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“THE teacher is of chief importance in a school. He is
more essential than the desk, the book, the cupola, or the

facade, to the training and well-being of the pupil.” So saysj

some one in an exchange. The words sound very like a
truism, yet they contain a treth often overlooked'in these days,
but a truth which should never be fcigotten. Fine buildings,
good furniture, costly apparatus, are all very desirable, and a
great help to the teacher. But it cannot be too deeply
impressed upon the minds of taxpayers, and trustees, and al)
who have to do with educational matters, that far more impor.
tant than any or all these things is the living presence and
energy of the true teacher. Better, infinitely better, for the
boy or girl, is the influence and inspiration of a cultivated, clear-
headed, noble-hearted man or woman in a lug hut, than the
petty routine of a mercenary hireling in the grandest educational

palace.

Dr. Dxcxmséx, the Secretary of the Massachusetts Board
of Education, in a.paper read at the late National Superinten-
dents’ Meeting in Washington, took strong ground against the
introduction of manual training in the common schools, His

“¢ All the manual training necessary'can be found in making
apparatus to illustrate the teaching of physics.”

Dr. Dickinson is, we believe, an educator of superior intelli-
gence and ability. The above summary, though by no means
exhaustive of the objections that may be brought against manual
training in the schools, contains the gist of those most frequently
urged from the purely educational point of view. Let us look’
at them for a moment. '

IN the first place, neither of the three propositions is self.
evident. We doubt if either of them, as thus broadly stated,
is true, or capable of proof. Itis evident that by *“ educational
value” is meant value for purely intellectual development.
Even so, we shouid challenge the statement. The use of
tools is by no means simple imitation. This may be seen by
watching any two or more workmen handling the same tool, or
manufacturing the same article. There are few trades in
which mind force does not tell, or in which the man whose
mind is constantly on the alert, with both perceptive and
reflective faculties engaged, will not succeed where the mere
imitator will fail.  Again, there is scarcely a product of manual
labor which does not afford, in its manufacture, a wide scope
for the play of moral qualities. Producers of the same article
are morally separated from each other by all the distance which
divides conscientious work from “scamped” work. In-the
third proposition, the word “necessary” clearly begs the very
question at issue. Necessary for what end ?

LikE most other objectors to the manual education move-
ment, Dr. Dickinsun tacitly assumes that mental and moral
development per se ate the sole ends to be sought in a system of
public educauon. This theory is a great advance on that
which it superseded, which made the impartation of a2 certain
amcunt of knowledge of facts and of processes the sum and
sulL.stance of the teacher’s work,  We have made gicat progress,
but there is yet much room for growth in our educauional
theuries. In the article in another .column from the Boston,
U. S., Citizen, the true relation of the State to education is
very concisely put. The chiet end ot the State in providing
fiee education is not to produce learned men and women, nor
to fit a certain number for certain professions and pursuits in
life ; nor to store the minds of the rising generation with useful
knowledge. These ends may be gained incidentally, with
great advantage to individuals, but neither of them, aor all of
them, would justify a system of free public schools. Ihe State
supports schools becausu it is its business and duty. to fig
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those who are *o be its future citizens for the dutics and
responsibilities of citizenship.

Apyit this and what follows ?  First, the material prosperity
of the State depends upe.: the industry of its citizens, and the
measure of that prosperity upon the ability of those citizens to
make that industry productive. The greatest drag upon the
material progress of any country is its idle, non-producing
population. Idleness is the result of inability or disinclination
to work, or of both. No surer, more effective means to
remove both these baneful causes can be devised than to reduce
to the minimum the number of those who have never either
learned the art or formed the habit of working with their hands

This manual training in the schools would go far to accom’
plish,

I~ the second place, the well-being of the State depends
upon (1) the morality, (2) the intelhigence of us citizens. Al
are agreed in regard to the latter point, and it may be at once
dismissed. But there can be no grosser error than to suppose
that “manual training has no value as a means of developing
moral pawer.” Moral power, like evory other kind of power in
a voluntary agent, is largely the result of habit. T'he habit of
earning one’s own bread by the sweat of the brow, instead of
depending upon one’s wits to get it out of other people’s
earnings, becomes in itself a mighty moral force enlisted on the
side of honest industry. Again, idleness being the prolific
mother of vice, the very best moral lever that can often be
applied to raise a vicious man to a higher moral plane, is to
induce or compel him to form a habit ot industry. The very
exercise of skill in any productive art tends to bring with it a

ense of power and a feeling of self-respect, which are in them-

selves sources of mncral strength.  We have space just to hint at
these thoughts.  Our readers who choose to follow them ou,
will, we are confident, become convinced with us that an
efficient system. of manual training for the young, especially for
those who would not otherwise receive it, would be one of the
grandest agencies for the development of moral power in the
- State that can be conceived of.

THE third argument may be dismissed with a word, It
seems based on the assumption that all the pupils in the public
schools are to become specialists in the study of physics, an
assumption so absurd that we suspect there must be some mis-
take in the way of putting it.

Our English exchanges are still busy discussing the corporal
punishment question. Many correspondents, with true Juhn
Bull conservatism, plead strongly in favor of the free u-¢ of the
rod by teachers. One fact, and it is a fact of great weight in
the discussion, seems to be lost sight of by those who think the
teacher placed at a great disadvantage 1n maintaing order by
any restrictions upon his liberty to userod or ferule.  That fact
is this. The young teacher who is not permitted or encouraged
to resort to the brief and ready argument of brute force on
every provocation, is thereby placed under a necessity of seek-

ing out other modes of enforcing his authurity. A demand is
made upon his mental resources which, if those resources are
ample as they should be, is pretty sure to be answered. Thus
the.educator is himself educated in the art of governing. He
is placed under bonds to study child-nature, and the use and
force of a higher class of motives than any which can ’spring
from the degrading fear of physical pain.

ANOTHER new departure in the matter of time is shortly to be
taken by the Canadian Pacific Railroad. It is announced that,
for all the purposes of the road, the twenty-four hours of the
day will be numbered continuously from midnight to midnight.
In this way the confusing a.m.’s and p.m.’s will be got rid of in
its time-tables.  Arrangements are being made for the neces
sary changes on the dial plates of clocks and watches of officers
and employees of the road. This is a very simple business,
All that is.required is to paste a paper dial, of so much less
diameter than the original one taat the old figures may not be
covered, on the face of the time-piece, said paper dial having its
twenty-fou - divisions numbered 1 to 24. It may for a time seem
strange to hear it announced thae such and such a train will leave
a quarter before nineteen, orarrive at half-past twenty-three, but
the public will soon become used to it, and the new method
has so many advantages that there is little doubt it will, in a
few years, become universal.

Tue Lducational Weekly, in discussing the * Patent Bible”
article of the Presbyterian Review, defends the book of
* Scripture Readings ” as follows :

“Laere is a difference between religion and morality. It is
not within the sphere of government to teach the former; it is
within its sphere to inculcate the latter. The Bible is
admitted by the vast majority of people to contain the highest
ethical code yet formulated. But the Bible, or portions of the
Bible, are wade use of to teach very different forms of religion.
With these portions of the Bible, therefore, the State and State-
aided schools have nothing to do; with such portions as,
contain moral principles they have, in a Christian country,
everything to do. Creeds cannot be taught by governments,”
etc.

This evidently proves too much. If the selections are made
simply for the ethics they contain, it would surely be much
better " the Departinent to employ some of its book-makers
to - ..aense and formulate those ethics in a connected system,
rather than give them to the children in their present discon-
nected form, as a mere bundle of extracts. But the fact is that
those who are contending for the use of the Bible in schools
want, not only the cthical system, but the solemn and sacred
sanctions on which that systemn rests. They believe the
precepts and laws of Scripture should be taught, not only as
admirable in themselves, but as being the words of the Book of
Gud, and of the Teacher who *spake as one having authority
and 1ot as the Scribes.” ‘They believe that the words will
come direct from the Bible 10 the child mind clothed with an
authority and sacredness which are lost when they cotne from a
book of extracts, a mere school-book. We pr eut this view or

lthc case, not by any means as not seeing the difficulties in the
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way of the compulsory use of the Bible 1n schools, but to point
out why the book of Scripture Readings fails, as such atlempts
at compromise usually do, to remove those difficulties.

—

Wi invite the attention of our readers, especially those
interested in the question of phonetic spelling, to Mr. Tlouston’s
clear and concise letter in another column, summarizing the
spelling reforms recommended by the philological societies of
England and the United States.

PERMANENT TENURE FOR TEACHERS.

The Committee on Education of the Legislature of Massa-
chusetts recently took a great deal of pains to obtain the
opinions of practical men on the question of the desirability of
legislation to secure more permanency in the tenure of office
of teachers in the public schools. A circular letter was
addressed to one hundred and fifty persons, representing State
and city superintendents, and others prominently interested in
public instruction.  Of those who answered, over 98 per cent.
favored civil service reform in the school-room. We quote a
few of the replies of superintendents and other prominent
educators :

William Connell, supt., Fall River: I see no reason why
teachers of ability, experience, and success, should be subjected
to the ordeal of annual elections.”

J. L. Pickard, State supt, lowa: ““Teaching will never
become a profession by annual appointment.”

" Hiram Orcutt, manager of the Educational Bureau, Boston :
“1 am emphatically in favor of such legislation, not so much
for the tea~hers’ benefit as for the benefit of our schools.”

William J. Milne, principal State Normal School, New York :
« 1 regard it as exceedingly important that the tenure of office
should be.more permanent.”

Moses Merrill, head master Boston Latin School :  “ I deewm
it a matter of great impornance that the tenure should be good
behavior and efticiency.”

Thomas Hunter, president of Nermal College, New York
City: “Itis highly important that there should be legislation
making the teacher’s office permanent.”

W. E. Archambault, supt. of Catholic schools, Montrea?:
“The effects of such legislation would be to retain in the
profession the best teachers. Asa consequence, the schools,
being managed by able and experienced teachers, would advance
rapidly.”

A. G. Boyden, principal at the State Normal Schoo, Bridge-
water : * Teachers in the normal schuols Lave not been subject
to annua! elections. The continuance n office has been 2
strong inducement to make the best pussible preparation tor
the work, and has given the time and the means to carry mto
effect the work thus planned and prepared for.

G. Stanley Hall, John Hopkms University, Baltimore :
“Qur schools are deteriorating in very many parts of our coun-
try, and will continue to do so till we can free our schonl
teachers from the control of those whose i.iterest in education
is mostly political and commercial. Permanent tenure in

Germany has made teaching a profession. With us it is a

trade.” '

We do not know to what extent the practice of making
annual appuintments, or, in other words, “hiring” teachers by
the term, or the year, s ill prevails in Canadian Public Schools,
but we fancy it is still thie rule, especially in the country
districts.  No good reason can be given why the public school-
master’s term ot office should be less permanent than that of a
college professor, or a clergyman.  As a matter of fact, though,
we believe there are still places where the churches * hire®:
their ministers by the year. In either case, the practice is
derogatory to the dignity of the profession, and harmful to the
interests of all concerned.

