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¢“mThe Communion of the Church of Endlnnd ag it stands distinguished from al
Papal and Puritan innovations, and as it adheres to the doctriné of tho cross.”’—

From the will of Bishop Ken, A. D. 1710,

ADVENT HYMN.

“HE is coming, He is coming,
Not as once He came before,
Wailing infant, born in weakness,

On a lowly stable floor :
Bat upon His cloud of glory,
In the crimson-tinted sky,
Where we sec the golden sunrise
In the rusy distance lie.

He is coming, He is coming,
Not in pain and shame and woe,

‘With the thorn crown on His forehead,

And the blood-drops down below :
But with crown of gold upon Him,

And with sceptre in His hand,
And the dead all raised before Him,

Raised from fire and sea and land.

He is coming, He is coming,
Not as once He wandered through
All the hostile land of Judah,
‘Wish His followers poor and few :
But with all the holy angels
Waiting round His judgment seat,
And those joyful twelve Apostles,
Sitting crownéd at His feet.

He i coming, He is coming :
Let His lowly first estate,
Lot His tender love so teach us,
That in faith and hope we wait,

Till in glory eastward burning,
Our redemption draweth near,
And we see the sign in heaven
Of our Judge and Saviour dear.”
Amen.
————

THE GREAT DAY.

Om great and gloricus day of
the Commw of the Son of Men !
Day of the regeneration ! Then
the old heaven and the old: garth,
blighted by the curse, stained with
the tears and crimes of -genturies,
the outgrowr cradle. tHe disused
school-room the emptied hespital
of our race, having passdd away,
the long travail of creatibn shall
come to 1t3 birth ; the new heavens
and the new earth grander and
more glorious far than old heavens
aad earth ever were, shall be re-
vealed; and the morning stars
shall once more. sing together, and
all the sons of Gop shall shout for
joy. And the Lord shall place
Himself at the head of His re-
deemed, and they shall follow after:
Him, clad in white robes, with
crowns en their heads, and palms
in their hands, in a procession,.
thoasands abreast, stretching its
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winding ranks further than eye
ean reach; and the angels shall
precede their Lord, and form on
each side of the Church like a
welcoming escort, welcoming vic-
tors into the gales of a city ; and
s0o they shall sweep through the
sky, and through the spheres, and
all the universe shall echo to the
song of victory ! “Lift up your
hecads, all ye gates; and be ye lift
up ye everlasting dcers, and the
XKing of Glory shall come in.”

“Who is the King of Glory ”

“The Lord, strong and mighty,
the Lord of Hosts, e is the King
of Glory.”

What part, reader, have you in
all this?  Are you living in sin?
Ave you living a careless, thought-
less life? Then your portion, un-
less you repent. is with the wailing
multitude left behind in the dark-
mess. Rrpent, and pray Gop for
pardon while there is time. Are
you living s painful, sorrowful
life, but trying earnestly to be true
te Gon? Hold fast for your re-
demption draweth nigh. Are you
doing your duties faithfully, but
earing litile for the world’s re-
wards; looking upward to heaves,
.and onward to the future; waiting
.and longing for the coming of Jesus
Christ ? Then rejoice, und be ex-
.ceeding glad, for all these future
glories are yours, for ye are Christ’s
.and Christ is Gop’s.—E. L. Cutés.
-~ —

CHRISTMAS.

‘THE star reigns its fire;
Aund the Leautiful sing,
In the manger of Bethlehem,
Jesus is King.
e

SEARCH others for.their virtues,
and thyself for thy vices.—Fuller.

CHRISTMAS CAROLS.

The practice of singing Christmas
carols appears to be as ancient as
Christmas itself; and bishops, we
are told, used to sing carols on this
day amorg their clergy. The
earliest specimen which we possess
of the mediseval carol is to be found
in the British Museum. It is com-
posed in Norman-French and be-
longs %o the thirteenth century.
In point of composition some of
the first carals were quite rugged if
not crude ; and it was no# until the
commencement of the sixseenth
century that any improvement in
this respect was noticeable. The
tollowing, belonging to this latter
period, is now sometimes sung in
England on Christmas morning by
children who wander from door to
door.  There is scarcely anything
more grateful or inspiring than the
peal of bright young voices as they
ring aut upon the morring air
upon such oceasions, and ‘ell, iz
their own sweet way, the early
story of a Saviour’s love.

“When Clrist was born of Mary free

In Bethlehem, in that fair eitie,

Angels sang there with mirth and glee;
In Excelsis Gloria.

‘“Herdsmen beheld these angels bright,

To thenr appearing with great light,

Who said, ‘God’s Son is born to-night,
In Ercelsis. Gloria.

“This King is come to save mankind,

Asin Scripture truth w find :

Therefore this song we have in n¥ind,
In Ezcelsis Gioria.

“Then Lord, for Thy great grace

Grant us the bliss to see Thy face,

Where we may sing to Thy solace,
In Excelsis @loria.
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“PEACE ON EARTH.”
“WHAT means this glory round our feet,”
The Magi mused, “more bright than
morn ?”
And voices chanted, clear aud sweet,
“Ty-day the Prince of Peace is born !”

“IWhat means this star,” the shepherds
said,
“That brichtens through the rocky
glen?”
And angels answering, overhead,
Sang, ‘‘Pcace on earth, goodwill to
men !”

*Tis eighteen hundred years and more,
Since those sweet oracles were dumb ;

‘We wait for Him, like them of yore ;
Alas! He seems sc slow to come !

But it was said, in words of gold,
No time or sorrow e’er shall dim,

That iittle children might be bold,
In perfect trmst to come to Him.

