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TORONTO, FEBUARY, 1889.
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Bditovial Jottings.

\s) OND STREET CHURCH, To-
j « ronto, is beginning a
QNS mission, on Queen St.
N East, for the French
: ~\\ Canadians ; of whom a
. }': A large number are find-

CUAEE ing ther way to To-
= e =~ ronto. It will not only
be a blessing to those poor Romanists, but to

the chureh itself.

The Bowmanville church that was destroyed
by fire last July has Leen rebuilt and now
presents a more handsome exterior than be-
fore.

LuTaEr boldly said that it was for him to
Judge when the Church was acting in accord-
ance with the Spirit of God and when it was
not, and Ze claimed the right of private judg-
ment.—Dr. Marcus Dods. :

PrixcrpaL Grant of Queen’s College, Kings-

ton, arrived home on 22nd December, much !

strengthened and benetitted in health. He
had been absent for several months, and had
gone round the world.

WINTER is the harvest of the church. Don’t
grudge a few extra days spent in direct work
for souls. Every one of us remember, how
when we were young, we often wished some-
body would speak to us about our souls.
Young people feel just so now ! N '

Tur Rev. Jacob Freshman of the [elwew

Christian Church, New York, has Leen in To- ; holdings.

ronto cndeavouring to hegin a wmovement for
the conversion of the Jews in this city. He
preached and lectured in different churches
and considerable interest was manifested.

A CoNGRESS of natives in India urges the
devcloping of representative institutions. Lord
Dufferin, ready to depart from India as Vice-
roy, denounces the whole matter, Congress
and all. We thought we had educated him
better, in Canada.

A CORRESPQNDENT of the Nowconformist
says that. “ scholars remain in ouwr Sunday
Schools much longer than in former years.”
Glad to know, that, as with us, with more
efforts put forth in that direction, the young
people are retained in the Sunday School.

The annual report of the McAll Mission
shows the receipts for the past year from all
sources, to have been $77,000: (reat Britain
contributed $34,000 ; the United States, $23,-
000 ; France and Switzerland, $15,000: Can-
ada, 81,000, and Australia, $200. Fourteen
new statjons were opened, making a total of
113.

IncrupinGg Parkdale, which will ~soon he
legally incorporated with Toronto, that city is
gally \
now found to coutain 175,000 inhabitants. It
has erown at an astonishing rate, fur some
bl b
yvears past  Goldwin Smith says, (and all our
country churches round say the same,; that
“Toronto is erowing, at the expense of all the
tal L
surrounding towns and villages.”

THE Duke of Sutheriand has placed at the
disposal of the Commissioners 8,000 acres of
deer-forest and sheep farms, to be assigned 1o
crofter applicants who desire to extend their
It is about time that these lude
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lords did something to relieve the distress,‘

inational news, for an occasional sermon of th

largely oceasioned by their own tyrannical | pastor, and for the contributions of fricnds on

HICASULCS.

No leader writer would be tolerated on a
public journal who was confessedly incapable
of writing his own articles. Better an cmpty
pulpit than an empty skull in the pulpit giv-
ing forth the mercenary product of the homi-
letie hack., Let a minister read for himself
and think for himself, and then let him testify
the things which he knows, and declare that
which he hath himself experienced.—Rev. J.
Hualsey.

EvERY church debt which existed in Victo-
rin at the beginning of the Jubilee period has
been paid, and all the money required for new
enterprises begun within the period has been
raised, with the exception of a small balance
ot £7,000 which represents the total indebted-
ness of the Congregational churches of Victo-
ria. Well done Vietoria i—d ustralian Inde-
peadent.

Wi direct attention to the card of a rising
and accomplished young architect, Mr. Frank
Wickson. The name is a good one in Con-
gregational circles, and Mr. Wickson studied
not only in Canada, but extended his re-
searches and observations to the United
States and Great Britain ; and has had several
years’ experience in the practical art. Our
folks, when building churches, will not forget
him.

THEOLOGY was a progressive science, which
availed itself freely of the side-lights from
history, philosophy, and natural science; its
progress could only be arrested with disastrous
results, which could be imagined by supposing
the sacerdotal heresy to have prevented Luther
from searching the Scriptures, on the plea
that Christ and theology were the same for
ever. Christian conduct was not a thing of
precepts, but a life breathed into us and in-
carnated in our churches.— Rev. Dr. Hunnuy.

TuE CHRIsTIAN OUTILOUK, is a little monthly
paper, eight pages, and three columns to the
page, edited by Rev. Hugh Pedley, and pub-
lished in Winnipeg, at 50 centsa year. While
as we hope, it is paying expenscs, it furnishes
an admirable vehicle for church and denom-

the spot, who want to say something about
the religious and other uspects of the North-
west.  We wish it every prospeuity.

The circulation of the Milan newspaper, /!
Secolo, which issuing each day a portion of a
new translation of the Bible, has already
reached 50,000. This strange and yet Chris-
tian bit of journalistic enterprise has been so
remarkably successful that Ramon Molina of
Barcelona has arranged for an edition in
Spanish to be published in a similar manner.
The Protestant missionaries in Italy and Spain
may well congratnlate themselves upon tind-
ing such unexpected allies.

The three central dangerous errors of Rom-
anism and Ritualisin are these: (1) The per-
petuity of the apostolate: (2) the priestly
character and offices of Christian ministers;
(3) the sacramental principle, or the depeud-
ing upon the sacraments as the essential,
initial, and ordinary channels of grace. These
are three radical heresies which exclude the
truth, derogate from the honor of Christ, and
betray souls by inducing them to build upon
false foundations.—Dr. Hodge.

Tue Pore’s JUBILEE—To all and each of
the Christians of either sex who shall make a
pilgrimage to Rome on the occasion of our
priestly jubilee, to render the honor and obedi-
ence due to the supreme authority conceded
to us by God ; and also to all the Christians
of both sexes who accompany with theic mind
and heart, the aforesaid pilgrimages to Rome
. . being truly penitent and confessed,
and having partaken of the holy Communion,
for the extirpation of heresy, for the conver-
sion of sinners, and for the exhaltation of holy
mother church, we cuncede in the Lord full
indulgence and remission of all their sins.—
From Leo X111's I'ndulgence.

“] LIKE the INDEPENDENT, at the end, where
the children’s stories are,” said a certain little
Maud. “I like the first beginning,” said Towm-
my, “where the church and the school-house
are—and the editor a-fishin’” Glad you are
hoth pleased. But don’t you know, Tommy,
at the head of the lake, that way, where the
water comes in, is always the very hest parg
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of all the lake for tishing. The in-flowing
waters brought down food for the fish, at
Bethsaida : making it the great fishing place
it was.  Ah, but to fish for little boys and
girls, and the souls of men! What thought,
and anxiety, and patience, and ecare! But the
promise to the tisherman is, that he shall “diaw
to shore” his spiritual captures. Who would
not be a tisherman ?

The question of church entertainments,
which is made often the subject of discussion,
has been settled in a conclusive manner by a
¢turch in Madison, Wisconsin, the policy of
which is briefly explained in a letter to the
Christian. Register. Believing that “a church
should never undertake any purposc primavily
of making money,” it is thought the duty of
the members to give money cutright and not
by indirection. Entertainments, whose object
is education, culture and recreation are consid-
ered useful forms of chureh activity, provided
that these enterprises are not set on foot for
the purpose of making money. The plan of
taking collections is found to succeed better
when there are no entertainmments for making
money, and the church now collects by larger
assessments what it formerly collected by
entertainments.

Fraxcis JoserH oF AusTRIA.—Two facts
illustrate his tenderness of heart. For ten
years after his brother, the Archduke Maxi-
milian, had been put to death, he would sign
no death warrant ; and the first time he did
sign one, his tears so blurred the signature
that he considered the warrant cancelled and
allowed the murderer to live. On the present
occasion of his completion of forty years of
sovereignty, he hasiexpressed his wish that
the money subseribed for the purpose of doing
honor to himself might instead be given away
in the form of charity. Fifteen million florins
have in consequence found their way to vari-
ous hospitals, churches, and schools. The
event was not otherwise celebrated in Vienna,
except in the columns of the city newspapers,
which joined with those of other countries in
extolling the Emperor’s virtues.—Christien
World.

Goop BuTTER—Our good friend, Mr. W.
H. Lynch, one of Rev. J. G. Sanderson’s flock
in Danville, Que., has been in Britain last year
investigating the daivying industry ; and is
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now enlightening the country on that subject,
The letters Mr. Lynch has contributed to the
pressshowan wi leand thorough grasp ot thesul-
Jeet. Hebelieve sin honest butter,and good but-
ter,and teils how to produce it. e advocates
cheese and butter factorics, and home daries as
well; denonnees margarine ; and shows that
while improvement all along the line, might
lower the price of the “gilt-edge” butter, the
increase in the value of the whole product
would far more than make up for it. We
rather like to see a man with a *“ hobly”; and
good butter is a wholesome and patriotic one.

WoMEN AT THE POLLs.—A¢t the latc muni-
cipal election in Boston, the influence of
women was scen. The Catholics demanded
that Swinton'’s History should be discarded
from the public schools, because the author
(very fairly,) described what ¢ndulyences were
in Luther’s time. How could he intelligently
describe what Luther’s quarrel with Tetzel
was, unless he did ¢ But the women—who
could vote at School Board clections, and of
whom not over a thousand had ever voted be-
fore—organized to put in a reliable school
board. Twenty-five thousand of them regis-
tered, and three-fourths of the number voted.
And they not only voted in a * Republican ”
School Board, but indirectly sccured a Repub-
lican Mayor, and reduced the Democratic
“ saloon ” majority in the city council to a
party “tie” And not one was insulted at
the polls. They went two together, or clse
with an “escort”; one brave lady going
under the protection of her eight-year-old
son. A fight got up at the door of a polling-
place. A policeman fromn within appeared :
and seeing lady-voters waiting outside, bawled
out, “ No more o’ that, now! There’s ladies
here!” And peace was restored in a woment.
Out of all this, men of progress can learn sev-
eral good lessons.

STUDENT SuPPLY.—Would not some change
in the matter of student supply for the suin-
mer be advisable 7 The student, no matter how
willing and earnest, can but work at a disad-
vantage. He usually comes to a feclle church
of which at least one State in the Interior has
a large proportion, where there are few, per-
haps none. who can give him the help he needs
in counsel and encouragement; and he must
leave just when work could be carried on most,
advantageously.
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Why wouid it not be a better way for a
pastor desiving rest and chunge to take one of
these weak churches under his eare for the
swnmer and invite the student to his own
better equipped chureh 2 Thus the weaker
church would have the benefit of au experi-
enced pastor to help i in building up its
waste places, and the student bhave the help
which comes from working with a well-organ-
ized body. Many of these churches need wise
planing and guidanee worve than anything
clse, and this only an experienced pastor can
supply.—Chicago ddvance.

Editovial Elrticles.
CHURCH FINANCES.

It is often considered an unfortunate thing that
money should be asked, and supposed to be neces-
sary, for churches. This is a very, very imperfect
view of the matter. Money given to a church is,
or ought to be, considered as given to the Lord.
Now, if money could not be given to the Lord,
what other and better uses could a man make of
it? ) ’

“ He could keep his money and give the Lord his
time.” Well, but money is time, and ¢time is mcney,
in a commercial sense. At best, he could only
give his time in one place ; whileif he gives money
he virtually secures time spent in many places—
wherever his money reaches. Thus, people in
Canada are spending “ time” (by spending money)
in Africa, China and Japan. And often someone
is better adapted for direct work for the Lord than
another ; and the last may help the first by giving
money to enable him to largely spend his time in
Christian work. Thus, often, with private Chris-
tians, and ministers and missionaries. All experi-
ence testifies, however, that a man must not place
his whole service in giving, but at least a part of
itin working. Analogy would seem to say that
neither must a minister place his whole service in
working, but some of it also in giving. The one
helps the other.

The habit of giving needs to be cultivated. Rural
members of churches are often wofully deficient in
this grace. Grown up people are not ashamed to
put coppers in the plate at a missionary or church
collection ; or two dollars as their annual and total
contribution to the church. City peopls do better
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because they have been oftener called upon, and
have thus been trained to give. This would point
to a batter training necessary in the country. And
there is no way yet discovered hetter than the
weekly offering.  When the two dollars conie to be
divided into fifty-two portions, the man will not
put four cents in his envelope, he will put in ten,
And even this small suin, weck by week, hegets n
habit of giving. And no sooner does he find that
he can now give five dollars easier than formerly
he gave two, just by paying it in weekly portions,
than he tells his neighbor of it, and gets him to do
the same.

To people we often say : Alwayssay “yes” when
you can ; but put in any necessary condition. So
we would say : Let no ministerial brother, after
this date, accept the offer of a church without
making it a condition that the weckly offering be
established. The churches will accept the condition,
and a great benefit will be the result.

The great wajority of the churches practise this
system ; some rural churches are yel “in the
woods.” But for missionary and other benevolent
causes there still exist the old spasmodic and un-
certain methods. People would give, say, by the
month, to missionary causes, just as readily as hy
the week to their local church. But they don’t
want to be “troubled ” with such frequent pay-
ments.  The remedy is plain: Give some of the
young members “ something to do,” by making
them collectors of these small monthly sums. The
man whose name has been in the Year-Book year
after year for a dollar, will give 25 cents a month ;
and the man who put down, “A friend, 25c.”
and was shovelled in among the *‘smali sums,”
will now give 10c or 5¢ monthly. They only need
vegular calling on !

Constant miving, to keep the heart in the habit
of giving. Constant speaking of it, lest it be for-
got. Constant prayer for guidance, that mistakes
be not made. Constant watching, lest the tempter
and the world corrupt !

REV. JOHN B. SAER, B.D.

M. Saer, who came from St. John’s, Newfound.
land, to the College, and graduated in 1380, was
first pastor at Wingham, Ont., over a nowly fored
church there, and in 1834 became pastor of the
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Coygregutional Church in St. John, New Bruns-,
wick ; where he at present labours. Two years!
ago he was clinirman of the Cougregational Union:
of the Maritime Provinces.  Our readors willi
remember his addvess from the chair, as published :
in the year book. Last year he visited Britain, and |

wus u delegate to the Congregationnl Union of
England and Wales. Mr. Saer is ono of our “ris-
ing young men.” The cut wo present is by the
courtesy of the publishers of *“Progress,” a well-
conducted literary puper of St. John, N.B.