‘T'his 15 one of a class of subjects which could be taken hold
of with advantage by a Provincial Teachers’ Union, when
formcu., The united influence of the teachers would soon
effect any desirable amendment in legislation. By the way, we
are surprised to see that the projected Union is meeting with
opposition in some quarters from the teachers themselves. We
are unable to understand on what grounds such opposition can
rest, unless on a wisconception of the true work of such a
union,  We do not for a moment suppose that the teachers of
Ontaric would suffer such an association to degenerate into a
mere machine for forcing better terms from trustees and tax-
payers, although the raising of salaries would be on~ legitimate
and worthy object. But we should expect to see such an
organ zation specdily take its proper place as a dignified and
influential deliberative body.

Sperial,

ENTRANCE LITERATURE.
Lessos LXXXV. MARMION AND DOUGLAS.

J. STUART CARSTAIRS, CHESTERVILLE.

Crass EXERCISES,
1.
Lines 1-10,

Tmprove the fiest couplet,

D.p.—On what *“ day” was it ?

Troop.—~Describe.  Camp.—Where was it ?

Array, safe-coaduct, ©royal seal and hand.”—Fully explain the
mening.  Whese “ royal seal”? Why was the ‘**safe-conduct
necessmy ?

Band.—Distiaguish from troop (. 2), train (1. 11).

Ancient.—Distinguish from old, antique, antiquated.

Hath stately gr we.—Put in another expreasion meaning the same.

Would.—\What action on Clara’s part does this imply? Why?

Palfrey.—Distinguish from horse, charger, steed.

araphraso line 10, bringing out fully its meaning and explaini
c‘.gyt}}:ng implied il; it %Vlgat ﬁgureyin it? g plaining

What word in lines 1 10 givos an idea of meaning by its sound ?
\What fizure ¢ Marwmion, Surrey, Douglas, Clara, write notes ‘on
theso names, distinguishing the fictitious characters from the real.

Lines 11-18.

Poiut out any beanty in lines 11, 12.
Train.—Give the different meanings of this word, tracing their
conunection. .
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From—somethir.g. Parse.
with line 117 with line 137

AMight plain. -=Givo forco of might.
Iither.—Distinguish from here.
Line 16, Give the circumstances referred to.
Towers.—Distinguish from castle 1. 11), turret (1. 26).
Stayed.—Distinguish from stopped. Vorbalist.
Purt.—\What mood ?

Noble.—Distinguish from stately (1. 7).

Describe -* Tantallon’s towers.”

Give Mar.nion’s adieu in the indirect form.

Point ou. an example of false syntax in lines 11-18,

II.
Lines 19-24.
What does Douglas’s nction (in line 19) express? Why does he
use Marmion thus? Why doos he *¢fold his arms ' ?

Manors, halls, bowers, shall.—Put in other oxpressions that will
mean the same. Why “shall”? What other word 1s a{terwards
used to include the three first?

Sovereign.—Write a note on the spelling of this word.
Lines 25-29.
Alone.~—Distinguish from only ; wnich would be preferable here ?

only
Distinguish My castles | alone

{ only
King's | alone.
Express line 26 by one word.
What is contrasted with line 277
Put the last couplet in its prose vrder.
What sound predominates here? Tts effect ?
Point out any beauties in lines 25-29.

III.

Lines 80-39.

In tho first couplet, what sounds are commonest 2 Their effect ?
What are the important words? The effect of their position ?

Like fire.—Point out the comparison.

Very.—What is implied in this? What does the introductory
couplet imply ? Why does not the stanza open with Marmion's
answer?

*¢ This to me !"—What feoling does this mark?

Hoary beard.—What figure?

Hoary.—Distinguish from gray.

Su?ch haud. —Dves this denote innocence or guilt on Marnuon’s
part

Had spared. - What mood ¥ Douglas.—In what person ?

The meancst.—\What is contrasted with this?

Proud.—Distingnish from haughty, vain,

What object has Marmio.. in making the statement in lines 37-
3917 What is their effect?

Give other expressions in place of swarthy cheek, had not spared
to cleave, haughty, peer, line 37, the meanest in her state, be thy mate.
Lines 40-49.

More.—Give the force. Parse. Vassals.—Parse.

What causes Marmion to use this parenthesis ?

Criticize line 44.

Saidst. —What difference would it make if he had said suyest ?

Give other expressions meaning the same as pitch of pride,
vassals, thow'rt defied, peer to any lurd.

¢ Marmion's speech is a climax.” Show this.

¢“The power of this speech is partly due to the contrasts.”
Point them out.

Note the different ways in which he addresses Douglas, and from
each title used judge of his feelings, ¢‘The language of Marmion
is very bold. It is that of one who feels his own yuilt and ovinces,
as a consequence, a lack of moral courage.”— Millar,

Mason § 372,

What figure m plain #

are my King's ; My castles are my

What is contrasted '

Wherein dves Marmion show that ‘‘he feels his own guilt"'?
Where does he ‘¢ evinco a lack of moral courage”? Xlow would
you expect an innocont man in similar circumstances tc act ? Give
Marmion's rejoinder in tho other narration.

Iv.

Lines 50-58.

Distinguish flush, blush ; rage, fury (1. 74) anger; ashen, ashy ;
hue, color, tint; o'crcame, conquered,

O'ercame. —Give tha exact force.

Ashen hue.—What is contrasted with this ?

What figure in line 53 ?

How does line 56 begin and end? What figure ?

Saint Bryde.—Who was she ?

Drawbridge, porteullis,—Explain fully.

Give other expressions that moan the same as lines 50-51, Fierce
he broke forth, To beard the lion in his den, grooms, wurder.

Point out any example of poetic license.
V.
Lines 59-64.

Well was his need.— Put in prese order.

Rowels.—Mark diacritically.

Sprung.—Give a better wo.d. Does this word suit the simile in
arrow ?

Point out any deviations fron' grammatical accuracy.

Point out any words inat by their sound give some indication of
their meaning and tha’ are consequontly well-chosen.

VI
Lines 64-78.

““The tenses of the verbs aro changed in this stanza,” What is
the effect?  Point out any exception to this change of tenses.

Rise.—Mark diacritically.

What idea is prominent in lines 67, 687 How do the lines
read? Slow or fast, smooth or harsh? What causes it? What is
this agreement called 1

Clenchéd.—Explain the force of the mark over 8. Iis name ?

Pours.—What doos this imply ? Gauntlet.—Describe.

Point out examples of Harmony, Simile and Hyperbole in stanzas
Vand VI vir

Lines 73-90.

Reined, pace.—What figures ?

Royal messenger.—Express by one word

Unworthy.— Why 7 Tell the story.

A letter forged. —Give authentic inatances of this crime in that
age.

Knwht.—Name other noble titles and distinguisrh them.

King.—Who? St Bothan, Qawain.—Write notes on these
nawmes,

Son of mine.—Name his sons. Parse mine, save.

Fiery.—What is contrasted with this?

Bold.—Distinguish from brave, etc. Verbalist.

Point out deviations from strict grammatical accuracy.

Give other expressions meaning the same as he reined his fury's
paceI, lsit liked me ill, his clerkly skill, lines 83, 84, 88, his mandute he
recalls.

Point out Harmony in lines 89, 90.

Mandate,—What was it? DMeaning,

GeNErRAL Exercises

1. Toll tho story of the quarrel of Marmion and Douglas,

II. What traits of the character of (1) Marmion, (2) Douglas are
brought out ?

III. Which part of this selection do you like the best ? Why ?

IV. Give, from the poem, five examples of what are, in your
estimation, beauties of poetic diction.

V. Which of the characters has your sympathies? Why?

VI, Describe the person and appearance (1) of Marmion (Canto
I, stanzas § and 6), (2) of Douglas (Canto VI, stanza 11), (8) of
Clare (Canto VI, stanza 3).

VII, We say *the Do las,” why nat ‘¢ the Marnion ” ¢

Supply the ellipsis.
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THE TRUE OBJECT OF FKEE PUBLIC SCHOULS.

From tho Boston, Mass., Citizen, .

The reasons for Furnishing froe cducation to the individuals com-
posing a community will vary in accordance with the idea upon
which the organization of that con.munity is based.

If the State (e. 9., the communily acting as a whole for a common
purposo) is a communistic body, controlling and taking the proceeds
of the labor of .each individual to itself, it is evidently bound to
provide him in roturn, not only with free instruction, but with free
foud, shelter, clothing, care in sickness and old age, and, in short,
with everything rcquisite to his well-being.

But our form of government wiscly recognizes the right of the
individual to personal independence, with the right to labor for his
own proper benefit, and the duty to provide, for himself and those
who are dependent upon him, tho cssentials enumerated above. It
also leaves to him the formation of organizations for religious and
social purposes. It may Do stated, broadly, that the State only
iuterferes with the affairs of the individual, or assumes any purt cf
t.em, when it is necessary to do so in order to securo some benofit
to itself ; or, in other words, to promote the welfare of the whole.

Now, while the right of suftrage is accorded to every citizen,
practically giving to the majority absoluto control of State affuirs,
it is, cvidently, of the greatest importance that he should be
possessed of a general knowledge of the principles upon which a
proper conduct of such affairs is based, and of their practical appli-
cation,

Aud herein lies the reason for the establishment of free public
schools. The State gives free instructivn to all, in order that they
may be properly qualified to perform their civic duties.

It follows, then, that the course and method of instruction should
be adapted to secure the end in view. The State should receive its
quid pro quo. The object of 1)+« establishinent is not, primarily, to
qualify the scholars for the practice of professions, for undertaking
business operations, for private ends, or personal emolument ; it is
only to enable them to exercise understandingly tho duties of
citizenship,

The proper preparation for this special instruction involves the
necessity of giving to them a good general education, which will be
equally applicable to other and personal objects, but it should ever
bo borne in mind that these advantages are incidental to, and not
the main object of, the establishment.

The pupl should be taught to realize that he owes a debt to the
State for his education, which he is bound in honor to repay by, at
the first, diligently learning and, subsequontly, well and faithfully
performing, his civic duties. C. F. Crenoxe.

Our Hjclidap Stovp.

THE EXPERIMENT AT DARRAGH'S RUN.

—

In the Court House of———County, Southern Ohio, of a November
duy, some fifty or more candidates for teachers’ certificates were
gathercd. Five gravo and reverncd seigniors constituted the Board
of Examiners, and conducted the investigation with a judicial
demeanor that struck terror to tho soul.

The questions were oral, which made the ordeal acutely distress.-
ing to most among tho ‘oxamined who hadu't learned, i crowded
clasg-rooms, to rally their scattering wits under firo. Constantly
one tingled to hear a faint, palpitating “I know, but I'm too con-
fused to think,” and not a third of the candidates bore off the
coveted certilicates.

