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Siterary Potices.

We have just received the Twenty-fifth
Annual-Report of our mission vessel **Day-
spring " a neat pamphlet of twenty pages,
The report of the ‘Daysprings work,
which vccupies but a very small part of it,
we give on ancther page. ** The wurk of
the native teachers™ we also copy. Be-
sides these there are statistics and reports
of the work in nearly all the stations of
the Mission. Thete ave now sixteen mis-
sivnaries stationed in the New Hebrides,
viz. three from our own Church, two from
the Free Church of Scotland, and eleven
from the Presbyterian Churches in Aus-
tralasia, These latter, which aro rapidly
growing in wenlth and numbers, have been
increasing theit staff there until now more
than two thirds of the whale mission staff
are theirs and there will likely soon be
more to follow, and the prospect is that
ere long these churches will occupy the
whole of the group.

Tue AXNNUAL REPORT oF ERSKISE
CuuRcH, MoNTREAL for 1888 of which Rev.
L. H. Jordan fur-uerly of Halifax, is pas-
tor, is before us, a goodly 8 vo. pamphlet
(almost a volume) of 80 pages filled with
the fullest information with regard to the
working of a thorougbly organized and
active congregation. OQue feature of their
work during the past year is that one of
the pecple, an elder has undertaken the
suppurt of a missivnary to the heathen,
while sune members of the cougregation
have undertaken the support of anuther,
making two new missionavies from one
congregation ih one year. The pastor in
an introductory letter prefacing the report
gives a sum in proportivn for the cousjder-
ation of the congregation. It isas follows,
**If one man can afford to send out a mis-
sionary to the heathen, and if a few per-
sons combined caun afferd to send out a
second missionary, how many missionaries
might not a congregation of some £60
families send to their psrishing brethren.”

SCRIBNER'S MAGAZINE FOR APRIL, con-
tains the following articles, * Climbing
Mt. St. Elias,” with illustrations and Pho-
tographs.

** The Prevention of ‘Railroad Strikes”
** The Building of an Ocean Greyhound.”
with illustratiuns and engravings showing
the various stages of progress, and a full

desaription of the building of those fleet
footed monsters of the deep.

*‘ A Second Shelf of Old Books” with
illustrativns*

*““The Anatomy of the Contortionist,”
illustrated.

** Shakspeare’s English Kings, '
stories complete aud serial.

Charles Scribners Sons, $3,00 per year,
25 cts per number.

’

with

Skercn oF tHX Lire aAnDp Lasons of
Rev. Jou~N CavpsELL of St. Marys, N. S.,
by Rev. Dr. Patterson, though brief,
worthily preserves the memory of a
worthy minister of our church and glves as
well, mnuch information regarding the his-
tory of Guysboro Co., and the state of re-
ligious:and social life half a century ago.
1t is in neat pamphlet form, and may be
had of buoksellers in New Glasgew, Pictou,
Truro, Price 20 cents.

In ¢ The work of the native teachers”
in the New Hebrides given on another
page the middle figure giving the number
of native teachers is a blank. In some
way that fiynre has droppet out in there-
port from which we copy, we have no
means at hand of filling it up, and just
give it as it is. The number is something
over one hundred.

BIBLE STUDY.

*Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,”
said the psalmist of old.  You want your
Iamp to burn as brightly as possible.  You
trim the wick; you wash, dry, and polish
the glass chimney; you keep the shade
clean. Let the dust gather, and the
smoke make its sooty deposit, and the
wick become crisp and hard and black,
and the light upon the page is flickering
and weak. The lamp is your friend, but
you must take goud care of it; it will treat
you as you treat it. ‘The tigure may be
homely, butit is true. What the Bible
brings to you will depend in a large
measure upon what you bring to it.  You
may have a crumb, or a loaf or & granary,
full to bursting, just as you choose. There
is gold on its surface, there are jewels in
its mines, there are royal pearls in its
depths. All are not equally equipped
for its study; but every une of us can do
his utmost in its patient, loving study;
and no labor will bring a surer or richer
1eward.”— Dr. J. F. Behrends.

e
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Dr. Cuyler writes as follows regarding
the new president ot the United States :
** For the tirst time in our nation’s history,
a Presbyterian elder presides in the White
House at Washington ; a family altar in
the foremost house in the land, is a source
of gratitude and encouragement to all good
people of every name.” ~ When such men
control under God the destines of a nation
we need not fear for the result. Would
it not be a good thing if the **court ”
fashions wete followed in other things be-
sides dress, and family worship not for
form but in heart become fashionable
throughout the land.

The Church of Rome is never satisfied
with religivus rights such as others enjoy.
Their aim is to have political rights as
well, which means rights that no other
religious budy enjoys. An Awerican
papersays : **The Canadian French are
becoming an immen.se factor in New Eng-
land. They crowd our large manufactur-
ing towns. in sume instances displacing
the Catholic Irish. They have not thus
far been prominent in political matters,
butseem to be content to earn their wages
and let the government care for itself, A
priest in Haverhill has just issued a pas-
toral, urging the faithful French to co-op-
erate with the no less faithful Irish, and
thus secure the political rights of the
Church.”

A writer in the Toronto Globe speaking
of the rapid increase of the French Cana-

.| dians estimates that at the present rate

in fifty years there will be a solid body of
fivo millivns of French speaking people in
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and
Maine. 1f thess five willions of people
are Romauist as Quebec now is, and ruled
by the priesthood, it wcans that our Do-
minion will be ruled from Rome. It rests
to a large extcnt with the Protestant
churches of this Dcmiaion to ray whether
Freuch people that is to be, will be a
servile, priest-ridden race bowing meekly
to hierarchical tway and ruling the
country by thuir votes in obedience tu
Jesuits teaching and comrande, or whetls-
er they shall e wn nlightened, fice,
thonghtful, jutclligent, libexty loving, lib-
ety seeking, hberty giving perple.
Further, let us nct be content with idle
day dieaming about what night be if all
the churches were to enter heartily into
this work, or if all this people were Pro-
testant Lug let us cordially and liberally
support the Fronch Evangelization scheme
of our church that isseeking to do what it
can to give the gosp | to those of our
countrymen who are ~itting in darkness
and in the regions and shaduw of spiritual
death.

While British Christians send mission-
aries to China to elevate and christianize
that great people, the British Government
by forcing opium on the country is de-
grading and demonizing them. Cliristian
societies are sending the gospel to India
to dehver them from the chains of error
and sin, and British manufacturers are
sending ido’s for their worship, encourag-
ing their continuance in idolatry, for it is
not an uncommon thing says an English
Journal, for aship from Liverpool to touch
at Madras; Ca'cutta, and Rangoon, aud
at each wiazf land a miasionary from her
cahin, and a crate of graven images.from
her hold. European and American so-
cieties are sending the Word of life to the
interior of Africa that is'Leing so rapidly
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opened up, and liquor dealers are with
equal diligence pouring their fire water
into the same openiugs, and spreading de-
moralization and death among the tribes.
The obstacles thrown in the way of cvan-
gelizing the world are as much those which
go from christian lauds as those which are
found ameong the heathen.

There is this marked difference between
the wiewionrry agencies of Christ and
Satan, the adversary. The servants of
Christ go from love, and their aim as woll
as their wark is to hft up the fallen, the
agents of evil do not for the most part, of
set purpose seck to destroy, but their mov-
ing principlo is gein. They subordinate
all to that and the great enemy uses that
as the motive to lead them to engage heart
and hand in his service of ruining man-
kind. All these difticulties however should
but nerve Christian people to greater dili-
gence, as they realize more fully the mag-
nitude of the work before them.

A SABBATH AT POINTE-AUX-
TREMBLES.

Ths following lctter from the Rev. Dr.
Warden of Montreal will be read with
interest by many of our readers :

Yesterday was Communion Sabbath at
the Puinte-aux-Trembles Schools, 1n
company with the Rev. Profeasor Coussir-
at, Mr. James Croil, Editor of the Record,
and Mr. McKenzie, one of the Montreal
students who goes to China as a Mission-
ary next summer, the writer drove down
from the city mn the morning. On our
arrival we found the beautiful chapel,
erected Jast fall, filled by as reverent and
intelligent a congregation as can be seen
anywhore, there being present one hun-
dred and forty-tive pupils, tugether with
the teachers and a few friends., The
service was conducted, in French, by
the Rev. Professor Coussirat, who preach-
ed a simple, earnest sermon appropriate
to the occasion, after which fisteen-of the
pupils were, on public confession of their
faith in Christ, recieved into the fellow-
ship of the Church. The tc2asion was
one of deep interest and of great solemn-
ity. Many of these pupils are from
Roman Catholic homes and knew not the
way of salvation by faith in a crucified
Saviour till they were adwmitted to Puinte-

aux-Trembles at the opening of the ses-
sion last October.

The aptness “of the yu;ils, tleir

hearty singing, and their familiarity with
the teachings of God’s Word are features
characteristic of the Schools which favor-
ably impress all visitors, but nost encour-
uging of all is the large number of themw
that accept Christ as their Saviour. At
the Communion in December last twenty-
jone new mombers were recieved aud
JSifteen now, making thirty six pupils who
have this winter been led, we trust by
the Spirit of God, to give their hearts to
Christ. Before being admitted into the
fellowship of the Church, the applicants
are individually examined, and only such
as make an intelligent profession »ro
recieved.

Results belong to. God. It is ours to
labor with patience and perseverance,
with faith and prayer, whatever the
apparent issue may be, but low heart-
cheering it is to be privileged to see
spiritual results. Every session God hath
manifestly set His seal upon this work
and blessed the labors of the teachers, but
never has there been such a joyous reap-
ing time as this session, **The Lord hash
di»r:f great things for us whereof we are
g a .’3

At the clise of the niorning service we
dined with the boys in the spacivus new
dining hall, and held another service in
the afternoon. Ths chapel was again
filled. Mr. Bourgoin, the principal,
presided and, after devotional exercises,
several brief addresses were given. Mr.
Cruil spoke on Christ's invitation, *‘Come
unto me” ; Mr. McKenzie on Christ’s first
recorded words, *‘I must be about mv
Father's buisness,” and His last recorded
words, ‘‘Ye shall be wituesses unto me,
&c.”; Mr. Herdt, one of the elders of
St. Johu's (French) Church, Montreal,
gave seasunable counsel to all the pupils;
and the writer specially addressed those
who had been at the Cummuniun table
in the morning. The whole of the
exercises of the day were most delightful
and refreshing,

It caunot but be encouraging to the
friends and supporters of the Schools to
know, that by ineans of their Christian
liberality and in answer 10 their fervent
prayers, the .work is ‘progressing so satis-
factorily. 1 take this opporiunity of
most cordially thanking all of them for
‘their generous gifts.  Many of those who
are supporting pupils have this year sent,
inaadition to their usual contribution, a
sumi on behalf of the furnishing of the new
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buildings. The Church ycar ends next
month, prior-to the close of which ail
moneys should be forwarded. I will be
glad to recoive the contributions of those
who have not yet sent their annual
amounts, as well as donations towards
the sum ($56,500) still required to meet
the cxpense of the additions, &c. made to
the buildings last summer, from those
who may feel disposed to help this work.
The present and former pupils of tho
Schools have contributed about $300 to-
ward the furnishing fund.
Yours faithfully,
Rosr. H. WaARDEN.

198 St. James St., Montreal, Mar. 18, '89.

Triyidad.
WANTED !

Lady tegchers for service in Trinidad—
to be em;?&'ed by the F. M. Committee
of the Presbyterian Church in Cunada.
Apply to
P. M. MORRISON, Halifax,
Secretary of the Committee.

LETTER FROM REV. ALEXANDER
KENNEDY.

ONE OF THE OLDEST MINISTERS IN OUR CHURCH
AND A MISSIONARY IN THRINIDAD MORE
THAN FIFTY YEARS AGO.

~ WxLLAND, OxTARIO, March 20th, 1889.
Dear Mr. Scctt:—

I am again debtor to you and to the cause
of missions for * the MariTiIME PrEsby-
TERIAN,” which isregularly received. Here-
with I send a dollar by way of acknowledg-
ment. '

Bat apart altogether from pecuniary obli-

ation, which is ever of importance, I feel
indebted for the missionary intelligence,
especially for that portion relative to Trini-
dad, and for its other interesting and in-
structive contents,

I regret that the Mi sion Committee have
not yet succeeded in obtaining u laburer for

" the district of Couva, in the island of Trini-
dad. It is a fertile quarter of that singularly
fertile and beautiful island, which was wont
to be designated ¢ the Indian puradise.”
But its spiritual barrenness has long pre-
sented a melancholy contrast to its physical
fertility. It is very cheeringt{» learn that
the faithful laborers and God’s servants in
that islund are being blessed with a large
measureé of success, and giving promise of an
aiin::zo(hant harvest ‘‘ to the praise and glory
o h) .’)

The mention of Couva recalls to my mind
incidents o” the longago. Immediately after
my arrival in the island, 63 years ago, in
January 1836, when looking around for a
suitable locality in which té begin mission
work, I visited the Couva district, and

reached on a Sabbath, un the Estate of

ilton, to a large assembly, consisting of
hegroes, a-%.most if not all of the managers
and overseers of the sugar Estates in the
quarter. It wasa novel and interesting oc- .
cusion, ag, I believe, there had not previous-
ly been a sermon preached 1n that district,
at least by a Protestant minister. At the
close of the service, a planter came forward
and informed me that a number of parents
bad brought their children for baptism ; and
at the same time, introduced one of the
parents to me. I asked the planter, a
countryman of my own, if the father of the
child, or children, was a Christian? He re-
plied ¢ O Sir, he is one of the best workers
on the Estate.” Of courze I could not ac-
cept the statement as a certificate of Chris-
tian character. Discovering that the parents
poor creatures, had little or no knowledge of
the way of salvation through faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, I had to decline admin-
istering the ordinance of baptism to any of
the applicants. I sincerely pitied them; and
stated that if ofoportunity was further
afforded, I would gladly endeavour to com-
muficate to them that knowledge, which,
with the Divine blessing, would make them
wise unto salvation.

The capital of the colony, Port of Spain,
became the chief field of mY labor ; but a
Wesleyau missionary was ere long located in
Couva, and it is hoped that not a few of our
gable kindred were *‘ plucked as brands from
the burring.” Now, I presume, coolies have
supplanted toe negroes in that quarter, and
generally throughout the island. And what
a boon the Church of the Lower Provinces
have conferred on the 60,000 strangers from
India. Heaven has ordained that those that
})less are blessed in return. A grateful
act.

Yours very truly,
: AvLex. KESNEDY.

Ten Catechists are to be employed in
the Halifax Presbytery this year, two of
these will labor in the city of Halifax and
its suburbs.

Principal Grant has heen nominated by
nearly all the Preshyterics of the Maritime
Provinces as Moderator of Assembly.

Rov. J.‘W.A McLennan is settled as
ordained missionary at Lakeville and
Waterville, Kings Co.
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Hew Vebiides.

EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM MR.
MORTON IN MALEKULA,

Two students of Glasgow College were
sent out at the latter part of 1887 by the
Presbyterian  Church in Victoria and
sottled in Malekuln, one of the largest
islands of the New Hebrides. One of
them Rev. Alex. Mortun writes the follow-
ing interesting letter concerning his work
and the people of Malekula:

** School attendance varies very much,
and often during any heathen ceremony
we have none at all.  Mrs. Morton has a
sewing school which has been " pretty woll
attended so far. Previvusly no woman
would enter our school building. The
Malekulans are very low and degraded.
Their houses are small and poor.