REV. JOHN B, SAER, B.D,

Our Contributors.
CHRISTIAN UNION.

|

BY JOHN OSBERT HART.

The prayer “That they all way be one,” was
not breathed forth from the heart of the Son of
God in vain. Paul says: “I beseech you, breth-
ern, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
ye all speak the same things, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind, and in the same
Jjudgment.” .

Although the Bible comes to us through dii-
ferent minds, and was recorded in different parts
of the onstern world, and throngh w Jong period of
time, yet thero is perfect spiritun] unity through-
out the whole. Why were the Inspired Writers |

all able thus to agreein their words and writings
Because they all grasped the principie, or obtained
a, view of the truth as one connected whole. They
all understood the working of the law of love aund
righteousness. Their powers were equally devel-
oped. They were not oue-sided in their views, but
perfectly bulanced. They were controlled Ly the
law of love, and irresistibly carried along in the cur-
rent of truth, in the light of which all their words
and actions were according to true knowledge.
Christ faithfully warned his disciples about not
losing this knowledge of the law of rightcousness,
whenhe said “Abidein me.” Paul alsosaid : “There-
fore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard, lest at any time we
should lot thew slip”  But they did let thew slip,
In the durkness of the " o ages the knowledge
of the law of righteousness or view of the truth as



THE CANADIAN

o)
.)5

INDEPENDENT.

one connected whole, was lost to the minds of men,
But God did not altogethor withdraw His light.
Many teae prayers went up through the durkness
o tho throne of God.  There were many knees
that would nuot bend to vecognize any other than
the one living and true God.

The light of the true church rested and burned
in tho hearts of Novatians, Donatists, Paulicians,
Waldenses and Lollards, until the flames burst out
in the sixteenth century. With what result? To-
day, we have a whole wor'd—full of conflicting
sects 3 presenting different views of the Truth;
using ditferent means to advance the cause of
Christ ; and presenting different forms of church
government. low has all this come about ? Here
is an illustration. Ten men go to look at a com-
plicated piece of machinery. While they look at
it, four of the number grasp the principle and
thoroughly understand the working of the whole
machinery as well as the parts, The remaining
six do not grasp the principle. They only sce the
movement of some of the parts. The four who
have grasped the principle all agree and tell the
same story with regard to the movement of the
machinery. The six who have only noticed the
movement of some of the parts, all disagree and
tell different stories as to the working of the ma-
chinery.

Now, the Inspired Writers looked at the truth
and grasped the principle or law of righteousness,
therefore they all agree; are of one mind, and
judgment ; and speak the same things with regard
10 the truth, The founders of the various religious
sects looked ut the truth, but only noticing the
movement of some of its parts, they all disagree ;
each having a different story to tell about the
working of that truth. .

Although possessing as large a revelation of the
truth as they were able to bear, yet lacking suf-
ticient capacity to cnable them to grasp the law of
righteousness or truth as one connected whole, the
founders of the various religious sects have founded
their denominations upon only partial views of the
truth. This has led to hurtful and unhealthy
competition, jealousies, strife and rivalries over
which the truest minds have wourned and wept
for centuries.  Tho soul of the true church to-day
feels the need, and cries out for union, combina-
tion and co-operation in Christian work. Dut

whether it be known or unknown, this denand of
the human soul includes a larger and deeper in-
sight into the true wenning of the Inspired Writ-
gs.

True union and co-operation we shall have, but
it must come about in the right way. Speaking
about God, the Scripture saith : “ See now that I,
even I, am He, and there is no God with we; [
kill, and I make alive ; I wound and I heal.” The
wounding precedes the healing. Death is essential
to life. Disunion is essential to true union. This
is the eternal and unchangeable law of life and
progress in Christ Jesus. “ Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone ; but
if it die, it bringeth fortls much fruit.” These are
the words of Christ. Paul says: I die daily.”
Again he says: “ That which thou sowest is not
quickened, except it die.”

In answer to the prayers, tears and entreaties
of the true followers of Christ, God is to raise up
a teacher who shall interpret and apply llis Word
according toits true meanmg,evenmore clearly than
Luther did, or Calvin or Knox, or Wesley or the
founders of any of the religious sects which have
been organized since the time of the apostles. The
sword of the Word s -.l wound and cut away the
one-sided views and errors in the Christian ranks,
in proportion to which it shall bind up again, and
heal.

The opening up again of the truth as one con-
nected whole, as it was spoken by the apostles,
will be the beginning of true Christian union and
co-operation and the dawn of that period spoken of
when * The earth shall be fuli of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” As the
light of this period advances, the denominations
shall be thoroughly sifted ; the right ever proved
to be right and brought upperinost, and the wrong
ever proved to be wrong and set aside.

Bigotry, one-sidedness, human creeds and error,
shall die with great struggling, but die they must.
Those who grasp the truth according to knowledge,
shall step out of the various denominational ranks
one by one and join hauds and hearts in the name
of truth and righteousness, to work in the same
way according to their gifts, for the accomplish-
ment. of the sune end. This uuton, coopoeration
and combination of Christians formed according to
kunowledge in this way, will be the first genuine
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union, co-operation and combination of Christians MR, HALL'S LETTER.

for agressive Christian work, since the denomina-
tions began, and the first rank of Christians that
can present a united front to the common enemy.

1n proportion as this period and work advances,
the questions about atheism, unbelief, capital and
labor, Sabbath desceration, intemperauce, college
and common school education, organization, union
and co-operation and wissionary work, shall be
solved ; science, philosophy, sociology, culture, poli-
tical economy and every phase of human thought
and action shall become truer and more oue in
Christianity ; the synthesis of history, experience,
reason and Christianity wrought out; the truth
wore and more clearly seen that “God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto himself ” ; and
the prayer of Christ fulfilled ¢ That they all may
be one ; as Thou, Father, artin Me, and I in Thee,
that they also may be one in Us; that the world
uay believe that Thou has sent me.”

In the light and under the influence of this
work, and period of knowledge, the British, the
Dominion of Canada, and the United States Evan-
gelical Alliance, and ‘all alliances, organizations,
associations and societies shall be sifted and cor
rected, the genuine out of them all volunteering
to swell the ranks of the church, which shall be
one in mind and in judgment, going on conquering
and to conquer, and putting forth every effort ac-
cording to knowledge, love and righteousness,
* For the perfecting of the saints, unto the work"
of ministering, unto the building up of the body of
Christ; till weall attain unto the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
fuilgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ; that we may be no longer
children, tossed to and from and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
in craftiness, after the wiles of error ; but speaking
truth in love, may grow up in all things unto Him,
which is the head, even Christ; from whom all
the body fitly framed and knit together through
that which every joint supplieth, according to the
working in due measure of each several part,
maketh the increase of the body unto the building
up of itself in love.”

( Concluded from our last.)

The coast was now drawing near, and the level
of the Fraser River is reached ; and the rich vege-
tation, fruit trees, and vast forests of valuable
lumber come to view. Kamloops is past; the
principal town in the Thompson river valley. 1t
is a beautiful spot. The principal industry-is
grazing, but agriculture and fruit-raising flourish
wherever irrigation is practicable. This is the
supply point for a large ranching and mineral
region southward. The broad valleys intersect at
right angles. There is a background of bordering
hills ; and fine groves line both banks of the streamn,
Yonder is a steamboat ; and here and there are
saw-mills, busy at work. RBut we must pass with-
out description, Cherry Creek,Savona’s Ferry, Ash-
croft, Spence’s Bridge, Lytton, North Bend, Yale,
Hope, and numerous other places. For we are im-
patient to see the

NEWEST CITY IN THE DOMINION,

and the city that has had the most rapid growth
of any perhaps on the continent.

VANCOUVER,

A sudden turn in the road, after you pass Port
Moody, and the new city is full in view. It crowns
a gentle hill, and, on nearly all sides, slopes to the
water. The city fronts on Coal Harbor, and ex-
tends across to English Bay. The situation is most
perfect, as regards natural drainage, harbor facili-
ties, picturesqueness and commercial advantages.
It has a population now of nearly 9,000. Over
24 miles of streets. Magnificent pablic and pri-
vate buildings. Tts water supply is broughit from
a mountain stream opposite the harbor. Its coal
comes from the Nanaimo mines, some thirty miles
distant. The scenery all around is magnificent. To
the north the Cascade mountains, appavently with-
in a short walk; the mountains of Vancouver

Jsland across the water at the west ; to the south-

west the Olympics ; and to the south-east looms
up the great white cone of Mount Baker. The air
is balmy. They teli us of only

< PUREE WEEKS WINTER."
Over in New Westminster and Victoria citics,
we saw the ivy, holly,and woodbine tlourishingas in
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Old Luwl.md Here, too, are ull nationalitics, We
meer many from Britain, from Novw Scotia, aud
other parts of the east of our own country. Chi-
uesy, Japanese, Indinns and Afrvicans,  All wre
here, and all seem to be busy,  The great industry
at present seoms to be strest construction and
house builéing. The difliculties to overcome in
constructing streets avise from the huge timber
that must be removed. Oue stump is almost large
enough to block a thoroughfare. These stumps
are removed by dynamite, and the day of our arri-

val one of the workmen was instautly killed by the
mllm«' debais,

On the arrival of our train, we saw among the
crowd on the platform, the cheery face of the Rev.
James Pedley, the pioneer Congregational minister
of the Canadian Pacific Coast.

We were escorted ta his own brand-new resi-
dence, into which he had moved less than a month
before. The angel of the household was waiting
to receive us. Here we made our home for the few
days we had to explore the new city. The evening
of the same day at a welcome social by the con-
gregation, we renewed old friendships with friends
we had met in England and elsewhere.

Sunday we had the joy of meeting the congre-
gations, and judging what had been accomplished
in about five months in a new city, without any
formal introduction, or a suitable meeting-place.
The morning congregation was between two and
three hundred ; evemn« about 500. The prospects
for

A STRONG SELF-SUPPORTING CHURCH

are good. There is no fear whatever, if they have
a place of worship large enough, and suitable in
other respects. The site of the new church has been
secured and paid for, by the generosity of the
triends in the east, in response to the appeal made
over a year ago by Rev. Hugh Pedley.

It is the intention of the church to erect on that
site : '
A $10,000 suiLDING.

Nothing less will meet the requirements of the
place and congregation. The congregation is com-
posed principally of new-comers from all parts,
few, if any, having much means. While they
wight be able, if they had o church building, to
waintain their owa pastor, it is out of the question

to look to them for fuuds to complete their bm)d
ing at present.  They are suxious to open with us
little debt as possible, that they may at once assume
selfsupport and be unhaupered for the future,
They will do all they can towards their new church,
But they are looking to their friends in the east
and in England for help. The generous offer of
George Hague, Esq., to give dollar for dollar what
is subscrxbed ia the east, is a great encouragement
and should be a stimulus to every church to ux\e
some assistance.
There will, without doubt, be

A GREAT CITY HERE

before many years. There is a regular steamship
service to China and Japan, to Victoria and Sau
Frauncisco, to Alaska and Puget Sound ports. Large-
smelting works were projected. The country south,
toward the Fraser, has fine farms, and it is espe-
cially adapted to fruit growing.

Being the terminus of that marvellous C. P. R.
it is sure to be fostered and built up by that great
corporation.

NEW WESTMINSTER.

It is distant by rail from Vancouver some twenty
wmiles. It is oneof the fopemost towns in the Pro-
vince ; population between four and five thousand.
It is situated on the ¥Fraser River ; has many fine
public buildings, besides charming private resi-
dences. There are more than a dozen salmon cau-
ning establishinents ; several saw-mills, which ship
their products to China and Australia.

Here we held two services on the Sunday, and
had a conference with a number of friends deeply
interested in the establishment of a Congregational
church.

The opening is good. All we saw and heard led
us to conclude that the next place of importance
to Vancouver for our work is New Westminster.
And we hope the commencement will not be de-
layed.

VICTORIA,

on the Island of Vancouver, is the capital of British
Columbia ; situated on the southern extremity of
the island ; distant from the mainland about sixty
miles. The sail by the 8.8, “ Yosemite ” through
the archipelago from Vancouver to Victoria, isone
ncver to ho forgotton,
of islands, buys, straits, mountnins; while all

The ever-varying sconery
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tluou"h\ wauwly W \l\\ L“ll\"‘ is to ln, scen till you
reach Victorin, Here you find a city in the midst of
charming scenery 3 population between 12,000 and

15,000. The climate is like the south of England,
and the town is peculinrly English in all its char-
acteristics, except that there is a veritable “ China~
town,” with Joss House, and all )

THE ABOMINATIONS OF HEATIIENISM,

We were met by the Rev. Dr. Reid, rector of the
Reformed-Episcopal church, and by him entertained
in princely style, and initiated into all the beauties
and public iustitutions of the place. We had a
row upon the splendid harbor, far up one of the
wany arms of the bay. Late at night we went
aboard our steamer, and began the return journey.
I will leave reflections and moralizings upon all
we saw and heard till o future occasion. Now,
closing my letter with the closing year, permit me
to return my sincere thanks toall the kind friends,
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, who have minis-
tered to my comfort, or assisted in our work during
1883, and wishing you, Mr. Editor, and all your
readers &

HAPPY NEW YEAR,
I desire to remain ever, as in the past,
Very truly yours,

Dec., 1883. T. HaLL.

HAMILTON CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

—_—

ANNUAL MEETING OF CIIURCH AND CONGREGATION.

This meeting was held in the lecture-roomn of the
church, on Wednesday, the 16th January. There
was a good attendance of the friends, the Rev.
John \Iorton presiding.

