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THE FREE PRESS.

Vor. 1.] MoNTagAL, Tuurspar, 30th Jan. 1823, [No. 15.

Tolidem nolts anumwque manusque. VIRGIL.

Now with united hands and hearts we stand ;
Arnd stand or fall together. ,

¢ Burlington, 21th Jan.

*1 have most warmly to congratulate my veaders, and all the
1eal well-wishers of both the proviaces of Lower and Upper
Cuuada, upon the result of the deliberations of the Legislative
Council, sud of the House of Assembly. on the subject of the
unton. The tiiumphant majority with which the address a-
gaost that odious measure, was carnied o the House of Assem-
bly, 32to 3, was to be expected fiom their well-tried patriot-
ism, their known firmness, aud enhghtened disctimination; but
1t is a most exhilexating surpnise, a matter of unexpected exul.
tation to the Oanadiansand their friends, and at the same time,
a deathblow to the hopes and machipations of their epemies,
to find that good seuse, sound judgement and the love of coun-
try, huve, in this instance, got the better in the Upper House,
ot the spirit of wttigue, and prejudice, and have drawn from
their bosoms all vile ambition of place and profit, and that nox-
fous desire of power and influence which hss too often before
obscured their better judgements, silenced their cobsciences,
smothered their virtuous feelings, and driven them into the
arms of the Execulive, the subservient muisters to cast shackles
upon the freedom of their country. Once aroused to 50 noble
an exertion, 1 trust they will coutione on in their career of true
patriotism, and deserve well of ther conutry, by goiog heart
and hand with the Commons house, and by sturdily maiutaig.
ing the people’s undoubted privileges to grant thewr owa money,
for what, to whom and for what period, they think proper,
consult the frue interests of both the monarch and the subiject,
That 50 largze & majority as 15 to 5, (I speak of the resolu-
tions of the Legislative Counci), passed 1w a Committee of the
whole hvuse, on the 22d instaut, for the proceediogs of the 254
when the address was to be proposed, and no doubt was enter.
taiaed of its meeting with a large majority, have aot yet reach-
ed me) should have appeared in the council, against the pro-
jected uvion, is truly exhlerating to reflect on. It 15 indeed an
absolute majority, for though the council cousists of 30 memp-
bers,four are in Epgland, aud 14, therefore, form an ahsolute
majority.
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"Had Mr. James Stuait remsined a fev days longerin Cana-
da, he nght Bave beeu spared the jourrey, and bis upten-pe-
titions, with their ten thousand signatures of educated and awell
wformed persons of British origan or descent, ( Yaukees, boys,
and all) might have been cut up into taylor’s measures, or u-
sed to shiffen bonoets. I'he Scotch facuop must now bury all
their hopes in silence, and swallow down all their omiuous an-
ticipations of success, It will be ahard gulp; but there 15 po-
thing else they can do; for they will pot surely have the fatuity
to suppose that the Imperial parliament, or His Majesty’s en-
Yightened ministers, would for ore moment entertain a thought
of pressiog forward a measure, condemned and petitioned a-
gainst, not only by animmense majority of the numerical popu-
fation of both provinces, by a still greater propoationate mejor-
ity of the education, learping, and talents that exists in them,
{for really it is most laughable to hear these ignorant shopboys,
these upstart pedlars, porters, and counterjumpers, babble a-
beut education and learning, as if they could know what even
the meaning of those woids are,) but hkewise by both the hou-
ses constitutang our promncial parhament.

Having agan touched on the comparative degrees of educa-
tion which exist between the Canadian gentry, and the Scotch
adventmers by whom they are vihfied; I have hkewise to
congratulate the country in general, but particularly our educa-
ted and well informed brethren of British origin or descent, on
the prospect that now exisls for the establishment of the Mc
Gill umiversity, at Montreal, Wheao that is established, and
a0t Bl then, can we hope to sec any thing hike Jearning, or in-
telligence (beyond the science of arithmetic, and the cunning of
trade Jamongst the British part of the commumty in Capada. Per~
fectly do I comncide with the sentiments expressed by a recently
established paper, which, though avowedly espousing the cause
of the cducated and well informed persons of British origin or
descent, who are advocates for the union. most unforwnately
for the credit of their education and wnformation, lets the cat
out of the bag in the followig paragraph.

