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An Economic Surve

HE economic year 1923, the fifth since the

I end of the world war, has not brought with

it the expected consolidation of Capitalism

on a world wide scale. Neither has the crisis of
Capitalism been overcome in this year. During the
year, it has also become very apparent that at pres-
ent there exists no uniform capitalist world econ-
omy, with a uniform conjuncture and with the alter
rnation of boom and depression which is 8o character-
istic of the capitalist system. While the first half
of the year witnessed a boom of great intensity in
the United States, the economic life of Europe, with
minor fluctuations in the individual countries, re-
mained constantly in a state of crisis and depression.
This is perhaps best indicated by the fact that the
sum total of unemployed in Europe at the end of 1923
was greater than at the end of 1922, This separa-
tion of world economy into various parts, each of
which js passing through its own course of devel-
cpment, makes it impossible to present a unified
picture of the economie situation of the whole world.

It js necessary to copsider each division separately.

. .M y e

In the entire picture of the capitalist world, there
stands out with special prominence, owing to its
special development, America; by which we think
particularly of the United States and of Canada.
The South American States present in many respects
2 somewhat different picture. As we have already
mentioned (*) the economic situation in the United
States experienced a big trade boom in the first half
of 1928. This boom culminated about April and
May. At that time the production reached a level
which was about 25% higher than the best of the
past years. In the middle of the year the boom
subsided, without it coming to a crisis. Production
and the whole economic life of the United States
and Canada continue on a fairly good level, without,
so far showing any clear signs of an approaching
crisis. We do not wish to say that this crisis will
not soon arise. In accordance with the general ex-
perience of capitalist production, this should be the
ease in the not distant future, but so far as we can
observe,
present.

there are mno objective visible signs ab

Of special interest is the fact that this boom in
Ameriea is based entirely upon the demands of the
home market. Of special significance in this respect
is the fact that the foreign trade of the United
States, in the period when the boom was at its
height, that is the months of March, April, May and
June, had a surplus of imports which is very excep-
tional in the history of the United States. With the
decline of the trade boom this changed, and from
July on, America shows once more an active balance
of trade resulting from a large reduction in imports
and a small increase in exports. This points clearly
to the faet that, precisely on account of the end of
the boom within the country, it became necessary to
purchase less abroad and to 8ell a larger amount to
foreign countries.

_The Connection with the European Eoconomic
A Situation.
AG we have already stated in a former artiels, it

BY E. VARGA

was a matter of decisive importance for the fate of
the old centre of the world eapitalist system—for
Europe, whether the boom in the United States would
exercise its influence upon the stagnating business
of Europe in such a manner that a trade revival
would also come to Europe. To express it in an-
other way: Is the trade boom of America capable of
spreading to Europe and resulting in a trade revival
for the whole capitalist world?! This question which
could not be-answered six months ago, now appears
to permit of a negative answer. The crisis in Eur
ope 18 like nearly every crisis in capitalism, a ques-

tion of markets.

The American trade boom could only have sue-
ceeded in stimulating Western Europe if the adverse
balance of trade for the United States were a per-
manent thing, that is if the United States, for a long
period, had bought more from the world market
than it sold. The increased importation of the
United States consisted only for a2 very small part
of the products of European industry (iromn, build-
ing material) and consisted for the most part of raw
materials which were bought in other parts of the
world. But the increased purehase of raw mater-
ials in these countries and the decreased export of
the products of American industry, if it had lasted
some time, would have enabled European industry,
which is suffering from lack of markets, to have
With the
change in American foreign trade this possibility
disappear$.

placed. its products on these markets.
Thus Europe finds itself in the same
economic situation as it was in before the boom in
America. The paths of American and European
capitalism seem to have diverged for a long time to

come,.

The United States continue to draw not only
goods, but actual gold in large amounts in return
for its surplus exports, and for the interest upon its
capital which is invested in other parts of the world.
In the last eleven months of the current year the
United States had an effective surplus import of 261
million dollars in gold. The amount of gold in pos-
session of the Treasury Department and the state
controlled note banks increased from 3,473 million
dollars on December 1st, 1922 to 3,771 million dol
lars on December 1st, 1923. The total amount of
gold present in the United States now is estimated
at 4,168 million dollars which is an increase of 120%
The United States
now possegsses already one half of the gold in the
world which is estimated at about 8,500 million dol-
lars.

since the beginning of the war.

The export of gold which w;s announced by
Hoever for the year 1923 did not take place. The
question arises: what chance 1s there at all of the
"European capitalist states returning to a gold cur-
rency if the .-United States continues on the same
scale to suck up gold out of the whole world and to
concentrate it in its own hands. If the same pro-
cess continues for another twenty years the remain-
der of the world will be absolutely stripped of its
gold reserves. The fact of the piling up of the half
of the gold supply of the world in the United States
is symbolical of the transfer of the centre of gravity
of the world eapitalist system to the United States,
which has already come about.

The Development of European Economics.
In contrast to the high American trade pros

perity, the economie situation in Europe has, on a
whole, become worse rather than better in the course
of 1923. An improvement of the economiec condi-

tion has taken place in the neutral countries, on a

small scale in France and Italy and, in the last quar-

ter, the first signs of a better conjuncture are show-
ing themselves in England

But this improvement in the economie situation of
the surrounding states has been bought at the price
of the almost complete cessation of business with Ger-
The occupation of the Ruhr destroyed the
production of this district which is the most highly
industriahzed in the whole world, and the ending
of passive resistance has, up to the present, altered
nothing. As a result of the violent change in the
fixing of prices, the stagnation has extended over
the whole of Germany. At the end of the year there
was about 3% million unemployed in the whole of
(Germany, including the occupied territory and.jgmv-
eral million more on short time. One does not need
te be much of a prophet to forsee that at the moment
when the Ruhr and the whole of ®refinany begin to
produce again, the state of the markets m the sur-
rounding states, France, England, Italy and Czecko-
Slovakia will once more become very bad.

INANy

The fundamental problem for western Europe con-
sists in the question of liquidating the over-indus-
trialization which proceeded durmg the war period.
To reduce it to rough terms, it means that there are
one hundred blast furnaces too many i Europe. Or
to express it in another way. Is it possible for the
England,
Franee (since the end of the war), Belgium, and
Czecko-Slovakia to feed their populations by the ex-
pert of manufactured articles and the import of food
and raw materials?! The decision of this question
depends upon the ability of the world market to ab-

industrial states of Europe: Germany,

sorb industrial products. As, however, a great in-
dustrialization took place during and after the war
in the younger capitalist lands, and especially in the
British colonies, and as China, which appears to be
the only land which is suited to the extension of eap-
italist production, cannot be colonized for the time
being owing to political reasons, while, in addition,
Soviet Russia is no longer accessible for capitalist
expansion in the old style, there exists little pros-
pect that the economic situation of Western Europe
can be regenerated upon the pre-war basis. The
feeling of this impossibility shows itself before all in
the economic and political chaos in England.

The English Problem.

The question of the fate of Western Europe:
whether it can re-establish itself upon the pre-war
basis, confronts England the most sharply, for it is
the country which had developed the furthest in this
direction. The economic and political events of the
last three months in England demonstrate most
clearly the embarrassment of the Emnglish bour-
geoisie, who are usually so clear in their views and
conscious of their aims. All possible economic and
political tendencies cross each other. One group
favored the creation of an independeént British world
empire, which would bind the colonies and the moth-

(Continued on page 2)
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Continued from page one)
€r country mto a unified economic territory by meang
of preferential tariffs. The carry:ng out of this idea
would have led to the high duty upon food imported
into England, because only in this way would it have
been possible to grant the colonies a preference
worth considering The realization of this plan
broke down upon the resistance of the British con-

sumers who, at the elections, rejected the moderate
taritfs whieh had been decided upon at the Empire
conference upon some articles, and theroby rejected
the whole cor eption of a self-contained British Em
't
[he second group, which is chiefly represented
by the large English industry, wishes to restore the
ompetitive power of English industry in the world
market by means of a policy of inflation. As a mat
ter of fact, a not msignificant depreciation of the
und | actually taken place in the last few

A third group represented by the commerecial in
erests and the Labor Party, holds that it is still pos

le to ensure the food supply of England by the
export of industrial articles, if peaceful economiec
conditions once more reign in Europe itself How
the restoration of a normal capitalism is possible,
fias so far only been announced in quite general
hirases

A fourth group has finally aecepted the conse
quences of the derangement of the world capitalist

system and advoeates emigration. development of

English agriculture, and Malthusianism; whichl
means it has already abandoned the struggle for the

winning back of England’s old position in the world
market

Thus we see a complete chaos in England’s econ-
omic policy and, as a probable consequence, a fur-
ther independence of the English colonies from the
mother country, which is the very opposite develop-

ment to that which is desired by the English imper-
1alists,

France and the Reparations Question.

