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THE GOOD OLD TIMES OF MASONRY.

[

Every now and then you meeb a
Prother who laments what he styles
the deoadence of Masonry. He de-
plores the fact that Masonry is not
now what it once was—in ‘‘the good
old times.” You might fancy that
thege *“good old times” were in the
remote past, in the pristine days
wwhen Masonry was young, & century
or g millenary ago; but, no, the ¢‘good
4imes” that are now na more were in
the earlier days of our pessimistio
brother's hfe. He pretenas to speak
whereof he knows, gnd to draw mere.
ly from his own experience. No
doubt he is honest, but he is certain-
1y mistaken. Distance always lends
enchantment to the view, and the
past is usuelly veiled in & tint couleur
de rose, It is a common mistake to
praise the past ab the expense of the
present. Masons are by no means
the only ones who fall into this error.
Tn Church and State th. 3 are those
who not infrequently become dis
eouraged at certain eeemingly nnto
ward events, and then imagine that
ovarything is going wrong, the world
i8 being turned upside down, and
that the ““golden age™ was in the
past, and will never be reprodaced.
‘We are convinced that in every such
instance—oivil, religious and Masonio,
the true ‘‘golden age™ is in the fu
ture, and that the presentis to be
preferred befors eny era that preced-
ed it, beecauee it 18 noarer to the cul-

minating period towards which eyents
are tending. Let us examine into
the Masonic aspects of this subject.
Some querulous old, or croasking
middle.aged, Freemason may tell
you that the same olass of men are
not in the fraternity now as formerly.
Then they were all of the best—the
Washingtons, Franklins, Marshall,
and De Witt Clintons of their time;
but now the fraternity is mixzed, aw-
folly mixed. They forget that Wash-
ington, Frauklin, and the large ma-
jority of the old worthies, when they
were alive, had their enemies and de-
tractors, as not a few eminent men
have to-day. It is only distance that
reénders them now immaculate to out
view. They were men of like pca-
siong with us, imperfeot as us, and if
they could look at us at the distance
that we look at them, they wonld
magnify vur virtues a8 we magnify
theirs. Depend upon it, the giffexr-
ence between men now and fifty or s
hundred years ago is not great, and
it is in favor of the present geners-
tion. All things are progressing, ad-
yanecing, improving; the intellect is
brightened, sducation is far more gen«
erally diffused, and in every respect
the world is growing wiser and better.
Almost every man you mest is o
Briareus. The inventive genius of
man has mestered the five old ele-
ments, and made them do his bidding.
Instead of being down in the hellow
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of a billow, we are on the orest of a
wave, that will carry us forward we
cannot tell how far. The Freema-
gong of to-day are in every respect
the peers of those of any generation
or era that preceded them, nay, they
are in advance of all who have gone
before. They know more, they do
more, and they will bequeath to those
who shall suceeed them. & richer
legacy of Masonic wealth. Our
charities are enlarged, and on every
radius of Masonic influence diverging
from the Craft's centre there are
. broad lines of light, and myriad

brethrer doing their ntmost to difiuse
it to their fellows.

We are told, again, that in “the
good old times” we had the “old
work,” the true work—not the mong-
vel, often-changed ritual of to-day.
You might suppose, to hear these
brethren descant upon this subject,
that they had in their early days the
very work that King Solomon himself
taught the Craft, that it had been
religiously preserved and imparted to
them then, and that since that time
it has been bartered away for & mess
of Masoniec pottage. What 2 differ-
ence the erossing of a ¢, or a dotting
of an ¢, makes to some brethren!
They and their preceptors were fault-
less; whatever they learned was truth,
and any departure from it is error.
For King Solomon’s sake let us hug
our so-oelled error. In many in-
stances the memories of those good
brethren are at fault, and what they
claim for fruth is only their own
variation of what wasoriginally taught
them. We are ready to assert, and
prove, thet the Masonic work of to-
day, especially in the juriedietion of
Pennsylvania, is a8 pure and good, if
not purer and better, than it was
twenty or forty, or sixty years ago.
It is pointed, fres from surplusage,
and conveys the primitive truths. of
Masonry in choice and impressive
language. We believe that we are
fiving neerer to the “golden age” of
our fraterniés then any of tho braoth.
ren preceding cs. Tho werk of the

Craft is at least as pure and gocd as
it qver wae; there are now living ag
trae,earnest, able Craftsmen as at any
preceding era in our history; and the
outlook for the future is more promis-
ing than ever before. Never let the
present be degraded in your view, for
it is yours to command; it is the gift
of the Supreme Architect to you;
Freemasonry is a heritage that yom
nesd only cherish as you ought,
to transmit to posterity nct merely
unimpaired, but advantaged by the
aser; and it is & fraternity as nearly
as may be, without spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thing.—Reystone.

LIETHOD AND MANNEB.

Method and manner are indispens-
ably necessary to the management of
lodge affairs. Masonry in the ab-
stract may be most deserving of com-
mendation, but it will rise or fall in
the jadgment of those who give close
serutiny to the insfibution according
to the way and manner of its actual
representation. Its principles re-
guire a systematio expression. There
must be & dae order of procedura
marked out for the administration of
its affair. Attention must be given
to details, that thus the best use may
be made of &ll its varied agencies for
the securing of desired results.

In every department of life men
profit by & wise method spplied to
the use of their strength and re-
sources, By this means they are en-
abled to accomplish a larger amount
of work, and that of better quality.
«Method,” said a distinguished king-
lish statesman, Lord Burleigh, ¢is
like packing things in a box; a good
packer will get in twice as many
thinge as s bad one.” When asked
how he managed to sccomplish go
much in his officiel career, his answer
was:— By attempting to do only one
thing st & time, and following order
and punctuslity in sverything.”

A plan is cagentiel to the conduwet-
ing of lodge afieirs, A mothodical
arrengeend will help to the bezt xe-
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gults. Order and systom applied
from beginning to end will secure a
lodge egaingt much unpleasant fric-
tion, while the adoption of wise rules
and & rigid adherence thereto will
most surely be found conducive to
the harmony of brethren and the pro-
motion of the general inferests.

The Master of a lodge is largely re-
apongible for the order or disorder—
the system or the want of system—
-that oharacterizes the organization
over which he presides. If heis not
2 man of method, as well as ability
and energy, ha will lot mabters dnifs,
or he will attend to them in a fitful,
haphazerd sort of way, snd brethren
will soon find that they can form no
-calonletions as to the order of pro-
.ceedings. Lacking in method he will
not arrange for business and work
with due regard for fitness of time
and place, but rather will he mix one
thing with another antil all is in in-
extricable confasion. A Master of
this stamp will neither begin or close
promptly; sometimes he will allow
business and work to drag, and again
he will drive everything through at
railroad speed. He will be indiffer-
ent to many things required in the
way of preparation and cervice; he
will exercise litlle wholesome con-
straint upon his subordinate officars;
and the result will be poor work, to-
gothor with & disorderly condition of
affairs that effectually bars the way
$o progress.

Masonry is an institution that re-
cognizes order as an inseparable ad-
junot to its own life and movements.
In no other organization are there so
mmany rules laid down, and so many
definite lines of activity end Limits.
tion run out.

Evidently there musct be method in
the unfolding of Masonry and the ap-
plieation of its principles gnd in the
porformance of the servirg it enjeins.
To understand the right method and
to prestice it requires much e and
thoaght, together with come good de-
oves of montal end moral ealighten-
geont, Upon the Maator resis tho

ohief responsibility, 2d we have eaid,
but the members of & lodge can them-
selves do much towerd ensuring en
orderly course of procedure. By
showing a disposition in favor of syz-
tem and order and punctuality, they
can perhaps stimulate the Master to
attend to that which otherwise he
would have neglected, and prevent
him from drawing the lodge into
those loose, careless ways, for which
1is has such manifest tendeneies.

And manner is no less important
than method. It is the manner of
exoonting a plan, of applying rules
and making expression of s defined
purpose, that goes far toward cloth-
ing the right method with practicak
efficiency. It is the way in which &
matter i bandled that often fixés its
significance. Grace will always com-
mend and Doorishness alwsys repel.
Awkwardness on the par} of a Master
of a lodge 18, to say the least, & mis~
fortune; but when there is not only
want of grace, but want of courtesy,
displayed by the incumbent of tha
Oriental ehair, the disagreeable man~
ner bacomes a just cause of offence,
besides being & very considerablo
barrier to lodga suceess.

«“Manner,” #ays - one writer, “iz
everything with some peopls, and
something with - everybody.,” It is
possible to over-rate its importanas,
go that the graceful way in whick
anything is done may obscare the
truth or the act. The law and the
prinoiple that are fundemental to Ma~
sonry count for vastly mere then the
mooner of their expression. Bat ths
manner of theirprosentation and en-
forceanant is likewise of consequence.
Prectically the manner of communi-
cation and direstion goes & great way
in detormining tho usefulacss of o
ledge end tho eomfort of its membesa.
If the Master and those who aro
prominent in the effeirs of the ergan-
ization ere courtesas and kindly in
their becring to each cther erd o
thair brothron gezerally, and 2§ the
sama time evines aa esrnest, ciraliyhi-
forword commen eenge way of spesch
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Qnd, actjon, they mll do mugh by king of gservige. But in the trans-

snoh a manper to illustrate thq true
character of Masonry, apd fo gain
halove and respect of their pgsociates.
In this way they will augment their
©own usefulness and that of the organ-
Fzation in which they have member-
ghip.—Freemason’s Reposttory.

PHYSICAL QUALIFICATIONS.

The physical qualifications of a
candidate for Masonry is a subject
£hat hag been muah disoussed by Ma-
sonic writers. While 2all agree to a
esriein extent, thera is & point where
many widely disagree. The trouble
seems to be to determine just how far
Grand Lodges have a right to legis-
iato upor the sgbject. All anthori-
#ies olass it as one of the landmarks
of Masonry, and all Grand Lodges,
w0 far as we are informed, so regard
it. The consfruction put upon it,
however, by all Grand Lodges is by
30 means the same. One can hard-
¥y take up & report of the proceedings
of any Grand Lodge without finding
the deocision of a Grand Master upon
thig subject. His decision, generally
approved by the Grand Lodge, be
otmes the law in that jurisdietion.
While some mainfain literelly the
ganoient charges requiring a candidate
tp be without blemish, others, nnder
$ho saving cleuse “that he mugt have
po maim gor defsct in his body that
sy render him incapable of learning
$he art,” put a more liberal construe-
$ion upon the law, and admit such as
gan comply with all the ceremonies
of Masonry., In this latler eclasg
qotably stands the Graund Liodge of
Indiana.

In Operative Masonry the ari to he
learned and the labor to bs perform-
ed required the best physical develop-
went. Regalations requiring men to
bo perfect'in all their parts were
wholesome and congistent, and their
epforcement was evidently for {.e
beut interegt of such an organization.
They would be equally so fo-day in
sp ipsfifotion requiring the same

formation "from Opérative to Speon-
lative’ Masonry, new designs bave
comé upon the irestleboard. Thé
work is 1o longer on timbers in the
mountains and stones in the quarries,.
nor does it require strong men to

perform it. ‘What Speculative’ Ma-

sonry tequires is braing more thah
muséle, mind and heart more than
fine physiqgue and brawny limbs. Im
a word, it is the internal aud not the
external qualifications of & man thdb
should recommend him worthy to be’
made a Mason. '
e gave expression to sentiments
similar to thesé recently in referring
to the ddcision of the Grand Master,
which was approved by the Grand
Lodge of Texas, that the loss of one-
half of the second middle finger must
prevent & man from becoming a Ma-
son. The editor of the Tezus Free-
mason endeavors to sustain the posi-
tion of his Grand Lodge by the ¢old
landmark” sargament that a single
change of & landmark, however slight
it may be, necessarily does away with
all landmarks. He tontends that if"
the Iaw is construed so os to admit &
man who has lost a part of one
finger, it must be constraed to admit
one who hes lost his right hand. B%
the same reasoning he might say tha
there i3 no difference between a can-
didate who has lost & toe nail and ofle
who haslost & leg. By the by, how
would it do to require the stewards to
look in the candidate’s mouth to be
sure that no tooth is missing?
" We have a high veneration for
landmarks. When in the right place
they are immovable, But they musf
stand the test of witnesses. If féh*’%
cannot be proved to be in the riglit
plage, they are moveable by propsr
aunthority. * Surveying was once onr
profession. We haye found man
established lpndmarks to be wrong,
a3 we vere able to prove by witnesses.
‘We had the authority to move them
info their proper place and did so.
Becansy an imcompetent surveyor
had planted astone in the wrong plade
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was no good regson why it should
foraver remain theré.

.. What are the landmarks of Specu-
Jative Masonry it is difficult to deter-
mine. Aathorities differ and wit-
nessos generally are obliteratod, It
may be necessary to, ran :i-aw ines
by skillful surveyors to settle contro-
versios. In this age of, the world
good common sense is the best Ma-
sonio law. A rule governing Opora-
tive Masonry many conturies ago
may be wholly inapplicable to Speou-
lative Masonry a$ the present time.
Each Grapd Lodge is the supreme
authority within its own jurisdiction.
Each one makes laws for the govern-
ment of the Craft of its obedience.
All are bound to observe the land.
marks of Masonry so far as they have
heen established beyond & reasonable
doubt. To do otherwise, as in the
instance of the Grand Orient. of
France, must necessarily place the
offenders without the pale of Masonio
xacognition. The Grand Lodge that
takes the most sensible and practical
position on any mooted point, like
the one we have been discussing, will
never be far from right.

There are handreds, perhaps thou-
-8ands, of good men at the present time
who are in every way qualified %o
make good Masons, but who are not
physically perfect in every respeoct.
The question is, shall they as a class
bo denied the privilege of bacoming
Mesons, or shall there be a dividing
line drawn, based upon the ability to
lJearn and practice all that can he re-
-quired of them &s Masons? We be-
liove the latter to be the most consis-
tent course, and one that does not
violate the spirit of any landmark.
There are many good Masons in this
‘Grand jurisdiction thatcamein under

" this constzuction of law. Masonry
a8 well as thess men has been bene-
fited, and no harm has been the re-
sult of their admission.—Masonic
Advocate,

We fully endorse the above, and,
a3 the boy says, “and more, too.”