“1 didn’t put up any prayers for fair winds for you,” Serena
Blako said to me, as we drove to her boarding.place in tho district
where sho was to teach:

 How, then, did I ovor make my port "

“TI've been an idiot,” Serena continued, **and I'm more unhappy
than I've been sines Utried o drown a kitten a half-dozen years
ago. This parl. of Ohio was scttled by Pennsylvania Dutch, the
logiost peuple on earth. They build no churches, they ﬁght against
achools, they thump-a-ty bump over corduroy roads, they've neither
books nor newspapers, they care littlo for what's soinq on in the
world, excopt as it effects the market for pigs and wool. Some-
times tho stable s part of the house, and the women will all be
clumping about in woosden shoes. They'll feed you on blood-
puddings, suuer-kreut, carrion cheese, bonny-clabber, and a dozen
kinds of sausage, and a3 for the sleeping arrangements "—awful
blauk !

“And to think that a spoiled only child like you, a Yankee girl
hardly vut of short dresses, perfectly new to any Western life, and
knbwing nothing of Public Schools East or West, should, just fora
whim———good griavious! there's Mr. Darragh, your trustee. Do
give the whole business up !”

S(Ilno stopped oui carriage beside a lumber-wagon halted in the
road.

** Good-day, Miss Bluke!” called the man sitting composedly on
the loose board that served for a waggon-seat. ¢ It's Miss Lyman
with you, I reckon. I've got her trunk and things aboard here, and
if she'll get in, I'll just hagl her up to my house to oncet.”

“To haul me up ! I whispered co Serena, as I gave hera partin
hug, ““This is the first time I was ever ¢ evened,’ as Bridget use
to say, to a stick of timber, Mind, we are to spend our Saturdays
together!”

“ Do you think you cau climb up hore?” my trustee said, as I
approached the wagon, *¢This mar’ aint used much, except under
a saddle, and she’s rather dandery at this cart, and flings round
some.” He reached down his hand as an aid, and incited to my
best by doubts as to the effect upon the ‘‘mar’s ” agitation of my
skirts whisking about her, I sprang upon the thill, and a flying leap
landed me in the wagon.

¢ Pretty well done : ”’ cried Mr. Darragh, approvingly.
limber, anyhow,” aud w- set off with a rash.

‘“Lady ! Lady ! don’t bo a fool ! and while he was struggling
with the mare, I could tako a survey of wy truatee.

A mau sixty years old, with a harsh, yellow face seamed with
wrinkles, a bie, strong nose blunted at the tip, iron-gray eyes, with
a twinkle of fun in them, a mouth that shut like a stael trap, a chin
like a clenched fist, a week’s unmown stubble of grizzled beard.

Presently Lady sobered somewhat, and Mr. Darragh in turn
could look at me.

“I'm afeared this is an ornery business!” he broke out, after a
minute.

The mare was going steadily ; I stared at him in amazement.

‘T mean this yer school business,” he explained. ¢ You know I
hired another woman teacher first at that college you and Miss
Blake come from 7"

** Yes, Miss Nutting. But her brother is too ill to be left. She
l\vr]ote, you about me, and Miss Blake camo to see you in my be-
half 7 ”

“Yes, yes, all that. but I've been car'lczs! I knowed Miss
Nutting was no chicken, that she'd teached a good deal hereabouts,
and was called right smary of a haid at it. "So when she wrute't
she could recommend somebody’t could do it as well as she could,
why, I reckoued 'twould be a woman ’bout hor age and so on. But
you're not twenty. I'd tuke my oath o' that, and what opporchunity
can you have had for teachin’? 1t's a mighty ornery business !

“May be not,” Iventured. “I'm not twenty, it's true, but I
lmflghl to kno 7 something about schools. I've been in them all my
ife.” :

“No such great all, is it 7” answered my wyorried trustee, laugh-
ing a little.  **"Taint your schoolin’ I'm doubtin’; it’s the age and
exper’ence vou lack. And if ’twas any other deestrict in the
country ! Last winter we had three masters in as many months, I
mistrust sume on 'em hadn’t no great o’ learnin’, and one on ’em was
a poor shoat, surely! Ile come to me actilly whimperin’ ’t his'life
was in danger, and he should sue the trustees for the vally o’ the
clo'es he'd had plashtered with susrup !

I told him to sue and be bounced for a mean-sperreted critter.
But at last the boys got too owdacious, and I was 'bleeged to 'pear
to 'em. I threatened ’em high; had the old school-house tore
down, and the deestrict’s Lad no schuol this summer. Aud they
dun’t like not to have a school, mind you.

*“So Ithought we'd try a new plan in the new schoothouse ; get
a tip-top woman teacher, and see what she could mako cut. But

“ You'ze
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soodness ! They’re half on 'em older’'n you be, gals and all.
looks jubous !

T can but fail,” T suggested. “It'll be no worse to have threo
women teachers i a winter than three men. I suppose my scholurs
would hardly pour syrup on me?”*

“Oh, there’d be nome o’ that roughness to a woman, sartainly
not to a gook-lookin', young one. But there 'tis! You're too
good-lonkin® - P'm afeared that's vhat'll be the mahter ! The whole
boilin’ Il be for sparkin’ you, and there’ll be rro end o’ rumpus ¥

“There, at any rate,” T burst out, 1 ean relieve you  There'l}
be no trouble of that whatever ! My sole business here is to teach.”

“To teach, hoy? Vell, so 'tis! so 'tis! But if you're right
smart of a pretty gal, if you be an eddicated one, we can’t 1ot shut
of it, can we ¥ And the boys aint fools, and havo got eyes, if they
aint been to colleze! T dono’s I'm a-blamin’ 'emr so much ; but
I'm afeared it won't work, Well, you’ll have to try. You've got
some sand, T reckon ; you'll need it,” with which darkling prophecy
my truatee dropped the subject.

“Sand? That's Western for grit,”” T thought nine or ten hours
later, when at Jast my head was on my pillow : “bnt ch * could al)
the gramite in New England stiffen me up to go through with this
foulish, dreadful adventure 7" and I ended in a flood of tears that
would have been a storm of sobs had not one of Mr. Darragh’s two
daughters shared my couch, while a trundle-bed that was drawn
part away from beneath it was occupied by two wide-aveke Darragh
boys of cight and ten.

Mr. Darragh was a widower, with mne claldwen, ewght of whom
would be my pupils,

Their house was a log one, of two rooms, with a lean-to room
added at each end of the cabin.  One of these lean-to additions was
the sleeping-room of Mr. Darragh, his youngest boy, his married
daughter, and her husband and baby.

The other, used as kitchen and dining-room, was also the bedroom
of the house.keeper, a widow, and her little «ivl. The living room
had the high-pled state bed and trundle-bed, while up the Jadder
to the loft had chmed the four older Darragh loys and the hired
men. The loft was larder, also, for while supper was getting, up

and down, down and up, those ladder-rounds the women-folk, bear-!

g cahe, crullers, cheese, sugar, pies, honey, peach butter, apple
butter, pickles and preserved persimmons had mounted and de-
scended m dizzying procession.

At supper the men had eaten first. Then came the turn of the
wferior sex, with a sprinkling of small boys  The women supped
m the abject sunbonnets they wore during all their waking hours,
indoors and out. I had a clean cover provided, but the others used
the plates, cups, knives and forks that had served the men. Besido
the loft dainties, we had hot bread, corn-cake, huminy and fried
chicker, and in each one of tive berry saucers picketed round my
plate, [ was expec-ted to eat a different kind of preserve, deluged
with yollow cremm.

Tf this werid doesn’t ultogether fade from us when we leave it, I
think it will be rather far on in the future when I forget my emo-
tions during the first half-hour in the new school-house that
morning.

“And there were giants in those days.”

There were a dozen children; there were the Darraghs, ages
from six to twenty-two : the rest of my flock were grown men and
women, who to Wastern Leight and vast frame-wmk joined a
solidity their away-back ancesrors in Deutachland hardly surpassed.
Their size und the:e mature looks frightened me. The feeblest
young woman before me could easily ctap me up nn her shoulder,
and there were four too.solid sisters weighing amongst them,
as they proudly told me later, more than seven hundred pounds.

Suddenly a story I had read—* Bedy and Brains "—flashed
across my mind,

¢ Brains,” 1 ap strophized, ‘“if 1 have any, now's your chanoe !
And tact, and mother-wit, and whatever gift or grace I ve mhented,
here's your field !

As T began to recover the use of my paralyzed faculties, the
situation looked less menacing than I had dreaded, and thers were
hat three scholirs whom I mentally placarded ** Dangerous !
These were, first, and worst, Mark Darragh; second, Mahlmm
Browers, Mark’s crony, a rather obstinate.looking young Duteh-
man_ but altogether & more mauly, hopeful subject than Mark;

It,

theh,e,na d 1, a,tcolumns; “The cat hns got a rat,” etc., le-
gends. .

““Plie forenaon sped away quietly, though T onco inadvertontly
convulsed the house by roplymg, to a query from one of tho smaller
girls, ** Teacher, dare I g'wout 7" . "

“T'm sure I don’t know, but T wouldn't try without Jeave.

Tho child stared at m2, hesitated, then dropped int- her seat, T,
probably, lovhed as bewildered, for heads sheltered themselves
behind books and slates, snd shoulders shook with sowa inexplicable
amusoment.  But 1 soon had the key, for a littlo later a boy's hand
was lifted,—

““Teacher, daro I get a drink?”

Aud thereafter petitions in that school-room were couched in
more intelligible form.

For a week T bad a host of minor vutlawries to combat, and there
was a palpable feeling as of an armed truce, a feeling that us palpably
softened day by day.

Collars, ruffles. knots of sibbon, began to appear at the necks of
the girls, white aprous to replace the pink cr yellow print ones.
Same of the girls copied the arcangement of my hair.  Sume amen-
jtics even crept into the toilet of the young men. Trouscrs were
not invariably worn « la cow-boy ; hands were scrubbpd to ruddy
cleanliness, finger-nails mourned their owners’ inattention less pro-
foundly, and odors of vascline and bergamot began to bo rathar
oppressive.

Then came a test collision, It was during the noon interval. A
frozen rain was falling, so all were within doors. Reading at wy
desk, I suddenly smelled cigar-smoke. Two young men were
smoking. . .

¢ Mahlon, Mark,” I said, ** please to putaway your Jigars directly.
Y. must know that the school-room is not a suitable place for
sme ‘ing, and that it is, besidg, to offer me and these young ladies
a great rudeness,” o )

Mahlon's cigar came out of his mouth as if it burned hiw, and
was flung into the stove.

“What d’ye do that for?” demanded Mark.
time Nobody’s got any right to buss round now,
aint ye 7" pufling away himself like a charcoal-pit.