The ouly things wherein they display
the least genius is in the carving and paint-
ing of their large drumns and images. and
in cutting or rather building canves. Some
of their canoes aro fully 50 feet in length,
and 1 have seen 40 men in one.

The lot of woman is very hard.  They
do all the heaviest of the werk and carry
all the burdens. When a girl has got,her
second set of front teeth she is taken to
the sea aud the two upper middle incisors
are broken out. Strange to say this cus-
tom does not oltain on the islets near.
Port Stanley is about 20 miles north of us
although both people have frequent deal-
ings with each other.

They are very unwilling to tell us any-
thing about their superstitions. We dis-
covered lately that they do not bury the
bodies of old men or any principal men
but lay them on a table about six feet high.
They offer yams at the same time to ——
the spirits of the dead. The people often
teld me that they are a mere handful com-
pared to what they used to be, and there
is the clearest evidence in every village
one visits thay the population is greatly
reduced. They ascribe this fading away
to wars, deaths of 8o many children, and
£0 many young men going away in labour
vessels.

Ali make professions of friendship tow-
ards us but it does not count for very
much, we have found them so rapidly
ehangeable. In January we had one of
eur helpa.shot. It is generally belioved
that the murderer did not find the person

he wished for, but determined not to be
foiled he took the life of our servant a
quiet inoffensive young man.

The Roman Catholic priest who has his
head quarters in Sasoon Bay has a house
in our district and another at Port Sand-
wich, but he is very seldom in the house
here. The languages at the three differ-
ent places are totally different from each
other.

ALEX MoRTON.

REPORT OF THE MISSION VESSEL,
** DAYSPRING”

FOR THE YEAR, 1888.

On the 28th March 1888, the well-
known ** Dayspring” was towed down Sy-
dney Harbour and stood out to sea, on
her way to the New Hebrides, carrying a
full cargo of stores and building materials
for the missionaries, as well as the anxi-
ously locked for mails. The Rev. J. W.
and Mis. M'Kenzie of Efate and thoir
child were on board, returning to their
fielu of labour after a short rest in New
South Wales,

After a rather long passage through a
heavy sea she arrived safely at Anecityum
on the 20th April. From thence, after
watering and taking sume timber on hoard,
she proceeded northward, calling at all
the Missions Stations with goods and
mails. She received on board at various
points Missionaries proceeding to the
meeting of Synod, held this year at the
most Northern Station, Tangoa, Santo,
She cast anchor in the harbour there on
the 26th May, and put to sea again on~
the 16th June, having had to lie becalm-
ed for about 10 days after the meeting
of Synod was closed. She then called at
Epi, Havannah Harbour and Aniwa. At
the later place the Rev. W. and Mrs.
Watt were left to labovr among the Ani-
wans for some weeks. Returning again
to Santo she proceeded to call at all the
stations for mails,&ec., as she went on her
way to Sydvey. At Havanaosh Harbour
the Rev. D. McDonald and family joined
the vessel, he being on his way to Mel-
bourne tu get the New Testament printed
in Efatese. After a pleasant passage
from the lslands, Sydney was reached on
the 5th of September.

After reloading stores, &c., she set ont
on her mission again on the 18th Septem- -
her, having on board the Rev. W, and
Mrs. Gray, Missionaries from South Aus-
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tralia, returning to their work on Tanna,
after visiting the churches in Scuth Aus-
tralia. In a fortnight Aneityum was
sighted again. From thence she proceed-
od northward on her way to Santo, call-
ing at all the atations between on her way,
At Eromanga she took un boara a new
Missionary, the Rev. A, H. McDonald,
who had como down by steamer from Vie-
toria, and was waiiing the arrival of the
* Dayspring” to take him on to his des-
tination in Malekula. At some of the
older stations she tuok on board teachers

and their wives, who were going out to.

fields of labour in the more recently oc-,
cupied islands.

She twrned her head southward again
on the 14th November, callingat all sta.
tions for mails, and landing teachers at
some. She tovk the Rev. H. A, and
Mrs. Robertson and child on board at
Eromanga, and the Rev. J. H. Lawrie
and family at Aneityum, and thence pro-
ceeded direct to Sydney, which she reach-
ed on the 27th December.

The * Dayspring” is by no means an
cnviable ship to sail in, but she is a real-
ly useful vessel. and a good beast of bur-
den, so, with all her faults, we love her
still.  We trust ti:at, until we got a steam
vessel of some kind, our young friends,
and friends of maturer years, throughout
the world, will not flag in their support
of the good old ** Dayspring,” which has
for so many years battled with the waves,
and brought cheer and help and health to
the New Helrides Missionaries times
without number.

THE WORK OF THE NATIVE
TEACHERS.

It isreally difficult in the small space at
our disposal to give anything like an ad-
equate account of the work of our teach-
ers inthe New Hebrides. But the extent
of the work carried on by their inetru-
unentality may be couceived from the tact
that they number no less tuan 1 0, and
they are labouring on 20 different islands,
under the direction of 156 wissionaries.
These teachers are absolutely necessary
to the carrying on of Mission work in
the New Hebrides. The European Mis-
sionaries are not ubiguitous, andthe island-
ers are scattered in little viilages all over
these mountainous islands, in positions

. where the heat and ipacessibility make the
visits of the missionary impossible except

at long intervals, while the Missionary is
necessarily much coufined to one locality
or centre, by the necessities of his work.
He may have one or two languages to re-
duce, scriptures to translate, and teachers
to train, besides the multifarious teaching,
preaching, advising and directing duties,
which cluster around the centre of an ag-
gressive Christian work.

Without native teachers the aggressive
power of a Missionary islimited to com-
paratively few villages; but with good
teachers to station wherever they will be
received, the gospel is brought into con-
tact with now people, and its purifying
and life giving streams flow through
valleys that otherwise would be morally
arid wastes for many years to come. In
the teacher thoy have one of their own
coleur, and with their own modes of
thought, bearing counstant witness to the
truth by his life, and dailv instructing
them ous of the Word.

The native teachers are quite as much
“Missionaries” as the Europeans. I
many cases they give up howme and friends
to go among strangers, speaking strange
tongues and having different customs.
Frequently they have much hardship toen-
dure, and, being strangers, they are at first
vbjects of superstition ; suspicions are
constantly roused by sickness or death
among the people with whom they dwell.
Numbers have already won the martyr-
crown in the New Hebrides, and yearly
someare in peril.

The demand for native teachers in-
creagses each year, and before the islands
are evangelized we will require a force
of atleast 300 of them. They are teach-
ers, according to the European idea, in
that they conduct the daily schools : but
preachers and evangelists are words more
descriptive of the gifts of many of these
men. The traini~g, locating and super-
vision of these agents are parts of the
Missionaries’ work which are fraught
with great possibilities of good.

The Missivnaries at the older stations do
much help to their brethren in newer
fields by supplying them with teachers
during the early stage of their work. This
supply of teachers from other islands, or
other districts of the same island, does
much to break down the inter-island pre-
judices which exist, and to koit together
i the Gospel the fragments of humanity,
which in the New Hebrides, have boen so
much disintegrated by heathenism.
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We have no hesitation in appealing to
all who desire to honour God with their
substance; or Churches, or Sabbath
Schools, which desire to have a share in
the missionary work, to contribute towards
the support of these native teachers, feel-
ing confident that ‘t would be diflicult to
find a better investmont for £6 a year
than in providing the salary of a native
teacher 1n the New Hobrides.

One word more—these teachors are only
acquainted (asa rule) with a few Buoks of
Scripture, and have not tho opportunities
which other Christians have of increasing
their knowledge. In their daily life they
are continually in contact with the people
they instruct, and are oxposed t¢ many
temptations, and some of them to dar.gers,
from which their white brethron ar: trce.
Will the Lord’s people cover them with
the shield of their prayers, as they push
forward wielding the sword of the Spirit ¢

By order of the Mission Synod.

Roberr M. FRASER.

November, 1888,

MARITIME ITEMS.

DieBY :—Soon after the settlement of
the Rev. D. 8. Gordon at Bridgetown and
Annapolis in 1862 he paid some visits to
Digby, Hillsburgh and Bay View. At
eatﬁ\ of these stations he found scattered
Presbyterian families and set about the
erection of churches. A neat one was
built at Bay View free of debt, and one
was commenced at Hillsburgh but this
station has been abandongd. For some
years catechists have always been placed at
a disadvantage having to remnt a public
hall. A few years ago the Reformed
Episcopalians obtained a foothold in the
town. A clergyman was settled but only
remained a few years. After his removal
the church was sold, and purchased by the
Baptists. This left vacant the church oc-
cupied by them, and it was purchased a
short time ago by the Presbyterians for
8550. At the last meeting of the Halifax
Presbytery they were recommended to the
Hunter fund committee for a free lvan of
8400. The purchase of this building at the
present time must give some standing to
our cause in Digby. As the missing fink
between Dighy and Annzapolis is now to
be constructed, an increase of population
way be lovked for and some accessions to
Presbyterianism. Had the ground been
taken up in Digby when our pivneers were

cultivating the Eastern parts of thy Pro-
vince one of the largest cungregations in
the Halifax Presbytery might have been
found in this town. In taking the present
fresh start, sympathy, encouragement and
support are needed. Any contributions
sent ty Rev. P. M. Morrisun to assist in
paying off the $400 will be most thankfully
received.
Com,

The Presbytery of Victoria and Rich.
mond met &t the Forks, on the 12th, in
the furenvon, and at Baddeck in the even-
ing. Rev, R. McLeod, Little Narrows,
preached at Forks, and Rev. L. R. Gloag
at Baddeck. The inquiry into the
affairs of the congregation showed good
progress. Baddeck contribuied last year
for all objects $1327.70 and the Forks
$416.00, or a total of $1743.70, of which
$216 was for the schemes of the church.
The Commniittee of Presbytery that visited
West Bay, Malagawatch, and River Dennis
reported good progress both spiritually
and financially. Committees that visited
Lake Ainslie, Strathlorne, Port Hastings,
and River Inhabitants, give & similar re-
port. Principal Grant was nominated as
Moderator of Assembly. It was agreed to
ask for supplements for the following con-
gregations : —Lake Ainslie, $100 ; Middle
River, $100; Strath Lorne, $150; Port
Hastiugs and River Inhabitants, $160;
Mabou and Port Hood, $1%75.

The Witness says withregard to the Aug-
mentation Fund. ‘ Pictou Presbytery
has as usual taken the lead. Last Synod
allotted $1,000 to the Presbytery. This
sum has been paid in, and $26 additional.
One congregation 1emains to be heard
from which will increase the surplus con-
siderably. We hope other Presb?teries
will follow this admirable example.”.—It is
all needed and well spent. The Good
Book tells us that it is bﬂansed to give, and
weak cungregations that are not able to
support ordinances themselves, know that
it is bleased to receive.

The following have been appointed as
cowmissioners to Assembly from the Pres-
bytery of Miramichi, viz. Messrs. Wm.
Aitken, John Robertson, F. W. George,
and A. F. Thompson, ministers, and Dr.
Pedolin, Newcastle; George Haddow, Dal-
housie, Dr. J. F. McCurdy, and Arch'd
McMurchy, Toronte, elders. .
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The semi annual meeting of the Pictou
Prosbyterial of the W, F. M. 8., was held
in Pictou March 19th. 33 delegates were
Present from the different Auxiliaries.
The amount on hand sent from fifteen
Auxiliaries and o.1e mission band is $350.-
45. A pleasant afternoon was spent dis-
cussing several questions concerning their
work, and an interesting public meeting
held in the evening, at which addresses
were given by the ministers of the town,
and papers read hy some members ¢f the
society, interspersed with selections of
music,

The Presbytery of P. E. I. has applied
for the foll)wing supplements, viz :—$260
for Richmond Bay West ; $280 for Tryon
and Bonshaw ; $200 for Georgetown, and
8150 for Cove Head. This is considerable
less than the amount asked from the fund
last year, while on the other hand they
are in a fair way for raising the full
amount allocated to them by the Synod.

Subscription papers have beencirculated
on the Eastern Shore with a view toa
division of the Sheet Harbor congregation.
1t was found huwever that if two congre-
gations were organized at present a very
heavy demand would be made on our Aug-
mentation fund. A catechist is still to ba
employed in summer until the congrega-
tion is ripe for division.

St. Matthew’s congregation, North
Sydney, reports good progress during the
tive years of Dr. Murray's pastorate. The

* commanicants then were 40, now 170.
. They have built a manse, paid off debt on

church, aund this year there are no blanks
in their returns to Assembly. They raised
for all purposes $2400

One of the best results of the Auginen-
tativn work for the past fow years has been
the advance made by self supporting con-
gregations. The Preshytery of P. E.
1sland has boen working vigorously in this
direction, and now all the congregations
noton the Augmentation Fund have attain-
ed the minimum,

Lower Musquodoboit, which last year
received $100 from the Augmentation
Fund has resolved to be self supporting.
The congregstion is reported as giving
twice as much for schemgs of the church
last year as any previous year. Raised
fur all purj.oses $1024.

Miramichi Presbytery has paid a little
more than was asked of it into the Aug-
mentation Fund, and asks for supplements
for next year as follows :—Blackville,
$200 ; New Carlisle $200 ; Redbank $260;
Black River $200; Tabusintac $230;
;V(e)l(;urd in the event of a settlement,

200.

Vacant congregations are looking for-
ward to securing some of the Pine Hill

duates. Mahone Bay is ready to call

r. J. W. Crawford. Both La Have and
Kempt are looking toward Mr. G. A.
Leck, and Upper Musquadoboit is seeking
to secure Mr. D. Wright.

Three of the Island congregations, Mt.
Stewart and West St. Peters, St. Petera
and Brackly Pt. Roads, and Orwell, have
attained the minimum stipend for their
ministers $760 and manse, and George-
town is moving in the same direction.

Miss Blackaddar's collections at her
meetings during her furlough haveamount-
ed to over 8800. This has all been paid
in to Mr. Morrison or to Mrs. Waddell
treasurer of the W. F. M. 8.

Clifton congregation raised during the
past year for congregational purposes
$10068.00 and for the sche nes of the church
$326.00, other religious and benevolent
purposes, 8142, total $1636.

Scotsburn, Hermon and Saltsprings
raised during the year $2262 of which
8389 was for religious and henevolent
purpuses. Total membership 410, added
during the year 82, ,

Two of vur ministers from the Maritime
Provinces have gone to the North West,
Rev. J. A. F. Sutherland, St. James, N.
B., and Rev. A, P. Logan of Waterville,
Kings, Cu. N. 8.

Rev. D. B. Blair is supplying the congre-
cation of St. Andrew's, Sydney, for a few
woeks. Mr. Farquharson, the pastor has
been ill for some time, but is we are glad to
say recovering.

Rev. George Fisher, of Montrose, Elms-
dale, and Tignish, P. E. L, accepted the
call to Dalhousie N, B., and is to be in-
ducted April 9th, ‘

»  Miramichi Presbytery hrs asked for six
catechir.es to labor withiu its bounds during

the sumnicz,
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REV. JOHN McNEILL.
THE SCOTTISH S8PURGEON,

A man has arisen in Scotland who asa
ireacher has attracted great attention in

!u's native land., and who not long since
was settled in Regent Square Church,
London, which may be said tv be the lead-
ing Presbyterian Church in Britain. He
has been called ** The Scottish Spurgeon
and some have prophesied that if spared he
will in the next quarter to half century
fill the place in the pulpit world that
Spurgeon has occupied in the past.

He is a young man, thirty five years of
age, and began life as a railway man. As
Be islikely to occupy a prominent place
in the yeare that are to come, we will give
a brief account of his lifo which was pub-
lished in the Londou Christian.

