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THIRTY-FOURTH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE

Upper Tanada Bible Society,

REPORT OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD IN KNOX CHURCH, QUEEN STREET, TORONTU, ON WEDNESDAY EVENING,
OTH MAX.

The Hon. G. W. Allan, Senator, President of the Society, in the Chair.*

The spacious church was filled.

The Rev. Alexander Topp, D.D., the Pastor of the Church, commenced the
religinus exercises. by reading the 19¢h Psalm and offering prayer.

The general business of the meeting was introduced by the Honourable
Chairman, who said :—

* The Chair was surrounded by the following zentlemen :—~The Rizht Rev. the
Bishop of Huren, Rev. Avthur T. Pierson, {Detrait,) Hon. J. MeMurrich, the Yery
Rev Dean Grasett, Rev. Prof. Mclaren, Rev T2 Guttery, Rev. John Potts, Hon.
W. McMaster, J. Ge ree Hodgine, L.L. D.; Georze Hazue, B, : Rev. John Ge, ey,
Rev J. M. Cameron, I F Tiash, B<q; Rev. Anson Green, T.D1.3 Rev. B Ryerson,
- D.D,LL D ; Rev Prof. Greza, M A< Kev. E Baldwin M A ; Rev. W. Reid, M A
g Rev Alexander Topp. DD : Rev. J. G Robb, B.A.; Rev. E Barrass Alexander
{ Christie, Esii.; J. McBean, Bvq. 3 J. Brown, Es«}.; W. Kennedy, Ezq. 3 Dr. Geikie;
%-.nﬁx\mnr, Esq.; J. Gillespie, sq.; R. Walker, £sq.; R. W. Laird, Esq.; Dr. C, B.
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We are met together on this the 34th Anniversary of the Upper Canada
Bible Society, to receive an account of the work done, and the progress made
in the spread of Divine Truth, not only through the agency of this Society,
but also of the great Parent Society, which has just entered on the 70th
year of its glorious career ; and T trust that by what we shall hear, and whay
we shall have spoken to us by those kind friends who are assembled on this
platform to-night, we shall be stirred up to greater zeal in working together
for God and with God in the faith of that promise :—

My word shall not return unto me void. but it shall accomplish that
which T please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”

In making the arrangements for our annual meetings, the Committee to
whom such mattors ave delegated, are always careful to secure if possible
each year, the kind assistance of one or more new speakers, as tending to in-
crease the interast of our proceedings, and I am glad to say, thatwe have
with us this evening, both old friends and new, who will speak to you with
earnestness and eloquence on behalf of the Bible cause. Feeling well as-
sured of this, and bearing' in mind that, filling this chair as I have been
privileged to do from year to year, 1 have of necessity trespassed very often
on your kind attentivg, I am sure I shall best consult your pleasure by being
as brief as possible in my remarks to-night. Not that on such a theme as
the Biule cause, one could ever feel that he had not something to say, and s»
long as Gud shall spare me to preside on these ocecasions, I would not wil-
lingly forego the opportunity of at least declaring my steadfast interest in the
work ¢f the Society, and my unalterable, and I humbly trust, increasing love
for, and attachment to, that blessed Book, which it is our object to send far
and wide over the world.

Suffer me then to allude for a few moments to the Report which will pre-
i sently be read to you, and which will not only compare favourably with those
of past years, but will, I am persuaded, excite feelings of gratitude to
Almighty God, that He has so0 greaily blessed the work, and that we have
been enabled by the liberality of the friends of the Society, not only to
spread abroad the knowledge of the truth, in the various parts of our own
Dominien, but to co-uperave with the Parent Society in conveying the same
glad tidings to every part of the Globe. I find in referring to the figures
given in the Report, that the receipts for the year ending the 1st of March
last, from ordinary sources, amounted to £31,509, being an increase of nearly
$2,000 over the receipts of 1872-3, and an advance also upon the largest in-
come cver as yet received by the Society in any one year. As you will hear
when the Repor is read to you, this increase has taken place under a system
of agency which has now been in operation since 1871, the success of which,
the increasing revenues of the Society have, 1 think, fairly proved.

T am thankful also that we can report greater interest and activi‘y ia what 3
may be called our home field of lahour, as evinced by the number of ner |
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Branches formed within it during the past year, and you will find also grati-
fying mention made of the Branches which this Society assisted in planting
in our far-off Provinces of Manitoba and British Columbia. So that across

the whole continent from ocean to ocean, the Upper Canada Bible Society ix
sowing that goud seed of the word, which we may trust will, with God’s
blessing, bring forth much fruit to the praise of His name and the salvation
of many souls.

While thus pushing on the circulation of the Scriptures to the furthest com-
fines of our own land, the Upper Canada Bible Society has, axin former years,
agsisted i the world-wide work of the Parent Suciety. Some $10,500 have
been contributed by our Branches to the general and special objects of the
British and Foreign Bible Society, and thus we may feel, that while we have
not neglected the claims of those near home, we are in some measure sharing
in the blessed privilege of sending forth the Guspel of Life, alike to the
centres of civilizativn and the strongholds of heathenism—to combat with
infidelity and false religion in Europe, and with iznorance and superstition in
India or China, in Africa or the far off-Isles of the Pacific.

In this glorious work, the great Parent Suciety, now inits 70th year, is go-
ing on ‘‘prospering and to prosper.” Its income for the year just closed,
has reached the magnificent sum of over$1,000,000 ; let us try in vur degree,
and according to our ability, to imitate the liberality of the Christians of
Britain in the support of the Bible cause. But cheering as it is to hear of
the prosperity of the Parent Society, and the wonderful success which has
attended its efforts in attacking the strongholds of infidelity and superstition
abroad, it has exercised a species of home influence also, which is felt and
acknuwledged nut only vy its friends but even by its enemies.

From the time of the Reformation, England might properly be termed the
land of Bibles, but, I think, it muwy be asserted, without fear of contradiction,
that notwithstanding the scoffs of the few infidels, and the insidivus attempts
of smne so-called Christians to undermine its authority, and explain away
its precepts—the Bible, in all its integrity, never possessed so strong a hold
upon the national heart as at present, and this has, in no small degree,
been brought abvut by the influence of the British and Fore.gn Bible
Suciety.

Chere is u little incident alluded to in our Report, and well known doubt-
less through the pages of the newspapers to all whom: I am addressing—the
presentation of a magniicent copy of the Holy Scriptnres, in the Russian
langnage. to Her Imperial Highness, the Grand Duchess Marie, on the occa-
sion of lier marriage with the Duke of Edinburgh, and it is cheering to
every lover of God’s Word to know, that amidst all the festivities, the ad-
dresses, and rich gifts which were poured in upon the royal pair, this pre-,
fous offering of the British anl Foreign Bible Suciety, was most gladly
weleomed, and graciously received.

May we not hope that, under the blessed teaching of God’s Holy Sphit,
the contents of these precious volumes may find as abiding a place in the
heart of the youthful Duchess, and have as great an ifluence upon her
future life, as they have exercised over that of the royal lady who has just
welcomed her daughter to her English howe, and whor we delight to call
our guod and gracious Queen !

I pray God that in this Dominion His H)ly Book may ever be regarded
as the most prized possession, among high and low, rich and poor! -
Not to be looked upon as a gort of talisman, the mere possession of which
can do any good, but as a precious storehouse of light and truth. whose
pages we should diligently study, with the Psalmist’s prayer in our hearts,
if not upon our lips :—*“ Open thou mine eyes, O Lord, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Thy law.”

Let us pray, also, in this Dominion, that the Bible may make the living voice
of Gods munisters more eloguent, while it renders them the more careful of




52 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

what they preach, because it puts into the hands of their hearers, the stand-
ard of appeal by which their utterances must be tried.

Let both preachers and hearers avail themselves of all the facilities which
human learning and science have afforded for the elucidation of the Bible;
for while learning and science, falsely so called, have been made the instru-
ments of attack, yet, blessed be God, there is no one hook in the whole world
which has ¢alled forth such able defenders, or hes oeen so enriched with sub-
sidiary aids forits right interpretation, as this wonderful volume.

But above all other aids, may both ministers and people invoke the as-
sistance of God’s Holy Spirit, that the study of those blessed pages may be
instrumental ** in casting down imaginations and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ.”

Much need have we still, my friends, that the words which I have jvst
quoted, should be cmployed in all earnestuess, even in those days of love
and reverence for the Bible ; for the enemies of our faith still continue to
assault the truths which are, iu many ways, so displeasing to the pride of
unsanctified learning and wisdom.

1t was but the other day, on coming up from the Seat of Government, that
I met with an article in a magazine, which I had taken to read on the journey,
written by an eminent English Barrister, and anything more painful to any
believer in Gud’s Word I cannot conceive.

It dealt chiefly with the evidences of Christianity, the truth of the Gospel
narratives, and the personal history of our Lord. It has not been my fortune
to come acruss very much of this kind of writing since the publication of the
celebrated ‘¢ Essays and Reviews,” hut most of the authors there wrote with
sm~ degree of reverence of the subjects they were treating of—but the cold-
blooded scepticisia with which this writer treated all that we, as Christians,
hold most dear ; the almost contemptuous reference to our dear Lord and
Master, as some mere man, who might or might not have had any real exist-
ense ! was to me as inexpressibly shocking as the arguments advanced to sup-
port his ubjections te the truth and reality of ¢ the sweet story of old ” seemed
tome to be weak and fallacious. As Ilaid down the volume and took up my
Bible, that precious volume seemed to me more precious than ever, and while
turning over its sacred pages, so full of love, and hope, and mercy, 1 felt, I
trust, more strongly than ever, the full force of the Psalmist’s exclamation :—

¢ How sweet are thy words unto my taste—yea sweeter than honey to my
mouth ! Through thy precepts I get understanding, therefore I hate every
false way.”

The Rev. John Gemley, the Permanent Secretary, read an abstract of the
following report :—

THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UPPER CANADA
BIBLE SOCIETY.

In the clironicled events which constitute the yearly histories of Bible So-
cieties” cperations, we are furnished with records of the most interesting
character respecting the dissemination of truth, and concerning the progress
of “ the Gospel of Christ,”” by the instrumentality of His faithful labourers
in every kingdom and clime upon the face of the earth. Distinguished among
these histories is the Aunual Report of the British and Foreign Bible Society.
The volume in which this Report is presented, is, after all judicious curtail-
ment of the vast intelligence furniched by its world-wide agency, becoming
larger in size and more valuable in 1ts character. Such is the interest now
created by its publication, tha* Christian ministers and Christian laymen,

——
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eagerly seek for it asone of the most desired, if indeed not the most desired,
and the most valuable too, of all the productions of the day. They find in
its ample pages intelligence from every quarter of the globe, of the mighty
power of truth and that God himself is speaking through His Holy
Oracles to the natinns of the world—nations which more than ever
before are listening to the voice that thundered from Sinai, and to the
same voice, in the precious words of the incarnate Messiah, which, when
spoken by Himself to the people, drew forth the spontancous and hearty
exclamation— Never man spake like this man.” In the constantly ex-
tending field which demands the attention of the Parent Soctety, and for
which she so tenderly and assiducusly cares, we behold her steadily and
honourably endeavouring to carry ont. under the divine guidance and blessing,
the inspired purpose for which she was established, viz—to aid in giving the
Bible ¢* without note or conument ” to every man, woman, and child upon the
face of the earth. For this precivus gift of God tv the creatures whom He
has made, no substitute can be admitted, because no substitute has been
found, and nn substitute can ever be found. All attempts to supply one have
failed, and every endeavour which modern philusophy has wmade to take from
the people the only word of salvation, to steal away their hearts from alles-
iance to their God and Saviour, arnd from His expressed will; and to rob
them of their confidence in the divine sovereignty and wondrous love of Jesus,
has been summarily rejected by the iunstincts of our humanity, when they have
been guided and sanctified by the spirit of God, and not corrupted by the false
teaching of the insane rejectors of divine revelation. Maunkind, when
properly instructed, are ever ready to say, when appealed to by Him who is
the inspirer of the sacred page, as to their fealty to the right, and as to their
purposes respecting the future. “Lord, to whom shall we go ? thou hast the
words of eternal life.” It would be criminal in us to withhwld God’s book from
any people, as He has designed it for all peoples. It is the imperative duty
of every Christian o do all he can to send to the needy—the needy nations,
and the needy individuals of any nation, the Scriptures which testify of
Christ.  They furnish the only light than can thase away the darkness of
our depravity, and give therefor the illuminatica that makes life, even in
its expiring moments in ‘‘ the dark valley of the snadow of death,” luminous
and joyful ; the only corrector of the errors that enslave and mislead the mind
and endanger the soul; the only iustiuctor which can confound ‘* the wisdom
of this world,” and make men ‘‘ wise unto salvation ;” the only anthority
from which can proceed promises, the fultillings of which give to us heaven,

. give back to us friends ““ not lost but gone before ;” give to us angels and the

God of angels and men ; give to us, and this for ever, our loving and faithful
Saviour, and that holy and blessed Spirit who is our sanctifier and our guide.

UrpER CaNaDA BiBLeE Socrery.

In the carrying out of the important trust committed to the Board of Direc-

. tors of your Society, the chief object of solicitude to them is that the fieid,

accupied, may be thoroughly and faithfully cultivated, and that they may be
enabled, at the close of each successive year, to present you an encouraging
report of the labours expended towards this object. It therefore affurds your
Board the highest satisfaction to have it in their power to inform you that
the year just closed has been one of must gratifying success. This will

. appear from the accompanying financial statement.

Our Finances.—It will be remembered that the preceding year of the
Society’s operations, which closed with March, 1873, was not quite equal in
pecuniary resuits, to those presented in the Report of your Directors, for the
year ending March, 1872, the receipts of that year having reached the unpre-
cedentedly large aggragate, from ordinary sources, of $31,341.58. The totals

. this vear, also from ordinary sources, are 331,509 64. These exhibit an in-

crexse, over the year immediately preceding, of $1,890.48; and also show
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an advance upon the largest income ever reached by your Society, For full
and more minute details of the financial condition of the Society, we refer
you to the oflicial statement of the 'I'reasurer, duly audited by a professional
accountant, and which you will find on page 92. We also request your
attention to the tabulated review of the receipts of the Society during the
past five years, presented below, in connection with observations on the
labours of your Agents.

The Branches generally throughout the Province, and the more distant
Sacieties in Mauituba and British Columbia, show the deepest interest in the
distribution, to all who need it, of the precious gift of the word of truth.
We cannot forbear again to mention the gencrous and continued liberality
uf Breutford, which is secend only to Torento in the amount «.f its contribu-
tions, and has repeated the handsome gift which it presented last year, to aia
the good work at home and abroad.

Free ContriprTiONs.—It affords your Board much satisfaction to say
that free contributions, (more than equal to the amount donated last year,)
thavebeen made to aid in the wider circulation of the Sacred Scriptures
hr(; 1;lgl|out the world. The respective amounts given by the Branches are
as follows :—

To Parent Society, for general objects. .....cccccoveeniiiiaiiiniiinn. $10,459 94
o “ ¢ special e i, 48 00
To aid in colportage by the Montreal Auxiliary......ccoocoeiiieiinnass 163 50
o « Québec e e eaaesanaas 500 00

To aid in Bible distributicn in Lower Canadsa, by the French-
Canadian Missionary Suciety, Montreal .......ccccvviinvennnnee. 93 00
Total. . oot 811,264 44

This presents an increase of 81,677 75 to the Parent Society, and shows that
the ageregate to the other three objects named, is less by 8121 07.  An ap-
propriation, in addition to the ab.ve sums, has been made by the Board of
Directors, of 81,000 (0. to aid in colportage work already in operation in
Manitoba, and to afford similar assistance for the same object in British
Columbia, should our friends in the Pacific Province deem it desirable, dur-
ing the year, to employ colporteur= to carry the word of God to the settlers
in their country. The amount remitted te England during the year, vn pur-
chase account is, £8,617 80, which paid up our indebtedness for all stock re-
ceived up to the close of the year. This is $5,778 80 less than the amount
paid last year. But the larger sum was in part for purchases belonging to the
year previous. The preseat system of paying up the purchase account for
each year is deemed the better way, and in future comparisons will prescat

a more equitable statemunt. Moreover, the stock now in hand is low ; its .
value is only $4,096 59, being 33,792 96 less than at the end of the year -

1873.

The friends of our society are very cordial in their support of the British
and Foreign Rible Society. Their attachment to it, and their respect for
this God-honoured Institution, is most ardent and sincere. The hearty re-
cognition of this attachment by the Comn "ttee of theParent Society, is mani-
fest in the manner in which their appreciution is expressed in their last pub-
lished report. From the statements made in that report, with reference to
your Society, we furnish in this connection the following extract. It is due

to our increasingly numerous supporters throughout the country that it .

should be given. May it serve to strengthen, if possible, the blessed bond
which so' completely unites the child to the parent—this auxiliary to that great
Society with which we are glad to be identified.

“Upper Caxana.—Toronto.—It is impossible for your Committee to ex-
press in too strong ferms their admiration of the Upper Canada Bible
Society, and their sense of the zeal and ability with which all its affairs are
adminmstered. 1n regard to compass of organization and the amount of Free
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Contribution to the Parent Society, there is not another auxiliary, at home
or in the colonies, that rises to the same level. Its ramifications extend from
Sandwich, in the west, to Gananoque, in the east, ard it now claims to have
planted the tirst Bible Society in the region of Manitoba. The ~eport from
Toroutn dwells with much clearness on all the operations of the year, and
describes them as partaking of the one feature of progress ; and, with a popu-
lation rapidly growing in nminbers and in wealth, it is anticipated that on-
ward action and fuller results will characterize each year in succession.
The idea of receding is not for a moment entertained. A brief ¢lance at the
separate departments of work will convey the best impression of the magni-
tude of the Auxiliary and the spirit that enters into all its operations.”

Ovuxr Fierp.—The number of Branches belonging to the Society, together
with the amcunt of contributions from those Branches, furnish the
most satisfactory criteria of the condition of the Society. We have
reported an encouraging state as it respects our finances, we are now
able to give . gratifying report as to the number of new Branch
organizations during the year. The number is 17. The total last year
was 428, this year it is 434. You will note that this gives an increase
of only six Branches. This apparent discrepancy is accounted for
as follows :—Eleven Branches, viz.,, those of Amherst Island, Bath, Big
Creek, Cataraqui, Clarksville, Gananoque, Garden Island, Glenvale, Odessa,
Sydenham and Wolfe Island, are placed under the direct supervision of the
Kingston Auxiliary. The other Branches which belonged to the Auxiliary
are now in immediate connection with the Upper Canada Bible Society.
Your Board have great satisfaction in stating that this arrangement—the
effect of correspondence and negotiation—has been amicably and cordially
made, not only with the consent of the Board and of the Kingston Committee,
but with the assent of the Branches concerned in the change. Asa very
pleasing evidence of the satisfactory character of the new arrangement, we
are enabled to acknowledge the receipt recently of $163, free contributions
from the Auxiliary to the funds of the Upper Canada Bible Society—$150 of
which are from the Kingston Committee. We have additional pleasure in
stating that the Auxiliary continues to receive, as heretofore, its stock of
Bibles and Testaments, from the Bible Society House, Toronto. The year
of this Auxiliary, which closes with the 31st December, has been one of satis-
factory results. The Report of the encouraging Annual Meeting held in
Kingston in the month of January will be found in the Recorper for March.

Lonpuxy Avxiniary.—The Annua! Meeting of this Svciety isually takes
place in March, but owing to the sudden death of its Depositury, it has not
yet been held. Sufficient information, however, has already been obtained
to justify the statement, that the proceeds from the rich field embraced in
this Western Auxiliary, will compare favourably with those of forrier years.
It may be in our power to publish in the RECORDER, for the present month, an
accurate account from this Society of its operations during the past year.
It is very pleasing indeed to your Board to be able to say, with regard to our
most distant Sceieties in Manitoba and British Columbia, that their Associa-
tion with the Upper Canada Society is very cordial indeed, and that they are
giving most cheering promise—as indicated in the Reports from them to be
found in our bi-monthly serial—of much success in the future, and that they
will prove a great blessing in their new and important Provinecs.