If a brother can give and ozplain
the signs, it is suffcient. Brd.
Hughan declares that the physical
qualification test wag never regarded
85 5 landmark by the Grand Lodges
of England, Ireland and Scotland,
and the supreme Masonic goveining
bodies of continential Europe satisfy
themselves with the moral and not
the physical qualifications of the ¢ax~
didate.— [Ep. Crarrsaan.]

OLD MASONS AND YOUNG.

The fraternity of Freemasons is
composed of brethren of all ages, as
well as of all professions, ranks and
stations. A mun is never too young
to be made & Mason, and never tgo
old fo take delight in its ceremonies,
its principles, and its companionship.
It is even permissible for a Grand
Master, in the exercise of one of his
peculisr prerogstives, to make &
‘“youth under age” a Mason; but this
is an authority which is rarely exer-
oised, because the mneed for its exer-
cise does mno} often exist. Youths
under age like the immortsl Wash~
ington are fow, and as a consequence
those olassed with him by the exer-

.cise of this prerogative are propozr-

tionately few. No man of matare
agé has any right to be made & Mz~
son, and hence in évery instance im
vhich the honor is conferred it is of
favor, not of right; and if this be trze,
much less hes a youth under ago any
claim upon the Masonic fraternity.
In the matter of the reception of
initiates, the lodge is the most abgo-
Iute of republics, if we may be allow-
ed the expression, every member hav-
ing a vate, and any member being all
powerful to cause the rejection of any
applicant. The purpose of this reg-
ulation is to ensure harmony, as far
a8 posgible, by admitting no un-
worthy or distracting elements. It
is teken for granted that umo brothez
will out of mgro malice exelude any
applicant, and in this his conscienca
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is made his judge. The right to ex-
olude is absolute, and may not be
wbridged, criticized or denied.

In the masjority of lodges the pleas-
ing sight is witnessed of old and
young Freomasons sitting side by
side. Probably the larger namber of
active craftsmen are those who arein
the prime of life, whom we should
desoribe as middle-aged. They are
well qualified in every respeot for the
performance of all Masonic duties.
They are both wise as teachers and
okillfu!l as laborers. They can fill
any place or station in the lodge on
call. They are at once the brains
and the hands of the lodge. Fortun-
ate and prosperons is that Masonic
body which continuously retains this
olessof brethreninactive membership.
They are neither old nor young,
nmeither inexperienced nor forgetful of
their long experience, neither giddy-
headed nor pig-headed. They do not
know too much to learn nor toc little
to teach. They know just enough.
As the wise man said —“Give me
meither riches nor poverty,” so we
say in this oconnection, “Give us
neither youthk nor old age.”

oung men, however, have an im-
portant place, and exert & moulding
influence, in Masonry. They are the
wising men in our lodges. They re-
ceive the majority of the appoint-
ments for the subordinate places, and
4herein usunally manifest their ability
40 .ise higher. A lodge without
young men would bs an anomaly.
The young become middle-aged and
old, but the old car never become
woung. If a man be made a Mason
at eighty-four years of age (as was
Woltaire), he cannot expect to live
Zong to benefit either himself or the
Craft. Voltaire died three months
after his initiation. On the other
hand, if a man be made s Mason
when about twenty-one years of age,
he becomes after no long peried a
4rained and skiliful brother, and is &
Hife-long honor to the fraternity.
Make the cases of Washington and
Franklin, both of whom entered the

Craft in early life, and sopn familiar-
ized themselves with its lcarning antt
ritual, and aiterwards throughout
their long and eventful careers never-
forgot thy fraternity that brought
them to Magonio light, never ceased
to hald in honor its offices, many of
which they filled with the largest
credit to themselves, and to the end
of their days spoke in the loftiest
terms of Freomasonry as a soience, a.
cosmopolitan brotherhood; and an
active charity.

It needs not to be said that there
are old men in Freemasonry, for is
not the most familiar Masonio fact
we meet with the death of the ¢‘oldest
Mason,” some patriarch in the COraft,
who acquired all its honors, filled all
its stations, taug_. all its lessons, fal-
filled all its duties? Do you ask for
a samplg old Mason? We point you
to Bro. Sir Moses Montefiore, in
England, who at Margate has just
celebrated, with the felicitations of"
the Craft, the one hundredth anni-
versary of his birthday; and to Bro,
Christopher C. Graham, in America,
who at Louisville, Ky., has been per-
mitted by the Grand Architeot of the
Universe to attain a similar longevity.
Every old Freemason, tried and true,
is entitled to our warmest congratu--
lations and sincerest fraternal regard..
He is not only a Nestor in the world,.
but slso in Freemsasonry. He is a
type of Freemasonry itself, which has
seen dynasties rise and fall, genera-
tions born and die, monetary orisis.
come and go, while he and it remain.
not quite solitary =nd alone, but the
few among the many, mile-siones in
life which indicate the distance of the
remote past from the present, land-
marks which tower up to mark a
presence which ensures the nobility
and prosperity of the now, by repro-
ducing and continuing that of the-
sforetime.

‘We like to see & lodge uniting the
wisdom of seniors with the energy oft
juniors. It is most gratifying to see-
white hairs, gray hairs and hairs un~
turned, mantling the heads of breth-
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ren sitling together in unity in a Ma-
gonio lodge. It augurs well for the
Oraft. It not only ensures its pre-
cont well-being, but betokens its con-
tinued aotivity and stability. It gives
all the elements of strength., Breth-
ren, do not despise any representa-
tive of true Masonic cheracter. We
may not all typify Wiedom, but we
may, perhaps, Strength or Beauty.
The young Mason ordinarily is a type
of Beauty, the middle-aged of
Strength, the aged of Wisdom. All
have their place in the Masonic struc-
ture—not a perfect ashlar in which
oan be removed without marring the
symmaetry and perfection of the whole.
HKeystone.

B o smeemmamm

THE PILLAR OF BEAUTY.

There are three pillars which are
syrabolically said to snpport the
lodge—the Pillar of Wisdom, -the
Pillar of Strength, and the Pillar of
Beauty. This symbolism is not of
modern origin, is no part of the elab-
oration of receut ritualists, but was
familiar to the Operative Masons of
medisval times, and through them was
transmitted to the Freeand Accepted
Mesons of to-day, by whom it is pre-
gerved in all parts of the world equal-
iy by English, French and German
Masons. To the Gothis Cathedral
builders it was full of meaning; every
one of their edifices exemplifying
wisdom, strength and beauty. To
modern Freemsgsons this symbolism
has a double significance:—Wisdom,
yopresenting to them their ancient
QGrand Master, King Solomon ;
Strength, Hiram, King of Tyre; and
Beauty, Hiram, the “divine artist.”
Over all, Wisdom reigned suprems;
a8 in the later triad, of Faith, Hope,
and Charity; “the greatest of theseis
Charity.” A parsllel symbolisma be-
Yongs to the subordinate lodge, where
the Worshipiul Master xepresents
Wisdom ; the Senior Warden,
Strength; and the Janior Warden,
Beauty. These ofiicers ara material
ly and emphatically the supports of

the lodge, since without their aid,
and unless they are skillful and effi-
cient officers, every lodge must be
weak, and fail of snccess. We have
to oonsider now only the Junior Ward-
en—the Pillar of Beauty.

The time is drawing nigh when
new Pillars of Beauty will be set up
in many of our subordinate bodies,
and hence it is important that the
brethren who assume fo put these
columus in place, should comprehend
what qualities they ehould possess.
Firet of ali it is requisite to recollect,
that it will not be sufficient to have
Beauty alone characterize, symboli-
oally, the brother who shall be called
to the South—since, in every proba-
bility, he will subsequently be called
to the West and the East, it is quite
a8 important that he should possess
Wisdom aund Strength, as well a8
Beauty. Itis very well—nay, it is
requisite—that he should possess the
gualities which morally are analogus
to the beauty of the Corinthian col-
unn; butalso,inaddition, thestrength
of the Doric column, and the wizdom
of the Ionic column—which latter
combines the beauty of the Corinthian
with the strength of the Dorie. Im
other words, the Junior Warden
should possess, in repose, the qualities
for & competent Senior Warden and
'W. M., his oscupanacy of these higher
stations being, ordinarily, only a
matter of time, and shounld kis ability
be not meanwhile disproved, certain
to result. .

It is not too soon for the brethren
in the various subordinate bodies to
be viewing their membership with re-
ference to the selestion of & Pillar of
Beunty, The active membership,—
those who are the regular attendants,
—are best able to judge of the fitness
of the material offering, and they
should see to it that no brokea pillar
is erected, by the favoritism of strange
brethren, who oome, at mest, only
unce a year, or, perhaps, only once in
several years, in response to the earn-
est appealsof some ambitious brother,
of negative qualifications. ‘
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_Itis a good rule for every brothér
lay down for his own guidanca, to
remain unpledged until the night of
¢lection, Ordinarily,any brotherwho
asks another to pledge himself for
him is not worthy of support Hewho
feels that his merit speaks for him,
will not speak for himself, far
less exact & pledge from a friend.
How does any brother know that
there may not be some other ocandi-
date voted for who is even more inti-
mately his friend than the brother
who seeks his favor,and who possess-
€8 in larger degree the quslities that
go to form a Pillar of Beauty? To
gointo & Masonio body unpledged, al-
though it may be with prepossessions
in favor of a friend, is the proper at-
titade for every brother to assume.
Then he oan vote for the best candi-
date; then he can serve his lodge or
chapter first, and his friend next, or
select from among his personal friends
the oune who is best qualified to stand
in his lodge, first as a Corinthian
column, and subsequently as a Dorio
column, and an Joniccolumn. Never
forget that your candidate should pos-
sess Wisdom and Strength, as well
as Beauty.

Some Pillars of Beauty early ex-
hibit all of the characteristics of the
nobler pillars that stand in advance
of them. A few evenings ago we
were present in & lodge in this city in
which & Junior Warden not only
creditably, but very ably, conferred
the third degree. This Pillar of
Beauty was at the same time a Pillar
of Wisdom and Pillar of Strength;
and the oftener such qualities are con-
jointly exemplified,-the better it is for

" the welfare of the eraft. We alsore-
cently heard of one who is no pillar
at all, officially, but yet who, standing
in the place of the Pillar of Wisdom,
exhibited all of the gualifications of
the Pillar of Beauty. Suéh evidence
of ability is most praiseworthy, snd
should meet with prompt recdguition
and due reward,

All the work of Masgonry is import-

nt, and should be skillfully perform-

ed; but there is no work so importdant
as the-choico of Masonio officers. Iis
the republic of Masoury every broth-
er in good Masonio standing has &
vote, bat he should remember thet
while 4he oraft is a republic beforo
election, it is & monarchy after. Seo
to it that you do mnot place power
that is so nearly absolute, in tho
hands of any unworthy or incompe-
tent brother. What you do ir @&
night, it may take a year to undo.
‘What you do in haste you may re-
pent at leisure. Survey the whole
field, sorutinize the qualifications of
all the candidates, pledge yourself to
none, and when the night of election
comes, erect true Pillars of Wisdom,
Strength and Beauty in your Masonie
bodies.—Ieystone.

1 >
CHRISTIANITY IN MASCNRY.

“'NOT SHEPERDLESS.”

‘We have received a marked copy
of last year's Voice of Masonry, in
which, under “Not Shepherdless,” it
appears:—1. That ¢ Freemasonry is
& Trinity in unity, and every one of
its old manusoripts yet discovered
beging with the invocation to the
Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost.” (?) 2. That the nuambar
three being frequently used in Ma-
gonry, or “presented as & prominent
symbol which is to teach the supreme
idea of all ages, Trinity in urity.””
3. That the Trinity is composed of
Father, Spirit, and the Word, and
that “the positive assertion and be-
lief of Freemasonry are that ¢...God
created...;’ by His Spirit light came
...; by His Grand Architect, or Word,
sll things were made. 'Who the latter
is, the...great light in Freemasonry
clearly tells. He is Immanuel,
and consequently the True Shep-
herd."”

‘We must admit that to us this is
néw Masonie dootrine, and a sur-
prise.

“It follows then (says the Voice)
that Freemasonry declares the True
Shepherd in the Grand Architect of
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the Universe—or Word—and honors
Him as ‘the truno Light thot lighteth
ovory man that comsth into the
world.’”

Such dootrines, which we person-
olly indorse, would wholly destroy
the cosmopolitan idea of Masonry.

But hear the Voice again:—**...He
who hears and obeys the voice of Ma-
gonxy, also hears and obeys that of
the True Shepherd, and san be, and
is, a Chvistian. ...Bach [the church
end Masonry] recognizes the same
True Shepherd.”

‘We are dumbfounded that such an
-oxcellent magazine as the. Voics of
Masonry shonld deslare such a doe-
trine for the symbolie lodge!

Mesonry teaches & code of morals,
by symbols, which, if not sbeyed, the
Christian and the Jew are alike un-
faithful to their respective oreeds.
Yet the Masonic creed is ao more
nor less than:—1. Belief in God as
-the Great Architeot—Creator—of the
Univérse, which does not interfere
with the dogma of the Trinity, nor
with the Jews’ idea of God; for both
believe that God is the Creator of all
things, and the rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him. This trust
in God is the only pre-requisite in
metters of {aith that Masonry re-
quires, and which mast be avowed
on u postulant’s first entrance to the
lodge.