Mahlon ma le some answer I did not catch.

“T won't, then ! Mark replied.

Alltalk and frolic had censed, and there was a hush of expectancy.
My heart, too, stood still, but I inanaged to say, quictly,—

““ Mark, while I teach wn this schoolroum no scholar will smoke
in it. You can either put away your cigar, 0. take your books, go
home, and stay theve, for here 1 will not receive you ag:in.”

¢ Who'll make me quit smokin’ 1" he blustered.

“ Your own good sense, I hope.”

Aud either that, or his knowl.lge of the vigorous support the
trustees ‘“‘lewed’ to give me, prev.iled, the cigar was pocketed,
and the cause of law and order won’for my reign.

A few days later I discovered I nced not keep up cautionary
signals for Jakey.

**Girls,” T heard Phu Ruckert say one morning before school-
time, *‘ Jakey's goin’ to get married in the spring.” . .

*Fudge!” cried Mina Ruckert, ¢ Jakey's been a-gettin’ married
the last six years.”

¢+ But it's true, this time,"” declared Phl,

Jakey grinned yes.

+* He's hired hia cabin and piece o' land a'ready,” went on Phil ;
¢ old man Krause's.” .

¢ Who you goin’ to marry, Jakey ? " asked Rosio Gross.

«Oh, I dono yet,”" returned Jzkey, with beaming frankness,
““but somebody jest like teacher, only a littlu older, and not so—
go skittish-lookin’!”

The roof remained atanch above the shrieks and roars of laughter
that followed this, and then Dan Dacragh said,— .

*« What'll you do *bout help in harvestin’ ? If she has hands like
teacher’s, they won't be of much ’count reapin’, bindin’, cradlin,’
and 8o on.”

Jakey stretched forth a fist like a Western yellow-washed ham
for size and shape. .

« Reckon I can get along ‘thout no help,” he sairl, proudly.

The four-months term was nearly over whea I opened the school-
yhouse door one afternoon to a visitor, Dr. Bunton, Superintendent

¢« Paint school-
Gettin' sick,

“tAmt 1t, Jakoy #'

third, Jukey Greenawalt, a non-compus giant, whe, at auy species jof the county schools, and President of the Examiming Board.

of witless farm work could do the stint of two good men 1n a day,

| *“Miss Lyman, he sad, as ho seated hunself besmde my desk,

but who, at twenty three, after years of wrestling, was stll prostrate ** 1 never believed the age of miracles has passed, a.md.tht’e’y toll me
before the sovere intellectual exercises of the primer's early pages, |you've beon instrumental in working vne in thix district.
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“1, sir?_Then I'm afraid you'll go away an utter skeptic. But
what sliall T ask the scholars to 20?7 This time Friday afterncons
wo gonerally give to what they call their world-as-it-moves lesson,
but we will change to any exercise you prefer.”

“No, plemge. Just go on asif I were not hore,
how tho world wags according to these young folks.”

1 was delighted, for my scholars were at their best in thus little
depar.ure frum the daily routine I had devised as a moutal
awakoner.

Each pupil over eight years old brought, Friday, one fact or
evont freshly discovered or occurring in the world at large, with
anything rolating to it he or she could possibly glean. When these
gatherings lind all been road and described, we chose, by acclama-
mation, the topics of most interest or importance, and devoted-an
hour to discussion and research concerning them.

This special afternoon the death of the Princo Imperial was the
only topic dwelt upon, that leading us to the Zulus, the diamond-
fiolds, ostriches, and ostrich-farming, the Boers, English military
schools, and a graphic sketch of the %onnpartes from Madume Mere
down—this last the contribution of Dr. Duaton. I furnished illus-
trated newspapers with pictorial scenes in South Africa.

Al' the faces were animated. The smallest children looked
engerly as their elders at maps and pictures, and got some idea of
South African life, and even Jukey, I think, could have given
clearly the details of the youug princo's tragic fate.

Dr. Dunton praised and congratulated the Darragh’s Run Kupils
till their hearts must have glowed, for mino was warm and happy
for them. Whon they were gone lie said, *“¥ hear, Miss Lyman,
this is yous urst school?”

“ Yes, sir.”

‘“H'm. ‘A stout heart to the steep hill.” How many schools in
this county have been offercd you this winter?

“T believe five, sir, I can hardly help remembering, Mr. Dar-
ragh is su furivas when the different trustees come to ask me.”

** You look so very young that T should like to know just how old
you are. Is that indiscreet 2"

“ Not from you, sir. But Ishould not answer the question to
anyone in this district. I shall be seventeen in another month.”

A babe—woll ! well! And when do you think it was this after-
noon that 1 azid to myself, ¢ The miracle is wrought?’ When that
long fellow,—Mark, did you call him ?—rushing to bring me a map,
caught his foot in a desk-iron and fell headlong in the aisle. There
was not a smtle on a face in the room! A year ago the girls would
have scteamed, the young men fairly ye‘lcd, with delight. How
have you changed all that so quickly ?’

“A little by ding-donyg, and a good deal by being scrupulously
polite to them, Isuppose. But, really, with one oxception, they’'ve
all tried very hard to please me, I think they must have considered
meo too small and helpless to be crossed.

“The worst struggle was aboat tobavco-chewing. At first, the
young men munched all day like so many army worms, and the
hiss ! hiss ! of ejected juice nearly drove me frantic,

“ 1 appealed to their chivalry. A man-teacher in high boots might
possibly, I told them, ford those brown floods and got safely todry
land, but could they expect me to sweep my skirts through them? In
a week chewing was ended, in the room, save by the scholar who fell
to-day, Mark, who continued to surround himself with dreadful
pools, and finally I opened the stove and shovelled ashes in a ring
about him. That cus, and we've had a clean floor since, bat he still
chews, and, I'm told, spits—in his boots ! ”

Dr. Dunton laughed and rose. ‘‘And how have you succeeded
with the old folks 7 or is it #ll a romance about those reading-circles
weeklg Irom house to howee,”and old man Krause crying like a
baby because King Lear’s troubles were so much like his own?”

‘““Dr. Dunton ! has ‘our own correspondent’ been interviewing
this district 7"

‘“ My dear young lady,” he said, shaking hands with me fo go,
¢¢ the real teacher is like the poet, ¢ born, not made.’ Your 'prentice
haud has driven a great entering wedge in here this winter. 1 hopo
the four months' work has convinced you what your vocation is.
When you are ready to go on in it, I am at your service for any
credeutials, any help I can give.” ’

S. F. Horriss.—In the Youth's Companion.

Let us hear

A Chicago man who has recontly returned from Europe wasasked
what he thought of Rome.  ** Well,” he replied, ¢ Rome is a fair-
sized tuwn, but I couldn't help but think when I was there that she
had seen her best days.”

Educational Llotes amd Lews.

Brown University has opened its doors to womon.
There aro thirty colored students in tho freshman class ut Yale.

New Public Schools are to be built in two of the wards in Orillia.

Public educativn will this year cust Kingstun. deducting the
Government grant, $20,297.78.

Tho Strathivy Collegiate Institute Bard ask for 82,500 to pro-
vide additional accommodation.

Germany has no college papers, whilo of 365 colleges in the
Untted States, 150 publish papers.

Mr. David Fotheringham, late 1. P. S for North York, has been
appointed Inspector for South York, vice Me. James Hodgson.

Waterloo County Council has inade a grant in aid of buth Berlin
High School and Galt Collegiate Institut s of $800 each.

Vacation schools have beon established in Buston for the beunefit
of poor children who cannot go away from home during the summer
months.

There were 1,296 teachers employed in the Chicago schuols last
year, the total onrollment bemg 79,276, and the average daily
attendance being 57,964.

Residonts of the town of Woodstuck, Ont., huvo subscribed
210,500 in aid of the fund for the enlargement and unprovement of
the Baptist €ollege buildings.

The amount refunded to teachers from the superannuated fund
last year was 810,593.30 ; the year before, $4,037.59. Fifty-seven
teachers in Middlesex and 51 in Elgin withdrew their subscription
during 1885.

The number of educational institutions in the Province of Quebec
has increased from 5,079 in 1883-84 to 5,131 in 1884.-85, and the
number of pupils attending these from 252,932 to 258,099 during
the same period.

The best evidence that a teacher is trying to better himself in the
work of teaching is the fact he reads educational works and learns
what others are doing to improve themselves in their noble under-
tuking.—Normal School Instructor.

The concert in connection with the closing exercises of Hellmuth
Ladics’ College on the 22nd ult. was pronounced u great success,
The manner in which the several young ladies taking part rendered
the difticult pieces assigned them elicited much praise.

Tho late Professor Leopold von Ranke is said to have worked
eight hours a day for more tha. forty years. His first heat at his
work each day was from 10 to 12, and at 9 in the evening he ve-
turned to it until 1 in the morning. Midnight was his favorite
working time,

At the next meeting of the Uxbridge School Board, Mr. Crocby
will introduce a motion to reduce the salaries of the public school
teachers. Mr. Crosby is evidently a fellow who has been taught
by cheap teachers in his youth and the job was not well done. —
Whitby Chronicle.

The Bowdoin College baseball nine wanted a certain player’s ser-
vices, 80 money enough was provided tu enable him to take a special
course in college, and thus make him 3 member of the nine. Other
college clubs care so little about educativn that they kick at this
arrangement,— Boston Herall.

Mr. Wm. Lochhead, B.A., Science Master in Perth Collegiate
Institute, has been appointed to the vacant Fellowship in Chemis-
try and Mineralogy in Cornell University. Mr. Loohhead was
2und man in First Rank Honors Natural Science, McGill Univer-
sity, 1885. All honor to Canada !

Amongst other features of the comumencement oxercises at the
Brantford Ladies' College was the excellent rendering of Masaniello
with four pianos (sixteen hands), which so delighted the audience
that by request it wasrepeated the second evening. The vocal svlos
and choral class selections are said to have showed fine taste and
gndmirable training.

A new High School is shortly to be erected in Regina, the sum
of §30,000 having been voted for schuol supplies by the Board of
Education. A portion of this sum will be devoted to providing
the new schocl building with maps, apparatus, etc. A praise-
worthy enterprise is shown by the Board in thoroughly establishing
a school system on a most liberal basis.
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Following i3 a list of the officers appointed at the last meeting
of the East Lambton Toachors’ Association : President, W. N,
Norton; Vice-President, T. B. Houidge; Secrotary-Treasurer
and Librarian, Jubn R. Brown ; Management Committeo, D.
Whyte, 1. Henderson, D. B. Bentloy, C. S. Faleoner, W. B.
Anthony,

The exercises held by the Hellmuth Ladies’ College on the com-
pletion of the schoul year seem to have been this year oxceptionally
brilliant and successful. There was a series of flvo concerts, the
fiest of which was held on Monday evening, June 14th. Tho art
department displayed some 1,300 snecimens of act work, two-thirds
of which were vriginal.  The Guvernor-General's med il for general
proficiency was awarded to Miss E. Seaborne, London.