AGexN v.—The Provisional or Non-Permanent Agency system has now
completed the fourth year of its trial. The success of the plan has met the
most sanguine expectations of your Board, and its further continuance has
been determined ugon. The number of ministers of different denominations
—including the Rev. John Gemley, our Permanent Secretary —who have
giver a portion of their time to this work during the presert year, is eighteen,
beiny hree more than those similarly engaged during the year previous.
Not only has this sy.cem met with the cordial approval of the Branches, but'in
the few instances in which, through their Annual Reports, they have expressed

U
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any opinion on the subject, the desire has been expressed that a further mo-
dification of the plan should be made, so as to limit to a atill smaller number
the Branches liereafter to be assiuned to each Agent; thereby enlisting
the services of more of the ministers of the churches in this impoertant
work. In anticipation of these opinions, the Board had adopted,
ou recommendation of a Committee appointed to consider the subject, a
1 asolution to the effect +hat the largest number of Branches to be cemmitted
to the visitorial care of any‘Agent should not, unless in some special case.
ex:eed twenty-five. The greater number of the Branches are visited during
the winter months, The past winter was not as severe in the intensity of
cceld as was the previous; but it was, however, from the unusual variableness of
weather that prevailed, much more unfavorable to the Agentsin the prosecu-
tion of their duties. The General Election ulso interfered, ebsorbing men's
attention to the one question which it involved, rendering it difficult in many
cases to procure a public meeting, and in sume, quite impossible ; so that a
second visit, often most untimely, had to be made to some Branches, thereby
adding to Agency expenses—as the Agents are by the present plan paid, not
according to the extent of their field, but solcly for the time given by them
in attending to it. Moreover, owing to the sickness of one Agent, and from
the inability of two others, chiefly for the reasons just mentioned, the visita-
tion of several Branches was not made at the cluse of the year—March 31st.
They have nearly all been since visited, but the financial proceeds from some
of them will bave to be carried over to next year. In connection with th<se
disappointments one fact was reaffirmed, viz., that the visits of the Agents
are absolutely necessary to the efficiency of the Society’s operations. That
these visits are generally desired is again made apparent, as from nearly alj, if
not indecd from all, the Branches which for a time were disappointed, coni-
munications to this effect have been received by the Secretaries. Notwith-
standing these drawbacks, the income of the year, as already noticed in con-
nection with the Financial Statement, is most gratifying. We here present a
Tabulated Review of the receipts of the Society for the year ending Maxch,
1870, when the Permanent Agency system was discontinued ; and for the
years 1871 to 1874, inclusive, during which the Provisicnal or Non-Per-
manent system has been in operation.

RECEIPTS.

Years ending From ordinary, From No. of | No. of
March 31st. sources. Bequests, &e. Total. Branches;Agents.
§ c. S o ’ S e

22,717 58 840 00 23,557 58 362 3
27,456 19 1,100 00 28,556 19 377 7
31,341 58 800 00 32,141 58 411 9
29,629 16 40 00 29,669 16 428 14
31,519 64 632 08 32,151 72 *434 17
Totals........|| SU2,6415 | $3,412 08 | $146,076 23 )

*And 11 Branches to Kingston Auxiliary.
Among the largest receipts from ordinary sources in years previous to 1870,
are $20,812 73 in 1857, and $22,312 73 in 1860.

Now we are fully justified in stating with regard to the Provisional
Agency system, that the aggregate of increased income, from ordinary sources,
during the four years of its probation, has been, as demonstrated in the fore-
going table, over $29,000 00. That this may appear perfectly clear, we state
as follows :—
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oxcess of Receipts over 1870, in 1871............ $4,738 61
“ s o M2ieinns . 8.624 00

“ ¢« ¢ R TN 6,911 b8

« 6« “ (L STCOUN 8,802 (6
Totals...covuvinnenn. $20,076 25

The aggregate of salaries, including travelling and other expenses, paidto
the agents were—-in 1871, $2,059 00 ; in 1872, $2,604 76 ; in 1873, $2,858 12 ;
in 1874, $3,666 756; maki.g $11,088 53 ; so that the average yearly outlay
for agency was $2,772 16, This assuredly presents a most favourable
comparison. If you exclude the travelling and other expenses, it will be
found that the amount annually paid towards this object is less than the
yearly stipend given by many a congregation in this Province to its paster,
and including these expenses it does not equal what some ministers receive
from year to year. The expense of permanent agents, even if we could pro-
cure them, would, in this day, when wministers are in so great demand, be
much larger. Upon the adaptation and efficiency of the Agents of the Society,
its success to a very great extent depends. We will reyuire a larger staff of
agents for next year, and we deem it of the utmost importance to present a
candid and correct view of the question, that the gentlemen who may be em-
ployed, should not have to meet with any prejudices which possibly yet, to
some small extent, linger in the minds of those who have not fally considered
the pusition of the Society. It will be gratifying to the numerous friends
and supporters of the Society to learn that the most cordial harmony prevails
throughout the entire field. It mustnot be verlooked that our 43¢ Branches
are independent societies, formally, yet voluntarily, united to the Upper Can-
ada Bible Suciety. Every year a printed cirenler is forwarded to each Branch.
Une of the questions presented is the following : ‘¢ After due consideration,
dues your committee desire tu recommend to us (the Board) any partienlar
measures to increase the usefulness of our Society throughout the Provinee.”
Scarcely any answers have been given to it, and only in one case has anything
been said rn the question of expenses. 1In a Scciety composed of the mem-
bers of at denominations, it is of the greatest importance that harmony
and love prevail, then shall we ardently adore the Giver of all Good, and
thank Him that we are not only enabled to sustain the cause in our own fav-
oured and prosperous country, but to aid in the dissemination of God’s hoiy
word in distant and foreign lands.

CoLporTAGE.—This year, as last, eight colporteurs (including two under
the direction of the committee of the London Anxiliary, and one whose labours
are guided by the committee of the society in Manitoba) have been employed
in carrying the word of God to the newer and more needy settlements of the
country. The time of one of these faithful men is now given to the visitation

&  of the lumber shanties situated in the townships north of Peterboro’. The

most distant settlers in the Muskoka District have been reached b our de-
voted colporteur in that sparsely inhabited district. The first-repo.ts of col-
portage operations in Manitoba have been given to you in a recent number

" - of the RECORDER, and are of a most satisfactory character. The colporteur
 who had undertaken the christian service of Bible distribution in the Sault

Ste. Marie and in other places in the Algoma District, has refired from the

- work, and a successer has not yet been appointed. But this extensive coun-
- tryis not left destitute. A Branch has been organized at the Sault, and

another at Prince Arthur’s Landing —each well supplied with Bibles and Tes-
taments. However, as soon as your Board deem it necessary to send another
colporteur to this vast Northern Section of our Province, another will be sent.
We think we cannot readily over-estimate the vaiue of the services rendered

I by these messengers of the Suciety. They are to the Bible Society us the
E earliest missionaries were to the churches. Their duty, of wkich they are duly
@ irformed, is to carry Bibles and Testaments to the people wherever they go;
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to sell the precious volume to those who can buy it, and to give it to those
who cannot. They are all christian men—none else would be intrusted in
such responsible service.  In many instances the footsteps of the colporteur

-are Tound in advauce even of the oceasional visits of any vrdained minister of

the Gaspel, and his ardent prayer and the reading of a purtion of the Book he
brings with him, are welcumed by the vecupant of the remote shanty, whose
emotion indicates his gratitude, and dountless is also the result of the
remembrance of other days, when it was his privilege when surrounded by
more favourable circumstances to go up  to the Lvuse of Gud with the voice
of juy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday.” A resumé of the
labuurs of the colporteurs will be found on page — of th.s nuwber.

DistripuTioN.—1he issue of Bibles and Testaments from the Bible Society
House during +* - year just clused is 42,240, being an incrcase on the year pre-
veding of 1,41 This number includes varivus gratuities, in which are to be
fuund several portivns of Scripture in raised characters for the use of the
hiind , also 2,018 copies in twenty languages other than English, The total
number distributed by the Upper Cenada Bible Society during the thirty-
four years of its existence is 900,416, We refer you to the more com-
prehensive  statement of the Depusitary to be found on another page.
Copies of the Scripturcs have been placed in the cars on the Great Western
and Northern R. R. Suitable racks for the purpose have been kindly fur-
uished by the managers of the respective Roads. Your Board is indebted
to Dr. C. B. Hall for undertaking this duty.

Binrr Svciery Recorber.—The Recorper continues to be cordially wel-
comed by the Branches. Inftddition to the general intelligence it furnishes,
it serves a most valuable purpose as a medium for the acknowledgment of all
remittances on Purchase account and on Free contributions, whether for-
warded d -itly by the Ireasurers of Branches, or by the visiting agents.
The public, .ion of the REcoRDER commenced in January, 1870, with an
cdition of 5,000, Now we publish nearly 8,000. Ten copies and upwards
(according to the extent of the Branch) are sent gratuitously o each Branch.
Additivnal numbers when ordered are paid for. Some Branches tuke only
ten additienal, a few take a hundred, others deem the numbers originally
sent them sufficient.  The number sent gratuitously is 5,375.

Hoxorary SECRETARY.—Your Board regret to have to say that Geurge
Hagne, Esy., the junior Honerary Secretary, hasretired from the secretariat
of the Suciety.  His resignation had been in possession of the Buard fur some
months, but not accepted—sv anxious were they to retain his services— uatil
Mr. Hague recently re-assured the Board that it was quite impossible for
him, in view of his many pressiny engagements, to give due attention to the
duties of the office, from which he nuw retires. Resolutions, which were un-
animously and heartily adopted by the Board —copies of which will be
found among the Editorials of the present number, on p. 91,—show the high
regard in which Mr. Hague is held, the value attached to the services he
has rendered to the Society, and the high estimate «f the judicious counsels
he has so often given towards the advancement and consolidation of her
work thronghent the land.

The Rev. J. M. Cameron was clected to succeed Mr. Hague as Honvrary
Secretary, and J. F. Lash, Esq., was appointed Minute Secretary.

SisTER SuctETIES.—It ever affords usspeeial pleasure to nate the operations
of our eo-labonrers in Bible work—the Sister Socicties of the Dominion, and
we have to thank their respective Secretaries for having furnished us with such
timely information this year of their Anniversary Services, and for copies of
their Annual Reports.  Those from Montresl, Quebee, Ottawa, St. John,
New Brunswick, and Fredericton have been acknowledged in previous num-
bers of our perindical.  The Report of the Nova Seotia Auxiliary reached us
since our last publication.  Altogether the records of the past year are such
a3 greatly to encourage every christian and patriot.  If we love our country,
we must remember that it is by the wide-spread distribution of the Bible,
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more than by the wisest human lerislation, that our young Dominion is to
rise to true greatness, and acquire that strength to which a univ» of all classes
hecomes an absolute necessity.

DeartHs.—In the last General Report of the Parent Society eomnected with
this subject the following introductory ubservation is made. “ The domestic sec-
tion of the Report usually vpens with a note of sadness.  There is als.ays an
obitnary to reeord with a constituency so lurge as that embraced by the Society,
it must needs be that each year, as it revolves, will have its tale of death to
unfold.” Inour much smaller constituency the necessity for such record is
only occasional.  But last year has given to us also ¢ o note of sadness.” A
venerated name is erased from the list of ovur Vice-Presidents, that of the
late Rev. James Harris, who died on the 6th of September, 1873, having
reached the ripe age of four score years. Mr. Harris was one of the first
ofticers of the Bible Society organized in Upper Canada. He was chosen
Secretary of the *“ York Auxiliary Bivle Society,” in the year 1523—46 years
age. He continued in this office until the seventh Anmmiversary Mevting of
the Societv, which at this time was called ‘‘the City of Toronto Auxibary
Bible Suciety.” An extended obituary notice of this departed aud beloved
minister of the Lord Jesus Chris. will be found in the Revorper of last
September.

BriTisH AND ForeleN BIBLE SurlETY.

As the Bible Snciety year of our Auxiliary closes at the same tihne as that
of the Parent Suciety, and as its Annual Report cannot reach us for some
wecks from this date, we have to guther our mformation from the record pre-
sented in the published report of last year ; from the intelligence contained
in the Munthly Reporter of the British and Foreign Bible Society 5 and fron
facts which 1he London Secretaries in % -r thoughtful consideration and
kindness send us in advance of their publication. By these means we
have heretofore been enabled to give you a correet idea of the general
character and financial condition of the Seclety during each suecessive year.
Frum the year 1804, memorable as the time at which this wonderful society
was inaugurated, the progress hasbeen astounding, and vlorions.  The past
vear, in which she attained the venerable age of seventy, has been ome of
Jevoted energy and of gratifying success.  The Income for the year ending
March 31st, 1s £220,904 1s. 10d. sterling—expressed in our own currency
$LO80,000.00, being an increase upon the year preceding of £32,163 0s. 0d.
vqual to $156,000.00.  The issues were 2,654,030, which are 61,3144 nere
than those of last year. We sce, even in this partinl statvment, the im-
mensity of the oblization resting upon the British and Fureizgn Bille
Society, and the need of the cuntinuvance of that gunidance from ahove,
with which its committee have been so signally favoured in the past.  Ripe
schularship, eminent administrative ability, and above all earnest devotion
and implicit trust in Gaid, have in the years gone by, characterized, and we
are confident will in the future characterize those distinguished Christian
gentlemen on whean has chicily rested the manageent of this Institution.

ProgrEss IN THE WoORK oF TRANSLATION AND REvVIsioN.—Note as a most
interesting indication of the consiant advancement «of this Socicty in the
overthrowing of Paganism and of every form of lingering Barbarisin that yet
rests with crushing weight upon some portions of our race, the progress made
in the work of translation and revision, of which the following extracts are a
sample.

Arpaxtay (Gueec).—A revised edition of the New Testament and Psalms
in the Gheg or Northern Albanian Disdect has been printed, under the
superintendence of Mr. Christoforides, the translator.

ANEITYUMESE.—The translation of the Old Testament has already been
annonnced as complete.  There has warisen, however, seme delay in earrying
on the printing, owing to the lumented death of the Rev. Dr. Geddie, who
has been cut off from work in the Master's vineyard after many sears of
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good and faithful service. Arrangements are being made for carrying cn the
edition with as little delay as puossible.

Caxtox CoLLuqural, ok PuNti.—There are now printed in this dialect,
St. Mark, St. Luke, the Acts, and the Epistle to the Culossians. The
Ameriean Bible Suciety has reprinted St. Mark and St. Luke. The Rev. A,
Krolezyk, une of the principal translaturs, has died ; his place is taken by the
Rev. J. Nacken.

Finxisu.—Some dificulty having arisen concerning the text to be followed
in printing the Finnish Scriptures, Mr. Nicolson has had conferences with
varivus authorities, and it has finally been determined that the Abo Bible
of 1870 shall be followed so far as regards the text, whilst the edition pub-
lished by Akiander in 1852 shall be taken as a guide in sume matters of
orthography, in which the Aboe Bible is not always unifurm.

GaLLa.—The Buok of Genesis hasleft the St. Chrischona press, under the
superintendence of the translator, the Rev. Dr. Krapf. It is prinied in
Ambharic characters.

(1TANU, OR SPANTSH Girsy.—The Gospel according to St. Luke has been
re-translated, and printed under the editorship of Mr. G. Borrow, the tran-
slater.  Some eopies have been sent out to Spain, and satisfactory tidings
have been received concerning their acceptance amony the Gipsies.

Goxpr—The Guspel aceording to St. Matthew has been transluted into the
language of the Gonds, one of the most remarkable of the hill tribes in
North West India.  An edition of 500 copies has been prinied at Allahabad
The Rev. Mr. Dawson was the translator.

Haxga.—The Gospel according to St. Mark and the Acts of the Apnstles
have been transhted into this Chinese dialect by the Ruv. R. Lechier, of tiw
Basle Jissionary Suciety. They are being printed in Roman characters
aceording to Lepsiug’ system, under the editorship of the Rev. Mr. Winnes.

Iaran.—The Rev. 8. Ella has lately translated and printed the Gospels
according to §i. Matthew and 8t. Mark in the Iaian language, so that the
Four Gospels are now complete.

Jaraxese.~The translation of St. Juhn’s Gospel into Japanese, concern-
ing which some information was given in the last Report, has left the press,
and is in circulation. It is considered an admirable specimen of typography
and is fairly aceurate and idiomatie, though only to be regarded as an ex-
periment. Acting on the advice of Dr. Hepburn, ane of the best cutherities
on matters relating to the Japanese language, the Committee have orderel
an edition of St. Lukeand the Acts to be printed at the Vienna press.

Tweo hundred copies of Dr. Hepburn's translation of St. Mark have been
purchused by the Suclety fur circulation in Japan. Other buuks are in
course of preparation.

N1as.—The Gospel of St. Luke has been translated into the language of
the island of Nias, near Sumatra, by the Rev. Mr. Denninger.

Sesvro.—The Rev. A. Mabille has been engaged during the past year in
the translation of the Books of Samuel and other historical bocks inte the
Sesuto languaze.

SanTaLl.—An edition of the Psalms has been printed in the Saniali lan-
guage, under the superiatendence of the Caleutta Auxiliary Bible Society.

TrrvpH.—The Rev. R, McDonald, of the Church Missionary Society, has
translated the Foeur Gospels and St. Juhn's Epistles into the Tukudh or
Loucheux language, spoken by a tribe of Indians on the Youcon Riverin
North-West Anmerica. A smnall edition is in the press, some copies of St
Matthew having been already struck off, so that the translator might take
them back with him to his distant mission.

The uperations of the past e ar are of so delightinl and cheering a character
that we have found an atte:wspt to prepare a summary for your infermation
one of exceeding difficulty.  Condensation is no ecasy task, after one has
perused the comprehensive and valuable pages of the Annual Report of the
British and Fureign Bible Society.
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Evurors.—FRANCE, in her appropriate position, is the first to call for our
attention. Inthe following extract we learn how deep is England’s interest
in the real prosperity of France, and of the solicitude and care of the most
eminent and godly men in that country tu undertake the supervision of the
fielda which it is her object to cultivate.

** W ile in some limited circles there are indications that the Divine Spirit
is breathing upun souls dead in tres,usses and sins, yet so far ast’ e mass of
the population is concerned, evidence is lacking that France has d :rived any
real and adiding spiritual improvement from the tremendous and humiliating
discipline though which it has passed. There is little dispositivn to lay to
heart the lessous of Providence, and as little to listen with meckness and do-
cility to the lessons of Inspired Truth. Paopery has proved utterly unequal
to wrestle effectually with tlhie giant corruptions that have inflicted such
mntuld evils upim France, and in spite of all its boasted attributes and super-
natural appliances, it aas been impotent to foree back the rising tide of dark
scepticisin which threatens to wreck all that can impart true greatness and
lasting stability to 2 nation. A voice is heard here and there that the great
want of France is the Bible.”

Your Committee had to announce last year that they had just appointed a
successor to the late M, de Pressense.  They are happy to entertain the
assurance that in making choice of M. Gustave Monod for the important and
respousible position, they have been guided te a selection which promises in
svery way to be eminently satisfactory. He has entered upen his duties
with great ardour, it may be safely aflirmed, even with enthusiasm, finding
the sphere of Jabour in eomplete harmony with the desire he had loug
cherished of relinonishing secular accupation for religious activity. He has
bent all the enerpies of his mind 1o the work with which he is charzed ; and
the special qu=iitications of which he is possessed are admirably adapted to
promnte his vsefulness and efficiency.  To follow such a wan as M. de Pres-
sensé who corcentrated in himself the supreme control of your eperations in
France for more than thirty years, was not an easy task, for everything had
i1 be learnt, and the lights «{ experience, the aid of which riight have been
sohelpful to anovice in tha work, had gone out in the death of his predecessor ;
Lat M. Manod was armed with resolute purpose and indefatizable persever-
auce, and has succerded in masteringall the details of the organization which
be hus henceforth to superintend and direct.  His business aptitude has full
s¢ spe far its exercise, aud after the experiment of more than twelve months,
he finds that his sphere of labour, thengh making heavy demands on his
strength, opens before him, as a patrint and as a Christian, & career of
service worthy of the lofties* consceration he can bring to it

Beroroy—"The political govermuaent «f Belginm isat the present moment in
the hands of the clericd party, which has the sympathy and meral support of
the Ultramontane sectivn of the Romish Church.  But whatever influence may
cmsequently arise to strengthen the canse oof the Papacy, there is no attempt to
discredit the constitutivnal principles which have secured to the people the in-
estimabie boon of civil and religious frecdom, and have proved in so many
ways conducive to the peace, order and prosperity of the nation.  The
azeney which has mest prominence in your aperativns in Belxdum is that

of eolprrtage, the backbone of your work in all Roman Catholic countries.”
e of these eolporteurs reports that *he came toa viile in Flanders, where
hefimnd 2 Reoman t"atholic family who had seprated from the church. The
rpther, an old woman of S0,seemed pleased o see the eolpurteur, aud told him
that lnws was the fourth gencratiom that read the Pible daily. She showed
hind her old Bible, printed in 1553, without division intv verses, and also a
Aew Trstament that had belonged to her grandfather.  He ured o hide it in
the ponltry-yard for fuar of the Inquisitor finding it. It had been much in-
Jwed, bt she had repaired it, and had herself written out the pazes that
wore wanting.  Van Heelden was asked to remnain the night at her honse,

zhich he did, and tunk part in their family prayers.  They read and prayed, .
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and sang psalms to tunes of their own. He says he never saw more simple
and sincere piety. Unfortunately, adds Van Heelden, a great many of the
Flemings cannat read or he would be able to sell many more.”