1t is the summer of the year 1872, and
we aro speeding by rail alung the eastern
shora of the Firth of Clyde. Ve have just
left behind us the busy port of Greenock,
and our eyes are feasting on a magnificent
panorama of mountain and sea, wood and
glen, when the train draws up at a little
station and a strong and cheery voice
cries, * Inverkip! Tickets ready.” Pres-
ontly the carriage door is onened and a
burly youth of eighteen, in official cordu-
roy and buttons, aud with a frank and
smiling countenance relieves us of vur pass-
port to Wemyss Bay. As the whcels
move again we get another glance at that
happy boy ; then we lovk duwn the hill-
side at a few cottages embosomed among
trecs, and there is mirrored in our mind
the humble and umeventful career of a
village railway porter.

Fifteen years pnss away. It is a Sab-
bath evening in the city of Edinburgh, in
the tropical summer of 1887. Wa are in
the midst of an immense throng in a circus,
one of the city's largest public buildings.
‘The crowed passagzes and expectant lovks
plainly tell that the gathering is unusuval.
Very quietly there steps on the platform
a powerfully built man in the prime of
life, with a face speaking of health and
good nature. The clerical collar that sur-
mounts the tichtly buttoned surtout pio-
claims his calling, and the open Bible his
»urpose.  As hesurveys the vast audience
{m strokes his beard. his brow furraws,

tremble as he thinks of thé plough to
which he has put his hand ? For the rail-
way porter of Inverkip and the Edinburgh
preacher are one and the same.

It was at Houston, a village of Renfrew-
shire, on July 7:h, 1864, that Jobn Mc-
Neill first saw the light. Hus father, who
is now spending.the evening of his life in
Glasgow, ia a native of the country of
Auntrim, but comes of a Scottish stock.
Crossing the Channel forty years ago, he
settled in Houston, where he married, and
in whose quarries he gained his livelihood.
A hearty and manly man this father unit-
ing in him the strong religious conviction
of the Covenanter with a humor that
smacks of buth Scotia and Erin. It is not
ditlicult to discover where the preacher got
his faculty of uttering ‘*snell ” sayings.
The mother, whose maiden name was Mec-
Tag?nrt, died a few years ago, leaving to
her large family the precivus memory of a
noble Christiaa life. The hoine was tee-
total ; hence the ‘‘Scottish Spurgeon'’s ”
war with the bottle. Tlereappears to be
a poetic strain in the blocd, as evinced by
the touching verses occasionally published,
by Miss Kate McNeill, who, if lacking
her brothér's humour, has . all his pathos.
Another member of the family is about to
study for the ministry.

When Mr. McNeill was twelve years old
the family removed to Inverkip, the father
becoming foreman in a quarry there. At
the village schools the boy received an ed-
ucation consisting of the ordinary English
branches, together with the rudiments of
Latin and French. The Free Church
minister at Houston remembers being
struck by John's habit of sitting alone ou
the docrstep for long spells of weditation
—s80 unusual in a boy. On leaving school
the lad entered the employment of the
Caledonian Railway Company gs gate-boy
at Inverkip Statim. By-and-by he be-
came potter aud he had a varrow escape
oneday when engage:d incoupling waggons.
He cap never forget having heen a ‘‘rail-
way wan " ; the tnger the butlers nipped
is ever before him. After three years in
this humble occupation he was pranoted
to the booking-cftice at Greenuck.  Spend-
ing every Sabbath under the parental roof
he worshipped with the family in the Free
church of Inverkip : and, under the min-

and overspreading his countenance is a'istry of Rev. Peter Douglas. he became

laok not free {rom pain. Does he hear
the hum of bees and see the blue smoke
cur] among village woods.

1
I

conscious of a great change in his attitude
towards God. His conversion, however,

Doeshisheart  had not been preceded by a course of open
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sin. He lately remarked that he was a
 converted decent man—a kind hard to
convert.” He was about nineteen when
this accurred ; and with the courage that
is so marked a feature of hid character, he
at once stood up and testified to being on
the Lord’s side. Ever giving satisfaction
to his employers, he was sent, in the year
1875, to tako charge of the Company's
town office at the east end of Princes-
street. In a few weeks he saw reason to
give up his post, but at once got a clerk-
ship in the North British Railway Offices
across the street.

Since his conversion he had been in the
habit of addressing religious 1neetings,
and now he threw himself heartily into
the work of the Young Mon's Christian
Association. His capacity for public
speaking soon became apparent, and many
friends in the city urged him to study for
the ministry. Following their advice he
relinquished railway clerking, and, in the
autumnn of 1877, cntered the University.
It was a bold step, but if he had any
doubts of its propriety they were dispelled
by a couversation with his mother. When
he told her what he had done, her lips
quivered, and her countenance betrayed
unusual emotion. Then came words he
can never forget, ‘* 1 have never told you,
but I meant you for that before I saw
your face.” There are many Hannahs;
but how few can let their sons await the
Lord’s call! With marked emphasis Mr.
McNeill is wont to say that his mother
and he were aiways *‘ great friends.”

Three years were spent at the Aris
classes ; and during all that time he sup-
ported himself by mission work in connec-
tion with Free St. Bervand's church—
work which, of course, precluded all en-
deavour after academic distinction. Ever
courageous, he entered intv watrimony
during the Jast year of his curriculum in
Edinb rgh. His next step was to remove
to Glasgow, where he attended the Uni-
versity for one year and the Free Church
College for four years, all the time sup-
porting himself and his family by mission
work. On receiving Presbyterial license
to preach the Guspel, he was at once in-
vited to beeome the minister of the Barony
Fres Church, Glasgow, a chuerch with a
thousand members. ~ Thinking the charge
100 great for & young winister, he declived
it, uotwithstanding a tempting stipend.
Soon afterwards he was called bv the Mc-
Cric-Roalrgh congregativnin Edinburgh.

It was & small body made .up of two de-
cayed Free Church congregations in a poor
district of the city. Accepting the call he
was ordained in the summer of 1886,

His success has leen phenomenal.
Scotsmen dearly love & serm n, and when
it was announced that a second Spurgeon
had appeared in an Edinburgh pulpit there
was a rush to hear him. Grave people,
hearing of the odd sayings that made his
audiences sinile and of his extraordinary
unconventionality in the pulpit, shook
their heads, and wrote him anonymous
letters. Others went to hear him for
themselves, and camne under the spell of
an earnest preacher who believed hehad a
diviue message to man and was not par-
ticular about the way of delivering it,
provided he got it' into their heads and
hearts. |

The church, which is seated for six
hundred, svon became insufficient for the
crowds that resorted to it ; so the evening
gervice has, during the past fifteen months,
been held ina drill hall or circus, the
audiences numbering from three to five
thousand. The Wednesday evening con-
gregations fill the church.  Opinions differ
as to the constitution ¢f the circus gather-
ing, but we think the non-churchgoing
element i very considerable. All classes
in the city ara represented, but the major-
ity are well-dressed people of its middle
class, who attend the service pretty regu-
larly. All that seemns wauting to form a
great congregation is a permanent building
capable of holding about four thousand
pevple. Some influential gentlemen, in-
cluding two medical professors in the uni-
versity, are at lastabout to issue an appeal
to the Scottish public for subscriptions
with which to erect a tabernacle. any
think the Free Church has been rather
dilatory in the matter, and it is whispered
that the United Presbyterians would soon
roof him in if he would only join them.

Of what theological school is Mr. Mc-
Neill?  Well, if the distinction may be al-
lowed, he does not preach a systew of tho-
ology, but the Gospel. Nevertheless, he
holds a definite system ; and if you were
to ask him what it was he would probably
hand you the Shorter Catechism.  But his
serinons are not ‘* Shorter Catechism and
water”; he deals with the whale length
and breadth of Bible history, biography,
aund precept. While not abjuring text
preaching, he likes to take up an Oid
Testament story or une of Christ’s miracles,
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and deal with it on the plan of the natural
divisions of the narrator. Dwelling large-
ly as he does on the Divinity of our Lord,
ho is neverthciess in full sympathy with
those who lay stress on his humanity, and
he displays wonderful power in illustrating
how He was * bone of ou’ hone and flesh
of our flesh.” ’

A man of splendid physique, he used to
indulge in all manly sports, such as swim-
wing (he once swam three milesat a
stretch), throwing the hammer, and tossing
the caber. Even yet he could give you a
valuable hint as to putting the stone, and
wmight name the Australian cricketers as
easily as the twelve Apustles. To alcohol
and tobacco he has always been a strauger.
He possesses that mysterious magnetism
which gives a men power over his fellows,
he unites in his character the shrewdness
and humour of the Scot with the emotion-
alisin and generous impulse of the Irish-
man.

London has coveted Mr. McNeill, High-
gate Presbyterian cungregation having
given hin a call which Lis declined, though
not without hesitativn. Soon afterwards
the Free Church offered hLim the post of
their evangelist for. Scutlund at a large
salary. This, too, he declined, partly for
domestic reasons, and partly because of his
opinion that Sentland can be evangelized
to a great extent in Edinburgh, whither
the flower of Scottish youth resort for edu-
cation and professional training.

Mr. McNeill has a happy home, and
three little rogues exercise him in the joys
and sorrows of fatherhood.

Mr. McNeill is very popular in London.
He has preached several times in Spur-
geon's Tabernacle.  Besides his regular
morning and afternoon services in Regent
Square Church he preaches on Sabbath
evenings in Exeter Hall, to the throngs
which gather there.

THE UNEXPECTED ANSWER.

Something stayed his fecet. There wes
a fire in the grate within—for the night
was chill—and it lit the little parlor, ana
brought out in startling eflects the pictures
on the wall. But these were as nothing
to the picture on the hearth. There, by
the soft glow of the firelight, knelt his
little child, at its muther's feet, its small
hands clasped in prayer, its fair head bow-
ed, and its rosy lips uttering each word

with childish distinctness. The father
listened, spell-bound to the spot:

. 4.
** Now 1.Jay me down to sleep,
I pray the Lord my soul to keep;
If I ahould die before I wake,
I pray the Lurd my soul to take.”

Sweet innocent! The man himsc | who
stond there with bearded lips tightly shut
together had said that prayer once at his
mother’s knee. Where was that mother
now? The sunset gates had long ago un-
batred to let her pass through, But the
child had not yet bnished; he heard her,
** God bless mamma, papa, and my own
self.” Then there was a pause, and she
lifted her troubled blue eyes to her mo-
ther's face. *‘ God bless papa,” lisped
the little one; * and—please send him
home sober.” He could not hear the mo-
ther as she said this, but the child follow-
ed, in a clear. inspiring tone; ¢* God—
bless papa —and please— send him—home
—sober.  \men.”  Mother and child
sprang to their feet in alarm when the
door opened suddenly, and they saw who
had returned so soon; hut that night, when
little Mamie was being tucked in bed after
such a romp with papa, she said, in the
sleepiest and most contented of voice,
¢ Mamma, God answers most as quick as
tbe telephone, dvesn't He?”

FAITH'S FRUITS.

‘ Herein is my Father glorifled that ye bear much
fruit."—John xv : 8.

Are you a fruit-bearer in your Lord’s
vineyard ? Are you seeking to make life
one grand aci of consecration to his glory
— one thank-offering to his unmerited
love? You may be unable to exhibit much
fruit in the eye of the world ; your cir-
cumstances and pogition iw hfe may for-
bid you to puint to any splendid services ;
or laburivus and imposing efforts in the
cause of God. It matters not.  Jt is
often those fruits that are viiseen and un-
known to man. ripening in seclusion, that
he values most: the quiet, lowly walk,
patience and rubmission, sentleness and
humility. putting yourself unreservedly
in his hands, willing to be led by him
even in darkness. saying, ** Nov my will,
but thy will,” the' unselfish spirit, the
meck bearing of an injury, the unostenta-
tious kindness—these are some of the
‘fruits” which your Heavenly Father
loves, and by which he is glorified.
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PARENTAL AFFECTION
FLUENCE.

When mothers are mentioned in the
brief record of the early life of some dis-
tinguished character in God's Word, we
have reason tothink that they had agre. t
influence in forming the character of their
children. © Joseph had the cuunsel and
training of his mother twelve or lifteen
vears. In the remarkable events in the
infancy of Moses, he was sent to his mo-
thar to have her shaping influence in the
formation of a character that lias Leen ad-
mired ty God’s people from this day down
to the present time. The power of the
mother in the case of Samuei and of Tim.
othv, is distinctly related in the Bible.

Throughout the history . of the Christ-
ian Church there are beautiful examples
of the faithfulness of mothers in training
their children for God. XNonna, mother
of Gregory of Nazianzen; Anthusa, mother
of Chrysustom; and Monica, mother of
Augustine, have secured a prominent
place in ecclesiastical history, mainly be.
cause of their devution to their children.
Indeed. we have nun instances of godly
mothers neglecting the religious training
of therr cusidren.  The Church in all its
brauches holds that to be important, and
enjoinsattentiontoit. Baxtergaveitashis
opinion, that if every parent would faith-
fully perform his duty in bringing up his
children in the nurture and adnonition of
the Lord, it would alinost render unneces
sary the living ministry. Shairp says:
¢t College learning is good, but all the
learning of all the univursities of Europe
cannot compensate for the loss of that
which the youth, reared in a religious
home, has learned in childhoud at his
mother’s knee.” .

Since the power of the Christian mo-
ther is recognized to be 8o great, it isa

AND 1N.

wonder that nmore mothers do not use it -

with greater effect. We fancy that Rev.
Dr. Payson, in writing to his mother when
a young mn, found vne defect, when he
says ‘“ Why cannot other parents learn
your art of mixing the friend with the pa
1ent.”
feleowship of the friend, with the author-
ity of the parent, would add immensely to
ths power of the parsnt. The reading of
the letters of his imnuther to President

A little more of the umestrained |

the anxiety and the tenderness of the mo-
ther's heart, which desired that her son
should be a goud man.

John Ashworth at early dawn heard
the voice of his mother, as she prayed
* Lord bless John! Keep him from bad
company, and wake him a good and use-
fulmen.” ** Her words went to my young
heart,” said he, *‘ and they are ringing in
my ears to this hour.”

‘¢ Home influences, directed hy a pious
mother,” Washington declared wee the
source of hiis success.  When his mother
heard of his success, she said ‘“ It was
nothing more than 1 expected, as Gevrge
was always a good boy.”

When well advanced in life, Thomas
Benton said: ‘ My mother asked me
never to use tubacco, and 1 never touched
it from that time to the prusentday. She
asked me not to gawme, and 1 have not.
\When I was seven years of age. she asked
me not to drivk, aud then 1 made a reso-
lution of total abstinence.”

President Lincoln's mother died when
lie was ten years of age, and even at that
early age he was well instructed in the
Bible, and he said ¢f his mather, *¢ Alk
that I am, or hope to be, I owe to my mo-
ther.” .

Said Rev. Dr. Bushuell of his mother :
* Long years ago she vanished; but God
stays by me still, emlracing mo m my
gray hairs, as tenderly and as carefully as
she did in my infancy.”

When the parents’ training and solici-
tude are apprecisted and acknowledged
before their removal froin the world, then
their care must come with great satisfac-
tion to their remembrance. Guizut once
wrote to his motherin the foilowing words:
“1f I ever do any real goud, the conso-
lation it way affurd you, will be my
sweetcst recompense.”

To please lhis father was one great
thought in the early life of Dr. Thomas
Gathrie, and he wrote at his death ** ¥
was anXious to pieage him by success in
wy studies, and when he died, } felt a< if
one great motive to exertion was gone.”