Thkis meeting is not strictly a business meeting,
but a meeting for the purpose of hearing and
receiving the reports of the Secretary and Trea-
surer, and of the various societies and organiza-
tions connected with the church and its work.
Mr. A. Alexander, the Church Secretary, read the
statistical report, which showed that during the
past year nine had been added to the church roll
on profession of faith, and ten by letter from other
churches. Six of the latter being from English
Congregationnl churches, while eight of. the for-
wor wera from the Sublath Schoal,  The losses
had been : three deaths, eight dismissod w0 other
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chmohus, six dropp(.d frow t.lu, roll, seven resigned
their membership, and two (Mr George Duff' and
Miss Harriet Turner), have gone to laLor in con-
nection with the China Tuland Mission. Those
who resigned, though they have left us, have not
left the love and service of the Master, These
exceptional circumstances have reduced the num-
ber on the roll at the beginning of 1888 by six,
thus leaving the number of members in good
standing, 214.

- Mr. David Aitchison, the Church Treasurer,
then read his financial statement, which showed
that $2,453.30 had been raised for general church
purposes. Of this wmount, $1,743.65 came through
the weekly offering envelopes, $494.30 from open
collections, and the balance from various other
sources. The principal items of expenditure were :
ministry of the Word, $1,200 ; extra pulpit supply,
860 ; organist, $100;  sexton, £150; repairs,
$110.50 ; insurance, $62.50 ; benevolence to poor
members, $61 ; fuel and light, $121,01 ; Congre.
gational Union, $15; to Mr. Colclough, $29.30 ;
Provident Fund, $14; Church at Portage la
Prairie, $27.35; delegates’ expenses, £32.25; hooks,
stationery and a.dvertising, $110.09 ; sundry local
church objects, $224.69; with a balance in hand
of $130.81, and all accounts paid and no debt on
the church of any kind. In addition to this
amount the following sums had been raised by
some of the societies connected with the church,
viz. :

Sunday School.......... $224 43 mcludm[, bal,

\'hsswnnry Socicty...... 229 74

Ladies’ Sewing Socicty .. 249 13 o

Mutual Improv Society.. 42 05 “
$745 35

If these amounts, be added to the other. 't makes
a total of about $3,200, or an average o~ about
$14 per annum per wmember. :

The condition of the Sunday School w.u, re-
ported by Mr. Walter Bale,’the Superintendent.
From his report it appeared that the school is in
a very prosperous condition. Though no less thau
twelve of the teachérs had, from. various causes,
to give up their positions during the past year,
their places® were filled by efficient substitutes
without making any call upon the senior classes.
During the year, éight of the sehalars Joined the

church.  As a sign of the auxicty to engage in
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Christian work, a Society of Christian Lndeavor
wits formed, and is very successful. Its member-
ship is wholly composed of teachers and scholars
of the Sunday School. The attendance of scholars
has much incereased during the year, so much so,
that the seating capacity of the room is tested to
its fullest.

At the annual meeting of the teachers, it was
unanimously resolved to start u Sabbath School
Building Fund, among the scholars and teachers,
The average attendance during the year was 188,
an increase of 29 over lust year. Last Sunday
the attendance was 241, the largest number pre-
sent at any ovdinary session’of the school. The
total nmuber on the roll is 284, and 29 teachers.
The average attendance of the latter for the year
was 27.  The sum of $224 had been collected and
expended. Altogether, the Sunday School was in
a healthy and promising condition and the teachers
faithful and earnest. .

The Missionary Society report was read by Mr,
QGeorge Sweet, the Secretary-Treasurer, from which
it appeared that the sum of $230 had been raised,
which has been divided between the Home and
Foreign Missionary Societies ; $200 to the former
and 2330 to the latter. The Society has held
monthly meetings throughout the year, which
have been made instructive and intetesting. The
membership is 91.

The Secretary-Treasurer of the Ladies’ Sewing
Society, Miss Edgar, reported the condition and
work of this old and very valuable adjunct to the
churcl’s usefulness.. Time would fail to tell of
the past work and success of this institution. The
sum of -$184 has been earned by them, which,
with a balance of $63 at the commencement of
last year, enabled the ladies' to spend in mission,
charitable and local church objects, the sum of
§220, and they have a balance of $29 in hand.
Besides this work they have paid weekly visits
to the hospital, and thus become helpful to the
suffering ones there by kindly sympathy, and
material comfort too.

The Mutual Improvement Society continues to il
a useful place among the numerous organizations
of this church, as it has done for twenty years
continuously. Mr. Robert Hopkin, the President
of the Society, reported its work to the church and
urged the continued support of the friends. Mu.

Hopkin also presented the claims of the CaNanian
1INDEPENDENT, and hoped the number of subscrib-
ers would increase.

Mr. Robertson, the Chairman of the Society of
Christian Endeavor, spoke of the great good this
new Society was doing in “ dvawing out” the
young Christians of the church, and in inciting to
love and good works. Their meetings grow in
interest, and many proofs of the practical char-
acter of these works are already visible.

The Sunday Morning Prayer Meeting was
spoken of, as also the Boys’ Sabbuth Morning
Prayer Meeting, whose claims and work were
effectually presented by Mr. Matthew Kelley, one
of the boys.

The Ladies’ Visiting Committee reported through
Mrs. Morton, and the Gentlemen’s Vistting Cora-
mittee, through Mr. W. Kdgar. From these re-
ports it appeared that a good deal of useful work
had been done in attending to the sick and help-
less ones of the flock.

The Choir with its leader and organist, were
not forgotten, and a very cordial vote of thanks
on motion of Mr. Alexander was passed to thewm,
for their services. It was remarked that all the
members of it were members of the church ; and
their behaviour and self-denying labors were
worthy of all praise. Votes of thanks to tlje ushers,
and kindly references to the pastor and deacons
brought the routine business of the meeting to a
‘close.

Mr. Morton, the pastor, in closing the meeting,
reciprocated the kindly words which had been
spoken respecting himself. He then referred to
what had been said in praise of their well-behaved
choir, and said that it was a source of satisfaction
to him to know that they had a Christian choir.
He then called attention to the church work,
reports of which they had been hearing, and spoke
of the fact that a year’s work had been completed
and that they were there to review it. They
should remember the true purpose of a review, that
-|it 'was by marking the defects and excellencies of
the past to enable them to accomplish better work
in the future. That we should also remember
that in reviewing the .work of the church they
were not reviewing the work of a machine, but of
men and women, A machine could not he hurt
bynything you might say about it, but workors
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in a church could, and therefore the criticisin
should be brotherly. The important fact they had
to look at was, that & whole year’s work had been
laid at the Master’s feet. There it was finished.
Though it was imperfect they could not think of
it without thankfulness, There had been a year's
preaching and teaching, raising of money to sup-
port preaching and teaching, and visiting the sick
and atllicted.  This varied work was not merely
something talked about,but “something attempted,
something done.” It had been a year of united
work as might be seen by the surplus in the hands
of the Treasurer of the church and by’ the fact
that their contributions to the missionary cause
alone had been over a dollar per member. These
results could not have been accomplished without
united action. It had also been a year of energetic
work. Their large prayer meetings, their large
sewing society meetings, their hospital visitation
and their growing Sunday School, told the story
of energy. Theve had been also consecrated work,

as has been seen in the upgrowing in such ||

strength of their Society of Christian Endeavor,
and in the fine prayer meetings they had during
the week of prayer. There has also been hope in
their work, for was there not on foot alveady a
scheme to raise a new Sunday School building, the
accommodation being too small at present? He
concluded by reminding the church that speaking

about work was not the work itself, and urging}

them to go on to the doing of that of which they
had been speaking. He also spoke in feeling terms
of the members who had been called away by
death, and exhorted those left behind to be ready
to meet their Lord with joy.

THE DEACON. AND HIS PIPE.

My wife and I always tried to impress upon the
minds of our children that the use of tobacco in
any form was an evil. And just now I recall an
awkward position in which we were placed, as a
result of our teaching.
about four years of age we were made glad by a
visit from Deacon A——. He was an old man,
did not go much from home, a sincere Christian,
but a heavy swokor.  During his short aftornoon

visit he made & free use of his pipe, a liborty in|

‘When our son Robbie was

our house not granted to younger slaves to the
weed. Next day Robbie way scen by us standing
with his knees on the seat of a chair, and leaning
over the back, soliloquizing as follows,—¢Mithe
A—— is a bad man, he smokes.” I looked at my
wife, and she looked at me. Wae both found the
difliculty of leading our son to entertain a more
charitable view of the deacon, without lowering his
ideas of the evils of tobacco. Of the two errors
we chose the least, and so left Robbie to hold his
own views of the deacon and his pipe.—R. B,

GOD WORKING IN US.

S8erMoN BY Riv. Dr. WiLp, ToroNTO.

¢ For it is God whick worketh in you both to will and to do
of His yood pleasure.” —Philippiuns ii : 13,

The dignity of our being must, I think, imply a
corresponding vesponsibility. A man is more res.
ponsible than a horse, talk as you like. The
universes of matter and mind delicately meet and
blend in us. We rest with one side of our being
in the Unseen and with the other in the Seen,
and we have a good deal of intercourse with the

lUnseen as well as with the world. It is thus we

are fitted, by our very constitution, to be at home
in both. At death it will be the very opposite ;
that which is now invisible will be the visible side
of our being, and the material world will be shut
up as the spiritual is now. We simply change
around. We will speculate as to the world and
have our ideas as to what is going on, but it will
not be visibie to us as now. We speculate and
talk about the invisible, but we are not.".o certain
as we are about the visible touching ‘.e senses of
this life. ' £

From different natures marvellously mixed we
form connections with distant worlds—* distin-
guished links in Being's endless chain, midway
from nothing to the Deity.” Derzhaven, the great
Slavonian poet in one of his Odes to God, very
graphically presents this thought when he says :

“ Nought but the effluence of Thy light divine,

Pervading worlds, hath reached my bosom too.

Yes, in my spirit doth ‘Chy Spirit shine,
As ghines the sunbeams in o dvop of dew.

Nought t—bBut 1 live, and on hopo's pinions fly
Lver towards Thy Preseuce, for in Thee
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1 live, and breathe, and dwell, aspiving high
liven to thoe throne of Thy Divinity.

The ¢hain of being is complete in ne;

1n we is master’s Just gradation lost,
And;the next atep is Spirit—Deity !

I can command the lightning and am dust (—
A monarch and a’sluve'; fa worm—a God ¢

By things'to come and things pust ; by life and
death ; by all within, and much that is without,
we are admonished to try and solve the probable
destiny of our being. An all-pervading design
runs *through; being's “endless "chain”  Nature
speaks and ealls us to obedience and happiness.
As nature calls mejphysieally to obey its laws, and
if L do, 1 have life and enjoyment in my body, so the
Spirit calls me to obedience in the spiritual part’of
wy being, which, if I obey, I have spiritual life and
strength,

“We are created in Christ Jesus,” the Apostle
tells us. » What for?  *Unto good worki, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them ;” in other words, we were designed to be
good people. God niade us for that purpose. Ho
did nov make us to be!sinners,$but made us to go
0 heaven, or abide here eternally if we had not
sinned.

Design always implies a fitness in the parts, and
a good design not only reveals a unity in parts but
a unison in which the parts play in harmony one
with the other to a given result. Any note of any
organ must be a unit in itself and if a true unit it
will harmonize with the rest and do away with
discord.” Harmony is the aggregation of the unities,
and so it is in anything that is made. A single
wheel in my watch must be perfect in itself, and
then it will work in harmony with the watch. So

there is a design in us. It is the.design of Christ

that we should walk in harmony—not only to be
at peace with ourselves, be right in ourselves, but
be right with all the world ; but I canrot be right
with the world if I am wrong in myself. If a man
gets angry he cannot think everybody is just right;
while in those moods you ave apt to blame some
oue else unjustly. . L.

God in nature, in His word, and by His Spirit
reveals His design and His intention tous. In
the latter part of the last century the English
government made provision for shipwrecked sailors
on certain islands in the South scas, by building
little houses and supplying thewm with cunned
meats and food. Supposing a shipwrecked crew

saw the building and the dagsudl, and found the
food aud shelter, would they think it had wown
there? Would not even a hieathen say it was put
there on purpose? Iixactly, that is design. So
God has put through the atonement of Churist, sal-
vation and grace for the shipwrecked sinner, and
it is as much a design and for a purpose, as were
the provisions of the English Government.

Some mistake the divine design and the whole
drift of the economy of Christ. They do not v
derstand this double-working,~—these two workers.
Every man is in partnership with hell or heaven ;
with God or the devil!  Some expect God to even
will and do for them. 'They aro not satisfied that
they shall have work to do, but ask God to go
further and will and do it too. No, He stops with
the willing, Some expect too much; they not ouly
want God to convict but to convert them, and
make them do the right all the time, and care for
them in every way, like a girl or boy who may get
an over confidence in their parents to the extent
that they expect them to take complete care of
them. You will nover make u smart young wman
or woman if that is the csursé of your life.  Their
training in you is to be worked out by you ; they
have qualified you for life’s Lattles ; you must ful-
fil their hopes and wishes. So our heavenly Father
works in us, turning us toward the good and
operating upon our will that we should carry out
His will and purposes.

A great many people too say, in effect, if God
thinks I should be converted He will do it in His
own good day. I do not believe He ever converted
a single man or woman without their own help.
If He ever did, I would say: My Father, why
dost thou not convert the whole world! If He
had this power, I believe He would sweep His
divine and magic hand of love over all, converting
every one unto Christ. Why not? Becuuse He
cannot. He has put the bar in His own way. He
has made us free and He will not destroy His own
law; He is consistent. He has left something for
us to do.

Again, some expect to do all thewselves in their
extreme need, losing sight of this co-partnership
with God, and trying to work.out alone their own’
salvation, by self-sacrifice and hard and laborious
toil. "It is not possible ! They go to an extreme
here as where God is trusted to do everything. A
man or woman has never lived on God’s ¢arth that
could convert themselves or work out alone their
own salvation. It must be a joint work and a co-
partnership. To expect God to do all, or to belicve
that we can do all in our own strength is fatal to
salvation in either case,

The human is based upon the divine. We origi-
nate nothing, but we execute cortain things, The
voluntary orgaus are based upon the involuntury,
My heurt is not dependent upon my will, and 1
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am glad it is not. If T had to remember every.
time 1 breathed I would be apt to forget. God has
put certain ovgans in us that go on whether we
are telling the truth or lying—the lungs heave,
heave, heave ; the heart beats, beats, beats, beeause
thev are continuous, and 1 have no control over
them. Tlift my hand; it is a voluntary organ,
but [ could nat wmove it were it not for the un-
ceasing work of the involuntary organs.