“The hope wlich this decision” {the judgement given o the
court of Kwg’s Beuch 1z favour of the heirs of Mc@ill,) “holds
out, that ere many years, we shall enjoy the begefit of a semi-
nary of learning, in which our youth may be educated, without
the trouble, expense, and auxiety, which parents must suffer, in
seoding them abroad, is'truly flattering, and must give satisfac-
tion to those whoe have any interest 1o the country, or who look
upon this land as their permsnent home. Perhaps nothing has
been more prejudicial to the nterests of the coustry, than the
entire want of some similar iostitution to that which the gener-
ous and discerning peison contemplated io his patrotic bequest™
{of laud to bwld, aud money to endow, a college ;) “‘nor can
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there be any doubt that such a deficiency has deprived many
a map of talents, of that education which would have been be-
stowed upon him by his parents, had circumstances admitted it.”

"l'rue, aud hence the general miserable deficiency of educa-
tion to be found 10 the British Canadien youth, which this wri-
ter has thus inadvertently acknowledged. )

The unson may now be considerad as defunct, and we may
therefore, attend to those things which press upon us of a sub-
ordwmate nature; and which will probanly form objects of- dis-
cussion during the present session of our legislature.

One, will be the consideration of that act of parliameot, by
which the pecuniary differences between the two provinces are
endeavoured to be adjusted, by supreme authonty,

Much may be said on this subject, but as a preliminary, to-
wards entering more at Jarge upou it, I consider the republica-
tion of a letter which appeared in April last, immediately after
the report of the commissioners for adjusung those differences
had been made public, a fit introduction; ss the cogent and
close reasening of the wnter of that leiter, will afford a theme
for sayiog almost all that it may be now requisite to say on the
matter.

It 1s as follows:

“The publication of the report- of the Commissioners. of
Lower Canaa, relative to the financial differences between the
two provinces, has thrown cousiderable light on a subject, until
now enveloped in mystery, and which has for some time been,
in Upper Canada, the theme of abuse against this province.

«“From the perusal of the correspoadence it appears to have
been conducted-with much-temper, but- with a determined ad-
hereuce to principles so oppesite in their nature a5 1o Jeave no
hope of a speedy adjustment of those differences.