Dr. Payson wrote to his parents:
**Thanks be to God, that you are loved
and blessed by many who never saw you,
on account of your children.”

When the praises of the people ‘were
many, just after the writing of the mis-

Adams. 1cd a stranger to say to him one ; sionary hymn ‘‘ From Greenland's icy
day, ** I lave found out whdt made jou ;mountain,” Heber was found ** on his

the man you are.” Those letters revealed  hnees thanking God, not so much for the

IR
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ialents which brought him so much hon-
or, as for the happiness which they had
enabled him to give his parents.”

On the other hand, how keen are the
reproaches of memory, when a man is led
to cry out, as did Charles Lamb, when he
said ** What would 1 give to call my dear
wmother back to earth for a single day, to
ask her pardun upon my knees forall
those acts by which I grieved her gentle
spirit.”

Aow tha memories of parentsl affection
and influence como to us us the end of
life approaches. It is said of Senator
Hill, that when too feeble to walk into
the pavlor to view his mother's portrait,
he would have himself carried in, and
after gazing for a time, would say, *‘1 shall
soon be with her again.”

When on his death bed, Rev. Dr.
Adams of New York, remarked :*‘ I owe
everything to the judicious training of
my parents. Serious, earnest in their
own religious life, they never made reli-
gion repulsive. My mother's influence
was specially gentle and wise.”

After referring to his attention to his
mother's grave, Thaddeus Stevens re-
marked in his will: ** I do this out of re-
spect to the memory of my mother, to
whom I owe wharever little of prosperity
1 have had on earth, which, small as it is,
1 desire emphatically to acknowledge.”

John B. Gough said in reference to his
wother, before alarge audience, ** I stand
before you to-night, to declare that if 1
have ever accomplished anything in the
world, if I have ever done aught of guod,
what I am aud what I have done by the
urace of God, has been through the influ-
ence of that mother.”— R, H. W, i N, Y.
Eran.

PROHIBITION IN KANSAS,

Fowe facts may be noted with regard
te Prohibition 12 Kansas where it has been
wrought with good effect forseveral years.

(1.) How it was brought about. It was
**not adopted as a party measure. The
liquor men forced the issue until the
political parties tovk sides for or againat.
them. It was triumphantly dec that
* the political party that will dave endorse

prohivbition will dig its own grave.’ The |

deminant party took the risk, and has
1epentedly 10 ats platforms declared for
the law and its enforcement. At the last
election it had a majority of over 80,000

at the head of all States voting with the
sriumphant party.”

(2.) It cost & severe struggle not only
to get it passed but to make it work.
There have buen periods when not only
leading newspapers, but even a minister
of the gospel, declared that Prohibition
was a farce. Some of the courts seemed
unable to get convictions, and ofticers of
the law helped the criminals, but they did
not wait until the * country was ripe for
it.” The friends of temperance secured
it as soon as they were able and enforced
it as well as they could. Once the law
was placed on *he Statute books there
were no longer diverting questions. The
conflict was simplified. 1t was mcrely a
yuestion of enforcing the law, and in this
suocess soon crowned their efforts, and at
present the Prohibitory Jaw in a great
portion of the State is as well enforced as
other criminal laws.

(3.) Its results. Governor Martin in
his closing message says :

¢ There is no longor any issue or contro-
vorsy in Kansas coucerning the results and
beneficence of our temperance lawvs. Except
in a few of the larger cities all hostility to
them has disapneared. For six years, at
four exciting general elections, the questions
involved in the abolition of the salvon were
disturbing and promineut issues, but at the
election held in November last this subject
was rarely mentioned by partisan speakers
or newspapers. Public opinion, it is plainly
apparent, has undergone a marked change,
and there are now very few citizens in
Kansas who would be willing to return to
the old order of things.

*¢The chauge of sentiment on this question
is well grounded and natnral. No observing
and intelligent citizen has failed to note the
beneficent results already attained. Fully
nine-tenths of the drvinking and drankenness
B:ev&]eut in Kausas eight years ago have

en abolished ; and I affirm with earnest.
uess and .emphasis that this State is to-day
the most temperate, orderly, sober com-
manity of people in the civilized world.
The abolition of the saloon has not only pro-
moted the personal happiness and general
prosperity of our citizens but it bas enor-
mously diminished crime ; has filled thous-
ands of homes where vice and want and
wretchedness once prevailed, with peace,
plenty and cuntentment ; and has materially
increasad the trade and business of those
eugaged in the sale of useful aud wholesome
articles of merchandise.”

- Governor Lyman, Governor Martin's
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suécessor, in his first message to the
Legislature says :

“ The growth of public sentimeut in sup-
port of Constitutional Prohibition in Kansus
18 steady, healthy and unmistakable. In
the last campaign no political party had the
témerity to dewand a resubmnssion of the
question to the peaple, iu the face of a pupu-
lar verdict that has becn repeated, and
emphasized every time the popular sense has
beun taken. As an issue in hunsas politics,
resubmission is as dead as slavery. The
suloon as a fuctor in politics, as a moral
iniquity, hus been outlawed and wade a
¢ fugitive and a vagabond on the face of the
earth,’ or that parc of it within the tervi-
torial limits of Kanses.”

Attorney Geueral Bradford repeats an
assertion wade in a former report :

“¢ that the laws emacted to muke effectual
prohibition in Kuusas have interested the
people and are diseussed more by the wasses
than ail other laws on the statute buok. The
people are beginning to see the vesults: The
payer begins to feel it. The wives and
cnildren of reformed inebriates experience
the change. Probibition is here to stay: it
is & fixed fact. It is indelildy stamped upon
our statute books. A vote of the peuple
would never erase it. For the good 1t has
done and will do it ought never w be erased.
It is depopulating our penitentiary; and re-
ducing psuperisu sud crime to the mini-
wmum.” X ' T

He also says that

‘‘ the administration of the law is growing,
more populur, thattue masses demaua it ant

schemiug individuals are slow to uppuse the

will of the masses. The averageaye « “those

convicted of crime aud sent to tne peunitenti-

ary in Kansas has increased, a proof con-

clusive that the boys of to-day, in this State,

ure not inmates of these dens of infamy and

schools of erime (the saloons.)” .

The Topeka Capital-Comnionwealth de-

clares that

‘ this report of the legal representative of
Kansas should effectually end all cavil about
the inetliciency of the prohibitory luw as a
conservator of the public peace, aud as one
of the most potent agencics obtainable for
the suppression of vice and erime.”

A leading man in Kausas writes

« s it not & remarkable fact that w'lxile the
population of the State has beon stendily in-

+ credsing, thenumber of erimes and crimmals

is decreasing? At the recent opening of the
bistriet Court in Topeka, represeuting a
population of 60,000 peuple, there was not a-
solitary crimmninal case on the docket. A

police judge said, ‘* Prohibition kills the
goose that luys: the golden eggs tur police
courts.”
GOL'S DESIRE TO SAVE.

/B _HUWARD CROSBY, D.D., NEW YORK.
~ Johaiii: 1617, * Gud 8o loved the
world, that he gave his orly begotten Son,
that whosoever beltcveth 1n lum should
not perish, but have everlasting life, for
God sent not his Son into the world to
cundemn the waorld, but that the world
through Him might be saved.”

1 1m. aic 4. ** Who wishes all men
to bu saved and to come untv the hnowl-
edge of the truth.”

2 Pet. 1i: 9. > Not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to-
repentance. '

Nuthing can  be plainer from these
Scriptures than that God sought to save
all wen. Hesaw them sinners and douvm-
ed otherwiss tu perish, aud 4o sent his
Sun to suve them,  He did not wish then
to perish, but he wished them to Le saved.
Aud all tms atter wan had sinned. Heé
kuew the extent of theirsin and its desert
of etemm. ruin as the necessary conse-
quence, and yet he wished to save all men.
it these Scriptures du not say this, they
say nothing. Now, for anyone to say
after all tius that sinners go to eternal
ruin becauss God has not chusen to save
them—t.at 1 e wished to save some, but
did nut wish to save others---is to give the
direct lie o thérs Scriptures. 1t is the
siuner’s choicy, and not Gud’s that he gues
to hetl.  When God wmade man after his
own image he gave hiin an wdependent
will.  ‘Tuat mude him u responsivic agent.
There was uothir g back of that will.  Wheun
man wilied to sint it was cian that willed,
uot God.  Manu acted independeantly of God.
Su when the whuie race was lost in sin
and-doom God saw fit in his infinite mercy
to offer in Christ salvation to all men.
This was no sham offer. The thought is
blasphemy. His otter was with the wish
to save atl. Man, as lost 1 sin, is utterly
impotent todo geod.  All goud.in him
must come from God, as the stuner receives
the divine grace. ‘God offers him this
suving and 1enewing grace, urging him tu
accept it. If a man accepts it, atis the
man s will and not God’s will that.uccepts
it. Jf he rejectsit, itis the wman's wall
sud not God s thatrejects it.  To say that
God makes one wan accopt it aud mukes
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the other reject it (by not making him ac-
cept it) is again to give the lie to the
Scriptures quoted. Man's independent
will is constantly ap};oaled to by every invi-
tation of the gospel. It was God's will
that man’s will should be independent.
When a sinnor, seeing his loat condition,
cries to God for help, there is no merit in
that cry. Accepting a salvation is not a
merit. Hence the act of a sinner's will
in saying *‘ Yes” to God's grace is not an
act of holiness or moral goodness. 1t is
seeking relief from God, as God presses
that reliof vpon him. The moment the
sinuer says ** Ves,” God’s grace opens in
him as before it had operated on him and
every sinner, The man is renéwed and a
habitation of the Spirit. Anything what-
everput before this indepondent will of
man in accepting salvation, however deli-
cately and metaphysically you may put it,
destroys man's responsibility, and makes
man a wachine and the gospel a delusion.

It does not mar God's sovel‘eignt%t.bat.
he gave man an independent will. Did it
mar God's suvereignty that Adam sinned
with an independent will? Nor does it
take from the fact that salvation is all of
grace that man accepts that grace with an
independent will. He has no power to do
good, but he has power to accept grace.—
Homiletic Rerview.

STREET SIGHTS IN MEXICO.

RY BISHOP HENRY W, WARREN, D. D, IN
GOSPEL IN ALL LANDS,

The first things that strike a traveller
in a strange laud are the street ‘sights.
‘They are evident and obtrusive. They
are the outcome of all the thrift or thrift-
lessness, of all the inner life, and even of
the modes of thinking and metaphysics of
the land. ‘They ave the outwaid signs of
an inward graco or disgrace. e

Une is first struck with the odd and
sometimes fantastic appellations of small
shops. A grocery, ina room 7x12 feet,
parades the name of ** Philosophy-" On
the grog-shops may be seen the following
very frank and significant names: *‘‘ The
Charms of the Seductress,” ** The Birth
of Venus,” ** The Kiss of Love,” ‘¢ The
Toast of Bacchus,” ** The Life Eternal”
(hetter have said denth eternal), ** The
Veosuvius” (suggestive of ficry floods),
** The Shipwreck,” ** The Delirium Tre-
mens,” ** The Little Hell.” Sodo men
defy dest'ny and face the worst. They

know they rush on ruin, and glory in
their shame.

Associated with these blatant shopsis
the publio traffic in pulque, the natiunsal
intoxicant or stupefier. Loug before
reaching Moxico City one sees vast plan-

‘tations of maguoy plant, a apecies of cac-

tus, from the center of which whole pails-
ful of juice are drawn, which, being put
in hog-ekins, ferments and becomes mild-
Jy alcoholic. It is a vile drink. Itis
said that one train cowes intu this city
every day bringing pulque encugh to make
a charge of $3,000 as freight, Itis dis-
tributed to the shops in the city in casks,
from which it is drawn into the detestable
hog-skins once more. The hog never
luoks worse than when his skin 18 full of
this evil spirit, avith neck and each leg
tied up to prevent its running out, too
drunk to stand, and lying round waiting to
have the evil spirit transferred from its
inside to the inside of some man.

Clothes are a atreet study in Mexico.
The most violent contrasts are every-
where apparent. Here one mests balf a
dozen gentleman in overcoats. Immedi-
ately behind come men whose trouser-
legs are not more than six inches long
and whose shirts are assemblages of holes
loosely attached together. Each party is
:]euonably clad for some part of every

ay. :

Pants are often gorgeous “with silver
buttons, a double ruw running up each
outside seawn, with a silver cord laced be-
tween the buttons of each row. Some-
times as many as ae hundred and fifty
buttons are reguired for a single pair of
pants, and constitute no amall part of
one's fortune. The silver on one pair
that I saw cost $120. These garments
are cut so small that the buttons are a nec-
casity. And yet in the diversity of styles
it is aot strange to see on the lower class-
es pants thirty inches in circumference at
the knees. Occasionally both atyles are
combined, the tight pants being worn
over the wide drawers, and, being a foot
to short, display a flowing drapery ina
most attractive manner. %’mu are also
mnade in sections, so that we can have sim-
ply a covering for the trunk, or a complete
pair, according to the weather, taste, or
the exigencies of employment. The fund-
amental idea that lies at the buse of &
Mexican ge \tleman's dress is that heisa
horseman. Hence panta are ofte~ re-en-
forcel with leather, asif for ca.:xl:y ser-

L eed
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vice, and worn by men who never vault
into a saddle, Sometimes there is only
cloth enough to connect the pieces of lea-
ther, and often none at all. Patched
pants are a sign of gentility here,

Another strange article of apparel is a
long shawl, called a rebo:o, on the women,
and ¢ blanket, callad serape, on the men,
‘The rebozo is drupped on the head, one
end fulling in front of the left shoulder,
and the other end is passed in frout of
the face and thrown behind the left
shoulder. 1t is head.dress, cloak, man-
tilla, basket, baby-wagou, and general
cover for all things one desires to concenl.
Sometimes a hule is cut in the middle of
the serape and it is slipped over the head;
butin every case it is wrapped tightly
about the arms if the weather is in the
least chilly. What are the possibilities
of arace the arms of which are wrapped
in shawls ¥ 1t becomes almost un armless
race. 1t may be quustivned whether the
toga was not vne great occasion of the de-
cadence of the Kastern, Grecian, m.d
Roman peoples. Such swathing bouds of
manhood and of manhoeod’s mnost effective
inembers must tend to reduce men to in-
fancy. One often sees men stop and leok
eagerly at sumething on the ground, as if
desiring to pick it up ; but the trouble of
unwrapping aud of rewrapping is too much
and they pass on.

Shoes are in equally great varicty.
Many, both women and men, wear noue
whatever. Many wear the sandal, which
is simply a pioce of leather pierced round
the edge for strings to lace over the fuut.
People wearing these never have corns.
Nearly all the shoes in the market here are

short as possible, have high heols, and are.

made to keep up the traditional idea that
a Spaniard has a high instep. Hats are
in equally great variety.
has a brim six or eight inches wide, offen
stiff with silver or guld braid. The hat-
band affords a field for the play of creative
genius : here it puts a silvered 1ch rope
three times round the crown and orna-
ments the ends; there it puts a series of
double cones, combined with other elabor-
ate ornamentation, ahout the hase of a
crown twolve inches high, Hate frequent-
1y cost twonty or fifty dollars ; and one
gentleman showed e 2 hait for which he
paid eighty dollars. T counterbalance
this excessive bestuwal of money and ma-
terial on the hats of a few many go with
very little ur no hat atall, 1 dismiss the

The sombrero’

‘ease o, movement.

subject of clothes with the remark that
such extreme raggedness is not to be found
in any other country. The brown skins
appear in sections amid the streaming rags
of all colors, textures and shapes. It is
not strange to ses a bit of fiery red carpet-
patched on to what was once white cotton.
The whole effect produced is that of
Foverty; lack of taste, ambition, and per-
haps poesibility of bettering their con-
dition, .

