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.A.Mengc from His Exccllew‘y the Licmcmmz Governor 1eith eundry ])npatchcs rclalmgr to the Indians of i
. Prbmm‘e »
F. B HEAD

" The Lieutcnant Govurnor, with refefénce to the surrender by the crown of the controul of the fer-
. ritorial revenue to the Provincial Legislature,” deems it right {0 -communicate to the ‘House of Asse: :nbly the
.. accompanying copies and cxtracts ol a correspondence between the: - Locul-and Impérial Covernments on the
- subject of the Indians in- this Province, and the liberal protection ‘and care which they are entitled to claim,
" from the Legislature, as thc ofiginal possessors of the sod and wmch hc doubts not the House of: Assembly

" will cheeerfully recogmze . o , . ) .

 Goveanuent House, . z
20th January, 1838.

*No. 70. C
: 0
. ( W) Tonortro, 20th August, 1836
- M! Lonp ; S
. . Your Lordsha is.aware that my. predecessor, Sir John Colborne, with a view to cwnllze and -
chnstm.nm the Indians who inhabit the country north of Lake Huron, made arrangements for erccting cer-
taint buildings on the great Manatoulin: Island, and’ for delivering, - on this spot to the. vnsmng lndlzms, ‘their
prescnts for the present year. L _ Lo _

i " The instructions wh:ch lrecenved from your Lordshnp to’ countcmct or defer thcse nrrangements, :
reached me too. faté to be acted upon, and it being impracticable to promulgate to the Indians tbnt they were -
" not w assemble there, 1 determmed to proceed to !hc Island and attend the. meetmg , o

. " I was five days going there.in a cnnoe, .and' dnnng that Eenod, as well as during my retnru, had an i
‘opportunity of meandering through, and living upon the lslnnds which are on the North shore of Lake Huron,
.md which exceed i in number twentv-three thousand. S

.\lthough formed of ‘granite, they are covered: with various trees growmg in the interstices of thc rocks
and ‘with several descrlpﬁons of berries upon whlch the Indians feed the surrounding waters abound in fish.

- ' On arriving at the great Manatoulm lsland, where- lwaa rece:vcd by fifteen. lmndred !ndmns, who ‘
" had assembled for their presents, I found that this Island as well as those 1 bad mentioned, belong (under the
.-~ crown) to the Chippewa and Ottawa Indians, and that it would, therefore, be necessary to obtain their per-
T uusslon before we could avml ourselves of them for the benefit of the other tnbes . o

: Although I'did pot approve of the: msponaibﬂlty, as well as the expcmc of attractmg as had beeu h
‘proposed, the wild Indions from the country north of Lake Huron to Manatoulin, yet it was evident to me’
. that we should rcap a very great _benefit.if we could pcrmnde thege Inditns,who are now i ;eding the progress’
- of civilization in U. Canada, to resort to a place g the double advantage of being a
them, (inasmuch. as it affords ﬁshmg, hinting, bm!-shootmg and frmt,) and yet in no-way adapted to the white:
population. -Many Indians have “ﬁ been in the habit. of living in their. canoes among these islands,” and,
" {rom them, from every en%mry I could make, and from my own observation, I felt convinced that a vast bene-
ult would be. conferred both upon thelndums andthe Prov:ncc by prevmlmg upon them to xmgmte to thxs.
place.. - ‘ ,
- I accordmg!y explamed my views in_private - mtemews whxcb [ bad w:th the Chnefs, and I'then ap-
pointed & Grand Council, on wblch they should all assemble to discussthe subject, .md de]xberately to declare; _
theiropinions. -~ - - . _ _

When the day arrived;. I addressed them at some length and explamed to them, as clearly as | wag
§ ab!e, their real mterests, to which l found them very scnsxbly alive. - o

-The Indians had prev:ously assemb]ed to dehberate upon the subject and had appointed one of thcnr o

- ;"'reat'est orators to reply to me.

: The individual se]ected was bxgonah (the Blackbu'd), celebrated among them for. hmmg, it'is sa.xd on.
‘many pubhc occasions, spoken without ance stopp:ng, from sunrise to supset. .

L Nothing could be more sausfactory than the calm dehbemte manner in which the Cbxef g\ve, in the

* name of .the- great Ottawa tribe; his entire approval of my projects; and as the Chippewas and Otiawas thus -
consented to give up the twenty-three thousand islands, and as the Saugnns also ‘consented to give up-a million -

- and a half acres adjoining the: lands of the Canada Company, I thought it advisable that a short plain memo-.

. randum should be drawn up; exghnnmryofthefongmgmngc metits, to be” signed by the Chiefs while in .

" .Council, and witnessed by the Church of England, Catholic and Methodxst Clergymen who wcrc present; as.
‘xvell as by the several officers of Hm Majesty’s govemment. ’ T Co '

' I enclose to _your Lordshxp a copy of this most xmportnnt document whu-b with a. wampum atmched :
to it,” was executed in duplicate ; one copy remammg with’ me, the other bemgdeposued vnth a Chief ge]ected
gby the various tribes for that purpose - h

.. Your Lordshxp will at once percexve tbat tbe document is not i lega.} i’onn but our dcaﬁngs w;xh the -
- Indians have been only in eqmty, and Twas thereibre anxlous to shew that the tmnsact:on bad been eqmtabl\ -
C explamed to them.: : . o , ;

mirably adaptedt,
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- The surrender of the Saugin Territory has long been a disideratum in the Province, and it is now eg-
pecially important, as it will appear to be the first fruits of the political tranquility which bas been attained. »

" 1feel confident that the Indians, when settled by us in the manner 1 have detailed, will be better off
than they were— that the position they occupy can bona fide be fortified against the encroachments of the whites
- ~—while, on the other hand, there. can be no doubt that the acquisition of their vast and fertile territory will be

- hailed with joy by the whole Province. ;o " ) L .
’ 1 have, &c.,

The Right Honorable
Tac Lorp GLENELG..

