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PROGRESS OF AUSTRALASIA IN THE

CENTURY.

PART ONE.

INTRODUCTORY AND GENERAL.

CHAPTER I.

DISCOVERY OF AUSTRALIA AND AUUAXGEMENTS MADH
FOR FOUNDING A COLONY.

It is impossible to say who were the first dis-

coverers of Australia, although there is evidence that

the Chinese had some knowledge of the continent as

far back as the thirteenth century. The Malays also

would seem to have been acquainted with the

northern coast; while Marco Polo, who visited the

East at the close of the thirteenth century, makes ref-

erence to the reputed existence of a great southern

continent. There is in existence a map dedicated to

Henry the Eighth of England on which a large

southern land is shown, and the tradition of a Terra
Australis appears to have been current for a long

period before the land itself was known to authentic

history.

In 1503, a French navigator named Binot Paul-
myer, Sieur de Sonncville, was blown out of his
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couise, and landed on a large island, which wag

claimed to b'> tho great southern land of tradi-

tion, although Flinders and other authorities arc in-

clined to tliink that it must have been Madagascar.

Tho Portuguese also advance claims to be tho first

discoverers of Australia, but so far tho evidence can-

not be jaid to establish their pretensions. As early

as 159S, Wytfliet describer the I'erra Australis as

the most southern of all lands, and proceeds to give

some circumstantial particulars regarding its geo-

graphical relation to Xew Guinea, venturing the

opinion that, were it thoroughly explored, it would

be regarded as a fifth part of the world.

Early in the seventeenth century, Philip tlio Third

of Spain sent out an expedition from Callao, in

Peru, for tho purpose of searching for a southern

continent. The little fleet comprised three vessels,

and had the Portuguc\. pilot, De Quiros, as navi-

gator, and De Torres, as admiral, or military com-

mander. They left Callao on the 21st of December,

1605, and in tho following year discovered tho is-

land now known as Espiritu Santo, one of *he Xew
Hebrides group, which De Quiros, under the impres-

sion that it was in 'cd tho land of which be was in

search, named " La Austrialia del Espiritu Santo."

Sickness and discontent led to a mutiny on De
Quiros' vessel, and 'he crow, overpowering their of-

ficers during the night, fore . tlie captain to navigate

his ship to Mexico. Thus abandoned by his consort,

Torres, compelled to bear up for the Philippines to

refit, discovered and sailed througb the strait that

bears his name, and may even have caught a glimpse

of the northern coast of the Ausitralian continent.

His discovery was not, however, made known until

1702, when Dalrymplo rescued his name from
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oblivion, bestowing it on the passage which separates

JJcw Guinea from Australia. De Quiroa returned

to Spain to re-engngo in the work of petitioning the

king to despatch an expedition for the purpose of

])rosecuting the discovery of the Terra Aiistralis.

He was finally successful in his petitions, but died

before realising his dream of discovery, and was

buried in an unknown grave in Panama.

During the same year in which Torres sailed

through the strait destined to make him famous, a

little Dutch vessel called the Duyfhen, or Dove, set

sail from Bantam, in Java, on a voyage of discovery.

This Bhip entered the Gulf of Carpentaria, and

snilcd south as far as Capo Keerweer or Tumagain.

Here some of the crow landed, but being attacked

by natives, made no attempt to explore the country.

In 1010 Dirk llartog discovered the island bearing

his name. In 1622 the Leemvin, or Lioness, made

some discoveries on the south-west coast ; and during

the following year the yachts Pera and Arnhem ex-

plored the shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria. Arn-

hem Land, a portion of the northern territory, still

appears on many maps as a memento of this voyage.

Among o earlv Dutch discoverers were Van

Edels ; De Wiit ; Poel, who, in 1029, explored the

GuK of Carpentaria; Xuyts, who in the Guide

Zeepnard sailed along the south coast, whicli he

called, after himself, ISTuyt's Land ; and Telsart, who

in the Bntavia was wrecked on Iloutman's Abrolhos.

Pelsart'si crew mutinied, and l.o and his party suffered

greatly from want of water. The record of his voy-

age is interesting from the fact that he w^as tht rst

to carry back to Europe an authentic account of the

western coast of Australia, which ho described in

any but favourable terms. In 16-12, Abel Janszen
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Tasman took up the work of Dutch discovery, and

added Tasmania (long known as Van Dieraen'a

Land) and New Zealand to the geograi)hical knowl-

edge of the day. He oubsequently made a voyage

to the Gulf of Carpentaria, and examined the north-

em coast.

ll.tj first EiigliFh navigator to sight the Australian

continent was William Dampicn, who made a vi?it

to these shores in 1688, as supercargo of the Cygnet,

a trader whose crew had turned buccaneers. On his

return to England he published an account of his

adventures, which resulted in his being sent out in

the Roebuck, in 1699, on a further voyage of dis-

covery. To him we owe the exploration of the coast

for about 9^0 miles—from Siiark Bay to Danipier's

Archipelago, and thence to Roebuck Bay. IIo aj)-

poars to have landed in several places in search of

water. His account of the country was quite as un-

favourable as Pelsart's. lie described it as barren

and sterile, and almost devoid of animals, the only

one of any importance being a strange creature some-

what resembling a racoon, which advanced by great

bounds or leaps instead of walking, using only its

bird legs and covering twelve or fifteen feet at a

time. This is the first notice of the kangaroo which

has come down to us. Between Dampier's first and

second voyage Vlamingh visited the south-west coast,

and entered and named the Swan "River, so called

from the number of black swans seen in the locality.

The great voyage of James Cook, in 1709--70, was

primarily undertaken fi)r the purpose of obseri-ing

the transit of Venus, but he was also expressly com-

missioned to ascertain " whether the unexplored part

of the southern henrlsphf-rc be only an irnmerise m?.==

of water, or contain another continent." The vessel
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fitted out for the voyage was a small craft of 320
tons carrying twenty-two guns. She was built origi-
nally for the coal service, with a view ratlier to
strength than to speed. Chosen by Cook himself
she was renamed the Endeavour, in allusion to the
great work which her commander was setting out to
achieve. Mr. Charles Greenwas commissioned tocou-
duct the astronomical observations, and Sir Joseph
JJanis and Dr. Solander were appointed botanists to
the expedition. After successfullv observing the
transit from the island of Tahiti 'or Otaheite, as
Cook wrote it, the Endeavours head was turned
south, and then north-west, beating about the Pacific
in search of the eastern coast of the groat continent
whose western shores had been so long known to the
iJutch. Circumnavigating and minutely surveying
the coast of New Zealand, Cook then stood due west,m order to carry out the instructions given him.

After a voyage of nearly three weeks. Cook, on
the 19th of April, 1770, sighted the eastern coast
of Australia, at a spot which he named Point Hicks
aftor his first lieutenant, who discovered it. This
he placed in latitude 38° south and longitude 1-18°
50' east

;
but no such headland has since been identi-

fied, and it is thought that Cook must have boon de-
ceived in some manner by the sandhills of the
Ainety-mile Beach. Four leagues farther to the
north-east he discovered and named "Ram Head, but
the first important poi-t observed was a bare' and
s.indy headland, to wl ich he gave the name of Cape
11 owe. After passing and naming Jfount Drome-
dary, the Pigeon House, Point Upright, Cape St.
George, and Eed Point, Dotanv Bay was discovered
on the 28th April, 1770, nr,d as it appeand to
offer a suitable anchorage the Endeavour entered

^r^l^v '
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the bay and dropped anchor. The ship bro.Vi?bt-to

oppoS a group of natives, who were cofng « er

a tire. Cook and his crew, unacquainted with the

character of the Anstralian aborigines, were not a

?Ule astonished that these natives took no notice o

ti em or their proceedings. Even tt;
JPj- ^^f^ f^.

anchor in the water, and the noise of the cable run

nineout through the hawse-hole, in no way disturbed

E at heir 'occupation, or caused them to evince

to slightest curiosity. But when the captain of

t^^ Endeavour ordered out the pinnace and prepared

to land, the native.9 threw off their nonchalance; fo

Tn the boat's approaching the shore two rnen^^ ead

armed with a bundle of spears, presented themsenes

or.pro ecting rock and made threatening signs to

Se stCgors. 'it is interesting to -te that the m-

cenious "Wommera," or throwing stick, ^bich la

fecil ar to Australia, was first observed on this oc-

ca on As the men were evidently determined to

ZZ any attempt at landing, a musket was dis-

charged be^tween them, in the hope tlvat they would

S frTghtened by the noise, but it produced no effect

bevond causing one of them to ^-p hjs bundfe of

snoars, of which, however, he immediateh repos

sessed himself, and with his comrade resumed the

sar^o menacing attitude. At last one cast a stone

toward™ the bolit, an act which earned him a charge

of sma 1 shot in the leg. Nothing daunted, the two

„n^ack into the bush, and presently returned fiir-

nished with shields made of bark, with which to pro-

Sc themselves from the firearms of the crew. Si^h

fntrepidity is certainly worthy of passing no ice.

Unlike the American Indians who supposed Colum-

bus and his crew to be supcTnatural beings, and t^. r

Bhips in some way endowed with life, and who were

-•iS
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thrown into convulsions of terror by the first dis-

charge of firearms which they witnessed, these Aus-
tralians were neither excited to wonder by the ship,

nor overawed by the superior number and unknown
weapons^ of the strangers. Cook examined the bay
in the pinnace, and landed several times ; but by no
inducements could he prevail upon the natives to
hold any friendly communication with him.
The well-known circumstance of the great variety

of new plants here obtained, from which Botany
Bay derives its name, should not be passed over.
Before quitting the bay the ceremony was performed
of hoisting the Union Jack, first on tlie south shore,

and then near the north head, formal possession of
the territory being thus taken for the British cro\vn.

During the sojourn in Botany Bay the crew had to
perform the painful duty of burying a comrade—

a

seaman named Forby Sutherland, who was in all

probability the first British subject whose body was
committed to Australian soil.

After leaving Botany Bay, Cook sailed north-
ward. He saw and named Port Jackson, but for-

bore to enter the finest natural harbour in Australia.
Broken Bay and other inlets, and several headlands,
were also seen and named, but the vessel did not
come to an anchor till Moreton Bay was reached.
Prevented by the wind from entering the harbour,
Cook continued his voyage, taking notes, as he pro-
ceeded, for a rough chart of the coast, and landing
at Bustard and Keppel Bays and the Bay of Inlets.

He had passed over 1,300 miles without the occur-
rence of any event worthy of being chronicled, when
suddenly one night at ten o'clock the water was
found to shoal, without any sign of breakers or land.
While Cook was speculating on the cause of thia

I

%
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ar^A foil over so much that, in order to ligmen n
,

and tell over "" ^
, , heavy gear had at

BO rapidly into the hold thatj m' V ^
6la«l.v goiajr the crow cot Id h

^Lfed the de-

SHkidSs^SiS
cf water TldswK performed with great success,

and Uie ;essel was floated oS with the eventng tide

S-?rc:r°:Sirc„r^?aS\tE:t:l^
m"r. A Edlld close by he --ed Cape TnhuU-

bf S"rflU^r=^f; f

g

from latitude 38° south northward to latitude 10*

rS, on a spot which he named Possession Tslana

thence returning to England by ay of Torres

Straits and the Indian Ocean.
-n , j w +!,«

The favourable reports brought to England by the

Endeavour on her return and the graphic account of

£ vovage publishea by Cook, turned all ey^ to

l\,.tralif, or New Holland, a. it contmued to be

called.
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Since the battle of Worcester in 1051 until the dec-

laration of independence in 1776, the iSTorth Amer-

ican plantation had been used as a receptacle both

for political prisoners and for oflfenders against the

laws of England. Judge Jeffries drove a brisk trade

in slaves convicted for a consideration, and the Vir-

ginia cotton-fields were worked by real and alleged

felons sold at so much a head by speculative shippers

to the colonial planters. Even after the revolt of the

Thirteen States convicts were transported to Amer-
ica, and transportation warrants still exist, among

the records of the Home Office, dated 17S.3 and 1784,

and addressed to the superintendent of the hulks in

the River Thames, requiring him to deliver certain

convicts under his charge, to the contractor for con-

veyance to iSTorth America. When, hovv-ever, the in-

dependence of the Union was, by the provisions of

the Peace of Ve.sailles, recognised by England,

the overcrowded conditions of the gaols compelled

the authorities to deport elsewhei-e the criminals who
v.'-ere fast becoming a danger and an embarrassment.

The coasts of Africa were first tried and many con-

victs were sent thither. The unhealthiness of the

climate was, however, so great and the mortality so

appalling that transportation to that country was
complet<>ly given up in the year 178.5, and a new
depot was looked for. Sir Joseph Banks and others

holding influential positions, being deeply interested

the British occupation and settlement of thein

newly discovered lands in the South Seas, were at

this time continually bringing before the public and

the authorities the desirability of establishing a col-

ony at Botany Bay, the fertile and beautiful terri-

tory discovered in 1770 by Captain Cook. The
revolt of the American colonies and the imiiossibility

IV
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of sending thither any more convicts
(«>™JJ;;f«*

Britain and Ireland, the failure of the African

Toastras a receiving depot for transported felons^

together with the overcrowded condition of the Eng

S gaols, forced the attention of the Government

in tlie direction of the eastern shores of Itiow IIol-

^nd wMch Banks, Matra, and Young advocated as

a su table field for British colonisation. Hence the

first proposal of a defini' character for the colonj-

sation of Australia arose from the necessity of ut 1

ising the continent in a manner similar to that m
which the North American plantations had l>een

utilised previous to the recognition by the English

Government of their independence.
_

_

The difficultv in disposing of their criminal pop-

ulation was, however, only one of the causes which

determined the British Government to found the

colony of New South Wales; for it is now abun-

dantly clear that all concerned felt that they were

engaged in founding a new home in the Southern

Hrmisphere for the British people, and that visions

of even greater progress than has yet been attained

filled the minds, not only of Viscount Sydney and

Governor Phillip, but also of many reflecUng persons

in the colony itself after it had been established.

m
1
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PART TWO.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

CHAPTER 11.

FOUNDATION OF NEW SOUTH WALES.

It was in the early part of 1787 tliat Viscount

Sydney, Secretary of State for the Colonies, deter-

niined to plant a colony in New South Wales, and by

Mav of that year the lirst fleet had been assem-

bled. It consisted of the 20-,2:un frigate Siriits, the

armed tender Supply, three store ships—the Golden

Grove, Fishbum and Borradale ; and six transports

--the Alexander, Scarborough, Lady Penrhyn,

Prince of Wales, FrtendsMp, and Charlotte. The

largest of these vessels measured only 450 tons, and

the smallest no more than 270 tons. On board the

six transports were packed, according to the state-

ment made by Collins in his history, no fewer than

504- men and 192 women, all prisoners who had been

sentenced to expatriation. There were also 16S ma-

rines and 10 officers, commissioned and non-commis-

sioned. These, with 5 medical men, a few me-

chanics, and 40 women—wives of marines—together

with 13 children—the offspring of the convicts

—

made up the total number of persons despatched to

found the colony. Captain Arthur Phillip, R.K,

was placed in command of the expedition, and given

y. '
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13 PROGRESS OF AUSTRALASIA.

a commission as Governor and Captain-General of

New South Wales. Second in command was Cap-

tain John Hunter, of the Sirius, and Mr. David

Collins accompanied the expedition as Judge-Advo-

cate.

The fleet sailed in May, 1787, and after calling at

Rio Janeiro, arrived in liotany Bay in the beginning

of January, 1788. A cursory examination con-

vinced Captain Phillip that a more unsuitable site

for a new settlement could hardly have been chosen

than the shores of this inlet. Despite the profusion

of new plants which had so delighted Banks and

Solander, the neighbourhood of Botany Bay was by

no means fertile. The scarcity of good water was a

further disadvantage, while the bay itself was so

shallow as to forbid the near approach of ships to

the sliore. It was, besides, exposed to the full swell

of the Pacific, and was without bays, creeks, or coves

to afford shelter. The Governor accordingly deter-

mined to explore the coast in search of a more suita-

ble site for the settlement. After proceeding with

three of the boats about nine miles, he found himself

abreast of the entrance to Port Jackson, which Cook

had onlv seen from a distance, and had marked on

his chart as a harlrour for boats. Undeterred by this,

Phillip rounded the South Head, and soon saw

opening before him the whole expanse of one of the

finest harbours in th^ world. Por m.iles to the west

stretched the peaceful waters of Port Jackson, which

must have delighted the explorers, disheartened as

thev had been by the appearance and surroundings

of Botany Bay. In place of the stunted scrub which

formed the greater part of the vegetation of tbat

localitv. Port Ja-kson was found to be surrounded

by a thick forest of noble trees, which extended to
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the water's edge, and promised an abundant supply

of timber for building purposes. And In place of

the open roadstead at Botany, a succession of bays

and inlets opened on the astonished gaze of the

hardy navigators as they proceeded up the harbour.

Deep water was found to extend to the very base

of the rocks, thus obviating any necessity for expen-

sive wharves, the construction of which must have

occupied the tie community for many months to

the neglect o. more immediately pressing wants.

The Government's choice of tlie site of the present me-

tropolis of Australasia was determined by the fact

that, about six miles from the entrance, an appar-

ently perennial stream of the purest water _
was

found discharging itself into a beautiful sandy inlet,

which was named Sydney Cove, in honour of the

statesman under whose auspices the enterprise had

been undertaken. Before finally deciding on this

site, Captain Phillip spent throe days in exploring

the various bays, but was confirmed in his original

choice by the fact that no such stream of water had

been found elsewhere, though numerous positions

equally suitable in other respects presented them-

selves.

Returning immediately to Botany, preparations

were made for bringing the colony round to Sydney

Cove. As the fleet was standing out of the bay, an

interesting incident occurred—two strange vessels,

evidently making for the entrance, were descried in

the offing. Captain Phillip w^nt o\it in the Supply

to meet them, and they proved to be a French ex-

ploring party under the command of Jean Francois

Galaup. Comte do la Perouse, their vessels being the

frigates Astrolabe and Boussoh. After an inter-

change of courtesies, the French were left to refresh

X. ^
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and lefit in Botany Bay. They stayed there till

March, 1788, and buried one of their company on

shore—Father Le Peceveur, of the Order of St.

Francis, the naturalist of the expedition, who died

of wounds received in an encounter with the n.itives

of the oouth Seas. His tomb is still extant at La

Perouse, near the north head of Botany Bay, where

also a monument was placed, in the year 1825, to the

memory of the commander of the expedition, who

was shipwrecked and whose crew were murdered at

Vanikoro, one of the Santa Cruz islands. The mon-

ument was erected by IMcssrs. De Bougainville and

Ducampier, commanding the Fren<!. war vessels

Theh'a and Esperance, the.i lying in I'ort Jackson.

On Captain Phillip's arrival in Sydney Harbour

on the memorable 2Gth January, 1788, the shij>s an-

chored in the Cove, and preparations were at once

made for landing the colonists. The clearing of the

ground in the vicinity, and along the banks of the

little stream, was commenced, and when a sufficient

space had thus been obtained a flagstaff was erected,

and the I'nion Jack run uj After the firing of

three volleys by the marines, the Governor read his

commission, and addressed words of counsel, warn-

ing, and encouragement to the prisoners, the cere-

mony closing with general fesiivity. Arduou? la-

bour succeeded this formality, for it was well under-

stood that unless the settlers could raise supplies for

themselves, the existence of the colony would be pre-

carious, as the store of provisions in their possession

was calculated to last only a very short time.

Accordingly, ground was cleared at the head of

Farm Cove, ..djoining the settlement, and an at-

tempt was made to raise wheat, but time has shown

that the soil ia the immediate nciglbourhood of Syd-
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nev is not suited to the cultivation of this cereal,

and even if a good crop had been obtained, the colv

nists must have starved while it was maturing. No
food worth mentioning was procured from the land,

and the little commuuity was on the brink of star-

vation, when a ship arrived with another batch of

colonists, but without stores. This brought matters

to a climax, whereupon Governor Thillip sent the

Sirius to Cape Colony, and the Supply to Batavia,

to procure provisions, which, however, could only be

obtained in insufficient quantity, so that in a few

weeks after the return of these vessels the state of

aiTairs became as bad as before, and starvation again

stared the colony in the face. Under these circum-

stances, every one, including the Governor himself,

was placed on short allowance, and even the sheep

and cattle which had been reserved for breeding pur-

poses were killed for food. In this state of affairs

the Govenior bethought himself of Norfolk Island,

whither, shortly after his arrival, he had sent Lieu-

tenant Philip Gidley King, of the Sirius, to estab-

lish a branch colony. A detachment of 200 convicts,

with a guard of
" 70 marines was, therefore, de-

spatched to the island. On arrival, it was found that

King and his men had cleared a considerable

area of land, and had succeeded in raising an

abundant crop. But the Sirius, in which the new de-

tachment sailed, was Avrecked on a reef off the island,

so that no supplies were procured thence at that time.

When the prospects of the settlement at Sydney

Cove had reached their gloomiest, three store-ships

arrived, and snatched the colony from the very brink

of destruction by famine. Tliis tided over the diffi-

culty, and so great a privation of food was never

again expcricBced. Fresh difficulties, however, beset
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tlic settlers through the arrival of some shiploads of

prisoners, most of whom were in a sick and dying

condition. Of 1,700 men and women who had been

embarked, 200 died on the voyage, and several hun-

dred more were found to be in extremis on arrival.

In the midst of these horrors, the Governor's respon-

sibilities were further increased by the attempts of

some of the prisoners to escape frum the colony.

Some took to the bush ; others stole boats and put to

sea, intending to reach the Dutcli settlements in tlio

Indian Ocean. Daring as these latter attempts may

appear, one at least was successful : two^ men ami a

woman, in an open boat, succeeded in reaching

Timor, where they were imprisoned and sent hack to

Sydney on the first opportunity. Numerous efforts

were made to escape from the settlement l)y land,

the ignorance of the convicts being such that many

imagined they cotild walk overland to China, and

not a few perished in the bush while making the at-

tempt.

Governor Phirip's health gave way iinder the

cares and anxieties of his office, and in 1702 he re-

turned to England, where he received a pcTision in

reward for liis exertions in founding the colony, and

where he died at an advanced age. A statue of Phil-

lip, erected at the pu^dic expense in the Botanic

Garden of Sydney, commemorates the hundredth

anniversary of the foundation of the settlement at

Port Jackson.

Captain Phillip was in many wa>fi an ideal gov-

ernor of a penal colony, and lie and hif. immediate

successors performed duties of a very opposite char-

acter. It must be remembered, in studying the his-

tory of the early settlement of Australasia, that the

relations of tLe Governor with those under his

t
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cLarge were immediate and very personal. lie was

not yiily the commandant of a penal settlement, he

was the pacriarch and bread-provider of a strug-

gling colony. No intermediaries stood betwe<ni him

and the humblest complainant. Even in the twen-

ties he w iS more accessible than a modern police

magistrate. The early Governor, therefore, was

more than the head gaoler of a penal aottlomcnt.

He was dictator, chief justice, court of appeal, par-

liament, storekeeper and census taker. ITe jour-

neyed from district to district in his little realm on

certain appointed days, numbered his people, ques-

tioned and exhorted them, and carried back with him

to headquarters the list of their grievances. The his-

tory of Australasia in its early days is the history of

its governors, and. as will be seen, the prosperity or

otherv*-ise of the country depended very much on the

claraoter of the person who ruled it.

J>
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CIIATTER 111.

NEW SOUTH WALES AS A PENAL COLONY.

After the departure of Captain Phillip, Major

Grose and Captain Patersou, officers in charge of

the military, administered the povernni. at until the

arrival of his successor. In 17!)5, Captain Hunter,

who, aft(>r the loss of the Sirius, had pone to Eng-

land, arrived as the second Governor. With the ar-

rival of Hunter affairs took a new turn. He brought

out a number of free settlers, mostly farming men:

and some fine alluvial land having been discovered

on the banks of the Tlawkesbury, farming was suc-

cessfully begun, and in a short time more than 6,000

acres were under crops of wheat and maize. The

attempts to introduce cattle were for a time unsuc-

cessful, but in 1790 a herd of sixty head was dis-

covered at the " Cowpastures " near Camden.

These were descendants of some cattle that had

strayed from the settlement several years before.

Though their quality was found to have deteriorated,

they proved a very welcome addition to the live

stock of the settlement. In 1800, when Capti?in

ITunter left the colony, the population was over

C,000 ; attempts had been made to penetrate into tho

interior but without success ; the Hunter River and

its coal mines had been discovered, and the mines

were being worked by a detachment of prisoners t^the

city of Newcastle had been founded ; and the Xew

South Wales Corps, a military body enlisted for
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APTVI. in the oniony (the first detachments of which

had arrived in 1790), fomud an etfteient garrison

and guard over the more ret'raet.,ry prisoners. Dur-

ing (Jovirnor Hunter's term of office, Bass and Flin-

ders minutely examined thf* coast to th( south of

Sydney, in a small hoat only l) feet over all; and

the former discovered the strait whi( h h< irn his

name, thus proving Tasmania to be an island, a^l

not the soutlicrn extremity of the continent, a.-> had

previously heen .supposed.

The next governor was Philip Gidley King, pre-

viously mentimcd as the lieutenant of the ^rius,

who had been despatched by Phillip to foun i a set-

tlement on Norfolk Island. Thougli all rVars >f

famine had now disa{)peared, Ciovernor King soon

found himself involved in difficulties of a scarcely

less distressing nature. To explain these it will he

necessary to describe the constitution of the New
South Wah^fl Corps. This body had been specially

raised for service in the colony, the officers of she

King's regiment not unnaturally objecting to Ije sent

to "uch a far distant settlement, where they knew

that they would lind no intellectual occupation, and

•where their .sole work would consist in acting as a

prison guard, or, at most, in making a f • w raids, in

reprisals for the alleged misdeeds of the ill-used,

and often sorely provoked, aborigines. As a military

guard of some sort was necessary, this corps was

raised, and a few enterprising spirits—many of

whom had never served before—were induced to

accept commissions, with the view of obtaining

grants of land and making their fortunes in the col-

ony. Unfortunately, the readiest means to this end

were found in the import trade, and, as rum was in

iin-eat request, the officers of the New South Wal^^s

1
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Corps became importers of that spirit in large quan-

tities—and even set up private stills in defiance o± a

Government order. Governor King, who was spe-

cially commissioned to put a stop to the traffic, pro-

ceeded to act with great promptitude, and his vigor-

ous proceedings in sending away thousands ot gal-

lons of spirits and wine created a storm of indigna-

tion among the importers, and greatly embittered the

officers of the New South Wales Corps against the

Government.

During King's time a serious mutiny broke out

among the prisoners. The more tractable of these

were " assigned " as servants to the settlers, and

engaged in working the farms and squattages; but

the more reckless characters, made desperate in

many instances by the treatment they received, were

worked on the roads, in chain-gangs. A party ot

over 300 of these chain-gang men was employed at

Castlehill, on the road between Parramatta and

Windsor. These men, taking advantage of the small

number of their guard, abandoned their work, man-

aged to remove their irons, seized some firearms, and

marched towards the Ilawkesbury, expecting to be

reinforced bv the men employt.! in the neighbour-

hood. But Major Johnston, second in command of

the New South Wales Corps, pursued them with

only twentv men, and on coming up with them,

charged with such impetuosity that the mutineers

were fain to lay down their arms and beg for mercy.

Three or four of the ringleaders were afterwards

hanged, but the rest were permitted to return to

their duty on undertaking to be of good conduct

for the future.

An event of the utmost importance to the colony

also took place under the administration of Gov-
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ernor King. This was the initiation of wool-grow-

ing. John Macarthur, who had held a commission

as captain in the New South Wales Corps, procured,

with great trouble and by much perseverance, some
Spanish merinos, and having obtained a grant of

10,000 acres of land across the Cowpasture River,

which estate he named " Camden," commenced
sheep farming on a large scale. In a short time his

enterprise showed every sign of a successful issue, to

the great benefit of the colony generally, and to his

own personal advantage. In spite of these evident

signs of material progress, however. Governor King
was so worn out with the conflicts caused by his en-

deavours to suppress the rum traffic, and was in such

constant collision with the officers of the New South

Wales Corps on that account, that he seized the first

opportunity of leaving the colony, and was suc-

ceeded in the government in 1806 by William Bligh,

a post-captain in the navy.

Governor Bligh was a distinguished naval officer.

His wonderful voyage after the mutiny of the

Bounty had caused the Imperial Government to en-

tertain a high opinion of his conduct, as well as of

his courage and determination. His services were
numerous, and he had been publicly thanked by
Lord Nelson, after the bombardment of Copenhagen,

for the gallantry and skill which he displayed on

that occasion. ITence he was selected as a fit man
to crush the clique of officers engaged in the rum
traffic, and to purify official life in the colony. King
had been only partially successful in this direction,

and the British Government gave the strictest in-

junctions to Captain Bligh to stop the trade in

epirita. Accordingly, in February, 1807, he issued

the following general order :—" His Excellency, the

u
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Governor, laments to find by his late visit through

the colony that the most calamitous evils have been

produced by persons bartering, or paying spirits for

CTain of all kinds, and the necessaries of hie in gen-

Sal, and to labourers for their hire ; such proceed-

ings depressing the industrious and depriving the

setTlers of their comforts. In order therefore, to

remedy these grievous complaints ^nd to relieve the

inhabitants, ^vho have suffered by the traffic, he feels

it his duty to put a total stop to this barter in future,

and to prohibit the exchange of spirits or other li-

quors as payment for grain, animal food, wearing

apparel, or any other commodity whatsoever to all

descriptions of persons in the colony and its depen -

encies."

This order

fearful k ..
-><= ^w" --^ -.'

^ j ^u 4.

ried N. i it would have been expected that

all respec . -eople, the military and ex-military

especially, .u.J have joined the Governor heart and

soul in his efforts to put a stop to the traffic, and

induce a more healthy state of things. Such, how-

ever, was not the case; and in the struggle which

continued throughout the whole period of tJligh 3

rule the Governor encountered the fiercest opposi-

tion' from the Kew South Wales Corps. Other mat-

ters embittered the relation between the Governor

and the colonists, and in these Bligh was not so

obviously in the right as in his attempt to put down

the contraband traffic in spirits. The contest

reached its climax on the arrest of John Macarthur,

whose efforts to promote the growth of wool have

been alluded to. That gentleman had become spe-

.'ially obnoxious to the Governor; and, as he was also

the chief trader in the community, he was selected

je " rum currency " had been ;r-

m
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as a scapegoat for the sins of the rest. Mr. Macar-
thur had been part owner of a vessel that traded to

Tahiti for salt pork and other articles for the supply
of the colony. While this vessel was lying in Port
Jackson, he received a summons from Mr. Atkins,

the Judge-Advocate—that is, Chief Justice—to ap-

pear before him to answer to a complaint on the
part of the crew of his vessel, of withholding from
them their wages, in consequence of which they al-

leged that they had been compelled to break through
the port regulations by coming ashore without a
special order. Macarthur returned an answer in

writing, explanatory of his conduct in the matter,

but did not obey the summons by appearing in

person. This was construed to be an act of contu-

macy, which some attributed to a feeling of personal

resentment towards the Governor, engendered by the

action of the latter against the " rum currency."
A warrant was accordingly issued for Macarthur's

apprehension, and on the 25th January, 1808, he
was brought before the Judge-Advocate and a mili-

tary jury of six, consisting of officers of the Xew
South Wales Corps—such being at the time the

composition of tlio Supreme Court of the colony.

Mr. Macarthur objected to the Judge-Advocate sit-

ting on his trial, on the ground that the latter bore
him personal ill-feeling, for -which assertion it would
appear that there was some foundation, especially

fls Atkins' adviser throughout the whole proceed-

ings was one George Crossley, a transported attor-

ney, who is believed to have been an enemy of Mac-
arthur. Although the defendant's objection was sus-

tained by the six military officers, the Judge-Advo-
cate refused to abdicate bis position, and the Gov-
ernor declined to supersede him—for which indeed

^'
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he had no authority, Atkins having been appointed

by the British Government. .

At this juncture, the Governor summoned the six

officers to his presence to explain their conduct in

supporting Macarthur's protest and refusing to sit

with the Judge-Advocate, but they declined to obey.

During the next day several messages were sent to

Major Johnston, the commandant, at his residence

at Annandale, asking him to confer with the Gov-

ernor as to the conduct of his subordinates. Ihat

officer, however, declined to come to town or the

plea of ill-health. This was an evident subterfuge,

for between 6 and 7 p.m. on tb. same day (the

anniversary of the foundation of the colony) he sud-

denly made his appearance in the Barrack Square,

where, if we may believe his statements he found

everything in a state of ferment and confusion and

himself beset with the clamours of a number of the

leading inhabitants, civil as well as military, calling

upon him to put the Governor under arrest. He ac-

cordinglv marched at the head of his regiment, with

drums beating and colours flying, to Government

House, and Bligh was put in close confinement -n his

own residence. Johnston thereupon took over the

government, his first act being to suspend the Judge-

Advocate, the Commissary, the Provost-Marshal,

the Chaplain, and other principal officials, and to

appoint others to act in their place.
^

Major Johnston continued to administer the gov-

ernment till his lieutenant-colonel (Foveaux) super-

seded him, as the senior officer in the colony, and

eventually Colonel Paterson came from Tasmania

and assumed the direction of affairs. Both these

officers approved Johnston's proceedings, but tho

latter set Bligh at liberty, after a detention of twelve
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months, on condition of his proceeding straight to

England in a vessel which was then ready to sail.

Bligh promised to do so, but on his way called at

Tasmania, where the military authorities attempted

to detain him ; he was, however, successful in escap-

ing their hands.

News of the events had meanwhile reached Eng-
land, and the Government, being very much con-

oerned at the proceedings of the military, despatched

Major-General Macquarie to the colony as Gov-
ernor. His instructions were to reinstate Governor
Bligh for twenty-four hours and to send Johnston
home under close arrest. Bligh could not be rein-

stated, as he had left Sydney; so Macquarie's first

act was to arrest Major Johnston, who was subse-

quently tried by court-martial in England and sen-

tenced to be cashiered. The leniency of the sen-

tence was such as to call forth spec')! remark by the

Prince Regent, in a minute appended to the proceed-

ings, distinctly stating that it was not to be drawn
into a precedent. Johnston afterward returned to

the colony, and died at his estate at Annandale.

With the arrival of Governor Macquarie, the col-

ony entered on a stage of decided progress. The
final abolition of the traflic in rum was followed by
a marked improvement in the morals of the popula-

tion. Schools xrcTr established, and the children,

who had hithertc grown up in perfect ignorance,

were taught to read and write, and instructed in

useful hanaicrafts. An impetus was given to explo-

ration, and the dwellings of the settlers in the

bush were much improved by the efforts of the Gov-

ernor during the annual tours which he mado
through the colony. Churches and public buildings

were erected, asylums founded, and a better tone

?.»
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was given to society generally by the exertions of

this philanthropic governor, ably seconded by the

endeavours of his high-minded wife, who did much to

improve the condition of women and children in the

colony. Among the many beneficial works under-

taken byMacquarie by far the most important was

the road over the uiountains, via Lapsto. Hill and

Mount Victoria, to Bathurst. After many attempts

to penetrate the Coast Kange, it had been at last suc-

cessfully crossed, in 1813, by Blaxland, Wentworth

and Lawson, names memorable in the annals of the

colony.

Almost as beneficial as his efforts to instruct the

population in religion and morality, and to open

up the country, was the favour with which Macqua-

rie treated the "emancipists," that is, those con-

victs who had become free by serving out their sen-

tences. When it is remembered that the majo.-ity

of those transported had been giiilty of petty offences

only, or of acts which in the present day would

scarcely be deemed offences at all, the Governor's

determination to give every encouragement in the

way of official recognition to emancipists must be

strongly commended. To transport a person for a

petty offence, to ostracise him for the rest of his

life, and to extend the social ignominy to his chil-

dren, was in the highest degree unjust; and Gov-

ernor Macquarie, as a humane man, set his face

against the custom. In religious matters also he

showed a largeness of mind in advance of public

opinion, by removing, as far as lay in his power, the

religious disability under which a large section of

the colonists laboiiVed. In 1821, after a longer term

of office than has been allotted to any other Austra-

lian governor, " L. Macquarie, Esq.," as he modestly

I
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styles himself in the iuacriptions on the public

buildings he erected—discarding the prestige attach-

ing to his military rank—left the colony, to the

regret of the entire population, and was succeeded

by Sir Thomas Brisbane.

The new Governor trod in the steps of his predeces-

sor. He carried on the work of exploration, and in

1823 despatched Mr. Oxley, surveyor-general, to

survey Moreton Bay, Port Curtis, and other parts of

the north-eastern coast-line. Following up the infor-

mation furnished by a castaway named Pamphlett,

Oxley discovered a river debouching into Moreton

Bay, which he named after the Governor. Upon the

banks of this river was afterwards founded the town

of Brisbane, which has become the capital of the

colony of Queensland. The Murray and Murrum-
bidgee Rivers were discovered soon afterwards by
Hovell and Hume, who had formed an exploring

party under the auspices of the Governor. The im-

migration of free settlers was much encouraged by

Sir Thomas Brisbane, the result being the arrival

of numbers of young men, many possessing capital,

who became squatters, and soon wrought an impor-

tant change in the colony, by causing the costly gov-

ernment farms to be broken up. As a consequence,

the wants of the community were better as well

as more cheaply supplied by private enterprise.

Censorship of the press, which had been strictly en-

forced up to this time, was abolished by Governor

Brisbane by proclamation dated ISth October, 1 824.

Trial by jury was introduced about the same period,

by which the privilege of being tried by his peers

was extended to every man, the assessors to the judge

before that time having been chosen exclusively from

officers in the army. Sir Francis Forbes, the first

ACT
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chief justice, was mainly inf rumental in introduc-

ing this great and salutary change in the adminis-

tration of the law. The first normally constituted

jury sat at the November quarter sessions of 1824.

An act had also been passed by the Imperial Parlia-

ment, in 1823, which conferred another most impor-

tant privilege on the colony. It was provided that the

Governor should nominate a Legislative Council of

seven members, by whose advice he was to be guided.

Previous to the appointment of his council, the Gov-

ernor had been virtually absolute, the only check

upon his power being the public opinion of the colo-

nists, and the authority of the British Government

as represented by the Secretary of State for the Col-

onies. This council of seven was really the nucleus

around which have gathered our present Constitu-

tion and the liberties we now possess. It was the

first step—in which, says the proverb, all difficulty

consists; and yet it was only after much agitation

that even this initial effort was allowed to be made.

The next Governor was Major-General Kalph Dar-

ling, who, finding the colony in the state of progress

above described, by a series of blunders nearly suc-

ceeded in destroying the beneficial result of the ef-

forts of his predecessors. Arriving in Sydney in

1825, he soon became involved in very serious dis-

putes with the colonists and the press. In order to

meet the criticisms of the latter, a number of acts

were passed by the council, which had the effect of

stifling obnoxious comments for the time. One good

result which sprang indirectly from these arbitrary

acts was the enlargement, in 1828, of the Legislative

Council from seven to fifteen members. The Bush-

ranging Act was passed by this council to put down a

prevalent nuisance—the gangs of escaped prisoners
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who infested the principal roads and robbed all

coiners without distinction.

The work of exploration made some progress in

Governor Darling's time, the famous journeys of
Captain Charles Sturt having been undertaken with
his sanction. Other explorers were Allen Cunning-
ham, Hume, and George Macleay, son of Alexander
Macleay, the Colonial Secretary of that day.

It v.as strongly suspected at this time that the

French had an idea of forming settlements in Aus-
tralia. French sLips constantly appeared off the

coast; ostensibly fitted out for the purpose of
making geographical discoveries, but really, it was
believed, to found a colony in any Australian terri-

tory which they might find unoccupied. To frus-

trate this suspected design. Darling despatched two
expeditions, in 1826, to King George's Sound and
to Western Port, in which neighbourhoods it was
surmised the French were hovering. To show the

extent to which these fears, chimerical as they may
now appear, prevailed at the time, it will be suffi-

cient to quote the Governor's instruction to the offi-

cers in charge of the expeditions. He says:

—

" Should you find the French already in occupation,

you will, notwithstanding, land the troops, and sig-

nify to the Frenchmen that their continuance with
any view of establishing themselves or of colonisation,

will be considered an unjustifiable intrusion on his

Britannic Majesty's possessions." No Frenchmen,
however, were found at either of the places named,
and settlements were therefore promptly formed at

Western Port and at King George's Sound and on
Swan Eiver, in Western Australia. When Gover or

Darling left the colony in 1831, much progress had
been achieved, in spite of the newspaper war and hi3
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personal unpopularity; the population had reached

over 51,000 for the whole of New bouth Wales, and

the value of the total exports waa £500,000.

The unpopularity of Governor Darlinp gave a fac-

titious advantage to his successor. Sir Kichard

Bourke, even before his bterlin^' qualities ha(l be-

come known Sir Richard Bourke may be said to

have been tf.o real founder of our present free insti-

tutions, as under his rule the foundations of the con-

stitution we now enjoy wore well and firmly laid,

on the solid basis of full and equal rights to all,

whatever their sect or belief and whether emancipist

or originally free. Immigrants began to arrive in

large numbers, under the policy of assisted immigra-

tion, which was then initiated. The first vote in aid

of immigration was made by the Legislative^Conncii

at Bourke's suggestion, and the British Governor

doubled the amount given by the colony. Under

that svstcm the first batches of immigrants to arrive

were fifty young women from an orphan school in

Cork, and fifty-nine mechanics from Scotlani, whom

the Rev. Dr.' Lang introduced for the purpose of

building the Australian College
-p- i, i

But the great achievement of bir Kicnara

Bourke's administration was ihe . stablishment ot

religious equality, and the breaking up of tlie mono

poly of government aid enjoyed by one comn, anion

For his services in the cause of liberty, in this and

other instances, a movement was set on foot alter Uia

dcpartur^which took place in 1^37, twelve months

efter the parsing of the Church Act—to erect a

statue to him in Sydney. Mr. Westmacott was com-

niissioned to design a figure of Sir Richard in

bron:.e, which, togeth.-v with a grar^.te pcdo« nl, ar-

rived in Sydney in 1842. It was erected where it

i
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now stands, at the Macquario Street entrance to

the Domain, opposite to the Public Library, and was

unveiled on the 11th April, 1842. This was the

fi'"*^ statue ever set up in Australia.

It was no more than a fitting tribute to the virtues

of tlie Governor, and eerves even now t.d a roniinder

of the new order of things which he introduced.

The famous expeditions of Sir Thomas Mitchell,

who had succeeded Oxley as surveyor-general, were

imdertaken during Bourke's tenure of office. The

first was to the north, as far as Liveri>ool Plains;

in the second, the country between the Bogan and

the Macquarie was surveyed ; and in the third the

course of the Darling was traced, from its source to

its junction with the Murray. Tn the fourth Mitch-

ell discovered the rich lands of Victoria, which so

enraptured him that he called the country Aiistraha

Felix.

The administration of Sir George Gipps was

marked by tlie abolition of transportation. The sys-

tem of assigning convicts as servants to the settlers

had ceased in 1838, and transportation itself wa;^

abolished by an Order in ^'nuncil in 1840, though

an attempt was made to revive it nine years later.

For many years previous to its abolition, the system

of transportation was viewed with great disfavour

by the colonist «, and a powerful league was formed

as earlv as 1830 to bring about its cessation.

During' the fifty ^hree years when New South Wales

was open to receive British prisoners, the number

of convicts who landed in Sydney was about 82,250,

of whom 70,040 were males nnd 12,2 10 females. At

the census of March, 1841, there were in the colony

|n
p,(>Y TiPT'^av-'' ^?!.7CiO males find 3,f)37 females

—

originally bound but free by emancipation or the
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expiration of tbeir peri'- of ,- rvitude: an<l '. -,{>.'?

iMTSons—23,844 males and 3,K- feina!' -who-" pe-

riod of servitude li ' not .^xpi ed. It w mid- re-

fore appear that out .,f thi- tota- numlier of conv cts

BCnttothp colony, i«.374 r mfi ned :tt th. al>olirion

of the sv-tem of transport itinn, w! ile 3r.,876 i»ad

either W-en ren...vpd by death < r had left the settles

ment
,

The great event <' Governor i.ipps time was

nndouhtodly the intro..(irtion o^ a new eonstituti m,

by the ostablishme^ ' of a rrh.rm. \ Lo^i-^lnnve C< m-

eil conniosed of thirty-six n^ tnl-ers, twcive nomi-

nated ' V the f'rown. and tli. rr i.iaindo'- "lect«d v

^hose V hn - plaf-rl on th. .-Vftoralr a sm

.ropertv .,„..iiti<'afi..n '•eing require.' he

Council . «t on the firsi of Aug? -st, 1843.

1
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Tl.

Soo: T the intnx u of the nev ConH''u-

tii ' a t?r! commercial risia foll< ed, o th he

Bu jcct i>f pa' lount importance \ I'h enga, lie

*i. j of Legislature was th> li' inciai condi-

i: The cessation of ^nsportatioii

v««Bf ^ed the withdrawa' of large sums

isl? m which used to be .sf)ent on public

an m training the prison Mtablishments,

tiie militarv necessary to guard 'hem; and the

"p-^p thuH caused was add(>d to by i unwise in-

ice on the part of the Imper; G- ernraent

with the land laws. The price of sh- fell in the

-> ost alarming manner, Is. per head being a common

v^. Mr. O'Brien, who occupied a run in the

s8 district, at length hit upon the happy idea of

'ing down sheep for tallow, for which at tl

' there was a good market in Europe; and t'

JT. e of sheep was thus raised to 3s. or 4s. per hea,

nve shillings or six shillings' worth of tallow being

obtainable by the process of boiling down. The mr-
•

canning industry was started at the same time, i

was not financially a success, although the preservt

meats were of excellent quality.

The Legislative Council, imag^'ninp that the very

existence of the colony was threat rTipd by the pre-

vailing state of things, sought to " avert ruin "-to

y.,
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use their own expression—by " pledging the public

credit," but the Governor refused the royal assent to

the bill passed for that purpose. It was then pr<^

posed to issue Treasury Bills, but the Council would

not entertain the idea. The failur- of the Bank of

Australia, the liabilities of whose shareholders were

unlimited, brought affairs to a crisis, and it was "ro-

posed to relieve the shareholders of their liability by

a bill empowering the bank to dispose of its assets

by a public lottery. No attempt was made to defend

lotteries in general, but it wa3 contended that if the

goods of proprietors of the bank were seized under

executions, the bailiff would be seen in possession

of one house in ten in Sydney, and that the result

would be a panic, which would annihilate the value

of property. Under pressure of such an argument

as this the Lottery Bill passed, but was disallowed

by the British authorities. The necessity of the

case was so urgent, however, that the lottery took

place, and was successfully completed before the law

officers of the Crown could interfere to prevent it.

Desperate diseases require desperate remedies, and

the lottery was, no doubt, in the main beneficial.

Sir George Gipps was succeeded as Governor by

Sir Charles Augustus Fitzroy, in whose tenure of

office occurred several of the most important events

in the history of Australia. These, in the order of

their happening, were the final abolition of transpor-

tation in 1849; the separation of Victoria in 1851

;

the discovery of gold in the same year, and the estab-

lishment of responsible government in 1855-6.

Prisoners bad ceased to be sent to New South

Wales in 1840, but owing to the great depression of

trade which prevailed during the rule of Governor

Gipps, station properties, in 1849, so depreciated m



A5jr

INDUSTEIAL CRISIS, 1848. 85

value as to threaten ruin to their holders. Many of

the squatters thought that a revival of the system of

assigned servants would be beneficial to their in-

terests, and, as it happened, the Imperial Govern-

ment wished at that time to possess once more a large

penal colony. Two powerful interests, therefore,

were allied in an effort to re-establish transportation

and the system of assigned servants. To meet this

threatening combination, a number of public meet-

ings were held in Sydney under the auspices of the

Anti-Transportation League, and an overwhelming

expression of popular opinion, most vehemently ad-

verse to the scheme, was given; nevertheless the

British Government, under the advice of Sir Charles

Fitzroy, persisted in their endeavours to force pris-

oners upon the unwilling inhabitants of the colony.

Several ship-loads of convicts were accordingly sent

out, and an attempt was made to land them in the

first instance at the new settlement of Port Phillip,

now the city of Melbourne. The settlers there, how-

ever, would not tolerate the proceeding, whereupon

the ships were compelled to leave for Sydney and

Moreton Bay, now Brisbane. One of the vessels,

named the Hashemy, cast anchor in Port Jack-

son, and there at once ensued a serious contest

between the inhabitants and the Executive. Imme-

diately upon the fact becoming publicly known that

the Hashemy was off the Heads with convicts^ on

board, the people of the metropolis were lashed into

a fever of excitement, and a great public meeting

was forthwith convened to consider what steps

should be taken in this pressing emergency, as it

then was universally considered. The result was

that the Government saw fit to forbid the landing of

the prisoners at that time, not caring to face the oblo-
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quy and public indignation which the adoption of

any other course would certainly have brought upon

them As, however, the Hashemy could not be

sent back, and as her prisoners could not f>erma-

nentlv remain on board, a compromise was entered

into
"
The prisoners were removed from the ship,

and a large batch sent to Moreton Bay, in order that

the settlers in that district might have an opportu-

nity of hiring them. The remainder were allowed to

be hired to various persons in the colony, though it

was stipulated that the men should not be landed in

Sydney, nor employed in the county of Cumberland.

The Legislative Council afterwards proceeded to

take action in the matter, and a resolution was pro-

posed to the effect " that an address be presented to

Her Majesty, praying that the Order in Council

,vhich declared New South Wales a colony to^ which

convicts might be sent be at once revoked. ihe

adiournment of the Council was, however, agreed to

before the motion could be put. In consequence of

this partial shelving of the question an overwhelm-

ing public meeting was held, which petitioned the

Council to use its utmost endeavours to prevent the

revival of transportation in any form. The petition

in a short time was signed by over 35,000 persons

(more than two-thirds of the population of the me-

trapolis). There was no resisting this manifestation

of public opinion, and the pro-transportation mem-

bers temporarily withdrew from the Council where-

upon the motion just mentioned was carried unani-

mously, and the address to the Queen was accord-

ingly transmitted. The Order i" Council was re-

voked, and transportation to New South Wales was

thus, after manv years of fretful agitation abso-

lutely and finally abolished. The discovery of gold

J 1
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which shortly followed gave a new impetus to Aus-

tralian society, and by developing the industry and

wealth of the country rendered a return to the

" prison time " for ever impossible.

The first agitation for the formation of the Port

Phillip district into a separate colony took place

towards the close of Grovemor Gipps' adm' listration,

and the claim ol the trans Murray residents to gov-

ern themselves was ably advocated by Dr. Lang, one

of the six members returned by the district since

known as the Colony of Victoria. The entire popu-

lation of what is now known as New South Wales,

Victoria, and Queensland did not, at that period,

exceed 150,000, of which the Port Phillip district

contributed only 30,000. Their distance from the

seat of government, nevertheless, justified the de-

mand of the Victorians for separation, which was

conceded in 1851, to their greac p; manent benefit.

A few years subsequently, on the 1st December,

1859, New South Wales was again dismembered,

losing its northern province, which was constituted

a separate colony, under the name of Queensland.

The discovery of gold in 1851 was by far the

most important event which had yet occurred in the

annals of the country. For many years previous to

1851 it was known that small quantities of gold had

been found in the Bathurst district, and a colonist

offered, during the administration of Sir George

Gipps, to conduct the Government surveyors to a

spot where he said gold existed in payable quan-

tities. The project was, howevr, disconrag<vl. The

colony was at that time enjoying a period of great

prosperity, the depression of prt.ious years having

been successfully tided ( .ei ; and it was probably

thought unadvisable by the authorities *o disturb

I
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%""&; year. pa«.ed away, a.d the rocoltetion

was on every tongue. In the eariy par

;si.t.;:i:;vi22\»i"S;

S a nature bo confined within the colony, and b^

foe many months had elapsed, the presence of go d

n Australia was known nil over the world Then

followed a mighty rush, Imm
-^^y^^^^^^Y*,^*^,

„lobe of tlic most enterprising spirits, and those

nhvsically the most capable of endunng the un-

w!^ hardships before them, a circumstance on

inheritance of succeeding generations.

The effect produced on society by
^^\'^'''^^Z

t^nate discov?rv was unpleasant enough at first^

StaHons throughout the colony -- Jf̂ ^^ *„^^J
hands, and all ordinary occupations were threatenCQ
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with extinction, in consequence of the general exodus

to the gold-fields. The squatters even petitioned the

Government asking that martial law might be pro-

claimed, and all gold-digging peremptorily prohib-

ited, in order that the regular industrial pTirsuits of

the country should not be interfered v.ith. The
Governor, however, refused to accede to this mani-

festly absurd request. So great a change in the

circumstances of the country as that wrought in so

short a time by the gold discovery could not fail to

affect many personsi prejudicially. But after a few

years affairs resumed their normal course, and gold-

raining found its level as one of the ordinary indus-

tries of the country. The great and permanent

benefit which resulted from the influx of an enter-

prising population, the increase of wealth, and the

consequent development of many other industries,

cannot be overrated. Nothing, since the introduc-

tion of wool-growing, has tended to develop its re-

sources and to make so widely known the great ad-

vantages which Australia offers to the overcrowded

populations of the Old World, as the discovery of

gold in 1851. Since that era the country's progress

has been by leaps and bounds, and Aiistralia, which

was before regarded as merely a far-off dependency

of Great Britain, now takes a place amongst the

nations of the world, and is in a fair way of realis-

ing the prophetic visions of future greatness which

inspired its founders.

For several years before tlie discovery of gold

there had been growing up among the colonists a

strong desire for a large measure of self-govern-

ment. The position of the colony as a Crown de-

pendency was a galling one. especially when the

population became so largely increased through the

V;iJ^-;;t^-
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outbreak of the gold-diggings. It .^as felt that the

old system, which might have sufcced for the govern-

ment of the people when their numbers were few

was quite unsuitable for so large a commumty aa

New South Wales had now become. Hence the

agitation that had already been commenced in fa-

vour of a free constitution was continued with ever-

increasing force. . 1 T> T
In 1851 an act was passed by the Imperial Parlia-

ment (13 and U Vic., No. 39) in accordance with

which the dependency of Victoria was erected into

a separate colony, and provision was made to con-

?er a constitution on New South Wales. The colony

had, however, reached a stage when it was fflt thnt

its social conditions and increased responsibilities

demanded a larger measure of political freedom

than the Imperial Government at that time were

willing to concede. The constitutions which had

been framed f.)r the colonies by the Imperial Parlia-

ment were not, however, expected to be lasting; it

was intended to extend the principle of representa-

tion slowly and gradually, instead of granting it in

full measure at a period when the country was not

ripe for it. There can be no doubt that the Colonial

Office was wiser than the colonists in this matter

and, in arranging that each local legislature should

draw up the constitution for its own colony, it was

ensuring, if not the best possible constitution at

least that which would prove the most acceptable

to the colonists themselves. The intention of the

home authorities was, however, greatly misunder-

stood ; accordingly, wh-n in 1852 a Select Pommit-

tce of the Legislative Council was appointed to pre-

pare a constitution for the colony, the first result

of its labours was the despatch of a remonstrance
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to the Secretary of State, aimed not so much against

the old form of government as against the amended

form of constitution proposed to be conferred upon

the colony by the Imperial Parliament Wentworth

and the other " patriots," as they were termed, were

over-zealous and wished to anticipate by a few years

the very constitution, the bestowal of which was

actually meditated by the British Government.

After much corrti^pondence and the receipt of a

despatch from the Secretary for the Colonies, Sir

John Pakington, practically conceding all that the

polonies demanded, a committee of the Lo'^islative

Council was appointed to draft the new ( onstitu-

tion. The committee comprised Messrs. W. C.

Wentworth, E. Deas-Thomson, Charles Cowper,

James Macarthur, Alexander Macleay, James Mar-

tin, Terence Aubrey Murray, Thurlow and Dr.

Douglas.

To provide for the legislative assembly or lower

chamber was an easy matter, and it was provided

that there should be fifty-four members, the quali-

fication for the franchise being fixed as follows:

All inhabitants of full age being native-born or

naturalised subjects of the British Crown, and not

having been convicted of any crime—or, if con-

victed, pardoned—and having paid all rates and

taxes for which they were liable, were placed in the

condition precedent required for either voting or

being elected to the Assembly, but they were re-

quired, in addition, to be qualifir 1 in the following

respects : As the owner of a freehold estate of £100 ;

ns householders, lodging occupiers, or leaseholders

for three years at €10 per annum. To these were

added boarders at £40 per annum, persons receiving

£100 a year salary, and pasture-license holders for

>-u^:
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one year. Ministera of religion were declared in-

capable of being elected to the legislature. Subse-

quent alterations to the Constitution Act removed

that restriction, and made the principle of universal

manhood suffrage the basis of the electoral system

of the colony, though non-resident property holders

were also given the franchise under certain condi-

tions. A still later amendment of the constitution

established the principle of one man one vote, thus

doing away with the property qualification so care-

fully established and strenuously advocated by the

original framers of the constitution.

The composition of the Legislative Council was a

much more difficult matter to settle. Several of the

committee, as well as a large portion of the colo-

nists, were in favour of iiii elective chamber, such as

was afterwards adopted in Victoria, while limiting

membership lo those who possessed at least £5,U00

worth of real property; but Wentworth, and some

of his supporters, in their desire to copy the i^ngHsb

Constitution in its ab.s<jliito integrity, wished to have

. House of Lords with an liercditary qualification.

The Assembly was to represent the people as a

'jvuole; the Council was to watch over the interests

of persons of superior wealth who were supposed

to have a greater stake in the welfare of the country.

Wentworth actually proposed that an hnreditary

nobility should be created, leaving the Crown to

decide whether or not to iiive the first holders of a

title a seat for life, and the aristocracy to be thus

established should in future elect a certain number

of their order, to form the higher branch of the

legislature.
.

. ,

The publicaiin of the aristocratic clause ot tho

committee's icport caused a great outcry in Syd-
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ney, «nd the holding of two indiguation meetings,

at i'
.- latter of which the speakers included Messrs.

rarkes, Flood, Deuihey, Mort, Piddington, Robert

Johnson, and Montefiore, and Archdeacon McEn-

croe. The outcry was so great that tho clauses had

to be abandoned, but though the aristocratic pro-

visions of the measure were dropped, the principle

of nominee membership to the Upper Chamber was

retained. The bill was then strongly attacked by a

considerable section of the public, on the ground that

the members of the Legislative Council under the

new constitution should be elected instead of being

nominated by the Crown. But the nominee prin-

ciple was considered essential by the framers of the

bill for the purpose of reproducing the constitution

of the British Parliament as closely as possible, and

! a large majority of tho Council shared these views

the bill was passed as it stood, and power was given

to the Governor to nominate persons to the new

legislative Council, which was to consist of not less

than twenty-one members.

The framers of the constitution were anxious that

the government of the country should still further

resemble that of the British Isles by the adoption

of tho principle of responsible government. Up to

that time the persons who administered the affairs

of the colony were appointed either by the <" wernor

or by the Secretary of State, and it was . to be

supposed that such a condition of affairs could be

continued under tho new system, especially as the

entire revenues of the colony were placed at the dis-

posal of the parliament about to be created. To

the constitution, with its dominant principle of

responsible government, the British Government

readily assented, and the constitution was formally

f.
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inaueu rated bv the Guvrrnor-General, Sir William

SeniTo^ on the 19th December, 18.^5. From .hat

date New South Wales has been ar imitation on a

small seale of the United Kingdom having an elec-

tive assembly corresponding to the House of Com-

mons and a nominated Council, with the execu-

tive government responsible to parliament alone.

The first ministry under responsibk government

did not last long, but its membersnip is w<.rthy ot

being recorded as marking the first great step in the

establishment of self-government in the mother col-

onv of Australia. The ministry compri.^cd-Stuart

Alexander Donaldson, Colonial Secretary; Thomas

Holt, Colonial Treasurer; William Montagu Man-

ning Attorney-General; John Ba^-Jey Daryall,

Solicitor-General; George Robert Nichols, Auditor-

General; and William C Mayne, Representaliv. of

the Government in the Legislative Council. ^ i< moIs

was also Secretary for Lauds and Works in the ad-

ministration. . u •»• u
On the outbreak of war with Russia, the British

Government found it necessary to press into their

service overv vcsel capable of conveying troops and

munitions of war to the Crimea. This had inter-

rupted regular communication between hnglana

and Australia, but in 1855 communication was re-

established, and the same year witnessed an event ot

even more importance, for on 2Gth September, five

rears after the first sod was tunied, the railway line

from Sydnev to Paramatta was declared open tor

traffic and the first train steamed out of the Sydney

terminus amid the shouts of the populace, who had

assembled in thousands to witness the event.

On the 5th October, 1«55, died at Sydney, ^Sir

Thomas Livingstone Miu-Luii, Survc^ur-Generai o.
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the colony and the most successful of all the long

line of Australian explorers. It is said that his end

was hastened by grief at the ingratitude of the Gov-

ernment and at the slight which he considered had

been put upon him in submitting to his juniors the

question of his fitness to take charge of the work of

railway construction then being undertaken by the

Government. Mitchell was a soldier who had served

with distinction in the Peninsular war, and his at-

tainments as a scholar were of a high order. He was

horn in Rtirling-liire, Scotland, on the 16th June.

1792. Shortly after Sir Thomas Mitchell's death

another distinguislied Australian passed away,

namely, Rear Admiral Phillip Parker King, son of

the third Governor of Xew South Wales. Admiral

King's services to Australia are now well-nigh for-

gotten; but he did excellent work in connection with

the maritime exploration of the continent, and his

.surveys are still famed for their accuracy and com-

pleteness.

The year 1857 was in many respects a most dis-

astrous one for the colony. The Hunter and

Hawkesbury Kivcr districts were visited by floods

of extraordinary height and continuance. Much

property was lost, houses swept away, cattle and

horses drowned, and crops, both harvested and stand-

ing, were destroyed. Along the coast there were

numerous shipwrecks, due to the violence of the

storms which raged with more or less vehemence for

tliree months. The deluge was, however, restricted

iti area, for in October of the same year, that is, only

two months after the cessation of the floods in the

Hawkesbury and Hunter Rivers, there was a

drought of marked severity extending over a largo

area of the country, and wjii.'h did not break up un-

til the following February.

'
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The annals of the year 1857 are
^^'^^l^^^^^l

mnr« traci.- cvcnt^thc losH of the ship Dunbar wiiu

driven askore "=« ',^" "^j:,, ,„ '„f ,ho Buniar

was
^^^"ly,^ ^^ lea to the construction of

:£ril iturcfrrVworrh, ..n the old ones

to mark the entrance to Port Jackson.

The anniversary of the foun-lation of the colony

(2ldr jLiary, i'sSS) was cl-s- as U. occa.on

for opening the electric telegraph 1 no i^^}^Jy}^^(

^Liverpool, a distance of twenty-two "^^- ^hi

was tho first line in use in the colony.
^""^.J /Jr Istrnction of puhlic .;.k^-s -t P^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

co.s,r"ction' of a line from 8^^-^ ^^
^^^f^^

had heen talked about as far ba, as
^^^^^^'^^

was not until the end of the year 1858 that tho con

nection -was actually completed.
, ,^ ^f f„.

Ever since the discovery of gold ti. state of fer-

ment into ^^'hich tho population was thrown was so

^^a Jlat any rumour of a" find " was suffiaen^ o

Stract largo numVrs to the place whore the gold

Ts said to be. These rushes were small or large

^^„ to th° r'>r<,iBtence of the rumours, or the

S of fJplr.oL first on the field. Tc«rd. tho

a
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middlo of 1858 tho discovery of a rich field in

(^uem-land was reported. Tlu; tiiul was made at

Canooiui, a cattle statiou situated some oeven miles

distant fri<m the present town of Rockbatnpton.

The extent of the discovery was greatly exaggerated,

but largo numbers of persons were attracted from

tho southern colonies, especially from Victoria and

New South Wales. Kepple Bay, which had hither-

to been visited only by occasional coasters, became a

port of importance, and a town sprang up like magic

at the scene of the rush. In a few months ten thou-

sand miners, with the attendant : rj.ulation usually

found at a gold rush, wero n tLo field. The Ca-

nooua diggings, though \U fumo was noised abroad,

had but a short life. Years afterwards very great

quantities of gold were obtained within a radius of

thirty miles, but at the time of the so-called Port

Curtis rush, the payable gold found was confined

to a small area, which was speedily worked out, and

no new discoveries were made. Tho plight of tho

unfortunate uiners was pitiable. Starvation stared

them in the face, and the governments of Victoria

and New South Wales were compelled to intervene

and remove the utterly stranded to their homes in

the south. But the change did not provide them

with work, and the wretchedness of some of those

brought to Sydney was so • xtreme that the Govern-

ment was compelled to grant tbom further assist-

ance. In time many of the men drifted back tr '' '^

older gold-fields, and a series of small finds in ul-

cus parts of the colony and the important disco\orie3

at Burrangong relieved the strain upon the govern-

ment at Sydney and left it free to attend to the ne-

cessities of the new-born parliamentary system.

(3 •
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CHAPTER V.

THE ROBERTSON LANDS ACTS AND THE CHINESE
TBODBLE.

The people of the colony, or rather their parlia-

mentarv representatives, did not readily adapt them-

selves to the system of responsible government in-

troduced in 185G. The first two years were filled

with legislative strife, and it did not seem possible

to form a stable administration from the material

available. The first, or Donaldson, Ministry sur-

vived three months, and its successor, the first Cow-
per Ministry, did not last even as long. The Parker

Ministry, which followed that of Cowper, fell after

a term of eleven months, so that within the first

sixteen months of responsible government there

were three ministries, and the opportunity for legis-

lation afforded even to the one with the most length-

ened existence was therefore very small. The fourth

Ministry—the second of Charles Cowper—had the

comparatively long life of two years, during which it

was instrumental in passing a refoni measure esr

tablishing greater electoral equaliiy. The number
of members of the Assembly was increased to 7S

and he franchise extended to every adult male who
had resided in the colony for not less than six

months, and, what was even more important, the

principle of vote by ballot was adopted. The new
parliament elected under the reform measure met in

1859. The following year saw the Legislature set-
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ting aside the ram of £3,000 towards the relief of

the sufferers from tho deatructive floods which af-

flicted the colony in the early part of 1860, but the

country was relieved of the support of the miners

and others made destitute by the failure of the Port

Curtis " rush," alluded to in the previous chapter,

as the gold-fields recently discovered were able to ab-

sorb all the miners needing employment. There
was, however, not much lifo in the old-established

industries, the pastoral industry in particular being

greatly affected by the outbreak amongst cattle of an

infectious disease called, from its place of origin,

the Cumberland disease. This was long the dread

of stockholders and was not stamped out without

great loss and the expenditure of much money.
Sir William Dcnison's period of office terminated

in January, 1861. He was the last of the adminis-

trators of tlie old type, and had found it hard to

adapt himself to the role of a constitutional Gov-

ernor. Denison's last official act of importance was
one which gave rise to strong adverse criticism both

in Parliament and in the press. John Tawell, a man
of considerable landed property in the colony, had

been found guilty of the murder of a woman with

whom he had had illicit relations; he was con-

demned to death and executed. The crime and its

punishment occurred in England and created a great

sensation. In ordinary course the property of the

murderer would have be>en forfeited, but the friends

of TawcU's widow had sufficient influence to have

his lands put in trust f r the benefit of Mrs. Tawell

and her oliildren. The trustees selected as their

agent in Xew South Wales, George Cooper Turner,

the Civil Crown Solicitor, who disposed of the prop-

erly and levanted with the proceeds of the sale. The
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inilueTice beliind Mrs, Tawell was sufHciently strong

to induce the Secretary of State to take the extra-

ordinary course of instructing the Governor of New
South Wales to make a re-grant to the heirs of Ta-

well. The Grovernor demurred to this at first, but

his instructions were peremptory, and notwithstand-

ing the opposition of the Ministry and against the

advice of the law officers of the Government, Sir

William Denison had the re-grant drawn up by a

private solicitor. To make the document eflfective

it was necessary that the great seal of the colony

siiould lie affixed to it. Accordingly, the Governor

asked the Colonial Secretary for tlie seal : this ho
refused to deliver and at the same timf» fo continue

in office; the Governor was insiatont, and the Min-

istry resigned, and the Great Seal coming into the

hands of the Governor it was affixed to the re-grant

and the transaction complct^^d. Sir William Doiii-

fion was on the eve of leaving for India, and hav-

ing gained his point he roquested the ^[inistry to

withdraw their resignation, and on fully considering

their position they did so, as it was obviously im-

proper that the colony should be thro- .-n. at snich a

time, into the turmoil of a political crisis. The
affair created a great deal of discussion and was the

STibject of a motif'ti in I'arliament, but the matter

was dropped, as Sir William Denison was out of

reach of censure and 'he Ministry had taken the

only constitutional courw open to tli^m.

During Denison's term of office the Kev. Samuel
Marsden died at the a?e of ninety-four years. Tie

bad left En£rlniid wVi^^n he was about twenty-five

years of age, and liad spent tho lx»Rt part of sov<>nty

ypars in the colony. He was '^riirinflily a black-

smith, but had Uoome an ordaiued clergyman of
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the Church of Enajland. Tlie necessities of pioneer

life in Australia required that he should also be a

ma^strate and a farmer, and by choice Marsden
became a missionary both in New Zealand and in

New South Wales. No one has claimed for him any
great talent except for organisation, but no one has

denied to him the praise due to indomitable energy,

singleness of purpose a.id strong missionary zeal.

On the 10th December, 1859, the northern part

of New Souti; Wales was erected into a separate col-

ony under the name of Queensland, the Koyal Let-

ters Patent creating the new colony being issued on

the preceding IStli !May. The colonists in the old

settled districts were greatly opposed to tho sepa-

ration, as was also tho Parliament of New South

Wales. Tho Governor, Sir William Denison,

strongly advised his superiors against tlie step, but

without avail, as the policy of the Colonial Oflice at

that time favoured the dismemberment of (lie largo

colonies. Time has shown that tho Colonial Office

was wiser than tho local parliament, for the sepa-

ration of Victoria and Queensland has been for the

manif(\st l>enefit of these important provinces.

Sir William Denison was snceeeded by Sir .Tolm

Young, afterwards raised to the peerage under the

title of Tx)rd Lisgar. He was a man of distinguished

talent, hut his tenure of ofiice occurred at a time

when it was not possible for him to use his intel-

lectnal qualifications to any great advantage, as the

posiiion of the Govenior with a Ministry respon-

sible to Parliament does not call for tiie exercise of

much nriginality.

At i.his time the men who shaped the destinies of

the colony during tlie next quarter of a century were

beginning to take their [jmper position in the eyes

1 ^j
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of the country. Among these men was Mr. (after^

wards Sir) John Robertson. He had entered Par-

liament on the establishment of responsible govern-

ment, and in his address to the electors he had de-

clared in favour of manhood suffrage and equal elec-

toral divisions, vote by ballot, abolition of state aid

to religion, national education and free selection of

public lands before survey. Robertson soon had an

opportunity of testing the feeling of Parliament in

regard to the last mentioned subject. The Parker

Jklinistry had introduced a bill dealing with the sale

and occupation of Crown lands, and he proposed

new clausos providing for " free selection over the

public lands of the colony surveyed and unsurveyed."

This meant the introduction of a principle entirely-

novel in the land legislation of the country, ami

Robertson's amendment was defeated, whoreni)on he

moved that the bill be considered that day six

m-mths. There were provisions in the bill obnoxious

to the grazing interests, and the squatting repre-

sentatives supported Robertson's motion, which was

carried and the bill was lost. Rol)ertson, however,

supported the Government in their proposal to in-

crease the rent of runs, as the grazing leases were

called, but this proposal was also defeated. Mr.

(afterwards Sir) Charles Cowper came into office

for the second time on tlie 7th Xovcmber, 1857, and

on the retirement of one of his colleagues he offered

th. post of Secretary foi Lands and Works to ^Mr.

Robertson, who acocjrdingly took offiee on tlic 13th

January, 1.^.58. One of the new minister's first acta

was to issue regulations which, amongst other tilings,

])rr)vi(lpd that all future i)astoral leases wr^ro to be

issued subject t<> wliatever cotKlitiuns l^arlinment

might impose; tlie object aimed at being to make
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certain that when legislation regarding the condi-

tional sale of lands came to be made, the area leased

subsequent to the date of the Ilobertson regulations

(22d February, 1858) would he open to free selec-

tion. The Cowper Ministry were instrumental in

passing several useful measures, but before being
able to give effect to their land policy they were
defeated and surrendered their offices. The Foster
Ministry succeeded. The Land Policy of the new
Government was embodied in a bill which proposed
to grant the right of selecting land to any applicant,

but such selection was to be confined to certain pro-
f'laimed areas. The bill was, however, not proceeded
with, as the Government, being defeated in an at-

tempt to make the Legislative Council elective, re-

signed after holding office for a little over four
months. Mr. Cowper not being a member of the

Legishitive Assembly when the Foster Ministry fell,

Mr. Robertsdn was callt^d upon to form a Ministry,
and his former chief took office under him. The first

business of the new administration was the introduc-
tion of a Crown Lands Alienation Bill, the main
principle of which was " free selection before sur-

vey," which was in effect the right of any person to
select for purchase a portion of land in any part of
the country, provided such land had not already
been granted or sold by the Crown or reserved for
special purposes; the area purchasable by any indi-

vidual being limited to 320 acres. The proposal
was bitterly opposed by the squatting party whoso
runs, hitherto practically secured by the terms of
their lease, were now to be left open to the inroads
of others wishing to take up land in sma'l areas.

IVbates in the Legislative Assembly were long and
heated and the Ministry were defeated and appealed

t
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to the people. The country evcT7\vhere supported the

Ministry, which in the new Parliament had a com-

mandiu'g majority, and its Lands Bill was passed

with little opposition. In the Legislative Council

the opponents of " free selection " mustered very

fltrongly, and the verdict of the people was likely

to be defeated. In this extremity the Ministry ad-

vised Sir Jclm Young to swamp the Council and the

Governor accepted the advice tendered. The pro-

ceeding was, hower T, ill-advised, as the term for

which the Members of the Council had been ap
pointed was about to expire, and it would be within

the power of the Governor, with the advice of the

Cabinet, whpn renewing the Council, to appoint

only such persons as were known to bo favourable to

the Land policy approved of by the people. The

Council were d«>eply affronted at the course contem-

plated by the Government, and thougli tlie new

members were actually appointed they did not take

the seats. Sir William Burton, tlic President of the

Council, at the first UKM'tir,^ after the " swamping,"

rose an<l delil)erately left the Chanil>or, followcil by

the 'Members, so that tlie new appointee's could not

be sworn in. The Council did not meet again, and

the passage of the Land Bill had perfnrce tn be de-

ferred until a new Council could l)e formed.

Parliament was prorogued oti the 1 Itli .May, 1)^61,

and the Ouvernor and his advisers had to face tlio

very difficult task of forming a new Legislative

Council. The Pn>mier, Mr. Cowper, naturally

turned for aid to ^fr. William Charles Wentworth,

the author of the Constitution, and Wentworth ac-

cepted the position of President of the Council, the

other twcntv-six Members were earefnlly selected,

and the choice of the Governor gave general satis-
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faction. Parliament was called together on the 3d
September, 1861, and the formal business beinj;

disposed of, two Bills embodying the Agrarian
Policy of the Government were introduced. These
were the Crown Lands Occupation Bill and the
Crown Lands Alienation Bill. An attempt was
made lo defeat the principle of free selection be-
fore survey, but it failed, as both Houses were o\er-
whelmingly in favour of the new policy, and the
two bills were pressed through Parliament and be-
came law.

The new principles of Land Legislation embodied
in the Robertson Lands Acts were in a certain sen e
due to the development of ideas in a community
which, with little success, had tried various other
modes of settling the people on the soil ; free selec-
tion before survey would not have been conceded by
the older class of settlers if any less sweeping meas-
ure could l.avo been devised. But another impor-
tant factor was at work. The population brought
to the colony by the discovery of gold was, however,
a class entiitdy different to the old settlers, and with
them came new ideas. They were '^.ccustonied to
roam over tho whole territory, seeking for the
precious metal, and, by a natural process of reason-
ing, they arrived at the determination that those
amongst them who wished to purcnase land from tho
State, should have the same freedorj of selection as
was allowed to the gold digger.

Tlin Xew Agrarian Ix^gislation was intended to
henefit the men of small means, and its authors
talked very confidently about the future yeoman
population, who would possess the buik of the land.
The actual results achieved fell far shore of these
anticipations, and there were many gross abuses due

I
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to the Act and its administration, but for twenty

years it remained the law of the land. Tiie main

principU^ of the Acta of 1861 have been greatly

modified by subsequent legislation, but for all that,

there can be no doubt that the effects of this legis-

lation have on the whole been beneficial to the

country, and no other system would have so ade-

quately met the requirements of the country at the

time the Kobertson Acts were passed.

The country was in the mood for dc.iocratic legis-

lation, a circumstance due to no slight extent to the

leavening influence of the gold diggers, who were

as a class essentially democratic, and several im-

|.crtant measures fou.id their way through Parlia-

nit-it.

The gold-fields had drawn away from the rural

industries as well as i'n>m the towns, a largo

portion of the bfst class of labour, and there was

urgent need of additional populntiun. Pnrliament

rec(^f,'Ili^od tJip situation l>y \oting a sum of -£5,000,

for the purpose of drawing the attention of the pop-

ulation of Groat P.ritain and Ireland to the advan-

tages offercil by tlic eolnny t<i persons of one rgy. even

to tlioso without capital. It was doterniinod to ap-

point two lo.-turfrs and immigration agents, to pro-

ceed to tlio Aloiher Country for the purpow'. indi-

cated, and the choice of the Government fell upon

"Mr. (afterwar) Sir) Henry Parkea and Mr. W. R
])^l](.y—„[,p,,..it(' typo? of nn 11, but botli well quali-

fied for their miivsions.

Allii-ion !ias already been made t,, tlio effect which

the discovery of gold at Burrangong had upon re-

lieving the distress concequent upon the unsuccessful

" rush " to Port Curtis in Queensland. The Biirian-

g..ng or T.ambiiig tliit t'old-iitld pivved to b<; remark-

i
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ablj rich, and amongst those attracted to it 7' .>me

hundreds of Chinese. European and Cfiir, i i
' ,-

ers have rarely agreed upon mining tit-da ind
Burrangong was no exception. The Chim < ro
accused of " picking the eyes " out of tht v -

. ch
was another way of saying that so far as re^ tru.-i the
faculty of discovering places likely to contain gold,
tho Chinese were superior to the whites. There
were no charges that could bo made against the Chi-
nese, which could not with justice be made against
an equal number of Furopeana, and the disturbance
was therefore purely a racial one, the forerunner
of many another of the same kind. The feeling

against the Chinese found vent in public meetings
at which very fiercely worded resolutions were
passed. From mere words the miners proceeded to
action. After one of these pub/ic meetings at which
the question was raised, '' whether B)irranir<^tng was
a European or a Chinese territory," tho crowd, with
the band playing and threatening shouts, rusli.d the

quarters of the unfortunate <!hinese, wb.o fled jjanic-

stricken. Some tents were burned and a drunken
man callopod wildly through the camp knocking
down several of the aliens as they fli'd. The
drunken rioter was stopped by the police and i<jcked

up. For a while tho mob acquiesced, but subse-

quently di^nianded his release The police were ody
eight in number and, .iccording to tho police esll-

mates, the miners numbered from 4,000 to .'>,000, a id

the authorities were obliged to give way. The Gold
Commissioners, who at an earlier period of the riot

cannoned tho miners against the use of violence, sub-

mitted to the farce of releasing the culprit on sub-

stantial bail licing forthcoming, which was not long
in being found. Xcxt day the rioter appeared be-

y
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fore the Commisaioner, who was also a mapistrat*,

and after being reprimanded for his offence was

discliarged without further punishment.

The Europeans were not disposed to let the matter

rest without gaining tlieir point—viz., the e.xpubion

of the (Jliinpse. They foniiod a Miners' Protective

League, with the twofold object of maintaining order

on the field, and of expelling the obnoxious alien.

The field was in the hands of the Miners' League,

which had practically superseded tho regular govern-

ment; and when tho autliorities in Sydney became

aware of tho condition of affairs at Burrangong, they

at once despatched fifty mounted men to the field.

This force proved entiroly inadequate to quell the

disturbances. Tho ill-usage of the Chinese con-

tinued ; thf ir claims were jumped and many of them

were witliout the means of procuring food. The ro-

eourcee of the Government, for the 8upi>ression of an

outbreak of rioting in a place so far from the seat

of government, were small, but to the fifty troopers

already sent were added about twenty others.

Fortunatelv there were Imperial troops available,

and 1^') officers and men of tho 12th Regiment,

as well as forty four of the Royal Artillery, with two

twelve-poinid "fiold-piecos, were sent *o the scene of

the disturbances. The situation was explained by

the Premier. 1\t. Charles Cowper, to the Legislative

Assemii,-, nl as th^ro was a difficulty regarding

the delegation of authority, it was announced that

the Preinif r would go to Burrangong and endeavour

to settle matters. >rr. Cowper loft Sydney on the

27th February, or four days after the despatch of

the troops, and on the following day Mr. John Rob-

ertson, in !i temperate address, explained to Parlia-

ment the intentions of the Government. The princi-
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pies of law and order would be maintained and main-

tained at any coat. Extreme measures would not be

taken unless they were necessary for tho preserva-

tion of the public peace, but the Government would

be above all things moderate, causes of irritation

would bo avoided as well as anything calculated to

provoke the miners to violence, and tho affair would

be settled without bloodshed, if such wore possible.

Mr. Cowpcr on his arrival at Btirrangong ad-

dressed the miners, and was cordially received ; a

day or two afterwards he spoko at Stoney Creek.

His words were to tbe same effect as those uttered

by Mr. Rol)ert8on in his place in Parliament, but

the Premier added that when onler was restored, and
affairs were in a normal condition, the whole sit-

uation could be reviewed, and tho miners affordid

eiich satisfaction and redress as tlio circumstances

seemed to warrant. Tho Premier returned to

Syilney almost immediately. His wise action in

visiting the scone of the riots liad j)r<nnpt effect in

quelling the disturbances and preventing a repetition

of the unfortunate affair of tho Eureka Stockade.

The Chines*' took advantage of tho calm to slip away

to other fields or to abandoned diggings, and an

important find of gold being rejwrt^-d at Tijiix'rary

Gully, a large proportion of the miners at Burran-

gong abandoned their claims for the new fields, and

the few Chinese left behind remaiticd unmclested.

Thus ended tho most serious difficulty that arose in

the early days of responsible government.

There had Ixn^n a Chinese difficulty in Victoria,

T,'hieh had l)oen met by the passing of an Act mate-

ri.illy restricting the freedom of these Asiatics in

entering the colony, and tlie Xew South Wales Gov-

cmmcat took tho Victorian legislation as a model,

y,
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and introduced a Bill embodying its main principles.

No vessel was allowed to carry more than one Chi-

nese for every ten tons of the ship's tonnage under

a penalty of £10 imposed upon the owner, master

or charterer for each Chinese passenger in excess.