Horuarp.—We sometimes find opposition to truth where we least expect,
as appears in the following observations respecting this Protestant country.
*In the Netherlands the work of the Society proceeds with regularity, with
little to disturb the even tenor of its way. Whatever difliculties are experi-
enced arise, nut from any legal restrictions that fetter your operations, but
rather from the state of public sentitent in reference to the Bible itself. The
amount of rationalism, or, in other words, the spirit of infidelity which has
aradually diffused its baneful influence in Holland, must necessarily tend to
bring the cireulation of the Holy Secriptures within narrower limits than
might otherwise be atinined. The poisun of unbelief has not only affected
that portion of the community which dues not come within the pale of the
professing church, but it has ent:red the Church itself, and turned many
fro.n that faith which, in days of persecution, fuund some of its most illustrious
champions in Holland. It must likewise be borne in mind that while Hol-
land 1s usually spoken of as a Protestant country, there is a large section of
the population allied to the Romish communion, and holding to it with «
blind and funatical enthusiasiu which has proved itself intolerant towards
every form of Protestantism, and notorious for its hostility towards all effurts
that have been made, and are still being made for the general dissemination
of the Word of God. It is svmething for which to be thankful, $hat vour
Society was induced to takeiup its position in Holland twenty-nine years ago.
and that to the present period it has muntained that position with steady and
resolute purpuse, much to the comfort and encouragement of those who hal
the canse of Divine Truth at heart, and needed the help of some powerful
agency to stimulate and strengthen their efforts in doing battle against the
gathering hosts of the prince of darkness.”

GERMANY.—The Pulitico-Religivus controversy in this Empire, together
with the character and progress of the * Old Catholic movement,” are
familiar to all readers in this country. The subjoined opinion frow the Rev.
Mr. Davivs, the Suciety’s agent in Russia, furnishes an int:ligent and reliable
view of these guestions.

The distribution in Germany during the year has been in twenty differem
languages, and the number over 322,000,

The Church of Rome has sown broadeast the seeds of strife in the newly
constituted German Empire, and in the Swiss cantons.  What the German
Roman Cath lic Bishops tuld the Pope would take place if the dogmai
Papal infullibility should be proclaimed, has taken place. Rome and
Germany are at war, bloodless war, it is true, but war as real, and probably
not less momentous in its issues, than that which two or three years am
delnged the plains of France with the blond of thousands. In such awar
our Nociety might possibly be supposed to be in the very thick of the fizht
This, however, is not so. For, the banner which Germany has nanfurled, and
under which she rallies her forces, is not the Seriptures and the Reformel
Faith, Lut Stat - rights as against ¢ Papal Political Tsurpation.” The Germa
Empire and the Papal See as political powers are engazed in deadly combat
Whatever Rome says t) tha eontrary, 1t is asainst the Papacy as an instite-
tion that luterferes in the parely seeular internal polities of the Ewmpire {7
the furtherance of anti-national ais, that Germany and Switzerland mardhd
their political forees, and go forth to war.  As yet they have not sought the @8
alliance of the Protestant Churches.  On the contrary, they deem it ther
duty to abstain frow secking it, and even to impuse, on certain points. ﬂj«-
same restrictions on these, their reai friends (within easily defined limits)is
the strugzle in which they are engaged, that they de on their open enema’ B8
But the time may come when the aren of the battle-field will be extendel
and when, side by side with the din of pohtical war, a spiritual conflict s
rage, in which the Bible and the Reformed Faith shall again go fortht
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combat—not the political power only, but the false doctrine and superstitious
ritual of the Papal Church ; and when this battle rages, our Suciety will be
seen, as in duty bound, in the thick of the tight. Tt is in the midst of the
noise and tnmult of this ecclesiastical and political strife, that the peaceful
work of our Society during the past year has been carried on.

The influence of Old Catholicism in Germany has already been enormous,
in spite of the comparative insigniticance of its avowed adherents. 1t has
compelled the statesmen of the Christian world to study, and helped them,
to an extenry that Protestant writ-rs could hardly have done, to uuderstaud
the real character of the issues at stake in the more or less openly avowed
antagonism between Papal pretension and State independence. It hasshown,
beyond the pussibility of contradiction, that the Papal claim to universal
sovereignty, put forth in the Middle Ages by Gregery VIL., Innocent IIL,
and Boniface VIIL., is asserted with equal vehemence by Pius IX.; though
fur the present unable to put it in practice. The Vatican Council, by pro-
claiming the personal infallibility of the Pope when speuaking cx cathedrd, has
indirectly raised this theory to a dogma, and the Old Catholies have shown
that, tv use a phrase of Prince Bismark’s, this council was but ihe mobiliza-
tion of the great Pa. al army in all lands for a crusade against Protestantism,
intellectual progress, and civil liberty.”

Avstria.—*“ The history of a year’s operations in the Austrian Empire,
when carefully analyz+d, reveals many trials of faith and patience—hin-
drances and restraints that are vexatious and wearisume t> bear---delays that
chafe the spirit, ever snxious to make the most of precivus time and Heeting
vppurtunities-~open and concealed hostility beat on an obstructive policy to
prevent the onward march of Truth—disappointments that cloud the hope-
ful anticipations once so bright and animating. The picture has its shady
and sombre lines, but there are not wanting gleams of beauty and sunshine.
The trials are of neeessity recognized, but not as the only or predominant
feature of the work.”

SWITZERLAND.—** In regard to circulation, Mr. Davies remarks that the
figures of the previous year are not reached, simply because the demand in
comnection with the war ceased, and all the Swiss issues are affected in the
same way as those of France and Germany. The actual numbers distributed
are :—Bibles, 11,887 ; Testaments, 35,529 ; Puortions, 7,375 ; total, 54,5691
copies. The only increase is in Bibles, and these are in excess of the previous
vear by $27.7

Poraxp.—*In this country some progress has been :nade, though it may
not be of any sirikine dimensions. The civenlation has included 5,538 Bibles,
7,175 New Testaments, and 7,021 Portions ; total, 19,784, This is more by
22 copies than the circulation of the preceding year.”

DeNMALE, one of the oldest Protestant kinrdoms, is, in some respects,
one of the most intolerant.  But the prospects for the future are more in
accord with what a people possessing the Bible should encouruge, than they
have been in the past, as the following extracts indicate :—

“ When the statistics of the yeuar were eompleted it was found that the cir-
culation effected had far exceeded the averaye limits, and, with a single ex-
ception, had attained a point never previously reached.

“Itis satisfactory to the committee that this vexed question of freely
circulating the whole Bible in Denmark has now reached a stage which will
close a long and rather painful controversy. They have felt that the action
of the Society has been subjected to stringent conditions such as are not im-
posed in any other country of Europe, Protestant, Pupish, or Mahommedan.
They are extremely thankful, therefure, that the Royal permission has been
explicitly and formally given, and applicable to all future time, for the unre-
stitcted printing and dissemination of the Bible, a permission of which they
will not fail to take advantage at the earliest opportunity, and so far as the
éirqunlstaxlces of the country may seem to reguire the co-operation of the

uelety.
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“The conditions laid down by the Danish Government are, that if the
Society prints the Bible otherwise than through the Orphan House at Copen-
hagen it will have to pay a royalty to that Institution of more than fourpence
per copy. It is thus sought to perpetuate an antiguated menopoly, against
whnich public sentiment has loudly and repeatedly protested. But the Com-
mittee have no desire or intention to renew any irritating or distasteful dis-
cussion. They are content to abide by the conditions offered, even if they
render the expense of carrying on their work more costly than is desirable.”

Norway.—*¢ The reports from all parts of Norway are more cheering in
their character than for many years past. No extraordinary measures have
been adopted to give an artificial impulse to the sale of the Scriptures, yet
the cireulation has largely increased as the result of local Christian activity
and the extension of religious Iife.”

SweDER. —Equally gratifying is the intelligence from Sweden. With
respect to the work in this nerthern kingdom, it is stated, that it *“is contem-
plated, not as a mere mercantile tiaffic to be regulated by a regard to secular
profit or loss, but as an enterprize in holy things, and designed to advance
the welfare of man in all that pertains to his spiritual and immortal nature.”

Russia.—It must afford pleasure to read the encouraging reports
which now reach us from Russia. And it is especially gratifying to find
on record the interesting event, given below, of the presentation of a copy of
the Scriptures to the Royal Bride of our own Prince Alired.

¢ The Committee survey this vast ficld of operations with intense delight.
Russia, in its geographical diménsions, variety of races, multiplicity of popu-
lation and diversity of languages, is a world in itself, and opens a boundless
prospect for Bible circulation. The mind is baffled and bewildered at the
bare conception of the magnitude of the work to be done, if the millions that
owe allegiance to the throne of the Czarare to be furnished with the blessed
Word of God in their own vernaculars. If there is scarcely a country in the
globe in which so much is to be done for the dissemination of the Scriptures,
it is peculiarly satisfactory to report a marvellous increase in the activity of
your agency, and in the results that have been attained.” It was stated in
the Monthly Jteporter for February, that by direction of the Cominmittee, a
copy of the entire Bible in Mcedern Russ had been prepared for presentation
to Her Imperial Highness the Grand Duchess Marie Alexandrowna on occa-
sion of her marriage to His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. Days
were appointed during the progress of the marriage festivities for the recep-
tion of addresses and. gifts. Deputations fiom the provinces arrived, bearing
substantial tekens ol patriotic homage and affection ; and the less costly,
though not less precious offering of the British and Foreign Bible Society had
its appropriate place and acknowledgment. The following account of the
presentation has been kindly furnished by a member of the deputation :(—

Tt will be of interest to the supporters of the British and Foreign Bible
Society throughout England ana Europe, to know how successfully the idea
of presenting a copy of the Holy Scriptures in the Russian vernacular to the
Duchess of Edinburgh, upun her marriage, has been carried out. I may be
obiserved that the work is handsomely bound in three volumes. The first
volume contains the first cight books of the Old Testament rendered into
Modern Russ, the version authorized by the Emperor Alexander I. ‘the
second volume contains the rest of the Old Testamnent, translated from the
original text, at the expense of the Bible Society, by the learned Russian
Professors Levisohn and Chwolson. The third volume gives the New Testa-
ment, following the edition sanctioned by the ‘ Holy Synod.” or Supreme
Council of the Russian Church. The peculiarity cf the translation thus pre-
sented to the Duchess of Edinburgh is, that it is the only one which presents
the entire Bible in a version of Madern Russ, a tongue not esscntially
different from the old Slavonie, but indispensable for the understanding of
the Scriptures by the masses of the people, amongst whom Modern Russ is
the only spoken language.

s e em————— - ——
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“The Very Rev. Dean Stanley manifested an alert and prompt interest in
* the execution of the plan intrusted to hith, and secured an opportunity of
presenting the volumes, and introducing the clerical representatives of the
Agency Committee in St. Petersburg, on Wednesday, Junuary 28. This
was only the day after the return of the bride and bridegroom to St. Peters-
burg, after their brief sojourn at Tsarskoe-Selo, and the very first deputation
which waited on their Royal Highnesses that day. According to the proposal
of Dean Stanley, the Rev. A. Thompson, B.D., Chaplain to H.B.M. Embassy
in St. Petersburg, the Rev. B. J. Hall, Minister of the Congrega‘ional
Church, the Rev. J. Key, Minister of the English Chapel at Alexandroffsky,
. and the Rev. W. Nicolson, M.A., the Society’s Agent, were received by the
Dean in his apartments in the Winter Palace, and accompanied him through
the stately halls and corridors of this Imperial edifice to the rooms of the
Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh. Before the formal reception, they were
introduced by the Dean to the Duke in his private apartments. His Royal
Highness mentioned that he had received a copy of some portion of the
Russian Scriptures at the Exhibition in Paris, and asked whether this was
identical with those now offered. Mr. Nicolson observed that it was probably
part of the book now produced in a state of greater completeness.
““ The deputation then proceeded up stairs, and afier waiting for a little
* while in the Malachite Hall, the very room in which, on the Friday before,
the register of the Chapel Rouyal, St. James’s, had been signed by the illus-
trious pair and their Imperial and Royal relatives, they were ushered by the
Hon. Colonel Colville into the next room, and found themselves most graci-
ously greeted by the Du’» of Edinburgh and his bride, the Grand Duchess
Marie Alexandrowna. Deun Stanley then explained the character of the gift,
hanaed her Iroperial Highness one volume, and passed the other two into the
hands of the Duke. The Duchess especially noticed the word ‘¢ London,”
which stood on the title-page, on which Dean Stanley explained that the
translation had been made in St. Petersburg, but the books printed in Lon-
don.  Her Imperial Highness, twice over, expressed the great interest which
she feiv in the gift. The Dean of Westminster had previously explained in
private some details concerning the work and positjon of the British az
Foreign Bible Society in Russia ; and as other deputations were waiting their
turn for presentation, he then introduced the members individually to the
. Duke and Duchess, who bowed to each with a true and courteous kindliness,
which will not soon be forgotten by those who witnessed it.

*“The countenance of the bride’s great-uncle, Alexander I., under whose
benignant rule the New Testament was given to the Russian people in their
own toLgue fifty years previously, looked from the canvas as the marriage
rite was solemnized between the English Prince, who bears a name so
lonoured in the annals of the English Bible as ¢ Alfred,” and the daughter of
another Alexander, zealous in the same high cause of a people’s welfare which
his uncle so nobly served.”

The Dean of Westminster, in referring to the above occasion, on which he

i sokindly acted in behalf of the Society, writes that the Duchess of Edin-
i burgh expressed herself much pleased with the present, and showed consider-
. able interest in the subject, and then adds:—*‘It was a very interesting
cpisode in my visit, and L beg to express to the Bible Society my thanks for
huving made me the organ of their intertions.”

SpaN.~-This couniry continues an object of anxiety, yet the hopes for
it are not without encouragement. * That the Ultramontane party are making
adesperate baitle for ascendency cannot be doubted, and no effort will be
spared to bring back the rule of the priests, and with it that reign of bigotry
and intolerance which would seek to root out of the land all those Protestant
religious movements and aspirations which have been so actively and suc-
cessfully developed, since the memorable revolution of 1863. It may be

~ trusted that Divine Providence will graciously interpose to frustrate the de-
2
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signs of those who would show little consideration for an open Bible ora !
native Protestant community.

‘¢ Although the results of the past year show some falling off in the sales,
yet it is far less considerable than might have been expected, and amounts !
to no more than a few hundred copies. A much greater difference would not
have excited surprise, even *f the country had escaped the confusion and tur- :
moil which have unhappily occurred. For it must be recollected that a work
of large dimensions has been steadily progressing since the Bible was allowed
to enter Spain, and siatistics will justify the assertion, that the circulation of
the Scriptures, in litile more than four years, has nearly, if not quite, .
equalled the circulation in Italy during the last thirteen years, while priestly
fanaticism isnore intense in Spain than in Ttaly, and the ratio of readcrsta
the general population probably smaller.” :

PorrucaL.—In this country ‘¢ there have been no special incidents to re-
cord beyond arbitraryinterferences, by which, in one or two instances, the local
administration have endeavoured to arrest the labours of the colporteurs, That
tue sale of the Scripturesis perfectly legal in Portugal is a notorious fact, igne-
rance of which few intrusted with magisterial functions can honestly plead.
But personal fanaticism, or too servile subm.ssion to priestly dictation, ocea-
sionally leads to very gross outrages on the liberty and action of all the col-
porteurs. They are deprived of their books, thrown into prison, and treated
as criminals.”

Iravy.—* The head-quarters of the Italian work are now definitely esta-
blished in Ro.ne, and your agent, Mr. Bruce, will henceforth make that city
the centre of nis operatidns. The colporteurs, although they have sold s
larger number of complete Bibles than usual, have not been so successful as
formerly in disposing of the separate books of Scripture. The entire cireu-
lation has been 35,240 & pies.”

TURKEY.—Amazing have been the changes in this singular empire lately.
Now we have a Bible Society House in Constantinople. ¢‘ Religious liberty
and frsedom of conscience are accepted as established principles, and no one
feels that he has a right to interfere with the couvictions or belief of his
neighbour. The Moslem mind is not now what it was then on the subject
of religion ; and the privilege of every man to belong to whatever ecclesias:i-
cal community he pleases, without incurring any pain or penalties, is as really
recognized in Constantinople asin Great Britain or America.”

GREECE.—Liaudable exertions are being made to give to this classic country
the unadulterated word which the great Apostle of the Gentiles first preached
in this land. But *‘ when two societies are working over the same field and
for the same object, a very imperfect idea of progress will be formed if the
operations of one Society only are brought into view. In considering what
is done for the circulation of the Scriptures in the kingdom of Greece, it must
not be forgotten that the American Bible Society is represented by the Rer.
Dr. Kalopothakes, of Athens, who holds a depot, and also employs the ageney
of colportage.”

Asta.—Of this densely peopled quarter of the globe, and of Africa and
other portions, we are reluctantly compelled, from want of space, to present |
the dvery briefest notice. The first of which we make mention is the sacred
land of '

PALESTINE, in which the circulation from all sources has been :

|
|
j

From the Depot at Jerusalem .................. 379 copies.
By colporteur Eliah-el-Hindi.... .........cooeen. 212 ¢«
By Miss Baldwin, Jaffa .....coceviiiiniin. 124 €

* From the Depot at Nazareth ............... 8 ¢
By colporteur Anton-il-Farran, Nazareth ... 44 «
Sales to German Colonists at Caiffa............ 36




|
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|
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SYrIA, the issues herein being set forth as follows :—

From the Depot at Beyrout ................ 1,277 copies.
By colporteur Risk Butros in the Lebanon... 202 *¢
From the Depot et Damascus .............. 14 €
By the Rev. J. Crawford ......cccoviivineinnnns 4 ¢
By colporteur Nussar..........cccoeeeeriiinnannen. 4°
Total................... 1,685 «

INvIA, including the Societies of Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, The Punjab,
and Allahabad, distributed 173,026 copies of the Scriptures, being an in-
crease over the year preceding of 59,344.

Of Cevron, CoiNa and JAPAN we can say that the Society is nobly prose-
cuting its work in these lands. For the last, the labour of translating is pro-
gressing favourably.

Arrica.—The care of the Society is given to dlgiers, in North Africa ; to
Egupt, where the prospects are most cheering ; to the interesting country ot
South Africa; to the Wrefern Coast, including the Kingdom of Ashantce, in
which our brave soldiers and sailors recently gained so signal a victory ; and
to the Christian Island of Madagascar. We barely mention the names of
Australia, Tasmania and New Zealand, the South Sea, Friendly and Fiji
Islands, &c., &c., as places to which faithful attention is given.

Awn¥ ..oa.—Besides the Auxiliaries of the Pareat Society in the Dominion
and in Newfoundland, her Depositories and Agents are to be found in tue
West Indies, in Mexico, and in several of the countries of South America.

IRELAND. —¢‘ The Hibernian Bible Society is doing in Ireland the same work
that your Society is doing in England, and it appears that the past year has
been one of full average success, and in some respects there is the indication
of more than usual prosperity. Its annual report opens with a note of con-
aratulation, and states that while there has been no falling off in the circula-
tion of the Scriptures, theincome of the Society, so far from being diminished
by the altered circumstances of the Protestant community, has largely in-
creased ; and that the loyal attachment of its friends of every denomination
remains unaltered and unshaken. The Hibernian Bible Society is patriotic
in its sympathies and action. Ireland is its choser sphere of labour, and to
provide the Scriptures in the degree that shall meet the wants of the people,
is the purpose steadily pursued. It operates through its own immediate
agencies, but it also adds its efforts to those of other Institutions, which,
amongst the objects at which they aim, include the dissemination of the
Scriptures. Thus, it has made grants to the value of £800 to .he Sunday School
Society for Ireland, a very extensive and important organization for diffusing
the benefits of religious education. Help on a more limited scale has been
given to the Presbyterian Sabbath School Institution, the Church Education,
the Irish, the Protestant Orphan, and other Societies. Nor has it forgotten
in its wide-reaching benevolence the claims of gaols, workhouses, soldiers,
sailors, &c. The issues for the year have been 73,413, and, from the estab-
lishment of the Society, they now amount to 3,817,471 copies. Your Com-
mittee must not close this paragraph relating to the work of the Hibernian

© Bible Society without a grateful acknowledgment of the generous contribu-

. tion of £500, which has again been renewed on behalf of the general

operations of your own Society. The link of fellowship which thus subsists
between the two Societies seems to identify their object as essentially one.
ScoTLAND.—¢‘The Nation. i Bible Society of Scotland, as is generally known,
is the confederation of a number of small local Bible Sociciies formerly exist-
ing in Scotland, which being welded into one compact and well-organized
Institution, can accomplish a greater work for the circulation of the Secrip-
tures than was practicable under the previous system. The last was the
twelfth year since the union has been in force, and results prove that the
policy pursued was in every respect wise and beneficial. A much larger
amount is now subscribed for the spread of God’s Word, and work has been




68 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

undertaken on a scale never before attemptec while the separate organizations
were feeble and had but small resources to deal with. The Auxiliary system
is being very effectively developed throughout the country. The free income
of this Society for the past year amounted to £13,059 19 2, being an increase
in the twelve months of nearly £1,5600. The circulation of Scriptures was as
follows : Bibles, 139,590, Testaments, 140,809 ; Portions, 77,868—~total,
358,267, a considerable decrease as compared with the previous year, but
resulting from the same causes that affected your own circulation in certain
European countries. In Scotland itself there has been a very gratifying
increase in the sale of the Scriptures, and a combined system of colportage
bears the Word of God into all parts of the land. The Scotch Society has
its agencies in many parts of the Continent, especially in France, Spain, Italy
and Germany ; and other nationalities, in a less degree, share its labours and
derive benefit from its liberality. The work also extends beyond these limits,
and China is occupied, and help extended in various directions where useful
operations can be introduced. Your Committee rejoice in all efforts for the
wider ditfusion of the Scriptures.”