(Signed) . F. B. HEAD.

‘A true copj', J. Josgrn.

. (Corr.)
Mr ij,nnxg —

.. Seventy snow seasons have now passed away since we met it Council at the crooked place, (Niagara)
at which time and place your.great Father, the King and the Indians of North America, tied their hands toge-
ther by the wampum of friendship. C i S R o

~_Since that period various circumstances have occurred to separrte from your great Father many of his
red children, and as an unavoidable increase of white population, as well as the progress of civilization, have
had the natural effect of impoverishing your hunting grounds, it has become necessary that new arrangements’
should be entered into for the purpose ol protecting you from the encroachments of the ‘whites.

. In all parts of the world, farmers seek for uncultivated land as esgerly as you, my red children, hunt in -

your great forests for game. If you would cultivate your land, it would then be considered your own property ; in
the same way as vour dogs are considered among yourselves to belong to those who have reared:them ; but un-
cultivated land is like wild animals, and your Great Father who has hitherto protected you, has now gréat dif-
~ ficulty in securing it for you from the whites who are hunting to cultivate it, S ST

dren of the Forest, and I now tell you my thoughts. -

1t appears that these Islandsin which we are now assembled in Council, are, as well as all those on . -

 the north shore of Lake Huron, alike claimed by the English, the Ottawas and the Chippewas.

I consider that from their fédlties, and from their being surrounded by innumerablé fishing ‘lslnnt'is, they
might be made a most desirable place of residence for many Indians who wish to be civilized as well as to be’

‘totally separated from the Whites, and I now.tell you that your Great Father will withdraw his claim to these.

‘Islands, and allow them to be-applied for that purpose. _

. Are yod,'theréfafe,' {he Ottawas and ‘Chippewas, willing:to‘rélinquish our respective claims to these

1slands, and make them the property (under your Great Father’s control) of all ‘Indians whom he shall
allow to reside on them ? If 30, affix your marks to this proposal, o ’ :

(Sigoed). . F. B HEAD,
' ‘Sigued by all the CHIEFS.

* MaNatowaxine, August 9, 1836.

" TO THE SAUKINS. .-

. Mr CuiLpeEN —

You haie;héard' the proposal I have just'mude_»,'to ‘th'e.r(_}bippewas and Ottawas, by which it has been -
agreed between them and your Great Father, that these Islands (Manitoulin) on which we are now assembled .

in Council, should be made the property, (under- your Great Father’s control,) of ali Indians whom he
shall allow to reside on them.  ~ ~ 4 s C e IR

I now propose to ybn that you shouid guriéndér to your Great th?r, the Sauki:;x-’l‘e'rﬁtbyy fou at
‘preseat océup'v, and that yoa shall repair either to this Island- or to_that part of your Temtqry, whzcl_: liesin
the north of Owen’s Sound ; upon which préf)e‘ r houses shall be built for you, and proper assistance given, to -

’ ti

enable you to become civilized and ‘to cultivate land ; which your Great Father engages forever to pro-
tect for you from the encroachments of the Whites. . : oL :

. Areou, therefore, the Saukia Indiaas, willing to accede to this arraggement? If so, affix your marks .

10 this . roposal. . i v HEA]
iRy propo: . . (Signed) - F. B. HEAD.

 Ma xne, August 9, 1836, o ; |
| HANATOTATIIAS, CUgHES, I Signed-by all the CHIEFS.

Under these circumstances, 1 have been obliged to consider what is best. to be done for the Red Chil. . e
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Ne. 102. -Copy. : - ‘ Dowmine STReET, 5th October, 1836.
Sirs I have reccived your Despatch of the 20th of August last, No. 70, reporting an expedition you had
made in person to the shores of the Lake Huron, and the arrangements into which you had there entered into
with the various tribes ofindians. Assured of the vigilant humanity by which your conduct,towards ﬁns helpleas .
race of men, the survivors of the ancient possessorsand lords of the country, could not but be directed, and
conscious. of the incomparable superiority of your means of forming a correct judgment how ‘the:r welfare -
could be most eifectually consulted. I'have thought myself not only at liberty but obliged, in deference to
- your opinions, to recommend for His Majesty's sanction the arrangements and comYacts into which you have
entered ; and inflienced by the same consideration, the King has been graciously pleased to approve them.v

His Majesty, hoimver directs me to commend theue tribes in the strongest possible terms to your con-
tinued care, iuf(?tof signify his. express injunction that no measure should be contemplated which may afford -
a reasonable proepect of rescuing this remantot the aboriginal race, from the cn!amxtons; fate which has so
often befallen uncivilized man, when brought into immediate contact with the natives 'ql‘ Kurope or their des-
cendants. . ’ T -

thtever intelligence or suggestions it may be in your power to convey, rf;Spccting.lgl}e condition of
these people and the prgsepc&:t of thfi%ebeing reclaimed from the habits of savage life, and .bemg_*ennbled to-
share in the blessings of christian knowledge and social improvement, will at all times' be received by ‘His
Majesty with the highest interest. - . S , . , _ ’

¢ S oo o I have, &c., . . - ‘
Lieutenant Governor, .. (Signed) : _ “GLENELG.
F. B. Hean. S
: _ A true-copy, J. Josgrs.

