ver, 8.
Man is free to *‘come’ to Jexus, that is, to obey the
Spirit and words of Jesus, and be saved, or not to do
80, and be lost. ** And ye will not come unto me that
ye might have life." John 5.40; 3. 19 ; Kecl. 12,13 ;
Matt. 11. 28-30; Mark 16. 16.

8. “I will make an everlasting covenant with you,"
ver.8. Mun's obedience to Christ secures in his be-
half, to afford him pardon and purity, all the weight of
infinite wisdom and power. ** For I the Lord love judg-
ment; and [ will direct their work in truth, and I will
make an everlasting covenant with them.” Isa. 61.8;
2 Tim. 1. 9; 1 Tim. 2. 4; Acts 4. 12; Heb. 2. 10,

9. * Even the sure mercies of David,"” ver. 3. What
was God's great promise to David ! *‘ And thy house
und thy kingdom shall be established for ever before
thee: thy throne shall be established forever." 2 S8am,
7. 16: 1 Chron. 17. 7-27; Johu 12. 34; Heb, 1. 8.

10. * Behold, I have given him for a witnees to the
people,” ver. 4. The holy One of Israel, the Messiah,
the perfect Revealer of God's character to mun. *“ All
power i given unto me in heaven and in earth.” Matt,
28. 18; Psa, 2. 6; 89. 19; Isa. 9. 6,7; Luke 1. 32; Rom.
14. 9.
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11, * Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou
knowest not,” ver That is, the peculiar people to
be known as the Christian Church, but which at that
time did not exist. ** And hath put all things under his
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
Church.” Eph. 1. 22; Deut. 7. 6; Psa, 90. 16; Isa, 60.
19; Rom, 9. 2-4.

|

12, *“And nations that knew not thee shall run unto |

thee,” ver. 5. The ultimate and universal victory of
the Christian Chureh is here predicted. ** And it shall

come to pass in the lust days, that the mountain of the |

Lord's house shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it.” 1Isa, 2. 2; Ezek. 17, 2-4;
Dan, 2. 34, 85; Mic. 4. 1; Psa. 2. 8.

13, * For he hath glorified thee,” ver. 5. Messiah's
position by God's appointment. “The kingdoms of
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and
of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever."”
Rev. 11, 15; Isa. 45, 23; John 18. 36; Phil. 2. 9, 10; Heb.
2.9,

14. “Seek ye the Lord,” ver. 6. The favor of God,

pardon through the atonement, and purity through the |

new birth, is not obtained by the sinner without effort.
“ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it ehall be opened unto you.” Matt.
7. 7; Psa. 81, 10; John 14. 13, 14; 16, 23, 24; 2 Tim. 2. 15;
2 Peter 1. 10.

15. *“While he may be found,” ver. 6. The individ-
ual's opportunity to repent and obey Christ may end
before his nataral life does. ** My Spirit shall not al-
ways strive with man.””  Gen. 6. 3; Neh, 9. 30; Isa. 5.
4, 5; 63. 10; Jer. 11. 7, 11; Matt, 12. 81; Mark 3. 29;
Luke 12, 10,

16, * Let the wicked forsake his way," ver. 7. Re-
pentance is ceasing to sin: to repent is to stop sinning:
the wicked repent when they forsake their wicked
ways. * But now commandeth all men every-where to
vepent.”” Acts 17. 30; Job 11, 145 Psa, 84, 14; 101, 3;
Luke 24. 47; 2 Tim. 2. 19.

7. ** And he will have mercy upon him,” ver.7. No
matter how great the offender, the mercy of the
Offended is adequate to pardon and purify. * He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso confless-
eth and forsuketh them shall have mercy." Prov. 28, 13;
Psa. 86. 5, 15; 103, 8; Micah 7. 18: 1 Peter 1. 8.

18, * For he will abundantly pardon,” ver. 7. There
are no ‘‘non-elect: " some sinners need more of the
grace of conviction than others, but My grace is
sufficient.” * Beloved, when I gave all diligence to
write you of the common salvation.” Jude 3; Isa.
45, 22; Titus 1. 4; 2 Peter 3. 9; Rev. 22, 17,

19. ** For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord,"” ver. 8, God
would teach us by this strong contrast a needed lesson
of humility, by ealling attention to the fact of his infinite
superiority to us, *“To God only wise, be glory
through Jesus Christ forever.” Rom. 16. 27; 1 Tim.
1. 17; 6. 15, 16; 1 John 4. 8, 16; Jude 25.

20. **So shall my word be that goeth forth ont of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me void: but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto T sent it,"” ver. 11. The central mis-
sion of the word of God is to gave the human race, and
that salvation it will positively accomplish. * They
shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain: for
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as
the waters cover the sea,” Isa, 11, 9; 35.9; Psa. 72,19
Hab. 2. 145 Rev. 11. 15,

Berean Methods.

Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class.

