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Admiral Walk, r who < (.niinan'! d an i\|.rdiIiou to ndiuv
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of coal from l!u rlifls, with no oilur appliaiui:, than crowbar..
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when it ua. lound iuc>>-ary to pnu nri' a .upi)ly ol tuci lor
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fortress of I. .indnn-4. The pit opeiiiiv^s '-en m.u . can Le

.seen even at the im.ent day. at P..rt .' len. lal'h; hea. .

and othir l-laces. Diirin^^ the next KM) ye ,
very htlle work

...,. ,1 tl... ,M.I iniii.d liiiiiL' Mrd alaost e\clusi\eiy l^y ttie
was done, the coal mimd l)ein« '-'d alaost exclusive.y hy tti

garrison at Halifax, in JS2(), ho ,ver. ^vlienC ape Breton

island became part of tin I'-oviiici

able tonnage of coal w.i.

•' r ••
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ai; iniifd In 1S27 all the inines



ami Cumbcrlaiul, counties. A formidable asitatioii Iiacl Ixhmi
slartid in tlu' I rovincf for some years previous to 18o<S, claim-
ing liiat the monopoly of the coal lands by the General Minin-
Association was seriously retarding the legitimate expansion
of the a.al trade; this agitation eventually resulted in the whole
subject being referred to the Privy Council of Creat Britain
for eciuita!)le adjustment. In 1858, the Mining Association
surrendered its claims to the Provincial (K)vernment of Xova
rTf f I, n/;"'"'''"""''""^'

'" '''^"'"' ''5^^''«'^' to abolish the fixed
rcn al ol k.iim per annum, together with the royalty on slack
coal; to reduce the royalty on all screened coal up to 250 000
tons, t() 4 80 Tx-nce per ton; and to reduce the royalty on all
coal sold over 250,000 tons to 3 20 pence per ton. To the
Association, however, was reserved the exclusive right to 20square miles in Cape Breton, and to 4 square miles each in
1 ictou, Joggins, and Springhill counties respectively. Under
this new regime, niming developed to such magnitude that in

M n'; n'\ T'Ti ^^^yV^.'V^^'it appointed an Inspector ofMines ijohn Rutherford, M.K.)-the hrst on this continent.

In 1854 thc> Government of the United States remo\-cd theduty on coal This "open door" policy greatly increased the
trade with the New England States; in 1860, die exportation
of coal tluTcto amounted to 404.252 tons. In 1807, however
(year of Confederation) the U'nited States once iwaui discrim-
inated against Canadian coal, imposing a duty of $1.25 per ton
Ihis dut>- was maintained at this rate until 1872, when it wasreduced to 7o cents per ton; at which figure it remained until

iS IT.
."""^'

} '^^^ ^"'"^' ^^"^ '"^I^"'^^ fluctuated from
228,1.32 tons, to 13,883 tons. During the period 1894-97
the tarifif was reduced to 40 cents, but in 1897 it was advanced
to 07 cc^nts, at which hgure it still remains. Notwithstanding
the tariff barriers the exportation of Nova Scotia bituminous

lom .?
^^?.^''''' fc-ngland States continued to increase, and in

1 JU.J the shipments reached a maximum of 968,832 tons There
has been a gradual decrease since that date, and in 1912 the shin-ments \vere 412,531 tons. The total production has. however
increased e^normously; in 1912 it was 6,802,997 tons (of 2 240

Tttin 1 fi h" f"^"'^^r
^-1»7.601 tons are to be credited

to the coal fields of Cape Breton.

This marked increase in the production is due in part tothe increased market ofTercd by St. Lawrence ports. In 1877
a select committee of the Dominion Parliament, appointed to



inquire into the condition of the coal trade, recommended the

imposition of a duty on United States coals; this duty has had

the desired effect of opening up the markets of the St. Lawrence

to the Nova Scotia coal trade, and in 1912 the St. Lawrence

market alone purchased 2,159,005 tons, most of which came from

Cape Breton.