Copy. No. 95. , o . R _ToroxT0, UprER CaANADA,
- B B ‘ 20th November, 1836.
- My Lorp; R e T
S As the object of this communication is to endeavous to supply your Lordship with the informa-
' tion respecting the Indians gnd the Indian Department, required by your Lordship’s despatch -No. 12, I feelit-
. -may be satisfactory that I should commence by explaining what opportunities I bave had of forming the gpinion
1 am about to offer on the subject. S : : I : :

" 1 bave, therefore, the honor to state to your Lordship, that I attended the annual delivery of Presents -
to the vtsiting {ndians at Amberstburgh, as also that which took place for the first time at the Great Manatoq-
-lin istand in Lake Huron. = = - o T S v B
. During my inspectional tour of the Provinee, I also visited (with one or two trifling exceptions) the
whole of the Indian settlements in Upper Canada, and in doing so, made it my duty to enter every shanty or
- cottage, being desirous to judge, with my own eyes, of the actual situation of that portion of the Indian popu-
1ation which is undergoing the operation”of being civilized. ' : R

Ihasehada slight opporturiity of making myself acédaiﬁfed with the Indian character in South Ame-
rica, ‘and from the above data, | have now the horor 0 transmit to your Lordship the following observations
oo thej}iject. oo S o . A ‘ .

. MEMORANZUM.

The fate of the Red inhabitants of America, the real proprietors of its soil is without any exception the
most sinful story recorded in the histury of the human race ; and when one. reflects upon the anguish they -
have suffered from our hands, and the cruelties and injustice they have endured, the mind, accustomed to its
own vices, is lost in utter astonishment at finding, that in the Red mau’s heart there exists no sentiment of ani- _
mosity against us—no feefing of revenge—on' the contrary, that our appearance at the humble portal of his-
Wigwam, is to this bour a subject of unusual joy- If the white-man be lostin the forest, his cry of distress
will call the most eager hunter from his game, and among the tribe there is not aply pleasure, but pride in con-

 tending with each other who shall be the first to render him assistance and food. - ‘

, So long as we were obtaining possession of their country by open violence, the fatal result of the une- -
qual contest was but too clearly understood ; but now that we have succeeded in exterminating their race from
vast'regions of land, where nothing in the present day remains of the poor Indian, bnt the unnoticed bones of
his ancestors, it seems inexplicable how it should happen, that even. where their race barely lingers in exis-
tence,it should still continue to wither,droop and vanish before us like grass in the progress of the forest in flames.
- “The Red men,” lately exclaimed a celebrated Miami Cacique, * are meliing like snow before the sun.”

" Whenever and wherever the two races come into contact with each other, it is sure to- prove fatai to
the Red man. However bravely for a short time he may resist our bayonete and our fire-arms, sooner or later
e is called upon by death to submit to his decree. If we stretch forth the hand of frienidship, the liquid fire
it offers him to drink, proves still more destructive than our wrath ; and, lastly, if we attempt to christianize -
the Indians, and for that sacred object congregate them in villages of substantial Jog houses, lovely and beautiful
as such a theory appears, it-is an undeniable fact, to which, unhesitatingly, 1 add my bumble testimony, that as
* - 3002 a3 the hunting season commences, the men (from warm clothes and warm housing having lost their hardic




hood) perish, - or rather rot in numbers by consumption . while, as regards théir women, it is impossible for any

~ accurate observer to refrain from_remarking, that civilization; .in spite of the pure, -honest and untremitting
zeal of our Missionaries, by some accarsed process, has blanched their bubie’s faces, in short, vur philanthro-
pys like our friendship, hus failed iu its prolessions. . Producing deaths by consumption, it ‘has more than deci- .
mated its-followers, and under the pretence of erudiciting from the female heart the ervors of a Pugan'screed ;

- it bas implanted in thir stead the germs of christian guilt. -

. What is the reason: of il this %— why the simple virtues of the Red Aborigines of America should, un- -
(der all circumstances, fade before the vices and cruelty of the old world, is a'problcm which no one among usis.
counpetent to solve— the dispensation is as mysteriousas its object is inscrutable | have merely mentioned the facts

- hecause [ fee] that before the subject, of the Indians in. Upper Canada cau be fairly considered, it is necessary

" - to relute the ilea which so generally exists in England, about the success which lias uttended the christianizing -

" and civilizing of the Indians.  Whereas, 1 firmly believe' every person of sound mind in this country who is -
. disinterested in their-conversion, and who is acquainted with the Indian character willagree. © © = . .~

st That anattempt to-make Farmers of the Red men has-been, generally ipenking, a complete” -
© failure, _ S e T S e R T

.. 2d; That congregating them- for the purpase of civilization has implanted many more vices than i hn'.
. cradicated, and, consequently, . e L e e T

b

3d. That the greatest kindness we can perform towards these intelligen, sinplc minded. people, is to

* " remove and. fQ’itify them as much as posatble {rom all communication with the Whites. .
o " “Having concluded the few _,;r:@pm!ory ol_rs;'crvittibns'-l"v_vasl'désirbug'to makc,vlbw'ill now: proceed to staxé-. .
" what niegociations ‘[ have alrendy entered inta with the Indians, and what is my hurnble opinion of the course -
*"we: should adopt, as régards their Presents, and the expenses of the Indian Department. ol

At the Great Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron, where I found ahout 1500 Indians of various tribes.

) . assembled for their Presents, the Clﬁppew‘ns:andﬁ'thi: Ottawas ata General Council held expressly for the pur-
" pose, made;over to’ me. 23,000 Islands. ‘The Saugeen Indians also voluntarily surrendered to’ me a million .