AMERICAN BIBLE Sociery.—It is indeed most pleasing to us to produce the

following extract from the.last published Annual Report of the Parent -
Society :—‘‘ The relation subsisting between the two Societies has not only
been formed by the bond of union which the pursuit of a common object :

creates, but has arisen also from joint action and joint interest in regard to a
variety of matters which have a most important bearing on the general work
of Bible circulation. Whilé the ultiteate purpose which both Societies have

in view has been promoted by the harmony of opinion elicited, the tic of

friendship and sympathy has grown stronger and more precious.”

The union existing between these two leading Bible Societies of the ageis
beautifully illustrated in the practical evidence which the following record
by the Secretary of the Brivish and Foreign Bible Society presents: ¢ Another
proof of the power which Protestant Christianity has acquired in the Turkish -
Empire has been recently afforded in the completion, and opening of the new

Bible House at Constantinople. The project is wholly due to the original

suggestion and subsequent exertions of the Rev. Dr. I. G. Bliss, the Agent
of the American Bible Society for the Levant. The Society which he so ably
represents was naited with your own in the joint occupation of premises in
Stamboul, and this joint ocecupation will be perpetuated in the new building.
The funds necessary for the purchase of land and the erection of a suitable
structure have been almost entirely raised in America. Your Committee ad-
vanced £1,000 to facilitate the progress of the works, but thisisto be regard-
ed merely as a payment of rent in advance, and will in time be gradually ex-
tinguished. The property is essentially American, and is a remarkable tes-
tinmony to the energy and success with which the missionaries of that country
have laboured for the spiritual regeneration of Turkey. The erection of the
Bible House constitutes a sort of epoch in Caristian work in Constantinople.”
We note also with pleasure that ¢‘the electrotype plates of a mnew Arabic
Reference Bible have been presented to this Society by the American Bible
Society.”

The Upper Canada Bible Society is indebted to the American Bible Society
for gifts of Scriptures in the Ojibway and Mohawk languages, which it hereby
gratefully acknowledges.

The income of this Society for the past year was $664,636.00. Issues,

990,572.
CoONCLUSION.

The nations which possess the inestimable boon of God’s revealed will, as
contained in His holy Wurd, are, by the light which that Word exhibits, and
the commands which it presents, luidd under obligation to do their utmostto
send the Scriptures, in which that will is declared, to all who do not possess

them. Neither science nor philosophy can meet the demands, or satisfy .
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the heaven-inspived aspirations of an immortal spirit. For guidance and
consolation herein, man must look to the divine revelation contained in
these Scriptures, The most exalted nations of Paganism, Greece and Rome,
provo this. The most presumptuous nations of Popism, as Italy and Spain,
confirm this. Now, if our circumstances are more favourable than theirs,
and our kanowledge superior, they are not to be encouraged as causes of
boastfulness, but regarded as incentives tn all the generosity and gratitude
which the precepts of the Bilie inculcate. The financial and general reports
of the Parent Society, and of this auxiliary, furnish ground for gratitude
to the Author of all our mercies; yet it is really questionable, taking into
account all the benefits we have derived, and are still deriving, from the
possession of the Bible, whether we are doing all that is required of
us for those who are not equally favoured with ourselves in the possession
of this rich legacy of our Heavenly Father. The Bible, accompanied by
the living teacher, is God’s appointed means for the renovation and eleva-
tion of the world. The province of this society is to disseminate the Word,
and this she does irrespective of name or denomination. She always is the
companion and generous friend of the missionaries of the churches, to what-
ever land they may go. Sovmetimes she, as an harbinger, goes before them,
but no doubt is ever entertained as to the character of her mission, whether
she precede, accompany, or follow.

This favoured Province has more than she requires for herself. Her duty,
therefore, is obvious. If she would aid inrepelling error from every section of
our Confederation, and from every other land, she must, with a generous
hand, continue to circulate the Sacred Scriptures. To accomplish this, in-
creased liberality is demanded, when we consider the wants of the world at
large. Cheap as are the Bibles published by the Society in London, it is quite
impossible for that Society to continue the sale of the Scriptures at the pre-
sent low price, when the advance in the cost of material and the increase in
wages are considered, and to attend to the many calls coming every year
from places heretofore unsupplied with the precious volume, unless the friends
in every part of the Empire sustain it with a systematic beneficence com-
mensurate with the abundant blessings which a gracious Providence is con-

© tinually bestowing upon them. Than this, God requires no raore, but this

He does require. May the Spirit which indited the Book guide us to duty,
and bless us in its performance.

1st Resolution.—Moved by the Rev. Tmoxmas GUTITERY ; seconded by the
Hon. JorN McMuURRICH.

“That the Report, of which an abstract has been read, be adopted and
printed for circulation ; that the thanks of the meeting be presented to the
officers, committees, and collectors of the numerous Branches of the Society,
whose labours have so important a bearing on its welfare; and that the fol-
lowing gentlemen be officers and directors for the ensuing year, viz. :—

Deesident :
TaE HoNOURABLE GEORGE W. ALLAN.

Pice-Lresidents:

Riosr Rev. Dr. Heviyors, Bisgor | Rev. W. Cocker, D.D. [LL.D.
or Hurox. i ¢ W. Morrexy PunsHON, M.A,,
VEerY REv. DEAN GrASETT, B.D. i ¢ War Oryistox, D.D.
Rev. Bisaor RrcraRDSON, D.D. ¢ Prestpext NeLues, D.D.
“ Bxocr Woop, D.D. ‘¢ Arxex. Torp, D.D.
* Jonw Jennines, D.D. ¢« R. V. Rocers, M.A.

“ Micmaen Winns, D.D., LI.D.| ¢ Jomws Porrs.
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Rev. ALEXANDER SANSON, W. A. Barpwin, Esq.
‘¢ Anson Green, D.D. HonN. WirLiam McMASTER.
‘ E. Rverson, D.D., LL.D. HoN. OLiveEr Mowar.
“ J. H. RopiNsoN, GEORGE Buckranp, Eso.
¢ PrINCIPAL SNoDGRASS, D.D. JouN MacpoNaLp, Ese,
“ T.S. ELLERBY. Dar~iev Wirson, Ese., LL.D.
“ RoserT A. Fyrg, D.D. Axprew T. McCorp, Esq.
“ LacLIN Tavior, D.D. JoBN TYNER, EsqQ.
“  WELLINGTON JEFFERS, D.D. ‘Wiz 1AM OSBORNE, Esq.
“ EpMuND Barpwin, M.A, MarrsEW SWEETNAM, Esq.
‘ WiiniaM Reip, M. A, GeorGe Hacug, Esq.
“ J. G. Manwy.

Treusurer
HoNoURABLE WiLrraMm McMASTER.

Seevetarics

J. GeoreE Hoperins, LL.D.
REv. Joun GeEnMLZY.
Rey.J. M. CAMERON.

JINo."F. LasH, Esq. Minute Secretary.

Bivertors
Al Ministers of 1he Gospel who are Members of the Society.
Mzssrs ALEX. CHRISTIE. Messrs. W, B, Geixig, M.D.

¢ JaMes FoSTER. ! “  RoBERT GILMOR.
‘“  SamurL ROGERS, ! “  Georae M. Evans.
¢“ ¢€.B. Haiy, M.D. ! ¢ JouN GILLESPIE.
¢ Joux McBEAN. i ¢ F. W. KINGSTONE.
¢ JaMes Brown. ¢ RosT. BALDWIN.
¢  Geo. L. BEARDMORE. ¢ H. E. CLAREE,
¢ J. K. MACDONALD. ; ¢ W. T. Masox.
¢ ALEX. RATTRAY. ¢ R. W, LArp.
‘¢ WarriNe KENNEDY. ‘ “  Ropr. WALKER.

The Rev. Mr. Gurrery moved the Resolution as follows :—
Mr. CoarrMARN,—In moving this resolution, there are some features of

the committee’s report on which I wish to congratulate the officers and !
friends of the Society throughout the entire field. Success is precious |

to all men, but especially to the men who have consecrated their time
and talents and substance to the great work of uplifting men by the
Gospel of Christ. Moral virtues are more than military successes.
The sword may subdue a city—the truth subdues the soul—and souls
are more than cities. This report, Sir, is the record of a year’s suc
cess. First, it is a matter for profound thankfulness that, during the
past year—a year in which a political convulsion and 2 financial crisis swept
over our field, the income of this Society should have reached a higher point

i
Il
i
i
'

than ever before, and should stand some eighteen huudred dollars in advance

of the year before. This increase of revenue is worch far more to the Society
than is represented by the mere monetary value. It indicates, and is a fruit
of the profound confidence which is felt by all our Branches in the officers
and gentlemen who constitute the executive of the Society. Men supply the
funds liberally, becanse they know they will be disbursed wisely. As one of

the Saociety’s Agents for the past year, [ can bear my testisnony to the perfeet -
confidence and high esteem which I found everywhere felt for the courtesy. .
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the proraptitude, the ability, and perseverance of our Permanent Secretary,
tho Rev. John Gemley, and our central depositary, Mr. John Young. The
army know their ofticers, #nnd trust them—tiris gives strength in battle, and is
worth very much in a cause like this. But, I think this financial success
bespeaks the deepening sense of responsibility which our Canadian people
are coming to realize, in the use of their wealth for the glory of God. Slowly
it may be, car people are rising to a loftier conceptior ~¢ the duty and privi-
lege of using money for the salvation of men. Eloque -e is not the only, not
the chief offering, which is now laid apon the altar of Christ. Men slow of
speech, and unused to public advocacy, are feeling that in the wealth which
God has entrusted to their stewardship, they possess w power which may be
mada to serve the highest ends of true discipleship. Giving on principle,
rather than from mere fitful impulse—giving in proportion to what is received,
rather than the mere casual efforts of temporary feeling—is becoming more
general in all the churches. Now a faith that paralyses selfishness ; a faith
that teaches men how to employ wealth for the noblest ends ; that introduces
God’s claings in the account of the merchant, and the plans of the millionaire,
isa right noble virtue, and is destined to hasten that brighter era for which
Christendom waits and prays. Selfishess is suicidal; it kills the noblest agpira-
tions of thesoul. ILiberaliby—wise—systematic—habitual liberality, strength-
ens the heart, and ennobles manhood. Yearsago, a lad consecrated a tenth to
God. A blessing rested upon him. His noblest faculties were developed by
this act of loyalty to Christ. He won the prize for an essay on a religious sub-
jeet; of this money-prize, he gave a fifth. To-day that lad has become a man
—the pastor of one of the most powerful churches in Protestant Christendom
~Mns name is known, and honoured over the world—his sayings and books
have penetraced wherever the English language is spoken—the lad of the

- past is Pastor Spurgeon of to-day. Now Sir, if this Society help to widen in
. men’s hearts the reign of right principles in respect to the support of the

eause of Christ, then it has helped in the holiest culture of human hearts.
Prominence is given in the report to the subject of Provisional Agency.
After calm deliberation the dircctors decided that, instead of employ-
ing one or more men to give the whole of their time to the visitation
of the Society’s more than four hundred Branches, they would ask
pastors of different denominations, to take part in this work, by each
visiting a limited number of Branches. The result has shown, that in
this matter, the Divine guidance which the Directors sought in prayer,
has been vouchsafed in direction and blessing. Looked at financially
this scheme has proved s great success. The cost of permanent agency
—vwhich, to secure eflicient persons, must have been a considerable item—

¢ has been much reduced. The expenses connected with the new system,
. have averaged about $2,772 per year. 1n the four years during which

this system has been in operation, the Society’s income has had an
ageregate increase of Twenty-nine thousand Dollars. Financially, therefore,
this system has been successful.  But this system has fruits which no one can
tabulate. Of the seventeen pastors who took part in this work of visitation,
there is not one, who is not personally a beiter man for the toil. The churches
to which they respectively belong have been drawn closer around the Society,
and in the widened sympathies, and deepened fervour, and firmer faith which
such service as this never fails to inspire, the provisional agents have returned
to the pastoral work, all the stronger and all the more devoted for future
usefulness and work. Indeed, if a church desires its pastor to cherish a truer
love for other Christian communities, to get an enlaraed view of the needs of
the world, and the activities of the church, it could . -reely do better than
secure him a week or two week’s work in connection with this Society.

There are two or three itemsin the distribution of your funds which I

| think will specially commend themselves to your supporters. The grant of

one thousand dollars to Manitoba and British Columbia, as far as may be
needed to aid in colportage work, is a wise step. 1tshows how clearly the Direc-
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turs appreciate the fact, that in these new and vigorous provinces, where
hundreds of thousands will sven find a home, and where the foundations are
now being laid for a great future—provinces which will share our civilization:
and our noble Canadian freedom, the most important of all things is, that
social and commercial life shall be built up in the fear of Gud ; and the one
imperishable Book which has guided our fathers, from peer to peasant, home
tu God, should be in the hands of the settler and his child, giving to both $he
truest culture for this life and the next. Few men have ever measured the
influence of religious culture upon a people, more carefully oraccurately than
that now celebrated Genevan Reformer, Father Hyacinthe. Befure he
revolted from the yoke of the papacy, whilst he was yet the leader of the
most refined and the most intelligent Roman Catholics in France, he spoke
words which are worthy of careful study. In an address delivered at Lyons,
when pleading in behalf of a charitable institution, he said : ¢ Prussia is now
triumphing over Austria, because the Prussian soldiery are more enlightened
and more religious. Every Prussian soldier carries his Bible in his knapsack.
I have twice visited England, there the peuple read the Bible in their homes.
I am convinced that the Bible is the strength and glory of that great nation.”
Now, Sir, the Buok which more thun everything clse has built up the noble
home-life of England, wiil be just as mighty, and just as much needed iu
Dritish Colubia and Manitoba, where there will svon be populations of
hundreds of thousands. Drink is already doing its deadly work there 5 some
churches have already planted their missivns there ; and others will fullow.
It is well, then, that you sehd the Bible to thesc provinces. As they grow
t- a giant’sstrength, may they advance in moral culture and spiritual beauty,
until they shall each be filled with a people rich in the possession of God's
Word, and the rewards of an industry which that Word has inspired and
directed.

In your effurts you have shown a beautiful sympathy for these who lat
the viston to cead. T can scarcely think of anything deme by the Church of
Christ were beautiful than the preparation of Bibles fur ihe Dlind. How
touching was the act of that blind girl who had worn her fingers hard by
feeling the raised letters. She first shaved off the skin that she mizht regain the
sense of touch, and having destroyed the nerve, lifted the loved Book to her
lips that she might kiss it as shelaid it aside ; and in that moment found by
her lips that she could read it. Think of that gir)—dark in body, but illaminet
in spirit.  Seeing no flower, nor star, nor kadseape, but by her sweet lips,
spelling out the words, ‘° Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
lulen, and I will give you rest.”

But, Sir, noble as is the work you are doing in Canada, it is tn mest of us
an inspiring thought that this Society is an auxiliary of that noblest of «ll
England’s stately institutions—The Dritish and Forcign Bible Society.
When the Seeretary gave us the statement of its circulation during the thae
of its existence, I could not but feel how hmperfectly any of us can compre-
hend what these figures mean. It is only when we divide these millions—
when we take the mighty whole into piecces—when we try to got hold of a
single part—tbat we get any idea.  Well now, Sir, in the Sucicty year,
terminating in the spring of 1871, the cirenlation was over three millisns nive
hyndred thousand copies of the Word of Ged.  Now, Sir, that means that
fur a whole year, this one noble Society sent out more than thaee Bihles o vevg
uwdnute, day and night, winter and summer. Three Bibles every minnte
Perhaps that was an exceptional year.  But, Sir, this Socicty is now seventy
years old. Now, during these three score years and ten, it has, on anaverag.,
circulated two thousand seven hundred Bibles every day ; one hundred and
fitteen copies every hour—ae wrly o capies voery wdonte goe sorada gears. 1
may not linger npon its work of translation. A work upon which the pro-
frmndest scholarship, the most heroic endurance, smd the most marvellms
paticnce have been shown. It speaks to day in more than two haldred
languages ; and is assembling the whol: world areund one Saviour’s Cross,
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and teaching to all men one Father’s love, and carrying all races in its
heart.

Let us then, Sir, gather about this Buok. Not with the rather common
but, to my mind, false idea that we are its defenders. This Book is above
all our societies—above all our churches. We are not its shelter—it is ours.
We are not its rock —it is ours. We are the shielded—it the shield. The
Bible has done more for us than we for it. It has given genius its inspira-
tion ; it is creditor, not debtor, to the churches. Milton owes more to the

sible than the Bible to Milton. Look at that soldivr, dead on the field befure
Richmond ; see his gory hands unclasped from the Bouk on which his last
look lingerad, and read, * Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me:”—at
that cultured Hinduu, dying with a treasure under his pillow, in which his
spirit has found freedom, and a hope which makes him calm in death—that
treasure a mere fragment of the Word of God :—at that suilor, tying it round
his waist as he springs from the sinking ship:—at that lonely watcher, troubled
about her child, or anxious abouat her dead, or longing for a diviner peaceful-
ness—and tinding in these pages the bread which satisties the hunger of the
heart. Oh! this Book is God’s great gift—our great heritage.  Let us seck
to enter into its spirit, and understand its inner truths. Lt us grasp the
living truths which throb and heave beneath the letter of its parables and
prophecies.

Aud, Sir, I move the appointment of these gentlemen as the officers of the
Socicty for the coming year with all the more pleasure, inasmuch as they
represent not one, but diffcrent churches. To e 1t seems that, in the pre-
sence of this Society, more than in any other, the scets have forgotten their
exclusiveness, and laid aside their narrowness.  And what are our differences
when comnpared with the joy and glory of cirenlating the Book of God ! To
ne it sees as if Churches make as much of their isms as nations do of their
rivers ; and this Suciety embraces and blends them all as the grand ocean
ilees the waters that How fnto it.  Egypt is still p.oud of the Nile 5 the Ger-
man keeps his watch on the Rline ; Lundon boasts of Father Thames ; the
Ameriean points prondly to the Mississipyd 5 Int, when a thousand miles out
ot sea, on the wighty fload into which all these have poured and mingled,
are they not one? Here is unity—vastness—strength—sublimity ! So this
Bibie Society so far symbnlizes Heaven’s highest gloy in its serviee, that
i* unites all the servants ¢f God in one grest effort to rescue thds world from
sin, and bring its millions to the feet of Him, whose right is the throne of
every human heart.

I have pleasure in maving this reselution.

Mr. MeDMrrricH seeonded the Resclution with a few appropriate ohserva-
tinns, expressive of the pleasure he felt at being present, anl taking a part in
the preceedings of the meeting, and of the satisfactiom it gave him to hear of
the prosperity of the Society in the blessed work in which it was engaged.

2wl Resolution,—Moved by the Rev. Professor McLaren, seconded by the
Yery Rev. Dean Grasctt.

* That in these times of contimied material duvelopment and intense eonfliet of
spiritnal iteas, it is incumbent on all whe aceept the Ribde to be the only rule of fuith
and practice, to hold fast the form of sound words therein eottzin G, and do the atmost
pessille, cach in Lis respective sphere to diffnse the saving tmath the rein contained
amenyst the people, as an antidote to worldliness, infidelity and superstition.™

“ Prof. MeLszey said he had much pleasure in moving the reselution,
They wers: met th hear of the progress of Gad’s Word, aml express their com-
me nelation and wishes for its welfare.  The British and Foreigm, und Jme-
rivan Dible Socicties had engagal in more extensive vperations than thuse of
the Seciety whese elabas they were advecating.  But the Upper Canada So-
cicty had hecenne the most impertant Auxiliary of the Parent Sneciety, and had
helped to send the Word of God farand wide, ke spoke farther inan in-

'
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teresting and instructive manner of the application of science and art to the
spread of the Gospel. Inconclusion, he afirmed the ultimate triumph of
the Gospel over nunbelief everywhere ; over the motley army of Atheists,
Pantheists, and all other unbelievers howscever denominated. He aflirmed
that wherever the Bible was sent, civilization followed, and that the greatest
knowledge of science was found consistent with the study and knowled:e
of the Seriptures. He thought that God meant both to act in unison.  There
was evidence that the civilized world was dividing itself into three great sec-
tiuns, Protestants, Infidels, and Romun Catholics. and there was, therefore,
a great necessity that the work of Protestants should be ¢o largely dissemi-
nate the Word of God without note or comment.”