“Has or has not Upper Cabada a right ofstransit- through
Lower Canada? The answer is obvious, aud 1t is not demed
by the Commissioners; nay, had it not been formally recogniz-
ed by a resolution of the Assembly of Lower Canada, we ques-
tion if 1t would have beeo very honourable to have quibbled on
that point. But has Upper Canada a right to iosist on Lower
Capada taxiog herself, for the purpose of raising a revenue for
that province 7 (he answer is equally obvious. 'Then the ques-
tion is at issue. Let each province raise its own reveoue in
the manner best suited to the means of its inhabitaots, and all
wil go well. But we are told that this is impracticable; that
the hne of division between the provinces is too extenasive; and
thai the collection of a revenue upon such a line would entaf
an expense much beyond the means of Upper Cauvada to defray,
We koow only of two highways to Upper Cacads, the St,
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Lawrcice and the Ottawa, and it is pot a matter of such diffi-
culty to establish 8 custombouse at the coufluence of those riv-
ers. Besides, the hoe of commupication batween Upper Cana-
da aud the Ubited otates, is much more extensive, and yet that
province has pot found it impracticable to make regulations for
the collection of a revenue on goods imported fiom that cous.
t13. No, let Lower Canada have the odium of taxiog the -
hateots of Upper Cavada, because it is too expensive to es-
tablish and maintain custombouses there, and because we wish
to have only the most agreeable and pleasant part of legislation
topetform. ‘Thisis perhaps, the true reason, otherwise we do
not see the usureonntable obstacles in the way. Every dispo-
sition seews to have been evinced oo the pmt of the Commis-
sionets of Lower Canada to allow to Upper Capada its fair pro-
poitios of the revenue of the Lower province, founded upon
the actual consumption of dutiable commodities which have
passed into the Upper province; and, although their powers
wete only prospeclive, yet, in order to ascertaio what were the
arreaiages due to Upper Cavada, (hey were willing to“give
their most assiduous application and sssistance.” Was this pro-
posal met with the same disposition on the part of the Commis-
sioners of Upper Canada? A fruitless attempt was made to
accertan from the merchants of Moutreal what proportion their
outfits of 1820 and 1821 boie to those of 1818 and 1819, but
this wasby no meavs safisfactory  Nothing but an aliquot
part would do, founded on the relative population of the two
provinces, a population oot knows to the Commissioners, and a
population totally dissumilar in therr habits ~ Let us now exam-
me the clmms of Upper Canada,aud see if they are of sucha
nalmeas {o leave no impression on our minds unfavourable to
a spint of conciliation, ‘The first item, "viz: arrearages of
drawbacks between 1813 and 1817, amounting to £10845. 15.7.
we are willing to consider as an error, because it was paid and
satisfied by the Executive of Lower Capada, some years ago.
Bt that which appears to us asa claim of an extraordinary oa-
ture, 1s that for duties collected o this province, under old acts
of the Buitish parhament, aod which we paid into Ris Majesty’s
exchequer w England, “lo be there entered separate and apart
from all monies, to be reserved, to be, from time to time, dis-
posed of by parhament, towards defraying the necessary ex-
penses of defendiog, protecting, and seeuring the British colo-
Jbies and plantations in America.” Surely Upper Caoada does
not mean seriously to urge claims of this nature. We doubt
the legality of raising money in this province for the purpese of
being remtted into His Majesty’s exchequer, for the public uses
o} England, especially after the declaratory statute of the 18th
of His late Majesty, and our coustitutional-act; but let Upper
Canada jown us in endeavours to atlam that moncy for the pub-
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Licuses of the two provinces, and we shall nol disazree about
its application.  Let them not wvidiously call us their “oppres-
sois and tyrants,” but let us jabour together for our common
good, and tor the procurement of those colosial advantages
which the monopoly of our trade by the mother-country, enti
tles us tos  Aunother claim equally nufounded is for a pioper
trog of the duties levied in the province under the act of the
14<h of His late Majesty, cap. 83. I'bat act was passed (o “cs-
tablish a fund towards further defraying the charges of the ad-
masteation of justice, aud support of the civil goveinmeat,
within the province of Quebec, in Amezzce;” and in hien of du-
ties i posed by His most Chnistian Mujesty previous to the
conquest This fund, no doubt, was-applied to the purpose
for which it was destived until 17982, “when a division of the
proviace took place, in viitue o} the act of the Imperial pailia-
ment, which gave us our present cobstitution. When it be-
came necessary for the two provinces to have scparate funds,
Lord Doichester, in a message to the Assembly of Lower Can.
ada, in 1791, submitting the'pubhc accoutts to therr considera-
tiop, wdicates that fund as applicable to the admiristration of
Justice, and support of us civil government, and calls it the pro-
vincial revenue of the crown.  As a compensation to the pro.
vince of Upper Canada, for being thus deprived of her share of
revenue under that act, separate courts of justice, and a sepa.
rale aod distinct governmeut having been established, the Impe-
nal parliament did, and doesnow auoually, vote to thatpro -
vince upwards offeightithousand pounds sterling, whean the whole
amoant of duties under that act in 1795 in Lower Canada, was
only about three thousand pounds sterhng. Thus wesee that
Upper Cavads has no right or pretext whatever, to a participa-
tion of the duties levied under this act, and it appears to us,
rather invidious to have made such claims the subject of public
clamour. We are much surprised also to find that such pie-
tensions should have been countenanced by the speech of the
goveraor of that colouy, at the opening of a session of itg legis-
lature, We will ot stop here to inguire why so la:ge asum
was at once given to Upper Canada, but will proceed to oo-
tice oue more claim preferred by that proviace, and ove fully
as objectionable as any of the rest it is for a proportion of our
casual and ternitorial revennct Such claims cannot proceed
from a disposition to a good understanding, but may, perhaps,
be meant Lo promote latent views, which it is considered not ve-
ry politic immediately to disclose.

Do these views tend to the union of the provinces? Bet
s0. We shall then no longer, perhaps, be made the subject of po-
Iitical experiments, We may then have the so much desired
parochial schools; we may then have the incorporation of our
cities, of our public institutions ; and may then eojoy other ad-
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vantages -which have s copstantly been refused as they have
been applied for. A COMMONER.
Apri 14, 1822, .
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kL The act ot pathiament by which the financial differences be-
b tween Upper and Lower Canada, are to be left to the decision
; of mbitrators, appears indeed to divest some of these subjects
ks of their intercat ; but it 15 wrong to coosider them as set at vest
'&1 by that act; for, in_the first place, should its provisions be

found iacompatible either with coustitutioual principles, with
he wterests of the partics conceined, or with practicability ; it
is by no means such an irrevocable statute as can not, upon due
1cpresentation and 1emonstrance, be repealed, and in the pext,
the arbitrators are net yet appointed, aod if they were, 1t can
not but be serviceable to them in their deliberatioss, to become
famrhar with the idess and arguments of other enlightened men,
and with the public opiion, upon the subjects that are to be
brought uader their consideration. Hence the discussion of
these matters, which 1 shall resume, as opportunity may serve,
will, I trust, prove both useful and interesting.