The W.C.T. U. of Aylmer offers two valuable poems of equal
valuy as prizes to ba competed for by the pupils of the Public
School.  One will be riven for the best cssay on ** Temperance,”
written by any pupil in the fourth class; the other for the best
essay on the same subject, written by any other pupil of the same
school,  The essays are to be written at school on Friday aftornoon,
th(ln lﬁll'h inst , and will he judged by the teachers of the High
School.

The Massachusetts Institute of Te.hnolugy is to have by far the
lirgest entering class in its histury the coming year, aud it promises
to he as large as the freshman class of any institution in the coun-
trv  Examinations of candidates are hold this year at Montreal,
New York City, Philadelphia, Washington, Cincinnati, Chicago,
St. Paul, St. Louis, Denver, and San Francisco, while the number
of applicants at Boston alone is far beynnd the expectations of the
maost ardent friends of the school. —N. E. Journal of Education.

A teachar ‘a the Lawrence Street school, Newark, N.J., gave to
hor pipils ~lowest grammar grade —the following words to be used
instatements: Girvelong, squirrel, ayile, haughty, wholly. Inless than
ten minutes 37 ilie Honeyville (colored) presented the following:

The shepherd works the lice ony day attending to his sheep ;

The spairrel, so aygile at his pley, has seldom time to sleep ;

The hanghty butterfly de th say, **These flowers ave wholly mine;”
The hees make honey all the day, and never stop to dine.

An exchaince says. - ¢ There is an opidemic of forgery of a mild
kind prevalent among schunol children. The young scamps and
seampesses, some of themn are in thoe habit of forging the names of
parents to their excuses for tardiness or absence from school. In
other cages the excuses are written without parontal authority by
obliging sisters, cousing, and aunts.  Other chuldren neglect or omit
to present their monthly reports, which contain, besides a record of
their standing. a full report of their abscuces and late.comings.
Every puent should demand from his child the repurt at the begin-
ning of each month. Tf the report is not voluntarily produced
there is something the puapil desires to conceal, and conseyuently
something wrong ”

At thio revent examinations of candidates fur teacliers’ certificates
in Charlottetown, PLE. L, the fullowing passed fur Furst and Sceund
Class respectinoly.  The veder of namer indicates the comparative
standings.  First Cluss.—~Thos, McLeod, Georgetown; Herbert
Shaw, Brackley Paint ; W, W, Alexander, Stanhope ; John McIn-
tyre, Clifton ; James Landrigan, Covehead ; Roderick McNeill, St.
Catharines; Wallace McIntyre, New Perth ; Jas. Devereaux, New
Aaven ; Donald Caneron, Glen William ; James McPhaii, Orwell ;
Geu. Gurdun , Sam’l Rubertson, Bedegue , Minnie Howatt, Centre-
ville ; Mageie Maxtield, Charlottetown.  Second Class. — Ernest
Matheson, Brackley Point ; John T. McLaren, Flat River ; Janetta
McPhail, Orwell; Amy DesBrisay, Charlottetown; Simon J
Fraser, Avondale; Henry Lawson, Stanhope; James E. Pollard,
Charlottetown ; Thos. ennedy, Charlottetown; Duncan Martin,
Uigg ; John T, Young, Cherry Valley ; Andrew Harding, Graham’s
Road ; Lavinia McKenzie, Murray Harbor Road ; Henry Gordon,
Roseneath ; Herbert McLeod, Dunstaffnage; Annie McRae, Puint
rim ; Borbara McNeill, West River; Matthew Pratt, Alborry
Plains ; Maria Lawson, Charlottetown ; George S. McLeod, Stan-
hope ; Ahee Landnigan, Covehead ; James McLeod, Murray River;
Albert E. Dounglas, Hillsboro’; Geo. Arthur, Alberton; Lauchlin
McDonald, Hampton; Sarah Mallard, Souris; Frank Lawson,
Charlottetown ; Stephen Balderston, North Wiitshire; Lois White,
York Puint; Neil A. McLeod, Bideford ; Kate Crawford, Tryon ;
W. H. Cammings, East Wiltshire; Alex. B. McDonald, St. And-
rewn's , Faunie Hugg, Bedeyue, Robt. D. McLaughlan, Hillsboro',

G. P. McDougall, Miscouche , Elicaleth McCallum, Harringtun , all subjects, iucluding teaching.

Georgina Morrison, Crapaud ; Emma McCallum, Southport.

An overture from the Presbytery of Guelph was presented to the
Synod at Hawmilton to the offoct that the baok of solections from
tho Biblo which was prepared for uso in the Public Schools did not
me(:lt the general want, and that the Bible as a whole should be
used,

Tho Suprenie Court of Indiana has rocoutly decided a case of
some importance to teachers and superintendents. Tho attorneys-
general have ruled for several years that the trustees had no right
to vmploy the teaching forco for the next year until aftor the elec-
tion of a new trustee m June. In 1825 the Schunl Board at Nobles-
ville re-employed Supt. Rebuilt.  After tho election of a new
member in Juno the contract wi . repudiated. He entered suit
against tho Board, and has just had his contract confirmed hy the
Supreme Court, although the lower courts held that the nuw Board
alone had the right to contrack . This is ae it should be, for the
Board for whom teachers have worked for one or more yoars is cer-
tainly best qualified to judgo of merit or demerit.—N. k. Journal
of Education.

Following are the results of the late examinations at the Toronto
Normal School :  The fullowing students having vbtaiued not Juss
than 60 por cent. of.the marks awarded to Practical Toaching, and
an average of nut less than 60 per cent. of the marks awarded fe ¢
the written examination held daring the term, and the final exan-
ination held by the Central Cummitteo, aud not less than 40 per
cent. on each subject on which they were examined, are recom-
mended for ¢¢ Professiunal Normal School Certificates ™ :

Messrs. Allen, Burke, Bell, Blair, Bothwell, Beckor, Bowis,
Catley, Dandeno, Doupe, Elliott, Eggleton, Grant, Gray, L. K
Graham, Hamilton, Holland, Hamlen, Hull, Jamieson, Meade,
Millington, MecGregor, McCormick, MecAlpine, McPherson,
McNawmara, McDonald, Oliver, Roynolds, Seaton, Shearer, Solmes,
Talbott, Theobald, Wade, Watson, Wanless.

Misses Anderson, Applebee, Burritt, Butchart, Baxter, Brown,
Burke, Beattie, Baird, Barltrop, Bowes, Bowis, Baillie, E. D.
Chapman, Cameron, Clime, Cucrelloy, Carey, Cogen, Duncan,
Douglas, Eaglo, B. Evans, A. Evans, English, Fyle, Ferguson,
Gould, Goodwin, Grieve, Halls, Hyndman, Harrison, C. Kenne ly,
Keith, Kelley, E. Kenuedy, Lavingston, Marshall, Moir, M mroe,
J. Morrison, A, Morrison, Misner, Mulholland, Murphy, Murray,
McKechnie, Macullum, McPherson, McKim, McCall, McMaster,
Nicol, Noecker, Powell, Preston, Riddell, Riggins, Ross, Read,
Reinhart, Rutherford, Sanson, Sheehan, Sutherland, Spark,
Stalker, J. Thompson, J. Taylor, C. Thompson, A. Taylor, B,
White, E Whyte, S. Weir, Walter, Wildern, Walker, Woolcott,
Wright, Wilson, A. Weir, Mary Ann Moir.

CERTIFICATES RAISED,

The following students holding second-class certificates, Grade
“B,” and having obtained more than 70 per cent. of the marks
awarded for practical teaching in the Model School, and not less
than 70 per cent. of the marks awarded for the written oxamina-
tions held by the Central Committee, have had their certificates
raised to Grade “A” : )

Mesars. F. Blair, H. Catley, J. D:indeno, E. Egglston, L. K.
Graham, J. Gray, R. Meade, W. McAlpine, D. McGregor, A.
McNamara, G. Theobald.

Misses Anderson Applobee, Baird, Beattie, Burke, Burltrop,
Chimte, Currelley Chapman, Gould, E. Kennedy, Mavshll, Nichoi,
Preston, Remhat, Rigamms, C. Thompson, J. Taylor, J. Chomp-
son, A. Weir.

HONORABLE MENTION,

«

The following students, holding second-class certilicates, Grade
“A,” and having obtained moroe than 70 per cent. of the murks
awarded for the written examinations held during the term, and
the final examination held by the Central Committue, are recom-
mended for honorable meuntion :

Messrs. T. Bell, J. Bothwell, H. Hamilton, J. Millingwn, J.
McDonald, B. J. Oliver, A. Reynolds, E. Seaton.

Misses M. Baillie, M. Cogan, R. Fyle, M. Goodwin, M. Moir,
M. Muunro, C. McKechnie, A. Powell, A. Read, E. Sanson, K.
Sheehan, A. Wilson,

The Prince of Wales Guld Medal was presented to Miss Mary
Ann Muir, the student who had the highest numb.. of marks on
The presentativn was made by
Prof. Young.
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Question Dratoce,

@orrespondence.

QUESTIONS.

1. Are the cortificates of Canadian teachers recognized in the
States of the American Union 1

2. What are tho names and addresses of the Chiof Suporintend-
ents of Education in tho following States: Ohio, Colorado,
Nevada, California, Illinois?

C. M. S.. Thamesville.

1. How many legal teaching days will there bo in 1886 ?

2. Can a teacher, after having been absent two wecks through
sickness and certified to that effect, take thess daye into account
when calculating what his portion of the summer salary will be?

Please publish in your siext issue a recipe for renewing black-
boards, TRUSTEE.

" 1. Which is the bottor Normal School, Toronto vr ‘Jttawa ?

2, What are the subjects prescribed for the Normal School course
for the year 1887 ? J A A

Has the ** Teacher's Reading Circle ” been put in operation yet
ornot? If 8o, howisa gerson to proceed with it to complete it in
tle three years specitiea G., Dixie.

In the poem ‘‘Marmion and Douglas,” last verse, and second
line of verse: ¢*But soon he reined his fury’s pace.” Would you
take fury’, to mean ‘‘horse or steed?” I find in a small work,
prepared by two teachers of North York, such to Le the meaning
attached to it, but which I do not think is correct. My own
explanation is that Douglas, after the first heat of passion had
Eassed, cools down : his fury's pace, i. e., his hasty temper. He had

een exasperated by the manner in which Marmion defied him, and
his anger bainﬁ raised to the highest pitch he gives the command,
but after thinking over all in the preceding 14 lines, hi recalls his
first command. Kindly answer and give your opinion in JoURNAL.

Mac.
ANSWERS.

C. M. 8., Thamesville.—1, Certainly not in lieu of State certifi-
cates, Probably they would have weight with officials in granting
certificates.