Lottery-tickets are offered with constant
frequency ou the streets. There are no
savings-banks, but lotteries conducted by
the Government. It is no wonder the
people are poor.

A striking peculiarity of street life in
Mexico is the punber of burdens borne ou
huwan shoulders. The water carriers are
very numorous. An enorinous earthen
jar, with three large ears, is slung on the
back, supported exclusively by a strap
over the forehead. To balance this a
smaller jar is hung in front, supported by
a strap vver the tup of the head. Seeing
these men and women stagger along under
their heavy burdens one longs to bring the
melting snow of Popdcatepetl down to the
city in pipes, and set it leaping, singing,
breaking into pearls in the sunlight, as
abundant and free asGod's gift of air.

All sorts of boxes, trunks, and furniture
are carried on the shoulders of men. One

“reason is, the strcets are quite bad for

carts, and another is, men are cheaper
than beasts. These men carry enbrimous
burdens, some actually walking off with
nine hundred pounds. Nothing can be
more expressive of strength and the beau-
tiful play of muscle, now stiff as steel and
anon plisble as tenderest flesh, than to see
a man, with nearly every muscle in sight,
moving quickly under such loads. As the

- burden shitts fromn one leg to the other in
“walking the lights and shadows play on the

shapely limbs and the rounded or relaxed
niuscles tnore beautifully than the flicker
«f sunlight through wind-tossed leaves.
Nearly all these burden-bearers move at a
quick step, scarcely touching the hee,
thus giving an appearance of exquisite
Their mov.ment re-
wminds one of that of the runyers before
the chariots of the kings of the East. The
runners scarculy, if at all, touch the heel
to the ground, and have no difliculty in
keeping ahead of the must spirited horses.
But, seeing these immortal men reduced to
mere muscle, how one longs to cry aloud:
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¢ There is power enough in wind, steam,
and lightaing to grind all this corn, lift all
these loads, carry all these burdens.
These powers leap over the mountain-tops,
lift acres of lava in yonder volcano, and
parade their swiftness in the daily light-
ning, trying to tell man that they are ser-
vatits, that he is king. They offer their
powers for the burden and reach the scep-
ter toward his hand.” But his hand is
clutched on the means of his oppression,
he puts by the scepter, and the furces God
has provided to work for the emancipation
of his children frolic and play on.

One of the most str.king things seen in
Mexico is the perpetual suggestion of the
customs, manners, and ways of the East.
The houses, in the country, at least, are
mostly one-story high, made of mud, or
sun-baked bricks «f adobe; they are enter-
ed by a front door inte a pateo or open
court, Here all the animals hérd. One
meets the same little donkeys as in the
East, bearing the same burden of thrce
hundred pounds. In the field are the
same plows and other agricultural tools.
Une of the oldest Aztec idols has a head-
diess singnlarly like that of the sphinx of
Egypt. uUne constantly sees the same
complexion and physiognomy as zmong the
Eastern races. There is the same style of
dress. The people have the same patient,
helpless look tlat belongs to contented
slaves. omen wash by the atream in
the same manner. One may eat bread
baked at the foot of Hermon and at the
foot of the Cordilleras and not know the
difference except by the material of which
it is made. The scenes call up the ideas
from which thes: striking rescmllances
spring. Eventhe Aztecs lel eved in cata
str. phic epochs; they Lad traditions of the
delnge, of the ark, of the dove and the
green sp ay or leaf. The great religious
structures of the country are pyrumids ;
the one of Cholula is in design and idea a
1epetition of Babel. Further back they
represent Eve as bringing sin into the
world by the temptation of a serpent, and
as bequeathing to her sex the svrrows of
childuirth. Theancient languages are ex-
ceedingly similar to those of the East in
organization, but not in e!ymology, The
astute artgun.ents of Ga litin, Barton and
Vater, drawn from intellectunl ana’o gies,
eusily persuade one that early Mexican
divilization drew its characteristics fiowm
Eastein and Western Asia by way of the
Behiing's Strait and by way of the lust

continent of Atlantis ; but the more evi-

observer whose steps have wandered
around the places of the changeless cus-
toms of the Qrient,

Sureet scenes in Mexico are amuysing at
times ; but the general impression is that
of sadness that a race can bhe oppréssed for
centuries till all elasticity has been worn
out, that inen with immortal minds can be-
come contented beasts of burden, and,
saddect of all, that the most of this has
been accomplished by what claims to Le
religion.—-The Independent.

EXCUSES,
BY D. L. MOODY.

But I hear some cne say, ‘‘ He has not
touched my case at all. None of these
things ever troubled me ; but the fact is,
I cannot believe. I would like to come,
but I cannot believe.” Not iong ago a
man said to me, ‘I cannot believe.”
“ Whom?” I asked. He stammered and
said again, ‘1 cannot believe?” I said,
“ Whom " ¢ Well,” he said, **1 cannot
helieve.” * Whom 1" I asked again. At
last he said, *“ | cannot believe mygelf.”
‘ Well, you don't need to. You do not
need to put any confidence in yourself.
The less you Lelieve in yourself the bet-
ter. But if you tell me you can’t believe
God, that is another thing ; and I would

me, ‘*1 have a great respect for you; [
have a great adiniiation for you ; but I do
not beliove a word you say,” [ eay to my-
se f, I certainly dvo not think muc' of

goo l wmany pevple talk about God. They
say *‘1 have a profound reverence for

wy hemt ; but 1 do not believe Him.”

you won't bulieve ?  There is no real rea-
son why men cannot believe Gud. I chal-

ever made that He has not kept. The
idea of & man standing up in the afternoon
of the nineteenth century and saying he
icannot believe God! My friend, you
| have no remnson for not 1elieving Him.

If you say you cannct believe man, ‘there -

would be some reason in that, lLecause

| men very often say what isnot true.  But .
God never makes any mistakes. ‘‘Has.

dent material scenes of to-day thrust the:
same conclusion far more forcefully on the.

like to ask you why ?” If a man says to-

yowradmiration.” But this is the way a

God ; the very name of God strikes awe to -

W hy den't you be honest and say at once -

lengo any infidel on the face of the earth .
to put his finger on one promire God has .
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He said it and shall he not make it gou.d?”’
Believe in God and shy as Job says:
**Though He slay me, yet will I trust
Him.” Sowme men talk as if it were a
great misfortune that they dv not believe.
They seem to look upon it as a kind of in-
firmity, and think they ought to be sym-
pathized with and pitied. But bear in
mind that it is the most damning sin in
the world. When He the Holy Ghost is
<ome, He will reprove the world of sin,
hecause they believe not un Me.” That is
the sin of the very ragt of sin ; and the
frit is bad, for the trev1s bad. May God
open our vyss to see that He is true, and
may we be led io put our fullest trust in
Christ.

But you say, *“ I do not know what it is
to believe.” 'Chat. is another excuse.
Well, let me put it differently- Suppose
T soy trfst Him—just take Him at His
Word. Behlievo that He 1eally invites you
— that He wants you to come. If you do
not know what it is to believe, will you
not just trust God ?

But here is anuther one who says, *¢ 1
would like to cume very much, but [ am
afraid 1 would not hold out.” Now, 1
have had a rule for a number of years that
has been a great help to iné—never to
cross a mountain until you come to it.
You trust Christ to save you now. The
devil throws u little straw across your
path, and then tvies to magnify it and
makes you think it is a great mountain.
Never mind tha mountains ; trust Him to-
night to save you. If He can save you
to-night, He can keep ycu to-morrow.
When you have sat down at the banquet
and had one guud feast—when you have
had one interview with Christ, you will
not want to lewve Him. 1 accepted this
invitation twenty yoars ago, and ! never
wanted to go back. I have not had to
keep myself all thuse years.
been back imtwenty-four hours if [ had.
But thank Gol, we do not have to keep
oursclves, The Lord is my keeper, wy
chepherd, I shall not want. Hekoeps us.
1t takes the sumne grace to keep us that it
does to save us. And God has told us
that *“ My gea:s is sufficient for you.”

But some pe iple are not at all afraid of
falling away. They are sure that God is
quite able to save them, and quite strong
¢nough to keep them. But when you ask
them if they are Chiistians, they say,
‘ Well, you kuow, 1 would like to be.
but I have no time.” If [ were to go tu

I would have

the door to-night, and take you by the
hand and say, ‘* My friend, why not ac-
cept of the invitation to-night?” some of
you would say, *‘ Please just excuse me
now. 1 have really no time. 1 have got
some very pressing business. to attend to
to morrow morning, and I have to go home
as fast as possible to get my night's rest.
You must excuse me.” Aud the mothers
would eay, ** We have to run home and
put ths children to bed ; you must excuse
wte for this time. So thousands and thou-
sands say they have mo time to be re-
ligious. But, nly friends what have you
done with all the time that God has given
you? What hare you been doing all
these months and years that have rolled
away since He gave you bitth #  1ait true
that you have no time? What did you
do with the 366 days of last year? Had
you no time during all these twelve months
to seek the kingdom of God? You spend
tweuty yenrs gotting an education to en-
able you to earn a living for this poor frail
body, so soon to be eaten up of worms.
You spend seven or eight yearsin learning
a trade, that you mnay earn your daily
bread ; and yet you have not five minutes
to accept of this invitation of Christ's !
My friend, bear in mind you have yet to
find time to die ; to stand in the presence
of the Judge. And when He calls you to
stand hefure that bar, will youdare to tell
Him that you had no tiwe to prepare for
the marriage supper of His Scen? You
have no time ? Take time ! Let every-
thing else be laid aside until you have ac-
cepted this invitation.

'PECULIAR CUSTOMS.

Travelling in Syria, the natives will tell
you how Mr. H. H. Jessup, in his early
days in the country, sat down to eata
Syrian repast. He raw alarge flat thing
beside his plate, which he tuvk to be a
napkin of a peéculiar texture. So he
spreud this out on his lap, and later called
for some bread. It turned out that he
had the bread in his lap.

The late Mr. Dale used to tell of a certain
Mount Lebanon eolporteur, who came to
a bigoted village where the inhabitants
refused to buy a single Bible, He then
attempted to give some away. This fail-
ed. Finally, in half despair, ‘‘with more
shrewdness than piety,” he managea to
put the Bibles where they could be stolen,
and before the next, morning every book
was gune. — Christian at Work,
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THE REVIVAL IN RUSSIA.

This work which began in 1874 when
Lord Radstock paid a visit to St. Peters-
burg and addressed a fow persons assein-
bled in a drawing-room froin day to da;
on the subject of ‘‘Spiritual Christianity,”
still continues to svme extent. Several
prominent leaders of suciety then became
vincere Christians, and frow this small be-

inning the movement spread in every
girecti(m, and svon became one with a
similar work which began earlier in the
South of Russia, and is known as the
Pashkoffski movement. These religious
teachers find a prepared svil in the nuuds
of Russian peasants who are taught by the
Greek Church to say * God be merciful to
me a sinner.”  From this seed of truth it
is not difficult to produce a harvest of
spiritual life. No attempt has been made
on the part of the converts or leaders of
the revival to establish a religious sect, or
separate themselves from the Gresk
Church. But when one enters the clear
light of the Guspel he is very apt to break
his idols, and this course brings down the
Government on his head. ‘Therz hus been
spvere persecution, snd.some of the con-
verts have <isplayed the spirit of true
Christian martyrs as they have accepted
banishment even to Siberia with com-
posure. It is said by oue who has been
in that country, that the Goveroment
with all its vigilance and cruelty is not
able to crush out or impede the work.—
Central Pres.

BHOW THE MaINE LAW ORIGIXY-
AlED.

The following stury was told by Neal
Dow, at his howe in Portland, Maine, to
a correspuudent of a New York daily:

It wus A great many years sygo. 1
was sitting in this same house one <ven-
ing quite lute. In answering a krock
at the door, I found & woman whom 1}

knew very well as the wife of a guvern- |”

ment oftiiul in this city. He was a
peredical druukard, and on this very
night was downtownon aspree. His wife
wished me to get him howe quietly, be-
causo if he was drunk the next day he
might lose lus position. | started out
and found him in the back room of a
down town hotel.  That was in the days
of license in Maine. 1 said to the
keeper in a quiet way: 1 wish you would
soll no mure liquor to Mr. Blank,’

* Why, Mr. Dow,’ he said, ‘' this is my
buisness; 1 must supply wy customers.”
¢ That may all be,’ 1 replied, ‘but here
is this gentleman with a large family
depending on him for support. If he
gous to %nis oftice to-morrow drunk he
will lose his place. I wish you would
sell him no more.” He became some-what
angry, and told mehe, too, had a family
to support; that he had a license to sell
liquor to whoever he pleased. and that
he didu't care to have me meddling in
his buisness.

* ‘So you have s license, have you!
said 1, ‘and you support your family by
destroying that man's? We'll seeabout
this." 1 went home thoroughly deter-
mined to devote wy life to suppressing
the liquor trafile in the best way possible,
The Maine law originated in that rum
shop.”

Wealth as a source of happiness is sheer
humbug, snid & millivnaire to me the other
day ; ** mine never guve me an ounce of
pleasure until I began todo good with it.”
We ninisters ofen find the happiest souls
are they who have the least of earthly
gouds and the moest of Christ, A pastor
vuce called to see an old woman un the
ground floor of a dingy rockery ; she lay
helpless and alone on her bed, and puked
the seanty fire with a longironrod ; a kind
neighbor cume in occasionally to feed the
fire. Her one solace was her Bible, her
one companion was her Saviour. Cheer-
ful, uncomplaining, joyful, she was & liv-
» ing witness how little a humansoul depends
1 for its richest happiness on were externals,
i and how supremely bappy it may be when
| it has the continual presence of the Lord
of glory. **My joy shall remain in you
and your joy shall be full.” Put this
promise to the test, my friend, and then
tell me—when we get to Heayen—if you
were digappointed. —Dr Cuyler.

*“ Heavenly Foot Society ” has been
formed by Chiness women at Amoy. Rev,
John McGowan, wissionary at Amoy, now
in England on a visit, in a speech déliver-
. ed at Manchester recently, stated that the
i society was the result of his persistent
| teaching that the Chinese custom of bind-
| ing the feet was in open violation of the
i precepts of the Guspel. It is his belief
that the example will be extensively imi-

tated, and thut the final result will be a

death blow to the barLarous practice.

~,




~

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN. 117

FOR YOUNG MEN.

Lead not me into temptation! O young
man, thinking within yourself -* I am so

strong, there i8 no fear about s,” 1tell.

you make the most dreadful mistake.
The very fact that you think yourself so
strong, opens the way for the devil and
his insidious attacks. Fling the tempta-
tion aside. Cume to the Lurd's side and
pledgo yourself to him, and be his; and
when you say, ** Lead e not into tempt-
ation’ move in the direction of your pray-
or, God will give you the strength, in
which alone you will be able to resist the
tempter. Then you will be delivered from
evil, and then you will look up.to God,
not taking credit to yourself, not magni-
fying yourself, but saying ** Thine is the
Kingdom, and the power, and the glory.”
—R.v. Juhn Hall.

JAPAN.

Rev. A. Lloyd, a missionary, wiites
that Unitarianisin ie so wonderfully like
Confucianism that it seems likely to prove
specially attractive to the Japanese.
Without change of heart, opinion, or any-
thing else, they will be able to call them-
selves Christians, and enjoy all the con-
sidetation of a Christian nation ; gnd that
is just what they most desive. It must be
admtted that the tendency in Japan ia
toward a nominal rather than a spiritual
Christisuity ; and if .evangelical Christi-
auity is to have mucli ‘Jower in that
country in the near future, the next few
years uiust witness mighty and intense
efforts on the part of those who hold to
the pure gospel of Jesus Christ. — Sel.