There was also a tax of £10 to be paid by each Chi-

nese landing, as well as a license or poll of £i per

annum during his residence in the colony; added

to this there was prohibition of naturalisation. The

Bill was somewhat amended in the Council and be-

came law on the 27tli November, 1861. The Chi-

nese question in 1861 arose out of a settled dislike

for all coloured races on the part of the mining popu-

lation; in subsequent years there was a revival of

agitation, but in it the share of the miners was small,

as the Chinese were no longer their formidable com-

petitors. Having disposed of the Chinese question

the Government revived their gold-fields Bill, Avhich

had been dropped owing to the paramount impor-

tance of passing their Land legislation. The Bill

thus revived was speedily passed into law.

Two important matters closely allied next monop-

olised the attention of Parliament. These were the

question of Church and School Lands and of State

aid to religion. Sir Thomas Brisbane, who was
Governor from 1821 to 1825, had received instruc-

tions from London to reserve one-seventh of the

Crown lands in each country, for the purpose of

Church and Schools' establishments. These Instruc-

tions were not fully carried out, but reservations to

the extent of 454,060 acres had bf^n made. Tbese
lands had been administered by the Clergy and
School Lands Corporation, until that body was .nbol-

isbed in 183". when the lands became vested in the

Crown. In the early sixties, these lands had become

! :



ROBERTSON LANDS ACTS. 61

A 0'
'

valuable, and the question of ownership was revived,

and party feeling ran very high. The Government
had appropriated the revenue from these lands, with-

out the sanction of Parliament ; it was contended that

this was improper and contrary to the constitution,

and that the money should be troated as ordinary

revenue and appropriated only b^ a vote of Parlia-

ment. There were many fierce debates about the

matter, but no satisfaciory solution was arrived at,

and ultimately the determination of the matter was
taken up by the Imperial Government. On the 28th

May, 1862, the Government laid before tlie Legisla-

tive Assembly a copy of the opinion of the Law
Officers of the Crown in England, respecting the

Church and School Estates. This opinion was to

the effect that these lands were not waste lands of

the Crown, being dedicated for a particular purpose

—viz., the promotion of religion and the education of

youth. In sending the despatch to the Legislature,

the Governor pointed out tbat the disposal of these

lands was a matter for the determination of the local

Legislature and the Crown had no wish to interfere,

farther than to see that due respect wa? paid to the

interests already acquired by individuals. The
status of these estates having been thus determined,

much of the interest in their disposal died out and
attention was directed to the questions of State aid

to religion. Under the law then existing, salaries

were paid to the Bishops and Clergy of the Church
of England, and of the Roman Catholic Church and

the Clergy of the Presbyterian and Wesleyan
Churches. This was repugnant to the feelings of a

large number of persons, not only of the denomina-

tions not subsidised, but of those actually in receipt

of State aid, and several attempts were made to
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abolish all grants in aid of religion. There were,

however, very strong advocates of a continuation of

the system, and most persous having vested interests

were opposed to any change. The matter was set-

tled by a compromise. The " grants in aid of the

Public Worship Prohibition Bill " was passed to-

wards the end of 1862 ; it continued their stipends

to all clergymen then in receipt of State aid, but

prohibited any further payment by the State for

the maintenance of reli^..jn or public worship. In

1863, the payments to clergymen were £32,726 and

the number of clergymen 161 ; in 1899 there were

still thirty-six persons receiving State aid whose

annual stipend amounted to £5,863.

The principle of a nominee Legislative Council

had never found general acceptance, and even Went-

worth, to whoso influence the establishment of the

Council on a nominee basis was largely due, had

come round to the opposite opinion and favoured an

elective House.

But the President was unable to win the Council

to the adoption of his views, and when the Bill, for

the reconstruction of the Council on an elective basis,

reached that body it was shelved by being referred to

Select Committee; which at the close of the session

brought up progress report to the effect that they

had discussed the question, but had not had time to

mature their views. Wentworth very sliortly after-

wards resigned his position as President of the

Council, and was succeeded by Sir Terence Aubrey

Murray, who was at the time Speaker of the Legis-

lative Assembly.

At the suggestion of Sir Dominic Daly, the Gov-

ernor of South Australia, a conference of delegates

from New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia



A c:^.

.V »

ROBERTSON LANDS ACia 98

and Tasmania met in Melbourne in March, 1863, to

discuss certain matters of common interest to the

various colonies. The views of the conference were

embodied in a series of resolutions of a practical

kind, but like the resolutions passed at many another

conference on Australian affairs, they met with but

scant cousideraticn at the hands of the various leg-

islatures.
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CHA'TER VI.

BUSHEANGINO EPOCH. THE O FARBELI, CASE.
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Highway robbery is invariably practised in

young countries where communication is difficult

and means of transit restricted. To the natural

facilities for highway robbery in New South Wales
and Tasmania was added in the early years of set-

tlement a large convict element, many members of

which were adepts at all kinds of villainy, and some
at least were highwaymen in England, before be-

ing transported to Australia. The bush gangs of the

early days were constantly recruited by the addition

of escaped prisoners, and ticket-of-leave men tired

of the surveillance to which they were subjected as

long as they remained in the settlements. As early

as 1830 the evil became so great that the whole com-
munity was pervaded by a feeling of general alarm,

and the Legislative Council passed a " Bushranging
Act " almost unique in its severity. The bush-

rangers, who were chiefly escaped convicts, plied

their nefarious trade sometimes in twos and tlirees,

sometimes in large gangs, levying toll not only on
isolated settlers, but on stores and hotels along the

more frequented roads. Sometimes even the police

were attacked. On one occasion a regular battle

was fought between a gang of bushrangers ovor fifty

in number and a party of settlers. This occurred at

Campbell's River near Bathurst. The same gang
attacked the police and killed several of them; rein-
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forcements were sent and another engagement took

place on the River Lachlan, but with no decisive re-

sult. The matter was so serious that a detachment

of Impvjrial troops was sent up fron? Sydney, to

which the whole gang surrendered, and ten of them

were hanged. To prevent a recurrence of outrages

such as these the Bushranging Act was passed.

Amongst other things it provided that all suspected

persons might be apprehended without a warrant;

that any one carrying arms might be arrcbted, and

any one suspected of having them might bo searched

;

that armed with general warrants to search, the po-

lice might enter or break into any house by day

or night, seiz° firearms found therein and arrest tlie

inmates. When convicted, robbers and house-

breakers were to be condemned to death and executed

on the third day thereafter. These provisions were

vigorously enforced and bushranging disappeared

almost immediately, and at a convenient soason the

Act was repealed.
" The elements of thebushranging

class were in the colony, and the conditions of sfjt-

tlemcnt favoured a revival of the pest. A few years

after the events just referred to, on the 7th Sep-

tember, 1834, Dr. Warden, a prominent citizen and

politician, was killed in his own grounds at Peters-

ham near Sydney. One of the gang of bush-

rangers turned King's evidence, and two of the mur-

derers were tried, convicted and executed. There

were other crimes cf a like kind, bnt no general re-

vival of bushrang-ng until about the year 1840.

The previous year had been one of crop failiire, and

provisions were aear, and there was considerable

destitution. Mr. John "Kennedy Hume, a well-

known colonist, was shot dead by bushrangers at

Gunning; the chief of the gang was caught and ex©-

\'J-
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cuted. The bushrangers in the district had become

so numerous and daring, that Mr. Henry O'Brien,

a magistrate of Yass, being joined by a number of

settlers, made an effort to rid themselves of the

offenders. Mr. O'Brien's party coming up with the

bushrangers, a fierce encounter ensued ; the chief of

the £"ing was shot, and another having been wounded

blew his brains out. Two of the bushrangers were

captured, one hanged himself in his cell and the

other was executed. A determined gang of ruffians,

headed by a man named Davis, and known as the

Jewboy's gang, were destroyed by a party of settlers

led by Mr. Day. The band was surprised at Dough-

boy Hollow near the town of Murrurundi, and the

leader and five others were captured and brought

to justice.

For a time the country was free from systematic

bushranging, but after the gold discoveries there was

a recrudescence of the pest in its worst form. The

evil kept on increasing, and in 1862 and 1863 it

became a menace to the colony, so many bushrangers

were there abroad, and so many aiders and abettors

had they in secret. The Government felt called

upon to take special measures to cope with the evil,

and notice was sent to the country magistrates in-

structing them that all offences connected with bush-

ranging would thereafter be tried by Special Com-

mission, and rewards were offered for the appre-

hension of the leading outlaws. The police force

was also strengthened and suspected persons were

kept under observation. The trial by a Special

Commission prevented sympathisers obtaining a

position on the jury, by which the captured bush-

rangers would be tried, and was a necessary step, as

in some districts to obtain a conviction by a local
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jury would have been impossible. Amongst the first

cases tried were those of Alexander and Charles Ross

and William O'Connor, who were found guilty of

robbery under arms and firing at and wounding Mr.

Henry Stephens. The three were sentenced to

death. A few days later a public-house kept by a

man named Cirkel was " stuck up " by four bush-

rangers. The landlord was deliberately murdered by

one of tl 3 gang, named O'Meally, because he was sus-

pected of having given the police information in re-

gard ' ^' lovementsof the bushrangers. This gang

was most infamous that ever infested the

bus. ')ur concerned in Cirkel's robbery and

muj i'rani- Gardiner, Johnnie Gilbert, John

Bum. the n^ an O'Meally. Gardiner, the leader

of the gang, was u man about thirty years of age, and

had been sentenced, when a mere youth, to five years'

imprisonment for horse-stealing in Victoria. He was

confined in Pentridge, from which he escaped after

serving only a few months of his sentence. Coming

to iS^^ew South Wales he speedily got into trouble,

being convicted on two separate charges of horse-

stealing and sentenced to seven years' hard labour.

He was released before the expiry of his sentence

and obtained a ticket-of-leave, which he forfeited for

being absent from his district, it being strongly sus-

pected that he was engaged in cattle-stealing. He
was not arrested, and appeared shortly afterwards

at the head of a gang of ruffians whose violence ter-

rorised the inhabitants of a large and thriving dis-

trict. The robbories of Gardiner's gang were verynu-

merous. They were known to have " bailed up " six

mail-coaches from which they obtained large booty,

while the robbery of scores of travellers on the public

highway is also laid to their charge. Johnnie Gil-
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bert, one of Gardiner's gang, was in yoars a mere boy.

Born of respectable parents, he t. <k to bushranging

not from criminal instinct, but because, like bunch da

of the bush lads, he looked upon the bushrang'T as

a hero of romance. Besides the three concerned

•with Gardiner in the shooting of Cirkel there were

several other members of the gang—viz., Ben Hall,

John Bow, John Piesley, Alexander Fordyce, Henry

Manns and Daniel Charters. Piesley was caught

after a short career, tried and executed for murder

in 18C2, and Charters turned informer. There was

a great deal of spurious public sympathy with Hall,

who was an undoubted ruffian. Tie was originally

a small squatter in the Lachlan district, but for years

he was suspected of being an accomplice of Gardiner,

with whom he was known to be '^n friendly terms.

The constant surveillance of tb. »>olice, joined with

the reported infidelity of his wife, -uade him desper-

ate, and he openly joined the gang, and became the

most, daring and reckless of them all. When Gar-

diner abandoned bushranging and left the cobmy,
" Ben " Hall, as he was always called, became chief

of the bushrangers.

The most remarkable robbery of this gang was

that of the gold escort from the Lachlan. This took

place at Engowra on the 1.5th June, 1862. The

coach was driven by John 7agan and was escorted

by three police. The bushrangers concerned in the

affray were eight in number; they lay in wait for

the eseort at a difficult point in the road, and as

tlie coach drove up they fired a volley, then making

a rush they were able to disarm the police and make
them prisoners. During the afTray one of the police

was severely woTinded. The booty obtained by the

bushrangers was over 5,500 ounces of gold , valued

i?i



A C-

BUSHRANQINO EPOCH. 69

at £21,000, besides coin and bank-notes to the value

of £7,490. This was divided into eij^ht parts, five

were allotted at once, and the other three parts were
placed on a packhorjc and tho pau^ rode oif. When
news of the outrage reached tlic iwlice, a well«

equipped party .started in pursuit, and tlie pack-

horses of the bushrangers becoming exhaiisted at tho

foot of tho Weddin Mountains, the police were able

to como up before the gang were able to remove their

plunder. The spoil recovered at that time amounted
to 1,239 ouncej, but 2U0 ounces wert; subsequently

obtained on tli person of Manna, ono of the gang
who was shoitly after arrested. Besides Planus,

three others—Fordyoe, Bow and John McGuire

—

wore also captured, and the four men were tried by
Special Commission. Their trial afforded a strik-

ing instance of the difficulty in obtaining the con-

viction of undoubtedly gxiilty persons, where their

crime was bnshrani,'iiig or horse or cattle Htoalin"'.

After three days' trial t':e jury failed to agree, and
were consequently discharged and a new jury em-
panelled, and Manns, Fordyce and Bow were found

guilty and sentenced to .cath. Fordycc's sentence

was commuted tc imprisonment for lif**, and, before

the death sentence on the othei two men could be

carried into effect, a number of petitions containing

Borno 1.5,000 or 16,000 signatures was received by tho

Governor, praying that the lives of Bow and Manns
might also be spared. The prayer of the petitioners

was acceded to m Bow's case, but Manns was exe-

cuted.

The bushranging evil had become so great that

every available policeman in the colony was sent to

the infested districts, and very large rewards were
offi I'cd for the capture of any member of the gang,
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"ad or alive. Many civilians also joined in the

pursuit, and to tbeir prowess was duo the end of

several of the dewperuiloos. Mr. Robert Lowe shot

Heather, Mr. Keightly killed Burke and Mr. David

Campbell shot O'.Meally. There were many other

encounters in which civilians behaved with great

gallantry, while the police were ever on the alert.

In spite of the continued efforts of the Government

the work of suppressing bushranging was very slow;

indeed it was years after the dicippearance of the

chief actors that the evil entirely disappeared.

Gardiner, the ringleader of the principal gang

and the organiser of the most daring raids, growing

tired of the life, escaped into the neighbouring

colony of Queensland and opened a store on the road

from Kockhampton to the Peak Downs, and success-

fully carried on business for two years. He was

captured by the mer(3t chance: his description had

appeared in most of ii.e local papers and the casual

perusal of an uld newspaper led to his identification.

Gardiner was brought to Sydney, tried on various

charges of robbery under arms and wounding with in-

tent, and, being found guilty, received sentences

amounting to thirty-two yean. He served but t«n

years of his sentence, being released upon strong

pressure being brought to bear on the Governor of

the day.

On the retirement of Gardiner, his place at the

head of the gang was taken by Ben Hall, under

whose leadership many outrages were committed.

One of the most daring was the sticking up of the

Gundagai mail, when Gilbert shot Sergeant Parry,

who, deserted by his companion, attempted to defend

his charge. This was one of the last affrays with

•which Gilbert was connected. Accompanied by

Ir
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Dunn. Gilbert took rofu|i^ one night at the home-
Btead of a farmer, who, without losing any time, sent
word to the police. Three constables hastcnec to the
scene and engaged the bushrangers, who endea\ cured
to escape. Dunn was able to get away, but Gilbert
was shot by the police. At the time of his death the
young outlaw was only twenty-three years of age.
Dunn was captured later on the Kartliaguy Creek;
he resisted arrest and shot one of his captors and
was himself wounded. He was aftervvaras, ' -ied in
Sydney, and being convicted was executed.

lien Hall grew tired of the reverbes of his gai ;»,

and determined to follow Gardiner's example •:-'(l

leave the colony. Having separated f^-om Gill t

and Di'nn, hti made preparations for . ; departuio
He applied to a re^ tive to whom he ^uu entrustd
the proceeds of some of his numerous robberies,
but the man was unwilling to give up the plunder,
and on pretence of going to the town of Forbes to
draw the money from the bank in which he eaid it

was deposited, the relative informed the police of the
bushranger's hiding-place. The place was sur-
rounded, and the following morning when Ben Hall
unsuspectingly quitted his concealment, he was fired

on by the police and hip body riddled with bullets,

not less than thirty-four wounds being conn ;d.

There was a reward of £1,000 on the head of Ben
Hall; half the sum was given to tho informer and
half was divided amongst the police by whom he was
shot down. Hall's death occurred on May 5th, 1865,
about a week before Gilbert met his end.

While Hall and his crew were disturbing the
enuntry in the vicinity of Forbes a still gi-eater ruf-
fian than any who had yet appeared was troubling

tho districts nearer the Victorian border. Tiiis was

,1-
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Daniel Morgan. His murderous exploits were most

darine and are unequalled in the annals of Austra-

lian crime. His depredations extended over three

years and were not confined to New South Wales,

for in April, 1866, he made a raid into Victorian ter-

ritory where he was shot and killed, as he was about

to leave Peechelba Station near Wangaratta, which

he had " stuck up " the previous day. Morgan s

death occurred in April, 1865, and the whole colony

seemed relieved when the terrible outlaw s end be-

came known. - , t. tt n
Shortly before the dispersion of the Ben Hall gang,

an outbreak of bushranging of a very formidable

character occurred in the Yass, Braidwood and

Manaro districts. The brothers John and Thomas

Clarke were the principals, and they were aided by

a large body of sympathisers, spies and bush telc-

cranhs. The Clarkes belonged to a noted family of

horse and cattle thieves, and had a criminal history

before they appeared before the country as high-

"^^IWher and separately they kept the whole

country in which they operated in a state of terror.

Their 'murders were numerous, and some ot them

most wanton. The Government seemed powerless to

stop their career of crime, and the offer of certain

special constables to effect their arrest was gladly

accepted. The special constables were Carrol

Phogan, McT3onnell and Kennagh, and were sent to

Jindera, at which place it was known that the

Clarkes were being harboured. The unfortunate

constables were foully murdered but it has never

been disclosed by what means or by whom the deed

was done; but there can l>e hardly any doubt that

the murderers were the Clarkes, but it is improb-
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able that in this crime they were unaided. The
Government proclaimed a reward of £5,000 for in-

formation leading to the arrest of the persons con-

cerned in the murder of the four constables, but with-

out response. Some months subsequently the two

Clarkes were arrested by the police after a severe

encounter and, having been tried and convicted,

were hanged at Sydney on the 25th June, 1867.

With the disposal of the Clarkes bushranging on

a large scale disappeared from New South Wales,

but it was several years before the pest was com-

pletely stamped out. During the seven years that

bushranging was most prevalent, over thirty police

were wounded in the execution of their duty, and

many of them died of their wounds. A large nvim-

ber of civilians were also wounded, and the mtirders

of some twelve are on record, but it is probable there

were others not discovered. Twenty-three bush-

rangers were either shot or hanged during the same

period.

The attention of Parliament had been early

directed to the evil, for on the 19th August, 1863,

Mr. James Martin, afterwards Chief-Just ice of the

colony, moved, " That in the opinion of this House
the alarming state of insecurity for life and property,

which has so long prevailed throughoiit the country

districts, is in a high degree discreditable to ITer

Majesty's Ministers in this colony, and secondly,

^hat the conduct of Her Majesty's Ministers in this

colony in the appointments, to the magistracy, and

generally in connection with the administration of

justice had been such as to call for the strong con-

demnation of this House." The motion was not

and did not deserve to be carried, but it truly ex-

pressed the prevailing opinion in regard to the state

V
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of tbe country. The Government and the police were

not to blame. The police were few in numbers, but

on almost every occasion on which they met bush-

rangers, they behaved with great gallantry. They

had to cope with an organised system of espionage

and their movements were known to the bushrangers,

while those of the bushrangers were rarely reported

to the police, except by persons actually suffering

from their violence. The means of rapid communi-

cation did not exist in the districts infested by the

outlaws, and in the whole colony, at the height of

the trouble, there were only forty-five telegraph

stations compared with over 900 in the year

1900.

Almost all the bushrangers in the early days were

escaped convicts or ticket-of-lcave men, and in later

times, when the convict element had disappeared, ffw

of the bushrangers were natives of the country. T e

outbreak of lawlessness had a very serious effict

upon the country. The spectacle of a large number

of armed men, ranging the country almost uncheck-

ed, murdering, pillaging, and rioting, had an un-

fortunate effect upon the minds of those whose history

and environment conduced to crime, and during the

sixtios New South Wales had an unenviable record

of serious offences. The presence of bushranging

had also a prejudicial effect upon the minds of per-

sons outside the colony, and operated to diminish

the immigration which the very liberal land laws

tended to attract to the colony. The violent end

which overtook nearly all the outlaws soon convinced

would-be criminals that bushranging was not all

romance, and if New South Wales did not gain

many immi.i^ants from the United Kingdom,^ it

speedily attracted them from the n* iyhbouriug
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colonies where the resources of the country were best
imderstood.

• \ ^-^^ "^^"^ ^^ *^^ immigrants took up land
in the Kiverina, and became fairly prosperous. Geo-
graphically the Riverina belongs to Victoria, and
the settlers in that district, trading as they did with
Melbourne, looked upon that city as their proper
metropolis. There was at first some talk of cutting
off the Riverina from New South Wales and annex-
ing It to Victoria, but such proposal was not seri-
ously entertained. On the 2nd September, 1863,
a petition was presented to the Assembly from in-
habitants of the Riverina district piajiiig for the
establishment of their district as a distinct one with
defined boundaries, on the same footing as that of
Port Philhp before separation. On the same even-
ing a similar petition to the Governor, with the Co-
lonial Secretary's reply thereto, was laid upon the
table. The letter of the Colonial Secretary was to
the effect, that the Government were not prepared
to recognise the necessity of defining anv portion
of the existing Colony of Xew South Wales as a dis-
tinct province

; and that the appointment of a Gov-
ernment Superintendent would impede ratlier than
expedite the transaction of public business. This
view was the one taken by the members of the Leg-
islature, and altliough the separation of Riverina
from^ New South Wales was still agitated in the
district itself, it was not seriously entertained either
in England or in Australia.

Until the year 1848 the educational system of the
colony was purely denominational, the Government
granting to the heads of religious bodies assistance
in proportion to the sura expended by them for edu-
cational purposes. As early as 1834, attempts had
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been inado to secure a modification of the system in

force, and in 1839 a grant was made for the purpose

of impartiiis; instruction, free from sectarian in-

fluence, to the children of those who objected to de-

nominational educ£.tion. In 1844 a committee of

the Legislative Council reported in favour of the

Irish National School system, and four years later

an Act was passed constituting two Boards, to one of

which was entrusted the administration '>f denomi-

national education, and to the other the undenomi-

national or, as it was called, the national system.

Although this dual system existed for eighteen years,

it was never favoured by the people of the colony,

and in 18CG Mr. Parkes, seeing the trend of public

opinion, introduced his Public Schools Bill, which,

while providing for the continuance of the two

classes of schools, did away with the anomaly of two

rival boards and placed all schools, receiving aid

from the State, under the control of a Board to be

appointed by the Government and styled the Council

of Education; the denominational schools being

governed by the Council in conjunc*'on with the

various religious bodies, by whom they had been

founded. The Bill contained various restrictions on

the opening of new denominational schools, and was

looked upon with disfavour by the heads of the two

chief religious bodies, as it was evidently the fore-

runner of a c<^mpletely secular system.

Sir John Young retired from his position as Gov-

ernor on the 24th December, 1807, pnd was suc-

ceeded on the Sth January, 18G8, by the Earl of Bel-

more. Shortly afterwards the Duke of Edinburgh,

second son of Her ^lajesty Queen Victoria, arrived

in the colony. Loyal addresses were adopted by

both Houses of the Legislature, and the various locai
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bodies vied with one another in expressing their

loyalty, while the whole population was anxious to

do honour to the Prince. This generous feeling was
rudely interrupted by an attempt on the Prince's

life. The would-be murderer was Henry James
O'Farreil, a person of weak intellect, who, at public

picnic at Clontarf, near Sydney, fired a pistol at his

victim, wounding him in the back. The police se-

cured O'Farrc^i, but they had extreme difficulty in

preventing the prople from lynching him on the

spot, so great was their fury. When the facts in

regard to the attempt on the Prince's life became
kno^vn the greatest anger prevailed. The wildest

rumours were circulated, and O'Farrell's action was
asborted to be the outcorie of s widespread conspir-

acy. On the 18th Mr.-ch—that is to say, six days

after the attempted assassination—the Premier, Mr.
Martin, moved in the Legislative Assembly, and the

leader of the Opposition seconded, a motion for the

suspension of the standing orders, with the object of

passing througli; in all its stages, a Bill " for the

better security of the Crown and Government of the

United Kingdom, and for the better suppression and
punishment of seditious practices and attempts."

The Bill was roadilv assented to by both Houses,

and ' ^canie law the next day after it was intro-

duced. The Treason Felony Act, as it is called, is

best described in the language of its author: it was
"sufficiently large to include any attempt to depose

the Queen, establishing a republic, putting down
the Con. IS of Law, or any designs v,'hich may ex-

ist here or elsewhere for any such purpose as those."

The Act was accepted in a panic of outraged loyalty,

but it soon fom.d critics. In the Legislative As-

sembly the question of the Act and its administra-
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tiou was raised on a motion for adjournment, for

the discussion of the case of one Bartholomew

Toomcv, who was tried and acquitted of an offence

under the Act, for saying that " the Prince had no

business to come to the country and that it served

him riffht." It was on this occasion Mr. William

Forster declared, that in his opinion the Act was an

eternal disgrace to the Parliament that passed it—

an opinion which has been endorsed by a later gener-

ation But amongst public men Mr. Forster stood

almost alone. The entire community was ddi"0U9

with excess of loyalty; both Houses voted addresses

expressive of horror at the crime, of loyal attach-

ment to the Royal family, an., of solicitude for the

welfare of the Dnke of Edinburgh. Indignation

meetings were held and the most extravagant pro-

fessions of lovalty made. For the moment party poli-

tics disappeared. A reward of £1,000 was offeredb

the Government, for such information as would lead

to the arrest and conviction of any person alleged to

be an accomplice of the man O'Farrell At the

magisterial enquiry held shortly after his arrest^

O'Farrell stated that "the task had been set him

bv some persons whom he did not name, and al-

though he had failed he was not sorry that he had

failed
" It is now certain thH these statements were

not true and that he had not any accomplices.

Some time after the Prince had left the colony,

and his would-be assassin had ^een executed Mr.

Henry Parkes, who was at that time Colonial Secre-

tary, in the course of a speech delivered at Kiama,

declared « that he held in his possession and could

produce at any moment evidence, attested by atti-

davits, which left on his mind the ^-n^'ction that

not onlv was the assassination of the Duke of i-dm-
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burgh planned, but that some one who bad » guilty

knowledge ot the secret and whose fidelity was sus-

pected had been foully murdered." This evidence

he declared would carry conviction to the mind of

any other impartial person. &uch a statement, com-

ing from an important and responsible adviser of the

Crown, created a profound impression, not only oa

the people of New South Wales, ^ut on the whole of

Australia. The good faith and loyalty of a large

section of the community was virtually impugned,

and the most intense sectional bitterness prevailed,

which men of goodwill and of all political parties

subsequently tried in vain to remove. No one

now believes that Mr. Parkes' statements had any

foundation in fact, although his good faith, in mak-

ing them, cannot be doubted. He was misled by offi-

cials, a number of whom on occasions of this kind can

always be founJ to feed the flames of dis 'ord. The

so-called revelations made at Kiama ultimateh- be-

came a subject of much discomfort to their author,

having passed into the vocabulaiy ' " party politics

under the contemptuous appellati»,; jf the " Kiama
Ghost." Mr. Parkes resigned from the Ministry

some few months after his Kiama speech ; the occa-

sion of his withdrawal being a diflference wiui his

colleagues, over the dismissal of Mr. W. A. Duncan,

from the position of Collector of Customs. This

oificer had been suspended by the Colonial Treasurer

for alleged insubordination, and was restored to his

position by the succeeding administration. The with-

drawal of Mr. Henry Parkes proved the destruction

of the Martin Ministry, which was defeated on a

motion of Mr. John Robertson. The new Ministry

met Parliament on the 8th December, 1868, and on

the 15th of the same month Mr. William Macleay
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moved for a select committee to enquire into and

report upon the existence of a conspiracy for the pur-

pose of treason and assassination, alleged by a former

Colonial Secretary (Mr. Parkes) to have subsisted m
^rew South Wales; and to receive all evidence that

miffht be tendered or obtained concerning a murder,

alleged by the same person to have been perpetrated,

bv one or more of -^uch conspirators, the victim of

^^hich murder was said to bo unknown to the police

On the 3d February, 1869, Macleay brought up

the report of the Select Committee and a fortnight

later moved, " That tho House having duly con-

sidered the report of the said Select Committee

resolved as follows :-(I.) That there is no evidence

to warrant the belief that the Government was aware

of any plot or intentioi. to assassinate Ilia Koyai

Ilidmess the Duke of lidinburgh, before us arriva

in this countrv or at any time previous to the attempt

on his life \ll.) That it does not appear that any

extraordinary precautions were taken for the preser-

vation of the life of His Royal Highness, either on

the occasion of his landing, or at any period during

his stay in this country, up to the moment of his

attempted assassination. (HI.) That ther- is no

evidence to warrant the belief that the crime of

O'Farrell, who attempted to murder the Duke ot

Edinburgh, was the result of any conspiracy or or-

ganisation existing in this country, or as far as the

Government had or have any knowledge, the result

of a conspiracy or organisation existmg elsewhere

(IV ) That there is no evidence whatever ot tne

murder of any supposed confederate in_ the alleged

plot (V.) That the foregoing resolutions be em-

bodied in an address to the Governor with the request

that His Excellency will forward the same to Her
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of State for the Colonies." TheMajesty's Secretary

report of the committee amounted to a direct con-

demnation of Mr. Parkes and he met the foregoing

resolutions by an amendment as follows:
—

" (I.)

That the report of the Select Committee appointed on

the 15th December, 1868, to enquire into the exist-

ence of a conspiracy for purposes of treason and

assassination, presented by the Chairman on the .'Ird

iiis^., contains numerous statements and inferences

not warranted by the evidence, and is made an instru-

ment of personal hostility against a member of this

House, in disregard to the authorised objects of the

enquiry, and manifestly for party purposes. (II.)

That the evidence shows that several principal officers

of the Government—who from their official position

and experience were best qualified to form a correct

judgment of the occurrences, and the state of public

feeling during the time of the excitement, .^vious

and subsequent to the attempt to assassinate tae Duke

of Edinburgh—were and are still of opinion, that

meetin^jo of seditious persons were held in the colony;

that the criminal O'Farrell was not alone and un-

aided in his attack upon the life of His Royal High-

ness; and that persons openly sympathised with the

attempted assassination. (HI.) That the evidence

showed that rumours of intended violence towards His

Royal Highness more or less definite were in circula-

tion before the 12th ;March, 1SG8 ; and that some such

rumours have proceeded from sources unknown to the

Government at the time, and that, therefore, they

supply independent evidence, in support of the state-

ments of the official witnesses. (TV.) That the im-

portant results of the enquiry set forth in the pre-

ceding second and third resolutions and also other

matters of serious moment, which ought to have been
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faithfully represented to this House, have either

been set aside altogether or improperly and preju-

dicially dealt with in the report. (V.) That this

House expresses its disapprobation of the said re-

port, and directs that it be expunged from the pro-

ceedings of the Select Committee." The amendment

-was carried by a large majority.

The consideration by Parliament of the O 1 arrell

affair practically ended with the motion of Mr.

Parkos, but the ill-feeling engendered by the attack

upon the Prince and the subsequeuu action of Parlia-

ment and of the Executive, lived for many years in

the public life of the colony and embittered the

private relationship of no inconsiderable part of the

community. Happily the ill-feeling has now passed

awav and the unfortunate incidents surrounding the

attempt on the life of the Duke of Edinburgh are

well-nigh forgotten.
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CHAPTEIl VII.

TTEW SOUTH WALES KBOM 18G9 TO 1888.

About the year 1869 the colony began to experi-
ence some of tho direct effects of the Robertson Lands
Acts. There was considerable increase in the land
under crop, and the pastoral industry received ex-
tensive developu:ent and there was a welcome return
of material p-ospei-ty, which awoke in the minds of
politicians . f^niior faith in the future of their
colony. It was not, however, until a few years later,

spurred on by the reproaches of the Governor, Sir
Hercules Robinson, that their faith began to bear
fruit in works, and Parliament sanctioned various
schemes for opening up the interior. The confidence
displayed by the Government of the colony appears
to have had a stimulating effect on private investors,
and, as pointed out in the chapter dealing with indus-
trial history, money was poured into the country in
very large amounts, especially from 1874 onwards.
With their broader life all the colories ^ -^ to

feel the necessity for uniformity of leg in
matters of mutual interest, and at the insta ^x the
Government of Tasmania, a conference was convened
at Melbourne in June, 1870, at which representatives
of Tasmania, South Australia, and Victoria attended.
The main object sought to be accomplished was the
esta'jlishment of a Customs union amongst the various
colo.iies and the removal of the restrictions imposed
upon intercolonial trade. The difficulties sought to
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bo overcomo were the result of the opposite fiscal

policies pursued by the different colonies; and it

nnist have been evici.nt to the Premiers and Treas-

urers in conference, that nothing short of an ac ual

fnleration, wiMi an uniform customs tariff, ^'ouW do

awav with the inronveniences and anomalies of Nvhicli

traders and reside. ,fs in the border districts were con-

Btantly complaining. The conference ^vas not fol-

lowed by any direct result, but it may be said to

have paved the way to the renewal of the agrcemont

made Bome years before between Victoria, South

Australia, and New South Wales.

The new spirit of enterprise, winch had come to the

citizens of the colony, and especially ot tbe metrop-

olis, was exhibited in the proposal to celebrate tj^^o

vcar 1870 by the opening of an intercolonial exhibi-

tion That Vcar was the centenary of the discovery

of New South Wales by Captain Cook, and there was

a s,'eneral feeling in Sydney, that so nota ,le an anm-

vorsarv should not be passed overm silence. I he

Government were lukewarm and afraid to incur the

expense and responsibility which the enterprise en-

tailed, so the matter was left to the initiative of the

dtizens themselves. Fortunately the Agr-eultural

Society of Sydney showed more public spirit than

the Government, and the Municipal Council of S. d-

Bey joined in the enterprise by erecting a suitable

building on one of the public parks. The exhibi-

tion was verv successful, and several of the neighbour-

ing colonies contributed to its success by sending a

lar"-c Tinmber of well-chosen exhibits.

Early in 1872 a general election took place, which

resulted in the complete overthrow of the Govern-

ment, but defeat at the polls has been the common fate

of most administrations in ^ew South Wales, ..^.n.
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liBvo appenlod to tlio pooplo, and the elections of 1872
were cot otherwise roinarka!)h',exo('pt furtho renewal
of the agitation for the separaUou of lliveriua. The
people in the border districts laboured under many
disabilities. The majority of them were tlther

natives of Victoria or of South Australia, or had
resided in one or other of those colonies on their first

coming to Australia, and they naturally looked upon
Melbourne with more favour than the more remote
capital of the province to which they belonged. The
wish of the border people was for annexati'>n to Vic-
toria, but as auch a step would have raised the fierce

opposition of Xew South Wales, the agitation was
directed towards separation as an independent prov-

ince. In January, 1807, a cor""ntion had been
entered into between the colonies of New South
Wales and Vi; toria with a view of obviating the col-

lection of customs duties along tlie River Murray.
The arrangement was for five years from 1st Feb-
ruary, 1^07, and tlie Govermnent of Victoria under-
took to make a yearly pa,\-ment to New South Wiiles
of the estimated annual balnneo, that M-ould be paya-
ble to that colony, after allowing for the duties paya-
ble to Victoria on gi^ods imiK)rted from Xew South
Wales. Eiit as good'^ coming into Xew Sontli Wiiles
by way of the ^Murray Eiver from South Australia
touched at Victorian ports and wc-p paid to 1h' so

mixed up witli Victorian produce that tlio Victorian
customs officials were unable to distinguish one from
the other, the Victorian Treasury arranged to pay tho

duties for both colonies, the amount being fixed at

£00,000. To adjust matters the Government of Xew
Soutli Wales undertook to contimie collecting duties,

on produce from South Australia, but luuiding over
the amount so collected, less the cost of collfx-tiou to
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Victoria. The agreement lapsed on 1st February,

1872 and the border duties were again collected to

the intense irritation of all engaged in the border

trade. Mr. Henry Parkes took office as Premier on

the 14th May, 1872, and within a month a Bill was

submitted to Parliament, making provision for free

intercourse between Victoria and New South Walos

across the ^^lurray River. The Bill was passed by a

commanding majority in the Legislative Assembly,

but was shelved on a division of nine to eight by the

Council. Ultimately an Act was passed by which

authority was given to the Government, to make _a

convention with the neighbouring colonics of Victoria

and South Australia, under which free admission

would be granted to all goods coming from thesG

r.-Ionics into Kew South Wales, in consideration of a

like concession being granted to goods exported from

New South Wales and the payment of lump sums,

by Victoria and by South Australia, equal to ^the

estimated amount of the duties remitted by New

South Wales in favour of these colonics. In accord-

ance with the authoritv thus given an arrangement

was made for the suspension of duties, on both siaes

of the [Murray, such agreement tu hold for a period

of tline years, and during such period there was to b.^

paid to "New South Wales by Victoria the sum of

f.54,r)00 per annum and by South Australia of

£13 noo. Tt was further arranged that if the duties

in N( w South Walos should be, at any time during

the period covered by the a,ureeiuent, reduced, re-

peal* <1, or increased, the amount payable to that col-

ony should be adjusted to mo:t the new conditions;

but on any such alteration l)y New South Wales.it

was to bo optional for tin- other two colonies to retire

from the agreement. The convention lasted until
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January 31st, 1874, when Victoria retired from it,

in consequence of an alteration made in the rates
of duty in force in New South Wales, but South
Australia r<^niained a party to it until its expiry, and
by further convention renewed the agreement for
six months and again for twelve montlis.

The action of the Legislative Council in shelving
theBorder DutiesBilljWhen passed byan overwhelm-
ing majority of the Assembly fresh from a general
election, led to one of the many contests that have
taken place between the two Houses of Legislature.
The action of the Council was strongly condemned
not only in the districts affected but also by public
opinion throughout the colony. On the 27th March,
1873, a bill " to amend the constitution and to pro-
vide for the representation of the people in the
Legislative Council," passed tlie Assemblv and was
forwarded to the Council ; but that body 'refused to
consider it on the ground Uiat legislation affecting
the constitution of the Council should originate in
that Chamiber.

On the. 30th :\rarcli, 1874, there died at Worn
bourne, in Dorsetshire, England, William Charles
Wentworth, in many ways the most notable person
whom Ausiralia has yet produced. He was the
founder of the Sydney Fniversity and tlie author of
the constitution of New South Wales, and was very
])ronuncnt in political life before the advent of re-

spoiisilde government. In accordance with lii=;

wishes, his l)ody was brought to the colony and deposi-
ted in a vault at Vancluse. A public funeral was ac-
corded to the remains of the deceased statesman and
w^as carried out with every mark of respect from tl.e

pooj)le of Sydnoy, who lined the streets through which
the cortege passed.
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The career of Frank Gardiner has been ^ven m
outline in the previous chapter. Shortly after the

arrival in the colony of Sir Hercules Robinson,

nrerously and influ^entially signed Pft^tions were

presented (o hin., praying for G^^-^^^^^^^t bv ' the
the ground of the desire to reform evinced b> the

prisoner's conduct, both before and after his capture

Ce was an imiAied promise that after serving ten

years of his sentence, Gardiner's case ^vould bo r^

Lnsidered with a view to his ^«l«-««' ^^^nromS'
ernor felt bound in honour to carry out his promise.

Iccordinglv, he addressed a minute to the Executive,

n which he pointed out that the prisoner had been

Lady sufficiently punished and -uld ^e jntli safety

released, on condition of his l^^'-ing Australia The

Governor deprecated the retention of a man m prison

in obedience to mere popular clamour, which he be-

lieved to be both unreasonable and unjust, it Avas

indispensable for prison discipline that every hope

beld out to prisoners should be scrupulously fuN

filled, or broken only on grounds, the sufficiency of

which would be apparent even to prisoners ramds.

The Governor declared he could see no such groumls

in the present case, and he was convinced that the

bad moral effect upon the whole body of prisoners

whicli would result from diF^appointing without sut-

ficient reason, an expectation raised by Her ^^V'^^Y^

representatives, would be infinite y greater than the

inconvenience which wouhl be likely to rosul from

keeping faith with the prisoner and allowing him to

leave the country.

The prerogative of mercy was at the time exor-

cised by the Governor alone, though it is probable l|is

ndvisers were in full accord with him in regard to its

e.s-ercise in this case. Gardiner was accordingly re-
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leased, but tlio Governor's action raised a storm of

indignation which might have been anticipated, as

the memory (jf the bushranger's outrages were still

fresh in the minds of the people. Nor was the word-

ing of the Governor's minute calculated to soothe the

popular anger. The minute had been laid before

Parliament, and a motion was moved censuring the

action of the Governor's advisers and the Governor
himself. There was a very angry discussion in

Parliament upon the motion, which was only lost on
the casting vote of the Speaker. The dissolution of
Parliament immediately followed, and, when the n .

Parliament met, a motion of censure was moved, in

tlie form of an address to the Governor and couched
in the same tejms as those of the motion on the same
subject, made in the previous Parliament. The ad-

dress was as follows :
" We desire with reference to

the important matter which led to the dissolution of

the late Parliament, most respectfully to express our

regret that your Excellency's Resjx)nsible Ministers

should have advised you to communicate to the Legis-

lative Assembly, your minute to the Executive
Council, dated the 23d June, with reference to the

release of the prisoner Gardiner. Because it is in-

defensible in certain of its allegations, and because,

if it is considered to l)e an answer to the respectful

and earnest petitions of the people, it is hifrlily un-

desirable to convert the records of this Tlouse into a

means of conveying censure and reproof to our con-

stituents; and if it refers to the discussion In this

Chamber, then it is in spirit and cfTect a breach of

'•.e constitutional privileges of Parliament."

The motion of censure was carried and the Min-
istry resigned. Sir Hercules Robinson now found
himself in a very difficult position. Under ordinary
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circumstances he would have -ont for the leader of

the Opposition, ^Ir. John Rob on, but Sir Ilerciiles

•was anxious to avoid having 1 r his chief advis^'r the

mover of the vote of censure which reflected more

upon his own action than on his Ministers. The

Governor therefore turned to SirWilliam Manning, a

distinguished member of the Legislative Council, and

asked him to form a Ministry. This Sir William

Manning attempted to do, but without success, and

the Governor had perforce to entrust the task to Mr.

John Robertson. After the re-election of the new
ministers an attempt was made in the Legislative

Assembly to censure the Governor, for his action in

sending for a member of the Council to form a new
Ministry, but the House negatived the motion and

the Gardiner aifair and its attendant complications

passed out of sight.

The Government of Mr. Henry Parkcs had in-

nuguratod a vigorous public works policy, which was

continued and extended by succeeding ministrios.

In the year 1S72 the expenditure on public works was

a little more tlian half a million sterling, five years

later it was three times as much, and ten years later

the sum expended wns nearly three and a half mil-

lions. Most of tins exjionr'-turo was provided for out

of loans, but the huge revenue derived from land

sales enabled the Govcrnmon! to supplement very

largely their expenditure of borrowed money. The
nractice of assisting people in Great Britain to emi-

grate to the colony, which had fallen into desuetude

in 1SG9 and the following years, was revived, and in

the ten years commencing with 1877, the passages

of 51,455 persons were paid fromEngland to Sydney.

A large proportion of the immigrants were adult

males, and the Government were almost compelled to
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continnp their public Avorks policy, in order to pro-
vide employnient for these persons and the incomers
from the adjacent colonies whom the lavish Govern-
ment expenditure had attracted to Kew South Wales.
Considering the objects to which the money was de-
voted, it must be conceded that the public works policy
of the Government was very extravagant, and, like
all governmental extravagance on a large scale, its end
was labour congestion and financial embarrassment.
It will not be necessary to discuss the matter further
at this place, as the general question of the immediate
and ulterior eifects of the financial policy of the
Government is treated at length in another chapter.
For a period of fifteen years the colony had an
appearance of great prosperity, much of which was
in every way genuine but much also was delusive.
A notable event of the Gove^-norship of Sir Her-

cules Robinson was the annexation of the Fiji Islands.
The group had virtually become a British colony, and
the formal annexation was made with the concurrence
of the king, chiefs and people.

Allusion has been made frequently in tliese pages
to Sir Charles Cowper; he had in 1870 resigned the
premiership of the colony to become its Agent Gen-
eral if " ^ndon. Sir Charles Cowper's death in 1ST5
rem' no of the chii f actors in the stirring days
of ti tiation of I.- -onsible Government, whose
services are a)>t to be overlooked by the present gen-
eration which profits by them.
A Bill was introduced on tlie ?nd December, 1S73,

by Mr. Terry to limit the duration of future parlia-

ments to three years. It was quietly passed tlirough

the Legislative Assembly ; many members, who would
otherwise have opposed it, refrained from doing so,

iu the confident expectation ';hat the Bill would be
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thrown out by the Council. In this they wcro dis-

ajjpoiiitcd, for tho v'ouncil passed the Bill with little

debate and it became law on the Cth February, 1874.

The aver \<ic duration of all parliaments under Re-

sponsible Government has been two years and four

uiontl'.s, nor has the average sensibly declined since

the life of Parliament has been limited to three years.

Sir Hercules Ivobinson retired from the Governor-

ship of the colony on March I'Jth, 1879, and his

goiiip away was i^reatly regretted by all classes of the

community, for lie was not only a good Governor, but

the most eloquent public speaker who had ever been

in the colony. He was moreover an enthusiastic

sportsman and entered with great avidi v into the out-

door life of the jx'ople. j^ir Hercuh ^ Robinson's

advice had much to do with the forward policy in

public works, which was entered upon shortly after he

became Governor, but Sir Hercules remained in the

colonies sufficiently long to see the policy, excellent

within the limits proposed by him, carried to a

vicious exticnip, ninl instead of confining the ex-

penditure of borrowed money to reproductive works

of a public character, he saw the various Governments

pledging the resources of the country, in order to

find the UiCans for the construction of works of a

useless or ephemeral nature and for the jdacation of

the unemployed.

Sir TFerculrs Kol>inson was appointed to Xcw
Zealand, and before leaving, his wife laid the founda-

tion <tone of the building a])tly named the Garden

I'alace, in which it was proposed to jiold the first

international exhibition of Australasia. The success

which had attended its previous exhibitions induced

the Agricultural Society to even a more ambitious

effort. Invitations were accordingly issued lo various
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conntnes to take part in an international exhibitiiwi
during tho year 1S79. Tho promises to exhibit were
so niuuv-rous tliat the Ai,'ricn]tural Society speedily
realised that, if faith were to be kept with those who
proposed to send exhibits, the exhibition would have
to be on a magnificent scale and would be far beyond
Its power to cope with. Parliament had voted
£10,000 to the Society for the purpose of assisting it
in its enterprise, which waa everywhere understood to
be under the auspices of tlie Government. To recede
would have been impossible, so the Government de-
termined to go on and take the management of the ex-
hibition out of tho hands of the Society and place it

under the control of an honorary commission, com-
prised of such leading business men and producers as
were willing to act. Having become engaged in the
enterprise the Government pushed on witli their prep-
arations with groat earnestness. The construction of
ihe buildings was placed under the direcllm of Mr.
John "^'oung, an experienced contractor, and a verv
handsome and commodious building was rapi.lly
erected on an exquisite site in the inner domain, ad
.loining Government House and the Botanical
Gardens. The exhibition was in every wav a success,
notwithstanding that the cost to the Government was
over a quarter of a million sterling. Every civilised
country was represented, and visitors from all parts
of the world attended. The resources of Xew South
Wales were displayed to advantage and became
widely known, with the result that there wps almost
immediately a .great quickening of trade and many
persons who came merely as sightseers remained in
Sydney to prosecute the lucrative business which they
found awaiting them.
On the 20th December, 1878, Sir Henry Tarkos

': X
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assumed office as Premier for the third time, having*

iormed a coalition government with Sir John Robert-

son as vice-president ui the Executive and represent-

ative of the ministry in the Legislative Council. The

two knights had been very strong opponents and

their joining hands created a great deal of surprise

and evoked much adverse critiiMsim. At this dis-

tance of time it is hard to conceive what else could

have bc'cu done in the interests of staple government.

On the fall of the Robertson ministry in March, 1877,

Sir Henry Parkes took office, but so evenly were

parties divided that his ministry maintained its

position for not more than five months, being dis-

placed by one led by Sir John Robertson. This min-

istry stirvived only fuur months, being beaten upon a

vote of want of confidence moved by Mr. Farnell.

The Governor sent for Sir Henry Parkes, but Sir

Henry failed to form a ministry and the task was

undertakon by ^Ir. Farnell. The Farnell ministry

held its place for just twelve months, when it was

defeated on its land policy. The Governor asked Sir

John Robertson to carry on the Government of the

country, but although Sir John formed a ministry it

was not sworn in, as the Assembly virtually refused

to permit it to transact any business. He therefore re-

linquished the task, and on the same day the Speaker

of the Assembly announced that Sir John Robertson

had rcsignecl his seat. The veteran statesman ex-

plained as his reason for resigning, that the existence

of three parties in the Assembly was fatal to the pos-

sibility of good government and therefore he had

decided to retire from Parliament. The Governor

then arranged with Mr. Farnell io resume the duties

of Government, but the ministry was at once met

with au adverse vote and finally retired from office.
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Sir Henry Parkes having boon sent for, formed a
ministry with the aid of Sir John Kolwrtson. The
Parkcs-Robertson ministry held ollice for a little ovi r
four years, and during its career passed many im-
portant measures through Parliament. On tiio 12th
Noyember, 1879, Sir Henr- Parkes introduced a
Bill to make more adequate provision for Public
Education." It repealed the Public Schools Act of
1866, dissolved the Council of Education, vesting its
powers in > Minister of Public Instruction. The
main features of the measure were the suppression
of denominational schools and the provision for the
compulsory attendance at school of children between
the ages of six and fourteen years. One hour in
each day was set apart when children might bo in-
structed by a teacher of their own persuasion, but no
child was to receive instruction if the parents or
guardians objected. Tlie Public Instruction Act was
strongly opposed by a section of the adlierents of the
rhuTch of England and by the bulk of the Roman
Catholics, but Avas supported by the majority of tb-i
people of the colony; its third 'reading being carried
in the Assembly by a majority of forty-two to six,
and it lu'cumo law on the 21st April, ISSO. Wliilo
the Bill dealing with public instruction was being
dealt witli, opportunity \^ as taken to sotrlo the vexed
question of Church School lands. A Bill was intro-
duced vesting the nianagemont of these lands in the
Legislature and applying the income derived there-
from for tlie purpose of public instruction. The Bill
provoked a great deal of opposition, not so much in
Parliament as amongst those who felt that vested in-
terests were affected. Counsel was heard at the bar
of the Assembly in support of a petition presented
against the Bill by the preaidcnt of the Cliurcli of
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England Synod, and the sanio advooato appoared be-

fore the i.cpislative Council. Some anitindraonta

were made by tlio Council and in part accepted by

the Assembly and the Bill ultimately became law.

For some reason of which the public was not awaro,

the year 187H showed an alarming increase in the

number of Chinese entering the colony; the influx

continued and appeared so formidable in 1881, that

in alarm Parliament passed the Influx of Chinese

Restriction Act, imposing a tax of £10 on every

Chinese entering the colony, and limiting the number

of Chinese passengers to be carried by a vessel to one

for every 100 tons. It is probable this Act was not

as strictly enforced as it might have been, for in

epite of its drastic provisions only a tem])orary check

was given to the alien immigration. In 1881, the

year in which the Act was passed, the Chinese arrivals

were 4,4fi5, in 1882 the number 'ell to 1,007, but

thereafter rapidly increased so that in 1887 the ar-

rivals were 4,4.3«. The continued influx of Chineso

led to a (Iciiiand for further restrictive measures mu]

a closer application of tlie existing law. With thi'^

latter in view, a strict watch was kept on vessels

coming to Xcwcastlo and Sydney with Chinese on

board, and one of the first results of the awakened

activity was that the master of the S.S. Cholijdra

was fiiied £1,000 for having on his vesselmore Chinese

tlian the law allowed. The anti-Chinese agitation

.soon attained forniidiilde dimensions, and was not

confined to New South Wales, but spread to all the

colonies. In Sydney the agitation had a direct effect

upon the Government and compelled it to somewhat

precipitate action. A monster meeting was held on

SrdMav, IS^'?, inthe Town Hall to protest against

tl\e furlhtT iniluA of Chinese; and strorigly worded
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resolutions were carried. On tho two following days
two vessels arrived in Sydney Imrbour, bringing a

large number of Chinese passengers, and tho Premier,

Sir Henry Parkes, directed that they should be pro-

hibited landing. In doing so he exceeded his j)ower3,

Bs it is plain the law could not be set aside at tiie will

of the Executive, The Chinese appealed to tho

Courts, and the Government were compelled to give
way and permit tlieir landing. This served merely

to increase tlie publi(T ferment. On 25th J\me a gnat
anti-Chinese indignation meeting and procession was
organised and wild words were uttered ; open relKl-

lion, defiance of the Governor, " cutting the p./mter."

and ignoring treaty rights were freely advocate d.

Some ten days subsequently an Intercolonial Confer-

ence on the Chinese Question was held at Sydney,
undf • the presidency of Sir Henry Parkes. The
Conference were united in the opinion that the influx

of Chineso should be made as difficult as possible.

It was not deemed advisable absolutely to prohibit

the immigration ; but it was considered that tho

numbers privilegrd to jiitid should be so limited that

ar effective check would l)e given to inroads of the

aliens. The Parliament of Xew South Wales was
already considering a Bill 'vlien the Conference was
sumnioiicd, and ullimntely it jmssed an Act which
wenr. even . ther in the direction of restriction than
recommended by the Conference. Pv tin's measure
vessels are prohildted from carrying to the colony

more than one Chinese passenger to every .TOO tone;

and .such Chinese as wish to laml are rc(juired to

pay a poll-tax of £100; they are ^ot to engage in

mining, without express authority under tlie hand
and seal of the !^>iinister for Mines; nor are they per-

mitted to take advantage of the Naturalii^ation Act.
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Chinese, who by birth are British subjects, do not

come under the provision of this restrictive legis-

lation; but they have to pass the educational test

jirescribed by the Immigration llcstriction Act of

1898. The penalty for the breach of the Chinese

Restriction Act is £500.

Although the measure has operated greatly to

restrict Ciiinese immigration, it is believed that a

number of Chinese tin<l their way into New South

Wales by the " back doors " of the other colonies.

In ISSV the number of Chinese immigrants into New
South Wales was 4,43G; in 1SS8, it had fallen to

1,848 ; and in 1889, to 7, and in 1899 the number was

;^, most of whom were naturalised or British sub-

j eta by birth. All fear of a Chinese trouble in New
South Wales lias, with the legislaticm of 1888, en-

tirely disappeared, and under its operatiim the alien

population of the colony tends greatly to decrease.

In the year 1S85 New South Wales gave a great

proof of its attachment to the Empire, and indirectly

of its resources, by the despatch of a military con-

tingent to the British army serving in the Soudan.

This army had been working up the Nile, with the

obicct of rc^scuing Ceneral T'lordon who was shut up

in Khartoum. The fate of the guHant Gordon v.nn

a matter of j)rofound interest in the colony and the

acliug Premier, the lion. W. B. Dalley, cabled to

London ofTeriiig the armed assistance of New South

"Wales. This offer was accepted and tiie British

Governiiioiit suggested the lauding at Suakim, within

seventy t\.\y^, nf a furec of arliUery and infantry,

together with the necessary supply of horses. By
dint of gi-eat exertion, everything was got ready in

time, and on March Mrd, I^STt, the Australian eon-

tiiigent, as it was called, sailed from Sydiicy in Iho
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Btpamshi'ps /feem nnd Australaslitn. Tliis was the
first military support ever given by the^o colonies to
tlio Mother Country. The phin of eanipaign for tho
Egyptian expedition was altered and the assistance
of the little army of New S<.uth Wales volunteers
was not required, an<l tho expedition returned to Syd-
ney, four :!iontlis after its departure, witlu.ut having
eeea much service. The impression produced upon
the public mind of Great Dritain was very great, nor
had that impression faded when the outbreak of war
in South Africa gave; the opportunity for all tho col-
onies to unite in a splendid offer of troops, which tho
British Government gladly accepted.

Lord Augustus Loftus was succeeded bv the Rt.
Hon. Bajon Carrington as Governor of the colony,
on 12th December, 18S5. Lord Carrington's admin-
istration was marked in its first year by a very un-
fortunate event. Nine youths were condemned to
death for the crime of rape. The correctness of the
verdict was not questioned, but it was believed by
many that the trial itself was unfairly conducted.
The offenders were all very young, and very great
efforts were made to obtain a reprieve. Many peti-
tions were signed })leading for mercy, and a deputa-
tion consisting ot' the Church of England Ilishop, the
Roman Catholic Archbishop, Sir Henry J'arkes, and
the Hon. W. Tj. Dalley, supported by a large number
of prominent citizens, pleaded with (lie Governor, but
without avail. Four of the youths concorncl paid
wiih their lives the penalty of their otTence. Durin-:
the agitation tin- (Jovernor found Inmsclf in a jx.-

sition of great dilliculty. ITe was the person vested
with the prerogative of mercy and his inclination was
for a reprieve, but his responsible advisers reeom-
Jiieudej that ilie law should take its course, so alsQ
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did the judge who tried the case. A large section

of the commnnity were shocked at the scandal of the

trial and took care that the Governor should hoar

their views; while another section, perhaps still

larger, ajiproved of an example being made of the

unfortunate youths, because crimes against women
were then very prevalent. Two results followed the

execution of the Mount liennie offenders. Juries

have since become loath to convict for rape, where they

fear the death penalty will be enforced, and secondly

there has been a change in the functions delegated by

the Crown to the representative of ^lajesfy in these

cnlonies. The prerogative of mercy, almost the last

vestige of real power left to a Governor, is now ex-

ercised on the advice of tlie Executive Council, just

as are the other formal acts of the King's repre-

sentative.

Sir James Martin, thrice premier and afterwards

Chief-Justice of the colony, died in November, 188G.

He was a native of Ireland, but had been brjiight by

his parents to tlie colony when about a year old.

He became interested at an early age in the politics

of the country and was thrice premier and attorney-

general and once attorney-general but not premier.

The filling of the high office made vacant by Sir

James Martin's death gave occasion to a most un-

eeemly controversy. Sir Julian Salomons was
ofTored and accepted the appointment, but relin-

quished it almost immediately, without even taking

his seat on the bench, in consequence of an open

letter addressed to him by one of his fellow judges,

Sir ^Yilliam C. Wyndeyer. On the 2Tth of Novem-
ber, 1S8G. upon the resignation of Sir Julian Salo-

mons the Chief-Justiceship was offered and accepted

by the Hon. F. M. Darley, who still retains the
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position with the added di^'nitj of Lieutenant Gov-
ernor.

On the 23rd of March, 18S7, tlioro occurred a
most disastrous accident at tlie Bulli Coal Mine,
about fnrty-five miles south of Sydney. A large
number of miners were at work in the mine when a
terrific explosion took place resulting in the loss of
81 lives. ^Vlost of the men entombed were married
and had families, and the accident sent a thrill of
horror throughout the whole community. Subscrip-
tion lists were at once opened, not only in New South
Wales, but in Victoria and the other colonies, and
the sum of £4.3,.538 was thereby obtained ; an amount
sufficient to allow of grants being made to all children
of tender years, made orphans by the accident, and
of annuities to the women who had lost their hus-

bands or breadwinners.

Some time after the accident a Royal Tommission
was appointed to enquire into its cause and in due
time made its report, which contained various ex-

cellent recommendations ; but it was not for ten years

afterwards that a law was passed which so regulated

the working of mines, that the possibility of a similar

accident occurring is now reduced to a minimum.

i I

I



' f

};

*

^

,(

102 PROGRESS OF AUSTRALASIA.

CHAPTER VIII.

EECEXT HI UUY. LABOUR TROUBLES.

The tide of prosi)erity in New South Wales wa3
at its lull in the year I»S4. In the following yeiir,

however, there were not wanting signs that hard
times were in store for the country. After some
twelve years of good but slightly falling prices,
there was, in 1S85, a fall of 12 per cent, in the
prices of domestic cx]X)rts as compared with those
obtained in the previtius year. This was accom-
panied by unpropitious seasons and would inevitably
Iiave caused a depression, but a lavish expenditure
by the State, both from revenue and from loan pro-
ceeds, enabled an appearance of prosperity to be
maintained for a year or two longer.

In 188G employment became scarce and wages
began to fall in spite of every effort made by labour
organisation to maintain the old rates. During
1SS5 and ISSC there was a suspension of work in

several of the SoiUhern collieries in some cases ex-

tending to tM-elve months, owing to strikes and lock-

outs. In 188G towards the end of August the New-
castle minors to the number of 6,000 went out on
strike. Various attempts were made to arrive at a
settlement, and a conference between the owners and
the miners' representatives was held, but without
avail. Tlicn came picketing and rioting, and the
differences between the parties were made harder to

adjust by the trial and sentence of several of the
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miners, for their share in the disturbances. The
trovernment took a lenient view of the miners' case
and released the offenders, but no satisfactory ar-
ran^meiit was come to and the strike continued until
the middle of November, when an agreement was
patched up. But the arrangement was only a tern-
porary one, fc ho middle of the following year
the industrial • oke out anew, and the New-
castle miners thr .„^^^l their tools and remained on
strike for more thin six months, the unfortunate
dispute not ending until the close of January, 1890.
In 1890 prices were again inclined downwards and
there was the greatest unrest in industrial circles-
large numbers of men were unemployed, chiefly bv
reason of the falling off in the expendiW; upon pu^he works. Everything industrial pointed to coining
abour troubles, while the conditions of trade pointed
to the certain defeat of the labour orgaiiisation..

loll .0^1 Ty^ '*"^'"' ^° *^^ fi^^t half of theyear 1S90 but these were important only as showing
he general tendency of labour matters, and .« pre-
hiding the great events which were about to l.i.ppenThe Right Hon. W. E. Dalley, who was actint^pre:
mier when the Soudan contingent was despa^•hed,
d.edontheSSth October, 1888, at the compara, vely
oarly age of fifty-five years. Mr. Dalley was born
at Sydney, where also he was educated. He en rred
political life as one of J members for Sydney when
he was only twenty-five years of age, and for thirty
years remained prominent in political circles, al-
though, such was his temperament, he preferred r^ot
to ho a member of the Legislative Assembly. Mr.
Dalley occupied a seat in the Assembly for some si^
years, but was a member of the Legislative Council
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for a much longer period ; he was four times a minis-

ter of the Crown, thrice as Attorney-General.

In 1890 the labour organisation thought them-

selves able to strike a blow, which would enable

them to secure their o\ni terms from employers, and

)ut of this confidence grew the "great strike," so

called from the number of trades and the large area

involved. The great strike paralysed trade through-

out the whole of eastern Australasia from August to

October, 1890, and was of far-reaching importance;

but as it is dealt with at length in the chapter dealing

with the industrial history of the period it does not

call for a detailed description at this place, especially

as the strike affected not New South Wales alone but

every member of the group.

From the great strike originated two movements

of very opposHe character, having for their object the

benefit of the working classes. These were the estab-

lishment of a labour colony of Australian Bush-

workers in Paraguay, and the formation of a politi-

cal labour party. The idea of emigrating to Para-

guay, and the founding a colony on communistic

principles, originated with a number of enthusiasts

headed by William Lane, a Brisbane journalist, a man

of keen intelligence and unquestioned integrity.
^
A

large number of bushworkers, all excellent colonists,

eagerly caught at the idea and joined :he proposed

expedition, and ^Ir Lane with the utmost courage

faced all the difRciilties of the situation, raise 1 the

necessary funds and made excellent arrangements

for the despatch of the expedition. The advance

guard set sail in the Royal Tar from Sydney on

the IGth July, 189.3, and safely arrived at Afonto

Video; other contingents followed and established

themselves on the lands reserved for them by the

«-s
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Paraguayan Government. Everything seemed to
favour the successful issue of the enterprise, but
though the settlement still exists it has proved a
complete failure. The colonists who left Australia
fully determined to succeed where others had failed,
and to preserve a community of interests and prop-
erty, are now split up into various factions with as
little of lie " common brotherhood '' about them as
if they had remained in Australia. Some of the
colonists were able to escape from the destitution to
which the settlement was reduced, but a large number
of others found their promised land a prison and
wore forced to remain starving and disillusioned,

until they were assisted back to Australia by the
Government of Queensland.

The strikes of 1890 were perhaps the most com-
pletely organised eflForts to coerce capita] vet at-

tempted, and their failure taught the labour leaders,

that however perfectly labour may be organised, i*.

is powerless to defeat organised capit;!. The rocng-
nition of this fact was the first step to a change in

tactics, and the Labour Party determined to secure
direct representation in Parliament and obtain by
legislation what strikes a.id physical force failed to

accomplish. For several years attempts had been
made by men prominent in labour circles to enter
Parliament ; those who succeeded were, however,
not distinguish;!ble from the ordinary members of the
party tliey hap' ned to support. \Vhen the labour
leaders proposed to contest the general election of
1891 it was agreed by their candidates, that those
elected should stand aloof from the other parties and
act together to attain certain defined objects, as well
as generally to secure for the wage-earner a better

return io. Lis labour, than was possible under existing
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couditions. The direct objects of the party were em-
bodied in a manifesto in which the influence of a

single-tax wing was strongly marked. Tho mani-
festo or platform was as follows:

—

(I.) Electoral reform to provide for the abolition

of plural voting; the abolition of money deposits in

parliamentary elections, extension of the franchise

to sailors, shearers, and general labourers by means
of a provision for the registration of votes ; extension

of the franchise to policemen and soldiers ; abolition

of the six months residential clause as a qualification

for the exercise of the franchise; single member
electorates and equal electoral districts on adult pop-

ulation basis ; all parliamentary elections to bo held

on one day, and that day to be a public holiday, and
all public-houses to be closed during the hours of

polling. (II.) Free, compulsory, and technical

education, higlier as well as elementary, to be ox-

tended to all alike. (III.) Eight hours to be a legal

maximum working day in all occupations. (IV.)
A Workshop and Factories Act, to provide for the

prohibition of the sweating system; tho supervision

of boilers and machinery, and tho appointment f

representative working men as inspectors. (V.)
Amendment of the Mining Act; to provide for all

applications for mineral leases being summarily
dealt with by the local wardens ; the strict enforce-

ment of labour conditions on such leases; abolition

of the leading system on all new gold-fields ; the right

to mine on private property; greater protection to

persons engaged in the mining industry, and inspec-

tors to hold certificates of competency. (VI.) Ex-
tension to seamen of the benefits of the Employers'
Liability Act. (VII.) Eep^al of the Masters and
Sen-ants Act and the Agreements Validating Act.
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(VIII.) Amendment of the Masters and Appren-
tices Act and the Trades Union Act. (IX.) Es-
fahlishmcnt of a Department of Labour, a national
bank, and a national system ot water conservation
and irrigation. (X.) Elective Ala^iist rates. (XI.)
Local Government and decentralisation; extension
of the principle of the Government as an em{)love.r
through the medium of local self-governing bodies:'
the abolition of our present unjust and injurious
nietaod of raising municii)al revenue I y the taxation
of improvements effected by labour. (XII.) The
Federation of the Colonies of Australia on a national
as opposed to an imjwrialistic basis. (XIII

)The recognition in our legislative enactments of
the natural and alienable rights uf t!'e whole
community to the land upon which all must live
and from which by labour all wealth is produced
by the taxation of that value which accrues to
the land by the presence and needs of the community,
irrespective of improvements effected by human ex-
ertion; and the absolute and indefeasible right of
pi-operty on the part of all Crown tenants in improve-
ments effected on the holdings. (XIV.) All Gov-
ernment contracts to be executed in the colonv.

/VTr'A ?*'''™P"*g of Chinese made furniture.
(AVI.) Any measure that will secure for the wage-
earner a fair equitable return for his or her labour.

^'^Vonf r^*^!'""
^^"^^ contests the general election

ot 1891 fully prepared and its success more than
answered its expectations. The number of seats in
the Assembly was 141, and of these the party secured
3o, the supporters of the Government and the Oppo-
sition dividing the remaining seats nearly equally.

It IS evident therefore so long as tile Labour
Party worked as one body, they could control tha
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business of Parliampiit by throwinja: the weight of
theii votes into one scale or the other, for the fiscal

ditlVrences of the Govermnent and the Opponition
were such as to make a coalition between the parties
quite impossible. It was not long, however, heiorr
the Labour Party its<-lf split on the fiscal issue, and
the protectionists made a gain of eight of their num-
ber. 'Jhen again the party made an attempt to
coerce tint I'arkos' ministry over the question of the
working hours of miners, but Sir Henry Parkcs re-

fused to be coerced and gave up office. This brought
about the return to power of Sir George Dibbs. Of
the original 35 members of the Labour Party 18
voted with the new ministry and 17 with the Free
Trade opposition. The party of Sir George Dijibs re-

tained office frf>m the 2.Trd of Octolier, ISOl, until the
dissolution, governing the country by a very slender
majority. The el(«'tion of ISOi jirovod unfavour-
able to the Governiiiiiit and Sir George resiiiPcd on
the 2nd August, ISO 1, being succeeded by ]\Ir. G. IL
Reid. The elections were also adverse to the Labour
Party. The fiscal question had divided its members
nearly equally and further disorganisation was
caused by differences on the Single-Tax question.
The party was reorganised and a remedy applied
which prevented the disunion, by wbicli the very
existence of the party was threatened. The newly
constituted party took what is called the solidarity
pledge, and on every occasion when the matter at
issue is important, the manner in which the vote of
the party will bo cast is determined in caucus and
the whole of the party vote as the majority may de-
cide. A new programme was drawn up, one more
posKihle of realisation than that originally formu-
Lted, and, on this programme and pledged to soli-



Labour trourles. 109

darity, the Labour Party went to tlio poll. As stated
the result was a great reverse, the strength of the
party was reduced to uinetLon in a House of 125
niemljer.-!. At the same time the principle of soli-

darity .signally triumphed. The mendiers of the
former Piirliiiment who had betrayed their party, or
who had refused to give the jiledge re(iuired, were
nearly all rejected ; those remaining true to the party
and the S(didarity pledge being in almost all eases
again returned. The lesson of their first parlia-
mentary experience was taken to heart; and since
the elecnon of 1 v 1, the Labour Party has presented
a united front to the other two sections and have on
various occasions shown their power and the knowl-
edge how to use it. Very recently the party, by
casting nineteen votes en hloc, threw out of office the
free trade premier whom they had supported for
over live years, and whose position would not other-
wise have been assailable. The Labour Party have
not by an;- means succeeded in carrying the whole
of the measures they have made " planks " in their
platform; they have, however, obtained several im-
portant pieces of legislation, which, but for the deter-

mination of ihe party, would not have become law.

Some part of the success of the party is undoubtedly
due to their wise choice of a leader, ^[r. James Mc-
Gowan being a man of essentially moderate views,

whose counsels have been always in favour of the
attainable, and of proceeding in politicr.l matters so

as not to alarm, unduly, the susceptibilities of the
more conservative part of the population.

On the 8th May, 1891, the colony lost by death
one of its most di tinguished men. Sir John Robert-
son, who for nearly forty years occupied a large

space in the political lifo of the colony. Sir John

l>
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Kdhertson's chief claim to the gratitude of the
country .kpemls upon his Lands Acts of 18()1, but
duri- (r tlie yvain wliicli he held office, ho was asso-
ciate -vith a great many important legislative
eniKi..iC'nts, and had the unusual fortune of seeing
all the important projects he advocated on his en-
trance to public life l)econie the law of the colony.
Sir John was a native of Essex, England, but arrived
in the colony when barely four years of age. He
died at the advanced age of scveuty-tivc years.
The Earl of Jersey resigned his Governorship on

the 2Sth February, 189'5, after the short administra-
tion of two years. The dcparttire of Lord Jersey was
greatly regretted by the people of the colony, who
saw in him the type of Governor most pleasing to
them. Lord Jersey was succeeded by Sir William
TJobert DtiflF, who arrived in the colony on the 29th
]\L'iy, IS 93.

On the 11th February, 1S02, there was a run on
the Xew South Walc's Savings Bank, a semi-govern-
ment institution. This was the result of a malicious
and absolutely groundless rumour. The Government,
notified that the bank had its support and the run
ceased. Twelve months afterwards occurred the
most serious financial crisis that Australia has ex-
perienced, a crisis which shook the credit of the col-

ony to its foundations, but which was not alto-

gether unexpected. The Government of Xew South
Wales had prepared a Bill for the regulation of
Banking, but, after m..ture consideration, it was not
considered advisable to introduce the Bill, lest its

stringent provisions should have the effect of has-
tening the fall of certain institutions whose collap&a
appeared inevitable. The crisis was an Australian
one, but most severely felt in the three eastoni colo-
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nks and in Tusiuania. The li,,t to feel the aualvi-n-
wg of I he public distrust worn thn buildirij": societies
and land eompanics, and a unmber of tlu-v, fn.m
the loose and un|.rincipl(d way in which tlicir busi-
ncsa Lad been conducted, were unable to resist the
drain «m^ their resources, and their fall nnderniined
the position of kindred societies that otherwise would
have been perfectly safe. Bank after bank sus-
pended payment and panic was in the air. Sir
George l)ibl)s was premier at tiie time, and, with
the consent of Parliament, took tlie bold step of de-
claring bank-notes legal tender and of advancing to
any one who applied legal tender Treasury Xotes
to the extent of half the amount of sueh person's
current account locked up in the suspended banks.
These Treasury Xotes were payable in gold at the
expiration of five years from time of issue. The
action of the Government tended greatly lo allay the
panic, as will be seen from the fact that although
the Treasury might have b'cn called upon to advance
£2,100,000 against current accounts, the ?nm actu-
ally applied for was only £3.")S,000. It was long,
how-^cr, before ])ublic coinidenco fully recovered
from the staggering blow which it received at tlio

bink crisis, and it is admitted that were it not for
the courageous action of Sir George Dibbs at every
phase of the crisis, the effects would have been still

more deplorable.

In 1804 occurred the ieath of Sir Alfred Stephen,
thirty-five years a judge and twenty-nine years
Thief-Justice of New South Wales. He was "born
at St. Kitts in the West Indies in the year 1802, and
was therefore 92 years of age at the time of Ins
death. Sir Alficd Stephen was several times AJ-
miuistrator of the Governiiicnt vl l\c» Svuth Wales
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and in \f^7rt was appointed Licutonant-Govprnnr. n

post wliioh he held at hia death. He was the n ip-

ient of many honours from the Crown, and was willi-

out doubt one of the most distiiifjuishcd fif^ures in

the history of Australia. Early in the following
year another notable personage passed away, viz.,

Sir William INfontagiie ilanninp, Ohaneellnr of the
I niverriity of Sydney ami a member of the Tx^^isla-

tivo Conneil of New South Wales. Sir William
^Manning was solicitor-j^eneral at thf tin." respon-
sible government was iiitrodufod, and was lor many
years a judpo of the Supreme Court.

In Mareh, IsO,"), died Sir William Kobert Duff,
Oovernor of the colony in sueers'^ion to xhe Earl of
Jersey. Sir Robert was sixty years of ape at his
(Irath and had been in the colony less than two years.
It is noteworthy that he is the first Governor of New
South Wales who died in office.

Reference has been made to the outcry raised
against the administration of justice and the action
of the judge in the Mount Ronnie ease. Some nine
years later, tlie same judge presided over the trial

of a case of attempted murder, and his conduct of tlie

trial provoked a cry of indignation even greater
than took place in 1886, when tlie lads concerned in
tlie Mount Rennie affair were condemned, George
Dean, an ignorant and obscure ferry boat captain,
growing tired of his wife, to whom he had been
married a few years only, attempted to get rid of her
by the aid of poison. The attempt was somewhat
clumsy, and the case appeared clear to the magis-
trate who conducted the preliminary investigation.

Dean was committed to take his trial in the Supreme
Court and his defence was undertaken by a solicitor

nn'ned j.Je"gi{cr, .^ilr. JuctiCc A ini-icycjf pi'Csiucd.
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at the trial nnd Dean was foiiiul puilty and scntonpod
to Ik' hanj^ed. The jury however rocomni'iulcd him
to nu rev, on the ground that he liad Ixn-n instrumen-
tal in 8avin<; several persons from drowning. Beforo
the Executive Couneil could deal with the ease, there
arose a strong public agitation, nut merely for tlio

commutation of the eomlcmncd nianV- scntciiee, but
for his release, on tb" ground that \h- had had an
unfair trial. The cause of George ^*

-as taken
up in tho most extraordinary way . oy many
representative persons. lie was speedily trans-

formed from a murderer into a hero. Had he not
at the risk of his life saved tlie lives of his tVllowa^

Was the theory of wife poisoning compatible with
his fine, open, engaging countenance? Jlis manly
bearing? His previous good conduct? The agita-

tion prevailed, and although the judge was ab^^olutely

convinced of the prisoner's guilt, liis sentence was
commuted to imprisonment for life. This however
did not satisfy Dean's friends and the agitation con-

tinued. Xot only was Dean not deserving of death
at the hands of his country, but he was a deeply
injured man, whose wife and mother-in-law had ad-

ministered poison to the wife herself, in order to

secure the hanging of the unfortunate husband. Tlio

judge came in for the most severe castigation, and it

was unfortunate that there were incidents connected
with the trial which savoured of unfairness towards
the prisoner, and so liis friends claimed for Dean
his unconditional release. The persons chimouring
for Dean's release were in a position to make their

voices heard, for Meagher, the prisoner's solicitor,

who had since the beginning of the agitation and
on the strength of bis advocacy of the claims of in-

jured innocence, been elected to Parliament, was
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able to plead his cause before the highest tribunal

of the land. A Royal Commission was appointed

to re-open the case, wL.'?h after hearing much fresh

evidence, especially in regard to the character of the

parties, came to the conclusion that George Dean
was not guilty. So the man was pardoned and
released.

Shortly after his release had been ordered it trans-

pired that Meaglicr, George Dean's solicitor, had said

that he was aware of his client's guilt and the matter
was mentioned in the Legislative Council, and after-

wards Sir Julian Salomons, to whom Meagher had
disclosed the fact that he knew Dean was guilty,

moved the adjournment of the Council and made an
important statement to the House with r<^gard to the

matter. ^leagher replied in the Assembly to Sir

Julian's speech, and flatly denied having made any
admissions whatever touching his client's guilt, while

Dean followed this up with an affidavit in which ho

solemnly protested his innocence. The Attorney-

General, having proof of Dean's guilt and feeling

certain of his position, issued warrants for the ar-

rest of Messrs. Crick and Meagher on a charge of

attempting to defpat the ends of justice. Mr.
Crick easily cleared himcelf, ar.d Mea.Ejher, by a

stiitement made in his place in Parliament, con-

fessed that he had deceived his partner and th(3

country and expressed his sorrow for iiis coiuluct.

^Meagher resigned his seat in the Assembly and was
further punished by being struck off the roll of

solicitors. George Dean having received a pardon
for his atlompted murder could not therefore be sent

back to gaol for that crime, but he was rearrested for

perjury in connection with his affidavit and, l>oing

found guilty, was sent to penal scrvituie for four-
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teen years. The Dean case is distinguishable from
other criminal cases from the fact that it was the
means by which several promising careers were
v.-recked, and by which the reputations of several
persons who stood high in the political life of the
country were imperilled.

Sir Henry Parkes died on 27th April, 1896. Ho
was for many years before his death the most con-
spicuous figure in the public life of Australia, and
had administered the affairs of New South Wales
for a longer period than any other person. Born ;l^

Stoneleigh in Warwickshire he had very littl.'

fecliooling, having been compelled at a very early ago
to earn his own living. The want of early education
he made up for by constant study and wide reading,
80 that in his after life he was amongst the best in-

formed persons in the colony. He was twenty-four
years of age when he left his native country to" settle

in Australia, and his early experience of colonisation
was extremely bitter, as he arrived in New Soutli
Wales shortly before the acute crisis of 1843, and
necessity compelled him to follow any occupation
however uncongenial at which he could earn a liveli-

hood. In 1848 he made his first appearance in
politics as one of the secretaries of the committee
which secured the election of RobertLowe, afterward a

Lord Sherbrooke, as represcnlativo of tlie town of
Sydney in the Legislative Council, and in 1849 he
became closely identified with the agitation for the
abolition of transportation. His entrance on the
possession of political power may however bo dated
from_ the year 1850, when Mr. Parkes began the pub-
lication of the Empire newspaper, which he carriod
on for seven years. Tlie Empire from a literary ji-id

political point of view was very ably conducted. Mr.
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Parkes soon became a person of great consequence.

He strongly opposed Wentwortli's constitution and

allied himself with men of strong democratic lean-

ings, and was one of the iirst men of importance to

encourage tlie demand for an eight-hour day. In

1853 he made an unsuccessful attempt to enter the

old elective Legislative Council as a member for

Sydney, but next year he was successful. Thence-

forward he was in the front rank of politics, but the

political career of Sir Henry Tarkes does not need

recounting as it is written in the history of this col-

ony. Sir Henry Parkes was knighted in the year

1877, a similar honour being conferred upon his old-

time opponent, John Robertson.

Sir Henry was a very voluminous writer on politi-

cal subjects, but besides lie published several volumes

of poetry, as well as a lengthy work of semi-auto-

biographical character entitled' Fifty Years of the

Making of Australian History. Sir Henry Parkes

often claimed that his name was affixed to more

acts of Parliament than any other person's, and

his boast was a just one. Of all the laws of major

importance with which his name was associated, he

was most proud of the Municipalities Act, the Volun-

teer Act, Public Instruction Act, and the Railways

Act, all very comprehensive measures.

The Government of Sir George Dibbs gave way in

1894 to one formed by Mr. G. H. Rcid. The now

ministry had difficulties with the Legislative Council

almost from the start of its cari^er; the Council

differing with the Government in regard to its policy

of direct taxation. Mr. Reid's ministry succeeded

in passing several measures of primary importance.

Of these the principal ones were a Customs Act in-

troducing a policy of extreme free trade j Acts iui-

il
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posing Land and Income taxes; a Public Service
Act placing the appointment and promotion of offi-

cers of the State in the hands of three commission-
ers independent of political control ; a Crown Lands
Act, and the Federal Enabling Act. ]V[r. Reid lost

office in September, 1899, having held his post for
five years and one month, a longer period than any
previous premier; he was succf ded by Mr. W. J.
Lyne, under the auspices of whose government the
'New South Wales contingent was sent to South
Africa.
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PART THREE.

VICTORIA.
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CHAPTER IX.

VOYAGES OF DISCOVERT.

Victoria has the vlistinction of containing: the

first portion of Aastralia sip^hted bj Cap::ain Cook

in 1770. From Point Hicks, however, he turned

northwards, and for nearly tliirtj years the sonth-

eastern corner of the continent remained undis-

turbed by visits from white men. At the beginning

of the year 1798, hoAvevcr, George Bass, in a whale-

boat manned by six sailors, after touching at Ram
Head and rounding Wilson's Promontory, where ho

encountered the strong tides which suggested to him

the existence of the strait which now bears his

name, cast anchor in "Western Port. J laving re-

paired his craft, he made some examination of the

harbour. The scarcity of fresh water was a great

difficulty, the only supply discoverable l>eing fur-

nished by a winding creek on its ea'teni side. Dur-

ing his stay only a few blacks were seen and a few

kangi.ro>js
;"

" but black swans went by hundreds in a

flight, and ducks—a small but excellent kind—by
thousands."