France finds herself in a similar situation to Eng-
land, with the difference that her agrarian basis is
more extended and healthier, but on the other hand,
the position of the state finances is incomparably
worse. The occupation of the Ruhr territory has
brought little alteration in the fundamental ques
tions of French economies. On the one hand the
possession of the Ruhr assures the French beavy in-
dustry the necessary supply of coal and eoke, but on
the other hand the question arises as to where
I'rance will find the market for the full production
of the French and Ruhr heavy industry. The natur-
al market for the Ruhr industry is unoceupied Ger
many. Franee cannot therefore eut off the Ruhr in
dustrially from Germany, as in that case French,
heavy industry would be destroyed by the competi-
tion of the Ruhr. All the fine plans for the partiei
pation of French ecapital in Germany will, in the
event of their being carried out, not alter the com-
mon problem of English, Freneh, and German heavy
industry, ie., the lack of markets. It is specially!
characteristic for the present decay of Capitalism'

that French heavy industry wishes to attain its mar-
ket by a long and systematic restrietion of the ekpnrt
from the Ruhr, that is, by an externally enforeed,
limitation of production of the industry of the Ruhr,
Insteed of finding consumers for the increased pro-
ductive powers by the extension of the capitalist
markets, it i8 sought to throttle competition by pol4
itical ‘measures and to restore the balance by reduc-
tion of production. Thus we see the scarcely con4
cealed effort of the French capitalists to sabotage
still further the production of the Ruhr, to keep it
within bounds which correspond with French ‘““na-
tion#® interests.”’

The ‘occupation of the Ruhr has ended in this
way with a temporary political victory but not with
8n economic strengthening of France. The rapid
depreciation of the French franc in the past few
weeks is proof enough for that. This deprectation
[f, however, confidence is once
shaken, the depreciation can easily reach the same
dimensions as in Germany

s still proceeding

The continually sharp:
ening antagonism betwen France and England will
also render futile the conferences of experts which
began early in 1924. France, who js being badly
hit by the depreciation of the franc. will still en
deavour to make good the loss at the expense of
Germany. With the disappearance of the hopes of
an international loan, the stabilization of the mark
will also fall to the ground. The chaos in Europe
will become still greater and will drift with all
speed towards a solution through war. The pros-
pects of the restoration of ““normal’’ capitalism m
Europe in the year 1924 are of the remotest.

“Inprecorr.”’

Environment and Education

A SCHOOL TEACHER'’S POINT OF VIEW.

BY F. W. MOORE

HE education of the people is not only a work
I of art, but it is the greatest -work of art in
the world, since on it the development of
her kinds of art depends. Education should there-
e Lave "n it a centre of vision—a particular fea
ure on 1 hieh all minds could be concentrated. such
as an attempt to develop the best average type of
citizen, meaning by the best average type of citizen
one who, by reason of his knowledge of hig rela-
tionship to society and to the world at large gleaned
from the view-point of economic determinism ought
fo be able (with others of his class similarly endow
ed) to regulate the policies of his representatives in
parliament so that they might, compatibly with the
development that automatically takes place in in-
dustry and machinery, bring about the best condi-
tioms, first for the continued instead of the intermit-
tent operation of the world’s machinery, and sec
endly for the setting free, in the interests of human-
ity, the most tremendous power on earth, ‘‘the
strong minds, the cunning hands and cultured
brains,”” referred to by Whittier. the very thought
of which implies potential ability in produective ef-
fort in science, art, literature. discovery and in
vention, to which our present attempts in that line
are but as a drop in the ocean—that potential abil-
ity, the dormancy of which was so eloquently mourn-
ed by Gray in his ‘“Elegy in a Country Churchyard.’’
It is the liberation of these forces that we par-
ticularly refer to in the use of the term ‘“Educa-
tion”’; but we might add that the setting of them
free, lies not so much in the lack of ability to ap-
preciate life on a higher plane as many people sup-
pose, but rather the woeful lack (amongst the poor-
er classes) of those cultural influences that to a
greater or less extent pervade the environing at-
mosphere of more fortunate people, and that ferm
the very quintessence of those factors that go to
create a taste for intellectual self-development, snch
as would inspire men with ambition, to se¢k as soon
as possible that materialization of the conditions

mentioned above. If we glanee for a moment at the
blography of any of those great men, who in their
youthful days were fortunate heirs to conditions
fraught with refining influences, we should find this
pomnt particularly emphasised in the analysis of
those forces that had so much to do in making them
what they were: and if in connection with this we
enquired how far our system of education goes to-
wards bringing about a similar restult in the or-
dinary ecitizen we could answer truly that its effects
on humanity in general are bound to be meagre in
proportion, in the first place, to the indifference to
the law of economic determinism that is character-
istic of historical textbooks, and secondly in propor-
tion to the inequality of opportunity to take advan-
tage of the higher institutions of learning that char-
acterises the condition of the poorer classes of so-
ciety, an inequality that may not be noticed by many
people, but that becomes obvious on analysing the
effect of environment on the great majority of the
youth of Canada today.

We mention Canada as a whole, since, in looking
for opportunities to improve our condition, we have
lived in the East, Centre and West. of this great Do-
minion: moreover the complaints appearing in the
interprovincial press, from time to time, would lead
one to imagine that the evils which we shall presently
discuss in connection with British Columbia bave a
national, if not an international vogue. We shall
however in treating of environment confine our an-
alysis to conditions in the province just mentioned :
but to understand its import would be impossible,
if we sought to examine its effect without knowing
the nature of the snbiect acted upon: and the sub-
ject being boys and girls, a cursory introduction to
them at this point will no doubt be excusable. They
are, as we all know, the children of loggers and pro-
fessional fishermen who follow farming as an avo-
cation, and who are in no way fundamentally in-
ferior either physically or mentally to those of any
other class of so¢iety in the land. No small pereent-
age of these exeel in various kinds of achievement :
it is onlv a little while ago since severai members
of one familv on thefr way to school in a boat. got
overturned in deep water, when even the youngest

(a girl of six), than whom it would be hard to find a
brighter child in the province, swam to shore and
with others appeared at sechool in a change of clothes
m less than an hour. In many districts the local
£08s1ps would find material in such an episode suffi-
clent to satisfy the desires of an epic poet, but here
the question of tardiness alone was considered
worthy of notice. The brothers of this girl think
as little of diving twenty feet under water as they
would of eating breakfast: no wonder the perform-
ers of such pischine exploits are distinguished by
the name of ““Finns.’’

Another country girl who is equally adept in the
water succeeded in winning one of the first prizes in
the Art Department of the Vancouver Exhibition of
last year, while others still won the admiration and
applause of a concert audience by excellent produe-
tions of serio-comic sketches. piano solos or folk
songs that literally ‘“brought down the house’’ in
the full metaphorical meaning of that term, and in-
spired many of the audience (amongst whom were
strangers from boats in the bay): to declare in quite
4 spontaneous manner that they had ‘‘often seen
worse on the stage.’’

The great majority are as mtellectual and cap-
able at the end of the common school course as any
other children of the same standing anywhere. They
are equally fitted to advance along the higher paths
of learning. We know of one sehool of forty pupils
and eight classes, than which none contains a great-
er proportional supply of splendid brain-power, biit
—sad to relate—like the unused water-power that
might be had from the Falls of Niagara, it must go
to waste from lack of opportunity. . One might say
that we have universities and high schools open to
all, yet shutting them off from public use, is an in-
visible closed door, like the glass that allows the
fly to see the -outside world, but incidentally de-
stroys any chance he might have of finding his way
through the window.

The key to that door, apart from the pessession

“of wealth, is the desire to open it, gnd probably most

reople will admit that that desire is born of envir-
onment. If they claim it isthe result of heredigy,
we reply that heredity itself is the result of envir

‘
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onment. It only remains therefore to consider some
of the circumstances that go to make up the environ-
ment of an ordinary thirteen-year-old boy or girl of
today. We choose that age as belongin‘g to the
critical period when the germs of desire for a higher
edueation ought to be fully developed, but in no
country place—and we doubt very much if the same
cannot be said of most urban districts—does the en-
vironment embody conditions of affinity by means of
which this germ of desire might be more fully de
veloped :on the contrary quite the opposite seems to
be the case. There is absolutely no attempt made to
furnish that kind of secial serfice that would sup
ply the rising generation with the means of pleas
vrable self-improvement. There is no ¢ommunity
house where children and parents might foregather
in the long winter evenings to engage in amuse
ments aecording to their respective ages, or to take
part in social funetions which might pe at the same
tume interesting and enlightening, while to the child
ren there would accrue that special advantage of
being able to enjoy their games, and still remain in
close proximity to that responsible supervision that

12 S0 necessary to a desirable development

Here the boys, who naturalls enjoy eontests,
might learn by example of the powerful weapon eon
cealed in the proper use of English: nere the girls
might be led to suspect that music anl eloquence
would add far more to their attractiveness than
mere ability to do what every grass-hopper can do

Jump around in a ball-room: for be it known that
the only available social function by means of which
the children ean get away from the eternal round
of the monoteny of home experiences is the danee
that is, they are solely dependent for recreation at
the tender age of twelve or thirteen on those pleas
ures mostly associated with the maturity of the
adwit: nor indeed could we conspire to deprive them
F

of this one oasis in the pleasureless desert of their

gocial experiences. We are not deerying daneing in
'tself ; nevertheless a person must be stupid indeed
who is unable to realize the abiding effect on the
cducation of a pupil whose attention is echronieally
diverted from her studies by frequent opportunities
te glide around publicly in terpsichorean triumphs
of faney draperies—opporiunities in themselves of

sufficiently harmless nature but by virtue of fre
quent repetition having a tendency to divert the

nd frcm any nas ent desire for a higher eulture
t'at m'ght under a different environment have a
vhance of developing into a purpose, finally fructi
fying into an accomplished fact. How could a girl’s
brain develop normally under such circumstances?
We are referring to no particular girls; the condi
tion is gereral and the victims of such eircum-

stances are widespread.