All round about our eet shall shine

A light like that the wise men saw,
If we our loving wills incline

To that eweet Life which is the Law.

S0 shall we learn to understand
The simple faith of shepherds, then,
And kindly clasping hand in hand,

Sing, “Peace on earth, goodwill to
wen !”

-t

HOLIDAYS.

By HENRY W. LONGFELLOW.

‘THE holiest of all helidays are those
Xept Ly ourselves in silence and apart—
The sacret anniversaries of the heart,
When the full river of feeling overflows—
The happy days unclouded te the close,
The sudden joys that out of darkness
start
As flames from ashes ; swift desires that
dart
Like swallows singing down each wind
that blows,

White as the gleam of a receding sail ;
White as a cloud that floats and fades
in air;
White as the whitest Jily on & strear,
These tender m.mories are : a fairy tale
Of some enchanted land we know not
where,
But lovely as a landscape in a dream.

————

VISION OF THE CHRISTMAS
TREE.

BY CHARLES DICKENS,

Hark ! The Waits are playing,
and they break my childish sleep !
What images do I associate with
the Christmas music as I see them
set forth on the Christmas tree?
Known before all the others, keep-
ing far apart from all the others,
they gather round my little bed.
An angel, speaking to a group of
shepherds in a field ; some travel-
lers, with eyes uplifted, following
a star; a baby in a manger; a
child in a spacious temple, talking
with grave mep ; a solemn figure
with a mild and beautiful face
raising a dead girl by the hand;
again, near a city gate, calling back
the son of a widow, on his bier, to
life; a crowd of people looking
through the opened roof of a cham-
ber where he sits, and letting down
a sick person on & bed, with rores ;
the same, in a tempest, walking on
the water to a ship; again on a
seashore, teaching a great multi-
tude ; again, with a child upen
His knee; and ether children
round ; agaln, restoring sight te
the blind, speech to the dumb,
hearing te the deaf, health to the
sick, strength te the lame, knew-
ledge to the ignorant; agam, dy-
ing upon 3 Cross, watched by arm-
ed soldiers, 2 thick darkness coming

- et -
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on, the earth beginning to shake,
and only one voice heard ; “For-
give them, for they know not
what they do‘!"

*

Be the images once associated
with the sweet old Waits, the soft-
ened music in the night, ever nn-
alterable ! Encircled by the so-
cial thoughts of Christmas time.
still let the benignant figure of
my childhood stand unchanged !
In every cheerful image and sug-
gestion that the season brings, may
the bright star that rested above
the poor roof be the star of sll the
Christian world. A moment's
pause, O vanishirg tree, of which
the lower boughs are dark to me
as yet, and let me look once more !
I know there are blank speces on
thy branches, where eyes that I
have loved, have shone and smiled
—from which they are departed.
But, far above, I see the Raiser of
the dead girl, and the widow’s son ;
and Gob is good ! If Age be hid-
ing for me in the unseen portion
of thy downward growth, O may I,
with a gray head, own a child’s
truthfulness and confidence.

Now the tree is decorated with
bright wmerriment, and song, an-
dance, and cheerfulness, And
they are welcome. Innocent and
welcome be they ever held beneath
the branches of the Christmas Tiee,
which casts no gloomy shadow !
But es it sinks into the ground. I
hear a whisper going through the

_leaves. *This, in commemoration
of the law of love and kindness,
merey and cempassion. This, in

temembrance of Me I”
————a-

“It i3 the life eternal to kunow
the true Gop, and Jesus Christ, the
Son of Gop and man Whom He
has sent.”

ACCORDING TO YOUR
ABILITY.

“EvERY man according to his
ability ” is the Christian rule of
giving and of werking. It is not
very faithfully obeyed. There are
many persons who have great
ability, yet do but little work;
who have ample leisure, yet give
but little time; who have large
possessions, yet make small contri-
butions. This is an evil that we
have all seen under the sun. And
thers is another that is like unto it,
There are a great many people who
have some ability, but who de
nothing ; who have not much leis.
ure, but who give no time to the
Lord’s werk ; who have a little
money, but who put none at all
into His treasury. Those who
have a little, and give mnothing,
violate the Christisn law just as
truly as do these who have much
and glve a little. There area great
many persons, young and old, in
all our churches, whose means ard
opportunities are limited; from
whom mot much ought to be ex-
pected ; But they are able to do
something, and thiy do nothing.
They are transgressors of the
Christian law. They ought to
repent, and do works meet for
1epentance.—Sunday Afternoon.

——

“THE MOST COMFORTABLE
SACRAMENT.”

By Rev. R. W. LowriE.

As an Institution.—Instituted by
our Lord Himself, on the Thursday
evening before His Cracifixion,
now solemnly this Saered Feast
appeals to our religious feclings
and susceptibilities, All other
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feasts and festivals pale before it.
Jesus was about to suffer a painful
and ignominious death. Yet, how
ealm and dispassionate—how like a
Gop! As He suppad as usual
with the Twelve, who of them
thought of what was about to be
established —a feast that should
go on till the end of time; so
gimple. yet so sublime—that break-
ing of the bread and drinking of
the cup whici the Church should
repeat with holy solemnities, not
only “often,” but ever afterwards.
The great artist has tried to place
on canvass the glory of that moment
when, “Lord, is it I?” was upon
every lip, but not until we reach
the other shore, and see the Kingin
His beauty, shall we wholly realize
the full majesty of that hour in
which the solemn Institulien was
divinely established. The glory of
the rising, and the clouds of the
setting, sun, are both about it.