The speech of the Professor was masterly, and eminently adapted to un-
fuld and enforce the sentiments contained in the resolution. It was highly
appreciated, and its publication very much desired ; we, therefore, the more
deeply regret our inability to gratify the desire so generally felt. Circum-
stances beyond control compel us to give this expression of disappuointinent,
as the only compensation at our disposal ut not being able to give, as we
fully expected, the address in ectense,

3rd Resolutivin,—Moved by the Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, secondsd by the
Right Rev. the Bishup of Huron.

““That we have reasun to rejoice in the continued prosperity of the work of Bible
diffusion in the mether country, in these Provinces, and in the other Britich colonies,
as well as in foreizn lunds ; and that our hearty sympathics be extended to the Parent
Society, to the American Bible Suciety and other kindred Societies for the great work
committ Y to them by Divine wxace and providence, of translating and diffusing the
Scripturce Jhroughout the whole world.™

The Rev. Mr. PiersoN, in moving the Resolution, said -—

ME. CarareMay :—Nothing but a sense of the greainess of the cause upon
which I am to speak, and my experience of the long-suffering patience of an
audience in the provinees, would induce me to_speak at this late hour. Tam
hiere, in a sense, to represent the ** American Bible Society,” and to express
the bearty sympathy of those who, across the boundaries which separate usas
two distinet peoples, feel their hearts throb in anison with yours, i devotinn
to the Word of Gad, and in efforts for its diffuson ; and who, by these bomls
of Christian union with you, are made * no more strangers and foreizners,
but fellow citizens of the Saints and of the Houschold of God.”

I have been asking myself, Mr. Chairman, of whal vse is such a meeting as
this 2 Surcly weare not here because the Bible needs either eulogy or de-
fence.  One might as well attempt te deny the brightness of the Sun, shining
in his mid-day splendour, as to question, in this nineteenth century and in
this Christian land, the worth asd power of the Word of Ged.  When your
own noble Queen—I1 love her almoest well cnongh to say our noble Queen—
presented the Ambassadse of a South African Prince, who asked to know the
sceret of Eungland’s greatness, with a copy of the Holy Seriptures, every in-
telligent and candid mind througheut the civilized world must have echoed
an ‘¢ Amen ' to her sublime and silent answer.  Yes, Mr. Chairman, mure
than io any other source. are we (o attribute trthe Word of Gd, the strength
and glury of that natien wpen whese ample ares the sun neser ceases to shine.
We are not here to demenairate the excellence of the Bible, but rather te
quicken vach other in zeal and self-sacrifice for its universal diffusion.

I am usked to move the following resolutinn, which I do with great plea-
sure :—

“ That we have reasen ta vejoice in the eontinued prosperity of the work of
Bible ditffusinm in the mother eountry, in these Provinees, and in the other
British Colunivs, as woell as in fereign lands ; and that our hearty symypa-
thies be extended to the Parent ocivty, to the Aerican Bible Sucicty and
uther kindred Societies, for the great work eommitted to them by Divine graee
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and providence, of translating and diffusing the Scriptures throughout the
whole world.”

This resolution which has been drawn by a careful hand, covers a great
dealof gronmd.  Let me call your attention to certain emphatic words and
clauses, such as “ the Scriptures,” *the whole vorld,” * trauslation” and
“diffuston,” and the declaration of a belief that* the great work ” iscommitted to
us *“ by Divine Graceand Procidence.” The sam and substance of thisresolution
is, that the Bible is for the whole woirld ; that it must be trauslabed awl diffused,
that every man may read it in his own tongue wherein he was born,and that this
work is eutrusted tv us pre-eminently, by the Grace and Providence of God,
Tpon all the ground thus covered, I have time scarce even to touch, how-
ever cursorily ; but, in what I do say, I shall endeavour to show that the
argument for the diffusion of the Divine Word is to be found in its inherent
character and glorious eareer ; and that the finger of God in history unmistak-
ably points to this as the time when Be has made all things ready for its
universal diffusion.

It may be doubted whether eventhe pen of the Holy Ghost has written
sublimer sentence, for brevity, scope, and grandeur, than this :(—“ And Gadl
said, Let there be light : and there was light.” Five words in the original
Hebrew express that Divine fiat, in obedience to which licht was born out
of the womb of night. But, sublimer in moral and spiritual haport are those
other words : ““ God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkuess, hath
shined in our hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God, in the face of Jesus Christ.” Paul makes the original crcation of light
the figure and symbol of the wcw Revelution of Truth, in the written and the
living Word. How sngzestive the analogy ! The Bible is an ¢rh, whose beams
mysteriously convey to earth the light of knowledge, the weraith of love, and
the life of a divine and quickening energy. Before these blessed beams, the
* Shadow of Death,” with all its darkness of supervstition and ignorance, its
coldness of indifference and hostility, and its barrenness and waste, Is illumined
warmed, and fertilized ! Earth owes not 1anre to the luninous, calorific and
actinic rays of the sun, than the world owes o theligh?, love, and life which
come down to us in the Revealed Word.,  Peter uses a shmilar figure when he
refers to the *light shining in a dark place,” *“ the Day-dawn,” ¢ the Day
Star,” etc.  Well might Puul say, ““I wn not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ,” for, ¢ our ruck is not ag their rock, cven our enemies themselves bi-
ing judges.” I cannet furget that even Rounsseau confessed the superiority of
Christ over the greatest of andient sages, admitting that, ¢“if Secrates’ death
were worthy of a philosopher, that of Jesus was worthy of a God.”  Anditis
said that even Plato conceded that what he and the Grecksknew of the true
Ged, they learned from the Bebrews. We may fearlessly compare any other
svstem of philesophy or religion with that of the Bilde, either as to the glovy
of its teaching or its practical power. We come back fromn our investigation
satisfied that neither Zoroaster nor Confucins, Socrates nor Seneca, Pythago-
ras nor Plato, Anaxagoras nor Aristotle, Epicurus nor Zeno ever presented to
the world anything worthy of comparison with the Gospel of Christ.

One of the most conspicuons features of the Bible is its completeness and
symmetry. It isa sphere of light.  How hanuenicus its testimony, as all the
varivug substauces consumed in the photesphere of the sun and deteeted in
the w mderful analysis of the spectrascope, vet combine to form one glowing
beum ! We see different writers, separated by hundreds of years and hun-
dreds of miles, combining in ene consentanenus testimony to the same great
essentinl truths, as the hewn stones of the Temple were, from all quarters,
brought already fitted, to be lifted cach to its place.  Dacsnot this shew v
quiding weind 1 Think of the wonderful correspondences of prophecy and
histery—that great Champollien that interprets prophecy ! If in waundering
ameng the feudal eastles of old Germany, you should find & dacr leading to a
seeret chamber, closed Ly a Inek most curiously intricate, should, hun-
dreds of miles away, afterwards find an equally antique and curivus Zew,
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which, being introduced into the lock, filtted the wards and flung back the
bolts, would you doubt that one mind planned and one hand wrought both
lock and key? Now, prophecy is the lock, and history the key ; and so
wonderful are the coincidences between prophetic intimations and historie
events, that we boldly say one mind must have spoken the prophecy and
wroughtin the history ! and so we know we have the ““ oracles of God.” The
coincidence between the four Evangelists is the more beautiful because of a
few minor discrepancies. One mirror alone gives us but a superficial reflec-
tion, but mirrors arranged so as to reflect toward a common focus, give us a
perfect and rounded image. The four Gospels are four mirrors which shew us
our Lord from various sides, and together give us a complete image of the
God-man.

Even the seeming paradvres of seripture resvlt from its Divine character.
If the sun’s rays be examined by the nicest mathematical instruments, you
can detect no convergence ; they auppear perfectly parallel; yet if we trace them
back, we find them meeting and mingling in the sun.  And so it is because of
the distance and dimensions of this glorious orb of Truth, that doctrines which
converge in its glowing sphere scem to us sometimes irreconcilable and conzra-
dictory.

The Word of Ged is of priceless value to the individual soul. It becomes
an infallible quide to truth and duty. We are sometinmes told that we have
1o need of any other standard than such as is supplied in our own Reason and
Conscience. But while I am quite ready to concede the value of conscience,
as the vicegerent of God in tha soul, its decisions lack infallibility. Conscience
is a compound faculty, consisting of a judyment of right or wrong, and a con-
sequent feeling of oughtness or obligation. Now it is true that the sense of
obligation infallibly follows the decision of judgment, but as the judgment is
fallible, conscience is not always a perfectly safe guide. We need a perfect
standard, with which to compare 2nd by which to test the judgment. A mason,
in building a wall, may havea correct oye, but he does not trust it in determin-
ing a true perpendicular or horizontal line ; he uses the plummet and the
Iuvel, and so builds his wall and lays his coping. ¢ The union of the fallible
eye and the infallible standard” secures a frue result.  Or, again, we cannot
trust to the light on the prow of the vessel, tossing up and down, swaying from
side to side, with every ground swell and cross sea ; we must compare it with
the light on the headland, fixed and immovable, if we would steer clear of
dangers. So, it is only when we test the fallible conscience and reason by the
infallible Word, that we are surely guided.

How beautiful the shaplicity of the Bible, through which the wayfaring
men, though fools, shall not err ! Tt gives us in brief, clear sentences, great
principles of truth and life, over which ¢ jurists would pile tome upon tome
of interminable disyuisition,and metaphysicians spin the thread of speculation
until it were attenuated to a conweb;™ and it speaks to the humblest mind
and not, like the old philosophers, only to the scholatly ; so that Doddridge
was wont to ennsult « ne of the simplest and most uneducated of his congrega-
tion for his opinion wpen difficult passages, and never without satisfaction.
God’s word supplies solace in sorrow, arching dark and stormy clouds with
rainbnws of hope and promise ; and brings life and immortality to light, wn-
veiling to us an otherwise uncertain future.

But I wish to speak of the Rible as God’s instrument for the regencration of
soricty.  Human history shews us that society does not eontain, within itself,
any self-reforming energy ; all true progress is due to an engine at the top of
the inclined plme.  Much has been said of (wltwre, as a2 means of social
redemption.  But take the five ¢ Golden ages” of history,—of Pericles in
Grever, Augustus in Reme, the Medici in Italy, Louis XIV. in France, Eliza-
bethin England, and in nene do you find any social purity except in the last,
and fhat was due to Christianity. Culture couid not save Athens or Rome
from the ntter debauchery of the public morals and conscience. History
blushes to hint at the enormons pollutions of the worship of Venus and Bae-
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chus, in which to engage was to swrrender purity, and which employed in
Athens alone, 60,000 priestesses, truant to virtue. Rome knew no S«alvation,
except prevention of ruin ; rescue out of ruin was contething which only
Christianity taught. Before the Christian era, not a single eleemosynary
ijnstitution—not a hospital nor alms-house, nor orphans’ home was to be found
the world over ; the Roman master turned the worn-out slave, after sixty
years’ service, into the highway, to die of starvation and neglect, and even the
decrepit and feeble sire was hable to no greater mercy at the hands of his
son.

Scepticism is coming forward in these days as though it were going to save
the world ; and, in passing, let me remark that the very variety and violence of
the assaults on Christianity are a concession to its formidable strength and
power. But what has the world to hope from scepticisin? It is destructive
and never constructive ; it tears down cur faith, but builds up no better in its
stead. In Faust, Mephistopheles defines himself as the ¢ spirit of negation.”
] suppose that means, that if you say ¢ this or that is true and right,” the
Devil says ‘4t is’t.” That is the spirit of scepticism, it is a mass of nega-
tions rather than of positions—it denies everythmg and aflirms nothing, 1f a
man robs me of my faith I want him to give me a better. The death-bed con-
fessions of such as Voltaire and Paine, etc., showus that there is about scepti-
cism a latent dishonesty also. Coleridge tells us how, when a lad, he ventured
to express to his teacher grave religious doubts, and a sound thrashing was the
consequence, which whipped his scepticism out of him forever. I have some-
times thought that a like timely application of the rod to the back of some
modern sceptics, might have driven their foolishness far from them. And then
think of the awful desvlateness of scepticism, so well expressed by that exgni-
site poem which represents one, as mourning a lost vessel, with all his hous.
hold to the deep gone down ; another, lamenting a fair face long ago lost in
the durker depths of a great town ; others recounting various losses of wealth
and health, and youth, and worldly joys—but worse thanall is thewail of him
who confesses the loss of a believing heart! Swurely society will never be bettered
by a destructive, dishonest, desolating unbelief !

Well, then, where shall we look for social Redemption but to the Bible!
Here is Archimedes’ lever which is to move the world! And iv is turning
the world upside down. Isaac Taylor tells us that wherever it has gone,
the Word of God has marched over the ruins of the nine great social evils:
Polygamy, Capricious Divorce, Legalized Prostitution, Infanticide, Bloody
and Brutal Games, Death or Punishment by Torture, Cruel and Unjust Wars,
Caste, and Slavery. Here surcly must be a power to exalt humanity.
Christianity alone can bring the true Golden Age. Which of the brightest
epochs of the past can compare with the age of Queen Victoria! the age
:if Bible diffusion ! of Bible translation into more than 200 languages and

ialects !

Surely it is no wonder the believer holds the word of God unspeakably
precious.  Michael Angelo was so fond of the famous Torso of the Belvidere
Hercules, by Apollonius, in the Vatican Museum, that he sketched it from
every point of view, and when his eyes failed and he couid no longer see, he
begyed to be led near that great work of art, that he might pass his hands
over the mutilated trunk, headless wnd limbless as it is, and through the sense
of feeling, renew the rapture which vision no longer broughthim. But this
incident, pathetic as it is, is more than matched by the story of that poor old
blind wuman in Saratuga Co., New York, who, attempting to read by the
help of the raised lctters, found her fingers calioused by long work, and ac-
tually rasped them with a file, that by t.ie unnatural tenderness thus secured,
she might cread the Word of God again; and the letters were lluminated by
her scarlet bloc !

And well muy we be zealous for the ‘¢ translation ” and *¢ diffusion ” of the
Scriptures. Every congideration of unselfishness and humanity must prompt
us to desire that every man may read in his own tongue wherein he was born
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the wonderful works and Word of God. Remember the lepers at the Sama-
rian gate : ‘“ This is a day of good tidings ; yet we hold our peace !” If he
¢ who withholdeth corn’ shall be cursed, what shall we say of the selfish-
ness that encourages a monopoly of the Bread of Life!

Before I close, I must call attention to the proofs that the Providence, as
well as grace of God, has committed to the modern church especially—the
work of translating and diffusing the Scriptures. The synchronisms of his-
tory are marvellously instructive and suggestive.

Notwithstanding :l1 the effurts of men to divorce religion and science, God
has appointed invention and discovery, handmaids of the Gospel ; the world
is compelled to yield 2ven her material instrumentalities as servants of the
church. The  dark ages ” were unprogressive both as to mind and morals ;
the lamp of genius, the flame of scientific thought burned low ; for God
would not give the greatest forces of modern civilization to men, o use them
for the Devil’s ends, to dou with them as the Egyptian priests did with the
‘¢ Jost arts,” make of them the subtle machinery wherewith to play upon
the credulity and superstition of the ignorant and deluded people. And so
God withheld the potent agencies developed during *he last few centuries,
until the church was ready to use them for the evangelization of the world.

The mariner’s cumpass, if used at all before the opening of the fourteenth
century, was used only within narrow limits, andin a crude form. It did
not become generally serviceable until the morning star of the Reformation
vose in John de Wycliffe. Think of the impurtance of this invention, not
only to commerce and travel, but to the ditfusion of the Scriptures through-
out the world ! . )

The Printing Press was invented about the beginning of the fifteenth cen-
tury. God significan:ly set His own seal of proprietorship upon it from the
outset. The first book aver issued from a press, in which movable types
were used, was a Latin Bible of six hundred and forty-one pages; and so
the press has heen ‘“sanctified” from the beginning. And when did this
most useful invention begin to be of nse ! When the dark ages were ratreat-
ing before a new Jawn. The slumbering embers of the Reformation which
had been kindled by De Wycliffe, were fanned into new flame by the mar-
tyrdom of Huss, and, in less than a century more, Luther, Calvin, and Knox
were to carry on in Germany, Switzerland, and Scotland, the ¢ Reform” be-
gun} in zEngla.nd and Bohemia. Do these synchronisms of history mean
nothing ?

The steam-engine, patented by Watt in the last century, and the rzilway
and telegraph, which belong to the present century, complete our bonds of
universal social intercourse and intercommunication. And now, this neigh-
bourhood of nations prepares the way for the translation, publication, and
diffusion of the Word of God over the world. Does it mean nothing, that
God held back these great forces of civilization till a refurmed church was
made ready to send the Bible and the missionary to every creature? Can
there be a doubt that “f this work is specially committed to us by the provi-
dence and grace of God?”

One more link is needed to complete this chain of providential signs which
:adex the church’s duty. God did not give the printing press to the church
until there was to be a reform in philosophy as well as religion. The cld
Aristotelian philosophy had been for centuries allied with Papacy, for it was
construed to favour papal infallibility. The methods of the Papacy, in in-
terpreting the Scriptures, have always been perverscly deductive.  The Papal
chair gives a dogmatic deliverance—it begins with a hypothesis and makes
thot a law, and facts and phenomena must fit it or be pronounced false:
the Romish Church starts with a theory, and warps every text to fit the
crook of the dogma. Now observe, the reformation in philosophy almest
immediately accompanied the reformation in religion, Luther’s theses, which
were the ““ novnm organum ” of the church, made ready for Francis Bacon's
inductive method, which teaches men to gather the facts of Bible testimony,
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and thence induce a true philosophy of interpretation. Rome never would
give the Bible to the masses without ¢ note or comment,”—she dare not;
if she ever difluses the word among the people, it will be with copious com
ments giving the ‘‘authoritative ” interpretation which favours, of course,
Papal pretension.

1 cannot but conclude that the logic of events compels tlie admission that to
the church of to-day, peculiarly, God commits the work of translating, pub-
lishing, and diffusing his Holy Word. Never did he speak to any age aud
people in language more unmistakable. The reformed church, actuated by a
missionary spirit, fitted to preach a guspel uncorrupted by ritualism, rational-
ism, and Romanism, redeemed from the bondage of a false philosophy of
interpretation, receives at f3od’s hands the ieans of multiplying copies of the
Word at trifling expense and with marvellous rapidity, and the means of swift
and safe communicalion with every creature under heaven ! ‘What excuse is
there if we do not take up and complete this work of Bible diffusion, which
the great monk of Germany inaugurated more than three centuries ago !

The grand work of Luther's life was the giving of the Bible to Germany.
More important than the first st ;p which denied the duty of celibacy in the
cleryy, or the second, which broke the force of monastic vows, or the third,
which restored the mass io the Lord’s Supper—was the fourth step, the
ditfusion of the German Bible among the masses. And the Devil well krew
it; and never did he assall Luther with temptations so violent, and so
vividly personal, as when an exile in the Wartburg, like John at Patmos,
he was translating the Word. So intensely conscious was Luther of the
satanic presence, that it took, to his overwronght imagination, a visible shape,
and he fung his inkstand ai the vision and hit the wall! And what a pro-
whetic utterance was that, when he gave expression to the hope, that
soen “f every man might have in his own hands, to read with his own eyes,
anc ‘n his own language, the Holy Scriptures of God.”

And now the Lord has given the word; great be the company of those
that publish it, till it shall be diffused, not only throughout this region.
buv the habitable globe. And I have only to add, in closing, that I beg
you to take my presence hera this evening as a pledge from Christians in the
United States, of their heurty sympathy and co-operation with you in this

grand and glorious work. Well may every line of separation and division"

between these fwo great Christian nations, be forgotten in the common
fellow-citizenship with the saints, and the common desire and determina-
tion to co-operate in every measure w! ereby the Word of God shall speed-
ily be put into the hands of every human being, in the language which is
assaciated with every experience of his own life ! Glorious day ! When the
heralds of Christ shall speak to every soul on earth, of the common sin
and the common salvation, and each may for himself ¢ search the Scriptures
daily whether these things ave so.”