This lesson contains five parts....I The eall. 1, To
every one, ver, 1... 2. To the thirsty. Show how
engerly men in the desert long for water, and how
precious it is. Said an Arab, **Once I saw a skin-bag
lying on the sand ; T ran toward it hoping to find in it
water, But alas! it was full of pearls!....8. To buy,
yet without money. How little of this world’s treasure
can men buy without money! Yet God offers his
priceless things as a gift. . .11 'The reasons for accept-
ing God’s offer. 1. The fuct that other objects in life
re disappointing, ver. 2. How few peopie find that
riches, honor, pleasure satisfy their needs! 2. The
pleasure and satisfaction to be obtained by ncceptance,
ver.8..... 3. The eternal reward which is offered, ver. 3.
....111. The Saviour who is presented. vers. 4, 5.
1, A witness. 2. A leader. 3. A commander. 4. An
attractive Saviour, drawing all men, ver. 5. 5. The
Holy One, ver. 5 ...1V. The conditions of the call,
Vers, 6, 7. 1. Come now, ver. 6....2. Turn from &in
....3. Return to God. 4. Seck mercy....V. The en-
couragements of the call. 1. God's abundant grace,
vers. 8, 9....2. God's mercy as shown in his bounty to
the earth, ver. 10....3. These show his faithfulness to
his promise, ver. 11, .

References. Freeman. Ver. 1: Invitation to buy,
520.

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

Jesus places the cup of salvation to our lips. Initis
the water of life, of which he said that if one drinks of
it he will not thirst again. Whosoever will may drink
of it freely. No one, rich or poor, old or young, will be
tarned empty away. The invitation to come to the
waters is no ordinary one. It isa question of life or
death to the one who hesitates to obey the call. It
cannot be bought. How can it be ebtained ?

v Lesson Word-Fictures.

A fountain brimming and ranning! What a musical
splash to the waters! As the sun shines on it, with
what a necklace of jewels it is encircled! So cool is it,
and satisfying and free! Why does not that thirsty
man creeping across the desert-sands of sin, hot and
blistering. run to it, stoop down to it,and lose his thirst
forever? * Whosoever will, let him take the water of
life freely.” A feast in the banquet room! Long tables
heaped with delicious food, and the door of the banquet-
room is wide open! Why does not that gaunt, starving
beggar out in the highway of sin hurry in and and
be satisfied forever? *‘Ho, every one!™ Why do not
the desert pilgrims leave the parched sands and the
hungry beggars the hizhway, and all hurry to the cool,
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sparkling gospel-fount and the rich, satisfying gospel
feast? They come at lust. Listen! Hear the sound of
the feet of the nations running to the clear, ever-flowing I
waters, to the fullness of the feast ever-spreand! Cun |
any one refuse to come? Will they hesitate to appro- |
priate God’s promises? How full they are, how sure! |
You listen and you hear the rain. How it gently pat-
ters on fleld and forest as if the sound of the siroke of |
agentle hand of blessing! You look and you see the
snow. How it whitens the air with a veil whose beau-
tifal meshes are the soft flakes! And after the snow-
flakes and the rain-drops comes the spring, when in the
forest-wind emerald mountain and hill break forth
into singing and the leafy trees clap their hands. That
spring-time shall be in the soul that catches and holds |
the promises of God.

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M.

LessoN Tuovaut, The Call to Come. To be taught:
1)Who calls ¥ 2) Who are called? 3. From what
called ? 4.) To what called ¢

1. Print **Ho !™ on the board. Tell that it means
“See here,” **Stop; look this way.” Some one is call-
ing who wants us to hear. He has something to give
us. Excite interest and expectation. Tell that it isa
great King who calls—the King of heuven. What kind
of gifts do kings give ? Ask if children have ever been
invited to a party, or a visit, This is an invitation,
and the One who invites is 80 much in earnest that he
calls loudly. Let children tell who it is that calls, and
print on the board, ** God ealling.”

2. Talk about thirst, tell how dreadful it is to go with-
out water. Teach that in the country where Isaiah
lived water was often so scarce that it was bought and
sold, and people who had to travel long distances in
the desert often suffered torment from thirst. Those
who are thirsty are glad to get water, and God here
calls those who are thirsty for the water of eternal life,
which is the knowledge of God, to come and take.
Teach that every one needs this water, and God offers
to give it to any one who will come. Ask how many
would like to have you print * me " after * God calling? "

8. Read verse 7, and talk about having our own way.
Show that our way is often a wrong way. There is but
one right way, and that is God's. God calls us to leave
our sinful, selfish ways, our naughty thoughts and
words, and to return to him. He will make us love his
thoughts and his ways, Teach that sin is our enemy
that means to spoil us and kill us if possible. Then
when God calls he is trying to save us from our worst
enemy, by taking us away from sin. Print after ‘“ me"
“away from sin.”

4. Teach that Jesus is the
Fountain of life. If we
come to him we shall never be
thirsty again. How ecan we
come to him ¢ See the little
hand holding a cup. When we
pray, we are holding out the |
cup. When we do any thing
for Jesus' sake, we are hold- |
ing out the cup., Speak of practical ways in which
we may hold out our cup and take the water of life.
Teach that when we take from Jesus we have to leave
¢in behind, Add to the sentence on the board, “To |
salvation,” and let children read it slowly and serionsly.
Teach that the Suviour is waiting to receive ench little
child that comes to him. Sing, *Come to Jesus, just
now,"

FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW.
Dec. 27,
HOME READINGS,

M. Lessons I, II. 2 Kings 6. 8-23; 7. 1-17.
T'u. Lesson 111, 2 Kings 10. 15-31,

W. Lessons IV, V. 2 Kings 12. 1-15; 13. 14-25.
l"h, Lessons VI, VII. 0.

Jonah 1, 1-17; 8, 1-1
Lessons VIII, IX. 2 Kings 18, 1-12: 20, 1-17.