As a Commemoration.—What
commemorative occasion may be
compared unto the Last Supper,
and unto what other may it be
likened? “In remembrance eof
Mg” In “remembrance,” mnot of
My life and death only—not of My
teachings and doings. merely—but
of ME; of 2 Personalty, your King
and Saviour; of “MEg” who did
declare Myself to be that which I
truly am, the Son of Man, the Son
of Gon. To memorials, the Jewish
mind had ever been accustomed ; at
Gilgal and elsewhere ; appeals to
the eye of sense—an easy and most
graceful channel of reaching the
religious susceptibilities of a simple-
minded, nature-loving, people. But,
never had been such a Memorial as
this. In it, all through, spoke the
Gop ; its simplicity was its creden-
tials ; its tenderness, its glory.

Frequency.—In “do this, os oft
as ye do it,” we have both liberty
and law., How thankfully the true
Christian obeys the command, and
also embraces the privilege of per-
sonal choice as to timne and occasion.
[f he would “do this” even rery
“oft,” he does it under the Egis ef
the large liberty of his TLord: “as
oft” as he may find, by experience,
that it is best to “do this.” How
gracious was Jesus, who, thus,
neither enforced a rigid law of
stated observance either as to time,
or as to times, nor yet restraired any
soul to less frequency than it might
find helpful. And so, in the agee of
early Church, the Daily Celebration
became the Rule ; though, beyond
doubt, individual liberty was no
more restricted by her than it had
been by her Lord ; all might “do
this oft, or less oft. or more oft, as
each should elect. Aund still it is
so. None may,in anywise, curtail
the liberty given by Him who said
only “do this, as oft as ye do it,
in remembrance of Me.”

An Office unigue and Divine.—
The Communion, mark, is the only
divinely appeinted service of all
the offices of the Church. It i3
not only the highest Act of ritual
worship, but the enly one pre-
seribed by the Son of Man. With
what tender solemnity this fact
invests the Lord’s Supper. The
order of Morning Prayers, the
office of Holy Baptism, and all the
other public services of the Church,
are meet and decent, many of them
grand and imposing. but this is
Divine. Its central thought is sac-
rifice ; its essential words are those
of the Christ Himself; His lips
moulded it; He speaks in it, and
is in it.

As a Means of Grace.—1. A
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memorial act. Individuals keep
days of holy memories, snniver-
saries of births, marriages, deaths,
of baptisms, of confirmations, or-
dinations. Nations have days of
patriotic observance. On the altar
of these occasions, the coals of holy
memories and worthy resolutions
are rekindled, and the path of life
is brighter and plainer from the
glow which their flames have cast
upon it. And, thus, though in
more important things, may our
keeping In memory of the Death
and Passion of Him, our Saviour,
be unto each of His disciples. 2.
other means of grace. Not the only
channel of grace is this, thank
Gop. Life hath its tens of thou-
sands of sacraments, in one sense of
the word, and its multitudes of
means of grace. All nature is a
stepping-stone towards Gop, and
one may be blessed threugh every
organ of sense, if he will but let it
catch the presence of Go» that per-
vades all things. And everything
may be a “means of grace” to us—
prosperity and adversity—health
and sickness—losses and gains.
‘We commonly reckon prayer, and
its kindred acts, as fhe means.
And so they are pre-eminently.
And as prayer is a blessing, even
though tke heart only be on its
knees; aspraise is, if the spirit of
praise have been caught ; as medifa-
tion is, if we have sat by its banks.
and touched the harp to the quiet
music of its inspiration; as the
reading of a godly volume is. if we
have drawn help from its pages ; as
a gond act is, if we have dono it
“in the Name of the Lord”—so is
it to ““do this,” if we do it in re-
membrance of Him, and in accord
with the necessary conditions of a
devout use of so great a means. 3.

A peculiar means. One means of
grace cannot undervalue any other.
Each has its place. Prayer, a
means—sacraments, means also : be
this our consistency of thought.
Thus, each means has a peculiar
blessing of its own. Would you
underrate prayer, thou who dost
“do this oft?” Nay; verily.
Neither let him that prays “oft,”
and finds prayer the very staff of
the way, turn the hack npon the
Cup of Blessing and the Bread of
Life. As many ares make the
circle, so do ali the means of grace,
the complete outfit of the sonl.
Theologically.—Three views pre-
vail. But, avoiding the Scylla of
the Sacrificial Act.and the Charybdis
of a mere memorial Act, the Chureh,
at once via media and via vera, re-
gards the Holy Communion as a
Sacramental Act. The very essence
of a Sacrament, in the theological
senseo, is the fact of its Divine in-
stitution. And just iow Christ can
be present spiritually, though ab-
sent carnally, not mortal man cun-
ning enough to explain. Let us
take the words of the Master, and
be therewith content. What the
Scriptures have left undefined, let
not man attempt to define. ¢ This
is My Body; this is My Blood ;”
no one can hesitate to use the words
of Christ, and we leave their deep
spiritual meaning t¢ Gop. ILven
illustrations fail. As the sun is en.
throned in the heavens, and yet is
present on the altar of your Parish
Chureh, if, by chance, a pencil of
its rays fall through the chancel
windew, so may Christ be here and
there too. As He may be at the
right hand of the Father and yet in
thoe heart of the believer, so may He
be bodily present in heaven, and
spiritually present on the earth,
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But fail not to mark, that, if illus-
trations do not “prove” anything,
and caw,at least, but help to convey
thought from mind {e mind, and
are, even then, pertinent in but
oue or twe of their points-—how
much more do they fail—these poor
illustrations of earth— to represent
fully the truths of soul, and the
things of heaven. The curtain
avhich the hand of Christ has drawn,
let not our rash hands endeavor to
lift.