2. Ohio, Hon. LeRoy D. Brown, State Cummissioner of Com.
mon Schools, Columbus ; Colorado, Hon, Leonidas S. Cornell,
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Denvor; Nevada,
Hon. Charles S. Young, State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Carson City ; California, Hon. William T. Welcker, State Super-
intendent of Public Instruction, Sacramento; Illinois, Hon.
El?ary Raab, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Spring-

e

A.—1. Consult the School Lnw, of which the Trustees will have
a copy.

2, If no deduction is made from the term’s salary on account of
the sickness, we should suppose the whole time would be counted
as if no absence had occurred. But, in case of dispute, address the
Secretary of the Education Department.

‘1 auSTEE.—Perhaps soine reader can furnish one for next istue,
The Diamond Dyes are said to answer well for all such purposes.

J A. A.—1. We should not like to venture an opinion on so
delicate a point. Both are presumably goed.

2. Will be answered as soon as we can get the information.

N. G.-—The Reading Circles are local, and should be arranged
for by teachers themselves in their Associations or otherwise. In
some cases this has been done. The Depurtment, we think, only
prescribes or recommends the cuurse.

Mac.—Your explanation is correct. It is not clear that Dougus
took horse at all before recalling his mandate, and, if he did, ther
would be no force mn the term fury as applied to the horse, while
there 18 much force in it as applied to tgxe hot resentment which
urges him to the pursuit, .

A PROBABLE DISCOVERY.

I have been spending much time at tho resolution of any three
cubes into three other cubes. For oxample: 134234 3'=23+
+2%; to find the rational values for x, 5, =, was the object of pur-
suit. Ihavo found them. Their valuesare :—(31E)%, (L5430, (338
The work is lengthy and abstruse, hence I shall not attempt its
oxposition in the CANADA Scuoor, Journal ; but thoso who takoan
intorest in it may correspond with me. Whon the three cubes are
equal, a8 1%, 15, 1%, to find three othor cubes whose sum is 3 tho
cubes are (3%, (18 (—15)°=3. Both problems have many
answers.

JounN IRELAND, Dracon,

SPELLING REFORM.

To the Editor of the CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL :

Sir,— Ag there is amongat thoso who have the direction of educa-
tion in this couuntry widespread misapprehension of the aims and
methods of the spelling reformers, kindlgv grant me the privilege of
calling public attontic.. to the amended spelling recommeonded by
the Philological Suciety of England and the American Philolozical
Association, These two learned bodies, after years of cosperation,
formulated their recommendations in twenty-four rules, which may
be thus briefly stated :— .

1. Drop final e when 1t is phonetically useless, as in live, have,
vineyard, masculine, ste,

2. Drop vhe phonetically useless letter ont of the digraph ea in
such words as head, heart, carth, meant, etc,

3. For beauty use the old English form, beuty,

4. Drop the phonetically use’. s8 letter out of the digraph eo in
such words as people, leopard, yeoman, ete.

6. Drop i out of parliament.

6. Substitute u for o, dropping phonetically useless letters when
there are any, in such words as above, some, dozen, tongue (tung),
ete., and substitute the Old English wimen for women.

7. Drop o from ou in such words as journal, nourish, trouble,
rough (ruf), ete.

8. Drop u from such native English words as guard, guild, guilt,
guess, ete.

9. Drop the digraph ue after ¢ when the change would not affect
the pronunciation, as in apologue, diulogue, demagogue, colleague,
harangue, ete., retaining it in such words as vogue.

10. Substitute rime for rhyme.

11. When doubling final b, d, g, n. 1, ¢, f, 1, or = serves no useful
phonetic purpose, drop tho last letter, as in ehb, add, egg, 1nn, purr,
bute, staff, dull, buzz, retaming such forms as all, hall, etc. Omt

also one b from abbreniate, one ¢ from accrue, one f from ajfix, one
{ from traveller, otc.

12. Drop silent b from bomb, crumb, debt, doubt, dumb, lamb,
limb, numb, plumb, subtle, succumb, thumb, ete,

13. Change ¢ back to s in cider, fierce, hence, pence, whence, etc.

14. Drop the h from ch whon it is phonetically useless, as in
chamomile, stomach, cholera, school, ete.

1. Subastitate ¢ ford oredin crossed, looked, passed, ete., retaining
the e when the loss of it would modify the sound of the preceding
syllable, as in chanced, chafed, otc.

16. Drop g from feiyn, foreign, and sovereign,

17. Drop h from aghast and ghost.

18. Drop I out of could.

19. Drop p from receipt.

20. Drop s from island, aisle, and demesne, and write z for s in
abuse, rise, ote,

21. Drop ¢ from scent, abd write sithe for scythe.

22. Drop ¢ from catch, pitch, witch, ote.

23. Omit w from whole.

24. Wrlte f for ph in philawphy, sphere, etc.

T need only say by way of remark on these rules :—(1) That their
nuamber might be co 18id-.rably reduced by a different mode of state-
meat; (2) that though our spelling would, in spite of their opera-
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ti n, remain somewhat capricious and irregular, the changes they
sugyest would yreatly enlarge the area of constant orthography ;
13) tha' as spelling is a purely conventional matter, we have a right
to make thess chauges if we choose to do so; (4) that Enghsh
apelling bas in the past undergone changes far greater than those
recommended by the philolugical societies ; (b) that orthography
has been similarly simplified in other languages ; (6) that even this
amount of siwplitication would greatly facilitate the work of teach-
ing children the use of written language ; and (7) that there would
be no apprecidble luss to uffset this great gain.
Yours, &c.,
Wy, HousroN.
Legislative Library,
Toronto, June 24th, 1886.

Weachers’ Associations,

West Bruce.—The annual meeting of the Weat Bruce Teachers’
Association was held in the head master’s room in the Model School,
Kincardine, on June 10th. The roll call showed 55 teachers in attend-
ance. The report of the committee on Uniform Promotion Examinations
was read, and, on motion of F. C. Powell and A. Mc¢Neill, was referred
to a committee to be nominated by the president. The report of the
comittee on the circular from the Waterloo Association read as fol-
lyws: 1st. Inasmuch as un entrance fee is now charged, we deem it
inexpedient to make any change. 2nd. The establishing of an adver-
tising bureau for the beuefit of teachers and trustees we believe would
be un wlvantage. 3rd. That though nnprincipled persons will some-
times eunter the profession, and perhaps take advantage of those already
in the profession in securing situations, still your committee deem it
inulvisable to establish a court of inquiry, as such would lead to endless
trouble and expense. The report was received and adopted on motion
of N. D. M. Kiunun and Alex. McLeod. Miss A. McKenzie read, in
her usual good style, a piece entitled ° Eliza.” R. D. Hall gave an
a lidress un ‘¢ Business Letters and Forms.” Heillustrated on the black-
board the nature of instructious pupils should be given in all letter
w iting, ves ecting the date, address, salutation, body of letter, sub-
scription and superscription. He exhibited several charts showing
diffevent business forms, such as notes, due bills, drafts, cheques,
receipts, and in each case gave suitable explanations. Jobn Dearness,
P. 5. Inspector East M idd%esex, gave an address upon ¢ Attention and
Moo y.” He pointed out the differences between memory and atten-
tion. Tue vavious external and internal stimuli t at should be used in
securing stieution were discussed. The noisy teacher and preacher
were contraste  with the logical and quiet. "The power of concentrating
the mind and 1he methods of doing so were well handled. The differ-
eut kimds of memory were discussed, and the value of each, and the
wdes of cult vating each, clearly indicated. The advantages to be
derived from an intelli ent application of the laws of a sociation, con-
trast, classification and resemblance were aptly illustrated. The cffects
of impure air, poor food and bad cooking upon the nervous system, and
cunsequently upon attention and memory, were well shown. F. C.
Powel: read a piper on *‘First Lessons in History.” He strongly
favored making pupils first acquainted with matters in their own local-
ity. He would first teach local history, dealing with pupils, parents,
teachers, truste:s, councilmen, etc. He would occasionally have a
mook election to incite interest ; would combine history, geography and
literature ; aud use maps as much as possible. He considered the
history required of entrauce candidates far too extensive, and the ques-
tions usually set too abstract and comprehensive. D. D. Yule quite
agreed with the plans explained in Mr. Powell’s paper, and was strongly
in favor of teaching locaf, history and biography first. Mr. Dearness
dealt with “* Reading in First Lessons.” He explained the different
kinds of reading, and rhowed the difference between a good reader and
a great reader. He considered that synthesis should precede analysis
in dealing with small words, and that in analysis of words the initial
letter should be taken before the final. He wasin favor of supplement-
ing the firat reading lessons in the books with plenty of board exercires
and tablets, prepare:l by the teacher ; and strongly urged phrase read-
ing, and would use two pointers, placing oue at each end of the phrase.
The Association adjourned at 5 o’clock p.m.

The entertainment given on Thursday evening was only fairly
attended. The audience would not exceed 200. The programme was
well sustained. Mr. Dearness’ address on Hygiene discussed the sreat
importance of looking after the health of children. The advantages of

ood food, proper clothing, and pure fresh air were clearly shown.
g‘he lamentable defects in the ventilation of nearly all school-rooms
were forcibly impressed by statistics furnished from varioue sources.
The poisonous effects of exhaled air on children and teachers were fully
explained. The Kindergarten songs given by the children in attend-
ance were deservedly well received, The appearance of the little boys

and girls was decidedly good, and reflects credit on the mothers by
whom they were 8o tastily dressed. The actions and singing, together
with the many pretty faces, produced a very pleasing effect. The
readings and recitations given by Misses Kate Ross, A. McKenzie and
Lily Evans were well-received, showed good elocutionary powers, and

ave evidence of the excellent training lately given in town by Miss

hurchill. A leading feature of the entertainment was a debate on
‘‘The Advisability of Forming a Teachers’ Union.” The affiimative
was well-argued by John Millar and Alex. McLeod. They pointed out
the great advantages to be derived from such a course, paying special
attention to increase of salary and permanency of tenure. The
negative was ably handled by 8.” D. Bradley and C. J. Camervn. They
showed that much of what the supporters for the affivmative contended
for could not be accomplished by unions; that such a course would
degrade the profession, and destroy the sympathy of the public towards
teachers and education. The committee—John Dearness, A. H. Smlj:b,
N. D. McKinnon, H. Crawiord and F. C. Powell-—appointed to weigh
the arguments, decided by a vote of four to one in favor of the negative.