The Resolution was seconded by the Rev. Dr. Hellmuth, Bishop of Huron,
but owing to the lateness of the hour at which he was called upon, ke made
only 5 few remarks, and the audience was denied the privilege of hearing his
address, which, we have learned, was cause »f general regret and disappoint-
ment. However, the few words were very gratifying. They conveyed
sentiments of earnest solicitude for the wide-spread dissemination of the
Sacred Scriptures, and expressed his cordial approval of, and hearty sympathy
with, the objects of the Society.

4th Resolution,—Moved by Ruv. Joux Porrs, seconded by J. Georer
Honsins, LL.D.—

“That the hearty thanks of this meeting be presented to the Trustees of
Bond Street Baptist Church for its use on Sabbath evening last ; and to the
Trustees of this Church for its nse on the present occasion ; and to the Pre-
centor and Choir fur their valuable services at this meeting.”
1The Rev. J. G. Robb, B.A., pronounced the benediction, and the mesting
closed.
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MARCH 3Ist, 1874,

In the prosecution of the great work of Bible distribution there isno
agency which is more valued than that of Colportage. Penetrating to the
sections of our Dominion most newly settled and most destitute, both tem-
porally and spirituzlly, and carrying that sacred volume whose teachings
have * promise of the life which now is, and o that which is to come,” the
Colporteur comes to these lonely hamlets as a messenger with glad tidings. |

This branch of the Society’s work has, during the past year, been carried |
on systematically and with due regard to the wants of the various sections of |
the country. The work has been uneventful, but various extracts, the most
likely to interest the friends of the Suciety have from time to time been made
public in the RecorpER. The Reports of Colporteur Henderson, labouring
in Manitoba, and Colp. Badger, in Muskoka, tell of arduous toil ; of long and
weary travellings uninterrupted by the sight of any human being ; pleasingly
varied by eager welcomes from settlers, who, perhaps in other days accustomed
to frequent religious privileges, now rarely find the daily drudgery of their |
lives illamined by any word of Godly counsel. In these regions, as well as :
elsewhere, our Colporteurs very frequently meet with newly sarrived im- !
migrants, who, whilst immersed in the cares and anxieties incident to their !

)
)
|
!

LABOURS OF OUR COLPORTEURS FOR THE YEAR ENDING i
i
[
i
|

new life, are supplied with that *“ Safe Compass ” which will point them to
“ Him who careth for them.”

The attention of the Board l:aving been attracted to the great need for
Colportage labour amongst theé Lumberers North of Peterboro’, Colp. McPhail !
was during last Fall despatched there, anl has since, amidst great hardships
been disseminating God’s Word in that field. The Reports of all the Col-
porteurs, which give detailed accuunts of their labours, show faithful and
conscientious service, and while they are all frequently weary in the work,
none are weary of it. We append a tabulated statement of their labours. -

' Time Miles XVE{;S Copies -Lﬁp’iés'
NauE. i FieLp. |Employed. Travel’dlMade. Sold. ﬁ,‘:;

Jos. Strain........ ‘Co. Grey, Wellington l
Bruce, Simcoe........|12 Months{ 2100 | 3855 | 1700 44

! :
Wm. McPhail ...'Co. Ontario, Victoria, , ;

York, Peterboro’. ...[12  ¢¢ 3350 | 2690 | 1059 | 21% )
Rev. R Stephen-l '

« 1025 | 2410 | 874 l 1

BON.eeerrancenss Co. Simcoe, Grey...... 6

R. McInt)'re.....I(?o. Peel & Addington.] 7 ¢ 950 | 1150 | 415 10
P. Sparling ......]Co. Perth...co.ccooeviip 4 €€ 160 | 750 | 131 1
P. A. Willett . .|Manitoulin Island...... 4 300 420 | 235 10
Jas. Badyer ...... Muskoka..coee vevvenennne 3« 660 450 | 255 41
‘II\'eil Igenderson lManitoba.................. 3« }222 %,(7)22 926 gs

no. Lowry .. IS RO B ORI b it 615 1
Jno. Crombie } London Auxiliary . { ............... 1077 | 3349 { 556

12466 117848 | 6760 | 431

OPERATIONS OF THE DEPOSITORY DURING THE YEAR
ENDING MARCH 31sr, 1874.

Issued to Auxiliary and Branch Sucieties, to the Trade, dc.—Bibles, 14,255 ;
Testaments, 15,420 ; Portions, 265—total, 29,940.

Issued o Colporteirs.—2,005 Bibles ; 2,723 Testaments—total, 4,728. (Of
these, 139 Bibles and 154 Testaments were gratuitous.)

Cash Sales from Depository.—Bibles, 1,051 ; Testameunts, 1,077 ; Portions,
180—total, 3,208. . |

Gratuitous Tssues from Depository.—Bibles, 1,594 ; Testaments, 1,221 ; Por- |
tions, 1,549 —total, 4,364. (Value, $893.57.) |
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Issues i Foreign Languages (included in the above).—German, 906 ; French,
481 ; Gaelic, 120 ; Hebrew, G6; Greek, 39; Latin, 23; Swedish, 15 ;
Chinese, 4; Italian, 3; Modern Greek, 2; Spanish, 2; Portuguese, 2 ;
Arabic, 1; Dutch, 1; Irish, 1; Novwegian, 1; Welsh, 1; Qjibway, 275 ;

Cree, 61 ; Mohawk, 24—total, 2,018,

Total Issues for the year, 42,240,

Increase of Issues over previous year, 1,417.

Total Issues of the Upper Canada Bible Suciety since its commencement,

$99,262.

Stock on hend at the beginninag of the year.—7,202 Bibles, 10,356 Testaments,

3,196 Portions, 134 Portions for the

Received from the Parent Society during the year.—16,672 Bibles, 13,615 Tes-

Blind—total value, $7,839.59.

wments, 1,096 Portions—total value, $3,655.39.

Stock on hand ct the close of the year.—3,604 Bibles, 2,917 Testaments, 2,224

Portions, 130 Portions for the Blind—total value, $4,096.63.

A R v

-LIFE MEMBERS OF THE UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY.

Sir Fravcis BoNp

Hean, Baronet.

Sir Jaues Lukix RuBINsoON, Baronet.

Alcorn, Samuel, Esq... Vorkville
Allan, Hon. Geo. W.... Toronto
Albright, A., lsq...... South Cayuga
Andrews, Geo., Esq.... Aurora
Andrews, J. M., Esq... Port Hope
Black, Rev. John...... Manitoba
Cassels, Robert, Esq .. Quebec
Cockshutt, Ig., Esq. ... Brantford
Culeman, James, ¥sq... Dundas

Daly, J. C. W, Esq.... Stratford
Dalziel, Mrs. Mary..... Vaughan
Dawson, Prin’l., LL.D. Montreal
Dickson, W, Exq. ...... Blenheim
Donald, Mys. Wm...... Port Hope
Farewell, A., Esq....... Ushawa
Fraser, Joln, Esq....... London Township
Fraser, Mrs. John ...... do

Frecland, Reév. W,

DD, LL.D...........
Gibbs, W, H., Esq......
Heward, F. ., Esq...
Holmes, Gervas, Esq...
Hunt, Joseph, Esq... ...
Jordun, W, sen., Esq.
Keefer, Samuel, Esq...
Keefer, Mrs. Samuel...
Ksﬁtclmm, Jesse, jun.,

Oshawa
Toronto
Cobourg

Fenelon Falls

QOrangeville
Teronto
TFlorence
‘Wallaceburg
.. London

Kingsten, Professor. ...
Kirhy, J., Esq.

ynoch, J., Es
Leary, John, E

=

esslie, John, E . Dundas
Littlewood, J., Esq..... London Township
McColl, Nicol, Esq.... Southwold
Macdonald, J., Esq..... Torounto
Macdonald, Mrs. Ann, do
Mecllmurray, Dr......... do

cKenzie, W., Esq.... do

cLean, Ven.

McMaster, Hon. Wm. Toronto
McQuesten, Dr. Calvin Hamilton
Marsh, Robert, Esq.... Richmond Hill

Marsh, rs. Rubert .. do
Marsh, Lewis ... ..... .. do
Marsh, James ............ do
Marsh, Robert, jun..... do
Marsh, John A. ......... do
Marsh, Miss Adeline E. do
Marsh, Miss Hannah .. do
Miller, Rev. George ... Queensville
Moyer, S. Nash, Esq... Normanton
Mulligan, {V., Isq...... Port Hope
Mullizan, A. K.......... do
Mulligan, Miss A. J... do
Newcombe, Miss M.... Thorold
Newkirk, Dr. ............ Vienma
Powis, William, Esq... Hamilten
Robinson, David, Esq.. Seaton
Robson, Mrs. Robert... Bayfield
Robson, Miss Janet ... do
Ross, Alanson, Esq. ... Drummondville
Shaver, (., sen., Isq.. Etobicoke
Simpson, Hon. John ... Bowmanville
Simpson, Miss Maria... Newmarket
Sullivan, Rev. E., B.A. Chicago

Taylor, Johu K., Esq.. Smith Township
Thompson, Mrs. E. D .
Travis, Absalom, Esq.. Grimsby
Trivitt, Thomas, Esq.. Exeter
Trivitt, Mrs............ .. do
Vicars, Rev. J., M.A. Pickering
‘Walsh, Thomas, Esq... Simcoe
Wanzer, B M., Esq.... Hamilton
‘Watkins, Mrs. F. D.... do
Watkins, Miss S. Ann  do
Watson, James, Esq... do
‘Watson, Mrs. ............ do
‘Wheeler, Edward, Esq. Stouffville
Woud, James, Esq...... Brantford

Axrch-

deacon ............... .. Manitoba

& Corrections of any errors in the abore list,

Young, Rev. George... Manitoba

whether in names or a {dresses, or tnforma-

tion as to any who may kave died, will be thankfully received.

~————
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REPORT OF THE REV. W. S. BALL.
To the Directors of the Upper Canada Eible Society.

GENTLEMEN,—I send you the repcext of my work in connection with the
U. C. B. S. for the year just closed.

Despite my most earnest etforts, my work extended over a longer period
than I desired. I do nut, however, despair of seeing the work over the
whole field brought into the autumn months, and the arrangements lately
made by the Board are well calculated to effect this most desirable object.

My field is in the large and wealthy county of Wellington, and the rapid
growth of the county generally, and particularly the growth of the import-
ant centres of business and influence, will greatly assist in the successful pro-
secution of our great and good work.

The Bible cause is yearly becoming confirmed as one of the great works of
the whole Church of Christ, in all its various branches. Few regard it now
as an extraneous claim, to be crowded into a corner by other claims, and only
to receive the remaining pertion, after vther claims have been satisfied 5 but
the Bible Society is becuming more and more regarded as an essential ele-
ment in our church life at home, as well as an essential part of our great
missionary agency, by which we all must labour to carry outthe divine com-
mission, to *° preach the guspel to every creature.”

The past winter has been the most unfavourable I have ever known to the
holding of our meetings, espécially in this county. The open winter has
brought thaws, rains, storms, and dark nights, at the very best periods of the
moon, and of the winter. The elections, general and local, have been so
frequent, and so many of our best workers (at least of the men)are such
ardent patriots, that, not unfreguently, we found politics sadly in our way;
and were it not that our ever faithful friends, the ladies, were still true to
their high mission, we would have often suffered in both funds and
meetings.

The contributions have been delayed, in many cases, beyond all previous

experience, but all have been received, except from Drayton and Rothsay—
which, 1 am sure, will not be found wanting in the prosecution of this great
work.
I have nothing special to note vegarding the old Branches, but the
two new ones, Palmerston and Clifford, which have this year got fairly to
work, have done well, and give promise of taking a prominen place in the
Bible army. West Puslinch is for the present dead, but East Puslinch has
again taken the old place she so nobly filled in previous years, and will, I
trust, be more fruitful than ever.

This must be my last year in the agency. Much as I love the work, its
further prosecution on my part is, for the present, impossible ; but my love
for it, I am sure, can never grow weak. It is delightful to have our yearly
intercourse with the noble and heart-strengthening band who carry forward
this work ; the pleasure of encouraging and advising wi+l. the friends is one
long to be remembered. And to one who loves his country, it is refreshing to
see Canada still the strongest colonial ally of the great parent at Lome.
Canada is stretching her strong young arms over the finest part of this noble
continent, and those who love gur country best, will labour mest to help in
this Bible work which sends such precious streams of life to the ends of the
earth, and returns laden with such rich blessings to ourselves.

I am, Gentlemen,
. Yours very truly,
W. S. Baur,
dgent.

Guelph, April 10th, 1874.
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Prtisly wnd Foreigw,

‘“ The Annual Meeting of the British and Foreign Bible Society was held
on Wednesday, May the 6th, at BExeter Hall, which was filled. The chair
was taken ab eleven o’clock by the President, the Earl of Shaftesbury, and on
the platform were—

* The Earl of Chichester, the Bal of Harrowby, the Bishop of Gloucester
and Bristol, the Bishop of Ripon, the Bishop of Vietoria, Bishop Ryan,
Bishop Anderson, Bishop Harris, (from the American Bible Society), the
Hon. A. Kinnaird, M.P., the Dean of Chester, the Hon. and Rev. Lord
Wriothesley Russell, Siv John Kennaway, the Rev. Lord Dynevor, Rev.
Narayan Sheshadri, Canon Carus, Canon Clayton, Canon Wilkinson, Rev.
W. O. Purton, Rev. Dr. Moffatt, Rev. W. Arthar, Rev. John Stoughton,
Mr. Joseph Hoare, (Treasurer) Mr. Mark Stewart, M.P., Rev. J. W. Reeve,
Rev. C. J. Glyn, Rev. Canon Battersby, Rev. —. Christopher, Rev. George
Lea, Rev. J. C. Harrison, Hon. H. Noel, Hon. Capt. Maude, Capt. Little-
hales, Sir F. Lycett, Messrs. J Pownall, G. Moore, R. B. Braithwaite, J.
Kemp Welsh, T. F. Buxton, J. Finch, R. Freeman, &ec.

An abstract of the Anunual Report was read by one of the Secretaries, the
Rev. S. B. Bergne.

¢‘The Earl of Shaftesbury, who was cordially greeted, said : Ladies and
gentlemen, for twenty years, on this day, I have taken this chair un twenty
succegsive anuniversaries, and you canunot, therefore, I am sure, expect that I
should be able to say to you anything very new or refreshing.  And, indeed,
if I had the power I would not exercise it now, because there is a long list of
speakers before me, a large proportion of whom have never addressed you
before, and among them I see the name of one admirable and excellent
friend, the great Bralmin, from Hindostan. I will only congratulate you
on vne point. This great Society has now reached its threescore years and
ten, and yet it stands out like old Moses, its ¢ eye not dim, nor its natural
force abated.” Now look to this one fact. Your Report records that this
Suciety alone has issued already close upon eighty iwuillions of copiesof the
Holy Scriptures, showing that if there be ten readers to each copy, the whole
human race being caleulated at eight hundred millions, each person might
wow have a copy in its own possession. I see thit by the efforts of the
kindred societies, no less than 120 milion copies of the Bible have been
issued, which again multiplied by ten would give 1,200 wmillions of people
acvess to the reading of the Word of God. This is a subject for deep and
holy thankfulness ; and I can only pray God—and you will join with me in
the humble and hearty supplication—that if this Society be permitted to
complete its centenary, it shall be fonnd, not worn nor wearied, but acting in
the spirit of God, as lively, as vigorous, as holy, and as true as it is at this
present hour at which I have the honour to address you. Ihave no more to
say, and Iwill call upon the Lord Bishop of Ripun to move the first resolu-
tion.

“The First resvlution, which referred to the adoption of the Report, was
woved by the Lord Bishop of Ripon, who, in the course of hisaddress, said :—
* I look upon this Society as the handmaid of all that is good and useful both
at home and abroad. ‘There is a universality and a catholicity about it
which, I think, claims in behalf of this Society the support of all those who
desire the spread of the Redeemer’s kingdom on earth and the trivmph of
God’s truth over every form of exrror by which that truth may be assailed.
The Report to which we have just listened is full of encouragement. ltis a
vast encouragement in these days of strife and contentivn, and evror and
superstition, to find that this Society is holding on its way, year by year,
attracting to itself a larger measure of support, and accomplishing in greater
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measure the objects for which it was originally framed. [ think in the times
through which we are passing there is a growing necessity for greater union
among all who love the Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel of Christ, like the
material cross on which the Redeemer died, stands between two thieves, and
those two thieves are Popery on the one hand and Infidelity upon the other.
Against these two giant errors the Bible is the only invincible weapon with
which we can saccessfully contend against superstition on the one side or
rationalism on the other; and 1 rejoice that throughout the whole of that
Report there was such a thorough Protestant ring.  Again and again we were
reminded how this Society does circulate the Word of God in the fuli belief
that, before the march of that Word, error and Popery cannot stand.”

The Dean of Chester seconded the motion, from whose speech we select
the following :—

¢“In this country, of the five languages spoken in our island, I believe the
Holy Seriptures are to be obtained 1n three of them, only from this Society.
If we turn to foreign Missions, 1 believe that nearly twenty of these transla-
tions which the two great Church of England Missionary Societies employ,
could not be found at all unless it were for the efforts of the British and
Foreign Bible Society. Hence, it is a most obvious act of justice, as well as
of gratitude, that Church of England clergymen should stand here and urge
the claims of this Society upon the ‘generous and large support of the whole
commumty.” .

Speaking of the chief agents of the Old Cafholic movement, with whom,
““on the continent ” he became acquainted, he says : ** I never was brought
in contact with 2 body of men who struck me as pussessed of so much intel-
lectual and moral force as these leaders of the Old Catholic movement,
Une of them, Von Schultze, who for three years has been recognized
as the fittest chairman of the Congress, on one occasion alluded to his
own early education. He belongs to the higher ranks of suciety, is emi-
nent as a writer on jurisprudence, and has had large experience as a judee.
He said he was educated religiously, and he did not say a word to imply that
his teacliers were not men of high character. But he said—‘Though I was
several years in one school, and several in another, 1 never in either had a
lesron in the Bible, and never did I sce in the hands of any of these, my
eminent teachers, a copy of the New Testament in its original language.””

The Rev. Wm. Axrthur supported the resolution. His address concluded
with the inquiry to Eungland— Hhat is further committed to thy trust :—
‘“The message, the glad tidings. Every one remembers, thai event in
the history of the old times when news reached Athens of the fall of Mity-
lene, and in a fit of madness the Athenians decided that every man in Mity-
lene should be put to death, and sent off’ a swift galley to carry the command.
But they repented in the night, and next day sent off another galley, in ovder
that the people might be spared. The gospel of their salvation was comeitted
to that commander. He had to race for the bare life, but he was in time,
and the people were saved. England ! England ! Itis committed to thy
trust for India, for Africa, and for many another land. May God give thee
grace to discharge it.”

‘The 2nd Resolution, expressive of thankfulness 1or ayear of great prospe-
rity, was moved by the Rev. 1. Charles Xdwards, who said :—** It was with
considerable hesitation and diffidence that I consented to come uj from
‘Wales to appear, though but for a few minutes, at thismeeting. However,
if anything could inspire me with contidence it weuld te the thought that we
are met to advocate the claims of a Society to which my couni.y owes more
than to any other human institution. The two men to whor.. Wales is most

indebted for whatever iutellectual greatness and moral worth it may now -
possess are, Bishop Morgan and Mr. Charles ; to Bishop Morgan for the first |

translation of the Bible into Welsh, and to Mr. Charles, who first gave life
to the operatiors of the Bible Society in Wales. These men devoted the
energies of their lives to the task of bringing the Bible within the reach of |




e - i se e

BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER. 85

the people of Wales. The direct result of their self-denying labours is, that
the Bible is the book and the veligion of Wales. ‘The Bible is the inspiration
of our aweetest poets ; the Bible, and the Bible alone, is the Gospel of our
most powerful preachers ; the Bible is the criterion by which our best thinkers
test every principle and system of morality ; the Bible is the standard of our
language, and reading the Bible at home and in Sunday-schools is the na-
tional habit of our people, from the little child to the old man of eighty.”

The Rev. R. W. Forrest seconded the resolution. From his address we
make the following selection :—*¢‘ We must not forget that our first wonder-
ful translation of the Bible into the vernacular tongue came to us from the
Continent, from the fair banks of the Rhine, although the translator was an
Englishman, a man of whom it has been said that he never suited himself to
the humour of the hour, that he never courted the favour of the great, and
thathe never compromised one jot or iota of God’s truth, a man to whom Eng-
land ought to have erccted one of her proudest monuments—I mean William
Tyndale. In his work wefind the first faint beginning of this Society, the
first utterance of a voice which has been sounding in our ears ever since, and
the frst kindling of a fire which has gone on burning with intensity, and
which, by God’s blessing, shall never be extinguished. Here we have in this
illustrious example an instance of individual effort, of what one man could
do by labour and self-denying endeavour.”