Qualifications. ~— Baptism, the
Door, leads to the privileges within
the House of the Lord; Coufirma-
tion, or readiness and desire there-
for; faith to ‘discern the Loxd’s
Body ;” penitence for past ¢ sins,
negligence and ignorarce ;” charity
towards all, and full purpose of
amendment.  Se, shalt thou he a
meet partaker of this “Communion”
with Chrisy, with all Christians,
and with our sainted dead. Ave
the conditions hard? Ar: not
these things thy “bcunden duty”
in'any wise? If troubled in con-
science—before, or after—seek thy
Pastor and “ open the grief ” of thy
soul, be it what it may. Wash thy
hands in innocency, and so com-
pass the Altar, (Psalm—) TUse a'l
the means of grace. The preaching
of the morality and righteousness
of the Gospel is the means : —heed
the pulpit; Christ built it. and set
men in it. Prayer is a means;
Christ, Himself, resorted to it.
And so praise, and alms giving, and
devout reading. and to visit the
fatherless and the widow, and the
Eucharist, a sparkling link in the
golden chain; make full proof of
them all. And when thou comest
to the Altar, come in reverence ;
wish as much devoutness of heart,
as of posture; feeling that thou art

“not worthy to gather” of tho very
crumbg, and yet with great boldness
of access, seeing that thou darest
not stay away ¢ being so lovingly
called and bidden of Gop Himself:”
come, thus, without controversy, as
without malice; with singleness of
mind, and with an holy purpose ;
“just as thow art, without one plea,
save that His blood was shed for
thee;” and, mor man nor angel,
neither power nor prineipality, nor
the enemy of souls himself—none,
if it be not thy own faithiess self,
can roh thee of the Dlessing of this
“most comfortable Sacrament.”

—

Do not try to cheat Gon. Ii
you do, you will find that you have
only cheated yourself. Your pledge
of money toward any church work
is a debt to Gop. If you are an
honorable or prudent man, you
will see that it is paid. Perhaps
you excuse yourself for not paying
your subseription or pew-rent hy
saying “times are so hard” with
you. Are you sure that you are
telling the truth when you mske
that excuse? Have you given up
every unnecessary expense ! Have
you not come to think that Church
dues are an unnecessary expense?
No matter how hard “the times”
are, a part of your income, a just
part of it, belongs to Gon. If you
try to cheat Gobn out of the share
that belongs to Him, you are duing
not only a dishonest but very im-
prudent thing. “De not deceived ;
Gop is not mocked.” You may
deceive yeur fellow-men ; you may
deceive yourself ; but you will not
deceive Gob, whatever else you

may succeed in doing.—-FEur.
————

TaE righteous cry and the Lorp
heareth, and delivereth them out of
all their troubles.— Ps, xxxiv. 17,

N
4
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DIFFICULT TEXT -

6. ‘‘Forwheresoeverthe carcase is. there
will the eagles be gathered together.”—St.
Matt. xxiv, 28,

Several explsnations have been
given of this. It seems to be a
proverbial expression. It describes
the tapidity with which the eagles
or vultures fly to a d2ad body.

1st. Explanation. The body is
the city of Jerusalem ; the eagles
are the Roman armies besieging it,
in allusion to the eagles on their
standards. This is the view of
many modern writers.

2. The early Christian writers
understand the carcase to be Christ,
and the eagles His saints. This is
improbable.

3. The carcase is the corrupt
Jewish nation ; Zhe eagles, God's
Judgments.

7. “He shall be called a Nazarene.”—
St Matt. ii 23.

These words are not found in
any of the prophets. Nazareth was
a place despised by the Jews, and
Nazarene was a term of reproach.
Some think it refers to eur Lord’s
despised  conditien.  Nazareth,
however, means ‘“city of branches.”
The expression probably refers to
those passages whieh speak of
Christ as the “Branch” out of the
root of Jesse, (Isaiah xi. 1.) They
may i:ave been tfaken from some
unwritten prophecy.

8. “David left his carriage in the hands
of .f.hgzkeeper of the carriage.”—1 Sam.
xxii. 22.

“Took up their carriages, and went up
to Jerusalem.”—Acts xxi. 15,

“At -ichmash he hath laid up his
carriages.—Is, x. 28,

The word carriage is never used
in the English Bible in our modern
sense. The above are some of the
texts which are probably much

misuudeistiod by the ordinary
reader.

The word baggage will make
them plain. The use of the word
carriage for a vehicle, to car y any-
thing, is modern. It is a corrup-
tion ef the old English carrche,
now coach.

Carriage, in the old sense of
“things to be carried,” is derived
from the verb “to carry,” as mar-
riage frow: “to marry.” It is like
bagaage, luggage, herbage, &c. In
the Bible it means anything that
was carried, not the conveyance
itself. In Is. xlv’. 1, “Your car-
riages were heavy loaden, they are
a burden to the weary beast,” it
means, “Your ponderous idols are
carried as a heavy lead by bheasts of
hurden.”

———————

THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH,
THE CARE FOR THE
YOUNG. .