2. Belief in a future and eternal
life is foreibly taught in the Master's
Degree.

The triune manner of seeking and
bsing admitted to & lodge; the num-
bor of principal officers; the repeti-
tion of the number thres, or use of
the triangle, has no ¢<Unity in Trin-
ity” significance. It is esteemed a
sacred pumber. So is the number
seven, which Pythagorians considered
4 perfect number, and which is alsoa
sacred number in Masonic symbol-
ism. , ’

In the Ancient Mysteries, the three

. pillars (Wisdoin, Strength, and Bean-
1y,) represented the Triad of Deity.
If it is true that the lodge was first

known in the time of Solomon, an@
that he was an Hunglish scholar, we
may adopt the theory, or eall it coin-
cidence, that tho initialg of the He-
brew words for Wisdomm, Btrength,
and Beauty, will spell God, if read,
as Hebrews read, from right to left.
But even this does not prove the
Ohristians’ idea of Trinity.

The equilateral triangle may be
esteamed by the Christian as an em-
blem of the Trinity, as it has been
venerated by Pagans and Jews of an-
tiguity and of to-day, as a symbol of
Deity. If its equal sides suggests the
iden of Father, Son, and Spirit to
the Christian, they as forcibly refer
others to the great departments of
God's oreation:—Animal, vegetable,
and mineral; or the three attributes
of God:—Omuiscient, Omnipotence,
and Omnipresence.

Indeed, the figure is not usudin tho
lodge at all; elthough the right-angle
triangle is.

Masonry is not gectarian, but it is
religion if homage to Diety with mo-
ral precepts is religion. It cannod
take the place of the church to Jew
or Christian, because it is not secta~
rian, and does mot carry in ivs sym-
bolism enough of religion fo satisfy
the oravings of the human heart, un-
less we accept the popular idea of the
“Campbellite” (we beg pardon—
Christian) church, viz..—That the
Bible is the book of dootrine or
oreed, and take it as ¢‘the rule and
guide of faith” that each may inter-
preb for himself,

Since the above was in type, we
have received the October Poice of
Masonry, which suggests that:—If
the Masonic Home Journal will turis
to...the Toice of Masonry for April,
1888, it will find light...,” and thinks
it «is equally necessary for the en-
lightenment of the edit)r of the
Home Journal,” as for the anti-Ma-

sons for whom the article referred {o

was written. "

We le2ri something every day, and
too often forget it. We will ke glad
to learn from Bro. Brown, “ox any
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other man.” What we desire to say
is that symbolic Masonry does not
teach anything inconsistent with the
Christians’ faith, nor with the faith
of the Jews; and at the same time
that it does not teach the “Tri~ity in
Unity” as the Christians und. .isnd
it, Furthber, that it does not teach
that the Grand Architect is.Imman.
nel—God (Christ) with as.

And we confidently assert that ¢all
its (symbolic Masonry) old manu-
geripta yet discovered” teach no such
dootrine.

Templarism is called ¢the Christ-
ian Orders,” but Blue Masonry is not
Christian. It has but one creed: be-
Yief in God; and teaches the doc-
trine of tke resurrection.—Mas. Hume
Journal.

The Masonic Home Journal is so
clearly in the right, that it requires
no argument on our part to support
it in its present position. Freems-
gonry is universal. The Hindoo,
Parsee, Mohommedan, Deist and
Christian, can alike unite in prayer
around the Masonic altar to T. G. A.
O. T. U. and there, in truth and sin-
cerity, work upon the square.—Ed.

CRrAFTSMAN.

PREFERENCES.

A brother, formerly a resident of
New York, and an active member of
one of our lodges, moved to another
country, from which he writes us,
saying that he had visited & lodge in
his new location, and expresses un-
bounded savprise at finding our
methods of procedure entirely set
aside, and = formula of their own
adopted in its place. He mentions
wvarious particulars which, as a matter
of course, we can not re-produce in
£his place; but we may say that the
examination consisted prineipally in
exswining his diploma; that the al-
tar formed part of the Master's desk;
that the entire ceremonial was read
from a book; that the lodge was

opened and all business, including-
the ballot, transacted in the E. A.
Degree; that where s candidate was
rejected by eleven adverse votes, the-
Master ordered that its effect shcwld
continue for & corresponding number
of years; that a petition after having
been received and referred, was sl-
lowed to be withdrawa, aud others of
& more esoterio character.

We are not at all surprised, and
proceed to explain to our esteemed
correspondent that while the prinei-
ples of Freemasonry are everywhere:
the same, and the instructions to a
candidate in every country tend to
the same point, though each country
has its own idiosyncrasies and walks
in its path toward the end in view,
we cannot make our forms and our
laws of force beyond our own juris-
diction. We entertain no doubt that
if our brother were to go to England,
from whence &all our Masonry comes,.
ke would be equally surprised—nay,
oven shocked—by the difference in
their mode of conducting the cere-
mony of initiation, and he and others
may be assured that the real bond of
unity which is everywhere the same
is the legend of the Third Degree, al-
though even this .3 differently render-
ed, as one may ‘e by attending any
of our city lodgu., composed of breth-
ren of foreign nativity and working
in their own language. Nevertheless-
the result is absolutely the same.

Again, it has probably escaped the
notice of our correspondent, as it hag
that of many others, that, up to
1848 or 1849, not such a dreadful
while ago, the lodges in New York
were in the habit of transacting their
business in the degree of B. A., which
had besn their practice from time im-
memorial up to that date, and that
they mever thought of opening on
the Second or Third degrees, except
for performing the ceremony belong-
ing to each degree, respectively. That
lodges in other countries have not
thought proper to imitate our exam.
ple is & matter of their own concern,
as will be found by those who visit
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lodges on the continent of Europs,
or in Central and South America.

In many, if not all, the altar is
placed in the East, and the use of
written or printed ritnals is nearly
nniversal among them, our obligations
in that respect never having obtained
in those ccuntries.

‘We are of opinion that the placing
of our altar is an innovation, made
$o conform to our ritumal, which of
itself is an elongation of the practice
of the Fathers, and that while it suits
us and our habits of thought, must
mnot be held obligatory upon lodges in
other countries, the members of which
have not had the advantage of seeing
and studying our system, which, pro-
fessing to be the Ancient York Rite,
. 38 in reslity the modern or betier
«<American Rite,” not practiced else-
wvhere on the surface of the globe.

Finally, our correspondent asks if
the Grand Liodge of New York would
grant a warrant to & number of
brethren domiciled in the country in
which he 1is iocated, to which we
4rankly answer that it will not, hav-
ing quite sufficient to do in caring
for the interests of its seven hundred
and odd lodges at home, without any
entangling foreign alliances.—XN. Y.

Dispatch.

GRAND LODGE OF SCOTLAND,

A cireular, signed by the Earl of
Mar asod Kellie, as Grand Master
Mason of Scotland, is abont to be
issued to the Scottish Craft, wich the
view to the raising of funds towards
the formation of an extended scheme
<1 Soottish Masonioc benevolencs.
The appeal states that members of
Grand Liodge, believing that the time
heod arrived when the surplus revenue
of Grand Liodge, amounting to aboui
£1,700 anuually, might to a great ex-
tent be legitimately applied in the
promotion of the comfort snd well-
being of the distressed, brought the
matter under the consideration of
Graand Loage, with the result that &
spegial committes, appointed to eon-

sider the whole question, recommend-
ed that £10,000 should be raised be-
fore the extended acheme of benevo-
lence be commenced; and on the 7th
August Grand Lodge resolved thab
one-half of the free income of Grand
Lodge be annunally hauded over to
such extended scheme, There is, the
circular goes on to say, at the credi$
of the existing benévolent fund 2 sum
of about £6,400, but the revenue from
this amount of capital is insufficient
to mest even ordinary cases of urgent
temporary distress; and no surplus is
available whereby annuities to infirm
or aged brethren or their widows, or
for the education or maintenance of
their orphan children, can be provid-
ed. It is believed that the extended
scheme, on the lines indicated, will
be more accaptable to the Scottish
brethren at home and abroad, than
were schools and homes erected at
considerable cost, and with & heavy
annual expenditare.

It must be reasonably anticipated
that thronghout the Scottish Craft
only a brief period is likely to pass
ere the required £10,000 is raised,
and the interest of this sum, together
with one-half of the free income of
Grand Lodge above mentioned, will
suffice to give the scheme & fair start,.
and place it on & permanent founda-
tion. In this matter Grand Lodge
has & great and noble example set be-
fore it by the Craft in Englend. The
Grasd Lodge of England has not
only, like ourselves, a benevolent fund
to meet the requirements of what
may be termed casual indigence and
distress, but it has in addition two
charities on an extended scale, where-
in the orphar children of both sexes
of members of the Order are trained
and given s first-class education; and
it bas also an institation for ths
mainténance of aged and indigent
Freemasons and their widows. In
conuection with these three instita-
tions large and valuable buildings
have been erected, and several hun-
dreds of boys and girls are trained
and educated, and fitted to occupy
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responsible positions in le. The
Oraft in England raises annually vol-
untarily about £50,000 for the main-
tenance of these three imstitutions.
Witk such an example before the
Soottish Craft, the committee ask co-
operation in the matter, which they
-consider one of primary importance
to the well-being of the Order, and
add that the fund oreated will be ad-
ministered in proportion to the neces-
sities of the various districts of the
Grand Lodge of Scotland at home
.and abroad. ,

‘WHY SUCH OPPOSITION ?

The fact that throughout the Brit-
ish Empire, in the United States of
America, and elsewhere, so many
men in every graede of society who
are most vitally interested in con-
gerving, ameliorating and perpetuat-
ing what is most valusble and bene-
ficial in the present civil, social and
political order of things, are active
and prominent members of our Craft,
proves that our beneficent fraternity
is a thoroughly loyal institution.
The fact that so many of the adher-
ents, and leaders even, of so muny
religious creeds and derominations
belong to our ancient fraternity,
shows beyond question that Freema-
gonry is & most tolerant institution.
The fact that so many men of more
than ordinary ability and culture are
zZealous Freemasons, is proof that
there is much in and pertaining to
our fraternity, which is worthy of the
sttention of the best intellects. The
fact that so many good and pious
men are devoted Craftsraen, demon-
strates that in their opinion, and
from their experience, Freemasonry
ig an inetitution honming to God and
beneficial to man. The fact of its
time-immemorial age and world-wide
prevalence, shows that as o its moral
principles, its social order, its system
of jurisprudence and governancs, its
stability and permanencs, its eduoat-
ing influence, its adaptability to the
condition, needs and aspirations of a

freo and progressive people, its ha-
manizing efficasy, its non-proselytis-
ing and non-parfisgen character, its
praotical and all-comprehensive vel-
untary charity, and, in shoxt, its
raison d' etre and its modus vivends ¢t
operandi, sll show that it contaius
within itself the necessary and essen-
tial elements of & true universal bre-
therkood, destined to exist and pros-
per, world without end.

In view of all this, and much more
that might truthfully be stated, it is
one of the perverse problems of mis-
directed humanity which almost passes
claritable compreheasion, that in this
age the persecuting spirit of anii-
Masonry should exist in the mind or
heart of any tolerably enlightened in-
dividual, or be inculcated or practiced
by,any sensible, prudent men or body
of men. It is clearly the offspring
of a short-sighted and unendurable
intolerance, whose inevitablo reaa-
tion, even, will speedily and cerfainly
be to the detriment and discomfiture
of those cherishing, propagating and
practicing it. Freemasons, howevar,
stand in no awe, and have no fears of
the immediate or final outcome of
persecution iv any form or from any
source.— @, M. Grakam, of Quebzsc.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Tae Baroness Burdett-Coutts was,
on the 18th September, presented
with an illuminated address by Abbey
Lodge, No. 2080, for her kindness o
its couseoration. Her husband, W.
Bro. Burdett-Countts, is Worshipfal
Master of the same.

‘We understand that Dr. de Is
Granja, of Boston, has received a
charter from the Grand Lodge of
Spain, suthorizing him to work the
first three degrees of Masonry in
Massechusetts. Unless the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts repesls its
“partioular regulations,” at ifs next
session, it is more than probable thet
the result will be a schism of lamen%-
able proportions.—Ez.
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Iz is reported that at the last con-
vention of the Grand Liodge of Ohio,
the i "lpwing resolution, presented by
the G and Chaplain, R. W. Bro. L.
Van Cleve, wae adopted:—*¢ Resolved,
That it is the opinion of the Grand
Lodge of Ohio thet the traffic in in-
toxieating liquors, to be drank where
gold, is a Masonic offence, and shall
disqualify the offender for initiation
or affiliation in any Masonic lodge.”

Derrorasie.—The Scottish Rite
guarrel, now in progress, is deplo»-
sble. Really we ocannot see why
‘brethren will permit their ambition vo
drive into such disgraceful work.
Certainly such conduot is very un-
fraternal and dishonorable, and only
those who lose sight of Masonic bro-
therhood indulge in it. To those
{hus engaged we commend & feast of
brotherly love. After such indulg-
ence they will be astonished at their
past folly.—Voice of Masoury.

Ax the regulsr quarterly meeting
of the United Grand Lodge of Eng-
Tand, held on the 8rd inst., the Earl
of Carnarvon advocated the claims of
the English Liodges at Montreal, and
was, of course, supported by the
membera of that body. The Free-
wmason’s Chronicle thus alludes to the
subject:—The Quebec business, or
zather the sotion taken by H. R. H.
the Grand Master, in response to the
zude and peremptory sammons of the
Grand Master of Quebes, also met
vith the fate which must have been
anticipated. Itis far too heavy a sub-
jeot to deal with heye, but we think
w9 are justified in-déseribing the sam-
mons of the Grand Master of Quebec
as being in the first place an act of
gross impertinence, and-in fthe next
a3 being a most unscrupulous attempt
1o st aside an honorable arrangement
cheorfully entered into between Can-
cds and England in 1857, and to
tthich very many of the Quebec
Todges must necessarily have been s
party.” Aund the Liondon Freemason
says.—“We will oply add that the

dignified reply of Grand Lodgs,
throngh the Grand Master, will, we
hope, settle the matter, and convinee
the Quebec Masons that the Grand
Tiodge of England cannot give way to
un-Masonic menaces, or even vivlent
opposition to ths ancient and cosmo-
politan laws of Freemasonry.”

HUMORISMS.,

A fat head—the janitor.

With the dronkards, life is reel.

Acoustic properties—Ear trumpets.