THE USES OF SORROW.

The simplest and mos! obvious use of
sorrow is to remind us of God. It would
seem that a certain shock is needed to
bring us in contact with reality. ‘We are
not consvivus of breathing till bstruction
moekes it felt  We are not aware of the
possession of a heart till some disease,
some sudden joy or sorrow, rouses it into
extraordinary action. And we are not
conscious of the mighty cravings of our
half divine humanity, we are not aware
of the goud within us, till some chasm
yawns which must be filled, or till the
rending asundetr of our saffections forces
us ‘o hecowe fearfully ‘conscious of a
need. —Lev. F. W, Robertson.

Some of the best arguments in favor of-
Prohibition are facts, One of the places
where it has boen a'law upon the atatute
book for a number of years in the State of
Maiue, and with regard to its effect there
Senator Frye rays, ‘I can and do from
my personal observation unhesitatingly
attirin that the consumption of intoxicating .
liquors is not to-day one fourth so great
as it was twenty ycars ago, thatin the
country portivna of the State the sale and
use have almost entirely ceased.” One
objection frequently made to it is that
even if it become law it will not sto
drinking. That may be true, neither will
harging stop wurder, nor will any law
stop any vice or crime 8o long as human
nature is unchanged, but the practical
question is what will to the greatest ex-
tent reduce drinking and its consequent
misery and crime' And so far as Pro-
hibition has been adopted the universal
testitnony is tuat *‘ there is nene like un-
toit.”

The growth of our Church in the North
West is illustrated by the fact that in 1882
there were 129 congregations and stat ons,
now there are 4560, In 1882 theie were
1,356 comwmunicauts ; now there are 9,000.
Only 156 churches were erected during the
eight years preceding 1882, and there have
been built 131 churches and manees since
that date, while the Sabbath school attend-
ance has gone up from 616 to over 8,000,

The census in Manitoba in 1886 showed

3,000 Baptists, 18,000 Methodists, 23,600

Anglicaus, and 28,000 Presbyterians,

Nearly 6, C00, 000 persons in the Unit-
ed States depends for their living on the
sale of liquor and tobacco. In every com-
munity of say 6000 prople, nearly 600 live
on the profits of liquor and tobacco. We
are not so far gone in this country.

Probably the **longest pastorate” that
the world ever saw was that of Rev.
Bartholomew Edwards, in England. He
lacked but & week or thereabouts of being
a century old and had been rector of one

“church for 76 yeare,

The German Secrctary of War hasgiven
strict orders to the generals to observe the
rules and regulations on the eanctifica-
tiln of Sunday. Everything preventing
the soldiers from attending divine worship
must be avoided. : .

L

. .
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THE LEFPEROS, PEONS, AND BEG-
GARS OF MEXICO.

Leperos, derived from thoe Castilian lepra
goper). in not pure Spanish, nor does it
enote a class afflicted with the loathsome
disease of leprosy; but it is applied to a
class than which it would hardly be
maible to imagine one more repulsive or
E;sguating. The traveler who sees
themm—and they are fuund every-where
iu the towns of this country—must fain
hope that no human beings like them are
to be found in any other lands of the
earth. They wear littlo clothing, and
that little, unless it is of leather, isapt
to be in shreds and tatters. 1f it is of
Jeather it nigy have seyved to cover the
wearers us long as the children of lsrael
wore their garnents. Their hair, if
sometinies cut, is certainly never combed;
it is long, and watted, and full of vermin.
1t is impossible, in looking at them, to
imagine that they ever washed face, fect,
or body. They are completely encased in
a thick and hard crust of dirt. Their
complexions are very dark, or that is the
color of the dirt covering them, their
teeth alune are clean and bright, and what
with their wild eyes and famine-pinched
features, their expressivon is savage and
altugether wolfish, 1f they are womcen
they will often have two or three little
half-naked, somectimes wholly naked,
chiidren trotting after them or fas‘ened
to their backs. They are the most
miserable-looking creatures I ever saw
wearing the human form. To sse one
such creature would be shocking enough,
but to see them by thousands is a sad
sight indeed. Their haunts in the city of
Mexico are the canals and the markets,
and especially the pulque shope there and
inall towns. They live on what a civil-
ized man would revolt at as no better than
offal. They spend their lives in drinking
gulque (which is as much the national
rink of the Mexicans as lager beer is of
the Germans), quarreling, and stealing.
There is nothing on which they will not
lay their thieving hands if they get a
chauce. The superintendent of telegraph
cunstruction on the road between Vera
Cruz and Mexico told me that, despite all
their vigilance, they not unfrequently had
the wire of their lines stolen and carried
off, sometimes by the mile ! How large &
roportion of the ten millions of the Mex-
icans in the country are leperos 1 du not

know. The numbers are certainly very
large, and their presence in such numbers
‘must greatly affect and depreas the civil-
ization of the cuuntry.

Another and perhaps larger class of the
population is tnade up of what are called
pevns. These are day laborers, and while
they are industrious, and in general not
morally base, they are in other respects
about as degraded as the leperos. They
are ignoraut, very poor, and in reality a
servile class. Having often heard it said
that they were slaves I Look pains to make
careful inquiry into the facts of their con-
dition. While the wages of all of this
class are very low—only abuut thirty ceuts
a day—yet such of them as are out of debt
are virtually free, though they seldom care
to leave the place where they have lived
and labored. since they have strong local
attachments. But many of them are not
out of debt, but all their lives longz are in
debt, and these are in a condition which
lacks nothing but the name of being a con-
dition of slavery. Indeed, the very defi-
nition of the word peon is that of a laborer
held in servitude until a debt is discharged,
and, as often the debt is never discharged,
the bondage is life-long, Debtis often in-
curred through the tender sentiments. A

young man wishes to marry. He has not

a cent-of money laid by, and hence to
meet the necessary expenses of his wed-
ding, a large iten 1o which is the enormous
fee of the priest, he must borrow money.
He cannot do this without selling his
labor in advance, which amounts to a sell-
ing of himself for the sum of the monsy
borrowed until full payment is madz.  As
he can earn but a tew cents a day, and
must support himtelf and family out of
this miserable pittance, it often happens
that for years, and toinetimes happens that
for dife, the debt and 1the servitude rémain.
The coundition of the peon classis thus one
of far greater iguorance. poverty, and
hopelessness than that of the freedmen of
the South. They are not likely to be
raised above this servile condition until
and only as the whole people are elevated.
And when this takes place it will doubt-
less involve the breaking up and the dis-
tribution among many owners of the
haciendas, or innnense landed escates into
which the country is now divided If it
is the cmse of Jreland that the land of the
country is owned and held by a few per-
sone, much maore is this the curse of Mex-
ico. Thero are in Ireland but little more
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than five millions of landless -eople,.

whereas in Mexice there are m. » than
ten millions of such people. Or, o put
the case in'a iuca move striking way, of
the more than five millions of Ireland's
population about nine thousand are land
vwners, while of Mexico's more than ten
williong of peupls not more than saix
thousand, it is estimated, are owners of
land. It is no duubt true that there is
much more waste land in Mexico than
there 18 in Ireland, perhaps ten times
more, But Mexico is twenty-six times
larger than the Kwnerald lsle, and probab-
ly contans at least ten times as much
arablo land, With this all in the hands of
only six thousand haciendados or landed
proprietors it will readily be seen that the
smallest estates must be immensely large,
while the largest may very likely contain
as many acies as the whule State of Con-
necticut. No country can be prosperous
in such a state of things, and so long as it
continues 8o lung the condition of the
peon class must remain practically what it
18 now, Mexico needs one more revol-
ution, not necussarily a bloody one, to
break up this huge land monopoly and rid
the country of the all-pervasive and blight-
ing effects of it.

Beygars— a word about these, for they
meet the traveler every-where. They
press their suit sometimes with great vol-
ubility, somnetimgs, with nierely piteous
and mutely appealing lovks, andsometimes
with expressive and excruciating pan-
tomime. 'Of words 1 learned tu distinguish
the porel amor de Dics, ** For the love of
God.”  Other and frequent forms of ad-
juration, as 1 was tuld, were ** For the
love of the Blessed Virgin,” *‘By the
precious blocd of Christ,” ** By the holy
mystery of the Trinity.” Surely not [taly,
1.0r even Sicily can buast of sv many beg-
gars a3 Mexicu ; relutively to the whole
population it seemed to me asif they were
as one to ten. And such luoking beggars!
They utterly beggar description! [tiis
said of Michael Angelo that he often drew
from beygars, and his bivgrapher Fuseli
gays of hnn that he ** ennobled his begyar
into patriarchs and prophets in the ceiling
of the Sistine Chapel.” Mexican beggars
would need a good deal of ennobling to
wake them luok like pruphets, though
some of them, un the score «f age, and of
a certain rugged and remarkably striking
appearance, might well be considered
patriarchs. Many of them look old enough

to be the Wandering Jew. Now with
these three classes—the I peros, the pr s,
and the beggars—-present in such large
numbers, it is safe to conclude that the
higher classes cannot be very high in the
scale of civilization. Individual exceptions
to this statement there no doubt are, and
many of them. , But, making all allowance
for the it wiil atill remain true of the
higher. ses as a whole that vice in many
forms, and licentiousness in particular, is
very prevalent among them. And if the
general condition of the people morally is
low, even lower yet is their intellectual
condition. — Evangelist.

PALM-TREE CHRISTIANS.

What a grand spectacle is some lofty
tree standing in regal height among its
fellows, the very king of the torest ! From
the spout where its trunk atrikes the
ground to its topmost twig it is a thiug of
sublimity. Look at it yjonder towering
towards the blue sky as if ambitious to
brush the couds with its leaves. With
its roots piercing the soil to u great depth,
and the sap of strength coursing through
its veins, that tree is & veritable storm-
wrestler, able to resist the wildest hurri-
cane that ever ran through the woods,

The Psalmist probably had such am
image of rugged vitality in his mind when
he wrote the sentence in which he Jeclares.
that ** the righteous shall flourish like the
palm-tree.”

The analogies stored up in that passage
are various, for there are many likenesses
between the true saint of Gud and a palm- -
tree. There is one similarity here, how.
evor, which may well arrest the attention
of those who are suffering any kind of.
affliction.

The palm-iree the mare it is pressed
upon the more it grows.  That which might
seem to be a hindrance to its development
18 instead a stimulation, riving it greater
roundness of trunk and lengtk of branches,
and sending its feathery plumes higher in-
to the sunlight. .

In God's Church there have been found
just such hardy specimens of heavenly
strength. Such a pahn-tree servant of
the Lord was the patrisrch Job whose
trials, instead of blistering his lips with
curses, called forth that sublime expres-
sion of contidence, *‘ Though he slay me,
yet will T trust him.” Loss of property,
luss of children and the accusations of
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frionds were the devices of Satan for the |
stunting of Job's spiritual life, but these
sorved to increase the stature of that life.
‘The rustling of the broad leaves of that
ancient palni-tree has inspired with faith
‘** a great multitude that no man can
number.”

Such a palm-tree child of God was David,
whose tribulations hung the boughs of his
old age with luscious fruits. Sucha palm-
tree disciple was Peter, whose upbraidings
of conscience outside the hall of Caraphas
kindled the flaming love for the Master
that blazes upon the pages of the Acts of
the Apostles. Such a palin-tiee Christian
was Paul, who was moved to say in the
face-of the 'most :fearful persecution, ** 1
know whom 1 have believed.” Such palu-
tree heroes were the martyrs whose faith
was tried by ftire and rack and sword.

The records of the Church are crimson
with the bloud of many of these old-time
worthies. Those men of past ages stood
out under the sharp gales of sorrow ; but
the rough winds that blew among their
branches sent their tops climbing to the
stars. Whilethey were pressed upon they
grew.

That history is still being written—
written with tears and punctuated with
sobs. But those tears shall yet sparkle
as genss in the crown of a completed right-
eousness, and those subs shiall yet be swept
from the strings of golden harps in strains
of sweetest melody.

¢+ It is a funeral procession, ” we say, as
we see the hearsu with its flutt ring feath-
ers and the long line of carriages wending
their way to the silent city of the dead.

** 1t is a failure in business,” we remark,
as we hear the crash of a man's prosperity
and liston to the bursting of his bubble of
wealth. . .

¢+ It is the sutfering of pain,” we declare
as we look upon oune lying pale and emaci-
ated upon a couch of sickness.

** There is a skeleton in the closet,” we
whisper, as one passes us whuse brow is
furrowed with care and whose head is
woven with gray threads of trouble.

This way be all true. But there is
something more.  These things are the
pressure that quickens the growth of a
palm-tree Christian. These are the buis-
terous winds that sends his roots deeper
into the scil. These are the wethods cw-
ployed by the Gardener fur the bringing
g’n:tdh of the fruit of an increased toust in

’ | .

That nan's sore bereavement turned his
eyes towards the vternal city where death
never plants his s;eade for the rearing of a

rave. That man's financial loss secured
or him u priceless treasurs, lying beyond
the reach of misfortune within the pearl
vaults of the bank of heaven. Thatman's
illness brought immortal health into his
soul. That man's skeleton in the closet
became a living joy.

Sorrowing reader, remember these
things. The ship must be torn from its
moorings that it may glide towards a rich-
er harbor. The nest of the mountain
eagle must be stirred that the eaglets may
spread their piniuns to the breeze and
whee] beneath the sun. I'he blackness of
clouds must be piled in the east for the
arching of an evening rainbow. The night
must cast its shadows before we can catch
the radianceof stars. 8o if you ave afflict-
ed, God has thus visited you that out of
your trials may come a grander experience
of faith a..d & more willing ohedience to
the precepts of the Lurd. ** No chasten-
ing for the preseut seemeth to be juyous,
but grievous; nevertheless afterward it
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteous-
ness unto thew which are exercised there-
by." — del. .

1T DOES MATTER

Itis often said, *‘It is no matter what a
man belioves, if his conduct is vight.” By
parity of reason, ** 1t is no matter on what
foundation, the house rests, if it only
stands.” There are houses ou the sand
which mukes as fair ashow as those on the
solid rock till the floods come and the
winds blow, but unly those on the rock will
weather the styrm. It i of utwost im-
portance to the right-doing man why he is
doing right ; fu¥ his reasuns may be such
as opportunity. temptation, evil example,
will silence-and sweep away. And [ know
of no reasons that may not be disposed
except thuse which are entbodiud in the
therefores of the Christian faith. Loose
views as to the worth of religious truth
and of fixed religious beliefs are already
having their inevitable results in a cor-
respondingly lovse, vacillating, and Jow
motal stan lard. Morality never has sub-
sisted. and never will sul sist, without re-
ligion.  As well might you atte.npt to raise
mape< {rom a rootless vine.—Ur. 4. P,
Peabedy.
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THE TWO STEPS TO SALVATION.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

God brought Israel out of Egypt before
He brought them into Canaan. So there
are two vital steps to be taken by every
one who sincerely desires to be saved;
the one is a step jrom, and the otherisa
step towards. Peter, the earliest revival
preacher in the Christian Church, address-
ed an assembly of awakened sinners by
condensing the fist step into the single
word “repent.” Repentance means far
more than shedding tears, or rising for
prayer, or being alarmed at the thought
of hell. 1t is taking a right view of sin,
and then determimug by God's help to
quit it. The good old Westministor
Catechism describes it as- that act by
which the sinner, witha true sense of his
8in, and with grief and hatred of his sin,
dath turn from it unto God.  Whether it
be one specific sin cr evil habit, or
whether it be a whole life courss of un-
gudliness, the thing to be done is the
same. Sin must be loathed, and then
left. Many a drunkard loathes  himself
and his bottle; but he does not leave off.
The dishonest railway-contractor, who is
only athamed because he is detected, but
would repeat his speculations if he counld
get another chance, is not a true penitent.
A great many people’s lives are an aiter-
nation of siuning and sourrowing, sorrow-
ing and then sinning again, but yet they
become no better. My friend, when you
have looked at your own heart as wicked,
. and your own couduct us utterly wrong;
when you have prayed God to change
your heart, and to help you change your
conducé, you have taken one vital step
towarda your salvation.

