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BILL.

An Act to enable the Inhabitants of the Parish of St.
Francois du Lac better to regulate the Common of St.
Frangois.

WHE REAS certain inhabitants of the Parish of St. Frangois Preamble.
du Lac are in possession of a certain Common, situate in
the said Parish, known as the “ Common of St. Francois,” and by
their petition to the Legislature, have prayed to be incorporated,
5 In order the better to regulate the said Common, and it is expe-
dient to grant the prayer ot the said petition; Be it therefore
enacted, &c., '

And it is hereby enacted, by the authority of the same, That from First Meeting
and after the passing of this Act, it shall and may be lawful to and 23 rapac®
16 for the inhabitants of the said Parish interested and having a right their powers,
in the said Common of the yearly value of forty shillings, sterling, Srre gn
to asssemble and meet at the Presbytére or Parsonage House,
within the said Parish, on the first Monday in the month of May
next after the passing of this Act, between the hours of ten in the
i5 forenoon and one in the afternoon, then and there to choose and
elect, by a' majority of the votes of the inhabitants of the said
Parish then present and qualified as aforesaid, a Chairman and four
Trustees, to manage and direct the business relating to the said
Common for the purposes of this Act, and none else; and the
g3 Chairman and Trustees who shall be so chosen, shall be and they
are hereby declared to be a body Politic and Corporate, under
the name of the * Chairman and Trustees of the Common of St.
“Frangois,” and as such, shall have perpetual succession, and may
have o common seal, and shall and may sue and be sued, and
g5 shall and may do and execute-all and every matter and thing re-
" lating to the trust in them reposed, in virtue of this Act, in as full
and ample a manner as any body politic and corporate can or
may, as such, lawfully do.

II. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Governorto
35 Governor of this Province, by warrant under his hand and seal, to 22/ pras
nominate and appoint a fit and proper person to preside at the first Meeting.
meeting of the inhabitants aforesaid, to be held under this Act, for

the purpose of choosing and electing a Chairman and Trustees of
A220
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the said Common, who, by writing under his hand, shall declare
who are the persons chosen and elected to be Chairman and Trus-
tees of the said Common; and the persons so chosen and elected,
Term of office shall continue in office until the first Monday in May, one thousand

of Trostees.  gight hundred and , and no longer, unless they shall &
be afterwards re-chosen and re-elected in the manner hereinafter
directed.

%:f&;ﬂgbe III. And be it enacted, That the said Chairman and four Trus-
heldevery _ tees shall, on the said first Monday in May, one thousand eight
twoyears.  hundred and— , by an election in the manner aforesaid, 19
be replaced, and the Chairman and Trustees for the said Common
shall for ever hereafier, after two successive years” service, be re-
placed, and another Chairman and Trustees be chosen:and elected
in their stead, on the first Monday in the month of May; and it
Notics of such shall be the duty of the Chairman to give notice verbally, imme- 15
Eleotions. diately after Divine Service, in the forenoon, and in writing set up
at the Church door of the said Parish, on the Sunday.or holida
next preceding the day hereby appointed for an election of suc{
Chairman and Trustees, informing the inhabitants, qualified as
aforesaid, that such election will take place at the Presbytére or 90
Parsonage House of the said Parish, pursuant to this Act, apd re-
quiring their attendance thereat accordingly; and .the Chairman -
shall preside at such election, and declare who are the persons
thereat chosen as Chairman and Trustees for the ensuing period.

Chairman,&s, IV. Provided . always, and be it emacted, That the Chairman 25
he:;?gmﬁf' and Trustees . who shall have so as aforesaid served and been re-

s certain time placed, shall not be again eligible to serve as Chairman or Trustees,

from serving  yntil after the expiration of ei_ght years next after the time of their
going ont of office, as aforesaid.

Cases of fil- V. Provided always, and be it enacted, That if at,any-time any 30

ureofmny  election or elections to be had. or held under this Act shall not

vided for.  take place, when under this Act the same ought to have taken
place, the said Corporation shall not by reason thereof cease or
become extinct, but such election shall and ‘may be held at such
time hereafter as-the Chairman then in office. may thereunto ap- gj
point, giving due notice in the manner aforesaid, of the time and
place where such election is to be held, and presiding thereat, and
declaring who are the Chairman and Trustees.chosen-and elected,
as herein above enacted.

Oase of desth, V1. And be it enacted, That in case the Chairman, or any of 40

remoreh-&% the Trustees, should die.or remove from the said Parish while in

provided for. office, such Chairman or Trustees shall be replaced by -an-equal
number of persons chosen and elected as aforesaid, in his or their

stead, who shall remain in office for the same period as he or.they,
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in whose stead he or they are chosen and elected, would have

remained ; and in case of the death or removal as aforesaid of

the Chairman, the choice or election of another in his stead shall

take place under the direction of the Trustee eldest in years, he
5 giving the notice to that effect as hereinbefore provided.

