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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL
or THE

LITERARY AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
or

QUEBEC,
FOR 1866.

In presenting the Annual Report of the Literary and His­
torical Society, your Council have the pleasure of being able 
to state that, notwithstanding many difficulties and drawbacks, 
a review of the past year presents much that is cheering and 
satisfactory. Many new members have joined the Society, 
several papers have been read, some of them valuable and 
highly practical, and the average attendance at the stated 
and monthly meetings has bven such as to give evidence of 
the value and efficacy of the Society, the public consideration 
it meets with, and the healthy vitality with which it is endowed. 
During the past year a new volume of the Transactions has 
been published, comprising—so far as local matters are con­
cerned—a most valuable paper upon the island of Anticosti and 
its resources, by Mr. Roche, and Meteorological Observations, 
taken with great accuracy and regularity at Quebec, by 
Captain Noble, of the Royal Artillery, and Mr. Campbell. 
Of the papers laid before the meetings during the past year, 
several arc now in course of publication, and, the proof sheets
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having been revised by the Printing Committee, a new volume 
will shortly be ready for the public. The Library ie now 
correctly classified, and a catalogue has been framed by Mr. 
Gooch (who ably performed a similar duty for Trinity College 
library at Dublin), under the efficient superintendence of your 
actfvp Librarian, ftSr. Fletcher, now, unfortunately for us, 
resident at Toronto. For the prizes offered by the Society, 
there have been few competitors. In the department of 
Science and Art, a silver medal has been adjudged to Mr. 
Walker, for an Essay upon Architecture ; but it is to bo 
regretted that so much apathy exists as to compel your Council 
to the reluctant avowal that not one essay upon the Aboriginal 
History of Canada—no poetical effort—no works of literature, 
have btifm «Wt 34 fur competition, ft will be for ou- succes­
sors to pwlensvctr to find the caps* of such unwillingness on the 
part ef-Mw public to enter the lists of literature, and to remedy 
the dufact. Yopr Council have to regret the departure of the 
Government for T<ycmto, by which they have lost the co-opera- 
tion of many valuable members end officers of the Society—their 
late President, hjh*. Meredith, included. It is satisfactory to 
know that nearly all who have left US thus compulsorily, retain 
their flames upon the lists of members, and, though absent, 
entertain for the -Society that interest in its welfare which cha­
racterised thorn while resident among us. An application to 
the Board of Ordnance for a grant of land, has been unsuccess­
ful, the reply being to the effect that this was not advisable, as 
the Head Quarters were to be removed here. Your Council, 
would urge on their successors to renew this application to the 
War Office (the Board of Ordnance being abolished) on the 
gtound that it is not now intended to make Quebec the Head 
Quarters Station.
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Our grant of money Las not been increased by the Provincial 
Government last year, and your Council have still to express 
their regret that no compensation has been made them from the 
public chest for the heavy loss sustained by the Society in the 
destruction of its valuable museum, and the damage done to the 
library and their property on the 1st February, 1854, when the 
Parliament House was burnt. They recommend their succes­
sor» to press this claim vigorously, and tc endeavor to have it 
brought before the House of Parliament during the coming 
Session.

In giving up their trust, your Council can report tliat on the 
whole the interests of the Society have thriven in their hands, 
and that if in the last year’s report there was found occasion 
for exultation, there can in this year’s be found none for des. 
pondency ; it only now remains for them to express the sincere 
wish that under the guardianship of those who may be selected 
as Council for 1856, the Society may be built up so as to 
render it less dependent upon appeals to the public,—dinner in 
the energy of its members, more widely known in the ability 
and value of its published transactions, secure and self-reliant.

H. G. SAVAGE,

Vice President.
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«MSUJIRM’S 1EP®1T, I18B8.

Your Treasurer for 1855, begs to report, That the Society 
has not made all the progress that could be desired, 
towards recovering from the effects of the loss sustained by 
the disastrous fire of the vear preceding that which has just 
closed.

The Annual Grant of Fifty Pounds from the Provincial 
Government has, under the circumstances, proved inadequate 
towards placing the Society on its former footing.

The following names have been added to the roll of the So­
ciety since the last Annual Meeting—The Honble. Attorney 
General McDonald, F. T. Roche, George Desbarats, Charles 
Walker,Hammond Gowen, Capt. Walter Serocold, Wm. Ches- 
sell, Richard Peniston White, Jas. Dunbar, Jas. Martin, M. D.,
H. N. S. Shrapnell and Edouard Glackemeyer, Esquires,—
Associate Members ; and Major T. E. Campbell, C. B. of 
St. Hilaire, C. E., Professor Cherriman of Toronto University 
C. W. and P. S. Hamilton, of Halifax, Nova Scotia.—Cor­
responding Members. The total number ol Members, at 
present composing the Society, is as follows :—Ordinary Mem­
bers, three ; Life Members, two ; Associate Members, sixty- 
four ; Corresponding Members, twenty two ; Honorary Mem­
bers, six.