God is the heart, the lung, the life; and I, as a
voluntary agent, ¢can take hold of this life of
God's. God is ever-present, always alive, ever
willing to receive us, and whenever you voluntarily
cease your rebellion, confess your sins, and ask
His pardon, you may be free.

God works in nature on the same principle. The
sun is warming the earth. Sceds arehidden in the
soil. The heat will penctrate to them, and the
rain will fall, and the seeds will burst forth and
arvow. That is the sun and the earth co-operating
with God, as the basis of all.

Some are always trying to analyze as to how
much they ought to do, and how much God should
do. The best planis to do'all you ought to do,
and God will do His purt. T once kuew a Dr.
Dwight, a delicate looking man, who analysed the
food he ate. -Bob, his servant, however, who never
wroubled himself about discriminating as to his diet,
was stout and jolly, and his master would have
had more sense if he had been guided by his taste
and his stomach. If we have not got sense ourselves,
the Lord will put sense into a man’s stomach, and
teach him what to eat and what to reject.

My dear friends, what good judgment dictates,
what the very instincts of your soul prompt you,
so do. If you feel that you ought to acknowledge
Chuist, do s0 ; if you ave prompted to visit the sick,
doso. Whatever line of good opens up, enter
therein.

God works in us, and some of you have a know-
ledge of this kind of work. You know it is your
jox. This working of the Divine Spirit is the most
tender thing that attends us in our life. I can re-
member the tender touches of that kiudly Spirit
making me feel, almost in childhood, that I ought
to xive my heart to Christ. How many of us can
20 back to the thme when we first felt these kind
prompzings.  But alas, there are men and women
who have been almost persuaded; almost com-
peiled to acknowledge Christ. The preacher said :
Is there anyone here who would like to be a Chris-
dan? if so, rise. Obh, trembling soul, you held on
to the seat in rebellion. It was a tender point
with you. I question if God ever lets & man or
woman go into indifference without passing this
critical period of decision or refusal.
has seen the time when they were on the verge.

God had worked to the very cdge of the will, |

when the manhood He crowned you with assumed

Every one{*

its dignity and you said, T will not to-night.  You
made a fatal choice. 1 would say to you, younyg
men and women, let these tender feelings work in
you now that you are plastic.  When you hecome
older and the conscience is seared, and you are
hardencd by the world, can you feel these fealings?
not so easily. The tender thoughts that within
you burn in your young hearts is the Spirit of Gaod
striving with you. Do not quench the Spirit, |
pray you. Some know the Spirit because of their
resistance, athers because they have yvielded to it.
God is wmore delicately related to us than woest
of us think, giving us kind hwmpressious and in-
fluences. I am often glad that in early youth I
was led to the Saviour. I think a man converted
at fifty, who has led perhaps a rough and hard life
in many senses, must be full of old sores and
temptations left in his mind and soul and roated
in the flesh ; he must have a constant struggle
trying to beat down this habit and that, watching
his tongue lest it bulge forth with an oath, watch-
ing his intemperance lest he should fall again. Ok,
my young friends, now is the thme while youth is
yours, and before these habits are formed and their
resultant temptations are embedded in the flesh

and soul. Give your heart toGod this very
morning. Be a co-worker with Him. God and

nature are a majority. Amen.

NOT, “FOR THiS DAY ONLY.)”

Do we live for this day only ?

Nay, ¢'en not in lightest vhymes
Do not all past ages teach us

That we cach wust live for time?

Dost thou note the pebble falling
Inta depths of tranquil stream?

Tell me where its ripple ceaseth ;
Ah! of that thou canst not dream.

Hast thou marked the countless echoes
Mid dark mountain passes, horn

Of a single sentence spoken—
Wards perchance of love or scorn®

Or hast seen the ripened thistle
Flout on silken, downy wing *
One soft ball across the woodlaad,

'Twill a thousaud thistles bring.

LENVOL.

Sow geod sced of thought unsparing,
Q'er the fields of spacc and time:

Though small thesced. and poor the soil,
It yet may grow to heights sublime.

Let thy notes of peace or joyance
Reach to hearts ye kuow not where,
Aad c'en through all future ages
To some soul its message bear.

. sy AL Sykes,
Toronto.
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REV. FREDERICK POWELL.

Dear S1r,—It may be of much interest to some
of our vacant churches, to know that there lives at
Richmond, Quebee, a preacher by the name of
Fredevick Powell.

e is an educated gentleman, of irreproachable
character and pleasing manner. I venture to say
that he has no superior in the Congregational
pulpits of the Dominion, so far as learning and
ability are concerned. He has been suffering from
a partial failure of the voice, but is, I believe, re-
covering. He has a noble Christian wife, and a
young ludy daughter, both of whom are fine Chris-
tian workers.

My object in making these statements is to
notify those churches in need of a pastor, that the
services of Mr. Powell my be procured, if satis-
factory arrangements can be made. The only
drawback to Mr. Powell’s usefulness is the trouble
with his voice; but, as I have said, that is improv-
ing, and those who listen to hiur very soon forget
the voice, in their pleasure at the excellence of
the subject matter.

I write this unsolicited, and unknown to Mr.
Powel], and not as & favor to him ; but to sowme
church hungry for the Word of God. His address
is, Rev. Frederick Powell, Richmond, Quebec.

Respectfully yours,
GEORGE F. Browx.

Melbourne, Que., Jaun. 6th, 1889.

-

&~

MELBOURNE, QUEBEC.

DEear Sir,—As we do not often see any itewms
relative to church work in this place, a short letter
may be acceptable.

To begin with the present, we are observing
the week of prayer in union with the Presby-
terian Church. Sunday, the Gth of January, was
a day of great interest, and long to be remembered.
Seventcen persons were received into church fel-
lowship and others are to follow next month. Our
Sabbath Schoel had a Christimas tree, which was
a weat, nol only to the children, but to the adult,
wmembers of the congregation; as the eutertain-
ment, which was furnished exclusively by the

children and the choir, was well selected and wei
rendered.

The ladies of the congregation mect monthly,
and hold a prayer and missionary mecting. The
attendance and the interest at these meetings are
both increasing. Theve is also a Mission band,
which has some thirty mewmbers, and which has
raised quite a sum of money for the cause. Each
member has a mission bag, and the President, Mrs,
E. J. Atkinson, gave the Band a social, at which
the bags were opened, at the end of three mouths’
gathering. The interest of the older people in the
children’s work was shown by their attendance at
the social ; encouraging the children by their sym-
pathy, and also in a1 more substantial manner.

1a addition to these societies, the first Sabhath
of cach month is obscrved in Sabhath School as
«“ Missionary Sabbath,” and the collections are
kept separate till the end of the year, when they
are divided between the Hame and Foreign So-
cicties. ‘This year the sum to be divided amounted
to about S13.

Ground has been broken for a new church, to be
erected next summner, of brick. The bricks are
already on the ground and the necessary excava-
tion made.

The people arc united and in working order,
under the able guidance of their beloved pastor,
Rev. G. F. Brown.

We have also a society of Christian Endeivor.

.| The attendance on the various services is good and

increasing. In brief, the outlook for the year upon
which we have entered is very hopeful. May the

harvest be abundant !
ONE oF THE FLOCK.
Jan. 8, 1889.

WATFORD, ONT., NEW CHURCH.

Dear Six,— The Congregational Church in
Watford, have for a long time been worshipping in
a'poor building, in & corner of the town.  On ac-
count of the location the church could not expect
to grow; and repairs ueing nccessary, it was
decided at the last church mceting, to build in a
central locality. A subscription list has been
started in town, aud wembers of all denominations
are subseribing lilesdly, A fow Sriends outadde
have forwiuded us coutributions, and any others
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will be very acceptable ; for we are not a strong |

church. A building site has been secured on the
main street, and the work will be hurried along as
fast as the weather will permit. With several
promised additions to membership, increased con”
gregations, and a new church building, all near at
hand, we seem to be just entering a period of pros-
perity.

Jun. 10th, 1889. A. L .

FROM AN OLD DISCIPLE.

Dear BrotueRr,—I aw still in the land of the
living, and in the place of hope ;- waiting, I trust,
in patient expectation that He who has brought
we so far,.will not forsake me when old age has
overtaken me. . . I am still favored to receive
the INDEPENDENT, and am well pleased with its
contents. It enables me to know how the cause
is progressing in this country, and sometimes in
forcign lands. . . I am, yours traly,

A, McGiLe.
Ryckman’s Cornars. :

ﬂiéi@s of the ¢i§urcbes.

Suerrierp, N. B.—On the evening of January
7th, in the midst of "a driving rain, a surprise
party gathered at the Congregational parsonage
for the purpose of celebrating the silver wedding
of the Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Barker. The fol
lowing address was read by Mr. C. J. Burpee :—-

To the Rev. Joseph Barker and wife :—

Some of us recollect an interesting event that happened
many years ago, in a residence not far from this place,
in which you, dear friends, acted the most important
part.  We refer to your wedding : and now on this, the
twenty-sixth anniversary of that happy evening, we meet
for the purpose of again tendering you our congratulations
on the accumulated blessings of all these years—the uni-
iorm good hedlth you have been permitted to enjoy—the
very Interesting family-circlz gathered around your
hearth, where there is not one vacant chair caused by the
angel of death; s0 many years of usefulness in the Chris-
tian church : and the glorious prospects that await all
that are faithful wnto death.

Though one year late, our surprise party this evening
is to celebrate your **silrer wedding.” In imitation of an
old custom we come with gifts—asilver, and the frank-
ineease of kindly hearts and loyal friendship; and we
ask your acceptance of these gifts as a faint expression of
our regard for you persomally, and our appreciation of
your faithful scrvices as pastor and wife, Jaboring to-
getner in your respective spheves for our spiritual and
eternal welfare,

Praying that God’s blessed presence may ever attend
you, and that He will grant you cach a long and plcasant
life of continucd usefulness.

We are, dear friends, yours aflectionately,

Fanzie B, Bosrie,

Shefiield, N, B., Jan, 7, 1859, and 44 others,

Toward the purchase of the valuable gifts ac-
companying the address, contributions were made,
not only by members and adherents of the Con-
gregational church, of which Mr. Darker has Leen
pastor upwards of twelve years, but also by friends
in Fredericton, St. John, Bangor, Montrcal, and
Toronto. The sum total of such contributions
amounted to $92.25.

In his reply, Mr. Barker thanked' the friends
for the address so kindly presented, and for the
gifts accompanping it: gifts which will be prized,
not only on account of their value and usefulness
in themselves, but also and wmore especially as an
expression of the personal regard of the donors,
and an evidence of their appreciation of services
which had been rendered with much consciousness
of imperfection. He would ask the friends to
join with himself and Mrs. Barker in returning
thanks to the giver of all good for the many bless-
ings bestowed during their years of wedded life,
and especially for the family circle unbroken, and
all of them then present.

Miss Ida Barker, organist of the church, was
then called forward and presented with the follow-
ing address, accompanied with the suw of $21.10
in cash :—

To Miss Ida DBurker, Orgauist of the Conyregational
Clorcl, Sheffield :—

It is with the desire of testifying our appreciation of
the faithfulness and efficiency with which you have so
long presided at the organ during the services in the
Congregational church, that we, the congregation and
choir of that church, beg that you will accept this purse.

We have the highest sense of the obligations you have
conferred upon us in consenting to take the direction of
the musical exercises of the church, and we know that it
must cost a great deal of time and a vast amount of scli-
sacrifice to prepare for the duties of organist from Sabbath
to Sabbath, and to be present at your post, as you have
?lwls.ys been, in all scasons, and in all weathers, fair or
oul.

Feeling, as we do, that the scrvice of songlis a most
important part-of divine worship, we bey to express the
hope that you will, for many years, continue to conduct
the same, .

(Signed) €. H. BARKER.
On behalf of Choir and Congregution.

Sheflield, Jan. 7th, 1569.

In her reply, Miss Barker gave expression to
her feelings of surprise and thankfulness on thus
receiving what, to her, had been wholly unexpected.

The Rev. Mr. Magss, pastor of the Methodist
church, Sheflicld, and the Rev. Mr. Thomas, pastor
of. the Baptist church, Mungerville, were then
called upon for a few. remarks. They briefly re-
sponded, presenting congratulations and good
wishes. Mr. Charles Burpee was also called upon.
He responded by simply encorsing what had just
been said.

A bountiful supper, provided by the assemlled
friends, was then partaken of, and the vest of the
evening was very pleasantly spent in social con-
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versation, concluding with the reading of the
150th and 128th Psalms by M, Maggs, aud prayer
by Me. Thomas.—Com,

Boear.—The Rev, Robert J. Stilwall was in-
stalled as pastor of the Edgar church, supplying
also the churches at Rugby, Dalston and Vespra,
on Monday, the 24th December. The former
pastor, Rev. James C. Wright, of Belwood, found
it impossible to be present, and the only brethren
present, outside the circle of the churches them-
selves, were Rev. Jas. R. Black, of Barrie, and
Rev. W. W, Smith from Newmarket. A council
was held, consisting of the two winisters named,
Mr. Stilwell, and Deacons McLeod, Thomas and
Cavanagh. Rev. W. W, 8mith acted as Moderator.
M. Stilwell presented a number of documents, one
a regular dismission from the Primitive Methodist
church, at the last Conference before the “union,”
certifying to his stunding as an ordained minister ;
chers frow the M. E. church in the United States,
covering the intervening time till his return, a
fow months ago, to Canada. He also presented a
written statement of doctrine, and of his views of
church government and discipline.  All these were
very satisfactory. The choice of the churches was
certified to by the three deacons present, and
stated to Lave been most unanimous and hearty.
Mr, Stilwell had signified his acceptance of the
same, and his satistaction with the financial ar-
rangenents made. The salary guaranteed was $700
a year, with a parsonage.