Perhaps yon may <ay “I thought that
coming to Christ was the first step, and
the only step that I need take.” Let me
tell youn that you &are never likely to come
to Christ us you ought, uxtil you see your-
self a8 you are, and feel your need of a
Saviour. There is a very lizht way of
inviting sinners to Christ, that makes
very light work with their souls. They
hear a certain kind «f invitation that
makes them helieve that they can come to
Jesus, and bring their favorite sins along
with them. Christ himself did not ignore
repentance; the very first recorded text
. that He ever preached from, was the short
sharp word * Peter rang out
the same text at Pentecost. ‘Paul work-

ed on the same lines, for ho tells us that
he preached ** Repentance towards God,
and faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ.'
The step from must grecede the step fo.
Even the prodigal did not set his face to-
wards his fathers house until he had come
to himself, and began to loathe himself
and his horrible sins.

2 As tho first vital step is a penitential
step from sin, so the second vital stepris u
step towards the crucified Saviour. When
an anxious inquirer asked Paul whathe
must doto be saved, the- Apostle gave
back the swift reply *‘ Trust on the Lord
Jesus Christ.” hat was not an emotion
or an opinion, butan act. 1 have but
little patience with aclass of crude but
well meaning Christians, who talk to'in-
quiring souls as if faith was a sort of pass-
ive resting in the arms of Jesus, as a baby
drops to sleep in the arms of its mother.
There are times in hfe when a soil may
do this, but not in the decisive step of
conversion. If I fall off the ferry boat,
and a rope is tossed over to me, my act of
faith in that rope must be a pretty sturdy
grip of the rope, and a fast holding to it
1f it holds me, I must hold on tvit. The
trust on Christ that saves you, must be an
energetic grasping of him and clinging to
Him, and uniting your very soul to His
loving and all powerful self. Faith is
your doing.  Divine support and uphold-
ing grace i8 Christ’s doing. In process of
regeneration by the Holy 8pirit, there is
a cortain sense in which the soul is pass-
ive, Just as Bartimeus was passive whils
Christ was opening his blind eyes for
him. Yet Bartimeus was thoroughly
active in praying to Christ, trusting
Christ, and coming to Christ for healing.
*‘Come unto me” is Christ’s invitation to
you; but coming implies & step towards
Him, and taking steps is an active process,
not a passive recipiency.

3. From the moment that you surrender
yourself to Jesus, you mast let Himn have
His way with you. Saul of Tarsus had
been used to having his own way, and a
wretched way it was ; as soon as Christ had
conquered him, he cried vut ** Lord, what
wilt Thou have me to do?"” Paul did not
bargain to be made ‘ happy,” or expect
any raptures ; neither must you. The
great Apostle’s joy was to do his Master'’s
will ; his crown was the work he nobly
wrought, and the souls he won. Search
through all the old hero's biography, and
you will seldom find him talking about
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his own enjoyments, except when he tells
us that he ** rejoiced in hu tribulations,”
and rejoited in his Lord always.

Now then, my friend, 1 have tried to
sot before you the two essential steps to
your own salvation. They may be con-

densed intuv the single rentence: Quit
your sing, and follow your Saviour. These

mean repeutance towards the God you
have displeased, and faith towards the
Lord Jesus who died for you.  Sin would
hold you back; cut it off. Christ would
draw you to Him: yield and ohe .  When
you give up asingle sinto please Him,
and do a single duty to honor Him, the
work of conversion has begun. Begin to
obey Christ. If when your heart gives
way, a flood of joy comes with it, be
thankful. 1f you experience ro ecstasies,
don’t be disturbed; hold out stendfastly,
bravely, rod unselfishly to the end, and
you will get raptures enough in the first
hour of Heaven, to requite you for all the
sharp trials and tough conflicts on the
road.
Christian, there will be on: more step
vy-and by, that will usher you into the
resplenaent. throng of the crowned con-
(querors.

JUMP FOR THE ROPE.

The following story is familiar to many
of our readers, but it illustrates so wall
the sinner accepting Christ that we give
it again in the hope that it may lead sume
vne to ** Lay hold on eternal life.”

The poor inhabitante of the Shetland
Islands reulize a scanty living by catching
the sca-birds which frequent those islands
in great numbers, and build and breed in
the rocky chifs on the shore. Their skin,
feathers, oil, and eggs are of vast import-
ance to the islanders, who in this manner
pay their rent, obtain food and clothing,
and secure lamp-lizht during the loug
winter months.  The catching of these
birds is often accompanied with grest
danger. A true incident will help us in
the illustration of our subject.

A birdcatcher went alone one day on
his perilous enter;n..o.  Fastening a rope
to a stake at the t:p «fthe chff, he let
himself down to a ledge of rock, and, in
his eager pursuit of birds, neglected the
usual precaution of tying the rope round
his body. Holding une end of the rope
in his left hand, he went farther than he

1f tvo decisive steps make you a |

ought, and in his ardour lost the rope.
It swung backwards and forwards fora
minute or two, and then came to a stand
some distance from his reach.

What was to be done ? To climb the
overbanging rock was impossible. To
cry aloud was useless, for o human being
was near. To decend was only to be lost
in the foaming billows of the Atlantic,
which broke upon the rocks far below.
What was to be done ? Death stared him
in the face. To care for his treasure of
birds and eggs was out of the question.
He made his resolution, and acted upon
it. Laying aside anything that wonld
encumtar him, he collected hia strength,
and with wide-spread arws sprang forward
to catck the rope, and, no less strange
than trae, succecded in grasping it, and
lived to tell the tale of his marvellous
escape. .

Reader, is there anything in your case
similar to this birdcatcher ¥ Have you in
. your anxious pursuit of fame, pleasure, or
money, neglected that Gospel which by
faith brings salvatlon ?By an undue at-
tention to the things of this life have
you suffered your soul to starve, and the
interes’s of eternity to be unheeded ?
And have you been wakened up by the
Holy €158 to realise your loss ¢ Does sin
press heavily upon your conscience ?Is
the wrath of God hanging over you ? Is
the ocean of etern:ty for which you feel
yousself unprepared, before and beneath
you ? And dues the question arise, **What
must I do to be saved ¢’

The answer is simple, ‘¢ Believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved.” Like the birdcatcher, ventnre at
{ once and without delay; lay held on the
! hope of salvation, lay aside worldly hin-
, drances, and you shall succeed. In his
’case there was every probability of de-
! struction ; in your case there shall be the
| blessed certainty of salvation. It was in-
! deed a marvellous thing that he effected
. his escape ; but in your case, the love of
God, the grace of Christ, and the faithful
promises of the Worg, all proclaim salva-
tton if you humbly and carnestly believe
in Jesus,

* Lo ! the incarnate (ed ascended
Pleads the wmerit ¢f His blood;
Venture on Him, venture wholly;
Let no other trust intrude;
None but Jesus can do helpieas sinners
god.”
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A VOICE FROM HEAVEN.

I shine in the light of God ;

His likeuess stawps my brow ;

Through tl:e valley of death my feet have
trod,

And I reign in glory now !

No breaking heart is heres,

No keen and thrilling pain,

No wasted cheek, where the frequent tear
Hath rolled and lefu its stain.

I have reached the joys of heaven ;

I am one of the sainted band ;

For my head a crown of gold is given,
And a harp is in my hand.

I have learned the song they sing,

“Whom Jesus has set free,

Aund the glorious walls of heaven still ring
With my new born melody.

No sin, no grief, no pain ;

Safe inmy happy howe ;

My fears all fled, my doubts all slain,
My hour of triumph's come ! b

Oh ! friends of mortal years,

The trusted and the true !

Ye are watching still inthe valley of tears,
But | wait to welcome you.

Do 1 forget ? Oh no;

For memory’s golden chain,

Shall bind my heart to the hearts below,
Till they meet to touch again,

ach link is strong and bright,
And love’s electric flame,
Flows freely down like a river of light
to the world from whence I came.

Do you mourn when another star

Shines out frem the glittering sky ?

Do you weep when the raging voice of war
And the storms of conflict die ?

Then why should your tears run down,
And your hearts be sorely riven,

For another gem in the Savior's crown,
And another soul in heaven ?

A DESCRIPTION OF CHRIST.

During the pubdlic ministry of Jesus
Christ upon the earth, the following de-
scription of His person was sent by Pub-
lius Lentulus, President of Judea, to the
Senate of Rome. It is from an ancient
manuscript :

‘“There lives & man of singular character,
whuse name is Jesus Christ, in Judea.

The barbarians esteem him as a Prophet»
but his own followers sdore him ,as the
immediate offspring of the immortal God.
He is endowed with such unparalleled
virtue as to call the dead from their graves,
and to heal every kind of disease with &
word or a touch. His person is tall and
elegantly shaped ; his aspect amiable and
reverend ; his hair flows into those beauti-,
ful shades which no united colour ocan
match, falling into graceful curves below
his ears, agreeably couching upon his
shoulders, and parting on his head like the
head of a Nazarite. His forehead is
smooth and large; his cheeks without
either spot, save that of a lovely red; his
nose is smooth, and formed with exquisite
symmetry; his beard is thick, and of a
colour suitable to the hair of his head,
reaching a little below the chin, and
patted in the middle like a fork. He re-
bukes with majesty; commands with mild-
ness, and invites with the most tender
and persuasive language; his whole ad-
dress, either in deed or word, being
elegantly graceful and characteristic of so
exalted a being. No mau has ever seen
him laugh; but many have seen him weep,
and so persuasive are his tears that the
multitude caunnot withuld theirs from
joining in sympthy with his. He is very
temperate, modest and wise, and in rhort,
whatever this phenomenon way turn out
in the end, he seems, at present, from
his excellent bearing and divine perfec-
tion, every way surpassing the children
of men.” .
Such a word picture of Him 6f whom
the Bible says : He is the chiefest among
10,000 ; yea, He is altogether lovely.

—When Garabaldi had been defeated
at Rome, he issued his immortal appeal:
** Soldiers, 1 have nothiug to offer you
but coldand hunger and rags and hard-
ship. Let him who loves this country
follow me!” And thousands of the youth
of ltaly sprang to their feet at that high
appeal. And will you, the trustees of
posterity—will you turn your backs te
the appeal of your Saviour Christ? 1
kuow that you will not. You cannot all
be missionaries; but some of you may be
called to that high work, and all of you
may help it forward.—Canon Farrar.

Bad words are soon learned by converse
with those that use themn, but not soon
unlearned.
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. EMINENT PIETY NOT AN
ACCIDENT.

*Gifts in prayer, gifts in the Christian
grraces, are greatly coveted by many who
donot have them-—coveted us gifts. They
are gifts, indeed, whenev er possessed ; but
gifts that have been asked for and striven
‘Though gifts, they have cost much

—much in prayerful vigilance and eager
assiduity. 'There is indeed great variety

in-cunstitutional endowments of speech,
quickness and depth of emotion. But the

easentials of true pioty, the piety which
the world fecls and covets, are not cun-
stitutional endowments, like the poetic
genius.  All piety is a graft set intua wild
stock, and set there for the asking. The
eminently devout spirit is a {ruit of culti-
vation. What we call Christian ‘¢ breed-
ing " has much to dov with it ; the “‘second
birth ” still more ; but no matter how
well-bred Christianly, or how thoroughly
born again, deep, daily piety— piety that
wmodities life, giving it an efficient and
sonsistent earnestuess which commands
the world's confidence, dues not come by
chance, nor come of neglect after the be-
ginning. The spirit ard power of that
prayer which everybudy in prayer-meeting
iovesto hear, even though in poor English,
did not come into thatsoul on an accident-
ly breeze. 1t was born cfsoul burnings
alone with God. The Payson and Page
and Muody spirit does not develope out
of auuncultivated soil.  William E. Dodge
and Christopher Robert were as assiduous
in cultivating the Christian spirit as they
were liberal of time, toil, and money in
the interests of Christ's Kingdom. The
one came as the result of the other.
Christupher Robert is gaid to have had
his times, in the days of his highest bus-
iness activity, when, shut away alone with
God, all business demanding his personal
attention must stand still, awaiting his
coming down from the mount—sometimes
for whole days. Eminent picty never
comes by chance. Itis a result ouly of
painstaking endeavour after just that.
The reason why we have not a larger por-
portion of eminent Christians is, there
are so* few who are willing to pay the
price c. attainment. Somebody has said

* The highest genius is the genius to sit”
—which means the ability, the patient
perseverance to hold to a purpose.

A strong body does not come without
good food. No more does spiritual vig-

our and growth without spiritual food.
The beat bred and most thoroughly con-
verted soul can be atarved, until it will
soem as if struck with the blight of death.
Fed only, or chiefly, upon business, plea-
sure, light reading, skeptical reading,
worldly reading, ou the Sabbath, will kill
off the best born soul.  The older we grow,
the more deeply we feel that there is no
food for the soul that can compare, in
nutritive power, with the Word of God.
1t is like daily oxygen to the lungs. All
other books are likely to be like air with
more or less miasma in it. There are
starveling Christians to-day moody and
hopeless, simply for want of feeding upon
God's truth.  And the best cooking for it,
is that which comes of a soul heated by
solitary communion with God.

Pastors lovk sadly upon o many and
whisper in themselves, ** Ye did run well,
who did hinder you.” Nobody hindered
you, my brother. No environment pre-
venied you. Painstaking endeavour
would have kept you running well. God
forevrdains no man to failure ar to poor
success, He calls all to the height in
Christ Jesus. But *“ I must fight if I
would win.”"—Rev. Dr. J. H. Taylor, in
N. Y. Evangelist.

EXPECT LITTLE.

The less we expect from this world the
better for us. The less we expect from
our fellow-men whether of spiritual help
or of inspiring example, the smaller
will be, our gisappointment. He that
leans on his own strength leans on a
broken reed. We are always going to be
something stronger, purer, and holier.
Somewhere in the future there always
hangs in the air a golden ideal of a higher
life that we are going to reach; bui as we
move on the dream of better things moves
on before us also. It is like the child's
running over behind the hill to catch the
rainbow. When he gets «n the hill-top
the rain-bow is as far off as ever. Thus
does our day dream of a higher Christian
life keep floating away from us; and we
are left t realize, what frail, unreliable
creatures we are when we rest our expec-
tations of growth and victory over evil in
ourselves. My soul, wait thou only
upon God ! My expectation is only from
Him.”—Dr. T. L. Cuyler.

God will be with those who live in love
and peaco.
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IN TIME OF NEED.