Br diligent in care ot the chil-
dren of the Church. Address
them. Simplify your language.
Adorn vour speech with illustra-
tions. Go every Lord's Day into
Bible Classes and gatherings of
catechumens. If you are forced to
feel that you have no taste for the
care of little ones, repeat often the
Saviour’a charge, “Feed my lambs.”
Go to Him for grace. From His
spirit obtain skill. Be not satisfied
till you have heart and talent for
effective catechizing. Supply the
empty places of spomsors. Over-
flow the measures of parents. Be
elder brother, cheerful companion.
By witty device and patient labor
occupy your sacred trust. If
Church tuition could always begin
at the first of mental creeping or
standing ; if on either side of the
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ohild, parental faithfulness and
pastoral attentiveness could spread
each a wing of protecticn and
guidance ; if the consecration in
infant baptism could always grow,
during later childhood into con-
scious consecraticn of the whole
life, the coming generation would
shine with young men, pure, loyal,
brave Galahads and Launcelets,
krighted by the leying on of
Apostles’ hands, inflamed by one
sacred purpose,

“All armed I ri'» whate’er hatide,

Until I find the Holy Grail.”

But you recognize from carlier
parts of my Charge, that my chief
anxiety abides with our duties
toward those who have passed out
of childhood. Alas for the priest
or prophet who lets the hands fall
and waits for children, already
under Gop’s training, to reach
maturity ! My brethren, inside
the meridian circle which marks
the placu of most of us, between it
and the orbit of youth. are multi-
tudes of sculs needing us. Outside
of us are not 2 few, with trembling
limbs, closing the short remainder
of life’s revolution. If we wait,
tims waits not. Many of these
will have gone beyond Church in-
fluences and the Pastor’s crook,
before the children of our congre-
gations are 9ld enough for Confir-
mation. Let not all industry,
pe -ance and energy be spent upon
the immature. Devote them to
grown uen, in the height and de-
cline of life, T confess there is no
very bright light of success or even
of hope at the trodden wayside, in
tho stony places, or among the
twisted thorns. Butin these spots,
I see our Lord and His labor.
Where greater hardness and opposi-
tions are, you are to strike the

spade more sharply, to maintain
efforts with persistence.

I feel almost like pressing the
literal word of the king of Syria:
—“Fight neither with small nor
great, save only with the king of
Israel.” There is no fear that
wives will not be at altars where
husbands ave vowing devotion and
loyalty. Children will commonly
follow where godly fathers lead.
It is this man, head of the family,
king among subjects, commander of
soldiers, ¢lad with harness impene-
trable except at a singie exposed
joint, whe is to be our mark,
Some ‘‘bow drawn ata venture,”
more surely some shaft skilfully
pointed, may come out at the heart
of his spirit of sloth, vice, indiffer-
ence, infidelity or pride. Is there
any talent or virtue of ours which
can be spared in this warfare ? In-
deed, the Priest must be as Elijah,
the loins perpetually girded, run-
ning before the worldly with a
step equal to that of his prosperity,
with sympathy ataying at Sarepta
till afflictien is relieved, chording
with ail chords, fellow and brother
of all.—Bishop Burgess, 1880,

<o

ST. JOHN XXI., 1--7,

Trie miraculous drought after
the resurrection, is to be contested
with the miracle at the beginning
of our Lord’s Ministry (Matt. iv.,
Mark i, Luke v). There the
fishes were hauled into the beats
on the sez. here they are drawn to
the land. There, the net was on
the point of bursting; here it is
not torn at all. There, the fishers
wore to be called “fishers of men”’;
here they are invited to sit down
and feast.

“The former represents the fish-

SN T
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ers tossed in the ship of the Church,
on the sea of this world. Thaey
draw good and bad fishes into the
net of the Church Visible, which is
always strained by schisms, and on
the point of breaking asunder.
The second, affer tha Resurr: ction,
represents the Church’s labor as
accomplished, and the good fish
drawn to the land of everlasting
life ;—the fishers of the Gospel
sitting at the biwquet with their
Lord, on the peaceful shore of life
everlasting, after their own resur-
rectiun through the Reswrrection
of Jesus Christ.— Woodsworth.

TEN LITTLE PEARLS STRUNG

TOGETILER.

1. The Dead Scais alwavs re-
cetving, and never giving. That is
what males it dead. You are al-
ways receiving, how about the
giving ?

2. Self-denial is easier than re-
pentance.

3. Absent yourself from Church,
and you starve your soul, d'scour-
age your minister, and depress the
congregation.

4. Stand up for your Church, as
you would for your mother.

5 Make mno engagements on
week nights when there is Service
at your Church.

6. After the benediction, ask
Gop to bless to your soul, anud the
souls of the congregation, the ser-
vices. Then go kome. Den't stop
o talk in the Church, nor on the
street.

7. Don’t be afraid to sperk out
in the responses. Let your voice
be heard.

8. If you are far from Church,
and feel lonely, remember the
vast army of 200 bishops, 30,600

i

otherclergy,and millions of privates.
Read your Prayer Book ever, and
join in spirit with your brethren
in the same old words of praise
and prayer ascending up to Gop
from all quarters of the world. You
are not alone. Speak to the great
Head of the Chuich, and ITe will
answer. You are a sentinel om
the outposts. Be faithful, and
watch unto praver.

9. St. Matthew was called from
the receipt of custom to serve Gob.
The business men of to-day have a
havder tusk, to serve Gobp at the
receipt of custom

10. In the long run. the Church
that steadily trains and teaches,
will outlive the Chuvch that only
amuses and startles.

>

THE CONFESSION.