The church was well filled with people, waiting
while the Council was lLeing held. The arrange-
ments were very defective in this particular. At
the public meeting, Mr. Swith presided, and asked
the pastor-elect the usual questions ; to which Mr.
Stilwell responded by reading his written state-
wment, and supplementing it with occasional further
remarks. The visiting brethren commended his
statement as being exceedingly clear, plain and
straightforward,

Mr Swmith then addressed the people on Congre-
gational Principles as founded upon the New Tes-
tament. Rev. A. B. Dobson (Pres.), of Rugby,
(who could not remain to the evening meeting),
testitied most warmly to his pleasure in having
Mr. Stilwell as a neighbor ; and also as to his char-
acter and worth, having knovn him from child-
hood.

The installation prayer by Mr. Black, the address
to the people by the same, aud the address to the
pastor by Mr. Smith, were adjourned to the even-
ing meeting. After the dismission of the afternoon
meeting, the tables were spread in the church, and
from 5 to 7.30 they were filled with long lines of
people, intent on doing justice to the hountiful
providing of the day. At last all were satistied,
and order was called.  The choir, which hiul done
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.speak for him.

good service in the afternoon, gave a number of
excellent and appropriate anthems during the even-
ing. Mr. Black offered prayer, and afterward
addressed the people on their duties and privileges ;
Mr. Smith addressed the pastor. A young friend
gave a stirving vecitation ; Dr. Harvie expressed
his pleasure at the new arrangements; one or two
others also offered their congratulations. Mr, Me-
Leod, who acted as chairman, interspersed soine
very sensible and original remavks ; Mr. Stilwell
gave a short and appropriate speech, and the large
and interested audience separated at 10 o’clock.

Mr, Stilwell has a large field, necessitating a
great amount of travel; but he is still young and
enters upon his duties with courage and hope.
Financially, the field is self-supporting. Itought,
however, to be divided, Rugby being detached and
wrought in conuection with Orillia—where a be-
ginning should at once bomade. Thereis no place
80 promising within a hundred miles.

Toroxro, HazsLrox Ave.—The prosperous 8.8,
in counection with this church was the scene of #
very profitable and interesting service on Sabhath
last, It being “ Review,” and the close of the year,
it was thought well to vary the service by an “open
session,” so to encourage gratitude and a more
missionary spirit.  Mr. Brace, Munager of the
Fegan Boys' Howe, was invited to address the
school, which he did with telling effect, and the
verses of song taught will long be remembered by
more than the scholars, as also the lesson of help
for every day life it contains.. But the most
pleasing event of the afternoon was the presen-
tation to Mr. Geo. Seott, the efficient and faithiul
superintendent, who has had over twenty years
connection with the school, of a handsome New
Year’s gift, as a token of love and appreciation,
from teachers and scholars.  The gift consists of
Thomson’s “Land and the Book,” in three volumes,
Geikie’s “«Half Hours with the Bible,” in three
volumes, and a beautiful copy of the Church
Hymn Book, in morrocco. The presentation was
made by Deacon Bryce, who, in a few well chosen
words presented the love and loyalty of the school.
Mr. Scott, who was completely surprised and over-
come, simply thanked the teachers and scholars,
and asked Rev. Geo. Robertson, the pastor, to
He did so, dwelling for a1 few
minutes onthe gifts, congratulating Superintendent
and School, and urging them to au carly and fuller
acceptance of God’s great and best gift to man.
At the regular New Year's prayer mecting which
was largely attended and a time of greit blessing,
Mr. Scott read the following reply :

Dear fellowacarkers and friends of owr Sabbath
School,—- \Will you aceepi my sinecre thanks for

the undeserved, unexpected  and  princely  gift
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which you presonted me with last Sabbath, It
came on me like an avalanche, sweeping me before
it so that I was unablo to give coherent thanks,
Two rewards have been my expectation—the re-

for the Master, that has been abundantly bestowed
on me, and the final reward of “ Well done”
which the King will pronounce on the weakest
vessel, who but gave a cup of cold water in the

!'shop and shink of that,

qard that comes all along the line of active servico |
ward th 4 ; NU DISGRACE TO BY

! with us all the way.  He put a new glory of life
yabout the human body.  He becamie n working.
‘man. Let them stand ten minutes in a carpenter’s
Since Christ came it was

POOR,

i“God with us” was sometimes roofless.  He lived
i all our life, to show us it could be lived. He came
t 3 - . 9 3 *

reating and drinking.  Once at a festive board e

name of our Blessed Jesus,—I aiun looking ex-:made wine. He showed that flesh and blood were

pectingly for that. But you have given me move
than my expectation, and when I read from those
heautiful volumes of the * Land,” whose very dust
is sacred, and the * Words ” of Him who spake as
never man spake, entwined with that will be the
pleasant memories of the kind thoughts of my
friends, which prompted the gift.  Accept, then,
my warmest, heartfelt thanks, and also, that this
year, which opens so brightly this morning, may
be 4 year of prosperity to pastor and people, and
that our eyes may see, in 1384, our boys and girls
resolve, that their hearts, eyes, ears, hands and
feet, will be all for Jesus.

Toro¥Nto, Z1ox.—The Gity-fourth anniversary of
the formation of this church, was observed with
special services on Sunday, Dec. 30th. Rev.
Principal Barbour, D.D., of the Congregational
College of B.N.A., preached to large congre-
gations morning and evening.  The evening dis-
course was on the “Incarnation,” the text was
Mats. i.: 23— Behold a virgin shall bring forth
a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,
God with us.”  “We copy from the report in the
Mail” The preacher said that the Incarnation
was not more mystevious than the other facts
about God, and if God had taken to himself a
uwue body and a reasonable soul it concerned
everybody who had a true body and a reasonable
soul. The Incarnation was not a mere notion
and dogma. The conception .of God taking a
human body was to be found in Greek fables, in
old religions, and in various fantastic myths.
Heathen religions were full of it, and these grop-
ings had in them an unconcious prophecy of what
was to be. Man instinctively desired to know
how God would live if He were like us and man
was like God.  The Scriptures, the best religious
books in the world, abundantly declared the fact.
It was wrought into the history of the world.
The Incarnation was the clearest revelation of
God, and through the character of Christ we know
more about God than in any other way. Since

Christ came ic had been easier to preach about: . X .
at 9 o'clock in the morning of that day, in the

God. If there was no Incarnation, Matthew, the
publican, and John, the fisherman, had written a
romance such as the world had never seen. Be-
fore Christ the laws of time and space gave way.
Yet He took us at our weakest point and went

not in themselves sinful.  He kept the laws of
His human nature, and was as holy as when He
dined in heaven. Our hatred of slavery, of war,
and of anything that tended to the distigurement
of the body, and our decoruin of Christian burial
had their root in the Incarnation. The metaphy-
sical difticulties in the way of believing the Incar-
nation were more imagined than real. Those who
sa‘d that this great fuct interfered with their
ideas of the Divine greatness were the prey of
their human imaginations. In the case of & human
father whose son has goue astray into paths of
dissipation, und uow inhabits a beguar's hovel,
might not thav father put on a beggar's rays in
order to go and scarch for him, and still be the
upright and loving parent? And if they being
evil would do these things for their children,
would not their Heavenly IFuather do more for His
children? But the Incarnation also provided &
schewe of redemption. How can man be just
with God? had been the problem of the ages.
Openly, Christ came, obeyed the luw perfectly,
and was then sacrificed, the just for the unjust,
that the law might be satisfied. The preacher
said that if they had never heard of this great
scheme before that night, they would hardly be
able to walk home steadily under it. | It would
change the aspect of the universe for themn. It
looked to him as though this earth wus to be the
deciding place. It was beginning to be supposed
that Christ might redeem us after we had laid
aside our flesh. Why, then, did Ife come in the
flesh? Why was it said, “ He took not on Him
the nature of angels”? Why, even in a paralle,
did He say, ‘ the door was shut”? Why did He
weep over Jerusalem, saying, “In thic.thv. dav”?
The hope of Christians was to keep in union with
.Him who wore our navure, who came, nct as Plato
‘or Cuesar, but as the meek and lowly man of the
average life.

The choir contributed several choice anthems,
and the collection and subscriptions for the Interest
Fund amounted to $562.23.

‘The New Year’s Day prayer mecting was held

church pwrlor.  Thore was o large gathering,
This thme-honored meeting has been keep up in
the church ever since tho earliest days of its

history. Mr, John Adams conducted the services,
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Tervent prayer was: offered that God would soon
send an undor-shephierd, a wman after 1lis own
heart.  The collection, with o grant from tho
Benevolent Fund, in all wmmounting to $25 00, was
given to the Widows’ and Ovphans’ Branch of the
Congrogational Provident Ifund Society.

The Rev. George If. Sandwell, pustor of Christ-
church (Congregational), Southsea, Lugland, is
coming out to supply for tour Sundays, with a view
to a pastoral settlement. He is expected about
the 20th of January., He proposed to deliver
sowme of his popular course of lectures when here,
and any church desiring to secure a lecture will
please address Mr. W, Ireeland, Toronto.

M. Sandwell comes highly recommended. Rev.
Mer. Fielden, Secretary of the Colouial Missionary
Society, wien here last summer stated that M.
Sandwell has a large and important church, which
his great ability as & preacher has kept well filled
during the six years of his ministry there. The
Rev. Avthur Mursel writes of him:

* Au eveniug with G. . Sandwell is o treat which
the members of many institutions will seck with
avidity, and will be anxious to repeat again and again,”

Mr. Sandwell had to cancel or decline seven
cngagements to lecture, in order that ho might be
free to visit Toronto.

Toroxto, .NorTiiErN.—This church has just
celebrated its twenty-first anniversary., On Sun-
day morning the Rev. Dr. Jackson, of Kingston,
and in the evening the pastor, Rev. John Burton,
M. A, B.D,, preached appropriate sermons to large
congregations. On Monday evening a reunion
social took place, when about 300 members and
sheir friends enjoyed a sumptuous tea in thel
lecture voom. A public meeting was held at!
3 p.m,, in the ¢hurch, which was well filled with
a thoroughly representative gathering, The pastor
presided. Mr. M. J. Clark gave a brief outline
of the history of the church since its inception in
1868, under the pastorate of the Rev. R. T.
Thomas, who sent a congratulatory letter from
England, where he now resides. The Rev. Mr.
Dickson was the sccond pastor of the church, and
the third is the Rev. John Burton, who was in-
ducted in October, 1879. Mr. Clark read the
names of the twenty-eight charter members, only
ten of whouw still remain in connection with the
church. i

Letters were read from, Rev. Dr. Dewart, and
Mr. George Hague, of Montreal, expressing regret !
at not being able to be present. Ven. Archdeacon ;
Boddy, M.A., expressed in feeling terms his high |
appreciation of Mr, Burton’s friendship, and paid

wraceful campliments to his worke and ministry,
stating that, did the laws of his chureh porwiv, Me. !
Burton would be among the first whom he would!

H(Toronto city wissionary),

ask to occupy his pulpit. ITe expressed a sineore
desire for unity amongst the various denaininations
of the Christian church. The Rev. Principal
Caven, D.D., culogised Mr. Burton's qualities of
head and heart, congratulating Loth pastor and
people on their twenty-first birthday.  Three
things, he said, evidenced the presence of Christ
in the Christian church, viz. :—The ingathering of
the unconverted, the upbuilding of the saints that
were gathered in, and the spread of the gospel in
mission work. e felt that the “ Northern ” was
centitled to a high place amongst Christ’s churches
on all of these points. Rev. Messts. Warriner,
of Bowmanville ; Robinson, of ‘I'oronto; and Rev,
Dr. Jackson, of Kingston, delivered brief addresses,
and the large choir rendered appropriate music in
a most cfficient manner, under the direction of the
organist, Mr. H. Guest Collius, '

On Wednesday, January 16th, the annual busi-
ness meeting was held, ut which the reports for the -
past year from the various branches were presented.
The reports manifested good work aud progress,
and spoke hopefully for the future. The Young
Men’s Association has been particularly successful,
with an active membership of nearly fifty. They
are financially in good standing, having a fuud of
about $550, the result of two entertainments given
during the year.

The church’s financial report shows the total
amount raised for a'l purposes during the year by
church and Sunday school to be over $6,100.
$1,850 has been paid off the martgage debt, leav-
ing it at present, $3,650, which, it is cexpected,
will be entirely wiped out in two more years. The
fund which has been established by Mr. Clark,
superintendent of the Sunday schooi, for the
crection of a new school, amounts to over £1,000,
and it is hoped that the required amcunt of
510,000 will soon Le obtained, as a new schonl
building with suitable church parlors, etc,, is much
required.  On Friday the 18th, the Sunday scliool
held its 30th annual festival, at which the children
assembled in large nuwbers to do justice to the
good things provided, and Mr. Clark presented
the usual valuable prizes to those who had merited
them.

PiNE Grove, ONT.—We held our Sunday School
Anniversary Entortainment on New Year’s night.
It was a grand success, both as regards a good
programme and receipts.  The proceeds amounted
to over forty dollars, the church being crowded.
The programme consisted of readings, recitations,
and singing, rendered by the teachers and scholars.,
The speakers were Rev. Mr. Shortt ( Episcopalian),
Rev. Mr. Wilson (Methodist), and Rev. Mr. Tall
The Iast gave some
intoresting accounts of his labors in contaet with
the poor of that prosperous city.  Another feature
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of the evening was two trees laden with gifts ; the
one with clothing and useful articles for the poor
of Toronto, the other full of presents for the friends.
Among the recipients wore Rov. Mr, aud Mes, W,
I, Wilhnott, who reccived each a Persinn lamb
cap, as & slight token of appreciution, from the
chureh and Sunday school, for their valuable ser-
vices rendered ; and also, Mrs. H. Kaiser a hand-
some Bible and beautiful floval cud from the
church and Sunday school, she being organist.
Our regular yearly business meeting was held in
the church on January 3id, deacon Benuetts in
the chair.  The ofticers of the previous year wero
re-clected, with one exception. The treasurer’s
account showed a balunce of two dollars after all
expenses had ieen met. The Ladies’ Aid and
Willing Workers Society is in a Hourishing condi-
tion.