We ask how the brain could have any oppor
tunity to develop when metaphorically speaking,
the prepondering thought incidental to the pleasures
of the ‘“two-step,”’ like the cuckoo wusurper in the
Sparrows nest,
‘“Ambition’” and impress on its foster-parents the

must oust the legitimate oecupant

guardianship of an offspring whose influence must
necessarily be felt in the next and perhaps the fol-
lowing generations. How can we expect, under
these eircumstances, to develop integrity in a citizen
—meaning integrity, completeness of character and
education compatible with the necessity of being
able to exereise political jud In a manner re-
ferred to at the beginning of=this artiele. How
could we expeet to develop so )fapable a eitizen
from the hybridous child-woman, eating the Wel
sonian monster-producing food of the gods embodied
in the modern dance-hall environment of our coast
children! How indeed could we expeet anything
better to evolve under these conditions than an un-
interesting specimen of a woman-child, whose men-
tal growth was arrested at the age of fifteen and
whose ambition in her old age is often charseterized
by an uncontroHable desire to ape the appearance of
girlhood which she at length realizes she never ex-
perienced. But why should we, mere men, trouble
about the political future of the gentler sex? The
answer is simple in the extreme. Women have the
right of the franchise. They have therefore the
power to delay progress. They can do as much as a

man to make this earth s*heaven or a hell : therefore
toe eaucation of tne woman-child 1s 01 mulnenlous
importanece.

it 18 also quite possible that in some ways she
might be more userul than man. We take it tor
granted that St Paul knew the power of her tongue
when he said that he would rather Live on the nouse-
top than under the roof with a brawling woman
What a weapon for good or il| that tongue might be
L directed by a cultured brain! What an instrument
U might become in heralding the gospel of the
brotherhood of man! Too bad, the girls have not a
better ehance! and in this lamentation we might ir

1d¢

the boys, who are equally unfortunate in their
surroundings

We taught at one sechool where every bov in the
untry smoked and chewed except the children of

parents who informed us on the others. and as

each set did this in turn, the situation took on a

serio-comie aspect, but although our eonventional

onscience 1111;w“vd us to punish a ‘nlprll or two

hose guilt could not be gainsaid, vet there alwavs

naimed the doubt that if we ourselves. in the r¢

antic days of early youth, were wandering aroun

o quixotie fashion in quest of adventure, and had
1o other means of satisfying our ambition, we might
succumb to the temptation of trying econclésions
with Master Nicotine when presented in cigarette
torm by youths who might have appeared, from our
very juvenile view point, the inearnation of gior
ous manhood. It would matter not to us that they'
were Third-act adventurers on the world’s stage
adventurers ““full of strange oaths’’ yet not ‘“beard
€d like the pard’ provided they could, like the Brit
ish Columbia youth, shoot flies with tobacco Juice
or circulate cigarette smoke through lungs and nos
trils preparatory to an exhibition of ring-making
that to the small boy appears a great work of art.
We are afraid that under these circumstances our
urtutored mind which according to the law of
tiogenesis was still yoyfully savage, would per
ceive in these acts indications of a splendidly develd
oped manhood, that would make the temptation to
follow the example of its possessor ten times more
seductive

we might well ask what chance these boys had
to develop a taste to make use of the higher insti
tations of learning: these boys, whose play-ground
was the king’s highway and whose sources of infor-
mation and inspiration emanated from hobblede
hoys whose inexperience of the world had not vet
tsught them to take life seriously. What chance of
suecess had such boys in comparison with the for
tunate ones that were heirs to a better environ
ment?! Yet we may safely assert that there exists
amongst the children of the poor every factor that
goes to make a delightful humanity. In them is the
historical germ of justice and equity that, if fed on
economic determinism, would in one generation be
the means of stamping war from the face of the
earth. This colossal benefit would acerue automa
ticaly on the establishment of the Industrial Govern
ment of the world incidental to whieh the rivalry for
the advantages between mations would vanish and
with it the cause of all war.

We shall bring this article to a close by a quota
tion in which the author uses the viewpoint of an
intelligent neolithic man to ridicule the position of
the reactionary with regard to the necessity of an
alteration in human nature before great institutions
can be materialized amongst us. It will also apply
to those who imagine that the nature of the poor
must be changed before their children can take ad-
vantage of the higher institutions of learning when
in reality the taste for eulture is implanted through
the instrumentality of environment and has nothing
whatever to do with a change of nature.

Neolithic Wisdom.

“To his neolithic neighbours who were startled and

smwlsed
Said he, ‘My friends in course of time
‘We shall be civilized
We are going to live in cities
We are going to fight in wars
We are going to eat three times a day
Without the natural cause
‘We are going to turn life upside down
About a thing called gold.

We are going to want the
And take as much as we ca
We are going 1o wear great pi of B
lutside our proper skins
We are going to have
iccomplishments and sins

ried all before such things

ou idietic child

YOU MUST ALTER HUMAN \TURE
nd they all sat back and sr

was a clinching argume:
o the Neolithic mind

Development of
Society

HE diligent student of Soecialism and the
labor movement, is neans bewildere
because of the socia which the wor
is itself today. Neither feel altogethe
eartened on aecount 1 lapse of the s
ed socialist movement. M onomics i
emphasizes that the eapit svstem will
sapptar with the aboiitior vate ownerst
the means of production oclaims the ne
ty for industrial revolutio: e basis of eaj
s IS (‘I‘\h'@ OWnersniy conss ently the basis of
alism, its antithesis, can be soeial owner
}; &S can readily be seen or X 10es the other
lastrial revolution ¢an thers project 1V ont
mand, namely, the socializ f industry and
the agencies of productior 1 demand, how
r, is not only in aecord wit tendencies and
tates of soeial evolution SO Vvolces, at the
same time, the speecial class n sts of the prole
tariat and-can therefore onls inate from that
social layer
In gentile soeciety production was a communal
function carried on for the benent of all: political

society was meompatible with tribal method o
loing things, therefore the latier had to give way
and the politieal state arose upon the ruins of tri
soelety. Changing economie interests made neces
sary the change from tribal to political society
Political society was first formally estabiished in
ancient Greece In the year 594 B.C., and e.ghieen

yvears later the same thing happened in Rome unaer

the leadership of Servius Tullius. The state trom
the first was an instrument of oppression ana repies
sion. The enslavement of a people oy R ome wa
made possible only by the superior and we.l o1 _al
1zed resources and the discipkned army oi the cor

querors. The economic foundation of Rome was pre
dieated on organized slavery, and even the _lass.c

period of letters and art in Greece and Rome, tha

period of splendour, was reared upox
bent and teiling slaves

Slavery eventually gave way because ar 1€l
stitution proved 1itself more in harmony with s
evolution and progress. In Feudalism or the age

serfdom we note the unlimited power social o

trol vested in the feudality By virtue of land
ownership the feudal lord was placed a tiC1
where he was the arbitrator over the ¢ a
and the economic well-being of his serfs

)

But the discovery of Ameriea in 1492 and certa'n
other historical factors were instrumental in giving
an impelus to economic forees which eventually re
sulted in substituting feudalism with another and
more progressive social syvstem. namely, Capitalism
The change from Feudalism to Capitalism came

about not primarily because certain individuals
would have it so, but because such a change was
made imperative by changing economic conditions.
Whatever changes have heen made by man through-
cut the ages have been brought about as the
result of material pressure to which man has found
himself compelled to yield, often against his inelin<
ation

Sociglists maintain that the time is at hand when
human intelligenee, economic

neccssity must rise to mastery over property in the

given direction by

common interest. The interests of society are par-

amount to individual interests, and the ownership

of capital must be brought into a just and harmon-

ious relation with social interests. The ideas of de-
{Continued on page 8)
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THT POLITICAL OIL GUSHER

HE nation to the south of usis a great nation

I Already commanding respect in its beginninz

it has since developed great enterprise in its
industrial and commereial life, and problems pro
portionately great in its social affairs. In 1776 re
volution was a just condition because feudalism
stood in the way of liberty and equality and the
new democracy sought to preseribe its own destiny,
to elect its own representatives, to frame its own
laws, to reshape ecivil institutions and to substitute
the demoeratie voice in the management of publie
affairs in place of the exclusiveness of the feudal
office. Thus in the new state fraternity must fol
low liberty and equality of opportunity, no room be-
ing left for quarrels, excepting quarrels as to the
most efficient method of effecting the happiness of
all in which all might engage. And all did, while the
conditions lasted upon which the new constitution
was built. The traditior maintains itself still and
some elements in the population appear to consider
the principles applicable today otherwise than in the
schoolroom, as witness the constant tide of guests
flooding American jails, all in the pursuit of happi-
ness. The prineiples still obtain recognition in the
law if not in faet.