~and a balt of acres of the very richest land in' Upper Canada. . For the details attending these surrenders; “see
. ~my Despatch to your Lordship, No. 70 ~ T _ LT
" On proceeding to Amberstburgh, I assenibled the Hurons, who occupy in that neighborhood a hunt-
* " ing ground of rich' land, of ‘six miles square, two-thirds of which they surrendered to me, on condition that one
of the the said two-thirds should be sold and the proceeds thereof investec for their benefit. ’ :

... . The Moravian Ind\iahs?wilh whom I- had also ah.intcrvigﬁ,. have hkemseagreed for an annuity ol" :
" £150; to surrender to mc. about six miles square of black rich land, situated oh the banks of the Thames
" Ineed hardly observe thiat T have thus obtained for Her Majesty's Government from the Indians an- =~ -
immensc portion of most valuable land whieh wilt undoubtedly, produce at nio remote period, more than saf-

. ficient to defray the whole of the expenses of the Indians and the Indian Department in this Province. .

" Onthe. other hand, as regards their interests, my Despatch No. 70, will explain the arguments 1 uséd
- in advising them to retire and fall back 'ugon ‘the Manitoulin and other Islands in Lake Huron, the locality being:
admirably adapted for supporting them, but not for White ‘men, - 86ll'it may appear that the arrangement was-

.. not advantageous to the Indians, because it was of such benefit to.us ; butit must always be kept in mind that .-
however useful rich land may be to us, yet its ouly valué to-an Indian consists in the game it contains—he isin -

- fact Lord of the Manor, but it is against-his nature to cultivate the soil—he has neither right nor power to sell

it. - As soon therefore.as his game is frightened away, or its influx or immigration cut off by the surrounding . )

settlements of the Whites, his land, owever rich it may be, becomes a “ rudis indigestaque moles™ of Jittle value . -

- or importance, and in this state’ much of the Indian property in Upper Canada :gt’prc’senf exists.. .

. For instaince, I found sixteen or eighteen families of Moravian Indians Jiving on a vast' tract of rich ~

Jard, yet from absence of é:xme, almost destitute of every thing—several of the men drunk —nearly all their - - S
-k

children half castes—the high road through their Territory alrost impassable— the white population exeerating -

- their indolence, and entreating to-be relieved from the stagnation ol a block of richland, which separated them -

_from their markets, as completely. as ifithad beenadesert. .~ - - ¢ 0 L0 e
- The above picture (which is'a very common one) will, I think, sufficiently show that, howeser desir- .

wus one. may be to proteet the Indians, and 1 hope na one fecls more deeply for them than mysell, ve! practical-

" . y speaking, the greatest kinduess we can do them i, to induce them, as | have done, to retreat before what

hev imay justly term the accursed process of civilization ;- for, as 'have stated, theinstant they are surrounded :

' v the white population, * the age of their chivalry hos: fled” . "0 A
" . " The Licutenant Governor of the Provisice may: protect them from open violenice, but neither he nor ‘any.

her anthority on earth efn prevent the cqnibin’a;ioxi of petty. vices whigh, asl ‘hagr_;_ :aandy explained, are. as S

" talintheir operation as the boyomﬁiﬁe]f#f L S - T -
oo iQ 'imﬁossi‘bi'e»to-te#ch tbé.lndiaﬁ to bcgvﬁfetof the white m;an;;;"fqr: i:t'sée'r‘mto bcthemsunct of bis np- -
~ - tored nature to Jook upon him as bis.friend ; in short, his simplicity is his ruin ; and though’ he. can entrap .

* 1d conquér every wild beast i his forest, vet ’mv’n‘mbly he becomes himself the prey of his white brother.— -
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"+ they have shed their blood for us—they wo

‘ it_involyes the character of the Indian race.

o 8 |
sz the foregoing reasons, Iam decidedlj of bpinimi, that His Ma ’s Government MId continue. to-ad-
vise the few remiining Indians who are [; ring in Upper Canm!:,“{o retire upon the Manitoulin and other
ilandsin Lake Hurin, or elsewbere tovnu‘:xe C

- Your'Lordship has informed me- that he Committee of the House of "Commons, on M#litary Expendi-
tore in the colonies, are of opinion, *“That the Indian Department may be greatly reduced, if not altogether
“ aboliskied, and they, therefore, call the attention .of the House to the same, and also to the expense of ar-
*“ ticles annuolly distributed to the Indians, and ‘whether any arrangement may not be made to- dispense

the North West. -

“ with such distributions in-future, - or to commute the presents for mormey.”

. - Asiitis your Lodehip_’s desire that i-éhould"‘nﬂ'oﬁl you as muels information as possible on the ubo.ve“
saggestions, | will now respectfully endeavour to do so, , e Co '

_ The Pré,wﬁts which the British govén'xment has becn in the habit of grahting fo the Indians in Upper -

year were ds foilows ; - -

: qu\md::, have been delivered to two classes, termed thé * Resident” and the « visiting” —whose numbers this

Number of Indians resident in Upper. Canada, - I R ST - - 6,507
Average number of do. who, in orler to receive presents from the British Government annually 3.270
T visit Upper Canada frons the United States, - e . e T O add
- ' Total average annual cost: of presents.issued as above, = s - . . £8,500
It certainly appears to me very desirable indeed, that we should, if possible, discontinue the practice -
of giving presents to that portion of the visitin ;

“ but what is desirable isnot always Just, and it is theretore necessars, before the project be carried into effect,
. that we should consider what arguments exist for, as well as againstit. I its favor it may be stated— -

" 1st” That we should éa&é'»an'nnnual expenditure of say £1,000. IR

~ 2uly; That according to comnon laws among nations, there appears to be:no reason why, having lost *
all dominion over, and interest in, the United States, we should. ‘continue to make “annyal payments - to any