VII. And be it enacted, That the Chairman and Trustees afore- Chairman
said, or any three of them, may, by writing under their hands and 13 Trutees
the seal of the said Corporaticn, and they are hereby authorized Cleri Ke.
to nominate and appoint a fit and proper person to be their Clerk,

oand to allow him such annual compensation or salary for his
services, as may be agreed upon by a majority of votes at any
meeting of the inhabitants, qualified as aforesaid, held for the pur-
pose of any election, pursuant to this Act, and such appointment,
at their pleasure, to revoke and annul, and another fit and proper

15 person to nowinate and appoint in the stead of the person whose
nomilria:iion and .appointment may have been so revoked and
annulled.

VIII. And be it enacted, That it shall be lawful for the .Chair- 2‘;‘0“508?“1’"
. . . . rporation
man for the time being, or, in the absence or illness of such how ealled.
90 Chairman, for the. eldest of the said Trustees, to,summon and call
meetings of the said Corporation concerning the trust in the said
Corporation reposed by this Act, as often as he may deem the
same necessary, or as may at:any prior meeting have been deter-
mined, or as he may be thereunto :required in writing under the
g5 hands of any three of the Trustees.

IX. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the said Trutesto
Corporation, to ascertain and fix the proper limits and boundaries Sncrosch-
of the said Common, and in .case it shall be found:that any person fents o the
or persons may have trespassed or encroached upon the said
30 Common, it shall also be the duty. of the said:Corporation, to adopt
speedy and- effectual measures at law to expel the trespassers or
persons who may have encroached upon the said Common, and to

extend the .same :to.its ancient and-proper limits.

X. And be it enacted, That it shall and:may be'lawful to and Trusteesin

3 for the said -Chairman and Trustees, or any three.of them, to fix FFyser
and determine, -annually, the number and description . of :horses, grazingemong
cows, oxen -or-other.cattle, which it shall be lawful for.every in- 2, sbatit-
habitant interested in the said-Common to'putto.graze on-the'said ed, &c.
Common, as also to.fix and determine the-day on which the said

{0 Common shall be .opened for .the reception of cattle to graze
thereon, in every year,.and again,shut.up; and they shall give no-~ Notice of the
ticethereof by.an advertisementposted up, read and publishedat the m&u
door of the Church in the Parish.aforesaid, .on the two Sundays cesse.

immediately preceding the day on which the said Common is to be
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Proviso. opened or shut : Provided always, that every inhabitant interested
in the said Common, shall have a right to put the number of catle
so determined on to graze on the saic Common, and no more. -

Trustees to X1. And be it enacted, That it shall and may be lawf{ul to" and
muko re€il for the Chairman and Trustees aforesaid, or any three or more of 5
ing the said  them, by writing under their hands and the seal of the said Corpo-
mmOR ration, fo make and establish rules and orders for the ordering'and -
well governing of the Common aforesaid, and the same to annul
or revoke, and other rules and orders to make and establish in the
place thereof, as occasion may require, which rules and orders, 10
being approved by the Court of Quarter Sessions, in the District of
Three Rivers, or by the Judge of the Superior Court in the said
Distriet, shall be read, published and posted up at the Chureh door
of the Parish at least two Sundays before they shall have force
and effect, and the same shall hereafter be binding on ail and every 15
person or persons having commonage in the said Common, in so
far as regards the said Common, and being specially pleaded, shall
be taken notice of by all Courts and by all Judges and Justices in
his Province.

Reciproeal XIL Provided always, and be it enacted, That no rule or order 2
dghtaof . that may at any time be made in virtue of this Act, shall in any-
gnior an . . e Y -
inbabitants ~ Wise prejudice or affect, or be construed to prejudice or affect, in
nottobe  any manrer, such reciprocal rights and privileges as the Seignior
and iphabitants of the aforesaid Seigniory may, in virtue of their
deeds, titles or contracts, have guaranteed to each other previous 25

to the passing of this Act.

Pensltics XIIL Providedalways, and be it enacted, That nopenalty which

L‘;’I‘,‘,‘ﬁgﬁ’;"é&, shall be made or imposed by the said rules or orders, shall exceed
the sum of zen shillings current money of this Province, and that
all and every the penalties which shall be so made or imposed, g9
shall be used and appropriated by the said Corporation to the
benefit and improvement of the said Common, and in such manner

as the said Corporation shall deem most expedient for that purpose.

Trustees to XIV. And be it enacted, That at every general election pur-
lsyanmual - gpant to this Act, the Chairman and Trustees retiring, or about to 35
fore the retire from office, shall, previous to the election of their succes-
frencral Meet- sors, lay before the meeting of the inhabitants aforesaid, assembled
for that purpose, a full and clear account of all the monies or other
things received and disbursed, or expended by them, in the exe-
cution of their office, under the authority of this Act; and they 40
shall also deliver-over to their successors in office, whatever money
or other things may be then remaining in their hands, together
with all books of accounts, book of entry, or other books kept by
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them, or by their clerk smder their direction, touching and con-
cerning the business of the said Common, as also all titles or
papers thereunto relating. '

XV. And be it enacted, That this Act shall be deemed a Public A%
5 Public Act.
=