8. Lessons X, XI. Isa. 1. 1-18; 53, 1-12,

8. Lesson XII. Isa. b5. 1-11,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

Lesson I. Elisha at Dothan.—What mfslerinus
thing troubled the king of Syria ¢ How was the young
man convinced of divine protection ¥ What example of

| merey did the prophet show ¥

Lessox II. The Famine in Samaria.—Who ex-

ressed a doubt of God’s word ¢ What desperate deed

ed to a discovery ¥ What prophecy respecting the
doubter was fulfilled

Lesson 111, Jehu's False Zeal.—What two men
made a compact ?  What excellent work did Jehu ac-
complish ¥ Of what sin was he guilty ¥

LessoN 1V. The Temple Repaired.—What had
caused the decay of the temple ¥ What wise plan was
adopted for its vepair ? ' Who completed the work ¢

Lessox V. Death of Klisha.—What king visited
the dying prophet * What lessons did he learn ¥ What
miracle occurred in a hasty burial ¥ What prophecy
was fulfilled ¢

Lessox VI. The Story of Jonah.—Why did the
prophet flee ? How was he brought back ¢

Lessox VII. Effect of Jonah's Preaching.—What
wus the prophet's meseage to Nineveh ¥ What was its
effect upon the people ¥ What was the result ¢

Lesson VIII. Hezekiah’s Good Reign.—For what
was Hezekinh distinguished ¥ What caused prosperity
in Judah ¥ What brought calamity to Isrnel ¥

LrssoN IX. Hezekiah's Prayer Answered.—Why
was the king sorrowful # How was he restored ? Of
what folly was he guilty ¥ What prophecy of evil was
uttered ¥

Lessox X, The Sinful Nation.—In what consisted
Judah’s «in? What was the result of it? How did
God recall them to duty? What was the divine
promise ¥

LessoN XI. The Suffering Saviour.—Why was
Christ rejected ? What was the significance of his
death * How does he intercede for men ?

Lesson XII. The Graclous Invitation.—To whom
and for what is the call of God ¥ What is the assur-
ance of its truth ¥ Why is God's promise to man im-
mutable ¥

REVIEW SCHEME FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

Mv Rerron | o Lesson 1. Elisha at Dothan,—
MY RECORD | By whose advice were the Syrian
king's plans defeated ¥ Whom did
he send to seize the prophet ¥ What
did the prophet's servant see ! Re-
peat the GoLpEN TexT. What did
d : lls{nu (lotto rthe Syrllum(-llr l, What
reatment of an enemy e pro-

HOW DOES IT READ?| [0y d P
Lesson II. The Famine in Syria.—What prophecy
of plenty did Elishamake ¥~ What did he predict for &
doubter ¥ Who caused the Syrian army's defeat?
Who discovered their flight ¥ How was plenty secured
to the Israelites ¥ What became of the doubter ¥ Re-

peat the GorL.peN TEXT.

Lesson 111, Jehu's False Zeal.—Whom did Jehu
call for n witness ¥ What did he invite him to wee ¥
What pries.s did he destroy ¥ What idolatry did he

| still permit # Repeat the GoLpEN TEXT,

Lesson IV, The Temple Repaired.—What was
the character of Jehoash ¥ What did he order set aside
for the repair of the Lord's house ¥ How lunﬂ was hig
order disobeyed ¥ How was the money at last col-
lected ¥ Repent the GoLpex Text,

Lesson V. Death of Elisha.—To whose sick-bed
did u roynl mourner come ¥ 'What was the king ordered
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to do? What penalty did his failure bring upon him ¥
What miracle was wrought by the bones of the prophet ¥
Repeat the GoLDEN TEXT.

Lesson VI. The Story of Jox What commund
was given to Jonah ? [GoLpEN TexT.] What did he
oid obedience ¥ How was his escape prevented ¥
What did the sailors do to the disobedient prophet ?
How was he preserved ¥

LessoN VII. Effect of Jonah’s Preaching.—To

whom was Jonah sent a second time ¥ What was his |

threntening message ¥ What effect did it have upon the
eople ¥ What testimony did Jesus bear to this part ¥
GoLpeN TeXT.]

LessoN VIII. Hezekiah's Good Relgn.—Who was
Hezekiah ¥ What was his character ¥ [GoLpeN TEXT.] |
What did he do to destroy idolatry ¥ How did the
Lord reward his faithfulness? What Samaritan city |
was destroyed by the Syrians ¥ Why did the Lord for-
sake Isroel ?

Lesson IX. Hezekiah's Prayer Answered.—What |
messuge did Isaiuh bring to King Hezekiah ?* What
did the king do in his distress? What is the
P.ﬂulmisl‘n benediction to the afflicted? [GOLDEN
Texr.] What promise did the Lord give the k in
answer to prayer ¥ What sign was given to Hezekiah ¥ |

|

LessoN X, The Sinful Nation.—How does the Lord
describe his rebellions people ¥ With what does he |
say he is not satisfied ¥ What does he ask them to put
away ¢ [GoLpeN Texr.] What invitation is given to |
the sinful ¥ What promise to the penitent ?

LessoN XI. The Suffering Saviour.—How is the
promised Saviour described by the prophet? For
whom were these sufferings borne ¥ What burden was
laid upon Jesus? [GoLpEN Texr.] How were these
sufferings borne ?

Lesson XII, The Gracious Invitation.—What
gracious invitation is given # [GoLpeN TExt.] What
remonstrance is given to the worldly ? What are the
steps necessary to pardon ? What is the extent of the
pardon ? By what has God assured his pardon to
men ?