" portion of its inhabliants. o

" 2dly, That it Amounts almost (o an act of hostility for-the Britich government fo continue to give guns,

o 'p:owdervﬁ:md ball to the lndian,s_o_f the Uuited States, ‘with whom that people are. dt this. moment engaged in

civil ‘war,

4thly, Th;xt a considerable porﬁoﬁ, of the presents which we give to !i)e In‘dians,"arg,, s}xomy' after their B

 delivery, to be seen displayed by the shop-keepers of the United States, who.often obtain' them almost for
- nothing. .. - e : o : ) o

Iriix;'ep'ly_'to‘the first bb}éc(iﬁn,v namely, ‘ that by wihholding the {*;sénté we _should save an annual

¢ expenditure of £4,000,” it may.be. stated, that of all the money which las ever ‘been expendedt by the . v

. British goverfiment, there is, perhaps; no sum which ought to be less regretted than that which we heve hitherto
. bestowed upon the aborizines of America ; it-has purchased for us the blessing of their race—they love us—

uld do so again, —they look upon Us-as the only just and merciful

mhabitants of the old world : and, ipressed with these feelings, their attachment to.cur Sovereigi amoynts .- .

ahinost to veneration. < IWhen we gee. the sun’ rise in the: East,” said a warrior to' me at the Great Couneil at

the Manitoulin island, « i is our custom lo say lo our young. men, there -8 our Great Father, he tearms us, he
clothes us, he gives us all e desire.” _ A T ot U
. _There can be no doubt that up to the present page in_the history of the Britich Fr.pire, we have acted .
“well towards the Tridians. - What that r flection may intrinsically be worth, itis not so easy to determine, as -
every man will perhaps estimate it differently ; however, . its moral value, whatever it may be, should be-de- .
‘ducted from the expense of which we complain; for we cannot enjoy both advantages, if we save the latter. - .
we must lose the former. ., .- - . ‘ SR < : '

. In reply to the second ohjection, namely, ¢ that according-to common laws among - nations, there ap-
“.pears to be no reason why, having lost all dominion over, and mterest in the United ‘States,  we should cop- o
““ tinue to make annual payments.to any portion of its inhabitants,” it must ‘be recollected that in our wars
with the Americans, we gladly avziled ourselves of the services of the Indians, whom invariably we _promised
we would neverdesert. SRR : S : -

In these promises we made no restriction whatever as to domicile when the Tribes joined us ; we never-

waited to ask whence they camec—at the close of the war, when their surviving warriors Jeft us, we never pre-

scribed to them where they should go.

" It will be asked in what way were these our promises made—it vis._difﬁpﬂt _ié-feplyfo this question, as =

) . An Indian’s worci, when it ls .forma‘ny pbdged, is one Bfthe s'&ongest moml securitics An eartb-—ﬁke
the rainbow it be;msunbmkgn,whengﬂb_enealhisvthwend?hhﬂnnihﬂ?ﬁom T e
p, The most solemn forin in which an Indinn pledgés his word, s by the delivery of a wampum belt of
shells—and whea the purport of this symbol is once declared, it is remembered and banded down from father
to son, m&uamnqmdmdwmgwhnhuqmmodmy : R

g Indiang who reside in the territory of the neighbouring States ; -




4 - Whenever the belt is produced, every minute circumstanoce which attended its defivery, soems insianfly
- to be brought to life, and such is:the singuilar effect produced on the Indian’s mind by this Talsman, that itis
- common for him whom we term * thé savage™ to shed tears at the sight of & wampum which bas aceom-
panied a message from bis friend. -~ - : S T
... I'bave mentioned these facts, because they will explain the confident reliznce the Indians place on'the. -
promises which accompanied by the delivery of wampums, were madé o them by our Generals during, and - -
atthe conclusion. of the American wars. .~~~ - . ST s R
. These rude ceremonies had probably little effect upon- our officers, but they sunk deep in the minds of -
. the Indians; the wimpums thus given have been pressrved, and are now. entrusted to the keeping of the.great - -
~orator Sigonah, who_was presest at the _council [ attended on the Manitoulin Istand in Lake Huron, snd m

- every sense these hyeroglyphics are moral affidavits' of the. bye-gone transnctions to which they relate—on our
> part, little or nothing d>cum:ntary exists—~the’ promises. which were made, whatever they might have beem,. - -

-0 werg almost inivariably verb:l; those who expresséd them are now ‘maaidering in their graves. However, the
+ . regulardelivery of the presenits proves and corra'iorates the testimony of ‘the wampums, and by whatever so- o
. phistry we might deceive ourselves, we conld never succeed in eéxplaining to the Indians of the- United States, -

* : ‘that their Great Father was justified in deserting them.”

- provideitly commatsd withh the British Government their hard earned pensions.

_ Tc,')f the t‘hir.dand'foﬁrth oﬁjéctioni,.‘,I'-h-.'wé_mthi_nag‘ to 're"plj..:for [ must sny,l thinlé the Amencans bave, - - e

- reason for the jenlousy they express at the British Government interfering, by positively arming their own In.
~- dians with whom they arc at.war, witli Baglish guns, powder and ball. ! also cannot deny that a great:pro-

‘portion of the Brcse‘nts? we give to the. American ‘Indians form - a Tribute which we ennually poy to the shop B

. . keepers of the United States.