Ax intelligent woman who for
years had worshipped with dis-
senters was drawn to the Church
by a better understanding of our
heautiful and seriptural service.
She said to her clergyman—“I
shall never forget this prayer; it is
engraven with the point of a dia-
mond upon my heart. It was; sir,
while joining in this confession,
crushed under a sense of my own
utter unworthiness and exceeding
sinfulness, acknowledging to Gop
that [ was a miserable offender, and
pleading with Him o spare me,
and restoreme to His favor, accord-
ing o His promise declared unte
muarkind in Christ Jesus our Lord
—it was while confessing my sins
along with the congregation, and
urging my plea in the language of
this prayer, that light broke in
upon my darkened soul—the load
of sorrow which had for days
weighed me to the earth was sud-
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denly taken off. I could hardly
contain myself in view of the won-
derful love of Gon displayed in
my redemption ; and now its-emed
as though all the promises weve
mine. Never did that Psalra be-
{ore appear so to me in which we
were soon called upon to join—
“Q sing unto the Lord a new song,
for He hath done marvellous
things.”  Marvellous thinys, in-
deed, thought I. Indeed, the
language of that praver was suited
to my case, and never do I repeat
it but it stirs up my soul to the
very bottom.—Selected.

—_—————————————
BISHOP STARKEY ON SUN-
DAY SCHOOLS

WE select the following from a
recent address by the Bishop of
Northern New Jersey :

“A Sunday School should pre-
pare the children who attena it
for confirmation ; not only by im-
parting what is called practical re-
ligious instruction, but also. by in-
stilling into their minds and hearts
the principles and doetrines of the
Church ; and teaching them the
intimate connection that subsists
between these principles and doc-
trines, and the religious light itself.
In no other way can the Sunday
School become a nursery of the
Church, or justify its own exist-
ence. Where nothing that is dis-
tinetive of our Church system is im-
parted, or where the children find,
or think they find. in attendance at
the Sunday School. en excuse for
the neglect of Divine worship, it is
clear that a Divine ordinance is
set aside for the sake of a merely
human expedient ; and that no-
thing but evil can result. I am
happy to say that this very obvious

truth, for so many years sirangely
ignored by many, is beirg generally
accepted ; and our parishes are al-
ready reaping the result. But
Christian parents should at the
same time realize that no instrue-
tion given in a Sunday School, can
justify them in neglecting the re-
ligious training of their children at
home.”
—_—

“] HAVE NO INFLUEXCE.”

Prruars not for good, but then
you have some for exil. Are you
sincere in your meaning that you
reaily have no influence ?  Suppose
that some one else were tosay *‘that
it was of no consequence what you
said or did as you had no izfluence
with any one,” how angry would
you be at the remark, and how soon
would you show him the contrary !
Yes ; you have influence npon
your relations and your circis of
acqusintances, and you can move
them by your example, conversa-
tion and prayers. Were you sven
in the eell of a dungeon, your
writings, thoughts, and prayers,
might penetrate the bars. You
mean you have no influence in the
Church. DBut thers again yonuare
wmistaken, for by your coldness
and neglect you are injuring the
Church, being a stumbling-block in
the way of others. Gop has put
it upon you to stem the progress
of error, and your doing nothing
does incalculable harm in allowing
the flood to enter into the Chureh,
into your family, into your heart.
Mark that person in his *“Ben-
eficial Society,” in his business, at
an election ; how he affects a
whole circle around him ; but in the
Church, a paralysis seizes him and

he can do nothing ; that is, he
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will not do it. (Gop sent yeu into
the world to he influential, and
placed before vou proper objects,
You may indeed direct your ener-
gies in another direction, but then
you become an agent of evil, and
severe shall be your punishment.
—Selected

——— DA

“IT IS NOT MY BUSINESS.”

A weartEY man im St. Louis
was asked to aid in a series of
temperance meefings, but he scorr
fully refused. After being pressed,
he said : “Gentlemen, it is not my
business.”

A few days after, his
daughters were coming home or
the lightning express. In his
carriage with liveried attendants
he rode to the depot, thinking of
his fine business and planning for
the morrow. Hark ! did somse one
say ‘‘accident ?” There are 25
railroads centering in St. Louis :
if there has been an accident, it is
not likely it happened on the
railroad. Vet if troubled him ; it
is his business now. The horses
stopped, and upor inquiry he finds
it has occured 25 miles on the
He telegraphs to the superintend-
ant : “I will give five bundred
dollars for sn extre engine.” The
answer flashes back ; ¢ No.”

“I will give you omne thousand
dollars for an engine.”

“A train with surgeons and nur-
ses has already gone forward ; we
have no other.”

With white face and anxious
brow, that man paces the station
to and fro. It is his “business”
now. In a half an hour which
geemed to him a century, the train
arrived. He hurried towards it,
and in the tender found the mang-
led and lifeless form of his wife

wife and

and one of his daughters. Ia the
car following lay his other daughter,
with her dainty ribs erushed in,
and her precious life ocozingslowly
away. A quart of whiskey, which
was drank 50 miles away by a
railroad empioye, was the cause of
the catastrophe.

Who dares to say of this tre-
mendous question, “*Jt i3 not my
business !"—-Selected.