REVIEW SCHEME FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Can you say the GoLpex TEXTs for this quarter ?
1. Fear not— 7. The men of —
2. The things— 8. He did that—
3. Blessed is— 9. The Lord hear—
4. 1 was glad— 10, Cease to do—
5. He being dead— 11, The Lord hath—
6. Arise, go— 12. Ho, every one--

LessoN I.—What did God give Elisha power to know?
Just what the Syrians were going to do. When they
found he was in Dothan what did thle)y do? Sent a
great army at night to surround Dothan. What
happened to them ¥ God made them blind.

LessoN IT.—What did Elisha say when the famine
was great in Samaria ! To-morrow there will be
r'lenly. What happened to the Syrians ¢ They were

ightened and ran away. What did the king do
when he knew they were gone ! He sent and robbed
all their tents, and so there was plenty.

LessoN I1II.—Who was king after Ahab? Jehu,
What did Jehu do? He slew all that was left of
Ahab's family. What did he do with the worshipers
of Baal? He destroyed them all, and burned their
images.

Lessox 1V.—What king repaired the temple ? Je«
hoash, How lon% did Jehoush do what was right in
ﬁo:;u sight? Aslong as the good priest Jeholada

ved.

LessoNn V.—What king went to see Elisha when
Elisha was sick near unto death ¢ Joash. What did
Elisha tell him to do? Open the windows toward
Syria and shoot the arrows, What happened to a
dead man who was thrown into Elijah’s grave u year
after he was buried ¢ He came to life again,

B
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‘ LEssoN VI.—What did God tell Jonah to do ? Goto
Nineveh and preach to the people. Where did he

go instead ¥ Mo sea. What huppened to him for dis.

obeying God ¢ He was thrown overboard and swal.

lowed by a great fish,

Lessox VIIL.—After the fish had thrown Jonah on the
| land where did he go ¥ To Nineveh, as God told him,
| How did the people feel when they heard his preach
ing? They believed his words and repented of their
sl What did God do t Forgave them,

LessoN VIIIL.—Who was the best king Israel had?
Hezekiah. What did hedo ? He destroyed idolatry
| and the people prospered. What became of Samaria ¢
| It was taken by the Syrians, What became of Israel ¥
{ They were carried away prisoners and lost as a
nation.

LessonN IX.—What did Hezekiah pray for when he
was sick ¥ To be made well again. What did the
king of llul){lnn do when he heard he was sick ¥ Sent
presents, What did Hezekiah do? showed all his
treasures to the messengers,

LessoN X.—What did Isaiah say should happen to or
befall the kingdom of Judah for her wickedness?
Her country » be desolate, her cities burned,
and her land devoured by strange What did he
urge them to do? Putaway evil and live for God,
What wounld God do if they truly repented ¥ Make
their hearts white as onow,

LessoN X1.—Whom did Isaiah say should come ? Our
precious Saviour. What would he do for us ¥ Suffer
and die,

LessoN XIL.—Who are invited to come and drink the
water of life ? Every one that thirsteth, When are
we to seek God ¥ Now, while he may be found,

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

owN or Up?

Decl.

1885.

ExPLANATION. This being the last Sunday in 1885, &
design for the blackboard is given, simple in form, but
intended as a closing thought of importance for the
year, The short straight line represents the last day of
the year. The question for decision is, Shall the path-
way of 1886 be upward or downward? Draw the up
line with white chalk, and the down line with red.
Which will it be? Oue must be chosen. Illustrate by
showing the momentum of an object going down an
inclined plane. It goes faster as it goes down.
‘Which will it be for you ? The evil way steadily going
down, or the good way reaching up to a higher life

——

LESSONS FOR JANUARY, 1886,

JAN. 8. Joeiah and the Book of the Law. 2 Kings
2N, 1-13,

JAN. 10, Jeremiah Predicting the Captivity, Jer. 8.
20-22, and 9. 1-16,

JAN. 17, The Faithful Rechabites, Jer. 35, 12-19.

JAN. 24, Captivity of Judah, 2 Kings 1-12,
, JaN. 31 Daniel in Babylon, Dan, 1, 8
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Review Service for the Fourth Quarter.
BY REV. J. L. HURLBUT, D.D.

Leader. To what period of time do these lessons
relate

School.  The lessons of the Fourth Quarter em-
brace & period nearly twice as long as those of the
Third, including about 200 years, from the transla-
tion of Elijah to tiie death of Hezekiah in Judah, or
from 895 to 700 B. C.

Leader. 'To what lands do they relate ?

School. They relute not only to Isracl, but also
to Judah, to Syria, and even to Assyria and Chal-
dea. Thus they require a knowledge of ull the
lands between the Caspian Sea, the Persiun Gulf,
and the Mediterrancan, or most of the Old Testa-
went world, an area about one fourth that of the
United States,

Leader. What historic pictures do they present
tous?

School. We sce Syria, Israc), and Judub strug-
gling for pre-eminence; while on the north-east
Assyria rises, overwhelming and destroying all the
nations  and in the south-east Babylon looms up in
the distance, not yet an actor in the scene, but fore-
seen by the prophet as soon to uppear upon the
stage of events,

Singing.  »

God moves i a mysterious way
His wonders to perform ;

Heplants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

C M

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace ;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And &can his work in vain :

God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plain,

Leader. What four places are prominently
brought before us in these lessons?

[Four scholars come Jorward, and face the
school.]