A country seat—The milking.stooi.

An extension table—The multiplication
table.

1f thy neighbor offend thee, buy his boy
& drum.

The grandest verse ever composed—The
universe,

To what geological formation does rock
the cradle belong?

Something that always goes against the
grain—The reaper.

A pretty girl made several mashes last

\night—-on mosquitoes.

When ignorance is bliss it is folly to ask
the landlady what she puts in the hash.

There is one town in Connecticut that has
no fear of the measles. It’s Haddam

The increasing number of Jewish under-
gradutes is much remarked at Oxford.

Now is the time to getup a corner in coal.
The corner should be in the parlor grate.

“Won by a bave scratch!” as the hen ob-
served when she turned up the worm.

Large ears are said to denotc generosity.
The mule is very generous with his heels.

A man may say he has got the boss wife
without intimating that he is henpecked.

The little girl who called the ostrich the
bird with a bonvet tail, put it about right.

“Why, Tom! another holiday? “Yes,
papa. That's the reason Igo to that school.”

An Erie womau has robbed a hair store.
Like a pistol, she went off with a bang.

The first time you see two women kissing
cach other, just notice how quick they let
go.

The front steps are deserted now. The
season has passed when she stoops to con-
quer.

When a convict’s watch runs down it does
not necessarily follow that his time has ex-
pired

The hay fever sufferer is a devont indivi-
dual, becavse he is continually on his

sneeze.
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THE PEACEMAKER.
A Beal Beby From & Ohristmas Tree.
BY INEZ IRVING.

The church was full to overflowing,
the exuberant gludness of the season
bubbling over in merry speech, repar-
tee and laughter.

All ages were there, from Andrew
Highland, of eighty, on his crutches, to
goor Mrs. Carpenter’s six-months old

aby. Blue and gamet and crimson
«Tam O’Shanters™ glanced across the
aisles, or bobbed around in the pews
beside more staid, but scarcely less ex-
pectant Derby pokes and Gainsbor-
oughs, as all eyes were turned to the
flaring Christmas tree.

A ta]l, dark-bearded man, with rath-
er stately bearing, and a fair-faced old
lady with silvery hair, walked up the
aisle to one of the front side pews, fol-
lowed by the glances of a score of
bright eyes.

sThat's Mr. Foster, the jeweler,”
£lvira Baker whispered to her cousin
from Seaview.

“He looks terribly stern. What a
sweet old lady. Is she his mother?”

“No; that is Mrs. Moonlight. He
boards with her.”’

«Mr. Foster will have lots of pres-
ents, I reckon,” said stout, twelve-
year-old Tom Buxton, in & stage whis-
per, to his chum beside him. *TI know
of a dreadful handsome pair of slippers
that were worked for him. I tried
to match some of the worsted and
got my ears boxed for making a mis-
take.?

His sister Dells, the other side of him,
looked as if her fingers ached to repeat
the operation.

«Don’t Mr. Foster look handsome to-
night?’’ Hetty Draper said to Nellie
Ford.

«He’s bandsome enough, but he’s al-
together too haughty looking to suit
my taste,” Nellie returned.

etty’s heart beat more . quickly as
she thought of the dainty watch-case
she had fashioned for him, which,
wrapped in a pink tissue paper, was
now reposing among the fragrant
boughs of the Christmas tree.

The observed of girlish observers sat
anconscions of criticism.

He had yielded reluctantly to Mrs.
Moon%rht’s invitation to sccompan
her. His face was not in harmony wi
the scene. He was grave and oreoceu-

" Bright faces

ied. The merry Christmas greeungs
gounded to him like mockery.gr

He had come, a stranger, to Nor-
wood about a year ago and opened &
jeweler’s store. The yonung ladies be-
came interested in him speedily. Bright
eyes met his with soft, speaking glane-
es as they lingered over the cases of
jewels. Buthe was cold and wunap-
proachable. He refused all invitetions
out to formal tea-drinkings and even-
ing parties. Most of the aspirants for
his favor grew discouraged and called
him a cross old bachelor, though he
looked little over thirty.

Squire Blair called the noisy groups
to order as soon as he could hear his
own voice in the confusion. After
some preliminaries the Santa Claus of
thetoccasion began to drawl the names
which labelled the various presents.

“Mr. Wallace Foster!”

That gentleman arose and received
the pink parcel, which he unrolled and
passed over to Mrs. Moonlight for in-
spection.

The unlading of the tree went on.
ew brighter as their
na&mes ;vere ca. let;, t)levhﬂe sma]lbboys
and girls in gay clothing, capped by the
inevi%able “'%aga Q th:a.'?n;er,l2 ’ glagxced
along the aisles like humming  birds,
their hands full of treasures.

“Mr. Wallace Foster!” was again
called out.

He looked a trifle annoyed as he
stepped again to the tree.

«The slippers this time,” Della
thought, leaning forward breathlessly.
But Santa Claus lifted a long wicker
basket, with a blue covering, from &
bough and gave it to him.

«Handle with care!’ he said, Y>
as Mr. Foster took the basket with some
hesitation and went back toMrs. Moom-
light.

“What have you got now?’ she
?:‘l:{ed, bending forward with smiling
e,

“Something ﬁl{:?cious, Ishould think,*
he.said, as he lifted one corner of the
damt‘y;‘silk covering. .

In his astonishment he almost drop-
ped the basket, for the face of s sleep-
ing baby, framed in delicate lace, mes
his eyes.

. “Why, the darling!” said Mrs.}Moon-
light, as she drew down the quited silk
and soft flannel, and disclosed the lit-
tle hands clasped over the spotless em~
broidered robe.

Those nearest peeped, and in two
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minutes the contents of the basket was
telegraﬁhed to the remotest pews.
Mr. Foster was uneasy. Who had
%layed this practical joke upon him?

e felt himself the focus of all eyes.
The warm blood mantled his face.
Mrs. Moonlight pitied his embarrass-
ment.

Santa Claus proceeded more lively
than ever, but the interest was divided.
“Funny present to a bachelor and wo-
man-hater,”’ said Mrs. Roberts, the
milliner, the bill of the robin perched
Klﬁ‘on her bonnet pointing directly to

. Foster.
“Somebody wants to plague him—
he’s so0 queer and distant,” whispered
" Stropel, the merchant, to his ‘wife,
whose attention was divided between
Mr. Foster’s present and her own, a
silver basket heaped with grapes,
frosted cake and oranges in wax work.,

“Yes, the child belongs to some one
in the church, probably, who will soon
claim it,"” she returned.

‘‘Moses in the bullrushes!” shouted
little Seth Bumstead, inaking a hap-
hazard application of his = Sunday-
school lesson, as he craned bis neck for
a view, and subsided with a shamed
face at a sly shake by his mother.

Mrs. Moonlight drew the basket un-
der the shelter of her wings. Mr. Fos-
ter looked disturbed. He did not even
unroll the slippers when they were
handed to him.

The tree was empty; the crowd bhe-
gan to move towards the door. Butno
one claimed the baby.

Foster stood looking helplessly at
Mrs. Moonlight.

T will take care of it to-night; to-
morrow we shall see what can be done,”
she said.

They waited until the last of the
crowd were near the door, then passed
-out and walked down the street. Fos-
ter carried the basket, over which
Mrs. Moonlight had thrown a warm
shawl.

He looked st the sweet little face
with a softened, regretful expression,
then said good-night and retired from
Mrs. Moonlight's sitting-room to his
chamber, where a coal fire glowed in-
vitingly in the grate and soft, shaded
lamp-light showed the bright, warm
carpet and crimson window drapery.

In dressing-gown and slippers,before
the fire, he I?eli;into & reverie. He re-
called the heppy Christmas night, two
years ago, richly freighted with joy

snd love and hope, when :wa.rm, pas-

sionate heart beat v.ose to his and white
arms encircled his neck. He would
have laughed then at the prophecy of
his present desolation. He had beer
deprived of love, home, happiness. And
who was to blame? |

There was 2 low rap at tha door.
«Mrs. Moonlicht about the baby,” he
thought uneasily, as he opened it.

A tall, stately woman stood there.
The light showed a proud, pale, beaun-
tiful face, with dark, luminous eyes,
now misty with some strong emotion.

“Louise!”

“Wallace!”

She reached both hands towards him.
He drew her into the warmth and
brightness and shut the door.

The two stood looking into each oth-
er’s faces. Hers was irresistible in its
tenderness—in such contrast to the
pride and haughty defiance which had
marred its loveliness when he had last
seen her a year ago.

] have come, Wallace, to ask your
forgiveness for the past,” she said,
brokenly.

Another rap interrupted his answer,
and Mrs. Moonlight beamed upon them
with the child in~ her arms, his blue
eyes open 10 baby wonder.

“I had not the courage to face yom
slone,” she continued, taking the ehild
in her arms while he stood in speech-
less wonder, and Mrs. Moonlight retir-
ed silently; “so I sent our baby as a
Christmas present to prepare the way
for his mother.”

“QOur baby!’ he repeated.

“Yes, Wallace. He has your eyes.
Look at bim now, the darling. I
thought of you every time Ilooked into
their innocent depths. Will you not
forgive for his sake?”

The frozen fountains of affection in
his nature began to melt. His eyes
grew misty and tender. He had vowed
once he would never forgive her; but
who resist that repentant face suf-
fused with the tenderness of mother-
hood?

He drew both within the shelter of
his arms. :

“I was willful and unreasonable,”
she murmured, her head against his
breast.

“I was exacting and wunforgiving,’
he answered. <Forgive me, my wife,
my only love.”

“Does Mrs. Moonlight know all? he
asked, when they were seated side by
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side before the fire. :
¢Yes. I came and told her how

had left you in anger and I wanted to
return. _She urged me try this experi-
ment. I gave baby a harmless sleep-
ing draught to ensure quiet, Iwas in
the church with my face veiled, watch-
ing every movement of yours.”

I was hungerin} for your presence
hefore you came,” he confessed; ‘bus
I am afraid X should never have taken
the first step toward reconciliation.”

«Nor should I but for this little peace-
maker,’” she returned, kissing the small
mouth.

It was not the same home I had
left, a bride, when I returned to it,”
she continued; ‘1 missed you, though
24 first I would not own it to myself. I
wanted your love and sym%at y.”

So on this Christmas night, freighted
with so much of joy and hidden sorrow,
two out of the many hearts, divided by
cruel pride and misunderstanding,
were united by the strongest of human
ies, the mutual love for a little child.

-

HUMORISIS.

An uptown landlady calls a boarder
“Phanix,” because he riges from the hash-
es and flies.

Jenny—Why are old jokes called ches.
mats? Don't know unless itis because they
are bad-inage.

There are people malicious enough to say
that the rest which Jay Gould wants is the
rest of the railroads.

Hereafter the University of London will
confer anew degree to be known as the
*“Teacher's diploma.”

Littly Em'ly—No. There is no law in
‘the State that prevents an unmarried man
from having two husbands.

A little child of seven or eight said that
-when the Bible speaks of “chlidren’s
children” it must mean dolls.

The coming rage in hairis a soft and tend-
er red, like that of a tomato which has
grown old and lost usefalness. .

There is in lowa a young man who writes
poetry in his sleep. His case is hog:llzss un-
1ess some kind friend shall bind him hand
and foot.

#Qscar Wilde says he writes all his poems
on an empty stomach.” Oscar has evident-
1y borrowed some country editor's stomach
for a writing desk.

‘Wife—*John, our coachman must go!"—
“But why, my dear? Qur only daughter is
married.”—¢*Yes, but —Johun, 'm not so very
©ld myself, you know!”

Sambo, kin you tell me why dey inwaria-
bly take de pennies from de children at the
Sunday school?” ¢‘Course I kin. Dat is to
get de cents ob de meetin.'”

Anxious Inquirer—When you say thab
you have found the milk in the cocoanut, it
i8 merely another way of stating that yom
have got the facts in a nutshell.

An old maid in Nashville keeps s parrot
which swears, and a monkey which chews *
tobacco. She says, between the two, she
does’'nt miss a husband very much.

Miss Green, the English representative of
the bifucated-dress movement, said to an in-
terviewer: ‘“You know the reformers split
into two sections on the trousers question.”

A Swiss jeweler has invented a clock whih
needs winding but once in five years; but that
is'nt what the world wants this time o’ year.
Give us a coal stove that will shake itself,

Julip—Your poem entitled **One Sultry
Day"” is on ice, and will be kept till you
send for it. Try again. John ’F Raymond
never played Little Buttercup in “Babies in
the Woods.”

A Chicago man allowed a Chinaman to
run away with his wife. It is unknown
what terrible grudge he bore the Celestial,
but it is supposed John ironed his collar
the wrong side.

“How much did you say this was?” ¢Oh,
adollar and a half.” “That's a big price,
isn’t it?” ¢‘No, Iassure you. The drugs
are vesy costly.” “ButI am a druggistmy-
self ” *“Oh, you ars. Well—of course—15
cents.”

This month comes winter and sleigh-rides,
and pretty girls, and frozen kisses, and two
hands in one erd of the muff, and Sunday
school oyster stews, and colds in the head,
and mumps, and plumbers, and lots of nice
things.

“Why do you wear your beard mutton
chops?” +was asked a ccmmercial traveler by
afriezd. “Because,” was the philosophical
answer, “in the first place it hides my cheek
and in the second place it gives my chin full
play.”

An Irishman having been obliged to live
with his master some time in Scotland, when
he came back some of his companiocs asked
him how he liked Scotland. I will tell
you how,” said he. *I was sick all the
while I was there; and if I had lived there
till this time, I would have been dead a year
ago.!’

Alonzo Moor, of Cumberland, Pa., Put on
an old pairof summer trousers and found
the right pocket unusually heavy He put
in his hand and drew out a black snake
three feet long. Ladies who are in the habit
of going through their husband’s pockets
when ever they get a chance should make 2
note of this.
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A el

CHRISTMAS.