ST T "Ha.ving',enae:ivomé.d;.ml;v fairly as péséible-'tb;ékﬁl'ajn{tbc-‘ufgument‘s on both Me&lnowbegka'ew s
. _state, that after having given the subject considerable reflection, Tam of opinion that,. to the visiting Indians of .

the United States, w2 cannat, without a breach of faith, directly refase to continue the-presents, which: by the:

- "woril of our Generals we have promiséd, and which by long custom we have sanctioned ; but ohéerving that

_the minis.of these peaple were. wide open to reasnible conviction, it occurred to né that it would not be diffi- -

" eult toexphain to them that their Great Father was still willing to continae Presents to suchof his Red Children . _

~"as lived in his own Lind,:but that in justice to the - Americans, who are now our nllies, he could not atm against

them, thase: Indians who should continue to réside in the Territory of the United States, and consequently that -
after the expiration of thiree years, Prescots. would only be given. to those ‘of our Red Children who actually PR

" shall inhabit the:Canadas,

L Tdid not formally make this d_éblar:;-&ic}n at’ (he Great:-Counci} at the "‘Mahﬁouﬁﬁ iﬁahd, but it ‘was' - -

sixfﬁf:ie'x;:}y nite] to th2m, 12 bz clearly unlerstond, asiar as | could ledra,. and hiave since learned; it waa re- -
- erived ‘without disapprobation,” - - o s s e

f,w.m_ld‘ tﬁer’-:ef)rezre"coxnﬁm.i-tb'i_t this Deeiﬁfatibﬁ should be forgiw_uﬂj: hnr;oﬁmed}it the next chvery

“of Prescats ; the [adians in th> Ulited States would thus have plenty of timé to prepare for the change, which - .

7 tes grite oonflen: wia'd end by ourbeing eelevsed hionsurably and ahigether from an engagement which [

‘cértainly think we hive maintaine ! long ens.izh, 1o revard liberally the .United States Indians, for the services . - .
" they ren dzred us during the war.” Inlesd taere can bz no doubt that we have: tréated their warriors infinitely -

©.better-taan we hive belnved to.our 6w velrans Wi, biind, wounded, matilated; helpless, and miserable, are, ..
© . at'this. myment wan bering in the great bish os willernzss of: Canada, rezretting the hour that they. ever im-.

CLdy nat think the Inians of the United States ¢ould or woald campl

. “For ._mﬂy‘: ré'w'wris which it .§v6tl¥-d: e :tc:flit')x'xé té: ydﬁr' Lbrdsﬁip that. I sﬁquld detail,. T would rccom-

dmofthe .ibov_é armngement,and' RS

1 feel certain that thiagh a few would at fiss! immigrate to Canadd, they would not long remain’there. |

"m2ad that'th: Preseats to the visiting-Indians should, for-the thre.: yezirs;;be.jdeliygred‘ at the Manitoulin Island =~ :

“only. - 7

- “The expanse [of forwarding ‘the Presents to that spot, though. less than to the old_ place of delivery, . .-

(Drummani} Islan ) is greater than at Penztanguishine, and Amberstburgh, but as only those who.are really
.. in wait of: their Presants would com: to Manitoulia, we should gain, as indeed we di
- arranzement, infinitely more than the difference.in the expense of transport.” .~ - _

~Ina memorarium I received o0a the 16th of July last from Mr. Commissary Gieneral Routh, many .of
whose suggesions { have ef:cted, that gentleman not sniicipatiog the recommendation I have now. made-for
the uitimate discontinuance of Presents to the Amzrican Indidns, proposed to diminish their expeiise by sub-

“stituting strouds instead of cloth, by_\‘vilii.‘xb!ding powder, ball and shot. = -

d gain this: year by that . B

Every person with whor I have consulted is of pinion, that the latter privation would be most severely |~ -

~ felt by the Indian hunter, who lives by his gun ; however; 1 feel confident that Mr. Routh. himself will igree
* with me in opinion, that. if the presents to all ‘Indians residing in the United States are, as. | propose, tobe :

. totally discontinu=d at so easly a pariod as the expiration of ‘three years, it would be unpecessary, unadvisablé
-~ and usgensrousto make any dedaction from the pittanice-or grataity which is so shortly to be withheld. NEPR

 Your Lordship is aware that considerable expenses for buikling, &c., were incuried at the Manitoulin .

Island this year, but the arrangem=nt was made by Sir John Coiborne, e [ arrived here, and it wis 00

‘ " Inte for m>to alter it ; hiwerer; as:soon as 1 got there I'put & stopto ali that was doing, and discharged every . g




S 7 ". .":-‘.

d?ad of at kut ‘one third. &m ol‘ the !ndiun Presents; wind the expmn of their delivery.
o respectfully mommend that we ubou eouuom todelwer them to tbose few lndxan- wbo connnne to .
o llhht pper Gamda . ,

R T'have already amod tlmt tlns expense will sbortly be defmyed altcgether by the sale of hndo tbey hnn
N th- year lcbera;l{ surrendered to me, and éven if that were not'to be the case; I do think that, e ‘as we

this noble Province, it is ourr bounden dufy to consider as-heir-looms the wreck of that simple =

~ - tinded, al-futed nce, which. as | have alrendy stnted, is: dwly -and yearly fadmg beforc tbt progreu of cmlh

- ation.

,Indums

S We hue only to bear pit:enﬂy with them for & short time, and with'a fcw excepuona pﬂwpuuy half
: 70.&-, their unbappy Face, beyond our power of redemption, mlt be exlmc!.

" 1 am mot prepared to reeommend that money :hould be. at preoem subsumted for Presents to the mn.
g dut Indians ix thus Province. -~ o

O et Becan-e I think. unleu good nmngements were prenoudy made. lbe Xndmns from then' mpron-
dent babits would, m many places be left dcsﬁ!me, and,

o . 2d Without due pfccalltton a money dehvery 080 many men, women and ch'ldren, m:ght posibly
“be mndcd by very gwat nmpoﬁxons. Lo

S Another year’s expmence nnd mﬁcctmn wxﬂ l make no doubt, ennhle me to offer to yom' Lordsb a-
~. decided opinion on this subject, as [ am quite alive’ to. lhe ndvanmge whxch we shou!d gam by the mbsmuuon
"ot woncy, if'it conld be pmperly effected. , .