First Scholar. Samaria is the first city which
these lessons present to us, Here upon the hill of
Shemer stood the capital of the northern kingdom
of Israel. Here stood Jezebel's temple to Baal,
where four hundred idol-priests ministered. Here,
in the time of our lessons, reigned Jehoram, the
son of Ahab, until he was slain in Jehu's sudden
revolution, Here Jehu the fierce reformer destroyed
the idols and burned the temple of Baal, slaying
the priests upon their own altars. Here the Syrians
strove in vain to take the city; but it fell at last
under the mightier hosts of the Assyrians, and with
it fell the kingdom of Israel, never to rise again,

Second Scholar.  Another place brought before
us is Jerusalem, the city of the great king. We
see it standing upon its four hills, beautiful for
situation, and the joy of the earth, At the period
Tepresented in our lessons, we look upon the temple

of God on Mount Moriah, restored by King Joash,
but desecrated by Ahaz ; we behold Hezekiuh lying
upon his couch in prayer, and rising from it with
lengthened life; and we hear the song of Isaiuh
procluiming a coming Redeemer,

Zhird Scholar, The fifth lesson bring us to a
scene whose pluce is unnamed, but it may have
been at Jericho, in the Jordan valley. Here the
king weeps over the dying prophet, and here the
dead bones in the grave stand forth when touched
by the ashes of Elisha.

Fourth Scholar. Our lessons carry us fur from
the sacred pluces of Palestine to a strunge land and
a heathen city, to Nineveh, the mistress of the
Oriental world, standing vpon the Tigris River. It
was an aggregution of four cities, surrounded by a
common wall more than ninety miles long, and in-
closing the palaces, gardens, and dwellings of half
amillion people. Here Jonah preached, hither the
captives from Israel were brought, and from this
city the great kings of Assyria went forth to con-
quer. But soon after the age of our lessons it wus
destroyed, und its empire gave place to that of
Babylon.

Singing. L M
Behold the Christian warrior stand
In all the armor of his God ;
The Spirit’s sword is in his hand,
His feet are with the Gospel shod ;
In panoply of truth complete,
Salvation’s hemlet on his head ;
With righteousness a breast-plate meet,
And faith's broad shield before him spread.
Undaunted to the field he goes ;
Yet vain were skill and valor there,
Unless, to foil his legion foes,
He takes the truest weapon, prayer.

Leader. Let us hear accounts of some of the
most important persons named in our lessons,

[ A class of siz seholars come forward.)

First Scholar. I speak of Elisha, the man of God,
gentle in his character, yet mighty in his deeds,
His prayers brought back life to the dead ; his sight
penetrated to the spiritual world, and enabled him
to see armics of angels; his faith made him calm
and bold when all around him were in despair. On
his death-bed he uttered God’s prophecy of deliv-
erance, and in the grave his ashes wrought a
miracle.

Second Scholar. 1 spenk of Jehu, the revolution-
ist, in whom good and evil traits were mingled.
He was prompt to obey when God called him to
the throne, bold and energetic in his action, and
thorough in his destruction of the Baal-worship.
But all his schemes were for sclf, he had no thought
of God in all hig acts, and though rewarded for his
work, his reward was only of this world,

Third Scholar. 1spesk of Joash, the boy-king
of Judah, The crown pressed his brow while he
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was & ohild of eight years, and while the good priest
Jehoiadu lived his reign was a worthy one. The
idols were torn down, the altar of God smoked
again with the sacrifice, und the temple was re-
stored to its ancient stute. But when the guiding
hand of Jehoinda wus removed, Joash fell under
evil influences, s good becume evil, und his rule
was one continued series of calumities,

Fourth Scholar. 1speak of Jonah, the disciplined
and repenting prophet. Sent by the Almighty to
preach to a heathen city, he disobeyed the command,
and only through storm, and peril, and the sca-
monster’s jaws learned that the way of obedience
is the way of safty. Then, humbled and aguin
aceepted, he bore God’s message of warning, which
led a nation to repentance, and showed that even
heathen hearts have capacity to reccive the Gospel
of salvation,

Fifth Scholar, 1 speak of Hezekinh, the best of
the kings of Judab. Born in an age of wickcdness
and idol-worship, he carly chose the Lord God of
Isracl, and served him faithfully, He opened the
long-closed house of God, reformed the people, and
led the way in the service of the Lord. His
prayers turned back the tide of Assyrian invasion,
and gave him life when about to die. In all the
history of the kingdom there is no name more bright
and no carcer more noble.

Sixth Scholar. 1 speak of Isainh, the evangelical
prophet. Living seven centuries before Christ, he
saw through the coming gloom the light and glory
beyond. He beheld a sinner at once divine and
human, with all the royalty of David, yet burdened
with sorrow, hanging upon the cross, and laid
within the tomb, His prophecies are the clearest
of any in the volume of inspiration, and they have
cheered the hearts of multitudes in all ages,

Singing. . 8 M

Our sins on Christ were lnid ;
He bore the mighty load ;

Our ransom-price he fully paid
In groans, and tears, and blood.

To save a world, he dies ;
Sinners, behold the Lamb !

To him lift up your longing eyes ;
Seek mercy in his name.

Pardon and peace abound ;
He will your sins forgive ;
Salvation in his name is found,—
He bids the sinner live.

Leader. Let us now repeat the Titles and Golden
Texts of the Lessons for the past quarter,

[Let the Superi dent give the ber of each
lesson, the boys respond with the Title, and the
girls follow with the Golden Text.]

Leader. The first lesson.