Once more the hallowed season of
joy and thanksgiving is upon us; once
more the bells ring forth their joyous
peal; once more the family re-union
takes place, and grey-haired grand-
parents tell their smiling grand-
children tales of bygone days. Allis
happiness,—all looks bright, as the
" Yule log crackles on the hearth and
laughter resounds, as soms coy maid-
en struggles beneath the mistletoe.
Christmas, indeed, is a season hal-
lowed by a thousand sacred memories,
revered for o thousand quaint tradi-
tions, and loved for its time-immemo-
rial church solemnities, and looked
forward to as the period of family love
and family hermony and family re-
union.

To the Christian Mason and soldier
of the Cross, it recalls to memory the
time when, at his mother’s knoe, he
first learnt to lisp the sacred name of
Jesus. It reminds him of his child-
hood's days. the wonderful revelations
then, in simple narrative, made plain
to him, of the birth of the boy in a
lowly stable; the life of the Man of
Sorrows, fecding the hungry, clothing
the nalked, healing the sick, raising
the dead; His death, that awful saeri-
fice of a dying God on the quivering
aspen upon the olive-clothed summit
of Calvary's Mount, surrounded by a
taunting priesthood, the unbelieving
Sadducee, the hypacritical Plarisee,
and a ribald soldiery, while on cither
side nailed on a cross, was an outeast,
a malefactor, a thief; the one scoffing,

the other believing; the Resurrection
on the third dey, His appearance to
His disciples, His rebuke fo the scoff-
ers, and finally the Saviow’s As-
cension to “Our Father which art
in heaven.”

The birth, life, death, resurrection
and ascension of the Immanuel, all
pass in view before us on Christmas
day, as we trace back those hallowed
seasons to our childhood's years, —
years now long past and gone, never
again to bs retraced or recalled, and
to-day, as we write, we remember we
are one year nearer to our God than
when we wrote our Christmas grees-
ing last year. Every Mason, on thig
day, sbould ask himself, ¢ Have I,
during the past year, been true to my
vows, faithful to my obligations? IXf
I have not been, how base and vile &
creature am I. How unfit to meet
my God!” The thought is an awful
one, and every brother should on this
hallowed day retire to his chamber,
and lay bare his heart to himself and
to his Maker who knoweth his inmost
secrets.

On this day, and at this season, the
wealthy Hiramite should render the
home of his poorer brother richer, by
generous gifts and Javish smiles. He
should go forth as the angel of old to
do good, to cheer, to comfort. Amidst
the thousands who range themselves
under our banners, there are those
who, from unforeseen misfortune, are
being reduced to the lowest depths of
venury and distress, aund to such he
should go with words of cheer and
comifort, with tangible proof of hig
love and devotion to the Craft and
his belief in the Ged-inspired prin-
ciples advocated by the gentle Naz-
arene,
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No Mason should want at this
sacred season; no bare-footed orphan
of a Master Mason, homeless and
destitute, should learn to steal and
lie in our streets during this festival
of joy; no weeping widow of a FHiram-
ite should be forced at Christmas to
sell her soul to hell to provide food
and rags for her starving little ones.
The God of the Mason notes down all
these things. He sees the thousands
of dollars and tens of thousands spent
at this period in feasting and revelry,
and He marks down in the Book of
Life those who remember and prac-
tice the precepts of Him who spoke as
never man spoke.

Let us, then, as Masons, arouse
ourselves to do more practical good.
We have no right to allow a single
Hiramite's child to want; a single
Mason’s orphan to beg; a single Tem-
plar’s widow to starve, whilst we feast
in plenty.

Christmas Day is very bright and
very glovious; but to some it is very,
very sad. The poor wife sitting in a
garret, surrounded by weeping young
ones, watching a dying husband, a
suffering father,—it is sad and lonely
and dreary to such; and then again,
how memory-mournful is the day to
her, who on the anniversary of the
natal day of Christ, lost the idol of
young love in all the glory and prime
of manhood. To such the Christmas
chimes are a mockery, and the laugh-
ter of children brings no joy. Her
beart is torn and sore, and to such

there is no happiness save in the blood
of the Crucified One.

. Senp for a copy of “*Statistics Book,”
which will be sent on approval, on
application to Tee Crarrsmax office,
Port Hope, Ont. :

MERRY ' XMAS AND RAPPY NEW
YEAR. T

With this number we close Volume
XVIIIL of the Canabuan Crarrsman,
It has gone through many trials and
difficulties, but, as a rule, has come
out triumphant in the many contro-
versies into which it has entered for
the general benefit of the craft. It
has, by years ot assiduous labor and
undeviating adherence to the great
and broad prineiples of the fraternity,
gained for itself the support and re-
spect of a very large proportion of Ca-
nadian Masons. I has never failed
to expdse bigotry and narrow-minded-
ness, no matter how high the author-
ity advocating it, and has never per-
mitted itself to become the organ of
any class of Hiramites; clique, or or-
der. To one and all of cur friends,
brethren, and subscribers, we wish a
very Merry Christmas, and a very
Happy New Year. Weask our friends
to work for us, and we expect all fo
agsist, by furnishing us with such
local items and general articles,
as may prove of interest to the
craft universal. To our confreres
of the Masonic press, we extend a
warm and cordial greeting, and wish
them hearty success and prosperity
and support in their endeavors to dis-
seminute “More Light.”

Azrra Loper, No. 884, 4. R. C,, of
Parkdale, have issued au elegant in-
witation tou conversazione, tocelebrate
the opening and consecration of the
Masonic Hall, Parkdale, on the eve
of St. Valentine, Friday, February 14,
1885. The programme is a very
choice one, and doubtless the affair
will be a grand success.




ROSIORUGIAN - SOCIETY QF CANADA. s72

ROSICRUCIAN SOCIETY OF
CANADA.

We understand that it is the inten-
tion ot the more prominent members
of this distinguished society, to thor-
oughly revise the Constitution at its
annual session in January, and place
it. on & more sovnd and tangible bagis.
This Order, although not claiming to
be strictly Masonie, is divided into
grades and degrees, with peculiar
signs restricted to each, and no aqne
can be admitted a member unless he
be a Mason in good standing.

The society in each country is
strictly limited with regard to num-
bers, and each grade and college is
also in like manner prescribed as to
numbers, thus there are nine grades
in the Order, and the members of
each are limited. The following table,
commencing from the lowest rank,
will explain our meaning., It will
also be noticed that by this division,
the organization is divided into three

-ordeys:—

g 83 7
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1—Grade of Zelator,..c.o.e.. 83.... 1
2— u Theoricus.. 27.... 1L
33— « Practicers .. L21.,., IO
4— o« Philosophers..... 18.... IV

99
The above forms the first and
lowest order, and a brother must be
at least three months a IVth before
he can apply for his Vth in the next
order:—

5—Grade of Adepters Junmior..15..... V¥
6—~ Adepters Senijor..12..... VI
= = “ Execmpters 9.... VO

36

The above three grades form the
second order, and the same rule es'
above applies to the aspirant of the
highest order, with this addition, that
he must also be a Chief Adept, or-
have filled that exalted position.

8-—Grade of Magister Templi.. 6.....VIII
9— ¢«  Magus........ ver Bovn. X

The above grades are the highest
order of the society, and the members
holding the same form the Grand
High Council, the Supreme Govern-
ing Body of the Rite.

The Rosicrucian Society is now
firmly established in Great Brifain,
Ireland, Greece, the United States
and Canada. In England, the Rf.
Hon. the Earl of Bective IX°, is Hon-
orary President; the Rt. Hon. the
Earl of Jersey, IX°, and Col. Francis
Burdett, IX°, Honorary Vice-Pregi-
dents. In Scotland, Fr. C. F. Matier,
IXe, is Supreme Magus. In Ireland,
Com. Charles Scott, IX°, occupies
that exalted position. In Greece, the
Hon. Grand Master of the Grand.
Lodge, H. I. H. Prince Rhodocanalkis,
IX°, is Honorary President and Se-
prexee Magus, and in the United
States, that distinguished Magon, Fr.
Charles E. Meyer, IX°, of Philadel-
phia, is the Supreme Head of the
Order, whilst in Canada the venerable
and erudite Supreme Grand Master of
Templary holds the high position of
Hon. President.

The Rosicrucian Society of Canada
i8 in friendly relations with all foreign
bodies of the Rite, and is very parti-
cular in the selection of its member-
ship. The following are the ‘names
and rank of the members of the Grand.
High Couneil:—

Fr. Col. W. J. B, MacLeod Moore,
IX°, Hon. President, ad vitam.
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Fr. George C. Longley, IX°, Hon.
st Vice-President, ad vitam.

Fr. John Dumbrille, IX°, Hon. 2nd
Vice-President, ad vitam.

Fr. Daniel Spry, Hon. IX°, Sup.
Magus.

Fr John Easton, Hon. IX°, Senior
Substitute Magus and Treas. -Gen.

Fr. C. D. Macdonald, Junior Sub-
stitute Magus.

Fr. Robert Ramsay, Hon. IX°, P.
Sup. Magus and Sec.-Gen.

Tr. S B. Harman, VIII°, First
Ancient.

Fr. R. G. Harvey, VIII®, Precentor.

There are at present only two col-
leges in the Dominion, although ap-
flications for several others will be
presented at the coming session of
the Grand High Council.

The warrant of Dominjon College
bears date March 16, 1877, and the
followiug are the names of its oFicers:

Fr. Ceo. ge C. Lorgley, IX®, Chief
Adept.

‘F1 Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore,
1. P. Chief Adept.

Fr. John Dumbrille, IX®, Dep. Mas.
@Gen. and P, Ch. Adept.

Fr. John Easton, Hon. IX°, Cele-
Pbrant, and P. Ch. Adept.

Fr. R. G. Harvey, VIII®, Treasuresr-
General.

Fr. Robert Ramsay, Hon. IX®, Sec.-
QGen. and P. Ch. Adept.

Fy. R. Colling, VII°, 1st Ancient.

Fr. Thomsae H. Tebbs, VII°, 2nd
Anecient.
Fr. S. B. Harmon, VIII®, 8xd

Ancient.
Fr. R. J. Hovenden, VII,

Ancient.
Fr. W. L. Hamilton, VII°, Con-

ductor. .
The secoud Colleze, ““Ontario,” at
Orillia, was insvivuted October 30,
1884, The following are the names
of the officers:—
Fr. Daniel Spry, Hon. IX, Chief
Adept.

4ih

Fr. C. D. Macdonald, Hon. IX,
-4 Qeleb,

Fr. J. B. Trayes, Hon. IX¢, Suff.

Fr. B, H. D. Hall, VII, Sec.

Fr. R. D. R. Bamsay. VI[ Trees.

Fr. Hy. Johnston, VH, 1st Ancient.

Fr. Col. W. H. H&lion, VII, 2nd

5.

Fr. Amos Chatfield, VI, 8rd Anc't.

Fr. Oronhyatekha, VDI 4th Anc't.

Fr. Daniel Rose, VI, Con. of N.

Fr. I. K. Walter, VI, Guardian.

Fr. Fred. G. Smith, V, Medalist.

‘We may add that the Rosicrucian
Society of Canada, was established by
warrant from H. I. H. Prince Rhodo-
canakis, IX°, Supreme Magus for the
Kingdom pf Greece, bearing date Sep-
tember 19, 1876. From the above
imperfect sketch, it will be seen that
this ancient association is likely to be
a factor for the advancement of Ma-
sonic literature in our midst, and if
properly studied will do much toraise
the tone of Craft Masonr,, and ameli-
orate the differences axong members
of les hauss grades; especially since the
Chiefs of all the Rites are members

thereof.
v e et O P
OxE of Colborne’s oldest and most
respected townsmen, W. Bro. Leonard
Tuttle, died recently without a mo-
meot’s warning. Fle was in his seven-
ty-sizty year, and has been almost in-
capacitated from the effects of rheu-
matism for many years past. e was
the last of the charter members of
Colborne Lodge, No. 91, G. R. C., of
which he was an enthusmstlc and
consistent member, only a few weeks
ago discharging the duties of the chair
in the Bast His remains were,in-
terred in Conklin'z Burying G1ound
with Masonic honors—an honor he
frequently expressed a desire for of
late years. His gema,l face will long
be remembered in the fodge room as
that of its principal founde1

b
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Now that the troubles of the past
are over, and the Sovereign Great
Priory of Oanade is recognized by her
gigters and peevs, the Great Priory of
England and the Grand Encampment
of the United States, Canadian Tem-
plars begin to feel that they have in-
deed cause for congratulation. Of
course, there is still trouble in New
Brunswick, owing to the attitude as-
sumed by the Scotch Encampments
there, but we certainly have a right
to expect that the Supreme Govern-
ing Templar Body will not permit
their subordinates in the Maritime
Provinces to wage a war against a
Sister Sovereign Power, and thus
produce discord and discussion in the
Templar ranks of the world.

On looking back upon the time
when the clouds were dark, thick and
gruesome; when the rumble of the
thunder of revolution and rebellion
was heard; when the very clouds were
charged with “threats” and “rumors”
and “insipuations,” we cannct but re-
joice that at our helm siood three
fratres pre-eminently prominent, and
gach, too, possessing individual views
of his own, more or less dissimilar
from either of the others.

To the Supreme Grand Master,
Col. W. J. B. MacLeod Moore, the
father of Templarism in ting Domin-
ion, very much is due. As head of
the Order in this couniry, he has,
through longand weary years, brought
Templary from its earliest- incipient
stage to its present proud and inde-
pendent position.

To the Great Chancellor, Rt. Em.
Frater Daniel Spry, immense credit
is due for bringing our Order from a

state of financio! “chaps” to one of
independence; but he did not allowr
his work fo stop there; though favor-
ing independence, he wished to see it
done decently and “in order,” and it
was greatly due to him that the spirit
of rebellion was c¢rushed and an open
rupture avoided.

To R. Em. Fr. John H. Grabane,
P. G. M. of the C. L. of Quebee, no
small meed of praise is due. His
fiery eloquence and logical line of
argument in Great Priory, did much
to allay ihe i~~iiation that was ready
to boil over, at the first opportunity,
on his enivance into the essersbly.
And, although not himself favoring
the extreme views of many, he so ar-
ranged matters as to please and
gratify both contending parties.