Yes, you may do without your Billes in
the heyday of prosperity ; when the sun
shines, and the birds sing, and not a
breath ruffles the surface .of your summer
sea. You may then, possibly, atford to
rest satisfied with barren theoretic views,
or the clull of skeptic creed—to regard the
Sacred Oracles as the effute record of a
by-gone ecunomy—antiquated sophistiies
--somne writings of Palestine pearants and
fishermen, which the superstition of an
after age has palmed upon a too credulous
world,  But wait till the sky is clouded,
and the wind moans, and the hurricane of
trial is let loose ; and where are you with-
out these discredited pages then? No
poetry, no philosophy, can hush the sor-
rowg, and satisfly the yearnings of the
crushed and broken spirit, as that Book of
buoks has done. When no o*her panacea
is of any-avail, it has put courawe into
fainting hearts, and peace iuto troubled
hearts, and hope into despairing hearts.
Greece and Rome ! Socrates, Cicerce, and
Plato! You have, we allow, served us
heirs to many golden maxims— beautiful
fantasies, which read pleasingly in the sun-
shine, lulled by the ripples of the brook
and the music of the grove—lifo all ecstasy
and rapture,

But for the soul which, in its hour of
bitter desolation, craves for realities, com-
mend me to the Psaling of David and the
promises of lsaiah—above all, to the liv-
ing, loving balm-wards of Him who said,
*Come unto me, all ye that labor, andare
heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest.”
Every other world oracle is a Delphic une.
1t is either dumb, or its utterances are
perplexing, dubious, misleading. But
‘‘Thy testim.nials aro very sure.” *‘The
word of the Lord is tried.” ** This is my
comfort in mine affliction.. for Thy word
hath quickened me ! *‘ Read, read the
Bible,” said William Wilberforce on his
death bed. ** Throughall my perplexities
and distresses I never read any other
book, and I never feel the want of any
other.”—J. R. Macduff, D. D.

GROWING UP.

This is the same spirit which minifies
everything that is near us, and magnifies
tho remote. The townspeople say of the
distinguished preacher, or the well-known
lawyer, or the distinguished politician a-
bout whom every one is talking, ** Why,

that is little Johny A-———! 1 used to
know him when he was u freckled-faced
bov, and it's his mother who lives in the
little house up cn the turnpike.” And
yet, inspite of the fact that Mr. John
A———was born in 8quashville, and that it
is his mother who lives in the little brown
house on the turnpike, he may be the dis-
tinguished senator or the well-known
preacher. Huwman uature hes changed
little during the cen‘uries. The chief
reason that many would not believe on
our Lord, we remember, was the absurd
reason that he was the one whose father
and mother they knew. In the house-
hold the father isslow to acknowledge
thut the son who overtops his own gray
head may be quite as good a farmer or
mechanic a1 he is himself. He is still
little Johuny, the boyish, the frivolous.
He grew so gradually and right before the
father’s eyes, in such a way that he never
realized when Jobnny put awsy childish
things and became a man. The mother
cansacarcely bring herself to believe that
Mary, too, is grown up, that she is no
longer to be regarded or treated as if she
wore pinafores, but isa woman like her-
self, with a grown woman's rights, and
privileges and opinions of her own that
are to be respected.

Much unhappiness comes into families
just by reason of this inability to recog-
nize growth and advsncement in those
nearest us. It would be well for every
father and mother to bearin mind the
discovery that the genial Dr. Deemns wade
at a recent convention of young people,
*‘ that & young man of to-day who is
twenty-five years of age is just as old as
he was himself when he was tweaty-five
years of age.”

‘“The, oldest minister of the Gospel in
active service is Rev. William Stoddart,
of the parish of Moderty, in Scotland.
The baptismal register shows that he was
baptized on the ¥9th of March, 1787, and
is nuw in his 102nd year. Father Stod-
dart walka about & mile to his preaching
service every Sunday with buuyant step,
and preaches a sermon of about an hour’s
length, discharges, unaided, all his pastor-
al duties, and is a most efficient chairman
of the County School Board.”

There are twenty-two Protestant places
of worship within the walls of the city of
Rome, Thereare twenty six in Bombay.
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PROMISES AND PRAYERS.

A promise is like acheque. If I havea
cheque, what do 1 do with it? Suppose 1
carrted it about in my pocket, and said,
** I do not see the use of this bit of paper,
I canunot buy anything with it,” a person
would say, *¢ Have you been to the bauk
with it ¢ ‘¢ No, I did not tuink of that,”
** But it is payable to your vrder. Have
you writteu your name on the back of 1t ”
**No 1 have 16t done that.” **And yet
you are blamiug the person who gave you
the cheyue ! ‘the whole blame lies with
yourself, Put your nume at the back of
the cheque, go with it wo the bank, and you
will get what is promised to you.” A
prayer should be the presentation of God's
promise endorsed by your personal faith.
1 hear of people praying for an hour to-
gether. lawm very much pleased that they

can ; bu: it is seldom that 1 can do 8o, and |

-1 see no need for it. It is hike a person
going into a bank with a cheyue, and stop-
ping an hour. The clerks would wounder.
The common-sense way is to go to the
counter and show your cheque, and take
your mouney, and go about your business.
‘There is a style ot prayer which is of this
fine practical character.  Youso believe in
God that you present the promise, obtain
the blessing, aud go about your Master's
business. Sometimes a flood of words
only means excusing unbelief. The pray-
ers of the Bible are nearly all short vnes;
they are short aud strung. The exceptions

aro found in places of peculiar difficulty, |

like that of Jacub, when he cried,

With thee all night T mean to stay,
And wrestle till the break of day.

As a general rule, faith presents its prayer,
gets its auswer, and goes on its way re-
Joicing, —Spurgeon.

A MOTHER'S PRAYERS.

A remarkable instance of the way in
which God answers prayer in His own
way, even while seeming to deny it is in
the case of the famous Augustine.

When Augustine, in his home at Carth-
age, resolved to visit Rowe, bis mother
wished either to prevent him from going.
or to go with him. He would listen to
neither proposal, and resorted to a trick Lo
carry out his plar.  One evening he went
to the sea-shore, aud his wmother followed.
There were two chapels dedicated to the
memory of the martyr Cyprian, ani he

pressed her to spend the evening in the
church of the martyr, while he would ac-
cumpany a friend on board & ship, there
to suy farewell. While she was there in
tears, praying and wrestling with God to
provent the voyage, Augustine sailed for
Italy : and his deceived mother next morn-
ing found herself alone. |

11 quiet resignation she returned to the
city, and contihued to pray for the salva-
tign of her son. Though meaning well,
Monica erred in her prayers; ‘or the
journey of Augustine was the means of his
conversion. The Good Shepherd found
the wanderer in Rome, and the Giospel
became the power of God to his salvation.
The denial of the prayer was, in fact, the
answering of it.  Instead of the husk,
God granted rather the substance of her
petition in the conversion of her son.
**Thersfore,” said he, “ O God, Thou
hadst regard to the aim and essence of her
desires, and didst not do what she then
prayed for, that Thou mijghtest do for me
what she continually implored.”

WALK BY FAITH.

The haud that beckons us to glory waves
us out of impenetrable clouds. We walk
in a way that we know not.  We labor for
our Master, but never krow befurehand
which shall prosper, whewer this or that.
| We lay wise plans, and they miscarry.
 We cummit gross blunders, und they are
i overruled for good. . We run toward the
light, and it goes out in darkness. We
| sink shivering in the darkness, and find it
light. We pray for joys, and they mildew
mto griéfs. We accept the griefs. and
they blussom into joy. To-day the apple
turas to ashes and tu-morrow the stones to
bread. We exult in some prosperity, and
get leanness with it.  We wmurmur at
some adversity and find it big with bless-
ings. We run toward open doors. and
dash our heads against a granite wail.
| We nove against the wall at the call of
V'duty, and it opeuns to les us through.
What shall befsll us wve cannot know.
What is expedient we cannot tell, Only
this we know, that God would shape us to
himself, whether it Le by the discipline of
joy or the discipline of sorrow. To make
us perfect as He is perfect, this is the
choice of our heavenly Father, this is the
end of His revelations ; while everything
not helpful to this He hides away out of
sight.—Ur. Roswell D. Hitchcock.
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THE PSALMS SUITED TOALL EX-
PERIENCES.

. Because they both touch and cover
every possible condition of a real Chuist-
inn eaperience, the study of the Pralms
will always be found profitable to a true
child of God. Those Psalms respond so

. fully, and with such perfect harmony, to
the inspired teachings of the New Testa-
went Scriptures, and they so fully meet
the wants of our frailand struggling hu-
manity, that they should always be read
in close cobnection, with those Yater Scrip-
tures. While they are not of course fully
intelligible to the wurldly reader, they
will always be found to have a precious
intelligibility to all, who fully apprehend-
ing their source and purport, go to them
for light in times of darkness, for sure
comfort in seasons of sorrow, and for
spiritual strength in seasons of felt spirit-
ual weakness. Prayetfully and huwmbly
read, they always assure us that the hea-
venly Fathor will never forsake one of
His trusting children; they lift us from
the deeply darkened valley of despond-
ency, to the sun-lighted heights of an as-
surance of His" evec watchiul protection
and constant care. Aud so the doubting
and faiuting pilgrim is refreshed, "and
arises and girds hiwmself anew fur a jour-
ney which ends only at the open door of
the house with many mausions, one of
which he finds reserved for him. A won-
de‘gful book is that same Book of Paslms.
—Sel.

REST IN THE LORD.

¢ The wicked are like the troubled sea,
which cannot rest.” Tossed and beaten
by storms of passion, restless as the hea-
ving tides, Goud’s peace is unknown to
them. They have uo inward rest, and
they have no resting-place where their
soul can find refuge. Like Noah’s dove,
they ** flit between rough seas, and stormy
ekies.” To mortals thus labouring and
heavy-laden, Christ sends the gracious in-
vitation, ** Come unto Me, and I will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and
learn of Me, and ye shall find rest to your
souls.”

The restless cannot rest wherever they
are; and the faint and weary fail to rest
because they haveno resting-place, Christ
gives an inward rest, a rest to the soul,
and He also affords a resting-place where
heart and flesh may find repose.

Rest in the Lord. 'Rest in his love,
which satisfies the deepest yearnings of
the human heart; rest in his care, which
watches over the lowliest, and notes the
sparrow’s full; rest in his providence, which
never fails, and which is over allhis works;
rest in his promises, which are excoeding
grent and precious, and which cover the
needs of his trusting children in every
state and condition inlife. O weary, way-
worn, burdened, tempted, despondent,

troubled soul, there is rest fur you. Go
to Himm who giveth rest. ¢ Rest in the
Lord, and wait patiently for Him. Re-

turn unto thy rest, O iy soul, for the
Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee.”
—Nel,

In Galt, Ontario, there is quite aun ex-
citing *“heresey” case. Seven membors of
Knox (Presbyterian ) Church there have
teaching the doctrine of ** entire sanctifi-

Leation.”  Whether it was to this case that
he referred we do not know, but the
Chicago Iuterior says that Spurgeon not
long since wrote a letter to a Presbyterian
pastor, in a town where some ** spiritually
perfect and sinless” folk were naking a
sensation, begging him to catch a specimen
and send bim on, marked right side up, as
a curiosity for Londoners to see. The
great preacher declared that he had known
people ** who wmight have heen thought
perfect, but they always disclaimed it ;
and some who claimed it, while no mortal
ever believed in their pretensions.” It is
by no means those who claim to be perfect
that their fellow men judging by their
fruits think to be so.

PERSECUTION IN RUSSIA.

Not only has Colonel Pashkoff teen
banished from his native country for em-
bracing and preaching evaungelical truth,
but his trusted servant, Basil Kirpitchnik-
off. haslearned even more sadly what it
means to declare for the pure Gospel of
Christ in preference to the Creed Church
and its corruptions. Kirpitchnikoff by no
means made himself offensive tu his neigh-
bors of the Orthodux faith, but simply
told those around him that he mno longer
revered images or believed in the interven-
tion of the saints, False witnesses, how-
ever, rose up against him, and, being con-
demned by the tribunal, he was sent to
Siberia in chains, There he remains, but
with a consolation of which his enemies

are deplorably ignorant,
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CHILDREN AT CHURCH.

A false idea which it is time to explode
is the notion that children cannot go to
church and Sunday-school the same day.
*Poor little dears,” say some fuolish
parents, “it is altogether tuou much for
them tu attend a sétvice an hour and a
half long and then stay to Sunday-schout
for another hour, 80 we let them stay at
home from church.” And yet thuse same
“Pyor little dears” have to stay in the
school-room three hours in the morning
and two more in the afternoon, five days
in the week, and no wise parent thinks
of condoling with them or conniving at a
truant half holiday. There is nothing in
this world so easy to find as an excuse for
the non-performance of a religious duty.
1f we will urge them for our-selves, let us
not bring our ehildren up on such poor
excusos. —Golden Rule.

SHORT BUT POINTED.

‘“ My pastor, I have somewhat against
thee.” * Ah! What isit? I was aick,
and you did not visit me.' * Did you de-
sire me to visit you? ¢ Why, certainly.
The presence, sympathy and prayers of
the pastor are naturally expzcted by the
sick of his people,” * Asa rule, I suppose
they are; but your case, it svems, was ex-
coptional.” * What do you mean? *J
mean that you did not desire anything 1
wight have done for you in your sickness;
80 far from it, you did not wish me to
know that you were sick.” * How can

you say shat? ¢ Well, let ussee. Dida
physician visit you” *¢ Yes." ¢ How did
he know you needed him? * Why, I

sent for him, of course.’ * Exactly; but
you treated e differently. The physi-
cian would not kunow that you were sick
unless you informed him, and you did in-
form him, because you desired his pres-
ence; but the pustor, by some sort of
clairvoyance, peculiar to himself, was to
know what the physician could not
know, and 830 you took no pains to give
him a needless message! Is that it, bro-
ther? Now be candid. Am I not to un-
derstand that, as you did not send for me,
my presence was not desired? Pardon
my plainness; I think, in comparative
treatment of your physician and your pas-
tor, your complaint is both unrsasonable
and unjust.”"—Methodist Protesiant.

WHAT HAS IT DONE FOR YOU?

Afteran infidel had concluded a lecture
ina village in England, he challenged
those present to a discussion. Who
should accept the challenge but an old
bent woman, in antiquated attire, who
went up to tho lecturer and said:—*‘Sir,
I have a question to put to you”
*“Well, my good woman, what is it{”
“Twenty years ago,” she said, *‘1 was left &
widow, with eight children utterly un-
rovided for, and nothing to call my own
ut this Bible. By its direction, and
louking to God for strength, 1 have been
enabled to feed myself and family., I
am now tottering to the grave, but 1 am
perfectly happy, because 1 look forward
to a life of immortality with Jesus.
That's what my religion has done for
me. What has yowr religion done for
you?’ “Well, my good lady,” rejoined
the lecturer, *‘1 dun't want to disturb
your comfort, but—" **O! that's not the
question,” said she, ‘keep to the point, -
sir. What has vour way of thinking
done for you?” The infidel sudeavored
to shirk the matter again; the meeting
gave vent to uproarious applause, and the
champion had to go away discomfited by
an old woman.

THE GARMENTS OF PRAISE

Happy are those whose unames suggest
gladness and brightness, whose presence
acts as sunshine wherever they may
move. Even thuse who are not joyful
by nature, may become thankful and
bright by grace, and recommend re-
ligion by putting away murmurings, com-
plaints and irritability. The Bible urges
us Forget not all His benefits. 1f wo think
about our mercies, our preservation, our
deliverances, and more about the hope
thay is set befure us, depression will be
cured, and the spii_t of heaviness will be
replaced in garments of praise.

Mr. Spurgeon hLas said that some
Christians are too prone to look on life’s
dark side, and talk about what they have
gone through, rather than what the Lord
has done. A healthy Christian says ‘‘I
will speak not about myself, but to the
honor of my God. The Lord hath done
geat things for me, whereof I am glad.—

ort Arrows.