Three years later, Lieutenant Grant, in the Ladi/

^Mia*
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Nelson, visited Western Port. At his arrival he

found Schnapper Island (so named by him) " cov-

ered with seals, numbers of which on our approach

precipitated themselves into the sea, whilst others

remained on the rocks, making a very disagreeable

noise, somewhat like the grunting of pigs. They
were of large size, many of them being nearly equal

to that of a bullock." The whole of the coast, in

fact, aboimded with these animals and soon became

the resort of sealers. Grant gave a more favourable

description of the surrounding district than many
succeeding voyagers. He found an extensive and

level country, where thr soil was rich and the grass

abundant. In his opinion there was no land about

Sydney or Parramatta better adapted for agriculture.

Grant, indeed, may be regarded as the pio-ieer of

farming in Victoria. Having discovered, on the

coast a beautiful well-wooded island, he conceived

the idea of clearing a space and planting a garden

upon it. The sole implement of husbandry possessed

by his people was a coal shvvel; but as the soil was
loose and easily worked, the shovel proved equal to

the task. Various seeds wore sown, and when, six

m'^nths later. Lieutenant Murray, who succeeded to

the command of the Lady Nelson, returned to

Western Port, he visited the island, which Grant liad

named Churchill Island, and held the first Victorian

harvest-home. The wheat was found to be in full

vigour, " six foot high and almost ripe." The onions

had also " grown into seed," bu* the potatoes had
disappeared, having evidently been devoured by bush

animals. " I never," "Murray says, " saw finer

wheat or com in my life, the straw being very

nearly as large as young sugar-cane." Victorians,

who very properly pride themselves upon the present

••\
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advanced state of agriculture in their colony, may
recall with pleasure this first attempt at wheat

growing.

Having sent his lieutenant, Bowen, to investigate

the entrance of Port Phillip and having received a

favourable report from him, Murray removed from

Western Port, and on the 15th February, 1802,

guided the Lady Nelson, all her sails set, into a

vast land-locked hay, which he called Port King, but

which is now known as Port Phillip. Murray,

whose log is more than usually interesting, described

the southern shore as consisting of " bold high land

not clothed, as all the land of Western Port is, with

thick bush, but with stout trees of various kinds,"

in some places " falling nothing short in beauty and

appearance to Greenwich Park." To the east were

mountains, one of which he called Arthur's Seat, in

memory of the hill overlooking Edinburgh. Getting

out of his boat, he went ashore and " walked through

woods for a couple of miles. The ground was hard

and pleasant to "alk upon," and no undergrowth im-

peded their progress. The next day he made further

explorations and had a brush with a party of treach-

erous aboriginals. " On the 8th March the United

Colours of Great Britain and Ireland were hoisted

on board and on Point Patterson, and at one

o'clock, under a discharge of three volleys of small

arms and artillery, the port was taken possession of

in the name of His Majesty George the Third, etc."

The lieutenant naively adds :
" Served double allow-

ance of grog."

Owing probably to the failure of provisions and to

the fact that his boats were unseaworthy ^Murray was

imable to make a thorough survey of the harbour.

That was reserved for Flinders, who, in the Investi-
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gator, entered Port Phillip on the 27th April of the

same year. At first he supposed it to be Western
Port, although the narrow entrance did not corre-

spond with the de" ription given by Bass. In the

course of his 8ui . jy Flinders failed to find any
" runs of fresh water." In 1803, however, Mr,
Grimes, surveyor-general of New South Wales,
found several streams, and " in particular a small

river falling into the northern head of the har-

bour." The river was no doubt the Yarra, and is

marked in the chart subsequently prepared by Flin-

ders.

In recording these preliminaries to the settlement

of Victoria, it is necessary to bear in mind that at the

beginning of the nineteenth century England was
in the midst of a life ana death struggle with Na-
poleon. No actual fighting occurred in Australian
waters, but it is quite clear the British authorities

had to keep a watchful eye on the movement of

all French vessels in the South Seas. It is equally

clear that the various expeditions fitted out by Na-
poleon had more than scientific objects in view.

French rivalry and the danger of French annexation
were solid facts and had to be reckoned with by the

early colonists of Australia. That the danger was
not of a more serious character can only be ascribed

to two things—to pure luck, and the destruction of
the French naval power by Nelson.

It was the fear of French aggression constantly

pressed upon the motive of the Colonial Office by
Governor King, that led to the first attempt to plant

a colony in Victoria. Acting on King's advice, the

Imperial Government despatched in 1803 H.M.S.
Calcutta and the transport Ocean with 2 ;0 convicts;

the whole expedition being under the ' mmand of

' ^^i •
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Colonel David Collins, formerly Advocate-General

of New South Wales. Collins, who had almost a free

hand in the choice of a site, decided to give Port

Phillip a trial. The Calcutta arrived there on the

10th October, and found the Ocean already at anchor.

Before landing, Collins spent two days exploring the

bay, and the impression he formed was extremely un-

favourable. The soil was pronounced sandy and un-

fit for cultivation ; water could be procured only by

soakage into perforated casks sunk in the sand ; and

hostile blacks were reported to be in great strength

at the head of the bay. It was easy for a man of his

turn of mind to conjure up difficulties. His orders,

however, obliged him to land and discharge the store-

ship. The spot selected, now known as Sorrento, was

a series of sand-hills, by no means calculated to allay

the morbid apprehensions which he had entertained

from the beginning. A camp was formed and then

fresh troubles arose. The convicts were not easy to

manage. Some of them escaped into the bush.

Among the escapees was one William Buckley, who
was found thirty years afterwards living in a state of

savagery.

Collins' reports were so gloomy and so disparaging

that Governor King sanctioned the removal of the

settlement either to Port Dalrymple. or to the Der-

went. Collins made all haste to strike camp and de-

part from a spot where ho had beon a prey to morbid

misgivings, which found utterance in predictions

that sound strangely in modem ears.

" When all the disadvantages," he wrote, " at-

tending the bay are publicly known, it cannot be sup-

posed that commercial people will be very desirous of

visiting Port Phillip." This forebndiiis^ cai? only be

matched by the parting shot of a lieutenant on the
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Calcutta, who wrote that the " Kangaroo seems to
reign undisturbed lord of the soil—a dominion which,
by the evacuation of Port Phillip, he is likely to rn-

tain for ages."

The failure of Collins' expedition was not an un-
mixed evil. It certainly gave Port Phillip an evil

reputation which it by no means deserved, but it

saved Victoria from tho stain of convictism.
The evacuation took place in 1804, and but for the

visits of sealers and whalers, the Port Phillip region
was left severely alone for the next twenty years.

The authorities, it is true, always had an uneasy feel-

ing that France might pounce upon a district which
England had failed to occupy eflfectively. They con-
tented themselves, however, with simply watching
the course of events. The sealers and whalers planted
stations along the coasts and the trade prospered ; but
it was none of their business to open the eyes of the

Government to the possible value of the country;
even if they had any views on the subject, which is

doubtful. Very little was done until Hamilton
Hume and Captain Tlovell, in 1824-, made the first

overland journey from Xcw South Wales to Port
Phillip. On November 16th they arrived at the
banks of a broad serpentine river, the approaeli to

which was rendered difficult by a succession of la-

goons. This was the white man's first sight of the

Murray. Foiir days later they succeeded in crossing

it by means of a boat " hastily constructed of wicker
covered with tarpaulins." Their course then lay
across tributaries of tho Murray and various spurs

of the Dividing Range, until, from Mount Hodo-
meter, they beheld a wide panorama of plain and
forest country, extending to the utmost verge of the

horizon. Pursuing their journey southward over the

I >.
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plains, they siuldonly found themselves in view of

thfi sea. The land in the immediate vicinity they

described as excellent, but clear of timber. Tho
" water near the sh o was covered with wild fowl ;

"

among them many ducks and black swans, which

enabled them to replenish their larder.

It is more than probable that both tho explorers

wero under the impression that the point rea' ' d was

on the shores of Western Port. Hume's Icn show

that he, as well as his companion, at first e- rtained

this idea. Afterwards, however, ho gave o. i that he

did not share the mistake into Avhich, he said, Hovell

alone had fallen. The wordy warfare between the

explorers is not cheerful reading and is not of much
interest now. Their actual achievement, on the

other hand, was of the utmost importance. The ex-

pedition disclosed the existence '" much fine sheep

countrv and removed the condemnation imder which

Victo, 1 had lain since tho attempt of Collins.

Partly as a result of the glowing reports brought

back by Ilume and Hovell, and partly as a result of

renewed apprelicnsion of French design. Governor

Darling made an effort to plant a colony at Western

Port. The expedition consisted of a party of con-

victs, in charge of Captains Wright and W^etherell,

who were accompanied by Hovell, the explorer.

They landed on Phillip Island, where they found a

party of sealers ; but afterwards removed their camp
to the eastern side of the port. At first they were

disposed to think well of the locality, but many dis-

advantages were discovered. The shores were sur-

rounded by mud flats and the country inland was
reported to be sterile, swampy, and impenetrable.

Captain Wright informed the Gr)vernor that Western

Port did " not possess sufficient capabilities for colon-
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isation on a large scale." It is but fair to the

memory of ITovclI to say that, in a report furnished

by him, a much more hopeful view of the situation

WPS tak^n. The abandonment of the settlement can-

not in justice be ascribed to him.

v*T
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father, who also paid a brief visit to Western Aus-

tralia. On the way thither he is said to have called

at Portland Bay, which impressed him as a suitable

place for settlement.

When the Hentys reached Tasmania they found

that the system of making free grants of land had

been abolished the year before, and that there was,

consequently, little scope for operations on a largo

scale. This circumstance caused them to turn their

attention to Portland Bay, the country in the vicinity

of which they appear to have explored. Memorials

were presented to the Home Government asking per-

mission to acquire property there, but before the ques-

tion was dealt with, Edward and Stephen Henty had

chartered a ship and conveyed live stock, implements

and labourers to Portland Bay. The die was cast,

the promoters of the enterprise knowing that they ran

the risk of receiving no protection or authorisation

from the Government. All that Mr. Henty now
Bought was a pledge that should Portland Bay ever

become a Government colony, his possession should

be confirmed. This pledge Lord Aberdeen refused to

give, although he held out some hope that Mr.
Henty's " pretensions to any land, actually brought

into cultivation and surrounded by a fence, might be

favourably regarded at a future occasion." Thia

was in 1835, and in fulfilment of the vague promise

then made, the Messrs. Henty received in 1846 a

grant of land in or near the town of Portland, esti-

mated at the time to be worth £2,000.

The success which attended the enterprise is clear

proof of the ability and pluck of the founders of

Portland. They imported, in small sailing vessels,

sheep, cattle, pigs ; they cultivated the ground ; and

to sheep-farming and agriculture they added whaling,
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which at first was a profitable industry. So rapid
was the progress made that six years after the com-
mencement -f operations, they estimated the value
of their improvements to be £15,000. They had six

separate stations, three of which were in the open
country about sixty miies inland. Their house at

Portland Bay contained twelve rooms; and round
the homestead clustered barns, stores, stables, black-

smith's shop, carpenter's shop, dairy, etc. At that

time fifty-three persons were employed on their

estate. They had also cleared a considerable area of

land, and made a pjood road to their inland stations,

in the course of which three rivers had to be bridjyed.

When in 1840 'Mr. Blair was sent as police magis-
trate to Portland Bay, he reported that the town-
ship contained at least 100 souls, and that the popula-
tion of the entire district amounted to 600. During
the preceding twelve months forty-nine vessels had
visited the port, and ifr. Blair anticipated that 1,700
bales of wool were likely to be shipped that year.

It was this settlement that Major Mitchell found
in 1836 to be the only outpost of civilisation in a

country whose natural attractions had drawn from
him the title Australia Felix. It was a red-letter

day when the surveyor-general of New South
Wales, issuing from the hitherto untrodden interior,

shook hands with Edward Ilenty in the blacksmith's

shop at Portland Bay.
Six years previously Captain Sturt had made his

famous journey do%vn the Murray to the sea. But
his expedition was almost wholly riverine, and con-

sequently threw little light upon the country between
the lower Murray and the path followed by Ilnme.
Mitchell, after confirming Sturt's opinion that the

Darling joined the Murray, crossed the latter river

•N^^ .

V^. .»

\
'Vi'

' |x

" ?



i i'

180 PROGRESS OF AUSTRALASIA.

m
11;

•II I 1 i

'»! J:
' ', "^

•

1;

juhb below its junction with the Murrumbidgee, and

entered upon a memorable tour of discovery. With

every step he took his elation grew higher and higher,

and his narrative is, in consequence, full of a cheery,

almost poetic, optimism that contrasts pleasantly

with the deadly monotony so characteristic of Ausr

tralian tales of exploration. The reflections that o(>

curred to him when seated on the top of Pyramid

Hill mav be taken as a fair specimen of the enthusi-

asm with which this goodly country inspired him.

" The scene," he savs, " was different from anything

I had ever before Witnessed, either in New South

Wales or else.vhere, a land so inviting and still with-

out inhabitants. As T stood, the first intruder on the

sublime solitude of these verdant plains as yet un-

touched by flocks anu herJs, I felt conscious of being

the harbinger of mignty changes there; for our steps

would soon be followed by the men and animals for

which it seemed to hav- been prepared." Crossing

and naming the TWden and Avoca, delighted at

every stage bv the sight of beautiful streams and val-

levs and grassv forest-land, he skirted the Dividing

Range, and on July 18th reached the headwaters of

the Wimmera. Twelve days later he struck the Glen-

elg; and launching his boats, proceeded down the

river through country " the finest imaginable, either

for sheep or cattle or cultivation."

On the 27t]i August the expedition reached the

sea, where Mitchell was disappointed at finding a

Bandy bar instead of a good harbour. Still supposing

liimself the onlv white intruder on these fertile wilds,

he returned to' his depot up the Glenelg, and then

made a journey on horseback to the east. From

Mount Napier be obtained his first view of Portland

Bay, about fifteen miles distant. What he found
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there on the followiu ,- day and his surprise thereat
may be best described in his own language. " Pro-
ceeding round the bay with the intention of exam-
ining the head of the inlet and continuing along the
shores as far as Cape Bridgewater, I was struck
witli the resemblance to houses that some supposed
grey rocks under the grassy cliffs presented; and
wliile I directed my glass towards them, my servant
Brown said he saw a brig at anchor ; a fact of which
I was soon convinced, and also that the grey rocks
were in reality wooden houses. We ascended these

cliffs near the wooden houses, which proved to be
some deserted sheds of the whalers. One shot was
heard as we drew near these sheds, and another on
our ascending the rocks. I then became somewhat
apprehensive that the parties might either be, or sup-
pose us to be, bushrangers, and to prevent, if possible,

some such f;wkward mistake, I ordered the men to
fire a gun and sound the bugle; but on reaching the
higher ground we discovered not only a beaten track,

but the track of two carts, and while ws were fol-

lowing up the latter a man came towards us from
the face of the cliffs. lie informed me in answer to
my questions that the vessel at anchor was the Eliza-
beth of Launcpston; and that just round the point
there was a considerable farming establishment be-

longing to the Messrs. Ilenty, who were then at the
house."

He was kindly received by the Hentys, and dur-
ing his stay was greatly impressed by the flourishing
condition of the settlement. " A good garden
stocked with abundance of vegetables already smiled
on Portland Bay ; the soil was very rich on the over-
hanging cliffs, and the potatoes and turnips produced
there surpassed in magnitude and quality any I
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had ever seen elsewhere. I learned that the bay was

much resorted to by vessels engaged in the whaling

industry, and that upwards of 700 tons of oil had

been shipped there that season. Messrs. Henty were

importing sheep and cattle as fast as vessels could

bring them over."

On the return journey Mitchell made a detour to

the east, discovering more valuable country, ready to

the hand of the coloniser. From Mount Macedon he

recognised Port Phillip and the intervening coun-

try around it,
" at a distance afterwards ascertained

to be upvards of fifty miles from Indented Head,

which proved to be the first cape I saw. At that

vast distance I could trace no signs of life about the

harbour." He does not appear to have been aware

of the events which were taking place at Port Phillip

and which will be described in the next chapter.

i
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CHAPTEE XL

BATMAN AND FAWKNEB.

In the san/e year in which the Hentys settled at

Portland Bay an association was formed in Tasmania
to obtain land for pastoral purposes in the Port Phil-
lip district. The promoter of this company was John
Batman, a native of Parramatta, who since 1821
had resided in Tasmania, where he had distincrnished
himself by cai)turing the noted husliranger Brady.
In 1827 he had applied for leave to join Wright's
settlement in Western Port, proposing to ship there
steck to the value of £5,000. His application was
dismissed, but when the success of Henty's venture
got to be known, he determined to act without official

authority, in the hope that his intended occupation
would be respected by the Government. His plan was
to open up communication with the natives and ob-

tain from them grants of land ; and it does not seem
to have occurred to him that the Government might
question the validity of any contracts made between
himself and the natives.

Accompanied by a few white men and some New
South Wales aborigines, he left Launceston on the
12th ^fay, 1835. Bad weather ensued, and the voy-
age to Port Phillip took nineteen days. He landed
first at Indented Head, where he soon satisfied him-
self that the adjoining country was well adapted for
sheep-rearing. On the second day he endeavoured to

get into touch with some blacks whose fires had been

vV.
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seea the previous evening. On arrival at the spot it

was found that the natives had departed. The ex-

plorers thereupon gave chase, and ultimately came

up with a party of twenty women and twenty four

children, to whom they made a liberal present of

blankets and trinkets, hoping thereby to enlist the

friendly feeling of the tribe to which they belonged.

Some days after, the Rebecca was sailed up the bay

to the mouth of the Yarra, where the party landed.

Following the left bank of the river, they came upon

parklike pasture lands, which must have gladdened

the heart of Batman, who was an experienced pastor-

alist. Two days they marched through similar coim-

try, till at last they came up with the tribe they were

in search of. The meeting place is usually located

on the banks of the Merri Creek, but authorities dif-

fer on the point. Friendly relations having been

established, Batman explained to his own satisfaction

and apparently to the satisfaction of the natives the

nature of the proposals he had to make. It was his

desire, he said, to purchase from them a tract of

country upon which he and his family might settle

with flocks of sheep and herds of cattle. In return

for the land he undertook to pay them an annual

tribute, in addition to the purchase " money," which

consisted of blankets, knives, etc., so arranged as to

whet the appetite of the simple black fellow. Little

persuasion was required. With alacrity and evident

light-heartedness, the chiefs attached their marks to

a contract which had been drawn up in skeleton be-

fore Batman left Launccston. By this deed they

were supposed to have made over to Batman's com-

pany a tract of country extending from Merri Creek

to Indented Head, in all about 600,000 acros. It is

hardly necessary to say that they had no idea of the
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meaning of the contract, and that for the same dis-play of gifts they would have signed their own death
warrant Batman, however, seems to have been un-aware of the humour of the situation

Elated with this stroke of business, he reioined
the i^eftecca which was lying at anchor in the Yarra,and after selecting a site which he considered suit-

ThL ^ *l r!
'^'' ^^ r^"'""'^

^"^ I°^^"t«d Head.There he left some of Ins party, with instructions,
no doubt, to warn off possible interlopers. The
leader lumself repaired to Tasmania to report the
success of his negotiations and to enlist the interest
of Governor Arthur in the proposed settlement.

Po^"pM?r Tf""u ^ r^^ e'^Pedition appeared in
ort i'h llip. This had been organised bv John Pas-

coe I awkner, originally for the purpose of taking up
land in the vicinity of Western Port. The expedi-
tion which, owing to the illness of Fawkner, was ledby Captain Lancey, not finding that district to its

i. ?lf' Tfil* T"'^ ^^ ^^'^ ^^""P' ^bi^h was entered
on the 16th August, 1835. On the 29th the Enter-
prise the craft in which they sailed, proceeded up
the Yarra for about eight miles, when some falls
prevented their further progress by water. This
spot, the same as that already selected for a village
by Jiatman was surrounded by picturesque undu-
lating country, lightly timbered, and parklike in
appearance. Having landed their belongings, the
immigrants lost no time in setting to work to clear
the ground for a camp. In the midst of their work
they were interrupted by the unexpected appearance
of one of Batman's party, who ordered them off the
ground as the property of the Association. Thev
refused to go, and Batman's representative withdrew.
lie returned again with others of the party, prepared

V
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to eject their rivals by force. After some altercation,

the Fawknerites agreed, on the receipt of £20, to

cross to the other side of the stream. Not long after-

wards, however, Fawkner arrived with more men

and re-occupied the site from which his followers

had retired. By that time it was apparent that Bat-

man's claim could not be regarded as valid.

The feud between the rival settlers was not ot long

duration. Both were soon swamped by the inrush of

colonists, who cared nothing for the original com-

panies and their claims. Once started, the settlement

advanced with a rapidity surprising even in colonial

history. At the end of the year 18C5 it consisted of

"two weather-boarded huts, with brick chimneys,

and eight or ten sodden erections." The population

numbered about fifty, and the live stock comprised a

few horses, 100 heac* tf cattle and 1,400 sheep. In

the middle of the year 1838 the place had grown out

of recognition. " Brick buildings were numerous,

some boasting two and even three stories '' Hotels

had sprung up; streets were mac tmists! banks

.: -id agencies of all kinds were established. U.. every

side were evidences of an almost feverish activity

and enterprise. The first newspaper—owned by

Fawkner—came out on January 1st, 1838; but the

first nine issues being in manuscript, the circulation

was limited to one copy, which was displayed at

Fawkner's Hotel for the benefit of the public.

For a time all the new arrivals came from Tas-

mania, bringing their cattle and sheep by sea. But

Hume and Mitchell had shown the way to the no-

madic pastoralists of the north, who soon began to

pour their flocks and herds across the Murray. In

those days they were known as the " overlanders."

Attacked thus from north and south, the Port Phillip
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territory was in a few years overspread by settlers,
chiefly sheep-farmers.

In the meantime the authorities in Sydney, unable
to restrain the movements just recorded, were obliged
to take steps to put the settlement on a legal basis
and to regulate the acquirement of land. It was im-
possible for the Government to recognise the treaty
which Batman had made with the natives. As Pro-
fessor Jenks puts it, " either Port Phillip was Brit-
ish territory or it was not. If it was, the aborigines
could make no title without the consent of the Crown

;

if it was not, the settlers would have no claim to Brit-
ish protiction—might indeed be treated as political
enemies,"

Under these circumstances Sir Richt * Bourke
issued (August, 1835) a proclamation in which he
claimed that the Port Phillip settlement was within
the limits of New South Wales. He warned the
settlers that treaties made with the aboriginal na-
tives were null and of no effect against the Crown,
and that all persons found in possession of lands
without licenses would be considered trespassers and
punished accordingly. After the lapse of a year,
during which the southern colonists continued to
exist very well without the machinery of law or gov-
ernment, Mr. Stewart was despatched from Sydney
with instructions to examine into the condition of
Port Phillip. On his arrival he found that the settle-
ment consisted of 177 white persons, who occupied
about " 100 miles of rountry." Scattered over this
area were 100 Load of cattle, 57 horses, and 26,500
sheep. The result of this enquiry was that the Gov-
ernor formally declared the district open for colon-
isation, and appointed Mr. William Lonsdale to act
as Police Magistrate. The Home Government con-

'i.
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curred, practically giving Bourke a free hand, and

thus abandoning its academic objections to the fur-

ther dispersion of the colonists.

In 1837 Bourke paid an official vit>it to the settle-

ment, in the course of which he laid out the site of

Melbourne, which had hitherto been known aa the

" Settlement " or by the curious title Boarbrass. In

the report to the Secretary of State he recommended

the appointment of a Lieutenant-Governor or Com-
mandant; advice which was shortly afterwards car-

ried into effect.

In the following year a magistrate was appointed

to the Batman settlement at Corio Bay, a settlement

that ultimately grew into the town of Greelong. Bat-

man after a short struggle had abandoned his claims,

and the Government allowed the Association to pur-

chase lands to the value of £7,000. In 1836 the

Association ceased to exist.

i »

f i
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In July, 1839, Mr. '^harloa Latrobe was gazetted

Superintendent of Port Phillip, with powers that

would have been more correctly covered by the term

Lieutenant-Governor. Durinp the early years of his

administration the progress of the colony continued

to be rapid, and so uiit;ventful that it is difficult to

fasten upon points of general interest. For some

time the population doubled itself every year, and

flocks began to roam over the greater part of the

territory. From New South Wales numbers of squat-

ters passed south of the ilurray. They were an en-

terprising race, most of them of good family, " offi-

cers of the army and navy, graduates of Oxford and

Cambridge." Such men Jorought a new element into

bush life.

Systematic exploration was not neglected. In

1840 Angus Macmillan discovered the fertile district

now known as GippslanJ; Strzeleclvi, after tracing

the Murray to its source in the Australian Alps and

discovering and naming Mount Kosciusko, traversed

the Omeo district, and then crossing the Dividing

Eango explored the magnificent country between the

mountains and the sea. Adventurous squatters soon

followed in the wake of the explorers.

The native question in Victoria was never really

BPriouB. At one time, it is true, isolated outrages

were not uncommon. Hutb were plundered, sheep

"t
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carried off, shi j .icrds murdered. Hut the blacks

soon ceased from troubling, and no difficulties such

as arose in Tasmania and Quooiisland interfered

with the pt leeful occupation of Victoria. In 1840

stations or villages had bwn laid out along the road

from Sydney to Melbourne and police pruiicdon se-

cured to travoUora; the aborigines were, of course,

not the. only or the chief danger, for bu.shrangiiig

had already luade its appearance.

One of the principal difficulties the Port Phillip

settler had to contend with was the land question.

The first land sales bad been regulated by the policy

laid down by Lord Ripon in IBlil, in pursuance of

which Crown lands could only be di -posed of by pub-

lic auction. The Government fixed a minimum price

and the land went to the highest bidder. The Co-

lonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, how-

ever, wedded to the system in vogue in South .\us-

tralia, where land was allotted to applicants without

competition, at the uniform price of £1 j)er aero,

recommended that the fixed price system sliould be

put into practice at Port Phillip also. Their recom-

mendations were accepttil. Tlio land regulation of

18-10 authorised the continuance of the auction s\s-

tem in towns, the minimum price being fi.xed at £200

per aero. Beyond the town areas, however, there was

to 1)0 no competition, but land was to be sold to appli-

cants in order of application at £1 per acre. Sir

George Gipps was strongly opposed to this measure.

Ho pointed out that by applying it to suburban land

round Melbourne and Geelong, the Government would

lose over a million sterling. Ilis reasoning was soon

confirmed. An English gentleman, Henry Dendy,

purchased from the Commissioners 8,000 squaro

miles of land, on the understanding that he might

1
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select it anywhere outside the limits of Melbourne.
Although this claim was valid in law, the Govcrn-
'^nent refused to allow the transaction and forbade for

i time being the further sale of suburban land.

Owitig to Gipps' vigorous action, the 1840 Regula-
tion gave place to the Crown Lands Sales Act of
IS }2, which restored the system of public auction.

One clause in the new Act—that forbidding the

eale of any land at less than £1 per acre—gave rise

to widespread opposition. The newly-created Legis-

lative Council of 1842 took the matter up, the op-

ponents of the clause declaring that so high a price

would cripple the expansion of the colony. The Gov-
ernor was not to be moved by their arguments. He
pointed out that to give to a small number of settlers,

mere advance guards of a future population of mil-

lions, a moral claim to the whole land of the colony,

W( dd be perpetrating a great injustice upon future

geiu'rations. It would inevitably create a " tyranny
of landowners," on a scale never before witnesiJcd.

The obnoxious clause, as a matter of fact, interfered

in no wii with the sale of land of Port Phillip; on
the contrary, between 1847 and 1850 the sales in-

creased enormdiisly.

In 1842 ;iu act had been passed allowing Port
Phillip to bo represented by six members in the

Legislative Council oi Xew South Wales. On the

occasion of the first election, no fewer than four

of those elected were residents of Sydney; a fact

that boded ill for the permanence of the arrangement.

From tbo outset there was a strong desire for separa-

tion from New South Wales. To have to send their

representatives all the way to Sydney was bad
enniigh ; bi5t to hnvp to frstrust it'? interests to Syd-

ney politicians wad an arrangement that could not

\,^^
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be expected to please a thriving and ambitious col-

ony. The Separation ist cause, curiously enough,

was warmly supported by Dr. Lang, who, in 1844,

moved in the Legislative Council that steps be taken

for " the speedy and entire separation of the district

of Port Phillip from the territory of New South
Wales, and its erection into a separate and independ-

ent colony." The motion was rejected by nineteen

votes to six, the minority including Mr. Robert Lowe
(afterwards Lord Sherbrooke). ^Memorials and pe-

titions were then addressed to the Home Government,
the colonists losing no opportunity of urging their

claims to independence.

The agitation reached a climax in 1848, when the

electors of Port Phillip having induced the local can-

didates to withdraw, went through the farce of elect-

ing Earl Grey, Secretary of State for the Colonies, as

mcjiiber for Melbourne. Although legal opinion
pronounced this election valid, the Governor refused
to be a party to what he regarded as insolent bravado.
No notification was made in the Gazette, and a new
election was ordered, this time Geolong being selected

as head polling-place. The result was that the va-

cancies were filled. The agitation, however, forced
the hands of the Government, and an article was em-
bodied in the Constitution Act of 1850, by virtue of
which article the Port Phillip district became an in-

dependent colony, with the title of Victoria. At that

period its po,mlation was over 76,000 and its exports

amounted to £760,000. Mr. Latrobe waa appointed
first Governor of the colony.
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CHAPTER XIII.

DISCOVERY OF GOLD.

TJp to 1851 the development of Victoria had been
purely pastoral. That year, however, brings to ua
a new era, in which the conditions prevailing both in
New South Wales and Victoria wore transformed by
the most potent of all magics—the discovery of gold.

At the opening of this annus mirabilis a lisaster
occurred which is still remembered with bitterness.
On the 6th February, Black Thursday, a great fire,

fanned by a hot wind, carried devastation over hun-
dreds of miles of country. Before the rush of the
flames people fled from their homes panic-stricken;
horses and cattle stampeded, and were joined by mul-
titudes of terrified b.ish animals, all seeking to escape
the devouring conflagration, which scorched up acres
of forest at a breath. The streets of Melbourne, we
are told, were littered by ashes from the burning
forests of Mount Macedon, nearly fifty miles distant.
A curious pre!"de to the events that followed I

Long before the so-called discovery in 1851 by Mr.
ITargreavfc, gold was known to exist in various parts
of the eastern colonies ; but the fact does not seem to

hav9 created more than a passing curiosity. Strze-
lecki, in 1839, reported the existence of an " aurif-
erous sulphuret of iron" in the Vale of Clwydd;
and a resident of Sydney, the Bov. W. B. Clarke,
declared as early aa 1841 that gold existed in Aua-
tralia.

V
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The authorities, however, feariug the effect upon a
large convict population, discouraged the publication

of such reports. But it is clear that the existence of

gold was known to a good many persons, who for

more or less selfish motives kept the results of thoir

prospecting a profound secret. The Scotch shepherd

who for years had been picking grains of gold from
the rocks in Wellington valley was probably only one

of many clandestine fossickers. In 1849 a Victorian

shepherd brought to ^Melbourne a piece of quartz con-

taining 16 oz. of gold, which, he said, he had picked

up in the Pyrenees. At that time the rush to Cnli-

fornia had sot in, and the exodus from Australia

threatened to become serious unless some local at-

tractions were provided. !More attention was there-

fore given to the rumours then in circulation, and
search parties \\. re sent out in all directions. In
1S51 the sum of £200 was offered for the discovery

of a gold mine within 2()0 miles of Melbourne.

Thereupon discovery followed discovery with start-

ling rapidity; July 5th at Anderson's Creek, Au-
gust Sth at Ruiiinyontr, September Stli at Ballarat,

and on December 10th at Piemlifro. At these places

and others fortunes—so it seemed in the first flush of

excitetnent—were to be made in a few hours.

Governor Latrobe made baste to issue a proclama-

tion |)r()tecting the rights of tht ( "rown. Regula-

tions were issued—copied from those in force in tbo

TiorT'iern colony- and licenses wore i)ffert <1 for sale.

But in the \\',],] scramble and full tide of immigra-

tion, the (lovertior's proclamation fell of. ears that

heard n'^t. There was no Government maehint^ry in

existence capablo of cojilng witJi tin- Audden emer-

gency, and a? a consequence many mistakes were

maut. The methods adopted of iiiuiug and inspect-
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ing licenses were far from being prudent or concili-
atory. The inrush of people continued and in-
creased. By the autumn of 1852 over 70,000 men
were digging for gold in Victoria. A little later
40,000 men might have be<'n seen camixd on the
banks of the Yarrnwee ; 25,000 round Mount Alex-
ander, and 40,000 more at Bendigo. Among this
multitude there wen; many Tasmanian convicts,
many gaol-birds and rrimiiiais from every country in
the world. Rut it would be a mistake to suppose that
the digging population consisted largely of this type

;

on the contrary, the adventurers who poured into
iNrelbourne in timse days were for the most part the
picked men of all classes; men who combined pluck
and determination with the power to endure the pri-
vations that always fall to the lot of diggers in a new
country.

T'^ a government so wholly imprepared as tliat of
Victoria, it was an immense, task to contrid cr to at-
tempt to control tlic invading hordes, many of whom
were lawles-s. and all of whom had a contempt for
officinl Inmgling. Latrobe was powerless and Itadly
advised.

^

" I )igger-hunt.s." held twice a week to dis-
cover unlicensed diir^rfrs, were the source of intense
irritation among all classes of miners. Many of the
officers charged with the enforcement of the license
regulation wore indiscreet, not to say brutal. The
sight of fifty handcuffed diirgers—no uncommon
sight—may have delighted the inexperienced oadct;
in the crowd it roused only the angriest pa^^ions.
To add to ihe Hame, the Government was foolish
enough to propose the increase of the licensing fee
from thirtv shillings to £.1 per month. Tt was urged
that this w;is the only feasible means of meeting the
increased expenditure invulved in maintaining order

\jS^ .,
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upon the gold-fields. Further, it was hoped that un-

successful miners, unable to pay the double fee, would

be induced to return to occupations which, since the

outburst of the gold fever, had been utterly neglected,

to the no small inconvenience of all classes. All

along Latrobe had had misirivings. He was soon to

see that the increase of the fee was a huge blunder.

From all quarters, from the towns as well as the

gold-fields, a furious clamour arose. Tht fee was

denounced as a tyrannous impost, and violent har-

angues were delivered to thousands, in all the great

centres of mining. A reign of anarchy seemed im-

minent. At Forest Creek, one of the speakers, ad-

dressing a vast gathering of 14,000 mon, urged a

refusal to pay any fee whatever. It was ultimately

decided not to pay t'le increased fee and to resort to

force in self-defence. At Goolong a similar meeting

was held and violent diatribes were launched against

the Government. Latrobe, having no means of check-

ing the disorder, was obliged to surrender. The

Gazette notice was withdrawn, the Government pro-

claiming, as if from the housetops, its own weakness

and vacillation.

At this stage it may be as well to recall the " form

anr^ features " of the " roaring days" in Vietorin.

The port of Melbourne was like a vast camp where

thousands arrived every week. They were a motley

host, speaking a babel of languages. Yellow men
from Canton, Malays from Singapore, mingled with

adventurers from every country of Europe, from

America, from the islands of tlio " Seven Seas."

Ship after ship emptied its human cargo, and then

Lay idly in the harbour, crewloss and masterless. In

April, 1R52, forty-seven ships lav deserted in the

stream, unable to find men for the homeward journey.
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One unprotected vessel was robbed of gold dust valued
at £25,000 sterling. In the general confusion such
outrages might be perpetrated with impunity. Law-
lesa spirits, chiefly escaped convicts from over the
btraits, were abroad. They rooked the " new-chum "
and "stuck-up" the successful miner, or, banded
together in ruffianly gangs, waylaid and robbed tho
gold-escorts.

In Melbourne there was not accommodation for a
tithe of the people disgorged by constantly arriving
ships. Tents were pitched in all the open spaces,
and these canvas towns were often the scer^s of in-
decent orgies and acts of rowdvism. Many of the
newcomers were destitute and suffered great hard-
ships, until shelters were erected for them at the pub-
lic expense. For years the stream of immigration
continued. Fifteen thousand arrived bv sea in the
latter half of 18r)l, 90,000 odd in 1852. and in the
three following years nearly a quarter of a million.
The roads leading from the capital to the mining

centres presented scenes scarce equalled in fiction.
These roads were for the most part little more than
bnsh-tracks. With the continual going and coming
of hundreds of drays and thousands of pedestrians,
they became, in wet weather, ever-broadening quag-
mires, in which drays and waggons sank up to tho
axles. Men, women, and even children trudged
nlong, often carrying on their backs such tools aa
were deemed necessary to extract the gold from tho
soil. Every imaginable iype was represented, every
imaginable costume. In tho great throng were men
of every sov^'al layer; men of every profession and
trade down to footpads and criminals eager for the
slitting of throats. Fxciteniont wns on every face;
for the wildest rumours were rife of fortunes won at

v«^.
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a blow of tlio pick. And some of these mmours
were true. As witness the finding of the Canada

Gully nugget, which weighed 1,620 oz.

The scene on the fields was strangely picturesque.

Thousands of tents and huts dotted the landscape.

During the day an army of sun-burned, bearded men
burrowed the earth or wheeled and cradled the golden

dirt; at night they sat round their camp-fires, talk-

ing, smoking, singing; or swelled the throng that

frequented the stores and grog shanties, which latter

were countless and did a " roaring " trade. A week

before, perhaps, what was now a vast encampment

had been but a typical Australian gully, untenanted,

save by a few bush animals.

In the towns and in the country districts outside

the limits " the diggings all the minor industries

were at a standstill. Everybody who could armed

himself with pick and shovel and joined the multi-

tudes proceeding to Ballarat, Bendigo, or Forest

Creek. Although enormous wages were offered, serv-

ants and labourers were often unprocurable. Car-

penters and blacksmiths were greatly in demand at a

pound or twenty-five shillings a day. Cartage to the

fields amounted to as much as £100 a ton. A few far-

sighted men made fortunes by catering for the wants

or vires of the miners, who spent money with the ut-

most freedom. Grog shanties, dancing and gambling

saloons sprang up like mushrooms and throve on the

hard-won earnings of the diggers. In many cases,

perhaps in the majority of cases, the lucky digger,

before quitting the field, fell among speculators and

thieves, and the Croesus of yesterday oftcu found

himself the Lazarus of to-day.

^'
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CHAPTER XIV.
t

EUREKA STOCKADE.

In- 1852 a despatch was received from the Home
Government instructing Mr. Latrobe to place the
gold revenue at the disposal of the Legislature. A
suggestion was also made that additional revenue
might be raised " either by an export duty on gold or
by a royalty." At Latrobe's earnest reciuost rein-
forcements were despatched. Fifty police arrived
and a man-of-war was ordered round from Sydnev.
An Export Duty Rill was introduced, but it wjis
shelved almost immediately, owing to the outbreak of
further disorder at Forest Creek, where at a m.^es
meeting it was resolved to pay no license fee at all,
should an export duty be levied. Ajjain the Goverxt-
ment surrendered. Its helplcL'sness enabled dema-
gogues, agit.itors, and miscrejTnts of all sorts to play
upon the passions of the mob. Every act of the
Government or of the police was '•onstrued into an
act of tyranny. At the Owen's Kiver a man was
killed by tlie accidental discharge of a policrman's
firelock.

^ Result, a riot and more violent oratory.
The police \.ere in the habit <if burning tents, the
occupants of which were found in possc'^-Ion of pri-
vate stills. At Forest Creek they burnt one belong-
ing to innocent men ; whereat a public .neeting was
called and notices were posted, some of which ran
thus: "Down with oppression 1 Diggers, avenge

Cry ' Xo quarter I '
" The magis-

J-
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tratcs hastened to make reparation. The informer
received five years for perjury and the owners of the

tent were awarded damages. The demagogues, how-
ever, balked in their designs, accused the authorities

of bribery.

In August, delegates from all the various mining
centres waited upon the Governor. They poured out

their grievances and made " demands," some of which
were reasonable, but were tendered in a dictatorial

manner. Latrobe said that he would consider, but

that ho had no power to alter existing laws. At a

public meeting convened by the Mayor of ^lelbourne,

the delegates gave free vent to tlicir troubles. Some
of them threatened that if tl'"ir demands wero not

granted a hundred thousan<l diggers would r\\\^ Aiol-

bourne round wiih fire; and ora.rl;. citizeiis saw
with regret that the>e sentiments evoked much sym-

pathy from the audien r. The f L'legates returned

and reported w. the capital was with the miners.

Shortly afterwards Mr. J.atrobe y)nblis}!"<l his reply

to the deputation. He argued the questions in dis-

pute, and en<led l)y producing a mild hon;iIy which

nobody heeded. He said that the law must lii> kept,

and at the same time instructed the gold commission-

ers to refrain from compulsory )uoasures in enforc-

ing it. The Government was af its wils' end, yet it

found rcsolutiim enough to defcpatch loO sdlJieis t>

Bendigo and to land marines to guiini the i^iols in

Melbourne. Furtlier reiiiforcf nr nts were gerting

ready to start f'-om rr.-bart and al-!o from Sydney.

Had those steps beciL taken earlier, (he trouble would

have vanished, and the Government would have been

able to carry out reforms i.M a peaceful manner. La-

trobe was obviously unsuiied to deal with the times.

I'or long he had been au.xious to escape from au office
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v/hich required a more resolute head than his ; it was,
therefore, a relief to him when he was acquainted
with the appointment as Governor of Sir Charles
Ifotham, a distinguished naval officer, known to be
stroni,' as well as urbane and polite.

Ilotham was received with much rejoicing in Mel-
bourne, and also on the gold-fields, which he lost no
time ui -visiting. At Bendigo the miners unyoked his
horses and dra^-ged his carriage into the town, and
t]>o air resounded with expressions of loyalty. Few
at tliat time recognised the determined character of
the now Governor, who had not walked a quarter-
deck i-i vain.

_
It was no sinecure he had taken up. At his ar-

rival the Treasury showed a dcliciency of a million—a result Iw to extravagant expenditure. Tlie dig-
gers shirked tlie [.nynient of license fees, so tliat tho
revenue from fliat source was small. In Julv the
Governor callcl tlio attention of the chief 'com-
missioner to til's irrcj^Milarity, and in Sei>tember he
directed the assistant commissioners shouJil makn a
bi-weekly search for unlicensed miners. This was
regarded as a most unwise step, calculate<l to provoke-
rather than to allay the ferment.
A few days after a minor was killed in a struggle

at Ballanit. "Rentley, the keep' r cf a low public-
house, his wife and a man named Farrell were ar-
rest. 1; but thniigli the evidence wns strong a"ainst
Benlley, he was nnuiitted, tlirough the figency, it
va.-; ciirri ntly re])orted. of the presiding magistrate.
Tho acquittal wad like the spark to tlie powder maga-
zine.

^
Bentley's house wms ni>!ie.] by thousands 'of

infuriated men, who looted it and then burnt it to
the ground. The police wore just able to save Bent-
ley from l»eing lynched.

!^
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Apprised of the circumstances, the Governor of-

fered a reward for the murderer, and Bentley, to-

gether with his male accomplices, was convicted and

sentenced to hard labour on the roads. Thi pre-

siding magistrate, who seems to have been a corrupt

creature, was dismissed. But prompt as he had been

to admit that a wrong had been done, Ilotham never-

theless took measures to prevent popular outbreak*

by pl.iciiig on the spot 450 soldiers and policemen,

under tlie command of Captain J. W. Tliomas.

Some of till' rioters, moreover, who had taken part

in burning iHiuley's house were sentenced to short

periods of imj)ris<inment.

At Ballarat a Keform League was formed, with

the avowed object of removing the power that " tyr-

annised " over them, and deprived them of represen-

tation. The Governor, nothing daunt(>d, proceeded

to appoint a commission to r«'port on ilie adminis-

tration of the gold-fields; and when a deputation

demanded the release of three men imprisoned on ac-

count of the Bentley fmcas, they were met with a

polite but firm refusal. On the subject of reprc-

eontatiun for miners, the Ouvemor explained that a

hill conferring the suffrage )n all holders of a miner's

right had been sent to England, .".lu ottered to allow

tliem to elect a representativ", \.liiii;i he would nomi-

nate to the Council. This ol.i r was rejected with

scorn, and the Governor could do no more.

In the meantime miFchievous a^rents went in and

out among the miners stirring up disaffection and dis-

tributing red ribKms. At Ballarat, on the arrival of

a detachment of troops, the mob maltreated some of

the soldiers. A flag of insurrection was hoisted at a

mass meeting. A German named Verner suggested

the burning of licenses, and immediately a heap of
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minors' rights was ablaze. Othor gpcakors de-
nouiiocd the marching: of sol.liors with fixed bavoncts
luto a pcaceal)Ie country.
On the .'JOth Xov(nil)er Commissioner Johnstone

was pelted wi,th stones while endeavouring to ex-
amine licenses, and the crowd prew so threatening
that the military had to be summoned. Scattered for
a moment, the crowd now began to make prei)ara-
tions for a more determined struggle. Peter Lalor,
well and favourably known afterwards in Victorian
politics, was elected leader and commenced to drill
the insurgents. Those that could not procure guns,
manufactured pikes; an<l delegates were sent to other
places to muster recruits. Thousands of armed dig-
gers panide<l before the camii, where Oaptain Thomas
coolly bided his time. Strong parties were told off to
intercept reinforcements expected from Melbourne.
Kandom .shots were lired into the camp. On the
2nd, Thomas was informe.l that an entrenchment
and '^to<ka.le were being formed in Eureka Street,
with the intention <.f giving a warm reception to
General :\riekle, who was advancing from Melbourne
with a detachment of soldiers and marines. He
therefore determined to deliver an attack next morn-
ing. At half-past two on Sunday morning he as-
sembled his men, 100 mounted and 17fi foot soldier.^,
and at three o'clock led them forth with the simple
statement that they miirht have to use their weapons.
Aa soon as they were on the march, signal shots were
fire.I by sentinels posted by the rioters on the road
leading to the stockade. On reaching it the column
spread out in skirmishing order. They had no sooner
done so than a shower of bullets was poured upon
them from the entrenchment and from behind a bar-
rier of ropes, stakes, and overturned carts. Tho
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charge was sounded, and with one determined rush

the stockade was captured and the insurgent flag

hauled down. Captain Wise of the 40th Regiment

was mortally wounded- four soldiers were killed;

thirty of the diggers were killed and 125 were taken

prisoners.

The emeutc was at an end, and both parties be-

gan to argue about the honours of war, each party

contending that it was outnumbered by the other.

However that might be, the victory was decisive.

The leaders, some of whom were more braggarts,

fled; and when General Mickle arrived he found

little to do except to proclaim martial law for a few

days, and make arrests of such of the ringleaders as

could be found.

Agitation of a somewhat noisy character was con-

tinued in Melbourne, but the Governor pursued his

own course, refusing to make concession to demon-

strations of physical force, but ready to adopt con-

stitutional means to ameliorate the wrongs of the

miners. After the report of .he gold-fields commis-

sion had been received, steps were at once taken to

abolish license fees and to replace them by miners'

rights, each of which cost a pound per annum. Elec-

toral privileges were conferred upon the mining

population, and two members each were assigned to

Bendigo, Ballarat, and Castlemainc. In the mean-

time, the Eureka prisoners were brought up for

trial, but as no jury could be got to convict them,

they were acquitted amid scenes of the wildest en-

thusiasm. So ended a painful but picturesque

incident, brought rbout largely by official timidity

and delay and by regulations harshly administered.
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CHAPTER XV.

v.,
I

V '

RESPONSIBLE OOVEENMENT.

Tbanqtjillitt having thus been established upon
the gold-fields, the Governor found time to carry out
his proposed reform, of the finances of the colony.
For years past there had been scandalous misman-
agement. The estimates of 1855 showed an expen-
diture of more than two millions in excess of the
revenue. A committee was appointed to investigate
this singular state of affairs, and the result was the
reduction of the anticipated deficit to £53,668.

_

For some time past a committee had been at work
in Victoria drafting a now constitution. Here, as in
the other colonies, the bi-cameral svstem was recom-
mended. The colonies differed from each other
and the Mother Country in details, and these differ-
ences, apparently trifling, have led to curious diver-
gences in their political history. In Victoria, mem-
bers of the Fpper House or Legislative Council were
to be elected for ten years, but every two years, a
certain number had to retire and submit themselves
to re-olection. The Assembly was more democratic,
the electoral qualifications lieing the possession for
SIX months of freehold worth £5 a year or of lease-
hold worth £10 a year, or of a salary of £100 a year.
Even the mining population, fluctuating and hetero-
ge ous as it was, received the franchise, the sole
condition being the possession of a miner's right. It
was proviiled that all money bills should originate in

V
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the Assembly, and that they could be rejected but not

altered by the Council. The Victorian Bill received

the Royal Assent on the 23d November, 1855.

The doath of Governor Ilotham took place almost

at the same time as the granting of Responsible

Government. He found the colony on his arrival

on the verge of a civil war. When he died Eureka

Stockade with all the bitterness that had caused it

was fast becoming a picturesque memory : the Augean

stables of finance had been cleaned ; municipal insti-

tutions had been inaugurated; the first railways

opened ; the Melbourne University founded, and

steps taken to provide a popular system of education.

Hotham was ?ncceedcd ;by Sir Henry Barkly, a man
of great tact and ability, qualities very much needed

in the early days of Responsible Government.

Changes were soon made in the new constitution.

These all tended in the direction of a more thorough-

going democracy. In a few years manhood suff.age

and voting by ballot were established and the small

property qualifications for Members of the Assembly

were abolished.

In 1857 the Philosophical Institution of Victoria

began to busy itself with schemes for the exploration

of the continent. Hitherto Victoria had done little

to second the efforts of the other colonies in this

direction. In 1858 an anon\Tnous enthusiast offered

£100 to a Victorian exploration fund on condition

that a further sum of £200 should be subscribed

during the year. The specified sum having been

subscribed, the Government voted £G,000 for the fund

and spent £3,000 more on the purchaw of camels.

An expedition was then organised and ]'l.ced under

the leadership of Robert O'Hara Burke, with W. •"^.

Wills as surveyor, neither of whom had much experi-

•I,
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cnce in exploration. The aim of the expedition was
to cross the continent from sea to sea. Before leav-

ing settled country Burke quarrelled with Landells,
his second in command, and this was prelude to a
series of mistakes and misunderstandings which
ended in final disaster. At Menindie he left a por-
tion of the party in charge of a man named Wright,
whilst he himself pushed forward until he came to
the banks of Cooper's Creek, where, attracted by good
pasture and abundance of water, be formed a depot.
Here he waited for Wright, who had been instructed
to come on more leisurely; but as Wright did not
appear, Burke decided to advance without further
delay. Leaving four of the party at the depot, he
set out accompanied by Wills and two others.

and supplied with provisions for three months. This
was on the IGth December, 18G0. After traversing
a portion of Sturt's Stony Desert, they struck the
Diamantina; and then proceeding over well-grassed
plains, with numerous water-holes, they at length
reached the Flinders and the Sea.

The return journey was more difficult. Provi-
sions were running short, the camels were failing,

and constant ra'ns madr travelling slow and weari-
some. One of the party died, and when the surviv-
ors reached the depot in a half-starving condition on
tl;e 21st April, 1861, it was only to find it empty.
Brahe, who had been left in charge, had that very
morning departed to meet Wright, who partly
through sickness and partly through bad management
liadnot yet arrived. Thus abandoned Burke decided
to make for some cattle stations in South Australia,
and a letter seating his intention was buried in the
hole in which they had found the provisions left for
them by Bral e. When Brahe returned to the camp

^1-
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there was no sign that anybody had been there in his

absence. Giving his leader up for lost, he hurried

back to Melbourne. In the meantime Burke, Wills,

and King, foiled in their attempt to reach the cattle

station, returned once more to the depot. For a ti'ue

death was warded off by friendly blacks, who sup-

plied them with a small quantity of nardoo au-l a few

fish.

But thei: strength gradually failed and first Wills

and then Burke succumbed. King managed to

exist until rescued by Hewitt's party. So ended

an expedition that had been dogged by ill-luck from

the beginning. The bodies of Burke and Wills were

recovered and bi ought back to Melbourne, where they

were buried on the 28th December, 18G2, the funeral

being one of the most impressive scenes ever wit-

nessed in the capital.

The administration of Sir Charles Darling, who

succeeded Sir Henry Barkly in 1863, wf.s character-

ised by an angry conflict, between the a^l'- .cates of

free trade and the advocates of protection, and this

conflict led to a protracted quarrel between the Coun-

cil and the Assembly. The great majority of the

people were in favour of a protective tariff and

the popular Assembly repiosented +he view ^ of the

majority. The Council, on lUe other hand, s upportcd

by an inflaential minority, were as strongly in favour

of free trade, and rejected a Bill, which had been

passed K" the Lower House for the purpose of in-

troducing protective duties. The Assembly then

adopted the expedient of tacking the measure on t^

the Appropriation Bill, but the Council was still ob-

d"rate and rejected both. Thereupon the Govcrn-

m'^nt bpgan to collect duties on the authority of the

Lower House alone, and also to borrow money for
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the payment of the Public Service. This action wa3
pronounced illegal by the Supreme Court and an-

other attempt was made to pass the Tariff Bill, but
again to no purpose. A dissolution, followed by a
n'.'w election, showed an overwhelming majority in

favour of the Tariff Bill, which, however, was f jr

the third time thrown out by the Council, and the

deadlock continued to the g'eat discomfort of Civil

Servants whose salaries were nearly three months in

arrears. After more wrangling a further confer-

enco between the two Houses was agreed upon, with

the result that the T \riff Bill was passed. Before

the termination of the conflict the Governor was re-

called on tht ground of his having shown political

partialitv. He was succeeded by the Rt. Hon. J. 11,

J. Manners Sutton (afterwards Viscount Canter-

bury), who acted as Governor until vhe year 1873.

The fiscal policy was now settled, and though there

were no less than six changes of ministry during his

term of office (nearly seven years), the political un-

nst does not ap- ear to have interfered with the

slrady progress uf the colony. A new Education

/iCT, drafted by Mr. Wilberforce Stephen, came into

force in 1873, and provided free, compulsory, and

secular education of an elementary character.

During the rule of Sir George Ferguson Bowen
che old quarrel between the Upper and ^ ">wer Houses
broke out again : his time on the subject of payment
of members. Tlio amount was tacked on to the Ap-
propriation Bill, which the Upper House promptly

rejected. As a consequence there were no funds for

paying the Public Servants, and on January 8th,

1873, known as "Black Wednesday," all heads of

departments, jud^i^es of county coiirts and many
other officials received notice of dismissal. This

Y-^
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revolutionary proceeding created something like a

general panic, to allay which the Upper House

passed two Bills—one a Payment of Members Bill,

and the other an Appropriation Bill. The Assembly,

however, soon after asserted its dignity by introduc-

ing a Referendum Bill, which was intended to des-

troy the power of the Council " as a co-ordinate

branch of the Legislature," On the rejection of this

'> ' Lords," the Assembly voted money to send to

cretary of State for the Colonies a deputation,

-ling of the Premier and Professor Pearson of

^vlelb' amp University. About the same time

yiovcTXiC Bowen was recalled, and his place was

taken by the ^ifarquis of !Jsormanbv.

Premier Berry and Professor Pearson had in the

meantime arrived in England and laid before the

Imperial authorities the constitutional difficulties in

which Victoria was involved, ^^llilst declining to

intervene, Sir IMichael Hicks-Beach, at that time

Secretary of State for the Colonies, wrote a despatch

in which he advised the Victorian Assembly to re-

frain from tacking foreign matt^ r to Bills of Supply,

and gave an assurance that the Imperial Government

would never alter the Constitution at the instance of

one branch of the Legishiture. The despatch ap-

pealed to the reasonableness of both parties and had

much to do in putting an end to what was becoming

a chronic state of deadlock

. 'it
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RECENT HISTOBT.

Shortly nftor the arrival of the Marquis of TTot-

manby, the " Kelly Gang " was captured after a

desperate fight at Glenrowan Hotel. The outlaws

forming the " gang " may be regarded as the last of

the bushrangers and they surpassed all other Austra-

lian bushrangers in the extent of their operations.

The narrative of their deeds of daring—which is not

want'ng in romantic interest—is too long to be given

here. Beginning as common horse and cattle lifters,

they gradually advanced through all the degrees of

highway robbery and outrage. Having established

themselves in the mountain country lying 'etween

Greta and the King River, they made sudd .n raids

upon outlying settlers, disappearing as quickly and

secretly as they came. A reward was offered for

their capture, and parties of police endeavoured to

track tliem down. One such party, consisting of four

men, camped one evening on the Stringybark Creek.

Whilst engaged in preparing their " billy " tea, they

were suddenly surprised by the " gang." Three of

the policemen were shot dead ; the fourth mounting

his horse dashed away, followed by several bullets,

which wounded the horse «o severely that it had to

be left behind. The trooper contrived to make his

way to Mansfield. Alarmed by this outrage the

police redoubled their efforts, and drew a cordon

round the mountain haunts of the bushrangers, who
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Ifr. I had many friends among the settlers in the surroimd-

ing f )iuitry. Aided thus, the bandits managed to

hold out for some weeks and then succeeded in break-

ing throu«^h the line of police. They lost no time in

getting to work. After capturing the homestead of

a squatter ixnc' locking up the occupants thoy made
a dash upon the township of Earoa. There " Xed "

Kelly and Steve Hart entered the National I3ank, and

having made prisoners of the manager, his family

and civ rks, quietly pocketed £2,(»00 in notes and cash.

The ordinary robber would have stopped there, but

Ked Kelly combined freakish strategy with unpar-

alleled daring. The bank prisoners, 14 in number,

were then packed in a buggy, a spring cart, a baker's

waggon and conveyed to a station " stuck up " a few

hours before. There they were added to the prison-

ers already under lock and key, and told not to stir

if they valued their lives, till seven o'clock. The
desperadoes then disappeared and wore not heard of

for weeks.

In the meantime the Government increased the

reward for their capture to £S,000 and arrested 21

persons susjiocted to be accomplices of the outlaws.

The " gang " replied by robbing a bank at Jerilderie,

in New South Wales. On the 2Hth June, 1S7!), a

detachment of police proceeding in a specia' train

to Glen.owan, narrowly escaped destruction, the

" gang " having taken up the rails. The end of their

singular career was, however, rapidly approaching.

Having taken possession of an hotel at Glenrowan,

they were surrounded by a strong party of police,

who maintained a hot fire upon the building through-

out the night. Ned Kelly, cased in armour, was

captured in the open ; Byrne was shot towards morn-

ing and the two other outlaws perished in the build-
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ing which had been set on fire by the poliee. The
leader of the " gang " was tried and hunj^ed. Ilia

capture had cost tlio Government no less than
£50,000.

In the meantime the old antnponisms in politics

were dying <. 't. Witli tlie fall of the third Ik-rry

Ministry, Sir Bryan O'Loghlcn came to power and
remained premier ti'l 1883. So Jittlc of the ohi

bitterness remained tl it Xfr. James Service was then
able to form " •' nlition Mini 'rv, comprising able

men of all pn aes. T' • very fful jncces of leg-

islntion mar' hoServi'ftOo
abolition of politic.il control

the state-owned railwav", and
abolition of political patronap"

Public Service Cn'nmissi.ni

regulate appointm«>nt= .'uid pi

principles, " without favour
other than merit and fitness

of the Legislative CouTcil wer<

of the Assembly to 95. Tn
reached the higliest point of pn-

colonies she proved mo<5t .attract

and to the foreign ca{)italist sicki

vestment for money. A period of
which, in 1893, ended in a finan> "il

banks failed and business was paraly '

was the panic that the Government pi

bank holidays, hoping thereby to relievi

To no purpose however, as the run con

mam ;)anks were obliged to suspend payr

eifects of this tinancial collapse were widf -< .a

Victoria is only now recovering from tli

In this brief survey of Victorian hi -ifif

recent years, the reader may find it diffii tt ngla

1
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ririji One was the

the management of

the other was the

'he Pui '!'" Service.

appointed to

ipon equitable

imendation.f,"
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Of all the
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OMt any events or movements that suggest a definite

evolution. The fact is that, setting aside the federal

movement which Victoria ]\aa always received with

enthusiasm, the Legislatuie of the colony has of late

restricted itself to improving the means of internal

communication, to fostering local industr'"s, and to

effecting economies in the Public Service. The
smallest colony of the group, with . ^ single exc "ou

of Tasmania, Victoria nevertheless possesses the
,

at-

est length of railway. Iler activity in iMs din^uon
has, indeed, been viewed with a ctrta"" aiiount of

suspicion by New SoUih \Val"s. For, • oxtrnding

her railway system to varioi. v^ints ou J-v Murray,

she has sr ired a large -hare n. iho river trade of the

Mother Colony; and there seems to be little doubt

that in years to come still more of the Riverina

traffic will be diverted towards Melbourne.

Victoria, without having tho opportunities for pas-

toral expansion possessed by New South Wales, has

the advantage of a compact territory, traversed by

mountain ranges which mitigate, to some extent, the

severity of those droughts, which, from time to time,

afflict the greater part of Australia. Climate and in

a large measure the soil are well adap d to agricul-

ture. In 1H91 more than one-third of the agricul-

tural produce of Australia was raised in Victoria;

and though there has been a falling off in recent

years, she still occupies the first place in wheat-grow-

ing and wine industry.

Her mineral wealth lies chiefly in gold. It li^s

been estimated that up to 1890 no less than £254,-

157,000 worth of gold had been extracted from the

various gold-fields of Victoria—that is, about 60 per

cent, of the total output of Australasia. It is doubt-

ful, however, whether this is adequate compeusatiou
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for the absence of extensive coal-beds, without which
it is difficult to see how the colony can ever be con-
spicuous in manuf cturcs. and yet the protectivw
policy she has putsuod for years would seem to indi-
cate a strong desire to foster manufactures. Prerlic
tion is always more or less rash ; but it may be safe to
hazard the opini'-n that the main sources of Victorian
wealth will in .e future be found to lie more and
more in agricultural and pastoral pursuit. Gold-
mining, although the phenomenal returns of the early
days cin never again be hoped for, will still continue
to furnish employment for a considerable population
and return interest upon a largo amount of usefully
invested capitaL

«
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PART FOUR.

QUEENSLAND.

CHAPTER XVIL

BEOINNINGS OF SETTLEMENT.

In 1823 Surveyor-General John Oxley was sent

no-thward in the cutter Mermaid to report upon
Moreton Bay, Port Curtis and Port Bowen as possi-

ble sites for a new penal settlement. Sydney and its

dependent penal stations were overcrowded, and an

outlet was deemed necessary for " refractory and

incorrigible " criminals, who, it was argued, were

subject to many temptations in districts where free

settlers were numerous. Oxley first of all visited

Port Curtis, but finding it unsuitable for his pur-

pose, went south and cast anchor in Moreton Bay.

Immediately afterwards a crowd of natives were
seen making down to the shore ; among them a very

tall man of lighter colour than the rest. This

proved to be Thonias Pamphlet, who, with three

others, had left Sydney some months previously in

an open boat to bring cedar from the Five Islands

(a popular name for Illawarra). Driven out of

their course by a violent gale, they were finally, after

suffering many privations, to which one of their num-
ber succumbed, wrecked on Moreton Island. Thej
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had so lost their reckoning that they imagined them-
selves to be somewhere on the coast south of Sydney,
The natives treated them with much kin di? ess, the
men hunting and fishing, and the women collecting
" dingowa " or fern-root for them. But the casta-
ways, grown weary of a life of semi-eavagcry, had,
six weeks before the arrival of Oxley, set out north-
ward in the hope of reaching Sydney overland.
Pamphlet, after journeying fifty miles, returned
footsore and weary to the friendly tribe ; and his two
companions wore not long in following his example

—

Finnegan having already returned, and Parsons,
the third man, finding his way back some months
later.

Guided by Pamphlet, Oxley rowed in a whale-
boat up the Brisbane River for a distance of fifty
miles. Before returning he ascended Termination
Hill, from the summit of which he obtained a fine
view of the surrounding country. What he saw con-
firmed him in the belief then current that the Bris-
bane River, as well as other rivers west of the Divid-
ing Range in New South Wales, issued from the
great lake or inland sea in the centre of the continent.

His report upon Moreton Bay was so favourable,
that in September, 1824, he was despatched with a
squad of soldiers and thirty prisoners to make prep-
arations for establishing the penal settlement. The
site selected was on the northern shore of the bay, at
a spot known as Red Cliff Point. Extensive build-
ings were erected, but the position was soon aban-
doned for a better site on the Brisbane River, where
the capital of Queensland now stands. The original
settlement still retains its original nickname, Ilum-
pybong, a corruption of Umpie Bong (dead
houses).

^y.
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Oxley was succeeded by Captain Logan, a man of

resolute character, under Avhom the system was car-

ried out with a rigour that made his name odious.

The convict population was rapidly increased, and
building and clearing operations were conducted

with the utmost vigour. Massive barracks were
erected for the prisoners in what is now the principal

street of Brisbane. In addition to his official

duties, Captain Logan found time to make experi-

ments in agriculture and to explore the country. The
ridiculous story that he sowed the prepared rice of

commerce is probably an invention, since he is ad-

mitted to have had some botanical knowledge. His
experiments in cotton growing were highly success-

ful. As an explorer he discovered the Logan Kiver

and rowed up the Bremer, on the banks of which

he found an outcrop of limestone as well as traces of

coal. From the lime-kiln established by him on the

Bremer came most of the lime used in the construc-

tion of buildings at the settlement.

Logan came to a tragic end in 1830. With a

small party consisting mostly of prisoners, he had
gone out on a minor exploring expedition, and was
not seen again alive. His body was found pierced

by a spear and battered by waddies. Although the

deed was at the time commonly ascribed to the

blacks, it seems not unlikely that the real perpetra-

tors were convicts, either escapees living with the

blacks or the convicts of his own party.

It was diTring his regime that Allan Cunningham
discovered the Darling Do\vns. In April, 1827, ho

left the Segenhoe Station on the Upper Hunter, and

crossing the Dividing Range travelled northward

over country till then unexplored. He discovered

aud named the Gwyder and Dumarescj, and finally
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found himself in a beautiful pastoral country sepa-
rated from ;^^oreton Bay by a range of mountains.
It consisted of well-watered flats and downs of rich
black soil, which even in the middle of winter were
covered with abundance of good grass. Cunningham
halted for some time in this pastoralists' paradise and
endeavoured to find a practicable route across the
mountain to the sea. In the course of his explora-
tions he observed a " singular deeply excavated part
of the range," which seemed to offer what he desired.
On closer examination it proved to be blocked up by
great masses of fallen rock and by a jungle of twin-
ing plants. Having noted the position of the gap
Cunningham retraced his stops to the Hunter Eiver.
In the following year he set out from Moreton Bay
with the intention of locating the pass. His first

attempt was a failure; but a second expedition, start-

ing from Limestone Station, came upon the Gap,
which was found to be more accessible than was an-
ticipated.

Between 1830 and 1835 the bond population was
gradually reduced. Governor Bourke, like his pre-
decessor. Sir Ralph Darling, had formed a poor
opinion of the advantages offered by Moreton Bay
as a penal settlement. So strongly was he impressed
by this idea that in 1839 it was determined to
abandon the penal establishment.

The story of convictism in Queensland is but a
repetition of horrors with which the readers of For
the Term of his Natural Life arc sufficiently

familiar. The prisoners may have been bad, but the
harsh, despotic discipline brutalised them to the low-
est degree. Floggings and other severities of daily
occurrence drove men to the gallows, the sole refuge
of despair. Women, young and old, were forced to
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work in the fields, some of them loaded with chains.

Revolting as such treatment was, it must be lemem-
bered that it was the fault of tue time which could

tolerate a death penalty for over two hundred
offences.
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CHAPTER XVIIL

EXPLORATIONS.

About the middle of the year 1840 free settlers
began to «.rrive at Moreton Bay, the regulation re-
strieti..g Ldttlement to the district within a radius of
50 (fifty) miles of Brisbane, though not withdrawn,
being allowed to become a dead letter. The history
of the colony for the next twenty years is little more
than a narrative of exploration and pastoral expan-
sion.

^ The country lying in the vicinity of Moreton
-ay had now been thoroughly examined. Among the
jmost local explorers was Andrew Petrie, who had

-ne to the settlement in 1835, In the first -team-
boat to visit Moreton Bay. In one of his coastal
expeditions he found two escaped convicts living
with the blacks. One of them had forgotten his
native language. Probably a considerable number
of convicts had contrived to escape: some were, no
doubt, killed and eaten, but others, like those dis-
covered by Petrie, were hospitably treated by their
savage hosts.

West of the mountains Patrick Leslie, soon to bo
followed by others, had squatted on the well-grassed
downs discovered by Cunningham. All the settlers

of this class were pioneers and explorers combined.
A natural love of adventure and the need of " fresh
fields and pastures new," for flocks that multiplied
apace, were the incentives that urged them forward.

-.r
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Patrick Leslie is a type common enough in the pio-

neer days of Australia; but the exigencies of such

colonial history as has been written have rendered it

irapoosible to do more than allude to men \.ho played

a most impci-tant part in the settlemeat of the

country.

In February, 1840, Patrick Leslie, on receiving

particulars from Allan Cvnningham of his route to

the Darling Dowtis, set out /rom Mclntyre's Station,

New England. His intention had been to cross the

mountains into the valley of the Clarence, but unable

to find a path he went north to the Darling Downs.

Thoroughly satistied with the country, he returned to

Falconer's Plain, whore he busied himself collecting

Mock, bullock teams, drays, ard all the other im-

pedimenta which made up a pioneer caravan. The

hands, twenty-tvv-o in number, were all ticket-of-leave

men or convicts. " As good and game a lot of men

as ever existed," wrote Leslie, " who \ever occasioned

us a moment's trouble : worth any fifty men I have

ever seen since." Thiswas the bright side of cijnvict-

ism. Leslie arrived at the adamine without ih(\

loss of a " single animal, or breaking a bullock

chain." This success was the signal for the migra-

tion of other squatters, who rapidly filled up the

Downs with their flocks and herds. These first

comers were notable men, many of them university

men, full of pluck and enterprise and able to rough

it with the most seasoned bushmen. The sa. le breed

may be seen at work in the uplands of Rhodesia at

the present day.

The brothers Stuart and Sydenham Russell, who

were closely associated with the settlement of the

Darling Downs, werp unflagging explorers. They

traced the Condamine for a hundred miles, and in
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the course of their explorations lighted upon th*>

Cecil Plains, a splendid grazing country. fcJ'udrt

Eussell afterwards turned his attention to the ccast.
In an open boat he proceeded first to Wide Bay, and,
in a subsequent journey, to the Boyne River. His
Genesis of Queensland, despite a singularly dis-
jointed style, is one of the best books ever written
of pioneer days in Australia.

^ In 1842 Governor Gipps paid a visit to Moreton
B.^y. At that time there were numerous squattages
within fifty miles of the town, and the flocks of the
pastoralists had increased enormously. From the
date of this visit a period of rapid progress began.
The Moroton Bay district was formally declared
open to free selection, and the fi'-st sale of Crown
lands took place on July 7th, i»42. The squatters
on the Downs, instead of having to convey stores, and
siicep by wav of the Hunter River, fouiid a nearer
route to the sea through Cunningham's Gap, now
made passabl by bullock drays. All the convicts
hr,d by this time been removed, a police magistrate
had been appointed, and in 1843 the settlement was
represented in the Legislative Council.
About this time Dr. Ludwig Leichhardt appeared

on the scene and began to organise an expedition to
explore th. northern portion of the continent. On
the 1st October, 1844, he set out from Jimbour on the
Darling Downs. Keeping well to the east, he discov-
ered in .succession the Dawson, Mackenzie, and Bur-
dekii; Rivers. From the headquarters of the latter,
he crossed the watershed separating the eastern
rivers from those flowing into the Gulf of Carpen-
taria, and skirting round the gulf arrived, after a
journey lasting ten months, at Porf Essincton.
Two events of the journey—one a tragedy and the
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other a comedy—are worth recording. During their

march rouud the gulf, the camp was suddenly at-

tacked one evening by a party of blacks. The ex-

plorers were totally unprepared, and before their

guns could be capped, a shower of spears fell in their

midst, wounding Calvert and Roper, and killing

Gilbert, the naturalist. A shot or two scared the

blacks, and the party had then the mournful task of

burying their dead comrade. Hitherto they had not

been molested by the natives: a fortunate circum-

stance, for Leichhardt, preoccupied with his scientific

pursuits, paid little attention to the discipline of his

party.

On another occasion, a black fellow, apparently in

a fit of abstraction, appeared in their midst as they

sat round their camp fire. Quickly realising that he

had made a mistake, the black " swarmt ' up a tree,

where he sot up a howling and sobbing, wnich ceased

only when the party moved to a distance and so

gu.e him an opportunity to escape.

Leichhardt on his return became the hero of the

hour. Verses were written in his honour, and a

privately subscribed present of £200, supplemented

by a Government donation of £1,000, was made to

him—the latest " Prince of Explorers."

Before Leichhardt had returned, the energetic Sir

Thomas Mitchell had left Buroe, with a well-

equipped party, intending to carry out an extensive

exploration of tropical Australia. In the course of

a twelvemonths' tour, he traversed much valuable

country and discovered many hitherto unknown

rivers—among others, the Balonne, the Culgoa, the

Maranoa, the Warrego, and the Barcoo. It was on

this expedition that Edmund Kennedy received his

training as an explorer.

J t
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Not to be oiitdf no by Mitchell, Leichhardt now con-
ceived the bold project of crossing tho continent from
east to west. His first attempt was a ludicrous fail-

ure: for in spito of the success of his first journey,
he was wanting in many of tho qualities necessary
to the explorer. On this expedition he took with
him enough live stock—goats, sheep, bullocks, mules,
and horses—to feed an army. Ho had not gone far,

however, when a series of mishaps compelled him to
return. Dissension arose among the members of tho
party : fever broke out : and finally most of the livo

stock strayed or had to be abandoned.
Nothing daunted he set out again (1848), The

party, which consisted of six whites and two blacks,

was, judging by current reports, very inadequately
equipped. A letter written by Leichhardt on tho
banks of the Cugoon was received; but that was the
last news of him and his party. They vanished in
some of the many ways in which men can vanish in

s trackless desert. Their disappearance gave rise to

a whole library of surmise and to the despatch of
several search i)arties. The surmise was useless : the
search parties found no trace of Leichhardt, but
added greatly to our knowledge of the interior of the
continent. Some years later a convict named Gar-
but originated a plausible story of the finding of the
lost explorer. Ho said that in the interior, far be-
yond the outposts of scttlei'ient, was a colony of
felons and escaped convicts. Upon these Leichhardt
had lighted and had been kept as a sort of hostage.
The fal)rication gained some notoriety for Garbut.
During the same year that saw Leichhardt's plunge

into tho unkno^vn, Kennedy's ill-fated expedition
landed at Rockingham Bay. Its object was to ex-
plore the country northwards to Cape Yorkej and

^^

^ I
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this country is so di<Terei)t from that which usually

figures in talcs of Australian exploration, that the

expedition merits more than a cursory mention.

Hitherto explorers had fought with di ought and

heat and with plains which furnished food neither

for man nor beast. Kennedy's route led through

dense tropical jungles, where lawyer vines and cling-

ing trees abounded. Game was tolerably plentiful,

water always within reach; yet their pn gross was

slow and toilsome in the extreme. The energies of

the party were taxed to tlie utmost not only by for-

ests, but by marshes and estuaries which had to be

cro?«e 1 or a"cicled ; by mountains which had to be

climij^ i , and by t>rce aboriginal tribes, men who
hung like vultures on their stops. When provisions

began to run short Kennedy left eight of his fol-

lowers at We^-mouth Bay, whilst lie himself, accom-

panied by three white men and a black boy, pushed

northward in the direction of Port Albany, where

he hoped to find the schooner Ariel waiting for

him. Ill-luck still pursued him. One of the white

men fell ill, another accidentally shot himself; there

was no alternative but to leave them behind in charge

of the third. Kennedy and the faithful Jacky Jacky
succeeded in reaching tlie Esnpe "^'"

'*". Albany
Island was in sight, but the bl. ,^gt'd their

steps through the woods, and beft ..o goal could

be reached, Kennedy fell pierced with a native spear.

Jacky Jacky buried him and then made his way to

Port Albany, where he found the Arirl at anchor.

The schooner, with the black follow on board, has-

tened south to Weymouth Bay to rescue Carron and
Goddard—sole survivors of a party of eight—from
the clutches of the blacks.

The death of Krnnedv at the hnnds of the blncks

and the attacks made by them ou shepherds and trav-
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ellcrs in more settled districts furnisli moti *?

but scarcely an excuse for tlie severe treai t of
aborigines which continued in souie part i -^ii<

land up to a comparatively recent date. ijic \>i. is
thcrn were more virile than their southt n rclatiof =

and were ever ready to exact a tooth l><r ,i

an eye fur an eye. Outraf,'es by them <> w i

cases simply reprisals for what tli- jra,

similar outrages perpetrated upon ui l\

men. The native police established > hun i

their oflfendine; brethren revelled in ihe bar
work and appear to have been guilty of man
of an ucrocious character. The settlers thoniBoh
too often regarded the aboriginals as a spt. .

vermin. " Battues " for the dispersal of tribes e
usually formed, it is true, in retaliation for the k.i-
ing of a shepherd or the slaughter of cattle, but litrlo

diserimination was exercised in seeking out or pun-
ishing the real offenders. Whatever the provo'>a-

lions may have been—and no one denies that there
were serious provocations—it is difficult to palliate
many of the acts of the pioneers. In the end the
Queensland Government made some amends by re-

serving certain tracts of country for the blacks,
v.hose ultimate extinction, however, is only a matter
of a brief period.

Among other features of Queensland history be-
tween 1840 and 1859 may be mentioned the early
importation of Chinese to act as shepherds. From
the commencement of the settlement the squatters as
a body had been in favour of convict labour, and
when the supply from that source failed them, they
prepared the way for that yellow invasion which, in
one phase or another, will probably remain for all

tiui^ a subject of much importance to Australia.

I
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CnAPTER XIX.

BEPABATIOTT FBOM NFW SOUTH WALES.

To the casual observer there has heen in thf wHS*

ti-alinii colonics a marked devclop:nent in tiie pro-

vincial spirit. No sooner was n new sottlcmont

formed than an outcry arose for separation and po-

litical independence. As early as 1851 the Moreton

Bay district petitioned to t allowed to set up house-

keeping on its own account, and the boon was granted

in IS.'is). At that time the population wa'i only about

95,000, of which Brisbane contained 7,000. Tho

pastoral industry was the only one worthy of the

name: even that was in its infancy. Agriculture

was confined to a little maize growing. Roads

hardly existed and shipping facilities were conspicu-

ous by their absence.

The first Governor was Sir George Ferguson

Bowen, who had been private secretary to Mr. Glad-

stone and had also acted as Colonial Secretary to the

Ionian Islands during the British protectorate. The

first Parliament met in May, 1860. The Legislative

Council consisted of gentlemen appointed for five

years by the Governor of Xcw South Wales and of

others nominated by the Governor of Queensland

with a life tenure. The Assembly was elected on

the basis of a ten-pound annual lodger's tenancy, and

any person on the roll conld be a member.

Mr. G. W. Herbert, afterwards Permanent Under

Secretary to the Colonies, held the position of First
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Minister and Colonial Secretary to the first nunirtry.
During hia administration much useful legislation
was passed. A system of primary education was es-
tablished and secondary education was provided for
by a system of endow-ments of Grammar Schools. It
U a noteworthy feature of Anstralian Governmenta
that one of their first considerations has been the
establishment of schools for the people, and each
colony prides itself—with too much complacency
perhaps—upon the perfection of its system.

In 1861 Acts were passed making provision for
municipal government and for the transfer of real
estate on the Torrena System. The great want of
the colony was population and especially a supply of
reasonably cheap labour. To remedy this want steps
were taken to encourage immigration. To immi-
grants who paid the cost of their passage land orders
were granted to the amount of £18 for each adult.
This arrangement, unfortunately, lent it.<!elf to prac-
tices which had not been contemplated. A perni-
cious traffic arose in land orders which shrewd specu-
lators purchased for a small sum from needy arrivals.
The result was that only a small proportion of the
immigrants established themselves on the land: the
majority contrived to pick up a living in the town or
swelled the ranks of the unemployed. This condi-
tion of affairs was to some pxtent improved by the
passing of a Land Act which created a system of agri-
cultural^ and settlement reserves, which were open
to selection at £1 per acre. In a few years immigra-
tion had increased the population by 4fi.422.

Settlement in the north and west made rapid prog-
ress. The squatters were ever on the move, dis-

covering new lands for themselves or following the
tracks of explorers who had now traversed almost

],
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the whole of the territory. The Burke and Wills

expedition, followed as it was by the despatch of

numerous relief parties, opened up immense tracts

of good pastoral country ; and soon flocks and herds

were to be found as far north as the Gulf of Carpen-

taria. The growth of sugar and cotton, encouraged

by bounties and facilities for acquiring land, became

important industries. Between 1867 and 1874 ten

million pounds of cotton were exported ; but when the

bonus system was abandoned, the industry speedily

collapsed. Before 1870 a good beginning had been

made with the laying of railway and telegraph lines;

to carry on which large sums of money had to bo

borrowed. But a period of extravagant outlay^ on

public works was followed in 1865 by a depression,

which interfered seriously with the progress of the

colony. The crisis was severe. Banks and building

societies failed, hundreds of private insolvencies fol-

lowed, and thousands of workmen were thrown out

of employment. Among the latter a large number

of navvies, who seized upon a train going to Tpswich

and afterwards marched upon Brisbane.
_
The

wildest rumours were circulated as to their inten-

tions, and large numbers of special constables were

sworn in to protect the city. The navvies, consisting

of 125 half-starving men, were joined, on their ar-

rival, by the unemployed of Brisbane ; but a supply

of food and the commencement of relief
_
work

obviated any disturbance they may have meditated.

In the meantime the Government had taken meas-

iires to stave off financial ruin. Treasury Bills at

ghort date and bearing ten per cent, interest were is-

sued, and 100,000 treasury notes, of one pound each,

were put in circulation. These devices served to

relieve the strain and enabled the Government to

i
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tide over the crisis. During the whole of this finan-
cial trouble, there was the greatest instability in
politics. Ministry succeeded ministry with ludic-
rous rapidity, but in spite of this instability and de-
pression, an upward tendency soon began to manifest
itself. A new Land Act gave greater facilities for
settlement, and the sugar industry was steadily
growing into importance. In 18G9 twenty-eight
sugar-mills were at work. But by far the most
hopeful sign was the discovery of great mineral
wealth. At the time of the gold rushes in the early
fifties Queensland, like other colonies, suffered a
great loss of population, the existence of treasure
nearer home being still unsuspected. The first gold
discovery was made (1855) at Canoona, a station on
the Fitzroy River. The alluvial deposit, however,
was soon worked out, but nct before reports of its
richness had attracted a great fleet to Kcpi)el Bay.
A large number of the thousands who hurried to the
spot were soon in the direst straits and liad to be re-
moved at the expense of the Governments of Xew
South Wales and Victoria.