At the same time the tradition has its uses still
in public life. How else could the politieians in
Washington so eonfidently expeet to stir up popu-
lar resentment against the malpractices of those in
high offiee if they were not certain these men were
held to be representative of the people and that as
such they held high public esteem?! Even Daugh-
erty. Overnight, certain ‘‘citizens of substance and
weight’” have incurred the ire of certain others
more or less so. Thus, concerning the present polit-
ical oil gusher Senator Borah says that in Americanr
public life there has never been a situation more hui
miliating or demoralizing, and Senator Walsh says
public confidence—so essential—is so shaken that
the structure of government rocks upon its found-
ation. Even McAdoo says the situation is more dan-
gerous than Bolshevism, and Daugherty asserts that
Justice will be done, which is quite likely. Al of
which is bad business.

It is bad business because ordinarily government
oOperates on sound business principles as now econ-
ceived and upheld in public esteem. Representa-
tive government is at fault, therefore, not in oper-
ating in the best interests of the organized ‘‘cap-
tains of industry and finanee,”’ but in permitting its
minions to operate in the dark clandestinely in fa-
vor of one eorporate interest as against another—all
without notice. The common working people are
held to suppose it to be an injustice that the navy
oil reserve has been encroached upon, yet the navyl
at its best is a protector of big business of the native
Ameriean brand and a guarantor of its vested inters
ests at home and of the security in which it may!
make excursion abroad. The business interests have
not been last to see the principle of ““self-help
through mutual aid,”’ and apparently Daugherty
znd Co. have taken on, in their eyes, the eomplex-
ion of the anarchist.

We are not to be outdone in Canada by the great
republic. British Columbia has its Commissions of
Enquiry regularly over the malpractices of some-

body in public office. I has one now sitting wheres
byt the pot is enabled to call the kettle black. Like4
wise in Newfoundland wﬁ_ere the ex-Prime Minister
seems to have béen quite ambitious. The fault ap-
pears to lie in restricting liberty in the equality of
cpportunity. Hence the howl of the rival parties of
the old order and their reliance upon public judg-
ment in turning the offenders out. No morality ex-
ists independent of its own stage in the development
of society. The morality of nowadays lies in gound
business management and the fraternity of polities
is broken or cemented by that rule. But the danger
lying in these perpetual investigations is that the
people who suffer the ‘‘management’’ may see &
lreakdown in the machinery and set up something
more to their own liking.

LOCAL VANCOUVER

———

This is just s reminder that the oelebration of

the fifty-third anmiversary of the Paris Commune

wﬂlbehddstOddfeDon'mmAn:anﬁn
Street, Tuesday 18th March. Dancing 9 p.m. until
2 am. Tickets are (for men) $1 and (for women)
50 cents. Be there and be early!

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND
‘‘Progress, 50¢; Roy Keid, $10; R. Heilinger, $2;
W. R. Bryce, $1: T. A_ Lessey, $5; W. J. Kennedy,
$3; H. Dosch, %1: St. John Comrades (per M.
Goudie), $8.
Above, C. M. F. receipts from February 29th to
Mareh 13th, inclusive—total €30 50.

More Marginal Utility

By F. J. McNEY.

HY economics ever was ealled the ‘“‘dismal
Wsmence” I never could understand Any-
how, the theory is a fallacy, and I am sure

everybody will agree that there is nothing ‘‘dismal’’
about the science of economics as it 1s presented by
““Clarion’” seribes, including myself and my friend
“Kid’’ Morgan of the University of British Colum-
bha, whatever our shortcomings may be in other re
spects. And right here I wish to state that I hold
no grudge against the youth on account of his erit-
1cism of my article on ‘‘Marginal Utility,”’ even if
he did swipe a few paragraphs to give me the
spanking I deserved. In fact, I consider myself un-
der an obligation to the ‘“‘Kid,’’ because if he had
not criticized my article 1. would have had no excuse
tc elaborate further on the subject, and there are a
few points that I forgot to mention the first time.
Furthermore, the theory has a peculiar fascination
for me and I enjoy worrying it like a pup with an
old soeck.

As F. C. pointed out in his artiele, ‘“ Aequiring
a Reputation,’’ ever since Jevons first stated that
““Value depends entirely on utility ”’ the theory has
remained a ‘‘doctrine of value,”” and its function
has been to furnish an excuse for refusing to ad-
mit that labor applied to the natural resources of the
earthproduces all values. But even the disciples of
Jevons themselves could see that the theory as he
stated it would never hold water, so they improv-
ed it by putting a ‘‘scarcity’’ bottom in it and now
1i won’t even hold beans let alone water

IT a commodity can possess no value unless it is
scarce, it would be interesting to know whether it
is the scarcity of commodities or the 8pots on the sun
that are the cause of industrial crises and unem-
ployment. We are told that the main proof of the
fact that there is a scareity of all commodities at all
times 1s that the great majority of the people can-
not get all they need of the necessaries of life. In
this conneetion let us see what Frederick Engels has
to say on the subject. On page 118 of “‘Soeialism,
Utopian and Seientific,”’ speaking of industrial eris-
18, he says:

“Means of production, means of subsistence, available
laborers, all the elements of production and of general
wealth, are present in abundance. But ‘abundance. be-
comes the source of distress And want,’ because it is the
very thing that prevents the transformation of the means
of production and subsistence into capital.”

Judging from the above it would ‘appear that
old Fred was as great a dreamer as I am. In faet
be was greater, because he asserted that in every in-
dustrial crisis there is an abundance of practically:
all eommodities, while I merely assumed that if saely
were the ease, aceording to the marginal utility the-
ory of value, those commodities would have no ex-
change value whatever. In other words, if the mar-
ginal utility theory were correet, it would be impos-
sible for an industrial erisis to oecur. And 1 think
it will be granted by everybody, that Fred had read
the ““Old Master’’ even if I have not. -

Another thing I forgot to mention in my last ar-
ticle on the subject is that, according to the mar-
ginal utility theory, we are always baying and seli-
Ing on the margin but the margin rises and falls ac-
cording to the degree of scarcity, that is we are con-
tinually skating on the thin ice of scarcily, not com-
mg down to it from upstairs some place as the ‘“‘law
of diminishing utility ™’ might make it appear. The
said law 18 merely a kind of gravity that keeps us
from flying bp In the air and paying five or six
tmes as much for a thing as it is worth, just as
scarcity keeps us from getting it for nothing.

When it comes to explaining the marginal utility
theory, the capitalist class economists don’t do it.
“ Kid"" Morgan in his article gives a fair iliustration
of how they deal with the subjeet.
of what he says:

“The exchange value of a commodity cannot be greater
than its marginal utility, because no one—not even you—
would pay more for a commodity than it is worth: nor
can the exchange value of a commodity remaim below
the marginal utility, becaase this would assume that peo-
ple desiring additional needs would neglect to offer for
them what they would be worth.”

Here is part

All of which is equal to saying that marginal
utility and exchange value mean one and the same
thing, and in that ecase we don 't need the term mar-
ginal utility at all. Further on the “Kid”’ tells us
that “‘cost is important,”” and he finally admits that
‘“‘labor produces all values.’’

Now “‘all values’’ must inelude exchange value,‘
and if labor produces all exchange value why is it
necessary that a comodity must be scarce to possess
exchange value! Right here is where the shoe
pinches; the marginal utility theorists don’t and
won’t admit that ‘‘ldbor produces all values.’’ That
is why they try to explain exchange value by the
margioal utility theory.

dn conelusion, I wish to remind everybody that I
am still an ignoramus looking for immformation, and
with that aim in view I am going to ask a few ques-
tions. In the first place I would like to know where
the market is located in which demand is always
equal to the supply, and where goods are always
sold at a priee that will ‘‘find purchasers for all the
goods?’” In the second place, granting that the
first proposition is correet, why is it necessary to
withdraw goods from the market at all?

It would seem that if demand is always equal to
the supply, and that goods are always sold at a price
that will ““find purchasers for all the goods,’ there
would never be any goods left to withdraw from the
warket. In the third place, if ‘‘exchange value and
price are not to be explained by reference to the
law of value,”” what must we refer to in order to
explain them?

Now there must be some ‘“Clarion’’ readers and
writers who have opinions of their own on this sub+
Jeet, and I would like to ses comment from all sides)
And don’t be afraid of hurting my feelings; eritie-
1=m rolls’ off me like water off 3 duek’s back; re-
member, I always admit that I may be mistaken.
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Socialism, Revolution and the |

Editor's Note:—This article is taken from “The Social
ist Review” (London) Oct.-Dec. 1921. It will be seen that
the author is an adherent of the policies of the LL.P

Nevertheless, the article should stfmulate thought and is
inserted here to that end

HE law of chance, or the mathematical theory

of probability, is little understood outside

those sciences, such as biology and statistics,
where it is specifically applied; yet it is of enormous
importance to the general student of social prob
lems, because all policies and plans for soecial re
generation are tacitly built on assumyptions as to
how mankind will act under given conditions. Many
of the wild schemes floating in the intellectual at
mosphere of some of our Socialist. but mueh more
s0 in our religious, organisations, would never have
gained the weight they have, had all their advo
cates been acquainted known laws of

with the

chance.