On February 1, 1903, the Dominion Coal Company was

organized with a capital of $18,000,000 by a special Act of the

Legislature of Nova Scotia. This corporation amalgamated

the principal interests in the coal areas on the south side ot

Sydney harbour. Cape Breton. These included the Caledonia,

International, Gardiner, Old Bridgeport, Glace B.iy, Reserve.

Gowrie, Victo.ia, and Ontario mines, also the Sword areas, in

all comprising 70 square miles; the areas controlled have now-

been extended to 142 square miles. With the advent of this

great industrial organization, a new era in Nova Scotia coal

mining began; new mine workings, railway extensions, new

shipping and discharging facilities were developed, old coal

markets were expanded, and new ones opened out, so that the

whole coal trade was revolutionized. In the first year of its

operations (1893) the coal mined was 834,019 tons; in 1912,

the production amounted to 4,332,320 tons; or an increase of

nearly 520 per cent in 20 years.

In 1900, the Nova Scotia Steel and Coal Company acquired

all the mining rights still held by the General Mining Associa-

tion. In addition to operating the existing collieries, they have

opened out new mines, erected iron and steel works, and built

a modern coke oven phrU, all in close proximity to the w'orking

collieries. Their Princess Pit—now known as Sydney No. 1—
was, in 1873, the first submarine mine in North America, the

coal being won from workings under the sea. The shalts are

of jnique construction, consisting of metal cribbing or tubbing.

The total length of metal tubbing is 842'-9", weighing some

77G tons. Here, also, was erected the first Guibal ventilating

fun in Cape Breton.

The most important of the Cape Breton coal fields is that

known as the Sydney field. It is an extraordinarily rich tract

of coal bearing rocks, having an area of approximately 250

square miles. It extends along the northern coast ot Cape

Breton island for a distance of about 35 miles. Geologically

the coal bearing strata are bounded by the outcrops of the

Millstone Giit, as seen at Mira bay, and they terminate at
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Plate I, Section 1

COAL SEAMS AND STRATA IN THE SYDNEY
COAL FIELD, CAPE BRETON

cow BAT OR PORT IfORIBN DISTRICT SOUTH 8IDK

Depth from
Surface

Strata
Long Beach seam

J. f







*'1



PUte III. Section 2

COAL SEAMS AND STRATA IN THE SYDNEY
COAL FIELD. CAPE BRETON

GLACE BAY DISTRICT





Pl»ti' IV, Hulfwx'tion 2A.
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PUte VI, Section 3

COAL SEAMS AND STRATA IN THE SYDNEY
COAL FIELD, CAPE BRETON

OLACE BAT ^niiTRICT BRIDGEPORT SIDE

Names of Coal SMnu
|
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ij V. , u»l 8«otion
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Plate VII, 8e,tion 4

COAL SEAMS AND STRATA IN THE SYDNEY
COAL FIELD, CAPE BRETON

LINOAN DISTRICT LINGAN SIDE

Namea of Coal Seanin

Seam A

Strata
CaiT seacu

btrata
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Strata

David Head geatn

Strato
SeaaiD

Strata
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Strata
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Seam H

J- O. H. Hudson
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Pl«tf IX, iteetion 5

COAL SEAMS AND STRATA IN THE SYDNEY '

COAL. FIELD, CAPE BRETON
LINGAN DISTRICT

J. O. 8. Hudson
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COAL 8EAM8 AND STRATA IN THK SYDNEYCOAL riBLD, CAPE BRETON
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PIrte XIII, Section 7

COAL SEAMS AND STRATA IN THE SYDNEY
COAJL FIELD, CAPE BRETON

SYDNEY MINES LITTLE BRAS D'OH

J G. S. RCMOM





Plate XIV. Section 8

COAL SEAMS AND STRATA IN THE SYDNEY
COAI. FIELD, CAPE BRETON

BOULARDERIE ^EST SIDE

1- U. 8. RnMOM
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Plate XV^ Sfction

COAL SEAMS AND STKAZ^ IN THK SYDNEYCOAL FIELD, CAPE BRETON
MIDDLE niSTHICTCAPE DAUPHIN

J- O. S. HriiMtN
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