. “In the cxpemes of the Indian Department whvch at present “amount to £1610 17s. 10d. ; per un. ‘
num. I am of opinion'that.a reduction mxght at-once he made to the following extent, subject to moderate pen-
sions, the greater part of winch mxgh: be'in grants out of jand whnch has’ Intely been. ceded to me by tbc

] Suuenntcndents at£206 14 4 ."-"'7 - ~ .-'_' .-' ; A 4,‘620 '3 0.
] ln:emretcr at - 6" 00" - ,'_" e _'a - . 82 00

S lalso think thata conssdemble reductmn mxght be mnde in- the conﬁngencnes wb:ch at pruent amount b

C Wﬁh respect to the penmons, which’ amount to L462 I cancewe thatas tbcy have already bcensanc- o
: uoned they could net, in jnsme, be ltpeale . : _ v T

. lrrconclm-mn, Tnow beg leave to mfer to my Dmpntcb, l\o 3! reqpcctmg the age and scrnccs of '
Col Gmns I conseientiousty concur with Sir John- Colbiorne and “Sir . Maitland in recommendmg that, "
i the even: mz S lits long and well spent- lile, this officer may niot be neglected by His May-ezy s gOVernmcnt,
to wbose service Twe hd» becn more than half a century unremmmgly and devoted'y auacbed

Hxs name is % vden*:xwd with the Indian histors of this- country, that [ cames‘lv hope he may be ﬂllowed
" %o rem-e on hig full pay. - He has a large family, and his advanced age; aast prewnt his long receiving tbe re~
mxmem.txon so strong!y recommendcd by Su' John Lo!bome %zy Sir Peregnne Maitland and by myself

. '!'a rephca Come! Gwms. who vou!d mnnnue ta ageist as an- Interpreger T havc a}'eady recofi-
mcndcd in"my Despateh Noo 31, the appointment .of: Mr Henbam, who last year has, wuhout &nlary, been
o pcrlorlmng lhe duem ol chl..r supenn:endeut T : S

ST T am decide dlv of o,nmon, ‘that at theup:ntmn o( thrce ye:ns, ‘a sﬂl ﬁmher reducnon may be made.
in zhe Indinnr Department, -and that ite’expenses of every descnpuon wn!l ete kmg, he compk-tely defmyed
by ihe i:mds wbxch l ha.u: L;lely obtmned fmm the Indians: - o .

L ER TR B Ibaw, &c T , R SRR
o m“‘g“mm"“”" PR (Sged) . F. B HEAD. .
o Tm‘. Loxn (xl.tm'.l.c N ’ ' AR
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EztraafrnaaDchdresndioHi:EmllucySirF B Head, meczng Ha .uw
, sz:ryqj Szatefor the: Colomies, datedli:e 20th me b¥837 No. 131.- .”

o “p have received, and bave. !:nd before the ng, }'onr despatch of the mlh of Member Iast, M
. ‘35 mmlng}s%yuur Reporton&eludnnuibaml}ppcr Canada, called for by my dapn&h ol'the M;h
« mmy’ A ‘ .

e B s« Hn yeomtmmds me to' expreuhs atr.sfactmn at tl}e lmetunng and petsmmu y
¢ you have far of these people. - His Majesty regards, ‘with peculiar approbation, -the. humane coneider-

W :“abonl’onhexrnnaonalhabatsandfeeﬁngs, ‘which appears to bave directed your negotintions with them, and oL
‘vhnchhasgmnbmhtolhemggemo{aedbymmgud‘ng tbc»mbbepnmdmm o e T

:'-__'“mfnture‘




B AN ; . .
. “ I fear that it is impossible to guestian tho ﬁm*umcy of the view which you have taken of the conse--

' quences resultmg to the Indians from intrre e with white men; nor can it be disputed that we nre bound
“ by the strongest oblizations, (0 adepf the niost cflectual means. of repairing the ,wrongs ‘'which *ve have in-
* inflicted on them, and of promotinz their future wellare. T should most reluctantly yield to the conviction,
*“ that, in the prosecution of ‘this object, we must abandon the hope of imparting to the Indiuns the blessings of - -
« christianity, on the ground, that thise blossings were necessarily more than counterbilanced by the evils
* with which they have hithierto been vnborpily associated. I should rather be disposed to attribute :hose evils
‘“'to the counteracting tendeney which, under unfavourable ciréumstances, ordinary intercourse with white
““‘men has had on the instruction and eximple of christian teachers, than to any inherent inaptitude in the
* Indians for the reception of a religion, in-itself peculiarly quaiiied to elevate the character and raise the
“¢ standard of morality.. B : o . : : SRR

“ One great advantage which, among others, T should venture to anticipate, from the adoption

« of your suggestion, of interposing aconsideruble space between the country occupied by White men and the _

« Indinn.settlements, is the facility. which such an artarigement might offer to the inculeation, by properly quali-

-« fied Teachersof the doctrinerand preceps of christianity, without iuterference with the ordinary. habits of’
“ life. hitherto pursued by the Indians, and apart from the deteriorating influcnce of a. general intercourse with
* another race, of men.” : L : e

““In my despatch of the 5th October last, I conveyed to you His Majesty’s approbation of the measures -
¢ which.you had taken for sefting the three tribes of [ndians, therein referred to, on the Great Manitoulin island,
. *“and for procuring the cession, to His Majesty, of the large territory hitherto held Ly them as hnting grounds.