The laws of chance are not the

under the requisite con

uncertain as
word chance might imply
ditions they are as certain in their operation as any
other law im mathematics. If a well-made coin be
tossed the chance that it will drop

18 obviously one in two

at random,

““heads”’ If the coin be
tossed 50 times the chance that it will drop ‘“heads’’
1S 25 times. In practice it would seldom fall
exactly 25 times, but would tend to fall
near that number. But if the coin were tossed HO,
000 the number it would fall
““heads’” would only deviate from 50 per cent. by
a small fraction, the limits of which can be found :
and if it were tossed 1,000,000 times the fraction
would be so small that it could safely be neglected
without affecting the result to a perceptible degree

Hence, when we are dealing with millions ef peo

““heads”’

times, of times

ple, or their death rates, birth rates, measurements,
the law of chance will freely operate providing other
conditions, such as freedom from bias, are present.

It is, of course, in the matter of bias that the

greatest difficulty is experienced in applying the
law of chance to social problems. In throwing dice,
for example, there is no specific influence at work
(if the dice be properly made) to make any partie-
ular number come to the top, and the law of chance
will frebly operate; but if one side is weighted the
results will be greatly affected. Hence, in such
matters as death rates, we shall find different bias
according to the poverty or wealth, housing con-
ditioms, trade, of the different districts. Allow
ance, therefore, has to be made. This however, does
not prevent an almost exact knowledge of death
being known in actual distriets, and calculations
based on it are made by insurance companies. A
general idea of the law of chance can be obtained
from Professor Bowley’s introduction to Part 11
of his Statistics, and possibly the most readable
book ¢n the subject in Venn’s Logic of Chance

I now propose to apply the law of chanece, in -a
general manner, to a few of the questions in which
the Socialist movement is interested. I do not pre-
tend that exact measurements can be made. but in<
ductions can certainly be drawn from the data we
have as to whether the chances are great or small,
and when the chances of a thing succeeding are eryl
great it is scientifically soand to base a poliey on it,
and when very small it would be ridiculous to act
on a gambler’s hope of success. I will take a few
headings.

(1) Can a church, or the rich, solve the social
problem? There is a widespread notion in the
churches that society can be saved by the individnal
practising Christianity. Obviously, if all practised
the command, ‘‘Love they neighbor as thyself,”’ the
social problem would cease to exist, everybody with
two coats would impart to him that had none, and
poverty would vanish. However much we respect
the doctrines of the Nazarine, we are bound to reals
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1se that the chance of Christians doing this is so
slight as not to be worth serious consideration : that
we can assert from the world of experience that the
number of people who actually practice giving all
they possess to the poor is probably less than one in
9,000,000, and that the chance of changing society
by this the This is, of
course, taking an extreme view of the logical re
quirements of the Christian faith, but the chances

of changing society by similar, if less drastie. meth

meéans 1s therefore same

ods are little greater. It is useless saying how beau
titul society would be if only peeple would do this or
that when the law of chance, adduced from actual
experience, shows plainly that they will not do it
Again, some people place an undue importance
on the possibility of getting rich to realize the bene
fit to mankind of the Soecialist solution. In praetice
the number of wealthy people who abandon the ideas
and interests of their class to advoecate the Socialist
cause 1s comparatively small. In some ‘‘samples’”
which I collected I found them to be roughly five in
9,000, or one in 1,000. Assuming that this is a true
proportion in a very large sample there would be
one chance in a thousand of society being reorgan
1ized on Soecialist lines if the movement were strietly
confined to an appeal to the rich

portion on which to base a policy

an absurd pro-

If our policy
were based on the numerical chance given above we
ought to spend 999 out of every 1,000 parts of our
energy 1n appealing to that somewhat indefinite
quantity, the-working class, for there are 999 chane
es out of every 1000 that the Soc«ilist common-
wealth will be brought about by the workers and
not by the wealthy

The problem is not really as simple as this, even
if we define elearly who is a worker, for the quality
of the rich who leave their class has also to be taken
into account. The Socialist movement in its early
stages depended for leadership largely on the uppext
or middle classes. The influence of Marx. for ex-
ample, cannot be measured by a number one. The
brain of the wider Labor movement even now has a
considerable portion drawn from people who can af4
ford a university education Nevertheless, after
making allowance for all this, the chance of Social
1sm being realized by any force except that contain-
ed naturally in the broad working class is not less
remote ; indeed, a partial reason for the presence of
some of the middle-class brains (especially in the
Labor Party)’ is the fact that the greater Labon
movement can afford to pay for them.

(2) What chance has a Socialist policy of suc
ceeding? We have to estimate the chance of a ma
Jority accepting ideas at present propounded by a
minority, and what form they must take. First. let
We shall find that there
1s comparatively little difference in the outlook of
the mass of the people. They approximate to a
mean in matters physical and mental, only a rela

us eonsider mass opinion

tively small number departing, to any extent, from
it. For example it can be shown that the vast ma-
Jority of adult males do not deviate more than three
or four inches from the mean height of 671% inches.
In weight, though the curve is ‘“‘skew,’’ there is a
‘““mode’” of 145 or 146 lbs. round which the bulk of
weights range. In intellect the same result appears/
An approximate measure of knowledge and intelli!
gence can be obtained by the number of marks stu
dents obtain in an examination. Where the number
of examination entrants has been large enough ta
enable the law of ehance freely to operate, the num2
ber of marks gained by each student has been tab-
ulated, and the curve representing this invariably’
conforms to a curve technically known as the curve
of errors ie., there is a certain number of marks
round which the bulk of students range, only a min-
ority deviating to any serious extent from the aver-

AW

ige, and this
it 18 from the average

From this data we may

majority be

comes smaller the farther

conelude that the bulk
of people are on the same physie

al and mental plane,
and therefore the chances are

great that any move
ment 1n approximately the same way, that real pro
gress is only possible when the new coneeptions can
be mmbibed by the bulk of the people—in short. that
the chance of success is only great when movements
are mass movements, actual or potential. Fu
the ehance that the actual social
tor any length of time, he

rther
organization can,
beyond the himits of the
ntelligence of the great mass of people is very
small. Ideas eannot necessarily be put into oper
ation because a minority believes in them. even if
that minority seize power

any governing class is

The limit of power of
narrower than is usually
thought. Lenin, wiser in compromise than +his dis
ciples here, realized that a nationalization of land
decree was, at the moment. far beyond the capacity
of the Russian peasant, and in consequence suited
his land system to Russian conditiens

The data also suggests that in aetual orgzspiza
tion a policy suited to the capacity of the majority
on the upper side of the average, and strictly rela-
tive to economic eonditions which

people in the same way,

affect masses of
1s most likely to sueceed,
while the ideal of g complete social revolution which
sll Socialists have as their goal must be consistently
preached to the masses until it becomes a part of
their mental atmosphere. It is because the 1. [, P.
has done this by its independent Socialist propa-
ganda in edueation, that it has become the most
powerful Socialist organization, while the clear-cut
Socialist organizations, which thought more of exaet
doctrine and academic purity, are still in the wilder-
ness and likely to remain there.

3) The chance of Revolution. Tt is a matter of
tommon experience that the chance of a wel'-fod
person, in fairly good cireumstances. wanting to re
volt or to use personal violenee because of an al-
stract idea, is slight, and could not be niaced higher
than one in 5,000; hence, under «riinary conditions
the mere preaching of a phy<ica’ force r volution
could never seriously influence many people. At-the
same time history shows plainly that human section
18 50 Interwoven with emotions that pass ons can be
roused in masses of people, and fearful wars and
bloody revolutions ean be accomplished.

(Continued on page 8)
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Faugh a Ballaugh!

OSSIBLY some readers on seeing the above
title will be reminded of Mark Twain’s courier
whom he delegated to bring back a report on

a continental European beauty spot, and who re-
turned with an aeecount heavily loaded with a num-
ber of strange and incomprehensible words which he
explained were sundry Zulu, Red Indian, ete., etec.,
terms that he had adopted through having noticed
that it was considered fashionable to interfard such
literature in this way and that; as these were the
only non-English expressions at his command, he
had been compelled to use them.

However, such is not the ‘‘raison d’etre’’ (!) of
the above, for it is a Hibernian phrase which, a na-

tive Irish lady informs the writer should be pro-

nounced ‘‘Foch a Bolya,”” and means ‘“Clear the
Way!”” We use it with referenee to the present
necessity for taking the first steps towards the So-

cialist work of Reconstruction of Society. It is, be-
sides, quite topical, because not only, as dealt with
in another column, is Mareh the month of the Paris
Commune, but it also contains the famous ‘“17th of
Ireland,”” or, in pther words, St. Patrick’s Day. And
not alone is the month of breezes thus noteworthy,
for it is also—as far as the astronomical calendar
goes—the first month of spring.