To these three distinguished fratres,
then, we avtrbuie the independence of
our Sovereign Great Priory, and
its recognition by -England and the
United States, and as long as Tem-
plary exists in this country, to them
must be ace rded the proud honor of
securing not only Canadian Templar
independence, but Canadian Temploxr
recogniiion.

S

Hamnron,—Officers of Godfrey de
Bouillon  Preceptory, K. T.:—Sir
Knight Thomas Hood, Eminent Pre-
ceptor; V.E. 8ir Knight W. J. Field,
Past B, P.; Sir Knight W. G.
Reid, Constable; Sir Knight J. Malloy,
Marshal; Siv Knight J. Malcolm,
Prelate; Sir Knight F. F. Dalley,
Treasurer; Sir Knight C. MoMichael,
Registrar; Sir EKunight W. R. Fish,
Sub-Marshal; SirKnight W. W.Sum.
mers, Guard; Sir Knight W. L. Hab-
bard, Drill Instructor.

Taere are 878 working lodges and
162 chapters in Ireland.
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THE THIRTY-THIRD CONTRO-
VERSEY,

A contemporary waxes very warm
because 11, Bro. Fred. Meuet did not
get his thivty-thivd at the recent an-
mual session of the Supreme Grand
Council A. & A. S. Rite for Canada.
At the same time, this valiant defend-
er of Bro. Menet's rights, in order to
enhance his imporlance, attempts to
do so at the expense of anothet bro-
ther well-known to the craft, namely,
111 Bro. Daniel Spry, P. G. M. of Ca-
mada, and attempts to prove that Bro.
Spry received his honors on account
of his connection with the Hamilton
bodies.

Now, it is an admitted fact that the
Supreme Grand Council does favor
Hamilton, but, in this instance, there
can be no question as to the wisdom
displayed by that body in selecting
Bro. Spry to active membership. Bro.
Spry is acknowledged to be one of the
best executive office™ in the craft in
Canada, and his prominent position
in every branch of Masonry, proves
that he is well qualified for the honor
conferred upon him. We do not mean
4o disparage Bro. Menet’s andoubted
Masonic talents, but, we think it must
be admitted that Bro. Menet, to say
the least, has not had the same oppor-
fanities for gaining practical, wide,
Yiberal Masonioc experience, the same
a3 Bro. Spry; and such being the
cage, we think the rulers of the
Scottish Rite were wise in their selec-
1ion in both particulars. )

In the selection of Bros. Menet,
MecLellan, Gibson, and Burrell, io
Jhonorary membership, the Supreme
Grand Council showed their apprecia-

dion of the active services in the Rite
of these honored brethren; but in the

selection of Bio. Spry to active mem-
bership, they exhibited their foresight
by securing the services of one ac-
customed to the exercise of his exeoun-
tive judgment in all matters concern-
ing the craft. We congratulat” these,
the Illustrious Thirly-Third's, and
trust they will be spared to enjoy many
a _.easant Christmas.
—
THE SUPREME GRAND COUNCIL
OF CANADA.

In our report of the proceedings of
the Supreme Grand Council of the
A. & A. S. Rite, 83° for Canada,
which appeared in our last issue, by
some means we forgot to mention
that Il Bro. Daniel Spry was crown-
ed an active 33°. This a contempo-
rary worries over to a great extent,
and raises the ridiculous partisan cry
of Hamilton vs. Toronto. We do not
always like the actions of this Su-
preme Body, but we cannot believe
they would be guilty of such gross in-
justice as to pass over the well-earned
laurels of Ill. Bro. F. Menet, 82°,
merely for the sake of spiting thew
Toronto compeers. Bro. Spry re-
ceived his active 838° because he was
regarded the best qualified for the
position. Hemaynothavehadthetime
to devote so much attention to the Rite
as Bro. Menet, but he has had much
more extensive opportunities of study-
ing Masonic lore in general, whilst
his more prominent position in the
Craft proves the wisdom of the Su-
preme Council in securing his ser-
vices and ripe experience. For our
own part, while pleased to see Bro.
Menet a S. G. L. G., we freely admit
that we regard Bro. Spry’s election ag
an Active Thirty-Third as the best.

choice that exalted body could have
made.




1]

 EDITORIAL NOTES. . &5

EDIT RIAL NOTES.,

'Ropeer Burns was “exalted” by
the chapter at Eycmoth, Seotland.

Burrise Corumsia has nine lodges
and 300 Masons.

Tee Grand Orient of Spain has
under its jurisdiction 297 Jodges.

Tae Masonic veterans of Connecti-
out held tueir annual reunion at Nor-
wich, June 25.

* TeEeRe are 612 commanderies in
the United States, with a member-
ship of 70,000.

Tuere has been a gain of 4,880 R.
A. Masons in the United States dur-
ing the past year.

Taz Soverei,« Sanctuary meets the
last Monday of January, in Montreal.
A large number of representatives are
expected.

* Bro. Roserr Ramsay has received
his commission as Grand Representa-
five of the Grand Lodge of Vietoria,
néar the Grand Lodge of Canada.

Tae Northern Supreme Council
held its annual session at Detroit,
Sept. 28. Forty active, three Emeri-
tii, and one hundred honorary mem-
bers were present. The next session
will be at B.ston, Sept., 1885.

Taorve Lobee, No. 281, G. R C.,
Ormria.—The following brethren weve
installed recently:—Rt. Wor. Bro.
Robert Ramsay, W. M. (re-elect-
ed); Bros. J. L. Tipping, S.W.; J. W.
Blair, J. W.; T. B. Newton, Treas.;
J. B. Tudhope, See.; Thos. Phillips,
8. D.; Wm. Sherman, J. D.; W. O.
Black, 1. G.; R. Strathren, Organist;
D. Myers, D. of C.; L, McDonald and
W.McWhinnie, Stewards; D.McNabb,
Tyler. This lodge during the past
year has had thirty-six meetings, and
initiated over thirty candidates.

R. W. Bro. Robert Ashton, D.D.G.
M., officially visited St. John’s Lodge,
No. 68, Ingersoll, on the evening of
the 14th inst. At the close of the
meeting the R. W. Bro. was enter-
tained at a complimentary supper.

WE regret to learn that our friend
and cotemporary, Bro. S. W. B. Beck-
ner, is very low with plenro-pnemmo-
nia. Bro. Beckner, through the Cor~
ner Stone, has never been afraid to ex-
press his views, and although at times
he.gets “slightly off the handle,” we
should miss him greatly if we did vat
weekly read his thundervolis against
wrong doiug and bigotry. We sin-
cercly trust he may be spared for
many & happy Christmas, which we
here -extend to him, his,better half
and the httle corner stones.

JerusatEM  Lonce, Bowmanville,
was visited last month by Dr. Turner,
of Millbrook, D.D.G.M. Ontario Dis-
trict, and also by several brethren
from neighboring lodges. At the
conclusion of lodge work, the visitors
were entertained at supper in the
Ruebottom House, where a capital
spread—on temperance principles—
bad been prepared for the occasion.
A couple of howrs were pleasantly
spent—Buro. W. McKay, W. M., pre-
siding; and Bro. F. F. McArthur, P.
M., in the vice-chair. The usual
Masonic toasts were duly honored,
and called forth some entertaining
speeches, ¢The Queen and the Craft,”
and ¢“The Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Canada,” were responded to
by R.W. Bro. Turner, V. W. Bro. Mec-
Caw, and R. W. Bro. Odell. “Our
Visiting Brethren,” replied to by W.
Bros.W. T. Lockhart, Dr. Ruthexford,
and D. Allin. The vice-chairman
proposed “The Town Council,” which
brought responses from Mayor Los-
combe, and Deputy-Reeve . Piggott.
After honoring ¢“The Ladies,” and
“Host and Hostess,” a happy meet-
ing was terminated by the Junior
Warden's toast.
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Oucor He 7o Smme?—The Oaxna-
piax  Crarrsman for Qotober saysi—
“The London Freemason continues to
gmile at the American dogmea of

physical qualification. Right. Itis|

the moral, not the physical, we re-
quire.” It is very flattering to refer
to the ‘“sound in all his members”
dogma a3 an American dogma, but it
is a delusion. We in Americs in-
herited this dogma from our Eunglish
brethren, and they had it from the
elder Craftsmen of Great Britain and
the continent. 'We shell not forsake
it becauss they, or some of them,
have. We regard it &8 s Liandmark.
Freemasonry is the last institution
that should alter its regulations in
deference to the so-called progressive
views of modern demagogues.—Key-
stone.

Rev. Bro. G. M. Inxes, delivered an
interesting and instructive lecture on
Freemasonry ot the Masonie Temple,
London, under the auspices of Tuscan
Lodge, recently. Quite a number of
brethren of the different city lodges
were in attendance. For upwards of
an hour the reverend brother enter-
tained his hearers with a description
of the work accomplished in the Holy
Land in the time of Snlomon, and al-
luded to the standing and antiquity of
the Order; to the great good it had ac-
complished, and to the benefits all be-
longing to the craft derived from
active connection with it. The lectie
was an exceedingly able and nstruc-
tive one. On motion of W. Bro. A.
W. Porte, seconded by W. Bro. J.
Douglass, a cordial vote of thanks was
tendered Bro. Innes. R. W. Bro.
Hungerford, and W. Bro. Barker, also
added their meed of praise to what the
mover and seconder had said. Among
the visitors present were, R. W. Bros.
Hungerford and Dewar; V. W. Bros.
J. Simpson and A. Ellis; W. Bros.
Thornton, MeMullen, Dunn, H. C.
Simpson, and others.

‘W, Bro.Joseph Craig, of Saugeen
Liodge, No. 197, Walkerton, was the
recipient of a handsomeP. M.’s jewel
from his brethren a few nights since.

[y

A syndicate of prominent Masons
i8, it is rumoied, being formed for tho
purchasge of the old Court House,and
buildings on Adelaide street, Toronto, -
and converting them into a grand Ma-
sonic Temple.

SovereieN SanNcTuARY oF INDIA.——
The following is a list of the officers :
—M. Il Bro. P. C. Dutt, 96, M. W.
Sov. Grand Master General; M. Ill.
Bro. His Highness N. N. Buhp, 96,
Moharajah of Cooch Behar, M. W.
Deputy Grand Master General; R,
Ill. Bro. Thomas Jones, 95, R. W.
Grand Representative General; R.
Ill. Bro. N. C. Bural, 95, B.W.Grand
Orator; R. IIl. Bro. A. L. LeFrane,
95, R.W. Grand Senior Warden; B.
Ill. Bro. H. C. Blaker, 85, R.W.
Grand Junior Warden; V. Iil. Bro. J.
A. H. Louis, 95, V. W. Grand Pre-
late; V. Il Bro. D. Denearjee, 95,V.
W. Grand Secretary General; V. Il
Bro. J. C. Bunerjee, 95, V.W. Grand
Treasurer General; V. Ill. Bro. W.T.
Young, 95, V.W. Grand Archivist; V.
Il. Bro. P. Mallik, 95, V. W. Grand
Conductor; V., Il Bro. B.G. Sinelair,
95, V.W.Grand Captain of the Guard;
V.Ill. Bro. C. A. Mills, 95, V. W.
Grand Organist; V. IIl. Bro. A. B.
Westerhout, 95, V.W. Grand Direct-
or of Ceremonies; V. Iil. Bro. P. C.
Mukerjee, 95, V. W. Grand Senior
Master of Ceremonies; V. I11. Bro.R.
P. Mookerjee, 95, V.W. Grand Junior
Master of Ceremoriies; V. Ill. Bro. S.
E. J. Clarke, 95, V. W. Grand Stew-
ard; V. Ill. Bro. J. N. Sen, 95, V.W.
Grand Swora Beaver; V. 1ll. Bro. T.
N. Paaulit, 95, V.W. Grand Standard
Bearer; V. Ill. Bro. J. C. G. Kiernan-
der, 95, V. W. Grand Guard of the
Tower; V. Ill. Bro. M. N. Bose, 95,
V.W. Grand Marshal; V. Ill. Bro. S.
P. Sarbadbicary, 95, V. W. Depuly
Grand Marshal; V. Iil. Bro. W.
Burroughs, 95, V.W. Grand Sentinel.
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Windsor Preceptory, K.T., sxpects
to have » grand time at the installa-
tion of officers on January 7th. They
have invited & number of brethren
from London, St, Thomas, and other
pleces, to be present.

Uniry Rose Crorx CHAPTER, 18°, No.
29, A. and A. Rite of Memphis, sit-
ting in the valley of Oshawa, was in
stituted last month by M. 111, Bro. Dr.
Ramsay, 88, 96, 90, Substitute Grand
Master General, when the following
officers were installed:—I11. Bro. H.
B. F. Odell, 88, 96, 90, Most Wise;
. Bro. W. R. Howse, 88, 95, 90,
Senior Warden; Ill. Bro. R. McCaw,
88, 95, 90, Junior Warden; Il. Bro.
John Stanton, 80, 90, 86, Orator;
Tl. Bro. W. H. Thomas, 80, 90, 86,
Prelate; 1. Bro. Q. D. McNider, 80,
90, 86, Conduector; 1. Bro. C. John-
gon, 30, 90, 86, Treasurer; Ill. Bro.
A. L. Rundle, 80, 90, 86, Archivist;
4. Bro. Dr. Warren, 80, 90, 86, C.of
O.; Ill. Bro. J.-E. Overholt, 80, 90,
86, G. of T.; Il Bro. J. S. Barnaxd,
80, 90, 86, Organist; Ill. Bro. Dr.
Patterson, 80, 90, 86, Sentinel,

Granp Lopee or Scorvawp.—This
important and respected Grand Body
is about to establish an extended
soheme of Masonic beneficence. The
surplus revenue of Grand Liodge now
amonnts to £1,700, annually, one-
half of which, henceforth, will form
8 part of the Grand Liodge Charity
Fund. The existing fund amounts
to £6,400, which it is proposed to in-
crease to £10,000. We have no
doubt this will epeedily be done.
The advance and prosperity of the
Soottish Crafi since our able friend
and brother, D. Muarray Lyon, be-
came Grand Secretary, has been very
marked, and we felicitate our Scotch
brethren upon both the canse and the
effect. The Craft in England raises
about £50,000 a year for the msin-
tenance of its three great charities,
and we have no doubl the Grand
Lodge of Scotland will accomplish in
{ime a similar noble work.