On Friday morning, Mr. Dearness discussed methods of teaching oral
and written composition. He paid special attention to the methods
that should be adopted in junior classes. More time should be devoted
to teaching pupils how to speak and write correctly, aud less to arith-
metic. Exercises in composition should be daily, not weekly. Teachers
should talk less and pupils more. OPjectc of various kinds should be
presented by the teacher and described by the pupils. Suitable exer-
cises should be given to teach the proper use of such words as a and an,
this and that, these and those, / and me, their and there, is and are, wus
and were, &e. The order should be—names, qualities, actions. The
pupils should be taught to say things in various ways, and select the
best sentences. In describing objects, the parts, color, size, shape, and
use, should receive considerable attention. Teachers should keep an
experience book, and make good use of it. The plans practised in
Indian schools should be utilized. All exercises should be short, and
aim at correct expression. Pupils should be taught to talk with the

encil and pen. Parker’s Methods should be consulted and tried.

ictures should be shown to the pupils for a few seconds, and thgn they
should be asked to describe on slates points of interest in the picture ;
this cnltivates observation. Short stories should be read by the teacher
and reproduced by the pupils. The pupils should be frequently
required to ask on their slates four or five questions, and then have
their slates changed and the questions answered by o her E‘lp}h‘-
Debates may occasionally be given as composition exercises, baving
sides chosen. Those on one side write in favor of the affirmative, and
those on the other in favor of the negative. Business forms should also
receive some attention even in junmior classes. ~Miss K. M. Ross
favored the Association by reading ** Henry of Navarre,” in goed voice
and suvitable emphasis and gesture. The committee on Uniform
Promotion Examinations reported recommending as follows : 1st. That
a coramittee, consisting of A, Campbell, F. C. Powell, James Fe!.'g\xson,
Thomas Rankin, and N, D. Mcginnon, be appointed to act with the
East Bruce committee in preparing a limit table and arraunging all the
details of the examinations, and that the chairman of West Bruce com-
mittee confer with the East Bruce committee as to time and place of
meeting. 2nd. That the examinations be held half-yearly, in March
and October. 3rd. That the Inspector prerﬂ all examination papers.
4th. That teachers examine the papers of their own pupils for the first
examination. 5th. That the papers be sent to the teachers in sealed
parcels, to be opened before the pupils. 6th., That the teachers send
the result of the examinations in each subject to the Inspector. T7th. -
That papers be prepared for all classes to the end of the Junior Four-th.
8th. That all appeals be sent to the Inspector within fifteen days after
examination. 9th. That printed certificates of promotion he given to
each pupil, signed by the teacher and Inspector. 10th. That t'i- results
of the prumotion examination be not published. 11th. That all written
answers be kept until the next inspectoral visit. There was consider-
able discussion on the report. John McClung, D. D. Yule. and Alex.
Gordon spoke against the system, and would sub:titute Jily and
December for March and October in clause 2. A. Campbell, John
Dearness, M. McLachlan, C. J. Cameron, and N. D. McKinuon were
anxious to give the system a trial, and said it worked well in many
places where tried. The report was adopted withoutany changes.. The
report was adopted without any changes. The report of the committee
on officers recommended as follows: President, N. D. McKinnon;
Vice-President, B, Freer ; Librarian, R. D. Hall; Sec.-Treas., F. C.
Powell ; Executive Committee, A. Campbell, A, H. McDougall, Alex.
MecLeod, and Misres L. Sturgeon and A. M. Johnston. On moation of
B. Freer and A. H. Smith, the report was amended by substituting the
name of Thomas Rankin for that of B. Freer as vice-president. - The
report as amended was adopted. On motion of F. C. Powell and Thos.
Rankin, the President and Inspector were appointed delegates to the
P. T Association. '

In the afternoon, Mr. Dearness gave a short adidress on ¢ Seat Occu-
pation for Junior Pupils.” tanjor pupils should have at least four
reading lessons daily, and should he constantly employed at some ugefu}
work in their seats. Each pupil should be supplied with a slate, penci
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and ruler, and given numerous excreises in Drawing.  Several illustra-
tions of suitable work were given on the board, iv drawing, arithmotic,
blank exorcises, aml composition, Card exercises of various kinds
were  explained, aud various artifices in arithmetic shown on
the board, Colored crayons should be used frequently to interest
pupils, and give variations in coloring, ete. Tablets should be placed
on the walls, to be used Ly the children. Short_pieces of stick should
be given to very young children, and they should be ancouraged to form
with them different letters and represent short words and sentences,
Ou motion of John AClung, seconded by Alux. McLeod, Mr. Dearnbss
was tendored the thauks of the Association for tho able assistance
rendered during the mectings.  John Millar moved, seconded by A.
McLeod, That in the opinion of the Association, it is desirable that
teachers should form a Union. F. C. Powell moved in amendment,
seconded by Thomas Rankin, That the matter of union be postponed
until the next meeting of tho Association, and placed on the programme
for full and freo discussion. The amendment was carried by a swall
majority. The beautiful display of flowers and plants in both the
achool-room and town hall adJ,cd much to the general effect, and were
fully appreciated by all who attended.

Oxrorp TracuHERsS’ INSTITOTE.—~The seventcenth session of the
Oxford ‘Teachers’ Institute was held in the High School on Thursday
and Friday last. There were about 150 teachers present, aud great
interest was shown in the proceedings of the Institute. Dr. McLellan
was unable to be present through illness, but his piace was admirably
filled by W. Houston, M.A., of Toronto, whose addresses wereintensely
practical and c.ntributed greatly to the success of the session. A
cordial vote of thanks was given to Mr. Houston by the assembled
teachers for his discussious before the Institute, and for his excellent
lecture on Thursday cvening. ‘The Institute opened at 10.30-on Thurs-
day morning. ‘The timne until 12 o’clock was occupied chicfly in trans-
acting husiness.  The afternoon session opened with the discussion of
*¢ Literature to Junior Classes.” J. P. Archibald, of Beachville, and
Mr. Dowler, of Springford. presented the subject in a very interesting
way. Mr. Archibald i;u.vc the Institute the results of his teaching of
Literature in Reachville public school. We are sorry that space will
not permit a full explanation of Mr. Archibald’s system of creating and
sustaining a love for good Literature in the minds of pupils. Sufhice it
to say that a.muzh-desired reformn would take glnce in our schools if the
principles enunciated by the Principal of Beachville school were prac-
tised by all teachers of Literature. Mr. Dowler’s remarks were also
well-received by the Institute. Next followed a very interesting exer-
cise on ** Book-keeping in Public Schools,” by J. W. Westervelt, Prin-
cipal of Forest City Business College. W. Cailyle, I.P.S., then
a ldressed the Institute, explainiug the Cleveland system of education.
Cleveland has an education system, separate from the State to which it
belongs, and managed by a Board appointed by the city. The system
has many advantages which are worthy of imitation, Mr. Houston
followed with a discussion on ** Reform Spelling.” He takesnoextreme
view of the spelling reform, hut favers only those changes which can be
made acconting to philological principles.  His two principles were :—
The spelling of a word may be'changed if the change can’ be brought
about by improving the word philologically and not injuring it
phonetically, and vice veraa. !l‘;s opinions on this question were
cndorzed by the majority of the teachers.

Friday morning session was well attended. Mr. Houston discussed
“Comprosition.” In this, as in all his addresses, the learned gentleman
impressed th» teachers with the importance of o rational incthod of
teaching. Mr. Taylor, Mathematical Maater of Ingersoll Collegiate,
then took up the subject of Arithmetic. His leading ideas were that
pupils shuuld be taught to put their solutions of ndthematical problems
on paper in an intelligible way, and further, that in giving explanations
the teacher should insist on having answers expressed in the form of
comnplete sentences.  These ideas were illustrated by examples. * Phil-
ology " was then discussed by Mr. Houston, and the morning session
closed. In the afternoon,Inspector Smith, of Wentworth, addressed the
Institutc on the “Art of Questioning.” This
reccived and listened to with marked attention. Prof. Freeland, of
London, and Prof. Misuer, of Norwich, cx;elaincd the merits of the two
systems of music, Tonic Sol-Fa and Staff Notation, Mr. Frecland sup-
porting the clains of tho foriner, and Mr. Misner those of the latter.
Each gentleman succceded in showing advantages for the system he
represented.  During the afternoon a commitice was appointed to visit
the Methodist Confercnce and present an address of ting and wel-
come to the Ministers in conference asscmbled., 'ﬁ]‘:f:ommittce was
warm'y veceived. The following is the address of the Instituteand the
reply by the Conference:
<o the President and Memders of N'ia ara Conference of the Methodist Church in

araz.on assembled @

The x4 Teachers' Institute, this day by resolution, appainted the deputation
W hielore Yot to convoy to your venerahlo body their fraterual greetings, and to
aste d to Fou a hearty weloome to the County of Oxferd,

Thnesx deem it o the hizhet importance that the work « £ cultivating the moral and
intellectnal facultice of the youth of our land should ecer be in harmony with the
teachings of the Word of God, thy principles of which are 30 faithiully sud officiently

gentleman was well

§nculcated by the Church which you represent, and which hias sn greatly contributed
to thowmoral and spirl ual clevation of the pe ple of this Dowlnion.

Wo pray that Divino Wisdom may guide sont in your dilibiertions, and that the
bicssinge of the great Head of the Church may bo nichly alowend apon you in your
sclt-denying c¢fforts fer tho clevation of our fallen huma lty

D. . Husten, Chafrman Committee,

RESOLUTION OF CONFERENCF.

Morved by tho Rev. Dr. Burns, seeonided by Rev. 8 3 Hunter, »nd res Ived, That
this Conference has been much pleased with the visit of she de ciution trom the
Teachers” Convention « f the County of Oxfori, and would assure them of the 8 tuery
and heaty svinpathy of the Conferance with them in thelr hono avle, pa rotie, a d
Chrtstluuwork. Wo can pron fro them shie unbroke: and unequivocal co-opcration of
the Contérence, and, wo may say, of the Church wo represent. Next 1o the w rk of
the Chrismian Minister, and hardly less Imuertant, wonld we place thit of the Teache:s
of our land, aid we s aeerely pray that ih thelr patient, plodding cfforts for the fntel-
lectual deselopiuent of our country, they may flad their brightest and fondest anticie
pations morc than realized.

Wirttan J. fHuate i, Picsident., J. 8. WiLLansox, Sceretary.

I, J. Paug, Secretary Oxford Tenchers® Institute.