Out of eight subscriptions of resident members standing over 
from the year 1854, your Treasurer has obtained payment of >
three, and forty five out of sixty during the past year, leaving 
fifteen to be collected by his successor in office. Several of 
these subscriptions arc owing by gentlemen who have left the
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city and now reside in Montreal or Canada West, and from 
some of the number your Treasurer has received promise of 
early settlement.

The accession of new members will in some measure com­
pensate for the withdrawal of so many connected with the Seat 
of Government ; but your Treasurer hopes to see a greater 
increase during the coming year, as the present revenue admits 
of but little expenditure beyond that requisite for the regular 
issue of the Society's transactions, and keeping the Rooms open 
to the Members throughout the year.

The Expenditure, according to the statement herewith sub­
mitted, seems large, but part of the heaviest items are balances 
of accounts remaining due since the year of the Fire.

The available funds at this date are as follows :

General Fund,............................ £ 55 13 5
Historical Document Fund,.........  61 11 10
And Life Member’s Fund,........... 10 0 0

Total................................................£127 5 3

G. T. CARY, 

jj Treasurer.

Quebec, 7th January, 1856.



financial Statement of tl}e historical Society of (Stnebec, fax tlje year ending 9tt) January, 1856.
"18557
Dec. 31. To,paid Printing Traineetiona.

Compiling Catalogue,..........
Furnitueaj balance of 1854 acets. 
Rent from Mag 1854 to Hovem.

ber 1855................,..............
Insurance on £%0 in Æton Office 
Salary of Assistant Secretary... 
Books, Stationary, Printing and 

Advertisements

'3219

Engraving Diploma & 100 copies 
Paid Historical Documents Fond,

19 th February..........
Miscellaneous Expenses..............
Balance on hand. General Fund, |

18 0 
5 12

101

.351
E3o:

5513

1855.
Dec. 31. By Balance from last years General Fund,

« Three Subscriptions for 1854..............
“ Forty-five do. for 1865...............
u Paid from Historical Document Fund, 
“ Annual grant from Government..
“ Interest on General Fund............
“ Do. on Historical Document Fund,

1721i

50
1
3

£ 360 10 9
i

E. fit O. E. Quebec, 7th January, 1858,

G. T. CART, Treasurer, fc. &H. 8.

Examined and found correct, excepting two slight errors-ameont-. 
ing to seven shillings, making a balance to lg carried ferwuid 08 
£56 0 5.

WILLIAM ANDREW,< ANTROBUS HOLWELL, \ Auditors.

Quebec, 9th JannaryktB55.

General Fund in Savings, Bank, £ 55 13 5

Historical Document Fund, do, .. 61 11 18

Life Hember> Fund, dg. .. 10 q ■ o

s ià a - 3
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REP )iiT OF THE CURATOR OF MUSEUM,

Hitherto it hqp been the pleasing duty of your Curator of 
Museum and his predecessors, annually to report the well 
ordered condition of, together with the numerous additions, by 
donations and purchases, made to your Museum, of objects in 
the different departments ol Natural History, Mechanical Arts, 
Manufactures, Inventions, Natural and Artificial Curiosities, 
all of which were unfortunately consumed in the calamitous, 
fire by which the Parliament Buildings in tikis City were laid 
in ruins ; notwithstanding the must strenuous and praiseworthy 
efforts by many ol your Members and others to save them. 
Their exertions were injelfectual from the rapid progress ol the 
flames, 'nving to the neglect ol any prudent precautions in the 
construction of that building to arrest the pregress of fire in the 
event of such an accident, as well as from the inconvenient and 
almost inaccessible portion of the building allotted to your 
Society for your Museum, which was in the uppermost story.

Where so, many articles, the careful collection ol thirty 
years, commencing with the foundation of your Society, have 
been lost ; and many of them, being very rare, can never be 
replaced; while others, being the donations of many deservedly 
esteemed Members now no more, affording as they did, the 
most substantial evidence of their zeal for the encouragement 
of the laudable and beneficial objects of your Institution, from 
which so much public benefit may be expected, possessed an 
intrinsic value that cannot be represented by a money rate, and 
served as worthy incitements for their successors to imitate :—

Your Curator has considered it his duty to lay before you in 
this report the following estimate of the value of the property

li
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belonging to the department under his care, lost on the occasion 
mentioned above. The estimate thus submitted can only be 
considered as an approximation.

Value of Birds and Cases....................... .. £1000 0 0
<i Animals, Fishes and Reptiles,.. 350 0 0

« Minerals, and Geological Speci-
mens and Cases..................... 500 0 0

« Shells and Fossils, in glass cases 200 0 0
<1 Objects in Mechanical Arts,

Manufactures, Inventions, Na-
tural and Artificial Curiosities, 250 0 0

II Coinsand Cases......................... 100 0 0
M One Cabinet of Botanical Col-

lections, in drawers............ 50 0 0
« Furniture.,............................... 50 0 0

£2500 0 0

The whole respectfully submitted.