The Rev. Narayan Sheshadri, a Hindoo, supported the resolution. His
interesting account of the blessings attending the distribution of the Scrip-
tures in India, was most gratifying and encouraging.

Other resolutions followed, which were sustained by eloquent addresses.
After which cne of the most interesting anniversary services of this great
Society was brought to a close, the beunediction having been pronounced by
the Rev. C. Jackson, one of the secretaries of the Society.

*THE ANNUAL SERMON on behalf of the Society was preached on Tuesday
afternoon, the 5th of Muy, to a large congregation, under the dome of St.
Paul’s Cathedral, by the Lord Bishop of London, from the words, ¢ The leaves
of the tree were for the healing of the nations.’—Rev. xxii. 2. After dwell-
ing upon the inseparable connexion which existed between the Old and the
New Testaments, and the historically-proved value of the Gospel merely as
a great civilizing agency, the Right Revereud Preacher claimed for the Bible
that it was the tree of life, to heal the nations, the universal remedy for all
the spiritual as well as temporal evils to which human nature is liable. The
consciousness of sin, inherent in man, his need of a Mediator, and the feel-
ing in the 1wind of fallen man of the want of a Deity whom he could in some
measure imitate, all these difficulties were solved in the Bible, in whose
leaves there was healing for all the throbbing wants of human nature. 1In
concluding an earnest appeal for support, the Bishop said that if the panacea
for all the moral and spintual evils of the human race is the Bible, how noble
was the work of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and how nobly was it
carried on! It was a work in which every good Christian should rejoice to
be allowed to take a part.” )

Pscellancons.

THE WRITTEN WORD WITHOUT THE LIVING TEACHER.

Having heard the Rev. Egerton R. Young, missionary from the North
West, relate one of the most remarkable and interesting events connected
with the distribution of God’s Holy Word among a savage tribe, I requested
him to furnish me with an accurate and detailed account of the wonderful
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history of the Book, as verbally and briefly narrated by him. This he kindly
consented to do. The following excellent and comprehensive narrative from
his pen, will not fail to make a deeper impression on all who read it, as to the
divine authority and efficacy of God’s written Word. Mr. Young’s letter
also pays a just tribute to that noble and unsectarian institution, the British
and Foreign Bible Society, by whom the missionaries of the churches in all
lands are aided with grants of Scriptures for distribution among their
people.

My Drear Sir,—Before returning to my distant mission field in the Hud-
son Bay Territory, I desire to express in this way the very many obliga.
tions which we, the missivnaries in that vast country are under, and the very
great assistance we bave received from the noble and genercus British and
Foreign Bible Suciety. For the last six years I have laboured almost entirely
among the Cree Indians. Through the untiring energy and inventive skill
of one of the early Wesleran missionaries, the Rev. James Evans, the Syl-
labic characters were invented fur that people. By theaid of these characters
an ]izxtcnigexlt Indian can learn to read the Word of God in a couple of
weeks.

The first editions of the Gospels and of some other portions of the New
Testament were printed at the Wesleyan Mission at Norway House. How-
ever, as their facilities for prinfing at this little Indian village were very
limited, the British and Foreign Bible Society very kindly and generously
cae to the rescue, and for the last few years all the Indians desiring Bibles
and Testuments have been furnished them without money and without
price.

The benefits resulting from the invention of these Syllabic characters, aud
of having abundance of copies of the sacred volune printed in them, cannot
be fully estimated.

Hundreds of the poor red men of those vast dreary forests and prairics,
are reading in their own tongue *f the wonderful works of God.” Permit
me to give you one incident which is but a specimen of many that might be
put upon record : -

I was sitting in my study cne day, reading, when the door was noiselessly
opened, and 2 few Indians entered the room. I at ance observed, as I aruse
te speak to them, that they were strangers. After a little conversation with
them I interrogated them as to the object of their visit. ¢ Missionary,” said
they, * we have come from a far-off land to sce you, and we want you tn
go and visit us, and explain to us the Word of Ged.” 1 xeplied, ** 1 am
pleased to sve you, and should like to go, but where do you live.” * Qur
home? they replied, *is firfteen adghts away.” Thisis the Indian mode of
estimating distances, meaning that they had travelled sixteen days, sleeping
on the river banks or rocks fifteen time

I answered, ““I am delighted to see Indians from such a distunt place, but
what put this desire into your hearts to see the missionary?” Their answer
was this, *“ We have the Word of God in our wigwams and hundreds of us
can read it, but we want you to come and explain it fo us.”’ I answered.
“yousay you can read the Goed Bouk; did you ever have a missionary amung
you.” * Ne,” they replied. “Then you have had a teacher 27 “ No.” “Why
how is this? ” I asked, getting very much interested.  *° How then did you
lcarn to read?” Their answer 1s worth remembering, °¢ Missionary,”
they continued, “The hunting-grounds of your Indians and ours adjein,
and when we would be out in the woods hunting the wild animals, some-
times when the days were bad for hunting we would go and visit your
Clristiun Indians. We found that they always had with them their Bibles
or Testaments. They taught us the Syllabic characters, and how te read,
and then when we returned io our own peuvple we taught uthers, and they
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taught others, until now our whole band can read the Word of God, and
when we carried our furs in boats down tu York Factory on the Hudson Buy,
we found at the Mission House there as many Bibles as we required for vur
people. Come Missionary and visit us and explain this Gued Book to us.
We reud it, but we do not understand. It is lik2 2 musical instrument, there
are sweet sounds but we cannot read it aright.)

Since these Indians visited me I have met with several persons from that
lonely interior village, and they have fully substantinted this fact, that
these Indians in hundreds, are reading the werd of God. They have lost
all faith in their Paganism. The conjurer’s tent is deserted, the medicine-
man has lost his power over them. the Bible is highly prized, and the mis-
sionary is welcomed with rapturcus ielight.

With kindest regards, believe me,

Yours faithfully,

EcerTuN R. YoUxs.
Toronto, Feb. 28th., 1874.

MOHAMMEDANISM NOT FROM THE BIBLE BUT FROM THE
TALMTUD.

Mohammedanism, which so long has held eontrol over so large a portion of
the eastern world, is of Jewish nativity; having sprung, not indeed from the
Bible, but from the Talmud. At the time of Mohammed’s carcer, the Jews
were seattered over most of Arabia, where they were recognized as the scholars
and texchers of the country, one of Mohammed’s relatives being a professor
of Talmudic learniny. )

This is the secret of its origin.  This solves the problem how, in the midst
of general polytheism, Mohammed could have conceived of the purest mono-
theism the world has known except from the Holy Neriptures ; maintaining
petsistently for 1,200 years, in the midst of prevailing n.nd degraded idolatry,
even at the point of the swurd, the great doctrine of the wuity und spirituality
of the Gudhead. ~

The other secret of its wonderful prevalence and control in Southern Asia
i aseribed to ite joining to this behef in the unity of God the other great
dactrine of the brotherhond awd rguality of man.  The Limdon critic says :—
“ We believe that this is and was the secret of Islam ; the charm which made
its thenlogy take hold ; that the key-note of its success was, the absolute
equality hefore God, and therefure before man, which was taught as dogma
by Mohammed, and which has so lived and penaeated Islamism that, to this
hour, no distinction of birth, caste, or wealth has thu slightest real influence
many Mohammedan country.”

The religzion of the false prophet ic destined to be overthrown ; but its two
cardinal docirines may prepare its adherents to receive the blessed truths of
the Saviour, who taught his followers that supreme love to God and equal
love to man were the two great commmandments on which “* hung all the law
and the prophets.”

STUDY THE BIBLE.

Whatever rusts in your house, let it not be the Sword of the Spirit ; what-
ever gathers dust, let it not be your Bible, for a finger to write there that
awful word ¢ damnation.” Leave the wonders of creativn to be studied till
you have got a new heart, 11l you are “* created anew in Jesus Christ, vnto
good works,” and trausfigured into His holy image, you undergo a greater
change than the worm which, no longer crawling on the ground to feed n
garbagze, comes forth from its shell a form of beauty, to fiy abroad in the
;mmy air, and drink their juices as it flits on happy wings from flower o

ower.

— R
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I am not saying that God may not be known through His works. Paul
himself asserts He may. ¢ The invisible things of Him from the creation of
the world are clearly seen,” says the Apostle, ‘“being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead.” Yet to know
Him as a God to save, and not unwilling to smile ; as slow to anger, but
swift to forgive ; as resolved to punish, yet ready to pardon ; as hating sin,
yet loving the sinner ; as just, yet the justifier of all such as believe in His
Son, I must turn my eyes to Jesus—on Him who said, * He that hath
seen me, hath scen the Father.’ Secular knowledge enters mnot into
the Huly of Hdlies, nor carries me further within the precincts of the temple
than its outer court. I despise not the lights of science, but to eyes on which
the tilm of death isthickening they burn dim as the candles of the dying
chamber ; their rays have no power to seatter the darkuess there, or light
our fect in the dread valley we have all o travel.

Give me the light that, when candles wax dim, and I can neither see the
face nor hear the vuice of friends, shall shine on life’s last dark hour, and
guide my lonely steps to the door of our Father’s house, to the open pertals
of those blessed mansions where they know as they are known, and there is
no more need of created lights—of the light of the sun, or the licht of the
moen, fur God snd the Lamb are the light thereof. What matters it that
you have no learning, if you have learned the way of life ; that you never
rise to fame, if your foot is on the ladder t! at scales the skies ; that your
brow is never crewned with fading laarels, if ¢ by patient continuance in
well doing,” yor win the crown of life 7 A simple, saving faith in Jesus,
such as the very poorest and most ignorant may attain to, is of greater price
than all * Greek and Roman lore’—Sunday Magyazine.

THE BIBLE.

As the oak, perfect and entire, is in the acorn that buries itsell in the snil,
and expands and extends an ever-perfect life, 1ill it becomes the gigan.ic
menarch of the forest, so the entire Gospel of redemption was in that germi-
nal premise concerning the “seed of the woman,” which, buried in the clods
of a wasted Eden, shot, forth its life parallel with the growth of humanity.
Now it appears as the tender twig of promise to Enoch ard Noah ; now the
vigorous sapling of the faith of Alwaham ; now the refreshing shade tree
leating out in the glerivus ritual of Moses ; now the well-known nilot’s sigmal
tree that gnides the course of David and Isaiah ; now putting rorth its blus-
som of plenteous promise ia the gosyel of Juhn the Baptist ; and new bear-
ing the rich harvest of ripe {ruit, in the preaching of the apostles under the
nunistration of the Spirit.  Thus, through all the ages, and in all the “divers
manners” of its communication, it is one and the same Gospel, embodying
the same great truths in its various stages of development.—Ntuart Robinson.

THE FORCE OF TRUTH.

A gentleman was ence asked in company what led him to embrace the
truths of the Gospel, which formerly he was krown to have neglected and
despised.  He said @ My call and conversion to God my Saviour, were
produced by very singular means: A person put into my hands Paine’s Jgr
of Reason.  1read it with attention, and was much struck with the strong
and ridiculous representations he made of many passages in the Bible. I
confess, to my shame, I had never read the Bible through ; but from what
I remember to have heard at church, and aceidentally en other accasions, I
could not persuade myself that Paine’s report was quite exact, or that the
Bible was quite so absurd as he represented it. I resulved, therefore, that]
weld rend the Bible regularly throuvh, and compare the passages when I
had deme sn, that I might give the Bible fair play. I accordingly set myself
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to the tagk, and, as I advanced, I was struck with the majesty which spoke,
the awfulness of the truths contained in it, and the strung evidence of its
Divine origin, which increased with every page, so that 1 finished my inquiry
with the fullest satisfaction of the truth as’it is in Jesus, and my heart was
penetrated with a sense of obligation 1 had never felt before. I resolved

therefore to take the sacred word for my guide, and to be a faithful follower
of the Son of God.”

THE KING AND THE SCOTCH COQK.

The Earl of Rochester being in company with King Charles I, his qneen,
chaplain, and some ministers of state, after they had been discoursing on
business, the king suddenly exclaimed, ¢ Let our thoughts be unbended from
the cares of state, aud give us a generous glass of wine, that cheereth, as the
Seripture saith, both God and man.” The queen, hearing this, modestly
said she thought there could be no such text in the Bible ; and that the iden
was little less than blasphemy. The king replied he was not prepared to
turn to the chapter and verse ; but was sure he had met it in his Scripture
reading. The chaplain was applied o, and he was of the same opinion as
the guezn.

Rochester, suspecting the king to be right, and being no friend to the
deray, slipped out of the roem, to inquire among the servants fur a Bible.
The servants named David, the Scoteh cook, who, they said, alwaiys carried
a Bible about him. David being called, recollected the fext, and where to
find it. Rochester told David to be in waiting, and returned to the king.

The text was still the topic of eomversation.  Rochester proposed to call in
David, who, he said, was well acquainted with the Scriptures. David was
called, and being asked the questivn, produced his Bible and read the text;
it was from the parable of the trees of the wond going forth to appoint a king
aver them—Judges 9: 13. ¢ And the vine said unto them, should I leave my
wine which cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted over the trees 2”
The king smiled, the queen asked pardon. Rachegter asked the ductor of
divinity if he could interpret the text now it wes produced ! The chaplain
was mute; the earl therefore applied to David fur the exposition. The
cook immediately replied, ¢ How nmch wine cheereth a man,” (looking
Rechester full in the face), “ your lordship knoweth 37 (no doubt David had
seen him fou’—tipsy—or daft, as we say in Scotland, often;) “and, that it
cheereth God—I beg leave to say, that under the Old Testament dispensation
there were meat offerings and drink offerings ; the latter consisted of wine,
which was typical of the blood of the Mediator, which, by a metaphor, was
said to cheer God, as he was well pleased in the way of salvation that he had
appointed ; whereby his justice was satistied, his law fulfilled, his mercy
reiymed, his grace triumphed, all his perfections harmenized, the sinner was
saved, and God in Christ glorified.”

Bible Society Herorder.

TOROXTO, 15Te MAY, 1874.

THE QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE Boarp oF DirEcTORS was held in the
Board Reom, on Tuesday, the 14th April, beginning at 7.30 p.m., the Bon. G.
W. Allan, President of the Society, in the chair. The religious exercises
were ennducted by the Rev. Lachlin Taylor, D.D.. V. P. Reports from
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agents and from colporteurs were presented. The gratuities for March
amounted to $46 04, and were sanctioned. A grant of Seriptures for use in
the Home for Incurables was made. A grant of Secriptures for the use of
Indians in British Columbia was made to the Rev. Mr. Crosby, Wesleyan
Missionary, who is about returning to that country. The venerable Bishop
Richardson, upon whom has devolved the task of distributing the prizes to the
City Public Schools, from the Ketchum Bequest, stated he was assurel
that a large amount of good had resulted from their annual distribution. The
meeting was brought to a close about @ o’clock, prayer having been offered
by Bishop Richardson.

On Friday evening, April 24th, AN ADJOURNED MEETING of the Board was
held to receive draft of Annual Report, and appoint Officers and Direc-
tors for the ensuing year. Meeting commenced at 7.30 o’clock, A. T. Mc-
Cord, Bsq., V. P., presiding. The Permanent Secretary read a psalm and
offered prayer. The draft of Report was read by the Secretary. On motion
of Dr. Green, seconded by Dr. C. B. Hall, it was adopted. The President,
Lreasurer, and Senior Honorary Secretary were re-appointed. - George

Hague, Esq., Junior Honorary Secretary, having resigned, it was moved by

Dr. Geikie, secconded by the Rev. Dr. Green, *‘That the grateful thanks of
this Board be tendered to George Hague, Esq., who, owing to other pressing
engagements, now retires from the office of Junior Honorary Secretary.
Mr. Hague, by his extensive knowledge and experience, has rendered the
Society eminent services, and the Board desires, while regretting his retire-
ment, to record its high appreciation of these services.” It was moved by
J. George Hodgins, LL.D., Honorary Secretary, and seconded by J. F. Lash,

Esq. : “ That in consideration of the valuable services rendered to this Soci-

ety by Georze Bague, Esg., the Board has pleasure in recommending the

enrolling of his name among the number of its Vice-Presidents.” On motien ! :
of Jumes Foster, Esq., seconded by Alex. Christie, Esq., the Rev. John Potts '

was elected a Vice-President of the Society. Dr. Geikie moved, seconded by
the Rev. Dr. Taylor, *“ That the Rev. J. M. Cameron be nominated as Junier

Honorary Secretary in room of Mr. Hague resigned.” It was moved by the

Rev. W. H. Poole, seconded by the Rev. Anson Green, D.D., “That J.F.
Lash, Esq., be appointed Minute Secretary.” Al the foregoing resolutions
were adopted by the Board.

dppuintment of Directors.—According to the constitution of the Society only

fifteen of the twenty Directors are eligible for re-election. Fourteen of these
so eligible were re-clected.  Mr. Lash was also eligible, but he having been
appointed Minute Secretary, it became necessary to elect six new Directors. « |
The following gentlemen were chosen :—Messrs. F. W. Kingstone, Rolt. ' Ji8
Baldwin, H. E. Clarke, W. T. Mason, R. W. Laird, and Robt. Walker :

Grants of Scriptures in the Italian Janguage were made for the use of Italian

immigrants, who are now working on the Credit Valley R. R., near Miltwn. '




BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER. 91

The following gentlemen were elected Life Members of the Society :—Dr.
McQuesten, R. M. Wanzer, Esq., and W. Powis, Esq., of Hamilton. After
an interesting discussion on the subject, an unanimous approval of the Pro-
visional or Non-Permanent Ageney system was expressed. This system will
be continved. Messrs. Kerr and Anderson, Accountants, were again appointed
to zudit the books of the Society. After prayer by the Rev. Dr, Taylor, the
meeting was brought to a close at 9.50 o’clock.

TaE First MEETING OF THE NEW BoarD oF Direcroms took place on
Tuesday, the 19th inst., commencing at 7.30 p.m. Alexander Christie, Esqg.,
Director, in the chair. The Rev. J. M. Cameron, Honorary Secretary, read
a portion of Scripture, and the Rev. W. H. Poole led in prayer. The
minutes of the last meeting of the Board, and of the ‘ proceedings of the
Thirty-fourth Annual General Meeting,” of the Society, which was held in
Knox Church, Toronto, on Wednesday evening, the 6th inst., and which was
largely attended, were presented by the Senior Honorary Secretary and con-
firmed. A large ‘ Committee on Agency” was appointed. The duties of
ilds committee are important. The increase in the number of Branches to be
visited, and the recent action of the Board, by which ‘¢ not more than twenty-
five Branches ” shall be assigned to any agent, will call for au increase in the
agency staff. The Committee will report to the Board from time to time the
result of their correspondence and consultations on the general features of
the work, and of applications for employment as agents of the Society. All
appuintments of agents are made by the Board, but the particular ficld of
labour for each agent is to be assigned by the Committee.

The gratuities for the month of April, which amounted to §53.42, were

confirmed. This meeting closed at 11 o’clock with prayer, by the Rev. Dr.
Green.

AxnvarL SErmMON.—The Annual Sermon in behalf of the Society was
preached on Sunday evening, the 3rd inst., in the Bond Street Baptist Church,
to a large congregation, by the Rev, Dr. Castle, the pastor of the church, from
the words :—*‘ We have also a more sure word of prophesy : whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place” (2
Peter, 1., 19.) The discourse was one of great ability, and eminently fitted
to accomplish the object for which it was delivered. We deeply regret that

| a3 the reverend preacher could not be prevailed upen to furnish us with a

copy of his sermon, we cannot present it in these pages fur the edification of
our numerous readers.

—_——

STUDY THE BIBLE.