In 1867 a miner, by name James Xash, found
payable gold in the Wide Bay district. The usual
'' rush " set in, and tlie finding of a nugget contain-
ing £3,000 worth of gold raised the excitement to
fever heat. Many localities in the neighbourhood
were found to be rich in gold. Tlie town of Gvinjiie,
which sprang up on the field, has continued to be a
valuable mining centre. It was this discovery tliat

helped so much to avert the financial crisis referred
to above. Equally rich finds, moreover, were made
elsewhere. Bavenswood, the Capo River, tlie Gil-
bert, the Etheridge, Charters Towers, and Cloncurry
Vfci-G all found within the next few years to be aurif-

v«^ »
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erous. Xor was gold the only mineral discovery.

Tin \\as found at Stanthorpe, copper ore in the

Burnett district, opal in northern and central Queens-
land, and extensive beds of coal in the Wide Bay
district.

In 1872 Mr. W. Hann, at the head of a scientific

party, discovered gold on the Palmer River. Fur-
ther prospecting showed that the whole district was
gold-bearing, and vessels bearing thousands of eager
gold-hunters, Avere soon swarming into the estuary of
the Endeavour Kiver. Among the digg."'-" was a
horde of Chinese, whose presence gave rise to much
friction witli the European miners. To prevent the

recurrence of similar disturbances the Government
passed an Act excluding the Yellow men from all gold

areas until a certain time should have elapsed after

the discovery.

The most phenomenal discovery of the time was
that of Mount Morgan, a veritable mountain of ore.

It is situated in the Rockhampton district, not far

from the scene of a former " rush." The land had
originally been taken up by a selector, who, finding it

unsuitable for grazing purposes, had been glad to part
with it t(j three brothers of the name of Morgan, for

the sum of £640. He had actually been making
dykes of stones wheeled in a barrow from the " moun-
tain," and had no suspicion that tin ^e same stones

were studded with gold and other minerals. The
new pro[iri(tors are said to have extracted as much
as £20 or £^0 from single cartloads of the grey rock,

and this wjtli the rudest appliances. A few year."?

later the mine was estimated to be worth £8,000,000.
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CHAPTER XX.

I

I

I

EECENT IIISTOEY.

Although the events of the last twenty-five years
are too near to be viewed in their right proportions
and true perspective, it is nevertheless possible to
point to certain definite tendencies in the recent poli-
tics nnd industrial developments of Queensland.Amid the mass of trivial details chronicled from day
to day, one may distinguish here and there facts thatiave more chan a passing interest and significance,
it we set aside for a moment the coming and going
of Governors, the ups and downs of party politics
and the alternation of droughts and floods, we shallhnd that much of wliat is really important in the his-
tory of Queensland in the last quarter of the centurv
belongs equally to the history of Australia as a wholeEven the vexed question of Polynesian labour, which
at tirst sigjit seems purely local, is but part of a
larger prob.em, in the solution of which all the colo-
nies are interested.

_
Whilst the Government of Queensland, therefore,

in common with the governments of the other colo-
nies, devot«s most of its attention to domestic and
economic matters, it has been drawn bv force of cir-
cumstances to take an interest in those broader
questions winch affect the destinv of the whole Con-
tinent. Of these Federation and the Pacific Ques-
tion are the most important. The activitv of Francomd (.cruian^- among the islands was a rude awaken-

(
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ing to those who fancied the isolation of Australia

rendered it secure from international troubles. It

was suddenly realised that something must bo done

to extend and maintain British influence, and this

could be done only by the united action of all the

colonies.

The Pacific Question stimulated more than any-

thing else the already growing int«rest in Federation.

The history of the Federal movement is treated at

length in another chapter, but it may be well to re-

sume briefly the part that Queensland played in the

movement. When the Confereri-n of 1880 was ad-

journed from Melbourne to Sydney, it was joined

by representatives from all the self-governing colo-

nies, Queensland among the rest. Several matters of

moment were discussed, but it was not till 1883,

when public opinion was excited by French claims

in regard to the New Hebrides, that a Federal Coun-

cil wa-i legally constituted, with power to take com-

mon action. Delegates from the northern colony

also attended the 1891 Convention, and the sudden

death of one of thorn, the Hon. J. M. Macrossan, cast

a gloom over the whole procccdiiiGis. A Federal Bill

was drafted and then referred to the various colon ios,

but as one critic has said, it proved to be, for the

being at any rate, " too wise to secure popular

xs'asm." No strong current of public feeling

created and measure was shelved for a more

convenient season. In 1896 the apparent indiffer-

ence of Queensland was shovi^n by the rejection in

the local Parliament of the Federal Enalding Bill,

owing to the disagreement of the two Houses on the

question of Amendment. For this reason Queens-

land was unropresonted in the next meeting of the

Convention. However, the growing enthusiasw of
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the other colonies extended northward, and a refer-
endum held on September 2nd, 1899, disclosed the
fact that a majority of the people of Queensland
were in favour of the Amended Bill. This bill was
laid before the Imperial Parliament.

It may appear singular that on the very eve of
Federation there should still have existed in :N^or-
thern Queensland a desire for separation. The two
things, however, are not really incompatible. The
cry for separation was not much more than a demand
for local self-government. Just as Melbourne had
objected to being governed by Sydney, so Central
and jSTorthern Queensland objected to being ruled
from so remote a centre as Brisbane. For a long
time the centralisation of power and influence in the
southern corner of the colony had rankled in the
mmds of the people of the north. Townsville, where
a Separation Convention had been hold in 1884, was
the centre of the agitation. In the followinc year a
committee was formed in London to promote the aims
of the Separation League. Five years later Sir S.
W. GrifSth, the then Premier, went so far as to pro-
pose the division of the colony into tliree semi-inde-
pendent States. The question, however, was to bo
settled with Federation.

It was about tlu year 1880 that Australia began
to perceive rlie importance of her interests in the
Pacific. Xorth and oast lay belts and clusters of
Inlands, which foreign nations were regarding with
longing eyes, partly for purposes of commerce, and
partly for the sake of obtaining convenient strategic
positions. France, Germany, and the United States,
especially the two former, had recently awakened to
the necessity for a stronger colonial policy. Already
France had penal ettlementa in Xcw Caledonia, to
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which she sent largo numbers of recidivistes or re-

lapsed criminals, and Germany was suspecterl cf en-

tertaining designs on New Guinea and the adjacent

islands. The proximity to her shores of foreign and
possibly hostile nations was a subject that deeply

concerned the whole of Australia, but Queensland

was naturplly the first of the colonies to realise the

magnitude of the danger.

From the commencement of the seventeenth cen-

tury the Dutch had been frequent visitors to New
Guinea, but they had formed no permanent settle-

ments. British ships had surveyed the coast, but no

definite steps were taken until 1873-4, when Fiji

was ceded to the Crown. In the former year Captain

Moresby, in Tr.]\I.S. Bastlislc, had hoisted the Union
Jack in New Guinea, and read a proclamation tak-

ing possession of the island in the name of the Queen.

A year later Sir Henry Parkes. at that time Colo-

nial Secretary of New South Wales, urged upon
Governor Robinson the advisability nf making an ef-

fort to colonise New Guinea, and about the same
time an expedition was fitted out hvthe Hon. William
Macleay to explore the south-west of the island.

Representations on the subject were also made to

Lord Carnarvon, who, however, declined to commit
himself to any decided action. Tn the refusal ho was
to some extent justified by the want of unanimity
among the colonies themselves'; but it should be re-

membered that at this period, the Imperial Govern-

ment, dominated by what is called the Little Eng-
land Spirit, had steadily set its face against the an-

nexation of new territory.

During the visit of Captain Moresby, the lilaek-

smith of the Basilisk reported the diseovcry of gold

a few miles inland. The report, which proved to bo
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well-grounded, exercised the usual attraction on rov-
ing gold-seekers. Before 1880 parts of Xew Guinea
and ccrtf.in of the adjacent islands were occupied by
a motley crowd of diggers and traders who formod a
sort of Alsatia on the outskirts of Queensland. To
keep law and order among these people Sir Arthur
Gordon, High Commissioner for the Western Pacific,
appointed, at the request of the Queensland Govern-
ment, a resident majtistrate at Thursday Island, and
a warship was stat-'oncd at Port Moresby. Annexa-
tion was, howe\ r, still postponed. At length the
colony grew tired of waiting, and :\rr. ]\rcllwraith,
the Colonial Treasurer, instructed Mr. Chester, po-
lice magistrate at Thursday Island, to proclaim the
annexation to Queensland of that part of Xew
Guinea unclaimed by the Dutch. This proceeding
was not approved ly the Imperial Authorities and
the annexation was repudiated. In lSS-1, how-
ever. Lord Derby proclaimed a protectorate over a
part of Xew Guinea, and Germany, thoroupon, Hcized
the remainder. In 188G the British Government
gave way to the pressure of public opinion in the
colonies, and a treaty was signe<l by virtue of which
the southern portion of the island l)ecame English,
the northorn portion German, and the western por-
tion Dutch. Dr. McGregor, the first administrator
of tJie British section, arrived in 1888.

Queensland was intorostod in the islands and is-

landers from other and, as many think, less credita-
ble reasons. The expansion of the sugar industry
created a demand for cheap labour, and to supply
this demand Robert Towns had brought to the col-

ony, on his own responsibility, a shipload of Kana-
kas. Otbrr planters ftllnwed liis ox.nmplo, and the
traffic in Polynesian labour grow so groat that tJie

J^ ..
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Government took the matter up; but, owing to the

strong political interest of the sugar industry, it was
unable to do more than regulate the traffic. The
early " blackbirding " cruises gave rise to scandals

which did much to discredit a system, which the

white workmen of the colony have always opposed

with extreme bitterness. The question is one upon
which the public is oiill much divided. The white

workers, for obvious reasons, do not relish the compe-

tition of cheap alien labour; and the planters con-

tend that, but for this cheap labour, industries like

the gro\ ing of sugar-cane would be impossible.

These interests, doubtless great in themselves, are

but details in the great problem of the effect of the

presence of inferior races upon national life.

Chinese immigration excited even more hostility;

and for this reason, that the Yellow man, being much
hicrher in the scale of civilisation than the Kanaka,
is able to compete with the white man in almost every

department of industry. In 1877 it was estimated

that about 19,000 Chinese were distributed through-

out the colony. It is evident that the influx of
Chinese forms a much more serious problem than the

employment of Kanakas upon sugar plantations.

Existing legislation restricts the immigration to one
Chinese per 500 tons of the burden of the vessel

carrying thorn.

The year ISOO furnished a crisis in the industrial

history of Australasia. First of all occurred the

Maritime Strike which began in Sydney and rapidly

extended to the otlior colonies. This was followed

in all the colonies by a general strike of shearers.

Conferences of employers and pastoralists wer^ held
and a settlement was arrived at; but the disomitent

with existing labour conditions was widespread and
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deeply-rootod. It took shape in the " New Austra-
lia " movement. Several hundred enthusiasts set
eail for Paraguay, where they had obtained land for
a settlement

; but their experiment in socialism has
proved a failure. Whilst this crusade was being
carried out, violence was resorted to by some of the
moro reckless spirits in Queensland and elsewhere.
The organisation of labour and the formation of in-
dependent labour parties in the various Parliaments
of the Australian group have been among the results
cf this agitation.

In spite of many troubles, the progress of the col-
ony continues to be rapid. The population has in-
creased by leaps and bounds. Tn 1S60 it was 2S,-

000; in 1870, it was 11.5,000; and ten venrs l.iter

it had increased to 21.S,000. The estimated popula-
tion of 1899 if, about half a million, and there is no
doubt thnt these figures will be greatly increased in
the near future, for the resources of the colony may
fairly be described as almost boundless, as Queens-
land is destined to be .nmnngst the greatest of all the
colonies of Great Britain.

V^Mi
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PART FIVE.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

ClIAriER XXI.

FOUNDATION OF THE PKOVINCB OF SOUTH AUSTRALI*.

South Australia was the outcome of a theory.

The scheme for its settlement originatijd in the fer-

tile brain of Edward Gibbon Wakefield, who, from

residence in Xew South Wales and association with

men like Lord Durliam and Charles Ruller, had
."'massed a considerable fund of knowledge concern-

ing English methods of colonisation. Two methods

were in vogue—colonisation by convict settlement

and colonisation of thr happy-go-lucky order which

let things drift and only succeeded, after many fail-

ures, by dint of a certain bull-dug tenacity charact"

islic of the race. Tn his " Letter from Sydney,

Wakefield denounced these mctliods, and propounded

a new scheme which was to avoid the errors of tho

past. In Xew South Wales, he pointed out, there

we no social gradations; no leisured class; no op-

portunity for culture. Land was too easily procura-

ble : with the result that the labourer was soon trans-

formed into the lando^vner, and so became the rival

and, from a material point of view, the equal of his

master. This state of affairs ivas repugnant to Wa]-:o-

field'.s seuj .; of decency and old-world harmony. lie
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was disconcerted by the crude conditions that pre-
vailed in the colony, and he did not approve and did
not really understand the bewilder in-; transfonua-
tion» which are inevital)le in iitnv eoimtrieH. Ilia
Bchemc was intended to niter all that and to " substi-
tute systematic colonisation for mere eniigratinn."
He wished, in fact, to transplant a complete section
of English society, with all its old-established social
distinctions. By no means a visionary, he was ncver-
theless too feudal and too exclusivo for the rough
practical work of colonisation. His contention that
colonies are but extensions of the ;Mnnipr fountry is,

however, full of suggostiveness and liids fair to be
realised in an all-embracing yet elastic Imperialism
undreamt of by Wakefield and his oontemi>orories.
He was not content witli generalities. Ho de-

scended to minute and apparently praetieal details.
The prime causes of the evils he regretted in New
South Wall s were eonvietism ami elic^jpnoss of land.
He contended, therefore, that transportation .should
cease and tint a high price should be put on land,
so that only persons of means should be able to be-
come landon-ners. A portion of the proceeds arising
from the sale of land should be devoted t', immigra-
tion and especially to procuring a supply of laliour.
His experii'Jice bad shown liim tiiat, whilst in the
Mother Couniry there was a surplus, in new srftlo-
ments there was a^vays a dearth of cheap labour.
The supply, however, must l)e enrefully regulated.
The scheme attracted much attention and appealed

to powerful interests. Tts author and bis friemls
used the press to liie best advantage. Articles ap-
peared in all the leading journals, and pamphlets
were sown broadcast. About that time news eamp
of Sturt's journey do\ni the Murray to Lake Ak\-

\ »

'!•

*
1

I.

^^



'^-'tjrtf?;"'
Af^wy,, ;S-^

K

PRfXJRESS OP AUSTRALASIA.

andrina. Kangaroo Island had, moreover, for some
time past, been tho resort of scalers. The attention

of tho schemers, therefore, was naturally drawn to

South Australia.

In 1831 a South Australian Land Company was
formed. It included many well-known persons, but

its negoriations for a charier wern fruitless. It

asked too much—nothing less thaii sovereign control

over all the country between New South Wales and

Western Australia. The movement was not crushed,

however. In 1S34 the South Australian Association

was formed and under its auspices negotiations were

reopened with the Government. Backed by influ-

ential support, the Association succeeded in pushing

through Parliament a Bill for the colonisation of

South Australia.

The Act was a comprehensive measure and em-

bodied most of the essential principles of Wakefield's

scheme. It provided for the appointmeiit of three

or moro Comniissionors who were to be responsible

for emigration and tho disposal of lands. One of

ihese was to reside in the colony and to act under the

Crown, as Commissioner of Public Lands. Nomi-
nally a Crown ofEcer, he was nevertheless to receive

his instructions from the Commissioners in London.

The adniiiii?:tration of public affairs was to bo in the

hands of a governor, nppointod by the Crown. Tho
powers of these various functionaries were ill-de-

fined, a circumstance that led to much trouble in the

future. Two important provisions of the Act stipu-

lated (1) that English felons should at no time and

under no circumstances be transported to the colony,

and (2) that a constitution should be granted so

soon as the population numbered 50,000.

Tho reguiaiioua coucei'uiug the disposal of land
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were the most remarkable features of the Act. Tho
minimum price of land was fixed at twelve shillings

per acre, l)ut the Commissioners wore allowed to in-

crease the minimum price at their discretion. Tho
price at any given period, however, was to be uniform.

The proceeds of such sales were to bo devoted to

aiding the emigration of suitable persons, of both

flexes, under thirty years of age.

To ensure the good faith of the Association, it was
decided that the Act should be in abeyance antil a

security of £20,000 had been dci)osited in the Treas-

ury by the Commissioners and, furtlier, until land

had been purchased to the value of £;i>,000. The
conditions having been complied with, arrangements

were soon completed for carrying out the scheme.

Colonel Torrens was appointed chairinan of the

Commissioners in England, and Mr. Fisher resident

Commissioner in the colony; Captain ITitulmarsh, a

naval officer, \va,s selected 1 j fill the position of Gov-

ernor, whilst Colonel Light was appointed Surveyor-

General. This was in 183C.

Kangaroo Island, already the homo of a few seal-

ers, was sok'ctod as the site of settlement, and on July

27th, 1836, the Duke of York, with the first batch <if

immigrants, arrived in Xepean Ii:iy. Colonel Light,

who hillowed sliortly afterwards, considered Kan-
garoo Island unsuitable. After making an exten-

sive exaniination of the const of the mainland, ho, at

length, fixed upon a sjKtt on the Tornnis Ulvcr. about

seven miles from TToldfast Bay; and rnntrary to the

wishes of many of the immigrants the settloment was

removed thither. TCine other vessels arrived during

the year, and on Dt'cfinbor ^'^th Governor Hind-

marsh arrived in tho Buffalo. ITe read his commis-

Bion to the assembled settlers and the founding of

mt
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the colony was celebrated with much rejoicing and

junketing.

Formal ceremonies over, the colonists had ample

leisure to consider the situation. It was soon dis-

covered that all the elements of a nice family squab-

ble were present. The powers of Governor, Com-

missioner, and Surveyor-General enabled each of

tliem to claim supremacy. ^Ir. Fisher, believing

that his authority was independent of the Governor,

soon began to act the sullen Achilles. Then the

Governor quarrelled with Colonel Light on the sub-

ject of the site chosen for the settlement. Nor were

these the only troiiblcs that afflicted the exponents of

" Systematic emigration." The carrying out of the

surveys was neceissarily a slow process, and new arri-

vals were obliged to camp anywhere. Under those

circumstances there was little to do except to enter

lustily into the family quarrel. At length in March,

1S37, the first land sales were held. Town lots real-

ised from £3 to £13; but few cared to take up land

at any distance from the camp. Disregarding "Wake-

field's warnings, the capitalists began to traffic in

allotments—land speculation was indeed the chief

industry—and, worst of all, the labourers, imported

as necessary adjuncts of the landowner, did as little

work as they could, and demanded what Avere consid-

ered exorbitant wages. The settlement lived almost

entirely on its capital, and nobody seemed in a hurry

to found productive industries. But for the " over-

landers " who brought sheep and cattle from Xew
South Wales, star^-ation would have stared the colo-

nists in the face.

Hindmarsh so embroiled himself with the other

official', that his recall was rendcied necessary. Tie

was .succeeded in 183S bv Colonel Gawler. The nt.'w
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Governor found " scarcely any settlers in the coun-
try

;
no tillage

; very little sheep and cattle pastur-
ing; the two landing places of the most indifferent
description; the population shut up in Adelaide,
existing principally upon the unhealthy and uncer-
tain profits of land-jobbing." The township was a
collection of huts, mostly of stone. Even the Gov-
ernor's dwelling was " of mud put between laths,"
with a thatch roof. The architect had forgotten a
hreplace, to remedy which defect a chimney was
built outside near the front-door. AH kinds of food
were exceedingly dear. The only trade was in
whalebone and oil : of pastoral and agricultural prod-
ucts there were none. The population was 3,680,
and as little or no business was being carried on, it
IS easy to imagine the confusion and distress tliat
prevailed. Gawler began with the determination to
put things straight; but his discretion and his power
were not equal to liis resolution. '•' From the mo-
ment of his arrival," it has been said, " he gave the
impression that he intended to go ahead. A caval-
cade of horsemen went to meet and welcome him on
the road between the landing-place and the citv, but
he shot past it at a hand-gallop on a blood horse he
had borrowed. This little incident illustrates, in
e%;ory particular, his entire career. He was firm in
his saddle, he cared lifflo for anybody, he travelled
fast, and he borrowed freely."
The Treasury was empty, the expenditure being

out of all proportion to the revenue, and crowds of
labourers who were to have formed the " bold peas-
antry " of the schemers were starving. Gawler did
his best to induce the settlers to take up country
holdings and begin the cultivation of the soil. He
also incurred heavy expenditure in providin- em-

I
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ployment for labourer9. Things went merrily for

a time. But retribution soon came. Gawler's bills

upon the Home Government were dishonoured, and

at the end of three years (1839-40-41) a deficit of

£281,842 was piled up. The immediate effect of

the repudiation of the bills was a " slump " in land

speculation. Everybody was eager to sell out, and

many who "^
"'

^lad a little capital left were glad to

seek homes other colonics. In the end, tribu-

lation was
f,

or it taught the colonists a much
needed lesson in energy and self-reliance. Go-ahead

overlanders setiled among them, and, just when the

prospect seemed blackest, it was discovered that the

country was excellent for wheat-growing. Sheep-

farming, too, was becoming a promising industry.

But tlie muddle, into which the finances of the

colony had fallen aroused the serious attention of

the Imperial authorities. Wiseacres abvised now the

Governor and now the Wakefield system. The net

result of their criticism was Gawler's unceremo-

nious recall and the appointment of Captain Grey in

his place. Gawler, it should be said, departed not

only damaged in reputation but ruined in oocket, for

he had squandered most of his own fortui.o in trying

to avert the utter bankruptcy of the cdony. lie

had given considerable attention to explurMion. It

was during his regime rhat Edward John I'yre, after

making fruitless attempts to penetrate to *he centre

of the continent, aceom]>li.slied the feat ot travel-

ling overland to Albany in Western Australia. His
route was round the Great Australian Bight. Tie

and tiis party suffered all the evils that onuhl fall to

the lot of the explorer. Burning sand and ro-'k, arid

desert, weary stretches of waterless country, a pest

of flies, and ^ast of all the treachery of black follow-
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era ending in the murder of Eyre's sole white com-
panion, and the subsequent flight of the murderers
with most of the provisions. Such were some of
the features of Eyre's memorable journey.

With the advent of Grey a new period in South
Australian history begins. The original scheme was
overhauled and remodelled. Tlie Commissioners
were dispensed with and the Secretary of State was
now entrusted with the government of the colony.
Grey's orders were to carry out drastic retrench-
ment

; and, to help him out of the financial trouble,
the Imperial Government granted the colony a loan
of £155,000, which was afterwards " converted into
a free gift." Further loans were granted to cover
Gawler's bills as well as to meet the bills Grey foimd
it necessary to draw to provide for pauper immi-
grants who continued to arrive. Grey had a diffi-

cult and a very unpopular part to play: he played it

with resolution and was regarded by many as belong-
ing to the worst type of Downing Street tyrant. In
a sense he was quite autocratic. His sole superior
was the Secretary of State: in the colony itself there
was no power to control or revise his actions. It can
hardly be denied, however, that his despotism was
on the whole salutary. It aimed at two things
chiefly: (1) the termination of expensive relief
works, and (2) the dispersal of the labouring popu-
lation among the pastoralists and farmers, who
needed them badly. lie succeeded 'n cutting down
the expenditure by nearly two-thirds, though not
without a struggle, which for a long time embittered
his relations with the people. The fact that many
so-called landowners were ready to sell out at almost
any price, enabled a better class of settlers to take
up land in the country. By thx--: means a ptirtioa

o
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of the indigent population that hung round the
to\vnship were provided for. Others, goaded by the
lash of necessity, were ind'.iced to proffer their
services to scjuatters and farmers. When Grey
arrived more tlian half tho people lived in Ade-
laide, when he left two-thirds of them lived in the
country.

The beneficent results of his high-handed proceed-
ings v,\.re not long in showing themselves. Although
low prices prevailed for staple commodities, there
was a marked advance in agriculture and In pastoral
pursuits; and this upward tendency was hastened
by the opportune discovery of rich copper mines at
Kapunda and Burra-Burra. When the mine at

Burra-Burra censed working in 1877, ore to the
value of five million sterling had been extracted.
These discoveries, followed as they were by the inflow
of capital, stimulated enterprise, provided for many
of the unemployed, and in general proved the salva-
tion of the colony. The Home authorities had lost
all conndence in its future, and had instructed Grey
to make arrangements to transport labourers em-
ployed on Government relief works to Sydney. Grey
quietly ignored these instructions, to carry out
which would have involved a heavy expenditure. He
pointed our the objections to the proposal and the
discovery of mineral wealth more than justified his
disobedience. When he retired from office in 184.5
the population was 21. 7.^9, and the revenue, though
still below tl,' expenditure, was increasing in a sat-
isfactory manner.

During the time of Gawler and Grey the settlers
experienced some difficulty with the blacks who com-
mitted various murders and robbed squatters and
overlanders of ^bccp and cattle. The settlers urgaa-
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isod punitive expeditions, but Grey, who everywhere
endeavoured to treat native races with humanity and
forbearance, discountenanced the levying of Avar upon
tlie blacks. Eyre, the explorer, was appointed pro-
tector of the aborigines, and from that time outrages
were of rare occurrence.

Exploration was actively pro^^f^uted. The Sur-
veyor-General, Captain Frome, exumined the country
around Torrens and made an unsuccessful attempt
to reach the centre of the continent. In 1S44 Sturt
set out with the same intention. Good pastoral
country was found, hut the expedition, after en-
countering the Teiitral Australian Desert in its worst
moods, was obliged to turn back without having ac-
complished its ol)ject.

The next Governor, Colonel Kobe, had a brief and
troublous reign. He was a soldier; manlv, but not
overburdened with tact or ahilitv of the kind re-
quired in a Governor. Of all Australian rulers lie
was probably the most silent. ITis one public
speech—in reply to a deputation—consisted of the
words—" I have no remarks to make, gentlemen."
Had he refrained in other matters his reputation
would bo unique. lie imposed an unpopular royalty
on minerals, and excited much hostility by devoting
public funds to the support of religion". Thereupon
even the nominee Council deserted him, leaving him
the sole target for angry remonstrance and abuse,
under these circumstances the Home Government
recalled him. ITis mistakes did not affect the prog-
ress of the colony, which made rapid advances, es-
pecially in wheat-growing. Questions of govern-
ment, it may be worth while to observe, altliough
fiercely debated, have on the whole exercised but a
Fmall infiuence on flm real development of the col-
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onies. Parliaments debate and wrangle, tut busi-

ness goes on independently, in the lines of least

resistance. Party questions are regarded as external

things in which everybody is interested, indeed, but
interested somewhat in the same way as in a game of

cricket or football.

Sir Henry Edward Fox Young, who arrived in

1848 was the first civilian Governor to be sent to

South Australia. With a population of nearly 40,-

000, and a revenue that increased in three years from
£32,433 to £82,411, the colony we^ no longer in the

swaddling stage; indeed it was already clamouring
for a popular government. At any rate, Downing
Street thought that the day of the purely military

administrator was over. Young busied himself with

schemes for the opening up of the couttry. One of

these schemes was the attempt to open the Murray
for navigation and to remove the bar at its mouth.
A reward of £4,000 was offered to the first person

who should take an iron steamer up the Murray to its

junction with the Darling. This feat was accom-
plished by a Mr. Cadell, but the reward was by no
means equal to his outlay. The effort to clear away
the bar was a signal failure. The Lower Murray, in

fact, has never been of much value as a commercial
highway. The establishment of an effective road
system and of district councils for local government
purposes gives Governor Young a better claim to

grateful memory.
On the discovery of gold in the eastern colonies,

South Australia suffered a temporary withdrawal
of population, chiefly of the labouring class. For a

time all industries were stagnant. 13ut the estab-

lishment of an escort route between Bendigo and
'Adelaide diverted to South Australia some of lUe
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wealth of the Victorian gold-fields. Enterprising
squatters and others, moreover, soon realised ihat
money was to he made by catering for the waiita of
the mining population.

!
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CHAPTER XXII.

REPKESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT.

The year IBSl marks the end of the old system

of poviTiimont, consisting of an administrator and a

nominee conncil. A legislature of one chamber,
composed of 10 elected and 8 nominee mond)ers was
now created. To this Legislative ronncil, as it was
termed, was given the control of " all expenditure
chargealile to the general revenue." The Governor
still retained control over the revenue arising from
the sale or lease of public lands.

In 1853 the population of the colony had reached
79,000, and by the Act under which it was founded,
a Constitution was promised as soon as the iidiabit-

ants should number 50,000. The new Legislative

Council uow occupied itself in drafting a Constitu-
tion. The Bill provided for a nominee Upper
House, members of which were to hold office for life,

and for a Lower House to be elected every three
years on a low suffrage. The chambers were to

possess equal authority except on the question of

IVfoney Bills, which could originate only in the
Assembly, Public opinion, however, was so strongly
opposed to the nominee principle that the original
Bill was set aside. It was not till October, during
the Governorship of Sir Richard MacDonnell, that
the revised bill returned to the colony with tho
Royal assent. The Constitution Act provided a
I^effislfitive Council and an Assemblj, Both of these

i ^
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wero elective. Tlic m(>mbpr3 of the Upper House
were to be elected by tlie whole colony, voting as one
constituency. The Council was not" subject to dis-

solution, but one-third of its members were to retire
every fourtii year. The qualifications of electors for
the Council were a £50 freehold; or a lease having
three years to run; or a right of purchase of the
annual value of £20 ; or tenancy of a house having
an annual value of £25. Every male adult, twenty-
one years of age, wjio had resided six months in the
colony, had a right to vote in the election of nieiiil)ers

for the Assembly. Parliaments were triennial, but
could be dissolved by the Governor.

As in other ccdonies, some difliculties wore experi-
enced at the outset of re,si)on8ible govornnunit. The
first ministries were more or less makeshifts: tiie

first collapsed in less than four months, the second
lasted nine days, and the third twenty-nine days.
But after that something like stability pre%'ailod.

The fourth Parliament passed a measure whicli has
proved a boon wherever it has been adopted. This
was the Torrcns Act, framed by ]Mr. R. R. Torrens.
By means of it the transfer of real property was
simplified to a remarkable extent. Instead of a com-
plicated series of legal documents, one for each
change of ownership, tbe Torrens Act devised a
simple method of registration and endorsement, by
which every change of ownership was shown upon the
original title deed.

With the establishment, of responsible government
South Australia commenced many useful public
works. The railway line connecting Adelaide witii

its port was completed. Another line was formed
from the capital to Gawler and tlience to Kapunda.
The first telegraph liae was Liid betv.'ecn Adelaide
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and the Port, and within a few years tclogrophio

communication was e6tal)!ished with Melbourne.
The mystery of the interior was soon to be cleared up.

Expeditions under Babbagc and Warburton were un-

successful in their primary object—the discovery of
gold—but brought back valuable ii formation. None
of these, however, had reached the centre of the con-

tinent. Tliat feat was reserved far McDoiiall Stuart,

who had been draughtsman v.ith Sturt's famous
Central Australian Expedition. Two attempts were
unsuccessful so far as his main object—crossing the

continent—was concerned; but he succeeded in

reaching a point some distance north of Central
Mount Stuart. On Xew Year's Day, 18G1, he set

out again and raced Burke r/ud Wills for the Gulf
of Carpentaria. On .July 24th, 1862, the sea v/as

sighted. " The beach," says Stuart's diary, " was
covered with soft blue mud. It being el b-t;de, I

could see for some distance, and found it wouM be
impossible to take the horses along it. I theretore

kept them where I had halted them, and allowed half

the party to come on to the beach and gratify them-
selves with a sight of the sea, while the other half
remained to watch the ! irses until their return. T
dipped my feet and washed my face and hands in

the sea, as I had promised the late Governor, Sir
Richard MacDonnell, I would do if I reached it."

Stuart was rewarded by the grant of 1,000 square
miles of grazing country and £3,000 in cash ; but the
privations he had mdergone had undermined his
strength, and he die not live long to enjoy the hon-
ours that a grateful colony heaped upon him.
At the tirmiuation of MacDonnell's period of office

the population was 126,830. The revenue was con-
eiderablj over half a riiilliou; the area of land ;mde-r
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cultivation had trebled in the last ten years; the

number of sheep had doubled; and the exports in

1862 were valued at £2,145,796

Sir Pominick Dal^, who succeeded MacDonnell,

r\iled the colony from 1862 until his death in 1868.

The year after his arrival the Northern Territory

was included in the province of South Australia,

and steps were taken to form a settlement on tho

north coast. E«cape Cliffs in Adam Bay was selected

as the scene of operations, and a number of emigrants

went thither by sea from Adelaide. The settlers

were not iniprcssed with the locality, and exercised

to the full the British privilege o^ grumblinnr and

quarrelling among themselves. The Government

then despatched J. ^rcKinlay, the explorer, to report

on the situation generally, and especially to find a

more suitable site for the settlement. He conducted

an expedition to the East Alligator River; but

there ho was caught in a sudden flood, from which

he escaped with difficulty in a punt covered with

tlie hides of the horses he had with him. The

smoU of tho hides attracted a disagreeable retinue

of sharks and alligators. McKinlay's mission did

not help the infant colony out of its difficulties.

Finally, on the recommendation of Mr. Goyder, the

Surveyor-General, it was removed to Port Darwin.

Here was founded the township of Palmerston,

which the transcontinental telegraph line and the

discovery of gold in the Northern Territory have

made a pla^e of permanent importance.

For some time past the system in vogue for dis-

posing of the waste lands of the colony had been

productive of serious evils. Tt had encouraged a

class of speculators, who attended the land sales and

bought up as much as they could in the hope ol ob-

dibttm
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taining sj.^ , ; ivo prices from persons gcuuifuly
desirous of stttling on the land. To some extent
these abuses were remedied hv Strangvvay's Act, bv
virtue of -vliich land could l)c sold on credit, the
full amount being i)a_valde. in four years. This .sys-

tem, which liuiited ."election to *M0 acres, was a great
iniprov( irient, although the residential provisions
were liable to be evaded.

Daly was succeeded by Sir James Fergu.sson, a
man experienced in alT.'iirs and parliamentary gov-
cniincnt. His irycue is marked V . initiation

of a vigorous public work.s policy . ... especially
by the construction of the transcontinental telegraph
lino which connectid Adelaide with Port Darwin.
This work, rendered difficult by the immen.se distance,

nearly two thousand mihs, over which material had
to be transported, and by I be ab.sence of timber along
the route, was comjdeted in two years.

In tiie last twenty-five years of South Australian
history there has been little that is striking or pic-
tiuesque. For the most part it is but the record of
an industrial development, which has been marked
by none of those extraordinary circumstances which
characterise the progress of the eastern colonics.
Xo .seiLsational gold discoveries have been made, and
though the colony possesses valuable copper mines,
her assets consist chiefly in wheat, in vineyards, in
flocLs of sheep and herds of cattle. A rapidly in-
creasing area is devoted to the growth of vines,
South Australia ranking next to Victoria in the pro-
duction of wine. The wheat industry, though it has
fallen off in late years, is very important. Climate
and soil combine to produce a fine quality of grain,
well known in the European markets.

^^\. uvxa pui.n. v.uiji.a puiicj- iiiitiaica Uj an
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Jatnoa F«»rgU8Son was pantiniicd by succtodiiii;; ad-

ministrations. Mr. .Tamos I'fnti Hoticiiuf, a lawyer

and j,x>litic'ian of i-onsjiicuour^ abilifv, wlin hfcamr

pronuor in 1^74, proposed to raiM- a loan of

£i'],<M)(»,0(>0, w! Ii a view to devplopiii^ the resources

of tiie c.ilony more *horouf(hly. To meet the inter-

est on this .''iim he prop(»-M'd to levy stamp, probate

and sueeessiun duties; but his proposal ilid not

commend i(-elf to l)otli House: . and ihe IJoui aut niirt-

istrv retired in favour of n eabinet at the heml of

W'hieh ^v;ls tlif Hon. Tohn f 'olton. Tln^ latter, by

abatiiloninp; tin- taxnuun propo^-als for a time, \va,<

able to raise a loais of ihrce millions and bej^in

the policy pr.ijccted by his ])redocessor. Many m w
railways were const ruetcd, and the overland tele-

graph line to Western Australia was, in ISTT, ex-

tended as far as Euela, near th- head of the IJijjht.

Shortly after the arrival • f Sir William Jervois at

tlio end of tliat year, it had reached Pcrtli. The fol-

lowing year the first sod of the transcontinental rail-

way from Port Augusta to Port Denison was laid.

At present it has reached Ooilnadattn, T37 iiilcs

from Adelaide. In tin same year was laid the foun-

dation of the Adelaide University.

The period of active expansion was f<dlowed by a

financial crisis. It was due partly to wild specula-

tion in land, aiid partly to low prices of staple prod-

ucts, the failure of harvests owincr to drought, and

the closing of some of the mines. The depression

was not of long duration, however. A copious rain-

fall and valuable mineral discoveries were the prin-

cipal agents in restoring confidence and prosperity.

Several South Australian Governors have inter-

ested themselves in the exploration f>f the interior.

To tliC Earl of Kiuiore, "iivwever, belongs iLe Louour
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of being the first of them to cross the continent. In
1881 he took ship to Port Darwin, and returned
to Adelaide overland along the telegraph route. In
1886 died Sir Thomas Elder, than whom Australia
has had no greater benefactor. He introduced the
breeding of camels into the colony, fitted out several

expeditions at his own expense, founded a conserva-
torium of music at Adelaide, and at his death left

a large sum to be divided among various public in-

stitutions.

Although the Government of South Australia has
principally concerned itself with the development of
the resources of the country, it has nevertheless taken
a sjTnpathetic interest in Federation. It has also, in

imitation of Xew Zealand, indulged in certain novel
experiments in legislation. In 1896 the State Ad-
vances Bill was passed and a state bank was shortly
afterwards established. Another innovation was put
into force in the same year. This was the granting
of the franchise to women. At the general election
in April, 1R96, sixty per cent, of the women enrolled
took advantage of their right to vote. The results
in no way bore out the predictions of the opponents
of the measure.

Those two measures, the State Advances Bill and
the Adult Suffrage Bill, are typical of two tendencies
which may be traced in the politics of all the Aus-
tralasian colonies : a tendency to enlarge the functions
of the State and an equally strong tendency to make
government more and more democratic. It is still

too early to speculate as to the ultimate effect of
these tendencies.

!(•
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DISCOVEBY AND SETTLEMENT.

Tasmania was discovered by the celebrated Dutch

navigator, Abel Jan Tasman, in the year 1642, and

was named by him Van Diemen's Land in honour

of Anthony Van Diemen, Governor of the Dutch

East Indies, by whose orders he had undertaken his

voyage of discovery into the southern seas. The

name given to the country by its discoverer was borne

by it until the year 185:^, when it was changed to

Tasmania in memory of its discoverer. For one

hundred and thirty years after its discovery the

island was unvisited by Europeans. In 1772 two

French vessels

—

Mascarin and Marquis de Castres,

commanded by Captain Marion du Fresne—entered

Storm Bay, the very harbour which had sheltered

Tasman in 1642. Next year Captain Furneaux,

commanding the Adventure, one of the vessels of

Captain Cook's expedition for the prosecution of dis-

coveries in high southern latitudes, entered the same

bay, having been separated from the Resoltdion,

which Captain Cook commanded. In 1777 Captain

Cook himself, on his last voyage, and commanding

the Discovery, visited Storm JBay and remained thera
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some few days, being very well received by t^ na-

tives. In 1788 Lieutenant William Bligh, on his

way to Otaheite, visited Adventure Bay, the inlet of

Bruni Island, named after Furneaux's ship. He
planted some fruit trees, maize and vegetables, and

left an inscri]>tion stating when and by whom this

was done. The trees were in a lloi"-ishing condition

in 1792, when D'Entrecastoaux visited the bay.

In 1789 Captain J. H. Cox, in the brig Mercury.

sighted the south-cast coast and discovered Oyster

Bay. In April, 1792, Admiral Tlruni D'Entrecas-

teaux and Captain Iluon do Kermadcc, in charge oi

the expedition in search of the ill-fated La Perouse,

. ntercd Storm Bay, and remain \ there for nearly

one month exploring and surveying the embouchures

of the Iluon and Derwent Rivers, Bruni Island,

Port Esperance and other inlets. Admiral D'En-

trecasteaux returned in January of the following

year in order to complete the surveys he had begun.

This expedition carried with it a number of scientific

men, and a tliorough examination of the country was

made; indeed, all subsequent voyagers to this part

of Van Diemen's Land were greatly indebted to

the French navigators for the thoroughness of their

work. Two years later Captain Hayes, in the Duke

avd Duchess, entered the Derwent and gave it the

name it bears, superseding the appellation Riviere

du Xord conferred upon it by D'Entrecasteaux. For

many years after its discnvorv Tasmania was consid-

ered to be part of the Australian Continent, and it

was not until 1708 that its insularity was estal)-

lished. In that year Captain Hilibs, commanding

the Norfolk, having on board Lieutenant Flinders

and Surgeon Ba-^s. of IT.M.S. Reliance, sailed

through the straits wiiica uow bear Bass' name, and

iH

y,
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thus proved Tasmania to be an island. In 1802 a
scientific expedition, litted out by the JTrench Gov-
ernment, and consisting of the ships Geoyraphe and
Naluraliste, with the corvette Casuarina, under the

command of Commodore Ijaudin, explored the south-

ern and eastern shores uf the island. The groat at-

tention paid by the French to the new-found lands

of the s'tuthern seas caused great disturbance in the

minds of the authorities both in Sydney and in Lon-
don, and it was determined that Van Diemen's Land
should 1x3 found occuj)ied, should the French attempt

to establish a colony on the shores of the inlets they

had been surveying so diligently. Accordingly, in

the yoar 1803, " in order to establish His ^lajcsty's

right to the island," Lieutenant Eowen was sent to

form a settlement on the Derwent ; with him were a

small party of soldiers and some cimvicts. The spot

selected for a settlement—Kisdon—was on the left

bank of the Derwent, about eight miles above the

present site of Ilobart. Some time previously Gov-
ernor King, of Sydney, had cles])atehed Tolonel

David Collins to establish a post at Port Phillip,

mainly for the purpose of protecting the seal fisheries

and forestalling the French. When Collins found tiis

position at Port Phillip untenalde, he was in doubt

as to whether he would remove his party to Port
Dalrymple, on the opposite shore of the strait, or to

the Derwent. There were many reasons to be urged

in faviMir of the northern port as the principal place

of settlement for tlie now colony; one having great

weight was the protect inn it would aflFord to tlio Brit-

ish sealers in Pass' Straits, who feared the interfer-

ence of American whalers and sealers, whose enter-

prise had carried them so fnr south. Lieutenant-

Governor Collins caused Port Dalrymple to be cxaTU-
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ined, but, in spite of the favourable report of his

subordinates, decided, with the concurrence of his

superior at Sydney, to remove to the southern part

of the island. Collins accordingly removed his people

to the Derwent, and with admirable judgment se-

lected Sulfivan's Cove as the site of his settlement.

This was on the opi>osite shore to Eisdon and on the

spot where ITobart now stands. The two settle-

ments of Collins and Bowen continued for some

time independent of one another, until orders were

received from Sydney for their amalgamation.

Governor King, if left to himself, would have been

content with the establishment at Eobart as suffi-

cient protection against the French, but the British

Government was greatly alarmed at the despatches it

had received from Australia, urging the occupation

of various points in the straits and on Van Die-

men's Land, to prevent the intrusion of the French,

with whom they were at war. The London authori-

ties therefore ordered the occupation of Port Dal-

rymple, and the transference of part of the establish-

ment then at Norfolk Island, with a proportion of the

settlers andconvicts to that place. Accordingly, Gov-

er.ior King despatched to Port Dalrymple Colonel

Paterson as Lieutenant-Governor, and with him a

small establishment of convicts and soldiers from

Sydney, to which were subsequently added various

detachments of convicts and others. There were,

therefore, in 1S04, two settlements in Van Diemen's

Land at opposite ends of the isla d, and a question

of jurisdiction immediately aroso between the two

Lieutenant-Governors. Colonel Collins claimed that

his appointment as Lieutenant-Governor extended to

the whole of Van Diemen's Land, and that, there-

fore, the uorthcru settlement was within his juri*?-
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diction. This claim Patorson wholly repudiated,

and in this he was upheld by Governor King, who
issued a general order dividing the island into two

independent governments, to be known respectively

as the counties of Cornwall and Buckingham, the

dividing line to be the 42d parallel of south lati-

tude, each government to be siibordinate only to him-

self as Governor-in-Chief of Xcw South Wales and

its dependencies.

The colonists at once undertook the usual occupa-

tion of pioneers, and were able to avoid some of the

difficulties experienced in tl.a parent settlement at

Sydney. Some shipments of stock were made from

Sydney and some from Calcutta at considerable ex-

pense, and though a large number of stock dieil

sliorlly aftf landing, the remainder throve well on

the abundani pastures of the island.

Policy dictated that encounters with the natives

should, as far as possible, be avoided. The blacks

were timid, but inclined to be friendly; and the re-

lations of the two races woulil undoubtedly have been

very amicable, were it not for an untoward accident

arising out of the culpable ignorance of Lieutenant

Moore, who held command at Risdon during the ab-

sence of his superior officer, Lieutenant Bowen. A
large party of natives, men, women and children,

appeared close to the settlement; they were armed

for the chase, and were engaged in hunting kanga-

Lieuterant Moore, mistaking the intentionsroo.

of the natives, and seeing that the men were armed,

thought to forestall an assault by attacking them.

The soldiers were hastily formed and ordered to fire,

.vhich they did with such execution that fifty of the

unfortunate blacks, including many women and

children, were slain. No explanation of the unfortu-

f
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nate mistake could be made to the natives, who saw

in the act of the colonists mere wanton aggression,

and thenceforward there was relentless war between

the two races. At the other end of the island the

relations with the "
' icks were also unfortunate. The

day after taking possession—12th November, 1804

—Peterson's camp was approached by a body of

natives 80 strong, and some small presents were

made to the chief; the natives, however, wished to

appropriate everything in the camp that their fancy

lighted upon, and in self-protection the officer in

charge was compelled to force them out of the camp

;

but presently they returned and attempted to throw

a sergeant on guard into the sea, and otherwise mal-

treated two soldiers. Being fired upon, they made

off, leaving in the hands cf the settlers one of their

number dead and another severely wounded.

The two settlements were for a long time without

recjular means of communication by land, and it was
considered a remarkable feat when Lieutenant Lay-

cock made, in eight days, the overland journey be-

tween Ilobart and Launceston. Several years before

Van Diemen's Land was taken possession of, the

British Government had ordered the evacuation of

Norfolk Island, but it was not until 1S03 that the

order was actually received on the island, and even

then the greatest reluctance was displayed in carry-

ing it out. The inhabitants of Norfolk Island, who
numbered about one thousand, were very adverse to

leaving their homes, and five years were occupied

in completely removing them. !?vfost of the settlers

were emancipated convicts and owned small free-

holds, in exchange for which lands were allotted to

them in Van Diemen'3 Land or in New South Wales,

as they preferred, and they were re - ved at the

if'
i i_ r I
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public expense. On the whole they were dealt with

most liberally. The place where most of them lo-

cated themselves was Van Di<*men's Land, and tho

new settlers called their locniion Xew Norfolk and

Norfolk Plains, in memory <^^ ilicir much-loved

island-home. The removal oi: the Norfolk Island set-

tlers occurred at a very unfortunate time, so far aa

the infant colony of Van Dicmen's Land was con-

cerned. The colony was far from producing av^-

cieiit food-stuffs for its own requirements, and the

mother colony of New South Wales, to which it

looked for help in time of trouble, was suffering

from adverse seasons, and could give it little aid.

The climate of the island is mild and the seasons

regular, and for the small population of the early

days there was abundance of good land; neverthe-

less, the settlers suffered many severe privations, and

for a tim& they were on the brink of starvation;

provisions were reduced very low, and so great were

tbo fears of the authorities, that they took the extra-

ordinary step of enfranchising the convicts and

arming some of them, so that they might obtain from

the wilds of the forests the food which they could

not receive from the public stor.-. The period of

scarcity lasted for more than two years, and was

only ended by the arrival of a cargo of wheat from

India at a time when the colonists had ceased any

longer to hope for succour.

Licutcnnnt-Govcrnor Collins died in 1810, and

several military oflicers in turn administered the gov-

ernment pending the appointment of another gov-

ernor. It was during this period that Governor Mac-

quarie visited the settlements to see with his own eyes

the state of affairs in his dependency. He at once

saw that there was no justification for the continu-

j-» .
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ation of two governments, one at Hobart and tho

other at Port Dalrymple, and accordingly he placed

the government of the whole island iinder one head.

In 1811 Colonel Davey was appointed Lieutenant-

Governor, and applied himself to the task of govern-

ment with such alternation of firmness and weak-
ness, as might have been expected from a man who
spent his nights (like the Regent Orleans) in sys-

tematic dissipation. The community adopted its

tone from the Governor; Government officials, high

and low, lived in open lawlessness with the female

convicts; wives were bought, sold, and exchanged

as if they were chattel property. Sheep and rum
were the only currency, and Van D'amen's Land as

a colony made very slight progress, although there

was a certain show of prosperity about Hobart itself,

whicli gained no little importance from its nearness

to the whale fisheries. But as regards the country

districts, the condition of aflFairs was deplorable.

Nor was Davey entirely responsible. The necessi-

ties of the famine years which caused the liberation

of so many desperate ruffians, to enable them to live

with as little assistance as possible from the public

stores, had a very serious effect on the infant settle-

ment. Many of the released convicts naturally re-

fused to return to servitude, and being unable, if

willing, to follow lawful occupations, they organised

themselves into bands and terrorised the country
districts, plundering and ravaging right up to the

streets of Hobart. The Governor issued various

proclamations against brigandage, and dealt severely

with such of the outlaws as came into his hands, but

it was not to be expected that much attention would
be paid by the convicts to the threats and commands
of a Governor, %vbo himself showed so little respect
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for morality and the common decencies of civilised

life. The impunity with which the bushrangers car-

ried on their nefarious trade was a standing invita-

tion to the other convicts to escape from servitude

and take to the bush, a mutter very easy of accom-
plishment, as the guards were few and their duties

many. The Tasnianian convicts were of the worst

class, they were in many instances the irreformable

criminals of the mother colony, sent on to Van Die-

men's Land as a further punishment. The brutal-

ity of the outlaws became at last so aggressive that

Davey, in desperation, put the whole colony under
martial law, a proceeding quite beyond his powers
as Lieutenant-Governor, and which was disallowed

by Macquarie as Governor-in-Chief. Davey refused

to continue in his position when his judgment in so

important a point was overruled, and sent in his

psignation. After Davey came Colonel Sorell as

Lieutenant-Governor, a man of entirely different

type. Davey had landed at Ilobart in his shirt-

sleeves and called at the first house he passed and
asked for a drink. Colonel Sorell's landing was for-

mal and official, and he was in most respects the

opposite of his predecessor. Almost his first care

was to suppress bushranging, and he succeeded so far

as to relieve the settlers of the constant dread of

pillage and ill-usage under which they laboured dur-

ing the last years of Davey's administration. Almost
every convict in Van Diemen's Land was a poesible

outlaw, and the bushr.aging trouble was never
wholly conquered by Sorell, and, as will be seen, re-

vived later on in all its violence.

For sheep-farming Sorell did a great deal, and act-

ing on the advice of settlers acquainted with the

mother colony, he procured three hundred lambs

r
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from flocks of mcrinns which Johu Macarthur liad

bred in Camden, in New South Wales. Sorell also

encouraged immigration by granting to eligible set-

tlers grants of land and the loan of seed and stock.

Me also encouraged religion and education, so greatly

neglected by his predecessor, and under his rule a

newspaper was published, and the beginning of a

public \v')rks policy may be found in the attention

paid by him to opening up roads to the various places

of settlement. Kegular fortnightly communication

was established between Hobart and Launceston, the

time of journey taken by the mail being seven days

to cover 133 m'iles. In 1821 the island colony de-

pastured 170,000 sheep and 35,000 cattle, and 15,000

acres were under tillag<\ With a population of only

7,400 persons. Van Diemen's Land was able to ex-

port both wheat and wool, and the future looked

extremely bright. Lieutenant-Governor Sorcll was

recalled in 1624, greatly to the regret of all classes

of settlers. To Lieutenant-Governor Sorcll suc-

ceeded Colonel. Arthur in 1824, and in the following

year Vaa Diemen's Laud was granted by the Im-

perial Government, Executive and Legislative Coun-

cils with ;.dvisory and legislative functions. The

Executive Coimcil comprised four members, and the

Legislature seven members, all nominated by the

Crown. The Governor of New South Whales was gtill

superior to the Lieutenant-Governor of the island,

whose functions w^ere given to him to bo exercised

in the absence of the Governor, but as the rulers of

New South Wales did not visit the island, the au-

thority implied by the name of Governor-in-Chiof

was never exercised. The last years of Sorell's ad-

ministration had been attended Vvith some rf^laxntinn

oi discipline. The Governor Lad dealt effectively

^taLi^
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with the bushranging on hi.s first assuming control of

atfairs. but towards the end there was a revival of

outlawry. The administration of convict affairs,

in reality the chief business of the Governor, was not

altogether saccesaful in Sorell's hands. It is prob-

ablo that experience showed him that it was useless

to attempt to reform criminals associated lOge.her

as they were in and around TTobart, and he contented

himself with the careful performance of his routine

duties. Lieutenant-Governor Arthur's mind was of

a different type. His pervading idea was the main-

tenance of discipline, and though rnnch has been said

of the barbarities committed during Arthur's twelve

vears' rule, it is certain that he was able to make

the detention of the better class i)risoner3 less brutal-

i.sing than it was in the time of bis milder prede-

cessors. Towards the incorrigible offender Artliur

was unrelenting—he was severity itself. Having

cleared the country of buslirangers, he turned bis at-

tention to affairs of administration. He found

much to complain of in the official management^ of

.'•ffairs, and set about remedying them without hesita-

tion and without fear. He suspended and removed

all officials who thwarted him, or with whom he had

reason to be dissatisfied, and from them and their

friends arose cries of protestation at the Gtn-emor's

tyranny. He also speedily came into collision with

the free settler? and landowners, the latter especially

did he estrange. The land regulations drawn up in

England, to come into force in 1831, providodfor

the sale of Crown lands at not less than five shillings

an acre ; by distributing land-grants freely and with-

out payment, before the regulations couM take effect,

the Governor for a time de!=troyed the sale value r,f

other lands, to tlie indignation of the owners. The

:£,.^iiHil
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penalty for pablieation without i license. But this,

though an -arbitrary step, was b it fr>^' winnj an Enj?-
lish precedent .^s Arthur's I^cr^ gi=l=ture was
formed of non.inees he Lad practically full control

-r

ii V

there.

ty be-

ii (lia-

'nista

'e to

tant

how
^losition

iticisms

be treated in
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* the machincr >£ lr);ioiutiot!, and w liin certain

nits could cl^ 'e lite law !3 he ^vi8hp(i TIh-

• oplc's only rein sy w;i jv^itati-ii and appeal to the

Home Government, anti ihey ag tated r 1 appealed

until they at last voi: th^ ame riirli as were en-

(1 by their fv.. v c^'juists in tl other coloiiie.s;

from Arthiir the, gained ' lirle. Under his

rule the fa< of tl' eountry bntrhtened, settle-

it'iit was idel> ext* M, and communication by

roads gren facilita ., for ho Governor employed

all the convicf^ not assigneti to settlers, and not so

unraanageaWr ^ to need being 1 pt under restraint,

in road-mak a; und on other pii c worl A large

amount of , apital was attract! d to ' le country.

The Van Dicmeii's Land Company obtained large

grants of Ian ' in the north-west of the island

—

."50,000 acres -i a^'. of which 100,000 acres were at

Emu Bay a\. C; * ular Head. Other land grants

were given, hi in a lesser scale, and irge impd--

tatinns of live stock were m.- Ic Wh.
:

Gr.v rn

Arthur's term of office expire 1:>'

island had increased threefo'

£75,000 to nearly one ml"
nue had increased in pro

services in Tasmania the t i''>

net and conferred upon hi

Canada.
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CHAPTER XXIV.

BUSHBANGINO TBOUBLES AND NATIVE DIFFICULTy.

EvEEY Australian colony has had its bushranging

period, but in Van Diemen'a Land this was almost

coeval with settlement. It has already been narrated

how in the days of famine Colonel Collins re-

leased the convicts from their servitude in order that

they might obtain their own sustenance by hunting.

As Collins might have expected and probably did

expeqt, many of these did not return to their chains,

preferring the hardships of the bush to the lash of

the taskmaster. Tasmania, like the mainland of

Australia, does not afford sustenance for the human
family unless the soil be cultivated, and the convicts

who remained in the bush naturally took to plunder

to support themselves, and the formation of the

country favoured the escape of the plunderers.

Even before Collins died bushranging had become a

pest, and to such an extent did it prevail that agri-

culture was greatly impeded. The outlaws roamed

the country in organised gangs, burning and destroy-

ing in the most wanton way. Brutal by nature, and

made more brutal by tlio convict discipline of Nor-

folk Island and Van Diemen's Land, they became

if possible even more depraved by the license they

were able to indulge in after their escape from cus-

tody. Their horrible treatment of the aborigines

will be referred to later on, and as they gained con-

fidence by impunity, their treatment of the whites
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was equally bad, and many settlers were so terrified

by the treatment they had received, or by what had

happened to their neighbours, that they abandoned

their farms. The success of the outlaws was so

complete that several persons of better class joined

their ranks, and the community was in despair. The

disallowance of Lieutenant-Governor Davey's procla-

mation of martial law, which has been alluded to in a

previous chapter, had the happy result of bringing

about his resignation and the succession of Colonel

Sorell. The new administrator's first work was to

put down bushranging. Large rewards were of-

fered for the capture of a bushranger, and private

persons freely subscribed to the fund out of which

the rewards were paid. The license prevailing in

official circles, and in the convict gangs, was put an

end to; all communication with the outlaws was

stopped, and all convicts likely to attempt to escape,

or who were well disposed towards the outlaws, were

confined to the settlement at Macquarie Ilarbour.

Promises of pardon were made to men still in servi-

tude as an inducement for them to engage in the

pursuit of the bushrangers, and outlying settlements

were strictly guarded. The first effect of these

measures was to prevent the recruiting of the outlaws

by the accession of escaped convicts, and one after

another the bands were broken up, and their mem-

bors killed or captured, but not without great loss

of lifo to tte pursuers. One of the last to fall was

Jilichael Howe, the worst of &V jse ruffians who

disgraced the name of man, av. added to crimes

innumerable and abominable the basest ingratitude

to those who befriended him. An interesting sketch

of the career of this notorious scoundrel is given in

Ilcatoa's Dictionary. Howe was at oue nme a sca-

^
. '
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man of the Royal Navy, and afterwards the owner
of a small coasting vesh- 1. He was transported from
England for highway robbery, and arrived in Van
Diemen's Land in 1812. He was assigned as a serv-

ant shortly after his arrival, but on the first op-
portunity he escaped to the bush and joined a gang
of outlaws commanded by a desperado named White-
'ead, and numbering about twenty. The gang
attacked and sacked the to\vn of New Norfolk, and
marched on to Pitt Water, burning and destroying
the houses, haystacks, and other property of all tho
farmers who were obnoxious to them. Returning,
they again attacked New Norfolk, which was defend-
ed by .the settlers assisted by some soldiers. The set-

tlers were again worsted, but "Whitehead was seri-

ously injured, and finding himself unable to move
and unlikely to recover, asked Howe to shoot him
and cut off his head, so that the settlers would not
receive the reward placed by the Governor upon it.

This Howe did, and assumed command in White-
head's stead. The depredations of the gang con-
tinued with additional vigour until their fastnesses
were betrayed to the police by a native girl, belong-
ing to the gang, who had been captured by the sol-
diers. This girl had been Howe's companion, and
he was accustomed to leave his companions for short
periods and retire to some mountain fastness with
her. These hiding places were disclosed to Howe by
^e girl, to whom he was apparently much attached.
Howe gave himself up to Captain Nairne on an
assurance of present saffiy, and a promise of his
intercession for pardon. The outlaw did not remain
long in restraint, but escaping from his guard again
took to the bush. He found his gang broken up, only
two men remaining. One of these, named Watts, ar-
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ranged with a stock-keeper named Drewe to betray
him, and, taking Howe unawares, they effected his

capture, and having bound his hands behind him
the captors proceeded to bring their man into Hobart,
with the hope -f obtaining the price put on Howe's
head. On the way Howe managed to get his hands
loose, and springing upon Watts, seized his knife
and stabbed him fatally, then taking his gun shot
Drewe dead on the spot. The reward for the cap-
ture or killing of Howe was increased, and freedom
and a pa.ssage to England was offered if the captor
were a convict. The bait was too tempting to be
long resisted. A convict named Worral, conspiring
with one of Howe's mates and a soldier named Pugh,
attempted the capture. After a desperate struggle
with Ho've the men, not being able to take him alive,

dashed his brains out. In a pouch which Howe car-
ried was found a record of his crimes, and the names
of his many accomplices as well as of the receivers
of stolen, property. It was asserted by Howe at

the time he gave himself up, that some of the police,

apparently the most eager in pursuit of him, were
really his acconiplicesi, and shared with him the gaii.s

of his nefarious trade. It is now well known that
during the bushranging period the interests of jus-
tice were betrayed by those who were charged with
the mission of preserving the peace. The constables
were prisoners of the Crown, and it was their in-

terest to detect, or pretend to delect, crime, thus
o^taiiiing a claim to quicker liberation. The mast
atroci' is perjuries were at times committed by the
p- iice, deliberately implicating innocent persons, and
it was ascertained without doubt rhat in many cases
they received a ;hare of the booty. The destruction
of the buahrangera was folhwed by a period of great

I
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progress, but outrages again commenced towards the

close of Governor Sorell's rule, and when Govenior

Arthur took office he found there was a recrudes-

cence of bushranging in its worst form. As before,

the bushrangers were escaped convicts, and owing

to the merciless severity with which Arthur adrain-

isitered the laws, many other convicts took to the hush,

preferring death by starvation to the horrors of the

couvict system. In the year 1825, which was about

twelve months after Arthur's arrival, over one hun-

dred armed convicts were at large, and a reign of

terror was again established. Every outlying homo-

stead was loopholed for defence, and muskets primed

and loaded stood ready for the defenders, who left

one or more of their number on the wtch lest they

should bo surprised by armed marauders. So great

was tiie daring of tlio outlaws that one desperado

named Brady, at the head of a mounted gang, seized

tliG town of Sorell, a place a few miles west of Port

Dalrymple, locking up in the gaol the soldiers they

found there and literating the prisoners. The con-

dition of affairs became so bad that it became a ques-

tion whether the authority of the Crown would cease

over a great part of the Island. Governor Arthur

determined to make the most strenuous personal

efforts to put an end to the organib'^d brigandage,

and, getting together a strong body of soldiers and

civilians under his own leadership, he systematic-

ally himtod the outlaws down, and in 1S2G the

plague was once more stamped out and the law again

prevailed. Many of the bushrangers w<?re shot down

in their tracks, and during ]'*25 and 1826 one hun-

dred and three who were captured were executed.

Van Diemf^n's Land had a native difficulty almogt

from the first days of eettlement. Allusion has al-

ift
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ready been made to the unfortunate slaiighter of the

natives at Risdon. In this affair where fifty Uvea

were lost the blacks were innocent of all wrongdo-

ing; the disaster occurred owing solely to the

ignorance and panic of Lieutenant Moore and the

settlers. This outrage was in no way atoned for,

and begat the most bitter and relentless hostility in

the native mind. It might be supposed that time

would have softened the feeling's of the natives

towards the settlers, but their ill-treatment was so con-

tinuous that the healing effects of time had no chanca

of operation. When Lieutenant-Governor Collins

releajEcd the convicts to save them from famine, and
enable them to live by the chase, he added a new
scourge to the natives. Many of the convicts were

the scum of the gaols, who looked upon the aborig-

ines as fair game, and used thom accordingly.

Their babes "R-ere murdered in cold blood, their

maidens brutally violated, and their wives stolen

or lured from them by theso fiends in human guise.

The authorities did their best to put an end to this

troubled state of affairs, but presently found them-

selves imable to protect tho white settlers and the

aborigines were loft to their fate. Governor Davey
did his beet for tho natives, but his best was very

little. The bushrangers were not likely to pay heed

to the proclamations and notices which Davey so

freely issued. It is probable they wore treated as in-

tended, by way of a joke, as, indeed, one remark-

able document, issued in the name of the Governor,

appeared to be. This notice took the form of a picto-

rial exposition of the British laws relating to the

crimes of theft and mtirder and showed the punish-

iiients inflicted on white and black alike for tho

offences. A more evil eet of men than the bush-

)
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rangers never before roamed at largo in a Britisli

colony. Deaf to all the instincts of humanity,

they shrank from the commission of no crime- they

recoiled from the perpetration of no act of fiendisli

cruelty. We are told by those who recorded the

doings of the time that " The wounded were brained
;

the infants cast to the flames ; the bayonet was driveu

into the flesh ; the social fire round which the natives

gathered to slumber became, before morning, their

funeral pile." Sometimes the younger and better-

looking of the aboriginal women %vere spared, but it

was only to fill the offices of drudge, slave, concubine,

and instrument of lust to their ruthless and brutal

possessors. Thus goaded to desperation the aborigines

meditated awful reprisals, and met force with craft,

murder with secret bloodshed, plunder with cunning

ambuscades and adroit pillage. But, unhappily for

them, the superstitious natives dreaded the darkness

ea do children. They throw themselves at night

upon the ground around the watchfires which re-

vealed their whereabouts to their unsleeping enemies,

and, thus exposed, were surprised and slaughtered

as they slept. Colonel Sorell, who followed Davey,

did what he could to protect the unfortunate race

who continued to be outraged, murdered, and de-

bauche-d by white settlers and escaped convicts.

The problem was, however, a large and difficult one,

and SoreU's rowurces insufficient to cope with the

evil in an effectual and a humane manner, and things

were, perforce, when his term of office expired, very

much as he found them when he took up the reins

of government, except that the number of bushrangers

had been somewhat diminished, and for every outlaw

removed there was one less persecutor of the natives.

But the outrages upon the natives were no.t solely tbo
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work of the escaped convict ; on the contrary, the free

white—very often, it is true, an emancipated con-

vict—was sometimes as bad as the bushranger, but

his excuse for his conduct was reprisal for outrages

committed by the natives, nor can it be denied that

the black man readily learned to imitate the crimes of

the white, and no outlying homestead in the colony

was safe from plunder, or its inmates safe from
outrage. The natives in time acquired some sort

of organisation, tid at one time they submitted to

be led by Mosquito, an Australian aboriginal, whom
the Sydney authorities had went to Van Diemen's
Land for safe-keeping. Under ^Mosquito's guidance

the aboriginals vied with the white outlaws in every

species of outrage. Mosquito was captured and exe-

cuted, but his death did not affect the conduct of

the natives, and Governor AvHinr foiind it necessary

to take vigorous action, deteniinirji^ to succeed where
others had failed. Martial law was proclaimed,

reserves were sot apart for the use of the natives,

and a reward of £5 offered for every adult and £2
for every child captured and brought in without
eutfering any hurt. Capture parties v i.re organised

and the settlors enthusiastically took iip the native

hunt. Many aborigines were secured but not without

many fatal results. Even the best intentioned colo-

nists carrio into serious conflict with the natives, and
the Governor determined to end the struggle by an
elaborate scheme by which thi natives were to be
driven into a corner of the island and then kept in

restraint. Governor Arthur's pi 'in was to draw a
military cordon acro>«s the island, from St. Mary's
on the east coast of Deloraine, half-way across tlie

island, and then southward to the Derwent. Tho
persons engaged in the operation numbered about

'*'.
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2,000, of whom 800 were soldiers and police, 700

convict servants, the rest being free settlers. Elab-

orate measures were taken to secure the success of

the operation, and twenty-six depots for provisions

were established. When everything was arranged

the word was given to move forward. For two

months tho long line advanced, gradually contracting

its flanks and pushing forward tho apex, and it was

calculated that the result of the movement would be

to drive tho blacks into Forestier's Peninsula, out

of which there was no escape. The cordon was so

drawn that its left rested on tho sea, and its riirht

on the Dcrwent River, and none of tho blacks could

escape except through tho line of beater- The

tedious operation was at last completed and the

parties closed in on the narrow isthmus joining the

Tieninsula to the mainland, and to the extreme

chagrin of tho Governor nut one of the aborigines

was'' found to have been driven into the carefully

selected trap. The sole result of the expedition was

the capture of one old man and a boy. After this

disastrous failure, which cost the Imperial Govern-

ment upwards of £30,000, the Governors consent

was won to allowing a humble bricklayer of llobart,

George Augustus Kobinson, to attempt, by kind-

ness and conciliation, what tho capture parties had

failed to accomplish. The Governor allowed Robin-

son one hundred pounds a year, and gave him full

authoritv to look after the interests of tho natives.

With a few friendly natives Robinson went unarmed

So evorv part of the i'^land, exhibiting the greatest

courage and constancy in his difficult enterprise.

The blacks showed him the utmost respect and con-

fidence, but it was nearly four years before he

was able to induce the remnants of the tribes to trust
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theinsolvcs to the good faith of the whites. Robin-
eon's journey was iindortakeii on foot; indeed, the

greater part of the country inhabited by the natives

was not otherwise approachable, and he is stated to

have walked over 4,000 miles. When the blacks
were mustered their numbers were found not greatly

to exceed two hundred, so great havoc had a few years
made in their ranks. The blacks were placed in

Flinders Island, the largest of the Bass Straits group.
There, despite the kindness and generous treatment
meted out to tbcm, robbed of their patrimony, they

soon withered away. The settlement at Flinders

Island was formed in 1835, and in 1847 it had
dwindled to forty-four. This remnant was removed
to Oyster Oove, on the mainland, on 3rd March,
1869 ; William Lanne, the last male survivor of the

race, died at Ilobart, and seven years later Turganini,

the daughter of the chief of the once warlike and
powerful trilx> of Brnni Island, also passed away.
Thus perished the sole survivor of a gentle lace of

savages, whose horrible treatment by the early settlers

of Van Diemen's Land is a foul blot on the records

of the British race.

)
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CTTAPTETl XXV.

ABOLITION OF TBA.VSPOKTATIOW.

Sir John Fraxklin, who succeeded Colonel Ar-

thur in the government of Van Dienien's Land, was i

man of entirely ditferent type. He had seen much

service, having served on board the Bellerophon

at Trafal"-ar as signal midAipman, and at the battle

of New Orleans in ISU. Tn 1819 he was in com-

mand of an overland expedition from Hudson s liay

to the Arctic Ocean; in 1 -25 ho did other important

work in the Arctic Seas, and after leaving \ an

Diemen's Land was to become still more famous

for his Arctic expedition in command of tho

Er^'hus and Terror, in which expedition he sacri-

ficed his life. Tho people of the colony wel-

comed Franklin with the greatest cordiality, being

creatlv flattered that a man so distinguished should

have accepted the post. Hobart, in Franklin's time,

became a great intellectual centre, and during his

stay was visited bv John Gould, the ornithologist;

by Captains Koss'and Crosier, of th. Erebus and

Terror, returning from their Antarctic expedi-

tion, with whom was Dr. Hooker, the great botanist;

by Charles Darwin, then at the beginning of his

great career; by Count Strzelecki, the explorer;

and by the savants of the French Antarctic expedi-

tion, in the Zele and Astrolabe. Lady Frank-

lin lent her husband the cordial assistance of her

earnest nature, and did much to promote the social
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and intellectual life of the polonista. The in-

tellectual position amongst the Australian cities

achieved by Ilobart in Franklin's time was not
wholly lost when ho retired from the colony, and
to this day the Royal Society of Hobart stands high
in the estimation of kindred bodies. Franklin'j
efforts for the improvement of tho settlers were at-

tended with success, and he contrived to win popular
opinion to his side. He gave publicity to the pro-
ceedings of the Legislative Council, and lent the in-
fluence of his strong personality in favour of prog-
res-i. Under happier circumstances Franklin would
have been an ideal governor, but he was out of place
as the head of a huge convict settlement, and his
position required that he should carry out the policy
of the Home Government in regard to transportation.
In 1840 transportation to Xew Soiitii Wales ceased,
and the convict stream was diverted to Van Diemen's
Land. The numlwr received yearly was about 3,000.
This was a far larger number than could be absorbed
by the colony, and colonists of all classes grew
alarmed. The flow of free immigration fell off as
the convict stream increased, and the colonists felt

that 90 long as the colony was made the receptacle
for tho gaol stuurings of England, self-government
Avould ho denied them. They therefore rose in
energetic protest against a continuance of transporta-
tion and demanded the concession of responsible
government. Neither boon was then granted, and
tho agitation continued without interruption for
ten years longer until they were both finally con-
ceded. In dealing with the convicts Franklin was
not successfu]. Governor Arthur had acted upon tho
principle that a certain residuum of the convicts were
irreclaimable, and to treat them, with consideration

)
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vas futile; the dread of pnnishnunr was tho oi.ly

motive that would inilucnco thorn tn refrain from

crime or bring them to Bubonlinati-.n. 1 lankhiis

n e led him to tliink that kimlnc!i.s would boget

Kratitude, and gratitudo votild beget reform, and

he was disposed to try what a change of system

^^ lid bring about. To this course, al*o, he was

coii tanlly urged by his secretary, Captain Macon-

ochio, who carried tenderness to exce^s. Governor

Arthur had taken infinite pains to perfect Ins

Draconian system of convict i-olicy; the men who

conld bo trusted were aseigned to settlers; those who

required strict watching were disposed amongst tlie

road gangs, while the worst offenders, the incor-

rigibles, the thrice convicted, were relegated to the

restraints of Port Arthur, wliere it mu^n be owned

the sound of the lash might be heard all day long.

JranklinV rule of mildness was not relished by the

prisoi ofhcials, most of whom had been trained

nnder Governor Anhur, and was never really put

into effective operation, for Franklin'o sentimen-

tality could not make way against tl>e inexorable facts

of the situat ...n. Tn the end the officials triumphed,

though Franklin's iniluence was always to be counted

on where mer.v was possible Towards the end of

Franklin's governorship the coh>ny began to suffer

from tiie depressi-.n which afflicted Victoria and ^ow

South Wales. Bv some this was said to l)o due to

the influx of convicta, but it is not a very probable

explanation, seeing that the influx of convicts brought

with it a large expenditure of money. The depres-

eion was due to causes outside Australia, and was

accompanied by a fall in the prices of the Principal

productions of tii« colonics, and was not cff'^ctive.v

kmovcd uttiil the discovery of gold transformed

.'hs
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tlio old order into a now and brighter one. Franklin

was ri'callcd to Enpland in lSi3. It has I .'ii tlio

lot i)f many hijili otliciala in 'hcao colonics to 1)0 ilso

victims of intrij;ues; no BL-rvico, bowovcr nieritoii

0U8, is able to sccnrc an olllccr ' rorii the malice and

resentment of inferic^r minds, wiicre such have acce.-

to the ear of tlio.se in authority. Franklin ha«. dis-

missed the Colonial Secretary of the < 'lony (Mr.

John ^'ontague) for insulionlination. Montague

v.- II- nbl to get to Enijland before 1 unklin's ex-

]i'amtioa reached the Colonial Office, a^ d ho laid

various charges against the Governor which were

readily swallowed by the officials, with tho result

that Franklin was recalled, and his explanation

heard afterwards.

Sir John Franklin had not left Ilobart when his

fucccssor, Sir Eardley Wilmot, arrived. The ne»v

Governor was fatod to bo in direct conilict with tho

colonists during the greater period of his term of

office. Tho horrors of the Norfolk Lsland convict

establishment have been depicted by mu;'^ than ons

master hand, and they need not be hero reeouutt'd.

Captain Maconochie's rule of mildness had com-

] ' itely broken down, and had been succeeded by

an administration which was stern and nu^rciless,

if not cruel and rev :_,-ful. Tho lash and other

forms of gaol diseip!'!i'j were enforced with a fre-

quency and a ealiousaess that destroyed their etlect.

The Norfolk Island men had, it was thought,

readied the dei)ths of depravity when they were re-

ceived on the island, but a brief residence thereon

])roved that there were still greater de[)tlis to

which man might fall. The horrors of the island

became so notorious as to awaken the British Gov-

erniueut to the necessity oi closing tho prison, uud
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they hastily ordered the transference of the prisonen

to Van Diemoii's Land. This was done during Wil-

raot's term of office, and many of t\w colonists un-

reasoningly blamed the Governor for an act in regard

to which he had not the least responsibility. Van

Dicmen's Land was now a convict land to an extent

that no other colony had ever been before. In lS;i8,

ont of a population of IJO.OOO there were over 18,000

convicts. When the Xorfolk Island prisoners, num-

bering about 2,000, arrived in the colony it is prob-

able that there were at least .'50,000 convicts in the

island, for during the previous years prisoners had

been arriving at the rate of 8,000 a year. To a cer-

tain section of the colonists the increase in the convict

element, with the attendant large expenditure of Im-

perial funds, was a great advantage, but the great ma-

jority of the people Avere absolr.tely opposed to tho

system, as from a moral pcnnt of view they feared the

effect that the degrading spectacle of convict life

would have ui)on their children, and they foresaw

that tho ])ermanent pmgress of the colony would \ni

arrest e<l unless they were able, not only to ]>i-event a

further int'ux of convicts, but disiKise of numy of

those already in the countjy. In 1S4.5 there were

employed in different parts of the colony u-.ore tliaii

twenty gangs of -obationors, numl)ering from one

hundred to four iHindred in each gang, besides tho

large uuiuIkt at Port Artliur, and in private; em-

](lov. The fnc colonists were panic-stricken at tho

growing ])roi)orlions of the fixed jtenal establishments

tlirougiiout the isbiiid, and the agitation to put a stoj)

to fnrtlwr iniiKirtations of eonvieis from other parts

of the Empire grew most intense. The colonists

were greatly dissatisfii'd with the action of the Im-

IK-rial Gjverameut in another important particular.

f 'I
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That Government had boon accustomed to spend

some £300,000 on the maintenance of the penal es-

tablishments in Van Diemen's Land. From the very

beginning there had been in the minds of the Im-

perial authorities charged with prison affairs, an

idea that in due time the Australian penal settie-

mcuts might bo made self-supporting. To give

effect to this idea the Secretary of State for the Col-

onies determined that instead of employing convicts

in making roads and carrying out public works as

heretofore, vhey should Ikj employed in clearing and

cultivating lands. The crops raised were to l>e con-

sumed by the convicts, and tlie surplus sold in the

open markets to the detriment of the farmers, who

thus were cut off from a valuable jiart of their market

and exposed to a disastrous competition for what re-

mained. Agriculture greatly declined and free im-

migration ceastnl and tlie revenue from Cro\\Ti lands

tlirank greatly, as tliere were fcnv sales. The
ctiluny might liavc kept free from debt had it been

]>ossiblo to cut ex])enses down, but this could not bo

done. The Incal cost of maintaining the large police

and gaol cFtablishments, needed to deal with the ab-

normal social conditions of the population, was more

tlian the iinances of the colony could stand, aiid it

was plungtd into a debt of £100,000, while the

levenuo was fast diminishing. In this extremity

the Governor ])r<)posed to raise the duties on imports

from live to lifteen per cent. This prnpoMil was

etrenui'Usly opj)osed by the colonists and by tlio in-

dependent, nominees in the Legislative Council, six

of whom, afterwards known as the patriotic >ix, re-

signed their seats rather than acipiiesce in the. im-

position of fresh burthens under an irresponsible

bjati ni of governuKUt, and as a protest against the

1
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conduct of the Governor, in Iwrrowing money from

the banks and spending it without the authority of

the Legislature. The financial difficulty was got

over by a compromise, the British Government agree-

ing to contribute £24,000 a year towards the main-

tenance of police and gaols, the local revenue's

being charged with half that sum.

Sir Eardley Wilmot furnished another rxample

of the ready way in which intcri'strd and mendacious

accusations from subordinate officials are received

by those who hold jwlitical power. In October,

1842, ho was suddenly recalled from his Govfrn-

ment, in consecjuence of secret accusations ma<lo

against his private character. These accusations

were repelled by \\\o CMiief Justice and two hundred

and fifty leading members of tiie community, but

without ' effect on the Colonial Office. The unfor-

tunate Governor died sooti afterwards of a broken

heart, in con-sequcnce of the cruel assault ui^n his

fair name.

The Government was a(liuinist<-red by yir. Charles

J. Latrobe in fli- interval b<'tween tlie departure of

Sir Eardley Wilmot and the arrival of his suee-essor.

Sir William Tliuuias Deni-Jon. The new Governor's

rule was to be one of conciliation. One of his first

acts was to restore the '" jKitriotic six " to their seats

in the Council, Governor Wilmot's nominees haviiiu

been induced to retire. This victory of the colonists

luade them all the more deterniinod to maintain

vi-rorously the nnti-transportation movement, and

their eti'orts wi'iv greatly strengthened by the organ-

j-atiou of a IcairiK' wliidi ultimately extended to all

the colonies and l«'-anie a powerful factor in d>"

termimnc the nil imHtf- victor^-. The Colonial (Hilce

depended largely upuu Dcuiaou's advice in regard
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to transportation and the concession of responsible

government to the colony ; a self-opinionated man,

he failed to estimate the strength of popnlar feeling

against transportation, and lent the weight of his

judgment to those who considered that tlic advantage

to the country of a large supply of cheap labour, and

a large Imperial outluv within the colony, more than

outweighed the moral and e<'onomic disadvantages

attending the presence of a large convict population.

He also advised very strongly against the concession

of responsible government. For several months tho

people of the colony had indulged themselves with

the hope tliat transportation was over, but to tboir

dismav, on the 12t!. Xoveml^er, 184S, 'lie ship Ral-

cliff, with two hundred and forty-eight criminals

on board, arrived at llobart; in tiie following year,

twenty ships carrying I.SHO convicts anchored in llio

l^rwcnt and added th(;ir wretched freight to tho

population of tho colony. Tlu> remonstrances of the

Australian people were' lost upon the Colonial Office.

Attempts had meanwliih' been made to land prisoners

from Kngland at ("a]><> Town, at ^rellv.nrne, and at

Svdnev. At the two lii-st-named jxtrts the landing of

the convicts was succes-fully resisted, and nt Sydney,

though they were landetl, it was understood that no

furtiier attempt would be made to add to the nutnber

alreadv in tlie colony. Tt was clear to the ]K>ople of

Van Dienien's Land that their cohmv was likidy to

br- made tho receptacle for tlio incorri!,nble criminals

of the Unit.'d KiuL'doni. The anti-transi.i>rtati.m

lenCTe, with the Reverend John West of Laniiceston

(afterwards ..f Sydney, and editor of the Sydney

M"rui,)fj llrrald)' :\t its h<ad, renewed its exertions.

and thev at last Wiran to l>ear fruit. In l«r>0 a Bill

va:- paccc J by the impcnal i'muameul pruvidiug 1 jr

}
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the establishment of Legislative Councils in Van
Diemen's Land, South Australia, and Victoria.