o —

CHURCH WGRK

ALwavs remember, in thinking of
Church work, that if it is true work,
it is work of our blessed Lord. It
is aiding—what a mystery aiding
Him in the work which He began
to do in the days of His earthly
ministey, which He is now carry-
ing on by His intercession at the
right hand of the Father, which
He carried on among men by means
of His Church and His members,
even the souls baptized into the
Church. Remember, too, that as
work fora suffering Lord, it must
be in the very nature of things,
when faithfully done, a matter of
toil, anxiety and self-denial. I
is no easy matter to take up the
Cross, and to bear it patiently,
through all sorts of results—good
and bad, successful and unsuccess-
ful. It requires love and zeal and
steadfastness to do any work for
Christ, for 2 number of mcaths or
years together. It is wise, there-
fore, to start out with thiz idea
clearly defined in the mind. An-
other thing to be considered is,
that in a great majority of cases
the excuses you may make for re-
fusing to do any particular work
can be made by almost any one else.
If the fact that you are a little tired
Sunday morning is a sufficient res-
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son for staying away from the wor-
ship of God’s house, then it is a good
excuse for almost every man in tke
Parish to stay away. We suppo-e it
is as easy for you as for e her
people to et out to church on Sun-
day evenings. If to altend Surday
school in the afternoon requires
selt-denial, we imagine it isas much
self-denial for A, B er C agit i for
you. Their hours are almost the
same as yours. Their labor is pro-
hably as hard ; their need of rest as
great. If work is to dome, why
should not the labor and sacrifice of
doing it fall on yeu as well as upon
anyone else. We ray this not asa
remonstrance, but as a safeguard.
Certain things eught tobe done ; f
they are not done, you would feel
as badly as any omns. God has
given you the opportunity of doing
your part in the work ; why should
you expect others to do your work
in the Body of Christ which isthe
Church?  Why should you not re-
joize tc bear the Cross tor Him, to
endure hardness as a good soldier 4
Why should you not say, It is as
well that I should do this as any
one else'—The Epiphary.
—_— W ———————

GOOD ADVICE.

Whispering, §c. This is vulgar
in the pew; and a scandal, if in
the chaucel. Forethought can pre-
vent all necessity for it in the
latter place ; and in the former, no
necessity for it is likely to occur.
It disfigures the face of public
worship worse than the pits of
small pox de “the human face
Divine” Every canon of gentility
i3 violated by whispering, staring,
turning around, &e-

Strangers.  These should be
quietly, vet cordially, welcomed.

Let ushers be at the door ;~—if the
vestry will serve, in turns, so much
the better. Let those already seated
make room for others—especially
if they be strangers—gladly ; le:
the home-folks get up. if need be,
offer them seats, and if need be,
prayer baoks—and quictly find
room for themselves as near by as
may be. This course helps to
preach the gospel, by helping te
build the congregation up; the
opposite course of indifference to
visitors helps the devil and his
angels by aiding mightily in run-
ning your congregation down

Children. These should always
not only sit with their parents, but
come to service, enter the Chureh,
and go to the pew. with them, The
last and worst place for them is at
the door. If children, over twelve,
cannot attend both Sunday School,
and Chuick service, let them be
taken fo the latter.

Inclement weather. Most likely
the minister will be at Church-
why can’t you, unless an invalid?
Have a damp-Sunday suit. if your
Church clothes would be injured
by the weather. Tl venture te
say the prudent house-wife has a
rainy market day suit. Isnot pub-
lic worship, also, entitled to a
rainy day one?

—_—
THE S1IGN OF OUR REDEMP-
TION.

Trur, you will say, but them
the Cress is Popish.—And who is
it dares te make such an assertion ?
Who will he content to surrender
that blesssd symbol to the Papists,
as if beeause they use i reverentially
(and often perhaps use it super-
atitiausly), we were $o abandon the
comfors to be derived. Why, at
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this rate, we must give up the use
of every gift of Gop, seeing that
there is not one but hasbeen abused
by man. To the adoption of the
Crucifix, indeed, great and strong
objections may, as L think,be fai-
ly and wisely made, but to the
simple Cross, none. And to him
who bids me keep the Cross out
of sight because the Papists have
used it (as I think they do ase it,)
idolatrously, I will answer as Na-
both did to Ahab, “The Lord forbid
it me, that I should give theinher-
itance of my fathers to” them. I ab-
hor Popery as much as you can do,
aud the move Istudy its history,
and prineiples, and see its practical
workings, the more I abhor it.
But because Popery has many bad
things in it, I will not be so weak
as to oppose what is good merely
not abjure the doctrine of the Trini-
ty, because the Papistsuse it. I do
on the ground that it is received
by the Romuan Church ; and it
would be equally wicked to be
ashamed to use the Cross,in fit places
and on proper occasions, through a
cowardly fear of heing called Papist-
ical. No; let the 1Infidel, and the
Puritan, and the Schismatic, hate
and oppose all exhibition of the
Symbol of Redemption to the eyes
of men : they may have their own
Teasons for doing so : but let every
true son of the Church of England
cherish it as “the inheritance of
his fathers,”and as the sign whieh
he most honours,—that which was
marked upon his brow in Holy
Baptism, which is the sourcs of his
hopes while living, and which he
desires should hallow his last earth-
ly resting place.—Paget's Tract on
Tombstones.

BB
“Asx, and ye shall receive.”

HOW GREAT WORKS ARE
DONE.

Arn great works are done by
serving Gop with what we have in
hand. Moses was keeping sheep
in Midian ; Gop sent him to save
Israel, but he shrank from the
undertaking. Wesympathize with
Jethro’s herdsman, alone and a
stranger, owning not a lamb that
he watched. He had nothing but
his shepherd’s rod, cut out of a
thicket, the mere crab-stick, with
which he goaded his sheep. Any
day he might throw it away and get
a better one. And Gob said :

“What is that in th~ hand?
With this rod, with this stick, thou
shalt save Israel.”

And so it proved.

“IWhat is that thou hast in thy
hand, stranger ¢’

“An ox-goad, with which I urge
my lazy beasts.”

Used for Gop, and Shamgar’s ox-
goad Jefeated the Philistines.

“What is that in thy hand,
David ¥’

“My sling, with which I keep
the wolves {rom the sheep.”

Yet with that sling he slew
Goliath, whom an army dared not
meet,

“What is that in thy hand, dis-
ciple?”

“Nothing but five barley loaves
and two little fishes.”

“DBring them te Me; give them
to Gop.”

And the multitude was fed.

“What is that in thy hand, poor
widow ?”