R. H. RUSSELL, M. D.,

Curator of Museum of the 
Quebec Literary and Historical Society.

Quebec, 9th January, 1856.
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DONATIONS RECEIVED, 1855.

“ Kugler's Handbook of Painting, ”—2 vola.
[From His Excellency Sir Edmund Head, Governor General

“ Statement of Arrival» of Vessel* at Quebec from 1764 
to 1854,”—

[From the Honble. H. Black.

“ Proceeding» of the Royal Society, Vol. 7, No. 8,”—
[From Capt. Noble, R. A.

‘ Guizot's Life of Cromwell."
“ Macintosh's Military Tour thro' the Crimea and the Seat 

of War."
“ Slavery on the African Coast."
“ Hack's Travels in Tartary, Thibet, 8fC."

“ Annual of Scientific Discover y, 1854.
“ Scientific Annual, 1852 and 1853,”
“ Year Book of Fact», 1852, 1853”’—

[From T. D. Harington, Esq.

“ Public Account» of the Province of Canada for 1853.”
“ Annual Report of the Post Master General of Canada, 

1853 and 1854.
“ Return of the Clerk of Chancery, shewing Votes polled 

in each County."
“ Documents submitted by the Bureau of Agriculture to 

the Legislature."
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“ Report of the Superintendant of Education, Low a 
Canada”

“ The Seigniorial Tenure of Canada, and Plan of Com­
mutation, by J. C. Taché.”

“ Trade and Navigation of Canada, for 1853.”
“ Census of Canada, 1851 and 1852, Vol. II.”—

[From G. B. Faribault, Esq.

“ Costume (parts)of Hotsawatti, Huron Indian Chief”
“ Ancient Cushionfrom Lorette Indian Church,”
“ Registers of Cholera Interments at Quebec, in 1849 and 

1851,”—
[From Robt. Symes, Esq.

“ Papers on the Corps of Royal Engineers.
“ TAe Night Side of Nature.”
“ Russia as it is,” by Gwzowski,”
“ Cornhill to Cairo,—by Titmarsh.”
“ Hard Times,”—

[From Lieut. Savage, R. E., Vice-President.

“ Faust, a Dramatic Pam, by Gaths 
“ The Bloodstone”—

[From N. H. Bowen, •«'sq.

*‘ Correspondence between the Chief Superintendent of 
Schools,C. fV.,and other persons, on separate Schools.' 

“ Scott's Dœmonology.'’
11 Copper Ore specimen from Leeds, Megantic,”—

[From F. N. Boxer, Esq.
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“ Observations on a Union of the Colonies of B. jY. 
America, by P. S. Hamilton, oj Halifax, N. S.”—

[From theAuthor

“ Report of the Superintendent of Education,^ for the year 
1854,—

[From the Honble. P. J. O- Chauveau.

“ Meteorological Observations at Magnetic Observatory of 
Madras in the years 1846, 1850, 1851.”—

[From the Honble. the East India Co.

“ Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 1853, 
1854.”—

[Fromthe Royal Society, Edinburgh.

“ Discourse on Life and Times of Dr. Howland, by E. B. 
Hall, D. D ”—

[From Rhode Island Historical Society.

“ History of Oxford University from the death of William 
the Conqueror to the demise of Queen Elizabeth.”—

[From Thomas Cary, Esq.

“ Gazetteer of the County of Oxford, C. W.,and History *' 
of the same, with a Map, and a Portrait of the Hon. 
Francis Hincks, M. P. P.”

“ A specimen of Water-proof Cloth from the Sandwich 
Island.”—

[From Mr. G. T. Cary.
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LIST OF PAPERS
READ SINCE THE LAST ANNUAL REPORT.

1855.
January 17.—On the History of Quebecfrom the earliest times, 

by Lieut. Savage, R, E.
February 6 —On the Height of Mountains, Lt. Ranken, R. E. 

“ 26.—On the History of British Poetry, by Lieut. 
Savage, R. E.

March 7.—On Russian America, by A. R. Roche, Esq,
,l 21.—Propositions for conducting the affairs of the 

Society, by F. N. Boxer, Esq. 
r‘ 21.—A proposal for extending the Trade of the 

Province, by A. R. Roche, Esq.
April 4.—On the connection between Astronomy and Navi­

gation, by Lieut. Ashe.
“ 25.—On the River Saguenay, and Lake St. John and 

the surrounding country, by F. N. Boxer, Esq. 
October 17.—Reminiscences of the Boundary Survey in 

1843, by F. N. Boxer, Esq.
Nov. 7.—On Entomology, by Lieut. Savage, R. E.

à



DATS OF MEETING.

Genual Monthly Meetings ire held it FOUR, P. M., on the second 
WEDNESDAY of every month throughout the year.

Stated Miennes, for literary and scientific purposes, are held at Halt- 
Past SEVEN o’clock, P. M., on the first and third WEDNESDAY of every 
month in the year.

GEO. T. CARY,

Assistant Secretary

1
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