Masonio Luterature—We are told
by the Londun Freemason thatin 1793
the first Bnglish Megazine appeared,
and since that period, what has the
history of Masonie Literature been
but & sucoession of disappointments,
failures, and cessations. Even inr
America, with 600,000 Freemasgons,
it is very hard work indeed to keep up
either the needful concrete material
support, or the abstract Masonic in-
terest. In Great Britain itis the same.

—eee

Tee annual festival of the ““Royal
Masonic Institnte for Boys,” held on
the 28th ultimo., was eminently suc-
cessful in a financial point of view,
the subscriptions amounting to about
£14,000. The three great cheritable
Institutions sustained by English Ma-
sons have called out during the pre-
sent year a total subscription of £41,-
760. This is a record of which the
fraternity may well be proud; sred it
is to be kept in mind that this amoun$
does not include the large sums dis-
buzsed in charity by Grand, Provin-
cial and private lodges.

Tee Grand Lodge of Illinois pub-
lishes the names of rejected appli-
cants for Masonic degrees. This
practice is said to be & sort of protec-
tion to tne craft, reduoing the hability
of lodges to be imposed upon by un-
worthy material. The reason giver
is not & sufficient defenoe for a prac-
tice which may inflict & grievous
wrong upon worthy men who had no
thought of exposing themselves to
such s hazard when they sent in theie
appliontions. If it is needed that the
names of rejected petitioners should
be known by sister lodges, let the in-
formation be communicated in soms
less public manner. Of course, the
names of these persons who have ap-
plied for the degrees, and failed to re-
ceive a clear ballot, must go upon the
racords of the Grand Liodge, but we
submit thet no open publication of
such & list ought to be made.—Free
masons’ Kepository.
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' KingsTon. — Officers of Ancient
Frontenac Chapter, R. A. M., install-
eil by R. E. Comp. G. M. Wilkinson,
P.G. 8., on the 13th inst.:—E. Comps.
S.G. Iaritelough, 2.; H. J.Wilkirso .,
H.;- A. LeRicheux, J.; W. M. Baiilie,
S. N.; Comps. W. M, Drennan, 8.E.;
R. T. Walkem, P. S.; G. Thompson,

S. 8.; J. Sutherland, J. S.; E. Dall,

Jarnitor.

An appeal to England for help is
being made by the Cowmmiitee of
Managenient of the Irish Mascnic
Orphan Schools, which institation is
said to be in & critical position. The
irerme from subseriptions from all
sources, after several years decline,
has, during 1882 and 1888, slightly
increased, but is still very far short of
the sum required to keep the school
eflciently. Thexe are thirty-seven
pupils in the school. Meantime the
claims for admission were never so
namerous or urgent, as at the next
olecti n no less than sixteen orphan
candidates will be competing for two
vacancies, the largest number which
the present school could admit, even
if the sta'e of the finances warranted
veceiving more.—Dlasonic Review.

Warzrpown.—The Masonic supper
given to Bro. D. H. Hunter, Treas-
ar of the lodge, on the 27th ult., was
a very pleasant affair. On retiring
from the lodge, where Bro. Dr. Me-
Gregor was elected Treasurer, the
brethren met & few invited guests at
8. Cook's Hotel, where over thirty
sat down to an excellent supper.
The W. M., W. Bro. S. Fiatt, occupied
the chair, the nruest of the evening
on his right, a':d Bro. Creighton, his
sneccessor in the High School, on the
left. The usmal Masonic and loyal
toasts were given =nd responded to,
during which W. Bro. Dr, McGregor,
1o the surprise of Bro. Huater and a
good many others, presented him
with & magnificent Past Master's
jewel, accompanyi g it with an eulo-
gistic address. W. Bro, Hunter, ir

zeplying, was much affected, declar- |

ing that the people of the village
(when too late to alter his decision),
were making it more hard for him to:
gsever: his connection with them.
Eloquent speeches were made by W.
Bro. P. M. McGregor, Bros. G. Baker
and L. McMonies, Jr.; also by Bros.
Dr. Raugh, Birney, L. Flatt, M.
D7 und othere

Ler us beware of losing our en-
¢ cdasm, Let v vorglory in some-
thing, and strive to retain our admin-
istration for all that would ennoble,
and our interest in all that would en-
rich and beautify our life.—Phillips
Brooks.

A Prorer Pame.—Some, Brethern
take pride in one thing, others iz an-
other, but all who advance the true
interests of Freemssinry, and illus-
trate its principles, are entitled to
honorable mention. Bro. Wm G&.
Greby, P. M. of Ivanhoe lodge, No.
449, of thiis city, has had the unuenal
honor o! conferring the three degrees
of Masonry upon his father, in lodge
No. 449, There have been but few
parallels of Masonic work in this par-
ticulaxr.—FEu.

I will be in the recollection of our
readers that Alderman Sir F. Wyarr
Truscoxr, who was both W.M. of the
Grand Masters’ Liodge, apd Grand
Junior Warden during kis ILord
Mayorally, and Alderman Sir J.
Wairraker Kruis, Bart.,, M.P., who
held precisely the same bMasonic offi-
ces iu his, called special meetings of
their lodge for the purpose of enter-
taining the Grand Officers of the year
and other distinguished? brethern. It
seems that Bro. Alderman FowLegs,
M. P., has determined to fullow their
example, and his Mayoralty and oc-
cupanoy of the chair of No. 1, will be
signaliged by a similar entertainment.
The banquet is fixed for the 5th
November, and we have no doubt
there will be the same hospitable re-
ception by the Lozp Maxor and his

. lodge, and the same gratification ex-

perienced byhisguests.—L. Freemason.
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- QUEBEG: AND; DISTEICT OE...
COLUBIBIA.

The following has been issued id
gircular form:—

Graxp CHAPTER OF THE
Districr or CoLunBia,
Decen hor 10, 1884,

To e Guanp Onte1er :—Since the
1ast convooation of this Grand Chap-
tor, therc has been placed in the
hands of your committee @ printed
communication from the Grand Sec
retary of the Mark Master Masons of
Bngland, &c., in which it is stated
ssthat considerable misapprehension
cppears to exist on the part of a ma-
jority of the Grand Chapters of the
Unpited Btates,” * * * <« with
raference to the Quebec difficalty.”

The commuonication attempis o
oxplain the position of the Grand
Tiodge of Mark Master Masons, for
the purpose of sefting the Grand
Chapters of the United States right
upon the question at issue between
tho two ocontending bodies. It ad-
mity the recognition of thé Grand
Chsapter of Quebec by the Grand
Todge of Mark Master Mssens of
Erngland, bat ““under & misapprehen-
cion as to its legality.” This declara-
tion that the Grand T.odge, when it
recognized the Grand Chapter of
Quebec, and exchasged representa-
$ives with that Grand Budy, did not
understand what it was doing is,
certainly, a very serious reflection
apon the intelligence and Masonic
iearning of the brethren composing
that Grand Lodge. Your committee,
however, nre of the opivion that the
members of the Grand Lodge did
fully understand the case at the time
t¢he recoguition was extended, for
these brethren certainly would not
ganotisn the recognition of & Grand
Body without baving first made due
anquiry into the legality of its organ-
ization and-constitution.

t-is unjust to our English breth-
Ten, and your committee refrain
from imputing to them, either ignor-

ance.or negligence, when actingupon
gubjeots of so much-importauce to
the craft, whilst the communication
of the Grand Seorstary informs us
that it is altogether inaccurate to say
that this Grand Lodge has issued
warrant. for Mark lodges since its
recognilon;” it also informs as that

j -bree Mark lodges “desired to place

themselves under supreme English
jorisdiction in the Mark Degree,”
acd that this Grand Lodge has ac-
knowledged them as regular by gr-. -
ing them what is practically a V. ar-
rant of Confirmation,” and that at
the present time the Mark lodges,
meeting under the Warrants of Con-
firmation, are the only legal assem-
oly of Mark Master Masous in the
Province of Quebec.”

If these three bodies were regular,
as alleged, your committes fail to see
the necessity for issuing the Warrants
of Confirmation, for those warrants
could give the lodges in question no
mors vitality than they already
possessed. 1f, on the other hand,
those lodges required additional au-
thority to enable them to do legal
work, and those Warrants of Con-
firmation gave the power, then the
Grand Lodge in granting them, after
the recogniiion, undoubtedly violated
Masonic comity, and was guilty of un-
lawfully invading the jurisdiction of &
recognized S vereign Grand Body.

Toasmuch as this Grand Chapter,
in common with other Grand Chap-
ters,—as well as the Grand Lodge of
Mark Master Masons of England,—
have resognized the Grand Chapter
of Quebec as the legally organized
~nd constituted body having supreme
and oxclusive aunthority within the
Zrovinee of Quebec, over the Royal
Arch Degree, and the degrees in-
cluded therein; your committee,
therefors, subwmit, that the invasion:
by the Gracd Lodge of Mark Master
Masons of England, of the jurisdie-
tion of the Grand Chapter of Quebee,
is unlawful and inexcusable, and
your committee recommend thai all
Mesonie intercourse between this
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Grand Chapter and the Grand Liodge
of Mark Master Masons of Ergland,
ceage; and that the repreventative of
this Grand Chepter, near the Grand
Liodge of Kiack Master Liaecus of
England, be requested, and required,
to surrender his cormission &8 such
representative, and that all Royal
Arch Masons claiming ellegiance to
this Grand Chapter be, and they are
hereby forbidden end enjoined from
holding Masonie intercourse with
Mark Master Masons claiming allegi-
ance to the Grand Lodge of Mark
Master Masons of England.

I. L. Jomxsox,

A. T. LowGLey,

J. C. Arien.

The above passed without & single

dissenting voize.

PresenTaTION AT ST. JomN, N. B.—
One of those pleasing episodes, which
tend to cement feelings of brotherly
love and good-fellowship in lodge
membership, ocourred in St. John’s
Liodge, No. 2, at its recent annual
communication.

W. Bro. E. B. A. G. Blakslee, was
initiated in this lodge in December,
1848, but chortly afterward removed
to New York and saffiliated in West-
chestor Liodge in that State. Hedid
not, however, forget the body in which
he first received Masonic light; and
o prove if, he laid the slversmith’s
art under contribution, by having
made to order a splendid jewel for
the Orgeanist of the lodge. The
jewel is of solid silver, attached to a
ribbon with thin clasps and a pin,
and is so constructed that it may be
worn on the breast, or suspended to
4 collar. The jewel has the follow-
ing inscription on it:—‘Presented to
St. John’s Lodge, No. 2, by W. Bro.
E. B. A. G. Blakslee, P.M., 1884.”

It was forwarded to R. W. Bro.
William F. Bunting, P.G. M,, and &
Past Master of the lodge, who pre-
sented it at the request and on be-
half of the donor. It was accepted
by the W.M. in the name of the
lodge, when the following resolulion

was adopted amid the acclamation of
the brethren:—

‘Resolved unanimounsly,—That we,
the Master, Wardens, and Brethren of
St. John's Liogde, No. 2, on the Re-
gistry of the Grand Liodge of Free
and Accepted Masons of New Bruns-
wick, in annual communication as-
sembled at Freemasons’ Hall, in the
City of Saint John, on the second
dey of Decenuber, A.L. 5884, do most
cordially accept the very haundsome
and very valuable jewel, presented to
the lodge by W. Bro. E. B. A, G.
Blaksles, formerly a member of the
lodge, now & resident of the Siate of
New York; and, while tendering their
warmest  acknowledgments  and
thanks , to Bro. Blakslee, for -his
thoughtful remembrance in present-
ing such an appropriate gift to the
lodge, in which, thirty-six years agae,
he received Masonic light, they beg
fraternally to express their sincere
wish, that he and his may enjoy every
comfort this world can bestow, and
also join with him in the prayer that
all may eventually meet in the Grand
Lodge above, where the Supreme
Grand Master rules and reigns.”

“ And forther resolved,—That &
copy of this resolution be transmitted
to W. Bro. Blaksles, signed by the
Master and Seoretary, and authenti-
cated by the seal of the lodgs.”

Tre Oupest Fresmason.—The Nov.
number of TrE Crarsuaw stated that,
“Probably the oldest Mason in On-
tario, if not in Cavada, is the vener-
able Joseph P. Huyck, of Belleville,
iuit:ated in MoraiLodge early in1819.”
We have in New Branswick a very
venerable and respected member of
the fraternity, whose initiation ante-
dates that of Bro. Huyck some four
years. The brother alluded fo is
Capt. Isaac Doane, who was initiated
in Saint John's Lodge, of St. John,
New Brunswick, on the 15th of June,
1815, Bro. Doane is hale and active
for a man of his advanced years, and
was recently engaged in & law suit In-
volving a title to property.—Con.
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THE MOST SACRED:OF NUMBERY:

A brother wrote us sometime ago
asking an exgplanation of the number
«Three,"” and we give the following,
from the “Encyclopedia of Freema-
sonry,” for his benefit, and others of
our readers whom it may interest:—

«Everywhere among the ancients
the number three was deemed the
1aost sacred of numbers. A reverence
for its mystical virtues is to be fourd
even among the Chinese, who say that
numbers begin at one and are made
perfect at three, and hence they de-
note the multiplicity of any object by
repesting the character which stands
for it three times. In the philosophy
of Plato, it was the image of the Su-
preme Being, Lecause it includes in
itgelf the properties of the two first

.numbers, and because, as Aristotle

says, it contains within itself a begin-
ning, a middle, and an end. The
Pythagoreans called it perfect har-
mony. So sacred was this number
deemed by the ancients, that we find
it designating some of the attributes
of almost all the gods. The thunder-
bolt of Jove was three-forked ; the
sceptre of Neptune was a trident; Cer-
berus, the dog of Pluto, was three-
headed; there were three Fates and
three Furies; the sun had thyee
names, Apollo, Sol, and Liber; and
the moon three also, Disna, Luna,
and Hecate. In all incantations,
three was a favorite number, for, as
Virgil says, ‘numero Deus impari
gandet,’ God delights in an odd num-
ber. A triple cord was used, each
cord of three different colors, white,
red, and black; and & small image of
the subject of the charm was carried
thrice around the altar, as we see in
Virgil’s eighth eclogue:—

* Terna tibi heec primum, triplici diverse

colore,
Licia circumodo, terque hanc altaria
oircum

Effigiem duco.’
3. e,

*First I smrround thee with these three

Ppieces of List, and I carry thy image three
times round the alfars.