Each Council was to consist of twenty-four members,

and it was provided that one-third of them were to bo

nominated by the Crown, and two-thirds to be elected

by the people. The elections which followed in Van
Diemen's Land brought in sixteen memlxirs pledged

to oppose further transportation of convicts to the

coLmy, and when the Council met, an address to the

Quten was carried, remonstrating strongly, but

respectfully, against the influx of criminals. The
enthusiasm and perseverance of the reformers now
bore fruit. The Governor, it is true, in forwarding

the address intimated his total dissent frmii its

prayer, a compliance with which would, he believed,

be calamitous to the best interests of the colony, with-

out improving the moral condition of the people. Sir

William Deuisou's advice was, however, not ac-

cepted in London, for \ipon the Aberdeen ^Ministry

coming into j)ower tlieir tirst imjiortant act of oflico

was to announce that transportation had absolutely

ceased, and the official declaration of the change was

made in the culony in ^lay, 1N5;5. Great rejoic-

ings followed the happy event, and the 10th August,

1853, was set apart to commemorate it. The same

day was memorable also as the fiftieth anniversary

of the foundation of tlie colony, and there was a

general determination that it should be the beginning

of a new era. As a sign oi the eliaiige to be, the

people detonnined that he name Van Diemen's

Land, with all its evil associations, was no longer to

be used, and tlmt tlie cohmy should lioneefurth l)e

called Tasmania ai'rr its discoverer, and they hop^d

that the ohauge would be a happy omen of its futuro

proyri.sb.
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Tasmania owes, directly, little to the discovery of

gold, but indirectly a great deal. The extraordinary

richness of the Victorian gold-fields attracted tho

attention of the whole world, and Tasmania, by

its proximity to Victoria, was at once most power-

fully affected. All kinds of produce reached fab-

ulous prices and were exported to Victoria in such

quantities that the value of exports rose from

£0(50,790 in ISr.l, to £1,509,883 in 1852, and

£1,750,310 in 1853. Migration of population from

Tasmania to Victoria at once took place in alarminij;

numbers. In 1842 it is estimated that there were

in the colony nearly 40,000 adult males, but, such

was the migration to the gold-fields, that in 1855 the

adult males left in the colony did not much exceed

22,200. It is believed that the great body of ticket-

of-leave men took advantage of this movement and

left the colony; large numbers of convicts also ab-

sconded, greatly to the relief of Tasmania, which

thus got rid of a class which, had it remained, would

have been a pernicious leaven iu so small a popula-

tion.

K
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CHAPTEK XXVI

BESPONSIBI.K GOVEKNMEjJ^T.

Sin WiixiAM Denison was appointed to the

Governorship of Xew South Wales and left Tasmania

at the close of 1854. His going was felt as a groat

relief bv the colonists, by the majority of whom he

was cordially and justly disliked. To him succeeded

Sir Henry iFox Young, a man of entirely different

character, who very speedily contrived to win tho

good-will of the people whom he governed. It was in

Sir TIenrv Young's term that an order was passed

by the Queen's Privy Council which ratified tho

popular change of the colony's name to Tasmania, and

froii. 1st January, 185G, the odious appellation " Van

Diemen's Land '' disappears from the public records.

The colony was in a most prosperous condition, of

which it gave a striking proof by raising, by private

Bubscription, £'2."),000 for the relief of the widows

and orphans of soldiers who fell in tho Crimea.

The colony had lost heavily to Victoria by the emigra-

tion of adult males during tho height of the gold

nish, and the Government now felt in a position

to do something to replace those who had gone. A
system of immigration was initiated, and ': superior

class of farm servants and agricultural laliourers

vroro ])rought to the colony chiefly from Great

Britain. Some of these after a short stay in the

countrv were enticed to Victoria by the continued

; i
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TPpon of gold discoverips, but the majority remained

in Tnsniania and secured homes for themselves under

the favourable Land laws of the colony.

In 1854 the Lcfrislative Council wua enlarged from

twenty-four to thirty-three members. The promise

of representative institutions had been made to the

colony and the old Council was, therefore, practi-

cally moribund, as it vad only a question of a few

months when it would be superseded by a parlia-

ment directly responsible ,to the people. One of the

last acts of the Council was an unseemly struggle duo

to an assertion of its claim to certain extravagant

powers, dangerous for any popular assembly to

possess, and which, if acltnowledged, would have been

of little use to an expiring institution. The Council

had instituted an enquiry into the working of tho

penal department, a department whicl. had l)oon

grossly mismanaged, and was thought to be corrupt.

I'roperly conducted, the enquiry might have led to

important results and much-needed reforms; but at

tho very outset the Council was led into an un-

seemly controversy in regard to it^ powers, and al-

lowed itself to be so far in the wrong that the penal

officials not only escaped the threatened enquiry,

but were able to j)ose as ill-used persons upon

whom tho Council attempted to exercise tyrannical

powers.

Tho Council's Committee summoned Dr. Hamp-

ton, Coniptroll^r-Geiieral of the penal department,

to give evidence k'fore it. Ilamjiton refused to at-

tend, and tliere were ways by which his i)resenco

might have been secured, had tlie Coancil been in a

constitntiniial frame of mind. But the Council

would not consider the action of Dr. Hampton other

than as an atlront to itd dignity, and as it claimed the

*^ 1
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full powers and privileges of the British iroiisp of

Commons, the Speaker issued a warrant for llauii)-

ton's arrest. Relying upon the advice of the Crown

Law officers Hampton resisted arrest as being illegal,

and served upon bQth the Speaker and the Sergeant-

at-Aruis writs of Habeas Corpus. Not being other-

wise able to effect its purpose the Council applied

to the Governor to authorise the police to arrest

Hampton, but instead of complying Sir Henry

Young, very properly, attended its sittings and read

the members a severe lecture on the nature and eon-

sequences of their conduct, which he described as an

attei'ipt to substitute tyranny for law. Following

up this rebuff the Governor prorogued the Council.

The matter, however, did not end here, but was car-

ried to tho Supreme Court, and afterwards to the

Privy Council, at both of which tribunals Dr. Hamp-

ton was successful. This action of the Legislative

Council had the effect of enabling a very necessary

enquiry to be burked, and of casting a good deal <>f

ridicule upon representative institutions.

Tasmania was the lirst of the Australian colonies

upon which responsible government wi.s conferred.

For in 1S.5.''> the Queen assented to " an Act to estab-

lish a Parliament in Van Di-men's Land and to

grant a civil list to Her Majesty." B"fore the con-

stitution could eome into operation it was necessary

that •'!« old Legislature should, as its final act, pass

an electoral law to carry out the provisions of the

Imperial Stat'ito. Tiiis was done, and the elections

took place in SeptemlxT, 18.56. Both the Counc'il

and the Assembly wore elective, the former compris-

i'lg rit'teen, and the latter thirty mctnbers. Most of

the members of the old Council fnumi nlacos in tho

new Parliamcut. The Parliamei;' was opened by

i^&^.^
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eommission on tlv .'- .; npcpmbcr, 1850, and the first

Ministry consi./^d >'' 'ii lollowing members:

—

Colonial Secretary an?! Pr':". wr. ..V^illiam Thomas Napier
Champ.

Colonial Treasurei ThoniaH Daniel Chapman.
Attorney-General Franci.s Smith.
.Solicitor-General John Warrington Rogers.
Minister for l^nds and Works Henry Frampton Anstey.
Without Portfolio William Edward Nairn.

This Ministry lasted only four months and its succes-

sor only two months, but stability soon came to the

cabinets of the colony. Henceforward the history

of Tasmania ceases to present any striking incidents.

The first years of responsible government were de-

voted to the development of the resources of tho

country, and to passing legislation of a democratic

character, which the ohl Legislative Council had

shelved. Amongst works of utility imdertaken

shortly after the iiitroduction of responsible gov-

ernment were the lighting of Ilobart with gas and
t^o supplying of Laiinceston with water. In 1857,

also, the new Government House was completed at

a cost of £1:.'0,000, an enormou. outlay for so small

a colony, but the Covcrnnici t i'ud a line revenue,

and so long as tiio gold-fields in Victoria lasted the

Tasmanian colonists felt th(niselves secure of a good

market and the GovertiLicnt of a bai' is>me revenue.

Ta.'^mania has never lorgui'en the traditions of the

litciary epoch wliicli came in witii Franklin's rule,

and one of their earliest efforts after they acquired

the right to govern themselves was to ee -iblish a

University. The proposal made by the Tit v. R. D.

P. Harris, in 1855, to form a University was not

carried out, 1>ut a Bill was passed appointing a Coun-

cil of Educaiion with |)owur «,u eoufer the degree of
n
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assoo.ato of arts, an.l having also the plft of two

sc'holarships, each of the value of £'^00 per annum

tenable for four years at an English University. In

1859, Parliament tume.l its attention to the quos ion

of establishing rural numicipalities, ami the settlt-

n,ent of the vexed question of State aid to religious

denominations. In 1K)G, Governor Frnnklm had

been led to promise a grant of an endowment to all

religious bodies ii. a position to comply with cer-

tain conditions, and thonizh a modification of Frank-

lin's settlement was found inevitable, the arrange-

ment »till subsisted at the time res,>ons. hie govern-

ment was instituted. Parliament in IS.'iO agreed to

abolish State aid, but the claims of persons then in re-

ceipt of grants were to be respected, and it was de-

cided that these grants sh.nihl be
''^'"^^^^l^^^,':.;

ronnd sum. and it was estimated tha /lOO, 00

would bo sufficient for the purpose. The liil (m

bodvMK' this w-as passed, an<l the sum required was

nutiiorrspd to be raised by loan, but the matter ro-

maine<l in abeyance for ten years, when the Act ro-

ceivod the Royal Assent.
, , ^ „„.

Sir IT<nrv Young retired from the Clovernment

of the colony in 18^,1, and was siioceede-l bv Col-

onel Thomas Gore Tlrou-ne, CM. Governor Young

^vas very popular, and the necessity for his departuie

was verVmueh regretted by the '»'---^">«"
^^fn

who thmughout his rule made comparison betuu.

Young and his meihods and his predecessor and his

methods, much to the disadvantage of the la ter

Throughout Governor Browne's term ot oihee there

was constant agitation for a forward policy in

public works, but the colony was sulTering a ro-

Sn from' the palmy days of ^he V.ctonan

gold-fields, and the Treasurer found it difficult to
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mnlcp ends meet. The fine climate and acknowl*

edged resources of the colony were not able to draw
population, so long as tlio nioro showy attractions of

the gold colonics were olToring, and from 18G0 to

1870 the population increased only by 13,000 per-

sons, and none of this increase was due to immigra-
tion. The necessity of chet .ng the exodus of popu-
lation and of bringing settlers to the colony was al-

ways before the Ministry and Parliament, nnd a law
was passed in 18(J7, granting to lioiuU of families,

paying tlirir own passage to Tasmania from Europe,
a grant of land valued at £1S for each person over

fifteen years of age in his family, and a grant valued

at £9 for each p<TS(m under fifteen years. The
law was extensively advertised but brought very
few people to the colony. About the same time;

50,000 acres in the County of Devon were set

apart for the sottlcment, under certain conditions,

of retired oiHcers from Intlia. A good many
officers availed themselves of the olTer made to them
and formed a very desirable addition to tlie popula-

tion of the country. In 18(i8 Sir Thomas Gore
Browne's term of office expired. Ih- was in many
ways an ideal Governor, and during his seven years

of rule was able to do many things for the social

advancement of the colonists. Colonel Browne was
.succeeded by ^fr. Charles Du Cane, who arrived in

the colony on 12th January, 18(!9. The year ISTO
was remarkable ;!•; tlie lowest point touched by Tas-

mania as regards industrial conditions since it be-

came a free colony; the external trade in that year

being only £1.441.02.5, as compared with £2,030,.'')S0

in 1S60. In January, 1 808, the railway lino from
Launoeston to Deloraine was commenced, and in

1871 it was completed and opened for traflic by Gov-
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ernor Du Cane. The arrangements in regard to the

line were of a very peculiar character and extremely

unbusiness-like. The funds for the construction of

the line were mainly provide by the State, not more

than £50,000 out of £450,000 being found by the

promoters. Interest was to be paid to the Govern-

ment, and the debt was a first charge on the earnings

of the line, but there was an arrangement under

which if the earnings were insufficient to pay the in-

terest, landowners agreed to make good the shortage,

by a special rate to be levied on their property.

Contrary to all anticipations the earnings^ proved

insufficient to meet working expenses and interest.

Accordinglv, the Government took the line over from

the Company and proceeded to levy a special rate,

amounting to £15,000 a year upon the district served

by the railway. The propcr.ty owners refused to

pay, alleging that the projection of the mam line ot

railway, joining Hobart and Launceston, the interest

on tlie construction of which was guaranteed by the

colonv as a whole, absolved them f-om their obliga-

tions," as in the matter of railway construction al

parts of the country should be served alike. Legal

proceedings were commenced by the Government for

the recovery of the rates due, and sixiy-five magis-

trates of the northern district petitioned the Governor

to order the suspension of these proceedings, and to

direct that no further action be taken in regard to the

collection of the rates. The Governor had, of course,

no power in the matter, and the Cabinet decided that

the rates should be paid, whereupon twenty-six of

the magistrates resigned their commissions, ihe

Government recovered verdicts in all cases, and

1 200 distress warrants were issued. Most ot

them were executed and a large amount of moveable
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property seized aud conveyed to Launceston, for tho
purpose of sale. Frequent riots occurred, property
was rescued from the bailiflFs, or its removal resisted.

A good deal of damage was done to the town of
Launceston by the exasperated settlers whose goods
had been seized, and the whole country-side defied
the law. At last the Government gave way and took
no further action to collect the tax, and in the follow-
ing year an Act was passed unconditionally releas-

ing the landowners of cheir obligations in regard to
the special rates.

On 4th December, 1871, Mr. James Smith found
the rich deposit of tin at Mount Bischoff, and this

important discovery marks the beginning of a new
era in Tasmania. The discovery of tin drew the
attention of the people to the investigation of the
rich mineral resources of the colony. The search of
explorers was speedily rewarded, for soon after the
Mount Bischoff discovery other rich deposits of tin
in the north-east of the island Avere found, and at

the same time payable gold was discovered in several

districts. !\[ope recently rich deposits of silver were
found at Mount Zeehan, Hazlewood River, Mount
Dundas, and the discovery of a rich belt of copper-
bearing country from Mount Lyell to the Rocky and
Savage Rivers was a crowning triumph, and served
to revolutionise the character of the mining industry
of the colony. The knowledge that the colony pos-

sessed such vast stores of natural resources had an
important influence in promoting its developments
in other directions. The Government was en-

coi \ rged to enter upon an extensive scheme of rail-

ways and other public works necessary to open up
the Crown lands and promote settlement, with the

effect that whereas in 1871 there were few roads

1
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and no railways, in 1890 there were 5,659 milea

of road, and 463 miles of railways, and in 1898, 495

rr>iles of railways. Governor Du Cane yielded up

his ofhce in November, 1874, and was succeeded by

Mr. F. A Weld, who had been for six years Gov-

ernor of Western Australia. Mr. Weld was a man

of great business capacity, and to his good counsels

much of the expansion of Tasmanian public works

is due. The colony was unfortunately troubled with

short-lived ministries, a very bad condition of af-

fairs for a growing colony, which, above all things,

requires a stable public policy free from extrava-

gance; whereas weak ministries, while they inter-

rupt the settled policy of the country, are prone to

extravagance owing to the necessity of spendinf,'

money on public works for the purpose of concili-

ating those whose support they require.

Governor Weld remained in office until May,

1880, when he was r.ppointea Governor of tlie Straits

Settlements, Lieutenaut-General Sir J. H. Lefroy

being temporarily appointed. General Lefroy held

office from October, 1880, to December of the fol-

lov/ing year, and was succeeded by Sir Robert G. C
Hamilton, previously Under Secretary for Ireland.

Sir Piobert remained as Governor until October,

1892, and was followed by Viscount Gormanston,

who arrived in the colony in August, 1893.

With an area of only 26,200 square miles, and

without a commanding trade position, it cannot be

expected tliat Tasmania will ever rank as a great

colony, but its position amongst the progressive

States of Australia is certainly assured. Fcr many

years the Tasmanian-born youths, as soon as they

reached the verge of manhood, betook themselves

across the Straits to Victoria and other colonies ou

i
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tho mainland, and it was a constant reproach to the

colony that it could not contain its own children.

This state of affairs has now altogether passed away,

and the colony otl'ers attruv-tive inducements for set-

tlers, which will undouhtedly be increased since

Federation is established. From the small number
of 114,7G2 in 1880, the population had increased to

145,290 in 1890, and 183,300 in 1899, and during

late years has advanced at a yearly rate of nearly

throe per cent. Hobart and Launcoston, the princi-

pal towns, are yearly becoming more attractive and

vie with almost any of the other Australian cities in

the beauty of the siiuation and surroundings. The
shijjping entered and cleared now represents a move-

ment of six and a half tons per inhabitant per an-

num, which is undoubtedly a very large tonnage for

a country not in the direct lino of the shipping

routes.

The export of Tasmanian produce amounts to

£10, 4s. per inhabitant, the total for 1898 being

f 1,800,000. Tasmania has a smaller revenue and

expenditure both absolutely and relatively than any

of the other colonies of the gronj), and is burthened

with a less amount of pubMc debt, altho- gh an in-

debtedness of £8,413,000 must be considered largo

for 183,000 people.

Xone of *^^he colonies entered so strongly into the

idea of Australian Federation as Tasmania, and

none polled so overwhelmingly in its favour, only

1,500 votes being cast against the proposal at the

second referendum. In this course the people were

well aware that they were taking grave risks and sur-

rendering cheridied hopes. The ablest press writers

and financiers, together with tho accomplished Tas-

manian Stati ician, pointed out tho dangerous

"
I
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e feet that federation would have upon the finances

of the colony, but the people were willing to incur

the risk and, for the sake of Australian union, make

€veu the harder sacrifice of surrendering the hope

that Hohart might be the chosen capital of the Com-

mouwealtb.

i
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PART SEVEN.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

CHAPTER XXVII.

FROM FIRST 8ETTLEMEN .' TO ABOLITION OF TRANS-
POETATIOX.

The French vessels Thetis and L'Esperancn, com-

manded by Dc Bourganville and Ducampier, were, in

1825, cruising about the southern coast of Australia.

and as France was at that time strongly suspected of

having designs upon some portions of the Continent,

the Governor of Now South Wales sent a fe\/ soldiers

and convicts, under le command of Major Lockyer,

to fo: m a settlement at King George's Sound, and so

shui out thr French .should they wish to land there.

King George's Sound is an excellent port, and lies

close to the direct route of all vessels trading between

Eu'-ope and Australia, and was chosen more on ac-

count of its stratcg' position than the p^yosibilities

of its becoming a { lace of commercial importance.

The inferiority of the country round King George's

Sound for agricultural purposes was well known in

Sydney, and with the intention of finding a more
suitable location for settlement, the New South

Wales Government despatched Captain James Stir-

ling, in January, l827. to examine the country

in the vicinity of the Swan Eiver. Captain Stirling

1
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Bailed in II.M.S. Success, and had with him Mr.

Charles Frazer, the Colonial Botanist, who had in-

structions to make a critical examination ot the

country, as the New South Wales Government were

anxious that a mistake should not be made in the

selection of the site of the projjosed settlement.

The country along the banks of the Swan River

- a? rareiully examined, and surveys of the islands

-re line made by the ship's officers. The re-

air-h the expedition was able to give of the

r ivas so favourable, that the Sydney Govern-

., had '0 hesitation in deciding upon the Swan

Ftiver as . suitable place for settlement. Captain

Stirling was sent to England with the rccmmenda-

tions of the New South Wales authorities in regaril

to the proposed location of the settlement, and to

him was given the charge of its organisation, ihe

business of taking formal possession of the country

had, however, first to bo perfox-mcd, and Captain C.

n Freinantle was sent from the Cajio of Good Ilope

for that puri)ose, and on 2nd ^Uiy, 182!), his vessel,

the Challenger, anchored off the mouth of the Swan

Ptiver and took formal possession in the name ot

His Majesty Iving George the Fourth of "all that

part of 'New Holland which is not included within

the territory of New South Wales."

The first Order in Council having reference to the

new settlement at Swan River was dated December,

1828, about six months prior to tho visit of the

Challenger. This order offered very advantageous

terms to persons proceeding to the new settlement at

their own expense during the year 1829. For every

three pounds invested in the colony by each settler

%va3 given the right to claim forty acres of Crown

lauds, with 200 acres added for every servant, male

I
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or female, whose passage out he paid. A condition,

however, was attached to the grant to the effect that

any lands which were not sutficiently reclaimed or

satisfactorily improved should revert to the Crown.

A later Order in Council extended the time for free

grants until the end of 1830, but the original terms

\\ere restricted in various minor ways, with a view

to securing genuine settlement. Great inducements

were held out to retired or pensioned officers., and

settlers entitled to half-pay or pensions were consid-

ered as having a special amount of invested capital,

and treated accordingly in the distribution of lands.

The tempting offers made by the British Government
were eagerly availed of, the more especially as there

was an implied condition that convict labour would

not bo introduced into the new colony.

On 2nvi June, 1S29, the hired transport Panndia,

443 tons, commanded by J. H. Luscombe, arrived in

Cockburn Sound. On board were Lieutenant-Gov-

ernor Stirling, his family, and other intending 'et-

tlers to the number of sixty-nine. A few days ji iter

TI.M.S. Sulphur arrived with a small detachment

nf the 63rd Regiment under Captain F. C. Irwin.

With the landing of these emigrants the history of

Western Australia as a British colony begins.

Closely following the Parmelia and the Sulphur, a

number of other vessels arrived, bringing immigrants

and live stock. Excluding tlie military and their

families, there had arrived up to the end of 1830

Jibout 1,7G7 persons with stock, as follows: Horses,

101; cattle, 583; sheep, 7,981; pigs, 60; goats, 36;

and a large assortment of poultry. The value of

property introduced and upon which land grants

were claimed was, according to Mr. Malcolm A. C.

Trazer, £73,200, and the area claimed in respect

t.
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thereof at the rate of 40 acres for every three pounds

in valite, was 976,805 acres; there was also intro-

duced miscellaneous property in respect of which no

land grants could be claimed to the extent of £21,021,

making the total value of property imported iu twelve

months i;d4,28x.
. , ^ , • n

Under the prodigal provision of the Order in Coun-

cil in regard to land grants, the beat land was speedily

taketi i-p, and a colonist who arrived in [November,

1830, jnly seventeen months after the arrival of

the Parmelia, wrote as follows: "The only land

available for present purposes is on and near tho

banks of the rivers (viz., the Swan and Cdnning).

All this is now allotted on both sides of each river,

almost to their source;'' and, writing again on thr>

8th December, in the same year, he said :
AH the

lands up the Swa . and Canning have been long since

granted, but some of the grantees have left the col-

onv, and their lards may be resumed by the Govern-

ment if not occui-ed at the expiration of the year.

There were no roads made in the new ?ettlpment

for some time after the f. rival of the first ships, and

the bush tracks were too heavy for ordinary traction.

The only means of transport was by water, and there

was a "•ood deal of disappointment in the minds of

many settlers, who anticipated that not only would

land be granted them on the easiest of terms, but

good roads would be formed to their homesteads by

the Government. It is possible that already there

was some regret that a body of convict labour was

not available for the construct 'on of roads and other

public works, as was the case in the eastern colonies,

where all the main roads were carried out at the

public expense. Many of the early arrivals were pcr-

60113 quite unqualified for pioneering; unaccustomed
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to suffer hardships and privations, ignorant of npri-

ciilture, unuHed to isohition, they soon began to com-

l)lain, and their reports to England were gloomy

in the extreme. The new settlement was one which

largely depended upon the good reports of its pio-

neers for an av :"asion of population, and these re-

ports were iinifomily lacking. Many persons left

the colony in disgust, ' nt thoy were able to retain

possession of such land .u hi been granted to them,

so that those w' urri%cd utter* 'ards were unable

to get land in f ourablo ealiti'

jiopulation bi ..mo thin;y dis

area, which was a double disad

the settlers were sociably in "
•

fered from their enforced isoi

tance at which tlv. homesteiid

dcrcd road-making out of the (,

little labour available even fi>r ,

Xotwithstanding the withdraw,

the early settlors pos30^-(d ston'

though they were for the stern y-''>

as a body thoy struggled unflim

were, of course, greatly discourag' 1

rival by the apparently infertile nati

which had been represented to them ns

good, and also by the unlooked-fo dii

besot the novice at every turn. Some
lost heart did not, however, return to !•

proceeded to tlve ea-torn colonies, when
dition=i of existence fell into more beaten

But t't»- greater number worked on, die

ploTighing, reaping and sowing, and teni

stock. We are told that the progress ni

new colony during the first five years of it

was by no means inconsiderable. Accord

«
I
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ted ver a wide

itage, for most of

and greatly suf-
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altered ren-
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Commandaat, Captain Ir^in, Frcmantle U<\ prown

during that short ppaco of time " into a sinaU but

noat town, with wide Htroeta, some of which had hcen

inaoadamiRpd." Perth had many good housos of

wood and brick, officers' quarters and soldiers bar-

racks, a gaol, a church, and substantial sliops and

stores; while sotllement had crep* along t^'o ''"«''

flats. Above the islands, over wh.c i the "1
*

Causeway" was subsequently thrown, tho Mes
.

Hardy and Clarkson had established fanu:^ ard j-ar-

den? and comfortable homesteads, llip'. r iiP' »'

Guildford, tho farming peopl- Sroii-^ht .
i; by Mr.

Pc^i wore turning the rich so ? their ' ittle vil-

h<ro.
" to ,,. .fitable account. Ine real sc-.tlcr.^ were

clad enough to see the grumblers depart, and the

Governor, Captain Stirling, was able to inform the

Home authorities that the settlers were struggling

manf'ullv, maintaining a cheerful confidence in the

qualities of the country and a general belief in tiie

future prosperity.

Governor Stirling had two terms .)f offi'-^':'"^

first running from June, 1829, to September, 183.;

and the second from August, 1834. to the close of the

vear 1^38. It was during his second '.rm of othce

that the native difficulty became acute. There had

been disturbances of a minor character almost from

the beginning of settlement in November, 1830; one

black was killed and three wounded while attempt-

ing to commit a robbery, and in retaliation the tribe

to which the natives belonged killed a white man

In December of the same year a native was killed

while robbing a garden at Melville, and a few days

afterwards the natives surrounded the owner s hoxise

and killed his servant. In January. 18r \ a settler

named Gaze was killed. These outrages cannot be

^ . i'



ADOTJTION OF TRANSPORTATION. 259

dcnmod very astonishing, wlion it is considorpd that

tho blacks had hcf-n di privod of tlioir iisiial hunting

and fishing grounds b" the wh.tos,and\vore much cx-

aspcrptod at tho destruction of tho game by tho set-

tlers. In 183.'), espeeinlly in September and Oetobcr,

the natives along tho Murray iJiver became ext.-emely

troublesome, and p pitched battle was fought botween

the blacks and t .> settlers at a place callotl Pin-

jarrah. The (lovernor had placcil himself at t'lo head

of tho settlers and attacked the natives, who had

mnstcre ' in large numbers, killing some thirty of

them; on the side of tho whites Captain White was

killed and several wounded. The n suit of the nf-

fair was the ce«>^ation of the raiding by the blacks

and the establislimcnt of something like friendly re-

lations between the two races—at all events in tho

country around Perth.

Tho affairs of the colony were administered He
(lOvernor Stirling's departure by Governor llutt,

Lieutenant-roloniel Clarke and Lieutenant-Colonel

Irwin. During their government little progress was

made; in 1^43, \hen the first census was taken, tha

population had nly reached 2.000. a ridiculous re-

sult after thirt.i'n years of colonisation, and consid-

ering that there were 1.800 persons in the settlement

in the first year. In 1S4S there werr> 4,022 people in

the colony, and even the best disposed colon-sts were

inclined to say that their efforts at colonisation were

a failure.

It was at this time that the people decided to

petition the British Go%-ornment to send them the

convicted prisoners, the attempted re-introduction of

whom into the eastern colonies was causing so much

dissatisfaction. As it happened, the Imperial Gov-

ernment was looking for some place oversea for the
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deportation of convicted prisoners, hence the colo-

nists of Western Australia had not much trouble in

obtaining a complaisant answer to their prayers. On

the first of June, 1850, the first shipment of convicts

arrived in the Scindian. and there were on board a

ouard of 50 pensioners and 138 women and children.

The convict period lasted about eighteen years, dur-

ing which time about 10,000 persons were sent from

England to Western Australia. During the earlier

years of the system the convicts who were transported

did not belong to what may be really termed the

" criminal class " at all. They were not typical and

irredeemable gaol-birds. Indeed, some of the ship-

ments " were selected with a peculiar and paternal

care, and with a kindly view as to the requirements

of laoour-starved colonists. These offenders were m
most oases agricultural labourers, who had been con

victed of various inconsiderable offences against the

game laws-just the men to make "seful assistants

in the work of colonisation, and later admirable set^

tiers themselves. The convicts sent out were not, ot

course, all of this class, and a fair number of the

worst tvro of criminals were undoubtedly cont b^

uted from the overcrowded prisons of the Mother

Country. . , . ^i x <.i,« ;«

There is now hardly any question but that tlie in-

troduction of convicts into Western Australia was

not attended with any great harm to the c™unity,

and in many ways was beneficial. Somepeople affect

to trace the present high rate of crime m the colony

to the "convict taint"; to these it may be an-

swered, that the convicts of Western Australia left

few descendants behind to whom an hereditary tend-

ency to crime could have been transmitted, while

persons transported to the country and still remain-

I' ^-Ji
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ing there and mixing with the general community are
singularly few, and do not figure largely in the police
returns. If an argument drawn from analogy be of
any force, then Tasmania, which received the largest
number and the worst class of convicts, ought to
rank high in the scale of criminality, yet the facts
are directly opposite, for no part of Australia is so
free from serious crime as the island colony.
At the beginning of the convict period the prison-

ers were employed in erecting buildings in Perth and
Fremantle, but when Governor Hampton took office

in 1862 he employed them on works of a more useful
character. Hampton had been in the service of the

Imperial authorities in Tasmania, and thoroughly
understood the management of prison labour, and
one has only to look at the roads of the colony for

evidence that he used the material at his command
to the very best advantage. When Hampton left

Western Australia in 1868 it Avas arranged that no
more British convicts should be sent there, but those

already in detention remained in the colony to serve

their sentences, so that the Imperial expenditure con-

tinued, but on a diminished scale. The eflFcct was
very soon visible in the trade of the colony and in the

condition of general business, which both greatly de-

clined. Here it may be well to look at the population

figures for a series of years, as from these may be

obtained a fairly just view of the eflFcct which the

transportation system and its withdrawal had upon
the progress of population.

Popninflon. Aanual Iticn-aia.

ifisn 1,767
1840 2,311 54
1850 5,886 8.58

1860 15,227 9S4
1870 35,084 968
167(! 27,321 878
1880 89,019 424

I
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In no period was tlie increase of a substantial

kind, but during the transportation days there was

a larger movement of free population than cither

before or afterwards, until the gold discoveries

changed the whole aspect of affairs.

Settlement had spread bcuveen the years 1850 and

1860 to vario^is points along the coast, and in ISOl

a discovery was made which gave promise of a great

accession to the wealth of tlie colony. Ihis v^as the

finding ©f pearl shell beds in the vicinity of ^sickol

Bay by Mr. Pemberton Walcott, one of Mr. ±. i.

Gregory's partv in 1861. Operations were first con-

fined to the localitv named, and the shells obtained

from the reefs when laid bare by the low tides, or

collected by diving in shallow water without the aid

of anv apparatus. The shallower inshore iMinks

having for the most part become worked out, a little

search led to the discovery of a practically inexhaust-

ible supply of shell in deeper waters, and boat div-

ing was resorted to. Up to this time the poarl divers

^vere almost entirely r.lwrigines and the employers

^vere mostly landholders upon whose holdings the

blacks lived. It is admitted that, taken as a class

the blaeks were well treated; the masters needed

cheap labour, and it would have been folly for them

to have irritated the l.lnrks, who were the only

source from which such labour could bo supplied

Colonists in other parts of Western Australia had

hostile encounters with the blacks from the beginning

of their settlement, but at Xickol ]5ay the natives

rravc little, if anv trouble, the settlors doing every-

thing to win their good-will. Before the pearling

industrv was beirun the squatters had already taught

tbeaboridues about their holdin£rs, what was ncces-

6orv thev should know in regard to the herding of

-i
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slicep and general station work, the natives taking to
these occupations with the greatest relish, learning
also to love the white man's food and the white man's
ways. But the business of a sheep station slackens
off at certain seasons of the year, and the aborigines
camped on a squatter's run were not disposed to move
away when their services were no li^nger needed, and
so lose the advantage of the white man's food; nor
could the squatter afford to let them go, as by so do-
ing there was a possibility that he might lose their
services altogether. The pearling industry offered
an opportunity of employing the blacks allthe year
round, and by combining pearl-fishing with sheep-
grazing, the squatters had two profitable openings
for the employment of their black retainers. The
landholders or squatters and the blacks lived together
in peace for several years, and this amity would
have lasted much lonf,er but for the fact that the
profitable nature of the pearling industry became
much talked about. Persons who were not pastor-
alists established themselves on the pearling grounds,
and sought black labour on the same terms as those
on Avhich the pastoralists were able to obtain it, that
is. for a nominal wage. Some blacks came to them,
I'ut not in numbers suflicient to man their boats, and
the master pearlers began to seek for labour amongst
the wandering tribes not under the protection of the
landholders. Sir T. Cockburn-Campbell states that
" nigger-hunting amongst the wild blacks became not
unknown, nor other practices decidedly irregular."
This is a very mild description of the operations of
the class of speculative pearlers who were bout upon
getting their labour at the least possible cost, and
whose black divers were nearly all impressed and
retained in si ice only by force.
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In consequence of the new tlement iutroduced

into the indiistry, anJ the abuses which were de-

clared to have arisen, the Government was compelled

to pass legislatior. regulating the contracts made be-

tween the two races, and designed to protect the mior-

ests of the blacks. But the conditions under which

the indust'7 was carried on were such that the mod-

ern device of a mutual agreement, enforceable at

law, could not be applied to the pearling industry.

The aborigines speedily learnt that the squatters

whom thev had considered the represeniatives and

embodiment of British dominion, were, like them-

selves, th" subjects of a greater power, and were not

more privileged in the eves of the law than their

servants, black -r white; and this knowledge made

them in many cases so overwhelming and quarrelsome

that they became useless to their masters. The diih-

culty was not one that could be got over. The Gov-

ernment cjuld not abandon the blacks to the gcner-

ositv of th3 whites, many of whom were worthy to be

trussed, but some of whom were little better than

slave-drivers. Xor could the whites carry on an in •

dustry in Avhich discipline was so necessary with

men who, thousrh little better than savages, had yet

the privileges of citizens when it came to be a differ-

ence or dispute with their employer. Tlie unsuua-

bility of the ab<^rigines for the pearling indust>v,

when working under the protection of the i^w, 1.^^

not ba-l unv effect upon the development of the tish-

eries; the places of the aborigines have been taken

by Malavs, and the industry continues to prosper

and iho ^avorage value of the take during the past

ten vears has rarelv fallen as low as £50,000, and has

sometimes exceeded £100,000 per annum.
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CHAPTER XXVIII.

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT.

V ,,)

T"> C ivernor Hampton succeeded Mr. Frederick

A. \Veld, whose term of office extended from Septem-

ber, 1869, to the close of 1874. Governor Weld wiis

a mar of excellent abilities, and had considerable

experience in administration in New Zealand. He
arrived in Western Australia when it was practically

a huge prison. In evt-ry resp-^ct the conditions that

make for progress were wanting. He thought that l;e

^erceived the causes that tended to keep the colony

a a state of backwardness, and determined to ap])ly

a remedy. In the first ])lace ho set about 1 r- aking

down the barriers whicli isolated the country he had
come to govern, from the outside world. At the time

of his advent in the colony, the monthly ) nil steam-

ers that called at King George's Sound w«,re the one

means of regular coinmunication with the rest of the

world. But, says an observer of the period, if the

colony as a whole had few media through which to

maintain her relations with hor neighhours, the isola-

tion of her individual settlements was almost equally

deplorable. Any one who landed at Albany could

get to Perth by two routes. He could, for instance,

wait at the jilacc of debarkation imtil chance enabled

liim to take a passage hy some small and inconvenient

coaster, and, risking the dangers of the Leeuwin,

reach the capital from I'remantle. On the other

baud, he could travel by road in a freight-trolley or
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a dray; but the road was metalled onlv in patches,

and consisted mainly of long stretches ot h .avy sand

nXs of iroustune boulders, long 30 tmg leagues of

ruts and hollows-a.'l, if the we ither were F Po-

tions, and things went .-ell, the journey laste.l fo

five (lays. Governor We>l determined to alter all

this, and never rested till ho had placed steamers on

the West Aust-alian coast.

One result of the initiation of tins coastal inter-

communication was the beginning of a ^"sk trade

that steadily grew brisker, between these formerl>

isolated little^ seaports. The first steamer was

^vrecked off the Margaret Rive^ with some loss o

life; and then Messrs. Lil.y & Company and atei

the Adelaide Steamship Company, entered the busi-

ness. /3 opportunity permitted the operations oi

stetmship companies spread, vait.^ all the inter^

mediate ports between Albany and Cambridge Gulf

,\-ere regularly and efficiently -erved.

Governor Weld's next do nd was the
ff^f''

ment of a system of electric lelegraph. lie had man-

aged to connect his far separated coastal outpo.

b; means of the steamship; but tins dul not content

him. He wished to unite by means of the electric

,vire the scattered hamlets of the interior He had

^"ny difficulties to overcome but before Ins depar-

Zro\t the end of 1874, he had the sati. action of

eeii^g at least all the principal centres of population

connected bv tele-rrnph lines. Ilavrng carried the

colonists along with him so far, he determined they

S mid go farther. By the aid o Ins T.egislatur.

;vlHch had now been made two-tlnrds elective, he

ndnced the Colonial Office to consent to the raising

of a an to provide funds for the co-truction of the

colony-, ills! railway. Thi. was a hue from Cham-
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ploii Bay to Xorthaiiipton, where there wer^ .ich

lead ilcposiis and copper in Jircat quautitic:*. Un-

happily for the spcciihition, before the railway was

completed, the price of lead fell to so low a figure

that very little ore was mined and the railway failed

to pay working expenses. The contractor also in-

volved the colony in costly difficulties and disputes,

or.u the colonists' first venture in the field of rail-

way con^^tructiou was neither protitablc nor encour-

aging. Xevertlieless, the Northampton line was no

sooner completed than work was commenced upon

another line which, stnrting from Fremantle, wcdI.

on to Perth and Guildford, and crossing the Darling

Range, taj)ped the rich farming 'ands beyond.

Governor Weld did many oiher things to advance

the interests of the colony, and the enterprise of the

Governor ^:eLnied reilecteil in the j)eople. During

his term of office various industries, notably mining,

were develo,)ed; a partially repi'csentative legisla-

ture was established; municipal institutions were in-

troduced; an Education Act was passed, and, as

already mentioned, telegraiih lines were constructed

and steamship connrunication opened up along the

coast.

Western Australia was, however, ])hi iiomenally

slow in throwing off the swaddling ch)thcs of in-

fancy, particularly when the ])eriod of its emergence

is con-idercd with relation to the advancement made
by tlie sister provinces. Governor Weld is largely

and honourably associated with much of its social and

political progress. lie arrived in the colony at a

time when political aspirations had begun to awaken,

and the people evinced a desire to partake moro

directly in the management of their affairs, «nd he

stimulated the new political awakening to the ut-

most. Thoui^h Qd^cr and :i.\ious to minioter to the

<»



mt^cr.

m
'' I. f

i:-

t. )

' 41

368 PUOOKESS OF AUSTRALASIA.

progress and welfare of the people over whom he

ruled, his schemes for their advancement were fre-

quently thwarted by the Colonial Office. This caused

his recognition of the fact that his position with the

Downing Street authorities would be far stronger if

he were backed by representatives of the people. In

the vear 1870 he was permitted to carry out his ideas

so far as to secure a Legislature partly elected and

partly nominated, just as was found in the other

colonies prior to the introduction of responsible gov-

ernment. Eu<- Governor Weld was not the only po-

litical authority in the colony. His chief secretary

had acquired, 'through the favour of the Governor

and by his own abilities, a position very little differ-

ent from that of a responsible minister. The Gov-

ernor freely made use of the ability a-'^ energy of

his assistant in forwarding the proje. he had at

heart. IMr. Barlee very naturally felt a great dis-

i-iination to return to the subordinate position he

had previously filled, and consequently conceived the

idea of placing himself in a still higher position by

becoming Premier of the colony under responsible

government. Governor Weld had, however, only a

year before exi)res^^ed a decided opinion, in a de-

spatch to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,

that Western Australia was not ripe for that form of

Constitution ; nevertheless, he allowed himself to be

persuaded not to offer opposition to the wishes of

his lieutenant.

The energetic Colonial Secretary next set to work

to gain converts to his view among the members of

the Legislative Council, with whom he had great

influence and authority. Several of them were young

men, whope introduction into public life had been

made under liarlee's auspices, and tbcy fell that eo
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capable a loader miirlit he safely trusted with tlie

conduct of the t xperiment of self-government.
Resolutions were accordingly passed in 1874, request-

ing tlie Governor to introduce a Constitution Bill,

conferring responsible government upon tlio colonv.
To this His Excellency gave his consent; but differ-

ences of opinion at onco arose as to the details of the
measure, and the Legislature was dissolved.

To Governor Weld succeeded, in January, 1874,
Mr. William C. F. Robinson, a man with entirely
different views from his predecessor as to the projier

l.nlicy to be pursued in rcirard to the agitation for

responsible government. The Colonial Office was
against making the concession, not being disposed to

hand over the administration of nearly one million
square miles of territory to the representatives of
the 27,000 persons who then made up the whole
white poi)ulation of the colony. The task of the

Covornor, in discouraging the agitation, would have
l)C('n no easy one were it not that ilr. Barlee, the
most prominent politician and the person who con-

ceived that he had the most to gain from respon-

sible government, accepted an appointment as Gov-
ernor of Honduras, and the party of progress was
left without a leader sufficiently weighty to counter-

balance the views of the Colonial Office. It is doubt-
ful, however, whether there was at the time a truly

popular demand for responsible government. The
population numbered only 27,000 altogether, of

whom 5.000 were in Perth, and anything in the

nature of a popular appeal from so scattered a popu-
lation was well-nigh impossible. It is probable thiit

there were few well-informed persons in the colony
desirous of seeing responsible government introduced

f'jr its own sake. With a Governor like Wold, whose
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ideas were progressive, the colonists would probably

ha?e been well content without responsible Kuvern^

ment vvhicb was sought chiefly as the b;^ t means of

eSing the progressive policy begun by Governor

^Veld and carried out with such conspicuous succes.

to bo continued. The originator of the movemen

Ling departed, a..l as no one was left of sufficient

cxperFence to replace him, the agitation for respon-X government for the time l.)st 'ts importance,

althoulrb a section of tbe press still continued to ad-

''"T-rgre.t ouestion having been shelved for the

timJ >.-L,a sort of political inditle^-^nce came upon

rcolony during uJ remainder of Goy-nor I^^^^^^^^^^

son's term of office; even the one great exploratory

exped don of the time was due to Sir Thomas Elder

mScence, and is therefore to be put '- tb^ cred

of South Australia, to which colony »"•
J^^^^J^

Flder belonged. Governor Robinson quitted o.tice

^. VuS 1877, and in November his successor,

3*laior-General Sir Tlarry Ord, arrived.

Governor Ord had to deal with a renewa of tlu-

agUation for responsible government wlu.h his pr.

d"ecessor had managed to quench. It "^"^^
not

^^
supposed that the a.-tat-.n wa. ^^^^^

vo
one than that occurring a few ,

.

-
.

it was essentially the expression u. the views ot tno

persons most entitled to be heard on J"-tions afTec -

Fnrtbe welfare of the country. 1 he basis of the a^

Sou was the in.pos.sibility o^ ^^'^^^j ^^ "^
Office to understand th.at the wishes of the colonist

in regard to progressive legislation, and a forward

ur^ wnA<, Tioliev were entitled to respect, and

ffthlt: Sfd:>lonial Office interfered in the

domesiic cuuccrus of the cuiou^, luo uaar v.uu.d it
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bo ijoverucJ. Tho Lof^islativi) Coiuicil n

motion in favour of rcspoiisililo ^overnnioiit

course was prompted by a dt'.sire not to lu

IIoMic Govcrmiiont, uh tlu^ roal views of tli

were probably favourable to ilouie Ivule.

the rejeetioii of the resolution in rtfianl

Bible government, a motion was passed

censurii'.fj; the Colonial OtHoe, and intim iti

less its poliey of obstruction was abaii'

mund for responsible gt^vernment woi;

have to Iw eoneedid. The remonsnaiico ot -h

Couneil had good etfect upon the Colonial Office.

there wuo henceforward no undue interference v. i,

tho affairs of the colony.

Major-Gc!neral Ord was succeeded in A])rll, 1>.A

by Sir W. C. Robinson. Governor Robinson's y^

vious term of office had lasted but two years and cigb.

months, and his present term of office was still

sliorter. From the departure of Governor Weld to

the granting of res})onsible government, a period <<!

less than si.xteen years, there were nine Governors

and administrator^, and from tliis fact alone it may

be riyhtly concluded, that the Governors ceased to

play an important part in the administration of th(s

colony, which ])ractieally drifted into the liands of

the Executive Council, at whoso meetings the Gov-

ernor was enjoined to ])reside whenever possible.

The Executive Council, in tho last years preceding

the advent of responsible government, consisted of tlie

Governor as President, iive otliclal ]Memb( rs, and (m^^

unofficial ]\[ember, and all tho great otrices of the

State were represented, viz., the Colonial Secretary,

the Attorney-General, the Treasurer, tho Surveyor-

Ger-ral and tho Director of Public Works.

lae niu^i uotowartbj incident in Sir W. C. Robin-

<v . if
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Bou'8 secnd term f office was the control winch

the Legislature sccuroJ over the Unanecs i the col-

ony The Legislative Council had herctotore only a

nominal control; the estin.alcs of expe. ature worn

Bubniitted to it, but merely pro forma, as the oblifia-

tions represented by them wero already mcurred and

a..v change or reduction, which, however, cc aid not

be" made effective without the consent of tlie Uov-

ernor.would amount to repudiation. The Legi; lure

having voted an address to the Que-n eoi..-en.ing tho

policy of spending public money by the Governor

and the Executive, without the consent of the repn-

sentalives of the people, the Secretary of State for

the Colonies directed the 'iovernor to have a bill

introduced into the Legislative Council, securing to

that body full contnd of the tinancos and empower-

In" it to set up a Committee of Finances to act for

it "luring recess. The control of the purse thus as-

sured gave the Council tho control of the Govern-

ment, which it very speedily assumed. It was hoped

that the people of the colony would now be satisfied

with the luVni of Government they enjoyed an.l

would not further press their claims to full self-gov-

ernment, but tho event was far otherwise, and it

became plainly evident that the concession of re-

sponsible government could not now be delayed many

To' Sir W C. Robinson succeeded Sir Frederick

Is'apier Broome, whose period of service lasted from

2nd .Tune, 1SS:5, to Deeember, 1SS9, with an interce>*-

sionof seven months in 1SS4-5 when Mr. A. '•

Onslow acted as administrator. Western Australia

is the only colony which .lelibemtely departed from

the principle of government ownership ot its rail-

ways. Tiie iirst ia.iw.iys, U6 already mentioned,

' i-'-'-i-



^^m

'SPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT. 273

worn constructed by tho State, but the Oovcrnnient

could not M'o its way to add to its already large in-

debtedness, by raising further loans for railway pur-

poses, much as it felt that such railways were needed.

The system of land-grant railways was devised to

meet the threefold object of affording facilities of

transit, introducing capital, and promoting settle-

ment. The Legislative Touncil by resolution au-

thorised the Exeeulivo to make arr;.ngementH for the

construction of certain lines on the land-grant system,

and in accordance with this authority an agreement

was signed by Sir Frederick Broomo on behalf of

the Government of Western Australia, and Mr. An-

thony Ilordern on behalf of an English syndicate,

for the construction of a line from Albany to Bev-

erley, a distance of 243 miles; the line is called the

Great Southern Railway. Another agreemein. was

matlc for the construction of a line from near Guild-

ford on the Eastern Railway, to a place called Walk-

away, a distance of 277 miles; this was called the

Midland Railway. In both cases the land granted

by the State was 12,000 acres per mile. The lines

•were constructed in accordance with the agreements

made, although there were many difliculties encoun-

tere<l before tlie ^Midland line was opened for traffic.

Since the arrangements were made for the construc-

tion of these lines, the changed conditions of the

country have modified its policy, and tliP Govern-

ment has abandoned the principle of land-grant rail-

ways. It has, indeed, gone further and has acquired

the Great Southern Railway from its owners, and

will probably acquire the Midland Railway also.

There had always been an influential party op-

posed to the introduction of responsiltle government

ou any torms, but it io prubublo tho eolouy as a
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whole Teas against its introduction on the terns iipon

which the British Government .vere ^^"^"S ^^^

^^^^^^
the conccssion-that is, the creation of Jhe

s^tJed

area in the south-west corner of the Continent mto

an independent colony, the remaining portion of the

territory to be governed as a Crown colony. Diir ng

^e second administration of Governor Broo.ne the

de^rnd for responsible government, silent or a tune

throueh the lukewarmness of the majority ot the

Legistative Council, again became pressmg. ior-

merly the cry was for responsible government only,

now the demand was for such a POT^"^"*
t^I

"Western Australia one and undivided. me

colony was, however, for some time far from unani-

xnous: but the influence of a P^P^^'^'-,G°^'7"7;:^^

in favour of the movement, and by the end of 1886

public opinion of all classes could be counted on as

favourable to Home Rule.
T«„i=lnt;v*>

Bv an almost unanimous vote of the Lopisktne

Council in July. 1887, a resolution ^^as agreed to

affirming the principle of self-government, and the

Governo'r was requested to take ^ -^^^^'^^i;^^
to carrv out the wishes of the Legislature ihe Gov

ernor ^acting upon the instructions of the Colonial

Office', dotermined to proceed only when it was quite

certain that the constituencies were ^^ fav^urot the

cLge, and in December, 1888 the Legislative

Counei was dissolved and a new (Vunoil elected m

January following. This pave the constituencies an

opportunity of deciding whether or not they would

accep the Fopo^ed constitution. Their answer ^vasW takalSe.
^ When the Council re-assembled the

re'lution in favour of -sponsible govern-n was

carried without dissent, and a Constitution Bill was

immediately introduced, and after some amendment
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pappod nm\ forwarded to the Secretary of State foi

the Colonies. To explain the measure and ensure ita

passage through the Imperial Parliament, the West-

ern Australian Legislative Council authorised tlireo

delegates to go to London. The delegates selected

were Sir Frederick Xapier Broome (the Governor),
"Mr. S. IL Parker, and Sir Thomas Cockburn-Camp-
hell. The local Legislature was not misinformed of

the state of public opinion in England, in regard to

the proposed constitution, when thev decided to send

strong representatives to explain the measure, f >r

very marked opposition was shown to it at every

stage of its passage tlirough Parliament. The oppo-

sition was centred upon the clauses giving the entire

control of the Crown lands to the local Parliament.

It was held by a largo number ' l members of the

British IFonsc of Commons, that these lands were the

common heritage of the British people, and should

be retained and made available for the settlement of

the surplus pojmlafion of t]i(> ^lotlior Country. To
hand over a million square miles of territory, much
of which enjoyed a temperate climate, to a handful

of people—for the population of the colony did not

then exceed 4.5,000 persons—w-as a piece of folly

verging upon a political crime. The delegates did

their best to explain matters, but with little apparent

effect. Their opportunity came, however, when the

Bill was referred to a Select Committee, of which
Baron do Worms was chairman. The Committee
took a good deal of evidence, and agreed to recom-

mend to the House of C(Mnmons that the Bill should

be passed substantially as required by the local Leg-

islature. This recommendation was adopted, and
the Parliament about to be created was made equal in

all respects to the Legislatures of the other Austra-
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lian colonies, and had, therefore, full control of the

public lands. Nor was the triumph of the delegates

lessened by the curtailment of the Western Austra-

lian territory which, as its people demanded, was

left
" one and undivided." The Bill enabling Her

Majesty to grant a constitution to Western Australia

i.assed through both Houses of the Imperial Parlia-

ment and was assented to on the 15th August,

1890. ^ .^ .

The first Ministry undor the new L '.'titution

assumed office on the' 20th December, 189u, and con-

sisted of the following Members

:

Sir John Forrest Colonial Treasurer an.l Premier.

George Shenton Colonial Secretary.

Septimus Burt, Q.C.. . ......
4"''''"-^^'''^«"'^''f p,.^^„ t „„,,„

William Edward Marmion. .Commissioner of down Lan.ls.

Harry Whittall Venu Commissioner J>fJ.^^'l^^'^y^^
*"^

•'
Director of Public Works.

The Forrest IMinistry was still in power in 1900,

ten years after its formation, but of its original mem-

bers'^ the Premier alone remained in office.

The Constitution granted to Western Australia

was in all important respects like those of the east-

ern colonies. Parliament was to be composed of an

elective Assembly and a nominate! Council, but in

rc<rard to the Council it was provided that as soon

aAhc population of the colony reached 00,000 the

members of that branch of the Legislature should

al^o be elected. The limit named was reached by

the middle of 1893, and an Act was then passed giv-

ing effect to the elective provisions of the Constitu-

tion Sir Frederick Napier Broome, as already nar-

rated, left for England at the close of 1889 in order

to assist in passing the Constitution Bill through thu
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House of Commons. Sir Malcolm Frazer adminis-
tered the Government pending the arrival of Sir Wil-
liam C. F. Robinson, who had been appointed Gov-
ernor of the colony for the third time.

N /
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CHAPTER XXIX.

GOLD DtSCOVEBIES.

The examination of the surface of Western Aus-

tralia for traces of gold was begun as soon as the

discoveries in Victoria became noised abroad, and

has continued without intermission ever since. It

will not be necessary to trace every expedition which

set out; this has been dme by Mr. Malcolm A. C.

Frazer in his excellent Year Book of Western Aus-

tralia, from which most nf the following particulars

liave been extracted.
-c xr xr

In 1SG2 the Government named ]\lr. E. H. Har

graves, a practical miner—who had discovered the

New S(mth Wales gold-fields in 1851—to search for

precious minerals throughout the settled districts ..f

the colony, for a period of six months or longer it

necessary' Landing at Albany, he pr.ispected the

country 'as far as Xortliani and through the Darling

E^e. He made a very unfavourable report, stat-

Ibat the fov, :ition of the area over which ho

....•ellcd was Oi nch a character, that gold would

never le found in large or payable quantities; in-

deed. SO coiifinncd was he in his opinion that in

Janu.iry, li^Gt, he wrote an article on "The non-

auriferous character of the roclcs of Wes'rrn Aus-

tralia," which was published in the .Tournal of t!io

Royal Geographical Society of that year. Har-

graves, hcwever, expressed the opinion that the

colony was rich iu co} per, lead and iron. Nothing

r .'.,!
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daunted by this nnfavourablo report, the Government
encouraged prospecting by the offer of most substan-
tial rewards. Time after time the hopes of the
cohmists were raised by reports of important discov-
eries, but up to 188i all proved illusive. In the
year named the Kimberley District was favourably
reported on by Mr. Ilardnian, the Government Geolo-
gist, and the question oi its systematic examination
was taken up by the Legislative C^ouncil, in August,
1885, but while the matter was being debated, a
party consisting of Messrs. Hall, Slattery, and others,
chietly miners from the eastern colonies, had alreaiiy
arrived in the Nor'-West. They first found gold on
one of the branches of the Elvire, where in a few
days they took out ten ounces. From thence they
prospected the ]\rarparet and Ord Rivers, finding
good colours in ajiii.'st every prospect hole.

The Legislative Council, in June, 1886, were con-
gratulated by Governor Broome " on the discovery
of an extensive gold-tield of rich promise in the Kim-
berley District," and on the 16th August, at that
session, the first "Cold-fields :Mining Dill" was
passed.

The question as to who was the first discoverer of
the Kinihcrley gold .ichls came up before the Legis-
lative (Council. Mr. rarr-]>Myd claimed to have «li-

covered a rich reef ami to have sent several cwt. of
the stone to Melbourne^ ])ofore the Hall party ap-
p«^ared in the district ; he applied to the (^lonial Src-

retary to havi' his claim recognised, and the reward
ofl"ered for llie discovery of a payable gold-field i)aid

to him, but after examination the Government made
an award of £r>00 to Hall, 81attery and party.
Tho T\imlM>rley !old-field was prticlaimrd on the

19th of ihiy, 1886, and prospectors rushed from ali
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p.^, of A„..raHa and byh«
-^^^^^^^^^^^^

reefs were discovered throughout Jhe/"^^-^ '

: rarparties obtained enough gold fron, a. ur

face rock, by the P"-^^-;^^;^^^^^^^^^ CoTthe more
than pay expenses. i^["Sf^""« -^^ 3„ ,vivh

southern parts of * - -
-/^^f^i g Gold-fiolds

renewed vigour -<1 -^^mh
J.^^^^

,,^00
^vere discovered, the ^"^/™^. the Pilbarra

•°Tt'';rTS'- »as rich in RoW fi..ls. Tl,o Cue

find, kocomins known, ,t
jy

« n", In,,;^ bet
^^^^^

,,,orc a number of men on "" »P°'; '

f," „'„,„„„t
oxccptio„allyrioband,na.h^.t^^^

:i. o,r™&,..nt .bo .,i.ri. .;«:;,-*»„ ,11,

obtamofl.
.v,„ VnVoo field was made iu

The first discovery on the Yalgoo neiu
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1R90 in thp Xancarrong Hills, noar the Yuin Sta-

tion, where gold was found in a re'-f on a low range

of hills five miles east of the station. From one

jilacc gold to the value of over £15,000 was doUiijd

from the cap of the reef.

The exceptional rich finds created a great sensa-

tion throughout Australia. The people of the other

colonies flocked to Western Australia in great num-

bers, and the scenes mactei recalled to old miners

the events of 1S52. The following table showing the

movement of population during ten years will illus-

trate the effect of the gold finds

:

Year. ImmlKrants. Emigrants, of IiumiKrants.

1S89 3,850 2,272 578

1890 3.567 1,998 l..'>71

1891 C.MC 3.661 3,685

1893 7,440 2,068 4.472

1893 8,928 3,705 5,223

1894 --5,8.')8 9,892 15,966

1S!'5 29,523 11,129 18,394

1896 ,55.215 19.260 35,949

1 897 49,387 28,787 22,600

1898 32.709 28,756 3,953

Total 231,82:! 109,432 113,391

Still more sensational finds were yet to be made

whicli brought the goM-fever to tlie highest pildi.

^Ir. Frazer verv well descril)es the great find at Bay-

ley's Reward claim, and the excitement conse(iuent

thereon in the officialaccountalrcady alluded to. Tn

the month of April, 1892, Messrs. Bayley and Ford

left Perth on a prospecting expedition. They pro-

ceeded to Jilount Kenneth, about 2.^0 miles to the

north-east; here they lost tlicir horses, and had to

walk hack to Newcastle, where they bought fresh

ones, and ajain started with the in'cutiou of making
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for the .Nfarring country, uhcrc gold had boon fouml

hv Speaknian the previous year, but they met tho

fellows rushing back," who reported the place was

verv poor, and noi worth spending any t.me^^ in.

After these discouraging reports, Layley and lord

headed for Southern Cross. Purchasing supplies

enough to last seve.. or eight weeks they started east^

ward on Hunt's old track-made in 1864-r,5-and

after a tedious trip, when they ^ere ver^y near he

no:v famous field, were forced to turn back to the

Gnarluine soak for water. After resting two days

they started in a north-easterly direction. I hoy

found the country .so boggy that their
P^^S^^^^J

^j;:;:

verv slow; presently they reached the native we 1—

SgarcU^where 'they camped. Finding the place

eoS with grass they kt their horses ou to graze

while they went " specking " across the flats. Here

Ford picked up a half-ounce nugget, and before n^t

dav thev found over twenty ounces of gold, \hvruj

Uie next throe or four weeks they secured byspeek-

ing and dry-blowing over 200 ounces Tl>oir prc^

visions giv ng out they were force.l o go back to

S^ithern' Cro'ss for a fresh supply. 1 ^-y
-"J.;--

ful, however, not to say fytlnng about U.o di.coy

ery they ha.l made, but burned back, and on Uo

fi4 Sunday afternoon after their return, wlnlo fos-

siokin "abmit, discovered tho reef wbioli soon became

kno n ^11 ov;r the mining world; that
--'IJ

they

picked up and dollied with a tomahawk from the cap

of the Ji over .500 ouncos of gold, one slug weighmg

over fifty ounces, and early the next -^ormn,^^7

pegged out a prospecting area on the reef. Shortly

after Afossrs. Foster and Baker, who ha.i tracked

them from Southern Cross, appeared ^V^^^^^^^Z"^

and in a short time they secured over 200 ounces.
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Mpnnfimc. Baylcy quickly made liis wav bnrk to

Southern Cross, carryiiij; :*'A nuncps, which he ex-

hibited to Warden Finnerty on the iTtli September,

and applied for a lease of the discovery claim. The

field was then declared open and liayley, on the

20th, again left Southern ( 'ross for Coolgardic, not

alone, but accompanied by a coach, by teams, and a

host of horsemer, leaving Southern Cross almost de-

serted. The news quickly sprond throughout the

colony. The West Australinn of the 21st Septem-

ber said :
" In Perth and Fremantle every one seems

to be either carrying trnts, picks, shovels, and dishes,

or otherwise preparing for the road." At York

there was a great excitement over the departure of

200 eager gold-seekers; they travelled by coaches,

teams, horses, camels, and on foot, all bound for the

land of gold.

Kalgoorlie, or TTannan's, was discovered in the

latter part, of .Tune, isn.'i, by Messrs. Fliuinigan and

Ilannan, who were on the road to Mount Yuillo with

a party of about 1 ">0 mm. Thov camped two days

on or near the spot where the fii: -as subsequently

made, waiting for teams which had gone back to

Coolgardie for water; but rain falling, the party

started on their way again, lo.iving Flannigan and

Hannan behind. By chance Flannigan fo\ind some

luiggets and iTidnced Hannan to remain with him;

in a frw daya they picked up 100 ounces, and one of

tiie men went back to Coolgardie and applied for a

reward claim. A rush imiuediately set in, and in a

few days fully .500 men were on the ground. A
large amount of alluvial gold was won and many

reefs discovered.

Siberia was discovered by ^fessrs. Frost and Bon-

ner in October, 181)3, unci in tlio stampede wliich
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ensnod to the new finds, after the discoverers had

applied for the reward claim, several lives were lost

fiom heat and thirst. :Man.y started out on the long

trip 80 ill provided with food and water, that they

would undoubtedly have perished, had it not been

for tho succour received from parties subsequently

despatched for their relief.
, . ,, i . „

iulong (I.O.U.) was discovered in May by two

hitherto unsuceensful prospectors, who were thinking

of returning to Perth. One of them pointed out a

eully near bv where he had previously found colours;

proceeding 'to the spot, in a short time they un-

earthed, among others, a seventy-ounce nugget.

Within a week the gully was pegged out from end

to end, and over 500 miners were at work.

The Londonderrv find was made in June by a

prospecting party, consisting of Messrs. Carter Daw-

son, Mills, Gardiner, Elliott and Huxley, who had

been out many months without finding go d, and

were on their wnv back to roolgardio; quite by acci-

dent rich quartz was picked up by two of the party,

and after a brief search the outcrop of a reel Nvas

exposed, from which, during th- first three^or f

'

days they took out between 4,000 and .-S.OOO ounc.-.*.

One 'specimen, " Big Ben," was estimated to contain

eold to the value of £3,.')00 or more. On the 23rd

:, ..: thev applied for the reward claim and de-

posited in the Bank at Coolgardie 4,280 ounces of

^Viie Wealth of Xations was discovered in July

by Mr. J. G. Dunn, an old prospector, representing

a syadicate of well-known West Australians, ^hen

onlv twonty-eight milee from Coolgardie, he found

the outcropping of the reef. Upon breaking into the

cap. the quartz appeared to be glittering with gold,
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one of the first pioccs taken out contained fully .'<00

ounces. In a few days he si't-urcd gold to the value

of over £20,000. In an incredibly short time after

the lease was ai)plied for, hundreds of men wtrfl

upon the spot and several ricli finds were made, two
nupgets being secured, weighing respectively 197
ounces and 147 ounces.

Many other wonderfnl discoveries were made, and
in 189S, so far as the production of gold is con-

cerned, Western Australia took first place amongst

the Australian colonies. The phenomenal increase

in its production is shown by the following compari

son:

Tear. oz.

1891 .W,311

1893 50.548
1893 110,880
1894 SOT.I.W
1895 231,513

Voar. rvt.

ISOfl 281,265
1897 674,994
1H0« 1,050.184
1899 1,643,877

The effect of tlie gold discoveries in bringing

people to tlio colony has alri^ady been ilhisfratod

by the table showing movement of population; the

great inflow was, of course, since 1S90. The follow-

ing additional figures will show how smnll was the

growth of population until the .stimulus of the gold

fever was ai)i)lied to it.

Tear. Pupiilatinn.

1860 15,227

1870 25,084

1880 29,019

Yfftr Population.
1890 46,290
1895 101,235
18U9 171,030

In the thirty years elapsing from ISOO to 1890

the number added to the population was only P,l,063,

while in the next nine years the addition was 124,-



m

III

5^^
PROOBESa OF AUSTRALASIA.

740 Another rxcpUont index ..f the propress of

Lo colo. V is fumishcd by tho trade returns. Fhe

Hlfportl aud exports at ton years' intervals fronx lb61

were:

iSf.l ooftH-c 809,19«
1871 io4'83t '^'•"?
18.S1 , .T'm3 7«9.4flfl

1898.: : : : : : : : : :
:

" "• '•
''

'

'-'^'^^ *''^'"*^

The combined trade of the last y'""/'™?""';/;.

*1o"iO%Tl om.al t« ffil, 168. r,d. per head a pro

dS- fi;n;o L rcely to bo paralleled m the com-

"''ThV^ntrof ^^^^^^^ Australia, as far a. it is

ducc peat qiiaiitiliw of SoM for a very con,

f'"'"'' . , „,„„« ari. verv considoraMe anc)

.„S ;;"*ra'rror;™a„e„t wea.,h ™ac.
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eastorn coloni.-s are limitr.l. A wry ^hort .l..staucM>

inlan.l fn-m the coast the rainfall U-c.uu'h tm. nma I

to Dcrinit fari.iiuR ..porations Ininp cnKafio.l in witl.

roasonablo socnritv, an.l nlilioujrh in sumo favoured

localities the s..il is sulliei.ntly p«..l to irivo a rea-

sonal.le return to the farmer, still even here there

are vast areas of almost valiieh'<s hiiil. _

The rainfall in the >outliern pcjrtion <•£ tlic

colnuv militates against any very oxtensuv opora-

tions'in connection with j.astoral enterprise; tuwanls

the north, howev.r, better conditions in many in-

stances prevail.
,

.

The area in which coal has l>een discnve- d '
>

Wp'torn Australia is somewhat limited in eM-:

and the coal is of inferior qn ality. Althou.irh it may

bo u^e.l for manufacturing .-r housc-hohl purpo.^.s,

and in the loconu.tiv.s ..f the State railways with

fair success, conl mininc in Western Australia is an

indu>trv whieh re,,uires all ihe aid the State can give

it and' the a.tvantage of the freight charged on the

coal from the eastern seab.>ard, to hold its ow-n

against the X.>wcastln and Illawarra deposits. It

appears tolerably certain that the coal m Western

Australia will not play a very important part in

the development of that colony.

Politically Western Australia has been very much

agitate,l on' the question of Federation. Ihe I it-

landers or " T'-ther siders." as the reeont arrivals

are locally called, are a majority of thej^opulation.

Thev were almost to a man in favour r,f Australian

Tni'on. A considerable number of the older resi-

dents desired isolation, f<^aring the effect upon tlu'ir

produets of Free-trnde between the colonies.
_

lite

former class, however, were in so great a majority

tlu.i I heir wi'iiiht was very .-pcedily felt, it was gca-
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carried by an overwhelming majority.
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CHAPTER XXX.

EXPLORATIONS.

The Rocistrar-Genoral of Western Australia In

his Year Book of that colony, which ho has given

he author liberty to draw upon for informa ion prc-

iaoofhis account of the exploration of Ins co^on^

vith a very apt quotation froni Uie Rev -L E Tern

eon Woods. S.J.: " Since the time of its first foun

dation, Western Australia has never given up the

^ jec of exploration. Unlike the other coloni^,

"hich have always gone into the matter ^J fits and

starts, there have been always continuous expeditions

from Perth The first of the colonies to wake

up again to the importanceof examining tbe interior

was, as usual, the indefatigable colony of Western

Australia." These words are m every respect true,

?o he work of exploring in Western Australia be-

.an almost on theSanding of the first -t ers -d

has never been allowed to flag The officia >e r

book records nine expeditions during l^-.O, and ot

these the most important was that led by Mr u.

DaT who discovered the Avon River, and explored

he eountry round it a^ far as the site of the presen

town of York. He travelled eastward as fai a>

Sunt Caroline. In 1831 some moderately good

palral and agricultural country was ^ -vered by

Captain Bannister, wdio made an overlan lourn 7

from Perth to King George's Soimd.
J^

'^ ^^|^-
''

tion made no other important discovenea, but m
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iiub was .7

expedition took the tioM

Grev a 'tenant Lusliington, was sent on fro .

.

^\ vosticate the truth of the report as to

Sng the Glenelg River. During January, 1839

while oiupied in s'earching for _a

-^^^-^"X^^i^;;
George Eliot, who had been lost in the bu.h for three

weeS hut 4ho eventually found his way to Port

Iut:t ,
Grev thoroughly explored the country be-

t^:the Wniiaius and Leschenajn.. Fro™ 1 ;th

SJrCrS^fb"»K nding c.

rellentcountrv for mineral, pastoral and agricultural

the boats which had been V^^^^TS^^^^-
was conipollcd to return ""

/-^^^'^^^V 5'thct X
of some hundreds of miles. A fev ot

;";^'
-^^i

were too e.xl...sted to push on as fai

««
J^^ J^P/^^'

were happilv rescued by Mr. J. b. Koe wno, .^

r Is intelligence of their
P-^J-J^^^^^^V^er"

ceived had undertaken an expedition from l-ert

for that purpose. Although Grey's journey had

been on tlfe lole an unfortunate one. he --"^ «We o

give a .lowing account of the country through which
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he passed, and his report was later on endorsed by

Mr. George Fletcher Moore, whom the a ithorities

sent out to examine the coastal districts.

Attention was most directed to the No:th-\\est

coasts and important coastal surveys were succes^f

fully made by Captains Wickham and Stokes during

the years 1838 to 1841. Sailing in H.M.S. Beagle,

they discovered and named King's Sound and the

Fitzroy River. „. , x i

In 1841, from the 31st January to 27th July, a

journev, Avhich ranks amongst the greatest feats of

human endurance, was accomplished by Mr. Edward

John Eyre. In an attempt, begun in the previous

year, to cross overland from Adelaide to Western

Australia, this explorer had been foiled, chieily b-

want of water. Having sent back the majority of

his party, he started from Fowler's Bay, South Aus-

tralia, with one companion, Baxter, and a black boy

n^imed Wylie, to reach King George's Sound or per-

ish in the undertaking. A short distance south-

west of Evre's Patch (12G" east longitude) two

natives, wlio were accompanying them, murdered

Baxter at night, and stole the gi eater part of the

provisions. Eyre and his black boy were left to

.nccomplish a journey of some hundreds of miles

tiirough an unknown country with forty pounds ot

flour and four gallons of water. This they suc-

ceeded in doing after undergoing the severest hard-

ships. This journey of Eyre's, being the first su(^

ce-sful attempt to cross from South Australia to the

new colonV in the west, was of considerable geo-

graphical 'importance. It may be mentioned here

that this enterprise would probably have never been

concluded but for their happily meeting with (. ap-

taiu Kossiter, of the French whaler Mism^uppi, who
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A.rn^ them every assistance and kindnef^s when

toests were discovered ^yMj;JjC. Albany

pffor after effort was made to pass through this

d!sert and rfeh the fertile country which it was

'Tn'r84f a ^mff'private party, consisting .of

Messrs Landor and lifroy, made a short excursion

7!!rYork and were absent for about a fortnight.

'tIvW n^ krge extent of f-urable countijv,

„or did they reacl> the great inland sea
f J^^^^

^^^

Ltives had persistently spoken; they found, how

Tver several ^hallow depressions, most of them with

::u'wato:!ving i. the\ .^lich geographers have

'^^?;^ex;:d;t;o:;c:^J::^d by oc^^nor nutt

Helpman on board the
^^^'^'''''^flr^^f Grejr^v in

find was subsequent to the expedition of ^'^^S^^^
J"

?846 neutenant TTelpman, who was accompanied

ij'oue of the Gresorys, landed at Champion Bay,

mi

'? *
; j
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and thence travelled to the River Arrowsmith, wher?

they examined the coal seam and brought back a load

of the coal.

In 1840 .Mr. A. C. Gregory, with his brothers

Messrs. Frank T. and Charles Gregory, set out from

Bolgart Springs in search of good pastoral country.

After examining the hills forming the watershed of

the coastal rivers, they tur -d westward and traced

the headwaters of some oi the streams discovered

by Grey in 1839. At the head of the Arrowsmith

they found several s'eams of coal. In 1848 Mr. A. C.

Gregory examined the Munhison district, and in

December of the same year the Governor, Captain

Fitzgerald, accompanied him to the district to in-

spect the mine working the outcrop of galena which

he had discovered durinc; his previous journey.

On the 14th September, 1848, Mr. J. S. Hoe,

sometimes called " the father of Australian explor-

ers," commenced his celebrated journey, in the course

of which he explored 1,800 miles of the colony. lie

was accompanied by Mr. A. C. Gregory and five

others with twelve horses and provisions for three

months. They suffered very great privations, on one

occasion being without water for throe days. They

returned to Perth in February of the following year,

and they reported that they could find no country to

the eastward which was fit for occupation. They

added much to the knowledge possessed of the

country, and were able to report that extensive coal-

fields existed at the Fitzgerald Eiver.

Vlt. R. Austin, the Assistant Surveyor, was sent

out in charge of an exploring party in 18.54, the dis-

covery of gold being the chief, and of go(*l pastoral

and a<^riculturnl land the secondary object of the ex-

pedition, wBich set out from Mombekine, near
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tri died from .1,0 eitccU <-f "««"« *'P%'"r

^^IroVll^ir provUions- .nd s.,flc«d un,^^^^^^^

,hi,« in tl,eir jonmoy to tin. sea. lo the i'««™ «

tl,c loader was doe the faet that so many of 'l" P»«J

s^ceeded in reaehing tlie settlement, after suflermK

Tiration, »hieh half daily thinned their ranks, and

SILh mTght have eaused a leader less courageous to

'luSdJSwSS of eonntrv round Mounts

Ketn«h and Magnet and in the ""RW-*-^,"*

:ra' m'i,tV",e;iin,r'>- heen ohfained from .h,s

"'TlifDenisou Plain, to «,-* »/ *»J«"rS
gold-fields were disooverod ,n 1850 bv Mr At..

Gre.'Orv and in the following year Mr. F. 1. <jrcg
Ure^ory, ina

Murchison River.

%7r^T gX-s sueee.sf,,l in finding seme

^t;i
£:":."?::: :'mSh3:fi;;;^f^tThis disco\er> ^.i>t, a

started from the

To Mount Go.ld. He then strv.ck the ^^a. wa er^ of

tL G-iscoyne and t-aced its course to
^^^f

'''^

'' J\*J;

The Sss of .this expedition led to others bemg
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fitted out, and in 1861 Mr. F. T. Gregory again set

forth. This time the undertaking was organised by

the Imperial as well as by the Colonial Government,

and was also aided by private siiliscriptiun. Having

safely landed their horaes and provisions at Nickoi

Bay, the party snccussfidly explored tho country

round the headwaters of the Ashburton, Fortescue,

De Grey, and Oakover Ilivers, and good pastoral

country was reported. The members of the expedi-

tion suffered severely in their efforts to penetrate

the desert sand ridges of the coast, but were well re-

paid by the splendid results of their heroic enter-

prise.

About the year ISCO it became evident that tlie

discovery of new pasture lands was essential to the

progress of the colony. The vast tracts of country

lying to the east and north of the spanse coastal set-

tlements were as yet absolutely unknown; and most

of the good land within reach of thcso settlements

was either occupied or unavailable. The colonists,

therefore, set themselves strenuously to spy out the

land and ascertain its resources. The result of their

efforts, extending over nearly half a century, has been

that numerous expeditions have crossed and recrossed

the immense territory which stretches from Shark

Bay to the boundaries of T ^uth Australia. A gn-at

portion of this has been pr..'0(l to be desert, appar-

ently wortldess ; but some grass country has also been

discovered, and utilised for pastoral purposes. Of

late years, too, the discovery of gold has led to many
encroachments upon the desert itself.

In July, 1861, and again in June, 1865, E. A. De-

lisser, a squatter, explored the south-east corner of

the colony. Entering from Fowler's Bay in South

Austi-alia he discovered rich grass landi: wliich have
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,in«W occupied. a.al.a.e proved exconent pa.

turage. A,„nmt of l^'"'! M'^ssrs. B. D.

J3unng
J"^.i:/'';f ,^^1 en P^tor and 0. Harper

Clarkson, C. h. and A.
^JYorthani. They mado

explored the country
^-^^"^^^a's Range, having

their furthest point at
^^'>\f

. kiioNvn as

traversed a great poruon of vsUa^^^^^^
^^ ,^,i,

of York, with the obj^^t ^Uh^^^^^
^ ^^^^^

.^^

made. ATr C C. Hunt, leaving

In the following year ^\lj- ^-
j,^ ^^ent sito

York on the 10th July, Pa-^^^;,^
^^^ ^ ^east of his

of Coolgardio and travened 400 n
^^ ^^^^^

starting Pointl'^'Y^^^
T Te Soy. The result of

the neighbourhood of Iv^'^^?^^"?^;^ ^nd preceding

his journey --l^'^^PP^ii^^^^e ±ral opi'Jnon that

journey, .corned to conhrm the
g^^^^ ^^s impossible

agricultural or
IffP^/j '"the year 1805 Travar-

outside the coastal friye In
»^^^^^ ^^ ^3„,l, of

ton C. Sholl explored theonntr^^^^

Camden Harbour, ^e i'l^;F'^^^ Humbert),
ascendcd_aiulinmedMt.la,e(^

^^^ ^.^^^^^ ^^^

jl^^L^ISr^an^^-^^-^^^-^^^""

^^irrfy^ftWr^eTr Assistant Surveyor Jame3
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r..wlo having cxi-lorod the country botwron Kochu.'k

I! IV and Port Walctt. rei)ortcd the discovery of a

considerable area of land fit f-r grazing purposes.

In the same year ilr. E. 'W lloolcy, who in 1864

had made an unsuccessful attempt to find a practi-

cable stock route between Champion T.ay an<l the

Oascoyne, journeyed in safety from (!hampion Bay

to Tort Walcott and back.

The practicallv unknown country lying round the

hra.lwatois of the Harding, Ashburton, Sherlock,

and Forte.cuc Rivers was opened up for settlement

by the exploration, of Mr. R. J. ^l'-^^^^.^^^^^.^
^j

Travarton C. Sholl during the year ISr, .. In 1S(,J

Mr Forrest (now Sir John Forrest, P.C.) began

that memorable series of explorations which has

proved so important to the colony. His tirst expedi-

tion was unsuccessful as regards itB iiaam object,

viz the discovery of traces of Leiehhardt, for the

fate of that explorer still remains a mystery, but Mr.

Forrest succeeded in penetrating to a consKlerablo

distance bevond Mt. ^Margaret, reaching l;;,»>tude 2S

41' south and longitude l-22° 50' east. The follow-

ing vear the same explorer with his brother ma.le

iif memorable journey from Perth to Adelaide via

Fucla Mr. Forrest completed in five months an

expedition which had taken Eyre a year to accom^

pS The explorers on leaving Perth travelled m
Bafetv to Esperancc Bay, where a schooner, the Adur,

n7et them with supplies. They still kept near the

coast till thev reached Israelite Bay, a distance from

Fsiera ce Bay of nearly IHO miles. Leaving the

c;rt they made for longitude 126° 24', where Eyre

had noted a water supply. Thence Forrest made an

exeursion northward and found good grazing land

but no permanent water. Leaving the oasis, they

/)
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succpodcil in reaching Encla in safety, but .^ufTorcd

greatlv en roxttr from thirst. Al Euchi they were

afrain'provisioiu'il hy tlu' schnonrr, and Forrest niiulo

a short excursion inland and discovered that the in-

terior, which had been consitiercd a sandy (hvscrt, was

in reality sometimes beautifully grassed, and thoui;li

there seemed to be no surface water, yet in many

places it was i)rocurablo at moderate drpti:.

From Encla Forrest travelled through South Aus-

tralian territory to Adelaide, which he reached ou

the 2Tth August, ISTO, having set out fr..m Perth on

the 30ili of Slarch. liis report >i the Western Aus-

tralian country was more satisfactory than that of

Eyre, who had declared it to be i)ractically waterless

and little better than a desert.

In 187 1 Mr. A. Fnrrest went out 000 miles in

search of new pastoral country. Having reached

latitude 31° south and longitude 123° ?T' east, hia

party were coir.iielled to make for the const. Their

course led them to :\It. "Ragged, and having discov-

ered a tract of good country wliith has since been oc-

cupied, thev returned vo Perth via Esperauce Bay.

Two attempts were made in 1873 to travel from

South Australia overland to Perth. The first of

these, led by IMr. William Christie Gosse, Deputy

Surveyor-General of South Australia, \va< unsuccess-

ful. Travelling from Alice Springs he entered

Western Australif, n<ar the Tomkinson Mountains,

and obtained sonn knowledge of the country in \ho

vicinity he then explored the Cavenagh and Barrow

Ranges, but owing to the arid nature of the country,

Gosse found it impo5sil)le to penetrate further and

returned to his starting point.

The second and more succ-sful attempt was made

by -Major Peter ^llgcrtou Warlurton, who journeyed
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from flio '^^;l(•(l()nnoll Kanpros in Soutb Anstraliii to

the Li-adwatcrs of tlio Oakuvor Kivcr. Little was
learnt fioin this expedition, lor the menihera of it

were so occupied witli (heir own har(lshi|)s, that they

%vore unable to make accurate observations of the

country thnnii^h which they parsed. The opinion

given was that the country was a sterih> one in wiiich

liorse;^ couM not possibly exist, and that there wero
no permanent watercourses. This was the first ex-
pedition which was provided with c;iuiels. It should

have attained nioic important results; but owing to

constant delays provisions fell short, sickness broke
out, and Warburtun was forced to push tlirouf^h as

r; pitlly as possible, ainl by travellinc; by night ho
succeeded in safely reaching his destination. War-
burton on this journey discovered the Johanna
Springs, lately invested with a melancholy interest,

as the appointed rendezvous wliicli the ill-fated Wells

and Jones of the Calvert Expediti"a faili d to reach.