Business being over we all sat down to a social
tea, which was wall supplied by the good ladies of
the church. When tew was over, the monthly
wissionary prayer meeting was held, in which
three or four took a pat, reading accounts of
mission work in foreign ficlds, followed by a few
well-spoken remarks by our pastor, which brought
the weeting to o close, J.B

MuLsourNe, Que,—The Congregational church
at Melbourne has had a year of blessings, both
temporal and spiritual. The old church building,
that has done duty for half a century, has, by
common consent, been declired too antiquated
and too airy to wmeet the requirements of the
increasing congregitions.  Wae ave to” have a new
church upon the oid lot, but on lower ground.
The excavation for'the basement has been com-
pleted. The brick are mostly on the ground. The
stone will soon be drawn, and, when spring opeus,
the building will be pushed forward as rapidly as
possible.
commodious, with u good basement.

The Christmas festivities among the people and
the children were very happy and universal. The
pastor, Rev, George F. Brown, and his wife, were
not forgotten by the church. Besides numerous
presents of use, they presented to Mr. Brown a
splendid Astrachan fur overcoat and a very hand-
some dressing case; to Mrs. Brown a valuatle set
of china.

Sunday, January 6th, was a day not soon to be
forgotten by Melbourne church. At the com-
munion service seventeen persons joined the
church. Two of them came in by letter from
another church, and the rest upon profession of
faith. No sudden revival has caused this large
addition to our numbers, but they are persons who
have long been under conviction, and with whom

The new building is to be neat and,

are more to follow: there are others who are
“ulmost persuaded,” and we trust that in the next
INDEPENDENT We may chronicle the fact that they
are not longer almost but altoyether,

Exvazven Cuurcen, MoNrrial.— This church
has sustained a severe loss in the death of Deacon
Alfred Savage, one of the original members, whose
connection with Zion Church began half u century
ago. e was a “man greatly beloved.” For
some years past he was confined to the house, but
was patient and cheerful to the end. A very
large company of citizens attended the funeral
service, conducted by Rev. I, H. Marling and Dr.
Cornish.  An election of the deacons will soon be
held to supply this vacancy and another. Two
very successful social meetings have been held
this season, which have owed their success very
iavgely the provision of *the minimum of pro-
gramwe.” The commnittes provide the night and
the iuvitations; the ladies, the refreshments;
musical friends, a little melody and harinony, snd
the rest of the company, the socialty. The
arrangement is highly approved. At the last
meeting, January 15th, 2 musical deputation from
the Congregationnl College charmed the peoplo by
their singing of a sacved chorus and a duct. The
pastor, in calling on them said that * they would
be better ministers and happier men” for being
able to sing. The “IHelping Hand” of the Sun-
day School gave its usual Christmas entertain-
ment to\ fully one hunnred poor children and
mothers, carcfully selected by Bible-women. For
every child there was a gift from the Christimas
tree ; many of them wmeade, and others given, by
the “1lelping Iland” themsclves. The wmothers
received packages of groceries. All took away
oranges and candy. It was a very cheery gather-
ing. The Christmas sermon to the school was
preached by the pastor on the morning of Sunday,
December 23rd, from the text, “1is naume shall
be called wonderful.” The scholars freely an-
swered his questions, and repeated the headings.
Christmas music was also selected. The Young
People’s Association is in vigorous life this winter:
they provided the Christas decoratione of the
church. At the meeting on Januaiy Sth, at wne
house of R. C. Jamieson, a large company gathered
to listen to papers on * Some American Poets.”
Mr. W, B. Blackader took “Edgar Allan Poe”;
Miss McKeand (read by Miss Macfie), “John G.
Whittier”; Mr. A. F. Grafton, « William C.
Bryant,” and Mis Helen Jamieson, ¢ James Rus.
sell Lowell.” All were admirally written. The
Ladies’ Aid Society is one of the most effective
organizations in the church. The Union had some
proof of their capabilities in June last.  DLofore
Christmas they mado, up two missionary boxes;

the Spiriv has long been striving.  And still there | they take an important part at the social mectings ;
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they collect faithfully for various missions .and
chavities ; they do a good deud of doreas work ; and
are so able and willing that there is a temptation
to *refer it to the Ladies” Aid”  Their prayer
meeting on Monday afternoons is well attended
and very helpful.  On the fivst Sunday in Junuary
a new organist and choir master entered on his
dutics, M. Hovace W. Reyner, lately in charge of
the music ot the Queen Street Methodist Church
in Ningston, and a professional musician, trained
in England. The appointment is a very satisfac-
tory one. A new hymn and tune book is now under
consideration, with the hope of promoting cengre-
mational singing. The annual meeting or the
chureh will be held on the 30th of Januvary. Onec
of the Secretaries of the American Board is
expected to preach the missionary sermons on the
24th of February. ’

WINNIPEG.—At the vecent Annual Meeting of
of the Central Congregational church, Geo. C.
Mortimore, secretary of the congregation, presented
the following report, which will be found to con-
tain wany facts of interest to the mewbers and
atrendants of that church :

Your secretary, in brifly reviewing the history
of the church for the pust year, begs to note that
the first and most important event was the change
in pastorate. Our late pastor, the Rev. J. B. 8il-
cox having tendered his resignation at a special
meeting held December 14th, 1387, and which

was finally accepted on the 21st of Dec., 1887, to
to take effect the 31st of January, 1888. At this

weeting it was decided to extend a call to the Rev.
Hugh Pedley, of Cobourg, Ontario. A call was
accordingly tendered to Mr. Pedley and after some
correspondence it was finaily accepted Ly him. On

the 30th of January, 1858, Mr. Pedley was form-|-

ally inducted as pastor of this church and up to
the present time he has filled the position with
honor to himself and very great acceptability to
the church and congregation. ~

The next event of importance was the grappling
with the debts of the defunct First Congregational
church which for some two years past had been
seriously retarding the growth and uscfulness of
this church. For although we were in no wise
responsible either legally or morally for the ligui-
dation of these debts, still the genernl public who
were not conversant with the facts held us respon-
sible.

During the summer the pastor and officers held
several informal meetings for the purpose of re-
moving the difliculty, and finally a line of action
was formulated, which on presentation to the
church was.adopted after some slight modifica-
tions.

Aund it is very gratifying to be able to report
thav this source of annoyance has now been re-

;
moved, owing to the very hearty and generous

manner in which the church and eongrescion re-
isponded to the call wmade upon then.

Our wewbership has been Lugely augemented
during the year just closed, and it affords e great
pleasure to state that we have lost none by death.

Au abstract from our membership roll gives the
foliowing results :

Members on the roll Jan. 1, 1885....,.216
Admiitted during the year by letter..... 7
Admitted during the year on prafession

of faith........ ..ol . 47

From which must be deductod—

i Withdrawn by letter ...... ..........
Deceased.. . .ooonieiiiiiiiiiiill

12

Now inmembership. .................
Being a net gain for the year of. . ..

258
42

Our finauces are also in a very satisfactory condi-
tion, cvery engagement having been pramptly and

fully paid. The following statement is a summary of
the finances of the different church arganizations :
RECEITS.
Balance on hand from last year.. $ 280 64
General church purposes........ $4,775 03
Benovelences .................. 250 50
Ladies’ Mid Society.......... ... 998 6O
Sunday School................. 255 30
Debts defunct First Congrega-
tional church........... .. .. 1,159 25
Total receipts all sources. .. $§7,035 68
Making with balance....... $7.319 32
EXPENDITGRES.
Gener:l church purposes........ $4,778 89
Benovelences . .o.vviiiianaa.n. 213 50
Ladies” Aid Society............. 432 20
Sunday School...... ceeaealaeas 206 G
Debts delunct First Congrega-
tional church ............ .. 1,139 25
Total expenditure. ... .. .. 8§7.790 45
Leaving balance on hand.. $ 329 37
Distributed as follows :
General church purposes. ...... $ Wil
Benovelences.. . . .. P 49 25
Ladics” Aid Secicty. ..., 321 17
Sunday School.....n.. . & ... 128 04
' —3 328 87

Vaxcouver, B. C.-—As evinced by the large
attendance at all of the Congregational Church
services on Sunday, that denomination will soon
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be under the urgent necessity of going whewd with
their church buailding on Richard Street.  The
Wiison Hali can hardly hold all whe at present
attend the services, and the numbers are likely to
increase lurgely before spring.— Daily World.

Panis.—The Annual Meeting of the church was
held on the 16th January, and the reports showed
a very marked progress in the work of the church.
The total smmount of all the contributions was over
§1,400. The Sunday School has been steadily in-
ereasing in numbers, till last Sunday it reached
a towl attendance of 115, The church music has
much improved, through assiduous practice by the
choir, and the renovation of the pipe organ. The
membership rol), after careful revision, stands at
one hundred ; ten having Leen added during the
vear. A very hopeful spirit pervades the church.
We expect good during the coming year.

Pamis.—The Sunday School of the Congrega-
tional church held their annual Christmas enter-
winment in the church on Friday evening. The
attendance was very Jarge, and the scholars ren-
dered the service entitled, *The Messial’s Star,”
sirst rate, and gave much credit to themselves and
teachers by the way each part was performed.
The great event of the evening was the unloading
of the tree, and the presents and prizes were more
numerous than other years. -Quite a large number
of prizes were awarded to the scholars. One
vleasant feature of the evening was the presenta-
tion to the pastor, Rev. Mr- Unsworth, by the
teachers of the Sunday Schoo), of a fine beaver cap.
Although no admission was charged, the silver
collection that was taken up during the evening
amounted to nearly $17.—Puaris Paper.

CoLLkGE ExpowneNt 1N 71 WEsT,—The Com-
mitiee for the interests of the College in the West,
are planning to present the matter to the churches
about the first of March. Each church will be
visited by at least one member of the committee,
along with a neighboring pastor or layman.  The

character of the meetings will be determined byl After tea, Dr. Barnes of Sherbrooke, g

the circumstances of each church. Pastors are
co-operating with the committee in this effort.
Tiie Seld has been divided into three districts, and
aliotted as follows: Northern district, Rev. J.
P.Gerrie ; Eastern, Rev. D. McGiregor ; Western,
Rev. J. K. Unsworth. The awmjuat aimed at in
the West, is $4,000. J. XK. U.

SanNIA ANNIVERsaky SErvicks.—The Anniver-
sary Services of the Cengregational Church here,
reczatly held, were the most encouraging since
*he church opening. Able and instructive sermons
weze preached on Sabbath, the 30th ult., by the
Rev. John Morton of Hamilton, to good and at-

tentive  congregations, and a special collection
taken up for church debt amounting to 265, The
annual tea meeting of the church and congres.
tion was held on Wednesday evening, Jan Zud,
and was very largely attended.,  The pastor, Hev,
R. K. Black, presided, and interesting addresses
were delivered by the ministers of the town, and
others. The very appropriate music by the choir
added much to the enjoywment of the cvening. The
pecuniary results of the tea meeting were cqual to
those of the Sabbath contribution, making the ag-
gregate $130. The interest on the debt wumount.
ing to $132 has been regularly met by wmounthly
contribution, and by this late effort $100 has Leen
paid on the principal.

WarerviLLg, Que.—The Congregational church
in  Waterville held its annual tea-mecting on
Wednesday, Dec. 12th, which like all its predeces-
sors, was quite a success.

Joha McTIatosh 1sq., M.P.P,, was calied to the
chair, the duties of which weve ably discharged.
The Rev. Mr. Staples, Daptist, opened the meeting
with prayer; and the pastor, the Rev. G. Purkis,
addressed a few words of welcome to those who
had come to take part in the exercises ; ulso to the
audieace, many of whom had come quite a dis-
tance, notwithstanding the unfavourable state of
the weather. And the fact that some of then
were there for the temth time, wes pretty good
proof that the efforts of the Committee on former
occasions had been duly appreciated.

The fdrst speaker was the Rev. Mi. Flanders,
of Couticook, Methodist, who urged on the young
people the importance of aking a cheerful view of
life, and to take pleasure out of it as they went
along ; but not to make pleasure the chief end
and object of life ; for they who did so were sure
to miss it, while those who are the most useful are
always the most happy.

An excellent tea provided by the ladies, was
then served, which did credit to them, as well as
to the young men who so ciliciently waited on the
company. -
Ve an
aaus ~~.which he introduced as nudtum in parvo ;
in which he showed that mmany a thing which ap-
peased very insignificant iu itself, was often fol-
lowed by great and Important results. The
llustrations were both numerous and striking,
and like the address of Mr. Flanders, was listenced
to with close atteution.

“The Methodist choir of Coaticook, with Mr. G.
Collinson, their orgauist, had been iuvited, and
they rendered good service by giving several sclos,
duets and anthews, which were highly appreciated.
~ During the past year the coungregation has
erected a new brick parsonage ; aud the pastor,

with the aid of several friends, moved in on the
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second day of the new year, a residence of twenty- -
one years and six months in the old one. The new |
building is only a few rods from the church. !

May tho material improvement be followed Ly |
spivitual advancement ; and to God shall be all
the glory.—Coum.

Lroorryy, N.8.—On Christmas day, the pastor, !
Rev, M. M. Goldberg, preached a sermon appro-
priate to the occasion. On Monduy evening, 31st
Dee, the ‘ Young People’s Christian Society ” met
at the house of Captain-and Mrs. Wharton for an
evening’s refreshwent and entertainment. At
11 pan. they adjourned to the church, where a
large congregation was assembled, and Mr. Gold
berg preached from John xix ; 30, ¢ Itis finished.”
The New Year came in amid perfect and reverent
stillness, and the service closed by the singing of a
hymn and the benediction by the pastor.

Pirsovan.—Miss Hattie Turner of Hamilton,
having by the good hand of God, reached the
inferior of China, in connection with Hudson
Taylor’s mission, sends us a long letter, which will
be the piece de resistance in our next number. She
sends us her Chinese signature ; but it is beyond
our erudition. Transliterated it is “ Tuen-shi-teb.”

PersoNaL—We have a communication from
Rev. Robert Brown, formerly of Ontario, and
lately of Manitoba. He is in Washington Terri-
tory, in Congregational pioneer work., His letter
in our next.

| @fficial Motices.

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

4 Happy New Year toall the friends of the Cen-
tral District Association and a challange to them
1o unite in an effort not only to cause it to pass
out of its late moribund stage, but to restore it to
more than its early efficiency and fame ! I submit
herewith a list of subjects assigned to members for
the next meeting at Wiarton on April 9th and
10th. “Time is fleeting,” and before we are well
aware, Spring will be at hand. Hence the impor-
tance of letting the Associational work come into
our minds this early. Brethren “fall into line”!