_{

Nonrru Youk.—The regular mecting was held in Aurora’s fine new
school-house on Thursday and Friday, 10th and 11th June. About SO
teachers were present.  Dr. McLellan was there and gave addresses on
“The A BT of Arithnietic,” on “Teachiniof English Literature,” and
on “*The Art of Questioning,” besides a public lecture, Thursday even-
ing, on *“The Teacher's Work.” Hislectureswereinterspersed with con-
suderable humor, and were highly appreciated by all present.  Excellent
papers were given by Mr. Price, of Qucensville, on ¢ Composition to
Third and Fourth Classes " ; by Miss Lizzie Ross on *‘Look and Say”
and *‘Phonic Reading™; by Mrs. Wylie, of Richmond Hiil, on
« Primary Writing > ; by Mr. Wilson, of Sharon, on ** Usesand Abuses
of Text-books™; and by Mr. Dickson, of Newmarket, on * Difficult
Points in Teaching of Grammar.” Mr. Lent, of Richmond Hill
lhgh School, gave an address on Teachers® Uniong, during the course of
which he emphasized the necessity of increased efficiency on the part of
cacu teacher to secure an clevation of the profession. At the same
e, he strongly advocated o union for the sake of ﬁrcatcr protection,
and of securing more control over the entrance to the professiun. To
thix end he suggested a remodelling of vur Central Committee, making
it an clective body, chosen by the teachers. It should be given
extensive powers over the examination and admission of candidates to
the profession, and over the authorization of text-bouks, ete. This
would remove the possibility of such blundering as had characterized
the work of the Department the last few years. He poirtedly con-
trasted the Departimnental action in the case of the Scripture readings,
where they had submitted the work to the revision of a representative
body of clergrymen, who were the most competent for such a work, ahd
their action in the case of the Readers, and still more recently, in the
case of the new Public School History that has been authorized ere it
issued from the press,—iefore the public, especially the teachers who,
in such a case, are the most competent body to pronounce a verdict on
1ts merits, bad ever scen it, Had such a representative body as sug-
rested had control no such mistake would have occurred. He moved a
vesolution *‘That, in the opinion of the teachers of North York, the
timme has arrwved for a closer union of the teachers of Ontario for the
purpose of mutual aid and protection.” It was carriecd unanimously, as
was also a resolution expressing approval of the course of the Depart-
went iu preparing a serics of Scripture readings.  Mr. Dickson and Mr.
Lent were clected delegates to the Provincial Association.  Mr.
Fotheringham and Mr. Rannie were re-clected President and Sceretary
respectively ; the other officers Leing about the same a3 before.  There
was a marked abscnce of discussion, & matter much to boe regretted. It
was suggested that in futare parties introducing a subject take only 20
minutes o thereabout, —not read lengthy papers. It would ve better,
t00, if they had 2 less number of subjects on the program, then there
would be no excuse for such sumnary shutting-off of attempts at dis-
cussion. A proposal to try Township incetings in the fall was lost. It
was resolved to have the next meeting in Aurora. Tho hospitality of
the people was very marked, and every onc wént into raptures over the

| new school-house. Certaiuly no finer or better equipped-school is in

Ontario.

————

Litcrarp Ghit-Chat,

“ Yes,"” said the bookseller, * we have a great deal of fun in our
lino of business; but 1 presume a great many of the things that
seem funny to us would not atrike the ovrdinary vbserver as specially
amusing. Fur instance, a person came in the other day, aund
wanted to know the prico of a set of Mr. Waverloy's novels
Another asked for a list of David Copperficld’s works in paper
bmdings. A lady, looking for sumething toread, was recommended
by une of Wy clerks o try sumething of Georgo Eliot's. *Heisa
good writer,’ aaid whe; ‘1 have read & number of his works, and
fiko them vay mu b, " — Exchange,
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Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston, announce the Riverside
Paper Series, for Summer reading, comprising such authors as
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, Scudder, Mrs. Whitney, Hulmea, Ald-
rich, and Howells, Last seasun's issuo was su successful as to war-
rant the continuance, now announced.

Excrcrorania Britaxnica,—Subscribers to this work will bo
glad to find by & noto contained in Vol. XX., just published, that
the complotion of th2 ninth edition is now within measurable dis-
tance. It is éxpected that the entire remainder of the alphabet of
sub)ects wall be contamned within four inore volumes, folluwed by a
volunfe containmng a general index.  The newly published volume
carries the alphabet from Pru. tv Rus.  As the work nears cumple-
twon the extravrdinary assemblage of distinguished men who are
amongst its contnbuturs becumes more and mors conspicious
Hardly & man of note in any department of science, fterature, or
the arts but hascontributed to enrich its pages. Cost has not been
cuunted by the publishers, and whatever may hate been the merits
of former editivue, they are quite eclipsed by the thoroughness with
which every subject is treated, and by the paramount authority of
its different contributors.— Bouks and Notions.

Tho June number of Eptuazion is excellent. In strength of
thought, force of eapressiun, aud the choice of tupivs, now promin.
ent Lefore the communny, tus magazine is proving iteJf of great
power and value. Amung the writers in this number are Prof.
William T. Harris, of Concord, Mass., Prof. Herbert B. Adams, of
John Hophins University , Mrs. Addie A. Knight and Miss Julia
H. May , Dr. Charles E. Luwrey, of Aun Arbor ; Lillie J. Martin,
of Indianapolis; May Mackintosh, Elizaboth Porter Gould, and
Fraunces C. Sparhawk. The poetry is charming, *June Blossoms,”
by Miss May, is exquisite. The ¢ Editorial ” articles are numer-.
ous and vigorous. ‘* Current Literature” formsan interesting and
useful feature. ** The Résum¢ of Current Educational Literature
will he welcomed by all. The “ Foreign Notes " are judicious and
valuable. The * Buuk Table " is full, discriminating and fearless
Altogether this number of Evvcatioxy will commend itself as a
valuable addition to our Educational Literature. 83.00 a year in
advance. William A. Mowry, editor and publisher, 3 Somerset
Street, Boston.

Literarp Rebichos, .

Byrox,—CuiLpe Hanorp, Edited, with Notes, by H. F. Tozer, M.A.,
Tellow and Tutor of Exeter College, Oxford. Clarendon Press Series.
Toronto: Williamson & Co.

Like all school and college hiooks issued by the Clarendon Press, this
annotated cdition of Byron's most famous poem is printed on good paper
and is excellently bonnd. The increased interest in tho study of Literature
both in this country and in England has given to the student abundant cdi.
tions of the works of our standard poets.  Byron, though possessing won-
derful powers and employing his genius with great effect, is commonly
shunned by nany on account of the Jooseness of his momls.  Like Cole-
ridge, Southey, Shelley, and Wardsworth, his poetry was the untcomo of
the French Revolution, but, unlike somne of these, he cantinmed thraugh
Iife o be the apostle of his extravagant political principles  In “ Childe
Harold * 18 required carcful study to reach the exact significance of the
metaphonical language employed by the author, but we apprehend that the
student of our High Schools will find Byron's style interesting, even should
he find it difficult to understand many of his condensed forms of expression
and to follow him through his transitions of thought. Mr. Tozer’s notes
will give all needed help.  Indeed, itis just possible that, as in the case of
many editors of the presend time, his uotes are too copious, and may not
leave tho student sufficient room for independent investigation. The
« Preparatory Notes” to cach canto will be fonnd very valuable, and the
“ Essay ot the Art, Style, and Versification of the Poem ” gives much that
will assist the student regarding the figures of speech, grammatical irregu.
laritics, and stmcturce of the poem.  An admirable sketch is given of the
poet’s life, and the editor puts in convenient shape his catimato of Byron's
character, s religions opinons, hus literary characteristics, his influence
on literature, and & general snmmang up of * Childe Harold.” As this poem
will in a couplo of years bo & part of tho work in Euglish Literature re-
quired for matriculation, many teachcrs and stodents will doubtless read
with interest this work from tho Clarendon Press. -

O1b Sciioor Davs. By Amanda Is. Harris. Boston: Interstate Pub.
lishing Company. Price 60 cents.

Zhis entertatnung buuh cuntaing Miss Harris' recollections and reminis-
cenees of schuul-days o the country forty years ago. It will bring vividly
before tho minds of many readers the happy tines of childbood, days
which had a peculiar charm and delight which city schoal children csn
never know or understand, Tho old-fashioued New England and Cunadisn
school-houses are fast passing away, aund modern structures, a great deal
more comfortable and convenient, but not half so picturesque, are taking
their places. The children, too, are changing with their surrcundiugs.

Thero ia not thet, simplicity of dress that there used to be, nor, we are
surry W cay, the natural politeness that sne used to find aven in the most
rurzl distiiets. It would bo Lard nuwadays to find a place where girls of

| twelve aud fuarteen go barefout to schoul in the summer, and yet forty

yeass ago 1t was the cumumonest thiug in the world, cven among the daugh-
ters of weaithy fanners. It was no sign of poverty, but & matter of choice
aud comfort. A boy of that ago who stuck to stockings and shoes in July
and August would have been a subject of dension to his mates. The plays,
too, wlich used to rejoice the hearts of the children are unknown to the
greater part of the present generation of New England juveniles—* Pison,”
“ The Needle's Eye,” * Green grow tho Rushes,” *We'ro Marching on
tonards Quebed,” and vthers as delightful to remember. T her book Miss
Harns tells us all about these and other things which are just as pleasant
to remember, and 30 a style which adds to the charm of the narrative,
d1is brght lide book s publiabed by a new cumpany recently incorpurated
in limos.  The purpoze of the company is announced to be the publishing
of books supplementary to the ordinary school text-books, to bo used in
schools and at home. The growing demand for good reading books,.es-
peaially for supplementary reading in schools, has been noted by other
publishers, but no hiouse has Before undertaken to make a specialty of this
kind of literature. The book beforé us harmonizes well with this idea, and
is also excellent for relief to a tired teacher or overworked business man.

As Others See ds.

“Your premium, ‘Mr. Fitch's Lectures,’ was duly received. I
thank you for it, and may say that my interest in your JoumxNalL
increases on the reccipt of cach copy. Yours truly,

Fairbank. “A. FLaws.”

I am one of the numerous subscribers to your valuzble paper. I
admire it very much,
Thamesrille. “C. M. 8"

¢ In subsczibing for your paper I was not aware that you gave any
premiums with it, but consider the JosryaL alone worth the money.
Glendal:, Man. - ¢ E. J. Coabs,”

«t Have not received the copy of June Ist of Caxana SciooLJOURNAL,
and it has become to me now too valunble to miss a numher. Think
there is no gchool journal equal to it for Public School Teachers.

Springeale, Ust. “C. W. Fixcn.”

«*Had subscribed to the JooryaL since its firat publication, but
allowed my subscription to cxpirc a few months ago. I have been
taking another educational newspaper, but find that it does not contain
as much uscful information as is to be found in your columns.

Wyoming. 4 Q. S. FALCONER, Prin. Public School,”

« Think very highly of your educational journal.

Patillo. “L. WeLws.”

] find the JoumyaL very instructive and beneficial.
Lumley, Ont. V. H, Baker.”

¢« Tho JoUnNAL gives great satisfaction.

Wellandport. * Aoa Kiiusg”

a\,lany educated perrons find reading tho Roman numerals rather per-

plexing. An old Scotch clerk who had given out the Psalms for years .. v

was always more or less confused by the numbers. One morning, after
puzzling over Psalm XLI., he announced it as follows: ** Let us sing
the X, tho L, and the onc-cyed Psalm.”

.