1t is an urgent motive to study a book with expectant mind when men
ike Origen, and so many kindred minds, have found in its theology the key-
Tote of all harmonies, divine and human, and the open entrauce to the
knowledge and fruition of God.—Sears.
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Dr. ABSTRACT OF TREASURER'S ACCOUNT, U. C. BIZLE '
1873, ' 3 ots. $ cts.
April 1.... To Bulanco from pr ewnus ycar—-Treasmers ...... 1823 67
1874, ”  Depositary’s.. 8 93
March 31 —_— 1,832 50
» Cash sales this year.....ccceevivvcmunirenrenncennn. 1732 45
" Sundry Accounts ................ ool 1491 92

» (‘olporteurs, for sales 1298 95

» Auxiliariesand Branches, on Purchase Account] 7205 22
» Do do on Recorder Account.| 149 47
“ Proceeds of Salvage from Steamer ‘“‘Adalia”| 493 60
—_— 12,471 61

» Free Contributions from Auxiliaries & Branches
to U. C Bxb(lie Society

10,257 68
» Legacies to 78 48

» Cxty Subseriptions......eeeiecveiins i 1363 86
” Collection at Anniversary Meetmb, 187.3 ...... 159 60
” Interest on Bapk Balances...... ..ccceeenneeenn| 158 44
» Rent in Trust for Sunday Schools .. 127 00
—_— 12,145 08
» Free Contributions irom Auxiliaries & Pranches
for British aiid foreign Bible Society 7319 06

» Do for Montreal Auxihary ... ..ccciiiceinnais 1 163 50
” Do for ¥rench Canadian Missicnary Society 92 55

7,575 11

» Grant from B. & F. B. Society towards Ex- 1
penses of Agency, £200 8tg...... ccocvvecrieenrrriorvnennn. ar
$34,902 15

The above Abstract of Treasurer's Statement has been audited and found
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© SOCIETY, FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31sr, 1874. R,

1874. $ cts. $ cts
March 31.{By British and Foreign Bible Society, for Bibles
(including Ocvan Freight, pre-paid) .........| 916 0L
” Duties paid on DIuportations ............... 412 55
” Inland Freizht and Cartage .. Gl 88
» American Bible Society, for Tndi 17 47
» U, C. Tract Society, for Bibles .. 179 54
7 TDRSUTANCE cereiveraaeeioees ceeens vereerieserasessnnnen oone 97 25
|— 9,874 70
” B. & F. B. 8., Free Cont. from Branchv.s 7319 06
» Do Granted by Board 3188 88
? Quebee Auxiliary, do do .eeevieenn 500 00
» Montreal Auxiliary, from Bl.mche% vee ceeeee} 163 50
» French Canadian Miss. Soc, do do............ 93 00
» Kingston Auxiliary, do do. ......... 4 45
11,268 89
» Investment in City Debentures (Ketchum
Bequest) cooueiecieeeiienne creeeneereeeesaereeeses o serisanaane 589 00
? Temporary Agents. Salaies and Bxpenses ...f.cocecenn. 3,582 8
» Permanent Sceretary, Salary (including Ex-
PENSES) ceerevanns cevrera vennieseneannsanasesnnnssanns 1,650 00
” Depositary, proportion of salary .................. 550 00
? Assistant do do do  eiceierriniiees 450 Q0
” Junior Assistants do Ao cieeeeiiriiinenn 271 23 .
1 1,271 23
» Colporteurs’ Salaries and Expenses..... coceeoeeidiiereniienaens 1,489 42
2 Recorder Printing .....c.ceaviiieinenieneensenenncnns 853 57
P Do PoStIZEe  ceiiieniiiireenine i ineneenes 137 90
~ - 991 47
> Printing Account, Miscellaneous........c......... 239 21
» (ommission on (Aty Subscriptions ........ee..... 152 55
» Municipal Taxes... 129 65
» Ground Rent . 63 00
” Fuel, Gas and Wal 57 47
? POSERZES e vereearerene §9 42
» Expense of Audit (1873). . 25 00
» Expense of Anniversary M o 58 06
» Stationery and Petty Ioxpenses......c.ooovveeenee. 20Wa
1,041 77
” Balance to next year—Treasurer.....coeeeeee.n. 3119 74
* Do do Depositary .ooovveeennene. 23 08
 — 3,142 82
234,902 15

~ to correspond with the same, and with the books of the Society.
) KEeRr & ANDERSOY,

4 ud tors.
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SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS FROM BRANCHES FOR THE YEAR ENDING
31st MARCH, 1874.

On pur- Free
chase  contri- Total.
account. butions,
Ainleyville fees $23 00 $23 00
Alberton ., $52 52 00
Allenford ... « 1700 17 00
Ancaster o....... 52 92 52 U2
Ancaster, East. 55 23 55 23
Armow ....... 1287 1933 3220
Arran .......... 3592 114 038 150 00
Aurora ...l 3762 5171 8933
Avening....... 23 04 33 04
Baltimore e 600 60 00 66 00
Barrie.. . 43 18 43 18
B'l}f‘cld cerens veens 56 60 56 GY
Beachville.. e 3200 3200
Beamsville ... .. « heese. T80 450 1230
Beaverton.......... 1868 2000 3368
Belgrave ........ 40 76 40 76
Belhaven ....... 362 362
Belleville ..... 113 26 200 00 313 26
Dell Ewart .. 16 95 16 95
Berlin..... 46 10 4619
Bertie. 20 51 20 51
Bervie .. 700 695 1395
Bethany........... 10 48 40 00 59 48
Beverley ....... . 109 89 109 89
Binbrook ......... 75 00 75 00
Blairton........... 10 00 25 10
Bluevale ......ouvnee. 10 00 20 00
Blyth coovanna... 4915 4915
Bobceaygeon ..... 21 46
Bolsover ... .. 100 800
° Bolton ........ 30 00 3278
Bond Head .... . 114 00 121 00
Bowmnnville [ 63 20 140 20
Bracebridge .. wee v 1000 2022 3022
Bradford . 23 80 23 80
Brampton (2 yeam) ..... 39 21 264 24 303 45
Bravtford .. ... 270 01 1250 00 1520 01
Brldgc\\atx:r . . 375 37
Brivhton .. 17046 711 2415
Brooklin 580 2800 3380
Bruccﬁcld &2 60 52 60
Burford . 73 60 73 60
Caistor .. W00 417 1417
Caistorville .. . 40 32 40 32
Caledonia .. . 103 05 103 05
Cameron .. .. 718 100 813
Caln])he]lt‘nrd ceee 60 00 GO 00
Campbeliville .......... 2510 2510
Campden .............. 6540 65 40
Canifton ... .ooe.. .o, 700 17 00
Cannington, ...... 16 20 16 20
Cartwright . 2909 3650 30490
Castleton .............. 1500 1500 3000
Cavanville.. 2370 2370
. Cayugn 704 5693 6397
* Centreville 639 639
Charleston . 1250 1250 2500
Cheapside .. 25 54 25 54
Cheltenham 2 a0 290
Cherrvwond 23 42 23 42
Chesterficld 113 63 113 63
Chippawa .... 25 3374 3623
(‘hrcmom, 100 €0 100 00
Qlifford . 29 52 50 00
Clifton .. 50 S
Clinton .. 57 35
Cobovonk ... 8 40 17 51
Cobourg:. ...... 219 51 280 45
Colborne .... 16 33 24 06
Cnldsprmgs 78 30 78 30
Columbus . 60 00 74 44
Cookstown ... 21 98 21 98
Copetown .es 42 55 4255
Cornabus .......o.eun. 10 00 20 54

On pur- Free
chuse contri- Total,
acccunt. bations,

Crediton ... wees ST3 70 $73 7y
Cromarty .. wees 977 8250 1227
Culloden ..ooiiiiveiees 69 62 Y 52
Cumminsville .... . 3135 5580 715
Dalston ..., .... . 400 4w
Demorestville .. 5656 56
Derry, West.... 156 4090 4245
Downie .......... 20 29
Drayton.. . 150 6000 5135
Drumbo.. o 1182 2000 31w
Drmmandulle cereeeee 3699 100 U0 136 Yy
Duffin’s Creek .. e 216 4693 9w
Dumbarton ............ B 00 H6 0
Dundas .....oinnen 6 54 110 00 145 54
Dungannon ...... 1625 1336 2961
Dunnville.......... 450 7500 795
Dunsford .......... 850 Sy
Durham....... .. 2000 20w
Eden Mills. . . 500 3000 35w
Egmondville 2400 24w
Elimnville . 1480 2500 59w
Elmira ... 66 35 66 33
Elora covieeveoceneaeees 21 34 220 00 241 8¢
Embro ....ciiiiieann. 174 71 174 11
Enniskillen veseareeness 2206 17 22 401
Eramosa . 117 00 117 w
Erin ..... 6l 43 61 43
htob:wkc, Sout.h 95 07 5507
Eugenia.. teeeeseees 1800 18 0
Exeter ceieeecees.. G084 8031 M1 TS
Fenella ... 2 54 254
Fenelon F.xlls 60 76 60 7§
Fergus . .. 30 00 200 00 2300
Flwhcrwu . 415 1043 148
Fouthill......... 12562 2800 40 &
Fordwich . ... 2481 848 3327
Foxboro’ .. . eevee s 452 1142 159
Fullarton ........eo00ee 1100 90 00 101 00
Galt..... 2478 215 00 23978
Garafraxa . 1200 30 00 9200
Georgetow 110 00 110 ¢y
Glanford . 50 00 50w
Glenallan .. 1781 2400 41
Glenville oo veiiiiaann. 100 100
Gaderich vovveeieienen., 105 08 pUER I
GOITIC vievvevenaneeee.s 20684 2600 5258
Grafton ..eevevennsansas 260 100 00 102 6y
Grcenbnnk tereeseeess. 1500 1000 235 u
Greenwood ceevvvevene.. 1558 2500 4038
Grimshy .ooevieviainns 56 00 56 (0
Guelph ....o.ouiiieien.. 43 23 500 00 543 23
Hagersville ............ 390 3w
Haliburton ............. 067 067
Hamilton ......coec.... 330 14 708 34 10338 43
Hampton .ooveeiiennnns I800 13w
Hanover «o.o.vuvvne one 44 HH
Harrington ............ 33938 53 03
Harriston .. .oooeevennse 1370 1870
Hastings .. 1S 4000 58
Hawkesv 16903 2374 4072
Hespeler . 2219 2500 4710
Hillsburgh 438 4000 4
Hollin...coo.vvvveeneees 276 4300 4570
Hope ... 4200 20
Horning’s Ml]]> .......... 100 100
Tngersall o..ooooiieeiiee 8713 200 00 297 1B
Innerkip .. [P 4143 4183
Ivanhoe .... 20 00 337 I
Janetville .. . .. 260 4160 44
Jarvis.. ... . 1706 170
Jerseyville «..eiiiennns 3346 3346
chne........... 21 76 2176
Kendal coeoeveenieean, 847 1477 2324
Keswick aud i Nedina .. . 1560 13 &
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On pur-
chuse
account.
Kincarding ......o...0.0 $68 01
Kinlough . ceee

Kintore . 190 96
Kirkfield 20 78
Kirkton . 24 72
Lakelet .. 2 16
Lakeside .

Laskey ...

Leskard.. 21 32
Lindsay cooveiennanannas 61 29
Listowell o 2312
Little Briwm . . 200
Lloydtown .. .. 3023
Londesboro’ . . 716
Lensdale ... “
Lucknow . 2150
Lynden ... .
Lynedoch . eeee 1872
Madoe.. ... ceee S0 00
Malton ... . 3 00
Manchester

Manilla ..... 22 89
Markham . 17 45
Murmora, . 700
Meaford. 5 00
Melrose .. .

Milverton . 10 00
Millbank .. 10 $2
Millbrook . 25 00
Nilton ... 36 62
Minden ... 6 00
.\Iinesing PO 3321
Mitchell.. 23 87
Moirs, .. 37 00
Monu Ct,mr«. 2 31
Mouo Milly . 14 40
Mount Albert . . 21 91
Mount Forest .......... 2782
Mt. Pleasant (Cavan).. ..

Mt. Pleasant (Brant).. ..
Naim.......... P
Nanticvke ..

Nagance. . .

Napanee Mills

Nassagaweya .. 11 92
Nelson Middle Ro:ul .

Newbridge .. 703
Newhur,:h .- .17 49
Neweastle .. .o coievl .. 2685

New Durham ..........
Newmarhet .oovveni... 120 21
Newtonville veve o veenes
New Westminster

NidfarR..coiei e e eeiee. 500
Norland .. .ovvviiiieie.. 951
North Douro «eeve oen.. 58 71
North Pelham ..
North Sy duxham .......
Norval ooiiviinenee.. 975
Norwich .. eee
Oakville (z ycars) ceee 6240
O.xl\\\uud e
Onmemee. . cereeneees 36 40
Oneida, .,
(’nm.uxllc PR 50 00
rillia.. 30 00
Qrono. 1 50
Oshawa ... . 36 9
Otterville .., .23 92
Qwen Sound.. ovve.eres
Oxford E&St eee seamsaan
Painswick oo vevevann ..
Paiddey o.iiiaiaiienn.. 2378
Palml.rston veereceesies 43 40
Ly O P
Pcnctan'rulalu.ne veeees. 19090
Percy .. ceee W70
Pctcrboro (2 3can) ...... §0 55
Picto oo 100 OU

Free

contri- Total,
butions.
$60 00 S116 91

31 20
15 00

48 00
54 00

75 00
67 60
11 69
50 00
60 00
2 00
60 29
20 21
48 00
13 ov
52 00
54 95
42 55

On pur- Freo
chase  contri- Total.
account. butions,

Pinkerton .......o00e0.. S26 42 $10 00 $30 42
31 20| Port Colhorne .. 730 2000 2739
19 96 } Port Dathousie. 20 00 20 00
35 78 | Port Dover 24 72 45 92 70 ¢4
24 72| Port Elein. 84 10 81 10
2 16 ; Purt Hope 77 44 302 74 380 18
48 00 | Port Perry . 24 52 24 52
54 00 | Port Robinson.. 5 67 5 67
21 32§ Prince Albort . 65 60 65 60
136 29! Prince Arthurs Landmg. 14 39 14 39
00 72 { Princetown. . 48 00 48 00
13 69 { Puslinch East . .. 6175 6176
80 23 | Queenston.. . 1093 241 13 34
67 16 ; Richmond Hill.. ... ... 33 26 100 00 138 26
2 00 Robhn....... e ees 10 60 10 60
81 70 | Ruckwood ..... ........ 16 44 6V 00 76 44
20 21 ! Ronaldsay «..ovevinnnnns 1374 1374
66 72 | Rosemont .. .. . 2000 070 2070
43 00 { Rousseau ...... . 043 0 43
55 00 : Rothsay.. . 4779 47 79
54 95" St Aniv's .. . 20 00 20 00
65 44 1 St. (,uthnrm(,s .. 8§200 300 00 352 00
58 22| St. George ... .. . 63 50 63 50
13 00 | St. Helen’s . 231 20 21 20
49 77 | St. Mary’s ... 30 00 80 0
22 63 | St. Thomas 175 00 175 00
34 32 1 St. William's 24 10 24 10
36 78 i Searboro’ 111 00 111 00
108 00 | Schomberg . 26 00 26 00
200 62 | Scotland . 19 20 19 2
18 00 § Seaforth (’ )ezu\) . 157 u1 157 81
53 21} Qc’)nng\ xllo ceeees 114 89 114 89
GG ’ti'S(,lb‘ 1809 15 09
37 00§ b-.ll\uk P 5 B () 11 70
57 10 i Qhakespca'c. .. 6068 3710 4378
44 75 Shannon\'lllc .. 530 530
63 36 Himeoe .iieeiiiiiana 100 00 100 Ov
27 82 Qnuth\lllcs 11 00 11 00
30 n ' Sonya.. ceeseeness 14 46 14 46
2200 . .\outhampwn ceereiaese 1400 14 00
45 (0 South Cayuga . . 2644 12680 153 24
50 50 , South \Ioua.ohan 112 0 112 00
116 31 ; Strhing .. cooveeinininee 2700 27 00
798 Stouffville.... .. .. .. 2483 24 83
77 92 ' Stratford .. .. 350 02 350 O¢
41 00 . Strectsville . 40 00 40 GL
7 03 ' Sutton .. . 37 37
29 81 ' Tamwort . 3851 1200 50 51
58 59 ) Teeswater .. .. 34 53 50 00 84 5%
44 00 ! Thornbury ............ 6076 169 6245
129 21 | Thornton .. ............ 1000 10 (0
60 00 { Thorold ................ 40 00 100 VO 140 00
60 00 { Thurlow .. o ooneeeeon.. 800 300
45 00 ’I'llsunburf R L X 74 42
9 51| Tiverton ....coeevvveeee TO8 3280 4073
128 71 | Tottenham.oeveveieeense 1990 1015 30 05
15 55 { Trenton......ooeeveen.. 1897 37 85 58 82
40 O Tro\\hndgu cirereseiees 966 2000 29866
89 75 | Tweed . veeeece.. 1100 400 1590
83 56 | Tyrone . . eeeeee 30085 30 55
196 36 U\hndq«,.. cetencascans® 7415 1415
12 73 | Victoria (Ont.).......... 1215 2020 3235
46 40, Vittoria .. _............ 358 3200 4258
70 00 { Walkerton.......o.oen.. 166 90 3 05 159 95
61 11 { Wamsaw ........ 11on 1100
150 00 | Washington .. 4180 4000 31 80
61 50 | Waterdown 229 5000 7296
$2 &8 | Waterford 3 90 3 00
39 92 | Waverley 3500 3500
70 00 | Welland.. teeeeeess 1560 1190 27 50
24 00 Wellandport. ............ 6 84 6 84
7 63 | Wellington Squere.. 500 5000 &500
81 78 | West Uadlington........ 2685 2385
43 40 | West EsSa.eeeceaenennen 1348 1343
150 00 | Whitby ... S7 69
35 13 | Whitevalo. 11 14
59 79 | Wiarton... 2 63
477 61 | Wingham. 23 90
100 00| Winona ..., ........ 3600 3310
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Un pur- Free Ou pur-  Free
chase contri- Total. chase contri- Total
account. butions. account. butions.,
Winterbourne ... 37 18 $54 40 263 64| York . weies cee. ST 20 22000 27 %
Woodbridge ... 7978 73 73| York Churr.h PR .. 3300 83 ®
Woudstoek .. .. $3 00 160 00 106 00 | Yorkville ........ 40 65 77 35 118 G

N

WO0AVilE sevennrennene 785 3000 37 85| Zion ..... ... 3000 30 &
From Branches of Londun dwxiliary - (Free Contributions.)

Aberarder .......cevueen 1 80 \mbournc—(becurdor £60 00
Adelade .. .. 30 00 Mersen coiiiiiiniiiannn 6 65
i 15 00 Morpeth,. hr eeeen 39 65
Gy 00 Mosz.. ceee teseeaes 70 G0
16 7 North Pl\'mpton 7 00
3 ¢ 40 00 Parkhill 30 00
Birkhall ......coiiinen 53 30 Petrolia . 30 95
Bothwell .. . 50 00 Port Burw . 12 50
Brouke . . 130 Ridgretown ..... 16 61
Chatham... J’ 50) 156 17 Sarnit.. .. ... 20 00
Culduster—(Recor er ¢ 64 Southwold.. 25 00
Corunna ..... . - 2N Sparta . .. 13 00
Crinan ....... 25 00 Strathburn . 53 00
Delaware ..... 27 00 Thorndale.... . 33 50
Dorchester Station .. 16 58 i Tilbury East.... 9 63
Dresden . R 3 62 | Tilbury West . ees 13 53
East Westminster . 75 00 Vienn......... 25 00
Forest.. 71 34 W allw‘churg.. 23 50
Harwich. . 45 00 Wardsville . 13 52
Kings\'illc . 14 84 Warwiek . [& 00) 36 24
Kintyre ... 23 00 ! Williams East--(!‘ecorder 90 00
Komoka.. . 25 00 ; Windsor. 7575

Lambeth.. [1 u) 10 00 Legacy of the Tate Mrs,

London, N.We(Recor der 56 00 § Young, T ronto, per A.
LIcGllllvrm West..f1 50) 15 00 W, Luudur, Esq.. veeee 78 48

From London Auxiliary, on purchase account...$1033 91
“  Kingston duxiliary, do. do. . 400 00
o do, deu. donation..
. “  Branches of do. do.

dlpper Canada Bible Soctety Conmomications.

1. All Communications relating to the Bible Socicty Recorder to be ';ddressed to ¢“ The
Rev. JOHY (FEMLEY, Permanent Seer etary, Bible Society House, Toronto.”

2 All Reports, Lietters anl other ¢om nanications, from Branches, Agents, Colpor-
teurs, and other parties, relating to the Bible Society work, and desig rned for the Board
of Directors, or for the Seccetaries, to be addressed to ¢ Lne Secretaries of the Upper
Canada Bible Society,” ‘Voronto.

3. Allorders for Bibles and Testam:nts, and for Recorders, ete., and all remittances,
to be sent (the latter in registered letters, or by other safe conveyance) to  Mr.
Jouy Youxe, Bible Society D:.;)ouca,rv, 1u2 Yonge Street, Toronto.”

SpeciaL NOTICE To TREASURERs oF BRa NCHEs.—As the Bible Society year closes
on the 31st of March, and as the monvys received are immediately deposited in the
B.uili it }is desirable that all remittances sh ould reach Turonto not later than the 30th
of Marc

PRICE OF THE “ RECORDER.”

From ten copies upwards of the Bible Socicty Recorder are furnished gratuitously to
each of the Branches. Extra numbers are furnished at the following rates per an-
num :—Single copies, 20 cents; ten copies to one address, $1.50 ; over ten and under 50
copies, $13 per 100 ; any quantity over 50 copies, S12 per 100 ; in each case including
postage. '

Printen By HuNter, RoseE & Co., 86 anp 88 King Sr. WEest, ToroNTO.