LIST OF SUBJECTS.

1. “How can the Churches kelp one another,”
Rev. Joseph Wild, D. D 2. “The Church doing
its duty toward the churchless and Christless,” Rev.
C. 8. Bolton. 3. The consecration of possessiows
to the Lord,” Rev. Geo. Robertson. 4. « What

of w Clristian State,” Rev.John Burton., 6.+ The
relation of the Church to wmoral refurms,” Rev, I,
Davey. 7. “The better utilization of latewt yguer
in the church,” Rev. Chas, Duff, 8. “ The are-
dote in the sermon and address, Rev, W, W, Suiitl.,
9. Disbelicf and unbelief in religion—their cure,
Rev. J. R. Black. 10. “The power of prayer,”
Rev. M. 8. Gray.
A. I. McGrecox, Sec.

Toronto, Jan. Sth, 1889.

CANADA CONGREGATIONAL MISSION.
ARY SOCIETY.

The following sums have been received far the
Society, since the last acknowledgement dated Sep-
tember 1st, 1888 :

Barrie, Ont., $11.30; Chebogue, N S., La *ies’ H.
ML S,; §14.50 ; Margarce, N.S,, 32.20. Hdgar, Ont,
$10 5 Wiarton, Ont., $22; Miss I, Simith. Durchester,
Ont., $5; Rev. W. T, Currie, W, Africa. S$10; Wat-
ford, Ont., $20; Loan to students, $135; Colonial
Missionary Society, $1069.60 ; London, Ont., $3.10;
da. Mrs. James, $2; Watford Ont., $1.75; Warwick,
(Ebenezer), Ont., $1.70; Plympton, Ont., $4.75;
Forest, Ont., $5.41; do Lake Shore, $2.50 ; Guelph,
Ont., $8; do Branch School, $7; Toronto, Zion,
$44.11; A. B.interest to G. R. M. F., $66; Mou-
treal, Calvary, $100 ; W. M. Montreal, for Vancouver,
$2 ; Hamilton, Ont. S. 8., $20; Matintown, Ont.,
$25 ; Miss Mary L. Ball, Huatingville, . Q., $20,

SaMUEL N, JACKsoN, T'reas,

Kingston, Dec. 31st, 1888.

CONGREGATIONAL PROVIDENT FUND
SOCIETY.

63 ST. PETER ST., MONTKEAL.
Receipts from churches since May 31st, 1588 :

London............ P S15 25
Embro...cc.oiiiiniann... 8 20
$23 45
Individual donations........... 12
TTotal. . S35 45

The above is a great falling off from the same period
of last year, and the directors would earnestly urze
the churches not to forget the Fund ; as their assis-
tance is absolutely neccessary to enable them to pay
the annuities in full.  We don’t ask for lavge collec-
tions ; but we do ask to be remembered, no matter
how small the collection may he.

Cuas. R, Brack, See.-Treas.
CANADA CONGREGATIONAI IFOREIGN
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Treasurer acknowledges the receipt of the fol-
lowing amounts, to date : -
Toronto Northern, §25; Moutreal, Mr. C. Alex-

’

can be done toimprove the S. S, Teackers Meeting,”
Rev. W. Ii. Warriner. 5. “The true functions

ander, $20; Toronto Bond St. 8. 8., to purchase
mule for Mr. Currie, $100; Danville S. 5., §5;
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Toronta, Parkdale 8 8., S460; Rev. C. Dafl, Si;
Ottawa S, 8. 817 Hamilton 8, 8., $10; Miss
tuar's Class, 835 Miss Turner's Class, $3; IFrank-
jin Centre, S10.D ¢ Pavis, S, 8., 8125 Milton, N. 8.,
25,25 3 Chebogue, Busy Beces’ Socicty, $14; Barrie,
20,505 Qavafraxa Piest, $7.67 ¢ Toronto, Mr, J. D.
Nasmith, $16: Rev. W, T Curvie, from a fund left
by Mrs. Currie. $10; Montreal, Calvory, Miss Cooper,
<1 Stoufiville, 8135 Fdgar, $7; Humber Summit,
212; Belwood, Light Bearers Band, $18.85 ; Sale of
samphlets, 811, Total, $339.92.
T. B. Macavrnay, Treasurer.,
Montreal, Dee. 15th, 1888,

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE BUILDING
FUND.

Subscriptions received from the cast towards the
Building Fund of Pilgrim Church, Portage la Prairie :

Acknowledged befare, 8199.15 ; Women'’s Board of
Missions, 8100 : Hamilton Church, $27.35; Pine
drove Chureh, 816.30; James Wilkesand other friends
srntford, $21; St. Catherines Church, $10; Dr.
Geo. A. Peters, Toronto, 10 ; Mrs. H. W. Spaulding,
Sweetsburag, Que., $5; Mount Zion, Toronto, $4;
Mauilla, §3.50: E. I. Braithwaite, Oberlin, Ohio, $2 ;
Miss Martin, Garafraxa, 85 ; Zion Church, Toronto,
230 ; Christian Endeavor Society of Zion Church,
S10. Total, $443.30.

Obituary.
MR. ALFRED SAVAGE.. -

In the death of Mr. Alfred Savage, Montreal
loses an old, worthy, and greatly esteemed citizen.
To the natural debility of old age, heart discase
and paralytie seizures were added during the later
years of his life.  These tried him severely ; but
they did not conquer that geniality and good
nature which no distress of earlier life could sour.
During the past four years ‘Mr. Savage was con-
fined to his house. The last three of these were
chiefly spent in his bedroom, where he was care-
fully nursed by his wife and son, Mr. R. D. Savage,
The task was no light one, for being perfectly
helpless, he required almost counstant attention.
Although the members of his family felt that the |
slight thread which held him to life might be at
any moment snapped, it was not until quite recently
that Mr. Savage himself became conscious of Lis
approaching end.  His mind retained its wonted
serenity. The sunshine of his nature broke from
kim in looks and smiles; nor could the pangs of
dissolution conquer the kind tones which, in the

conllict of active life, have never been lacking.

Mr. Savage died in perfect consciousness in the
arms of his wife and son,—a sincere and huiable
follower of the Lord.

Mr. Savage was born in Huddersficld, Fingland,
on the 10th of Oct., 1812, In 1818 he landed at
Quebec, and for a short ti:ne engaged as clerk in the
drug-store of Mr. Mussen. He moved to Montreu,
and commenced business for himself in the old
stand occupied by Mr. Devins, near the Court
House on Notre Dame street. IHere he laid the
foundation of a paying business. He subsequently
joined the Messrs. Lyman in partnership, which
lasted for some years. Mr. Savage later recom-
menced business for hiwmself, and has long been at
the head of the firm of Alfred Savage & Son, as
oil merchants. He has Jong enjoyed an ample for-
tune. In the rebellion of ’37 he bore a musket
for the Queen, and was always proud of being a
Britisher. M. Savage may be said to have been
the pioneer in several branches of the drug and
ice-cutting business, which have since developed
to a wonderful extent. With regard to his con-

.{nection with the latter it way be mentioned that

the engineers of the Victoria Bridge consulted him
as to the possible effects of. the piers upon the
flooding of the city with satisfactory results. Mr.
Savage eschewed politics and public affairs, al-
though repeatedly pressed to interest himself
therein. He devoted himself to the interest of
his family, and was the genial head of a bright
and sunny family and social circle. In early life
he Liecame associated with .old Zion Church, of
which his father, the late George Savage, was a
leader from the beginning, and of which in due
‘time he became a deacon, activ-t:* ~~+~vacting him-
self in its affairs until it was divided. He then
associated himself with Emmanuel Church, and
remained in connection with it up to his death.

Mr. Savage married about 34 years ago, Miss
Jean Donaldson, of Greeunock, Scotland. ilis
eldest daughter was the first wife of Mr. John
T. Molson ; his second daughter is the widow of
the late Mr. G. D. Redpath. His third daugiiter
married Major Larkin, late of Her Majesty’s 47th
Regiment, and now in England.  Iis eldest son,
Mr. J. G. Savage, carries on the business. Iis
other son, Mr. R. D. Savage, is in business for
Jimself in the building material and lwaber
business.— Witness.
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MR, ROBERT C. BICHAN.

The Congregational Clhiareh in Belwood has been
ealled  to mowrn the loss of a true friend and |
earnest worker,

Mr. Robert C. Bichan was born on the Island
called Pomona, one of the Orkney group, in the
parish of Deerness, October 241h, 1819, His
parents were both honest and godly members of
the Established Church.  Ile also beeame a mew- |
ber of that chureh when about nineteen years of
age, but, as he himself said, without knowing
much of vital godliness, having, at that time, no
true faith in the Saviour.

About the year 1343, his father, with his fainily,
left the Established Church and united with a
Free Kirk, just then formed.

Soon after we find the subject of this sketch
earnestly engaged in Sunday School teaching.
Alchough, as he stated, with very little ability for
that work—chiefly on account of his own impe:-
fect Christian experience. In the summer of 1846
he was brought to a more perfect knowledge of the
trath, and to a personal committal of himself to |
Christ, through the preaching of the Rev. J. Kirk,
a minister of the Evangelical Union Church in the
City of Edinburgh. He soon after joined this
church. This was a step and a period in his
religious history that he looked back upon with
joy throughout his whole life. From that timne he |
became a true Christian worker, even in the f.tcc‘

of persecution, following in the steps of his master. |

Another important step in his life history was
his marriage with Isabella Smith, Feb. 10th, 1848.
About one year after his marriage, feeling the.
great pressure of dull times, he and his good wife
determined to cross the sea for the United States,
purposing to settle in Wisconsin ; but when they |
arrived in Buffalo he, his wire and little child were |
all taken ill, and through this and other causes!
their plan of settlement was changed and eventu-
ally they removed to the towunship of Garafraxa,
and shortly after to Eramosa—where in the year
1851, he united with the Speedside Congregational
Churceh, and was elected deacon. Ile held, with
great acceptance, this office while he remained in
Eramosa, about ten years. In April, 1862 he re-
turned to Garafraxa and was appointed to the

j amongst natives.

posu.wu of deacon there, .m(l atfter \w.u‘d‘- in the
Belwood Church. l[em, during the remainder of
his life he labored, both in the Subbath School and
Churea, at least until his physical strength failed
him, . And when unable to attend the public ser-
vices his prayers were freely and constantly offered
up, that the Sunday School and Chureh might be
blessed of God. For nearly a ycar our hrother
was laid aside from active work, but during that
illness he was a true comforter, not only to his
fuinily but to others, and his love and loyulty to
the Master and His cause were manifested by him
in many ways. His deuth, though long expected,
brought sadness to our hearts, and the pain of
separation was only lessened by the thought that
our brother was going homne to be with Christ.
His prayer, near the end was, “Cowme Lord Jesus,”
and it was answered ; sweetly he fell asleep
half after 11 p.m., on November 29,

(hissions.

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION,

OSPEL civi.
> lization is
Y the only
X kind that
really bene-
fits and
lasts. The
Rev. James
Chalmers,
an experi-

enced 1nis-
’-" ionary in
New Gui-
nen, writes:

O

b2

\ vi..f

STy s ,(‘_a'i.':"v‘d*)'r»

»

g\&.&\w {nv-\a}t.%/‘
“I have had twenty-one years’ experience
I have seen the semi-civilized
and the civilized ; I have lived with the Christian
native, and I have lived, dined and slept with the
cannibal. I have visited the islands of the New
Hebrides, which I.trust will not be handed over
to the tender mercies of France; I have visited the
Loyalty group; I have seen the work of missions
in the Samoan group; I have lived for ten yeurs
in the Iiervey group ; I know a few of the groups
close on the line, and for nine years I have lived
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with the savages of New Guinea; but I have Tue man who, at a monthly concert we wot of

pever mot with a single man or woman, or with
a single people, that your civilization without
Chyistianity has civilized. Gospel and commerce ;
but remember this, it must be the gospel first.
Wherever there has been the slightest spark of
civilization in the Southern Secas, it has been where
the gospel has been preached ; and whenever you
tind in the islaud of Now Guinea n friendly people,
or a people that will welcome you there, it is where
the missionaries of the cross have been preaching
Chuist. Civilization ! The rampart can only be
stormed by those who carry the cross.”

Ixpia is waiting for Christianity. The people
are impregnated with the belief that—in the
words of one of them to Dr. Butler a few months
after the Sepoy rebellion—God is tighting on the
side of the Christians, and that Christianity is
invincible and inevitable. A few years ago the
missionaries were afraid to put the name of Christ
on the tittle page of a tract lest it might prevent
it being read. To-day the best advertisement for
the sale of a tract is the name of Christ. The
people are thirsting to know more of Him. They
have found out that He is from Asia, and they
are preparing to welcome Him back to Asia.
Keshub Chunder Sen, the founder of the Bramo
Somaj, in the great annual gathering in the City
Hall at Caleutta, just before his death, which was
attended by some 2,000 of the educated Hindus,
declared that the power that dominated India w>s
not the Ewpress Queen, or her councils or her
army, but Jesus Christ of Nazareth. “Itis,” he
said. *“no longer a question whether Jesus Christ
.shall have India; my countrymen, He has India
already : and, my countrymen, He ought to have
it.”  And his astounding statement was received
with applause, and since that time his successor
has repeated the same sentiment, saying there isa
universal brotherhood in religion, aund it is found
in the worship of Jesus Christ.—ZRev. Dr. Butler,
at Montreal. ’

“DR. DurF, what is your theory of missions$”
“I have no theory; anything and everything to
advance the cause. If I could advance missions
by standing on a street corner and beating together
wwo old shoes, I would not hesitate.”” We are of
Mr. Dufi’s opinion. There is an excessive con-

servatism that attaches itself to methods after they

have become stereotyped, or even fossilized. A
wood method may lose its vitality and inspiration.
S0 a theory may cramp and cripple our effort. We

need to be on the alert to watch the hand of God..

and the moving of the Providential Pillar. Let
God’s plans be ours, and let us not fail to find
what thos: plans are, as revealed by the very
signs of the times.—Missionary Review.

made a speech urging a special effort for a wis-
sionary treasury than at a low ehb and followed it
up with putting two cents into the plate—not “all
his living,” by any means—and was known there-
after among the boys as “Special Eftort,” has too
many imitators nowadays. Talk is good in its
place, but what the miscionary treasurics need just
now is cash, and a good deal of it.— L,

THE missionaries on the Congo wre likely to
profit by the formation of a company to establish
trading centres at which goods of various sort can
be purchased. IHeretofore the missionaries have
been compelled to make all the arrangements for
the transportation of supplies from Europe to the
individual stations. The advent of the middle-
man means relief from considerable care, and
doubtless in the end a saving in expense, as well
as an improved style of living,

Temperance.
PROGRESS.