Boys. Elisha at Dothan,

@irls. Fear not; for they that be with us are
more than they that be with them. 2 Kings 6. 16.

Leader. The sccond lesson.

Boys. The Fumine in Samaria,

Girls.  The things which arc impossible with
men are possible with God, Luke 18, 27,

Leader. The third lesson.

Boys. Jehu's False Zeul,

Girls, Blessed is the man that walketh not iy
the counsel of the ungodly. Psa, 1, 1,

er. The fourtﬂ lesson.

Boys.  The Temple Repaired.

@irls. 1 was glad when they said unto me, le
us go into the house of-the Lord. Psa, 122, 1.

Leader, The fifth lesson,

Boys.  Death of Elisha.

Girls. He, being dead, yet speaketh, Heb. 11.4,

Leader. The sixth lesson,

Boys.  The Story of Jonah.

Girls.  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
ery against it. Jonah 1. 2,
Leader. 'The seventh lesson.
LBoys.  Effect of Jonul's preaching.
Girls, The men of Nineveh shall rise up in the
judg with this g ion, and shall d
it: for they rcpented at the preaching of Jonah;
and behold a greater than Jonah is here, Luke
11, 82,

Leader. The cighth lesson.

Boys. Hezekiah’s Good Reign,

@irls. He did that which was right in the sight
of the Lord. 2 Kings 18, 3.

Leader. The ninth lesson.

Boys. Hezekial’s Prayer Answered,

@irls, 'The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble,
Psa. 20, 1.

Leader, The tenth lesson.,

Boys, The Sinful Nation,

@irls. Cease to do cvil; learn to do well, Isa
1. 16, 17.

Leader. The eleventh lesson,

Boys. The Suffering Suviour.

Girls. The Lord hath laid on lim the iniquity
of usall. Isa. 53. 6.

Leader. The twelfth lesson,

Boys. The Gracious Invitation,

@irls. Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to
the waters, Isa, 65, 1.

Singing. S M
The Spirit, in our hearts,
Is whispering, * Sinner, come: *
The bride, the Church of Christ, proclaims
To all his children, ** Come | "

Let him that heareth say
To all about him, * Come ! "

Let him that thirsts for righteousness,
To Christ, the fountain, come !

Yea, whosoever will,
O let him freely come,

And freely drink the stream of life;
"Tis Jesus bids him come.
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Liessons and Grolden Texts for 1886,
First Quarter,
Studies in Jewish History,
Leasc

L .il;;l‘. 3.~JOSIAH AND THE BOOK OF THE LAWw.
2 Kings 22, 1-18, Commit vs. 13. GOLDEN TEXT:
He did that which was right in the sight of the
lord. 2 Kings 22, 2,

11, Jan. 10.—JEREMIAH PREDICTING THE CAPTIVITY.
Jer. 8. 20-2, and 9. 1-16. Commit vs, 20-22,
GOLDEN TEXT: The harvest is past, the summer is
ended, and we are not saved. Jer. 8, 20,

1L Jan. 17.—~THE FAITHFUL RECHABITES, Jer. 85,
12-19. Commit vs, 18, 19, GOLDEN TEXT: For un-
to this day they drink none, but obey their father's
commandment. Jer. 85, 14,

1V, Jan. 24.—CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH. 2 Kings 25, 1-12,
Commit vs, 11,12, GOLDEN TEXT: By the rivers
of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when
we remembered Zion. Psa. 187, 1,

V. Jan. 31.—DANIEL IN BABYLON. Dan. 1. 8-21,
Commit vs. 20, 21, GOLDEN TEXT: Wherewithal
shall a young man cleanse his way ? by taking heed
thereto according to thy word. Psa. 119, 9,

VL Feb. 7.—THE FIERY FURNACE. Dan. 3. 16-25,
Commit vs. 16-18, GOLDEN TEXT: Our God whom
we serve i8 able to deliver us from the burning
flery furnace. Dan. 8, 17,

VII. Feb. 14.—THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL, Dan.
5, 1-12, and 25-28. Commit vs. 3-6. GOLDEN TEXT:
Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found
wanting. Dan. 5. 27,

VIIL Feb, 21.—THE SECOND TEMPLE. Ezra 1. 1-4,and
8. 8-13. Commit vs. 2-4. GOLDEN TEXT: They
praised the Lord, because the foundation of the
house of the Lord was laid. Ezra 3, 11,

IX. Feb. 28,—NEHEMIAH'S PRAYER. Neh. 1, 1-11,
Commit vs. 8, 9. GOLDEN TEXT: Give us help
from trouble: for vain is the help of man. Psa.
108, 12,

X. March 7.—READING THE LAw. Neh. 8. 1-12,
Commit vs. 8-10, GOLDEN TEXT: So they read in
the book, in the law of God distinetly, and gave
the sense, and caused them to understand the read-
ing. Neh. 8.8,

XI. March 14.—ESTHER'S PETITION. Esther4,10-17, and
5. 1-3. Commit vs. 1-8. GOLDEN TEXT: 8o will I
2o in unto the king, which is not according to law :
and if I perish, I perish, Esther 4. 16,

XII. March 21.—MESSIAH'S MESSENGER. Mal. 8, 1-6,
and 4. 1-6.  Commit 8. 1-8, GOLDEN TEXT: Be-
hold, I will send my messenger, and he shall pre-
pare the way before me. Mal. 8, 1,

XIII. March 28.—REVIEW ; or, Missionary, Temperance,
or other Lesson selected by the school.

Second Quarter,
Studies in the Writings of John,
L April 4—~THE WORD MADE FLESH. John 1, 1-18,
* Commdt vs. 1-5. GOLDEN TEXT: The Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us. John 1. 14,

IL April 11.—~THE FIRST DISCIPLES, John 1, 35-51,
Commit vs, 40-42. GOLDEN TEXT: The two dis-
ciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.
John 1. 87,

IIL April 18.~THE FIRST MIRACLE. John 2, 1-11,
Commit vs. 1-5. GOLDEN TEXT: This beginning
of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and man-

ifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed
on him. John 2, 11,

Lesson

IV, April 25,—JESUS AND NICODEMU
Commit vs. 14-16.  GOLDEN ']
born again. John 3.