Now, as the poet reminds us, it is in spring that
the fancies of the younger set lightly turn to
thoughts of love. But what, though equally true, he
does not say is that all of us who have endured the
rigors of a genuinely cold winter, emerge therefrom
in spring with our bodily condition more or less de-
teiorated and run down. In some, these disturb-
ances result in boils! As medical seience informs us
a boil generally arises from a movement to eject
poisons out of the system and, when properly under-
stood, such movements afford material for admira-
tion and wonderment, because they are the move-
ments of an army! It is not, however, an army of
men ; it 18 not even, though such might be* expected,
a Red army. It is an army whose units are White
blood eorpuscles

As many may be aware, the red eolor of the blood
is due to the presence therein of minute bodies ealled
the red corpuscles. But the blood also contains a
smallcr proportion of another and larger kind ealled
the white blood corpuseles. The duties of the lat-
ter are to march against and, if possible, defeat any
poisonous elements whose presence in the blood
threatens the welfare of the organism that houses
them. The discharges from a boil are, therefore, no-
thing more than the corpses from a ‘‘gathering of
the clans’” of these useful and intrepid white war-
riors who have so nobly and willingly given up their
lives for the protection of their master or mistress.
vut altheugh all this must arouse our admiration
and gratitude, still it does not alter the faet that, in
itself, a boil is anything but a pleasant thing to suf-
fer from so far as the vietim is econeerned. Hence
the picturesque slang expression for ammoyanece is,
that someone feels ‘“‘as sore as a boil!”’ In short,
therefore, and without any high falutin’ nonsense,
a boil is simply a Disease |

In that larger organism called society, we find
a parallel state of affairs, beeause whenever it suf-
fers from poisons in its system that constitute a real
distress and menaee to any or all sections of the com-
munity, various movements arise to expel the nuis-
ance or danger, a politieal or politico-economie
army. And just as with the diseased human body,
a trifling infeetion through a slight surface cut may
serve to preeipitate a boil that actusily results from
a deeper general impurity of the system; so is it
with soeiety. It was the Sarajevo assassination that

precipitated the Great War, but as all of us now
know, that murder was merely the occasion but not
the Cause—which was economie—of the terrible
catastrophe from which the eivilized world is still
suffering.

By no means the least important of such move-
ments is the Socialist. Indeed, so important and al-
80 80 fascinating is 1t that its units are liable to for-
get that they must not himit themselves solely to the
movement—which is merely a means—iut that they,
should get rid of it as soon as possible by rendering
it unnecessary when the revolutionary objective has
been accomplished. Whatever we take a pleasure
in—the master-motive of all living beings—tends to
absorb our activities and become an end in itself, in
accordance with that universal, subtle and insidious
““Bias of Happy Exereise,”’ which the genins of the
Scottish race has long recognized and combatted
with the pregnant and bitingly sarcastic remark,
"“Aye, ye're daein’ fine!”’ And not only does dan
ger arise from this source, but as each phase of the
Socialist movement tends to reflect itself in a spec
1al literature and literary organs, and official mouth-
pieces, ‘‘economic determinism’’ consciously or sub
consciously inclines to produce a certain rivalry of
interests manifesting itself in more or less harmful
suppressions or half-suppressions of fact that still
further create confusion and disunity and postpone
the rapid achievement of what_should be the Social-
ist’s unswerving purpose.

Such being the case, it is worth while to note the
words of the American, Capt. Paxton Hibben, whom
his military superiors took action against because
of his activities for Russian recognition. Address-
ing a meeting recently in New York Labor Temple,
he said that ‘‘A revolution means no more than a
ground-clearing ; an opportunity to create. If those
who have achieved revolution are unable to build
anew or unwilling to create where they have de-
stroyed, the fruits of revolution may be lost in great
part.”’

Doubtless, it is a recognition of the praetical
value of work as opposed to mere speculation that
has, on this comparatively New Continent, placed
the ‘‘good worker’’ and pioneer upon the honorable
pedestal they now occupy as compared with the ‘“in-
tellectuals.”’ Secience, too, appears to support that
verdiet, for Dr. Adolf Meyer tells us that ‘‘thought
at its very best is only a link in a chain of events
leading up to some final achievement. Its real and
lasting fulfilment is found only in action. Janet
has constructed an interesting hierarchy of mentalk
functions. His study of phychasthenia (mental de-
bility) brings him to the conviction that complete
action is the most difficalt and highest function. I
am tempted to add (continues the Dr.) that eomplet-
ed action is the first essential for rest and for be-
ginning something new. . . . . It is lamentable to hear
youngsters, cneouraged by their elders, refuse to do
certain things because they already know how to do
them. When doing things becomes less attractive
than knowing things, an avenue for disappointment
if not for failure, has been opened before the pupil.”’
It is one of the most damning features of this cap-
italist aystem, especially in these days of its ad-
vanced decay, that however much one may be will-
ing to or actually does work, the opportunity to labor
for adequate recompense therefor, fails of material-
isation.

Yet even if it be true, as Dr. Meyer says, that
thought is only valuable insofar as it leads to action,
there are distinet degrees of effectiveness whereby
it produces its object. Tn a world based upon mater-
islism (and laziness!) it is, therefore, mot surpris-
ing that most thinkers should suffer both from their
own dislike and incapaeity for action and from the
treatment their felows accord them; for curses and
perseeution have ever been the lot of the mental in-
novator and action-provoker. Their ““trade,” in
faet, might well be classed amongst the ‘‘dangeroug
oecupations.’’—it is diffienlt to serve God and Mam-

won (or selfishness). That certainly was the exper-
ience and opinion of one of the world’s most pow-
erful thinkers and action-stimulators—Robert Burns,

and he thus, in whimsically-regretful form, states
this faet:

“I backward mused on wasted time,
How I had spent my youthfu' prime,

An’ done nae-thing
But stringin’ blethers up in rhyme,

For fools to sing

“Had I to guid advice but harkit,
I might by this hae led a market,
Or strutted in a bank an’ clarkit
My cash account
~ While here, half-mad, half-fed, half-sarkit (half-shirted)
Is a’ th’ amount.”

Of course, in subsequent verses. he showed that
be had not wasted his time. And where, as his bio-
graphy informs us, would Marx himself have ‘‘got
off at’’ had it not been for the financial assistanee of
his more practical and commercia) friend, Engels?
What the latter was (fortunately!) able to do as a
private individual, will be done far better in the
future by Communist society

Granted, as above said and as a hnman imstitu
tion that the more transient. aggressive and con-
troversial literary side of the socialist movement is
somewhat vulnerable to certain regrettable disabil-

Ities, yet these are by no means so serious as to in-
terfere with its necessary and fruitful funections.
Life, we are told, may be defined as a perfect cor-«
respondence with environment. If then we become,
as Socialists, entirely shut off from every phase of]
Socialist activity, we will. so far as the movement id
concerned, be as dead as a door nail. To avoid thisd
1t 1s essential that we keep in touch with our Social-
Ist environment, not only by studying its various
text books and general literature, but also—what 19
Just as, if not more important by subscribing for
Its various journals which rezord the progress and
nature of current events. Therefore. as the very
least one can do, never let your subs. to Socialist
papers run out—if you can possibly avoid it. And
by the same token, see that you raise your non-
Socialist fellows from the dead and make them(
““born again’’ by similarly bringing them into touch
with ““the living Marx!"’

Some people have curious ideas about Revolu-
tion; they seem to think it is always an act of hlooa-
thirsty vengeance. It is not. As Com. Harrington
recently pointed out, the spectacular and “movie’
features of a revolution are merely the trappingé
and the suits of conflicts, the garb in which they are
arrayed, the moral image of a material fact. A/
clergyman lately asserted, in his Burns’ supper ad-
dress, that the British Labor Government was due
to the increasing appreciation of those truly relig4
ious qualities of Service and Sympathy with which|
that poet was so deeply imbued. The ‘“man of God’”
was wrong in thus aecounting for the British work-
ingman’s change of allegiance from Sport to Spirit>
uality—that resulted from conditions of chronie;,
Unemployment. Indeed, in a state of society thatl
fosters anti-social ‘‘trade secrets’’ and a life typicalf
of the jungle, religion has the same chance of exist-
Ing as permanent and secure employment, peace or
business stability. For those, we require the Social
Revolution that removes the obstacles which stand
in their way.