Again in 1874 "Mr. John Forrest and his brother

Alexander set out from Perth. Th(ir official in-

structions were " to obtain inforniatiou concerning
the immense tract of country from wliich flow tho

^Fiirchison, Gasccyne, Ashburton, T)e Giey, Fitzroy

and other rivers falling into the s; a on the western

ainl northern shores of the colony." Part of their

plan also was to ascertain tho nature of the interior

of tLe colony, and whctli" r n practicable route to the

advanced setlcments in South Australia could be dis-

covered. Going northward to Ytiin they then fol-

lowed the ^furchison as far as the Robinson Range,

thence south-east to ^Nfounts TJartle and Russell and
north-east by the Kimberley and Frcrc Ranges till

they reached the Weld Springs, where they found an

unlimited supply of clear fresli water. So far mucU
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of tlio !an<l lia<l proved good, and well n.Iaptcd f"r

irrazing puri>osfs, hut as soon as thoy left Weld

Springs thov cnrnnntprrd a fiiccrssinn of wat(rlf«<»

Btrptolips of spinifex country. Happily for tlie fate

of the expedition, timely diw-ovrries of small fresh

water supplies wen- made—notahly at Alexander

Spring. The expedition reaelie.! a point within ono

hundred miles nf Gosse's furthe' - ^t, and. under

ordinary conditions, micrht h. .)ed to have

reached known country in a few uays; hut so great

was the dearth of water that, hut for the foresight

and perseverance of their leader, the expedition

would certainly have heen compelled to return on

their own tracks. Pushing forward through more

ppinifex country and crossing several rocky ranges,

they arrived at'Barlee Springs. They made a halt,

at Fort Miiellor, one of the explorer Giles' depots.

During the rest of the journey to the known country

at tiio^reake Telegraph Stafion, similar di'lculties

were encountered. This journey of Jolin Forrest

was one of the most noteworthy made in the cause of

Australian exploration, and though hoth Gosse and

Warhurton were hotter equii)ped than Forrest, yet hi9

expedition proved of much greater value; for he was

able to give a full and tiue account of the country

through which he passed. \\Tiilst agreeing with all

previous explorers as to the impossibility of settle-

ment in the spinifex country, he was nevertheless

most ha|)eful as to the possibilities of the Murchison

district, beyond the country already occupied.

While Forrest, Warhurton and Gosse were engaged

on these expeditions the well-known and experience

explorer Giles made three attempts to cross froui

iA<^p1aiflp tn Perth, and so to examine the supposed

desert of Centra! Australia. The first attempts wore

ft -\
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linsucrossfiil, I'li^ tin' tliini r.itikH noxt tn Forrost's

a? file HM'.^t stiorcssfnl cxinditiou ever ina<lr f^r

oponinp up '^f inferior of Westprn Australia. Oi ii>3

<ucc('(Mit .1 in roaohiii^r P» rth and roturntd ovorlaiid

via tlio Murr!ii<on i. Adelaide, ooniplctinp the eircuit

In nhout twelve montlis^ The succi-s- of tlii- jouniey

was due in n pr< it m* isnre 'i the gcnerosiiy of "^ir

Tliuina Kidcr, who jirovidid th( exp' lition v ith

eaniels; and iho supcrinrity of th(se aiiinia' "ver

horses for 'l.^ort travelling was so niiply denion-

stralf'd that their "mj-oyiiieiit fur si; ilar v,..rk wa:^

thereafter Invariably adopted. It was on the 2:'.rd

of ^[ay, IS?;'), that Giles set out on his third jou -iiey.

Fi.r the first •"hree month< his way lay ilirougl eom-

pariitivi'h easy eountry, and in Aufrn^t he raehed

Ijuimdary Dam in Western Australia. Thcnee ho

took a euurse througli the Great Victoria Desert fnr

eonie hundreds of raihs, and he aii<l his whole ]>nrty

underwent all the hard-hips attendant on dt sert

travellinff, till, after a wafrle^s slajre «'t H-i.") miles,

they arrived alnn-t. exhausted at Queen Victoria

S[)rinps. Resting a short time there 'he party pres-

ently made their way to riarrinc;, where a supply

of water was ohtained, their einirse liavin;: led them

north-cast <>f the jirescnt Coolgardi*-. Still travel-

ling westward they reached Mt. Churchman and

later on Tootra, near Lake Moore, an out -station of

l^fessrs. Chines. On the 1«tli Xoveniher they ar-

rived at Perth, having travelled 2,075 miles in abmt

five months. The practical results of this journey

were not great, yet every credit nmst be given to tho

explorer v.ho, in the face of so many difficulties, suc-

ceeded in a.'complishing his object. A few weeks

Rliffieed for rest and re-e(iuipment, and, on the 13th

June, 1S7G, Giles and his party eommenced the re-
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turn journey, the first stage being to Northampton

via Geraldton. Resuming their journey they en-

tered the Gibson Desert on the 1st June. It was

part of Giles' plan to discover how far west this ter-

rible desert extended. While traversing it they

suffered intensely from want of water, going 230

miles without finding any. Reaching the Alfred

and Marie Ranges they found themselves once more

in familiar country, and shortly after the Rawlinson

Mountains came in sight.

On the 23rd August the Peuke Station in South

Australia was reached. Giles, having compl> od his

tour after suffering the most severe hardships, was

able to give an accurate account of the greater part

of the interior of Western Australia. He fully con-

curred with those who considered the country as

totally unfit for settlement.

A trip undertaken by INfr. Alexander Forrest u\

1 S79 proved a most successful one, as he found somo

of the most valuable country in Western Australia.

His course was generally from the De Grey River to

Dalv Waters Station on the Adelaide—Port Darwin

Telegraph line. The FItzroy and Margaret Rivers

were followed for acme distance ; the former proved

deep and rapid, and in the vicinity of the latter

the well-watered Nicholson Plains were discovered.

These plains Forrest considered the finest part oi

Western Australia he had seen. Much of the

country he traversed has since been well stocked

with siicep and cattle, and holds out the promise of

much mineral wealth.

In 1883 Mr. John Forrest again took out an ex-

ploring party. This time he was accompanied by a

bodv of surveyors, wlio did good work surveying the

country around the FItzroy, Margaret, May, Len-
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nard, and Richenda Rivers. Mr. E. T. Ilaidman,

who also accompanied the party as geologist, made a

complete study of the country, sufficient to enahle

him to prepare a valuable geological map. The ex-

plorers landed at Roebuck Bay, examined a large

portion of the Kimberley district, and proceeded by

La Grange Bay to the Fitzroy River, and found that

the country as far as St. George's Range consisted

of rich grassy plains well watered. The Ord River

Plains proved exceptionally rich, consisting of

fertile alluvium covered with luxuriant grass.

In 1884 Mr. II. Stockdale, an exj.ericnced bush-

man, led an expedition from Cambridge Gulf to ex-

plore the country lying to the southward. He
eneceeded in finding very good pastoral country,

but was reluctantly compelled to abandon two of

his party, whose ultimate fate has not been dis-

covered.

In 188-i 'Mr. E. T. Ilardman again accompanied

an exploring and surveying party. They surveyed

the country from !Mt. Pierre on the Fitzroy to the

junction of the Xegri and Ord Rivers. The Mary
and Elvira Rivers were discovered and named, and

the present Kimberley gold-fields were favourably

reported on. In 188.5 'Sir. II. F. Johnston, who had

led the i)revious expedition, again set out. This

time he travelled to Cambridge Gulf. The expedi-

tion was able to map out the course of the Ord

River and traced the Bow, Eraser and Bella

Rivers.

In 1889-90 :Mr. Ernest Favence, the well-known

Queensland ex[)!orer and historian, explored the

headwaters of the Gascoyne and Ashburton Rivers.

Tie reported rich pastoral country, and what was

more important still, he discovered the Cunningham,
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Jackson and James Rivers all important tributaries

of the Ashburton. ,

The hitherto unknown country north ami ^^st ol

Lake Amadeus was in 1889 explored by Mr. W. U.

Tietkins, who discovered and namp<l the Kintore,

1,500 feet high, and the Bonython Range. It is a

st'range circumstance connected with the exploration

that although the party traversed sixty miles of

country supposed to be contained in the area of Lake

Amadous, yet thev saw nothing of the lake.

Sir Thomas Elder, whose generosity in regard to

matters of exploration has already been mentioned,

again equipped an expedition, the object of which

was to complete the exi loration of Australia, and

especially of Western Australia ; efforts were also to

be made" to discover traces of Gibson, the ill-fatod

explorer who bad perished some seventeen years

previously. Leaving Fort Miieller, they obtained

water at Mount Sqiiircs and made for Queen Vic-

toria Springs. Here they found the springs dried

up and were compelled to alter their plans and mako

a ha&ty journey to Fraser's Range; when about half-

way to the range some good but extremely dry

country was passed. After resting at Fraser s

Range, they mnde an attempt to examine some parts

of the desert they had just crossed, but were again

baffled bv the w-aterless condition of the country.

Ultiraatelv they reached the Murchison. On the

Ist January, after a journey of eight months' dura-

tion, during which numberless perils were encoun-

tered, thev arrived at their destination. Mr. Lind-

say, the leader of the party, returned to Adelaide, but

one of his companions, Mr. L. A. Wells, made an

expedition, starting from the depot at Welbundinuni.

He travelled over SCO miles, and made discoveriea
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of good pastoral land and some gold-bearing countiy,

but lack of water was here again the chief charaater-

istic of the country.

It was not till 1S96 that any further work of im-

portance was done. In this year an expedition pro-

moted by Mr. A. F. Calvert, under the leadership of

Mr. L. A. Wells, set out from Lake Way to explore

the country between the East Murchison and Fitzroy

Rivers. A dejwt was formed in latitude 25° 54'

south, longitude 122° 20' east, in the midst of fair

country provided with excellent waterliuk'S. From

here an excurs^ion was made north-east through Mt.

Bates, when, after a dry stage of 200 miles, water

was found in latitude 23° 23' south and longitude

124° east. After resting here, they returned to

the depot by the route followed by Giles in 1876.

Travelling again from the depot, the whole party

reached Separation Well. Here two of the explorers

left their leader in order to examine the country to

the west-north-west. They were to meet the main

party some thirty miles south of Johanna Springs.

They proceeded some distance, but found it impos-

sible to continue, owing to the heavy nature of the

country. Retracing their steps, they found the

tracks of the expedition, and followed them for some

time, but perished from thirst before coming up with

their party. Some months after their bodies were

discovered by Wells, and their journal disclo^^od the

sad mischance that had befallen them.

From Separation Well the expedition proceeded

to Johanna Springs, and thence to tlie Fitzroy River,

which they met a little to the north of Mt. Tuckfield.

The country through which they passed, especially

the last 300 miles, was of the usual spinifex and

Band ridge variety. The lack of water and camej
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feed cost them five beasts and the remaining number

wern saved only with great difficulty.

The Western Australian Government used every

effort to discover the fate of Wells' companions,

Messrs. C. F. Wells and G. Lindsay Jones, who had

been lost during the expedition and whose fate was

yet unknown. On the 19tli December, just two

months after their disappearance, Mr. W. F. Kudall

headed a search party which, Icavinfj Braeside on the

Oakover "River, followed up that stream and its tribu-

tary the Davis. At Christmas Pool they met some

natives who guided them to a deserted camp, where

some footsteps supt^osed to be tliose of the missing

men were discernible. Nothing more was discovered,

and the camels failing him, Mr. Kudall had to retrace

his steps with all speed. Nothing daunted, he set out

again, but met with no success. He made two other

attempts, but no traces of the missing men were

found, though in the third trip the bodies of two

white men, who had evidently been murdered by

natives, w«re discovered. It was proved that

these wore not the men searched for. In his jour-

neys Kudall travelled over an area of 23.000 miles,

and though not successful in his main object, yet

he gained a great deal of valuable knowledge of

the phvsical features of much country hitherto un-

known.' In the same year (1896), Mr. A. I^lason, a

Government officer, explored the country lying be-

tween Kurnalpi and Eucla. Both Sir J. Forrest

and Captain Belisser had ^-eviously reported fine

pastoral and agricultural land in this district.

The South Australian Government sent out an ex-

pedition under Iliibbe about the same time. Its

object was to open up a stock route betwoi iv Oodna-

datta and CoolgarJie. Iliibbe followed Forrest's

'
I: .!
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1874 route, through Barlec Springs to Mt. Allott.

Thence he travelled to Lake Wells by way of tlie

Ernest Giles' Range. A good supply of water was
obtained at Mackenzie's Well, and the remainder of

the journey to Menzies and Coolgardie was through

fairly well known country. The return journey was
made via Eucla. Near the South Australian border

some good country was found, but fur the rest the

country was as usual, dry and covered with spinifex.

The lion. David Carnegie equipped and led an p:^

ploring party in search of gold-bearing or pastoral

country in the grea. desert which lies between lati-

tudes 19° and 28° south and longitudes 122° and
129° east, which had hitherto only been crossed from
east to west.

Leaving Doyle's Well about fifty miles south of

LaivC Darlot, they travelled to Alexander Spring,

which was found to be dry. Fortunately a soak-

age was found some forty-five mil ^s from the springs

where they obtained watCi-. The count.r)- was a con-

tinuous stretch of low sand-hills, with here and "re

some bloodwood trees and poor shrubs on which the

camels fed. One man, Mr. Clias. Stansmore, lost

his life during this journey, being accidentally shot.

On the 6th December Carnegie arrived at Hall's

(^reek, where he rested for some months. Hearing
of the Calvert Expedition disaster, Carnegie offered

to lead n searcli party, but relief pxpoditiona had
already l)een started, so Carnegie remained where
he was till the beginning of April, 1897. The re-

ti:rn journey to Coolgardie, via Alexander Springs

and Lake Darlot. was uneventful and little aurifer-

ous coiintry was found. .Mtn^rether the expedition

travelled 3,000 miles in eight months' uhI proved

the impossibility of opening up a st^X'k route betweeq
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Kimberley and the North Coolgardie fields. The

only permanent water found on the journey out-

ward was at Helena Spring in latitude 21° 20

south. TT u
A gold ospecting party headed by Mr. Hugh

Russell went out in May, 1897. The country round

the Banow, Warburton and Cavenagh Ranges was

well examined. The explorers went as far as Mt.

Sciuircs, but little of importance was learnt, the

country passed through showing the same absence of

water which marks so large a portion of the great

western colony.

J';". )
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INDUSTKIAL IIISTOEY.

CHAPTER XXXI.

FIBST INDUSTKIAL PEUIOD, 1788-1821.

Of the great industries now carried on in Aus-
tralasia only wheat and maize farming, wool grow-
ing and coal mining date from the beginning of set-

tlement ; and if these be excepted the principal in-

dustries which now exist are of compariitirely recent

growth. Some industries, such as whaling, v''ich

manifested early promise, have died out or fallen

into neglect, a result due as much as anything to the

discovery of gold in 1851, for there were few who
willingly followed the humdrum pursuits of trade

as long as the allurement.; of the gold-tieids lasted.

When the precious metal ceasc^l to bo won in large

quantities and the population luui perforce to return

to less exciting and perhaps more remunerative pur-

suits, it was almost too late to revive m;ii.y industries

that had been abandoned. Intere-iting, tlierefore,

as it is to look back upon the industrial life of the

colonies in tJie early years of settlement, compari-

sons with the present day have litlio or no value,

as the conditions under which industries were car-

ried on in the early period were essentially different

from iLoae that now obtain. In nearly every respect
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the record of the industrial life of Australia haa been

one of continuous progress, and there has been a

steady advance in the condition of the workers, es-

pecially of those who may be classed as wage^arnere.

The industrial history of Australia is naturally

divided into six completed periods, and the present

period, which was entered upon in 1893; but, as

raav be inferred from the nature of the case, except

in repard to that represented by the gold rush, no

sharp line of division between one industrial period

and another can be drawn.

The first period embraces ,the interval between

the foundation of the settlement and the departure

of Macquarie; that is to say, to 1821. Intended as

it was for a mere penal settlement, there was little

room in the colony for the operation of industrial

forces, and it was 'long before the authorities would

recognise that the labourer had any rights beyond

that to mere subsistence. This was perhaps inevi-

table in a place where the great majority of the

labourers were either prisoners or persons who had

been prisoners; but the same ideas dominated the

policy of the ruling powers long after the free popu-

lation became an important factor in the industrial

life of the colony.

Throughout this period, and, indeed, until a much

later time, the spirit of the Government was that of

paternal int€rference in every concern of social life.

For the individual especially the labourer, every-

thing was regulated. The Governor fixed the price

and determined the quality of the provisions con-

sumed in the settlement; he- made grants of land,

and, in order to beautify his metropolis, required

those who received grnnt? within its bnnndaries to

build substantial and haudoome Louses thereon; ho
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erected mnrkets, an<l framed bye-lawa for their gov-

ernance ; ho served out lands, cattle and provisions to

his subjects like a tradesman purveying general

merchandise; ho adjusted tolls, ferry dues, and
wharfage foes, and gave an eyo to municipal matters.

Moreover, ho gathered together the orphans in the

colony, and supported them out of the proceeds of

the duties and customs collected at the port. To
the labourer he strove to ensure a fixed daily wage;
from the Irbourer he sought to exact an unvarying
amount as the price of his loaf or of his pound of

m.eat. This was not only possible, but seemed en-

tirely at one with the ideas of the times, as the

colonist, properly so called, was looked upon as an

intruder whose presence, though distasteful to the

authorities, could not altogether be avoided.

During the whole period the Go\^rnment was tho

main employer of labour; indeed, in tho earliest

years there was no other. Amongst individuals,

the military officers were the first to s<K?k labour, and
to them were made over a number of prisoners, by

whose aid a large area of country was cleared and cul-

tivate<l. At first the Government supplied assigned

labourers with clothing and food; but this was soon

altered, and tho expense of maintaining them was
borno by tlioir employers; indeed, this relief of the

public stores was the chief consideration which in-

duced the authorities to introduce tho principle of

assignment. As years went on, an increasing

number of men whose sentences had expired became
available foi oi'dinary employment, and these, with

the soldiers who preferred to remain in the colony,

retired officers, civilians in the employ of the Govern-

ment, and, lastly, the few free immigrants who had

juaJe their way to the scLllcmeut, formed the iudus-
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trial population. For a considerable period the frco

population was not large, and there was no need to

Sake special provision in the laws m regard to them;

but as tie free element grew in importance, the

Governor found it necessary to issue laws for U.e

purpose of regulating the relations between em-

ployers and the free employed.
. .. , .i.

These laws were all conceived m tlie spirit of the

primal curse, whicli designated work a punishment

The life of man a warfare, and his time here below a

probation to be spent in weariness and sorrow, ilu-

general orders issued during the first thirty years

were sufficiently harsh and callous, even when their

provisions were fran.ed with especial reference to

ihe bond population, but they were scarcely more con-

eidorate when they sought to regulate the conditions

governing the operations of free labour. U.e

hours of toil were established on no tender scale. A

day's work for st.acking and carrying gram was tixed

at' from five o'clock in the morning until seven

o'clock at. night, less three hours for iood and rest.

The wages to be paid for various classes of alwur

w^ro dso arbitrarilv determined. Should a labourer

take or demand more than the spccifieil rates, or

refuse to work for such wages, he was to bo set in

the stocks for two days and one night for the t.rst

offence, and for a second or continued refusal he was

to undergo a penalty of three months' hard lalwur.

^•o person was allowed to take work unless he cx>uh ,

if a freeman, produce his certificate, or, if a boncl^

man, his ticket-of-loave. For the infringement of

this regulation the ])enalty inflicted on the employer

was a tine of £5, and two shillings and sixpence for

^opV, ,1av nn which a free labourer was employed,

with more than double this fine in the ca=e of Uio

' i
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employment of a boiidman ; and for paying more

than the fixed rates he was liable to be imprisoned

for ten days, in addition to the tine. Tho harbour-

ing of a runaway ap])rentice involved a penalty of

six months' hard lalxjur to a free man, and of ono

hundred lashes, with other punishment, if the of-

fender were a prisoner. As the framer of the laws,

the Governor ha<l always before him the fact that

the employer was often little better than the labourer

he employed, both, as a rule, belonginp to the eman-

cipist class, and both, therefore, in view of their

common origin, deserving of somew^hat similar

punishment for breaches of the labour regula-

tions, irrespective of the accident of the possession

of property in the one caae, and the want of it in the

other.

The lot of the free lal>ourer, even though he gener-

ally was an emancipat<?d convict, was very severe.

Long wore his hotirs of labour; and his pay was by

no means eommcnsurato with his day's toil. Agri-

cultural labourers were paid (four pounds) £4 for

clearing and booing an acre of ground; timber-

gotterg, for sawing one hundro<l feet, seven shillings,

and for splitting ono Inmdred foot, one shilling and

sixpence to two shillings. In 179(1 the sum i)aid for

malviiig a pair of V)Oot9 was three shillings and six-

pence; for a coat, six shillings; and for a gown,

five shillings; carpenters received five shillings, and

field labourers three shillings a day, without rations,

and those Avero considered high wages. In 1814 a

general order fixeil tho price for felling forest timber

at t*n shillings per acre, and burning oflF at twenty-

five shillings per acre ; cutting down weeds and brush

and burning off at ten shillings per acre, and a

Bpliiur's daily rLiuuneration at two sbillings and
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sixpence. Three vears .atcr > I'neo given or

fc Hng lore: t tin r wa^^ reduce , by au ottic U

n*-ulalion, to eight shillings j. r acre, burni- -

oft to £1 por acre, and other work in lik( propur-

'

In aaaiiion to the men wholly assigned to masters,

ther^ was another class of labour -vailab e, lb-

prisoners wli were not assigned were ^'mf!' i by

th. Gov.rnn.^nt; 1 tas their .v cWcd ^rcc

0*ci.H;k, it wns pern ssiblc for th. ji to ngaur ...m-

- Iv- for the remainder of the dav o pm
employer. man ' is therefore, in

hiinself afi. the b. mentioned, an

conl.l earn n own ha; Js " i
<

Soi.al proper! V. uy general "dor

numeration i^rtor hoars wn« >'

per fi.iv; bnt it is probable b =1

tin chi>= -o Avork, foi
.

pr< riibh Uian was conU'niplat

vork

fore, tiie lot, of the

r. if til 'fee labourer

d feed msclf. In uto8<

oi lalxmr, i* 'vas also cust ^w.

to engage t mM'Ues durini

a general or :er liniitCHl the

to eneh man to fifteen slu

or one bushel of wheat ]

was

y

'

he

pe

^^Jn' 3

,,e .11>

i m» a, when
- -nt more

ii SI),. resixjcts,

was better than

I'llod to clotlio

. , of paucity

it the soldiers

rnontha, and

:i to be given

,uey per week,

arvested, at the

ssing this order
worker's option. A ister

was punished bv fine: nul in liie event of any soldier

demanding more than the regulation amount, lie

could be summoned In-fore the nearest magistrate to

answer for his conduet.
. .

This regiilation of riee- by law was strictly m
„^_j.o^jjce with the idea^ the times, the object

imeu at being to eudure .uc settlers a supply oi
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ent for its support exclusively on importations, in

days when ships visited the settlement only at long

intervals, and prospects of trading had not yet been

made manifest. The fact that supplies were not

BOO; -r obtained from the soil of the country was

probably the result of ignorance rather than of

letbargy, for Avhcn knowledge was gained, the dif-

ficulties in the way of obtaining breadstuffs disap-

peared.

Governor Macquarie continued the rates of re-

muneration authorised by his predecessors; but he

decided that niasiers should pay their assigned

servants a yearly sum of £10 for a man and £7 for

a woman, including the value of slops allowed, or

£7 for a man and £5, 10s. for a woman, when

clothing was supplied. It is probable that these

rates were already determined by custom before

the orders of the' Governor were issued, as most

masters made allowances to their men at about

the scale named; and that the rule was introduced to

meet the cases of those who made no allowance or

such as was insufficient to meet the wants of their

assigned servants. The whole tendency of the reg-

ulations was to allow a free labourer to earn on an

average ten shillings a week in addition to rations,

or twenty shillings a week where rations were not

supplied. As already remarked, there is abundant

rontemporary testimony that, in spite of the severe

penalties of the law, the legal rates were not adhered

to, for the settlers ordinarily had to give more,

the labourers refusing employment at the fixed rates.

\vorage prices of some few articles during tlic

first twentv years of settlement are given below;

and although" labourers in receipt of three shillings

a day could afford to purchase few of the com-

mmmm ^v _
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modities mentioned, they would probably, under the

necessity of accepting the barter currency of the

country, be compelled to take them in payment for

their work, notwithstanding that by special regula-

tion it was ordained that all wages were to bo paid

in sterling money or in wheat, at the option of the

labourer.

Maize, per bushel 10 shillinps

Wheat, per bushel 18 shillings

Flour, per pound 3 pence
Butter, per pound 3 shillings

Cheese, per pound S shillings 6 pence
Bacon, per pound 1 shilling 9 pence
Salt beef, per pound 5 pence
Salt pork, per pound 7 pence
Rice, per pound 3 pence
Potatoes, per pound 3 pence

Moist sugar, per pound 1 shilling 6 pence

Soap, per pound 1 shilling

Eggs, per dozen 2 to 3 shillings

These figures represent the average market rates,

but prices were subject to great fluctuation; for ex-

ample, wheat sold in 1817 at twenty-five shillings

per bushel, while maize touched sixteen shillings

in some other years. Fresh meat was not plentiful,

as the Governors were afraid of destroying the

breeding stock, and at one time the penalty of death

was actually decreed to any person destroying the

wild cattle found at the " cowpastures " of Camden,

although these cattle were afterwards killed, as it

was feared that they might deteriorate the breed

of stock. The settlers wfo at all times encouraged

to keep pigs; and they t have grown vegetables,

as American whalers. tn in the earliest times.

were accustomed to put in to Port Jackson for a

supply.
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Trade and communication were restricted, not

onWith "he view of enuring the safe keep»K

^f iho convicts, bnt also in tlie commercial mlereatb

i G^° Brirain, and of the East India Company.

BriTi* seamen ^ere forbidden to go on board a

fo«SvS nnder the penalty of a £50 fine, and no

BrS subject was permitted ,o enter -'^ -J^

xr;rfhe':n^r;sf 5£-=k:
Crororme'j:L5;^,W.'Si the east.

-l?4'^fat^c°:^tJS debts were not r^

,. „„ " Tin.l trt be expressed m the ooaj oi iu«-

hng money b^cl «>
^^

^^P
^ ^^^^^^ of this repUa-

noteorbill. Thejn^^^^
^^^bsequeut regulation

SfOThfd^^^^g?

KXrXn.pi^^rnf s;s a--tK^^
JheTSof labour Ind provisions, .t was onlyfittmg

that Ae rate of interest should be determmed. The

Svernor, therefore, prohibited the chargtng or ac
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ceptanco of more than eight per cent, interest on .y

bill, bond, or the like, under a penalty subject t. the

laws against usury. It is almost needless to say

that th , retrulation was without difficulty set at

nought by the usurers.

Tlie settlement possessed a brewery, a pottery, a

tannery, a manufactory for tobacco pipes, and an-

other for coarse cloths and woollens. The last named

was established at Parramatta in order to utilise

the services of the women prisoners, who were also

employed in spinning linen out of the white flax ot

^
O^spke^'he fact that the port of Newcastle was

a dangerous place for vessels to enter, the exporta-

t ion of coal was attempted, and there appears to have

been some trade carried on with BcTigal r this

mineral. Among other exports were Boche-de-n-.-r,

whale oil, whale bono, seal skins, kangaroo skins,

and lastly, what was destined to be the stapie proa-

uet of the colony, wool.

Mativ of the restrictions upon trade were ot a pecu-

liarly harassing and impolitic nature, and wevo cal-

onlated greatly to discourage mercantile speculation.

The isolated condition of the settlement r.;ndcred

colonists peculiarly liable to extortion on the part of

t-adcrs, and to meet this the paternal government

issued a general order fixing the maximum prices

to be paid for all important merchandise-pricea

often too low to afford a fair profit to the trader.

As usual in ^vAi cases, the law did not benefit ti'oso

whom it was intended to serve, for it frecpiently hap-

pened *hat the entire ca-TO of a vessel was secured

bv the officers of the settlement, who for a oonsider-

able period had a r>ort of pre-emptive rigi^t ,n rc-J.-l

to importations, and articles of the first nee.ssij
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were retailed by them to the settlers at greatly en-

hanced prices. Another regulation of a particularly

oppressive character was the prohibition of any

trading vessel from calling at the settlements at

Van Dicmcn's Land for the purpose of disposing of

coods, unless it had previously called at Port Jack-

son These and other abuses were iu some cases

restricted in their operation by Macquarie, and in

others abolished. Soon after his arrival he did

away with the practice of fixing a maximum price tor

grain and butcher's meat, but reverted to it a few

vpTT*s 1 liter t *

The people other than those of the labouring

class were, according to all contemporary history,

in a very flourishing condiJou, but this description

must not be taken too literally, as it was that of men

accustomed to the wretchedness of English and irisli

peasant life, and what would be deemed fairly com-

fortable bv them would nowadays be boked ui>on

as far from tolerable. As regards the ordinary

labourer, his material condition was in eyory respect

^vrelched. He lived usually in a windowless hut,

^vas clothed with canvas, and his food though plenti-

ful, was coarse and savourless. Of opportunities

for amusement, culture, or self-education, he had

none. Books were hardl.r to be obtained; morality

^vas at its lowest ebb; and religion was a matter _ot

authoritative regulation and enforced ceremonial

obedience. . , 101 a
The method of exchange prior to the year 1810

^^as mainlv barter, varied to a slight extent by the

circulation' of foreign silver and of copper com. 1 He

latter possessed twice it.s English value, and a general

order was promulgated ngainst both its import and

TexporL. Later in the history of the clony.
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various expedients were resorted to by tradesmen,

and shopkeepers' notes were circulated for sums

varying from 3d. upwards, payable in Spanish

dollars. The standard currency really consisted of

pavTiiasters' notes on the English Treasury, and

these were negotiable with shippers in exchange for

goods, a fact which assistr 1 materially in the estab-

lishment of a Ixade monopoly by the officers of the

civil and military departments. There were, how-

ever, in circulation all descriptions of coins that a

trader would acquire in his visits to the East Indies

or the Spanish Main, and contemporary advico3

quote the following coins and their cmrent values:

& 8.

Ouines 1
p;

Johanna 4 "

Half-joe 2

Ducat w

Goldmohur 1 H
Pagoda 8

d.

r.

£ 8. d.

Spanish dollar o

Rupee 2

Dutch guilder 2

English shilhng 1

A copper coin of 1 oz.

These currency values were, however, subject to

considerable alteration. Laknirors rarely saw com

of any kind; thoy were paid for their work in goods

at monopoly values, and their remuneration consisted

chiefly of rimi, the price of which was determined

by the importers, who saved thomselvos from com-

petition by a mutual agi^ement, by which they wer;.

bound neither to underbuy nor undersell one an-

other The goods purchased by the officers Irom

spoculativo shippers were paid for in wheat receipts

in pavi lastOTs' notes, and in Spanish dollars. U

was to prevent the depletion of silver currency that

tlie Governor in 1S31 adopted the expedient of strik-

ing the centre out of the dollar and using the

' dump " to denominate a fourth of the value of tl.a

V.
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original coin, which, however, still passed current

asTc^nvenient denomination of the value of 5s

^'?h:^S^e?c^y continued very much in the unsa.

J
factory condition described until the Rowing bus.

ne^of the country allowed of the openmg of a banl.

ThP nroDOsal to establish a local bank haa oeeu

lt£dSt 1812 by I^rd Li-rp^l. jh» «-

formed the GoTernor that »*"«?*'"','"„,;?'

/XoOO would be se.t from I-dta,
^'f'"-^^''^

the colony over its earKncy
>'ff}\"f-

™
Tf

mitlaBce, ho^ovor far *«"". -
f«/^^

8^7^°'
the cenmunity, and the Bank

f \<'",f™
„"

i,,
was opened ^r busine. on the 8,h A rU „. ^1^

Zfe's' "Z'St rasfnX^ated under a re^lar

TJ^„ »nd its affairs were controlled by a president

pal eircnlatins medium of '^V^'""' ' fI'Tj"'i'

h t-urn'sirrron^ritruit::

Hins of ve..c s purchasing provisions ui the colony

drow bills on thesbii>owners; while the commercial

tramadions of the inhabitants were conducted in

cur encW^^^^ copper, tradesmen's dockets and he

notes of the Bank of New South ^^ al<^^ / , ^^^^ ^
?.eculiar fact, characteristic of the P^"od that a

debt of more than £300 was regarded as one of hon-

our in consequence of the abuse of the privilege of

aD^aH^mJio locnl courts to the Kmg-in-rouucil

^WhcuTajor-Geueral Laohlan Macquane entered
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upon the Government of the colony on the 1st

January, 1810, the population numbered 10,454 per-

sons. The settlement surrounding Port Jackson was

bounded on the north, west, and south by the Blue

Mountains, beyond which no ono had then been able

to penetrate, though several attempts to do so had

been made, and it was a general opinion that far-

ther than sixty miles away no land suitable for til-

lage was likely to be found. Along the sea the

colony extended from Port Stephens to Jervis Bay,

a disti^uce of about one hundred and fifty-six miles,

and it was confidently stated that beyond these mlets

settlement could not expand.
_

Macquarie's term of office was, however, bright-

ened by the successful passage of Blaxland, Lawson,

and Wentworth to the plains beyond tlie mountains,

and the subsequent discoveries of new areaa for settlo

ment; which fiualiy dissipated the idea, long en-

tertained, that the iolouy would cease to exist should

the support it received from the British Treasury

be withdrawn.

The island of Tasmania, then known as V an Uie-

men's Land, was a dependency of the mother colony

from its first settlement in 1.^03 until 1825; it was

colonised from Now Soutli Walos and was intended

to serve the purpose of a subsidiary penal settlo-

ment.
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CHAPTER XXXII.

SECOND INDUSTRIAL PERIOD, 1821-1838.

The second period of the industrial history of

Australia comprisesth' seventeen years from 1821 to

1838. The area of settlement was, during the whole

of the period, continually being wuleno-l. in IS^d,

Allan Cunningham found a practicable route through

Pandora's Pass to the rich Liverpool Plains. Bur-

ing the following year Lieutenant -d ill ar formed at

Mouton Bay an establishment which afterwards be-

^^e the c'apit.1 of Queensland. The first grea

journey of exploration by Major Mitchell to the

io^th and north-west of New South Wales was en-

tered upon in 1831. The journey proved rich in

results, and added gi-eatly to th. knowledge of the

Llony's resources. The unlocking of territory ha^l

an emphatic influence on the development of tho

countrv's industries, as settlement followed close on

the heels of the explorers, ^nJ tended to provoke in-

terest in the minds of English speculators a great

deal of whose capital began to seek investment in

station properties.
. , . ^i „„ icqa

South Am.-alia was colonised in the year 1836,

bv immigrants coming direct froni England ;.inde

the auspices of the South Australian Colonisation

Company, and the first permanent sett einent ot Vic-

torkt was made in 1834, the first colomsts coming

Ivo
'
from Tasmania. Neither South Australia nor

Viaoria were subject lo U.c blight of penal colou-
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isatiou, and these colonies, therefore, began their

career under more favourable conditions than did

either New South Wales or Tasmania.

The labour legislation of this period did not do-

part to any appreciable extent from earlier ideas.

Under the provisions of a regulation issued on the

17th July, 1828, servants neglecting or refusing to

work, or absenting themselves from their employ-

ment, could be sent by a magistrate to the common
gaol or the house of correction for a term not ex-

ceeding six or three months respectively, with for-

feiture of all wages due ; and servants spoiling, des-

troying, or losing property were obliged to pay double

the value of the article injured or Inst, under a

penalty of being committed to gaol for a term of

from one to six months. On the other hand, a serv-

ant had remedy against an employer's ill-usage to tho

extent of six months' wages and cancellation of the

agreement of service. Any person who employed a

servant previously retained was liable to a fine of

from £5 to £20, half of which was p^id to the person

aggrieved and half to the Benevolent Society. Sub-

sequent labour legislation was even more repressive

in its character, as will be seen later on.

The ' iparati^e scarcity of free labour and the

high pri. It commanded show forcibly the unprofit-

able nature of bond labour, which, though available

for little above the cost of rations, was for some

considerable time a drug in the market. This ^ya3

especially the ca&e during the period of extensive

immigration, which occurred in the early twenties.

Tho Government, therefore, was hard set to provide

suitable employment for the prisoners left on its

hands, the number of whom was constantly being

w
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augaented by the arrival of trausporte from the

^tiStrGovcrnment to dispose of this la

W

it was decreed that any free settler having an o^er

from tlie English authorities for a grant of land

o,Z ov nledginp himself to employ twenty bond

llt'ottL 'grant "f 2,000 acres. There were

Xd, Instances of settlers obtammg this quantity

of land even without such an order, s;™P^y "P"^.

guaranteeing to relieve the G overnmen o the ex-

Dense of maintaining twenty men; and u. 182b, tue

Tekly sum of 3s. gI, which had been, smce Bece-

ber, 1821, payable to the Government as hire for

an assigned artisan was abolished. Assignment it

will 4?een, was really a d«vi«« /^^P^^ .^^ ^^
Sovernm^nt for the maintenance of the bond popu

lation with as little outlay as possible, and land was

given away, not so much with a v.e^v of oncouragmg

Sttlement, as of inducing holders to relieve the au-

thorities of the c..t of ™-°^-,-"g Prro;idel
whom no profitable employment cou d be prov^'l^'J

r the Government. The continual immigration of

free settlers, most of whom obtained grants of laud

with the right of receiving an assignment of men

; oportfona^ to their grant, rapidly u^d up the^
ply of assignable persons; the Government farms

S.hich had been established for the P^rpose^f keeping

the convicts at work, were abandoned and the petial

Sttlements were broken up and their occupants dis-

tributed among those who wanted labour, until in

Governor Darling's time (1825-1831) the opposi e

condition was reached, and it was found impossible

to satisfy the demand for assigned servants, and what

had never before happened, the colony was ef with-

out any reserve of libour which could be called upon
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in an emergency, so that in harvest and shearing

times there was occasionally a great scarcity of men.
It was this need of hands on emergent occasions that

gave rise to the scheme of assisted immigration, which
began to take effect in 1832.

The whole of the social, economic, and political

literature of this periodwas constantly insisting upon
the growinjij disproportion between the proprietary

class in the colony, particularly capitalists who had
invested in pastoral pursuits, and the labouring class

;

and induoements of every description were held out

to the agricultural peasantry of the United King-

dom to emigrate to the southern promised land.

The desire for cheap labour was not the only in-

fluence at work in the promotion of emigration;

there w^as also an earnest wish on the part of some
to secure population of desirable types in order to

develop tJie resources of the country, and on the part

of others to afford relief to the distressed peasantry of

the United Kingdom.
The introduction of a system of assisted immigra-

tion marked a change i;i the ideas of the governing

powers since the departure of Governor Macquarie.

Under his regime, not only was no encouragement

offered to intended emigrants from England, but

they were positively discouraged. This change of

policy was duo to the effect that the opening up of

new territory had on men's minds. So long as the

colony was shut in by the barrier of the Blue Moun-
tains, so long was it jv^i^siblc to keep it mainly a penal

settlement; but with the discovery of the western

plains, all hope of doing this completely vanished.

As the expense of a j^assage from England or Ireland

rendered it difficult for mechanics to make their way
to the colony, the practice of t-'^yiEtg ^ bounty for

i
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' Ir^avA Wu larco. The boimt.v was probably
seom to have beeu larfci.

„i.,„,,i;. in 'he coionv

of most advantage to person alrci.lj in ne

tun .loslretl to bring out tlicir women folk ami urn

J en Sere was, however, as already ™-t-ned a

?ar influx of non-bounty imnugran^; b"t it «
not

ikely that these included many mcchan.cs or labour

ers They were principally enterprising men of

!man means, and professional men anxious to pra<r-

;™:LThe colony, Jr, failing that, to turn their hand

to trade or squatting. , ^ ^

Lord Goderich, Secretary of State for tlieCo^^

nies being impressed about this time, 1831, with^tl.

«eat disproportion existing betw«.n the 3exe« /nd

Sous li remedying this state oi ^^^-fhy^\^^,
troduction of a number of

"^^^^^^-^//nirtH^
grants, -commended

;^^^X"sr:^Vrov.an^^^ ^
TiZlZ"^^' :rn:e::Sht be mad. by way

of loan, to assist in paying for the passage of des r-

able pe sons. From this time forward it became cu.-

foXS regard the revenue
f-'-^/'-r.^'^^^t"

crowi lands as forming not a part of tje ^nco^^

Sant herself. In the case of the funds proving de-

fcient a preference was to be given to females immi-

tS-v^th their families over such as were unat-

Ca It was subsequently decided tha^^ a Wo^
number of mechanics should also be a=sistea wiui
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advnncea to onahlo them to ci i^rratc; anil a>fri

tural labouror.s were aftcrvvai'ls im'uded among "' ao

to whom it was considen'd athisablo to adv. »>

money by way of loan as an instalment >t the pas-

sage money to till ( >lonY. The system, however,

underwent many chanj,'e.'< from time to t: ne, afford-

inp to the amoimt of the land fun.', fb. need for

lalMHir, atid the enterprise of private 8ci(lor-<, and ulti-

mately was developecl on quii'' diflferent linen; but

Jiroughout tlieso changes tli< j)rineiple of introduc-

ing nirnl iMbourers and their families, single women,

and skilled artisans was steadt; kept in view.

Under the regulations by whieh prisoners were as-

signed employers were forbidden to give their serv-

ants regular wages, but it is well known that there

were employers of assigned li; jourers who paid them

wages, and that printers roceivcd as much as a guinea

and even more per week on account of their masters

being under the impression that night work could

rot otherwise be enforced. Butchers, blacksmiths

and others received .5s. per week, besides food and

clothing; the jjrinters, however, maintained them-

selves. The wages paid to free labour in the first

years of Brisbane's administration was, for artisans

and mechanics, from f)8. to 73. per day without ra-

tions; and for agricultural labourers in 1828, from

£20 to £3C p-.' annum with rations, and in some

cases even x50. In the tovcns especially, artisans,

such as carpenters, could at this time earn SOs. per

week; but wheelwrights and blacksmiths received

about 3Gs. per week, and unskilled labourers from 3s.

to 5s. per day. Compositors could obtain from 353.

to 50s. a week ; but clerks and professional men had

few opportunities to obtain emplojTnent.

la 1S30, the services of artisans of various classes
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appear to have been greatly wanted and for some

Xs aftenvards every description of labonr was in

brisk demand, although the remuneration of skilled

mechanics remained unaltered The q^^t^^ion oj

daily rates, however, is apt to be misleading, as few

Sanies 'secured, even if they sought it, employ-

ment during the whole year. It is probable that

^mmon labourers did not earn more than from 4s^

to 5s per week with rations and lodgings, and me-

chanks^of the highest qualifications did not average

more than £2 per week the year round.

The wages of a shepherd appear to have been from

£20 to £30 per annum, and of a shepherd's watch-

man, £20 pe? annum A ploughman's remuneration

for six months' work was quoted m 1835 at £^
.

The Select Committee of the Ugi. ativo Council,

ihich sat in 1835, reported, after taking much evi-

dence, that good mechanics could earn from 30s. to

403 per week, and farm labourers from Ts. 6d. to

tos" per week with rations. One of the witnesses

examined by the Committee stated that he paid ship-

wrichts, coopers, and blacksmiths from 7s. to H..

Tni sa Imakeis Os. a day, adding, " We consider

te wages too high, but find it impracticable to

reduce t^m, as rather than take loss the men will

I^ out TZW; and thoy can afford to do so, because

5?. wages of three or four days will suffice to main-

tain them for a week." Another witness said ho

pTd miTlwTights, blacksmitlis, and engme-drivers

5'
p?r week' and that a goo.l carpenter could earn

£3 3s., and a stoneman from £3 to £4 per ^eek

All the witnesses were agreed as (o the difficulty of

hiducing labourers to move into the country districts

"a Sculty that told so -y-^ly
^g-^f^g^^S

cultural and pastoral industries that in 1838 another

i 1
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Select Committee was appointed to consider the ques-

tions of labour and immigration.

In contemporary evidence, however, the allusions

to the difficulty of obtaining good men and to the high

wages enjoyed by mechanics should be accepted with

some caution, iu a population numbering not much

over one hundred thousand, the demand for good men

must have been limited, while the presence of bond

labour and the necessity of finding employment for

it may be expected to have inteiferod very s( riously

with the regularity of the work to be obtained by free

men. There was probably in the country districts a

demand for skilled labourers in excess of the supply

;

but the wages such men covdd earn did not offer an

inducement at all commensurate with the discomforts

and dangers which they expected to encounter.

Prior to the year 1827, tea and sugar \yerc

almost invariably included as part of the rations

issued tr. servants; but owini^ to the straitened cir-

cumstances of the settlers, the result of unfavourable

seasons, and a fall in the price of live stock, the placo

of these was taken by milk. The weekly ration, as

fixed by Government, was as follows:—12 lbs. wheat

or 9 lbs. seconds flour, or in lieu thereof, at the dis-

cretion of the master, 3i lbs. maize meal an<1 lbs.

wheat or 7 lbs. seconds flour; 7 lbs. beef or mutton, or

4i lbs. salt pork ; 2 oz. salt, and 2 oz. soap. Any arti-

cles beyond these which the master might supply were

considered as indulgences, which he was at liberty to

discontinue whenever he might think proper. Iu

1828 the crop of the colony was found insufficient

for its needs. Grain had consequently to be im-

ported, and a scarcity of breadstuffs was approhtuticd.

The Governor, therefore, published a geneial order,

in vtliich the rations issued to labuuri.rs iu the publia

f I



J

I

:

S'l .,

\f f

t

332 raOGRESR OF AUSTRALASIA.

service were reduced to 7 lbs. uf bread ;
and all per-

sons and settlers having in their employ assigned

servants were earnestly recommended to adopt a

similar scale, and to make up for the reduction by

increasing the ration of meat.

The prices of provisions fluctuated corusiderably,

and especially was this the case in reference to .''uch

as had to be imported. Locally produced provisions

of all kinds were, however, generally plentiful at

moderate prices, the ruling rates in 1823-24 being

as follows :

—

8. d. a. d.

Butter, per pound 2 3 to 2 10

Cheese, per pound \ « *„ n q
Fresh j'ork, per pound « 6 to 8

Fresh beef, per pound ^ to ) »

Mutton, iier pound •' to 8

Bread, per pound ]>
•'

Fowls, per pair
-J %

"Wheat, per bushel ° "

Maize, per bushel ^ "

Barley, per bushel ^ "

PoUtoes, per cwt ° "

Eggs, per dozen '^ '"

In New Soutli Wales the great drought, whicli l)Ogan

in 18i,i'. sent corn up to a very high figure, and

forced settlers to dispose of their live jtotk in order

to buv grain for the support of their households and

establishments. All provisions, with the exception

of moat, which became very cheap indeed, rose in

price, and the cri.sis was accentuat«^d by the collapse

of the .sheep and cattle speculation inaugurated a

few vears previously, about the time of the formation

of the Au.'traliaii Agricultural C'onipany. The

price of wheat from month to month ranged from 7s.

(g*.TATi shillings) to Us. 9d. (fourteen shiUin-rs and

ume pence) per bushel; of maize from 7s. (acvca

I
1'^
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sliillings) to 10.*. Od. (ten shillinffs and six pence)

per bushel; of barley from 4s. (four shillings) to

'.»s. 6d. (nine and .'^ix pence) per bushel; of hay from

£10 to £17 per ton; and of straw, from 20s. (twenty

shillings) to 358. (thirty-five shillings) per ton.

The drought ai)poar8 to have been almost general,

and in the words of a writer of the time, it had
'• bla.sted the whole country," while the fuUire pros-

pect of .subsistence diet was coniined to a little water

and an abundant sn])ply of nuai, wliich was being

retailed at li|d. ^one penny three furt]uni;s) a pound.

Fortunately for the colonists on the mainland, the

proximity "of Van Diemen's Land, where an excep-

tionally -ood crop had just been gathered in, pre-

vented many of the dire etlects that must have

followed in the wake of long-continued famine prices

for grain. Pork was quoted at Sd. (eight pence)

per lb., and all vegetables were advanced to twice

their ordinary price, wliile they had deteriorated by

half their usual quality.

The Governor, true to the traditions of his office,

sought to meet the rigours of a sea.sou of drought by

a general order, dated the 30th Septend)er, 1S28, in

which, witii tlie view of enabling the bakers the better

to meet the demands of the public, and of keeping

down the price of bread as far as the means of the

Government would permit, he signitied his intention,

until the ensuing crop should be available, of put-

ting up to auction sale a portion of the wlieat iu the

j)ublic stores on each successive market day, in lots of

twenty-four Itushels each, for the accommodation of

the small dealeis. These sales were to be conducted

for ready money, ami the profit, if any. after defray-

ing the cost of the wheat and the charges incurred by

the Goverumtut in procuring it, was, to be appropri-

( i
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ated to a fund for the supply to poor settlers of s<^od-

maize. Fat cattle at this time were quoted at £3 per

head, wethers and male lambs at 15s. (fifteen shl^

linjrs) each, female lambs at £2, and ewes at £" and

£3. During 1834. wheat fell as low as 3s. l.threo

shillings) per bushel, and rose in the latter part of

the year as high as 14s. (fourteen shillmgs). Price.-:

were, however, subject to much fluctual.on, par-

ticularly those for articles which were not produced

in the countrv. The long delay of a ship ^rom China

with tea, or 'from the Mauritius with sugar, some-

times produced a rise of 100 to 200 per cent, in the

price of these articles, to be followed on the arrival

of the vessels by a relapse to ordinary rates. In 'Ih.iw

bread was sold at Td. (seven pence) to 8d (eight

pence) per 2-lb. loal. and flour at 14s. (fourteen

shillings) to 15s. (fifteen shillings) per 100 lbs. In

1835 beef was 2d. (two pence) per lb., >ugar;-.,'i.

(two pence half-pennv) and tea 2s. (two slnlhng«)

per lb. In times of Hood or drought, flour has lieen

known to rise from £15 to £50 per ton; and wheatto

20s. (twenty shillings) per bnshol. In 1S34 the price

of flour was 33a. per 100 lbs., and the reputed 2-lb.

loaf sold at 8d. ; maize was 3s. Gd. per bushel
;
beef,

by the quarter, Ud. per lb.; mutton by the carcase,

2|d. per lb.; pork and veal, 3 id.; salt beef, 2td.;

bacon, l3. 2d.
;
potatoes, from 10s. to 12s. pef

cwt-j

tobacco, Gd. per lb.: mould candles, 8d. ;
dips,

5d. ; soap, 4d. ; salt pork, 5d. ; fresh butter. Is. lOd.

;

salt butter, Is. 4d, , cheese, 6d. ; the 4-lb. loaf. Is. 2d.

;

fowls, 2a. per pair; ducks, 3s. 6d. per pair; geese

and t.urkevs, 4s. each; and o.itrs, Is. 3d. per dozen.

Ration bread was frequently mado from the meal

of barley, rye, oats, buck-wheat, Indian-corn, peas,

leans, rice, and potatoes; and the different classca
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of bread were distinguished as " Standard Whcatefl

Bread," " Household," ami " Mixed."

Rentals in those days were high. In 1834: houses

in Sydney, built on leases of ten years, and the whole

expense of erecting which, including the lease-rent,

did not exceed £200 each, were taken as soon as they

were completed at a weekly rental of 253. (twenty-

five shillings). In 1835 the rent of a house of two

rooms in Sydney was from 5s. (five shillings) to lOs.

(ten shillings) per week, and a cottage of two or

three rooms commanded 14s. (fourteen shillings)

per week rental. Few houses were supplied with

water, so that an additional outlay was involved to

meet this necessity; yet. single men could obtain

board and lodging for 10s. Cd. (ten shillings and

six pence) per week, though the amount generally

varied between 12s. (twelve shillings) and l-ls.

(fourteen shillings^ if washing were included.

Boots, shoes coats, hats, and other articles of cloth-

ing appear to have been exceedingly dear.

The principal articles of manufacture were coarse

woollen cloths, cabbage-tree hats, salt, candles,

leather, boots, and drain-pipes and other earthen-

The export of wool rose very rapidly; in 1S22, it

was 172,880 lbs.; in 1825, it was 411,000 lbs.; and

in 1829, it was 1.005.333 Ib^.

The stirplus produce of the coal mines at New-

castle, after the wants of the Government establish-

ments had boon supplied, wore authorised by a Gov-

ernment order, .lated the 9th May, 1822, to bo sold

at the pit?, to those wi-hing to purchase, at a fixed

rate of lo's. 6d. (ten shillings six penc^-) per ton,

and the proceeds of such sales were collected at the

CuoLomS; as the cargoes came to bo discharged m

h
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Syiiucy. From the couiineuccment of the .-s-^ar 1829

the revoiuie from these sales was directed to be paid

over to the Coumiibsariat Department as a contribu-

tion towards the maintenance of the bond population.

The annual production of coal was usually about

4,000 tons.

During this period repeated efforts were made to

improve the condition of the c\irrency and reduce it

to a fixed standard of sterling value and denomina-

tinii. Tp to 1.S20 the circulating mediuni was

mainly S()aiiisli dollars and notes of the Bank of

Xew South Wales expressed in Spanish dollars.

A Government order, dated the 5th rebruary, 1823,

directed that the public accounts sliould be kept in

dollars and cents, and this order remained in force

up M the end of the year 182G. It continued, how-

ever, to be the almost universal practice in the colony

U) cxiJress all rates and sums, in the first instance,

under British denominations, thereby rendering it

necessary, before any sum could be brougis' to ac-

count as' prescribed in the general order, to calculate

the amount In dollars, and the inconvenience ^f the

operation was further increased by the variation in

the noniir.al value nf the dollar. In ordinary busi-

ness transactions this coin was rated at 5s.; in pay-

ment of the salaries of civil otlicers, at 4s. 4d.
;

in

the isfue of pay to the military, at 4s. 8d. ; and in tho

collect ion of coloui.al dues, at tho highest rate for

which '-.. was received by tlie latest public tenders

made to the Commissariat. It is readily conceiv-

able that so anomalous a system must have been at-

t^ended with great inconvenience. It was deternuned.

tlu rcfore, by the Lords Connnissiouers of the King's

Tri'.isury to introduce into several colonies a unifonn

currcucy of sterling dcuominaliun, and in further-
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ance of such determination British silver and copper

money was sent to tlie Commissariat Department,

in the year 1H2G, to the amount of £50,200; in the

following year to the amount of £13,210; and in

1829 to the amount of £20,000; giving for the years

mentioned a total sum of £83,410. These remit-

tances, with tbe sum- introduced hy private in-

dividuals, Avhich wore estimated at from £40,000

to £50,000, furnished the settlement with a circulat-

ing medium of British coin amounting to £130,000.

Nevertheless, up to the year 1S29 transactions

between individuals continued to be regulated partly

in British c inage or in Spanish dollars at the de-

clared sterling value of 4a. 4d., and partly mth

reference to the former rates of the dollar, viz.,

53. ; or, to employ the common appellation hy wliieh

these two standards were distinguished, partly in

"sterling" and partly in "currency." The trades-

man's notes of this period were almost invariably

expressed in "currency" denomination.

In connection with the question of the country's

curren'cy it is interesting to note a general order

Jated the 22nd Septimber, 1S2«, in which the Gov-

ernor announced his willingness to receive the ring

dollars and dumps issued undor the proclamation of

]\[acquarie in 1813, and to grant for them hlHs at

tiie same rate as for Britisli coin on the Tx)rds Com-

missioners of the King's Treasury, or to civ.' in ex-

change for them British coin to the value of 3?. 3d.

sterling for the ring and Is. Id. for the dump; but

in a general order issued in l^^SO. sterlin- value of

" curreni'V " issued to troops was affixed to the

French n-franc piece, tho 2 franc piece, and the

franc; to the Sicilian dollar, or scud., tlie pi<'ce-of-

forty and the piecic-of-tw euty ; to the Spanish dolkr;

( I

--fr>
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to the United States dollar; and to the Calcutta,

Bombay, and Surat rupee. Indeed the elimination

of fore'ign currency seems to have been u very slow

process.

The period under notice was marked by consider-

able mercantile and speculative activity. In 182G

the Bank of Australia was instituted, and in 1832

the Savings Bank was established by the Governor,

the latter institution allowing interest on deposits at

the rate of 5 per cent, per annum, with a division

among the depositors of the surplus intereft at the

end of each vear. The same epoch is famous also

for the estabfishment of the Australian Asnculturai

Company, whose immediate influcnoe upon the

development of the country was not altogether of a

favourable nature. The Australian .Marine Insur-

ance Conijmn^ was established in 1831.

Up to the' fine of the advent of Sir Richard

Bourke I lie Governors had been empowered to make

grants of Crown lands to private individuals, and

charges were frequently insinuated of undue favour-

itism, to call it by no harsher word, and a retiring

Governor was severely reprimanded for n.aking a

grant to his successor," who, on assuming the govern-

ment, made a similar grant to \x\: predecessor. But

in 1831 ordrrs from the C .lo- inl Office directed

the introduction of a new system with regard to tiie

disposal of the colony's Crowni lands. All free

grants were to Ije confined to such as v.ito luado to

schools, cluirchf.s and other public institutions an<i

the only other method of alienation rermitted was

to be by sale at public auction, under a form of

restricted competition. I'rior to the lunitation of

thp qy«rem of malnng grants of la-id. immigrant-

%vere'eutitlcd to r ccive froi . iho Governor one square
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mile 'ji f -itorv for every £500 of capital im-
medlzi:<:;- a' ;- 'aole for its cultivation, to tlie ex-

tent of ii>u • squa:'. miles or 2,560 acres^—the limit

witJiia \i,u "hr Gcvornor was authorised to make
gran ' - iuaividual. Persons possessed of a

capital !!j' .^.",51 £250, clear of all expenses of reach-

ing the colony, were for a lor.j;^ time not considered

as eligible to receive grants of land ; but a subsequent

regulation extended the privilege to them, as well

as to natives of the colony who were of good char-

acter, the grant in such cases comprising from 50

to 100 acres in any of the districts nhich had been

set apart for the settlement of small farmers. The
condition of tenure was actual residence upon the

land granted. The regulations under which the

grants were made were quashed by Viscount Code-

rich, aftcn^'ards Lord Ripon, who set upon all

alicjiated land in the colony a minimum price of

5s. (five shillings) per acre. With the institution

of this agrarian law, the industrial histors' of the

pottleinents in Australasia entered upon a new jihase

of developmout.
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CHAPTER XX XIII.

THinn INUl'STEIAL PEBIOD, 1838-1852.

The ibird F^-iod in the industrial history of

Australia may be said to have opened under favour-

able auspices. Immigration was encouraged by

votes of public money, and as a consequence tl.e

population within five years increased by nearly

bO per cent., or at a rate of more than 15,000 a year.

Settlement in the southern portions was gradually

spreaditff, the discoveries made by hir ihomas

Mitchell and others having thrown open to occupa-

tion large areas of country, which gave to trade ol

all kinds a powerful impetus—an impetus which was

accelerated by the amendment of the land laws At

the beginning of the period all available Cro^vn lands

cmld b<> rented imd.r lease for the term of one year

The lease was put up to public auction at a rental ot

twenty shillings for each section of one square mile.

In the event of the land being sold the lessee was

required to surrender it on one m.-nth s notice. Un-

der the Gwernment orders of 1S31, all lands for

sale wore offered at auction and the minimum pru-o

was fixed at five shillings per acre, and this nnui-

mum was maintained until 1839, when the upset

price was raised to twelve shillings per acre and the

practice introduced of varying this minimum ac-

cording to the presumed value of the land. The

minimum prie*; was again raised in 1812 to tweuiy

bhillings per acre.
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This raising of the iniiiiinuin price of (.'rowu

lands immediately operated as a elieck u{x>n the

land sales, the revenue derived from this source

rapidly dwindling away to almost nothing. In 1S39

the saio of '^'rown lands realized £152,1)02; in 1840,

£310,li2(i; in 1841 £'J0,3S7 ; in 1842, £14,574; in

1843, £11,297; a..d in 1844, £7,402. It was an

undcrstiKxl tiling that the money received from the

sale of the Crown lands was to Ix' devoted exclusively

to the promotion of immigration and the replenish-

ment of the colony's lal)our supply, without which

cultivation could not bo extended in an eijual ratio

with the ao(piisitiou of estates by cai>italist3 and set-

tlers; but when the land fund was exlinusted there

was necessarily an end to bounty-fed imniigratioii,

and Sir George Gipps, in his anxiety to raise money
for the purpose, embroiled himself with the squat-

ters by imposing upon them spi«cial agrarian legis-

lation, which they considered particularly grievous

and unjust. The previous Governor, Sir Kichard

Bourke, had treated the natural pasturage situ-

ated outside the " boundaries of location " as com-

monage, equally available to all desirous of mak-
ing use of it for depasturing their flocks and

herds, provided that it was not wanted by perma-

nent settlers, and therefore ho demaiide I from

squatters making use of it, only a yearly licenso

fee of £10, to which was subsequently added, at

the instance of these pastoral licensees, a small fee

for every head of live stock depastured, in order to

provide for the establishment and support of a

bonier police for service in the squatting districts.

Under the Gijips regime, as the revenue from the sale

of land had failed, it was thought that the squatters

could be conii>elled to contribute to it by purchasing
X
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land at a minimum price, and^J-
Ĵ^^^^^^^^^

for immigration purposes ^^^^ ™|X%!uattera,
by a counter effort on the part of the squatterg

^ho laboured, and that s^^^^^^^^^^^^' ^V^.^'f
Te'^lar leases' of

^^^^ X'^^TJ" of tSesfs

rrslre^STreeAtpairi and agricuV

Tural industries, which took years of agitation and

much legislation to allay.
oottlpr^

The practice ox assigning prisoners to settlers

the By«em ^vas dated 2«A M»y,
183J

.»d the .y
^

'ZS^ "r?l-uSe./.!:;U io,e.atWe

1 • I tl,i, -neriod The measures provided that

Sr -Sac.,,,e,-s, journeymen, .erWn
rpl,eni;jAonre«and^herse..a^^^^^^

bt;:t:n\rs:;d:.ree=c/-t
Si^n'^S without bail or n,ainpr,.e, for any

feiS^i^i; r
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time not exceeding three calendar months, unless
the amount in which he was mulct was sooner

paid. Masters against whom judgment had been
giv{ for recovery of wages could, upon non-pay-
ment, be moved against by distress and sale, and for

want of sufficient distress could be sent to gaol for

a term not exceeding three calendar months if the

claim was not sooner satisfied. Servants obtaining

advances and afterwards absconding or refusing
to perform the work for which they had been en-

gaged, could also be sent to gaol for a term not ex-

ceeding three calendar months, or to the house of

correction, with hard labour, for the same terra.

Persons engaging servants whose engagements with
other persons had not expired were fined not more
than £20, nor less than £5 ; and the servant who could

be proved to have spoiled, destroyed, or lost property
was adjudged to pay double the value of such prop-

erty, and also, if a male, committed to gnol for a torm
not exceeding three calendar months. Female of-

fenders wert exempt from bo'ng sent to gaol under
the provisions of the Act. Such were the restraints

imposed upon both masters and workmen, and such
the restrictive legislation, enforced with fines and
imprisonment wnth hard labour, which the wisdom
of our forefathers evolved to stimulate the industries

of the young colony, and to ensure its development.

When the state was compelled, by reason of lack

of money, to leave the settlers to their own efforts

in regard to procuring labour, various schemes were
propounded by which a continuous and cheap supply
might be obtained. The cmplo,\Tnent of coloured

labour from the Western Pacifio islands was at

first greatly in favour, and several shipments of

natives from Tanna and the New Hebrides were in-

I I
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troduced; but the experiment proved a failure aa

the isWers would not apply themselves to t^

work of shepherding at whi-.h they were set. M'>r^

ler the loTal legislature interfered, and mterdicted

by ;nac!n.ents what it regarded in the ^^S^t^ ^^ -
attempt to establish a new slave trade The at-

Jntion of the colonists was then directed to the

possibility of procuring labour trom t^e East IndieB

or from China, but immigration from such sources

:4s deemed inadvisable or unattainable An agxta

tion on the part of employers anxious to engage

cheap labour from India was begun only to
1^_

quenched shortly afterwards by a wa.c -^^^^^^'

Ltation on the part of the free h
1>«"^"\«V;^

Sony The largest public meeting ever held m
rSlia up to that time was held to protest against

fhett education of Hill coolies. In the city of Syd^

ney, more than 4,500 signature, ^vere ob aine,! to a

peation on this subject for P^^^^^tion to the

Oueen- and Lord Stanley, Secretary of bt^ate tor

SeToiomes, expressed, uv ler date the 29th Septem-

ber 1843, h s disapproval .£ the project and refund

to it the sanction of the Imperial Government.

The Committee on Immigration, in its report to

Sir George Gipps, stated that in consequence of the

^Jcatdefrth of labour, particularly of pastora

Eur the flock-masters had been dri^;en to exhaus

every expedient to increase the service derivable from

the number of men then employed. Three or four

timeTthe ordinary and proper tale of sheep had, it

^s reported, been placed under the charge of each

TndivTd'^l shepherd! and many squatters had been

forced to abandon the rearing of lamb., ui consc

nuance of being unable to provide for the care of

^u^ntnted flocks. The demand for labour of a
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pastoral character appears to have been continuous;

and fresh employers were ever arriving and adding

their demands for labour io those of the existing

settlers.

In Sydney and other towns it was cx'stomary to

hire workmen on wages only, lodgings and rations

being their own concern; but in the country, not

only shepherds and pastoral workers generally, but

blacksmiths and wheelwrights and other artisans

were lodged and rationed according to a regular

scale. At the beginning of the period, carpenters,

smiths, masons, shipwrights, wheelwrights, cabinet-

makers, plumbers and glaziers, harness-makers and

shoemakers could earn 5 to 8 shillings per day;

working overseers, gardeners, and wool-sorters vary-

ing rates from £30 to £70 per annum, together with

lodging and rations; ploughmen, stockmen, shop-

herds, and brickmakcrs, from £15 to £25 with lodg-

ing ind rations, the rates vl wages being regulated

according to the capabilities of the workmen.

In 1839 there was a great increase in wag^^s,

an ordinary mechanic being able to earn from eight

to twelve shillings per day, and a farm labourer from

£20 to £30, with, of course, a hut to live in and his

rations; but so far as artisans' wages were concerned

their increase was coincident with a rise in the price

of provisions. In the year 1840, contemporary

opinion pronounces wages as being very high; shep-

herds, for instance, receiving from £30 *^o £40

a yea" and rations; labourers in Sydney, sometimes

as much as seven to eight shillings per day; and fe-

male domestic servarts £^^0 a year, with board and

lodging. These wjw considered advances on the

wages of the old assignment t:.Ties, when free labour

was thought to be amply remunerated at £14 to £16
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per year and rations. Wage- f^l\
l^^/^^VnlliT-

rcScs could be hired at .evou^^^l,
r^rj;;:?aSresStt'£i2. m 1843 ^.

^fgefy ttltron servants, ^l-pl-^^^^^^^f^C
and others declined to £18 per annum and even ess^

Sheep-shearing was paid for at the rate ox fi teea

ehilli^ngs per 100, and
^^^^^^^^f, ^ tre

ttZt ri2 p'erannum, and comprised ilonr, meat,

'"ir'sS'and 1839 the crops failed, and 1. 1840

they partially failed; and during these tiree years

ako, the price of wool declined.from two «f-g
to one shilling per lb. For provisions in 1838, quo-

tations were as follows: , ^,
Potatoes from 7s. to 15s. per cwt.;

^lf\^'^^
r.. 9 }h loaf • beef and mutton, from -Id. to oa.

Z a-'^bferfrom 2.1. U. 4a. ccb; flour, be.t,

17s ner cwt., and seconds, 13s. per cwt.
, ^ ,

Tlfe year 1839 was, however, one of drougl-t and

scarcity^; and prices 'rapidly rose to the position

already indicated.
^^^

Flour ranged from £50 to £80 per loi
,

from £8 to £10 per head; and ^^eop fn)in 30. to £.

per head. Clean wheat was quoted at £1, ^s-J^a.

IZ iushel; hay at £18 per ton; - ^^^
Jb loaf

3s. 6d. per lb. Bread was sold at -
d.

P<J
^-^^

J°^^
with a Subsequent rise to 8d. ;

potatoes ^^^^^'^
2M. per lb.; meat frcm 3d. to 5d. per lb.; and the

prices of other articles in common use were pro-

portionate. Sydney, in the vicinity of -^ich w^re

the principal settlements, was at this lune S- aUj ^^

pendent upon Van Diomen's Land for supphes o.

wheat and flour. Much of the grain-growmg land m
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New South Wales, especially that adjacent to Sydney,

had gone out of cultivation through exhaustion, and

the increased interest taken in the raising of stock

superseded agriculture to a consideri'-'e ex. it, ^nd

a period of scarcity at once tb .-cw tl rent colony

on the grain resources of the island.

At the beginning of .ho year 1810 the price of

flour in Sydney ranged frraa £30 ti £4:1 per ton,

and wheat was selling at 12 shillings to 13 shillings

per bushel; but as the year advanced wheat went

steadily up in price, and the 4-lb. loaf was one shil-

ling and six pence (Is. 6d.). Quotations for butch-

er's meat in the carcase were as follows:—Beef,

7d. per lb.; mutton, iUd.; and pork, lOd. In the

month of August flour at Sydney mills ranged from

£30 to £31 per ton for seconds.

There was a general decline in the prices of pro-

visions in 1842, when beef in the towns ranged

from 2.U1. to 4d. per lb., and mutton iixn:' 2d. to 3(1.

The pr'ico of Hour du Ing the same period ranged

from £14: to £24 per ton. In 1843 meat was sold at

Id. per lb., and tea at Is. 8d. per lb. At the end of

the vear wheat was selling in Sydnev at 4s. Gd. pei

bushel, while the prices in the other Australian

cities .vcre as f.^llows:- Hobart, 3s. 9d. ;
Melbourne,

3s. Gd ; and Adelaide, is. 6d. per bushel.

iTouse-rent and lodgings were very high-prictd

in Svdney, although in the country districts tncy

Tvere^easonably cheap. A house suitable for the

residence of a mechanic and his family cost from los.

to 18s. per week. From the census of 1841 it would

appear that the demand for residential accommoda-

tion so considerably exceeded the supply, that people

were compelled to take up their quarters in habita-

tions still in the hands of Uie builder, no less than
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809 Mich dwellings being occupied prior to their

completion. In the country districts a hut suitable

for the residence of au agricultural labourer cost

to erect about £10; but it was, of course, a very

inferior description of building.

Notwithstanding the salubrity of the climate, and

the reiteration of different writers as to the small

amount of clothing necessary to be wo™ in ew

South Wales as compared with the United Ivi

labourers, and particularly agricultural If

required a quantity of strong clotbing, ap:

pether from any question of climate; and
_

the year 1840, when wages were regarded as being

particularly high, was fairly expensive. I^ IS*-'

Ihen wan-OS had fallen considerably the cost of

clothing still remained sufficiently high to constuuto

a serious drain on the earnings of a man in receipt

of
g"

"o 7s. per dav, or from £19 to £20 per year

with rations. xWording to a list of prices, bearing

date 30th June, 1842, the following quotations reprc-

fiont the cost of the most necessary articles of clotu

iug, and of some other goods, on that date:—

MEN'S CLOTHlNa.
£ s d.

V. ... 3 3
Coloure . shirts, each

^^
^o q

Flush trousers, per pair...
j,

^o o
Moleskin trousers, per pair

^ ^^ ^
Moleskin jackets, each ^ r, q
Str.iw hats, each

^ jq q
Boots, per pair q j p.

Socks, per pair q 4 q
Vests, each. •

^ jq
Shepherd's coats, each ^ ^ q
Handkerchiefs, each

WOMEN'S CLOTUINQ.

, .... 5
Chemises, each

q jq q
Petticoats, each

' i)
•J;! : !

4 7
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Gowns (print), each ^ ^^ ^
Bonnets and capa (print), each " " »

Shawls, each "
'fy a

Aprons, each " ~ .

Stockings, per pair " ~ "

Shoes, per pair "
|.

°

Stays, per pair V k
Merino dresseS; each '^ " "

OTHER GOODS.
£ s. d.

Blankets, per pair ^ ^'j

^
Ru-s,oach.....

'I Q
Mattresses, each " *- "

Clotliing was, however, the only thing which tho

yearly servant was obliged to purchase, abundance oi

the common necessaries of life, such as meat, tea,

and sugar, together with a hut to live in, being pro-

vided by the employer. From £7 to £10 i^er year

might be allowed for the purchases of such rough

clothing as was necessary for bush wear; hence

although the cost of living had increased consider-

ably, the idtimato wages that remained to the

labourer wore higher during this period than at any

time since the foundation of the colony. These

rates were not, however, long maintained. The oi)en-

ing years of the period were marked by the floating

of assurance, auction, steam navigation, and other

joint stock companies, and l)y general speculative

activity. Capital for investment on behaif of Eng-

lish companies and on private account was abundant.

The cessation of transportation, however, though it

ultimately proved advantageous to the community,

had an immediate result in stopping the expenditure

in the colony of large sums rom the British Ex-

chequer, and the eflFects of tins cessation of expen-

diture became visible almost simultaneously with a

reaction after the inflation of 1839 and the followits



'\J 'o..

350 PROaRESS OF AUSTRALASIA.

^\ l^lli

I, Jit

i f

vear. Prices fell, property became depreciated in

ialue, and ruin impended. The action of the Gov-

ernment helped to bring mutters to a crisis. Iho

proceeds of tlie land sales, amounting at one time to

fully £;3r.0,00U, were lodged in the banks, and tho

highest rates of interest were exacted; hence tho

banks were obliged to re-issue in discoiuts the pro-

ceeds of these identical sales, the "igmal Purchase

mo ey for which was represented .
paper. When

the bounty system of immigration was at its

height, the Government drew out their deposits

almost as rapidly as they had lodged them, llus

action obliged tho banks suddenly to restrict their

di , :nts. and pave the initial downward impulse to

the r-oney market. .

It was the fashion of tho time to attribute all tho

reverses suffered by the colony to the cessation ot

the system of assignment of bond labour; but thiss

was obviously not the case, although it cannot l-e

denied that the condition of affairs was temporarily

luade more acute by the policy of Government. Ke-

pudiation was the order of the day, and hundrec.s

availed themselves oi tho insolvency law, which came

into operation on the 1st February, 18-13, and which

was designated bv the satirists of the time as

" Burton's Purge," in allusion to the author of the

legislation. A list of the insolvents in Sydney and

its neighbourhood, from the last mentioned date to

tho 4th August of the same year, a period of six

months, included the names of 392 persons and firas.

Tho liabilities of some of the estates were, consider-

in"- the times, enormous, ranging from five to ten,

twenty, thirty, forty and fifty thousaud pounds

while one failure was fov £175,235. The total

amount of the liabilities of Wcse 392 insolvents was,
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in round numbers, a million and a quarter sterlmg,

althouirh many of tliom were able to show good assets.

From the 1st of 1-cbruary, 184L>, to the 31st Dooom-

ber lHi:5, the insolvents numU'red no h-sri titan

1135- and of those six hundred belonged to the

eleven months ending the 31st December, l«i2. »'"

535 to tlio succeeding year. During 1813 a local

ordinane.. was passed for the abolilion of luearcenv

tion for debt, and came into oi-eration on the 1st

April of the same year. At Port Phi lip matters

had reached very much the same condition as at

Sydney. In 1840 the community had given itsclt

up to most reckless speculation, and traders huherto

respected for the caution of their methods, .bve oped

the mania of gambling. There ^as a veritaole boom

in laud, and allotments which hail brought reason-

able prices at the sales two years before changed

hands^ver and over again at absurdly ugh hgures

and it is Stat -d on good authority that the valuation

;f the site .f the city of Melbourne wa. g'-ealer on

paper carlv in 1S41 with a population of only 4,..00

h n jus. before the gold discoveries when tlie popu-

Lion had reached 23,000. Tke inevitable cras^i

came with more than usual su.Monness. Propertie.

of all Innds were forced into the market, and, as at

Sydney, bankruptcy 1-came universal.

These failures caused credit to sustain a general

and severe shock; there was an extreme contraction

of the ordinary course of trade, a total absence of

SDeculation in business, and consequently, a great

dSutlon in the amount of legi.Imate transac ions.

Visrorois efforts were made to realise fund. to.

Ifdis barge of existing debts, and P-perty was

forced into the, market for sale until purchasers could

haiSy be found at any price, and the lucvitaUo
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result was that porsoi-.s known to be poascased of

largo properties were unable to meet their engagc-

nieiita. In most of the country districts orders on

Sydney agents were the medium of circulation used

by the settlers, and when these no longer passed

current, as in times of confidcnco and prosperity,

specie (which d^-' not really exist) was demanded,

and '';U3 great sacrifices were rendered compulsory,

because property, though of intrinsic worth, pos-

Bcssed no exchangeable value. ITistoriaiu of tho

period narrate cases of enforced sales in which sheep

fctclied very small prices, sometimes as little as 6d.

being obtained for them, while cattle occa^ie-nlly

realised as little as 7s. Od., and valuable horses only

£3 each. .

As stated in a former chapter, tho Legislativo

Council, imagining that the very existence of tho

colony was threatene.l by the prevailing state of

things, sought to "avert ruin" (to use their^ own

expression) by " pledging the public credit, but

tho Governor refused the Iloyal assent to the Bill

passed for that purpose.

It was then proposed to issue Treasury Bills, hut

the Council would not entertain he idea. The

failure of tho Bank of Australia, the Hiil.ility of

whose shareholders was unlimited, brought affairs

to a crisis, and it was proposed to relieve the share-

holders by a Bill empowering the bank to dispose of

its assets by a public lottery. No attempt was

made to defend lotteries in general, but it was con-

tended that if tho goo<l3 of pr ...ietors of the bank

were seized under execution, the bailiff would be

seen in possession of one house in every ten in Syd-

ney, and the result would bo a panic which would

altogether auuihilate the value of property.
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T'tidor prossurc' of such ai argument as this, the

*' Ld'tery Bill " was passed, but was disallowed

by the British authorities. The necessity of the case

was so urgent, however, that the lotti ry took place,

and was successfully complied before the law

ct!icers of the Crown could interfere to prevent it.

When matters wem at their worst, and the pnco

of sheep Ir ' fallen, as -« common quotation, to

one shilling ,.. r head, tl was begun what was

hailed as a preat dis.-over\ iz., tlic boiling down of

eheep exclusively f , , i:i'Iow, for which pnMluct thero

was then a good :..,irV.('t in Europe. The i)rico of

sheep V. thm ra: '1 to ^s. or 4s. per head, Ks. or

Cs. won f tallow 1 -ing obtained by the proc<>ss of

belling down. Coiisoqumtly, in a brief space of

tim(^ tallow began to occupy a chief phice as aji article

of export with wool and coal. Other staple products

wore sperm oil, black whale and sea-elephant oil,

goal skins, wattle bark, saU beef, hides, -heep .skins

and kangaroo skins. As sliowiiig the imixtrtance of

the tallow industrv to tlie struggling settlements, it

may bo mentitmed that in 1843 the value of this

staple exported from Sydney and Port IMiillip was

only £31)(), while seven vears later the value had risen

to the respectabh totalof £320,720, representing the

pro.luct of 798,780 sheep and 201,000 cattle boiled

down. .

Commercial relations were opened up during the

period with Hong Kong, as well ur~ with British

India; and the trade, \vhich was principally iii_

horses, was of a profitable cliaracter. For some of

the general exports of the colony, the prices ruling in

the London marl'et in the year 1840 were as fol-

low:—Bark (mimosa), per ton, £11 to £12; gum

(kino), per cwt., -20 to £30; hides, per lb., 'i'id.
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to 45d.; oil (southern), per tun, £24 to £25, 10s
;

sperl oil, per tun, £110 to £111; whalebone, per

o'n £135 Lol, per lb., lOd^ to 2s. 7d.
;
and cedar

T>er foot 4id. to 5id. Dun. : the year 1839, the

e^^Jorts 'of the product of the «)Uthern fishenes

comprised 12,029 tuns of black oil, valued at £41,

MTdespatched prineipally to «-*
f
nt-,^W

12,079 tuns of sperm oil, valued at £111.2»0, be.iaes

whalebone. £1G,004. In the year 1840 I'e Product

of the fisheries exported was valued at
^;-*'J**'

while the wool exported was valued «t ^^66,11..

Towards the close of the period the whale and seal

fisheries beeame gradually diver ed f^o^i Sj^dnej

control into the hands of Americans,
_

w4io subse

quently absorbed almost the ^^^ire industry ^n

southern waters. Some of the products of the fish

erks continued to find their way to Sydn.j and

Kobart for re-export after the industry ceased to be

prominently Ausfrnlasian, but even this advantage o

these ports was lost shortly after the gold (lis

eoverv^ illusion has been made to the foundation

of South Australia. The theory of colonisa loi

propounded by the founders seemed bo e-Uen

ng to claim manv adlierents m England. The merits

o? tie t eery had little chance to show themselves

as from the^tart the settlement was m financial

difficulty, and within fivejears --ytlnng co^- od

with it was in a deplorable condition
l^'^J^^J ^

ruptcv the infant colony was saved by the discovery,

n' 843, of rich mineral deposits, especially o copper

at Kapunda, and in 1845 the S^^^*
J^'^^J-^";, f,

mine was opened, from which about £(00,000 worm

S copTer was won in the first three years of opera-

Hn.^ Every industry benefited by the discovery,

and in fs7, 2el nL South Wales and Victona
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were in great straits, South Australia was entering

on a period of prosperity.

Although the year 1843 ushered in a period of

depression and long-continued distress, an inter-

mittent system of immigration was carried on, but

not nearly to tho extent desired by the settlers.

Nevertheless, while the Legislative Council was

petitioning for the continuous introduction of a

supply of shepherds and agricultural labourers, tho

Government was compelled to give employment by

way of relief to a great number of labourers. Many
workers left Sydney for Valparaiso and other places,

and a fair number departed from Port Phillip for

the Cape of Good Hope. The probability is that it

was not labour which was hard to obtain, but

"cheap" labour, and to meet this demand various

expedients were resorted to, the one finding most

favour i)eing the proposal, revived from time to time,

to introduce Hill coolies from India. This proposi-

tion was, however, not only opposed by the people of

the colony, but, as before stated, the Secretary of

State refused to it the sanction of the British author-

ities.

The demand for labour at this period was confined

almost wholly to shepherds and other pastoral workers

and domestics. The Governor, in despatches under

date of August and September, 1843, stated that in

Sydney considerable numbers of workmen had been

thro^vn out of employment in consequence of the

check the building trade had received, by the general

pecuniary distress and the reduction in house rents,

and he added that the arrival of immigrants in any

groat numbers under such circumstances must prove

injurious to all parties. The policy pursued by the

Legislature, which represented exclusively the in-

( I
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terests of the propertied class, was to promote com-

petition in the ranks of labour by excessive immigra-

tion, but as the sales of the waste-lands of the colony

had practically < ' ased and there was no other tund

from which the passage of immigrants could be

paid, the Government could not, if it so desired,

carry out the wishes of the Legislative Council.