- Only two mites.”

Give them to Gop, and behold,
the fame of your yiches fills the
world.
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“What hast  then, weeping | certain thing, while the truth about
woman ¢’ it 1s entirely different, will his sin-

“An slabaster box of ointment.”

Give it to Gon.  Break it; pour
1t upon the Savieur’s head, and its
sweet perfume is a fragranee in the
Church untl now.

“W hat hast thou, Doreas?”

“My needls.”

TUse it for Gon, and these coats
and garments keep multiplying,
and are clothing the naked still.

You are a marufacturer or a mes-
chant, or a mechanic, or a man of
leisure, or a student or a sewing
woman. Gop wants each of you
to serve Him where you are.  You
have your business; use it for
Gop; order it in a godly manner;
do not allow wickedness in it;
give goodly wages ; preach not by
a long face, but by being like Hiia
and doing good.— Selected.

IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE.

Tae popular adage is, “Oh, it
makes no diflerence what & man
believes, so he’s sincere |”

Let us see. A family was poi-
soned at Montgomery County last
year, by eating toad-stools which
they sincerely believed to be mush-
rooms. Three of them died.

Did it make no difference ¢

A man indorsed a note for a
friend, whom he sincerely believed
to be an honest man. Hé was a
scoundrel, and left him to pay the
note.

Did it makeno difference ?

A traveler takes the train going
north, sincerely believing it is the
southern train

Will it make no difference?
Will be bring up at the south all
the same ?

If a man sincerely believes a

cere helief make all right?

The truth is, the popular adage
is a lie—und a very f{ransparent
one at that ! If aman Is sincere,
he will take pains io know the
truth. For, where facts are com-
cerned, all the thinking in the
world will not change them. A
toad-stool remains a toad-stool,
whatever we may think about it.

—The Covenant.
-~

A FREE CHURCH.

Tre Bishop of Fond du Lace, at a
mecting of the Free Church Asso-
ciation of New York, said the
Church was the Cathelic Chureh,
and as sach was to be the Church
of the poor as well as the vich. I
was absurd that people should pay
for a seat in the house of Gop
accoiding to their financial ability.
Most people acknowledged that the
theory of free churches was correct,
and it could be carried out in this
age as well as in the early Church.
Our Church too ecasily becomes 2
fellowship of the refined and
wealthy, and had a tendency to
drift away from the masses. The
churches were too much like club-
houses, in which rich people took
so much ecclesiastical stock. Poor
people will not woiship in them,
whereas no creature of Gop should
be kept away from Gob’s houss in
consequence of man’s selfishness
and love of luxury.

A rEMARK of am old minister is
commended to “all preachers who
are tempted to complain of a small
congregation : “It is as Jarge a con-
gregaticn, perhaps, as you will
wanb to account for at the Day of
Judgment.”
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Moragrs, dor't tell yeur little
children{as we have heard mothers
do) that they won 't mind, that you
never saw such bad children, or
that it is useless to speak to them.
This is the certain way to make
them disobedient and reckless, as
any one can see. Once let a little
child understand that you do not
expect it to obey you, and you
may look for insubordination of
course. A little loving faith in
the child’s good mmpulses will be
far more effectual than an announce-
ment that you expect it to do
wroug. Thevery stubbornness and
disobedince of a child is often-
times caused by mnervousnessand
excifement, as much, as and more
than by wiekedness’ and should
be treated accordingly.—Selected.

TR0
g

““If T may but touch His garment, Ishall
be whole,”—St. Matt. 1x. 21.

She only touched with the touch
of faith ; the multitude, pressing
and thronging rouw ., though as
near or nearer in body, yet lacked
that faith which is the connecting-
link between Christ's power and
our need ; and thus they crowded
upon Christ, but did not touck
Him in any way He should take
nete of. And thus it is ever in
the Church; many press upon
Christ, His in name, near to Him
and His Sacraments outwardly ; yet
not fouching Him, because not
drawing nmear in faith, not looking
for, and therefore not obtaining,
life and healing from Him, through
these.—Archbiskop Trench.

el e

It is proposed by the London
Guardian to celebrate during the
present year the seventeenth cen-
tenary of the introduction ef the
Church into England, The first
episcopal sve was established in

the second century in Wales, dar-
ing the occupation by the Romans,
aud Dubricius was the name of the
first bishep. While thus the
brethren without are making &
festival of their centenaries, the
Church of England traces her
origin back seventeen hundred
years to the vesy times of the

apostles.
—— el

A somewHAT remarkable effort
has been made during late years
among the Jews ef the city of
Manchester. They have been ix-
vited by the dean to aftend on cer-
tain Sunday evenings'at services aé
the eathedral, when the importance
of receiving Christ as their Saviour
has been presented. On a recent
oceasion of the kind, the cathedral
was filled, a large part of the con-
gregation being Jews.

——————— i}

Miss SaraH SmiLey, the Quak-
eress, who it will be remembered
preached for the Rev. Dr. Cuyler, of
Brooklyn, some time ago was re-
ceived in the Protestant Episcopal
Church at a Confirmation in the
neighborhood of Philadelphia one
day last week. Perhaps the
Bishop and Standing Committee
will now be able to find seme one
to take charge ef Potter House for
Deaconesses.— NewYork Guardian.

——— -

Tae Bishop of Nebraska says
that in that Diocese “We have
erected within the past four years
about fifty Churches, in all of
which to-day regular Services are
held, and we must build ten more
in 188L1.”

On Sunpay,October 17,St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, Lebanon, Penn-
sylvania, was conse.-ated. It was
built by the Colemau family at a
cost of $100,000,