Therefore, and to eonclude, we repeat the slo-
gan and ‘‘the burden o’ the sang’’ that heads thia
article: ‘“Faugh a Ballaugh’’—Clear the Way. And
the less ‘“movement’’ features the process may in-
volve, the better; for it is not ‘“movements’’ or their
literary or official reflexes that are wanted, but
tangible practical results in the shape of a clean and
healthy Socialist Society wherein a politieal or econ-
omic eclass war ‘‘“movement’’ will have as little
chance or need to exist as has a boil upon the surface
of the body of a perfeetly clean and sound individ-

- nal. ‘“PROGRESS.”
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evolutions

ARTICLE TWENTY THREE
THE PARIS COMMUNE.
(Part L)

HILE Moltke was talking to de Wumpple in
W the style of a dril] sergeant, Paris rose,
and the Second Empire departed with the
Empress Eugenie

In a closed hack. By the time

the Parisians had illuminated the streets and had
become fairly soused with Freedom, the Hun was at
the gate. We pass over the harrowing details of the
seige,. which offers us, in our present investigation
little of compelling interest. except prehaps, some
very fine rhetorie on the gastronomie virtues of such

dishes as consomme of bald rat, stewed elephant

ears i the mud, baked leg of mule aux grateful. and
but for our rooted objeztions to mmterjecting reforms

mmto a r(*vnlmlunar) document, we

might reeite

some delicious bills of fare. and give recipes where
by indigent idlers might weather the industrial de-
pression very nicely. Rats and mice are plentiful
enough and the bones of cattle may be had for the

labor of carrying away. We suspect however that
m this case hunger was good sauce. However we
noted some time back that in 1864 the International
was organized and ere the armies left for the slaugh-
ter, communication passed between the proletariat
of both countries in which the sentiment of brother-
hood and fraternity was expressed, and in the cafe
de la Renaissance, where Regault, Longuet, and
many others were to head the Commune were arrest-
ed in 1866, at a committee mecting of the Interna
tionalists.

There was also Blanqui, who thundered revolu

On Oect. 30,
six weeks after the fall of the Empire, he wrote of

tion in his ““The Country in Danger.”’

the bourgeois government which had seized power

- ‘1792 saved the Revolution and founded the
Republic; the Hotel de Ville is destroying it. Its
auxiliaries are al] the monarchists who bawl ‘Long
live the Republie’ after they have destroyed and
proscribed it for twenty yvears, while preparing to
destroy and proscribe it even more furiously than
ever. It is the standard of traitors and chameleons
The follow-
ing day the last army of France surrendered at

It is the counter revolution.”’

Metz, and for a time the bourgeois government was
in danger of being overthrown. The Hotel de Ville
was surrounded by an angry populace, and Jules
Favre himself has stated that “‘on the 31st Oct. thée
Parisian population, from highest to lowest, was
absolutely opposed to us. Evefybody thought we
deserved to be dismissed."’

But there was no alternative force strong enough

te take action, and the bourgeois members were per-
mitted to govern Paris. The multitude were united
against the usurping government, but hostilely di-
“vided against any alternative one. They were not
entitled by any law to administer affairs, having
seized upon power by virtue of a popular demonstra-
tion against the Empire on the Fall of Sedan and the
surrender of Napoleon to the Prussian King.

The farce of defending Paris continued to the
exasperation of every class in the beleaguered city.
And when the elections on February 8th returned a
rural majority of distinet monarchist views, Paris
and other large towns were furious. Ag the citizens
of - Paris hadbeenleadinnseriesoffruiﬂmmd
quite evidently deliberately bungled sorties, it be-
came plain even to the most confiding that they were
being fooled, and when the government eapitu-
dated, it brought all classes together in a patriotic

_swelter of enthusistic madness. -

~On Feb. 24 a Central Committee from all organi-

BY J. HARRINGTON

zations was elected by the National Guard, and on
the 3rd March the National Guard refused to ac
cept a Bonapartist General, d’Aurelles, as their
chief. The National Assembly, which had been sit
ting at Bordeaux made Versailles the Capital of
France on Mareh 10th. Anyone who has noted the
indignation which follows the removal of a fishery
department with half a dozen clerks from one town
to another on this continent can appreciate the feel
ing excited in Paris by suech a drastic act. Every
petty pedlar and every large land owner felt the
world tip on its axis. The annual mob of politicians
and heelers which assemble to make the laws of a
country, are not only in themselves good spenders
but they are the magnets which draw many others
who seek privilege and profit at the head spring of
law and order, and who find. in pursuit of their
lawful oecasion—

as the prayer book has it—a need

to be lavish

Paris had scarcely reeovered from this shock
when she was staggered by the announcement that
the moratorium, in effect during the siege, woald
cdme to an end on March 13th.

These measures have but little bearing on wark
ing class Paris, True, some inconvenience would
arise, but not more than they were habituated to
and which, while annoying, were matters of toc
frequent occurrenee to create any great disturbance
among the workers. But to the bourgeois they

meant positive and immediate ruin. Paris decapitz
ised meant ruin in the future. To be compelled, after
suffering a five month siege, to meet eommercial
bills and rents with three days’ notice meant im-
mediate bankruptey. The government was keenly
alive to the possibility of trouble and sought to dis-
arm the National Guard So on the mornming of
Mareh 18th the cannon was siezed, but before they
could be removed some women, up before the sun,
much before, approaehed the troops and held ihem
in conversation until the alarm was sounded. This
was the last straw. The National Guard had pur-
chased the cannon with their own money ; they
had refused to deliver them up to Bismarck. and
after the many treasons, stratageons and spoils of
Thiers, Favre and Co., Paris was justified in en-
tertaining suspicious of treachery when a govern-
ment attempted to remove these cannon by stealth.

Before going into the struggle between Paris
and Versailles it will be well to survey the leading!
characters of the Commune and their motives and
principles. Louis Blanqui, a republican of fierce and
uncomprising spirit, with a pronounced -class
viewpoint, preached the eclass struggle in season
and out. ‘‘Twenty-four hours is sufficient time to
make a revolution,’”” was his philosophy. He sus-
pected every aet of the bourgeoisie and, during the
siege of Paris, as doring the days of 1848, his voice
was always raised against the conflicting trust with
which the workers always disarmed themselves in
a crisis. Marx says he was the one man who could
have given the Commune a head. And in every
multitude whieh thronged the streets of Paris, td
protest against governmental treason bourgeois
writers ‘‘saw the sinister figure of Blanqui slinking
on the fringe’> Higher praise could not be given!
But Thiers was as well aware as. an'yone of his in:
fluenee, and he was kidnapped when the Versaillesd
fled from Paris, and kept confined. The Commune
offered all their hostages for his single release, but
Thiers refused.

Ty him the Revolution was above the object :
let .the unknown fature provide its own midwives;
sufficient unto the day is the task thereof - What
part he might have played, with the Revolution
accomplished in Paris, we cannot say, but his fol-
lowers plaved a sorry one, nor were they very num-
erous.  Cluseret perhaps best represents thd
opinibnmdnoﬁvaoftbem-lddlo,ld
far as we are able to judge, had the elearest insight
into the problems which confronted the Commune.

Social and Political

He declared that the leaders were too visionary and
entirely econtrolled by impossible ideals. When
faced with a praetical problem they sailed clear over
I* into the air. And in his opinion the workers
lacked intelligenee or, at any rate, displayed but
little; for an intelligent working class could easily
effect their emancipation. He was bitter in hig
Jibes at the monkey stunts of the offieials in gold lace
and Red Sash. Rossel, who succeeded him as Min-
ister of War, espeeialy incurred his resentment for
his love of dress and parade, though he freely ad:
mired his ability and courage. But he frankly pros
tested that Communalism and not Communism was
his reason for combatting Thiers and his govern
ment. And this precisely was the reason the vast
majority went into the fight. Occassionally, around
the 18th of March, some rattletrap revolutionist fulk
of zood intentions and false information undertakes
to rave about this epochal event, in whieh the hopes
of a histerical mouther combine with the ignorance
of

a rotarian to make the Paris Commune a clasy

The doe

uments left by the Central Committee, the Proclam-

conselous effort to establish communism

ations of the QCommune, the writings of the
chiefs prove the exact opposite So far ,we
have shown briefly that the people of Paris,
far from seeking a revolution. were goaded

of Paris, far from seeking a revolution. were goaded
by a series of unbearable affronts and outrageous
betrayals into taking up arms against a usurping
government which had no more lcgal right to rule
than had the Central Committee. And all they ask-
ed was, the right to manage their own affairs, whichf
London and Manchester possessed. Even Milliere;
who sets forth the class nature of soclety and the
evolutionary basis of history on that principle, and
declares that the proletariat alone could save civiliz-
etion, demands the Communal Couneil

‘““Hence,”” he says, ‘‘the difficulties of the Com-
munal Council. We have to face the questions ofi
the organization of the Commune under the most un-
favorable conditions possible, which make a good
solution unattainable. Influenced by political preoed
cupations of the Government’s enmity to Paris men’s
minds are not disposed to establish Justly the prin-
ciples of natural right which should regulate the re-
lations of the Commune, a social unit. and the
Nation, a political unit: and by the mere foree off
cirenmstances the Communal Couneil has to have
unwilling recourse to measures whieh in ordinary
times would be outside its sphere of action. . Either
the Versaillese Government must be induced to
sanction by law the rights of the
Commune or the antagonism must be stopped by the
substitution of the present Assembly whose particu-
lar mandate has practieally expired of a Constituent
Assemble whose mission will be to establish the basis
of political and

recognize and

administrative organization In
France on strong republican and municipal insti-
tutions

Written in the closing days of the Commune
this sufficiently shows the real nature of the revolt,
Lut as the bourgeois writers have it, the sinister
figures of Blanqui, shirked in the background, and
Paris, armed and vietorious, with the International
regulating to some extent its policy, the Master
Class, with a clearer insight into its fate than the
workers ever show decided to blot it out in blood.