Vem oo,
i
b
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A NEW SONG

By acandudate for the prise advertised by the sprited author of
the Free Press.
[Tunc. Goody Buiton’s Ale, or The Maid of Lodi. ]
- 1.
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v Presewve to us, ye powers,
Our coustitution free;
Whenever faction lours,
QOur kind protectors be.
Ne’er let madbrain’d ambition
Affiight tins bappy land,
Wth threat of slave’s condition
Beneath atyrant-band,
2

P
"

Great George our freedom gave,
Who's blest above the skies ;
Let no 1wsidious koave
Bea off the glorious prize.
Richer by far than gold,
- Is cheeriog liberty ;
Let all then, youug and old,
' Mg firm defenders be.
3

T e

: For ever let us cherish
Great George’s hallow’d boon ;
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Who would pet, may he perish !
Give up his hfe assoon.

He s not fit to lve,
Who ’d ever fear to die,

Or hesitate (o give
His all for Liberty.

4
Some, loyalty who ape,
Swear they will melt us dowo,
And mould us into shape
And substaace of their own. -3
For calvesheads, or for jolts,
They take ws, without doubt,
Or pretty leaden dolts,
Or f{ilthy rabble rout.
5

Canadians aboveall
Are most supremely blect,
If wropgd, they’ve but to call
Ou George, and they’re redress'd.
Wherefore they whed alter
Their enwiable lot,
Deserve a hempen balter :
Or else, may X be shot.

]
This Union’s all a trick
Sure any man might sweas,
Contrived by Old Nick,
Of whom let us beware;
If not by Nick, his imps;
Good folks pray have a caie;
The Devil, and his imps, -
Preach Union to enspare. -

A PATRIOTIC BALLAD ON THE UNION.

0, for a Pindar’s muse to sing
The cause of Anti-union.

To shout aloud Gov save TRE Kixe,
God save us from this Union.

From factious men, men of deceit,
To all but interest blind,

‘Who would all other power defeal,
‘Whom honour’s ties don’t bind.

*Tis thus they talk ; of their descent,
They boast, and Bnitish bixth ;
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Suspicions spread, and hies iovent ;
They—vilest race on earth!

«Pestroy these French, this conguer’d race,
«¥hat would destroy the throue;
«From House and Senate them displace,”
< They ery with haughty tore.

4
«Their cursed jabbering we despise,
«Therr customs and their laws,
«What cao be good n Scotchmen’s eyes,
. “Save bagpipes, itch, and brose.”

“Such truc born Enghshmen as we ;|
{Yet that sounds hike a bull,}

“We pever will contented be
«“Tll we the French can rule.”

But tize to country aod to kg
Capadians will resist

Their koave’s tricks, which will ruin bring
So [et them all be hiss’d,

Now to an end my song I bring,
Huzza for Anti-umon !
Let’s shout aloud, Gop sAve THE KNt
God save us from thrs Umon.
MENIPPUS,
The authors of these pieces will please to give me the ad-
diesses to which I may forward the Scnbbler and Free Press
to the first, abd the Free Press to the last, in pursuance of my
promiise 10 No. 10. I am sorry there have been no other com-
pelitors, sad that circumstances prevented an earlier insertion
of these. L. L. M

The Free Press is published every Thursday, in Hontre-
al, price 6 d per no. 01 55 6d. per quarter, or 22s perno-
num, payable quatterly i advance, Subscribers who do not
restde 1o Montieal, will have to pay au addittonal price, ade-
quate to the expense of couveyance.

A title-page, preface, and index, will be given with each
volume

Awnnanicus is uow out of date ; I shall be gratified, howey-
er, if he will exercise his pen sgain. CoxnsisTeNey 1 hope
will not foiget his prouses. L. L. M.

[PRINTED AT BURLINGTON, VERMONT. ]
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