V. May 2.—JESUS AT THE WELL, John 4, 5-26. Com-
mit vs. 23-26, GOLDEN TEXT: God is a Spirit;
and they that worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth. John «, 24,

VI. May 9.—SOWING AND RuAPING. John 4, 2742,
Commit vs. 3538, GOL_EN TEXT: One soweth,
and another reapeth. Jooa 4. 37,

VI May 16,—THE NOBLEMAN'S S8ON. John 4, 43-B4.
Commit vs, 48-51, GOLDEN TEXT: Jesus saith unt.
him, Go thy way ; thy son liveth. John 4. 50,

VIIL. May 23.—JESUS AT BETHESDA. Jobn 5. 5-18
Commit vs. 6-9. GOLDEN TEXT: WIilt thou b
made whole? John b, 6,

IX. May 30.—JESUS FEEDING FIVE THOUSAND. John
6.1-21. Commit*vs. 9-11, GOLDEN TEXT: Jesus
said unto them, I am the bread of life. John 6, 85,

X, June 6.—JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE. John 6, 22
40. Commit vs. 2-20. GOLDEN Tkxr: Lord,
evermore give us this bread. John 6, 34,

XL June 13.—JESUS THE CHRIST. John 7. 87-52.
Commit vs. 43-46. GOLDEN TEXT: Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God. Matt. 16, 16,

XIL June 20.—JESUS AND ABRAHAM. John 8, 31-38,
and 44-59. Commit vs, 82-36. GOLDEN TEXT:
Your father Abrabam rejoiced to see my day: and
he saw it, and was glad. John 8, 56,

XIII. June 2/.—REVIEW ; orf Missionary, Temper-
ance, or other Lesson selected by the school.

John 3. 1-18,
T: Ye must be

Third Quarter,
Studies in the Writings of John,

L. July 4.—JESUS AND THE BLIND MAN. John 9.1-17,
Commit ve, 144, GOLDEN TEXT: One thing I
know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. John
9. 25,

II. July 11.—JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD. John 10,
1-18, Commit vs. 14-16, GOLDEN TEXT: I am the
good shepherd : the good shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep. John 10, 11,

111 July 18.~THE DEATH OF LAZARUS. John 11,1-16.
Commit vs. 144, GOLDEN TEXT: Our friend Laza-
rus sleepeth ; but I go, that I may awake him out
of sleep. John 11, 11,

IV, July 25.—~THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS. John
11, 17-44, Commit vs, 23-26. GOLDEN TEXT: Je-
sus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the
life. John 11,25, |

V. Aug. 1.—JESUS HONORED. John 12, 1-16. Commit
©8.12-16, GOLDEN TEXT : Hosanna: Blessed is the
King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.
John 12, 13,

VI. Aug. 8.—GENTILES SBEEKING JESUS. John 12, 20-36,
Commit vs. 23-25, GOLDEN TEXT: And I,if I be
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me-
John 12, 32,

VIL Aug. 15.—JESUS TEACHING HUMILITY. John 13,
1-17. Commit vs. 13-16. GOLDEN TEXT: If ye
know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.
John 13, 17,

VIIL Aug. 22 —~WARNING TOJUDAS AND PETER. John
13, 21-38. Commit vs. 30-33. GOLDEN TEXT:
W let him that he take
heed lest he fall. 1 Cor, 10. 12,

IX. Aug. 20.—JESUS COMFORTING HIS DISCIPLES,

# John 14, 1-14, Commit vs. 1-6, GOLDEN TEXT: Let
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, be-
lieve also in me. John 14, 1,
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X JESUS THE TRUE VINE. John 15, 1-16,
v8, 4-6. GOLDEN TEXT: I am the vine, ye

are the branches. John 15, 5,

XL Sept. 12.—THE MISSION OF THE SPIRiT. John 16,
5-20. Commit vs. 8-11, GOLDEN TEXT: He will
guide you into all truth, John 16, 13,

XIL Sept. 19.—~JESUS INTERCEDING, John 17. 1-26,
Commit vs, ¥0-24, GOLDEN TEXT: He ever liveth
0 make intercession for them. Heb, 7. 25.