Many of the large stockholders of this period were

enthusiastically in favour of a return to the old

system of the assignment of bond labour although

the inhabitants of the towns were naturally ]ust as

keen opponents, as the property-ov-iiers were ad-

vocates, of that policy. The British Government

vould willingly have fallen in with the views of

the stockholders, but the objections of the rest ot

the community had to be considered A scheme

of compromise was, therefore, proposed. Offenders

were not to be sent irect to the colony to serve their

sentences, as was th case under the old transporta-

tion system; the direct penalty of their crimes was

to be enforced in the English hulks, and when this

was over they were given ticketsof-leave and sent on

asoiournof a reformatory character to the colony.

The scheme pleased no section of the community,

althou'-h it did not lack influential local advocates.

in the^colony it was generally argued that the adop-

tion of such' a system must utterly destroy the value

of free labour and annihilate wages, while the mere-

fact that New South Wales had managed to slip her

early shackles was held by many to be a sufficient

reason for i-esisting any attempt to re-impose them

no matter what euphemism might be adopted to cloak

the movement.
, , n ^ ^ i,„ij

A considerable number o. the flock-masters held

the view- -a perfectly reasonable one—that while



THIRD INDUSTRIAL PERIOD, 1838-1853. 357

the morals of the probationers would be no better,

and probably, on account of the greater license,

much worse than that of the assigned servants of a

former day, their own punitive control over their

labourers would be very much less. The free immi-

grants, compelled to work for their living as employ-

ees of others, scented dangerous competitors whose in-

troduction into the colony might result in a depreci-

ated wage ; and the employers who happened to be of

the emancipated class saw only the revival of a caste

reproach, and the recrudescence of hated social dis-

tinctions. It must not, however, bo imagined that

Lord Stanley and Earl Grey acted with any special

inconsiderateness in continuing the transportation of

convicts to New South Wales and Van Diemen's

Land. The great employers, the absorbers of

" abundant and cheap labour," were the real rulers

of the country. From their ranks were chosen

the members of the Legislative Council ; they had

the ear of the Governor; and the Governor, in turn,

had the ear of tho Secretary of State for the Colo-

nies, while the English authorities were only too

anxious to relieve the overcrowded condition of

their gaols. Two powerful interests, therefore,

were allied in an effort to re-establish transportation

and the system of assignment. To meet this threat-

ening combination, a number of public meetings

were held in Sydney under the auspices of the Anti-

transportation
"
League, and an overwhelming ex-

pression of popular opinior, most vehemently ad-

verso to the scheme, was given; nevertheless tho

British Government, under the advice of Sir

Charles Fitzroy, persisted in its c uleavours to force

prisoners upon the unwilling inhabitants of the

colony.



lv;^;7» i^ittii h^y. ^^

''
f

m
ii

i. t

g5g PROGRESS OF AUSTRALASIA.

Several ship-loads of convicts were sent out, nnd

an attempt was made to land them at the new settle-

ment at Fort Phillip. The settlers there, however

would not tolerate \he proceeding, whereupon the

Tps were compelled to leave for Sydney and^More-

ton Bay. One of the vessels, named the Memy,
ca"t a/ehor in Port Jackson, on the 8th

f--^^^^^
and there instantly ensued a serious

<^^^^%^l^2^r^
the inhal Itants and the Executive. The

^f
^^^ly^

so far triumphed that the convicts were landed, but

aa they were the last to land on Australian shores,

the ultimate victory was with the coionists.

With the discontinuance of the transportation

svstem, the immigrant became an object of greater

attention than ever before. Various schemes were

mooted by the sheep and cattle breeders tc procure

labour at the old rates. One of those schemes

was the introduction of expired-scntonce men from

Van Diemen's Land, and associations were lorraed

lor the purpose, both in the parent colony and at

Port Phillip. That the efforts of the associations

were .:ot ineffective is provc<l by tlie fact that m
1847 the number of persons leaving Van Diemens

Land for the other colonics amounted to 4,7b7
;
in

1848, to 3,799; in 1849, to 4,617; m 1850 to

4,146; and in 1851, to 6,931; or a total for five

years of 24,280.
. :, • . , x a

A curious feature of this period is tc bo found

in the return to England of cxpired-sentenco men.

While the Government were vainly petitioning tor

immigrant labour, the expense of the introduction

of which they were prepared partially to bear, ac-

climatised and experienced workers were^ leaving

the colony as rapidly as they could, and paying

their own passage-i^ouey to the Mother Country.
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About the year 1849, the emigration fn a Aus-

tralia to California, which had set in as p result

of the 'Mscoverics of gold in that State, began to

grow more and more noticoable. In 1850, the de-

sire to emigrate to California had become general,

and the most stringent regulations wore found to

be necessary to prevent overcrowding on the ou*'-

going vessels. During the first six months of 1851,

twelve ships left Port Jackson, conveying to the

new gold-fields of America 1,684 passengers, many
of whom had been introduced into the colony at th:

expense of the land fund. This migration was

not, however, a real exodus. Numbers of genuine

settlers doubtless left the counti-y during the long

period of depression, dazzled by a rising star of

fortune in the East; but many who loft the colony

were persons who had simply made the bounty sys-

tem of emigration to Australia the means of pro-

ceeding^ at a smaller cost to the gold-fields in v Tn
America. In 1S51, when gold was discoven Iso

in Australasia, the tide of immigration to the colony

not only set in, in a ster.dy volume, but the impulse

to emigrate from Australia was arrested, and Cali-

fornia, in the matter of population, ceased to profit

at Australia's expense.

Wages varied very considerably during the period

under review. Different '•cutemporary authorities

give diflfercnt accounts; out the rate of wages de-

pended, no doubt, upon '^ie distance of a district

from the seaport, and its accessibility to Sydney or

to Melbourne. In the Port Phillip District, for

instance, wages appear to have been higher at this

time than in New South Wales proper, and they va-

ried very much even in tho parent colony. In the

southern districts, during the year 1843, station serv-
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ants, hut-keepers, and shepherds received £18 per

annum u-ith rations; m the more central districts

shepherds' wages ranged from *15 to £20 per an-

num together with rations; and the wages of some

class of farm labourers, such as good ploughmen,

from £20 to £25. Domestic servants received

from £12 to £15 and even £20 " according to abili-

ties
" The wages of artisans were, in 1845, quoted

at rates varying from 2s. 6d. a day to 4s. Gd. a day;

and employment, moreover, even at such low ro-

muneratL: was exceedingly difficult to obtain.

In 1849, while the mechanics of Sydney were suffer-

ing great distress for lack of employnient r. their

respective trades, and were being roughly censured

bv the local press because they would not g into

the bush and labour as hut-keepers and rouses

abouts," newly-arrived immigrants were being en-

gaged at the following rates -.-Single girls as do-

mestics, 5s. per week and rations; general farm-

labourers, from £ie to £18 per year and rations

and ploughmen at from £20 to £25 per year and

rations, house, water and fuel found. In some cases

experienced shepherds, who thoroughly knew the

conditions of the climate, and the variations of

pasturage, received £30 a year and rations In the

vear 1850 stockmen and shepherds received from £lo

to £18 a year; bullock-drivers and ploughmen, from

£18 to £20; and male domestic servants from

£17 to £22 ; in all cases, of course, inclusive of ra-

tions, lodgings, fuel and water.

Rations, valued at about £12 per annum, ^^^re

supplied to such employees as station servants, hut-

keepers and shepherds. The weekly ration com-

prised 10 lbs. meat, 10 lbs. flour, 2h lbs. sugar, some

tobacco, and i lb. tea. If wages were low, so also

f. *

dk
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were provisions and the cost of living was very con-

siderably reduced, bread selling at 2Jd. to 3d. the

2-lb. loaf; meat from l|d. to 2d. per lb. ; sugar, from

2id. to 3d. per lb. ; and wheat, from 4s. to 63. per

bushel; while dairy produce and vegetables were

plentiful and cheap anc' house-rents very much re-

duced.

About tho beginning of tho year IS 14 some slight

re. ction was experienced in trade, and tho depressed

gtatv of lo'"il intf'rests was felt to be reviving. Con-

temporary writers hailed the new year as a fr«'ih

starting-point for renewed enterprise and confidence

;

but, unfortunately, the condition of things was in

no way improved, and the depression shortly after-

wards became more pronoimocd than ever. Aus-

tralasir., however, had no exceptional experience,

and there is little doubt that the local disasters were

but the back-wash of the waves of depression which

rose in Europe. Throughout the whole of the eastern

colonies the tTreatest distress was felt, and many mer-

cantile houses whose credit had hitherto been un-

doubtnd, and who proudly dated their estf blishment

fror. he foundation of the settlements, were laid

probtrate.

Boiling-down, meat-canning, and other devices

were resorted to in order to revive the commerce of

the colony from the stagnation and lethargy into

which it had fallen, yet notwithstanding all expe-

dients affairs steadily became gloomier, prices con-

tinued seriously to decline, and speculation vaa

practically at a* standstill. It is difficult to impgine

to what depths the colony might have sunk liad it not

been for the discovery of gold in 1851, when the face

of everything, as if at thf word of a magician,

became instantly changed, although the full influ-



iJ%«i"€i»T::

1'
1 /

PROGRESS OF AUSTRALASIA.

eiice of the discoveries was not felt until the follow-

'"
TheTndustrifis during this period comprised sheep

and cattle-breeding, whaling and sealing, coal-mming,

horse-breeding, general ard dairy farming and tim-

ber getting. Boiling down sheep and cattle for their

fat was, of course, only an elTort to realise something

on depreciated stock-an exj^edient which cannot be

regarded as a legitimate industry at all; while the

southern whale fisheries were passing into the hands

of the Americans. From timo to time small vessels

vpre sent to collect trepang on the northern coast,

and this was subsequently e.^ported .0 China, wliere

it commanded a ready market; but it appears that

the industry was not sufficiently remunerative and it

was, therefore, allowed to fall off. The production

of tallow, just prior to tlie discovery of gold, was,

to all intents and purposes, the colony's staple in-

dustry. In the fall of the year 1S47 a local journal

bewailed tho fact that the production of a yearly

output of 10,000 tons of tallow necessitated the

slaughtering of 75,000 head of cattle (sufficu ' to

feed 90,000 people for one year at the proportion ot

10 lbs. meat per week each), and 400,000 sheep (suf-

ficient to fet i 40,000 people).
.

In regard to manufactures the colonies were

making some progress. There were numerous mills

for grinding and dressing grain, 2 distilleries, ^i

breweries, 2 sugar -fineries, IS soap and candle

works, 4 tobacco fact, les, 6 cloth mills, 40 tanneries

and numerous other works necessary in a community

60 far removed from Europe and to which the freight

of goods was so high.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.

FOURTH INDUSTRIAL PERIOD, 1852-1858.

Tub fourth period of Australia's industrial history

extends from the year 1852 to 1858, and is properly

the period of jjold-hunting throughout the eastern

Austroliau colonies. It begins shortly after th(!

separation from the mother colony of the Port

Phillip District, and its formation into a separate

province under the name of Victoria, and closes just

after a suhsequcnu dismemberment, in which origi-

nated the northern colony of Queensland. The whole

e]X)ch may be si .aarised as one of rapid growth and

great change, u.- n-ed iu with the rush for gold, and

ending with the subcidence of the intense excitement

and the stoppage of immigration. The epoch is

chiefly interesting politically on account of the ini-

tiation of responsible government in all the colonies

except Western Australia, and commer.'ially, because

of the constructivn of the first railrouas, and the es-

tablishment of steam communication with Great

Britain—the Chus'in, the first steamer from Eng-

land, arrived in Sydney on 31st August, 1852.

The discovery of gold not only put an end to the

depression of the previous period, b'-t i.t prepared

Australasia, by the creation of fictitiods values, for

another depression, and effected a revolution in all

industrial relations.

According to comemporary evidence, the supply of
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lft»)our in many occupations speedily became ex-

hausted, and there were more persuns desirous of

hiring labourers than there were kUmrcra to be

liired. The diirf,'in?;a drained not onlv Melbourne

and Sydney, but Adelaide, llobart, and every other

Australian* centre. Most branches of industry and

all pultlic works were at a stand-still. As l)earins

upon the same question, it is interesting to note that

tho niunbcr of persons who found finplojnient in

pastoral pursuits rapidly fell off, notwithstanding

tho very considerable increase in tho number of sheej)

and cattle depastured.

The decrease in the number of hands was not duo

to improvements effected in the management ot

station properties, but to the desert""on of shepherds

ind persons tending cattle, who left the vievcnttu.

i:fe of tho pastoralists to join in the search for gold,

principally in the colony of Victoria, which province

had absorbed from New South Wales in the sjiace of

three years over 30,000 persons, chiefly able-bodied

adults, who had crossed the Kiver Murray to the gold-

lields of the south. From Tasmania then' was even

a greater exodus, for it is estimated that wliile there

were nearly 40,000 adult males in the colony in 1842,

twelve years later the whole adult male poimlation of

the settlement numbered only 22,000. From Ade-

laide, which had grown prosperous under the iii-

fluence of the copper production and fanning devel-

opment, the diggings drew over 15,000 men, and the

town, which needed the whole of its population, re-

ceivcil a heavy blow. Half the houses were left

tenantless. and" the streets were almost dcstrted and

bu'^ine.ss was brouirht almost to a stand-still. J'roj.-

ertv became unsalealile nnd there was general

financial embarrasainout. Ihe output of gold
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reached it« highest iwint in 185;J, when ^hl valued

at £14,r>00,()()() war. won, mainly in Victoria.

It is not to 1)0 .supjKJric'd that so many thoiwantl

persons drawn from the four quarters of *' t gloW

would all settle down peacefi 'ly to sear*^ for the

precious metal, >
- that a newly established jjovern-

nieut such as was that of Victoria wotild tiud itself

prepared far tiie extraordinary condition of atTair:<

wliieh the gold rush <levelo]>ed. The nature (if a

diljRer's life is such that he is little disposed to brook

restraint, while tin' traditions of <:;overnmeat whieli

tliu*e in power in Victoria wore trained in were

arbitrary in the extreme. The most vexation^

restraints were placed by the authorities on the

miners and milliner, and the miners naturally resisted.

The Government persisted in maintaining^ their reg-

ulations and the nffieials became more arbitrary in

putting tlieni in force, so that the diggers were at

length driven to anned resistance, culminating in the

sanguinary episode of the Eureka Stockade, an ac-

count of wliich is given in another place.

The gold fever brought to Australia not only

young, stalwart, enterprising men of great endurance,

and capable of adapting tliemselvcs to almost any

conditions of life, but also multitudes of others whose

chief idea was that wealth could be acquired almost

without oxe- - Unable to endure the hardships

of a digg without trade or profession, and

capable oi ., tlu^ lightest numual labour, they

mostly drifted back to ^Melbourne and Sydney, where

a larg-e number of unemployed bad gathereil together

in 1S,')S. when the rush to the V t ''urtis gdld-tield

broke out. Joining the unemployed fr-mi tlie mines

of Victoria and Xew South Wales, they rushefl in

thousands to the new field, no less than -i,OUU leaving
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Sydney in the space of a month whilo fi 000 went

f^.n. otlu.r pans of Australia. A ovv w...ks .u face,

o .how that the Port Curtis gold-held eonld no

maintain «o many, and in the latter part of the year

tl«3 majority h ft for the popvdation centres ot ho

i^mth where they roamed the streets di.appoin ed

a;Kluneu;;%ed, until drawn away by the attraction

'^Tho glell'majority of U.e person. ;vl-;-'"-j;-'J

in Australia after ihc exeiUanent of tl:.- hrstjrea

rushes had subsided were men m every way to be wei

corned as colonists.
i

• 1 1„ „in=j

Victoria espe<-ially gained a m. t •^^^-'.'••"l;

^^^^^^
the survivors of whom may now bo seea "^ I'^fi;'

"

did old men so fre4nently seen in tho streets of Mel-

%"e^ates of remuneration fur ordinary labour

during ihe whole period were very much h.gher than

ha"e^er before bc'n experienced, and --X ^-chc

of industry were abandoned or neglected tor lac., oi

men o carry them on. In Adelaide, lor jn.taace,

vvv^es we e fot onlv daily advancing, but settlers were

;^^d to Lire the aborigines of the .olony
Jo
gat^

|;^

Ueir crops. In Victoria, carpenters, wheehv right

^

a d brul'layers received, in 1853, 15s. V^^^^y,^
L..r.l and lodging; carpenters, in town without

90^ Od • masons;, in town, without board and odgmt,,

2^ < d 'p Alay, and in the country 25s
;
bricklayers,

in to n^and in country, without board and lodging,

2^f^r dav; and smiihs and wheelwrights, in town

-ii^r;S'n:;:;tf^:g^i^liug were quoted.

fon^::^™iths,incountiy.^0s.,^c^y;^a^;

iii country, 22s. Od. , wuceiV,iiBL.=, m country,
,

J ?i
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and in tuwi, 30s.; ci-rpenters, in country, 23«., and

in town, 2:,^.; and bncklnu-rs, in ciuitry, -.;«., ana

in town, -Mi., witlu'-t board and lodging, jn each

^"
But in Viftoriu wat,^8 were much higliL-r than in

uthor parts of Australia in oonswiuouco of the con-

tinuant of the viining Imh-iu and iho absorption of

nearly all cnt.-rprisfs and l available labour .n tho

one direction of gold-'rettii.g.

To illustrate the vast change which a few years

had made, the rates f..r 1851, tho year of the gold

discovery, and 1S54. when wages were higher, are

here gi\en side I'V side:

MALl-S I'K.n DAY, WITIIOIT BOAHD AND l.0UOlNfl.

Trade or calling.
"^'''- '^''

H. i\. s. s-

Rlai-ksmUhs J
" n tn '^0

CariH)nter«
^ ; ,;,,„:,„

Cooi>er8....... j.,,„,,„
Cabinetmukeis

,,j ,,, ,.,

Farriers •. ,,. , oo
I'luinbers and ulaziors

||
|.|

'^'^ "^^ -^

JoilKTS. ,, '., 10 Id "0
Iroiif.Hinilfrs " ' is t„ •><>

i;ock.nuu.H
^ ;.;

}^j:-,,
(juarry.non.

^4 ,„ .,._,

Sl.oemuke.s IHto'-'O
\\ l.eehvnght s

J^ ^' g, ^^ .„,

Plasterers
i:t to r.-8

P=l'°tei-8 ' o-^^yy
Stonemasons '

FEMALES, PEE ANNUM, WITH BOARD AND LODGINO.

£ £ i-

Cooks ICto'is -
Laundresses A {„ "i Ih
Nursemaids '

i", I i'u oa
Oeneral servants i» ^»

;,, o7,

Farm-house servants !; ^
Dairy-women ^•'
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The prices of all kinds of provisions and all ar-

tieles of'clothing .ere, during this golden era, large y

ncre-ed; indeed, there was hard y a <^ornr.od^m

tho market, whether an article of use or a luxury,

the Trice of which .ight not be described as

"fancy '' In 1853 bread sold at S^d. to 4d. per lb.,

but certain lines of provisions were fairly reasonable

;

t Sance. tea wa^ quoted at Is. 4d per lb s.^ar

at :Hd fresh meat at 3d., butter at Is. 3d., potatoes

a ct per cwt., brandy at 23s. per ga Ion, and im-

port d'ieer at'5s. per gallon; flour, however was

^uotea at 3d. per lb., the price per ton rangng be-

tween £20 and £27. These prices were m bi^dney

,

on the ffold-fields the rates were double.
_

Houstrent rose, of course, with the_ influx of

population, the number of persons requiring re»i-

Hal accommodation being .o much - -ce- '>^

bflbitnble dwellings that the census of 18.><5 enume-

Ja a 1 rgo number of houses as being in occupation

Sthou<rh "till in the hands of the builder; wine

o al ti; iold-fields and the roads leading thereto

ere wis a^ar^^e population whose only habitations

ticaHco tenr., llrlys, or rough houses of bark or

'^'The ei<rht or nine years characterised ^v the rage

oftlegold^cvor exercised a very great effect^ on the

economic condition of the working classes, for had

there been no discovery of gold it is "ot improbable

"with respect to b..th the standard of hvmg and
Tiar, NMiH

1 i„i,,,,,r the conditions existmS
the remuneration ot labour, ini i

,,;tlH,ut anv
pHor to Isr.O w,.uld have long «"^«'"^^

J' ^''^^fJ_
I.roat cl.anoe for tho better. Tn those da^. the tand

;,,! „f labmir in En^lan-l was the Py«"^-"\^^^ f ^jj^
rondition of tho working classes m Australia, xsho
condition oi

. ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ earnings
\\ere thougnt "•'' "••

' -i -

/t.
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enabled them to enjoy comforts beyond the reach

of their fellows in the Old World. Since the gold

era this has been changed, and the standard now made

for themselves by Australian workers has no_ reter-

enco to that of any other country. The attractions of

the gold-fields have also a marked subsequent effect

upon the industries of an absolutely different charac-

ter Manv men, of all sorts of trades and professions,

who were' drawn to these shores by the prospect of

acauirinc enough of the precious metal to ensure

their independence, remained in the country and

pursued less exciting and less precarious callings

while gold-miners themselves in many cases ceased

the exploitation of the mineral which was to have

made them rich, and turned their attention to the

winning of silver, copper, tin, coal, and other min-

Another effect of the gold rush must not be lost

ei-ht of. Although both Xcw South \\ ales and Tas-

m!^nia had ceased to be places open to the reception

of British convicts, yet these colonies wore permeate.

I

with social and economic ideas begotten of the trans-

portation era. The men who had been convicts, or

were born of convict parents, were a considerable ele-

ment in the population, while the employers had

for the most part, at one period or another of their

career, been masters of bond labour. A few years

changed all this. It was as if Australia had been

i,ewly discovered; certainly the country Avas ro-

colonised, and the bond population and their descend-

ants became a small minority of the populaioa

which every year made more insignificant, until at

the present dav it is only in out-of-the-way corners

that there is anything to remind the observer that
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New South Wales and Tasmania were at one timo

penal settlements.
•, . , ^ _„,]„

The development of the pastoral industry made

further and further migrations inland a matter of

necessity. In the first years of Australian history

the coastal belt only was available, but with the cross-

ing of the Blue Mountains, in 1813, a new horizon

stretched before the pastoral imagination, and with

each successive discovery by Oxley or Cunningham or

Mitchell or ITumo plain was added to plain of pas-

ture, and the paths of the explorers were dotted witli

chains of squattagos.
.. •. „

In the earliest years of pastoral settlement it was

customary for stock-brcoders to drive their herds to

the nearest unoccupied good country wl-.on they in-

creased beyond the grazing capabilities of their

pa«tura'^es.^ In this manner the river courses in tlio

U^tern^ districts became stocked, and the country

bordering them occupied. The practice came into

vo-ue when cattle were decreasing in value and

^•hen therefore, it was absolutely necessary to breed

them' at the least expense. These herds were, how-

ever, inferior in strain; they frequently became wild

and unmanageable, and it was only with the influx

of population during the gold-fever days, when

],i.di prices were pai.l for meat, that they acquired

any value. The cattle, nevertheless, showed that tho

iritrrior country was good for stock-grazing, and

proved that the land which had hitherto be- regaivlod

ns a desert was verv fattening pasture- ,,r they had

dI«eoyerrd " salt-buRh," a fodder plant which Tctains

its vitality when other kinds of herbage have long

tv-ithered awav. The grazing val n- of the river coun-

try or Eiverina. has never since been challenged.

'
'

There were three great waves of paotorai scctio
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nipnt The first, to which allusion has already been

made, flowed over the inland plains between the

colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, and South

Australia. The second rolled farther north, an<l

beyond the occupied country, as far as the central

basin of the continent. The third went still north-

ward to the downs of Queensland. The first migra-

tion of stock aroi?e from the demand for meat mad(i

by the gold-d lingers, '^he success of this pioneer

movement inspired the -_cond experiment, which wa^

prompted by the demand for wool. The third

essay in pastoral settlement was occasioned by the

increasing value of all squatting property. The

growth of the pastoral industry 'las already been ad-

verted to and also the influence that the gold discover^

ies had upon it—on the one hand retarding its de-

velopment by depriving it of labour, and on the other

hand, encouraging it bv the creation of a demand for

carcase meat. The effect of these two opposite influ-

ences was seen in the diminution in the numWr of

sheep depastured in 18G1 as compared with IS 51.

There was, it is true, an increase in cattle, but such

increase was mainly in the recently occupied coun-

try of Queensland, though thero was some increase in

certain district- of Victoria specially adapted for

carrving large stock.

Agriculture was greatly neglected during the days

of tire gold-fever; indeed, in Victoria it seemed for a

few years as if cultivation would die out altogether,

but in 1855 there was every^vhere a recovery and far

more attention was devoted to the ^md than at any

previous period.
, • i

•
i

Population increased threefold, and trade rose witli

bound from le=:s than millions sterling m 1851 to

over 52 millions ten years later, tlicse figures being

m
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th ilue of imports and exports taken together in

tlK years stated, and represent £42 i)er ^inhabitant

in 1861 as compared with £18, lOs. in 1851.

One industry was completely blotted out by tho

desertion of old employments following on the gold

discoveri-s. The product of the southern hshenes,

which in the early forties had reached the respcct-

abh total of £225,000, not counting the takes ot

foreign ships, fell to £70,000 in 1848 This was a

low fioaire, but in 1858 the exports of the fisheries

had sunk to £1,450; in 1859 to £532; and in 18bO

to £136 Witli the last-named year the industry,

round which clusters so many historical associations

and which is so peculiarly reminiscent of the early

days of xlustralian settlement, practically disappears,

although a few trifling essays have been made, from

time to time, to revive it in souths™jy^*^";

During the period of the gold discoveries \ ictoria

acquired the leading position amongst the colonies

and ]^relbourne became the chief city of Australasia, a

position which her inhabitants still clann for her

The growth of [Melbourne was phenomenal.^ In 1841

l,er population was only 4,479, in l^'-^l ^^t had in-

creased to 23,143, and ten years later to 138,916 ;
nor

did the increase cease with the expbitati. a of t

fn- t discoveries and the decline in the go d prod

tion, for in 1871 the population of the city had grms

to =>06,78O, in 1881 to 282,947, and more marvelloi.

ctiU to 490,896 in 1891. Very soon after the go d

discoveries wore made the commerce of the south

Pacific gravitated to ^r.>lbourne, and during a single

iionth Ts many as 152 ships arrived in P-t Philhp

convevinc thither 12,000 immigrants. Tsone of the

otherVnlonies received such an impetus as \ letoria,

uor uili this be difficult to luiderstaud when it 13
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remembered that out of a total quantity of gold

valued at £97,472,166 won in Australasia during tlio

ten years from 1851 to 1860, Victoria's share was

£86,342,134.

It was not until 1846 that the people of Aus-

tralasia began to awaken to the advantnee of railroad

construction. Some pretence was mad'^ to construct a

line from Sydney to the inland town of Goulburn,

but the matter languished, and to Melbourne belongs

the honour of the first steam railway opened for

traffic, the line from Melbourne to Port Melbourne

being opened in September, 1854, Very little prog-

ress was made up to 1860, the total mileage opened

during three years being only 215, the gieater part

of this length being in the colony of Victoria. The

explanation of the l.ick of enthusiasm displayed

in regard to railway construction in Xow South

Wales may perhaps be found 'r the fact that the

short line from Svdney to Parramatta, fourteen

miles in length, cost about £700,000. or £50,000 a

mile, six times as much as tlio original promoters

estimated would be required to build the line all

the way from Sydney to Goulburn, a distance of 1C4

miles. Reference has already been made to the open-

ing up -^f steam communication with England m
1852, during wlnVh year the Chusan, the Australia,

and the Great Britain, the last-named tlio largest ship

afloat at the time, visited ?,Ielbourne and Port Jack-

son. In 1856 a steam service of anything but a satis-

factory character was carried on by the Peninsular

and Oriental Company and by the Poyal Mail Com-

pany ; but the days of efficient o'^'can communica-

tion were still to come. These early essays, how-

ever, had no small effect in stimr.'.-ting the colonists

to agitate for something better, and proposals wero
z
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made for the establishment of a line of mail packets

via Panama, but they did not bear fruit till some

^''rhe'ye^rs extending from 1859 to 1862 can

hardly be regarded as forming a distinct period

in the country's industrial history. During this

time the country was undergoing the process ot

recovery from days of excitement ana dreams ot

chance, when the wealthy speculator of one moment

became the beggared adventurer of the next, and the

outcast of many years the millionaire of as many

months. The community appeared to be vaguely

restless, as ^hough beginning to realise that the golden

era of thei. experience was rapidly drifting into a

prosaic perioa of sterner conditions, and slower and

more arduous growth. Victoria still made splendid

progress, but even there the yield of gold was on hio

wane, and wages everywhere fell to about half the

amount current in the previous period. iniNow

South Wales emplo%Tnent was difficult to obtain, as

the industries dislocated by the desertion of em-

plovees, who sought fortunes at the diggings, had not

recovered their normal condition, while speculation

was quiescent. Prices of articles of ordinary con-

sumption foil to reasonable rates and house-rents

^vere groatlv rr.lnced. The search for gold was still

active in all the colonies, but, except for au oc-

casional rush, it was not prosecuted as a regular in-

"llenewed attention was bestowed upon agriculture

TThich had been nedected in some of the colonies, and

the manufacturing industry made some progress.

The epoch closed, for the majority of he com-

munitv. Tvith a certain measure of hopefulness m-
mUIlllV. WIMI a .-K,..i -

_ ..

duced" by the iuL-'-Juetion of provisions

f
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solection before survey iiilo the land legislation of

Victoria and New South V\'ales. The new princi-

ple it initiated had lastin?, if not immediately ap-

parent, effect on the condition of the working classes,

giving them opportunities for employment not previ-

ously open to them. The main principle of the

measure which did so much to ass.ist recovery from
the dead level conditions that prevailed at the time

is embodied in the following clause of the New South
Wales Act :

—
" Any person may, upon any Land

Office day, tender to the Land Agent for the dis-

trict a written application for the conditional pur-

chase of any such lands, not less than forty acres

nor more than three hundred and twenty acres, at the

price of twenty shillings per acre, and may pay to

such Land Agent a deposit of twenty-five per cent,

of the purchase money thereof. And if no other

application and deposit for the same land be ten-

dered at tlie saiiif time, s.uch person shall be declared

the conditional purchaser thereof at the price afore-

said."

The free selector of any portion of Crown lands

had three years' credit lor the payment of the re-

mainder of his purchase money. Should he, after

that time, be unable or disinclined to make pajTiient,

lil)orty was granted him to defer instalments for an

indefinite period on paying five per cent, interest

per annum on the principal amount remaining un-

paid. It was also provided that the purchaser o^i any

area of land from forty to three hundred and twenty

iu-res should be entitled to three times the extent of

his purchase for grazing ground, so long as it should

not be claimed by any other free selector. Certain

conditions were imposed regarding residenro, which

came to be more honoured in the breach than in the

observance.
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CHArTER XXXV.

•jnTTTl INDUSTRIAL PERIOD, 1858-1^72.

The fifth period of the industrial liibtury of the

colony, extcndins; to tlio year 1872, was one when

the El Dorado dreams of the fifties had faded from

men's minds, and when the social and industrial

evstem now existing was evolved. Few incidents

calling for special comment marked the lustory of

this epoch, during which the most important vari-

ations in the conditions of labour arose from adverse

seasons, vast arras having been visited by alternate

droughts and floods. The distress and acute suffer-

ing which resulted from these truly remarkable

vicissitudes of climate were very great, and the de-

c;truction of propertv was in many instances accom-

panied bv loss of 'life. Australia was not mex-

i)erieiiced' either in tlie matter of floods or
_

of

droughts, but the record of such disasters durmg

this period was exceptional.

The alternations of inundation and drought, wliicli

marked this period perhaps more than any other in

the history of Australasian sottlement, had a most

baneful effect upon industry. :Money was vei^- dear

:

and the finances of several ox the provinces were m
an-ything but a satisfactory condition, and treasurer

after treasurer made ineffectual attempts to make

i)oth ends meet. The bad seasons, also, had their

effect in aff^ravatintr the general feeling of depres-

sion by discuuragiug thu iiow of capital to the wiL
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During the keen distress in 18G(;, the unemployed in

Sydney were sorely pressed, and to afford relief a

number were sent to Haslom's creek to clear an area

of land for the purposes of a cemetery. At the close

of a year, just after the report of a special Select

Committee on the condition of the unemployed had

,.oen published, a rush broke out in the Weddin

Mountains, and temporarily drew a great number of

the workless away from the city. Towards the end of

tlie period great depression was experienced in com-

mercial circles ; little enterprise was manifested in

the building trade?, and property changed hands at a

depreciation in value of about 50 per cent, on the

original cost. In Victoria conditions were more sat-

isfactory than inthe parent colony. In 18G5 achango

in the fiscal policy of the country was adopted, and

the colony definitely adopted the protective system, to

which she has since adhered and in -which she has

been followed to a more or less extent by all the other

divisions of Australia except New South Wales. The

finances of the colony were satisfactory, and Victoria

during this period took the lead in agriculture, a posi-

tion siie has since maintained. Population increased,

and though in 1861 and some of the following years

there was an excess of departures over arrivals, the

excess was merely a temporary phase of the popula-

tion movement, as Victoria continued to attract pop-

ulation imtil the seventies. As South Australia un-

derwent some severe trials during the period, there

were several seasons of drought, and the appearance

of rust in wheat in years not droughty greatly af-

fected the returns of the I'armers, and in consequence

commercial business wp= " good deal depressed. In

1873 and 1877 the overland telegraph line was com-

uicnced and completed, which must be looked upon
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as a great achicvciuont for the resources of so small

a colouv. Tho early yours of this penoa were char-

acterised by an intlux of Chinese to such an extent

that at one time they formed nearly four per cent,

of the total popubtion, and thc.r presence in New

South Wales was for long .u Mjportant factor in

democratic and industrial legislation. ^^ "^ the de-

velopment of the colony, and tho increasing richness

of the finds of the precious m^^tal, these aliens poured

into the country in ever-increasing volume. In 1856

they numbered only 1,806; five years thereafter they

had risen in nun.bor to 12,988, or thirty-seven per

cent, of the population. In 18G1 matters with r -

-nrd to Chinese immigration roachod a crisis, mc

coid-field opened up at Burrangong proved extra-

ordinarilv ricli ; a great rush set in to that place, amj

crowds of Chinese flocked to the diggings thcTC 1 he

miners .eceived this influx o^ A'^^'n- tL for
very bad grace, and convened a public meeting for

the purpose of deciding whether " Burrangong was

a European or a CI: ..ese territory.

They likewise addressed a petition to the Assem-

blv complaining of the swamping of the leld b.,

thousands of Chinese. This agitation agams th.

alien miners resulted in continuous riotings ,
tho

Tinfortunate foreigners were ejected from then

claims, their tents were burned, and they were ge

crallv ill-used. The Government, determined t

uphold order at any co.t. despatched to the scene of

Z riots, a place called Lambing Flat, a mixed force

of artUlerymen with two twelve-pound field-pieces,

pome men of the 12th Regiment, and some mem^

be?s of the ..lounted police force. The Premier, Mr

r"rl. Cowper. also visited the field and addre..od

a moiister mectins of the miiit.'^, sjuipatui.iiii wi
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their grievances, hut inforniiiip tliciu that no re-

tlresa could he obtainrd \intil riot and confusion hud

entirely ceased. Wlien tho Premier rolurned ta

Sydney tho excitement rapidly ceased; a iww rush to

a locality named Tipperary dully lured away 6,000

miners from tho scene of their fonuer disputes, and

the Chinese departed to other fields. Thus ended tho

first labour contlict between tho Europeans and tho

Chinese, who from that date onward to tho rrohibi-

tion Act of 1SS8 became a growing menace to tho

character of the settlement nf tho Australian eulonies.

There was a marked ileclino in the rates of wages

during the ]ieriod, particularly so with regard to those

paid to meehar.ies. In ISG-t the average daily wages

of carpenters ranged from 8s. to 9s. in town, with-

out board and lodging; of smiths, wheelwrights, and

bricklayers, from 9s. to lOs. ; and of masons, 10?. In

tho country, and inclusive of board and lodging, tho

wages of carpenters, smiths, and wheelwrights were

qxioted at £i>0 to £80 ]ier annum, and of hrieklnycr3

and masons from £S0 to £100; farm labourers, from

£28 to £30; shepherds, from £30 to £35; female

cooks and Intmdresses, from ' '" to £30; housemaids,

from £20 to £20; mirsemau.s, from £15 to £20;

general house servants, from £20 to £30; and fami-

house servants and dairywomen from £18 to £2fi.

There was little change in the wages up to the end

of 1871, but what change there wn.i was downwards

;

tho prices of commodities in general use steadily

declined and the fall in wages was really not so

great as the monetary fall would represent.

In Mareh. 1SC3, an Intercolonial Conference was

held in ;Melbourne, at which the colonies of New
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Tas-

mai'.la were represented. The questions discussed



Ut^f

, f >! V

t

h ; / .'/

880 PKOOKESa OF AUSTRALASIA.

related to the tariff and kindred matters; inter-

colonial customs and their distribution; trausporta-

tion from the United KiuRdoni to the Australian pos-

sessions; a permanent inunigration fund, to l)e pro

Tided \inder Aet of Parliament by each colony, upon

an equitable basis ; in'rrovement of internal rivers

in Australia for purposes ot navigati..n and irnsa-

tion; coast lighthouses, and other maritime ques-

tions affecting the shipping interest; fortnightly

ocean postal communication ; Anglo-Australian and

China telegraph; legal questions, including the law

of bankruptcy, .>f patent?, of joint stock companies,

of probates and Utters of administration, a court of

appeal for the Australian colonies and a uniform

system of weights and measure?. These questions

gubsequentlv engaged the attention of the varwus

Australian "Parliaments, and resulted in the carry^

ing into effect of much useful and needed legislation.

All the colonies were troubled with diseases in

their llocks and herds. Sheep were infected with

catarrh and scab; pleuro-jnieumonia attacked the cat-

tle and pleurisy made its appearance among the

horses. Vigoroii? efforts, which were attended with

success, were made to c inbat the diseases.

Railway eiinstructioT; proceeded very slowly, and

at the end of 1871 the total length of line open for

traffic was only 1,135 miles. This was due in a

great measure to the difficulty experienced by tlio

colonial Treasurers in obtaining money on favonraWo

terms and the expense of construction involved in

crossing the mountain barriers.

This was the great bushranging epoch of Austral-

asia which memorises such names as those of Frank

Gardiner, the Clarke?, Dunn, .Tohnny Crill>ert, "Ren

Hall, JJ-oi-gau, Power, " Tliuuderbolt," and O'iial-
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ley. New South Wales was the i)rnvincc most

troubled by these pests, where their cxistenee was a

sourer of cnibarrns?meiit to each sueeessive Govern-

ment, and a standing challcnyo to every Ministry

that accepted ollico.
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CHAPTER XXXVI.

SIXTH INDUSTRIAL PERIOD, 1872-1893.

NEW SOUTH WALES AND VICTORIA.

1 fo 01 wpi-o for the wa^e-
TUE twenty-two

^i.l^-:^3ueic^c^^
.^^ ^^

earner "^ 7^"^^X i^^eSg peV.od had been
tralia's history. Uio

r^^^^^*;"^,J„ttracted in any
somewhat tame; pornlationj a no^a trac .

large numbers; land was
""^

Ji^*^"
"^^.'^ ^^v sus-

in anv ffreat quantity, nor had there been -i-

^i^ele'ffort t'o develop the ----^.^^.Te t
Railwav construction was almost s"^'?^ ^^^^

' \^^^^^
penditure by the various governnien. on P^^^^

Urks, either from
^--^'^.^J ^^^^.f^pital found

loans, was small; while ^^"le private
1

its way to the coun ry, '^^'^^
'^}'f^Zl of prog-

Australia. Agncu .ure _ga e e
^^f^'^^J^^^,^^

ress, and the gold yield had ?l,e=^ '

There were, ^--over, causes at .-ork^ el -er^^

Svofth; governments and the investment of

British capital in the eastern colonies.

?7cw; South ^YaUs.
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copper mines, which had not bceu worked before to

any great extent, were now systematically developed;

and in the same year the rich tin deposits of the

country received attention. The advantage of the

colony as a place of settlement was recognised,^ es-

pecially by persons in the southern colonies. Pur-

chases of land from the State for purposes of settle-

ment proceeded on an extensive scale, and with in-

creased land sales came greater attention to primary

industries. Agriculture expanded ; and cattle breed-

ing, which had been losing importance since theLaud

Act of 18G1 came into force, received renewed atten-

tion. Jv^or was sheep-breeding neglected, as might

have been expected, in favour of the rival industry,

for the price of wool was highly satisfactory to tho

grower, especially during the five years ending 1875.

These combined causes made tho outlook very bright.

About the year 1872 public attention was awak-

ened to the necessity of pushing on with the con-

struction of railways, roads, and bridges to open up

tho interior of the' country ; and an expansive pub-

lic works policy, involving the expenditure of large

sums of borrowed money, was accordingly initiated.

In 1872 barely half a million sterling was spent on

public works. "ten years later the amount had risen

to £4-,100,000, tho" additional expenditure alone af-

fording employment to 17,500 men.

Coincident with the vigorous construction of pub-

lic works, and chiefly on the part of graziers desirous

of protecting themselves from the incursions of free

selectors, there arose a great demand for land, which

was rear^'^y responded to by tho State, and the pubhc

lands were boui^ht up with such eagerness that in

tho fivo years from 1872 to 1877 the revenue de-

rived from this source increased from £800,000 to
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over £3 000,000 and the public exchequer was over-

fiowin' Wages ^vere high, employment steady

prSns che'^.p. Nun.bcrs of men for the hkj

Lrt voune and energetic, were attracted to the

Sonv by 'he alluring'prospects held out to them

the "annual increment to the population being

doubled "ithin a few years. To keep pace with the

Snd for abour the Government ma.ntamed a

vLorous rmmigrati..n policy, and in the ten years

Zt cW with 1>85 nearly 49,000 persons were

as isted to eniigrate from the United Kingdom, and

S made c^ertain by the favourable combination of

circumstances alluded to.
sustained.

\fjr,{rr>9 rose rapKilv ana ^\clu "cn

1-11 ^^= 19= fid stone masons lis. 0(1., ana id

:te'r p^:r onw ^^^^^^^^ ^-^-,"; t.
Tie law The wages of farm hands were slightly

Advanced while the increase in the pay of female

serAnts ringed from forty to seventy-five per cen .

liimporTan^t factor affecting the ndn4rua^onch-

^ons during the whole period ^
?^f'"^^, ^^J;

'^

beenk'n^'fitod by the introduction of private capital
been Dcnt mi-'i ".r

_ ^c-a t^U inpArtatiou was
Gud in the yeara prior u> IS.O txxi. imi-riau.
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cliieflv in its most acceptable form, being accom-

panied bv the owners. The amount of pnva o

money introduced varied somewhat from year to

year 'but even as late as 1873 it did not exceed ha f

; million sterling. In 1874 money commenced to

flow to the colony for investment P^'jP^J'' ^
during the fifteen years which closed with 1390 the

extraordinary amount of forty-four millions sterling

was received, £6,228,000 coming m 188;., aiid

£5 30'> 000 in the following year. Tt can well be

imagined that the influx of so largo an amount of

monev, joined to the large expenditure by the State,

was felt in every branch of industry. As already

pointed out, wages rose twenty-fivo per cent, in

skilled trades, and from forty to fifty per cent, in

unskilled trades, and in some years there was not a

man in the colony willing to work who was unem-

ployed. The outlay on public works reached a max-

imum in 1885, when the expenditure ^;^^/
^4.,-

807; then came a contraction and m 18i^s it %va3

reduced to £2,106,027. .. • . •
„,.

It will be ob -.^Tved from the narrative ]ust given

that the largest expenditures by the State occurred

in 1885, the same year as that in which the largest

amount of priva.- money was brought to .^"ow South

Wales. From 1-85 the import of capital fell ott

year by year until 1893, when it practically ceased,

'so that t'he withd -f.wal of the State from the labour

market was not alleviated by support ?riyen by

private capital. The following is a statement^ of tho

average import of private capital per annum in five-

year periods:

1074_7S ..£1.72S.r,nO 18J»4-PS..

187«^3'. •.;.... 1,907,C00 1889-93..

€4,039,4(10

;
...'. 1,869,000
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The three last years of '. period sl,o>ve.l as fol-

lows:

1891 . £1,338,000 1893.

isgo!".".' 1,667,000

£115,000

There can be no doubt that during many years

the amount of capital brought to the co cny, both ou

public and on private account, was much larger than

could be profitably absorbed, and no small portion

of it was necessarily devoted to purposes purely

speculative, as evidenced in the unreal value wjich

some forms of property acquired. There was, how-

ever, an evil of greater consequence thar a tem-

porary inflation of values. It will be readily con-

ceded that the introduction of capital within the

limits of absorption and the application of it to pro-

ductive purposes are conducive to true progress,

while on the contrary the over-introduction of cap-

ital, liowf.ver applied, means arrested progress. Ut

the twentv-two years comprising this industrial pe-

riod 188.5 and 1886 witnessed the largest introduc-

tion'of capital, viz.: £11,470,807 in the forjner and

£10 028,952 in the latter year. It is, therefore, not

astonishing to find that the value of domestic

produce exported in those two years, when compared

with populati^ a, was less than in any other year.

In spite, however, of the drawbacks ]ust indicated

flowing from an unnecessary and at times a w-asteful

expenditure of public money, and the introduction

of private money beyond its requirements, ISew feouth

Wales made substantial progress. At no period, ex-

cept in the five golden years, 1853-57 were wages

60 high, and in no period was the purchasing power

of Tifnnev so creat. The tide of improvement had

reached its hiyhcbt level during ilie years lbo--b^,
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and began to recede in 1886, when employment be-

came difficult to obtain and wages began to fall.

In 1880-87, work in some of the southern district

collieries was suspended for nearly twelve mouths

owing to strikes and disputes; in 1888 and 1889 tho

completion of various largf^ public undertakings and

the failure of tho public revenue led to a reduc-

tion of expenditure on works to the extent of three

million sterling. Thi.s meant the throwing out of

employment of some 15,000 men, a not inconsiderable

portion of the unskilled lalwur of the country. To

mitigate the distress conseiiuent on tlie inability of

the community to absorb so much labour suddenly

thrust upon it', the Government started relie^ works,

and an expenditure of £387,000 wa.- incurred upon

them before they were abandoned. TJp to the end

of 1891 there was little reduction in the nominal

rate of wages in skilled trades, though for unskilled

labour the rates experienced a decided decline. In

1893 there was a heavy fall all around, and the

second half of that year marks the beginning of a

new period under vastly changed conditions. Be-

tween the averasre of the first and that of the second

half of 1S93 there was a fall of about ten per cent,

in th^. wages of mechanics, and a somcwdiat greater

fall in tho wages of unskilled labourers. In 1894

there was no further fall, but employment became

more restricted. In 1895, however, there was an-

other drop, the wages of the year averaging for

skilled workmen twenty-two per cent, below the rates

of 1892, and for unskilled labourers about seventeen

and one-half per cent. During 1896 wages in sev-

eral trades rose, and since ^hen there have been

some further advances, and generally more regular

employment than at any time since the bank crisis.
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In 1898 employment in the building trades was

plentiful and the wages of
-^^X""'' t't^""?^.^^

allied trades rose to a point they h^^not reacted

since 1889. One result of the crisis of 1893 has

been le stoppage of nearly all forms of speeula-

tfve actlvityfon the other hand there have been

;:;;ortant fining developni^^s and a marked ex-

r imder ^Sp ^^^slncr^^^ hyl^O^OOO acres,

and the output of gold by 190,000 ounces.

Victoria.

The condition of wages in Victoria mav best bo

described by reference to a few selected trades viz

masons, plasterers, b^^^layers, carpenters black

smiths and farm labourers. At the beginning of this

period the wages of the building trades had s-

ablished themselves at about ten pe^ ^.^n^. per day,

being an advance of perhaps two shil ings a daj

over'the rates of 1865, while farm hands were paid

from 15 to 20 shilling a week as compared with 13

XoVo shillings per week in 1SG5 Durxng the five

years from 1870 to 1875 wages steadily improved,

£ that few masons would work for l-s than e even

shillings per day, while many received as h gl a

wage as twelve shillings; carpenters rece.'ed ten

shillings and eleven shillings, according to skill, and

bklKiths ten to thirteen shillings; most other

building trades averaged ten shillings ^ day- T'am

labourt-r. were paid about Hs. 6d. a week w th board

ind lodging, and this remained the standard wage

or tweVyea-. From 1870 to.l890 -ges iv.

maiucd fairly steady, but of the scries 1883 to IciST

i
I i- IT
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were perhaps the best years. In 1891 there were

eiguB of a fall, altlioiigh the nominal rates of previ-

ous years were still quoted by the trades organisa-

tions. In 1892 the actual wages paid were ten per

cent, less than in 1891, while in 1893 there was a fur-

ther decline, making the total fall in two years from

thirty to thirty-five per cent. The wages paid per

day in 1893 to stone-masons and f'lsterers were 7s,

8d., to bricklayers and carpenter; '")S. 8d., but for

blacksmiths the reduction was not so great, the nomi-

nal wages being about 10s. per day. There was a

further decline in the wages of plasterers and of

some other trades, but generally speaking up to the

end of 1897 the lower level of wages establislud for

skilled trades in 1893 has been maintained. Farm
hands maintained the wages paid in 1891 up to 189-1,

but in the succ(x;ding year the rates current fell from

between 15s. and 20s. to between 12s. Gd. and 159.

jier week with board and lodging. The wages of

farm hands in 1897 were nlmost the same as paid in

18G5, while the pay of skilled tradesmen with the ex-

ception of a few trades were lower even than those of

the year named. There is, however, another view of

the case. The purchasing power of wages was much
greater at the end of the period than at the begin-

ning, the fall in prices from 1805 to 1898 being

over forty per cent., and from 1870 nearly twenty-

seven per cent., so that one pound in 1898 would pur-

chase as nnicli as £1, 13s. 4d. in 18ri5, or as much as

£1, 73. 5d. in 1870, and a wage of Os. 8d. per day in

1898 would be equivalent to over lis. in 18G5, and

Os. in 187C.

The period from 1875 to 1890 was one of great

prosperity amongst the working population of the

colony
J

wages were high and emplo-iTuent was
2 a
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easy to obtain. Even as la,te as 1S91. when there

were symptoms of a chan-c in industrial conditions

and a 'restriction in the expenditure of capital, tho

unemployed numbered only about four and one-

lialf per ecnt. of the breadwinners of the colony.

From 1871 to 1S81 there was marked progress in

agriculture, the breadth of land under crop being

advanced by some 000,000 acres, while the propor-

tion cultivated per inhabitant was increased from a

little over one acre to nearly an aero and three-

quarters. From 1881 to 1891 the area cultivated

per inhabitant remained constant, but as the popu-

lation had increased there was considerable ext-.n-

sion in the total area devoted to the plough. There

has of late vears been a marked addition both to the

area cultivated and to the average per inhabitant:

the improvement, however, has been mainly since

18')3 when the great crisis in banking occurred, ihc

events of that 'disastrous period brought the coun-

try face to face with the necessity of increasing its

production, and the result has been an attention to

agriculture, dairying and allied pursuits, which

w^is absent in the days of inflation before the cnsis

Previous to ISTl all the colonics lacked capital

for their development ; even the expenditure of the

State Government from the proceeds of e^xtornal

loans was much below what the conditions of settle-

ment Avould have warranted. Jn the five years 1871

to 1875 the Victorian Government and the various

local Governments of the colony introduced £3,352,-

000 obtained bv floating loans in England, and

durin<' the sam'e period a little over £1,000.000

was brouirht to the colony by immigrants who made

Victoria their permanent abode. A good deal of

private capital was sent to the colony, but a stm

* \\
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larffcr sum was sent away by residents for invest-

ment chiefly to the neighbouring colonics, and with-

drawn, from investments by non-residents. The ex-

fess of investments outside the colony and witli-

drawals of capital over money sent for investment

on private account was about £1,400,000, so that

during the five yiiirs the colony received about

£l,9r)(),000, a sum which was readily al)sorbod.

During the next iive years (187U-18.S0) the Gov-

ernment imported £5, '229,000, and persons taking

up their abode in Victoria brought with them

£1,000,000; there was also an excess of capital

introduced over withdrawals of other capital on

private account to the extent of £300,000, so that the

actual anumnt of capital introduced was £7,120,000,

a large sura, but not beyond the growing requirements

of the colony.

From 1881 to 1885 the Government and local

bodies raised loans to the extent of £8,519,000: the

immigration to the colony was not large, but it is

computed that £2,918,000 was introduced into Vic-

toria by persons taking up their abode there: there

were also large introductions of capital on private

account aggregating about £1,(>00.000 in excess of

witb.drawals in the same period. The total amount

of capital brought to the colony was £13,000,000,

which gives an average of £2,600,000 a year for the

five years. There can be no doubt that even this

large sum could be readily i id advantageously em-

phn-ed in the colony, if applied to productive pur-

suits, but in this period was begun the over-s]iecula-

tion in land values which ended so disastrously a few

years later.

The five years 188(5-1890 markod a very extra-

ordinary period iu the liistory of Victona. The
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Government, wliielv had been for somo^ time in-

creasing its expenditure, obtained over £17,000,000;

while on ])rivate account more than twice tliat sum

was poured into the colony. It is estimated that in

the five years f54,T!>0,000 was introduced, of which

onlv £0,'000,000 was accompanied by persons per-

manently settlinf,' in the colony. So prodigious a

sum could not be liealthily absorbed. Land spec-

ulations became very rife, and values rose enor-

mously. In 1.SS4 the total value uf property in ^Mel-

bourne and the various towns and boroughs rateal)!!;

for local government piirjioses was £41,000,000;

five years later, that is in 18S9, the same property

stood at £S5.000,000, and in 1^01 a maximum of

£91,000,000 was reached. The increase in rating

value between 1884 and 1S^!) was at the rate of

twenty per cent, per an; uni, and it was on tlie basis of

such increasing prices that properties changed hands.

The unsubstantial nature of the increase was found

when the banking crisis occurred. From 1891 to

1890 there was a decline in the capital value of rate-

able propcrtv in ]\[elbourne and the various towns

and boroughs from £91,000,000 to £00,000,000.

Since 1890 there has been a slight advance, the as-

sessment of a later year showing a total of £08,000,-

000. The inflation of values was not confined to Mel-

bourne or to Victoria; on the contrary it extended

to all the provinces except Xew Zealand and West-

em Australia, but Melbourne being the centre of

Australasian finance was natur.ally most affected.

Thn introduction of capital into Victoria con-

tinued until the Bank crisis of 189^. The sxims ob-

tained by the Government and local bodies from

England^nmounted to £0,.''>00,000 in the years 1891

and 1SU2. Private capiial to the amount of
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£S,OfiO,00() also niielud the colony fitlior by wiili-

(Irawal of outside investments or by further adili-

tions to tlie already hirf.'e (h'liodts obtained in

Kni^hmd by tlie banks. The Bank crisis so often

alindod to in these paj^es occurred in 1S'.)3, and tlio

importation of capital both by the State and by finan-

cial institutions has since dropped to very inoderalo

dimensions; indeed the Govcrniuent has practically

cnascd to borrow in [.ondon.

The profjress of Victoria up t'. the bei^iMiiiiii;' of

the over-spiculatiou in land was very steady. In

1H71 the land under ploui,'li was S.")l,(lO() acres; ten

vears later the acreajre was nearly doubled ; in T>i>1

'it wns 2,110,000, and in ISOO only a little short ot"

3,2.'iO.OOO acres. This indicates great progress,

and the development of agriculture, ilairyiiig and

mining, which too', place even in the time of the

boom, when matters wire essentially unsound, was

so substantial that when the financial crash came the

col(jny was able 1o sustain the shock and make a

60un(i and complete recovery. It may in truth be

said that when the people of MelJ)0urne were en-

aced awav from the maxims of sound progress, the

rest of tlic colony contented itself with steady work

on sound lines, with the result, that beyond a short

period of inconvenience, it suffered very little from

the linaucial disLurbauce of the ^letropolis.
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CTIAPTKR XXXVII.

KIXTir IMiUSTiaAL PEUIOI), l!5T2 -1^03.

Qri:i:.Nsi.ANi>, south Australia, Tasmania, \xn

WKSTKHN AUSl'KAI.IA.

TuE conditiona of ciuployinoiit througliout Aus-

tralia are sucli that a .loinan.l for labour or tlio

pn'valrnco of liighor wa.ccs in any part of the con-

tih-nt spoodilv attracts labour from ather parta, and

this is not atTc'ct.'d by the fact that the lak.ur centres

are v^ry far distant from ono anothor. Going from

north to south, Brisbane is r,30 miles distant frnm

Sv.lnev bv the ordinary moans of fommuincation.

Fnmx'Svdnev to Mclbonrno by water is 700 miles,

and from Melbourne to llobart 4S0 miles. Going

wesiwar.1, Adelaide is COO miles from Melbourne

and Perfli l.GOO miles fn.iu Adelaide; nevertheless

a demand for labour in W.-t-ru Australia .speedily

attracts labo\irer3 from Adelaide, mdbourne ami

even remote Svdnev. At shearing time, when labour

is in great demand nn the sheep runs of Xew boutli

^Yales and Queensland, there is an annual migra-

tion to these colonies from their southern neigh-

lK.iirs and New Zealand of labourers who return

when the season is over. Sueh being the mobile

conditions of labour, it will be readily understood

that the industrial conditions obtaining in the two

nreat colonies of Xew South Wales and Victoria

will be reflected iu the other members of the group,
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at all L'vciita iu thosc uveuues of eiiiploytacul tmt en-

tirely (Icpemlciit im tlii! variaMc rtsulu-n of the m'h-

sons. Wliut, fill rct"(*rt', lia.T U'oa .said of New Scfifh

Wak'9 and Viotoria is in a certain sciiw mnjli-'ablc

to Queensland, Hontli Australia and 'ra^nuinia. not,

iiowovur, to Western Australia, wliere labour con-

ditions liavo been subject to dilTercnt intlucnccb.

Queensland.

During; ,'iole period the Tuatprial proprcss

of (Queens.and was very satisfactory. The neces-

sity for {)o|iulation was such that, in spite of protests

from the IJrisbanu trades, the Govennnent contin-

ued to maintain a vii^orous imniigralion policy.

Tho most ready, if not the most exact, means of

paugiufj tlie extent ol" tho |)roffress of the colony aro

the trade returns, and takincj exports and imi)ort«i

topcthor, their value in ISTt was i;i,32-2.Tl<>, in

ISSl £7,r)0,'],901, in isni £l;5,r,Sl,:]f)1, and in 1.S98

£16,863,"9.']. Those i:„'ures are an ehxpiont tribute

to tho condition of a rountrv numbering less than

half a million iidiabitants, and are the outcome of

the vast ami systematic development of its pastoral

and mininj? resources joined to fair proirrcss in agri-

culture. Tho peculiar features of the industrial

pro,i;res3 of Quuonsland have been already alluded

to in the general history of the colony. It may bo

well to refer again to the existence of tho coloured

labour element, in the persons of some S.C<00 Pa-

cific Islanders, 7,S00 Chinese, and ".fiOO other

Asiatics. Tho total 20,000, it is true, amounts to

only about four and a quarter per cent, of the wholo

population, but of this total only S'lO are females and

tho 19,150 iualcc are luuiiily adult;, and rcprcsout
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about cleveu per cent, of the males over fifteen years

of age.

From 1870 up to about 1884 wages generally

were improving in both the town and country dis-

tricts of Queensland ; then for a few years they re-

mained stationary, the first symptoms of a fall be-

ing visible in 1891. In 1893, the year of the Bank

failures, the decline became pronounced, and in

the following year the rates settled still lower—car-

penters who received eleven shillings a day in 1892

were i)aid ten shillings in 1893, and the following

year about eight shillings a day was the recognised

wage. Most other mechanical trades were similarly

affected, but the wages of general labourers, w'hich

were reduced in 1891 from 6s. to 5s. Gd., and from

7s. fid. to 7s. according to competency, were not ma-

terially affected in more recent years. The indus-

trial condition of Queensland was very much m-

fluenced during this period by the introduction of

capital from abroad. In the earlier years the sums

introduced were large, but not be>ond the capacity

of the colunv to absorb. During the five years

1871-75, the'Government raised £2,389,000 in Eng-

land, and private capital to the extent of £1,940,000

was also introduced, making a total of £4,329,000.

In the next five years, 1876-80, Queensland re-

ceived £8,028,000, an enormous sum, considering

that the popi.lation was not more than 150,000. The

money imported by the Government was £4,195,000,

and that invpsted by private persons £3,383,000.

Large as was the sum imported by the Queensland

Government, it was small by comparison with that

obtained by ^cw Zealand, and the facility with

which the latlor cloiiy was able to raise money on

loan was au object lesoon uot lost on tJie other
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colonies. During the five years 1881-85, the Gov-

ernment of Queensland obtained £0,309,000 from

London, while private investments in the same

period amounted to £13,291,000, a sum altogether

beyond the natural requirements of a population of a

quarter of a million. Included in the private invest-

ments, however, is the sum of £4,430,000 introduced

by immigrants taking up their abode permanently

in the colony. The large sum obtained by the Gov-

ernment was, however, exceeded in the live years

(1886--90) as its loan expenditure mounted up to

£8,793,000. The private capital introduced, liow-

ever, fell off largely; tL sum received, allowing for

withdrawals to the amount of £3,300,000, was

£2,362,000. Queensland had now received as much
private capital as it could conveniently employ, per-

haps more than sufficient, as during 1891 and 1893

the colony for the first time in its history showed a

withdrawal of capital to the extent of £3,928,000

in excess of capital received on private account. The
Government, liowever, were still borrowers, and in-

troduced £1,917,000, so that the net withdrawal of

capital amounted to only £2,011,000. This record

is not extended beyond 1892, as the following year

was one of utter financial confusion, which baffles

any attempts ,to trace the movements of private

capital. It may, however, be noted that the debt

of the Queensland Government amounts, according

to the latest figures, to £33,600,000, and tlie sums in-

vested on private account to £20,050,000. The posi-

tion of Queensland in regard to outside investors is,

in a large measure, disclosed by the returns relating

to external trade. The imports of the colony for

1898 amounterl to £6,007,200, and the export? to

£10,850,127, showing an excess uf e.^porls ec^uul to
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and the repa.ynient of inUcbtedness or

•i^ 1 TVin last two items nave oi mii' j"-"

iQoj_oft it i<; stated tliat tiUji."-","""

e:r;i^Sart;!;4tror rcpaul h^^horrowc^

and it is a tribute to the resonrces and sta^ hty of

colony that this withdravval shonhl hp-

with so small a disturbance to its 1.

No member of the Australian grou

population for their proper development.

South Auslralia.

has been the means of^f^^^^^PPg^^^th Wales, and

five years 1871-75, although the Government of Ue
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colony obtained £1, 722,000, it would appear that

private money flowed out of the colony to the extent

of £2,661,000, much of this being invested in South

and West Queenbland. A similar condition of affairs

obtained in the next five years (1876-80). The Gov-

ernment borrowed in England very largely, £5,217,-

000 be'" g thus obtained, while private investments

outside the colony and withdrawals of capitalon pay-

ment of private loans exceeded the capital introduced

by £1,044,000. During the years 1881-85 the Gov-

ernmeufc continued borrowing, £5,895,000 being

raised and expended in that period; there was also

an importation of private capital to the ey.tcnt of

£1,000,000 or thereabouts. In the next five years,

1886-90, the Government was still a borrower, ob-

taining the large sum of £5,693,000, but private

investments were made by South Australian capi-

talists, outside their own province, to such an extent,

that the export of capital on private account cx-

coedcd the import to the amount of £3,348,000. The

Broken Hill silver fields were discoverod in 1883,

and the very extensive developments which almost

immediately took place were due, in no slight degree,

to South Australian enterprise and speculation. The

importance of the Barrier traffic, as it is called, to

South Australia may be judged from the fact that

out of a total import trade of £7,120,385 m 1897,

£1,008,119 represented goods from over sea passing

through the province on their way to Broken llill

and the western district of Xew South Wales, and

£2.243,071 goods exported from the same district.«i

and" passing through South Australia ou their way

to the sea.

Under the stimulating influence of the borrowing

policy of the Govermueut, wages rose, bat ihuie have

JSXS^fi
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never been the preat extremes in wages in South Aus-

tralia which have beeu found in New South \\ale3

and Victoria. Stonemasons, whose wages in l»iU

were eight shillings a day, did not average more

than nine shillings and six pence, even in tlie most

flourishing period of the following thirty years and

received this wage for only a few years (18<.v-S4).

The current wage is now nine shillings a day, wlucli

rate has been the average for some ten years, ilic

rates for carpenters arc ako higher than they were

thirtv vears aco, but, as in the other trades, wages

have suffered alteration, from time to time, through

the dearth of hands, due to the attractions first ot

Broken Hill and latterly of Western Australia. Ihn

day labourer now receives six shillings per day,

^vhieh is as hinh as his wages in 1870, and his lot

must be considered as greatly improved, seeing that

the prices of all necessaries have fallen greatly dur-

in" the interval. The highest wages earned by day-

labourers were paid in lS7-i and 1875, the rate

being 7s. Gd. per day; from 1875 to 1891 wages were

generally fis. Gd., but seven shillings were paid in

some years; from 1891 onward the prevailin<i rate

has been six shillings.

Tasmania.

Ta'^mania is one of the least indebted of tho

Australian L'roup, nevertheless the island colony

has had a fair slinre of attention from British and

foreign capitalists. From 1871 to 1875 it received

about £1,210,000, of which £220,000 was introduced

iiv the State, and nearly a million by private persons,

vhich must be considerod a very considerable sum ui

view uf llic Biiiuliueis o£ ihc jjooulation. During
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the next five years the borrowing was on a very moder-

ate scale, the Government obtaining £G71,000 and

private inves,tments amounting to only £283,000.

Trom 1881 to 1885 the investments on private ac-

coimt continued small, not exceeding £125,000,

which includes moneys introduced by persons taking

up their abode iu the country; in the same period

th^ Governmental borrowings reached £1,405,000.

During the next five years tho Government of Tas-

mania was well represented in the struggle^ for

British money, the State importation being £2,557,-

000, and tho investment by private persons £570,000

;

of this last sum, however, £85,000 was introduced by

persons taking up their residence iu the colony.

Tliero was no cessation of borrowing on the part of

tlie Government during the years following 1890,

but for a time private investments in Tasmania prac-

tically ceased. The large developments in mining on

the west coast in 189.'] and subsequent years caused a

fr. sh demand for capital which was fully obtained.

The adult male population of Tasmania is so snmll

in number that no industries on a large scale exist,

and no occupations can be cited as typical of the

coloiiv. Speaking generally, it may be said_ that

1870"^was the lowest point touched ry Tasmania in-

dustriallv and commercially; from 1870 wages

steadilv improved (helped in 1883 by the discoveries

of gold and tin) until 1803, when the banking crisis

affected all phases of business and wagos fell to a

lower point even than in 1870; but it was a tem-

porary check, for wages have again tended upwards,

and all forms of industry are now en a soiJider foot-

ing than at any formc.v period.
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Western Australia.

The position of Western Australia has always

been very different to that of the easter.i colonies.

The only colony with which a parallel can be es-

tablished is Nevv South Wales. Both colonies had

a long period when bond labour was the principal

industrial element, and in both colonies the ol<J
o™er

of things was radically changed by the gold dis-

coveries. Their parallelism is, however, more ap-

parent than real. New South Wales began its his-

tory with a bond population and gladly freed itself

from the incubus, whereas Western Australia ac-

cepted the position of a penal colony after it had

existed for thirty years as a free settlement, ^ew

South Wales had its population recruited from the

earliest davs bv a large stream of immigration, where-

as immigrants came to the western colony in large

numbers only on the discovery of gold. It is true

that the gold discoveries very materially altectert bo.tu

colonies, but in Xew South Wales gold seeking was

for a verv short period the principal industry and

Bpeedilv fell in importance not only below grazing

and agriculture but bolow other industries, and lat-

terlv below other forms of mining, whereas in ^\est-

em Australia the search for gold is not only ihe most

important industry now carried on in the colony, but

is likelv to remain its chief source of wealth.
_

Dnrinrr the vears that Western Australia remained

a penal colony the opportunities of free labour were

very limited; but, notwithstanding the fact that for

a time the withdrawal of Imperial expenditure in

eonnection with convicts adversely affected trade

•md crippled vnrimis <>stablisbod industries, the aboli-

iion of trau&portation had in the end a beuchcial
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effect on labour generally. Up to the year 187-1

wages had remained for many years without per-

ceptible movement, but in 1875 there was a distinct

improvement in all classes of labour, and the im-

proved rate of wages was maintained until the gold

discoveries, when a rapid advance was experienced

almost in every trade. The effect on wages cannot

of course be gauged by the total production of gold,

but the value of the precious metal exported Avill

give some indication of the impetus whicli trade

experienced under the stimulating influence of the

gold discoveries. The exports of gold were

:

1S91 £115,182

1892 22(5.284

1893 421,385

1894 787,099

1895 879,748

1890 £1.06S,Rn8

1897 2.564.977

18U8 a,yi)o,cu3

It was the gold discoveries alone which brought

capital to Western Australia. From 1871 to 1875

the money imported was in round numbers about

£400,000,' but nearly all on account of the Govern-

ment. During the next five years, 1876-80, there

^vas a withdrawal of capital on private account es-

timated at £161,000, but as the Government borrowed

£365,000 there was actually a net importation of

£204,000. From 1881 to 1885 more attention was

devoted to Western Australia by capitalists, and as

the Government continued to borrow in small sums

the total capital imported was larger than previously.

The importation bv the Government in these years

amounted to £463,000 and on private ncconnt £265,-

000, making r- total of £728,000. The five years

opening with i 86 saw an entire change in the in-

dustrial r di'.ion of the country. Gold was d'i-
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covered at Yilgarn in 1887, and though tho early

finds at Eeniiin and Golden Valley were of httle

value thev led to the discovery of a permanent field

at Southern Cross, a few miles to the southward.

Then came the discoveries at Mallina on the west

coast, where a considerable tract of country was

proved to be auriferous, and the rich alluvial dis-

coveries on the Ashburton. Early in 1891 some

very rich gold-bearing stone was unearthed on the

Upper Murchison ; the finds attracted a large number

of men and several splendid reefs were discovered

and a large quantity of alluvial gold won. In the

following vcar a most extraordinary and sensational

discovery of gold was made by a man named Bayloy

at a point about one hxmdred miles east of Southern

Cross. These, and the further extensive discoveries

which immediately followed, gave a wonderful im-

petus to the colony—in 1890, Western Australia in-

cluded only 4G,290 inhabitants; in 1900, the num-

ber was 171,022, an increase due entirely to the gold

discoveries.

The shipping arriving at the ports of the colony

in 18G1 had a tonnage of 57,450—30 slow was the

progress of the country that the tonnage in 1871 was

not more than G3,922. Ten years later 145,048

tons of shipping entered West Australian ports and

533,433 tons in 1891, but in 1898 the figures stood

at 1,199.894 tons, not indeed all due to the expansion

of tiie local trade but largely the result of it. The

imports in 1861 were valued at £147,913, which

represents less than £9, 10s. per inhabitant; ten

years later it was even less per inhabitant, aggregat-

ing only £220,000 In 1881 there was evidence of

growth, as the imports per head were valued at

i;i3 14s. 3d. ; but the- total did not yet reach MOj,-

»Mli .



BIXTH INDUSTRIAL PERIOD, 1872-189!?. 405

000 ; a very diflft'rent condition of trade is displayed

b_y thd figures of 1891 and subsequent years, for the

imports in the year namc.l rose to £1,208,093 or £2r>,

2s. 5d. per inhabitant, and in 1898 to £.5.241,905 or

£31, 15s. 4d. perinhabitant, a sum not approachedby
any other niomber of ttio group. Very much tho

same talc is disclosed by the figures of exports, aa

the following summary shows.

TutaL Per Inliabttnnt

£ £ s. d.

1861 95,789 6 2 10

1873 209.196 8 6 11

1881 502.770 17 8
1891 799.1f-6 15 13

1898 4,900,006 80 1 1

The splendid result indicated by the figures last

given is not due to gold alone, for the pastoral and
timber industries have risen in important'^ with the

progress of population, and show every sigu of fur-

tlier e.\pausiou.

2 11
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CHAPTER XXXVIII.

THE OBEAT STRI-" OF 1890 AND THB BROKEN HILt.

TBIKE OF 1892.

The ercat rike, so called from the number of

persons fn«a,ed in it, and the wide area overjhich

i, extended, arose from no smglc cause. Theresas

hat pervading unrest in labour circles so fa al to

friendlv relations between employers and employed,

buttsides general .""-—/-"t^^^^VX'^t
cred '^ev had special causes of complamt. Bet veen

the pastoralists and shearers there w-ere eertam long-

standing difficulties which negotiations had failed

readjust; vhile the officers and seamen of the inter-

colonial Steamers were labouring under a sense of

iniustice due to the non-removal of hardships, the

reiuty of which was admitted even by the steamship

^ThrShoarers'L'nion was a most powerful organisa-

tion with branches in all the eastern colonies, and

t was a serious step when it announced its determina-

on to allow none but union labour to be employed

by pastoralists. The pastoralists, though at the time

by no means so well organised as tbey became later

were equallv deternuned to . mploy whatever labour

7hey might'choose. Th. Shearers' Union had pro-

Sated a set of rules to be obscn^ed in shearins

t i - T],p<,fi tb'^v wishod to impose upon pastoral-

ists, and as early as 1887 they endeavoured to ontorcg
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them, but with little success. The relationship be-

tween the two bodies became increasingly strained

from 1887 onwards, although several attempts wero
made to brinj;; about an understanding^. In 1889 a

Committee of the Pasforalists' Association of Queens-

land met a Committee of the Shearers' Union at

the town of Blachall, and drew up a form of agree-

ment to be ol)served in future, but this agreement was
rejected at the Queensland Shearers' meeting in

January, 1890. The pastoralists then set about

making their annual contracts for shearing during

the coming season without any reference to the

Shearers' Union, and this was met bv an announce-

ment made at Young by the presiden; of the Amal-
gamated Shearers' Union, that the shipping of wool

sheared by non-unionists would be blocked. This

was in May. Further distri'^t conferences were held^

but as neither side was absolutely committed to the

decisions of the conferences, no result followed, nor

did anything come of the meeting in Sydney in July

of the President of the Shearers' Union and the

Secretary of the Pastoralists' Associati n. The
pastoralists demanded that they should be allowed to

shear their sheep under their own agreements, during

the coming season, but this was refused by the

shearers, and as neither side would give way a strike

was inevitable.

The wharf labourers appeared to hold the key of

the situation, and any uncertainty as to their action

was dispelled by the official announcement that the

Wharf Labourers' Union had decided not to handle

wool shorn by non-unionists. To prepare for event-

ualities, a number of trades unions in sympathy with

the shearers formed a strike committee, and its first

step •as, 18th Augus to call the wharf
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labourers. The . inployera, however, were • ^t idl<,
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strike funds, besides alienating public sj-mpathy

from the cause of the strikers.

Gangs Df men were appointed by the strike com-

mittee to watch the w^-arves and prevent non-union-

Sts reaching them, but this form of picketing was

n altog ^hl successful, as the free labourers were

?„ many cases provided with food and shelter upon

he wharves, and remained there while the etnko

lasted The strikers were able, however, to effect

llmost the entire suspension of the -tercolonia

steamer traffic, but it soon became evident that time

was working on the side of the employers, and that

The longer a settlement was delayed the les« chance

.n^s there of the dispute being settled favourably to

*^
AUhTbeginning, the strike was conducted without

any show of violence, but it was soon manifest that

unless special precautions were exercised yery Sreat

disorderf would ensue. The authorities i" all the

colonies, therefore, took
"^^^f

^%^« P'T^t We
tional police protection; in New South Wales large

u,imbers of special constables were sworn in.

The first seriou? disturbance occurred at JSew

castle, where a dray luden with flour belonging to

an unpopular employer was upse and an attack

made on the wharJes of the Australian Agricultural

Companv. This attack was repelled by the police

Tn spite^f the picketing many yc.els were loaded

by non-unionists, much to the indignation of tl e

strikers but in spite of the precautions taken by the

police, free labourers, as they began to be called, were

frequently assaulted in the streets of the cities, and in

.nme ca^s men at work were so severely mpred as

to be compelled to relinquish their occupation. In

Sydney carting through the atreets became unpoo-

.1 >;

'.a u'i
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Bible owing to the intimidation of the strikers, and

free labourers were compelled either to abandon their

work or sleep on the wharves. To break the block-

ade, persons connected with the shipping of wool

organised a train of trollies with volunteer drivers

to proceed with loads of wool from the Darling

Harbour Railway terminus to the Circular Quay.

Nine trollies started with a guard of mounted and

foot police. A dense crowd gathered and at several

points attempted to block the teams; in the fight

which ensued several of the drivers and police were

injured. When the wool reached the Circular Quay,

the disorder became so great that the authorities

found it necessary to read the Riot Act, and the

crowd was dispersed by the mounted police, a few

arrests being made. This was the culminating point

of the disturbances in Sydney, as three days after-

wards the wool was carried through the streets with-

out molestation. In the coal-mining districts there

still continued a great deal of intimidation. On the

29th September, there was a serious attack made

upon non-unionists at Greta, and on 9th October,

the military and police had to be sent to Bulli to pro-

tect the free labourers. The laat important act in the

drama of the great strike Avas the calling out of the

union shearers ; this occurred at the end of Septem-

ber. The Queensland labour federation, however,

ordered the execution of all existing contracts, and

the Queensland shearers returned to their work, after

being out on strike for a week.

After a little while it was found possible in other

trades to fill the places vacated by the strikers, and

though the strike continued for a month longer, not

terminating until the 9th November, it was evident

that, with the return to work of the Queensland
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shearers, the cause of trades unionism was, for the

time, defeated.

The shearers ware by no means contented to accept

their defeat as a final solution of their trouble with

the pastoralists, nor weie the latter disposed to allow

tlie matter to rest, but determined to improve their

victory. Soon after the events just narrated

the Pastoralists' Union in the eastern colo-ies be-

came federated, and felt themselves strong enough

to impose their own conditions upon the shearers.

Accordingly they drew up an agreement which they

expected all shearers in their employ to sign. This

agreement was rejected by the Shearers' Union in

January, 1891, and the pastoralists in consequence

determined to employ free labour, entirely ignoring

the union. The Queensland shearers refused to

work under the pastoralists' agreement, and in New

South Wales the local union resolved to take no part

in the shearing, unless the employers would consent

to employ only union labour. To tins the pastoral-

ists refused to agree. "Victoria remained unaffected

by the events of the year, and in South Australia a

conference was callcd'of the two unions, and the right

of pastoralists to use free labour was conceded.

The chief events of the shearers' strike of 1891

occurred in Queensland, where the earliest shearing

in Australasia is done. The strikers established

camps in various localities, where the men could bo

supported at the minimum of cost; and by this

means, aided by contributions from the trades unions

of tlte other eolonies, the shearers maintained their

position for about five months. The pastoralists

proceeded to obtain the necessary labour from the

pouthem colonies, eapccially from Victoria. Every

eadeavour was madi; by the strikers to prevent theso



THE GREAT STUIKE OF 1890. 413

men from reaching their destinations, and armed
mobs travelled about the country intimidating the

free labourers, and burning and destroying the prop-

erty of the pastoralists. It was soon found necessary

by the Government to draft police and military to

the disturbed districts, for the protection of the

labourers seeking work, and for the security of prop
erty. The country was very much like as if it were

in insurrection. At one station it was found neces-

sary to read the Riot Act, and twenty-one men were
arrested on a charge of arson and conspiracy. In
many places grass was fired, fences destroyed, and
attempts made to burn station buildings. At Bar-

caldine a thousand armed mon were gathered to-

gether in one camp, and forcible measures were em-
ployed by them to arrest free labourers and rest.ai'.

them from working. The most inflammatory

speeches were made by some of the managers of the

Barcaldine camp, and the wildest talk indulged in

as regards incendiarism, resistance to the Govern-

ment, and a general revolution. Attempts wore

made at the timo, and since, to connect the leaders

of the unions with these wild vapourings, for which

they were no more responsible than wqvq the pastor-

alists for the persons on the side of the employers

who indulged in rabid utterances of an opposite

kind.

During the proiiress of the strike in Queensland

the Government determined to arrest the Barcpldir.o

strike committee on the cliarge of conspiracy by
threats, intimidation, and violence to induce labcar-

ers to depart from tlicir hire, etc. Thes- acts were

penal, and the members of the committee were con-

victed and sentenced to three years' imprisonment;

other less important oflfenders were also arrested,
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convicted, and sentenced to shorter terrn^ of im-

^"STq^ensland Government stood firm against

the amed 8 rikers, many of whom were not citizens

Sthe^olonv and arrests continued to be made dur-

continue the .trike, which ^vas

"'^"f
'"^^y 7' f™

:f.-:tL"irnnac^Ah^^s.r'^^^^^^^^^^

me. „„
THE BROKEN HILL STRIKE.

In July, 1802, there was consideraWe fricHon

t . +1.0 ininp owners at Broken HiU, m i>ew

SouTwaJes ami th mTners. The owners expressed

fhemse^es dissatisfied with the amount of work done

TZfforitt^^^t^inie the contract syst^n.

The r^fners belonRod to a very powerful asf^;«\\?"

iMc^hTd ohtainfd concessions of a very subs a^^al

character from tbeir employers and Uje^a. c.at^

^

declined to submit to the c^^^;^^^
^^^

poneral strike ensued
l^J^^J^^^^^,^ ,,a pickets

:;^^S^liIdV the :nine^ alon, Uie whole^o

The boundaries of the P"V^'^'\u"'' nn^^of the
In ild mss into a mine without the consent of the

"w<r«nd frequent assaults were made on officers

. iki'
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o^^'ncrs for a conference, which was refused until all

Zp kets were withdrawn. To withdraw the picl.

^ts was to allow free labour to be brought in, and

ter: wete I large nun.ber of men both n Adelaide

and in Melbourne ready to go to Broken HiU ^
they

could do so free from molestation. Iho miners

therefore refused to withdraw their pickets. After

waiting some we.ks the directors of the chief mn^

began to bring up free labourers to work the mines

on the terms refused by the unions On ^evtemhev

11th, a special train arrived from Adelaide bringing

a number of non-unionists under a strong poli^^ es-

cort A large crowd assembled to receive the free

laboureis and stones were thrown at the train anu

a few pistol shots fired, but under the protection of

the police the men were conveyed safely from tho

train to the mine. Next day about one Inindred ad-

ditional police were sent to Broken Hill, and under

their protection a large number of free labourers

lere brought up and those were allowed to proceed

to the mine without hindrance from the striker.

It soon became evident that the supply of labo

m

available to the mine owners was so groat, that it the

xninors on strike did not quickly come^to terms, there

Wd be no places left for them. Many members

of the union therefore began to accept employment

on the terms offered, though a "^inonty remained

implacable and held out till the strike collapsed m
November, 1^02.