“Tha Draids paid no less respect th
this sacred nomber. Throughout
theix whole #ystem, & reforence is con~
stontly made to ity influence; and sp-
fax did their weneration for it extend,
that even their ssered poetry was
conpoaad ia trieds.

“In all tho mysterios, from Egypt
to Scandinavin, wa find a scared re-
gard for tho number three. In the
rites of Mithrag, the Erpyrean was
said ¢o be supporiod by three intelli-
genees, Ormuzd, Mithra, and Mithras.
In tho rites of Hindusian, there was
the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu, and
Siva. I8 was, in shosh, a general
characier of the mysteries to have
three prineipal officers and three
grades of initiation.

“In FPreemasonry, the ternary is the
wost sacred cf all the mystical num-
bers. Beginning with the old axiom
of the Roman Artificers, that tres
faciunt collegium, or it requires three
to maks a college, they have establish-
ed the rule that not less than three
shall congregate to form a lodge.
Then in all therites, whatever may be
the number of superimposed grades,
there lie at the basis the three sym-
bolie degrees. Thers are in all the
degrees three principal officers, three
supports, three greater and threelesser
lights, three movable and three im-
movable jewels, three principal
tenets, three working-tools of & Fellow
Crafy, three principal orders of archi-
tecture, three chief human senses,
three Ancient Grand Masters. In
fact, everywhere in the system the
number three is presented as a pro-
minent symbol. So much is this the
case, that all the other mystical num-
bers depend upon it, for eachis amul-
tiple of three, its square or its cube,
or derived from them. Thus, 9, 27,
81, are formed by the multiplication
of three, a3 3x8=09, and 8% 8 = 27,
and 3% 38*=81.

“But in nothing is the Masonie sig-
nification of the ternary made more
interesting than in its connection with
the sacred delta, the symbol of Deity.”
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CANADIAN. MASONIO NEWS.

‘ . . .
Work has been commenced on the
new Masonic Hall at-Calgery, N.W.T.

Wilson Lodge, No. 86, will hold its
28th annual conversagione on the
20th January. The number of tickets
will be limited. ‘

Torontn,—0Ode de St. Amand Pre-
ceptory, K.T., have elecfed the follow-
ing officers:—Sir Knights George J.
Bennett, Eminent Preceptor; J. Simp-
son, Conductor; E. E. Sheppard,
Marshal; Geo. Clarke, Registrar; R.
E. Sir Knights J. G. Burns, Treas.;
and W. C. Morrison, Chaplain.

Kmesron.—Officers of Hugh de
Payen Preceptory, K.T.:—Sir Kuights
8.W. Scobell, Eminent Preceptor; S.
@G. Fairtlough, Constable; W. Wad-
dington, Jr., Marshal; Allan McLean,
Sub-Marshal; V. E. Sir Knight John
Kerr, Treasurer; R. E. Sir Knight F.
Rowland, Registrar.

Berrevitie. — Officers of King
Baldwin Preceptory:—Sir Knights
C. J. Starling, Eminent Preceptor; J.
Parker Thomas, Constable; Arthur
MoGinnis, Marshal; M. W. MecLean,
M. A., Chaplain; George H. Pope,
Treasurer; D. B. Robertson, Regis-
trar; J. P. Thompson, Sub-Marshal.

R. E. Sir Knight B. A, Dalley, of
Hamilton, is authority for the state-
ment that the Commanderies of Ca-
nada would, in all probubility, have a
code of drill instructions before long,
Past Eminent Commander, Col.
Otter, of Toronto, having expressed
his willingness to prepare a code.

‘We take pleasure in congratulating
our venerable brother on the occasion
referred to in the following dispafch :.

New Yorg, Deo. 17.—Robart Mor-
ris, LL, D., formerly of Kentucky,
was thig evening crowned Poet Lizu-
reate of the Freemasons, at the Ma-
sonic Temple. This distinction has
not been conferred since Roberp
Burns was orowned in 1787.

Ox the 22nd March, tha birthdayof -

the Tmperor Frederick William of
Gormany, Patron of Freemasonyy.in

Prussia, the foundation-stone of a.
Masonic Temple in Mannheim wag-

laid.

The conversazione of Geofirey de
St. Aldemar Preceptory, No. 2, pro-
mises to be the event of the season.
The date has been fixed for Janunary
9th, and already the committes is
actively engaged in making prepara-
tions. It is proposed to invite the
officers and members of Godfrey de
Bouillon Preceptory, Hamilton, and
representatives of Hugh de Payens
and Liake Erie Commauderies, Buf-
falo, and Monroe Commandery, of

Rochester,\N. Y.

The Masonio “raternity of Burford,
on Wednesday evening, tendered s
farewell banquet to W. Bro. W. G.
Nellis, on the occasion of his depar-
ture to resile in Brantford. Bro.
Nellis has for many years taken am
active inferest in the welfare of the
craft, and was for over eight years
Master of the lodge. Many were the
expressions of regard for Bro. Nellis
as & member of the community, and
regrets expressed that he was sevexr-
ing his connection with those among
whom he had resided for fifty years.

‘Wentworth Liodge, No. 166, Stony
Creek, was recently visited by M.
W. Bro. Hugh Murray, Grand Mas-
ter; W. Bros. Dr. Smith, Anocaster;
Alfred Poulter, Acacia Liodge; Thos.
Irwin, Doric, and David Hill, 8¢,
John's. The first degres was exem-
plied by W. Bro. Irwin, and tho
second degres by W. Bros. A. Poul-
ter and D. Hill. In the absence of
W. Bro. Coombes, thoe Grand Master
officiated as W. M. The officars
elect of the lodge are:—W. Bro. F. M.
Carpenter, W. M.; Bros. Geo. Fisher,
S.W.; Geo. Millen, J.W.; James Me-
Farlane, Chap.; Henry Lutz, Tress.;
‘W. M. Thornton, Sec. A mostenjoy-
able and profiteble evening was spené.
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“'R. W. Bro. R. Ashton,; D.D.G.M.,
Wilson District, paid an official visit
to Brant Liodge, Brantford, recently.
There was a largé attendance of
members, gnd after the business of
the evening had been disposed of, the
brethren spent a pleasant hour around
the social board in the dining room
of the lodge. The chair was ocen-
pied by W. Bro. Rothwell, W. M,,
Brant Liodge, and speeches of inferest
to the Craft were given by the Dis-
trict Deputy and others.

Presextation.—The annual meet-
ing of St. John’s Liodge, No. 209a, G.
R. C., London, Ont.,'was held in the
Blue Lisom of the Temple, on the
evening of the 11lth inst., being very
largely attended by members and
visiting brethren. Among the lafter
were noticed R. W. Bro. R. B. Hun-
gerford, P. D. D. G. M.; V. W. Bros.
Lewis, Dawson, Baxter; W. Bros.
Overell, Burke. Simpson, Skinner and
others. After routine business, R.W.
Bro. Hungerford asked permission to
deviate from the regular order, as he
bad a pleasant duty to perform. He
then asked R. W. Bro. J. S. Dewar,
P. G. J. W., to stand up while he
read the following note:—R. W, Sir
and Brother,—Will you allow me, in
the name o1 a tew of your Aasonic
friends, both of this and other lodges
in this city, to present yon with this
Past Grand Junior Warden’s apron,
as g slight—very slight—token of the
esteem and friendship which we enter-
tain towards you. We express the
sincere hope that you will be long
spared to wear it on sll occasions
when you meet with your brethren at
thelr Masonic gatherings.” Bro.
Dewar, who was very cordially re-
ceived by lus brethren, on rising,
showed plainly that he had been sur-
prised for once, and in & few timely
remarks expressed his thanks for the
handsome gift the brethren had seen
fit to bestow upon lim. The posi-
tions to which he had been elected in
the past had thoroughly convinced
him that his services had been appre-

cigted, 'and .'that was suffidient for
him.. 'He, however, hoped to. be
spared many years to tear the.-beaus«
tiful apron, and to hand it over to the
members of iis family, some one of
whom, he trusted, would wear it when
he should be called by the Great
Architect to the Grand Lodge above.
The apron is a very handsome one,
gold mounted, and bears the follow-
ing inscription, worked in gold letters:
“Grand Lodge of Canada, 1888-4."
In the centre is worked the emblem of
the Grand Junior Warden. After the
lodge bad closed the brethren, on the
invitation of the officers-elect, repair-
ed to W. Bro. Hawthorn’s restaurant,
where a pleasant social hour was
passed in song and sentiment.

EDITORIAL ITEMS.

Tee late large-attended meetings
must have impressed the minds of
all those who gave it a thought what
a dreadful catastrophe it would be if
a fire was to take place at the Ma-
sonic Hall daring one of these. numer-
ously attended gatherings. Deaths
would be inevitable, besides contu-
sions and fractured limbs. This
ought to be another incentive to the
brethren to come forward and faeili-
tate matters by taking up shares in
the new Hall company. Indeed, one
brother has become a shareholder
from the above stated reason.

Baper.—Remaing of the famous
Tower of Babel still exist. Each side
of the quadrangular basis measures
two-hundred yards-in length, and the
bricks of which it is composed are of
the purest white clay, with a very
slight brownish tint. The bricks, be~
fore baking, were covered with chay-
acters traced im a clear and regular
style. The bitumen, which served for
cement, was derived from & fountain
which &till exists near the tower, and
which flowswith such abundancs tha¥
it soon forms a stresm, and would ir-
vade the neighbouring river did nok
the natives; from time to time, set fira
to the mineral pitch.




2

THE CANADIAN ORAFTIMAN.

Bro. Droumonn, in his stptistics
fsr 16884, gives the total memboership
. in Masonio lodges of this country, in«
cluding Centda, as 587,521, showing
&n inereaso of 7,495 over the number
xoported last year. Nearly thirly
thoneand oandidates wero raised to
the third degree during the twelve
months covered by the report. In
soveral jurisdictions & large amount
of work has bson done.

Tae Square appears to have bsen
one of the earliest geometrioal figures,
which was epplied to any practicable
purpose. And hence i becamo of
groet importance with the first Ma-
sons, which it still retains in our lod-
ges, and is an emblem of morality and
justice. Asitisthe duty of the Master
of the Liodge, to preserve among its
members a striet attention to moral
deportment, and to mark and instant-
Iy correct tho slightest deviation from
the vules of propriety and good con.
duct, the Square is appropriately con-
ferred upon him as the- distinotive
Jewel of his offica. TheSquare teaches
ws to regulate our opnduet by the

Pprinciples of morality and virine,

Formeruy it was laid down as a
fundamental rale that ¢no man ean be
made & Mason under the age, of
twenty-five years, oxcept by dispen-
eation.” This stringent law was sub-
ezquently thought worthy of limita-
tion, and the condition notwris that no
man shall be made o Mason in any
lodge under the -age of twenty-one
years, except by dispensation, which
may be legally granted fo o Liewis, or
the son of & Mason, *“Freemasons
ghould be freeborn, of meature age,
gound judgment, and strict morality.
F'recborn, that the vicious. habits of
slavery might nob contaminate the
pure principles of freedom on which
Yasonry is founded,” &o. DBrothers
Tucker and Orweefix differed. The
former says, ‘I cannot bubregret that
ths words ‘free by birth’ should have
been altered. This, in my opinion,
did form a Lendmerk of Masonry, and

gush g onéas no man who hao ever
givon hisagzent to tho anciout charges
ought to havo lont hio hand to alior.
Buot tho ediot has gono forth; and
honceforth those beautiful leoturss
which were founded on this part of
our ceremonies mus$ beflaid acide fore
over and forgotten.” To this the late
ter replies with egual pertinacity:
«With the idea that freddom by birih
did form s Londmark, we diffor. I
not only never did, buk mever will.
Landmarks of Masonry are unchanges
able.”” 8o uncertain is the exercise
of privats judgment.

i

Tun Mastor of a Masonie lodge is
obligated to ack feirly and dicchargs
his full &aliy, but he cannot be.ealled
to ascount'by the brethren who have
placed him st their.head. If he errs
in exeroising the authority with which
he 1is invested, it is not within thp
provines of the lodge fo override his
deoisions. No appeal to the lodge
from the pronounced judgment of its
Master can be taken. While he con-
tinues o exercise the right of presid.
ing, his decisions must be respected,
and he must be deferred to acsording
$o what are the rights and preroga.
tives of the .office he holds. Ons
special element in the Masonis sys-

tam is this investiture of the Master

of & lodge with extencive powera.
The wielding of such large authcrity
mey ocoasionally work badly, but on.
the whole i3 conducive, we bslieve, to
the best interests of the eraft. OF
course, in case of any fingrant abuse
of authority by the Master of a lodge,
the interposition of the Gtrand Mastor
may ba sought.

Tmrry Masters of Lodges and thres-
hundréd Brethern greoted Grand
Master Brodie, of New York, on his
retent Grand Visitation to Commmon-
wealth lodge, No, 409, Brocklyn, H.
Y. Fraternal addresses wers deliver-
ed by Grand Master Brodie, Past
Grand Mastors Couch and Bvans, and
Bro. Rob. Moaorris, P.G.M. of Ken-
tucky. ‘ '