URELY no oneamong us now
denies the great evils done by
drink. ¢ At the last it biteth

like a serpent, and stingeth
like an adder.” A significant
mark of progress is, that in all
religious papers, and all religi-
ous bodies and meetings, ab-

AN stinence is now recognized as
a part ot our Christian duty ; and the arguments
and organizations of temperance find a place. We
are glad it is so: that intemperance is no longer
looked upon as a peccadillo but a sin} and that if
a man would be a Christian, and do a Christian’s
whole duty, he must be a ¢ Teetotalle.” This shall
ever be the position of the INDEPENDENT, as we
know it is of the Congregational churches of the
Domiuion. -

Have You A Boy 1o Srare.—The saloon nust
have boys, or it must shut up shop. Can’t you
furnish it one? It is a great factory, and unless
it can get 2,000,000 boys from each generation for
raw material, some of these factories must close
out and .its operatives must be thrown on a cold
world, “and the public revenue will dwindle.
“YWanted—2,000,000 boys,” is the notice. One
family out of every five must contribute a boy to
keep up the supply. Will you help? Which of
your boys will it be? The minotaur of Crete had
to have a trireme full of fair maidens each year;
but the minotaur of America demands a city full of
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bays each year,
given your “share to keep up the supply for this
great publie tustitution that is helping to pay your
taxes and kindly cleeting publie oflicinls for you ?
Have you contributed o boy 7 If not, some other
fawily has had to give more than its shave.  Arve
you seltish, voting to keep the saloon open to grind
up boy: % and then doing nothing to keep up the

supply ?

*Is it a wission headache or a temperance head-
ache?” T heard asked of a weary looking young
wowan, who, in addition to church and bunday
school work, was actively engaged’ ih three dif-
ferent societies.

¢ This has happened too often,” was the reply, as
she laid her throbbing head upon the pillow. It
is very well to send the Gospel to the heathen, and
to help the cause of temperance in our own town.
Jt is work that needs to be done ; but what right
have I to do more of it than I have strength for
What right have I to exhaust my nervous energy
in such ways, and leave but the dregs of myself
for the home?”

The saying, “Charity begins at howme,” seems
almost to have lost its foree in some fumilies. One
would think it began anywhere else, and never
found time to reach the home. This is an age of
clubs. Suppose we have one more-—~the Stay-at-
Home Club, to meet at least once a week, and with
musie, games, and reading, provide some enter-
tainment for every member of the family circle !

“If a community of both sexes, whose progeni-
tors were finely formed and powerful, were to be
trained to the early practice of smoking, and if
marringe were confined to the smokers, an ap-
parently new and physically inferior race of men
and women would be bred up.”— Dr. W..J3,
Richardson.

“ Dear sisters, our field is the world, every brain
an open furrow, every word a seed sown for- the
coming harvest.” —-Mus Willard.

Umoman’s JBoard.

We are glad to report the formation of three
new societies in Quebec Province. In January,
Mrs. Hurd, of Sherbrooke, helped to organize an
Auxiliary in Lennoxville, Mr:. Abbott bem:-: elect-
ed President.

During the winter an Auxiliary was formed in
Stanstead, which is working hopefully. Since
then, the young ladies of Sherbrooke church have
banded together, and, under Mrs. Hurd’s leader-
ship, have joined our compuny.  Are there not
more who will follow thoir oxamplet 11 W,

Are youn fathor? Lluve you |

Qur ¢oucgc d:omnm.

Mr. W J, Watt has received an unanimous cull
to the pustorate of the church at I'rauklin Ceutre,
Que.  He has not yet given his decision.

Mr. I, Pedley, B.A,, is in communication with
the authorities of the A, B. C. I, M., with & view
to his location in Jupan,

Mr. D. Hamilton visited friends in Toronto,
during the Christinas vacation.

Mr. H, C. Mason, B.A,, has received a call to
the pastorate of the Geor%town chureh. As he
has to make a choice between fields, his answer is
delayed for a short time.

Mr. F. W. Macallum, B.A., expects to spend n
session in one of the Amenmn colleges, prepara.
tory to his going to foreign work.

Mr. W. J. Watt has been asked to preach in
Zion church, Montreal, til! the end of the present
college session.

Mr. W. Lee expects to leave for Africa this
year, under the auspices of the A. B. C. F. M.

Mr. Swanson was preaching in Kingston and
Coldsprings during the Christmas vacation,

Mr. J. Austin is in communication with the
A. B. C. F. M, relative to ioreign work.

We are glad to hear that Miss Pigott’s sister is
out of dan«er, and we hope to sece our matron back
with us before long.

Messrs. Lee and Pedley spent part of the Christ-
mas vacation at Cobourg. Whilc there they gave
addresses on the work in foreign lands; and judg-
ing by the intercst displayed on the parc of the
a.ud.ence, the wmissionary zeal of the Cohou g peo-
ple is not yet cn the decline.

Five students—DMessrs. 3Mason, Craik, Reid,
Pritchard and Colclough—spent a very pleasant
Christmas vacation among the good people of the
Congregational Church, F mnkhn Centre, P. Q.
The writer would add his testimony to that of his
fellow-students, that too high a tribute cannot be
paid to the friends theve, for the hearty welcome
and generous treatment accorded to us. We had
—in familiar phraseology—a “real good time.”
However. although Pleasure secmed to have Work
by the throat, we were not altogether idle. On
Thursday, Jan. 3rd, a most enjoyable and success-
ful Social was held in the Town Hall, in which
the students took pert, and which netted over $30.
A pleasing feature of the meeting was the spirit
of Christian recipiocity mamfestcd our chairman
Leing a leading piscopalian, :\;‘(uin, the pulpit
was supplicd by the students; vad on the last
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unday evening of our stay,
md impressive Bvangelical service was held, in
whieh cach student spoke. Undoubtedly, we shall
look back upon this Christmas-tide, as an oasis in
our College Session ; and we shall return to the
stern realitivs of College life, refreshed and nerved
with recruited strength.  May God bless our visit
to 1lis honor and glory !

Echoes from the lLecture Room.
To carry the thought of Christ’s sacrifice for the
world hefore Qod, is always owned of God for good.
A pastor incurs a deep vesponsibility, who allows
anyone and everyone access to the souls given into
his charge by the great Iead of the Church.
A minister magnifics his office, when he leads his

people into the universal aspect of Christ’s king-
don. . )

The conuversion of the Sandwich Islands cost the
price of a single war-ship.

The Church of Christ being a missionary insti-
wution, the pastor will find himself in the fullest
sympathy with his parish-work, when his parish
embraces the world.

THE COLLEGE JUBILEE ENDOWMENT.

NOTES FOR JANUARY.

«Tur WEsT™ IN WORKING orDER.—Rev. J. K.
Unsworth repn ts-—*“To be aimed at,—S4,000.”
(N:B. — 81,000 mose than the assignment, by
guess.) “The field divided into three districts
1. Guelph, in charge of Rev. D. McGregor. 2.
Lmzdon, Rev. J. K. Unsworth. 3. btmfford,

Rev. J. P. Gerrie. We purpose making our visits
March 1st. Meantime to write to pastors, make
placs and difiuse information. We are ta.kin:,
with us generally 2 minister and a l.).yman. Now,
we call that a fine specimen of organization. And
iv is bound to succeed !

“Thaeg CENTRAL” AsSSOCIATION, meeting in De-
cember, resolved :—* That, as an Association, we
rejoice in the fact that the Congregational College
of B. N. A. is approaching its fitticth anniversary,
and the Board are endeavoring to raise a further
endowment of $20,000. We most heartily endorse
the movement, and pledge ourselves to do our best
to make it 2 success.”

“Ax OLD STubDENT” sends 550, and adds : "It o~
must not make promises for the future ; but T am-.
not satisfied with this amount, and desire to make!

n most iuteresting |

God bless this good brother! Currespondence on
this matter, though a labour, has brought & reward
in words like these from m:my “an old student.”

I}
§

1tcm1g motxcc.,.

Lirrue’s Livixe Aai rore 1889, During the
forty-tive years of its existence this sterling weekly
magazine has steadily mnaintained its high standard.
It is a thoroughly satisfuctory compilation of the
wost valuable literature of the day, and as such is
unrivalled. As periodicals of all sorts continue
to multiply, this wagazine continues to increuse
in value ; and it has become quite indispeusible.
By its aid alone one can, with an economy of time,
labor and money otherwise impracticable, keep
well abreast with the literary and scientific pro-
gress of the age and with the work of the ablest
living writers. It is the most comprehensive of
magazines, and its prospectus for 1839 is well
worth the attention of ail who are selecting their
reading-matter for the new year. Li%tle & Co.,
Boston, are the publishers.

The MoxrtrEAL WiTXEss is offering a great in-’
ducement to its subscribers for the DaiLy and
WeekLy Wrrsess for 1889, Ly giving them a
copy of the 5120,0600 picture, * Christ before
Pilate,” the most notable picture ever hrouzlt to
America, for only twenty-five cents. The ditferent
departments of the WEERLY are attracting much
attention, and are to be found full of valuable in-
formation to the faurmer, merchant and house-wife.
The Wrrxess is unequalled as a family paper.
The Nowrruery MEesseNGer, the pioncer paper, is
greatly improved and should be in the hands of
every boy and girl, who will find most instructive
reading therein.

For the Young.
ANECDOTES OF BEASTS AND BIRDS.

INDXNESS to animals is not
only a virtue of itself, but
it prowotes xinduess in
the heart in every other
direction. Weshall,from
wonth to mouzh, give our
young friends someé items
under the present head-
ing. It will help the

1 =~
.
.

it more. Threescore years and ten (next May),
wast not promise, but way wish and pray andj
lione that all the thousands necdful way come in, ! !
“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.™” 1§

: true!

cducation of the heart.
= as well as of the head.

“ Tt
A friend of uine had o

[ m.u tell you n stisage story of w cat,
Yes, 1L is true.
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pet ent and o tune bird.  The name of the cat
was fun, and Pan was so fond of the bird that it
would play with it for an hour at a time,

One day, when these two were at high romps,
all at once the cat made a great spring, took
the bid and ran with it out of the room. Did
it harm the bird? You shall hear. It was
done in so short a time that my friend could not
stop the eat.  As quick as she could she got up
from her chair and went to see what the cat had
done with the bird. But just then, what should
she spy but a strange cat that lay hid like a thief
at one end of the room. So my friend drove the
strange cat from the room, and then went to the
door and called “Fun,Fun, Fun! Come here,
Fun!”

And then in came the bird, hop, hop, hop ; hop,
hop, hop ; and our good cat Fun came close by
its side. And when Fun saw that the strange cat
was gone, it put its soft paw on the bird, and gave
it a pat, as much as to say, “There now you are
safe, quite safe. That strange cat is gone, now we
may play and romp again !”

And the bird sang a little song that seemed to
say, as plais as words, “ My good cat, my brave
Fun, how I thank you!”

If a cat and bird can so learn to agree,
How kind to all creatures should we learn to be!

—Our Dumb Animals.

“ ONE TOUCH OF NATURE.”

A boy, ten years old, pulling a heavy cart loaded
with pieces of boards and laths taken from some
demolished structure—an every day sight in our
large cities. Tired and exhausted, he halted un-
der o shade tree.  His feet were sore and bruised,
his cloths in rags, his face pinched and looking
years older than it should. The boy lay down
on the grass, and in five minutes was fast asleep.
His bare feet just touched the curb-stone, and the
old hat fell from his head and ralled on the walk.
In the shadow of the trees his face told a story
that every passer-by could read. It told of scanty
food, of nights when the body shivered with cold.
of a home without sunshine, of a young life con-
fronted by mocking shadows.

Then something curious happened. A labowing
man—a queer old man, with a wood-saw on his
arm-—crossed the street to vest for a moment un-
der the same shace. He glanced at the boy and
turned away, but his look was drawn again, and

now he saw the picture and read the story. He,
100, knew what it was to shiver and hunger. He

tiptoed along unti. he could bend over the boy,
and then took from his pocket a piece of bread
and met —the diuner he was to ont it he found
work—and laid it down besido the lad,  Then he

walked carelessly away, looking back every motm-
ent, but keeping out of sight as if he wanted to
escape thanks,

Men, women and children had scen it all, and
what a leveler it was!  The human soul is ever
kind and generous, but sometites there is necd of
a key to open it. A man walked down from his
steps, and left a half-dollar beside the poor man’s
bread. A wowman came along, and left a good hat
in place of the old one. A child came with a pair
of shoes, and a boy with a coat and vest. Pedes-
trians halted and whispered and dropped dimes
and quarters beside the first silver piece. The
pinched face suddenly awoke, and sprung up as if
it were a crime to sleep there. He saw the bread,
the clothing, the money, the score of people, wait-
ing around to see what he would do. He knew
that he had slept, and he realized that all these
things had come to him as he dreamed. Ther
what did he do? Why, he sat down, and covered
his face with his hands and sobbed.—ZLive Oak.

BIBLE QUESTIONS.

5. Whyis the riot at Ephesusa perfectly credible
thing? And what “craftsmen” in our day are
banded together against the Apostles’ doctrine,
Jjust as they were at Ephesus ?

6. What have we, in our pantries, that is
named after the city of Corinth, where Paul
preached ?

7. A forty-two month’s drought, and great rain
storm from the West?

8. What unusual name (only once found in the
Bible) is used in reference to an Israelitish bond-
maid, in Jeremiah 1
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