- ¢ Convinced, as L am, of the bencvolent feelings which you ‘entertain towards this race, and of the advantages
“ which they may derive from the adoption of vour scheme : I'mnow 1o cxpress toyou His Majest:*s approba- -
¢ tion of the further engagements which you have entered into with the Huron-and Moravian tndions; and of
- * the arrangemenits which you have made for the future distribution. of presents at the Manioulin island - only,

-« instead of the various posts hitherto kept up for that purpose. : S L :

"« Your suggestion that the ‘expense of !n(lian-'f_"r'esc’nts should hereaiter be dcfrayéd cut-of the sale of
“ the lately cedded lunds appears to be very judicisus. e . o

¢ In the hands of the Rritish Government, and: subject to the existing reg’ixhti'ons as'to the disposal of

« p{)b]ic lands in the Colonies, these lunds hitherto of little; it uny valve to !ht; Indians, ‘may not only lorm an .

- unportant. acquisition to the Province, but may at the same time supply the means of benefitting the original
" % occupiers of the soil to a far greater extent thaw has das yet.been practicable, . : T

© "+ The proceeds of the’sales of these lands would, under ordinury circumstances, be included in the
- “.casual and territorial revenues, the vession of which in return for a civil list hag been already offered to the
« Provincial Legislature, but under the peculiar ¢ircumstances attending their. cessicn, *hey ‘wist be held sub- .-
“ ject to the charze of providing to'the utmost practicable extent for the wants'and improvement of thé Indians,
‘ and in esmmuricating to the Council and Assembly; the result of yom Lecent. négocintions, you willy, of
** course, distinctly apprize. -thosé bodies of the object to which:it is intended to npp'y-the sums derived from
« these lands, or so 'much of them us may be required for this purriose, considering the et beneft accruing

~ ““to the Province from the acquisition of these extensive and fertile tracts, 1 cannat doubt ihat this arrangement
< will meet with universal acquiesence. oL L o )
.7 *inregard to the visiting Indiars Fapprove of your proposition to-make to them the formal communica-
< tion that the presents will be discontinued to them after three years; bat'in regard to the nature of those v
« Presents during this interval; I would observe that, although I should be extremely reluctant to make any -

*¢ change ‘which would be.severely felt by these persons, vet if it should appear that the muskets and ammuni- .- -

« tion supplied to them by His Majesty’s Government are directly turned against the inhabitants of ‘the United
- #States, | should feel mysell-precluded from sanictioning the: issue of thosé articles for the future. . | am not,
* huwever, aware of any representations having been made by the Government of"the United States of incon-
. *¢ venience ‘or injury having resulted- from the present practice, and 1 should -not ‘be- disposed to direct any
“ change for so short a period without clear proof of its necessity. ~ . - e

A true extract, y - IR :
" (Signed) - J.JOSEPH. g

o

EXTRACT from a Despatch addrested to His Exscellency. Sir Francis Head by Lord Glenelg, His Majeoty's
0. Secrelaryof State for the Colonies, dated the 20h February, 1887. - - . ‘y’ N
“ With reference to my Despatch of the ‘20th ulfiimo, No. 131, I bave the honor A transmit herewith - .-
. * for your information, ‘the copies of a corresponidence which ‘has passed between the Treasury and this de-
o purty;:nt,'- on the subject of your late arrangements respectmgthelndxansm Upper Capada.” - R

o

o e somm
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" Extract from a letter addressed by Mr. Under Secretary Siephen, to A. G. Spearmans Esq., dated. Downing

S " " Street, the 20th. February, 1887, - - = .- :
... “¢] am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to request that you will:
« gtate to Lord Glenelg, that their Lordships have had under their consideration the Despatches from the Gov~ -

_«ernors of the Canadian Provinces upon the subject of the Indian establishments, forwarded in your letters of
« the 12th and:24th ultimo, and under the circumstances therein set - forth, are pleased to approve of the ar- |
.« rangements reported by the Earl of Gosford for completing the. customary presents to the Indians in Lower
<« Canada for the past year.. Their Lordships also concur in the sanction which the Secretary of State proposes .
"¢t 10 convey toSir Francis Head, for the discontinuance, at the period suggested in’ his despatch, of the issues

. of presents to Indians resident in the territory of. the United States, and for the appropriation of the proceeds
@ of the lands, recently ceded by the Indinns, to the formation of a fund to meet the future claime of the tribes -~
« 1o whom presents are miide-at the expense of the British government, in order to effect which object, ‘their
© « Lordships would suzgest; that care be taRen to ascertain correctly the extent and boundasies of these lands,
.« and thatthe produce of any sales that may be effected of them, is not merged in the general and territorial

" «trevenue of the Province.” .- = - ST R R

o Extract from a leiter addressed by Mr. Under Secretary Slephen, to F. Baring, Esq., one of -the Secretaries of
T : - His Mujesty’s Treasury, doted 24th January, 1837. ST
|« With réferrnce, to'my !et‘t'm«jébf thé» 2th and Iétl_i inst., I am difeéied'ﬁy Lord Gie_neig‘to transmit
. % to.you herewith, for the consideration ‘of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, the copy of a Despatch
* # from Sit Francis Head relative to the expenditure on account of Indiansin Upper Canada... . :

. ° «From Sir.F. Head’s communication their. Lordships will perceive, that although no extensive saving
"« in the expenditure on this account in Upper Canada can be immediately effected, yeta considerable reduc-
~ « tion of this expense may be anticipated within a short periad by the discontinuanice. of the presents to such of the
. _-¢ Indians as shall be resident inthe Territory “of the United States, and that there is reason o hope that this.

- -4 country may ultimately be altogether relieved from this charge, by the application of the proceeds of recently . -
- «.acquired Indian lands to defray the claims of the. Indians t> whom -the annual presents are made.” Lord
- 4 Glenelg proposes to conivey to'Sir F. Head his sanction.of this arrangement.” -~ . . ° SRR

Y