On account of tho outrages committed on non-

nnionists, the Government ordered the arrest of tho

momhers of the defence or strike committee on the

ground that they had incite.l tho sinkers to commit

breaches of the peace. Six of the .ondors were

brougbt to trial in September, 1892, on a charge of
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inciting to riot, found guilty, and sentenced to terms

of imprisonment ranging from three months to two

years The verdict of the jury and the sentences

were received with great indignation by unionists,

not only in Broken Hill, but throughout the country,

and a great deal of pressure was brought to bear upon

the Ministry to release the prisoners, but bir treorge

Dibbs, who was premier at the time, was inexoraole.

The prisoners were compelled to serve part of their

sentences, those with the longer terms not being re-

leased for sixteen months. That the miners of

Broken Hill and the district considered the conviction

of the strike committee unjust may be gathered from

the fact that two of the leading members of the com-

mittee who were convicted now represent the district

in Parliament.



PART NINE.

AUSTRALASIA OF TO-DAY.

CHAPTER XXXIX.

FEDERATION.

Tni! dosh-ability of federating the various Aus-

tralian colonies did not escape the attention of those

who planned its first free Constitution. On the con-

trarv, the proposal to divide the continent into selt-

lovoVning provinces was accompanied by a plan for

bringing them together for certain national purposes

uTfortfnately the proposals in regard to federat.oa

did not appear to the colonists to be so urgent as to

r quire to^be immediately dealt with, -djere there-

fore postponed to that more convenient season xNhich

however, never arrived. The evil of want of un on

became ncreasingly evident as the colonies expanded

in population and wealth, hut the provincial feeling

was ako very strong, and the first steps towards union

Tame from the necessities of the Governments rather

thZ f om popular feeling. The {^^^fV^ r!i

federation was the recognition of the dosirabili
„,

o

having a loose sort of union for certain purposes, out

o? whih sprang the idea of a federal Council^ B

manv however, the proposal for a Federal Council

Teemed to be adUrse to the more comprehensive feder-

atir Ultimately aimed at. After much discussion
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and the holding of several conferences, at which the

more important colonies were represented, the ques-

UoTcam^e before the Imperial Parhament which

passed a measure sanctioning the formation of a fed-

eral Council, to which any colony that felt inclined to

do so could send delegates. The first meeting of

the Federal Council was held at Hobart in January,

1886 the colonies of Victoria, Queensland, ias-

mania. Western Australia and Fiji being repre-

Sn?ed iN^ew South Wales, South Australia,, and

New Zealand declined to join, but South Australia

sent delegates to a subsequent meeting. Ihe Coun-

cil held eight meetings, at whicn various u^attera

of intercolonial interest were discussed, \\ithou*

Xew South Wales the Council was doomed to tail-

ure and it can hardly be said that its proceedings

were regarded very seriously, even by thosB who took

Dart in them. The Council was formed as .-. purely

5 llirative -dy, ,
• ^ssing neither funds nor po.-j

ers to put . legisl. ion into force, and it ceased

to exist as soon as federation was an accomplished

^^A more important step toward federation was

taken in February, 1S90, when a Conference con-

sisting of delegates from each of the seven colonies,

met a? Melbourne. The result of the Conference was

the adoption of an Address to the Queen embodying

certain resolutions which affirmed the desirableness

of an early union, under the Crown, on principles

iust to all The Conference sujr-c^te.l that the re-

moter Australasian colonies should \r entitled to ad-

mission to the union upon terms to bn atterwards

Tcreed upon, and recommende-l that steps should

be"akenTor'the appointment of delegates to a Na^

tional Australasian Convention, to consider and re-
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port upon an adequate scheme for a Federal Con-

stitution. , . J 1 i

In accordance with these resolutions, delegates

were appointed by the ditTerent Parliaments, and on

the 2nd March, 1891, the National Australasian

Convention commenced its sittings in the Legislative

Assembly Chambers, Macquarie Street, bydney.

There were forty-five members accredited to the con-

vention, each colony sending seven, with the exception

of New Zealand, which had only three represent-

atives Sir IlenrvParkes was unanimously chosen

as President, and 'Sir Samuel Griffiths, of Queena-

land, as Vice-President.

The procee;'" .gs of the Convention attracted the

greatest attention, not only in the colonies but m
England, and the following resolutions adopted by

the Convention confirmed the principles upon which

the proposed Federal Constitution should be based.

1. The powers and rights of existing colonics to

remain intact, except as regards such powers as it

might be necessary to hand over to the Federal Gov-

ernment.
, . „ 1 J '^^

2 No alteration to be made in State boundaries

without the consent of the Legislatures of such

States, as well as of the Federal Parliament.

3. Trade between the federated colonies to bo

absolutely free.
, -r^ . T^ .• -

4 Power to impose Customs and Excise Duties

to rest with the Federal Government and Parliament.

5. Military and Naval Defence Forces to be under

one command. • ±

6 The Federal Constitution to make provision to

enable each State to make amendments in its Con-

stitution if necessarv for the purposes of Federation.

Further resolutions approved of the framing oi
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a Federal Constitution Nvhich shouM establish a

Senate and a House of Ropresentat.ves-the la ter

to posses'^ the sole pov.er of originating money bills

also a Federal Supreme (^ourt of Appeal, ai d an

Executive consistinK of a Governor-G.noral and such

persons as might be appointed a. bis "<lv,sers On

the principles embodied in these various resolutions

las founded a draft Constitution Bill which wa,

adopted bv the Convention, and recmmonded for

the consideration of the Parliaments and people of

the seven colonies. , , .

The Bill of 1891, though universally admitted to

have been ablv framed, aroused no popular enthu-

siasm ami pnVliamentary .auction to its provisions

vas not sought in any of the colonies. Federation

soon fell in?o the background of politics, although

efforts were made by some of its zealous advocates

to keep the movement from utter collapse.

The^most notable of those efforts was the holding

of a popular unofficial Conference at Corowa>.ew

South Wales, in Mav. 1S94, at which a resolution

aCiing the desirability of a specd^^Fede^.^ Uni^.^

was enthusiastically earned. This Conlcrcnce

served to arouse public interest and enthusiasm and

waTf'dlo^^•<>d by a much more representative gather^

Tg at Bathurst: Kew South Wales, which did a great

deal to fix public attention on the ^^V?r^^r^cooitho

n.ovement. The Bathurst^
^"^r^^^TsOC be ore

did not take place until Xovember, ISOO, betoro

winch .Wc Mr O. 11. Beid, Premier of ISew South

Wnb- b:id rescued the cause from the obscurity to

wluch'lt had been relegated by general apathy. It

w. the opinion of Mr. Reid that a greater measure

of success cnnld l>e secured by enlisting the active

sympathies and aid of the electors, and with that
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object in view he invited the Premiers of the other

colonies to meet in conference for the purpose of de-

vising anotliir scheme. At this Conference, which

was held at Ilolmrt in the beginning of 1895, all the

Australasian colonies except New Zealand were rep-

resented, and each of the Premiers present agreed

to ask his Parliament to pass a Bill enabling the

electors qualilicd to vote for numbers of the Lower

House, to choose ten persons to represent the colony

at a Federal Convent !.)n.

To secure uniformity from the beginning, it was

determined by the Premiers, that the Bills embody-

ing tho determinations of the Conference should bo,

as far as possible, identical in their terms. Parlia-

ment was to bo asked to sanction the holding of an

Australasian Federal Convention to be submitted,

in the first instance, to the local Parliaments for sug-

gested amendments, and, after final adoption by the

Convf^ntion, to the electors of the various colonies

for their approval, by means of tho referendum.

Enabling Acts were passed by the Parliaments of

New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and

Tasmania, but Queensland held aloof from the move-

ment. Delegates to the Convention were elected by

the popular vote in New South Wales, Victoria,

Soivth Australia, and Tasmania, and by the Parlia-

ment of Western Australia.

The first session of the Federal Convention was

opened in Adelaide on the 22nd March, 1807, Mr.

C. C. Kingston, Premier of South Australia, being

elected President; and Sir Richard Baker, President

of the Legislative Council of South Australia, Chair-

man of Committees; while Mr. Edmund Barton,

Q.C., one of the representatives of the mother colony,

and a gentleman who had taken a deep interest io
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the movcn.ent, acted as Leacler of th« Convontion

The Couvei.tion did rot formally adopt 'he i8.»l iJ'H

as the Unh of its work, but followed the genr ar-

rangenicnt of that liill, and acooptiMi many ot ts

provisions. The final meeting o^ the 808 on ^^^i

Lid on the 2;5,dA,.ril,whe,> a draft ConstUuun was

adopted, and at a forn.al nitCing on tlu .
h M. •

tho

Convention adjourned until ti e 2nd Sep, '"ber hav-

ing decided to hold its setoad session r. Sydney

Durinfftlie four months which intervcuod the Bill

was con.iderc-d by the Parlian.oui. of the various

colonies, and numerous amendments were Inid before

the seconl session. While the Conference was sit-

ting in Sydney it was announced that Queensland

desired to come into the proposed union; and in

view of this development, and in order to give f
i
r^

ther opportunitv for the consideration of the B U, the

ConvSion agdn adjourned. The t -rd and h -l

session was opened in Melboiirne on the
'f

th :Tanu-

arv 1898, but the colony of Queensland was ^

H

unrepresented; and, after further consideration, tho

Draft Bill was finally adopted by the Convention on

the 10th :March, for sul.iuission to the people, with

tho stipulation that, if so accepted by three or more

colonies, it should bo transmitted tc the Queen by he

Parliaments of such colonies, v.ith a petition for the

neces'sarv legislative enactment.

The Convention Bill, as it was called proposed

that immediately on tho establishment of the Com-

monwealth the Federal Government shoud assume

Te adm nistration of the departments ot Customs

and Exdse,and,on dates to be after^vards proclaimed,

Zuid also'take over from the States, Posts amlTe .

praphs; Naval and Military Defence; Lighthouses,

Lightships, Beacons auJ Buoys, and Quaraatm..
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and sIkhiI'I havf exclusivp powers of dealing with

these services. I'ower wnd also given to tho Federal

authority to ileal with a largo niiiuber of other mat-

ters of government, but only the servicea specitied

wore to be transferred without further legislation.

In the event of the Federal law coiiilicting with an

existing State law, it was enacted that tho Fedenil

lawsliouldprovaiL Within two years of the estabii. i'-

niont of the Commonwealth a uniform Custu 3 and
Excise tariff was to be imjwscd by tho Federal Gov-

ernment, and intercolonial trade would then become
ab^;olutely free. As the transfer of the services speci-

fied wo\ild leave tlie federating States with a largo

deficiency in their local finances, a provision was in-

serted in the Constitution making it incumbent upon
the Commorwealth to raise from Customs and Ex-
cise duties four times the suin actually needed by tho

Commonwealth for its own purposes in the exercise

of the original powers conferred, and to return tho

excess to the local Treasuries. Other sources of

taxation wore left open to the Federal Government, so

that the Federal Treasurer was not absolutoly com-

pelled to raise the whole of his requirements fhrnugh

the Custom TTouse. For the first five years after the

imposition of the uniform tariff, the surplus revenue

raised would be returnable to the colonies in the

actual proportions in wliich it was contributed by
them, to be ascertained by a system of accounts, and

thereafter in such manner as the Federal Parliament

might deem fair. To meet the special circumstances

of Western Australia, so largely dependent upon its

Custom revenue, that colony was allowed to retain

its intercolonial duties, in gradually diminishing pro-

portion, for the first five years of the uniform tariff.

W^itb the consent of the States tho railway systems
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of the colonies might be taken over by the Federal

authority ; and the Commonwealth was also empow-

ered to take over the whole or a portion of the State

Debts, applying the surplus revenue collected from

Customs and Excise in payment of the interest there-

on. An Inter-State Commission was to be establishotl

for the proper administration of the Federal laws

relating to trade and commeice between the States

of the Union. The Federal Parliament would have

power to forbid the imposition of preferential or dis-

criminating railway tariffs by the federating States,

should such tariff/ lie unjust to other States of the

Union, due regard being paid to the financial obli-

gations resting upon the States by whom the rail-

ways '.vcre constructed. The right to a reasonable

use of the waters of a river for the purpose of irri-

gation or conservation was preserved to the people

of the colonv through which that river flows.

The Senate and the House of Representatives had

equally the power of originating Bills, with the ex-

ception of Bills appropriating revenues or imposing

taxation, the right of originating which was reserved

to the House of Representatives. The Senate would

not have the power of amending these appropriation

or taxation Bills, but it might return ihem tp the

House of Representatives, suggesting the omission

or amendniont of any f»f their provisions, and the

House of Representatives might deal with such sug-

gestions as it ])leased.

The executive power was vested in a Governor-

Qf.,ieral—to be appointed by the Queen—assisted by

a Federal Executive Council; and it was pnjvided

that the seat of government should be established in

Federal territory. The rarliament was to consist of

two Houses—the Senate ai-d the House of Represen-

,/ ?
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tatives-both to be elected by the people on the fran-

chise existing in the various States for the popular

body at the time of union~the Senate for a period

of six years and the House of Representatives for

a i>eriod of three years. Every State joining the

Federation at its inception was entitled to an equa

representation of six members in the Senate; and

vvas provided that half the number of Senators should

retire every three years, but should be eligible ior re-

election. The number of members of the House of

Represent at ives was to be, as near as possible, twice

the number of Senators, the States to be represented

ill proportion to population, an.l it was provided that

no State entering the Federation at the time of its

establishment should have a smaller reprc-sentation

than five members. Although the Federal Parlia-

ment would have power to alter the franchise on

which its members would be elected, yet it could only

do so in the direction of the extension of the voting

powers of the people, so that in New Zealand and

South Australia the right of women tr.votc could not

be withdrawn by the central authority so long as

adult suffrage prevailed in these States. Both Sen-

ators and Representatives were to receive an annual

pavment of £400 each.
.

"In the case of Bills, other than taxation or appro-

priation Bills, which had been passed twice by the

House of Representatives, and had been twice re-

jected or shelved bv tlie Senate, it was provided that

the two houses be simultaneously dissolved, and it,

after the election, they should still disagree, the

members of the two Houses would require to meet at

a ioint sitting, and the Bill could only become law it

adopted by a majority of three-fifths of the mcmbera

present and voting at the joint sitting.

«&»es«t:
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The judicial power of the Commonwealth was

vested in a High Court of Australia. This Court

mfht hear apix' Is f.on. all Federal Courts or Cour s

havinp Federal jurisdiction, from Supreme Court

of the States, and from the Inter-State Commission.

Appeals to the Privy Council in matters involving

the interpretation of the Federal Constitution or of

the Constitution of a State were forbidden ;
but the

right of appeal to the Privy Comicil in other cases

was not withdrawn, although the Federal Parliamen

might make laws limiting tl.e matters ^^ ^I'^jl;
f;!^'^

appals might be made. The Fcdoral Constitution

could onlv be amended by an absolute "^'^JO^Jy f
the members of each House of Parliament. It was

provided that the amendment should then be sub-

mitted to the people by means of tbe reterendum am

should become law only if accepted, first, by ana

jority of the people of tUc Commonwealth, and,

sc-ond, bv a majority of the States.

The liill f-r establishing the Commonwealth was

warmly received in Victoria, South A«stjaha and

Tasmania, but was viewed somewhat end.v bj a sec

tlon of the people of New South ^\ ales an 1 tl 9

feeding rapidlv developed into one of aetive hostil-

tv, the main points of objection being the hnancial

provisi<,ns. eqial representation in the Senate, and

1,0 difficultv in the way of the larger colonies sec'iir-

ing an amendment of the Constitution in the eNcnt

of a conflict with the smaller States. As far as the

other eolonies were concerned, it was .>vident that

the Bill was safe, and public attention throuchout

Australasia was riveted on Xew South
^VJ^^'-t v n

a fierce political contest ^^a3 raging which >t ^^as

recognisell would .^-ide tl,e fate of the ineasure f.r

the time being. The fear3 expressed by its ad^c.
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catea were not so much in regard to securing a ma-

jority in favour of the Bill, but as to whctlior the

statutory number of 80,000 votes aecessary for its

acceptance would be reached.

In the month of June, 1S9S, the Constitution

Bill was submitted by means of the referendum to

tho people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Aus-

tralia, and Tasmania. The Enabling Act provided

that in the case of Xow South Wales th. minimum

affirmative vote should be 80,00«^ ; in the case of

Victoria, .50,0<V1; and in the ca^e of Tasmania,

6,000; while in South Australia a bare majority of

votes was sufficient to secure the acceptance of the

Bill. In Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania

the Bill was adopted by large majorities; while in

the rase of New South Wales there was a majority

of 5..3f)7 for the Bill, hut as the affirmative vote only

reached 71,59.5, the Bill was regarded as rejected.

The results of the voting were as follow:

Colony.

New South Wales.

.

Victori.i

South Australia
Tasmania

P..r tho
Bill.

7l.riH.5

lOO.ViO
;ir..-'o:i

11,706

Aeainst the
Uill.

66.228
22.099
I7,:i2n

2,711!

Tntftl ^'(1tes,

Infiiiiiinl.

137,823
122.619
!)3.12.3

14,423

The Bill was not submitted to the popular vote in

Western Australia, as the Enabling Act of that col-

ony provided that Western AustiMlia sliov.ld only

join a federation of v,iiieh New South Wales formed

a part. The other colonies, al.si>, althoudi legally

empowered to federate without New South Wales,

taeitly admitted that tlm adhesion of the mother

colony would have to be secured bci'yrc the tinal

steps could be taken.
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The existence of such a strong opposition to the

Bill in New Soutli Wales convinced even its most

zealous advocates that some changes would have

to be made in the Constitution before it could bo

forced upon the people; consequently, although the

general election in New South Wales, held six or

seven weeks later, was fought on the Tederal issue,

yet the opposing parties seemed to occupy somewhat

the same ground, und the question narrowed itself

down to one as to which party should be entrusted

with the negotiatiiiiis to be conducted on behalf of

the colony, with a viow to sccu'-ing a modification

of the objectionable features of the Bill The new

Parliament decided to adopt the procedure of send-

ing the Premier, ^Ir. Reid, into conference, armed

with a series of resolutions affirming its desire to

bring about the completion of federal union, but

asking the other colonics to agree to .the reconsidera-

tion of the provisions whieh were most generally ob-

jected to in New South Wales. As they left the As-

sembly, these resolutions suggested, first, that, with

equal rej)rescntation in the Senate, the three-fifths

majority at the joint sitting of tho two Houses

should give way to a simple majority, or the joint

sitting sh'juld be replaced by a provision for a na-

tional referendum ; second, that the clause making

it incumbent upon the Federal Government to raise,

in order to provide for the needs of the States, £3

for every £1 derived from Cn-roras and Excise

Duties for its owni purposes, and thus ensuring a

verv hiirh tarilT, should be eliminated from the Bill;

third, that the siip of the feileral capital should be

fixed within tho l>ninilaries of New South Wales;

fourth, that better provision should be made affainst

the alteration of the boundariva o£' a State without

-M
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its own consent ; fifth, that the use of inland rivers

for the purposes of water conservation and irriga-

tion should be more clearly safeguarded ; sixth, that

all money Bills should be dealt with in the same

manner as Taxation and Appropriation Bills; and

seventh, that appeals from the Supreme Courts of

the States should uniformly be taken either to the

Privy Council or to the Federal High Court, and

not indiscriminately to Tithor; while the House also

invited further enquiry into the financial provisions

of the Bill, although avowing its willingness to ac-

cept these provisions if in other respects tlie Bill was

amended. These were all the resolutiims submitted

by the GoverTinient to the House, but the Assembly

appended others in respect to the alteration of the

Constitution and the number of Senators. These

were to the effect that 'au alteration of the Constitu-

tion should take cifect if approved by both Houses

and a national reforondnni; that a proposed ultera-

tion should be submitted to the national referendum

if affirmed in two succeeding sessions by an absolute

majority in one House, and rejected by the other;

and that no ])roposed alteration transferring to the

Commonwealth any pow(>rs retained by a State at

the establishment of the federation should take effect

in tbat State unless approved by a majority of elec-

tors voting therein ; and that the number of Senators

should be increased from six to not les" than eight

for each State.

The Legislative Council adopt 'd the resolutions

with some imjiortant amendments, discarding the

PUirirestion in the first resolution for a national refer-

submitting that the seat of the Federal Gov-

ernment should be established at Sydney; more

clearly preserving the rights of the people of the
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colony to the use of the waters of its inland rivers

for purposes of water conservation aud irrigation;

carrying all appeals from the Supreme Courts of

the States to the Privy Council; and declining to

affirm its preparedness to accept the financial scheme

embodied in the Bill. Further, the :'.Iouse suggested

that the plan of submitting proposed alterations of

the Constitution to the people by means of the refer-

endum should be altered, and that no rights or powers

retained by a State should he aftf rwards transferred

to the Cniumonwealth without the consent of both

Houses of Parliament of that State. The New South

Wales Premier decided to submit the resolutions of

both Houses to the other Premiers in conference, at-

taching, however, greater importance to those of the

Assembly, as embodying the views of a House which

had just returned from the country. This confer-

ence was held in :Melbourne at the end of January,

1899, Queensland being represented; and an agree-

ment was arrived at whereby it was decided that in

the event of a disagreement between the two Houses

of Parliament, the decision of an absolute majority

of the members of the two Houses should be final;

that the provision for the retention by the Com-

monwealth of only one-fourth of the Customs and

Excise revenue might be altered or repealed at the

end of ten years, another clause being added permit-

ling the Parliament to grant financial assistance to

a State; that no alteration in the boundaries of a

State should be made without the approval of the

people as well as the Parliament of that State ;
and

that the seat of Government should be in New South

Wales, at some place, at least 100 miles fr.nn Syd-

ney, as might be determined by the Federal Par-

liament, and vvlthin an area of 100 square miles of
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torritory to he acquired by the Commonwealth, it

being provided that the Parliament should sit at

Melbourne until it met at the seat of Govern-

ment.

A special session of the New South Wales Parlia-

ment WAS convened to deal with this agreement, and

the Legislative Assembly passed an Enabling Bill,

referring the amended Constitution to the electors.

The Council, however, amended the Bill so as first

to secure the postponement of the referendum for u

period of three months ; second, to make it necessary

for the minimum vote cast in favour of the Bill to

be one-fourth of the total number of electors on the

roll; third, to defer the entrance of Xew South

Wales into the Federation until Queensland should

come in. These amendments were not accepted by

the Assembly, and a conference between representa-

tives of the two Houses -.vas arranged ; but this

proved abortive, and twelve new members were ap-

pointed to the Upper House in order to secure the

passage of the Bill. This course had the effect de-

sired by the Government ; for the Council passed the

Bill on the 10th April, an amendment postponing

the referendum for eight weeks Ixnng accepted by

the Assembly. The vote on the Bill wa^, therefore,

taken on the 20tli June, 1899, the result of the vot-

ing being 107,420 votes in favour of the Bill, and

82,741 votes against it. The Bill was consequently

adopted by a majority of 24,fiV9 votes. The col-

onics of Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, and

Tasmania also adopted the Amended Bill with largo

majorities, but the proposal to sulmiit it to the ref-

erendum was negatived by the Legislative Council of

Western Australia.
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The voting in the final referendum m each colony

was as follows:

for. AgaiMSt.

New South Wales 107,480 M.741

&S?raiia; •.•.•;.•. 65 WO 17.053

Tasmania "'*87 7»i

Total votes 874.«e8 18»,354
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CHAPTER XL.

THE AUSTKALIAN COMMONWEALTH.

Although the five great colonies of Australia,

—

Victoria, New South Walfs, Queeusland, South Aus-

tralia, and Tasmania,—Imd given su'ji an over-

whelming majority in favour of federation in their

vote on the Commonwealth Bill, more than a year was

to elapse before Australia was to front the world as

a nation within an empire in the sense in which her

sister Canada on the opposite side of the globe is a

nation. Meanwhile the people through dir^ouHiion

were being educated to the changed form of govern-

ment under which they were to live ; and the empire

as a wliule, and England in particular, were made to

realise for the first time what an iniportanr factor

the island-continent in the soutliern seaa was in the

sum total of Britain's strength.

The war in South Africa filled the sons of the

hardv adventurers who had settled beneath the South-

ern Cn^ss with fn enthusiasm to show how ready they

were to help the ]\Iotlierland. When they prepared

to send volunteers to the seat of war they had no idea

how si.rcly England was going to be pressed, and^ of-

fered their troops as an indication of th.eir willing-

ness to bear the burdens of the England tliat had

helped them in so many ways. Reverses came, and

iSTic iiolson's Xek, Magersfontein, and Spion Kop,

were felt as keenly in Brisbane, in Sydney, in Mel-

bournf. :a HobartTown; in Adelaide, and iu Terth asj
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in London or Liverpool. When the force in South

Africa was seen to be inadequate for the work in

hand, from end to end of Australia volunteers of-

fered themselves, knowing f il well, from the death

roll of the troops already in the field, the dangers they

would have to face. During the progress of the war,

what is now the Australian Commonwealth sent more

than twice as many troops to tlie seat of war as tho

older and more populous colony of Canada; and to

the sending of her troops no dissenting voice was

heard. From the nortliem boundaries of the Trans-

vaal, where Colonel Plumer was operating, to Capo

Town the Australians were scattered, and in whatever

d\ity they were engaged they gave a pood account of

themselves.

The following troops were sent fmm Australia to

South Africa during the progress of the war:

New South Wales: Imperial Bushmen (Six Com-

panies, A—F) Mounted Infantry, Infantry, Lan-

cers.

Tasmania: Infantry and Imperial Bushmen.

Queensland: ilount'ed Infantry (t Continj^ents).

South Australia: Infantry and Mounted Infantry.

Vick. !a: Mounted Infantry (2 Pontingents),

Mounted liifles i' ( om panics), and Infantry.

Wcbt Arairalia: Mounted Infantry.

Troops from Aiistralia were with the Canadians,

when the Suanysiue Laagir was c.ijiiun d on .lanuary

1, 1900—the Hrst lireak in weeks of rever>e3 for the

English—and the Australians under Colonel de Lislo

made the final da-;li on Pretoria when the demand to

surrender was sent in to the Boer capital. A.iusa

the southern seas messages flashed from day to dny

tellini? of the nohle deeds performed on kopje and

reldt, some of whiclx won for several of the soldiers
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of the Australian contingents the much coveted Vic-

toria Cross.

So far as Australia was concerned the war came
at a most opportune time. It gave her an oppor-

tunity of showing England that she was a land from

which the Mother-country could obtain somethinjr

more than mutton and wool and products of the mine.

She had men, good and true, who were ready to dio

in the Empire's war. Ilor action at this critical mo-

ment in England's history vastly increased the re-

spect in which she was held by the Home Gov'ern-

ment. It had an even better effect than this. It

requires some great event to knit a much scattered

l)eoplo together,—a national upheaval or struggle

in a common cause. The fact that men from Tas-

mania, from New South Wales, from Victoria, from
South Australia, from West Australia, and from
Queensland wero lighting shoulder to shoulder for

the Empire in South Africa, and seeing likewise that

she had troops in China and a naval coast-defenco

ship in Chinese waters, made the people throughout

the length and breadth of Australia realise the union

into which they had decided to enter and prepared

them for the inaugural oelobratidii of the Australian

Commonwealth wliich t<xik place January 1, 1901.

On December 25, Mr. Edmund Barton undertook

the task of forming the first cabinet of the new feder-

ation. By December 30 the task was completed

witli tho following results: Right Hon. Edmun<l
Barton, Prime Minister and Exterior Affiiirs; Hon.
Alfred Doakin, Attorney-Greneral ami Justice; Sir

W. J. Lyne, Home Affairs; Sir G. Turn(>r, Treas-

urer; Right Hon. C. C. Kingston, Trade and Cus-

toms; Sir James R. Dickson (since deceased), De-

fence; Sir J. Forrest, rostmaster-Geucral. These



i
I



1.0

I.I

|50 =

1.4

2.2

12.0

1.8

1.6

MICROCOPY RESOLUTION TEST CHART
NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS

STANDARD REFERENCE MATERIAL 1010a
(ANSI and ISO TEST CHART No 2)



If i\

436 PROGRESS OF AUSTRALASIA.

were all tried men m Australian affairs, and tho

little ship of state was about to begin her long jour-

ney through time with an excellent lot of officers and

an exceptionally good captain to guide her through

the dangerous rocks and over the troublous seas ot

politics that every country new or old must perforce

of circumstances meet.
t>- ^ *

The first Premier of united Australia, the Kight

Honorable Edmund Barton, P.O., K.C., is worthy of

more than passing notice. He is a native of Aus-

tralia having been born at the Glebe, Sydney,^ m
1849 When but 30 vears old he began his political

career, and was elected to the Legislative Assembly

of New South Wales. He made his mark in tlie As-

sembly, and was its speaker from January 3, lH»rf,

to January 26, IS 87, in which year he was called to

the Legislative Council. After a time he resigned

and was returned to the Assembly for East Sydney.

He was making his influence felt, fn^.^vas the At-

torney-General for New South Whales in 1889 and

again in 1891. All this time he had had much at

heart the federation of Australia, and when he retired

from the Upper House it was because he was

prompted by a desire to help the federationists to-

wards a workable scheme of confederation. He be-

came more and more enthusiastic as he saw the possi-

bilities of a federation, and as a consequence exercised

greater vigour in his advocacy -f it Indeed since

1897, he had been the recognised leader in the move-

ment and has deservedly been given the name of

rather of the Commonwealth Bill.

Great preparations were made for the inaugural

celebration at Sydney; the streets and public build-

ings were gorgeously decorated, handsome arches

were erected at different points in the city, the crowd

>*fe:
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that assembled was the largest that ever came to-

gether in any colony of England. It is said that

fully a million people were in an'^ about the city on

this momentous day. The streclo were packed and

the procession that wound through the vast crowd

was at once a magnificent spectacle and finely repre-

sentative of the democratic spirit of Australia. The
trades, the societies, the police, the chancellors and

members of the senates of universities, judges of the

supreme courts and a long line of troops stretched

for several miles through the cheering crowd who
for the first time in tlie'r lives realised what the

word Australia meant. At last they had a country

which would be to them what Canada for thirty odd

years has been to the Canadians. When Lord Ilope-

toun, the first Governor-General of the Common-
wealth, reached the pavilion a salute of nineteen guna

told the assembled throng that the final scene in the

long-looked-for federation was about to take place.

The formal inaugural services began with a prayer

by the Archbishop. This was a unique prayer, ill a

way, for while it was delivered by a church dignitary

it was written by Baron Tennyson, the son of the

late Laureate. It was a simple, direct prayer, sin-

cere and free from verbiage.
" We beseech Thee, grant unto this union Thy

grace and heavenly benediction, that a strong people

may arise to hallow Thy name, to do justly, and to

love mercy.
" We pray Thee to make our Empire always a

faithful and fearless leader among the nations in all

that is good, and to bless our beloved Queen and thosa

who are put in authority under her, more especially

in this land.

" Let Thy wisdom be their guide, strengtlien them
2 D
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in uprightness, and voiichsafo that all things may
te so ordered and settled upon the best and surest

foundations, that peace and happiness, truth and

justice, religion and piety may be deepened and in-

creased among us."

After the prayer, the hymn based on the verse in

Psalms, " Happy is he i,hat hath the God of Jacob

for his help," was sung and the dense crowd with

thoughts big with hope for the future rolled out in

a mighty chorus, the words

:

" O God, our Help in ages past.

Our Hope for years to come."

After the religious services were finished Mr. E. G.

Blackmore, C.M.G., Clerk of the South Australian

Parliament, and Clerk of the Australian Federation

Convention read the Proclamation, the Letters Pat-

ent and the Governor-General's Commission. Lord

Hopetoun then took the oath of ofRce and signed it

at a table presented by the late Queen to her am-
bitious colony. Mr. Blackmore next read the Procla-

mation by the Governor-General stating that he had
taken the oath and assumed office. The members of

the Federal Ministry were then sworn in, and after

being congratulated by Lord Hopetoun on the great

honour done them in being i)rivilegcd to holj) launch

a new nation he read two messages from Mr. Cham-
berlain. The first was as follows:

" The Queen commands me to express through you
to the people of Australia Her Majesty's heart-felt

interest in the Inauguration of the Commonwealth
and her earnest wish that, under Divine Providence,

it may ensure the increased prosperity and well-being

of her loyal and beloved subjects in Australia."

Amid the rour of guns, the blare of trimipets, and
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the shouting of the people the new nation was "born

—

the youngest nation in the world, with the exception

of her sister island New Zealand. As a community
settled by Europeans it might be said to have been

born with the century. Seventy years ago a mere
handful of adventurers were dwelling beside a penal

settlement of twenty thousand inhabitants, and Aus-
tralia was a name abhorred in England. In the mid-
dle of the century it was only a farming and grazing

country with a sparse population and a few scattered

farms. To-day it has four millions of people, the

most democratic of the race, and in m.any respects

as enterprising and energetic as any in the world,

not even surpassed by the citizens of the United
States.

Years ago "^^^. James Erunton Stephens, the " Poet
of Queensland " sang a powerful poem of hope en-

titled "The Dominion of Australia." Long before

the politicians had begun to work tmvards a federal

union the enthusiastic poet saw its possibilities and
sang as follows

:

Not yet her day. How lonp ' Not yet ?

'

Tliefe comes the flush of violet I

And heavenward faces, all aflame
With sanguine imminence of morn.

Wait but the sun-kiss to proclaim
The Day of the Dominion born.

Prelusive baptism !—Ere the natal hour
Named with the name and prophecy of power.

Already here to heart's intense
A spirit force, transcending sensd.
In heights unsealed, in deeps unstirred
Beneath the calm, above the storm.

She waits the incorporating word
To bid her tremble into form.

Already, like divining-rods, men's souls

Bend down to where the unsbeu river rolls."
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His dream was realised after many years, and

now he was able to ceL rate in his " Australia Fed-

erata " the natal hour of the commonwealth.
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" The Charter's read ; the rites are o'er ;

The trumpet's blare and cannon's roar

Are silent, and the flags are furled ;

But so not ends the task to build

Into the fabric of the world
The substance of our hope fulfilled—

To work as those who greatly have divined
The lordship of a continent assigned
As God's own gift for service of mankind.

O People of the onward will,

Unit of Union greater still

T)>an that to-day liath made you great,

Your true Fulfilment waiteth there,

Embraced within the larger fate

Of Empire ye are born to siiare

—

No vassal progeny of Eiibject brood,
No satellite shed from Britain's plentitude,

But orbed with her in one wide sphere of good !

"

Amid the chorus of rejoicing over the federal

union a very few voices were heard forecasting evil.

Chief among these, according to his custom of looking

for weaknesses and spots and of foreshadowing the

worst, was Mr. Stead.
" It remains," he said, " to be seen how far a

community which is born with a golden spoon in its

mouth and which has been reared upon whipped

cieam and syllabubs, can rise superior to the temp-

tations which assault most prosperous states. The
Australian has been the spoiled child of destiny.

The habit of self-indulgence begotten by the sun-

shine of prosperity will not make him very amenable

to discipline, nor is there much trace of a high re-

ligious principle and lofty moral ideal among her

people as a whole. That there are good men and
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excelleno women in every colony goes witliout say-

ing ; but parental uiscipline is lax. The larrikin

(rough or rowdy) has reproduced under the sunny

sky of Australia the worst features of the London

hooligan, and it is not so many years ago since the

violence accompanying the trade disputes led to some

misgivings as to the peaceful evolution of society in

those regiona"

For a nation which has had such a mushroom
growth, and considering tlio fact that a host of ad-

venturers and ganihlers poured into her provinces in

the great gold days, and that she was for a time used

as tlie dumping ground of the prisons of England, her

ideals are reniarkahly high—as the constitution just

framed after years of calm discussion proves.

The possibilities for her future arc trcmendouo.

The great continent is as yet for the most part unex-

plored, and untold wealth no doubt lies waiting in

the interior for the hand of the discoverer. She hn?,

too, an advantage over any other nation on the globe.

Her population i? homogeneous—British and Irish

throughout—and is free from the diiRculties Canada

finds in the French question and the United States

in her negro population. The native races are now

so weak that they cause the Government no trouble.

British ideas, Britisli institutions, can he developed

in their purity in Australia; ard it is not at all

likely that any large bodies of European emigrants

will risk the long voyage to the South to make for

themselves homes in the Island-Continent, not so

long, at any rate, as they can find an abiding place

in Canada and the United States. Again it is only

necessary to look at the map of the world to see the

possloilitier of Australia. She has never had to

repel invasion as has Canada on several occasions,
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and she is remote from the -world of wars. It

would seem that the Anglo-Saxon race will in time

dominate the world, and, as the representative of

that great race in the East, she will, as her trade

grows and develops, exercise a greater influence

probably than any of the European powers. New
Guinea, Borneo, the Islands of the Pacific, China,

—

even India ant^ South Africa,—will no doubt be sup-

plied largely from her factories and her farms. Al-

ready she has a small iron-clad fleet patrolling her

seas, and in time her flag will be seen in every port

in the East.

;N'o young nation ever began her career with

brighter prospects, and the men at the helm can be

trusted to guide her safely on her way. There is of

course a danger that internal troubles may arise in

time, and that Xew South Wales with its_ twenty-

six members in the House of Representatives and

Victoria with its twenty-three may act selfishly and

against the interests of the smaller provinces. An
attempt has been made in the constitution to prepare

for sncli a contingency; but it is not to bo greatly

feared. The same danger has since 1867 faced the

people in the Dominion of Canada, and yet the

smaller provinces have never been made to suffer

seriously by the selfishness of the more populous and

older ones. Everything looks bright for Australia,

and the opening day of the year and the century

ushered her upon a career which will no doubt be

both brilliant and for the ennobling of the human

race.

A few brief days after the inaugural services were

over the Empress-Queen died, her closing days

clouded with the knowledge that so many of her sub-

jects had gallantly given their lives for the Empiro
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in South Africa ; and brightened by the thought that

the proviiK'cs of another child of her empire had

united their strength for national and imperial ends.

It had been planned before her deatli that tlie Duke

and Duchess of Cornwall and York should go to

Australia for the opening of the first parliament, and

for a time it was feared that tlieir visit might be

indefinitolv postponed; but King Edward VIT. in

his 8
"

'n the throne February 14, 1901, mado

the 1 .cut that: "The establishment of the

Aus nnmonwcalth was proclaimed in Syd-

ney .irst '•? January, with many manifes-

tations oi popul enthusiasm and rejoicing ;
" and

that his son's visit to Australia should not be ab.m-

doncd and that it should be extended to Canada and

New Zealand.

On 'May 6, the Duke and Duchess o£ Cornwall

and York reached ilellx)urne, and on the 9th, for-

mally opened in that city the First Parliament of

United Australia. The*^ opening ceremony was

quite as magnificent as the inaugural ceremony of

January 1 at Sydney. The Duke read the speech

from the throne and closed by reading King Edward's

congratulatory telegram. lie then declared Parlia-

ment to be opened. As he finished, the same enthusi-

astic scenes that took place in January were repeated.

The members of both Houses then took the oath,

and the parliaments of the Australian Common-
wealth were ready to do business. This day of re-

joicing closed with the singing of " Rule Britannia
"

and " God Save the King," and Australia officially

began a new epoch iu her history.
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CHAPTER XLL

OENEBAL PROOEE88 OF AISTKALIA AND TASMANIA—
STATISTICS.

Settlbment in Atistralia bo^an with tho arrival,

in 1788, of 1,030 persona in what ia usually known
as the first fleet. At tho end of twenty years tho

population did not exceed 10,000, nor was any
great progress made until the cf " ry got rid of tho

incubus of penal transportation. The cessation of

tiansportation was followed by a large influx cf

free immigrants, but so great were the difficulties

of reaching Australia, that it was not until 1852,
the year following the discovery of gold, that tho

population reached half a million. Commencing
with the date of first settlemont the growth of pop-

ulation is shown in the following statement; tho

odd periods have been chosen as they were in most
instances census years.

1788. 1,030
1801 6,508
1821 35,010
1831 79,306
1841 211,085
1851 403,88a

1861 1,141,563
1871 1,650,471
1881 2,245,448
1891 3,159,085
1890 3,721,095

It is a noteworthy fact that the years of the

greatest prosperity have also been those when tho

country received the largest accession of popula-
tion from abroad; and though it cannot be said that
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tlio influx of population brouglit about iniprovoJ

industrial conditions, it ia certain that the stream

of imnnuratioM which was induced by the prosperity

of the coUmics tended to keep alive and stimulate

the conditions without which their progress would

have been slow a»id 'insatisfactory.

No characteristic of Australasian development

has been more marked than the concentration of

population in the cities; this is especially tho case

with the cu- tinental colonies, when- considerably

more than one-third of the population is massed in

the metropolitan areas. The one redeeming iioint

about a very undesirable condition of affairs is.

that these cities have not grown out of the rural

population. It is true that the rural grovyth has

been slower than the metropolitan, but the increase

in the latter has been due to the retention of the

incominfr population, chiefly emigrants f-om the

British Isles, and not to any considerable drain

upon the rural districts

Melbourne is the largest Australian city, and

though not so populous as it - as a ccw years ago,

it is still one of the greatest cities of the Empire;

in round numtjers its population may be sot

down at 470,000. Sydney, the capital of New
South Wales, and the oldest Australian city, containf.

about 427,00C people, and therefore is second U>

IMelbourne in population, but in point of the value

of property Sydney stands as the second city of

the Empire, Melbourne ranking fourth, being ex-

ceeded only by London, Sydney, and Glasgow.^

The following is the population o^ the capital

cities of Australia at the beginning of 1899, and

at various earlier dates. With Adelaide is in-

cluded the population of Port Adelaide, number-
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ing about 21,0U0; the Port i.s morol}' an extension

of tlio city, although under tliffrrcnt municipal

governments.

city. mil. issi i«i. imi. 1S99.

Sydney S!t.973 53,9'»'J 137.77n 3h;{,2H3 427,000
Mclliourno 4.179 2a,14:{ 20«,7H0 4U0,HU6 470,000
Aii»<lai<io B.4W) 14,577 42.744 15;1,nu« 168,000
Brisbane 600 8,54;j 15,020 tt;i,t557 .Oft ,000
Perth 5,8 8,447 40,000
Hobirt 10,093 33,234 40.500

As showing tlie importance oT the two chief cities

of Australia it may ho mentioned that tlie asso.s.sed an-

nual value of ]uiij)crty in Sydney even under the pres-

ent reduced viihiations ia higher than in any city in

Great IJritain, London alone excepted; while the an-

nual value of .Melbourne is only surpassed by Lon-

don, an<l to a smai' o> . nt by Glasgow. Tho annual

value of Sydnc,- is Ji;a,019,2.']0, and of Melboumo
£4,1 OS, 182, wliile that of Glasgow, the second city

of the Fnited Kingdom, is £4,208,000 and of Liver-

pool £3,775,04.5.

The Australian people are mainly of British and
Irish origin. Of the 3,130,769 persons whose birth-

places were ascertained at the census of 1891, 2,179,-

206 were of Australasian birth, while 470.399 were
natives of England and Wales, 220,949 of Ireland,

and 123,138 of Scotland, and 13,356 of other Brit-

ish possessions. The natives of Continental Europe
and the United States numbered 87,009, and the

Chinese 30,032. E.xcluding the Chinese, who are not

permanent settlers, and who do not intermarry with

the general population, it may be claimed that over

95 per cent, of the population of the six colonies aro

of 7?ritish or Iiish birth or descent.

The couditions of life aro very favourable in Aua-
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tralia, the pxoraa of births over (icaths bt'ins: about 18

per thousand inhabitants. For t.o United Kingdom,

it is a little over 11 per th'.usand; while the uverago

European rate hardly reaches 10 per thousand.

The first records of shipping arriving or departing

from the Australian eoloniis are dated 1832. In

that year the tonnage entered and cleared amounted

to 148,000. The growth of trade since , -i has been

marvellous, for taking the whole period covered by

the following table the annual increase has been .-Miven

per cent, which is considerably greater th-ui 'hat ^£

the popu^ition.

Th" tornage of shipping entered ' • 'ii and c i.'d

for Greai Brita' and other p'Tts o le of Ausnal-

asia has very largely increased :

1841 807.000

1851 4:!0.000

1861 l,ias.026

1871 1,45»,589

lf5<?i .1,17;i,t68

is'.M (i.two.atn

18'.;S 8,057,435

Equally rapid has been the increase in the inter'

colonial shipping entered and cleared:

1841 £30,000

is-)! 4.)3.000

1861 1,397,122

1871 2,233,054

1881 4.0.36,856

1S<.)1 9,745.307

1898 12,35 ,694

In point of trade, Sydney is the fourth seaport of

the British Empire, being exceeded in the value of

its imports and exports by London, Liverpool, and

Hull; Melbourne ranks sixth, following Glasgow,

•which is below Sydney. In the matter of tonnage

entering, both Sydney and ;Nrolbourne stand very

high, but not so high, as in regard to the value of

their trade. Adelaide, Brisbane, and Fremantlo

are also considerable ports, as well as Isew .astle,
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Rockhampton, Townsville, Port Pirie and several

others, as is sHown by the following statement giving

the value of trade in the year 1898

:

Fortt Imports. Exports.

£ £
Sydney 18,864,539 21,630,664
Newcastle 409,527 1,782,634
Melbourne 14,530,388 14,986,315
Geelong 130,754 346,946
Brisbane 3,333,740 2,490,001
Rockhampton 623,061 2,434,287
Townsville 875,175 2,616,511
Bundaberg 93,754 466,123
Maryborougli 164,194 98,200
Mackay 107,533 382,878
Adelaide 3,826,071 4.263,336
Port Pirie 330,162 1,085,254
Wallaroo 94,009 211,908
Port Augusta 11,970 174,058
Port Darwin 113,900 182,596
Fremantleand Pertli.... 4,623,426 2,006,831
Albany 233,426 2,092,892
Geraldton 233,261 495,889
Hobart 615,199 626,542
Launce.ston 659,832 549,234
Strahan 229,534 416,036

,i 1 :

The value of exports and imports is greatly relied

upon by statisticians as giving a measure of a coun-

try's progress. The external trade of Australia

—

that is, the value of imports and exports taken to-

gether—was :

—

1841 4,072,000
1851 8,463,600
1861 35,705,098
1871 39,000,279

1881 57,016,879
1891 74,019,462
1898 72,119,935

The fall shown between 1891 and 1S98 is due to a
decline in values, and not to a decrease in the quan-

titiee of goods exchanged, for the quantity of goods

-1.1-

OB Man
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dealt with was actually one-fifth larger in the latter

than in the former year.

The trade between the colonies suffered also from

the fall in values, but the volume was well main-

tained. The imports and exports, taken together,

were:

—

1841 830,000

1851 1,282,600

1861 12,658,451

1871 21,113,528

1881 81,176,177

1891 54 676,577

1898 56,418,788

Trom the earliest days wool has been the great

Btaple of Australia. The wool clip is nearly all ex-

ported, and the total for each period was :

—

1861 75,019.800

1871 175,169,400

1881 307,951,600

1891 590,699,800

1898 495,266,950

Australia is eminently a pastoral country. It

contains nearly one-fourth of the sheep of the world,

as well as more cattle and horses in proportion to the

population than any other country.

Sheep. Cattle. Horses.

1861 20,980.123 3,846,554 431,695

1871 40,072,955 4,277,228 701,530

1881 65,078,341 8,010,991 1,088,029

1891 106,419,751 11,029,499 1,574,795

1898 80,789,777 10,443,065 1,673,988

Swinn.

319,147
586,017
703,188
845,741
858,130

The total value of pastoral property, excludinf?

land devoted to grazing, is £193,648,000, while the

value of stock alone is £93,554,000. Australia has

long maintained with Europe a trade in preserved

meats, but the more important industry of chilled or

frozen moat was initiated in 1882. The value of

meat products exported was ;

—
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1881 327,540
1891 403,080

1898

The description of the export was

:

Beef,
cwt.

1881
1891 52,609
1898 679,810

Chilled or frozen
Mutton and Lamb,

cwt.

9,980
261,718
610,606

1,718,800

Preserved
Meats.

lb.

17,742.560
10,967,917
80,900,440

Dairying for export is also an industry of recent
establishment, and one which has the promise of a
great future. The growth of the trade may be
gauged from the following figures, showing the ex-

port of butter to the United Kingdom :

—

lb.

1881 745,617
1891 4,193,809

lb.

1894 27,706,987
1898 19,876,236

The area devoted to the plough has increas< d
nearly sevenfold since 1861 :

—

Acres
under crop.

1861 1,269,042
1871 2,345,922
1881 4,489,607

Acres
under crop.

1891 5,.36.>,C85

1899 8,421,624

The principal crop is wheat, which covers con-
siderably more than half the area in cultivation.

The following figures, which include permanent
grasses, relate to the year 1899 :

—

Acres.

Wheat for grain... 5,46S,674
Oats 374,708
Maize 306,878
Other grain crop.s. . 87, .504
Potatoes 105,781

Total 9,195,488

Acres.

Vines 69.777
Hay 1,.'507.005
Other crops 51

1

.317
Permanent grasses. 773,864

MBlHi
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Though rxporting in an average season not more

than nine million bushels of wheat, Australia ranks

sixth amongst the export countries of the world.

The present annual yield of the mines may be set

down at £16,500,000, and the average for the last

forty-seven years has been somewhat over ten millions

sterling a year. From 1852 to 1898 there has been

a total production of £476,303,413, thus made up:

—

£
Gold 857,781,082
Silver and silver-

lead 29,009,130

Copper 29,439,728

Tin
Coal
Other minerals..

£
18,150.767
37.fi,5.3,863

4,278,843

The production at various periods was :

—

1871 8.611,000
1881 9,789,000

1891 13.047.060
1898 10,043,403

The value of the produce of the mines, fields,

farms, forests, and workshops for 189G~7 averaged

£26 per head of total population. In previous years

this figure has been greatly exceeded. The following

are the total values of production for the years

named :

—

1871 46,700.000

1881 71,110,000

1S91 90.0-0,000
1897 93,605,000

yhe fall from 1891 to 1897 is due to a fall in

pricea, as the actual qualities produced have largely

increased. Distributing the return for 1897 under
the generally recognised branches of production,

the value assignable to each was :

—
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Agriculture 16,541.000

Pastoral industries 28,216,000

Dairying, etc 8,681.000

Mineral pioduction 16,643,000

Forests and fisheries 2,259,000

Other industries 24,547,000

Total 96,887,000

Compared with the population, the primary pro-

duction of Australia is not exceeded, or < ven closely

approached by any other country; and in regard to

total value is surpassed only by the United Kingdom,

France, Germany, Austria, Kussia, Italy, and Spain,

in Europe, and by the United States of America.^

The revenue of the governments of the six colonies

exceeds £27,000,000, which is more than one-fourth

of that of Great Britain and Ireland, although the

population of the colonies is hardly more than one-

tenth. In Australia, however, practically all the

railways belong to the State, and the revenue from

this source is about £10,000,000. The total public

revenue was :

—

1861 5,494,976

1871 7,927,649

1881 16,754,740

1891 25,717,988

1898-9 27,425,399

h W

The principal sources of revenue may be sum-

marised as follows :

—

£
Taxation—Customs and Excise I'^Sl'^lI

Other 2,497,262

Railways and Tramways ^2'?2i'5oI
*

Posts and Telegraphs l-}M'f^
Public Lands o'fonloJ
Other Revenue ^,idU,<i^o

Total 27,425,355

S3lL.
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The public debt of the colonies is very htavy, aver-

aging over £51 per inhabitant; however, the greater

part of it was incurred for the purpose of providing

funds for the construct-on of railways and other
revenue-yielding works. The following shows tho

use to which the borrowed money was put :

—

£
Railways 181,623,846
Water Supply and Seweiage 83.142,205
Telegraphs and Telephones 8,278,801
Other Works and Services 86,140,574

Total 183,18(j.486

The annual interest and charges upon the publio
debt amount to £7,463,000, while the net revenue
obtained from works co-iStruoted from loan funds ia

about £4:,llo,000, les-ving a net liability of £3,345,-
000 per annum. The increase of Australian in-

debtedness may be traced in the following figurea :—

1861 11,299,190
1871 30,139,880
1881 66,306,471

1891 155,117,773
1899 191,556,934

The deposits in ordinary banks and savings in-

stitutions now reach a total of £110,071,017,
whic'- however, is somewhat smaller than in 1891,
owing to losses and withdravrals consequent on tho
financial panic of May, 1893. The total depusita
in all banks were :

—

£
1861 15,161,909 1R91.

1871 35,044,12J 1«'J8...
1881 61,584,903

120,905.294

110,671,017

The increase over the whole period has Ikjcu mar-
2 k
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vellous, and the accumulation of £30 per head is

not equalled in any other country.

Australasia now boasts railways open to the extent
of 12,'j5G miles, nearly uU of which are the property
of the State. The length of line just mentioned is

equal to one mile to every 235 square miles of ter-

ritory, and to every 294 inhabitants. Compared
with population, Australia is be'ter served than even
the United States, and equally served with the Do-
minion of Canada. The mileage open was :

—

1861 243 1891 10,394
1871 1,030 1898 12,668
1881 4,192

Equally rapid has been th progress of telegraphic

construction, but the following figures must be ac-

cepted as approximate only :

—

1861 4,100 1891 89,176
1871 10,500 1898 43,256
1881 25.604

The number of messages leceived and despatched
in 1898 was, in round numbers, 7,000,000, or 1.9

per inhabitant. In the United Kingdom the average
is 2.1. No other country approaches these figures.

The facilities offered by the Post-Office are very
largely availed of. About 186 million letters and
post-cards, 91 million newspapers, and 33 million

packets are annually carried, figures which, when
taken together and compared with the population,

are largely in excess of those of any other country;

but in the matter of letters alone Australia is sur-

passed by the United Kingdom and the United
States.

In regard to social condition, tliere has been a
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very material improvement in the population of those

colonies. From 18G1 to 1898 populr,t^->n increased

between three and fonr-fold, while serious crime, as

evidenced by convictions in the Superior Courts, has

only increased one-fourth. The spread of education

has been very marked. Out of every \0,000 childro-

between 5 and 15 years, there could read and write

in:

—

1861.

1871.

4,637
5,911

1R8".

1801.

7,058
7,565

If the marriajre registers be turned to, still more

(convincing testimony to the spread of education will

be found.

Out of 10,000 persons marriisd the illiterates

were :

—

1861 8,460 1891.

1871 1,349 1898.

1881... 556

S34
165

And even of the present small resiaium of illit-

erates, the larger number were not born in Australia.
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CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX TO EVENTS IN
AUSTRALASIA.

mo—

1773—

1783—
1788—

1791-

179a—

1794—
1795-6—

1797-
1798—

1801-3-

1802-

Captain C' ^k in the Endeavour landed at Botany
Bay and took possession of the country in the
name of King George III.

Captain Marion du Fresne and Captain Crozet voy-
aged from Nantes in the Mascarin and Castret to

Tasmania.
New Act passed authorising transportation.

Governor Phillip arrived with the first Fleet in

Botany Bay.
Formal proclamation of New South Wales.
Settlement of Norfolk Island by Lieutenant Philip

Gidley King with fifteen men and six convict

women.
Jean Francois Galup de la Perouse visited Botany

Bay. Father Lo Keceveur, naturalist of the ex-

pedition, died and was buried there.

King George's Sound discovered by Captain George
Vancouver in the Discovery and CJiatham.

Captain Bligh passed Cape York in the launch of the
Bounty.

Admiral Bruni D'Entrecasteaux in the Recherche
and L'Esperance searches for La Perouse.

John Hayes in the I>ufce and DuchcasvisitcTismania.
Voyage of Dr. George Bass and Matthew F'indersin

the Tom Tliumb.
Lieutenant Shortland discovered the Hunter River.

Discovery of coal at the Hunter River.

Discovery of Bass' Straits by Dr. George Bass and
Matthew Flinders in the Norfolk.

Matthew Flinders in the Investigator completed his

survey of the Australian coasts.

Captains Baudin and Hamelin in the French ships

Oeographe and Naturaliste visit the Australian
coast.

Discovery and survey of Port Phillip by Captain
John Murray and Surveyor Grimes in the Lady
Nelson,
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1803-

1804—

1804-

1805-

1808-

1812—
1813-

1814-

1815-

1817-

1817-19

1820-

1825

It

1824-
it

((

1825—

CI

1820-

II

1827-

Abortiv! attempt at settlement in Port Phillip.

Lieutenant Colonel Collins formed a penal settle-

ment at Port Phillip, which waa soon abandoned.

Insurrection of convicts in New South Wales—sup-
pressed by the military. The ringleaders, eight

UJ number, were executed.
^

Tasmania founded under the name of Van Diemen s

John MacArthur commenced sheep^ farming at Cam-
den. Immediate success.

Governor Bligh deposed. The Government taken

over by Major Johnson commanding the New
South Wales Corps.

Tasmania declared a separate colony.

Wentworth, Lawson, and Blaxland succeeded in

crossing the Blue Mountains. The Bathurst

Plains discovered.

Country round Berrima explored by Hamilton Hume
and his brother.

Civil Courts introduced in New South Wales. Ellis

Bent first judge of the Supreme Court.

First Australian inland river discovered by Deputy
Surveyor Evans and named Macquarie.

Lakes George and Bathurst, and the Goulburn
Plains, discovered by Messrs. Meehan and Hume.

-John Oxley, Surveyor-General of New South Wales,

explored the Lachlan and Macquarir

First Australian Constitution (New Sou Wales).

Partial separation of Tasmania from New South

Wales.
Pandora's Pass, in the Liverpool Range, discovered

by Allan Cunningham.
Surveyor-General Oxley discovered the Brisbane

River.
Settlement on Melville Island.

Penal settlement at Moreton Bay.
Hamilton Hume and W. H. Howell make a success-

ful overland journey from Sydney to Port Phillip.

Free immigration introduced on the recommeiula-

tion of Mr. Commissioner Bigge. Grants of land

were offered to the immigrants as inducement

and convicts assigned to them.
Major Lockyer made a boat excursion up the Brisbane

River.
. ,

Major Lockyer founded a settlement at King George a

Sound.
Penal settlement proclaimed at Moreton Bay.

Discovery of the river Darling by Sturt.

Allan Cunningham discovered the Darling Downs,
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1828-

1829—

1830-
1831-

1834—
is;u—
1835—

Rivere*
Dumaresque, Owydir. and Condamina

Second Constitution of New South Wales
Captain James StirlinK and Charles Fruser, in H M 8

Success, surveyed the coast of Western Austraiiafrom Kins George's Sound to Swan River.
Settlement at Swan River.

18a9-80-Captain Sturt^sai^eddown the Murray-explored the

niack war in Tasmania.

*^*fcSd""'*^^'
"'ossed from Perth to King Ooorge'a

Lord Ripon's Land Regulations passed.
The South Australian Act.

'-~-~-

Tlie Henty brothers settled at Portland Bay.
Expeditions to Port Phillip by John Batman. Fawk-

ifL-ir
."«'.» expedition to Port Phillip.

183 - Adelaide founded by Sir Joh » Hindmarsh, first Gov-emor of South Australia.
Captain Hobson, in H.M.S. Rattlesnake, surveyedand named Hooson's Bay."

^uSlTaFelS'" '"* "° "P«*''"°" **»^-«»»
" ^'^^™*' recognition of squatting in New South

Proclamation of Port Phillip District.
Captain George Grey with Lieutenant Lushinston

explored the North-West coast.
Assignment system discontinued in New South

Wales.
Massacre of forty blacks by white settlers at MyallCreek—seven of the offenders hanged.
Second expedition by Captain George Grey in

Western Australia.
George Hamilton and party journey overland from

bydney to Melbourne.

Tfi Vn A 1 S'^^^J*'^
o' Gippsland by Anj-us McMillan.

1810-41—E.J. Eyre travelled along the Great Australian Bight
to King George's Sound.

Abolition of transportation to New South Wales
Separation of New Zealand from New South Wales
Discovery of the Kapunda Mine by Captain Bagot.
U'scovery of the splendid BurraBurra copper mines.
*irst representative constitution of New South

Wales.
Crown Land Sales Act (Imperial).
Proclamation of Moreton Bay settlement (Brisbane).
Great commercial crisis in New Sou^h Wales. Fail-

ure of tlie Bank of Austraiia. Great lottery of

1837—

1838—

1839-

1840-

1841—

1843—
1842—

184»-

MMB
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1843—

1847-

1848-

1849-

Bank nrotx'fty. Enormous decrcnsft In vuluw—
sheen sold at 6<1. a lu-ud, cuttle at ;!s. M. i«r Iwad.

Count Paul Strzelockl explores (lip|mlaii»l in Mc-

Millan's tracks.
, ^ ^ i

{344^5—Great Central Dtocrt expedition under CaptAin

Charles Sturt. ,
, . ^ .^ ,

" First expedition of Dr. Ludwig Leichhardt from

Darling Downs to Port Essington.

1845-46—Sir Thomas Mitchell's Barcoo expedition.

1846— I^ichhardt's second expedition,
, ^ . .

" Fintt expedition of A. C. Gregory and his brother In

Western Australia.

First exp«'ilition of E. Kennedy to dotermine tho

final course of Mie Victoria Kiver.

Leichhardt's third and last expedition.

Exploration of river Oascoyne, Western .Australia,

by A. C. Gregory and party.

First Australian University ojiened at Sydnev.
Commencement of trauBiKjrtation to Western

A-.tstralia. „ ».

yittemr*«d revival of transportation to New South

Wa'cs. The convict ship Hashemy was sent on
Trom Melbouine to Sydney. Tho landing of the

convicts was opjosed with grr.it imlignation.

Eventually the convicts were assigned to the

squatters on the Darling Downs.
The construction of the fiist Australian railway line

begun.
Victoria proclaimed a separate colony.

Gold discovered in Victoria and New South Walea.

Customs establishments transferred to Colonial

Governments.
Gold revenue transferred to Colonial Exchequer.

Abolition of transportation to Tasmania.
Colonial Mints established.

Disturbances on the Victorian gold-fields.

The imine Van Uienien'.s Land changed to Ta-sniania.

Tlie Eureka Stockade.

The fust r.-iihvay opened—line b<»* dney and

Parraniattn.

Sir Thomas Mitchell died near 3y
New scheme for the government - the gold-fields

introduced.
Responsible Government Introduced into all trie

colonies except Western Australia.

Tlireo colonies—Victoria, South Australia, and New
South Wales—agree to suspend collection of bor-

der duties during three years. Victoria abrogated

the agreemout within the terui.

1850-

1851—

1853—
1853—

18.-)4—

1856—

18.58-

1838—
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3urke, Wills

ll

I

l\ r

\

'I

1/ '>

1^1

1H5S— J. McDotiftll Htuiirfs flnt < xiwdition.
1S5U— J. McDoimll Stuart's ge<!i)iid i'X|)edili(>n.
" <juconalaiul prucluiiucd a H«-parat«< colony.

18fl0-fil—Hurke and Wills exptdition. Death of Bii

and Orev.
1861-68—J. McDouall Stuart's third expedition—he crodwd

the Contineut from South to North.
1863— Total ah tion of transportation to the Australian

colonies.
1867— Discovery, by three brothers named Morgan, of the

Mount Morgan C^old-flfld. The land bought by
them for £140 is now worth £18,000,000.

1869— John Forrest's first expedition to Lake Barlee,
Western Australia.

"
J. McUouall Stuart died in England.

1870— John Forrest travelled the Great Bight from Perth to
Adelaide.

" Representative Government granted to Western
Australia.

" Federal Conference held at Srelbourne.
" British troops withdrawn from New South Wales

and Victoria.
1871— First railway in Tasmania opened from Launceston

to Deloraine.
" Tin discovered at Mount BischoiT, Tasmania.

1872— W. C. Wentworth died.
" Great Overland TolcRraph Line, Port Augusta. South

Australia, to Port Darwin, Northern Territory,
was completed.

" Gold discovered on the Palmer River, Queenslan<l.
Cable was laid from Port Darwin, Northern Terri-

tory, to Java.
Kinest Giles' fu>t expedition in Western Australia.

1873 — Free, secular, and compulsory education introduced
in Victoria.

1873— Hich yields of gold at Hill End, New South Wales.
" Melbourne and Wodonga railway was opened.
" Second expedition of Ernest Giles.

Major Warhurton travelled from Alice Springs to
the Oakover River in Western Austmlia.

1871— John Forrest explored from the Murchison to the
Overland Telegraph Line.

Fiji Islands acquired by Great Britain.
Triennial Parliaments instituted in New Rontli

Wales.
Adelaide University founded.

1870— Giles conducted the Elder exiie'l'iinn from I'take
Station, South Australia, to North- West coast of
Western Australia.

-J
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1675

IHTft-

1877-

18:7-78-

1878—

1870—

1880-

1881-

1883-

huile aiil It) ifliKi"ii iiWolUliwl in \ ictoria.
^

Free Seoulur K.liivution Art pa««e<l in Wnccn' anil.

TnrKaiiini. liwt <>f Tasi iiiniiin nalivpn, iUe<l.

Ool.l iliscoverod at Bfaconsfiell. THsmaiiia.

Ov.rlnn.l TeloRraph Lino. Adelaide to I'ertl'.ownirt.

Upper nou.se, Victoria, rejected Paymenv of Moni-

bers lull. „ .<, . j
Hikh Comminsioner of Wustern Paciflc aplwinted.

-Chinese Immigration Restriction Act of yucent*Iand

Black Wednesday. DismiHsal in MeUwurne of hun-

dreds of civil servants. Petition made to •«>

Imperial (Jovernment to assist the comny t >s

constantly rocurrinR constitutional di. Icuities—

Mr. Qraham Ut-rry the spokesman. The Secretary

of State refused to interfere at the re<iue't of one

Ilouse only.
. , ,

Melbourne nndHobson's Bay Railway was purchased

b» Government.
» ui- i „j i„

Secular and compulsor. education established in

South Australia.
. , , »•

T:rnfst Favene le<l the Qupensland«r trfiiis-conti-

nental expedition from Hlackall to Powell s Creek,

on the (.)veilancl Telegraph Lm**-
. . ,

,

Discovery of the Ord and Margaret Rivers by Alox-

amler Forrest. „ , ,

(Sarden Palace Exhibition at Sydney was opened.

First Arti"(ian Pore in Australia sunk, at KiUani,

Now South Wales.
. ^. .., .

Akx. Forrest discoNercd the Fitzroy River, Western

Australia. „ . , .,

New South Wales Mint first issued silver com.

Fortnightly mail service with Englan.l commenced.

Melbourne University was opened to women.

Compulsory Secular Eilucation Act passed in No\n

First"" Int'>rluitional Exhibition. Melbourne, was

opened. ,

Federal Conference at Melbourne and Sydn.^y.
_

Australian frozen meat was first .lelivcred in Loii'ion.

Poll tax was imi)osed on Chines^e^

NugKet of 1,393 oz. was found at Temora, New Soutli

AVivlcs

Ouoenslaiid Government sent ofTlcor to take possos-

sion of New Guinea. Annexation repudiate.l by

T^ord Derby.
Sydney and Melbourne connected by railway.

Charles Uasp discovered silver at Broken UiU, Ne«

South Wales.
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1883— Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery established,
Adelaide.

1884— British Protectorate declared over New Guinea.
1885— Australian Contingent for Soudan sailed from

Sydney.
" Silver-lead discovered at Mount Zeehan, Tasmania.

1886

—

Federal Council began first session, Hobart, Tasma-
nia—Victoria, Tasmania, Queensland, Western
Australia, and Fiji represented.

" South Australia celebrated its jubilee.
1887— Bulli Colliery, New South Wales, explosion, 81 Uvea

lost.
" Australian Conference in London.
" Gold was discovered at Yilgam, Western Australia.

1888— Centenary of landing of Captain Phillip celebrated
throughout New South Wales.

'• Weekly mail service to England commenced." Imperial Defences Act passed." Second "Victorian International Exhibition was
opened at Melbourne.

1889— Cable was laid, Broome, Western Australia, to Ban-
joewangie, Java.

" Hawkesbury River Railway Bridge, New South
Wales, was completed. Direct railway communi-
cation was established between Brisbane and
Adelaide.

1890— Gold V as discovered at Mount Morgan, Queensland." Federal Conference, Melbourne." Great strike disturbances at Sydney.
" Responsible Government granted to Western Aus-

tralia.
" University of Tasmania established.

1891— Australian Federal Conference met at Sydney.
Auxiliary Squadron arrived in Port Jackson.
Colonies entered Universal Postal Union.

1893— Run on Savings Bank. Sydney, occurred." Public education made free in South Australia." Bayley discovered rich reefs at Coolgardie, Western
Australia.

1893— The great flood at Brisbane." Financial panic at Sydney. Melbourne, and Brisbane,
many banks suspended payment." " One man one vote " came into force in New South
Wales.

" Cable, Bundaberg, Queensland, to New Caledonia,
was opened.

1894— Live cattle first shipped from Sydney to Great
Britain.

1895— Conference of Premiers at Hobart.

,* if
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1897—

i It

It
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1898—
tt

I
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1899-

1900—
1901—
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Live cattle shipped from Brisbane to London.

Governor Sir R. W. DulF, of New South Wales, died.

Federation Enabling Act passed by various colonies.

Public Service Act passed in New- South Wales.

Subsidies to denominational schools withdrawn in

Western Australia. , , ,. , ,

State Bank, under State Advances Bill, established

in South Australia.
. , . • , c tu

Calvert exploring expedition from Adelaide, South

Australia. ,. „ . .. t,

Queensland rejected the Australian Federation bn-

abling Act.
. . . ,. • i i

Chief Justice Way of South Australia appointed

member of the Judicial Committee of the Privy

Council.
. , , » J 1 -J

Australian Federal Convention met at Adelaide.

Australasian premiers and colonial troops were

present in England at the Record Reign celebra-

tions.
. ^ i „ J

Australian Federal Convention met at Sydney.

Federal Convention third session at Melbourne.

Coolgardie Exhibition.

Government notified that in future Japanese labour-

ers would not be allowed to land in Queensland

without passports from their Government.

Hon. T. J. Byrnes, Premier of Queensland, died.

Right to coin silver and bronze tokens conceded to

Australian Mints—the profits therefrom to be re-

tained by local Governments.

Earl Beuuchamp appointed Governor of New ^'>ut i

Wales and Lord Tennyson Governor of South

Conference of Premiers on Federation held at Mel-

Ten members appointed to Legislative Council in

order to carry Commonwealth Bill.
.

Referendum on Commonwealth Bill taken in fiyo

colonies—Victoria, South Australia, New South

Wales, Tasmania, ard Queensland.
o iu

Departure of Australian contingents for South

The Australian Commonwealth Consummated.

Inaugural ceremonies, Jan. 1.

First parliament opened by the Duke of Cornwall

and York, May 0.
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INDEX.

Abolition of Convict Trftnsportatloii,

81 et seq. ; of Transportation to

W. Australia, 261. „. „,, oo?
Aborigines in Tasmania, 213, 214, 227

etseq.; in VV. Australia. 264.

Aftriculture, Increase In. "U, re-

newed attention to, 874.

Alienation Bill, Crown Landj_5S.

Archbisliop, Vrayer of the, 4»r.

Artlmr, Colonel, in Tasmania, 818

Assassination of Duke of Edinburgh
attempted. 77 et »eq.

Australia, Settlement in Population

Austin, Mr. K., exploratlong of, 293

Austrafasian Federal Convention,

First, 421, 422.

Australian Federation strongly sup-

ported in Tasmania, 251, 252.

B.

Barton, Rt. Hon. Edmund,P. C. K. C,
435-436

Bankruptcy, Universal, In Australia,

350 et seq. _ ., , „„
Bank of Australia, Failure of, 352.

Bank, Crisis, 1MU3, 393.

Bathurst Convention, 420.

Batman, John, Pastoral Association

of, 13.3, 134, 135.

Bentley, Trial of. 151, 152.

Blackmore, Mr. E. O., reads procla-

mation, 4.W. „,
Brisbane, Gov., Reforms of, 2.>

Burton, Insolvency Law of,350.

Bull! Coal Mine Disaster, 101.

Bushrangers, Troubles from, 04

etseci.

Ersl!rrgln^',m^i fin Tasmania,

217. KJ ('( si'l-

Border Duties Bill, 85 et teq.

Bourke, Sir Richard. SO, 13T. 188.

Burke, Robert O'Hara, T^'irlora-

tious of, 156 et leq. .

Bowen, Sir George, In Qu6'H..-,iana,

178.

C.

California, Migration of settlers to,

359
Capital, Lack of. In Victoria, 390

Captain Cook's discovery of New
South Wales, Anniversary of, W.

Carrington. Lord. 99, 100.

Chinese, Influx of, causes trouble,

S78
Chinese Restriction Act, 96.

Chinese Immigration Question, 88,

Chinese Troubles, 57 et teq.; In

Chu?chand*8chool Lands QuesUon,

Clothingr&st of. 348, 349.

Colony esUblished in New South Wales,

11 e( sfij.
. .„ .

Commercial Crisis. 33 et leq.

Conference at Melbourne, 430; at

Corowa. 420.

Constitution Act, 40 et leq.

Constitution Bill, 127 ; opposition to

the in New South Wales, 428

et »'eg.; amended, adoption of, in

N. S Wales. 431, 432; fuial vote

on, 432.

Convention Bill, 422 et Kq.
Convicts refused a landing by colo-

nists, 35 et scq ; sent tii Western
Australia, 260 ; last attempt to

transport to Australia, 358 et seq.

Cook, Capt. James. Discoveries of. 4

er seq.

Cowper. Mr. Charles, 54 et seti.

Criminals, Transportation of, from
England tn Australiii, 9 et seq.

Crown lands, Roveuuo derived flua,

341.
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Currency, S21 et tq.; ImproTement
of the, S;ili et teq.

Customs Union, Attempt to torta a,
83, 86.

.'>

'Vk:

m-.
ft

Forrest, Sir J., 48S.
Franchise (granted to women In

''outh Australia, 208.
Fr. !in. Sir John, in Van Diemen's

Jd, 232, 233.

Dftlley, Riffbt Hon. W. B., 103.
Darling, Sir Charles, in Victoria, IM

et teg,
Deakiu, Hon. Alfred, 435.
Denison, Sir William, 49.
Dickson. Sir James K., 4S5.
Diffloulties faced by Coloniita, 16

et aeg.
DistreMln South Australia, 196, 197
Discoveries, First, 1 et aeg.
Discoveries, Early, in Australia, 3

et aeg.
Division of New South Wales, 87
Duff, Sir William Robert, 110, 118
Duke of Edinburgh, Visit of, 76 et aeg
Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and

York, at Melbourne, 443.

E.

Educational System, Modlflcatlon
of, 75 et aeq.

Education, Spread of, 455.
Edward VII., King, Announcement

of, 443.

Electric Telegraph, First, 48; es-
tablished in W. Australia, 266,
267.

Emigration to Paraguay, 104, 105.
Employment, Difficulty in ending,

Empress-Queen, death of, 442.
Enabling Acts, 421, 427 ; of N. 8. W..

431.

Exchange, Method of, in Australia.
890.

Explorations in Western Australia,
295 et aeq.

Exports from Australia, 363, 334.
Exports and Imports of Western

Australia, 404, 405 ; of Austra-
lasia, 447 et seq.

Eyre, Mr. E. J., explorations of, 291.

i- H

F.

Federation, Question of. In Queens-
land, 184, ISo.

Federal Council, First, 418.
Financial Crisis, 110, 111.
First settlement in Western Austra-

lia. 254.

First Parliament, opening of, 443.
Fiscal policy, A change in, 377.
Floods, Disastrous, 45.
Floods and Droughts Suffering re-

RultinK from, 376.
Forrest. J.&A... Explorations ot.m

et aeq.

Olpps, Introduction of New Consti-
tution by, 82.

Gold Fever, Men brought to Austra-
lia by. 364 et aeq.

Gold Fields, Rush to the, 280-285.
Gold Rush to Queensland, 47; ef-

fects of, generally, 368, 369 ; ef-
fects on Industries, 309.

Gold Discovered. 37 et teq. ; In
Vestern Australia, 279 ; In
Queensland, 181, 182.

Gold Discovery, Benefit of, to
Western Au.)tralia, 40S; dis-
covery of. In Queensland, 181. 188.

Grant, Lieut., Discoveries of, 119.
Grey, Capt., In South Australia, 196

et seq.

Grey, Captain George, Discoveries of,

H.

Hampton, Gov., in Western Austro-
lia, 861. (See Tasmania.

)

Hardships of the Colonists In
Western Australia. 256.

Henty, Thomas, and family, In
W^estern Australia, 127, 126, 129.
131.

Hindmarsh, Gov. of South Australia.
193, 194.

House Rents, 335 ; cost of. 308.
Hobart, Conference at, 421.
Hopetoun, Lord, takes oath of

office, 438.
Ilovell, Captain, discoveries of, 123

ef aeq.
Hume, Hamilton, Discoveries of, 123

et aeq.

Immigrant Agents, Appointment of,
56.

Immigration, Assisted, 327; system
of, 35 ; encouragement oil, 340

;

policy of, a vigorous one in
Queensland, 395.

InauK'ural Celebration, 1901, 435, 43C
et acq.

Intercolonial, Conference, Questions
discussed at. 379.

Industrial development by acquisi-
tion of Territory. 324.

Industrial development in New South
Wales, 382, 383.

Industrial Periods in Australia, 810
I ( .,./.

Industries, Chief, 3C8,

I m
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Kelly OanB, Captiire of, 161, ie», IM.
Kiuir, Uovernor, 19 et teq.

KiDgstOD, Kt. UOQ. C. C, 43&

Labour, Scarcity of hired, 387, 844

et wq.; conditions of, 394; em-
Bloyment of coloured, 343-314;

ifficulties, 412 et teq.; free, In-

troduced, 343.

Labour Party, 105 ei sea.

Labour Troubles, 102 et tea.

Labourers, Katlons issued to, 331

;

good coBdition of, 3ftl; great
prosperity uiiiong, 389, 390

;

wages 01 lu South Australia,
400.

Lands, Crown, Renting of, 340.

Land Grants to Colonists in Tas-

mania, 247; system of making,
838 et teq.

Latrobe, Gov. of Victoria, 144 et teq.

Legislative Council, First, 28.

Leiehhardt, Dr. Ludwig, explora-

tion of, 173, 174 et acq.

Loans, floated in England, 390.

Logan, Captain, Prscoveries of, 168.

Lyue, Sir W. J., 435.

M.

Hacquarie, GvV., Reforms of, 8S

et teq.
Manufactured Articles, 335.

Martin, Sir James, 100.

Master and Servants Act, 343, 313.

Melbourne, Population of, In-

creased, 372.

Miners, Troubles among the, 385.

Mitchell, Major, Discoveries of, 12C,

ISO, 131, 132.

Murray, Lieut., Discoveries, 119, 120.

N.

Nati stralasian Oonvention,

New , Annexation jf, :
/"

Hew b. Vales Act, 375.

C.

Occupation Bill, Crown Lands, B5.

Occupations, Early, of Colonists. IS.

Oxlcy, Surveyor-'Jen. John, ex-
plorations of, in Queensland, 1G6

et teq.

Parkes, SirHenry, 90e«seg , 115, 116.

Pearls found in Western Australia,

862,

Phillip, Captain, First Governor, IS
et teq.

Port Phillip, Cnloiihuition of, 18«. iS7,

188 ; aeiiaration of, fniin New South
Wales, 141, 143.

Prisoners, Disposal of, 325 et seq.;

Assigning of, to settlers ceased,
3U.

Property, Value of. Increased, 392.

Provisions, Price of, 332, 834, Mfl, 347.

861,368.
Public Debt, 453.

Public Instruction Act, 96.

Public Works, Policy of Mr. Henry
Parkes 90, 91 ;

construction of

in Hew South Wales, 883 ; ex-
penditure on, 386.

Q.

Queensland, becomes a separate
Colony, 51 explorations in, 171

et teq : sep'wration of from N 3.

W., 178 ; system of government
of, 178; coloured labour in,

895 ; industrial conditions in-

fluenced in, 390, 397 ; exports
aJd imports of, 395, 397, 898.

Railroads, Construction of, 373. 880 ;

extent of, 454.

R.

Religious equality granted by Sir

Ri.'hard Bourke, SO.

Rents, House. 347 et teq.

Responsible Government, First In-

troduced, 4&etteq.; in Victoria,

155, 156 ; in Tasmania, 244, 245

;

granted to W. Australia, 276.

Revenue, Sources of, 452.

Riots, Gold, in Victoria, 149 et teq.

Robertson, Mr. John (afterwards
Sir), 52 et teq., 90, 94 ; death of,

109, 110.

Kobertsoii Lanis Act«, .56 et seq.; elTect-t

of, S3.

Rum Trade, Struggle to suppress:
81 tt tt^.

S.

Settlement, Pastoral, 870, 371.

South Australia, First settlement of,

190; prosperity of, 354. 35S;

finance, condition of, 39S. 399.

System of Government in, 202, 203.

South Africa, Australian volunteers
for, 433 et seq.

Soudanesu Australian Contingent,
98.99.

Speculations, Reckless, of 1810, 351.

Statistics, 444 et seq.

Stead, Mr., 440.

Steam, Communicalinn by, wiia
Great Britain, 303, 373,
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Stephens, Jamei Brunton, 439.
SMrliOfr, Captaia, in Western Aus-

tralia, 1&'
Strike, The Ureal, 406 etaea.; Broken

Hill, iU.
Stuart, McDouall, Explorations of,

Sydney Agricultural Society, 81, 98,
88.

Tallow, Discovery of, 85S.
Tasnian, Abel Jau, Discorers Tas-

maniii, 209.

Tasmania, Early Discoveries In, 809
et teq.; railroads in, 248, 849, 250

;

finance, condition of, 400 , 401 ;

mining developnionts in, 401.
Teleprraph Line, Construction of.

»r7, 378.
Tennyson, Baron, 437.
Thomas, Capt. J. W., at Eureka

Stockade, 152 et seq.
Tin discovered in Tasmania, 819.
Trade and oommunica'ion in Aus-

tralia, Conditions ri, 318.
Transportation finallj abolished, .%,
Transportation of Convicts to Van

Diemen's Land, 833 et teq.
Transportation to Tasmania ceases,

240.

Treason, Felony Act, 77.

Turner, Sir O., 435.

Victoria, Discovery of gold In, IM
et aeq.; prosperity of, 168 tt $eq.;
wages paid in, 8tSi, 889 ; progreu
of, 393.

W.

Wages, Condition of, in Queens-
land, 396; increase In, S4S, SIM;
Improved rate of, in Western
Australia, 403 ; decrease in, 879,
887 ; paid in 16S9, 845 ; paid in
Southern districts, 1849-1861,869,
SCO; paid to labourers in first

years of Brisbane's administra-
tion, 829 et s-q.; In ISfkM, 306,
3fi7 ; paid In Tasmania, 401.

Weld, Frederick A., In Western Aus-
tralia, 205.

Wentworth, Wm. Charles, Death of,
87.

Western Australia, railroads in, 872,
273 ; physical features of, 287 ; its

wealth in gold, 408 ; a penal
colony, •, *8.

Wilmot, Sir '^ardley, In Van Die-
men's Lat *. 835 et seq.

Windeyer, Mr. .astice, 112.

Young, 61r,Tohn, 51, 64.

'Voung, Sir Henry Fox, in Tasniaula,
842 et ie<i.
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