XIIL. Sept. 26.—REVIEW ; or, Missionary, Temperance,
or other Lesson%elected by the school.

Fourth Quarter.
Studies in the Writings of John,

I Oct. 8.—JESUS BETRAYED. John 18, 1-14, Com-
mit ve, 4-8. GOLDEN TEXT: The Son of man is
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Mark 14, 41,

1L Oct. 10.—JESUS BEFORE PILATE. John 18, 28-40.
Commit vs, 36-38. GOLDEN TEXT: I find in him
no fault at all, John 18, 88,

111, Oct. 17.—JESUS DELIVERED T0 BE CRUCIFIED, John
19, 1-16.  Commit vs. 14-16. GOLDEN TEXT: Then
delivered he him therefore unto them to be cru-
cifled. John 19, 16,

IV. Oct. 24.—JESUS CRUCIFIED. John 19, 17-80. Com-
mit vs. 17-19. GOLDEN TEXT: It Is finished. John
19. 30. .

V. Oct. 31.—JEsus RIgeN.  Jobn 20, 1-18.  Commit
v8. 15-17. GOLDEN TEXT: The Lord fs risen in-
deed, and hath appeared to 8imon. Luke 24, 84,

VI. Nov. 7.—~THOMAS CONVINCED. John 20, 19-81,
Comntit ve.26-28, GOLDEN TEXT: And Thomas an-
swered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
John 20, 28.

VIL Nov. 14.—PETER RESTORED. John 21.4-19, Com-
mit vs, 15-17. GOLDEN TEXT: He saith unto him,
Feed my lambs. John 21. 15,

VIIL Nov. 21,—WALKING IN THE LIGHT. 1 John 1.5-10,
and 2.1-6. Commit 1.7-9. GOLDEN TEXT: If we
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fel-
lowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 1 John
LY

IX. Nov. 38.—~JOHN'S VISION OF CHRIST. Rev. 1, 4-18,
Commit vs, 4-6. GOLDEN TEXT: I am he that liv-
eth, and was dead: and, behold, T am alive for
evermore. Rev. 1, 18,

X. Dec. 5.—~WORSHIPING GOD AND THE LAMB. Rev,
5. 1-14. - Commit vs. 11-13, GOLDEN TEXT: Bless-
ing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him
that sitteth upon the throne, andunto the lamb, for
everand ever. Rev. 5, 13,

XI. Dec. 12.—~THE SAINTS IN HEAVEN. Rev. 7. 9-17,
Commit vs. 13-15. GOLDEN TEXT: Therefore
are they before the throne of God, and serve him
day and night in his temple. Rev. 7. 15,

XIL Dec. 19.~THE GREAT INVITATION. Rev. 22, 8-21,
Commit vs. 16, 17.  GOLDEN TEXT: The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. Rey.
2,21,

XIIL. Dec. 20.—REVIEW ; or, Missionary, Temper-
ance, or other Lesson selected by the school,

—— iesmions
Gowp is the only idol that is worshiped in all

lands without a temple, and by all sects withdht
hypoerisy.

Book Notices.

The Period of the Reformation, 1517 to 1648. By Lud.
wig Hitusser. Edited by Willelm Oncken, Professor f
History atthe University of Geissen. Translated by Mrs
G.Sturge. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. T
lectures here given were delivered by Professor Hiusser
about twenty-five years ago, und were published in Gey.
man in 1868 from shorthand notes taken by Professor
Oncken. They were translated into English about fiy,
years after, and are now given in one bulky volume of
seven hundred pages. They comprise a period iy
Church history which must alwaye be regarded with
interest by every student, and the views of differeny
authors help to a correct appreciation of the events
narrated. Hilusser’s history should havea place anong
the rest.

Principles of Political Economy. By Simon New.
comb, Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of Mathematics, Unite
States Navy; Professor in the Johns Hopking Univey.
sity. New York: Harper & Brothers, Professor New.
comb here aims to set forth the principles of Politicy
Economy in a scientific form. He brings to the discussjo,
a mind accurately trained in scientific researeh in Other
fields of thought. The volume is divided into four
booke: 1. Logical Busis and Method of Economi;
Science. TL. Description of the Social Organism,
111 The Laws of Supply and Demand. IV. The Socje.
tary Circalation. V. Applications of Economic Scieye
An Addendum containing a summary of the leudiyg
economic principles set forth aids very materially iy,
clear understanding of the work.

Political Evolution ; or, From Poverty to Compelenes
By C. A. Washburn, Philadelphia: J, B, Lippincott &
Company. Some of the points of friction in the govery.
mental machinery of our republic are forcibly noted Ty
the writer of this volume. By long experience in polit.
ical life and by careful study of our governmenta! )
tem he is qualified to speak advisedly on these subjects
By some of the radical changes he proposes he would
simplify and purify the present mode of electing the
President, and would o change the modes of taxation
Asto equalize the burdens borne by tax-paying citizens.
The book should be read by all who wish to keep ue-
quainted with the trend of political thought and dis-
cussion in our day.

The Writings and Speeches of Samuel J. Tilden. Fi.
ited by John Bigelow. Intwo volumes. New York:
Harper & Brothers. Mr. Tilden has been in public life
for half a century, and during that time has had lurge
ehare in the discussion of political, eivil, and socsl
questions, In these volumes his views on these ques.
tions are put into a permanent form fitted for reference.
The work exhibits the characteristic styleof its author,
and will form a valuable addition to any library, pub-
lic or private, which is designed to have a collection of
political writings, .

Upon a Cast. By Charlotte Dunning, New York:
Harper & Brothers. This is what is commonly known
as a ‘“‘society novel.” The principal charscters qre
taken from people of wealth, or thogse who have beén
such, It comes up to the average of such works,

The Song Budget. A Collection of Songs and Music
for Schools and Ed G Compiled by
E. V. DeGraff, AM. dto, pp. 76. Syracuse, N, Y.: C.
W. Bardeen. 15 cents. This is a new edition of an old
collection, of which it is said a hundred thousand copies
have been sold. Its songs have been carefully chosen
from all sources, and many of them were favorites

““when we were boys."