But we have been so long in the preliminaries,
which we consider necessary to an understanding of
the Commune, that we must ask for another issue to
deal with the events.

ALBERTA NOYES.
8. P. of C. Local Calgary, No. 86 .

Keonomics Class held every Tuesday, 8 p.m.

History Class held every Friday, 8 p.m.

Both at Headquarters, 134a 9th Ave. West.

Propaganda Meetings every Sunday at 8 pm. at
Empress Theatre, Calgary.
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SOOIALIEM, REVOLUTION AND THE LAW OF
UHANCE.

(Continuwed from page 5) =
go further and say that economic conditions will ofs

ten force revolutions; that, given conditions of star-

vation sufficiently acute, the chances of revolt are

the new form of government, teke over for society,
and carry on the management of the means of
wealth production to which everyome must have
access in order to live. And finally centraliz-
ation of capital will haye proceeded to that point
where, as Marx says: “Centralization of the means
of production and socialization of labor at last reach

so great as to be almost certain. If unewployment that point where they become incompatible witk

in Great Britain were sufficiently widesiicad and their capitalist integument
burst asunder. The expropriators are expropri-
ated.”’—then will be the time when the working
class shall have achieved its historic mission: the

unrelieved by maintenance grants, revolution would
almost certainly come whether Mr. Lloyd George of
Mr. Arthur Henderson were in power. But I would

k
This integument is

emancipation of the world from divisions and eont

remind those who desire a physical force revolutioR  piots  In the enjoyment of the full social product
that all human experience shows that, as soon as the  cf their labor all the people of the world will enter
government compromised and granted large enough upon a more exalted plane of thought and conduct,

doles (I refer strietly to EngHsh conditions), the and a higher civilization with its accompanying In-

chance that the back of the revolution would be
broken would be great; that the traditional leaders

stitutions will prevail

JOHN LOHEIT

(Trade Union leaders, loeal councillors, parsuns,
middle-class ‘‘sympathizers’’), a reflex remember
of the normal mass intelligence, would throw their
whole weight for law and order after the compro-
mise was made: and that the chance of a minotity
even gaining power by revolution among such a
nation of compromisers would be so slight as not td
be worth serious eonsideration. The echance of
evolving a reorganized society by stabilizing com-
ditions at every stage in its growth, and manipulat!
ing a solution to every grievance such that its applid
cation will lead elearly in the direction of a ce-
operative commonwealth, and at the same time sat-
isfying the masses immediately so as to establish a
bond of intellectual sympathy between them and the
Socialist ideal—the chance of this is obviously much
greater than that of a whole people, unprepared
and undeveloped, accepting suddenly a brand new
Soviet Socialist Republic at the distatorship of &
minority, even if that minority performed the near-
ly impossible task of seizing pOwWer.

Mer policy any party adopts it is always
based tacitly on the chance of its success, henee thé
laws of ehance, the certainty or uncertainty of their
operation, ought to be consciously analysed.

DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY

e (Continued from page 3)

moeraey im rights, of brotherhood among men, of
equality in rights and privileges, and universal edu;
cation foreshadow the next higher plane of society to
which experience and knowledge, given impulse by
material development, are steadily tending. All the
conditions in eivilized society seem to indicate the
imminence of a mighty, a fundamentally revolution-
ary change. The precursors of that change are al
ready i existence. They appeared with the coming
of the machine age. The agelong struggle of the
classes, has not only reached a positive degree of
intensity, but on the part of the workers has taken
on at least a semblance of hgimg intelligently di
rected.

And so we must come to the conelgsion that ma-
terialism has been the dynamic or noa'?mng factor
in human history. ‘‘God’’ has never taken a posi
tive part in shaping the destimies of man, and is
therefore eliminated as a factor. A thousand tele]
scopes bave swept the heavens, looking billions of
miles into space without finding any trace of him/|
“‘Creation’’ as far as we know had no beginning 3
there was no Eden at the morning of existence; life
did not begin with sinning against God, and therg
was no serpent to tell man the truth. He learned
the truth on the road of experience.

No social system ever disappears before the lawd
of historieal materialism have decreed it so; it is
true in this process the human mind plays a part ofl
importance, but the material factors are in realityl
the start, which give the mind the impalse to investi-
gate, to penetrate and to try and find a solution.

There must be an harmonious co-operation between,

idealism and materialism ; but the materialist factor]
is the more important directive factor of the two|
and when might shall finally become sufficiently’
educated and organized and strong to enforee the
right that by every sense of justice belongs to the
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We, the Socialist Party of Canada affirm our alleg-
iance to, and support of the principies and programime
of the revolutionary working class.

Labor, applied to natural resources, produces all
wealth. The present economic stystem is based upon
capitalist ownership of the means of production, conse-
quently, all the products of labor belong to the capital-
ist class. The capitalist is, therefore, master; the
worker a slave.

SOIon‘utbeupluJMchurema;nllnpouedo-
of the reins of government all the powers of the State
wmbenaedtomtectmddel’endlummﬂ‘hum
mmﬂ'mlthwodudon-ndlummldlho
product of labor.

The capitalist system gives to the capitalist an ever
swelling stream of profits, and to the worker, an ever
increasing measure of migery and degradation.

Thelnwmto(thevﬂtn;daulluinoetdn(
itself free from capitalist exploitation by the abolition
of the wage system, under which this exploitation, at
the point of production, is cloaked. To accomplish

anuﬂumdlwrkmworpnhon
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HERE ANR NOW.
E’RE a little better than our las§ appear-

ance, Here and Now, though not much. We
observe one esteemed contemporary displaying mast-
head signals for subs. and seductively offering one’s
choiee of 15 strawberry plants, a ‘‘village black-
smith’’ buteher knife, 12 bulbs or an account book.
These, says the journal, are the reader’s reward.
Now our reward offerings are contained in the qual-
ity of the reading matter in these columns. Every-
one a prize-winner—who subscrjbes. That’s all you
have to do—to subseribe. Simple. Help distribute
the prizes by getting more readers. And while you
are at it see that your own sub. 18 not in delicate
health. These robust ones are registered since last
issue
Following, $1 each—G. P. Craig, **F. C.,”’ C. F.
Orchard. J. R. Larson, W. K. Bryce, A. W. Sowry,
M. W. Smith, Hy. Dosch, F. Donohue, R Watt, M.
Goudie
Following, $2 each: W. Woolridge, S V. Valisco,
Geo. Aspden, W. J. Kennedy
"Frisco Labor CGollege (per J. K.), $9.60; R. Heil-
inger. $3: F. W. Moore, 25 cents; T. A. Lessey, 50
cents: D. J. Sullivan, 25 cents
Above, Clarion subs. received from February 29,
to March 13, inclusive—total, $32 60

Literature Price List

Cloth Bound. Per Copy
Critigue of Political Economy 1.65
Revohition and Counter Revolution (Marx) . 1.15
Ancient Society _ . 185

Capitalist Production (First Nine and 32 Chapters

“Capital,” vol. 1, (Marx) 1.00
Vital Problems in Social Evolution - 80c
Science and Revolution 80c *
The Militant Proletariat P
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Puritanism . b . 80c
Ethics and History . . B0c
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Feuerbavk . 80c
Social Revolution (Kautsky) RERNGF = 5." . .30
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Essays on Materialist
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Social Studies (Lafargue) . D SR

Paper Covers. Per Copy
Evolution of Man (Prof. Bolsche)_ . = - 20c
Wage Labor and Capital Iy
Independent Working Class Bducation . 10c
Communist Manifesto s 20
The Present Economic System (Prof. W. A: Bonger) 10c
Socialism, Utopian and Scientific S e
Slave of the Farm i e e s AN
Manifesto, S. P. of C —— : LTI |
Causes of Belief in God (Lafargue) il 2B
The State and Revolution (Leain) et iy A
value, Price and Profit (Magrx) SN,
Two Essays on History (C. m—- and G. Deville) 5¢
Economic Causes of War | R . 2bc
Civil War in France (Marx) 35¢

Christianism and Communism (Bishop W. M. Brown) 25¢

Quantity Rates on Paper Covered Pamphlets.
Two Esays on History . 25 coples 75¢

Communist Manifesto - _25 coples $2.00
Wage Labor and Capital 25 copies $2.00
Present Economic System 25 coples §$1.50
Socialism, Utopian and Scientific . _25 coples($3.26
Slave of the Farm 25 copies $1.50
Manifesto of S. P. of C. .25 coples $2.00
Evolution of Man _ 25 coples $3.75
Caunses of Bellef in God 55 copies $2.00
Valme, Price and Profit ____325 copies $3.26
Economic Causes of War 10 copies $2.00
Christianism and Communism _6 coples $1.00

All prices include postage.
Make all moneys payable to E. MacLeod, P. O. Box
710, Vancouver, B. C. Add diseount on cheques.
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workers of the world, these workers will, through




